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Girl Scouts paint interactive 
mural on Main Street 

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

WILBRAHAM (Aug. 31, 2023) – 
Three longtime Girl Scouts from Troop 
64587 completed a mural at the the Main 
Street Mart in the center of town. 

Its name is “Umbrellas”. 
The project was completed by Wilbra-

ham residents Kiki Brook, a sophomore 
at Wilbraham & Monson Academy, Alli-
son Demetri, a sophomore at Minnechaug 
Regional High School, and Charlotte 
Powell, a sophomore at the Pioneer Val-
ley Performing Arts Charter School. Each 
participant is 15 and has been in Troop 
64587 for eight years. 

“As Girl Scouts, we needed something 
to do over the summer and we also want-
ed to help the community out, and what 
better way to do that than with a bit of 

public art, so we decided that we should 
paint a mural,” Powell said. 

The three Girl Scouts had completed 
murals before, but this was perhaps the 
most challenging. After hours of scrap-
ing and power washing the wall, it took 
14 gallons of paint to complete the mural, 
which should be visible on Main Street 
for at least 15 years.

Powell explained the interactive com-
ponent of the artwork. A variety of um-
brellas are featured so those who walk up 
to the mural can pretend to grab one and 
take a picture. 

Next to the mural will be a plaque that 
reads, “Life is not about waiting for the 
storm to pass. It’s about learning how to 
dance in the rain,” said Vivian Greene. 

Powell explained what the quote 
means to her. 

“It’s a quote that will help people real-
ize that storms will pass, and even though 
it’s bad right now, you can figure out how 
to make a good situation out of a bad 
one,” she said. From left, Allison Demetri, Kiki Brook, Charlotte Powell painted a mural on the side of 

the Main Street Mart. Photo submitted by Jennifer Powell. 

The concert took place 
at Fountain Park 

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM (July 6, 2023) 
- Massive crowds came to Fountain 
Park on June 29 to watch Trailer 
Trash rock out at this year’s Sum-
mer Concert Series.

Bob Stanek heads Trailer 
Trash, plays guitar and oversees 
the business side, explaining the 
five-member band has been around 
for 11 years and plays various 
genres, including modern country. 
Stanek enjoys watching people 
have fun at the shows and is grate-
ful to perform again post-pandem-
ic. 

“It’s awesome. People come 
out more now than ever. I think the 
pandemic actually gave us an ap-
preciation for what we have. Less 
people are taking it for granted and (more 
are) taking advantage of something like 
this,” Stanek said. “We’re very lucky. We 
don’t take it for granted.”

Ethan LaFreniere, a board member for 
Fountain Park, said one of his favorite things 
about the concert series is bringing the com-
munity together not just from Wilbraham 
and Hampden, but, also, the surrounding 
communities to introduce Fountain Park to 

them.
“We have such a wonderful nature pre-

serve for all to enjoy year-round that many 
do not know about, and hosting these con-
certs brings in more than just our small 
community. Seeing friends reconnecting, 
enjoying local artists, and eating local foods 
is such a great thing for the community and 
seems to be found less and less,” LaFreniere 
said.

Ben Mailman shows off his honorary guitar from 
Trailer Trash during the Summer Concert Series. 
Mailman also got to perform with the band on 
stage and later joined numerous other children for 
another performance. Turley photo by Kristin Rivers. 

Trailer Trash rocks out at 
Summer Concert Series

‘Umbrellas’

Minnechaug fixes lights 
during February break

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

WILBRAHAM (Feb. 23, 2023) – 
Minnechaug Regional High School’s 
inability to turn off approximately 7,000 
lights has given the building national no-
toriety. 

Before February vacation, lights at 
the school hadn’t been turned off since 
Aug. 24, 2021, when a computer serv-
er that operates the lighting system was 
corrupted by malware.

The situation earned Minnechaug 
airtime on NBC’s “Saturday Night 

Live” on Jan. 20. Colin Jost, co-anchor 
of SNL’s Weekend Update, said “the 
students are doing fine, but the class-
room hamster has gone insane.”

Superintendent John Provost said the 
system was repaired during February va-
cation, a process that was expedited by 
the national attention the issue received.

Aaron Osborne, assistant superinten-
dent of Finance, Operations and Human 
Resources, said supply chain issues have 
delayed repairs for more than a year, but 
the SNL broadcast made a quick impact. 

“There’s no longer a delay in get-
ting any information back. I think we’ll 
leave it at that. It’s certainly raised the 
level of importance with all the vendors 
involved… We’re very visible on their 
radar screens now at the highest levels,” 
Osborne said.

Minnechaug Regional High School had been able to turn off approximately 7,000 
lights since 2001. Staff photo by Dalton Zbierski.

Turn off the lights 

AugustAugust

FebruaryFebruaryJulyJuly
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The Hampden-Wilbraham
Regional School District
We will be taking applications for our 
early childhood programs for district 

residents for the 2024-2025 year. 
Programs are for 3 and 4 year olds. 

If your child will be three by 
September 1, 2024 you may obtain 
an application at hwrsd.org website 

under "Departments," "Student Services." 
"Early Childhood Program" or call 

Corinne Roberts, Student Services 
at 279-3863.

Applications will be available
starting January 1, 2024. 

Priority screening and placement 
will be given to applications received 

prior to January 31, 2024, 
but we offer a rolling admission.

A Time to Celebrate,
A Time to Come Together,

A Time to Reflect and Remember,
A Time to Share Our Appreciation

and  Best Wishes With Folks Like You!

Happy New Year!

As we wind down the year and look ahead to a new one, we can’t help 
but be moved by the trust and support we’re so fortunate to have from 
all of you here in the community. We thank you sincerely for believing in 
us and choosing us as your local, hometown newspaper. We hope you 
know how much we’ve enjoyed spending time with all of you in 2023. 
From our family to yours, best wishes for health, happiness and prosperity 
in 2024. We hope your New Year celebrations are just the beginning of 
more good times, good health, good people and good fortune to come.

TIMESTIMES
The Wilbraham-Hampden

TIMES

January

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

HAMPDEN (Jan. 5, 2023) – The 
public library kept a holiday season tra-
dition alive by making a substantial dona-
tion to the Community Survival Center in 
Indian Orchard. 

“We do it every year, and we have 
a mitten tree, which is a Christmas tree 
that we get donations from our patrons 
for hats, mittens, scarves and gloves. That 
usually fills up pretty quick. We have a lot 
of local knitters in the community, so we 
like newly knit hats, mittens and scarves,” 
Library Director Ellen Moriarty said. 

Established 37 years ago, the Com-
munity Survival Center is a nonprofit 
agency that provides families with food, 
clothing and household items. Its emer-
gency food pantries serve Ludlow, Wil-
braham and Hampden, as well as the 16 
Acres, Pine Point and Indian Orchard 
neighborhoods in Springfield.

Moriarty said the library community 
also made a sizeable food donation, as 
part of its annual food drive. The library 
combined its efforts with Snap Fitness, a 
fitness studio with 24/7 access that oper-
ates on Allen Road in Hampden.  

As part of the drive, Moriarty said the 
library donated 72 new pairs of pajamas 
to the survival center.

The Hampden Public Library led a donation drive that provided the Community Survival 
Center with food and clothing items. (Photo courtesy of Hampden Public Library)

Hampden library donates to
Community Survival Center

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

WILBRAHAM (Jan. 19, 2023) – 
The afternoon of Jan. 13 was a busy one 
at the senior center, as Home Depot em-
ployees mixed dozens of buckets of salt 
and sand that the fire department deliv-
ered to local seniors and veterans. 

“We’re trying to help the communi-
ty with what I’m sure will be the upcom-
ing bad winter weather, providing a mix 
of salt and sand for our senior commu-
nity and veterans as well,” John Szafir, 
assistant store manager and community 
captain at the Home Depot on Boston 
Road, said. 

Director of Veterans Services Jered 

Sasen coordinated the effort, partnering 
with Home Depot for a third consecu-
tive year.  He credited Home Depot with 
being a major asset and ally for Wilbra-
ham’s veteran and senior populations.

“I’m telling you right now if we 
didn’t have Home Depot in town, there’d 
be a lot of issues that I wouldn’t have 
easy help with,” Sasen said. “It’s essen-
tial in times like this to have communi-
ty come together with a business like 
Home Depot, whose level of community 
care in Wilbraham is beyond measure.” 

Szafir said the Home Depot team 
filled approximately 50 buckets of salt 
and sand at the senior center. It was one 
of multiple community outreach initia-
tives that the business commits to each 
year. 

A collaboration between Home Depot, the fire department, the veterans services 
department and the Council on Aging saw buckets of sand and salt delivered to 
local seniors and vets. Staff photo by Dalton Zbierski.

Home Depot, fire department 
give salt to seniors, veterans

More than 
1,000 

students read 
the same 

book this past 
summer. Here, 

elementary 
school 

students 
are pictured 

in January 
holding their 

copies of 
“Frindle”. 
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN NEW YEAR’S EVE 7AM – 6PM
CLOSED NEW YEAR’S DAY

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
FOR THE NEW YEAR!

Craft Beers, Wines, Craft Beers, Wines, 
Champagnes Champagnes 

and Proseccosand Proseccos
FOR A SPARKLING NEW YEAR!

Buy 6 Bottles of Wine
Mix & Match ~ Save 10%

For New Year’s For New Year’s 
CelebrationsCelebrations

Holiday Food
Call to Order 589-7071

Ready For Pick Up
GREAT HOSTESS GIFTS
Snack Attacks, Wine Baskets, 

Entertainments and MORE!

Gourmet Gourmet 
Gift BasketsGift Baskets

Select Holiday 
Candy & Specialties

UP TO 50% OFFUP TO 50% OFF
Holiday Decorations

UP TO 50% OFFUP TO 50% OFF

Cocktail Shrimp, Cocktail Shrimp, 
Stuffed Mushrooms,Stuffed Mushrooms,
Meatballs, Quiche, Lasagna,Meatballs, Quiche, Lasagna,
Deli Platters, Deli Platters, 
Fruit or Veggie Trays,Fruit or Veggie Trays,
Fresh Baked Pies Fresh Baked Pies 
and Dessertsand Desserts

Special Brightly Special Brightly 
Blooming CyclamenBlooming Cyclamen

4 Inch Pots $6.99
6 inch Pots $12.99

Pretty Pinks, 
Purples & Reds

Wishing a Happy, Healthy 

To All Our Customers & Friends!

 

Fax: 413-267-3496
Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

www.richardgreeninsurance.com

• AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE

32 Somers Rd. 
Hampden, MA

566-0028

128 Main St.
Monson, MA

267-3495

Two Locations:

Please Visit Our Website For an 
Auto, Homeowners, or Life Insurance Quotes

• Great Locations • Registry Service
• Quotes Gladly Given • We Make Housecalls

Wishing You Joy, Good Health 
& Abundance in the New Year!

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

WILBRAHAM (Feb. 
19, 2023) – Twelve years of 
preparation, three commit-
tees and countless hours of 
effort preceded the Feb. 10 
groundbreaking ceremony 
for the new senior center 
off Springfield Street. 

The emotion was palpa-
ble, and residents rejoiced, 
witnessing the beginning of 
a process that will provide 
Wilbraham with its finest, 
most state-of-the-art build-
ing.  

“This is a fantastic 
moment. We’ve waited 12 
long years for this day to 
come. The seniors in our 
town represent 38% of the 
adult population, and they 
need a place to go. This new 
senior center is 15,000-plus 
square feet; it’s going to of-
fer a lot of opportunities to 
seniors,” Matt Villamaino, 
president of the Friends of 
Wilbraham Seniors, said. 

The Council on Aging 
currently shares an under-
sized space at Post Office 
Park with the Scantic Val-
ley YMCA. 

After many years of lob-
bying, Wilbraham residents 
approved funding for the 
approximately $11.4 mil-
lion construction project in 
October 2021 during a Spe-
cial Town Meeting. 

Director of Elder Af-
fairs Paula Dubord has 
been a leading voice in the 
decade-long struggle to see 
a new senior center built. 
She thanked the Board of 
Selectmen, the Friends and 
residents for their contribu-
tions.

“This is a dream come 
true to get to this point. It’s 
been a lot of hard work by 
many, many people, lots of 
committees, and to be here 
on this day is just great,” 
she said. “The seniors of 
Wilbraham deserve a top 
notch, stand-alone senior 
center they can be proud 
of. They have supported 
this town and project in so 
many other ways, and now 
it’s finally their turn, and 
we cannot wait to have the 
ribbon cutting.”

Ground broken on new Wilbraham senior center

February

Ground was broken on the new Wilbraham senior center on Feb. 10.

From Jan. 23-27, students 
at Soule Road School 

in Wilbraham made 
Valentine’s Day cards for 

Kelsi, a member of the 
Wilbraham community 

who was set to undergo 
open heart surgery. The 

school community wished 
Kelsi a speedy recovery. 

Photos courtesy of Cheryl 
Erskine. 
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We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN
CHOPS OR ROAST .............

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN 
CUTLETS .................................

USDA INSP. 

$249
lb

SALE DATES: 12/28/23-1/3/23

$219

lb
USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SPARE RIBS ..............

$179

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

PORTERHOUSE T-BONE STEAK 
USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ......
USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

PARTY CUT 
CHICKEN WINGS 4 LB BAG ..........

$999
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 26/30 CT

COOKED SHRIMP 22.3 OZ BOX ......

$144
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
ROAST BEEF .....................

$799
lb

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF 

TENDERLOIN

$799

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$299

$399

lb

ea

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED BONELESS

CHICKEN BREAST ..............
USDA INSP.  2 1/2 LB BOX
KAYEM FROZEN

NATURAL CASING HOT DOGS 

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL AVRIETIES FAMILY PAK

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ..............
$199

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

5 LB 
BAG

90% DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$399
lb

$799
lb

$399
lb

$989
lb

CUT 
FREE

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TGI FRIDAY’S LOADED CHEESE 
& BACON POTATO SKINS 3 OZ BOX lb

$799

WISHING YOU A HAPPY 
& HEALTHY NEW YEAR!
We will be closed New Year’s Day

March

Girl Scouts from Troop 65269 sold cookies at the WHO 
Fest. Staff photo by Dalton Zbierski.

W.H.O. Fest held at 
TWB School
Wilbraham and Hampden
organizations collaborate

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierskI@turley.com

HAMPDEN (March 9, 2023) – The first ever Wilbra-
ham Hampden Organizations Fest drew dozens of peo-
ple to Thornton W. Burgess School on the afternoon of 
March 5. 

Approximately 30 local organizations presented in 
the school’s gymnasium. Aurora Pierangelo Frias from 
the Wilbraham Welcome Project organized the W.H.O 
Fest and was thrilled by both the large turnout and the 
platform it gave organizations to connect.  

“I’m blown away by the amount of people who are 
here,” she said. “I think it’s also beneficial for the groups 
to get together and collaborate as well… It’s just as im-
portant for them to all meet in a space as it is for the 
public to come in and learn about what’s going on in 
their towns.”  

Hampden Selectmen John Flynn and Donald Dav-
enport arrived to represent the Selectboard. Davenport 
described the collaboration as impressive, and Flynn ex-
plained why it was important to participate.

“I think it’s a great representation of the community 
spirit we have. It’s Hampden and Wilbraham working 
together. Volunteer organizations using a town facility. 
It’s just fantastic and shows that we are really bonded 
together,” Flynn said. 

14 professionals present on how 
math relates to their careers

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

WILBRAHAM (March 16, 2023) – Stony Hill 
School held its annual Math Matters in Every Career 
event on March 10, and students listened to 14 profes-
sionals present on how math impacts their jobs.

The presenters rotated from classroom to class-
room, spending several minutes telling each group 
about their work and how math is integral to complet-
ing it. 

“I think it’s really important for kids to have pur-
pose to their learning. Us telling them they need to 
know math is not as powerful as a firefighter or an 
engineer coming in and saying, ‘This is how you use 
math in every single job,’” Principal Monique Dan-
gleis said. 

Dangleis said it was a day for students to receive 
answers to the age-old question, “Why do I need to 
know this?” 

The School Improvement Council, consisting of 
two teachers, two parents and Dangleis, spent approx-
imately three months preparing for the event, reaching 
out to a variety of professionals from different lines of 

March 10 was Math Matters in Every Career Day at 
Stony Hill School. Staff photo by Dalton Zbierski.

Math matters at Stony Hill School

work. About half of the presenters have a child or relative 
in the school. 

Each presenter touched on a common theme, relaying 
to students that math will play a role in whichever career 
they choose to pursue. Dangleis said each presenter ad-
dressed second and third-grade problem-solving skills. 

“We’re not talking trigonometry to them. We’re 
talking addition, subtraction, multiplication, fractions, 
time and budgeting so (we’re) hitting the skills the kids 
are used to,” she said.

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com 

WILBRAHAM (March 23, 
2023) - Minnechaug Regional High 
School students who are part of the 
Above the Influence Club received 
a special award on March 20 to hon-
or their work. 

Kimberly Lee, chief of creative 
strategy & development at MiraVis-
ta Behavioral Health Center, pre-
sented the AdMIRAtion award for 
the club’s recent donation of truck-
loads of new, gently-used clothing 
to MiraVista.

Minnechaug student Ellah Go-
odrow appreciates how the club 
connects her to the community.

“The Above the Influence Club 
has connected me to the community 
and gives me opportunities to con-
nect with other students. The com-
mitment we share raises awareness 
for substance abuse and healthy 
lifestyles,” she said. 

For Cody Erskine, he is thank-
ful for the opportunity to give back 
to the community.

“I am very grateful to have 
joined the Above the Influence Club 
so that I can give back to my com-
munity,” he said. “It has given me 
the opportunity to see other people’s 
situations and make them smile.”

Reflecting on his work in the 
club, Tyler Jaslanek highlighted the 
ability to spread awareness to oth-
ers.

“To me, 
the Above 
the Influence 
Club means 
that I am able 
to spread 
awareness for 
those who are 
struggling and 
fighting bat-
tles, mentally, 
physically or 

economically,” he said. “It means 
that I can make a difference and 
help those less fortunate than me.”

Minnechaug’s Above the Influence Club
receives AdMIRAtion Award

Members of the Above the Influence Club at Minnechaug Regional High 
School with Jason Dalessio, special education teacher and head of the 
Above the Influence Club, with the AdMIRAtion Award plaque. Turley photo by 
Kristin Rivers. 

Captain delivers 
the Times, mail, 

newspapers 
and Amazon 

packages for 
Jeff Downey in 

Hampden. 
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE
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Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri-
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to dzbierski@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly 

correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor-
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito-
rial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu-
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hamp-
den TIMES is published ev-
ery Thursday by Turley Pub-
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho-
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos.

Editorial 
Policy
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TEAM
VIEWPOINTS

By Lee H. Hamilton

Possibly no one had more influence on Amer-
ican foreign policy in the late 20th century than 
Henry Kissinger, who died last month at age 100. 
In his long and active career, he advised presi-
dents, carried out policies and initiatives, and was 
a highly visible figure around the world.

While it’s early to pronounce judgment on his 
legacy, it’s clear that his impact is deeply mixed. 
His accomplishments were both positive and neg-
ative. He was respected and he was reviled.

Kissinger is the only person to have served as 
national security adviser and secretary of state at 
the same time, positions he held in the Nixon and 
Ford administrations. He was brilliant and secre-
tive, and he wasn’t much focused on the human 
cost of his policies. 

He was interested in strategy, not values.
He showed little interest in democratic gov-

ernance or transparency. A creature of the exec-
utive branch, he seemed to almost scorn the idea 
of three separate and coequal branches of gov-
ernment. 

You sometimes got the impression he had 
contempt for Congress.

I was not close to Kissinger, but our paths did 
cross on foreign policy matters. I served in Con-
gress, and we approached policy from different 
perspectives. Coincidentally, we were both con-
nected to the commission that investigated the 
9/11 attacks. 

Kissinger was the original pick to chair the 
group, and former Sen. George Mitchell was to 
be vice chair. Both stepped down because of per-
ceived conflicts of interest. 

Former New Jersey Gov. Tom Kean chaired 
the 9/11 Commission, and I was vice chair. 

Kissinger’s view of the world, which he char-
acterized as sober realism, may have been influ-

enced by his background as a Jew who spent his 
childhood in Nazi Germany, before his family 
fled and settled in New York. He was a very tal-
ented man and, wherever he went, in academic, 
policy circles and government, he rose to power 
very quickly. 

In the 1970s, Kissinger was widely praised 
for his diplomatic work. When he was named 
secretary of state in 1973, a Gallup Poll found 
him to be the most respected man in the world.

He engineered President Richard Nixon’s his-
toric visit to China in 1972, opening the door to 
improved U.S.-Chinese relations and ultimately 
reshaping the geopolitical map. He promoted 
détente with the Soviet Union, helping to reduce 
Cold War tensions. 

In the Middle East, his tireless shuttle diplo-
macy improved relations between Israel and its 
neighbors. These were real accomplishments.

Kissinger shared the 1973 Nobel Peace Prize 
for negotiating the agreement that ended the Viet-
nam War. His critics found that highly ironic. 

During the war, Kissinger orchestrated the 
U.S. bombing and invasion of Cambodia, which 
expanded the conflict and fueled a civil war that 
eventually brought the Khmer Rouge to power, 
resulting in up to three million deaths. The Cam-
bodia disaster was Exhibit No. 1 for critics who 
accused Kissinger of war crimes, but he was also 
tied to a brutal military coup in Chile, Indonesia’s 
bloody invasion of East Timor, a violent civil war 
in East Pakistan and other foreign policy disas-
ters.

Kissinger later had a lucrative career in con-
sulting. He clearly enjoyed being a celebrity, rub-
bing elbows with rich and powerful people and 
being photographed with glamorous women. 

He became a great figure on the social circuit 
in Washington. Getting Kissinger to attend your 
dinner was a big achievement.

Henry Kissinger left quite a stamp on Ameri-
can foreign policy. He was a master of developing 
strategy and exercising power. 

But American greatness isn’t just about using 
force and gaining advantage. It also relies on our 
faith in democratic governance and our belief in 
human rights and the dignity of all people. 

There’s a place for sober realism, but Amer-
ican foreign policy should be grounded in our 
values.

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the 
Indiana University Center on Representative 
Government; a Distinguished Scholar at the IU 
Hamilton Lugar School of Global and Interna-
tional Studies; and a Professor of Practice at the 
IU O’Neill School of Public and Environmental 
Affairs. He was a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives for 34 years.

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Courtesy of the Wells Library Lee Hamilton Photo Collection
Rep. Lee H. Hamilton is shown shaking hands 
with Secretary of State Henry Kissinger in this 
circa 1969 photo; with Rep. William Broomfield 
in the background. 

HAMILTON ON FOREIGN POLICY

Kissinger left complex foreign policy legacy

Dear Rusty 
Both my wife and I have worked our entire 

lives. 
When we retire, will we both be entitled to 

full benefit amount each or will there always be 
a spousal factor in there? Also, how are those 
benefits calculated – based on your highest sal-
aries throughout your career, or your ending sal-
aries when you retire? 

Signed: Looking Ahead

Dear Looking
Prior to retiring from work is a smart time to 

investigate how Social Security will fit into your 
golden years. To answer your second question 
first, each person’s personal SS retirement ben-
efit is based on the highest earning 35 years over 
their entire lifetime, with earlier years adjusted 
for inflation. 

The person’s Average Indexed Month-
ly Earnings, essentially the person’s lifetime 
average inflation-adjusted monthly earnings 
amount, is first determined. 

Using AIME, the person’s Primary Insur-
ance Amount is calculated using a special ben-
efit formula which will yield a PIA of about 
40% or less of the person’s AIME. The PIA 
is the amount received if benefits start in the 
month full retirement age or “FRA” is attained, 
as you can see, Social Security likes acronyms.  

Since you and your wife were both born 
after 1959, FRA for both of you is 67. The 
age when you claim benefits, relative to your 
FRA, determines how much you’ll get. Claim 
before FRA and your benefit is reduced; claim 
after your FRA and your SS retirement benefit 
will be more (up to age 70 when maximum is 
reached); claim at your FRA and your benefit 
will equal your PIA – the full (100%) amount 
you’ve earned from a lifetime of working.  

Spouse benefits only come into play if the 
PIA for one of you is less than 50% of the oth-
er’s PIA. In that case, the spouse with the lower 
PIA gets a “spousal boost” to their own SS re-
tirement benefit when claimed. 

The amount of the “spousal boost” will be 
the difference between the lower PIA and half 
of the higher PIA, but the amount of the “spou-
sal boost” (as well as the person’s own SS re-
tirement amount) will be reduced if benefits are 
claimed before full retirement age. Any time SS 
benefits are claimed before full retirement age, 
those benefits are permanently reduced.  

If one spouse is entitled to a “spousal boost” 
from the other, the spousal amount will reach 
maximum at the recipient’s full retirement age. 
Thus, if the lower earning partner’s highest ben-
efit will be as a spouse, then that spouse should 
not wait beyond their FRA to claim. If, instead, 
the lower earning partner’s own SS benefit at 
age 70 is more than their spousal amount, wait-
ing longer than FRA to claim could be prudent, 
depending on life expectancy.  

So, as you can see, deciding when to claim 
Social Security benefits should consider many 
things, including financial need, work status if 

claiming before FRA, marital status and life ex-
pectancy. But it is your lifetime earnings which 
determines your SS retirement benefit amount, 
and it is how your FRA entitlements compare 
to each other that determines whether spousal 
benefits will be paid.

The Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. This article is 
intended for information purposes and does not 
represent legal or financial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpretations of the Associa-
tion Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social Security 
Association  To submit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC. 

Are spousal benefits always a factor?
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Sale of Real Estate Under M.G.L. C. 183A:6 

Friday, January 5, 2024 @ 12:00 noon
18 Palmer Road, Unit 5, Monson, MA

Woodridge Place Condominium

This 2-bedroom, 2-bathroom townhouse unit has +/- 1,470 sq ft 
including eat-in-kitchen and living/dining room. Central air. 
Full basement. Private back patio. Oversized 1car garage.

Terms of Sale: A deposit of $5,000 per unit, by cash, certified or bank check 
will be required at the time & place of sale. Balance due within 30 days. 
All other terms announced at sale. Auctioneer makes no representations 
as to the accuracy of the information contained herein.

HARVARD AUCTIONEERS COMPANY
www.harvardauctioneers.com

617-817-0462          MA LIC# 1431

EARLYEARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE
In observance of NEW YEAR’S

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • 413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

There will be an 
EARLY CLASSIFIEDS & ADVERTISING DEADLINE
Place your advertisement no later than

Thurs., Dec. 28 Noon

April

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

WILBRAHAM (April 6, 2023) – On 
March 31, the Minnechaug Regional High 
School Drama Club presented “Puffs”, a 
dramatic comedy by Matt Cox, portraying 
the story of the Hufflepuffs House from 
Harry Potter lore. 

Blending the themes of friendship, 
magic and bravery, the play provided the 
audience with a perfect mix of comedic 
relief and great adventures. 

Sophomore cast member Noelle His-
gen explained the purpose of the per-
formance, showcasing the Hufflepuff 
House, which often takes a backseat to 
the Gryffindor, Ravenclaw and Slytherin 
Houses.

“Everyone knows the story about Har-
ry Potter, but we don’t really get to know 
about the other houses. This show show-
cases the Hufflepuffs, also known as the 
Puffs,” Hisgen said. “The Puffs show that 
with teamwork and perseverance you can 
do anything you want in life. The Puffs 

don’t always get the good end of the stick, 
especially with those other houses, but 
they always have a good time, and that’s 
what I think the most important part of 
life is.”  

Beyond the play itself, the most nota-
ble development for the Drama Club this 
year may be the influx of new cast mem-
bers. 

In last spring’s performance of “She 
Kills Monsters”, there were less than 15 
cast members. This year, 32 students par-
ticipated, bringing to life 48 characters.

Senior cast member Jeremiah Griffin 
is proud of how much the Drama Club has 
grown during his time at Minnechaug. He 
pointed out last year’s performance as a 
major reason for the club’s development. 

“Last year, we had a smaller cast, and 
I think that cast did such a good job, it 
showed what Minnechaug’s Drama Club 
was all about,” Griffin said. “The perfor-
mance was amazing… afterwards every-
one talked about the play and how much 
they loved it. They came back this year 
and wanted to be part of it.”

The Minnechaug Drama Club excelled in its performance of “Puffs”. Photo courtesy of Kyle Garron.

Minnechaug’s Drama Club
presents ‘Puffs’

Minnechaug Tech Robotics Team won Skill Award at The New England FIRST 
STEM Exposition at The Big E on April 8: Back, from left: Geoffrey Kyei Ohemeng, 
stormtrooper, Kelvin Kyei Ohemeng, Darth Vader, stormtrooper, Kalhan Kar, Obi-Wan 
Kenobi and William Powell. Front, from left: Michelle Kyei Ohemeng, Willis Lam, R2-
KT, Arthur Lam and Riya Kar. Photo courtesy of Robotics Coach Sam Lam. 

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

WILBRAHAM (April 20, 2023) 
– Runners of all ages participated in 
the 2023 Falcon Trail Race on April 
16 at the McDonald Nature Preserve. 

Dozens of participants, coming 
from multiple communities, made 
their way down Washington Road, 
where the 5K race began at 10 a.m. 
The annual event was organized by 
the Wilbraham Friends of Recreation. 

“It’s one of the few things in the 
world that can bring everybody to-

gether; running. People of all ages 
and backgrounds (participate). It’s 
great. Everyone has a positive atti-
tude,” said Hunter Murphy, represent-
ing 4RUN3.

Representatives of 4RUN3, an 
East Longmeadow-based running 
store, assisted in the registration pro-
cess and were on-hand to time the 
race and set up equipment.

Wilbraham resident Jack Tassi-
nari, 17, crossed the finish line first, 
completing the approximately three-
mile course in an impressive 19 min-
utes, 34 seconds. 

He was grateful to the event’s or-

ganizers for coordinating the 5K. 
“I’m very thankful that our com-

munity has something like this, where 
we can get together and do a commu-
nity 5K like this one,” Tassinari said. 

Zach Zastawny, 17, came from 
out of town to secure a second-place 
finish on April 16. He was impressed 
by the nature preserve and considers 
it ideal for running. 

“This is a nice course. It’s perfect 
for trail racing,” he said. “This (event) 
is wonderful. I’m from Southwick 
and we don’t really have any races 
there so it’s cool that this town does.”

Dozens of people participated in the 2023 Falcon Trail 
Race on April 16. Turley photo by Dalton Zbierski.

2023 Falcon Trail Race held at McDonald Nature Preserve 

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

WILBRAHAM (April 27, 2023) 
– A talented six-person cast brought 
renewed energy into the Red Barn at 
Fountain Park for six performances of 
“Crimes of the Heart” in late April and 
early May.

Artistic Director and guild 
co-founder Mark Giza handpicked his 
cast to portray the story of the MaGrath 
sisters, who reunite in their hometown 
of Hazlehurst, MS in the mid-20th centu-
ry after more than a decade apart. 

“Crimes of the Heart” was written 
by American playwright Beth Henley. It 
won the 1981 Pulitzer Prize for Drama, 
the 1981 New York Drama Critics’ Cir-
cle Award for Best American Play and 
was nominated for the Tony Award. 

“I love the play. It has a lot of highs 
and lows in it. I really wanted something 
that would showcase these six actors,” 
Giza said. 

Giza has worked with the entire cast 
before and said he’s impressed with how 
quickly everything came together.

“It’s really been a labor of love; the 
whole thing has been a very good expe-
rience,” Giza said. 

In the Red Barn, the audience sur-
rounds the cast. Chris Rojas, who plays 
Barnette Lloyd, is no stranger to the 
setting; he has enjoyed his past perfor-
mances in the barn. 

“I’ve performed in theatres of all 
sizes, and the barn is really great be-
cause it’s such an intimate space. I feel 
like I can reach out and easily tell the 
story or just invite the audience to live in 
the story with me,” he said.

Theatre Guild of Hampden 
presents ‘Crimes of the Heart’
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Children 
Welcome!

VANGUARD   
DENTAL

1876 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
Our office is conveniently located across from the Friendly’s  

headquarters in Wilbraham on Route 20. Ample Parking!

413-543-2555
www.VanguardDentistry.com

Locally Owned Private Practice

Dr. Yogita 
Kanorwalla
D.M.D.

Use Your HSA 
& FSA Benefits 

Before They Expire!

Comfortable Dentistry
You Can Trust & Afford
• Same Day Crowns & Dentures
 3D CAD CAM Dentistry
• Dental Implants & Restorations
• Ask About Our Teeth Whitening
 Specials For A Brighter Smile

*Subject to approval. 
Regular Price $2999 and up.

Offer expires 12/31/23.

CLEAR ORTHODONTICS

Financing Options 
Available!

AS LOW AS 
per month*$99$99

Dr. Hiam Elias
Prosthodontist

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

MAY

As spring arrived, members of the Hampden Fire Department took their training 
outdoors. Photo courtesy of Hampden Fire Department.

Wilbraham became the 
automotive capital of New 
England for one day in 
May, as a car show was 
held in the parking lot 
of Minnechaug Regional 
High School, while the 
historic Wilbraham Hill 
Climb returned to Monson 
Road.  Shuttles were 
available to transport 
attendees from the high 
school to the base of 
Monson Road on Main 
Street. Hundreds, if not 
thousands, of people made their way to Wilbraham to participate in and enjoy the 
day’s festivities.  The car show at the high school featured more than 400 cars, both 
new and old. The hill climb included vintage million dollar vehicles from seven New 
England auto museums. Those on hand May 13 came from all across the country to 
experience what Wilbraham has to offer. Staff photo by Dalton Zbierski.

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

WILBRAHAM (May 11, 
2023) – Outdoor enthusiasts from 
multiple states gathered on May 6 
to plow and prepare the Wilbraham 
Community Garden on Monson 
Road. 

The 13th annual event kicked 
off the gardening season and fea-
tured guests from the Eastern Con-
necticut Draft Horse Association, 
several other Draft Horse owners 
and local vendors including Heart 
& Hustle, Stony Hill Farm, Little 
Oak Farm, King & Queen Spiritual 
Elements and others. 

“The horses came and plowed 
the garden. We had local vendors and a 
food truck. We had a drone to take video. 
We had a good crowd that came and went. 
It was a really good day,” said Communi-
ty Garden Land Management Coordinator 
Melissa Graves, who organized the event. 

More than 100 gardeners have plots 
in the community garden. The plots are 25 
feet by 50 feet; in the coming weeks, a 
team of volunteers will pound in over 100 

fence posts to help everyone get situated.
A range of farmers use the commu-

nity garden each year; some have been 
gardening there since 1975, Graves said. 
She noted that the gardeners come from 
beyond Wilbraham. 

“It’s awesome. There’s no borders. I 
have people from Monson and Hampden 
and Springfield and Ludlow. We have ev-
erybody. Everybody is welcome,” Graves 
said. 

Plowing the Wilbraham 
Community Garden 

Horses came from Connecticut to help plow the 
community garden last Saturday. Photo courtesy of 
Melissa Graves.

JUNE

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN (June 1, 
2023) - Residents marked 
Memorial Day on May 
29 with a parade on Main 
Street and an observance 
ceremony at the Veterans 
Memorial at Town Center. 

The parade kicked off 
at 10 a.m. at St. Mary’s 
Parish with members of 
the fire and police depart-
ments, V.F.W. Post 9397, 
veterans, the Minnechaug 
Regional High School 
Community Club and 
Band, Girl Scout Troops 
40160 and 65374, Next 
Stop Dance Studio and many more wav-
ing to spectators and tossed candy and 
beads.

At 11 a.m., residents gathered at 
Veterans Memorial at Town Center for 
the observance ceremony, led by Board 
of Selectmen Chair John Flynn and 
V.F.W. 9397 Quartermaster Jered Sasen.

“I’d like to thank everyone for com-
ng out on a beautiful day. Thank you for 
the respect you show by honoring our 
veterans and people who have served,” 
Flynn said. 

Sasen reflected on remembering, 
honoring and celebrating in his remarks, 

saying the fallen “were lives not lost in 
vain or anguish for each life lost has 
contributed to the evolution of America 
as we know it today.” 

“A free nation. A strong nation. A 
nation that stands tallest when we stand 
together, so we stand together today. We 
are reminded of the true cost of freedom 
and while we as a nation mourn the lives 
lost, we celebrate the lives lived and are 
forever grateful,” Sasen said. 

He added, “It is our responsibility 
to teach our youth that nothing comes 
without cost.”

“Sacrifices are meaningless without 
remembrance,” Sasen said.

The V.F.W. Post 9397 was one of many local 
organizations taking part in the Memorial Day 
Parade in Hampden on Memorial Day. Quartermaster 
Jered Sasen was the speaker for the Memorial Day 
observance ceremony. Turley photo by Kristin Rivers

Melissa Carreira, of Wilbraham, and her son Maddox cross the finish line of Rice’s 
5K Road Race on Saturday, June 3. Photo courtesy of proud uncle Peter Camyre.

Hampden commemorates
Memorial Day with parade and 
observance ceremony

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

SPRINGFIELD (June 8, 2023) – All three lev-
els of Symphony Hall in downtown Springfield were 
filled on June 2, as the Minnechaug Regional High 
School Class of 2023 graduated and 228 students re-
ceived diplomas. 

“It’s an honor to stand before you this evening 
and welcome you to Minnechaug Regional High 
School’s 2023 graduation exercises,” said Principal 
Steve Hale, before watching his son Joseph receive 
a diploma. 

Class Marshall, and 2024 Class President, Ed-
ward Owens directed the graduates to their seats, 
as Class President Patrick Cowles, Vice President 
David Noel, Treasurer Norah Doyle, Secretary 
Cayleigh Wall, Valedictorian Molly Olsen and Sa-
lutatorian/Class Speaker Nikolas Supczak took their 
seats on stage, alongside district staff and School 
Committee members. 

Cowles thanked the district’s faculty and ad-
ministrators for teaching him beyond the textbooks. 

“I will never forget the lessons and wisdom 
that’s been instilled on me, all of which truly goes 
deeper than a classroom. Maybe most importantly, 
I want to thank the student body for four years of 
amazing memories and experiences that will remain 
a part of my identity forever,” he said. 

Class of 2023 
graduates from 
Minnechaug at 
Symphony Hall 

From left, Class President Patrick Cowles, Vice-
President David Noel, Treasurer Norah Doyle, 
Secretary Cayleigh Wall and class speaker & 
Salutatorian Nikolas Supczak, pictured on stage at 
Symphony Hall.
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Community Bulletin Board

Send us in your announcements!
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, please keep it
to less than 50 words.  Please send to dzbierski@turley.com

Happy Birthday 
Shirley! 

Happy 97th birthday and Merry Christmas 
to Shirley Downey of Hampden

from your children, grandchildren
and great grandchildren!

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

SPRINGFIELD (June 8, 2023) – All three lev-
els of Symphony Hall in downtown Springfield were 
filled on June 2, as the Minnechaug Regional High 
School Class of 2023 graduated and 228 students re-
ceived diplomas. 

“It’s an honor to stand before you this evening 
and welcome you to Minnechaug Regional High 
School’s 2023 graduation exercises,” said Principal 
Steve Hale, before watching his son Joseph receive 
a diploma. 

Class Marshall, and 2024 Class President, Ed-
ward Owens directed the graduates to their seats, 
as Class President Patrick Cowles, Vice President 
David Noel, Treasurer Norah Doyle, Secretary 
Cayleigh Wall, Valedictorian Molly Olsen and Sa-
lutatorian/Class Speaker Nikolas Supczak took their 
seats on stage, alongside district staff and School 
Committee members. 

Cowles thanked the district’s faculty and ad-
ministrators for teaching him beyond the textbooks. 

“I will never forget the lessons and wisdom 
that’s been instilled on me, all of which truly goes 
deeper than a classroom. Maybe most importantly, 
I want to thank the student body for four years of 
amazing memories and experiences that will remain 
a part of my identity forever,” he said. 

Class of 2023 
graduates from 
Minnechaug at 
Symphony Hall 

From left, Class President Patrick Cowles, Vice-
President David Noel, Treasurer Norah Doyle, 
Secretary Cayleigh Wall and class speaker & 
Salutatorian Nikolas Supczak, pictured on stage at 
Symphony Hall.

JULY

On June 20, PV Financial and LUSO Federal Credit Union joined together to create a fun and interactive initiative to promote safety with 
the Wilbraham Community and its children, hosting Wilbraham’s first ever “Slide Into Summer Safety” event at Spec Pond. 
Children enjoyed water slides, splash pad, a dance floor, ice cream and more! Kids are encouraged to interact with Wilbraham and 
Hampden firefighters, police officers, EMTs and members of the Wilbraham DPW. Ice cream was generously donated by Rice Fruit Farm 
and featured vanilla, chocolate or cookie dough.  

AUGUST

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM (Aug. 24, 2023) - The Select Board recognized 
Officer Mark Harris on Aug. 21 with the Life Saving Award for his 
response to a water rescue call.

Harris recounted the July 14 rescue, which involved an inflat-
able raft at a kayak launch area on Red Bridge Road. 

“Someone called because they saw someone going on a raft 
and given the dangerous area, they called us. I responded, I was the 
first on the scene and I saw two people in an inflatable raft. As I 
got down there, I basically saw that they started drifting off into the 
strong current where the two currents come together,” Harris said. 

As Harris encouraged the man to come back in, he fell over-
board, and his leg wrapped around a makeshift anchor with 
weights, and he was pulled underwater.

“I had to take all of my stuff on, jump in and help him get 
himself untangled. Me, him and his female companion, we swam 
the raft to the side out of the current where we awaited respond-
ing units and the fire department to kind of extricate out of there,” 
Harris said. 

After the Select Board presented the award to Harris, he was 
also presented with a plaque from Police Chief Ed Lennon. 

From the left, Police Chief Ed Lennon, Select Board Chairman 
Theresa Goodrich, Officer Mark Harris, Vice Chairman Sue Bunnell 
and Clerk Michael Squindo take a group photo after Harris 
received the Life Saving Award at the Aug. 21 Board of Selectmen 
meeting. Turley photo by Kristin Rivers 

Select Board recognizes Officer Harris
with Life Saving Award
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In observance of NEW YEAR’S
PUBLIC NOTICES 

WILL HAVE AN EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice no later than

Thurs., Dec. 28 NoonThurs., Dec. 28 Noon
Share the Adventure with us soon!  

For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net

or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

7-NIGHT BERMUDA CRUISE  – 
May 24-31, 2024
Call now – January 15 deadline!

Dec. 30 ....Moulin Rouge! ..................................$125
Jan. 27 .....Ain’t Too Proud – Temptations ........$99
March 16 .Frozen at P.P.A.C. ..............................$130
May 4 ......Kennedy Library .................................$95
Aug. 30 ....7-night Nova Scotia Cruise from $1499

SHIPS’ REGISTRY: BAHAMAS & UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

BRIDGEWATER (Sept. 14, 2023) – A 
Wilbraham native spent the most exciting 
10 days of her summer in Montana, pur-
suing her dream of becoming a geologist. 

Olivia Ranck, a junior geology ma-
jor at Bridgewater State University and 
graduate of Minnechaug Regional High 
School, traveled to Southwestern Mon-
tana from July 8-18 to research volcanic 
basalt, an igneous rock. 

“I’m very passionate about geology; I 
love it. Looking at rocks, I’m like a kid 
looking at a candy store,” Ranck said. 
“This has been an opportunity of a life-
time, and I’m filled with thankfulness and 
gratefulness just for getting to go on a trip 
like this.”

Ranck’s project consisted of connect-
ing the lava flow to the Yellowstone hot 
spot range. She noted that the Timber 
Hill basalt is about 100 km away from 
the Heise volcanic field, which is located 
within the Snake River Plane of Yellow-
stone hot spot track in Idaho.

“So, we spent some time going to sev-
eral different locations, where we collect-
ed samples of the basalt, and on a map it’s 
like a trail and eventually leads to Yellow-
stone,” Ranck said. “That’s why we were 

like, ‘Okay, maybe it came from there.’” 
Compared to Wilbraham, the weather 

is much different in Montana, Ranck said. 
She described Massachusetts’ climate as 
“very hot, humid, muggy and damp.” 

In Montana, “it was so much dryer, 
and the air was so much cleaner because 
there was so much open space. The smell 
of the sage brush, I wish I could have 
brought it home with me. It was also very 
sunny,” she said.

Olivia Ranck, of Wilbraham, researched 
volcanic basalt in Montana this summer. 
Photo submitted by Olivia Ranck.

Aspiring geologist travels to 
Montana for research

Wilbraham Middle School held its After School Social on Sept. 15. Photo courtesy of 
Courtney Derosia.

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

WEST SPRINGFIELD (Oct. 12, 
2023) – For the second consecutive 
year, Wilbraham native Emily Jakubasz 
Bonci delivered prime-cut alpaca fiber 
from her Rhode Island farm to the East-
ern States Exposition and did not leave 
empty handed. 

Bonci owns and operates Chaos 
Farm with her husband Tim, a Holyoke 
native, in Lincoln, RI, where she raises 
female alpacas and produces raw fleece. 

Last year, Bonci submitted fleece 
from her alpacas Sassafras and Cecilia 
in the table fleece competitions at the 
Big E. To her astonishment, Sassafras 
won a blue ribbon for first place in her 
category, and Cecilia won a ribbon of 
her own for finishing second in her cat-
egory. 

This September, Bonci raised the 
stakes. 

“Really, this year, we said, ‘Go big 
or go home.’ We put five of our girls 
into the competition. Each one of them 
placed and each one of them got ribbons. 
This year, we knew how big of a deal it 
was. Last year was a bit of a surprise, 
but this year we really did a lot of people 
proud, including ourselves.”

For those looking to raise alpacas, 
Bonci encourages getting a mentor such 
as Tetreault. As for her next homecom-

ing to the Big E, Bonci is excited about 
the prospect of participating again in 
2023. 

“The Big E is in our DNA coming 
from Western Mass. Now, we’re just a 
bigger part of the Big E. It’s really quite 
neat,” she said. 

Emily Jakubasz Bonci and her husband 
Tim Bonci hold ribbons with their 
daughter Hadleigh and son Lance. Photo 
courtesy of Emily Jakubasz Bonci

Alpaca farmer with Wilbraham 
roots earns ribbons at Big E

On Oct. 3 at 11:30 a.m., 
Wilbraham and Hampden 
Fire Departments were 
dispatched to a technical 
rescue at Sunrise Peak 
for a hiker whose dog had 
become stuck on a ledge 
approximately 35 feet 
up with no easy access. 
Firefighters hiked into the 
scene while rope rescue 
equipment was brought in 
via a UTV. The department 
drone was also deployed 
to quickly access the area 
and evaluate the scene.
Firefighters set up ropes 
that allowed one to safely 
access the dog and 
ultimately bring the dog 
to safety and return it to 
the owner. Photos and caption 
courtesy of the Wilbraham Fire 
Department.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each 
advertiser is re-
quested to check 
their advertise-
ment the first time 
it appears. This 
paper will not be 
responsible for 
more than one 
corrected inser-
tion, nor will be li-
able for any error 
in an advertise-
ment to a greater 
extent than the 
cost of the space 
occupied by the 
item in the adver-
tisement.
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SPORTS
Swim teams sweep Holyoke

WILBRAHAM – Last Tuesday afternoon, it was a 
clean sweep in the pool at Minnechaug at the Falcons 
boys and girls swimming teams defeated Holyoke. The 
girls were winners 133-44. Gabby Harding won the 100 
free and 100 breast stroke. Emma Grzebienowski took 
the 50 free and 100 backstroke. The Falcons won all the 
relay events as well. On the boys side, Minnechaug won 
127-26.  Brady Pjar took the 100 fly and 50 free while 
Dawson Rice was a winner in the 500 free and 100 back-
stroke.

Dawson Rice emerges after starting his event.

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande
Nhi Nguyen competes in the fly stroke.

Alayna Lucas makes way across the pool.

Bianca Fachetti attempts a dive.

Liam Pouliot makes his way towards the end of the pool.

WEST SPRINGFIELD – In an important matchup 
for both teams, Ludlow and Minnechaug hockey met up 
on the ice prior to the Christmas holiday at Olympia Ice 
Center in West Springfield last Thursday night. Ludlow 
was searching for its first win of the season while Min-
nechaug was looking to improve to 3-1. The result of the 
matchup was not available as of press time.

Falcons, Lions 
lock up

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Tim Harrigan chases down a puck on defense.

Derek Semanie eyes the opposition as he looks to clear 
the puck.

Mike Roy chases down a puck on defense.

Goalie Gage Vedovelli makes a save of his pads.

Enzo Hrycay tries to clear the puck away ahead of the 
opposition.
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Hey, Wilbraham Hiking Club: 
There’s an App for That!

Sue Burk

In 2023, the Wilbraham Hiking Club had a hike 
nearly every week.   Our adventures have ranged 
from the Quabbin to the north, Brimfield to the east, 
East Windsor to the south, Holyoke to the west, lots 
of hiking spots in-between, and of course, many 
great hikes right here in Wilbraham.   Participa-
tion has ranged from two to 14 hikers per hike, and 
the age range of hikers has been from seven to 81!  
Most of our hikes have been easy to moderate, at a 
relaxed pace, but we’ve had a few glorious, mod-
erate hikes at a quicker pace, too, thanks to leaders 
with the ability to lead those kinds of hikes.  We’ve 
had great hikes on sunny days, but neither rain nor 
snow (nor ice) has stopped us from heading to the 
trails and having a great time together.   We recent-
ly had to change our route because of flooded trail 
sections on the Scantic River in Connecticut, but 
that just added to the adventure!   And we’ve man-
aged to fit in some delicious after-hike lunches on 
a few of our hikes.

Starting with our January hikes, and going 
forward, the Wilbraham Hiking Club will be us-
ing the TeamReach App to register for hikes.  The 
January Hikes are already posted on TeamReach!   
By downloading the TeamReach App and join-
ing the hiking club there, hikers can use it to:   
get notifications and reminders about upcoming 
hikes.

RSVP yes/maybe/no to hikes. 
See who else is going.  
Change an RSVP, post photos, etc. 
 

TeamReach is easy to use!  It is available at the 
Apple App Store and the Google Play Store. To join 
the Wilbraham Hiking Club there, use the Group 
Code WHC01095.  After joining, hikers should set 
their notification to  allow push notifications and 
email notifications so that the hiking club can send 
notes and reminders about upcoming hikes.

Hikers who do not have a smartphone or tablet 
and want to be part of the Wilbraham Hiking Club 
can send an email to  wilbrahamhiking@gmail.
com and their email address will be added so they 
will be notified of upcoming hikes. Hikers who do 
not have the app, will also have to RSVP to wilbra-
hamhiking@gmail.com, and will not see who else 
is going, etc.

The Wilbraham Hiking Club welcomes new 
and returning hikers and hike leaders for all hik-
ing levels! Hike Leaders can choose a location and 
difficulty level and mileage/duration that works for 
them and lead one hike a year or one every day, or 
anything in between.  Please contact wilbrahamhik-
ing@gmail.com  if you’d like to lead hikes for the 
WHC! 

Now that “there’s an app for that”, it’s easy to 
join the fun!  Great scenery, great flora and fauna, 
great exercise and great company await you when 
you put one foot in front of the other as part of the 
Wilbraham Hiking Club!

Courtesy of Sue Burk

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande
Alani Botas makes her way up the court.

Lyric Nelson sprints down the court.

Cailin O’Brien tries to work around pressure.

Central defense shuts down Falcons

Ava Ofcarcik follows through on a jump shot.

Jayla Comes eyes the hoops as she dribbles near the arc.

SPRINGFIELD – After having some great offensive 
production early this season, Minnechaug girls basket-
ball ran into a tough Central team on Tuesday night and 
was defeated 55-21. Elizabeth Woytowicz had eight 
points while Lylah Jeannotte had five points. The Falcons 
were 2-2 heading into the holiday break.

SPRINGFIELD – On Dec. 13, St. 
Louis Blues President of Hockey Op-
erations and General Manager  Doug 
Armstrong announced the team has re-
lieved  Craig Berube  of his coaching 
duties and named Springfield Thun-
derbirds head coach  Drew Bannis-
ter interim head coach.  Bannister will 
travel to St. Louis on Wednesday and 
serve his first game behind the bench 
on Thursday when the Blues host the 
Ottawa Senators.  

Bannister, 49, has spent the past 
three seasons with the Blues’ AHL af-
filiate in Springfield, leading the team 
to a 93-58-19 regular-season record.   
The Belleville, Ontario, native has also 
guided the Thunderbirds to consec-
utive playoff appearances, including 
2021-22, when they won the Eastern 
Conference and reached the Calder 
Cup Final.

Bannister began his coaching ca-
reer in the Ontario Hockey League 
(OHL), where he spent three seasons 
as an assistant with Owen Sound and 
three as head coach with the Soo Grey-
hounds.  He also served as head coach 

of the AHL’s San Antonio Rampage 
and as an associate coach with the Uti-
ca Comets.   As a player, Bannister’s 
career spanned over 20 years and in-
cluded 164 NHL regular-season games 
between the Tampa Bay Lightning, 
Edmonton Oilers, Anaheim Mighty 
Ducks, and New York Rangers.

In addition, Thunderbirds gener-
al manager  Kevin Maxwell  has an-
nounced that  Daniel Tkaczuk  will 
take over the head coaching duties in 
Springfield on an interim basis.

Tkaczuk, 44,  joined the St. Louis 
Blues organization in 2016 as an assis-
tant coach with the club's AHL affili-
ate, the Chicago Wolves. After spend-
ing the 2017-18 season as a Skills 
Coach with the Blues, he rejoined the 
AHL affiliate as an assistant coach 
under Bannister in 2018, a role he has 
held ever since, including a promotion 
to Associate Head Coach in 2022.

The Toronto, Ontario native began 
his coaching career in the OHL as an 
assistant coach with the Owen Sound 
Attack from 2011-15 before spending 
the 2015-16 season with the Kitchener 

Rangers. Tkaczuk and Bannister were 
co-assistant coaches with Owen Sound 
from 2012-15.

Tkaczuk was the sixth overall draft 
pick in the 1997 NHL Draft by the Cal-
gary Flames and played 12 profession-
al seasons in both North America and 
Europe. As a member of the Saint John 
Flames, Tkaczuk captured a Calder 
Cup championship in 2000-01. He was 
tied for second among Flames skaters 
with 10 goals in the Calder Cup Play-
offs that season.

In 286  AHL games with Saint 
John, the Worcester IceCats, Bridge-
port Sound Tigers, Charlotte, Syra-
cuse, Rochester, and Hartford, Tk-
aczuk posted 59 goals and 109 assists 
for 168 points. He was a career point-
per-game performer in the playoffs, 
scoring 14 goals and adding 17 assists 
in 29 career Calder Cup playoff con-
tests. Tkaczuk also skated in 19 NHL 
games with Calgary, putting up 11 
points (four goals, seven assists) in the 
2000-01 season.

T-Birds coach gets call to NHL,
named interim coach of Blues
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NOVEMBER

Vote needed 66.7% of votes, 
receives 64.8%

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

HAMPDEN (Nov. 2, 2023) – Only 
standing room was available in the Thorn-
ton Burgess School auditorium for the 
Oct. 30 Special Town Meeting, as sever-
al hundred attendees determined the fu-
ture of high-speed fiber optic internet in 
Hampden.

Article 2 requested approval for 
Hampden to borrow $8.57 million for the 
installation of 71 miles of fiber optic ca-
ble. Ultimately, the item failed by mere 
percentage points.

To pass, the article required a two-
thirds majority vote; however, only 64.8% 
of residents on-hand voted in favor, fail-
ing just shy of the 66.7% needed. A total 
of 133 residents gave their approval while 
72 opposed the article.

The Fiber Optic Committee reported 
that the goal of building out high-speed fi-
ber optic internet infrastructure is to offer 
Hampden residents and businesses a reli-
able and competitive alternative to their 
current internet provider.

It was said that fiber optic internet is 
the pathway to rapid, dependable connec-
tivity. Its installation over a three-to-five-
year window would give residents the 
ability to choose television programming 

of their choice without having to bundle 
unwanted services. 

Most of the residents who spoke on 
the item were in favor of installing the fi-
ber optic cable.

Several residents came to the podium 
to express disinterest in the article. The 
first was Thad Clavette. 

“I’m the guy who writes all the com-
ments on the internet that says, ‘Vote no.’ 
For me, it’s a personal reason, primarily 
because I have a TiVo unit in my house, 
and the fiber optic will not work,” he said. 

When the final vote was cast, and the 
approval was missed by less than four 
votes, a contingent of angry residents 
watching the meeting on Zoom com-
plained that they couldn’t vote virtually in 
favor of the item.

Thad Clavette speaks against fiber optic 
internet during the Oct. 30 Special Town 
Meeting. Turley photo by Dalton Zbierski

Hampden Fiber optic article falls 
short at the goal line 

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM (Nov. 16, 2023) - A 
large gathering of residents, communi-
ty members, veterans and their families 
came together on Veterans Day for a cer-
emony at Crane Veteran Memorial Park.

The Nov. 11 ceremony, presided 
over by Director of Veterans Services 
Jered Sasen, included Boy Scout Troop 
359 member Elliot Sylvester leading the 
Pledge of Allegiance, the Minnechaug 
Regional High School Choir perform-
ing the National Anthem and the high 
school’s band performing the “Veterans 
Salute.”

Additionally, local veterans were rec-
ognized, including U.S. Army Veteran 
David Manning, Marine Corps Veteran 
John Cortese, U.S. Navy Veteran retired 
Navy Chief, Boatswain’s Mate Ronald 
Hale, Air Force Veteran Jeff Hurley and 
U.S. Coast Guard Veteran Jerry Ladue, 
who placed an American flag for each 
U.S. military branch.

U.S. Army Sgt. Robert Kelliher, Jr., a 

Vietnam War Veteran, was recognized as 
the 2023 Veteran of the Year. He received 
a plaque from Sasen on behalf of the town 
and Department of Veterans Services and 
certificates of recognition from State Rep. 
Angelo Puppolo, Jr. (D-Springfield) and 
Jennifer Pickering, MSM, district direc-
tor, on behalf of State Sen. Jacob Oliveira 
(D-Ludlow).

Sasen said this year’s ceremony hon-
ored Bob Page, an Army Veteran who 
served in the Korean War. Page, who 
passed away on Oct. 13, 2023, was heav-
ily involved in the community, including 
the building of the Wilbraham Senior 
Center.

“He was just a really great friend and 
an ally of the Veterans Service Depart-
ment here in Wilbraham,” Sasen said. “I 
didn’t really know many of the town vet-
erans as well as he did, so he made sure 
that he would rally the troops, so to speak, 
to come to my events and he was just such 
a great guy and a true friend.”

Kelliher, humbled by his honor, had 
this simple message for the community.

“We’re a family. The world is a fami-
ly, and we need to act like one,” Kelliher 
said.

Veterans Day ceremony at Crane 
Veteran Memorial Park

Firefighter Patrick 
Farrow connects with 

a student at Green 
Meadow School 
in Hampden, as 

firefighters and EMTs 
visited students in 

November as part of 
the S.A.F.E. program. 

Photo courtesy of Principal 
Sharon Moberg.

DECEMBER

The event was sponsored by 
the Rotary Club of 
Wilbraham-Hampden

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com 

WILBRAHAM (Dec. 7, 2023) - Eve-
ning rain showers did not stop residents 
from coming to Gazebo Park on Dec. 3 
for the town’s Christmas Tree Lighting.

The annual event, sponsored by the 
Rotary Club of Wilbraham-Hampden, 
which will be celebrating 50 years in 
2024, had attendees enjoying hot choc-
olate and treats served by LUSO Feder-
al Credit Union, also an event sponsor, 
watching this year’s tree light up with 
Christmas lights and a visit with Santa 
Claus, who arrived at Gazebo Park via 

fire truck with the fire department.
Additionally, attendees dropped off 

hygiene products including shampoo, 
liquid soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
combs and more for the Rotary Club 
to donate to local area organizations to 
support the homeless population.

Rotary Club Secretary Brad Sperry 
and Jim Robinson, a longtime member 
of the organization, were excited to hold 
the tree lighting, explaining the event 
has gone on for many years.

Robinson and Sperry shared the 
community support to help bring the 
event to life every year means a lot to 
the club.

“We were overwhelmed, really, by 
the reaction,” Sperry said.

“It’s our livelihood to support the 
community. We try to help. It’s a two-
way street helping the less fortunate,” 
Robinson said.

A group photo of Santa Claus with members of the Rotary Club of Wilbraham-
Hampden during this year’s Christmas Tree Lighting at Gazebo Park. Turley photo by 
Kristin Rivers

Community comes together for 
annual Christmas Tree Lighting

Minnechaug Key Club 
students volunteer at the 
library

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

HAMPDEN (Dec. 14, 2023) – The 
line nearly went out the door at the 
Hampden Public Library on Dec. 9, as 
youngsters patiently waited to take pho-
tos with Santa and Mrs. Claus. 

Afterwards, they enjoyed a variety 
of crafts, games and snacks in the Town 
Hall auditorium, where students from 
the Minnechaug Regional High School 
Key Club volunteered their time. 

“We love it; I think it’s our favorite 
day of the year,” Library Director Ellen 
Moriarty said. “We really enjoy seeing 
all the kids with their families coming 
to see Santa and Mrs. Claus. Some kids 
have their lists all ready to go. Some 
kids make their lists while they’re wait-
ing. It’s all very, very cute.”

The multi-faceted event was spon-
sored by the Friends of the Hampden 
Public Library. Youth Services Librarian 
Kate Rumplik invited the teens from the 
Key Club to help run numerous crafts 
and games. 

“It’s really a great day,” she said. “I 
absolutely couldn’t do it without them. 
I’d never be able to pull it off. They al-
ways show up on time and help me clean 
up at the end. They’re just great kids.” 

Members of the Minnechaug Key Club joined Santa and Mrs. Claus in volunteering 
their time at the Hampden Public Library on Dec. 9. Photo courtesy of the Hampden Public 
Library. 

Santa, Mrs. Claus spread holiday 
cheer in Hampden 
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

A DUMP TRUCK
Cleaning out attics, cellars, garages, 
estate cleanouts, scrap metal removal. 
413-569-1611 or 413-374-5377.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING Interior, residential, com-
mercial and new construction, wall-
paper removal, sheetrock and plaster 
repairs. Quality products. Since 1985. 
Free estimates. Fully Insured.  Call 
Brad Forbes at 413-887-1987.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

GATEWAY REGIONAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

Gateway Regional is seeking a 6-hour 
custodian for the Littleville Elementary 
School/Main Complex. Hours will be 11 
a.m.-5:30 p.m.  
Work days Monday-Friday. Looking 
for a highly motivated individual who 
is able to:
• Read and follow instructions
• Have knowledge of cleaning proce-

dures
•  Experience in cleaning and mainte-

nance a plus
•  Lift 50 lbs or more
•  Be self-motivated
•  Work alone or with a group
• Good communication skills with 

staff and the public
•  Knowledge of operation of equip-

ment such as a floor scrubber, 
snow blower, etc.

•  Work in the extreme cold and heat
•  Have a valid driver’s license
•  High school degree or GED

Send letter of interest and resume to: 
William Sullivan, Interim Principal; 
Gateway High/Middle School, 12  Lit-
tleville Road, Huntington, MA 01050
Deadline: January 5, 2024
GRSD is an EOE

TOWN OF PALMER: 
CLERK BOARD OF HEATH

Duties include responsibility for per-
forming secretarial and general office 
support activities. Work often involves 
public contact and effective coordina-
tion with other Town departments and 
outside organizations. Work requires 
sound exercise of judgment, initiative, 
and discretion based on knowledge 
of administrative or operating policies 
and procedures. For a full job descrip-
tion please go to www.townof-
palmer.com/jobs or contact Nicole 
Gauthier at ngauthier@townof-
palmer.com.  The Town of Palmer is 
an EOE/AA employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES HELP WANTED REAL ESTATEJUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS
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AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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Base Price
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$31.00
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$33.00
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$33.50
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$34.00
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$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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December 2022 December 2023

What a difference a year makes! 

We look forward to sharing 
even more with you in 2024!!

Wishes to all for a happy, 
healthy holiday season.

Happy New and Exciting Year!!
The Wilbraham Senior Center 

Building Committee
As always, feel free to send 

questions/ comments to seniorin-
fo2021@gmail.com or leave a 

voicemail at 596-2800 ext 315.
Linda Tatko Cooper

RN for Wilbraham Senior Center 
Building Committee

WILBRAHAM – This year, Pio-
neer Valley Financial Group extended 
their giving to the vibrant seniors of 
Wilbraham with a donation of $20,000 
to the town’s new senior center! After 
12 years of planning and preparation, 
the new facility is on pace to open in 
March 2024, providing extra space and 
opportunities for Wilbraham’s rapidly 
growing elderly community. With close 
to 40% of the town’s adult population 
as seniors, PV Financial was proud to 
show their support for a new state-of-
the art building! Photo courtesy of PV Finan-
cial Group. 

Giving Tuesday: PV Financial donates 
$20,000 to new Wilbraham Senior CenterWILBRAHAM 

PLANNING BOARD
The Wilbraham Planning 

Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, 
January 10, 2024, at 5:45 
PM in the Town Office 
Building, 240 Springfield 
Street, on the application of 
Bryan and Christine Stadnicki 
to allow an extension of 
the deadline for a previous-
ly issued Special Permit 
(SP06-05) as required under 
Sections 3.4.2.5 and 4.7 of the 
Wilbraham Zoning By-Law 
for approval of a Flexible 
Nonsubdivision (Estate Lot) 
Plan consisting of single 
building lot (Lot B-4) con-
taining approximately 7.35 
acres of land with 50 feet of 
frontage on Red Gap Road 
and being located on all or 
a portion of land known as 
5V Red Gap Road as shown 
on information on file in the 
Planning Office and posted 
for public viewing on the 
Planning Board page of the 
Town of Wilbraham web-
site at www.wilbraham-ma.
gov/123/Planning-Board. 
Both in person and virtu-
al participation are avail-
able. To participate virtu-
ally go to https://meet.goto.
com/929325397 or call 877-
309-2073 (Access Code: 929-
325-397).

John McCloskey
Chair

12/21, 12/28/2023

WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD
The Wilbraham Planning 

Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, 
January 10, 2024, at 6:00 
PM in the Town Office 
Building, 240 Springfield 
Street, on the application of 
Michael and Christina Pietras 
for a special permit (#SP23-
13) under sections 3.9.2.15 
and 4.10 of the Wilbraham 
Zoning By-Law to allow use 
of a portion (approximately 
900 square feet) of an existing 
detached accessory structure 
(garage/carriage house) at 592 
Ridge Road as an accessory 
apartment, and for amend-
ment of a prior special permit 
(#SP19-06) which prohibited 
use of the structure for living 
space, as shown on informa-
tion on file in the Planning 
Office and posted for pub-
lic viewing on the Planning 
Board page of the Town of 
Wilbraham website at www.
wi lbraham-ma.gov/123/
Planning-Board. Both in per-
son and virtual participation 
are available. To participate 
virtually go to https://meet.
goto.com/929325397 or call 
877-309-2073 (Access Code: 
929-325-397).

John McCloskey
Chair

12/21, 12/28/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P2602EA
Estate of:

Leon N King, Jr.
Also known as: 

Leon Napoleon King, Jr.
Date of Death: 12/02/2023 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate  of  Wi l l  wi th 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed 
by Stuart King of Ellington, 
CT requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief 
as requested in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
t h a t :  S t u a r t  K i n g  o f 
Ellington, CT be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of  said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
in unsupervised administra-
tion.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
01/17/2024.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: December 20, 2023 

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

12/28/2023

PUBLIC NOTICES

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

Events&announcements scheduleannouncements schedule
Wilbraham Troop 359 – 
Bottle & Can Drive

Saturday, Jan. 6

WILBRAHAM – Wilbraham 
Troop 359 will have their Bottle 
& Can Drive on Sat, Jan. 6, 2024, 
from 8 a.m. to Noon. It will be held 
in St. Cecilia’s Church parking lot. 
All donations to Troop 359 provide 
support toward camping equip-
ment and supplies, program mate-
rials, registration and activity fees 
throughout the year. People come 
to the troop’s bottle & can drives 
year after year. The generous com-
munity support and donations are 
greatly appreciated.

Spiritual Healing to re-
turn to Federated
Community Church

HAMPDEN – The Federated 
Community Church of Hampden, 
located on Main Street, will be of-
fering Spiritual Healing on the first 
Sunday of each month at 11:30 
a.m., beginning in January. 

Wilbraham Public
Library welcomes
community feedback

WILBRAHAM – The Wilbra-
ham Public Library is beginning to 
work on its next strategic plan and 

invites all community members to 
complete a survey to provide input 
on the library’s collections and ser-
vices.  

The survey is available to com-
plete online through the library 
website, www.wilbrahamlibrary.
org, and printed copies are avail-
able to pick up that the library, town 
hall, and senior center. The deadline 
to complete the survey is Jan. 12.   
The Strategic Planning Committee 
will meet this winter and spring, 
and the goal is to complete the new 
plan before June.  If you have any 
questions, please contact library di-
rector Karen Ball at kball@wilbra-
ham-ma.gov or 596-6141 ext. 159.

Sourdough Workshop to 
be held at the
Wilbraham library

WILBRAHAM – Baker and 
food blogger Sourdough Brandon 
will present his Sourdough Starter 
Workshop at the Wilbraham Public 
Library on Monday, Jan. 22 from 6 
– 7 p.m. Attendees will learn how 
to build, maintain, and store a sour-
dough starter and will even receive 
a free sample to get baking. Online 
registration is required, and space is 
limited. To register, please contact 
the library at 413-596-6141 or visit 
the Event Calendar at www.wilbra-
hamlibrary.org. This free program 
is sponsored by the Wilbraham 
Friends of the Library.

Teens Who Code to meet 
in Wilbraham Jan. 31 

WILBRAHAM – Teens Who 
Code  will have their first meet-
ing on Wednesday, Jan. 31, 2024, 
from 3:30-5 p.m. at the Wilbraham 
Public Library. Facilitated by Mrs. 
Christine Goonan, this club is look-
ing for new members. Grades 6-12 
can explore project-based cod-
ing in a fun and friendly environ-
ment.  Meetings are once a month 
in the Teen Loft at the library, and 
all  attendees need a laptop to join 
in. Online registration is required 
at  www.wilbrahamlibrary.org  or 
call 413-596-6141.  After register-
ing, teens will receive more info by 
email. This is a free program hosted 
by the Wilbraham Public Library.

Margolis Orthodontics to 
hold January food drive

WILBRAHAM – Margolis 
Orthodontics, 3 Crane Park Drive, 
Suite 5, Wilbraham, is holding a 
food drive for the month of January. 
They are hoping to help the needy 
families in the area. Any non-per-
ishable items would be appreciated. 
Anyone who makes a food dona-
tion will be entered into a gift card 
raffle.



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESPage 16 December 28, 2023

1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA
413-566-8324

JOIN US NEW YEAR’S EVE 
FOR DINNER!

Reservations RecommendedReservations Recommended
Offering Our Regular Menu Plus Great Specials!Offering Our Regular Menu Plus Great Specials!

BOOK YOUR NEXT FUNCTION WITH US!

Our Private Greenhouse Banquet Facility 
Can Accomodate Up To 100 People

lacucinahampden.com
Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm & Sun. 11:30am-9pm
12/24 Christmas Eve 11:30am-6pm • 12/25 Christmas Day Closed

12/31 New Year’s Eve 11:30am-10pm • 1/1 New Year’s Day 11:30am-9pm

di Hampden House

Make Your Holiday Entertaining Easy...
We have catering trays available! 

Visit our website for our banquet & Catering menus.

LIVE MUSIC!!! 
Every Friday & Saturday

Visit Facebook For Lineup

Showers, Christenings, Rehearsal Dinners, Weddings, etc.
For more information contact Lori Atkinson at 413-566-8324

 or by email at lacucinagreenhouse@gmail.com

route20barandgrille.com

2341 Boston Rd., (Rt. 20) Wilbraham

413.279.2020
Serving: Tuesday-Wednesday 4-9pm

Thursday-Saturday 11:30am-9:30pm
Sunday 11:30am-8pm

WITH EXTENDED BAR HOURSBar & Grille
EST. 2016

NEW YEAR’S EVE!NEW YEAR’S EVE!
FRANK SERAFINOFRANK SERAFINO

Performing 6-9pmPerforming 6-9pm
We welcome We welcome 
reservations reservations 
for parties for parties 

of 6 or more.of 6 or more.
ENJOY OUR ENJOY OUR 

REGULAR MENU REGULAR MENU 
WITH AWESOME WITH AWESOME 

SPECIALS!SPECIALS!

SUNDAY NIGHT 
$17 STEAK
N’ BREW

Dine In Only
While Supplies Last

LIVE MUSIC
Thurs. 12/28 Joe Zabien
Fri. 12/29 John Cantalini

Sat. 12/30 Eagle Eyes
Sun. 12/31 Frank Serafino

TUESDAY NIGHT 
$15 PRIME RIB

Dine In Only
While Supplies Last

SUNDAY 
BRUNCH
Sundays 11:30-2:30
(Plus Our Regular Menu Until 8pm)
Featuring Our Build Your Own 
Bloody Mary & Mimosa Bar!

$25 THREE COURSE 
MEALS EVERY 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT!
Dine In Only

While Supplies Last

DINING
LIVE MUSIC

KENO
RESERVATIONS 

RECOMMENDED
SERVING

LUNCH & DINNER

2133 Boston Road, Wilbraham
413.271.1208

Open Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm
Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 12-8pm

Closed Christmas & New YearsDay

PETER
NEWLAND

(of FAT)
Saturday, 1/13

FRED
MARION
Friday, 1/5

LIVIO
GRAVINI
Friday, 1/26

BRAD
SHEPARD

Friday, 12/29
Sunday, 12/31

Sunday, 1/6

LUTHER
Saturday, 12/30

Friday, 1/12
Saturday, 1/20

CHARLIE
BONGIOVI
Saturday, 1/27

FRANK
SERAFINO
Friday, 1/19

Join us 
New Year’s Eve

Sunday, 
Dec. 31st
Dinner & 

Live Music With 
Brad Shepard 
and a Special 

New Year’s Eve 
Menu!

Whether you are hosting a party at home,  looking for a quiet dinner out or 
planning to do some serious celebrating  we’ve got you covered for a festive finale!

Let’s Celebrate!Let’s Celebrate!


