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HAMPDEN - The Scantic Riv-
er Artisans hosted a Holiday Greet-
ing Card Workshop at the senior 
center on Dec. 12.

The workshop, overseen by 
Chris Sterritt, is part of the art as-
sociation’s Interactive Learning 
Through Art classes they offer 
throughout the year.

Here, attendees learned how 

to complete a watercolor painting 
for a festive holiday greeting card 
by depicting a winter scene with a 
snowy field, a gradated blue back-
ground sky with background trees, 
two large birch trees with a fence in 
the foreground and two cardinals.

The next classes are creating 
collages on Feb. 27 and flower ar-
ranging by Bilton’s on April 17, 
with more forthcoming in 2025.

Sterritt explained the artisans 
chose a holiday greeting card as the 
workshop fell around the holiday 

season.
“The scene incorporated sever-

al techniques common to the water-
color medium such as a gradating 
sky, masking the birch trees so the 
sky could be painted without dis-
turbing the white of the birch trees 
and using a dry brush painting ap-
proach to paint the patterns seen 
on the bark of birch trees. They 
also used a fine brush to paint the 
branches of the trees and the fence,” 

Scantic River Artisans host Holiday 
Greeting Card Workshop

Teen Advisory Board 
crafts homemade 
blankets to donate

By Amanda Munson
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - The teens at the library are continu-
ing to spread kindness and holiday cheer at their monthly 
meeting on Dec. 16. 

The Teen Advisory Board, run by Teen Services/
Young Adult Librarian Rachel Hapgood, holds group 
meetings that go over upcoming events, volunteer expec-
tations and input on new events in the planning stage. 

In the month of December, WPL partnered with the 
Ronald McDonald House of Springfield, an American 
nonprofit organization that’s mission is to create and 
support programs that directly improve the health and 
well-being of children, and crafted and donated home-
made fleece blankets made by teens.

“We have donated no-sew fleece blankets to the Ron-
ald McDonald House for the last three years. Prior to that, 
we donated blankets to Shriners Hospital in Springfield, 
but after the pandemic, their services and needs changed, 
and that’s when we heard about the need at the Ronald 

Turley photos by Amanda Munson
From the left, Jillian True, Katy Lotterer, Johnny Gueria, 
and Allison Demetri help tie blankets for donation.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Chris Sterritt shows attendees tips for their holiday greeting cards.

St. Cecilia’s thrived 
under Fr. Scanlon’s 
leadership

By Charles F. Bennett
Times Editor Emeritus

While browsing through 
news clippings from De-
cember of 1966, 58 years 
ago, one gets the impression 
that Wilbraham had a very busy 
social life capped off by lots of 
church news that year.

I had chosen 
to look back at 
a turbulent elec-
tion year, 1968, 
in last month’s 
Historical Wil-
braham column. 
This month I 
picked a few 
years earlier, 
1966, to see what 
was happening 

back then, in town and in the rest 
of the world.

Church News
While looking through my 

mother, Ethel Bennett, the Wil-
braham Morning Union corre-
spondent’s news clippings from 
1966, I realized that news items 
really are “the first draft of histo-
ry”. But it seemed that over half 
of the news and photos covered 
in the paper involved Wilbraham 
churches. If aliens were look-
ing down on us back then, they 

would think “most of the social 
life of people in Wilbraham in-
volved their churches.”

For example, one of the most 
popular persons in town, with 
a kind demeanor, but who was 
known for his very fiery sermons 
on Sunday mornings, was Rev. 
John J. Scanlon. He was born 
in the 19th century. Shortly after 
Christmas 1966 he suddenly 
died a few weeks later on Jan. 
15, 1967.

Fr. Scanlon was celebrating 

HISTORICAL WILBRAHAM

Town bustles with December 1966 Holiday events

Fifty-seven years after his death, 
townsfolk still remember Fr. 
Scanlon, whose portrait hangs in 
St. Cecilia’s Church. 
(Charles F. Bennett photo)

Please see BLANKETS, page 5Please see HOLIDAY, page 4

Please see HISTORICAL, page 10
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2133 Boston Road, Wilbraham 
413.271.1208 Reservations Recommended

Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm • Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 12-8pm

Experience the Soul of Italy with the freshest 
ingredients, traditional recipes, homemade pasta and desserts.

Ask About Having Your Special Event With Us!

 Via Appia Via Appia
 R I S T O R A N T E

Daily LUNCH 
SPECIALS

Only $10.99
Tuesday PASTA 

NIGHT
20% OFFAny Pasta Dish

Wednesday
PIZZA NIGHT

$12.99
Personal Size Pizza

Happy Hour
 (bar only)

50% OFF Select Apps
Daily 2-5pm & 8-10pm Weekends

OPEN
7 DAYS

$20
OFF

Your Purchase
of $100 or more

Peter Newland
5-8pm

Tuesday, Dec. 31st 
NEW YEAR'S EVE!  

For dinner & 
live music serving 
our regular menu 

plus specials!

Join Us LIVE 
MUSIC

Every Friday & 
Saturday Night

Friday, 12/27
Fred Marion

Saturday, 12/28
Joe Pereira

NEW 
Grinders 
& Pizza

Not valid with any other prmotion or discount.  Limit one per table. 
Discount cannot be applied to alcoholic beverages. Expires 2/28/25.

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The senior center got 
in the holiday spirit early with a festive 

Holiday Lun-
cheon in the 
communi ty 
room on Dec. 18.

The luncheon included a delicious 
meal of dinner rolls, ham with pineapple, 

herbed green 
beans, au gra-
tin potatoes 

and apple pie for dessert. The meal was 
provided by Greater Springfield Senior 
Services.

Entertainment was provided by Irving 
Lewis, who sang a mix of Christmas clas-
sics and other covers.

Other highlights included gifts of 
candy put together by St. Mary’s Parish, 
a reading of the poem “Such a Choice” 
written by Cliff Slate and Bill Gumlaw 
doing an impromptu musical performance 
of “Brown-Eyed Girl” while juggling two 
tambourines.

Tina Doran, the senior center’s admin-
istrative assistant and volunteer coordina-
tor, was excited to celebrate the holidays.

“It’s just really fun. Everybody’s in the 
mood to be happy,” Doran said. “Hope-
fully, this brings everybody together and 
for people that don’t have families to cel-
ebrate with the holiday, this becomes their 
family. I do think it’s a really good thing 
that they do every year.”

Doran was thrilled with the turnout, 
including seeing attendees get in the holi-
day spirit with festive garb.

“It’s just nice to know that they are 
looking forward to coming here. Our 
doors are wide open for everybody and 
anybody,” Doran said. “They enjoy being 
together.”

She added how groups that meet at 
the senior center--including the Common 
Threads group--also get together at these 
events, having gotten their own table to-
gether for the Holiday Luncheon.

“I do see people saving seats for 
friends and family that come in,” Doran 
said. “They make it their family here.”

For Lewis, who has performed for 45 
years, senior centers are some of his fa-
vorite venues.

Lewis shared his favorite Christmas 
song is “O Holy Night” and he got into 
music through his father, who played the 
saxophone.

“I’ve been here before, numerous 
times, and I guess I’m one of the crowd 
favorites so I’m back!” Lewis said. “But 
this is what I love to do anyway. Out of all 
the venues that I do--I do Mohegan, Fox-
woods, I do a lot of big events--these are 
my favorite venues to do.”

Lewis also enjoys doing these events 
as he gets to see some familiar faces.

“People come up to me and they said, 
‘Oh you’re back! I’m glad you’re back!’ 

That makes me feel good too. That’s a 
feel-good two-way street, they feel good 
I feel good,” Lewis said.

The biggest thing for Lewis--when he 
performs--is that people walk away hap-
py.

“Just seeing people happy. When they 
leave, I want them to say, ‘That’s the best 
time I ever had!’” Lewis said. “I want to 
be responsible for that. To me, it’s worth 
way more than money. It’s happiness. 
Happiness doesn’t cost anything.”

Doran encourages the community to 
attend future luncheons and hopes every-
one enjoyed the Holiday Luncheon to get 
in the Christmas spirit.

Also, to attend future events whenever 
they can.

“We’re happy to see the people that 
have come out. The community should al-
ways know that they should be looking at 
the newsletter. They can join us any time 
they want. It is for the community,” Doran 
said. “So, we’re happy to open our doors 
to everyone.”

Lewis shared this special holiday mes-
sage.

“Merry Christmas! Happy Holidays 
to everybody. Enjoy your life and just be 
kind to people. There’s no way you could 
lose if you’re kind to people because it 
will come back to you,” Lewis said.

To check out upcoming events for 
2025 at the senior center, check out the 
newsletter or call 413-566-5588.

HSC gets in holiday spirit at Holiday Luncheon

From the left, Ann Albert, Al Fabbri, Jean White and Judy 
Fleury show off their festive Christmas outfits at the 
Holiday Luncheon in Hampden.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Caryn Greco presents the luncheon meal to attendees.

Tina Doran, administrative assistant and volunteer 
coordinator at Hampden Senior Center, hands our raffle 
tickets to attendees.

Irving Lewis poses for the camera as he serenades 
attendees with Christmas songs during the Holiday 
Luncheon at the Hampden Senior Center.

Lil Fedora, in a fun Santa hat, holds a plate of food as 
she helps serves attendees.

Claudia Kapinos and Joan Shea pose for a festive photo.

Eileen and Tom Kology were just among 
the many attendees enjoying the Holiday 
Luncheon on Dec. 18.
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Starting Dec. 26, 2024
SelectSelect  HolidayHoliday

CandyCandy &  & SpecialtiesSpecialties
Up To 50% OFFUp To 50% OFF

HolidayHoliday  DecorationsDecorations
Up To 50% OFFUp To 50% OFF

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net
OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE 12/24 7AM – 5PM

CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY
OPEN NEW YEAR’S EVE 7AM – 6PM

CLOSED NEW YEAR’S DAY
OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM

 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH FOR 
YOUR HOLIDAYS!

To All Our Customers & Friends

Randall’s Gift Cards
The Perfect Gift!

Ready For Pick Up
GREAT HOSTESS GIFTS

Snack Attacks, Wine Baskets,
Entertainments & MORE!

Gourmet Gourmet 
Gift BasketsGift Baskets

Happy HolidaysHappy Holidays

FOR NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATIONS

Holiday Food
Call to Order 589-7071

Cocktail Shrimp, Stuffed Mushrooms,
Meatballs, Quiche, Lasagna, 

Deli Platters, Fruit or Veggie Trays, 
Fresh Baked Pies & Desserts

 Craft Beers, Wines, 
Champagnes & Proseccos

Buy 6 Bottles of Wine
Mix & Match ~ Save 10%

For A Sparkling New Year!For A Sparkling New Year!

CelebrateCelebrate
The New Year The New Year 
With Sparkling Fresh FlowerWith Sparkling Fresh Flower
Bouquets & ArrangementsBouquets & Arrangements

Merry Christmas
 Happy New Year&

In our Dec. 19 story about Cookies 
with Santa at the VFW Post 9397, there 
was additional information brought to our 
attention we wanted to add/clarify.

Dorothy McElory’s position with the 

VFW Auxiliary is the treasurer and his-
torian. 

Santa’s elf helpers were also known as 
Peppermint Twist and Sleepy Elf. 

Later approved
by FinCom

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The Select 
Board recommended a transfer of 
$45,723.54 for the emergency re-
placement of a microwave link from 
Ridge Road to Hovey Hill Road.

It was then forwarded to the Fi-
nance Committee for approval and 
final review, which was unanimously 
approved at the committee’s Dec. 18 
meeting.

Anthony Gentile, director of the 
Wilbraham Regional Emergency 
Communications Dispatch, explained 
how he had noticed earlier in the week 
a microwave link was not working.

“This link goes from the Ridge 
Road tower to the Hovey Hill tower in 
Monson. The Hovey Hill tower covers 
the east side of the town for the police 
and fire radio systems,” Gentile said. 
“Right now, it’s inoperable, it’s not 
working. I had radio service go up and 
check and they noticed that the ODU-
-or Outdoor Power Unit--on one of, 
if not both of, of the microwave links 
is not working. It’s not inoperable. It 
needs to come down and be repaired.”

Gentile said he received a quote 
from their radio vendor, Goosetown, 
to replace the microwave link.

“The microwave link that we have 
up there now is almost 10 years old 
and it’s out of warranty,” Gentile said. 
“Last time we had something like this 
done it took several months because 
the power units actually have to go to 
Canada to be repaired, then brought 
back to the United States to be put 
back up.”

Gentile added the last time this 
was done was “a year or two ago.”

“It wasn’t this link. This link was 

the only one that wasn’t affected sev-
eral years ago where we had a few of 
them go down at once,” Gentile said.

On the links throughout the com-
munity, Gentile explained there are 
eight or 9 of them, with most of them 
having been repaired once.

The quote to fix this current mi-
crowave link is $45,723.54 with a 
three-year warranty.

“Now, last time we had to replace 
a pair it was approximately $34,000 
to have the pair repaired. If we had it 
replaced, it’s about $11,000 more and 
then it’ll come with a warranty for 
about three years--if not five years--
for this link,” Gentile said.

On funding, Gentile said it would 
be a transfer of funds and checked if it 
could be paid for by state grants.

“However, I wouldn’t know if we 
were able to get the money until July 
and that’s just too long to go without 
the east side of town without any type 
of radio coverage for both public safe-
ty agencies,” Gentile said. “It’s need-
ed. That’s why we have it and I think 
this should be replaced sooner rather 
than later with newer equipment that’s 
able to withstand another 10 years 
worth of service.”

Vice Chair Michael Squindo asked 
about the life expectancy for the link.

“What’s the life expectancy of the 
units when it comes to how long we 
expect them to last?” Squindo said.

Gentile replied, “Probably about 
10 to 15 years.”

“These units can probably be re-
paired. The only problem is the length 
of time it takes to repair them, and 
then, once we put them back up they’re 
still not under warranty,” Gentile said. 
“If they go down--the power units fail 
again, which almost all of them have--
we have to get them repaired and then 
sent out and then it takes two months 
to turn back from Canada, come back 
to the United States. It’s a minimal fee 
to replace them, I feel, to have another 

extended warranty on this critical in-
frastructure that we have.”

Gentile added he will work with 
State 911 to get grant funding for the 
others in town.

“But again, I have to wait for the 
state to open the grant cycle and ap-
prove that funding,” Gentile said.

Squindo then asked this.
“Are we averaging that 10 to 15 

years on these, because as you said, 
we just did a bunch of these recently, 
not that long ago,” Squindo said.

Gentile said the equipment that 
was bought in 2013 was not placed 
into service until 2017.

“So, right when we placed the 
equipment into service, it was already 
out of warranty. So we started using 
the equipment after it was out of war-
ranty,” Gentile said. “So about 10 to 
15 years for this type of microwave 
link. Now, the new aviats that we got 
a quote for would last longer--or the 
same if not longer--than the 10 to 15 
years that we would get out of the 
dragon waves now.”

Clerk Marc Ducey followed up on 
funding.

“Are you saying you’re not sure 
if it’s going to be reimbursable to the 
existing grant or you said you had to 
wait until July,” Ducey said. “I don’t 
think I understand.”

Gentile clarified the grant cycle 
for FY25 is closed so he cannot ask 
for additional grant funding.

“When the grant cycle starts again 
in June for me to get my grant appli-
cantion in, then I can ask for the mon-
ey which would be dispersed July 1ish 
and then I would know if we would be 
able to receive the grant funding from 
the state for the rest of the microwave 
links,” Gentile said.

“So that’s not reimbursable under 
this year’s grant is what you’re say-
ing,” Ducey said.

“Correct,” Gentile said.

Select Board recommends Reserve Fund 
transfer for microwave link repair

Clarification/Additional Information

WILBRAHAM - The Wilbra-
ham Public Library will be holding a 
Family Lego® Challenge Build Day 
on Saturday, Dec. 28 at 10 a.m. Work 
with your family to recreate LEGO® 
designs!  

There will be both LEGO® Chal-

lenge Cards available to build with, 
as well as LEGO® “Free Build”. 
Finished LEGO® designs will be 
photographed for display in the chil-
dren’s department following the pro-
gram. 

This program is for children 5+ 

with adult supervision. Adults are re-
quired to remain with their child/ren 
at all times. 

Call the library at (413) 596-6141 
or visit www.wilbrahamlibrary.org 
to register.

Family Lego® Challenge Build Day
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NEW  YEAR’S  ITEMS

$199

$366

USDA INSP. KAYEM BUDDABALL

BONELESS SMOKED 
PIT HAM ...........................

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK “CROWN” ROAST...
USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .

$399
lb

$139

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN ROAST 
LOIN END or RIB END ........ $232

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK BREAKFAST
SAUSAGE LINKS
FULLY COOKED ..................... $249

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN 
BUTCHER WAGON

BONELESS 
DINNER HAM AVERAGE 5 LB 

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF
TENDERLOIN
$1088

lb

90 Avocado St.
Springfi eld

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

$777
lb

STRIPLOIN 
STEAKS

lb

lb

lb USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$599
lb

BEEF SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$399
lb

80% LEAN
GROUND BEEF

STUFFED TURKEY - SIDES - DESSERT

$799

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW SHRIMP 
PEELED & DEVEINED 
51/60 CT 2 LB BAG .............

USDA INSP. FRESH

BONELESS & SKINLESS
CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG 

USDA INSP. FROZEN ARMOUR

COOKED MEATBALLS 4 LB BAG $999

USDA INSP. HILLSHIRE FARMS
POLSKA 
KIELBASA 14 OZ OR 15 OZ ... $349

lb

ea

ea

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF FROZEN TURKEYS, 
TURKEY BREAST, DUCKS, GEESE, CORNISH HENS AS WELL AS 
FRESH HAMS & RED MEAT ROAST FOR YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

$3999

USDA INSP. FROZEN 5 LB BLOCK

JUMBO RAW SHRIMP
6-10 FOR STUFFING ........ ea

$599USDA INSP. FROZEN

TURTLE CREAM PIE 25.1 OZ . ea

CUT 
FREE

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN
CHICKEN PARTY WINGS
PORTIONS 3 LB BAG ........... $599

ea

7 LB 
BOX

$191
lb

SALE 
DATES:  

12/26/24-
12/31/24
CLOSED

NEW YEAR’S 
DAY

90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

Sterritt said.
Sterritt enjoyed hosting the 

workshop because “it gave me a 
chance to show some people new to 
watercolor that it is a medium that 
anyone can learn.”

“It’s not as scary as some are 
led to believe and the results are al-
ways great as we experienced with 
the positive feedback received at 
the workshop,” Sterritt said. “I had 
a great teacher years ago, Walter 
Cudnohufsky, and I enjoy passing 

on what I learned from him to others 
interested in the medium. His mantra 
was, ‘Anyone can learn to paint!’”

She added the workshops are 
open to all, whether professional art-
ists or beginners.

“We are fortunate that so many 
people from Hampden and surround-
ing communities find our ILTA’s fun 
and encouraging. We have many 
folks that try to attend most of these 
events to learn something new and 
to meet new people or just to have a 
night out,” Sterritt said.

Ellen Richards and Sally Bryce 
were among the crowd of attendees 

having a great 
time at the work-
shop.

“It was fun! 
I learned some-
thing new that I 
never did before, 
so it was a good 
time,” Richards 
said.

“I’ve always 
enjoyed it and it 
was a good op-
portunity to get 
out on a cold, 
wintry night,” 
Bryce said.

R i c h a r d s 
enjoyed the peo-
ple she met and 
Bryce loved the 
instructors.

“ M e e t i n g 
new people, 
that’s always 
nice,” Richards 
said.

“The art-
ists themselves 
that take their 
time out to try 
and help us out,” 
Bryce said.

“Very sup-
portive. They 
encourage us no 
matter what,” 
Richards said.

“Very help-
ful,” Bryce said.

R i c h a r d s 

added it was her first time doing one 
of the ITLA workshops.

“I would definitely come again!” 
Richards said. “It was interesting. 
Definitely enjoyed it, learned a little 
something. Went out of my comfort 
zone.”

Lisa Caron loves all forms of art 
but never tried out watercolor until 
this workshop.

“I tend to work more with acryl-
ic-type things, with bolder colors, 
and I’ve never done anything in the 
form of a wash, so I really enjoyed 
it and I’m kind of hooked on it now,” 
Caron said.

Caron enjoys the workshops as 
they’re offered in the evening, the 
prices are reasonable and meeting 
new people, adding how the Scantic 
River Artisans are important as they 
help promote local art in the commu-
nity.

“I think that by promoting these 
workshops and bringing as many 
people out that do attend them, it 
promotes their group and art in gen-
eral in the community. Especial-
ly when they do the art shows and 
things like that,” Caron said. “I think 
it’s really lovely that we have such 
a great group in our environment, in 
our area. Not all communities have 
that.”

Sterritt thanked everyone for at-
tending and encouraged the commu-
nity to check out future workshops.

“I want to thank all of the people 
that attended the ‘Holiday Greeting 
Card’ workshop in watercolor. I hope 
you had a good time and learned 
something new. I was amazed at all 
of the beautiful cards that were cre-
ated. I am looking forward to seeing 
many of you return to the upcoming 
ILTA’s in 2025,” Sterritt said.

Caron’s advice for future attend-
ees is to “embrace their inner artist.”

“Not put any kind of standard 
on it, but just do what they feel like 
they think and express themselves,” 
Caron said.

To learn more, visit scanticriver-
artisans.com or email info@scanti-
criverartisans.com.

HOLIDAY from page 1

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Chris Sterritt demonstrates a step to attendees during 
the Holiday Greeting Card Workshop hosted by the 
Scantic River Artisans

Chris Sterritt shows off the process for creating a 
holiday greeting card during the Holiday Greeting Card 
Workshop hosted by the Scantic River Artisans at the 
Hampden Senior Center on Dec. 12.

Throughout the evening, members of the Scantic River 
Artisans also went around the tables to offer tips and 
tricks to attendees on their holiday greeting cards, 
as shown here with Ann Bagge speaking with Ellen 
Richards.

Ellen Richards shows off her completed holiday greeting 
card.

Troop 359 hosting Bottle 
& Can Drive

WILBRAHAM - Wilbraham Troop 359 will have 
their Bottle & Can Drive on Sat, Jan. 4, 2025 from 8 
a.m. to Noon. 

It will be held in the St. Cecilia’s Church parking 
lot. 

All donations to Troop 359 provide support toward 
camping equipment and supplies, program materials, 
registration and activity fees throughout the year. Peo-
ple come to the troop’s bottle & can drives year after 
year. 

The generous community support and donations 
are greatly appreciated.

Professional Organizer to 
Share Tips at WPL

WILBRAHAM– New year, new you! Jenna Elliot, 
founder of The Naked Flower Professional Organiz-
ers, will lead a workshop at the Wilbraham Public Li-
brary on Monday, Jan. 6 at 6 p.m. This informative 
workshop will inspire attendees to get a jump start on 
their new year organization goals. Learn how to create 
better habits, utilize your calendar and to-do lists more 
effectively, and find organization resources to help you 
stay on task.

This free event is sponsored by the Wilbraham 
Friends of the Library. Registration is requested as 
space is limited. Sign up at wilbrahamlibrary.org, or 
call the library at 413-596-6141.

Storytime at WPL
WILBRAHAM - Registration is now open for the 

winter session of Storytime at the Wilbraham Public 
Library. Join Mrs. B for a fun collection of stories, 
songs, and fingerplays geared for children ages three 
to six. 

Kids must come in independently and parents/ 
caretaker must wait in the library. Sessions run for six 
weeks. 

Winter session dates: Thursday January 9, 2025 to 
February 13, 2025 at 10 a.m. 

Call the library at (413) 596-6141 or visit www.
wilbrahamlibrary.org to register.

WPD Hunting Reminder
WILBRAHAM –  The police department shared 

this reminder on their Facebook page on Dec. 2:
“Today is the first day of shotgun season. PLEASE 

wear hi-visibility clothing and dress your dogs accord-
ingly when in the woods over the next few weeks.”
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Falcon Housing 
Coporation

Organization: Falcon Housing

Location: Wilbraham

Type: Volunteer

About Us:

Falcon Housing is dedicated to providing affordable 
and quality housing to low-income seniors through 
HUD programs. Our mission is to enhance the living 
standards of our residents while fostering a strong 
sense of community.

Position Overview:

We are seeking passionate and dedicated 
individuals to join our Board of Directors. As a Board 
Member, you will play a critical role in shaping the 
strategic direction and oversight of our organization. 
This is a unique opportunity to contribute to 
meaningful change in the community and support 
our mission of affordable housing to seniors.
Key Responsibilities:

• Attend and participate in Board meetings and 
committee meetings.

• Provide strategic guidance and oversight 
in areas such as finance, governance, and 
program development.

• Review and approve budgets, policies, and 
major organizational decisions.

• Advocate for the organization and its mission 
within the community.

Qualifications:

• Commitment to the mission of providing 
affordable housing to seniors and community 
development.

• Previous experience in non-profit 
management, real estate, finance, law or a 
related field is preferred.

• Strong communication and leadership skills.
• Ability to work collaboratively with other board 

members and staff.
• Willingness to dedicate time and effort to 

board responsibilities.

Time Commitment:

• Attend quarterly Board meetings and 
additional committee meetings as needed.

How to Apply:

Please submit a resume and a brief cover letter 
outlining your interest and relevant experience to 
Carr Property Management at cpmi@carrproperty.
com by January 15, 2025.

Equal Opportunity Statement:

Falcon Housing is an equal opportunity organization 
and encourages applications from individuals of all 
backgrounds and experiences.

Join us in making a difference
 in the lives of those who need it most!

McDonald House,” Hapgood said. “Af-
ter reaching out to a representative, they 
told us that their homemade blanket need 
continues to be for teenage boys, so we 
specifically chose mostly prints/patterns/
colors that this age group might like.” 

Held in the Brooks Room, the envi-
ronment felt cozy with two television sets 
showing fireplaces, a variety of snacks 
and drinks, and several blanket patterns to 
choose from. The teens worked together by 
cutting each blanket, tying them together, 
and proudly showing their creation to Hap-
good.

“The teens do respond well to hands-
on activities and workshops, where they 
are creating, doing and making. One of 
their favorite programs is the Stuffed An-
imal Sleepover during February vacation, 
which the teens completely plan, organize 
and put on for the kids in the community. It 
includes reading books to kids, and some of 
the teens remember coming to our library as 
a kid with their stuffies, so they are excited 
to run the event as a teen!” Hapgood said. 
“They love doing community service, and 
making no-sew fleece blankets to brighten 
a teen’s day. And any programs with food 
are popular!”

With a small group this past Monday 
evening, Hapgood says the attendance var-
ies depending on their schedules. 

“The TAB kicked off the school year 
at our September meeting with 15 teens in 
attendance, which is more 
than the prior year. We hope 
to be welcoming to any teen 
to join us and see what TAB 
is all about. In the new year, 
I hope to see returning teens 
and new teens that want to 
share their ideas with me, 
and help me better teen li-
brary services,” Hapgood 
said.

The teen population is 
often overlooked, but with 
third spaces like the local 
libraries, teens are able to 
be in a space where you can 
relax, gather, and have fun 
without having to be in a 
school or work environment. 

“It is so important to 
continue to support the 
teens, as the teen years are 
critical in development. I see 
the library as a “third space” 
for teens, a place outside of 
their home and school where 
they can engage, learn and 
socialize with others,” Hap-

good said. “We want the library to be a 
space where teens can relax and learn other 
skills. As a Teen Librarian, I think the Teen 
Advisory Board is an important part of my 
job. TAB is basically a group of teens try-
ing to keep the Wilbraham Library a safe, 
welcoming, enriching and fun space for all 
teens.”

When asked about her favorite aspect 
of the job, Hapgood said, “The best part of 
my job is the teens, my co-workers and our 
supportive community!”

Upcoming teen events are Jan. 17 the 
WPL will show a movie, “Inside Out 2” at 
1:30 p.m. with pizza and snacks. Jan. 28 
the WPL will host a Paint, Sip, Fun night 
at 5 p.m. The Winter Reading Program is 
happening in the months of Jan. and Feb. 
for all ages, with teens having a chance to 
win a book.

BLANKETS from page 1

Turley photos by Amanda Munson
From the left, Teen Services/Young Adult Librarian Rachel Hapgood, Allison Demetri, 
Abby Patterson, Charlotte Oh, Johnny Gueria, Katy Lotterer, and Jillian True hold up 
their first blanket donation to the Ronald McDonald House in Springfield.

From the left, Abby Patterson and 
Charlotte Oh help cut the blankets to add 
another cozy layer.

WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham Pub-
lic Library is thrilled to announce a spe-
cial storytime event designed for families 
with young children. Join us for a morn-
ing of delightful stories, engaging songs, 
and fun activities on Saturday, January 
11th at 10:00 a.m.

This interactive Storytime session will 
feature:

Captivating stories: Enjoy a selec-
tion of engaging picture books that spark 

imagination and foster a love of reading.
Sing-alongs: Join in on lively songs 

and rhymes that encourage movement and 
interaction.

This event is free and open to the pub-
lic, but registration is encouraged to en-
sure adequate space for all attendees. To 
register, please visit the Wilbraham Pub-
lic Library website or contact the library 
directly at (413) 596-6141. Contact: Lisa 
Berezin lberezin@wilbraham-ma.gov

WPL Invites Families to Storytime Fun

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Happy 
Holidays!

March 15 ......8-Night Bahamas Cruise ...... from $1499
May 23 .........7-Night Bermuda Cruise ...... from $1699
June 10-12 ....Hampton Beach Getaway .............. $529
Sept 12-26 ....Portugal & The Azores .................. $6549
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Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri-
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to krivers@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly 

correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor-
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito-
rial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu-
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hamp-
den TIMES is published ev-
ery Thursday by Turley Pub-
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho-
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos.

Editorial 
Policy

The Wilbraham-Hampden

TIMES

EDITOR
Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Jocelyn Walker
jwalker@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times is 
published every Thursday by Turley 

Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., 
Palmer, Mass. 01069. Telephone (413) 

283-8393, Fax  (413) 289-1977.

@ Wilbraham-Hampden Times

WEB
www.wilbrahamhampdentimes.

turley.com

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President

DEANNA SLOAT
Graphics Manager

TEAM
VIEWPOINTS

Election letters to the editor welcome
The Wilbraham-Hampden Times welcomes readers to participate in this year’s election campaigns by writing letters to the 

editor for publication on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words from local residents endorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent to Wilbraham-Hampden Times, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed 
to 413-289-1977 or emailed to krivers@turley.com. Please include a daytime telephone number for verification purposes (it will 
not be printed). Letters must be received by noon Monday to be considered for that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will be 
printed. No letters written by candidates supporting their own candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, or if the letters become repetitive, the newspaper reserves the right to print a representative 
sample. No endorsement letters will be printed in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor at 413-283-8393.
Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the newspaper plans to print stories about contested races for Congress, state Senate, state 
House, district attorney and Governor’s Council during the weeks leading up to the election, as well as a question-and-answer voters 
guide. In order to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political press releases will be printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies 
or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about 
paid advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden Times.

Am I entitled to 
more Social
Security from my
ex-husbands?

 
Dear Rusty: 

I am 76 years old and a retired high school 
counselor/teacher. I was married to my first hus-
band from 1968 until 1981. He is still living and 
he remarried two more times and, I believe, he is 
currently divorced. He is 77 years old. His income 
was always much higher than mine. I was married 
to my second husband from May 1989 until we 
divorced in April 2017. My second husband died 
in June 2023. What I wonder is if I am entitled 
to receive Social Security benefits based upon the 
income of either of my ex-husbands? 

Signed: Twice Divorced Spouse 
 

Dear Twice Divorced: 
Divorced spouses are entitled to the same ben-

efits as a current spouse if their marriage lasted at 
least 10 years which, in both cases, yours did. The 
other caveat is whether your own SS retirement 
benefit is less than you are entitled to from either 
of your ex-husbands. If your own SS retirement 
benefit is less, then you will get an incremental 
amount on top of your own SS retirement to bring 
your total monthly benefit up to your spousal or 
surviving spouse) entitlement.  

Since your first husband is still living, it is 
likely that your best financial option is to claim 
a surviving ex-spouse benefit from your deceased 
second husband. The reason is that survivor ben-
efits from husband # 2 are based on his actual 
benefit at his death, whereas benefits from a liv-
ing ex-spouse, husband #1, are based upon his 
full retirement amount. In other words, it is likely 
that 100% of deceased husband #2’s benefit at his 
death is more than 50% of living husband #1’s 
current benefit at his Full Retirement Age.  

It is, of course, possible that 50% of your first 
husband’s FRA entitlement is more than 100% of 
your second husband’s benefit at death, in which 
case your ex-spouse benefit from your first hus-
band could be more. The only way to sort this out 
is to contact Social Security at -.800-772-1213 to 
make an appointment to apply for surviving ex-
spouse benefits from your deceased second hus-
band. Explain that your first ex-husband is still 
living and that you are unsure of what your bene-
fits are as your first husband’s ex-spouse. 

Social Security will be able to determine 
from their records, which one provides you with 
a higher benefit amount, provide each husband’s 
Social Security number when you call. As I said, 
your best financial option will likely 
be to take your survivor benefit from 
your deceased second ex-husband 
note, however, if your first ex-hus-
band also dies before you, you can 
subsequently file for a survivor ben-
efit from him, if that is more than 
you are getting from your second 
husband’s record. 

The Association Mature Citi-
zens Foundation and its staff are not 
affiliated with or endorsed by the So-
cial Security Administration or any 
other governmental entity. This arti-
cle is intended for information pur-
poses and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations of the 
Association Mature Citizens Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social Security 
Association  To submit a question, 
visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social Security 
advisor for AMAC.  

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters It’s really funny that sometimes I have 

to consult my own columns to remember 
how to do something. 

You see, now that the front porch is 
done, there is a new area to decorate, an area 
well-suited for kissing balls! My daughter 
and I were at the local garden center and 
there were so many beauties for sale.  

Of course it would break my budget 
to buy one to go 
in the middle of 
each pair of col-
umns, so it looks 
like I’ll be mak-
ing them myself. 

The first thing 
you will need is 
a styrofoam ball. 
One that is six 
inches in diame-
ter would make a 
good size kissing 
ball.  

Then gather a coat hanger and some wire 
cutters. Snip away the hook and straighten 
out the rest.  Insert it through the middle of 
the ball and bend one end as a hanger.  

About 18 inches will be showing; it will 
look better if you choose a gold colored 
hanger. If not, you can always cover it later.  

Getting the piece of wire into the dead 
center can be difficult, so use a long wood-
en pick to pre-make the hole. After that in-
sertion will be easy.

Having a selection of greens on hand 
will make a pretty kissing ball. Scavenge 
the landscape for holly, yew, white pine, ju-
niper and the like. Now it is time to insert 
clumps of greenery into the ball.  

Styrofoam is very durable – great for 
holding all of these stems, but much more 
difficult to work with than floral foam. For 
that reason, all but the most rigid stems 
need to be put on wooden picks before they 
can be stuck into the ball. 

Make small bunches of greenery about 
four inches long, holding their stems next 
to the pick and wrapping the attached wire 
to it. One by one insert these bunches into 
the styrofoam. 

It is best to work randomly around the 

ball – setting the dimensions if you will, 
rather than starting in one place and work-
ing out. Being that it is round, it will be 
hard to put it down while working on it.  

After a while you’ll get into the swing 
of things by wiring a few bunches of 
greens, putting them in, wiring a few more 
and so forth. Finally, give it a good look. Is 
it a nice, round shape? Is there any foam 

showing? Where 
could it use a few 
berries?  

Rose hips or 
winterberry, or 
even artificial 
berries will sure-
ly brighten it up, 
as will strands of 
ribbon wired to a 
wooden pick and 
inserted into the 
bottom. Wired 
ribbon is a good 

choice since it has a little shape; less droopy 
so to speak. 

It will be surprising just how much 
greenery it takes to make a kissing ball. 
When I am making wreaths or decorations 
of any sort I always continue harvesting 
even after I think I have enough, just as a 
bit of insurance. It’s always better to have 
extra than have to stop everything and go 
picking again. 

One little factoid for cruise ship trivia: 
“Kissing bunches” in Old England were 
comprised of two intersecting circles of 
greens that were often decorated with fruit 
as well as figures of Jesus, Mary and Jo-
seph. The “kissing” aspect came from the 
sprig of mistletoe that hung on the very 
bottom of the sphere – evoking the same 
response it does when hung by itself today.  

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 33 years 
she has held the position of staff horticul-
turist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Kissing balls for a new porch
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SERVING 
WITH  

HONOR

We are proud to serve those who served.
Thank you, veterans, for your service.

SKILLED NURSING | SHORT-TERM THERAPY

DENNIS LOPATA, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR • 413.596.3111 
2399 Boston Rd. • Wilbraham, MA 01095

LifeCareCenterofWilbraham.com 14
89

07

Dennis Lopata, Executive Director

413-596-3111
LifeCareCenterofWilbraham.com

2399 Boston Road
Wilbraham

Phone 596-5088 
or 596-8809

Fax 596-8802 
MandarinWilbrahamRest.com
2571 Boston Rd.

Wilbraham

JAPANESE & CHINESE CUISINE

6 Burt Lane
Wilbraham

413.279.3303

www.scentedgardengifts.com 
The Wilbraham Shops

2341 Boston Road
Wilbraham

413-599-1717

15 Railroad Avenue
 Wilbraham

413-596-6535 

New England 
Promotional 
Marketing
15 Main Street

Wilbraham
1-800-334-1260
www.nepm.com

Alpha Oil 
Company, Inc.
2440 Boston Road

Wilbraham
596-4583

Twin Palm PC
2442 Boston Road

Wilbraham
413-279-1675

www.twinpalmpc.com

95 Post Office Park
Suite 9506
Wilbraham

413-596-1613
trombleybp.com 

85 Post Office Park
Suite 8524
Wilbraham

596-6992
trombleyassociates.com

85 Post Office Park
Wilbraham, MA

413-596-2593

Personal & 
Commerical 

Insurance

Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network®, Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment
Adviser. Fixed insurance products and services are separate from and not offered through Commonwealth Financial Network.

535 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056 413.589.1500 
1252 Elm Street, Suite 28, West Springfield, MA 01089

www.PVFinancial.com

We at PV Financial are thrilled to announce
that we’ve been named 2022 Super 60 Award

winners which recognizes the success of one of
the fastest-growing businesses in the area.

PV is a three time winner of the Super 60 Award

The 2022 Super 60 Award recognizes local companies based on their percentage of recent revenue growth or
total revenue growth for the last year. It is not specific to financial services and does not imply an endorsement,
recommendation, or reflect the performance of the Advisor. For more information, visit https://bit.ly/3UNJ67I
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1 Crane Park Drive
Wilbraham

www.lusofederal.com
(844) LUSO-FCU

IRT-4395H-A 

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

You're retired. 
Your money 
isn't.

Are your retirement 
accounts following 
your investment 
strategy? Call or email 
me today, and let's 
make sure you're still 
on track.

Christopher O'Connor 
Financial Advisor
2141 Boston Rd Suite G 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 
413-596-6875

CHRISTOPHER
O’CONNOR

Financial Advisor
2141 Boston Road

Suite G
Wilbraham, MA 01095

413-596-6875

2133 Boston Road

Wilbraham
LandmarkRE.com

84 Hubbard Street
Ludlow, MA

413-583-3472

Lumber & Feed 
Company

C.A. SMITH

mtviewhampden.com
25 Allen Street
Hampden, MA
413-566-5376

HAMPDEN
SEPTIC

566-2916

Pumping • Installation 
Title 5 Inspections

Perc Tests

PAT WHEWAY
413-478-1166

patwheway@gmail.com
www.whewaygroup.com
Licensed in MA, CT and FL

CCOONNTTAACCTT  UUSS  TTOODDAAYY!!  

PPaatt  WWhheewwaayy——441133--447788--11116666  

ppaattwwhheewwaayy@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  

WWwwww..wwhheewwaayyggrroouupp..ccoomm  

LLiicceennsseedd  iinn  MMAA,,  CCTT  aanndd  FFLL  

##11  TTEEAAMM  IINN  WWEESSTTEERRNN  MMAASSSS..  

granite, wall colors, flooring. 

Call to see your next home! 

      ONLY A FEW LOTS LEFT! 

 

CCOONNTTAACCTT  UUSS  TTOODDAAYY!!  

PPaatt  WWhheewwaayy——441133--447788--11116666  

ppaattwwhheewwaayy@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  

WWwwww..wwhheewwaayyggrroouupp..ccoomm  

LLiicceennsseedd  iinn  MMAA,,  CCTT  aanndd  FFLL  

##11  TTEEAAMM  IINN  WWEESSTTEERRNN  MMAASSSS..  

granite, wall colors, flooring. 

Call to see your next home! 

      ONLY A FEW LOTS LEFT! 

 

757 Main Street
Wilbraham, MA
413-596-4002

RICE 
FRUIT
FARM

route20barandgrille.com 
2341 Boston Road
(Rt. 20) Wilbraham

413.279.2020

2133 Boston 
Road, Wilbraham 

413.271.1208

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com

(413)589-1671

www.spartanbrake.com 

2714 Boston Road
Wilbraham, MA
413-596-2479

Auto Care Center

The Wilbraham-Hampden

TIMES
Your Hometown 

Newspaper!

wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com

jwalker@turley.com
413-283-8393

Happy
Holidays
FROM ALL OF US
TO ALL OF YOU!

Thank you for making
our whole year brighter 
with your visits and for 
your continued trust in us.

We wish you joy,
peace and abundance
today and all year!
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TIMESTIMES
The Wilbraham-Hampden

TIMES
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Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
Wishing you the best 

all holiday season & throughout the new year!

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

Readers are encouraged to send 
in medium to high resolution 

photos for this page by e-mail to 
dzbierski@turley.com or mail to 

TIMES, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Please note that if you send 
us a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 

background. Examples:
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain.

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN
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The Hampden Fire Department 
advised drivers to use extreme 
caution during a snowstorm on 
Dec. 5. “The wet snow mixed with 
strong winds is causing trees to 
fall. Currently N Monson Rd is 
closed in the area of #150. Please 
don’t approach down wires and 
call 911 if you see wires down,” 
the department said. 
The later was later reopened.
Photo and caption courtesy of Hampden 
Fire Department

HFD cautions 
drivers during 
snowstorm

In addition 
to the fire 
department, the 
Hampden Police 
Department also 
put out a weather 
alert on Dec. 5:
“Road Closure. 
North Monson 
Road from 
Glendale Road /
North Monson 
Road to Bennett 
Road in Monson 
closed due to a 
downed tree.”
By 10 a.m., North 
Monson Road 
was open with 
National Grid on 
scene working 
to restore power 
to the North 
Monson Road 
and Bennett 
Road area.

Photos and caption 
courtesy of Hampden 
Police Department

Road 
closure 
alert 
from HPD

WMS Robotics Team 
advances to MA FLL 

WEST Championship!
Congratulations to WMS Robotics 

team on advancing to MA FLL WEST 
Championship: (L-R) Mario Garcia, 

Liam Shattuck, Martin Garcia, Willis 
Lam, Liam Matthews, Emmett Shat-
tuck, Nolan Carney, Reid Blanchard, 

and Michelle Kyei Ohemeng (other 
student contributors not in photo: 

Jason Cao, Ellen Di Nino, and Quintis 
Saviengvong). Submitted photo and 

caption Samuel Kar Kin Lam

Rotary donates toys to YWCA 
Women’s Shelter…

Each member who attended the Dec. 11 Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary Club Holiday Party at La Cucina 
in Hampden donated a toy to the YWCA Domestic Violence Shelter Dec. 12 in Springfield. The toys 
were accepted by YWCA Front Desk Receptionist Anais Jones from Rotary Past Presidents Charlie 
Bennett (left) and Brad Sperry (right). For information on joining the club, call Sperry at 413-537-
4171. (YWCA photo) Photo and caption Charlie Bennett
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WFD delivers baby
The Wilbraham Fire Depart-

ment shared a photo of a stork 
holding a pink bundle on Dec. 9 
after announcing the delivery of 

a baby girl. On their Facebook 
page, the fire department wrote, 

“In the early morning hours of 
Dec. 8, our Wilbraham firefighter 
paramedics assisted in the field 
delivery of a beautiful baby girl. 

A huge congratulations to the 
new parents!” 

Photo and caption courtesy 
of Wilbraham Fire Department

WMS Robotics Team 
advances to MA FLL 

WEST Championship!
Congratulations to WMS Robotics 

team on advancing to MA FLL WEST 
Championship: (L-R) Mario Garcia, 

Liam Shattuck, Martin Garcia, Willis 
Lam, Liam Matthews, Emmett Shat-
tuck, Nolan Carney, Reid Blanchard, 

and Michelle Kyei Ohemeng (other 
student contributors not in photo: 

Jason Cao, Ellen Di Nino, and Quintis 
Saviengvong). Submitted photo and 

caption Samuel Kar Kin Lam

Photos and captions courtesy of Wilbraham Police Department
The Wilbraham Police Department shared this message on their Facebook page after the 
Annual Stuff-a-Cruiser event on Dec. 7 outside Big Y on Boston Road:
“On behalf of the Wilbraham Police Relief Association, we extend a sincere #thankyou 
for the outpouring of support in this year’s Stuff-A-Cruiser event,” the department said.

WPD hosts Stuff a Cruiser

The day after the Stuff-a-Cruiser event on Dec. 7, the Wilbraham Police Relief Asso-
ciation received another donation from HasBeen Collectible Toys & Comics own Rik 
Alvarez and Mike Bolduc  from Lunch Money Comics YouTube channel. The police 
department expressed their thanks for the generous donations. Photo and caption courtesy 
of Wilbraham Police Department

WPD receives donation from HasBeen Toys 
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his 16th year as pastor and found-
er of St. Cecilia’s in 1966 while 
the Men’s Club and Choir helped 
him observe is 40th year as a Cath-
olic priest. “Under his leadership a 
new church has been built and all 
aspects of parish life have flour-
ished…” said a spokesman for the 
men’s club.

A plaque of Fr. Scanlon, cur-
rently mounted in the Social Center 
of St. Cecilia’s, reads: “His priestly 
devotion, burning zeal, tireless ef-
forts and self-sacrificing labors for 
the welfare of our parish keep him 
in high esteem and loving remem-
brance.”

St. Cecilia’s announced that the 
Mother and Daughter Communion 
Supper would be held on Dec. 16 
(1966) with a Mass and then a smorgas-
bord, Miss Katheryn Engle, a teacher at 
Memorial School, would show home 
movies of her recent trip to Europe.

Not to be outdone The Women’s Chris-
tian Fellowship of Grace Union Church 
held their December meeting in the Parish 
Hall where Mrs. Colin A. Trant and Rev. 
and Mrs. Henry E. Green showed slides 
of a trip they took that summer to Europe. 
Members were asked to bring shirt box-
es and Christmas wrapping paper for the 
30 wool sweaters the group purchased for 
holiday gifts for the girls at the Protestant 
Youth Center in Baldwinville, Mass.

New Priest
Meanwhile, west of town at the Church 

of the Epiphany, that church welcomed a 

new Episcopal priest, Rev. James C. Cros-
sen, who had served parishes as far away 
as California and New York State. Rev. 
Crossen filled the vacancy left by Rev. 
Daniel B. Kunhardt who was vicar there 
for eight years. Crosson had an interest-
ing background. Before being ordained he 
was a journalist and served as program di-
rector for the Buffalo Radio Broadcasting 
Corp. and a feature writer for the Buffalo 
Times.

Leading up to Christmas that year the 

Mother’s Club of Wilbraham United 
Church was busy getting ready for 
what they called their “An old-fash-
ioned Christmas Cotillion”. Dance 
teacher Adeline Johnson would help 
organize the formal Grand March 
and a number of Christmas games 
and dances for kids 3 to 10 years old.

St. Cecilia’s was also getting 
ready for Christmas by holding their 
Christmas Bazaar in the Social Cen-
ter on Friday and Saturday, Dec. 9 
and 10. General Chairman of the 
event was Mrs. Raymond Trombley 
with co-chairman Mrs. Frank Engle. 
A new feature for sale that year was 
black and white and brown and white 
tiles made by Mrs. Dorothy Wheeler 
with a pencil sketch of St. Cecilia’s 
Church. They could be used as wall 
plaques or to put under hot dishes.

Vietnam
What was happening out in the 

world at that time?
International Days of Protest against 

the U.S. policy on Vietnam were taking 
place. Pope Paul VI issues an encyclical 
on the Vietnamese War and a 48-hour 
Christmas truce was observed in Vietnam.

In Wilbraham the Welcome Wag-
on held its December meeting at Unit-
ed Church with the theme “Candlelight 
Cookery”.

A get-acquainted Christmas Tea was 
held Dec. 7 between 1 and 3 p.m. by the 
Friendship Committee of United Church. 
All women of the parish were encour-
aged to attend to meet new members of 
the church. Mrs. Everett Warner was the 
chairman and said babysitting services 
would be offered.

Wintery December
It could get cold in Wilbraham in those 

days. Twenty-five Scouts of Troop 177 
slept out in zero weather on a December 
Saturday night at a camp in Monson. The 
boys worked on advancement skills that 
weekend.

The spirit of Christmas enveloped the 
entire town that season. My mother wrote, 
“The highlight of the Christmas Social 
Season was The Holly Ball sponsored by 
the Mothers Club at United Church. That 
year it was held out of town at the Elm-
crest Country Club in East Longmeadow. 
Many ball-goers held private parties in 
their own homes prior to the event to get 
in the right frame of mind.

The Sanctuary Choir of Grace Union 
Church held their annual Christmas Con-
cert on Dec. 11 in the church. A trumpet 
trio took part in the concert. The choir 
was under the direction of Minnechaug 
music teacher Dwight D. Killiam.

The Wilbraham Grange held its Christ-
mas Party Dec. 21 that featured a move by 
the electric company. All Grange Masters 
from local towns were invited.

The youngsters in town had their own 

holiday entertainment when students 
from grades 7 through 10 attended a re-
cord hop in the Grange Hall sponsored by 
the Grange youth members.

And then crime raised its ugly head 
when Wilbraham Policemen Terrance T. 
Reidy and Robert Sweeney, checking the 
Parkway Drive-in on Boston Road, closed 
for the winter, found a side door broken. 
Upon further investigation they found 
a cigarette machine in the Concession 
Stand had been rifled of cash.

Daily life in America and the world 
continued when it was announced that 
U.S. car registrations totaled 78 million 
passenger cars and 16 million trucks 
and buses. President Johnson’s youngest 
daughter Luci married Patrick J. Nugent. 
UCLA defeated Michigan State 14-12 to 
win the Rose Bowl on New Years Day.

The Red Guard demonstrated in Chi-
na against Western influences. President 
Johnson went on a Far East Tour. Nazi 
minister Albert Speer was released after 
20 years imprisonment.

William Manchester published “Death 
of a President”. Robert Heinlein wrote 
the science fiction classic “The Moon is a 
Harsh Mistress”.

Christmas Morning
When Christmas morning finally came 

that year, townspeople woke up to see the 
Civil War Statue in Crane Park adorned 
with a red Santa’s cap with a white tassel 
and a bulging white sack over its shoul-
der. Clifford D. Scott, who operated a gas 
station across the street, said it wasn’t 
there when he closed up Christmas Eve so 
the deed must have been done during the 
height of the weekend snowstorm.

One alert citizen, who preferred to 
remain nameless, recalled that the Shults 
brothers, Rudy and Maitland, owners 
of the Village Store next door, had been 
wearing the same sort of caps recently as 
a pre-Christmas customer relations ges-
ture. A call to the Village Store revealed 
that Rudy Shults, missing from the store 
on Christmas Eve, no longer had a tas-
seled red cap in his possession. Specula-
tion persisted in the Center Village of Wil-
braham on Christmas Day. “But nobody 
knows from nothing, or so they say.”

Sources: News archives, December 1966, of 
Springfield Morning Union.  “History of Wilbraham 
Bicentennial Edition 1763-1963” edited by Charles 
Merrick; Chauncey Peck who wrote “The History 
of Wilbraham, 1731, 1763-1913. “The Timetables of 
History” by Bernard Grun, a Touchstone Book pub-
lished by Simon & Schuster.

Editor Emeritus Charlie Bennett is a 
member of the Historic Commission and 
a trustee of the Wilbraham Atheneum So-
ciety. Readers can contact him with com-
ments or ideas for the column at cben-
nett4765@charter.net. 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The Select 
Board received an update on 
176 Cottage Ave. during their 
Dec. 17 meeting.

Town Administrator Nick 
Breault explained that Build-
ing Commissioner John Walsh 
would meet with a representa-
tive from Charlie Armit Ser-
vices onsite the next morning 
to lay out the fencing to put up.

“The town has now taken 
the measure of putting up the 
fence on our dime for the time 
being. We’ve been in contact 
with counsel for the property 
owner and we’ve made our dis-
satisfaction and disappointment 
known as a town and our con-
cerns, more importantly, about 
public safety,” Breault said. 
“So, the town’s going forward 
with it.”

Breault said they wanted to 
give every opportunity for this 

to be addressed by the property 
owner, but it was not.

“So, we’re now going to in-
cur a short-term cost, which is 
not insignificant. We think it 
it’ll be approximately $3,000 
or so to just install the fence 
and then there’ll be a monthly 
fee probably in the $500 range. 
John sought three quotes for 
this,” Breault said. “But, we’ve 
made it clear that this will be 
recovered by the town as the 
form of a lien on the property 
and so, unfortunately, it had to 
come to this.”

After Clerk Marc Ducey 
asked what would be next steps, 
Breault said this.

“I don’t know if further le-
gal remedies we could do. I 
think because of things that 
were identified as part of that 
Board of Survey process, that’s 
still in place. So, the fence is 
one of the measures that’s iden-
tified,” Breault said. “If there 
are other measures, so for ex-
ample, there’s an empty com-

mercial-grade propane tank on 
the property, maybe the town at 
some point says, ‘We’ve given 
you enough time to remove that 
or use it. We’re going to go in 
there and do that.’ There are 
other vehicles that presumably 
are abandoned or inoperable 
on the property that can be re-
moved. We could do that.”

Another item, Breault said, 
is “a decrepit building--a small-
er building--on the property.”

“That’s not only an eye-
sore, but another potential for 
a dangerous collapse, in attrac-
tiveness,” Breault said. “So, we 
could end up doing those kinds 
of things.”

Ducey also asked about 
safety for the neighbors in that 
area.

“But this will secure the 
building and make it safe for 
the neighbors, at least as much 
as we can,” Ducey said.

Breault replied, “As much 
as we can.”

“Both chiefs and Mr. Walsh 

have continued to keep an eye 
on the building—physically go-
ing there—taking a look at it,” 
Breault said. “The elements are 
taking their toll as you would 
think and wind storms and rain 
storms, they’re going to have 
their effect on that property.”

Chair Sue Bunnell asked 
about a board of survey report.

“Were we getting a report 
from the Board of Survey?” 
Bunnell said.

Breault confirmed a report 
was received, sharing the find-
ings.

“The report from the Board 
of Survey was that that they did 
their work and they came to the 
conclusions that these were the 
properties over there. So, that 
was received,” Breault said.

When Ducey mentioned 
contacting the neighbors and 
notifying them, Breault agreed.

“Certainly, we can,” Breault 
said. “We can certainly notify 
them.”

Select Board hears update on 176 Cottage Ave.

News photo from Springfield Morning 
Union promotes the Mothers Club of 
United Church 1966 Christmas Cotillion. 
The event featured a formal Grand March 
and a number of Christmas games and 
dances for kids 3 to 10 years old. (Morning 
Union photo)

HISTORICAL from page 1

Wilbraham 
Men’s Glee 
Club to Begin 
Rehearsals

WILBRAHAM - The Wilbra-
ham Men’s Glee Club, accompa-
nied by Marcia Jackson and con-
ducted by Ray Drury, will begin 
rehearsals for the 2025 concert 
season on Monday evening, Jan. 6, 
at Christ the King Lutheran/Epis-
copal Church at 7 p.m. Rehearsals 
will continue each Monday there-
after until 2 concerts in late April/
early May.  

While no audition is required, 
all interested should be able to 
“carry a tune” attend the majority 
of rehearsals, and be able to pay a 
nominal fee at the first rehearsal to 
cover the cost of sheet music.  
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SPORTS
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

AGAWAM—The basketball 
fans who attended last Monday 
night’s boys’ varsity game be-
tween the Minnechaug Falcons 
and the Agawam Brownies saw a 
very entertaining affair from the 
opening tip-off to the final buzzer.  

Led by junior guard Miles 
Fergus, who scored a career-high 
and game-high 30 points, the Fal-
cons improved their record to 2-0 
by overcoming a 13-point deficit 
in the middle of the third quarter 
to defeat the Brownies, 60-56, 
at Agawam’s Clifford P. Kibbe 
Gymnasium.

“When we were trailing in 
the third quarter, coach (Mike) 
Orzech kept telling us to keep 
chipping away. We executed very 
well down the stretch,” Fergus 
said. “This is a very big win for 
us against a pretty good Agawam 
team.”  

Prior to the 2023-24 season, 
the two basketball teams were 
members of the Suburban North 
Division. They would battle each 
other twice during the regular 
season. The Falcons moved to the 
Suburban South Division a year 
ago and they only play each other 

one time.
A year ago, Agawam snapped 

a three game losing streak against 
the Falcons by celebrating a 66-
55 road win.

Last Monday’s contest was 
the Brownies (2-1) first home 
game of the regular season.  

Fergus also scored 20 points 
in the Falcons 63-51 season open-
ing victory at Wahconah Regional 

“Miles is probably one of the 

best basketball players in Western 
Mass.,” Orzech said. “He does a 
lot of different things for us.”

Fergus scored ten or more 
points in 13 games last season. 
He scored 20 and 23 points in the 
Falcons final two games of the 
2023-24 regular season, which 
were very close losses. 

“We did lose a lot of close 
games last year, which wound 
up hurting us because we didn’t 

qualify for the postseason tourna-
ment,” Orzech added. “We have a 
lot of returning players this year 
and we were able to grind out a 
win in tonight’s game.,”   

Minnechaug had two other 
double digit scorers against Aga-
wam. Junior guard Andrew Gras-
so finished with 15 points with 
the help of four 3-pointers. Senior 
forward Nathan Pace scored 11 
points. Senior guard Gus Przybyl 

rounded out the scoring column 
for the visitors from Wilbraham 
with four points. He scored a 
game-high 29 points in the season 
opening victory.  

The Brownie’s leading scor-
er was senior point guard Elijah 
Maldonado who scored 18 of his 
29 points during the first half. No 
other Agawam player reached 

Falcons hand Agawam first loss

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Nate Pace uses his body to keep the ball.

Drew Grasso makes a shot under pressure.

Falcons defense shines in season-opening win
WILBRAHAM – Last Wednesday 

night, Minnechaug Regional High School 
girls basketball held Holyoke to just sev-

en first half points and rode that great de-
fense to a 51-24 win. The Falcons spread 
through scoring around with 12 different 

players registering points in the win. Lyric 
Nelson and Ava Ofcarcik had nine points 
each to lead the team. The Falcons faced 

Central on Dec. 20 and travel to Wachu-
sett on Friday, Dec. 27 at 1:30 p.m.

Ava Ofcarcik passes inside. Ava Manning attempts a three-pointer.

Lyric Nelson 
sends a pass 
away.

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande

Cailen O’Brien looks to drive to the hoop. Elizabeth Woytowicz heads into the arc. Ainsley Holden makes the long jumper.

Please see FALCONS, page 12
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double digits.
 “Elijah is a terrific basketball player,” 

said Agawam head coach Tim Sheehan, 
who was previously the boys’ varsity bas-
ketball coach at Granby High School. “He 
always wants to win more than anything 
else.”

Maldonado has scored more than 800 
points during his varsity basketball career. 
He’s hoping to join his former teammate, 
Colin Smith, as a member of the elite 1,000 
point club. Smith accomplished the feat 
last year as a senior.  

Fergus, who joined the varsity team as a 
freshman, scored nine of his points during 
the first quarter, as the Falcons entered the 
second quarter with a slim 13-11 advan-
tage.

The Brownies outscored the Falcons 
17-7 in the second quarter, and they headed 
into the locker room with a 28-20 halftime 
lead. Maldonado scored 12 of his team’s 17 
points during that quarter.  

With 4:35 remaining in the third quar-
ter, a Maldonado driving lay-up down the 
middle of the lane gave Agawam a 38-25 
lead. 

The Falcons then responded with a 10-0 
run.

“We got into foul trouble in the third 
quarter and that’s when they went on a 
run,” Sheehan said. “We played well offen-
sively in tonight’s game, but we didn’t play 
very well defensively.”  

Fergus began the Falcons’ run by sink-
ing a jumper from the left side of the key. 
He capped it off with a steal and a lay-up. 
In between, Grasso buried a 3-pointer from 
the top of the key and he also made an old 
fashion three point play.

Agawam responded with back-to-back 
field goals from junior Josiah Wyner, 
which were his only points, and an inside 

hoop from sophomore center Matt Letellier 
(2 points). The Brownies entered the final 
eight minutes of the contest holding a 44-
38 lead.  

Fergus made a free throw before hitting 
a 3-pointer from the left side which closed 
the gap to 44-42 less than a minute into the 
fourth quarter. 

A Przybyl lay-up with 5:17 left in reg-
ulation gave Minnechaug the lead at 47-46 
for the first time since the second quarter. 

Agawam quickly retook the lead when 
freshman guard Brody Sheehan buried a 
3-pointer from the right corner. Sheehan, 
whose two older brothers (Tim Jr. & Ryan) 
played basketball at Granby High School, 
is one of the three freshmen listed on the 
Brownies varsity roster. He was also a 
starter in the home opener.  

“It’s very special to have now coached 
all three of my sons at the varsity level,” 
coach Sheehan said. “Whenever we’re on 
the basketball court, Brody is just another 
player and I’m his coach.”

The other two Agawam freshmen are 
Dylan Jorgensen, and Caeden Roeder (5 
points)

A putback hoop from sophomore 
forward Gavin Cruz (6points) gave the 
Brownies a 51-48 advantage with four min-
utes remaining on the scoreboard clock.   

Then Fergus made a lay-up, and a 
3-pointer from the right side, which gave 
the Falcons the lead back at 53-51. Pace 
added a jumper, and the visiting team 
would continue to pull away.

They held a 60-54 lead following a Fer-
gus free throw before Maldonado made a 
lay-up at the buzzer.    

The Brownies players and coaching 
staff would probably like to play the Fal-
cons again in either the Western Mass. 
tournament or the Division 2 state tourna-
ment.   

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
ChaugBoysA

ChaugBoysB

ChaugBoysC
Miles Fergus gets the open layup.
ChaugBoysD
Gus Przybyl flicks a pass on the run.
ChaugBoysE
Max Baroni calls out a play as he 
comes down the court.
ChaugBoysF
JJ Martinez fakes a pass.

Swimming sweeps Amherst 
Regional

WILBRAHAM – Last Wednesday afternoon, Minnechaug Regional High School 
swept visiting Amherst in a pair of swimming meets. The boys were victorious 133-
33 while the girls won 110-70. In their season-opening meets, the boys lost to West 
Springfield 109-75 while the girls won 140-33. In the girls opening victory, Emma 
Grzebieniowski took wins in the 100 and 200 freestyles. Chelsea Ortega had wins in the 
500 freestyle and 100 fly. Lianna Lisowski won the diving competition. Minnechaug 
took first place in every event. In the boys defeat against West Springfield, Cameron 
Maziarz won the 200 individual medley and 100 freestyle for the Falcons.

FALCONS from page 11

Cody Jaramillo asked me the same 
question I’m often asked, where do I 
find people to share their Random Acts 
of Kindness stories.  I told him he was a 
prime example of how people cross my 
path.

I had a plumbing problem so called 
Fletcher Sewer & Drain. I was lucky to 
have Cody be on call and how I met him. 
He treated me with such respect and dig-
nity I just knew he had stories to be told. 
Boy was I right, he’s an incredible young 
man!

I’d asked Cody about the tattoos he 
sported on his arm and quickly found out 
he’d suffered more losses than someone 
his age should have had to endure.  He’s 
overcome some difficult situations from 
self-admitted bad choices.   

After losing a best friend he consid-
ered a brother in 2014, he spiraled into 
a black hole of drinking causing him to 
gain approximately a hundred pounds. 
One day he woke up and knew that’s 
not what his friend would have wanted 
for him, that’s the day he turned his life 
around.  He got sober, started making 
better choices and then in 2021 shed the 
extra weight! 

Cody has a wonderful support sys-
tem and though some were doubtful 
he’d be able to accomplish this transfor-
mation, there was always love.  His dad 
and mom were incredible examples that 
shaped him into the kind and caring core 
person he is.  He is a self-proclaimed 
Mama’s boy but recalled how his dad, 
who he reiterated numerous times with-
in our conversation was his hero, was at 
all he and his brothers sporting events 
always encouraging them. His mother 
who had served in the military when she 
was younger retired as head nurse for a 
VA hospital specializing in spinal cord 
injuries. 

He shared that his mother actually 
introduced her mom and his Grandpa 
Charlie, then after six months they were 
married.  Those grandparents were oth-
er excellent models.  Grandpa Charlie, 
a thirty-five-year military man, was 
voted New England Marine of the year 
in 2024!  He completed 15 years in the 
Army, 20 in the Marines and still contin-
ues work that supports veterans.  He was 
even nominated for the National Marine 
honoree.  Cody says he’s the perfect 
example of everything and definitely a 
‘selfless man’.

When I asked Cody to tell me about 
his Random Acts of Kindness he shared 
how he’d helped a young woman whose 
car broke down in the middle of an inter-
section by pushing her to safety.  Once 
he knew she was safe he left, never giv-

ing his name but knowing she’d be okay.  
He also reflected when younger how he 
always helped an elderly neighbor with 
her yard work and shoveling her drive-
way.  His parents were always superior 
examples of this type of behavior. 

As we chatted Cody told me about 
the wonderful woman he’s shared his 
life with these past four years, describ-
ing her as not only beautiful but also his 
rock.  He said though they come from 
very different backgrounds, they support 
each other and it works.

He also shared something quite 
unique, in 2017 he became a lottery 
winner.  He said the money wasn’t as 
important to him as the people in his 
life and he shared his good fortune with 
them.  He was able to purchase a home 
for his parents, gave his four siblings a 
monetary gift as well as a very special 
aunt and uncle who had supported him 
through his troubled times.  He also was 
able to help out some friends by giving 
them items after purchasing new things, 
such as a truck to one. He explained he 
was very happy this hadn’t happened in 
his earlier years but rather in his sober 
and healthier time. 

That night he’d been out with friends 
playing pool and ordered a pizza for 
everyone. Those who wanted to chip in 
fine and if not, he was okay with that 
too.  Just another example of his gen-
erosity. After, he stopped at a store and 
was going to buy a $30 lottery ticket 
but instead decided to purchase three 
ten dollar ones.  Though on the first he 
won more than the purchase price, it was 
the second one that gave him the bigger 
winnings. 

Cody still works, loves meeting the 
various people with his job and just one 
more thing that impressed me was, this 
never changed who he is.  He’s also 
now a youth wrestling coach in Wilbra-
ham, kindergarten through eighth grade.  
What a wonderful mentor these kids 
have in Cody!

I know I’ve dreamed of what I’d do if 
I ever won the lottery and you probably 
have too, but what a wonderful story to 
be able share about someone this actual-
ly happened to. With your genuine life-
time of kindness, Cody you’re an inspi-
ration to others in so many ways, thank 
you!

If would like to share a Random Act 
of Kindness story please contact me 
at bdt514@aol.com or 413-575-9385.  
Who knows, you might see your story 
in this column, ‘Just ‘Cause’ you wit-
nessed, did or received something nice 
being done.  See you soon with another 
Random Act of Kindness! ~  Barb

By Barb Turcotte

WILBRAHAM - State Rep. Ange-
lo J. Puppolo, Jr. (D- Springfield), is 
pleased to announce that the Department 
of Environmental Protection’s (DEP) 
Sustainable Materials Recovery Pro-
gram (SMRP) has awarded the Town of 
Wilbraham a $5,600 grant through the 
Recycling Dividends Program.

“I am pleased that Wilbraham will be 
able to continue to maximize their recy-
cling and waste reduction efforts as they 
work toward a healthier and sustainable 
environment for their residents through 
the continued support of the DEP and the 
Legislature,” stated Puppolo. 

The Recycling Dividends Program 
recognizes municipalities that have im-

plemented policies and programs proven 
to maximize materials reuse and recy-
cling, as well as waste reduction. Com-
munities that receive this funding must 
reinvest in their own municipal recycling 
efforts. 

MassDEP’s SMRP program provides 
funding for recycling, composting, reuse 
and source reduction activities that will 
reduce the amount of waste disposed of 
in landfills and incinerators. Waste pre-
vention and recycling reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions by capturing the embod-
ied energy in everyday products and 
packaging waste and converting it into 
new products. 

Puppolo announces $5,600 in Grant 
Funds for Recycling and Waste Reduction
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HOLIDAYMerry MakersMerry Makers

By Patricia Sullivan
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM/HAMPDEN - People 
across Wilbraham and Hampden were 
busy all through December baking, shop-
ping, wrapping, and decorating to prepare 
for the holidays. No one worked harder 
than local business owners, who helped 
their customers get their homes and cele-
brations in order.

In the spirit of the holidays, local busi-
nesses also encouraged charitable giving. 
And, of course, revelers held parties all 
month long.

These photos feature some holiday 
happenings in Wilbraham and Hampden.

Submitted photo Debbie Cusson
Jolene Cusson of Spartan Auto Care Center of Wilbraham 
with a box of toys donated by customers for Spartan’s 
12th annual toy drive. The Cusson family collects toys 
for I Found Light Against All Odds, a Springfield, Mass., 
nonprofit that supports local youth.

Members of the Wilbraham Garden Club decorated the 
dining room of the Potter Mansion at Storrowton Village 
for the West Springfield museum’s holiday events. An 
original centerpiece of apple, holly, and pine suits the 
19th-century room.

The Wilbraham Branch of Monson Savings sponsored 
a Giving Tree and randomly distributed 10 gift cards to 
local business to 10 lucky customers. The bank also 
held a holiday toy drive. Above, Vicki Baldyga (left), 
branch manager,  and Amber Messer, assistant branch 
manager, with the bank’s holiday tree.

Turley photos by Patricia Sullivan
Sandy Polom, owner of The Scented Garden Gift Shoppe 
in Wilbraham, worked every day from Black Friday to 
Christmas Eve. Here she holds one of the boutique’s 
many plush Jellycats, which were one of this season’s 
best-selling gifts.

Julia Grottole of Kinderhook Flowers and Gifts in 
Hampden creates a mini Christmas tree. Boxwood 
log centerpieces, wreaths and small fresh flower 
arrangements in mason jars were popular this year at 
Kinderhook.

The Hampden Free Public Library held a holiday party 
for teens on Dec. 14. The teens took part in a candy cane 
tasting of “pretty gross” flavors, such as pickle, ketchup, 
macaroni and cheese, gravy, and pine.

Joelene Hackett, owner of 
Theme Cakes by Joelene 

in Wilbraham, with a 
tower of freshly baked 

holiday cookies. Many local 
businesses have a tradition 

of buying her cookies as 
customer gifts.

Allison Henry, owner of the 
Sugar Chalet in Wilbraham, 
decorates some of the many 
dozens of holiday cookies 
baked at the shop. Henry held 
a sold-out gingerbread cookie 
decorating class on Dec. 15.

Eric Schultz was ready to sell Christmas trees and other 
natural holiday decorations at Bilton’s Mountainside 
Orchard in Hampden. 

Lilly won the Hampden Library’s ugly sweater contest 
wearing a sweater she made with her mother.
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. 
Interior painting/staining, wallpaper 
removal, wall/ceiling resurfacing, cab-
inet painting. Quality workmanship, 
fully insured. Free estimates. Call 413-
896-8264.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic. 
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212.

AUTO FOR SALE
2010 HYUNDAI SONATA
138,400 miles. Well-cared for 

and in good condition.
$2,500/OBO – MUST SELL.
Please call (541) 654-6007,

leave message.

ENGLISH SPRINGER SPANIEL 
MALE, liver tri-colored. current on 
shots, soft temperament. $100. 413-
596-8190.

The Town of Oakham is seeking 
an experienced municipal Treasurer/
Collector. 15 hours a week, negotia-
ble pay based on experience. Please 
send resumes to admin@oakham-
ma.gov.

TOWN OF BLANDFORD 
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

The Town of Blandford is seeking a 
qualified individual for the position of 
Highway Superintendent. Salary range 
starting at $75,000-$80,000+ negotia-
ble based on experience/skills. 

Please visit our website 
TownOfBlandford.com 

or email Administrator@Townof-
Blandford.com 

for more information.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

BEDROOMS(s) 
AVAILABLE NOW:

4BR/2BA house in peaceful Palmer 
neighborhood, flexible terms. $925 in-
cluding utilities/parking. Pets/420 ok. 
Friendly live-in landlady. Women/NBs 
only. Email your situation/preferences: 
deirdre@mit.edu

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES PETS

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Retro World
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JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393
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413-364-4994
realtybymaureen@gmail.com

Maureen McGarrett Hall  
REALTOR® MA 9585138  |  Member MLS   |  Equal Opportunity HousingOWN A

NEW HOME

Let me help guide you through 
achieving your real estate dreams

Happy New Year

New Year’s Resolution

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24P2361EA
Estate of: 

Fleming R. Cocchi
Date of Death: 07/07/2024

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Adjudication of Intestacy 
a n d  Ap p o i n t m e n t  o f 
Personal Representative 
has been filed by Richard C. 
Nicoli of Leeds, MA request-
ing that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests 
that:  Richard C. Nicoli of 
Leeds, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 

at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
01/17/2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must 
file a written appearance 
and objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of 
objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represen-
tative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: December 16, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

12/26/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24P2566EA
Estate of: 

Jane Godfrey
Also known as:
Jane E Godfrey

Date of Death: 11/03/2024
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate  of  Wil l  wi th 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed 
by Rebecca G. Lawlor of 
Bernardston, MA   request-
ing that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests 
that: Rebecca G. Lawlor 
of Bernardston, MA be 
appo in ted  as  Persona l 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 

from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
01/07/2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must 
file a written appearance 
and objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of 
objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represen-
tative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: December 10, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

12/26/2024

WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING

In  acco rdance  wi th 
M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 
5, the Wilbraham Planning 
Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, 
January 8, 2025 at 5:45PM 
in the Town Office Building, 
240 Springfield Street, to 
give interested parties the 
opportunity to comment on 
proposed amendments to the 
Wilbraham Zoning Bylaw to 
regulate Accessory Dwelling 
Units (ADUs) by amending 
Sections 1.3, 3.4., 3.9.2.15 

and 4.10.
The complete text of the 

proposed amendments is 
available for review in the 
Town Clerk’s Office and the 
Planning Office during nor-
mal business hours and post-
ed for public viewing on the 
Planning Board page of the 
Town of Wilbraham web-
site at www.wilbraham-ma.
gov/123/Planning-Board. All 
persons interested or wish-
ing to be heard on this matter 
are urged to attend the public 
hearing.

Both in person and vir-
tual participation are avail-
able. To participate virtu-
ally go to https://meet.goto.
com/500519685 or call 877-
309-2073 (Access Code: 500-
519-685).

James Rooney, Chair
12/19, 12/26/2024

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

PUBLIC NOTICES

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069  •  413-283-8393  •  www.turley.com

EARLYEARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE

In observance of NEW YEAR’S
PUBLIC NOTICES 

WILL HAVE AN EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice no later than

Fri., Dec. 27 NoonFri., Dec. 27 Noon

EARLYEARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE
In observance of NEW YEAR’S

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • 413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

There will be an EARLY CLASSIFIEDS & 
ADVERTISING DEADLINE for Dec. 30 - Jan. 3.
Place your advertisement no later than

Fri., Dec. 27 Noon

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

Wilbraham Hiking 
Club December Hikes

WILBRAHAM – The Wilbraham Hiking 
Club has these hikes coming up for December.

...and, wait! there’s more!
 The Wilbraham Senior Center Hiking Club 

has great hikes, too! For more info and to regis-
ter for the hikes below, contact Jen at the Senior 
Center, 596-8379

* Tuesday, Dec 31- 9:30 a.m. Arcadia Roll-
ing Meadows, Easthampton

Hampden Winter Parking 
Ban Information

HAMPDEN – The Town of Hampden Winter Parking 
Ban will run from November 15, 2024, through April 15, 
2025.

Any vehicles left on town roads may be towed at the 
owner’s expense. All vehicles that impede snow removal 
shall be towed at the request of the Highway Department.

Drop-In Tech Help at the WPL
WILBRAHAM– Need help setting up an email account, 

updating your phone, or figuring out a new device? Volunteer 
students from Wilbraham & Monson Academy (WMA) will be 
available for technology assistance at the Wilbraham Public Li-
brary on select Fridays from 3:30 – 5 p.m. Assistance is avail-
able on a first come, first served basis. Please bring any relevant 
devices and/or log-in and password information. Contact the li-
brary at 413-596-6141, or visist www.wilbrahamlibrary.org, for 
more information about upcoming dates.
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural Pruning
■ 

Crane 
Service

■ 
Storm 

Damage
■ 

Stump 
Grinding

■ 
Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

Happy New Year!
DL&G TREEDL&G TREE


