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By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The com-
munity was treated to a spe-
cial visit from Santa and Mrs.
Claus at the library on Dec.
13.

The annual event featured
children telling Santa and
Mrs. Claus what they want-
ed for Christmas along with
a craft and creating reindeer
food with teen volunteers.

Refreshments were do-
nated by the Friends of the
Hampden Free Public Li-
brary.

Also, patrons dropped off
donations of new mittens,
gloves, scarves and hats, new
child-sized pajamas and non-
perishable food items for the
Mitten Tree, Pajama Drive
and Food Drive, which ran
through Dec. 17.

That annual fundraising
drive supports the Communi-
ty Survival Center.

Jean Hall, a member of the
Friends, shared Cathy Ma-
honey, the Friends president,

Please see SANTA,
page 13
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Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

The Rochford Family legacy continues with their newest addition, the adorable 10-month-old Maeve Iris Reed, who joins her
brother, Beau Francis Reed, now two and a half years old, and their parents Jack and Julie Reed. Jack Reed is the grandson of
Margaret “Peg” Rochford, who served as children’s librarian in Hampden for 25 years, which the Rochford Reading Room at
the Hampden Free Public Library was named for in her honor.

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - On
Dec. 14, the Adult and Youth
Choirs of St. Cecilia Parish
hosted their annual Festival
of Carols.

The adult choir per-
formed a vast arrangement
of 19 total songs, including
the jazzy “We Three Kings,”
along with the classical “O
Holy Night” and “Mary, Did
You Know?”

The Adult Choir was di-
rected by Dr. Todd A. Rov-

elli, and the Youth Choir
was directed by Carolee Mc-
Grath.

During the concert, the
choir invited the audience
to participate in songs such
s “Hark! The Herald An-
gels Sing,” “O Come, All
Ye Faithful,” and “Joy to
the World.” The concert also
featured the Youth Choir in
two songs, “O Come, Lit-
tle Children” and “Believe”
from the hit film “The Polar
Express.”

The concert also show-
cased various subgroups of

Turley photo by Noelle Hisgen
The St. Gecilia Youth Choir joins the Adult Choir for the song “0 Come, Little Children.”

St. Cecilia Parish hosts Festival of Carols

the adult choir.

The women of the choir
performed “Go, Tell It On
The Mountain,” which is a
traditional African-Ameri-
can spiritual arrangement for
three-part women’s voices.

The St. Cecilia’s can-
tors: Carol Adamski-Mag-
gi, Jena Fallon, Mary Kate
McGrath, and Leo Morrisey,
performed a quartet arrange-
ment of “Child of the Poor”
and “What Child is This?”

Please see GAROLS,
page 8

The story behind this year’s
Hampden Tree Lighting

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The com-
munity enjoyed an extraor-
dinary event in this year’s
Annual Tree Lighting at the
new town hall on Dec. 7.

What many people may
not know is, there’s quite a
story behind it.

Paul Marcelina, the man
who started it all, shared it
began last year when his
grandson, Jayden, attended
the event.

From there, Marceli-
na—a resident of Hampden
for over 20 years who also
raised his two kids in town

Please see TREE
LIGHTING, page 8

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers
This year’s Annual Tree Lighting in Hampden has quite the
origin story. Pictured here on the left is the grandson of

Paul Marcelina, Jayden, with his friend Colton during the
festivities enjoying their hot cocoa.
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anta visits HPL for Christmas Party

Educators
take a
stand

By Patricia Sullivan
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - Edu-
cators from the Hampden
Wilbraham Regional School
District held five standouts—
two at the Wilbraham Middle
School, two at Minnechaug
High School and one on
Main Street—in December
to make the public aware that
they have been working for
months under an expired con-
tract.

The current three-year
contract expired at the end
of the 2024-2025 school
year. Despite sustained ne-
gotiations over the past
year, no agreement has been
reached. The Hampden Wil-
braham Education Associa-
tion (HWEA), the union that
represents more than 375
teachers,  paraprofessionals
and service providers, and the
School District agreed that
negotiations have reached an
impasse and consequently
jointly filed for contract me-
diation through the Massa-
chusetts Department of Labor
Relations on Nov. 25.

Under this process, the
state assigns a mediator who
relays proposals between the
two parties. The state media-
tor does not have the author-
ity to impose a settlement.
Several Massachusetts school
districts, including Bedford,
Belmont, Cambridge, Nan-
tucket and Worcester have
filed for state contract medi-
ation in recent years.

The timeline of the state
mediation process is variable,
but does prioritize speed.

About 50 HWEA union
members and others stood
out on Main Street near Crane
Park after school on Dec. 12.
They held signs reading, “Fair
Contract Now,” “Living Wage
for Paras,” and “We Work
Here. We Live Here.”

HWEA Union President
Damian Konkoly, an English
teacher at Minnechaug Re-
gional High School, stood
with the demonstrators.

“We want the public to be
informed that we have been
working under an expired
contract,” Konkoly said. “We
hope that members of the
public will let their elected
officials, including the School
Committee, know where they
stand.”

Konkoly said that another
goal of the public standouts
was to be available so that
people could stop and ask
questions about the contract
and school district.

Major points of contention
in the contract negotiations

Please see EDUCATORS,
page 4

HISTORICAL WILBRAHAM

Another look at ‘People from the Past’

From Joshua Brooks
to Gen. Henry Knox

By Charles F. Bennett
Times Editor Emeritus

e received quite
a few comments
about our recent

columns featuring Wilbra-
ham historical figures that I
call “People From the Past”
- providing a brief profile on
why they were important to
the town.

They join historic figures

like Rev. Noah Merrick, the
town’s first minister, and Na-

it also means that historians
will be celebrating a revolu-

thaniel Hitchcock,
the town’s first
settler and more
modern town
characters like
Town  Meeting
regular Don Flan-
nery and peach
grower and select-
man Jesse Rice.

General
Henry Knox

Charlie Bennett

tionary event tied to
our hometown, when
The Knox Trail
came through Wil-
braham led by Col-
onel Henry Knox’s
“noble train of artil-
lery”. They hauled
captured British
cannons from Ft. Ti-
conderoga at Crown
Point, New York,
traveled through
Wilbraham, to the Continen-

War. The cannons laid siege
to Boston and ultimately
forced the British troops to
withdraw.

I will always make the
connection between The
Knox Trail and the late for-
mer Selectman John Lovejoy
who passed away a few years
ago of Covid-19.

I will always have an im-
age of Lovejoy, donning a
tri-cornered hat in 1976 when
he participated in a re-enact-
ment of trekking the route of

62 Years Ago

‘Blyth Spirit’ to be Staged

ere is a news clipping reported by my mom,
HEthel M. Bennett, who was the Wilbraham

correspondent for the Springfield daily news-
paper The Morning Union from the 1940s through
1970s. From a December 1963 edition. “Blythe Spir-
it” by Noel Coward will be presented by the Wilbra-
ham Community Theater on Thursday, Dec. 5 and
Friday, Dec. 6 at the Minnechaug Regional High
School. Parent-Teacher groups of the three Wilbra-
ham schools are sponsors of the play. Proceeds will

benefit scholarships.

Tickets are available from Mrs. Joseph Cotton
of Memorial School; Mrs. Joseph Valentine of Pine
School and Mrs. Francis Hartigan of Stony Hill

School.”

Because the new year
will bring much attention to
the country’s 250th Birthday

tal Army camp outside Bos-
ton early in the Revolutionary

Please see HISTORICAL,
page 8
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HPD hosts Stuff-a-Cruiser Toy Drive

By Angelina Acevedo
Correspondent

HAMPDEN - As the hol-
idays come closer with each
passing day, it’s important to
remember children in need,
and think about what their
Christmas will be like.

In order to help local chil-
dren and families during this
time, the Hampden Police
Department hosted Stuff a
Cruiser on Sunday, Dec. 13.

Ofc. William Jacques, the
town’s school resource offi-
cer, explained what Stuff-a
-Cruiser is, and how it helps
to give children a better hol-
iday.

“Basically, Stuff-a-Cruis-
er is a drive where people can
come in and drop off new un-
wrapped toys. After we will
take them, we put them in a
cruiser, with the goal to fill
it up as much as possible,”
Jacques said.

Jacques, along with Ofc.
cer Michael Kane, volunteer
Robert Dupre, and Chief Dan
Bruno collected toys at Mon-
son Savings Bank from 9 a.m.
to Noon, but toys could, also,
be dropped off at the Hamp-
den Police Department up
until Thursday, December 18.

Jacques  shared what
comes next.

“After the toys get sorted
through, they get distributed
through the schools to fam-
ilies who could use a little
extra help during this time.
We also give toys to families
around town at their doorstep,
which is also a great feeling,”
Jacques said. “This year, we
received a bunch of winter
jackets for kids and adults,
so we’ll also pass those out
to children, seniors, and other
adults who don’t have access
to one.”

After entering Monson
Savings Bank, donors were
greeted with extra holiday
surprises, like hot chocolate
and coffee donated by the
Bagel Nook, munchkins from
Dunkin, and popcorn from
the bank. Along with these
offerings, Mr. and Mrs. Claus
were waiting to take photos
with excited children and
hear what they wanted for
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Turley photos by Angelina Acevedo

A group photo comprising of Chief Dan Bruno, Ofc. Michael Kane, Santa and Mrs. Claus, Ofc.
William Jacques and Volunteer Robert Dupre.

Christmas.

“We get a lot of education-
al toys, which is a really good
thing,” Jacques said. “We get
some Barbie dolls, trucks, and
a lot of other toys for young-
er kids around seven or eight.
We’ve received a couple cash
and check donations, which
I’ll use to buy gifts for the
older teen range. So far, we
haven’t received many gifts
for the 14 to 15 age group, so
that’s what those donations
will go towards.”

Jacques shared how Mon-
son Savings Bank got in-
volved in the event this year.

“Normally, we’ve done
this event just at the Hampden
Police Department, but Mon-
son Savings Bank reached out
to us and wanted to partner
up. We’re grateful for that op-
portunity, since we can reach
more and new people through
this location. All the dona-
tions and help we’ve received
also deserves a very big thank
you from the Department,”
Jacques said.

Santa and Mrs. Claus lat-
er stopped by the library up
the road for a visit with fam-
ilies there, telling Times Ed-
itor Kristin Rivers they were
moved by the community’s
support of the toy drive.

“We went there because
the police officers were there
and they were collecting toys
for the boys and girls that
might not get anything this
year, so it was very nice to see
generous people come in and
leave toys for these boys and
girls,” he said. “It was a very,
very nice event. We were very
happy to see the people come
in. There was quite a few and
hopefully, this Christmas,
them children that would not
have received anything will
get something and enjoy their
Christmas.”

Mrs. Claus was
moved by the generosity.

“People came in with
boxes and bags of things and
some people that saw that—
didn’t bring in anything—and
they gave money as a do-

also

nation. So, that was a good
thing, that was very nice, and
they had hot chocolate and
donuts and things for the peo-
ple to have just coming in to
the bank to do business,” she
said. “So, it was very nice.
Everybody was friendly and
talked to us and they talked
to everybody. Some children
came, but even the adults
came and liked to say Merry
Christmas and talk with us, so
it went well.”

The Hampden Police
Department has done Stuff-
a-Cruiser for five years in a
row, with countless families
around town offering their
support to those in need of
extra holiday magic.

“When I'm able to give
a toy to a child in need, it
makes me feel good. Fam-
ilies can do a lot of work to
provide for their children,
but this extra help can really
bring a well-deserved smile
to a child’s face,” Jacques
said.
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THE BEST FRESH FOR

YOUR HOLIDAYS!

Merr)&(;hristmas
Happy Healthy New Year

To All Our Customers & Friends
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FOR NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATIONS

Holiday Food

Call to Order 589-7071
Cocktail Shrimp, Stuffed Mushrooms,
Meatballs, Quiche, Lasagna,

Deli Platters, Fruit or Veggie Trays,
Fresh Baked Pies & Desserts

Craft Beers, Wines,
Champagnes & Proseccos

A4 For A Sparkling New Year!
Buy 6 Bottles of Wine
Mix & Match ~ Save 10%

ROBERTS ROOFS

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate e Copper ® Architectural Shingles e Gutters
Historical Restoration e Flat Roofing
Snow Removal
Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

=/ -
Trusted Name Since 1982

Fia Angelina Ferrentino
October 23, 2025

Parents: Frankie and Marissa Ferrentino, Longmeadow
Grandparents: Joao and Maria Dos Santos, Ludlow
Angelina Ferrentino, Longmeadow
Great Grandmother: Noemia Tereso, Ludlow

e Sump Pumps

¢ Footing Drains

e Gravity Drains

e Landscape Drainage

¢ Crawlspaces ® Bulkheads

Basement Waterproofing
(413) 279-9133  FREE ESTIMATES

drynestlic.com HIC #216492

DryNest

LLC

Lillian Marie O’Brien

August 28, 2025
Parents: Autumn and Michael 0'Brien, Ellington, (T
Grandparents: (ynnamon and Steven Hebert, East Hartford, CT
Michael O'Brien, Sr., Natick
Great Grandparents: Carol Silva, Wilbraham
Denise and Adrian Hebert, East Hartford, CT

==, Gourmet
' \ Gift Baskets

Ready For Pick Up

GREAT HOSTESS GIFTS
Snack Attacks, Wine Baskets,
Entertainments & MORE!

....................................................

RANDALL’S GIFT CARDS
The Perfect Gift!

..................................................

The New Ye

With Sparkling Fresh Flower”’ ':
Bouquets & Arrangements
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071 e www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE 12/24 7AM - 5PM
CLOSED GHRISTMAS DAY
OPEN NEW YEAR’S EVE 7AM - 6PM
CLOSED NEW YEAR’S DAY
OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM

Find us on and You{[T)
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Select Board approves
letter of support after
WMS discussion

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The
Select Board unanimously
approved a letter of support
to the School Committee to
withdraw from the accelerat-
ed repair program and apply
for the core building pro-
gram for Wilbraham Middle
School.

The Dec. 8 announce-
ment comes after the board,
the Hampden Selectboard
and School Committee’s
joint meeting on Dec. 2.

Chair Michael Squindo

thought the joint meeting
“was a very productive meet-
ing.”
“I thought it was proba-
bly of the meetings that we
had on this particular, gen-
eral topic, one of the more
positive and driven ones in
terms of feeling like we’re
moving in the right direc-
tion as a group of partners,’
Squindo said.

Clerk Sue Bunnell

agreed.

“We’re at a point of what,
where we obviously, I think,
in many ways are thankful
to Mr. Ducey and his raising
the question. I think putting
the brakes on the MSBA
accelerated repair program
to throw pieces of correc-
tion and adjustments and
improvement at the Wilbra-
ham Middle School building
without a deep dive into big-
ger, more thorough assess-
ment is unwise,” Bunnell
said. “So, I agree.”

Vice Chair Marc Ducey
also agreed on the meeting
being productive.

“I thought the meeting
was as productive as we
could expect it. I was very
happy with the progress
we’ve made and look for-
ward to seeing what comes
ahead,” Ducey said.

After Squindo noted the
letter was still being drafted
that evening, the board did
their motions and votes.

The letter was later sent
to the School Committee.

Men’s Glee Club to begin rehearsals

WILBRAHAM - The
Wilbraham Men’s Glee Club
(TTBB), accompanied by
Marcia Jackson and conduct-
ed by Raymond Drury, will
begin rehearsals for the 2026
concert season on Monday
evening, Jan. 5, at Christ The
King/Epiphany Church on
Main Street in Wilbraham at
7 p.m.

Rehearsals will continue
each Monday thereafter and
culminate with two concerts
in the spring, one in Wilbra-
ham and one in Longmead-
OW.

Drury has chosen an

eclectic and compelling pro-
gram, consisting of classical
pieces, contemporary works,
folk songs, pop tunes with a
few surprises along the way.

While no auditions are
required, singers should be
able to sing a tenor, baritone
bass part independently and
comfortably within the con-
text of traditional 2, 3 and 4
part choral music. A modest
fee will be imposed to cover
the cost of sheet music.

For more information,
please visit us at Wilbraham
Choral Society on Facebook.

Hope to see you there.

EDUCATORS from page 1

include cost-of-living ad-
justments (COLA) raises for
teachers, compensation for
paraprofessionals and paid
parental leave.

COLA adjustments have
not kept up with inflation,
says Konkoly, and pay for
paraprofessionals does not
take into account the full im-
portance of the work they do.

“Our former contracts
reflected an age when paras
were assistants; now they are
more enmeshed in the educa-
tional process. For students
with academic or emotional
needs, paras are integral to
our process,” Konkoly said.

The lack of paid parental
leave in the district is affect-
ing family decisions regard-
ing whether or not to continue
teaching or to remain in the
district, Konkoly added.

Darcey Walulak, an
eighth-grade math teacher at
Wilbraham Middle School
and member of the bargaining
committee, joined the demon-
strators on Dec. 12.

“We haven’t had a reason-
able COLA in many years,’
Walulak said. “Our paras
don’t earn a living wage;
some of them are working
three jobs. There are ongoing
maintenance and repair issues
at Wilbraham Middle School,
including a broken HVAC
system, that aren’t being ad-
dressed. We need to hire more
people to get students the sup-
port they need. We’ve been
bargaining in good faith for
over a year on these issues.
We’ve bent a lot—and noth-
ing has happened.”

Georgina Trebbe, is a
licensed library teacher at
Minnechaug Regional High
School, vice president of the
HWEA and a longtime Wil-
braham resident.

Visit us at

WWW.

turley

.com

THURSDAY

Prime Rib Night
served with potato, veg

SAT & SUN

Our famous brunch
9am-12pm

4 4
Book y(')ur HOLIDAY Party today 25-90 people
Gift Cards and LOCAL Apparel make great gifts!

SUN 9:00am - 9:00pm
Mon-WED 11:00am - 9:00pm  [=]:
THURS-SAT 11:00am - 10:00pm

Bar Open Late
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Get Local at Home with
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TheLocalTableNTap.com
(413) 279-1198 » TheLocalTableNTap@gmail.com
2039 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA
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Hampden-Wilbraham educators hold a demonstration on Main St. Dec. 12.

Trebbe said she came to
the standout on Main Street
because, “Our community
needs to know that we really
care about what we do and the
school. My kids went through
the school system and my
grandchildren will too. We
know there is only so much
pie in the town budget, but
we want the community to be
aware that they can support
the community by supporting
teachers and students.”

Emma Pluta, a music
teacher at Stony Hill and
Soule Road schools, brought
a sign reading: “We teach. We
care. Students and staff de-
serve fair.”

Pluta says she is hopeful
for a fair contract that sup-
ports teachers.

“There is more on our

plates every year and we’ve
been giving and giving,” Plu-
ta said.

Several at the demon-
stration agreed that working
without a contract for so long
has been demoralizing.

“Our requests are not be-
ing heard or and not being
met with reasonable respons-
es,” said Konkoly said.

“It results in uncertainty
and we feel undervalued,”
added Walulak.

The HWRSD  School
Committee did not provide
a comment on the standouts
when contacted via email, but
both the union and the School
Committee have expressed
hope for a timely resolution
of contract negotiations.

In a prior statement sub-
mitted to the Times from

School Committee Chair Mi-
chal Boudreau on behalf of
the School Committee, the
committee wrote in part:
“Our goal has been to
settle these contracts quickly
so we can provide well-de-
served raises and keep the
district focused on teaching
and learning. We recognize
that prolonged negotiations
create uncertainty for staff
and families....Both parties
have concluded that we are at
an impasse and have jointly
requested mediation. We will
participate fully and in good
faith, with the shared goal of
reaching an agreement that
supports educators, protects
students, and remains finan-
cially sustainable for both
communities.”

Crafternoon at Wilbraham Senior Center

WILBRAHAM - Join
us for a special Crafternoon,
“Vision 2026” on Thursday,
Jan. 22 from 1 to 3 p.m.

Create an inspiring vi-
sion board to keep your goals
front and center as we head in
2026.

What’s a Vision Board?

A collage of images and
words, this fun and empow-
ering activity is a visual re-
minder of what you hope to
accomplish in the year ahead.
A daily reminder can be a
powerful thing—often being

the difference between action
and inaction. Make this a year
of action.
Limited Space Available

To register, please call
413-596-8379 or  email
Amanda at arenna@wilbra-
ham-ma.gov.

Scan today to book a consult! ‘¢
¥

b
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75 Post Office Park =

Wilbraham
413-675-7570

www.mypoportho.com
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Dr. Ana Serrenho

100% locally owned and operated

»}

SELF-CARE IS NOT SELFISH - IT°S NECESSARY.

Relax ~ Recharge ~Reconnect

Viola Guberow

VIOLA AESTHETICS

Scan for more
information

o Face & Skin Treatments
o Lashes & Brows
o Hair Removal

o Injections

o

DAY SPA

Gift Cards
Available!

2038 Boston Road, Wilbraham (across from Big Y)

413-265-1278 « Hours by appointment
Tues. 12-6 « Wed. & Thurs. 11am-8pm e Fri. 10am-3pm e Sat. 10am-2pm
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‘Warbirds of WWII’ land at Hampden Senior Center

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The com-
munity gathered at the senior
center on Dec. 10 to enjoy a
presentation on the Warbirds
of World War II.

The event was present-
ed by the New England Air
Museum and showcased
several warbirds on display
including the Boeing B-29
Superfortress, the Goodyear
ZNPK-28 Blimp Control Car,
the Sikorsky R-4 helicop-
ter or “Hoverfly”, the P-47
Thunderbolt and the Vought
XF4U-4 “Corsair.”

Also, a history of the mu-
seum and its programming
was presented along with
unique items directly from
the museum including a hel-
met, parachute, flight gog-
gles, headphones and a bomb-
er jacket, and Christopher
Doyle, a resident who served
in the Air Force for 35 years
as an active duty member and
reserve member at Westover
with the 49th Fighter Wing,
showcased his artwork.

The event was sponsored
by Pat Sherman from Edward
Jones.

Doyle, who also served
as an avionics flight chief
before retirement and did 9
years with the FAA, shared
his art pieces began in 1983
and vary from pencils to paint
and chalk.

“So, what you did was you
came up with a composition
and you went forward with
it. So, with every airplane
you see here there’s probably
three sketches, four sketches,
just to get the composition
and the look and then when
I decided on one, I would go
with it,” Doyle said.

Doyle was thrilled with
the turnout and enjoyed the

shows off his artwork.

event.

“Just to see the people
come out and see the facts
that are out there, the infor-
mation that was there,” Doyle
said. “It was nice. I mean,
that’s what the senior center
is for and I support that.”

Two of Doyle’s art pieces
are also on display at the Pen-
tagon.

“The Air Force Art Pro-
gram (at the) Pentagon is
anybody can petition them
with work— with artwork—
and if you go through the
paperwork and commission,
they’ll accept the pieces then.
What they do as they see fit,
they take the ownership of
the piece and they reproduce
them on G Class and they
send them out as a package to
different bases, so the bases
can hang the pictures in their
squadrons and headquarters
and stuff like that. So, there’s
a lot of pictures out there,”
Doyle said.

Air Force Veteran Christopher Doyle

Tian-
na Dar-
ling, 4
oper- |

and ,
pro-‘
grams
manager at the

New England

Air Museum, has been with
the museum for nearly sev-
en years and started in the
education department when
she was a graduate student.
From there, she moved to her
current role, along with over-
seeing the Adult Aerospace
Academy programs.

“We have a lot of really
cool programs at the mu-
seum, including our Adult
Aerospace Academy, which
brings a lot of different lec-
tures and presentations to the
museum for our audience,
including things like histo-
ry of Pratt and Whitney, air-
craft accident investigations.

TR E E

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 « office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net

OBINSON

KR

S ERVIC E

Turle b

Publlcatlons IncC.

ADVERTISING

» Do you want to work in your community helping
local businesses connect with their customers?

» Do you want a career supporting local journalism,
which tells the unique stories of our communities?

» If so, then join our team! Turley Publications
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person
interested in selling advertising for our community
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.

Turley Publications, a locally owned family
business, offers a competitive commission
structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:;jamie@turley.com

“-m.' A close up of the bomber jacket
worn during World War II.

NOW AT

2022 Boston Rd.
Wilbraham, MA

- Helping clients live their
best financial life since 1965

- Accomplished, Friendly
and Professional

- Minimum required

Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through
Trombley Wealth Management, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

cught XFAU-4 “Corair

Turley phots by Krisn Rivers
This slide showcases the history of the Vought XF4U-4 “Corsair.”

Here, an interior shot of the cockpit for the Boeing B-29
We’ve done some with astro-  “Superfortress.”
nauts and different programs
of sorts, so we do those in the
spring and fall,” Darling said.

Darling was elated with
the engagement during the
presentation, explaining this
was also done at the East
Longmeadow Senior Center,
which is how the HSC found
them.

She also expressed a de-
sire to do more of these in
Hampden in the future, add-
ing on-site and virtual pro-
grams are usually offered.

“It’s really great to be able

Please see WARBIRDS,

5 The Sikorsky R-4 helicopter or “Hoverfly” was another World
page

War Il warbird presented to the audience.

HANNOUSH E

JEWELERS.
CHICOPEE

“A Family Business You Can Trust”
704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10%
Extra Cash
When Cashing In

Your GOLD

_ .. Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
. www.hannoushma.com i

25% Extra

When You Use Your
GOLD Towards

A New Purchase

Mike Trombley, Financial Advisor, Former MLB Player;
Barbara Trombley, CPA, Financial Advisor

trombleywealth.com
413-596-6992
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Why won’t Social Security
give me my benefits?

Dear Rusty:

I called the Social Se-
curity office, as well as
went with my husband
when he went to collect his
Social Security. Because 1
work full-time at about
3800/ week, they said 1
could not file for my Social
Security. Yet I seem to read
articles all the time about
people doing so.

My husband just filed
for his benefits and is now
collecting them. Out of the
two of us, his Social Secu-
rity will be larger. Please
advise me.

Signed: Wanting
my Benefits

Dear Wanting
my Benefits:

If you have not yet
reached your SS Full Re-
tirement Age and you are
working full time, you are
likely being affected by
Social Security’s Annu-
al Earnings Test, which
limits how much you can
earn while collecting So-
cial Security prior to your
FRA. Your FRA is some-
where between 66 and 67,
depending on when you
were born. The annual
earnings limit for those
collecting SS benefits
prior to FRA in 2025 is
$23,400 (changes yearly)
and, if that is exceeded,
Social Security will take
away benefits equal to $1
for every $2 you are over
the limit. If you applied for
your benefits and are still
working, and were denied,
it’s likely because Social
Security determined that
your current annual earn-
ings considerably exceed
the earnings limit and,
thus, you cannot collect
benefits. That’s because
the penalty for exceeding
the limit would be more
than your benefit amount.

FYI, the earnings lim-
it will go away when you
reach your full retirement
age so, after FRA, you can
claim your benefits even if
you are still working. Or if
you stop working before
your FRA you can collect
your SS benefits at that
time.

None of this means you
are losing money, because
your monthly SS payment
will continue to grow until
you later claim (e.g., after

e P ‘

you stop working, or only
work part-time), or until
you reach 70 years of age.
When you later claim,
your monthly benefit will
be higher and, depending
on your longevity, you
may recover what you
didn’t get now because
you are working. And that
includes both your own SS
retirement benefit and any
spousal boost you may be
entitled to from your hus-
band.

So, my suggestion is
this: as long as you are
working full time and ex-
ceeding Social Security’s
annual earnings limit, con-
tinue to wait to claim your
Social Security. Then,
when you reach your full
retirement age — again, be-
tween 66 and 67, depend-
ing on the year you were
born or if you stop work-
ing before that, go ahead
and apply for Social Secu-
rity again.

At that time, your ap-
plication will be approved,
and you will be awarded
your own earned SS re-
tirement amount plus any
additional amount you
may be due as your hus-
band’s spouse. To be en-
titled to a spousal boost
from your husband, your
own FRA entitlement
must be less than 50% of
your husband’s FRA en-
titlement. But the amount
you get will be reduced if
you claim before your full
retirement age.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other
governmental entity. This
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and
does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It
presents the opinions and
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association To submit a
question, Visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory or
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Se-
curity advisor for AMAC.

Holiday safety reminder

WILBRAHAM/HAMP-

DEN - As the holiday sea-

ers,

When using space heat-
exercise caution by

son approaches, many will
unwrap gifts containing lith-
ium-ion batteries.

Always avoid leaving
devices plugged in over-
night or charging them un-
attended, and ensure you
use chargers specifically de-
signed for your device. Reg-
ularly inspect batteries for
signs of damage, swelling,
or leaks; if any issues arise,
discontinue use immediate-
ly and dispose of the battery

properly.

keeping them at least three
feet away from flammable
materials and never leav-
ing them unattended. Addi-
tionally, ensure your home
is equipped with working
smoke alarms and carbon
monoxide detection.

Let’s continue to make
2026 a safe and happy year
for our community!

A message from your
Wilbraham and Hampden
fire & life safety educators.

Editorial

Yes, Virginia, There is a Santa Claus

By Francis P. Church in 1897

Dear Editor,

I am 8 years old. Some of
my little friends say that there
is no Santa Claus. Papa says
“If you see it in the Sun, it is
so.” Please tell me the truth,
is there a Santa Claus?

Virginia

Your little friends are
wrong. They have been af-
fected by the skepticism of
a skeptical age. They do not
believe except what they see.
They think that nothing can
be which is not comprehensi-
ble by their little minds.

All minds, Virginia, wheth-
er they be men’s or children’s,
are little. In this great universe
of ours, man is a mere insect,
an ant, in his intellect, as
compared with the boundless
world about him, as measured
by the intelligence capable of
grasping the whole of truth
and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a
Santa Claus. He exists as cer-

tainly as love and generosity
and devotion exist, and you
know that they abound and
give to our life its highest
beauty and joy.

Alas! How dreary would
be the world if there were
no Santa Claus! It would be
as dreary as if there were no
Virginias. There would be no
childlike faith then, no poetry,
no romance to make tolera-
ble this existence. We should
have no enjoyment, except in
sense and sight. The eternal
light with which childhood
fills the world would be extin-
guished.

Not believe in Santa Claus?
You might as well not believe
in fairies! You might get your
Papa to hire men to watch all
the chimneys on Christmas
Eve to catch Santa Claus, but
even if they did not see San-
ta Claus coming down, what
would that prove?

Nobody sees Santa Claus,
but that is no sign that there is
no Santa Claus The most real
things in the world are those
that neither children nor men

can see.

Did you ever see fairies
dancing on the lawn? Of
course not, but that’s no proof
that they are not there. No-
body can conceive or imag-
ine all the wonders that are
unseen and unseeable in the
world.

You tear apart the baby’s
rattle and see what makes the
noise inside, but there is a veil
covering the unseen world
which not the strongest man,
or even the united strength of
all the strongest men that ever
lived, could tear apart. Only
faith, fancy, poetry, love, ro-
mance, can push aside that
curtain and view and picture
the supernatural beauty and
glory beyond.

Is it all real? Ah, Virginia,
in all this world there is noth-
ing else as real and abiding.

No Santa Claus? Thank
God he lives and he lives for-
ever. A thousand years from
now, maybe 10 times 10,000
years from now, he will con-
tinue to make glad the hearts
of children.

Two holiday plants suited for gift giving

re you in need of a
plant for a hostess gift
this holiday season

but poinsettias aren’t your
cup of tea? Look no fur-
ther! I will give you my

top two non-poinsettia
picks, and share my
experiences growing

these plants.

Hopefully you will
find the perfect gift for
someone on your list.

Florist Cyclamen (Cy-
clamen persicum) is a delight-
ful indoor plant that flowers
during the winter months
and is available at local
nurseries and box stores. Its
quarter-sized blooms in red,
pink and white are unique in
that the petals are bent back
and held above pretty, heart-
shaped,  silver-margined
leaves.

There are varying types
available with fancy flow-
ers and intricately pat-
terned foliage.

The cyclamen plant is tu-
berous and unfortunately is
best propagated by seed or by
division of its fibrous roots.
Usually this task is left to the
experts who are best able to
deal with erratic germination
and roots that are susceptible
to rot.

A few years back I became
the owner of my very first cy-
clamen (thanks, Mom!). I had
a little trouble after awhile.

During the spring its
leaves yellowed and fell off
so I threw it out. Little did I
know that leaf loss was sup-
posed to happen! It was going
dormant.

With  the cyclamen’s
bloom time during the winter,
it has a period of dormancy
mid spring through the end
of summer when it’s leaves
will yellow and shed and it
will demand next to no water.
This time frame is opposite of

what we are used to with our
perennial flowers that bloom
during the summer and

go dormant during the winter.

In late August, we can be-
gin watering again and leaves
will sprout anew before the
blooming cycle begins during
the fall.

Another favorite holiday
plant by the name of Paper-
whites start out as a bulb. The
bulbs are available now by
mail and from local nurseries
and garden centers.

Sometimes you can “fill
a bag” with the exact num-
ber you want, which is really
neat. Upon inspection of the
bulb and the picture on the
label, you’ll note that Paper-
whites look very much like
our outdoor daffodils.

Paperwhites are cousins to
these spring harbingers and
bloom easily inside with little
more than light, something to

anchor the developing roots

(soil or rocks) and water to

get them growing. They don’t

need to go through a period

of cold in order to bloom like
outdoor narcissus do.

In just about four

weeks after planting
you’ll be delighted
- with flowers galore!

Decide for your-
self if you like the fragrance
or you find it a little over-

powering. Prevent leaves
and stems from stretching
by placing your container
in a cool spot in your home
during the night and enjoy
the flowers in your living
spaces during the day.

After flowering is done,
throw the bulbs out free
of guilt; they won’t bloom
again consistently. One
year you may remember
that I did try to regrow the

bulbs by allowing them to
dry out within the container
I had first grown them in. Of
the four bulbs, two had life
left in them a year later.

I watered and waited and
leaves did grow, but no flow-
ers ever came. [ ended up
chalking it up to an experi-
ence and starting over with
new bulbs the following win-
ter.

Have fun experimenting
with these plants or any num-
ber of beauties worthy of a
good home for the holidays.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well
as flowers. Have a question
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
Jject line.
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Editorial
Policy

Letters to the editor should be
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be
published. We require letter writers to
include his or her town of residence
and home telephone number. We
must authenticate authorship prior
to publication. We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal
attacks, defamation of character and
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor,
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy

The TIMES will gladly correct
factual errors that appear in this paper
and can be substantiated. Corrections
or clarifications will always appear on
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail
or mailed communication to the editor
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
is published every Thursday by Turley
Publications, Inc. One year out of town
subscriptions are available at $45, out
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission
of news material, letters to the editor
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden
Times welcomes readers to
participate in this year’s election
campaigns by writing letters to
the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times,
care of Turley Publications, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed
10 413-289-1977 or emailed to
krivers@turley.com. Please include
a daytime telephone number for
verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered
for that Thursday’s newspaper.

No attack letters will be printed.
No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy
will be printed. If the volume of
letters received is larger than the
space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive,
the newspaper reserves the right
to print a representative sample.
No endorsement letters will be
printed in the last edition before the
election.

For more information, call the
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election
coverage, the newspaper plans to
print stories about contested races
for Congress, state Senate, state
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks
leading up to the election, as well
as a question-and-answer voters
guide. In order to ensure fairness
1o all candidates, no political press
releases will be printed, nor will
reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to
further publicize their candidacy,
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden
Times.
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for this page by e-mail to 'l COMMUNITY
krivers@turley.com or Rotary donates tOYS 10 B U L LETI N BO ARD

mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street, y R S R T A
Palmer, MA 01069, YWCA Women’s Shelter.... .. .

Send us in
your
announcements!
Happy Birthdays,
Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run
here free of charge, please keep it
to less than 50 words.

Submitted photo and caption Cherie Spinks

Photo and caption courtesy of Charlie Bennett o .
State Rep PuppOlO Each member who attended the Dec. 10 Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary Club ! Please send to krivers@turley.com
. Holiday Party at LaCucina in Hampden donated a toy to the YWCA Domestic
suppor ts Toy Drive Violence Shelter Dec. 12 in Springfield. YWCA Executive Director Liz Dineern
(left) accepts toys from Rotary members (left to right) Larry Ottoson, Charlie
Representative Angelo J. Puppolo, Jr. Bennett and Brad Sperry. For information on joining the club, call Sperry at 413-
(D-Springfield) stopped by HasBeen 537-4171. (YWCA photo)

Collectible Toys & Comics in Wilbraham at
a recent event to contribute to their Holiday

Toy Drive for Toys for Tots (Rik Alvarez, WMS Robotics winning Robot Performance Award

Owner, HasBeen).

Garden club decorations
bring Christmas cheer

. Submitted photo and caption Same Kar Kin Lam
WMS Robotics team wins Robot Performance Award and advances to the FLL State
Championship at Worcester Polytechnic Institute: : (L-R) Reid Blanchard, Sam Castellano,

Submitted photo and caption Susan Austin  Gepette Fanning, Riya Kar, George Lam, and Joe Montano.
Members of the Hampden Garden Club

contributed to the town’s Christmas spirit by
decorating the gazebo at the Hampden Town

Offices with holiday greens and garlands. WM Robotics winning Robot Design Award

The Club also donated poinsettias and

helped decorate the Hampden Town Library. At State Championship a =

Submitted photo and caption Jill Moccio Connors

Babes for a Cause supports
Shriner’s Children’s

The Third Annual Babes For A Cause, Shop For A
Reason The Holiday Tour took place on Nov. 29 at The
Starting Gate at GreatHorse in Hampden to support
Shriner’s Children’s New England. The event featured
48 women-owned businesses, a VIP session from 2
to 4 p.m. with VIP bags of local goodies and first dibs
on shopping and complimentary services from Salon
Tres Chic and Day Spa, Deb Koske (Reiki Master)
Lisa Bernardini LMT, and Kathleen Farris (Spiritual
Mediumship Reader).

By general admission time, just under 400 guests
Submitted photos and captions Samuel Kar Kin Lam arrived to enjoy signature cocktails, small plates

WMS Robotics team wins first place out of 72 for purchase, a 360 photobooth, live acoustic music
teams in the robot design category at the FLL State provided by Dave Feeley and Rob Jacque of Project
- Championship in Worcester Polytechnic Institute: (L-R) 267 and more. s
: P Genette Fanning, George Lam, Sam Castellano, Joe The event raised $24,167 thanks to support from
WMS Robotics team showcases engineering prowess at the FLL State ) ’ ’ .
Championship: (Front row, L-R) FLL volunteer, Riya Kar, Genette Fanning, Montano, and Riya Kar. gﬂgirggr?ai?:r:‘sslors’ ticket sales and vendor and

Reid Blanchard, Joe Montano, and FLL volunteer.

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Iss A= ANy
&= MERRY EVERYTHING?

May the spirit of goodwill and unity reach

every corner of our community!
Thank you for being a part of our
hometown community news:

The Wilbraham-Hampden
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CAROLS

from page 1

Rovelli also performed
two piano duets with choir
member Ella Gagliarducci,
performing “Deck the Halls”
and “Jingle Bells.”

The choir also had a spe-
cial surprise song for the end,
as they performed the open-
ing theme to the popular mov-
ie, “EIf.”

The choirs were accom-
panied by Bruce Diehl (Sax-
ophone, Clarinet, Flute),
Donna Kennedy (Flute), Jill
Mongeau (Percussion), Saw-
yer Lisowski (Percussion),
Peter Roe (Trumpet), Ella
Gagliarducci (Piano), along
with Rovelli (Piano, Organ)

Rovelli spoke about the
festival.

“What you hear at the
performance represents three
and a half months of rigorous
weekly two-hour rehears-
als. The creative process of
producing the concert and
watching the choir progress
from week-to-week is some-
thing I always enjoy,” Rovelli
said. “The music we perform

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
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Music Director Dr. Todd A.
Rovelli welcomes the audience
to the Festival of Garols.

is uplifting for me personal-
ly and even more so when it
brings joy to the audience. It’s
amazing to me that the adult
and youth choirs, which range
in age from seven to 93 and
consist entirely of volunteers,
combine to make such beauti-
ful music. I can’t wait for Fes-
tival of Carols 2026!”

Speaking on behalf of the
adult choir was member Di-
ane Diehl.

“The concert this week
was a beautiful expression of
the love for each other and for
our community. Music has the

ability to bring us together in
a shared experience that tran-
scends everything else. Those
two hours were magical, spir-
itual and healing,” Diehl said.

Carolee McGrath, the
youth choir director, was also
excited about the concert.

“This a great opportunity
to bring both choirs together.
It’s beautiful to see people of
all ages singing their hearts
out for the Lord. The con-
cert is really about glorifying
Christ and it’s an honor to
be able to do that,” McGrath
said.

Turley photos by Noelle Hisgen

The audience joins together to sing “Hark! The Herald Angels

Sing.”

McGrath enjoys singing
with the choir at the parish,
especially around the holi-
days.

“This year’s experience
was special once again! I was
able to sing next to my daugh-
ter who is now a leader in the
youth choir - she started out
when she was three years old
with the youth choir. Music

ministry has been a great gift
in our family and it was an
honor to sing with this talent-
ed group,” McGrath said.

It was a beautiful cele-
bration of voices in music
coming together in harmo-
ny to celebrate the season of
Christmas.

TREE LIGHTING

from page 1

with his wife—wondered
what could be done to en-
hance the event for all.

“It just seems that as
things evolve and time has
passed, the tree lighting con-
tinued to reduce in size and I
don’t know why. After look-
ing at last year’s events, I said
to myself, ‘There’s got to be
something that we can do to
enhance this and recreate that
experience that my kids grew
up with,” Marcelina said. “I
think it’s important. I think
it’s great when community
comes together for a common
goal and it was my desire to
kind of get back to the days of
the past and create something
that was exciting and we
could continue to build on.”

As a member of the Spirit
of Springfield event in Spring-
field, Marcelina explained
he had the ability to acquire
light fixtures that he origi-

nally thought would be illu-
minated down Allen Street,
East Longmeadow Road into
Wilbraham Road and the area
around the old town hall on
Main Street.

However, when that didn’t
pan out, he reached out to
Valerie Santilli who lives
in Avon, Connecticut, who
wanted to donate lights her
father used for a display in
New Hampshire.

“His display encompassed
30 acres and had over six
million lights. It was incred-
ible and he did this for his
community. He just did it for
community involvement, as a
way to give back and a way
for everyone to celebrate the
holidays together, because it’s
one of the few times a year
that we all seem to put our
differences aside and focus on
what really matters, and that’s
our children and the magic of
the holiday season,” Marce-
lina said. “I want to do that
in Hampden because I think
that’s important, as a com-

munity, we support the future
generation.”

The support Marcelina re-
ceived from the community,
which included Paul Pick-
nelly, Valerie Santilli and her
parents, John Chakalos and
Rita B. Chakalos, Reverend
Mark S. Stelzer, pastor at St.
Mary’s Parish and co-vicar
for clergy for the Diocese of
Springfield and local business
support from Lou’s Bagel
Nook, Nick Tournberg with
East Meadow Enterprises,
Kevin Sacco with KSacco
Electrical, Sami Hajrizi from
Green Stone Landscaping,
Springfield Thunderbirds,
Uno’s Chicago Grill, the car-
olers and the police and fire
departments, meant a lot.

“I asked them for sup-
port and it was, ‘What can I
do?” They didn’t even have
to think about it. So, for me,
it was very motivating and
humbling that there was a
handful of local businesses
that saw the importance of
this and rose to the occasion

to help put this together for
the community,” Marcelina
said. “We put on, in my opin-
ion, for year one, a wonderful
event for the young commu-
nity of the town of Hampden
and the surrounding commu-
nities for sure.”

Marcelina’s goals mov-
ing forward—now that the
tree lighting will be at the
new town hall on Wilbraham
Road—include several ideas,
from looking for a permanent
sound system as opposed to
using a portable one, getting
the word out more about the
annual event by bringing back
or creating an event commit-
tee to expanding the event to
include a Toys for Tots collec-
tion drive.

Also, utilizing the gaze-
bo and tree throughout the
year, whether displaying red
lights on Valentine’s Day, or-
ange lights for Halloween or
pink lights for Breast Cancer
Awareness Month.

“So, it can be a visual mes-
sage throughout the course of

the year,” Marcelina said.

For Marcelina, it’s all
about bringing community
together.

“Sunday night says it all,
right? On a Sunday night,
people gave up a couple hours
of their time and came out and
supported the tree lighting in
its new location,” Marceli-
na said. “I’'m sure there was
skepticism, I'm sure there
was people that didn’t know
what to expect, and yet you
had over 200 people in atten-
dance and they were singing
along with the carolers. When
the parade came down the
street, the kids ran. Ran with
excitement to the end of the
driveway yelling, ‘Santa!
Santa! Santa!” I mean, that,
itself, is why.”

He also observed the par-
ents and grandparents ex-
pressing joy.

“Hampden is an incredible
town, it’s wonderful,” Marce-
lina said. “As I enter Hamp-
den, you see the wild. You see
the animals, we have deer, we

have bears, we have turkeys.
It’s just an incredible commu-
nity and area to live in. It’s a
community that supports each
other.”

On what he enjoyed most
about this year’s tree lighting,
it was all of the community
support and success.

“Knowing it was success-
ful on year one, I just want to
be able to grow it year two
and three and so on and so
forth. I think there’s a lot we
can introduce to the future
years,” Marcelina said.

Marcelina thanked the
community for their support,
also encouraging others to get
involved in the parade and
share their ideas.

“I promise that next year
will be bigger and we’ll
have improved communica-
tions and we’ll have other
activities,” Marcelina said.
“Again, thank you for those
that helped. If you came out, I
hope you enjoyed yourselves
and if you couldn’t make it,
we hope to see you next year.”

HISTORICAL from page 1

Colonel Henry Knox’s entou-
rage on the Knox Trail. They
had traveled through Wil-
braham on Route 20 (Bos-
ton Road) commemorating
Knox’s “Train of Artillery”
from Ft. Ticonderoga to Bos-
ton in the winter 1775-1776.

For a good background
on why the Knox Trail was
important to Wilbraham, you
should read local histori-
an Dave Bourcier’s chapter
“General Knox’s Epic Expe-
dition with his ‘Noble Train
of Artillery Through Wilbra-
ham” in his 2025 book, “His-
toric Tales of Wilbraham”.
The book is for sale at the Old
Meetinghouse Museum Gift
Shop in the center of town.

Knox was commissioned
by George Washington to
transport 59 cannons from
captured forts on Lake Cham-
plain, to the Patriot army
camp outside Boston to aid in
the war effort against the oc-
cupying British forces.

Knox passed through
through here on Jan. 15 and
16, 1776 and reported to Gen.
Washington on Jan. 24, 1776.
The heavyset, portly Knox
was the first secretary of war.

The re-enactment in 1975
was part of the country-wide
celebration of the country’s
Bicentennial of 200 years of
nationhood. Lovejoy joined
the re-enactors and was pho-
tographed with the trekkers as
they journeyed through town
to the Palmer line with oxen
pulling the antique cannons.

In 1975 my family and our
friends, the late Wilbraham
Police Sgt. Ned Baker and his
wife Carolyn, walked down
from their house on Maynard
Road to where it emptied
out onto Boston Road and
watched the reenactors, men
and oxen, travel by on their
way east to Boston. There is
a granite marker commemo-
rating the Knox Trail in Wil-

Gen. Henry Knox hauled captured British cannons from
Ft. Ticonderoga at Crown Point, N. Y. and traveled through
Wilbraham to Boston in 1775-76 at the start of the
Revolutionary War. (Times file photo)

braham at the corner of Main
Street and Maple Street.

For our own 250th birth-
day, Lovejoy was the key-
note speaker in the kickoff
of the town’s celebration of
its 250th birthday on a frigid
New Year’s Eve, 2013.

Joshua Brooks

Joshua Brooks, an indus-
trialist and gentleman farmer
from Wilbraham did a lot of
work to develop and make the
Big E a household word.

According to material pro-
vided by the Big E, Joshua L.
Brooks, just shy of 21 years
old, opened his own business
in Boston in 1888. The J.L.
Brooks Bank Note and Litho-
graphing Company produced
business forms and labels,
along with other stationery
supplies.

The following year, he
relocated his business to
Springfield and by 1900 was
an innovator in the printing
industry. Later he moved
his manufacturing facility to
what is now called Mason
Square, formerly Winchester
Square, section of Springfield
on Wilbraham Road, less than
eight miles from Wilbraham.

He was active in the

Greater Springfield business
community. Joshua was also
the owner of Brookmont, a
300-acre farm in Wilbraham.
The hilly Brookmont residen-
tial area of town on the east
side of Main Street got its
name from his farm that was
situated there.

Joshua’s passion for farm-
ing, derived from his agricul-
tural work in Wilbraham, in-
spired his goal to advance the
science.

Joshua’s rare gift of excel-
ling both in farming and busi-
ness alike brought him to help
found the Eastern States Ex-
position. He wrote, “I carried
the idea of what has become
the Eastern States Exposition
around with me, in my head
and on bits of scrap paper,
for almost two years before
I finally decided the time had
come for action,” he said.

With the help of 12 others
in the community, Brooks,
purchased 175 acres of for-
mer swampland in West
Springfield, which became
the home of the Exposition.
Brooks served as president
from 1914 to 1942.

He needed to book a show
that would attract the commu-
nity and benefit local farm-
ers. So, he and his colleagues

N

Joshua Brooks, an industrialist and gentleman farmer from
Wilbraham, did a lot of work to develop and make the Big E a
household word. (Times file photo)

traveled to Chicago and met
with the executive board of
the National Dairy Show ulti-
mately bringing the Midwest-
ern show to the Exposition
grounds in 1916.

Sadly, after enjoying
many years of Big E mile-
stones, Joshua Brooks was
struck with a cardiac-related
illness in 1941 and resigned
as president. He died in 1949.
His sonJ. Loring Brooks, also
of Wilbraham, later served as
exposition president from
1958 to 1967.

1st Lt. Theodore
A. Hodgdon
In December of 1963 Mr.
and Mrs. Theodore Hodgdon
of Ridge Road received word
that their son Ist Lt. Theadore

A. Hodgdon Jr. has been the
recipient of a citation for his
flying service in Vietnam and
was decorated with the Air
Medal by his wing command-
er.

The previous two years
Hodgdon served as an aircraft
commander piloting a C-123
aircraft during more than 100
missions over enemy territo-
ry.

He is a graduate of Wil-
braham Academy and Upsala
College, N. J. and graduated
in jet aircraft from the U.S.
Air Force Flying Center at
Laredo, Texas.

His citation said he par-
ticipated in sustained aerial
flights as a pilot in the Repub-
lic of Vietnam from March
14, 1962 to May 9, 1963.

During that period he exhibit-
ed courage “under extremely
hazardous conditions includ-
ing continuous harassment by
unfriendly forces.”

Lt. Hodgdon was educated
in Wilbraham public schools
and at the time of his combat
action he had three aunts liv-
ing in town. They were Mrs.
Harold (Clara) Elkas, Mrs.
Marino Scafidi and Mrs. Ray-
mond Trombley.

Revolutionary Moment

We continue to honor our
country’s birthday, 250 years
of freedom, each month.

Luther Ainsworth  of
Wilbraham served in Capt.
John Carpenter’s Guards of
Springfield from Oct. 19,
1779 to April 20, 1780. He
also served in Capt. Levi
Ely’s Company and enlist-
ed in John Brown’s Regt for
three months in 1780. Luther
died in battle along with 45
others near Little Falls (west
of Albany) when Brown’s
Regiment, marching up the
Mohawk River to relieve the
New York Frontier, was am-
bushed by a party of Indians
and Tories who were defeated
later that same day at Fox’s
Mills by Gen. Van Rensselear.

Sources: “History of Wil-
braham Bicentennial Edi-
tion 1763-1963” edited by
Charles Merrick; “The Histo-
ry of Wilbraham, 1731, 1763-
1913 by Chauncey E. Peck;
“Military Rolls of Outward
Commons” by J. Bruce Tin-
gle.

Editor Emeritus Charlie
Bennett is a member of the
Historic Commission and a
trustee of the Wilbraham Ath-
eneum Society. Readers can
contact him with comments or
ideas for the column at cben-
nett4765 @ charter.net.
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WARBIRDS from page 5 She added the museum’s good,” Doyle said. “Everybody
biggest goal is getting informa- that leaves this room today is
to share that history with every- tion out to the public, thanking going to repeat what they heard
body and to be able to engage Edward Jones, the senior center to somebody, so the message,
such a big audience,” Darling and attendees for their support.  the folders I hope she hands out, ﬁs;:;; = Astrma ut Adventures
said. “We love to get out in the “We love to educate, wheth- it’s going to magnify and I think with Fred Haise
community and connect with er that is little children up to they’re going to see an influx of :
people.” adults and beyond, so we love visitors. I’'m going to go!”
Darling’s personal favorite to be able to bring this history to The New England Air Muse-
warbird is the Goodyear ZNPK-  people to connect with it, learn um is currently open Tuesdays
28 Blimp Control Car. from it. It’s really important to  through Sundays from 9 a.m. to
“It is the control car for keep that history alive for the 4 p.m. and neam.org has more
World War Il-era blimp that is  next generation,” Darling said. ~ information on programs and
used to protect shipping con- Doyle thanked the senior events.
voys from German U-boats center for bringing the museum
during the war, so that one’s my  to the community.

favorite because it’s unique. We “The senior center, especial- ;

have the only one in the world ly, should be proud of them- Musgﬂggrzgirrzzviﬁgﬁ:dagg tl::;
restored back to its World War  selves for bringing the people Adult Aerospace Academy. In
IT era and a lot of people don’t here to see this information. this photo, attendees had ihe
know that blimps were such an  The last 20 years, I heard about opportuni’ty to virtually meet
important part of Naval World the museum, but I haven’t seen Fred Haise, an astronaut pilot
War II history,” Darling said. anything. This is good, this is on the’ApoIIo 13 mission.
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MRHS Student Council holds (:rafting|

By Natalie Proulx
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - On Sun-
day from 10 a.m. to Noon on
Dec. 14, Minnechaug Regional
High School’s Student Coun-
cil arranged a Santa Crafting
event for family members of
district employees.

Families were able to see
Santa arrive at Minnechaug in
a firetruck, construct season-
al crafts at stations hosted by
members of the Student Coun-
cil, and be able to enjoy treats
supplied by the Hampden-Wil-
braham Partners for Youth Co-

alition.

When families first arrived,
they were greeted at the doors
of the Minnechaug cafeteria by
Santa’s Student Council elves,
as well as by ambassadors of
the Hampden-Wilbraham Part-
ners for Youth Coalition, who
supplied hot cocoa and cookies
for the event.

One of the ambassadors
mentioned how attending this
holiday function, *“..doing
something good for the com-
munity and giving back,” was
the basis for a feel-good event.

Student Council members
also ushered kids and their
families outside to see the ex-
citing arrival of St. Nick trav-

WE WISH YOU A
HAPPY NEW YEAR

LET’S GO OUT:

oy your favonte Iocal restaurants this holiday season'

Bar & Grille

EST. 2016

Fe . “\)\\

eling to the high school via
firetruck. After his grand en-
trance, Santa is welcomed into
the Minnechaug Christmas
Workshop, with families being
called to see Santa while they
hop from craft to craft.

From popsicle stick snow-
men, to Christmas gnomes, to
metal snowflakes, all different
varieties of crafts were hosted
around 14 tables in the Min-

Please see MRHS, page 13
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event

Photo courtesy of Lucy Haile
Minnechaug’s Student Council
posing with Santa Claus.

Wﬁe&‘/a%cym are celebraling

at home or planning a dinner out
we’ve got you covered for a festive finale!

LIVE MUSIC

Every Thurs., Fri. & Sat.

All roads lead to
ROUTE 20 BAR & GRILLE

% JOIN US NEW YEAR'S EVE!

Serving 4-9:30pm

Regular Menu & Delicious Specials

: Live Music with Ray Crooks 9
Enjoy dinner & music and still get home early! * 9
(Reservations accepted for parties of 6 or more.) . S

OPEN NEW YEAR’S DAY - ¥ (

Serving 11:30am-9pm

LS
1S

Sunday Brunch 10:30-2:30

FEATURING OUR OWN
BUILD YOUR OWN
Bloody Mary & Mimosa Bar
Plus Our Regular Menu Until 8 p.m.

Every Sun. Night

STEAK N’ BREW

(SPECIALS Dine in only,
while they last)

$20

Every
Tues. Night

*18
PRIME RIB
DINNER

Every
Wed. Night

520
WINE DOWN
WEDNESDAY

Every
Thurs. Night
4-7:30pm
HAPPY HOUR

SPECIALLY
PRICED APPS.

PLUS FRIDAY & SATURDAY SPECIALS

2341 Boston Rd.,
(Rt¢. 20) Wilbraham
413.279.2020

KENO

PIZZERIA & LOUNGE

EST. 2011

PIZZERIAYELOUNGE
413-566-8015

9 Allen St.,

Tues.-Wed. 4-9pm, Thurs. 11:30am-9pm
Fri.-Sat. 11:30am-9:30pm
Sunday 10:30am-8pm

with EXTENDED BAR HOURS EVERY NIGHT
CLOSED Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve & Christmas Day

route20barandgrille.com f

Hampden Mini Mall

 di Hampden House |
- n e 413- 566~83

W% JOIN US
¥ NEW YEAR'S EVE

. Offering Our Dinner Menu -~
- Featuring Holiday Specials

A |
g -

We have catering frays available

for your New Year’s Eve entertaining!
See our website for banquet & catering menus.

LIVE MUSIC!!!
EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY
Visit Facebook For Lineup

BOOK YOUR NEXT FUNCTION WITH US!

lacucinagreenhouses@gmail.com

J\:{0):/5F See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu 1o ]!][¢1=0] 4

LATE! lacucinahampden.com  [LiZZ8000E
Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm & Sun. 11:30am-9pm

. Celebrating at home...
We’ve got you covered with our take-out
menu or let us cater for you.

Planning to go out...

Join us in our lounge for delicious
Italian food, seafood or a specialty pizza
and one of our seasonal cocktails!

w0 mzza Open Mon, Closed Tues, Open Wed - Sun www.giospizzeria.com [
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Fourth-quarter comeback helps Falcons score win

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WILBRAHAM—  Four
of the previous five games
played between the Agawam
and Minnechaug Region-
al boys’ varsity basketball
teams were decided by less
than ten points.

The only meeting of the
2025-26 regular season be-
tween the two squads was an-
other close affair.

The Minnechaug Falcons
overcame a four point deficit
at the start of the fourth quar-
ter to defeat the Brownies,
67-56, in their home opener,
last Monday night (Dec.15).

“Since I joined the varsi-
ty team as a freshman, we’ve
played a couple of close
games against Agawam,” said
Minnechaug senior guard
Miles Fergus, who scored 13
of his game-high 23 points
after halftime. “We played
locked down defense in the
fourth quarter, which was the
difference maker in tonight’s
game. We also made our
shots.”

A year ago, the Falcons
pulled out a 60-56 non-
league win over the Brownies
at Cliff Kibbe Gymnasium.
They also faced each other in
a non-playoff game last Feb-
ruary with Agawam celebrat-
ing a 59-52 home win in that
contest.

The home victory im-
proved the Falcons overall re-
cord to 2-1, while the Brown-
ies fell to 1-1.

“We lost a couple of close
games last season,” said Min-
nechaug head coach Mike
Orzech. “I think that experi-
ence has helped us so far this
season.”

One of the Falcons new-
comers this winter is soph-
omore guard Max Fergus,

who’s Miles younger brother.
He contributed 18 points in
the home opener.

“It’s awesome playing
on the same basketball team
with my younger brother for
the first time,” Miles Fergus
said. “He makes my job a lot
easier.”

Max Fergus transferred to
Minnechaug from Pope Fran-
cis before the start of
the school year.
He scored 71
points as a fresh-
man member of
the Cardinals var-
sity hoop team.

“I'm very glad
that I made the
decision to come
to school here,”
Max Fergus said.
“My brother is a
senior and I just
wanted to play
on the same bas-
ketball team with
him.”

The  younger
Fergus, who was
a member of the
Pope Francis var-
sity  basketball
team last year,
chipped in with !
18 points in the J

home opener
against Aga- L-'\"\I*-- A
wam. \ '
Minnechaug
senior  forward
Caden ) Duke / / | Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
scored eight of Max Fergus flies for a shot.
his 11 points .
over the final ™ = Freshman for-
eight min- 3 ' ward Nelson Cohen
utes of the Javmiel Martinez ~ added eight points
Con‘t‘eSt- . sends the jump for the home
Caden \ shot away. team.

does all of the

little things for

s,” Orzech said.

“He contributed offensively
in tonight’s game.”

The Brownies
also have a transfer

player this year.
Sophomore guard Trevor
Moynihan scored 700 career

points for the Hoosac Val-
ley boys basketball team as
an eighth grader and sopho-
more before switching high
schools. He began this season
by scoring 26 points in a 68-
40 win over West Springfield
at the Pioneer Valley tip-off
held at the UMass-Ambherst
Mullins Center two days ear-

Miles Fergus attempts a
three-pointer.

lier.

Sophomore guard Dylan
Jorgensen came off the bench
to score a team-high 17 points
against Minnechaug. Sopho-
more guard Brody Sheehan,
whose father, Tim, is the
Brownies varsity basketball
coach, also reached double
digits with 11 points. He
made a total of three 3-point-
ers in the second quarter.

The Agawam head coach
wasn’t very pleased with his
team’s performance in the
road loss.

“We’re a young team and
we made a couple of costly
mistakes,” said Tim Sheehan
boarding the team bus for the
trip home. “They had a cou-
ple of players step up in the
fourth quarter when the game

was on the line. I have high
expectations for my players,
and we just need to play a lot
better.”

The only two seniors list-
ed on the Brownies varsity
roster are Jaiden Briotta and
Aiden Lavelle. Neither play-
er scored any points against
Minnechaug.

The Falcons, who entered
the fourth quarter trailing, 49-
45, scored six unanswered
points. They grabbed a one
point lead (50-49) following
an inside hoop from Duke
with six minutes remaining in
regulation.

A little more than a min-
ute later, Moynihan made a
pair of free throws which tied
the score for the final time at
51-51.

Minnechaug then scored
six more points. The spurt
began with a Duke put-back
basket before Max Fergus
made a lay-up and two foul
shots.

Jorgensen cut the Brown-
ies deficit in half by sinking
a 3-pointer from the left side
with 3:15 left on the score-
board clock. A minute lat-
er, Jorgensen made two free
throws, which made the score
59-56.

Agawam, who missed
several 3-pointers, couldn’t
get any closer than that, as
Minnechaug scored the final
eight points of the game.

Miles Fergus scored four
points on two lay-ups before
his younger brother made
four free throws sealing the
Falcons first home win of the
regular.

The Falcons raced out to a
13-2 lead in first four minutes
of the opening quarter.

“We got off to a quick
start at the start of the game,

Please see FALGONS,
page 12

-

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Billy Lapalm heads into the offensive zone.

Jake Moore
heads up
the right

side.

Joey Comes pushes a pass away.

Falcons fly over Lions

WEST SPRINGFIELD - Last Tuesday
evening, Minnechaug Regional ice hockey
improved to 2-0 with a 5-2 win over Ludlow
at Olympia Ice Center. Ludlow trounced Aga-
wam in its season opener, scoring eight goals,
but was brought back to Earth by Minnechaug’s
defense. Kelly Balog and Jake Moore had two
goals each for the Falcons while Andrew Lam-
bert and Tannar Severyn had single goals for
the Lions, who are 1-1. Minnechaug defeated
Taconic in its season opener 12-0.

Chaug girls
make it 2-0
with win

NORTHAMPTON - Last
Monday night, Minnechaug
Regional ~ High  School
girls  basketball defeated
Northampton on the road with
a huge offensive performance.

The Falcons were strong in
the middle of the game and
led to a 75-35 victory. Min-
nechaug defeated Westfield in
its season opener on Dec. 12.

Against the Blue Devils,
the Falcons had three dou-
ble-digits scorers, led by Za-
hara Wilson with 28 points.
Cailin O’Brien had 17 points
and Abbi Stachowicz scored
13 points. Elizabeth Woyto-
wicz chipped in nine points.

The Falcons will face South
Hadley at home on Tuesday,
Dec. 30 at 6:30 p.m.

P2

Kelly Balog looks at an open teammate.

Dom Fiorentino looks ready to shoot.

Brady Faneuff goes after the loose puck.
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Rogers
recognized
by MIAA

FRANKLIN - The
MIAA recognized 21
game officials from across
the state as the 2024-2025
Game Officials of the Year
during a celebratory ban-
quet held Monday, Dec,
15 at the Doubletree Mil-
ford.

The MIAA annually
recognizes the best game
officials from the over
5,000 officials in Massa-
chusetts as nominated by
their peers. The following
individuals were nominat-
ed and ultimately selected
as the best in their craft:

Among those recog-
nized was longtime um-
pire Andrew Rogers from
South Hadley. Rogers is
also the umpire assignor
for Western Mass. high
school baseball and mul-
tiple adult leagues as well
as American Legion sum-
mer baseball.

Offense gets going early in
Worcester Railers win

WORCESTER - Al-
though they are very much
alive in the ECHL’s North
Division playoff race, they
were — for one night anyway
— the late Worcester Railers.

They beat the Norfolk
Admirals 6-2 last Wednesday
and scored a goal in the clos-
ing seconds of all three peri-
ods. Worcester got one with
two seconds left in the first,
10 seconds go to in the sec-
ond and 2.1 ticks remaining
in the game.

Worcester’s goals were
all scored by different play-
ers. Ten different players
had points. Parker Gahegan
continued his wonderful play
in net by stopping 31 shots.
That included 16 of 17 in the
second period when Norfolk
desperately tried to get back
into a game it trailed, 4-0, af-
ter 20 minutes.

That’s right. The Railers
had a 4-0 lead going into
the second period. That had
happened only once before
in team history, on Jan. 26,
2019 here, in what became a
5-1 victory over Adirondack.

Prior to this game
Worcester had spent most of
its first periods in survival
mode, especially at the DCU

Center.

“I think we really tried
to channel our road type of
mentality,” coach Nick Tuz-
zolino said. “When you get
into this amount of games
you start pre-scouting your-
self and I was pre-scouting
us I’d probably say ‘pounce
on ‘em in the first period.

“That seems to be their
weakness.”

Riley Ginnell, Drew Cal-
lin, Anthony Repaci and Mi-
chael Suda scored the first
period goals. Matt DeMelis
got one in the second period,
Gleb Veremyeyv in the third.

Drew Callin was 1-2-3.
Suda was and Repaci were
both 1-1-2 and Anthony Cal-
lin had two assists.

Jack O’Leary scored both
Norfolk goals. The Railers
did something unusual to
achieve the triumph. They
beat Norfolk goaltender Isaac
Poulter, a very good one just
down from the American
Hockey League. Prior to Fri-
day night Poulter had put to-
gether a streak during which
he allowed the Railers to
score just two goals in three
full games.

The first period goals
were scored by, in order, Gin-

nell, Drew Callin, Repaci and
Suda.

Ginnell converted a 2
on 1 break with a short side
wrist shot from the left circle
at 5:39. Drew Callin deflect-
ed home a shot by his brother
at 10:11, Repaci took advan-
tage of a Norfolk turnover
and sizzled a wrist shot past
Poulter at 12:26, then Suda
blasted a low shot home from
55 feet away with just two
seconds left in the period.

Norfolk got one back
at 8:10 of the second peri-
od as the teams traded 2 on
1 breaks. Worcester’s came
first and when Ross Mitton
came down the right side
missed to the far post on a
wrist shot, that set up the
Admirals’ 2 on 1. O’Leary
scored at 8:10.

The Admirals were all
over the Railers for most
of the period. Just when it
looked like Worcester would
escape with the 4-1 lead,
DeMelis extended his goals
streak to four by putting a
20-footer past Poulter at
19:50 and the Railers were
up by four again.

Both teams had someone
in the penalty box so it was a
4 on 4 goal.

T-birds inch closer to .500 with win at Lehigh

ALLENTOWN, PA — The
Springfield Thunderbirds (8-
11-3-2) rode yet another phe-
nomenal night of goaltending
and special teams to a 3-1
win over the Lehigh Valley
Phantoms (13-10-1-2) last
Wednesday night inside PPL
Center.

In a first period devoid
of scoring on 13 combined
shots, Vadim Zherenko car-
ried over momentum from his
phenomenal outing 10 nights
earlier in Providence with
eight first-period denials, in-
cluding two on a Phantoms
power play.

Newest T-Bird Troy Mur-
ray quickly warmed himself
up to his teammates and fans,
as the 28-year-old dropped the
gloves with Sawyer Boulton
on the first shift of his AHL

career following more than
200 professional games
across three leagues
before his T-Birds
debut on
Wednesday.
Springfield’s
penalty kill,
which has operat-
ed better than any
other road PK in the AHL,
continued its remarkable run
with a second-period clinic.
The T-Birds killed off three
disadvantages, and on the
third of those, Chris Wagner
added his second shorthand-
ed goal of the season, as he
circled Aleksei Kolosov’s
net and stuffed a wraparound
home at 15:57 of the middle
period, making it a 1-0 game
heading into the final frame.
Zherenko kept up his end

of the bargain with nine more
stops in the second to
make it a two-period
total of 17 denials

g against the
f” Phantom  at-
W tack.

S The Phantoms
did not stay quiet
forever, though, as
Alex Bump ripped a perfect-
ly placed shot over Zheren-
ko’s glove hand at 3:19 of the
third, tying the score, 1-1.
However, the Thunder-
birds once again proved they
were not ruffled, and just 1:58
later, moments after Garrett
Wilson committed a delay
of game minor for clearing
the puck over the glass, Alek
Kaskimaki shuffled a rebound
past Kolosov following an
initial try by Calle Rosen.

The second-year Finn’s fifth
goal of the season restored the
Springfield lead, 2-1.

The penalty killers stiff-
ened one more time, com-
pleting a perfect 5-for-5 night
with a man down, and with
the Phantoms’ net empty in
the final minute, Michael
Buchinger lobbed a clear all
the way down and into the
yawning cage to put the nail
in the coffin.

Zherenko completed an-
other magnificent perfor-
mance with 23 stops to secure
the victory. Springfield has
now earned points in nine
of the last 10 games, and the
club has begun this five-game
road trip with three consecu-
tive triumphs.

Ski or Shop event set for February, sign up now

WILBRAHAM - Sign up
for a Ski or Shop event on Fri-
day, Feb. 13. Depart Memori-
al School at 9 a.m., 310 Main
Street, Wilbraham. Arrive by
8:45 a.m. for a 9 a.m. depar-
ture. We will return to Memo-
rial School by 4 p.m.

All prices are per person
(gratuities included). Make

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK CROWN ROAST......> 288

checks payable to: The Wil-
braham Senior Center.

Option 1: Ski Butter-
nut 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
($140)

We’ll drop all skiers at the
main entrance where you can
pick up your equipment and
lift pass. Then enjoy three

2] »
| A WIL AR

uninterrupted hours on the
mountain with an optional
lunch on your own. Guests
should meet back at the main
entrance by 2:15 p.m. for a
2:30 p.m. departure.

Option 2: Shop ‘til You
Drop 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. ($35)
After we leave our ski

i ) «

S

» ) \J 1

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

PORK LOIN ROAST

RIB END or LOIN END......ue

CuT

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

GENTER CUT PORK LOIN
CHOPS or ROAST .....c.uuuun

S217

USDA INSP. BONELESS

KAYEM BUDABALL

SMOKED PIT HAM s

" i3

BUDABALL OLD TYME
HARDWOOD SMOKED

USDA INSP. FROZEN

USDA INSP. SKINLESS & SHANKLESS

WHOLE HAM oo > 2,26

STICKY BUNS ..o

5229

USDA INSP.

BACON & EGGS

ALS0 A COMPLETE
LINE OF GOURMET
CAKES & DESSERTS

SALE DATES: 12/25/25-12/31/25  CLOSED 1/1/26

2 LBS PAK BACON, 1 DOZEN EGGS

5790

[}

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF T'BONE or
PORTERHOUSE STEAK

g%

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST

$777
I

USDA INSP,
GROUND FRESH DAILY

80% LEAN
GROUND BEEF

3%

USDA INSP. BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 07 5AGseees

friends, we’ll head to Great
Barrington cultural district
for those who prefer to shop
+ dine at their leisure. Guests
should return to the bus by 2
p-m. for a 2:15 p.m. depar-
ture.

Limited space available.
Call 413-596-8379 to reserve
your spot.

A

A )

USDA INSP. FROZEN

S 97\ “13% PARTY CUT
CHICKEN WINGS 515 86 o

516

S7°%

USDA INSP. FRESH

KAYEM CAB BEEF
ST Z—

533

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CHEFS TOGATHER

PIGS IN A BLANKET & paK susssss

539

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BACON WRAPPED
1] Ty —

579

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 5 LB BOX

71B
BAG

HOURS: ,Mon. - Wed. 8-4

Thurs. 8-6 © Fri. 8-6 » Sat. 8-3

BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS * SELECTION * SERVICE

JUMBO RAW SHRIMP
&10 CT FOR STUFFING.... >3 7 °%

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

413-737-1288

www.90meat.com

FALCONS from page 11

but I knew they were going
to make a run,” Orzech said.
“We were able to put-to-
gether run in the fourth
quarter, which sealed our
win.”

The Brownies battled
back with a 10-0 run. Their
comeback began with an
inside hoop from freshman
forward Michael Dilizia,
which was his only points
of the game. Jorgensen then
made a pair of 3-pointers M
and added a lay-up slicing
the Brownies deficit to 13-
12 at the start of the second
stanza. '

With the help of Shee-
han’s three 3-pointers, the
Brownies held a slim 31-29
halftime lead.

The Falcons took a 43-
39 lead with 3:40 remaining
in the third quarter follow-
ing a Miles Fergus lay-up.

Miles and Max Fergus
combined to score 14 points
during the final quarter,
which helped the Falcons
celebrate a double digit win. Landyn Eldridge shoots on the run.

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently

ran in one of our publications.

Go to newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request
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Differently decorated Christmas trees start off the season...

Tree Festival dudes. ..

Wilbraham Atheneum Trustees Chuck
Clark (left) and Bradley Gregory (right)
help folks enjoy the Old Meetinghouse

Museum Christmas Tree Festival Dec. 7.
The tree at their left was decorated by
Five Star Landscapers.

(Charles F. Bennett photo)

own folks, young and old,

I flocked to the Old Meeting-

house Museum’s Christmas

Tree Festival to see eight trees

decorated in all sorts of holiday

scenes on Dec. 7 in the museum,

owned by the town and overseen
by the Atheneum Society.

After the festival, parents
and children walked down Main
Street to Gazebo Park to see San-
ta, arrive by fire truck, to flip on
the Town Christmas Tree lights
for the first time this season at
the Tree Lighting presented by

i

" Museum-
quality
Holiday
tableaux. . .

A Christmas Tree
decorated by
Wilbraham Flowers
sits by the fireside at

the Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary
Club.

The Tree Festival presented
a variety of Christmas trees, all
decorated with a specific holi-
day theme. They were Five Star
Gardens, Friends of the Wilbra-
ham Library, Karen Geaghan
Photography, The Wilbraham Art
League, The Wilbraham Chil-
dren’s Museum, Wilbraham Flow-
ers, The Wilbraham Garden Club,
and the Wilbraham Girl Scouts.

Over 150 visitors were wel-
comed by an ice carver, hot cider,

the Old Meetinghouse
Museum Christmas
Tree Festival Dec. 7.
(Charles F. Bennett
photo)

An icy day at the
Tree Fest. ..

Ice carver Joey Almeida uses his chainsaw
to carve out a holiday angel at the Old
Meetinghouse Museum Christmas Tree
Festival Dec. 7. (Charles F. Bennett photo)

Mrs. Claus greets

a wreath raffle and a special dis-
play on the museum’s porch with
the theme “The Twelve Days of
Christmas”. Kids visiting the mu-
seum that day got too take home
an ornament of their own provid-
ed by the Wilbraham Art League.

Bennett photo)

Tree Festival visitors. ..

Mrs. Claus (Atheneum Trustee and Festival Chair
Marianne Wagner) greets visitors in the Children’s
Room of the 0ld Meetinghouse Museum during their
Christmas Tree Festival Dec. 7. The tree was decorated
by the Wilbraham Children’s Museum (Charles F.

No one is too old to see Santa, as the teen volunteers stopped
in to take a group photo with Santa and Mrs. Claus, too.

SANTA from page 1

got the cookies from Arma-
ta’s Market, providing the full
Santa experience of milk and
cookies for attendees.

The cookie spread includ-
ed chocolate chip, M & M
cookies, sugar cookies, oat-
meal cookies and more.

“Seeing all the kids in
town use the library on a dai-
ly, weekly basis, it’s really
nice to meet people,” Hall
said. “I’ve lived in town for
over 30 years and I've al-
ways been associated with
the library because it’s one of
my favorite places to retreat,
get a good book, meet other
friends.”

Hall said the Friends is al-
ways happy to support all the
library events.

“It gives me a sense of
community,” Hall said. “I'm
an active member of the Book
Club in town and that’s al-
ways a lot of fun to attend the
meetings about the books that
we read. We have the Social
Justice Book Club. It’s always
fun to understand everyone’s
different perspectives and
perceptions of society and the

culture that we live in.”

Hall’s Christmas wish is
for peace, that everyone in her
family is happy and healthy
and she gets to see everyone.

Jillian Rubner and Isabel-
la Lafield were among the
teen volunteers helping chil-
dren create their own reindeer
food, which involves glitter
and oats that are put out on
Christmas Eve for the rein-
deer to come right to people’s
houses.

The girls shared what they
love about the event.

“It’s just so nice to see
the kids looking forward to
Christmas because I used to
be one of those kids, so it was
nice to be behind the table
helping them,” Lafield said.

“I really like seeing the
kids have fun, especially be-
ing enthusiastic when we ask
them to help us,” Rubner said.

Lafield and Rubner look
forward to giving gifts to their
respective families this year,
with Lafield wanting clothes
for Christmas and Rubner
looking ahead to family time.

The girls also enjoy the
opportunity to volunteer, en-
couraging other teens to get

¥ 3 & = r- -
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Members of the Friends of the Library provided the Santa
experience of milk and cookies to attendees. The refreshments

were donated by the Friends.

TIRRART_ I

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Jackson was eager to meet Santa and tell him what he wants
for Christmas.

Jillian Rubner and Isabella Lafield were among
the volunteers helping children make reindeer
food ahead of Christmas Eve.

involved in future community
events.

“It means a lot because I
live in the town of Hampden,
so it’s nice that I get to help
out at public events and stuff.
I just feel really nice helping
kids do stuff for Christmas,”
Lafield said. “We’re really
excited about it.”

“I really enjoy being able
to take part in something
for other people because I
remember when we were
younger, we would always
come to the events and have

the other teen girls helping
us make things, so I’'m really
glad we can do that for other
people,” Rubner said.

As for Santa and Mrs.
Claus, they were happy to
be back at the library and see
all the little kids share their
wishes.

“Santa looks forward to
even next year meeting all
the boys and girls again. It’s
so much fun and it’s so much
pleasure to see all these boys
and girls. We really enjoy
coming from the North Pole

to visit with everybody and
Santa would like to wish ev-
erybody a very, very, Merry
Christmas and a Happy and
Healthy New Year,” he said.

Santa said the boys asked
for electronic videos or
trucks, while Mrs. Claus add-
ed the girls asked for a doll-
house, makeup kit and nail
polish.

Barbies and  Barbie
clothes were also another
popular wish.

Their message was this.

“I’'d like to wish them

A very special Christmas photo with Katlyn Knight and her children, Clara—
celebrating her first Christmas—Emmett and Russell.

all the very best and I'd like
them to have a very Mer-
ry Christmas, a Happy and
Healthy New Year and hope
to see them next year when
we come back from the North
Pole,” Santa said.

“And peace to all. We want
peace in this world with our
children and adults. There’s
not enough of that going on
today, so we need peace and
good health to everybody,”
Mrs. Claus said.

MRHS from page 10

nechaug cafeteria. Student
Council members supervised
and directed the little ones in
making their crafts.

Nina Semanie, a senior at
Minnechaug and vice presi-
dent of the council, was excit-
ed about the event.

“Seeing them interact,”
Semanie said. “is so great
because you can tell that
they care and they want to be
here... they go out of their
way to talk to the kids.”

Planning for the safety of
little ones, Abigail O’ Sullivan,
one of the main coordinators
of Sunday’s event, explained
how the council took precau-
tions for the safety of the kids
and putting age groupings on
the crafts. She also mentioned
how they, “have hot glue guns
tucked away by the walls and
students are manning them
rather than the children...so

e

Turley photo by Natalie Proulx

Santa arriving at Minnechaug with the Wilbraham Fire Department.

that nobody gets burned.” The
tables were also formatted for
convenience and safety, open-
ing the area to make sure no
one tripped, being able to hop
from table to table, and using
longer tables as areas for hot
glue guns or barriers from
outside the crafting area.

O’Sullivan explained
how it took about six weeks
to search for crafts to make,
organize, and purchase all the
materials.

“We spend a lot of money
on purchasing crafts,” O’Sul-
livan said, “this is probably
the one event that our Student

Council budget spends the
most on in terms of just giv-
ing back to our staff. Instead
of the generic teacher appre-
ciation gift card, members of
the district were gifted with
an experience with their fam-
ilies.”

O’Sullivan was happy to

see attendees enjoy them-
selves.

“We’ll spend money on
teacher appreciation gifts or
things like that,” she stated,
“but it never quite equates to
this.”

O’Sullivan discussed that
the motivation behind this
event was to just give back
to district employees. About
two years ago, it used to be an
event only for the Minnechug
teachers but “we wanted to
open it up to the whole dis-
trict.”

“And it’s also a really nice
way for the district employees
to see their former students all
grown up and giving back and
doing good,” O’Sullivan said.

She mentioned that you
leave the building, whether
you’re a student or a faculty
member, feeling good. With
lots of positive feedback from
families last year, the stu-
dents’ collaboration created

memories for many families
within the district.

Semanie described her fa-
vorite part about the event.

“It’s so sentimental to see
the parents’ reactions to the
kid’s first time seeing San-
ta,” Semanie said. ““You know
that this is a core memory that
they’re going to have now, to
look back on when their kid
grows up.”

Being a senior, Semanie
reminisced on her last year
being a kid and her many
“firsts of many lasts.”

Her message to the world
this holiday season is to, “sa-
vor the moment because it’s
very bittersweet, to experi-
ence all this stuff, knowing
that this is going to be really
one of my last Christmases at
home.”

“It’s those sweet moments
that I hold close to my heart,”
Semanie said.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

DRY FIREWOOD
Oak/maple, cut/split/delivered,
$300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more.
Edwin Wroblewski Logging,
413-824-0731.

Buying standing timber,
paying good money.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00

Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood
for outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2%xx*xx*%A & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years experi-
ence. No job too small.

Cell (413)330-3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work,
no project too small. Service upgrades,
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.
Call John at (413) 206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

TUNE-UPS

A&M TUNE-UPS

Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967
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ARLY
DLINE
In observance of NNEW YEAR’'S for

Dec. 29-Jan. 2 newspapers there will be an
EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!

Place your advertisement no later than

Friday, Dec. 26 at 3 p.m.

A TURLEY PUBLICATION
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 e 413-283-8393 e www.turley.com

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

INSTRUCTION

NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. Inte-
rior painting/staining, wallpaper removal,
wall/ceiling resurfacing, cabinet painting.
Quality workmanship, fully insured. Free
estimates. Call 413-896-8264.

Buying? Selling?
)

Our
Classifieds =
GetResults! '§ [

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

SNOWPLOWING

RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Service.
Wilbraham residential only ~Call or Text
now. Limited space available. 413-519-
5439

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

vl |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!

HOME IMPROVEMENT

\

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing * Drywall ¢
Painting * & more!

(413) 687-5552/

or call: 413-283-8393

A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 g | 22 | B | 2 "
& | 26 | 27 | 28 R
29 Basl;;";.igg 30 Bast;;‘r?l:;g 31 Basl;;rfgg 32 Bas(;gzrfag
33 Barglres | 34 sasgfics| 35 B s | 36 B s
37 Basgsase | 38 Setmoa| 39 I B
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks:

X per week rate = §

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard aVISA 0 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvv
Amount of charge: Date:

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON
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BELCHERTONN BROOKFIELD. | BROOKFIELD

Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

b
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Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

y

WALES (_ HoLLAND

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

Call us at 413.283.8393

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now
$1,200. 413-218-2321

__AUT0
CASH FOR
JUN
AND REPAIRABLE

CARS

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

LUDLOW PUBLIC SCHOOL
DISTRICT PARA-EDUCATOR.

Submit resume and letter of intent to:
www.schoolspring.com

REAL ESTATE

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling
brook, |-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths,
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

|_FORRENT |
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Subscribe Today!
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Town of Wilbraham
Conservation Commission
LEGAL NOTICE

The Wilbraham Conservation
Commission will hold a public
meeting on Monday, January 5,
2026 at 7:15 PM on the Request
for Determination of Applica-
bility filed by Mark Fulton under
the Massachusetts Wetlands Pro-
tection Act and the Wilbraham
Wetlands Bylaw. The request is
to determine whether the area
and/or activities depicted on
plans submitted is subject to the
Wilbraham Wetland Bylaw and
the Wetlands Protection Act. The
project includes the installation
of anew 24’ x 36’ shed within the
100’ Buffer Zone of Bordering
Vegetated Wetland. The proper-
ty is located at 28 Longview Dr,
Wilbraham. Information relating
to this application is on file with
the Conservation Commission.

Christopher Brown, Chairman
12/25/2025

Town of Wilbraham
Conservation Commission
LEGAL NOTICE

The Wilbraham Conservation
Commission will hold a public
hearing Monday, January 5,
2026 at 7:05 PM in Conference
Room 1 at the Wilbraham Town
Hall, 240 Springfield Street, on
the Notice of Intent filed by
Dan Gerasimchuk on behalf of
owners Michael and Laura Bar-
come under the Massachusetts
Wetlands Protection Act and
the Wilbraham Wetlands Bylaw.
The proposed project includes
the construction of an Accesso-
ry Single Family Dwelling Unit
withhin the 100’ buffer zone
to an intermittent stream. The
property is located at 579 Main
Street. Information relating to
this application is on file with the
Conservation Commission.

Christopher Brown, Chairman
12/25/2025

Town of Wilbraham
Conservation Commission
LEGAL NOTICE

The Wilbraham Conservation
Commission will hold a public
hearing on Monday, January
5, 2026 at 7:30 PM on the No-
tice of Intent filed by Cassan-
dra Swaby-Passmore, Unlimited
Property Services, LLC under
the Massachusetts Wetlands Pro-
tection Act and the Wilbraham
Wetlands Bylaw to determine
whether the work depicted on
plans submitted is subject to the
Wetlands Protection Act and the
Wilbraham Wetland Bylaw. The
proposed work is located at 792
Tinkham Road and includes the
construction of a new single fam-
ily home, new driveway, septic
system, utilities and associated
grading some of which is within
100’ of a Bordering Vegetated

Wetland. The project also in-
cludes restoration of previously
unpermitted BVW and buffer
zone alteration. Information re-
lating to this application is on file
with the Conservation Commis-
sion.

Christopher Brown, Chairman
12/25/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR ALLOWANCE OF
ACCOUNT
Docket No.
HD25P2512PO
Phillip Stoddard
Revocable Trust
In the matter of:
PETITION FOR
ALLOWANCE OF
ACCOUNT

To all interested persons:

A Petition has been filed by:
Ashley Stoddard of Portland,
OR requesting allowance of
the first and final Trustee’s
account(s) and any other relief
as requested in the Petition.

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from
the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection at
this Court before 10:00 a.m. on
01/14/2026.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance
and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to
file a timely written appearance
and objection followed by an
Affidavit of Objections within
thirty (30) days of the return
date, action may be taken with-
out further notice to you.

Witness, Hon. Barbara M.
Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: December 09, 2025
Rosemary A. Saccamoni
Register of Probate
12/25/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
Sale of Motor Vehicle

Under G.L. c. 255 Sec. 39A

Bach Towing Inc., 165 Benton
Drive, East Longmeadow, MA is
holding a private sale of the fol-
lowing vehicle on 01/09/2026 at
2:00 p.m. to satisfy our garage
keepers lien thereon for stor-age
and towing charges and expenses
of Notices of Sale.

Noemi Dalgado

7 Wallace St.

Enfield, CT 06082

2011 Jeep Patriot

VIN: 1JANF1GB5BD282711

12/18, 12/25/2025, 01/01/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25C0334CA
In the matter of:
Martha Anna Ponchita
Dunnigan
CITATION ON PETITION
TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change
Name of Adult has been filed
by Martha Anna Ponchita
Dunnigan of Wilbraham, MA
requesting that the court enter a
Decree changing their name to:

Anna Martha Ponchita

Dunnigan

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for
purposes of objecting to the
petition by filing an appearance
at: Hampden Probate and
Family Court before 10:00
a.m. on the return day of
01/14/2026.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance
if you object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: December 17, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate
12/25/2025

SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLE
This ad is pursuant to MA
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A as
of January 9, 2026 the following
motor vehicle will be for sale to
satisfy a garage keepers lien:

Vehicle: 2017 Hyundai Elantra
VIN#: KMHD74LF2HU433078
COLOR: Gray
LKO: Joanne Hish
167 Kirkland Ave.
Ludlow, MA 01056
Lein: Santander Consumer USA
Fort Worth, TX 76161
R & S Assoc. Inc
PO Box 543
‘Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-4374
12/25/2025, 01/01, 01/08/2026

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a
certain mortgage given by Felix
L. Santana, Jr. to Thames Real-
ty, LLC, dated August 9, 2024
and recorded in the Hampden
County Registry of Deeds in
Book 25526, Page 548 of which
mortgage the undersigned is the
present holder, for breach of the
conditions of said mortgage and
for the purpose of foreclosing
the same will be sold at Pub-

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

 Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

e
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ﬁ‘ New Year’s will bring early deadlines for all ads & legal notices to run in
' TURLEY PUBLICATIONS the week of Dec. 29, 2025 - Jan. 2, 2026:

.

A

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

lic Auction at 11:00 A.M. on
Thursday, January 22, 2026 at
3281 Boston, Road, Wilbraham,
Massachusetts, all and singular
the premises described in said
mortgage,

To wit:

The land with the buildings
and improvements thereon lo-
cated at 3281 Boston Road,
Wilbraham, Hampden County,
Massachusetts being shown as
a parcel of land identified as the
Land belonging to Felix L. San-
tana on a Plan entitled “Plan of
Land In Wilbraham, Massachu-
setts Surveyed and Mapped For
Felix Santanta”, said plan being
dated July 19, 2024 and recorded
with the Hampden County Reg-
istry of Deeds in Plan Book 400,
Page 111.

The above parcel contains ap-
proximately 8,349.20 square feet
or 0.19 acres according to said
Plan.

Being the same premises con-
veyed by Manomednet LLC to
Felix L. Santana, Jr. by Deed dat-
ed September 26, 2022 and re-
corded with the Hampden Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds in Book
24797, Page 10.

Subject to a Driveway Ease-
ment between Give Them Sanc-
tuary Inc. and Felix L. Santana,
Jr. dated August 3, 2024 and
recorded in the Hampden Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds in Book
25526, Page 545.

Premises to be sold and con-
veyed subject to and with the
benefit of all rights, rights of
way, restrictions, easements,
covenants, liens or claims in
the nature of liens, including
condominium fees and assess-
ments, improvements, public
assessments, any and all unpaid
taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water
and sewer liens and any other
municipal assessments or liens
or existing encumbrances of re-
cord which are in force and are
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applicable, having priority over
said mortgage, whether or not
reference to such restrictions,
easements, improvements, liens
or encumbrances is made in the
deed.

Terms of sale: A deposit of
$10,000.00 by cash, certified or
bank check will be required to
be paid by the purchaser at the
time and place of sale. This sale
is subject to a 5% buyer’s premi-
um. The balance is to be paid
by certified or bank check at the
Mortgagee’s law offices within
thirty (30) days from the date
of sale. Deed will be provided
to purchaser for recording upon
receipt in full of the purchase
price. In the event of an error in
this publication, the description
of the premises contained in said
mortgage shall control.

Other terms will be an-
nounced at the sale.

Thames Realty, LLC,
Present holder of said mortgage,
By its Attorney,
Joseph J. Lange, Esq.
Lyon & Fitzpatrick, LLP
14 Bobala Road, Suite 4
Holyoke, MA 01040
(413) 420-4086
12/18, 12/25/2025, 01/01/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P2512PO
Phillip Stoddard
Revocable Trust
In the matter of:
Petition to Terminate Trust
TRUST CITATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition has been filed by:

Ashley Stoddard of Portland,
OR requesting the trust be termi-
nated all as more fully set forth in
said petition .

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this pro-
ceeding. To do so, you or your at-
torney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court
before 10:00 a.m. on 01/14/2026.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance
and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file
a timely written appearance and
objection followed by an Affi-
davit of Objections within thirty
(30) days of the return date, ac-
tion may be taken without further
notice to you.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: Decelmber 09. 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
12/25/2025

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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1. Light cavalry

5. Coconut palms

10. Rounded knob

14, Central Japan city

15. Sandwiches

16. Shape produced by a
curve

17. Ancient region in
modern-day Syria

18. French modernist
painter

39. Monetary units

40. Partner to cheese

41, About Sun

42, Group of like-minded
people

43. After B

44, Seaside room

45. Recipe measurement

46. Partly digested food

47, Flat-faced dog

48. People of southern

52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59
60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

CLUES ACROSS 38. Evil spirit CLUES DOWN 34. Chemical ring

1. Two-toed sloth

3. Romanian city
4. Specifies

6. Spoke
books

9. Very fast airplane
0. Forearm bones

2. Fat from a pig’s abdomen

5. Rounded, glaciated valley
7. Collection of sacred

8. Extravagantly theatrical

36. The bill in a restaurant

37. Car mechanics group

38. One-time presidential
candidate Dole

40. Health care for the aged

41. Wise persons

43. Passage with access at
one end

44, Make a wound

46. America’s spies

47. Roof of the mouth

b,
- Friday, December 26 at 2 PM for January 1 issue

- . ) 19. Grandmother
% e Country Journal ® The Register ® Wilbraham-Hampden Times

20. Mammary gland of

49, Plants of the lily family

50. Pinkish-red color

1

Africa 11. Ancient kingdom

49, Salts 12. Legitimate: __fide
1
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3 ?‘ﬁ = 27. More (Spanish) 61. Metric weight unit 25. Gool! 54. Rare goose native to
Tuesday, December 30 at 2 PM for January 2 issue 30. Father 63. Italian seaport 26. Touch lightly Hawaii
" ® Quaboag Current ® Town Reminder l’ l’ 31. Chinese principle 64. Longtime late night host  27. Extract money via 57. Popular Hollywood pig
' e The Holyoke Sun e Chicopee Register ~ underlying the universe ~ 65. Extremely angry taxation 58. Musician Clapton
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AT MERRICK FARM

651 Main Street
Wilbraham, Mass.

We Have Your Everyday Staples
Farm Fresh & Local

SOURDOUGH
BEEAD

—l

FALL & WINTER PRODUCE ¢ MEAT ¢ EGGS
MILK « HOMEMADE BREADS & MORE!

We are proud to support local businesses!
Sourdough Breads

The Salty Baker
Austin Brothers VaIIey Honey Bear Tea © Ferrindino Maple
Farm , .
. Sweet Babu's - Vermont Mulch
SR S e e Merrick Farm - _ : Company
c,m.;n m;m;.‘ Sreonic foncani B - Nourish Valley Tallow -
| e U gl U G Barstows Dairy - - Wagner Wood
. TerraFlowerFarm T
Sugar Chalet : X Nightingail
. Four Rex Farms .
Fancy Bagels X - Hand Made Soap
- FernValley Farms -
Wilbraham Candles - _ _ - Sturbridge Coffee
Appalachian Naturals o . David Boucier Books Roasters
Cranberry Sauces Mama Life Oils : , X
& Wellness - Marty’s Local : and more!

BEEF BOMELESS

. I: ré:t‘mﬂ: m
 [VALLEY-FARW

Austln Brothers Valley Farm
Locally Raised Beef

SALE

Beef Patties
$6.50 per 1b. FOLLOW US

ON FACEBOOK!

~ GOURMET -
.~ QIFT
BASKETS!

651 MAIN STREET ¢ WILBRAHAM ¢ 413-484-7447

Visit us online: fernvalleyfarmsllc.com



