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Federated Community 
Church holds 
community-oriented 
event

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

HAMPDEN – Multiple lev-
els of the Federated Community 
Church were abuzz with activity 
on Dec. 9 for the Winterfest Holi-
day Craft Fair. 

Proceeded by a Breakfast with 
Santa from 8 – 10 a.m., the craft 
fair lasted until 2 p.m. and oc-
curred both upstairs and down-
stairs on the second Saturday of 
December. 

In addition to a raffle and lunch 
available for purchase, several 
dozen crafters filled the church, 
presenting a variety of goods. 

“Once I get inspired with ideas, 
I get really motivated,” crafter 
Carol Adamski-Maggi said. “I’ve 
found that every person I’ve spo-
ken with has been very friendly, 
upbeat and happy to be here… 
(Shopping local) is the way to go 
because you can find very origi-
nal items that are unique that you 
can’t find in a big retail store.”

Adamski-Maggi arrived to 
sell homemade refrigerator mag-
nets, gift jars and boxes, Christ-
mas cards and a range of original 
paintings. She said there was a lot 
of anticipation as she prepared 
and felt right at home when the 
craft fair began.

Mariellen Guidetti made her 
way to Hampden to sell handmade 
Christmas trees, both large and 
small, stained in polyurethane and 
decorated. She also encouraged 

Memorial markers to 
be replaced

By Charles F. Bennett
Times Editor Emeritus

The Town of Wil-
braham is old enough 
now, incorporated in 
1763, to see its older 
historical markers de-
teriorate with age. Un-
like some adages that 
say things get better 
with age, Wilbraham’s 
oldest memorial stone 
landmarks, including 
gravestones in Adams 
Cemetery, are suffering from 
years of New England weather 
and acid rain.

Several of those stone me-
morials relate to sites that have 
a personal meaning for me and 

my family and you shall see 
why.

The Wilbraham Historical 
Commission has arranged for 
the replacement of the memori-
al marker at the top of Tinkham 

Road honoring the 
site of the First Meet-
ing House. With gen-
erous funding from 
the Community Pres-
ervation Committee 
(CPC) using a CPA 
allocation, and ap-
proval at the 2021 
Annual Town Meet-
ing, two years ago the 
Commission started 
the ball rolling with 

a project to make sure the first 
meeting house site would not be 
forgotten.

1748
I furnished the following 

information to the CPC Com-
mittee to explain the history be-
hind the Historic Commission’s 
request: (Full disclosure, I am 

vice-chair of the commission.) 
The first meeting house was 

Govt. Study 
Committee 
holds public 
forum in 
Hampden

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

HAMPDEN – The Govern-
ment Study Committee held a 
public forum in the Town Hall 
on the evening of Dec. 12. 

The 90-minute session tack-
led a variety of questions, includ-
ing if the Board of Selectmen 
should expand to five members, 
if electronic, handheld voting is 
preferable for annual and special 
town meetings, if town govern-
ment positions should be elect-
ed or appointed, if government 
positions should be combined 
or consolidated and if the role 
of town administrator should be 
better defined. 

“Tonight, we’re hoping to lis-
ten to what you all have to say. 
We want to hear your thoughts 
on how town government is run, 
how it’s working, what you think 
is working and what you think 
is not working,” Chair Donna 
Hatch said. 

The committee also consists 
of Michal Boudreau, Eric Brew-
er, Keith Pixley, Luis Severino, 
Cliff Bombard (Ex Officio) and 
John Matthews (Ex Officio), and 
the group has no authority other 
than to make recommendations 
at coming town meetings. 

The committee first con-
vened on March 6 and meets in 
the Town Hall’s Melville Room 
at 6:30 p.m. on the second and 
fourth Tuesday of the month. 
Residents can email ideas to 
HampdenGSC@gmail.com.

In preparation for the forum, 
the committee met with each of 
the Selectmen, Town Adminis-
trator Bob Markel, Town Clerk/
Tax Collector Eva Wiseman, 
Board of Health Coordinator 
Jane Budynkiewicz and Town 
Treasurer Dick Patullo. 

Shopping local at Holiday Craft Fair

HISTORICAL WILBRAHAM

Markers point out historic sites

Kelly Lamontagne sold children’s 
books made by PaperPie at the 
Winterfest Craft Fair on Dec. 9. 

Turley photos by Dalton Zbierski

Turley photo by Charles F. Bennett
This deteriorated stone memorial at the top of Tinkham Road 
marks the site of the first meeting house built in 1748. It will be 
replaced by the Wilbraham Historic Commission in 2024. 

Turley photos by Dalton Zbierski
Government Study Committee 
member Eric Brewer pictured 
next to the talking points for the 
Dec. 12 public forum. 

Please see FORUM, page 5

Please see FAIR, page 21

Please see MARKERS, page 8
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FLOWERS, GIFTS, WORKSHOPS 
13 Allen Street, Hampden, MA  •  413-566-1052

Holiday Hours: Mon. 9-3, Tues. - Thurs. 10-5, Fri. 10-6, Sat. 9-3

Fresh and 
Beautiful 
Holiday 

Centerpieces
Bring in the kids 
to make a special 

arrangement 
for grandma!

SHOP KINDERHOOK 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 

We’ve Got Your Last Minute Gifts 
& Stocking Stuffers! 

Home Decor, Candles, Jewelry, Hats, 
Holiday Decor & More! Gift Cards Also Available.

Gifts & Stocking Stuffers For Everyone on Your List

20% OFF Any Single Full Priced Item
WITH THIS COUPON!

Good Thru 12/31/23. (Cannot be combined with any other offers)

N E W W I L B R A H A M
S E N I O R C E N T E R

For a list of Gift Opportunities, pick one up at senior center or
email Friends01095@gmail.com - If you already contributed,
we thank you!!!

LLEETT’’SS KKEEEEPP TTHHEE 
MMOOMMEENNTTUUMM GGOOIINNGG

Friends of  Wilbraham Seniors, Inc. • 40 Post Office Park #747 • Wilbraham, MA 01095 •
Friends01095@gmail.com • Produced and Paid for by Friends of Wilbraham Seniors, Inc.

Embracing this important fundraising campaign will help create the
Legacy that YYoouu support our Seniors in Town ~ Donate Today!

Gift Opportunities photos for

illustrative purposes

� RMD - An ideal end-of-the-year tax time to donate 
� Gift Opportunities - Start at $250 with engraved bricks  
� Shared Gift Opportunities - Family, friends or businesses 
� Pledges - 2 and 3 year periods available

Weʼre pleased to report the Friends are very close to reach-
ing our goal of $750,000 to provide fixtures, furnishings,
equipment, along with new and expanded programs for the
new Senior Center. With an expected Grand Opening in
early Spring 2024, if you are planning to donate and would
like your engraved room plaques and bricks installed for
the Grand Opening, the manufacturing deadline has been
extended to January 10! Donʼt be disappointed. NEW
DEADLINE TO ORDER ENGRAVINGS IS JANUARY 10.
Letʼs KEEP THE MOMENTUM GOING! (Note: donations
after that date will be greatly accepted.) 

Hurry. Call Today ---
• Matt Villamaino 896-2206 
• Steve Cooper 530-3371 
• Chuck Pelouze 596-5089

NEW 
DEADLINE FOR 

ENGRAVED PLAQUES FOR 

SPRING 2024 GRAND OPENING

Harrison cooked a classic 
chicken marsala meal at
the Wilbraham Senior Center

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Seniors enjoyed a 
delectable cooking demonstration hosted 
by Chef Mike Harrison on Dec. 18 at the 
senior center.

Harrison, a Wilbraham resident, made 
chicken marsala with fettuccine pasta, 
homemade buttermilk biscuits and can-
nolis filled with a sweet mascarpone kind 
of ricotta containing vanilla and chocolate 
chips.

Harrison cooks at Bear Mountain in 
Chestnut Hill in East Longmeadow and 
serves as senior service chef on “Mass 
Appeal”.

During the cooking demo, Harrison 

shared his background and provided 
cooking tips for making chicken marsala, 
with one highlight being using beef broth 
instead of chicken broth.

Afterward, attendees sampled the 
chicken marsala to rave reviews.

Harrison shared he’s been doing senior 
services for nearly 20 years and originally 
worked at Wilbraham & Monson Acade-
my as their food service director and later 
their football coach when he first came to 
Wilbraham.

Cooking is Harrison’s passion, and he 
loves sharing it with seniors in the com-
munity and getting the opportunity to 
meet new people.

“We want to provide good nourish-
ment that’s aesthetically appealing and 
that tastes great while getting away from 
the stigma of nursing homes of folks just 
going there and parking,” Harrison said. 
“We don’t have to go to a nursing home 
and park. We can thrive there, and food is 
the number one reason because it enhanc-
es the socialization, the appetite. Through 

those things, I hope people live longer and 
happier.”

The biggest thing Harrison stressed is 
that people love the food they eat.

“You can cook healthy and still have 
it taste great, so that’s what we do,” Har-
rison said.

Harrison added that having cooking 
demos at senior centers also help provide 
a meal for attendees.

“This is a way of getting folks out of 
the house, letting them enjoy a nourish-
ing meal,” Harrison said. “The interaction 
that happened at the table with the other 
ladies is huge.”

When asked what his favorite dish to 
make at his cooking demos is, Harrison 
said he loves preparing seafood.

“It’s one of those healthier options for 
you and, you know, right now with meat 
and pork and steak and beef being so 
high-priced, seafood is, really, a reason-
ably priced option,” Harrison said. “Espe-
cially for someone who is living at home 
or on a budget.”

Harrison appreciated the audience’s 
engagement during the demonstration and 
that they enjoyed the meal.

“This was a great group. They were 
very interactive,” Harrison said. “They ate 
well. They asked a lot of questions. I think 
it was a learning experience for them.”

As for what he hopes attendees took 
away from attending his cooking demo, 
Harrison said that “chicken marsala does 
not have to be an intimidating dish.”

“You can go home, and you could 
prepare it. We cooked for five people, 
two different batches, plus all the staff in-
side of 20 minutes, so it’s easy,” Harrison 
said. “Cooking can be really intimidating 
sometimes, but it doesn’t need to be.”

Harrison encourages the community 
to “just stay busy” as they get older and 
visit the senior center for their program-
ming.

“Find these organizations that you 
can volunteer for or that are having these 

Chef Mike Harrison leads cooking demonstration

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Chef Mike Harrison works on the chicken as he shares 
tips during his cooking demonstration at Wilbraham 
Senior Center. 

A close-up of Chef Mike Harrison in action pouring beef 
broth into the pan during his cooking demonstration at 
Wilbraham Senior Center. 

Chef Mike Harrison shares a cooking tip during his 
cooking demonstration at Wilbraham Senior Center. 
Harrison, a Wilbraham resident, is the senior service 
chef from Mass Appeal and also cooks at Bear Mountain 
in Chestnut Hill in East Longmeadow. 

Please see COOKING, page 9
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NEED EXTRA CA$H FOR THE HOLIDAYS?

WE BUYWE BUY  GoldGold

704 MEMORIAL DRIVE, CHICOPEE, MA • 413-377-1433
www.hannoushma.com

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

Present This Coupon for

 10% more 
on your unwanted gold.

Expires 12/31/23

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net
OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE 12/24 7AM – 5PM

CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY
OPEN NEW YEAR’S EVE 7AM – 6PM

CLOSED NEW YEAR’S DAY
OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM

 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH FOR 
YOUR HOLIDAYS!

 

Fantasy Blue Poinsettias
Glittered & Glamorous

All Sizes & Colors in Decorative Containers Too!

Craft Beers, Wines Craft Beers, Wines 
& Champagnes& Champagnes
FOR A SPARKLING NEW YEAR!

Buy 6 Bottles of Wine
Mix & Match ~ Save 10%

Merry Christmas
Happy Holidays
Happy Healthy New Year!
To All Our Customers & Friends

Christmas Tree Ornaments
BUY ONE GET ONE BUY ONE GET ONE 
HALF PRICEHALF PRICE

Holiday Fresh Flower Holiday Fresh Flower 
ArrangementsArrangements

with Fragrant Evergreenswith Fragrant Evergreens

Randall’s Gift Cards
              The Perfect Holiday Gift!

For New Year’s For New Year’s 
  Celebrations  Celebrations
Holiday Food
Call to Order 589-7071

Spectacular
Poinsettias
“NOT JUST RED”’
Perfectly Packaged

Unique Christmas Candy Unique Christmas Candy 
& Specialty Foods& Specialty Foods
To Fill Your StockingsTo Fill Your Stockings

Ready For Pick Up
New England Specialties,

Snack Attacks, Wine Baskets,
Entertainments and MORE!

Gourmet Gourmet 
Gift BasketsGift Baskets

Last Minute Gifts

SPARTAN AUTO 
CARE CENTER

The Cusson 
Family 

Spartan welcomes 
their newest 

future mechanic 
Callan Jack Hourihan 

who joins 
big brother Declan and 

big cousin Wesley!

May your days be 
Merry, Bright and filled with meaning 

this Christmas Season and All Year. 
With gratitude & best wishes

The survey can be found 
on the library’s website

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The library 
is seeking feedback on its stra-
tegic plan through a community 
survey.

The survey can be found 
at https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScGEgcT-
mjUhEjJ6zFlPsw6xv5KLF_
Ueyx8HWBa5fvF08UHBMg/
viewform?pli=1, with print copies 
available at Town Hall, the library 
and senior center. Additionally, the 
library can mail out surveys to those 
who are interested.

The deadline to submit your feed-
back is by Jan. 12.

For the survey, residents are be-
ing asked to provide their thoughts 
on the library and its services to plan 
for the future.

Library Director Karen Ball ex-
plained the strategic plan takes place 
every three years and is submitted to 
the Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners to help the library 
be eligible for applying for LSTA 
grants.

“Our current one is good through 
FY24 so we’ll be getting an exten-
sion for that, and then our next one 
will be FY25 through FY28,” Ball 
said.

Ball said the process includes a 
Planning Committee with between 
10 to 12 members of the 
community, including 
members of the Friends 
of the Wilbraham Public 
Library, two library staff 
members, one full-time and 
one part-time, two library 
trustees, a teen representa-
tive, retirees, parents and 
people who are new to Wil-
braham but have experi-
ence with libraries in prior 
towns.

This portion of the stra-
tegic plan is currently in the 
finalization stages.

Ball expressed gratitude 
to people taking the survey 
and for wanting to take part 
in the planning process.

“It’s great to have dif-

ferent areas of the community rep-
resented,” Ball said. “It’s nice to get 
opinions from people that use the li-
brary in different ways.”

Additionally, there will be com-
munity forums, with the dates in the 

works.
“We’ll have in-person and virtual 

opportunities for people to discuss 
the library and provide additional 
feedback. We’re working with a con-
sulting group, New England Lean 
Consulting. Our contact there is Paul 
Critchley,” Ball said. “He’ll be facili-
tating our meetings with the public.”

On the current strategic plan, Ball 
said priorities include early literacy 
and more resources and programs 
for residents living with dementia as 
a part of the town’s dementia-friend-
ly initiative. Other improvements 
have been paving the new parking 
lot to add 12 more spots, replacing 
a parking lot light and landscaping 
projects.

Reflecting on 2023, Ball is proud 
of the building and landscaping im-
provements, offering more weekend 
programming including Craft & Play 
events, setting up a puzzle table and 

sewing machine, and providing more 
and enhancing the Take & Make kits.

“With the next strategic plan, 
we’ll also be able to look at other 
things that the community wants to 
do in the future, whether or not it’s 

having to do with our building or 
different collections or services 
that we want to offer,” Ball said.

Ball stressed community 
feedback is important “to find 
out what they think we’re doing 
well and what they think we can 
improve on.”

“We’re always looking at 
ways to meet the needs of the 
community,” Ball said. “I think 
just going through that process, 

and getting feedback from the com-
munity is important to do all the 
time, but definitely around strategic 
planning it’s a good way to just get 
us pointed in the right direction.”

Ball encourages residents to take 
the community survey and share 
their thoughts and ideas, adding the 
library has a goal of receiving 200 
responses.

“We’re actually at 147 (respons-
es) as of (Dec. 15), so we’re close to 
our goal,” Ball said.

Also, she shared this message on 
how the community survey helps the 
strategic plan.

“Planning is essential to how this 
makes the best use of account re-
sources to be able to meet the com-
munity’s needs,” Ball said.

To learn more, visit wilbrahamli-
brary.org or contact Ball at 413-596-
6141 ext. 159. 

Wilbraham library encouraging residents to 
take Strategic Plan Community Survey

Submitted photos Wilbraham Public Library
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You have often heard the phrase 
“Think Globally Act Locally.” 

Now is your chance to 
“Act Locally” and make a difference.

The Town of Hampden has a number of opportunities 
for you to make a difference in your own town 

by volunteering to serve on a 
Town Board, Committee or Commission.

Boards and committees play an important role 
in the governance and management of 

small Massachusetts towns.  
Hampden is no exception. 

Without the commitment and dedication of volunteers, 
most small towns, including Hampden, 

could not operate. 

Now is the time to share a bit of your time, 
talent, and expertise to help keep 

Hampden a great place to live, work, and raise a family.

Please consider volunteering to serve 
on one of many boards and committees.  

Currently there are opportunities on:  Board of Assessors; 
Cemetery Commission; Conservation Commission; 

Capital Planning Committee; 
Commission on Disabilities; Cultural Council; 
Fiber Optic Committee; Historic Committee; 

Mill Pond Restoration Committee.  

For further information or to express your interest 
visit the Town website at hampdenma.gov or contact the 
Town Administrator at Townadmin@hampdenma.gov or 

Board of Selectmen at Selectmen@hampdenma.gov
Share the Adventure with us soon!  

For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net

or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

7-NIGHT BERMUDA CRUISE  – 
May 24-31, 2024
Call now – January 15 deadline!

Dec. 30 ....Moulin Rouge! ..................................$125
Jan. 27 .....Ain’t Too Proud – Temptations ........$99
March 16 .Frozen at P.P.A.C. ..............................$130
May 4 ......Kennedy Library .................................$95
Aug. 30 ....7-night Nova Scotia Cruise from $1499

SHIPS’ REGISTRY: BAHAMAS & UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Committee will update master plan for 
first time since 1982

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

HAMPDEN – A steering committee is being estab-
lished to oversee the modernization of the town’s master 
plan, after residents voted in favor of updating the guid-
ing document during the October town meeting.

Hampden’s most recent master plan was crafted in 
1982. A majority of voters supported an appropriation of 
$57,000 on Oct. 30 to supplement $75,000 of state grant 
money to update the master plan. 

Planning Board member Patrick Coyne is taking the 

lead in updating the master plan, which will set priorities 
for long-term physical development in Hampden over a 
period of decades if not generations. 

On Dec. 18, Coyne appeared before the Board of Se-
lectmen to share his progress in developing a steering 
committee. He noted that Planning Board Chair Madi-
son Pixley sent out several emails over the last several 
months, seeking people from various town committees 
to participate. 

“We penciled in some names thinking we might know 
who that might be, and so the objective tonight was just 
to get that process moving forward because our consul-
tant is anxious to have a meeting with the steering com-
mittee and kick things off a little bit,” Coyne said. 

Coyne said the board is working with Massachusetts 
Land Planning Team Leader Luke Mitchell from Vanasse 
Hangen Brustlin, Inc., a civil engineering and consult-
ing firm headquartered in Watertown with an office in 

Springfield. 
“(VHB) would like to schedule a call discussing the 

timeline, so they’d like to do it in early or mid-January 
and asked us to advise on a preferred date and time,” 
Coyne said. “They said they are excited to get started 
(and asked) us to confirm who will be attending this 
meeting as we get started.” 

Coyne made a list of potential town committee mem-
bers who could potentially join the steering committee 
and listed them out one by one. 

“We have from Board of Selectmen Don Daven-
port, from the Building Department Wendell (Hulbert), 
Capital Planning was Pam (Rogers), Conservation Judy 
(McKinley Brewer), Highway Department Mark (Lan-
gone), Historical Commission Connie (Witt), Parks & 
Rec Carrie Joseph, Fire Department Ed Poulin and Plan-
ning Department myself.” 

Selectman John Flynn asked if someone should rep-
resent the Council on Aging and offered to reach out to 
the COA Board. Davenport, chair of the Board of Select-
men, said he could join the steering committee and asked 
if the consultant planned to get input from the commu-
nity to which Coyne responded, “Absolutely, they have 
very comprehensive outreach.” 

Coyne said the idea of a steering committee extends 
from VHB’s desire to get input as they’re tracking along 
and get feedback on particular issues, to keep the process 
moving forward as they go through their workplan. 

“And really get the input because I think not every-
body is going to be on the ground as they send their team 
out, so I think that’s really their goal,” Coyne said. 

While the committee isn’t set, Coyne is confident 
about the list of candidates he compiled. 

“I think this is an important role. We want real in-
put from these people. Some of them have spoken at the 
meetings previously, so (we’re) really looking for them 
to make pointed comments,” he said. 

Coyne was asked about adding a member of the pub-
lic to the steering committee and acknowledged it would 
be something to consider. In the meantime, he hopes to 
spread word about the process of updating the master 
plan. 

I would prefer to at least get the communication out. 
If I don’t have everyone set, maybe just get it out to the 
folks and (let them know) we want to get going. And if 
we have a call with eight out of 10, we’ll go with eight 
out of 10 just to get the consultant really moving. If that 
sounds reasonable, that’s what we’ll do,” Coyne said.”

Hampden’s Master Plan Committee is taking shape
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LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

It also interviewed retired 
Administrative Assistant Pam 
Courtney, Planning Board Chair 
Madison Pixley, Police Chief 
Scott Trombly, Highway Su-
perintendent Mark Langone 
and two representatives of the 
Massachusetts Municipal Asso-
ciation’s Form of Government 
Committee. 

“In the spring, we’ll likely 
do another meeting to kind of let 
everyone know the direction that 
we’re going in and get feedback 
on that,” Hatch said. “Then, for 
our third meeting, we’ll likely 
share with everybody ahead of 
the town meeting our conclu-
sions that we’ve come to and 
what we’d like to put forward.”

If any recommendations pass 
at the Spring Town Meeting, 
there could be a bylaw change. 

Expanding the Board of 
Selectmen from three to five 

members
The first topic tackled at the 

forum was the possibility of ex-
panding the Board of Selectmen 
from three to five members, 
which Hatch argued would cre-
ate more stability, as it wouldn’t 
require a third of the board to be 
elected and potentially rotated 
out annually. 

“If you look across the com-
monwealth, there’s an equal bal-
ance between three board mem-
bers and larger boards. Larger 
boards offer larger representa-
tion and viewpoints and reduces 
risk of dominating biases and 
Open Meeting Law violations,” 
Hatch said. 

One resident remarked that 
the town government appears to 
run smoothly. 

“I’m not sure bigger is bet-
ter,” he said. “I would be con-
cerned about making a more 
elaborate contraption out of gov-
ernment.” 

Another resident said that in-
creasing the board’s size would 
lead to scheduling and logistical 
difficulties. 

One audience member said 
that the term length is a greater 
issue and proposed limiting the 
number of terms one can serve 
to “prevent people from thinking 
it’s a closed shop.” 

Brewer said the commit-
tee evaluated towns similar to 
Hampden and noted, “Roughly 
half the towns have three and 
half have five, so I don’t think 
there’s an overwhelming argu-
ment for either.”

He added that most smaller 
towns have three-person Select 
Boards “because that’s history, 
and let’s face it, smaller towns 
tend not to change that quickly, 
which is a good thing or a bad 
thing depending on your point of 
view.” 

Electronic, handheld voting 
at Spring and Annual Town 

Meetings
Even before a critical vote 

at the Annual Town Meeting in 
October was recounted and ul-
timately failed by less than five 
votes, the committee began re-
searching the pros and cons of 
switching to electronic, hand-
held voting at the town’s two 
major meetings. 

“For Town Meeting, the show 
of hands would be replaced by 
that,” Pixley said. “When you 
sign in, rather than get a vot-
er card that you hold up, you 
get (a device). You know how 
many people are in the meeting, 
and they literally have a screen. 
When you vote, the votes show 
on the screen so there’s an ano-

nymity to your vote.” 
Pixley first presented the idea 

at the Annual Town Meeting. 
On Dec. 12, one resident said 

he used them before for work 
functions and did not trust them. 

“It’s not 100% infallible. I 
don’t believe it is. Maybe it’s 
improved technology, but I don’t 
trust it,” the resident said. 

Pixley referred to the recount 
in October, calling it “very un-
scientific with people walking 
around,” to take votes; he added 
that some voters barely raised 
their cards and questioned if 
their votes were even counted.

“In the end, this in theory 
would have removed any ques-
tion because it’s automatically 
recorded,” Pixley said. 

One audience member last 
Tuesday said it’s difficult enough 
to get the audio to function prop-
erly at Thornton W. Burgess 
School, home of the town meet-
ings, and another resident was 
reluctant to turn to the techno-
logical option because it would 
be “horrendous” if something 
went wrong and “there’s not 
much technology to holding up 
a piece of paper.” 

Pixley questioned why so 
many votes at the town meetings 
are unanimous and questioned 
if that is how people really feel. 
While one resident replied that 
residents are smart enough to 
know when a vote needs to pass, 
Pixley still questioned if ano-
nymity could be beneficial. 

“It can be uncomfortable to 
vote at a town meeting when you 
have the police chief in front of 
you asking for something and 
you’re raising your hand saying 
‘no’ to his face, or any depart-
ment for that matter,” Pixley said. 
“I think young people especially, 
who are more familiar with tech-
nology, don’t have the same lev-
el of concern. I think that people 
would be more encouraged to 
come out if they weren’t literally 
waving their vote in the air.” 

Should town government posi-
tions be elected or appointed? 

The committee is research-
ing how to best fill vacancies 
and asked the audience on Dec. 
12 if town government positions 
should be elected or appointed. 
While positions like police chief 
are appointed, many Town Hall 
employees are elected. 

“One of the things that we’ve 
discussed is that there are a lot 
of people who have been running 
this town faithfully and respon-
sibly for a number of years and 
will be retiring out,” Hatch said. 
“What happens next? Do we 
continue down the elected path 
or do we go towards appointed?” 

Hatch noted that more com-
munities are turning towards 
appointed positions to attract 
more qualified candidates, who 
can come from out of town un-
like elected ones. For instance, 
between 2014 in Massachusetts 
communities, the appointment of 
treasurer and collector has risen 
from 248 to 308, a 24% increase. 

Hatch clarified that the dis-
cussion has nothing to do “with 
the great people we have in po-
sitions,” but refers 
to the future. If the 
item passed at town 
meeting, current 
officials would be 
grandfathered in, and 
the switch would be 
made after they retire 
or step down. 

Pixley pointed out 
that there are no cri-
teria for elected posi-
tions. 

“The treasurer 
doesn’t necessarily 

have to have a financial back-
ground,” he said. “It does give 
the town a little more control to 
make sure the people in those 
positions are more qualified to 
have them. When we looked at 
it, to me at least, it was shocking 
the number of communities that 
are doing that; it’s the majority 
have changed from elected to ap-
pointed.” 

Brewer acknowledged that 
Hampden’s town employees 
are well-trained because most 
have been in their positions for 
a considerable time period. He 
said that replacing them through 
elections will be extremely chal-
lenging. 

“One of the obvious things 
is the complexity of government 
and the complexity of financial/
town management. It’s really in-
creased and will continue to in-
crease,” Brewer said. 

Doug Boyd, chair of the Ad-
visory Committee, attended the 
forum and agreed that the town 
has been very fortunate with key 
positions because the individuals 
elected are competent and kept 
up with changes. However, he is 
nervous about the eventual turn-
over. 

Markel said that municipal 
departments have grown far 
more complex over the years, 
becoming more technical and re-
quiring more training. He noted 
that the town has good people in 
place, but they will retire. 

Markel said it will become 
increasingly difficult to land 
new, adequately trained employ-
ees by way of election. 

“We have a very good town 
treasurer, who will retire at some 
point,” Markel said. “He’s very 
competent, smart and does a 
good job, but what are the chanc-
es of replacing that individual in 
an election when he retires? In 
an election where the field of 
candidates is limited to town res-
idents. You couldn’t bring some-
body in from Wilbraham unless 
they agreed to move into town.” 

Markel also pointed out that 
if an employee is on the ballot, it 
makes it complicated to negoti-
ate contracts. 

“In other words, you’re work-
ing with people who are going 
to vote later on, and in general, 
that’s a difficult thing to pull off, 
and to do it always in the best in-
terest of the town,” he said. 

Should government positions 
be combined or consolidated?

Currently, Eva Wiseman, an 
elected official, serves as both 
Hampden’s town clerk and tax 
collector. The committee is ex-
ploring the idea that more po-
sitions should be combined or 
consolidated. 

Brewer said that Wiseman’s 
positions aren’t consolidated, as 
she holds two part-time jobs and 
works full-time. The committee 
is looking at the possibility of 
making the treasurer a full-time 
position that would assume the 
responsibility of tax collector. 

Hatch inquired if it would be 
smart to make the position an ap-
pointed one. 

“It’s just one of the trends 
across the commonwealth,” 
Hatch said. “Would it be bene-
ficial down the road post (Wise-
man’s) retirement that the posi-
tion becomes appointed so that 
you can search for the best skill-
set, best fit and best capabilities 
for the town. One of the things 
we need to consider going for-
ward is we take steps to maintain 
a continuity of government as 
people retire out… It might be 
worthwhile bringing in a skill set 
and knowledge.” 

Roles and functions of the 
Town Administrator

Hatch said the committee is 
looking into better defining the 
role of town administrator rela-
tive to similar communities. She 
said the role’s responsibilities 
typically include supervising 
daily operations, budgetary and 
financial oversight and personnel 
administration. 

“In the face of growing com-
plexities in government, most 
towns have hired a chief admin-
istrative officer,” she said. “Cur-
rently, 254 out of 292 towns, or 
87%, have a professional posi-
tion with job titles like town ad-
ministrator, town manager, chief 
administrative officer, executive 
director and so on.” 

In the committee’s conver-
sations with the MMA repre-
sentatives, they discussed the 
difference between daytime and 
nighttime government. Night-
time government includes bodies 
such as the Board of Selectmen, 
and daytime government per-
tains to those who work full-time 
in Town Hall.

“Nighttime government 
should not be running daytime 
government. Nighttime govern-
ment sets policy that daytime 
government executes,” she said. 

Markel, who will step down 
early next year, has been town 
administrator in Hampden since 
September 2019. One audience 
member praised his performance 
and said he doesn’t see a need to 
change a single thing Markel has 
done. 

“If he hasn’t written out 
a job description for the next 
person, then shame on the Se-
lectmen for letting him get out 
of here 
without 
that in 
their 

hands. They need to replace Bob 
with another Bob, who used to 
be the mayor, knows Joe, gets us 
the grants and all the other good 
stuff like this Bob has done,” the 
resident said. 

Markel weighed in, noting 
that involvement with the budget 
process is in the current job de-
scription, although he has been 
minimally involved because oth-
er town officials and bodies such 
as the Advisory Board have tra-
ditionally handled that process. 

“I can talk about tweaking the 
system, but it works well. What-
ever criticisms we can make, it 
seems to work well here, frankly, 
and I’ve been in other situations 
where I thought the town char-
ter was superb and everything 
worked poorly,” Markel said. 

Markel said the issue for 
the town overall is how much 
central management it wants. 
He said the town administrator 
represents central management, 
and that the government in town 
works very well but is highly de-
centralized with elected boards, 
committees and two department 
heads. 

“The only frustration I can 
tell you I have is that there are 
some central changes we would 
like to make that have become 
very difficult, if not impossible, 
because of the decentralized na-
ture,” Markel said. 

On a positive note, Markel 
said the relations in Hampden 
are civil, a facet that is being 
promoted by search firm Com-
munity Paradigm Associates to 
land his replacement. 

“That is a real asset that I 
hope the town never loses. It 
makes working here attractive 
and it will be something that 
helps you attract and retain an 
administrator,” Markel said. 

Markel said he would be cau-
tious about making quick chang-
es so as not to disrupt what the 
town currently has. 

“I’m not harshly critical. I 
will leave here with very good 
thoughts about this communi-
ty, largely because everyone 
seemed to get along, everyone 
seemed to want to do their job, 
they do their jobs, and I don’t see 
any slackers in our departments.”

FORUM from page 1

Turley photos by Dalton Zbierski
The Government Study Committee held a public forum in the Town 
Hall auditorium on Dec. 12. 
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Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri-
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to dzbierski@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly 

correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor-
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito-
rial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu-
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hamp-
den TIMES is published ev-
ery Thursday by Turley Pub-
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho-
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos.
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TEAM
VIEWPOINTS

This weekend was supposed to be the 
weekend when all four of us partook in a cook-
ie-making marathon.  

Usually, we start baking right after Thanks-
giving, but this year the kids were involved in 
a play, then a concert, and alas, there was no 
time. We started out strong yesterday and then 
I began to feel a little funny.  

By midafternoon I was definitely under the 
weather and that was it for my cookie-making. 
We got two batches in before I left the kitchen.  

One is an almond covered thumb print, and 
the second is a coriander cookie – one of my 
all-time favorites. It must have been a favorite 
to a few other folks along the line because the 
recipe dates back to the early 19th century!  

I tried them for the first time at Old Stur-
bridge Village’s Christmas by Candlelight 
some years back and making them has been 
a tradition in our house ever since. Why don’t 
we take this opportunity to learn about a very 
versatile plant.

Most gardeners already know that Corian-
der (Coriandrum sativum) is one of the few 
herbs that goes by two different names depend-
ing on the part of the plant used. 

Its foliage, known as Cilantro, is used 
fresh in a number of culinary delights. When 
the plant goes to seed, known as Coriander, it 

can be used in that stage as well, eaten whole, 
crushed or powdered. 

I liken cilantro to being the “marigold” of 
the herb world. Either you love the smell/taste 
of it or you hate it.  

I, for one, immensely dislike it and if given 
the chance to pick it out of my salsa I will cer-
tainly do it! Even in a restaurant. 

I found it interesting to learn that some 
people possess a genetically predisposed aver-
sion to it, according to studies by Charles J. 
Wysocki of the Monell Chemical Senses Cen-
ter in Philadelphia. To me it has a bitter taste 
that I have a hard time describing beyond that. 
Dirty?  Soil-like? 

Most people that do dislike it have a similar 
lack of descriptive ability; they just can’t put 
their finger on it, but they don’t like the taste…
or the smell of it. It’s funny that when my old-
est daughter received her Ancestry DNA re-
sults, she was shown not to possess the genetic 
aversion. Well, she didn’t get that from me.

Cilantro is often used in salsa and other 
Mexican, Asian and Italian dishes including 
curries, sauces, salads and soups. If you prefer 
to grow the plant more for its greens and less 
for its seeds, manage it as you would spinach.  

Sow seeds in the ground in the cool of the 
season and in succession every two weeks.  It 
dislikes being transplanted but doesn’t mind 
pot culture. 

Harvest greens rather aggressively – about 
one-third of the plant at a time. Just like spin-
ach, there are slow-to-bolt varieties to choose 
from such as aptly named “Slow Bolt” and 
“Longstanding”.  Cilantro’s flowers are edible, 
and they attract lots of beneficial insects such 
as lady beetles, parasitic wasps and syrphid 

flies.
Coriander seeds, on the other hand, have a 

pleasant (at least to me) fragrance once dried.  
The scent is easier to pin-point too; nutty and 
spicy (ever so slightly) come to mind.  

Coriander seed is also well known in var-
ious ethnic cuisines and is a favorite in spice 
blends, curry being the most popular.  It is also 
used in the making of a number of distilled 
spirits, herbal liqueurs and Christmas cookies 
as I have come to find out and favor!

The Herb Society noted that during World 
War II coriander seeds were coated in white or 
pink sugar and thrown from carnival wagons, 
earning the name “confections” or “confetti.” 
When the seeds were replaced by balls of col-
ored paper the name confetti stuck. 

Take this one to your next game of Cruise 
Ship Trivia!

It is easy to harvest the seeds.  Simply let 
the heads dry to brown right on the plant.  Clip 
them and place inside a paper bag; as they dry 
further, they will open, and the seeds will pop 
out.  

Even if you are only interested in harvest-
ing the seeds, multiple plantings (or a big gar-
den patch) are necessary to get a decent-sized 
harvest. Let a few drop their seeds and you will 
be blessed with a few self-sown plants next 
spring. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 31 years she has 
held the position of staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to pouimette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the subject line.  

Cookies made with a familiar herbinthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

I’m 65 and working; 
can I collect ex-spouse 
benefits?
Dear Rusty

I turned 65 earlier this year and I still work 
full time. 

I was divorced four years ago after 38 years of 
marriage, but my ex-husband has been collecting 
Social Security for at least 10 years now. Can I 
start collecting Social Security and still work full 
time? And can I collect my ex-husband’s amount 
if it is more than mine and what is the best way 
to achieve this? When I went to my local SSA 
office, they said they had no way of knowing that. 

Signed Working Divorcee
 

Dear Working Divorcee
 Although you are eligible to claim Social Se-

curity at age 65, because you are working full 
time you may wish to wait a bit longer to do so. 
That’s because Social Security has an “earnings 
test” which applies to anyone who collects bene-
fits before Full Retirement Age and you have not 
yet reached yours.  

The earnings test imposes a limit on how 
much you can earn before SS takes away some 
of your benefits. If you exceed the annual earn-
ings limit ($22,320 for 2024), Social Security 
will want back $1 in benefits for every $2 you 
are over the limit and you will need to repay that, 
usually by having future benefits withheld. If 
you significantly exceed the limit, you may even 
be temporarily ineligible to receive SS benefits 
until you either earn less or reach your full re-
tirement age (FRA) of 66 years and 8 months. 

So, if your earnings from working will sig-
nificantly exceed the annual earnings limit, 
which changes yearly, it’s likely that your wis-
est move would be to wait longer to claim your 
Social Security. As a bonus for doing so, your 
monthly payment will have grown and will be 
higher when you claim later. The earnings test 
no longer applies after you reach FRA. 

Regarding benefits from your ex-husband, 
you cannot collect his instead of yours. What 
you may be able to do, when you claim your own 

benefit, is to get an additional amount, which 
brings your monthly payment up to 50% of his. 
In order for that to happen, you would need to 
satisfy the following criteria:

You are not currently married.
The personal benefit you are entitled to at 

your FRA must be less than 50% of your ex-hus-
band’s FRA entitlement.  

If the above are true, when you claim your 
own SS retirement benefit you will also get a 
“spousal boost” to bring your payment up to what 
you’re entitled to as an ex-spouse. The amount of 
the spousal boost, if you claim Social Security at 
your FRA, will be the difference between half of 
his FRA entitlement and your FRA entitlement. 
If you claim your benefit before your FRA, not 
only will your own benefit be reduced for claim-
ing early, but the amount of your spousal boost 
will also be reduced. Benefits claimed before 
FRA are always reduced. 

Whenever you decide to claim Social Se-
curity, you will be automatically deemed to be 
filing for benefits from your ex-husband as well 
(you shouldn’t need to apply separately). You’ve 
already satisfied the basic criteria of at least 10 
years married to get benefits from an ex-spouse 
and, if you satisfy the above criteria as well, 
you will be entitled to a spousal boost when you 
claim. 

But your current earnings from working full 
time will likely affect your eligibility to collect 
Social Security benefits at this time, so waiting 
until your full retirement age to claim may be 
your best choice.  

If you will only slightly exceed the annual 
earnings limit you can consider claiming earlier, 
as long as you are comfortable with receiving a 
permanently reduced amount, and the prospect 
of not getting benefits for a number of months 
if you exceed the earnings limit, the number of 
months you will go without benefits depends on 
how much you exceed the limit by. 

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Administration or any other 
governmental entity. This article is intended for 
information purposes and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social Security Association  
To submit a question, visit amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor 
is a Social Security advisor for AMAC. 
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20232023Baby’s First Christmas

Benjamin Rau
January 16, 2023

Parents: Nick & Wendy Rau, Wilbraham
Grandparents: Dave & Cindy Rau, Wilbraham

Bill & Kim Bechert, Unionville, CT

Raelynn Brown
July 20, 2023

Parents: Ryan & Ashley Brown, Hampden
Grandparents: Art & Lynn Anderson, Wilbraham

Rick & Joanne Brown, Monson

Cole Joseph Willett
February 28, 2023

Parents: Stephan Willett & Sky Beaudry
Grandparents: Normand & Lisa Willett,  Hampden

Joseph Theo LaDuke
November 1, 2023

Parents: Katie & Vinnie LaDuke, Hampden
Sister: Philomena LaDuke

Grandparents: Beth & Joseph Kalinko, Springfield
The late Philip LaDuke, Springfield & Maryann LaDuke, Harwich

Hannah Jean Labrie
September 24, 2023

Parents: Kenneth & Stephanie Labrie, Chicopee
Grandparents: Taryn Dunaj, Wilbraham

Gary & Donna Labrie, Chicopee

Hayley Kate Stebbins
August 19, 2023

Parents: Matthew & Linda Stebbins, Warren
Grandparents: Randall & Roxanne Stebbins, Wilbraham

Lyla Ann Vallerie 
May 24, 2023 

Parents: Robert & Valerie Vallerie, Wilbraham
Grandparents: Robert & Saima Vallerie, Wilbraham

 Joyce & Norman Jarrett, Easthampton

Thanks for your trust in us, and for 
making this community a wonderful 
place to be at the holidays
and all year.

24 Water Street | Palmer, MA 01069
413-283-8393 | www.wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com

Delivering our thanks and warmest 
wishes to your door this Christmas!

TIMESTIMES
The Wilbraham-Hampden

TIMES
Dedicated to Improving the Quality of Life in the Communities We Serve
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LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

built on Wigwam Hill during 
1748 to serve a sparse collection 
of settlers who had been travel-
ing each Sunday nine miles to 
Court Square, Springfield in 
all types of weather to worship. 
The meetinghouse was located 
30 rods south of the intersection 
of Tinkham and Bolles Road. 
(A little less than a half a foot-
ball field.) A rod is 16.5 feet.

It is estimated the town’s first 
religious structure was located 
close to the rear of the current 
blue Victorian house that was 
the home of my brother Donald 
Bennett that fronted the moun-
tain location of the Bennett Tur-
key Farm. The valley farm was 
at 599 Main Street.

Turkeys were raised nearby 
on a knoll adjacent to what once 
was Rice’s apple orchards. Lo-
cated half-way up Wilbraham 
Mountain, I use to tell folks that 
the turkeys had one of the best 
views in town.

The meetinghouse was lo-
cated to the rear of the house 
where a barn for the turkeys was 
later located. The first minister 
at the meetinghouse was Rev. 
Noah Merrick who had built his 
home in what is now the north-
west corner of the junction of 
Bolles and Tinkham Road. 

Weshaugan
I’ve written about her be-

fore,  and town histories relate, 
that the last Native American 
to live in town was Weshaugan, 
a squaw who lived alone in a 
wigwam by a little brook at the 
bottom of Wigwam Hill. Histo-
rian Chauncy Peck reported that 
Weshaugan’s home was 50 to 
80 rods (or about 2 ½ football 
fields length) from the Meeting 
House. She was sometimes in-
vited to have dinner with Rev. 
Merrick and his family at his 
home near the meetinghouse.

It was decided to move the 
meetinghouse down the moun-
tain to the Center Village which 
was easier for worshipers to ac-
cess in winter. The last parish 
meeting in the Wigwam Hill 

building was on April 18, 1794 
and the structure was moved to 
a plot of land on Main Street 
where Gazebo Park is now.

A historical marker was 
erected on the south side of the 
top of Tinkham Road to com-
memorate the location of the 
first meetinghouse. The date 
the marker was erected is lost to 
history but the Historical Com-
mission continues to research 
the details. Over the years the 
marker has deteriorated due to 
weather, acid rain, road sand and 
salt. The Commission felt that 
it would be in the best interest 
of the town to replace the stone 
marker and if something wasn’t 
done soon, it too would be lost 
to history. The Commission 
thought that it was important to 
replace the marker because it is 
a vital part of our history and 
connects us to the past. 

We thought we were on 
track for a prompt replacement. 
However the COVID Pandemic 
hit us unexpectedly and affect-
ed the supply chain of Vermont 
granite and delayed delivery of 

the memorial marker. The delay 
continued. There was a large-
scale flood in Vermont. Then 
the quarry workers paused their 
work this fall to go deer hunt-
ing. So, we are still waiting for 
delivery this winter.

Main Street Site
You might think that we 

were gluttons for punishment, 
but the Historic Commission 
has decided to apply for another 
replacement marker at a similar 
site, although the first one hasn’t 
even been delivered yet. We plan 
to apply for CPA funding for an-
other stone marker that is in bad 
shape at the corner of the east 
side of Federal Lane and Main 
Street. Take a look the next time 
you drive by. It is approximately 
an eighth of a mile before you 
get to the Minnechaug driveway 
if you’re coming from the Cen-
ter.

The Main Street marker sim-
ply reads: “First Church Wilbra-
ham Organized here, June 24, 
1741.” It commemorates the site 
of where the first church was or-
ganized and its minister, Rev. 
Noah Merrick was ordained. In 
the first history of Wilbraham 
published in June of 1863, its 
author, Rufus P. Stebbins D.D., 
using the flowery embellish-
ment of the times, described 
the day at the site where the 
organizers met to organize the 
church and ordain Rev. Merrick, 
a 1731 graduate of Yale.

“Accordingly, a large oak-
tree was selected as the place 
of ordination…a rude pulpit of 
rough boards was construct-
ed, and a few seats of boards 
and logs arranged around it to 
accommodate the people. The 
morning of the great day to this 
people came at last, but it came 
not clear and balmy and fra-
grant as June mornings usually 
are. It was lowering, and the sky 
was unpropitious,” wrote Steb-
bins. In other words, it looked 
like a storm was threatening.

In the Charles Merrick “His-
tory of Wilbraham” chapter on 
“Churches”, the writer Mrs. 
Robert I. Brown continues the 

story, “But, the morning was 
rainy and the ordaining council 
moved into the barn of Nathan-
iel Warriner on the present Ben-
nett Turkey Farm at 599 Main 
Street.”

That scenario is important 
to me personally as 217 years 
later I was put to work sorting 
eggs in that same barn, behind 
the historic farmhouse that was 
owned by my grandfather Frank 
E. Bennett and my father Fran-
cis J. Bennett.

That same farmhouse, 14 
years later, was occupied by 
soldiers of Shay’s Rebellion, 
fueled by liquor, on their way 
to attack the Springfield Ar-
mory. My grandfather had their 
bayonet holes in the bedroom 
ceilings to prove it. (They were 
plastered over in a 1950’s re-
modeling.)

Along with Rev. Merrick 
the eight male founders of the 
church were David Merrick, 
Nathaniel Warriner (who owned 
that barn), Isaac Brewer, Joseph 
Wright, David Warriner, David 
Chapin and Nathanial Hitch-
cock, the first settler in Wilbra-
ham at 603 Main St., next to 
Nathaniel Warriner’s farm, that 
eventually became the turkey 
farm.

The Rev. Noah Merrick 
spent the rest of his lifetime in 
Wilbraham and was the most 
influential man in the parish in 
those colonial days. There are 
some of his artifacts on display 
at the Old Meeting House Mu-
seum operated for the town by 
the Atheneum Society.

Editor’s note: We will keep 
our readers informed on the 
Historic Commission’s progress 
of installing the replacement 
markers on Tinkham Road and 
on Main Street and Federal 
Lane.

Sources: “History of Wilbraham 

Bicentennial Edition 1763-1963” edit-

ed by Charles Merrick; Chauncey Peck 

who wrote “The History of Wilbraham, 

1731, 1763-1913. Wikipedia. “Histor-

ical Address, Centennial Celebration, 

Town of Wilbraham” by Rufus P. Steb-

bins, D.D., 1864.

Editor Emeritus Charlie 
Bennett is a member of the His-
toric Commission and a trustee 
of the Wilbraham Atheneum So-
ciety. Readers can contact him 
with comments or ideas for the 
column at cbennett4765@char-
ter.net. 

56 Years Ago
Lions Club Preparing 
Christmas Tree Sale

Here is a news clipping 
reported by my mom, Eth-
el M. Bennett, who was the 
Wilbraham correspondent 
for the Springfield daily 
newspaper The Morning 
Union from the 1940s 
through 1970s. From a De-
cember 1967 edition: “The 
Wilbraham Lions Club is 
setting up 500 Christmas 
trees that they will be sell-
ing starting Saturday and 
continuing until Dec. 21 
at the vacant lot on Main 
Street, formerly the site of 
the old Wilbraham United 
Church.

Helping out was Gor-
don Long, president, 
James Kelly and Select-
man William Leonard, 
co-chairmen”

MARKERS from page 1

Times file photo
Aerial view of Wigwam Hill shows the turkey house at the peak of a 
knoll by the top of Tinkham road. Behind the blue house is the site of 
the first meeting house built in1748. 

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The Select Board an-
nounced a bid award on Dec. 18 for May-
nard Road repairs.

Chairman Theresa Goodrich explained 
how the area at Maynard Road “sustained 
a lot of damage in the last big rainstorm we 
had a week and a half ago.”

“It doesn’t really appear too bad from 
the road but if you – and I don’t want any-
one to go down and do this – but if you were 
to see what’s going on down below, you 
would be aware of significant, major, major 
destruction from that rain,” Goodrich said.

Goodrich praised the Department of 
Public Works for securing the area and for 
their preliminary work to help a construc-
tion company have access roads to work on 
repairs.

“If they didn’t do what they did, we 
would certainly be paying for a construction 
company to get that access road in,” Go-
odrich said. “So, I just have to say thanks to 
our DPW for all the work they did getting 
it to the point where that now to have it be 
accessible to a construction company.”

The Maynard Road Drainage and Em-
bankment Emergency Repair 2023 will be 
awarded to Gagliarducci Construction Inc. 
in Springfield for $87,000.

Michael Squindo asked for clarification 
From Town Administrator Nick Breault re-
garding the bid numbers, as there were some 
as low as $87,000 to as high as $487,000.

“Because I don’t know how to read any 
of these construction documents, I wanted 
to make sure that Tonya (Capparello)’s com-
fortable with that number. Is there any way 
to walk us through the difference between 
the low bids and the higher bids?” Squindo 
said.

Breault clarified bids like this, particu-
larly in construction, have these spreads.

“(It) usually indicates at least one of 
two things. That the contractor is already so 
busy that they will have to divert resourc-
es on projects that they’re doing to get over 
there which may have some cost to them,” 
Breault said. “Or it may just be a signal 
that unless it’s really just so worth it, you 
know, with that number, that they’ll take it 
and put other things aside. Or they’re having 
difficulty with supplies that they know that 
they’ll have difficulty with supplies.”

Breault said he doesn’t feel “that’s nec-
essarily the case here.”

“I think the bids were submitted in good 
faith, but yeah, different firms would do 
that. It’s not unusual to see something like 
that,” Breault said.

The Maynard Road repair bid award 
to Gagliarducci Construction Inc. was ap-
proved 2-0.

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

413-283-8393

EARLY DEADLINEEARLY DEADLINE
For All AdvertisingFor All Advertising
& CLASSIFIEDS& CLASSIFIEDS

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 28
at Noon for 
Publication 

Jan. 1-5

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 21
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 25-29

www.turley.com

Select Board announces bid award 
for Maynard Road repairs
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Holiday
DESSERTS

USDA Gov’t Insp. Armata’s 
Bone-In Whole or Half 

prime rib

Best Yet Frozen 16-20 Ct 1 Lb. Bag

raw 
shrimp $679

ea.
Fresh Kayem
Whole Boneless

PIT ham $379
lb.

USDA Gov’t Insp. Whole or Half 
Boneless Beef

rib eye
$$1097

lb.

Armata’s Own Made from Scratch
9” Double Layer

carrot cake

Armata’s Own Made from Scratch
9” Assorted Varieties

cheesecake

$1799
ea.

Armata’s Own Made from Scratch
 9” Double Chocolate

cream pie

USDA Gov’t Insp. Armata’s
Whole Peeled Beef

tenderloin

Custom Cut 
and Cradled

for FREE

USDA Gov’t Insp. Armata’s  
Top Sirloin

spoon roast

$429
LB.

USDA Gov’t Insp. Pork

crown roast

Custom 
Cut for 

FREE

$299
lb.

Fresh 
SPIRAL
ham

$189
lb.

Sugardale Fresh Bone In
Shank Portion

ham

Just like you Just like you 
made it yourself!made it yourself!

Holiday Catering - Fast & Easy
Meals for 4-6, appetizers and many a la carte options.

Take it easy this year!

Cut Up – No Xtra Charge

43 Somers Road, hampden, MA   413.566.8717   Mon-Sat 8am-6pm NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR 
TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. 
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT 
TO LIMIT QUANTITIES.villagefoodhampden.com  armatasmarket.com Prices Valid 12/21-12/27/23

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

VILLAGE FOOD MART
ARMATA’S MARKET

FRESH MEATS & FESTIVE ROASTS, HOMEMADE BAKED GOODS, DELI PLATTERS & CATERED FOODSFRESH MEATS & FESTIVE ROASTS, HOMEMADE BAKED GOODS, DELI PLATTERS & CATERED FOODS
Order online at www.armatasmarket.com or give us a call at 413-566-8717 or 413-567-5637 

NOW TAKING ORDERS!!NOW TAKING ORDERS!!

$997
LB.

$947
LB. 

$647
LB. 

USDA CHOICE Certified Angus Beef
Top Sirloin

Spoon Roast

$699
LB.

Chicopee Provisions 
Blue Seal

KIELBASA
$579

lb.

Store Made Fresh Daily

GROUND PORK
$399

lb.

Best Yet Frozen 31-40 Ct 1 Lb. Bag

cooked 
shrimp $639

ea.
Best Yet Frozen 31/40 Ct 1 Lb. Bag

raw
shrimp $699

ea.

Armata’s Own Port Wine
or Horseradish

cheese balls $599
lb.

NEW! Grab ‘n Go

Olive Bar $849
lb.

Land O Lakes 16 Oz.

butter $449
EA.

BERRY SALE! Driscoll

Blueberries pint

Raspberries 6 oz or 
Blackberries 6 oz

2/$7
Dole

PIneappleS
Cara Cara

navel
oranges

$299
ea.

$299
ea.

3/$400
ea.

$179
lb.

USDA CHOICE Certified Angus Beef
Semi Boneless

Prime RIb Roast

$1699
LB.

Armata’s Own Made from Scratch

cookie platter
(Serves 10-12)

$2499
ea.

Call to Order!

GROCERY & dairy Specials

holiday Favorites Fresh produce

dELI Deals

2/$7
4 Lbs. Lifegoods Granulated

SUGAR
or 5 Lbs. Gold Medal

flour Philadelphia 8 Oz.

cream 
cheese

$388
EA.

Friendly’s 48 Oz.

ice cream

2/$5Polar 1 L

Seltzers

$649
EA.

Galbani 32 Oz.

ricotta 
cheese

$1239
ea.

Fresh, Wild Caught

SALMON FILLETS

We will be OPEN on
Christmas Eve SUNDAY 

December 24th
8am-2pm

scan here for your holiday 
needs today! quick & easy!

88¢
EA.

Sliced in Our Deli

Prosciutto
di Parma $1499

lb.

Cittero Genoa

salami $799
lb.

$2199
ea.

$2199
ea.

broccoli
crowns
Romaine 
Hearts

European 
Cucumbers 
or Mini Carrots

2 lbs. for

 $300

events and just be there,” Harrison said.
Harrison’s message to attendees was this.
“I feel blessed that you ventured out in this awful 

weather that we had to come and hang out with me, and 
I just appreciate them,” Harrison said.

Residents can catch Harrison on “Mass Appeal” 
again on Dec. 29 for a cooking demo for beef wellington 
and in-person on Jan. 18 at an open house event at Bear 
Mountain in Chestnut Hill, with the meal in the works.

COOKING from page 2

A close-up shot of the chicken marsala meal with 
fettuccine, homemade butter biscuit, garnish and 
mushrooms cooked by Chef Mike Harrison during his 
cooking demonstration at Wilbraham Senior Center on 
Dec. 18. 

A close-up shot of the cannoli desserts Chef 
Mike Harrison made for attendees at his cooking 
demonstration at Wilbraham Senior Center. 

Chef Mike Harrison cuts the garnish as he finishes up 
his cooking demonstration at Wilbraham Senior Center. 

Chef Mike Harrison fills a cannoli during his cooking 
demonstration at Wilbraham Senior Center.

Sourdough Workshop 
to be held at the
Wilbraham library

WILBRAHAM – Baker and food blogger Sour-
dough Brandon will present his Sourdough Starter 
Workshop at the Wilbraham Public Library on Mon-
day, Jan. 22 from 6 – 7 p.m. Attendees will learn how 
to build, maintain, and store a sourdough starter and 
will even receive a free sample to get baking. Online 
registration is required, and space is limited. To reg-
ister, please contact the library at 413-596-6141 or 
visit the Event Calendar at www.wilbrahamlibrary.
org. This free program is sponsored by the Wilbra-
ham Friends of the Library.

Wilbraham Troop 359 
– Bottle & Can Drive
Saturday, Jan. 6

 
WILBRAHAM – Wilbraham Troop 359 will have 

their Bottle & Can Drive on Sat, Jan. 6, 2024, from 8 
a.m. to Noon. It will be held in St. Cecilia’s Church 
parking lot. All donations to Troop 359 provide sup-
port toward camping equipment and supplies, pro-
gram materials, registration and activity fees through-
out the year. People come to the troop’s bottle & can 
drives year after year. The generous community sup-
port and donations are greatly appreciated.

SUPPORT LOCAL JOURNALISM
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SCAN TO 
PLACE YOUR 
CHRISTMAS 
ORDER ➤

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4 • Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3
SALE DATES: 12/21/23 - 12/27/23 • OPEN 12/24 8AM-1PM

RIBEYE FOR 
STANDING ROAST

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CODINO’S MANICOTTI
W/ RICOTTA 4 OZ PAK ..............

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF
TENDERLOIN

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP JUMBO 
16/20 CT, 2 LB BAG ........................ ea

$1799

CUT 
FREE

BEEF SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$989
lb

$888
lb

$199
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

HOTEL TURKEY BREAST .....
USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE TURKEYS ................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

CAPONS ................................

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF FROZEN TURKEYS, 
TURKEY BREAST, DUCKS, GEESE, CORNISH HENS AS WELL AS 
FRESH HAMS & RED MEAT ROAST FOR YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

$499
lb

$499
ea

USDA INSP. CHICOPEE PROVISIONS

BLUE SEAL KIELBASA ........

$599
lb

USDA INSP. YANKEE TRADER

SCALLOP WRAPPED
IN BACON 10 PCS BOX .............. ea

$799

AMERICAN
LAMB LEGS

IMPORTED
LAMB RACKS

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

$1599
lb

WHOLE 
OR HALF

CUT 
FREE

99¢
lb

$599
lb

HOLIDAY APPETIZERS

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLEGIFT CARDS AVAILABLE

$399
lb

HOLIDAY FAVORITES
USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK CROWN ROAST ...

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE

HOLIDAY ROAST
BONELESS PORK LOIN
STUFFED WITH HAM, CHEESE, 
PEPPERS, OLIVES, SPICES .....

$399
lb

$449

USDA INSP.

KAYEM BUDDA BALL 
BONELESS SMOKED 
PIT HAM .........................

$244
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

SMOKED PORK SHOULDER $249

USDA INSP. FROZEN
SKINLESS & SHANKLESS

HATFIELD OLDTIME
HARDWOOD SMOKED
WHOLE HAM ..................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

1/2 SPIRAL HAM ...........
USDA INSP. FROZEN

HAM PORTIONS .............

lb
$349

lb99¢

$129
lb

HOLIDAY HAMS USDA INSP. YANKEE TRADER

CRAB RANGOON 11 OZ BOX .... $499
ea

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

Each winter, fuel assistance 
helps eligible households chal-
lenged by the high cost of home 
heating by offering to pay a portion 
of their winter heating bills. 

At both the Hampden Senior 
Center and Wilbraham Senior 
Center, full-time employees are 
available to help eligible residents 
of all ages through the application 
process. 

If you are struggling to pay 
for heat as the cold season arrives, 
the Valley Opportunity Council’s 
Low-Income Home Energy Assis-
tance Program is there to help, and 
senior center employees can help 
you apply.

The money allotment goes 
directly to the fuel provider and 
not to the individual. The income 
guidelines for fuel assistance for 
Hampden and Wilbraham resi-
dents are as follows. 

For a one-person household, 
the income limit is $45,392. For a 
two-person household, the income 
limit is $59,359.

For three-person households, 
the income limit is $73,326, for a 
four-person household, the income 
limit is $87,294 and for a five-per-
son household, the income limit is 
$101,261. 

Hampden Senior Center
Wendy Cowles, outreach co-

ordinator for the Hampden Senior 
Center, noted that income refers to 
wages, or for retired individuals, 

Social Security, pension, annuities, 
IRAs, stocks, bonds and dividends. 

Cowles stressed that no one 
knows who is on fuel assistance, 
as the information is entirely confi-
dential. She said it’s not a handout 
but rather a helping hand and em-
phasizes that there is a significant 
difference. 

“If you need a helping hand, 
you should look into it,” Cowles 
said. “Goodness, things are very 
expensive right now. If there’s 
something that can help you, ab-
solutely look into it and take ad-
vantage of that. We’ve all needed 
a helping hand at some point in 
our lives, and you take that helping 
hand when you can.” 

Cowles has been at the senior 
center for 14 years and said more 
people are applying for fuel as-
sistance than she can remember. 
She said when you apply for fuel 
assistance, you also qualify for a 
discount on your electric bill. 

“You may get a better rate on 
your oil price if you use oil. For 
people to be able to take advantage 
of that, it can make a huge dif-
ference not to have a heating bill 
through the winter,” Cowles said. 

Applying for fuel assistance in 
Hampden, or Wilbraham, can save 
someone a trip to Springfield or 
Holyoke, home of the VOC. While 
help can be found at the senior cen-
ter, Cowles stressed that you don’t 
have to be a senior to receive as-
sistance.

“I have families I work with 
that I help apply for fuel assis-
tance,” she said. “As long as you 
meet the income limits, that’s the 

factor. That is how you figure out 
whether you qualify or not. If you 
look at that number and you qual-
ify, then you go through the whole 
process.” 

If you live in Hampden, there 
is an emergency fuel fund avail-
able to you. If you are out of oil, 
Cowles said the town can help get 
oil delivered to you. 

“If you need some help with 
your gas bill or your electric bill 
or need some pellets, I strongly 
encourage people to reach out be-
cause we can help with that. We 
don’t want anybody cold during 
the winter months,” she said. 

Cowles said that when people 
come into the center, the staff will 
do whatever it can to help them. 
She reiterated that everyone de-
serves assistance at some point in 
their lives. 

“It comes in different ways. It 
could be lots of different things, 
but it’s just a helping hand. That’s 
what we’re here for, and we’re 
happy to do it. Don’t hesitate. Just 
come on in, and we’ll help you get 
through it,” she said. 

The Hampden Senior Cen-
ter is located on Allen Street, and 
Cowles can be reached at 413-566-
5588.  

Wilbraham Senior Center
Barbara Harrington, social ser-

vices coordinator at the Wilbraham 
Senior Center, encourages resi-
dents to apply for fuel assistance 
if they need it. She noted that if 
someone is homebound, she can 
go to their home to assist in the 
process. 

Harrington urges those in need 
to begin the application process 
immediately. 

“They need to get their appli-
cations in as soon as possible be-
cause (VOC) took on Springfield 
permanently now, so they have a 
lot of (demand). It’s over 3,000 
households together if not more,” 
she said. 

Harrington said that most local 
senior centers will assist you in 
filling out the applications and, for 
individuals in Wilbraham, she’ll 
mail them out. 

“Every senior center does it 
differently, but I try to make it the 
best and least stressful way to fill 
out the application,” Harrington 
said. “I’ll sit down with them and 
make it as easy as possible for any-
body that comes in. It’s a great re-
source.” 

Like Cowles, Harrington 
stressed that the application pro-
cess is confidential; no one knows 
what you are visiting her office for. 

The first time filling out the 
application is the most time-con-
suming because of the informa-
tion required, but for individuals 
who have applied in the past, Har-
rington keeps records, so if there 
are any questions in the recerti-
fication process, she can find the 
answers. 

Harrington also mentioned that 
once an individual is on fuel assis-
tance, they are automatically given 
a discount on their electric bill. 

She says she often hears people 
say that there are others who are 
more deserving of the resource, but 
that isn’t the case. 

“Well, it’s not a permanent sit-
uation. If you’re having difficulty 
this year, you can just come in and 
file for one year. If economical-
ly things are getting better or the 
person’s financial situation is bet-
ter, they don’t have to refile, but if 
nobody uses these resources, the 
funding won’t be there as much for 
the people,” Harrington said. 

Harrington has been in her po-
sition since 2011. Like Cowles, 
she is seeing more applicants than 
ever before. She noted it is hard for 
many people to come and ask for 
assistance because they are right 
on the borderline of being eligible.

“I told them there’s nothing to 
be ashamed of. The resources are 
there and just use them. I’ve gotten 
calls afterwards just thanking me, 
saying it helped them a great deal,” 
she said.

Harrington said it is import-
ant to know that the resources are 
available, that she is available, and 
that residents can call with any 
questions. No question is silly to 
ask, she said. 

She echoed Cowles, saying that 
many people who need assistance 
aren’t seniors, but the senior center 
is still there to help. 

“Today may be a difficult day, 
but the resources are here. Hope-
fully, next year things will be 
better, and you won’t have to use 
them. We’ll do anything to make 
it as easy and convenient as possi-
ble,” Harrington said. 

The Wilbraham Senior Center 
is in Post Office Park, and Har-
rington can be reached at 413-596-
8379. 

Fuel assistance is available via Hampden, Wilbraham senior centers

Also, public hearing 
for Burt Lane pole and 
wire locations

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The Select 
Board moved forward on a draft 
food truck policy for the town 
during its Dec. 18 meeting.

Sue Bunnell was absent this 
week.

During the Dec. 11 meeting, 
Town Administrator Nick Breault 
explained how he made signifi-
cant changes to the policy but be-

lieves “they’re all well still within 
line with what had been previous-
ly approved or at least reviewed” 
by the police, fire, building and 
health departments.

Some of the changes include 
issue dates of April 1 to March 
31 and two types of food truck li-
censes, with fees for each.

An annual food truck license 

for designated locations or events, 
such as the Wilbraham Farmers’ 
Market or Fern Valley Farms 
where vendors frequently go to. 
A temporary food license, mean-
while, would be for one-off events 
including the Hill Climb, events 
going on school district property 
or private events like block par-
ties.

Additionally, for 
annual places, Breault 
proposed a map.

“It can be some-
thing basic that notes 
where a food truck can 
be on a given location 
so that, you know, once 
fire and police take a 
look at it, they’ll have it 
on file as well and if the 
food truck was in a spot 
that was not agreed to, 
they’ll have something 
to say,” Breault said.

This week, after 
Breault confirmed no 
further correspondence, 
Chairman Theresa Go-
odrich thanked him for 
his work in getting the 
policy together.

“I know you spent 
a lot of time, did a lot 
of research and I appre-
ciate your effort,” Go-
odrich said. “I think this 
will, ultimately, help all 
the vendors that bring 
a food truck into town. 
I think this is going to 
make it a very welcom-
ing town to work with 
and to do business in 
and I know that all the 
venues in town will be 
happy to have this as 
well.”

Breault expressed 
his thanks to everyone 
who worked on the pol-
icy and appreciation to 

the vendors for their patience, ex-
plaining how the item has been “a 
long, long process.”

He shared what comes next.
“So, we’re looking, probably, 

to implement, just as it’s outlined, 
with a Feb. 1 maybe with the 
applications and coming to the 
Select Board at some point for a 
February meeting or whatever it 
is to make approvals on that and 
also to reach out to the sites and to 
some of the places,” Breault said.

After Michael Squindo asked 
if a copy of the policy could be 
uploaded to the town’s website for 
interested vendors to look, Breault 
presented this suggestion.

“What I’d like to do is come 
back to the Select Board with that 
document before I actually place 
it up on there, so if I could hold 
off until the January meeting and 
then get that up there just to make 
sure that’s polished,” Breault said.

Squindo and Goodrich agreed 
to the request.

The motion to approve the 
food truck policy as presented 
passed 2-0.

Another highlight this week 
was a public hearing with a peti-
tion from National Grid for pole 
and wire locations for Burt Lane 
#30787303.

The representative provided a 
background on the item.

“The necessity of the pole 
is there’s a new building going 
in at 468 Main St., and this pole 
will serve as a service riser to the 
building. There’s also kind of low 
wires between pole one and two, 
so that’s going to correct that is-
sue,” she said.

After a resident asked a ques-
tion and received clarification 
from the representative, the mo-
tion to approve the petition from 
National Grid for pole and wire lo-
cations for Burt Lane #30787303. 
passed 2-0.

Select Board moves forward on draft food truck policy
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE
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Heidi 
Pafumi

Realtor®

264 N Main St. Unit 12, East Longmeadow, MA

413-687-4339
Heidi.Pafumi@raveis.com

May Your Home 
Be Filled With 

Family, Friends & Joy 
This Holiday Season.

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

On Saturday, Dec. 2, Scouts from Wilbraham Troop 359 gathered to set-up the Wilbraham town manger in 
Crane Park. Photo courtesy of Lorna Lawrence. 

Readers are encouraged to send 
in medium to high resolution 

photos for this page by e-mail to 
dzbierski@turley.com or mail to 

TIMES, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Please note that if you send 
us a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 

background. Examples:
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain.

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Multi-generations of gift 
shoppers…

Shelly Russell (right) of Wilbraham took 
her multi-generational family to the 

Old Meeting House Museum Gift Shop 
to look for historical Christmas gifts 

at the museum’s Dec. 10 Open House. 
From left, Lindsey, Owen and Emily 

Chamberlain and Russell. Museum Vice 
President Karen Geaghan mans the 

counter. Photo courtesy of Charles F. Bennett. 

WMS Robotics Club attended the 2023 FIRST LEGO League Qualifier at Worcester Polytechnic Institute on 
Dec 10. From the left, back row: Hussein Saleh, Mario Garcia Elijah Mathias and Geoffrey Kyei Ohemeng; 
middle row: Zach Senecal, Emmett Shattuck, Jason Cao, Quintis Saviengvong and Ellen DiNino; front row: 
Willis Lam and Liam Shattuck. Photo courtesy of Robotics Coach Samuel Lam

The Strings and Friends fourth through eighth grade students performed at the Festival of Trees in Springfield on Sunday, Dec. 10, between 1:30 – 4 
p.m.   The Festival of Trees is a fund raiser to benefit the Girls and Boys Clubs of Springfield, so these Wilbraham students shared their musical talent 
to benefit the children who attend these clubs in Springfield.  Strings and Friends is led by Denise Gendron, director, and Elaine Holdsworth, founder. 
Photo taken by Marcy Griguoli and shared with her permission. 

On Dec. 12, Polish 
National Credit 
Union presented the 
Wilbraham Senior 
Center with a $15,000 
check towards the new 
building. PNCU will have 
a plaque in the Veterans 
Office. 
From the left – Zaneta 
Grasakis, PNCU 
Wilbraham branch 
manager, Matt 
Villamaino, president at 
Friends of Wilbraham 
Seniors, Inc., Paula 
Dubord, director of elder 
affairs of Wilbraham 
Senior Center and David 
Fernandes, PNCU VP of 
Retail. 
Photo courtesy of Zaneta 
Grasakis. 
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The Strings and Friends fourth through eighth grade students performed at the Festival of Trees in Springfield on Sunday, Dec. 10, between 1:30 – 4 
p.m.   The Festival of Trees is a fund raiser to benefit the Girls and Boys Clubs of Springfield, so these Wilbraham students shared their musical talent 
to benefit the children who attend these clubs in Springfield.  Strings and Friends is led by Denise Gendron, director, and Elaine Holdsworth, founder. 
Photo taken by Marcy Griguoli and shared with her permission. 

At the Saint Cecilia Women’s 
Club December meeting, 

members donated 65 
sweatshirts for adults and 
children to be given to the 

homeless. Also, the club 
purchased 30 poinsettias, 

which members will bring to 
the home bound. Members 
from left are Ligia Guerin, 

club president Jackie Pahl, 
Pat McGranaghan, Ginny 

McGovern, Chris Veale, Mary-
Lou Sanderson and Cheryl 

Wesolowski, club recording 
secretary. 

Photo courtesy of Sue Agnew. 

The Hampden County 
Sheriff’s Department, 
Wilbraham Fire 
Department and 
Wilbraham Senior 
Center worked 
together last week 
to present “Sand 
for Seniors”. The 
sand was donated 
by Hampden 
County Sheriff’s 
Department and 
delivered by the fire 
department. Pictured 
in the photo are 
Patrick Farrow, left, 
and Mathew Walch. 

Photo courtesy
of Barbara Harrington.  

Natalie Jurgen 
spotted this creature 
behind her house on 

Stonegate Circle in 
Wilbraham. 

Photo courtesy
of Natalie Jurgen. 
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LUNCH 
IS ON US! 
We are proud of the culinary experience we 

provide our residents and guests. 
Call 413-758-5377 to schedule your visit!

Contact Mary at 413-758-5377 or  
mdembkowski@cedarbrookvillage.com

73 South Street • Ware, Massachusetts 01082 • CedarbrookVillage.com

INDEPENDENT LIVING

ASSISTED LIVING

MEMORY CARE

WE’D LOVE TO MEET YOU.

You know how sometimes you meet a vivacious 
personality and you just know they’ve got sto-
ries to tell, that’s how I felt when meeting Julia 

Miller.
Julia grew up in Wilbraham after her parents relo-

cated them from their apartment in the Queens.  She 
explained what a culture shock the rural area was and 
the feeling of having their own back yard with trees! 
She remembered her and her mother being baffled 
when a neighbor brought them a ‘Welcome Basket’; 
that had never happened in the city, and decided they 
liked it here. Julia even went on to become a member 
of the Peach Festival’s Queen’s court!

Julia quickly made friends and still maintains many 
of those friendships. She has been married for 22 years, 
and they’ve been blessed with one son. She worked 16 
years for the Connecticut Convention Center but for the 
past two years has been employed as the General Manag-
er at the Bristol Event Center. She’s been involved since 
the beginning planning stages and it actually just opened 
in October.

Julia talked about how she likes buying the coffee for 
the person behind her because one day, as the recipient, 
it totally turned her lousy day into a brighter one. That’s 
exactly what Random Acts of Kindness are all about, 
making a nice difference in someone’s day. She said it 
simply feels good to do something with no expectations 
in return. She went onto explain that a friend had gone 
through surgery so for two weeks brought her meals. 
When the woman acknowledged her appreciation that 
was more than enough for Julia. 

Julia further shared about another friend who faced a 
breast cancer diagnosis.  Understandably, her friend felt 
overwhelmed and each week she sent her a card of en-
couragement. Her friend expressed how those cards were 

the reason she was able to find the strength she needed. 
Julia said it feels good when you can make a positive 
impact somehow, well she certainly did here!

Julia revealed her young son used to question her as 
to why she did nice things for others if she wasn’t going 
to get anything in return but said he’s “getting it” now.  
One of the reasons for that is she incorporated his help in 
a project during COVID. Julia’s husband is a mail carrier 
and during the epidemic for many reasons they worked 
a lot of extra hours. She and her son made up about 60 
bags of items and included notes in them thanking the 
mail carriers for the jobs they were doing, and her hus-
band distributed them. Her husband came home and ex-
plained what an incredible difference those had made for 
the other carriers and how much they were appreciated. 
What wonderful Random Acts of Kindness, spreading 
positivity!

As a manager, Julia tries to help her employees be the 
best they can be and encourages them through open con-
versations how to get there. As a volunteer, she was the 
past president and still maintains a position of the board 
of MPI (Meeting Professionals International) where she 
speaks at colleges and universities regarding the hospi-

tality business. Again, never knowing who will be im-
pacted by her efforts, she believes it’s helping students 
become their best.

She said that her mom is the kindest person she 
knows, and people just show up for her because she 
always shows up for them. She’s proud to walk in the 
footsteps of her mom and hopes her son follows that 
same path.  

Julia also shared with me a pretty delicate subject, 
the realization that her son was being bullied. Steps 
she took once again proved her strength plus what 
an example for her son with how she handled it. She 

eventually felt she wanted to create a post about this, and 
her son thought it was a great commentary. She said she 
had so many positive responses endorsing her actions 
she knew she’d done the right thing by making this hor-
rendous experience known. Her reasoning was to help 
anyone who may be dealing with this type of issue. One 
response that reinforced her decision was, “Your kind-
ness made a difference in my life.”

Her son is now doing wonderfully and because of 
their open communications he was able to ask for help 
when he was at his lowest point.  By Julia and her son 
making this public, they truly have no idea how many 
that post may have impacted and was just a different way 
of doing a Random Act of Kindness.

One of my favorite movies is, “It’s a Wonderful Life”, 
and each year as I watch it during the holiday season, I 
reflect on things. I hope you have wonderful recollec-
tions of the positive impacts you’ve had on others and 
remember that Random Acts of Kindness do make an 
enormous difference.  

If would like to tell me a story about a Random Act 
of Kindness please contact me at bdt514@aol.com or 
413-788-7514.  Who knows, you might see your story in 
this column, ‘Just ‘Cause’ you witnessed, did or received 
something nice being done.  See you next month with 
another Random Act of Kindness!

By Barb Turcotte

Great Decisions 
Discussion Group 
returns in 2024

WILBRAHAM – Registration has begun for the 2024 
Great Decisions Discussion Group, to be held at the Wil-
braham Public Library beginning Feb. 7. Sessions will 
be held in the Brooks Room on Wednesdays from 4-5:30 
p.m. on Feb. 7, 14, 21 and 28, and March 6, 13, 20 and 
27. If any sessions are canceled for snow or other bad 
weather, April 3 and 10 will be used as make-up dates.

The topics from the upcoming series are Mideast 
Realignment, Climate Technology and Competition, 
Science Across Borders, U.S. - China Trade Rivalry, 
NATO’s Future, Understanding Indonesia, High Seas 
Treaty and Pandemic Preparedness.

Great Decisions Groups meet all over the country – 
in private homes, libraries, and other venues to discuss 
selected topics in the area of current affairs. Participants 
can have their opinions tallied in a National Opinion 
Poll, which then gets sent to the White House, members 
of Congress and the national media. This is a wonderful 
program to learn more about what is happening in the 
world and to have your voice heard by people who make 
the decisions.

The Foreign Policy Association, which selects the 
key issues for discussion, publishes a briefing book for 
participants to read in advance so they can be informed 
and ready to engage. Participants can order the book 
from the FPA website at www.fpa.org, or by calling 
1-800-477-5836. A copy of the book will also be avail-
able at the library Service Desk for in-library reading.

Please register through the Events Calendar at www.
wilbrahamlibrary.org or call the library at 413-596-6141.
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SPORTS
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

WEST SPRINGFIELD— 
Minnechaug Regional hockey 
coach Kyle Bousquet was very 
pleased with how his team per-
formed during the first two peri-
ods of last Saturday’s non-league 
match against Belchertown.

Minnechaug, who’s a mem-
ber of the Berry Division, en-
tered the final period with a 5-0 
lead.

Belchertown, who’s a mem-
ber of the Wright Division, bat-
tled back with the help of junior 
Charles Fijal, who recorded a hat 
trick over the final 15 minutes. 
The effort wasn’t quite good 
enough, as the Falcons held on 

for a 5-3 win at the Olympia 
Ice Center in West Springfield.  

“We just didn’t play a complete 
game today,” Bousquet said. 
“A lot of good things happened 

during the first two periods. 
I’m not very happy with how 

Big early lead paces Falcons to win

HOLYOKE – Last Friday 
night, Minnechaug’s offense 
was on full display in a 59-16 
win over Holyoke. The girls 
would avenge a playoff loss in 
last year’s state tournament. Jay-
la Comes had 14 points while 
Elizabeth Wotoywicz had had 
11 points. Nine different players 
would contribute points for Min-
nechaug in the win. The Falcons 
are 2-1 to start the season.

Chaug girls 
pile up 
points

Laila Smith 
heads for the 
hoop.

Kelly Cronin makes 
her way down the 
court.

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande

Alani Botas shoots in traffic.

Elizabeth Wotoywicz makes her way up the court.

Lyric Nelson attempts to pass.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WILBRAHAM — After 
beginning the new season with 
a 76-40 win at Westfield High 
School on December 11, Aga-
wam boys basketball traveled to 
Wilbraham last Friday night and 
came away with a hard-fought 
66-55 victory over the Min-
nechaug Falcons.   

“We’re now 2-0 and we ha-
ven’t played a home game yet,” 
said Agawam head coach Tim 
Sheehan following the Min-
nechaug game. “We did get off 
to a slow start in tonight’s game, 
which is something that we’ve 
done every time that we’ve 
played a game in this gym over 
the past couple of years. This is a 
good quality win for us, but there 
is still a lot of room for improve-
ment.”  

The two boys’ basketball 
teams were members of the Sub-
urban North Division the past 
two seasons.

Agawam is still a member of 
the Suburban North, but Min-
nechaug (1-1), who had won 
the previous three meetings on 
the hardwood by less than ten 
points, moved to the Suburban 
South Division.    

Falcons fall at home to Agawam

Ben Daniels 
attempts a 
shot.

Nick Garib looks to pass.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Miles Fergus 
eyes making a 

centering pass.

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande

Please see HOCKEY, page 16

Please see FALCONS, page 9
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we played in the third period. 
It was a missed opportunity and 
they outplayed us. We really 
should’ve put them away.”  

Even though the victory im-
proved the Falcons overall re-
cord to 2-1, it’ll hurt them in the 
MIAA power rankings. A hock-
ey team needs to win a game by 
at least three goals to earn extra 
points in the ratings.

“We did get the two points 
for the win, but we just didn’t 
maximize our points in the pow-
er rankings,” Bousquet said. 
“One of the ways to maximize 
your points is to have a three 
goal margin. Their third goal 
takes away the differential.”    

The loss gave the Orioles (1-
3) a few extra points in the power 
rankings because they’re a Divi-
sion 4 team and Minnechaug is a 
Division 2 team. 

First-year Belchertown head 
coach Jordan McCarthy wished 
his squad didn’t wait until the 
third period to start playing well. 

“I prefer that we play well for 
the whole game and not just one 
period,” said McCarthy, who re-
placed Derek Chandonnet as the 
Orioles varsity hockey coach. 
“We have a very young team 
this year and it was nice to see 
the players improve during the 
game.”

Seven of the players listed on 
the Orioles hockey roster are ei-
ther eighth graders or freshmen. 

The only three seniors listed 
on the Belchertown roster are 
Caleb Reardon, Caiden St. Lau-
rent, and Chris Wood.        

Fijal also had a hat-trick in 
the Orioles 8-2 win against Mc-
Cann Tech on December 13. 

“We’ve been relying on Fijal 
offensively so far this season,” 
McCarthy said. “We just need to 
have a few other players contrib-
ute offensively.”    

McCarthy coached the wom-
en’s hockey team at Curry Col-
lege, which is in Milton, for five 
years. He was also an assistant 

girl’s hockey coach at Lin-
coln-Sudbury High School.

“I recently moved to the area, 
and I wanted to coach a hockey 
team,” said McCarthy, who’s 
currently the varsity baseball 
coach at Doherty High School 
in Worcester. “Coaching a boys 
hockey team is a little bit differ-
ent than coaching a girls’ team. 
It’s the same game, but it’s a lit-
tle more physical on the boy’s 
side.       

Fijal wasn’t the only player 
to score three goals in last Satur-
day’s game.

Minnechaug senior Gabe 
Tassinari posted his first hat-
trick in a varsity hockey game.

“It was nice to see Gabe get 
his first hat-trick in a high school 
hockey game,” Bousquet said. 
“He’s also one of our captains.”

Belchertown sophomore 
goalie Curtis Wojnas (28 saves) 
made several saves during the 
first few minutes of the opening 
period.

The Falcons, who outshot the 
Orioles,33-14, took a 1-0 lead 
at the 4:58 mark when a shot 
attempt by freshman Nick Gar-
ib deflected off the goalie pads 
and his classmate Ethan Keliher 
knocked the puck into the net for 
his second varsity goal. Senior 
Ben Daniels was also credited 
with an assist on the Falcons first 
goal.   

Tassinari netted his first goal 
of the game on a power play a 
couple of minutes later, which 
was assisted by senior Derek Se-
manie. 

With four minutes remaining 
in the opening period, Tassinari 
stole the puck at the red line be-
fore firing a shot that sailed over 
the goalie’s left shoulder into the 
net for an unassisted goal.  

The Falcons, who also won 
the previous two meetings 
against the Orioles, added two 
more goals during the first two 
minutes of the second period.

Sophomore Enzo Hrycay 

scored his first career varsity 
goal 43 seconds into the second 
period. 

Tassinari completed his hat-
trick with an unassisted goal at 
the 1:45 mark. 

Neither team scored another 
goal during the final 13 minutes 
of the second period.

Minnechaug senior goal-
ie Elijah Arel (11 saves), who 
made his first varsity start, en-
tered the final period hoping to 
post his first shutout.

Fijal spoiled that milestone 
by scoring a goal, which was 
assisted by freshman Gavin Har-
rington, at the 4:20 mark.  

Fijal scored another goal, 
which was unassisted 36 seconds 
later. He netted his third goal, 
which was also unassisted, with 
1:22 remaining on the score-
board clock. 

The Orioles did make it very 
interesting in the third period, 
but they came up a little bit short.

HOCKEY from page 15

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Tuesday Night Commercial
Elks League

PALMER – The Commercial 
Elks League had another week of 
bowling before their holiday party.

The standings as of Dec. 5, 
Life is Good still leads in the #1 
spot with nine wins, two losses 
and one tie. Tied for second place 
is The Champs R Here and Acres 
with each time carrying a 9-3 re-
cord. 

Team BK has a record of 6-6. 
Last in Line has a record of 5-6 
and 1 tie. The winner of round 1 
Compression is 5-7. Blue B’s has 
a record of 3-9. 

The two teams tied for second 
place Acres and Champs R Here 
bowled each other on Dec. 12. 
In game one, The Champs won 
against Acres by a score 413-384. 
John Colkos of Champs R Here 
started off strong with a 114 game. 
Taylor Colkos started off with 109 
and Steve Manolakis bowled 101. 

In game two, Acres won the 
game 386-372. Paul Tereso and 
Dave Cobleigh of Acres were over 
their average and scored 103 and 
100 in game two. In game three, 
Acres won 436-379. Kenny Tru-
del of Acres finished the night 
with a 109 game. Matt Bertelli 
had a strong finish by bowling a 
117. Topping his own teammate’s 
score, Dave Cobleigh finished 
with a 121 game. 

Acres won total pinfall with a 
final score of 1206-1164.  

The number one seed Life is 
Good bowled against Compres-
sion. In game one, Life is Good 
won by a score of 358-327. In 
game two, Life is Good and Com-
pression tied at 341. In game three, 
Compression won over Life is 
Good 373-329. 

Compression won total pinfall 
by a final score of 1041-1028. 

Last in Line bowled against 
Team BK for the night. In game 
one, BK was victorious over Last 
in Line 384-352. Pulling for the 
team was Jeff Whyte and Paul 
Nothe by scoring 112 and 107. In 
game two, BK remained strong 
and won 388-358. Nothe stayed 
consistent by remaining in the 
100s with a 108 in game two. 

In game three, Team BK won 
the last game 369-360. Team BK 
won all three games and total 
pinfall with a final score of 1141-
1070. 

The Tuesday Night Commer-
cial Elks League will be hosting a 
holiday party and banquet the fol-
lowing Tuesday night. The league 
will have a fun night of bowling 
by hosting a random draw doubles 
tournament.  

Thursday Night Mixed League
The Thursday Night Mixed 

League at Diamond Junction 
Bowling Lanes continued with the 
holidays right around the corner.

Team Five bowled against 
Team Three on lanes four and five. 

In game one, Team Three won by 
a score of 382-370. In game two, 
Team Three won again by a score 
of 419-384. 

In game three, Team Five won 
the last game by a score of 419-
382. Team Three won total pinfall 
by a final score of 1183-1173. 

On lanes six and seven, Team 
Six bowled against Team Two. In 
game one, Team Two won a close 
game against Team Six 383-380. 
In game two, Team Six defeated 
Team Two 440-403. In game three, 
Team Two won the last game 401-
389. 

Team Six won total pinfall with 
a final score of 1209-1187.

On lanes two and three was 
a match between Team One and 
Team Four. In game one, Team 
One was victorious over Team 
Four 385-371. Kris Rickson of 
Team One started off the night 
with a 108 game. In game two, it 
was close all game but Team One 
wins another by a score of 427-
425. Rickson bowled 120 in game 
two. 

In game three, Team Four 
won the last game 437-401. Nick 
Maslon of Team Four finished 
with a 102. Rickson finished the 
night with a 115 and three game 
series of 343. 

Teams Four, with a big win in 
the third game won total pinfall by 
a final score of 1233-1213. 

Visit Diamond Junction Bowl-
ing Lanes at 1446 N. Main St. The 
Alley can be reached by calling 
413-289-0013.

T-Birds suffer 1-0 
shutout against Bears

HERSHEY, PA – The Springfield Thunderbirds (14-
9-2-0) could not solve the top-ranked defense in the 
AHL, as the Hershey Bears (22-6-0-0) skated off with a 
narrow 1-0 triumph on Sunday inside Giant Center.

The battle of the Eastern Conference's two best de-
fensive teams lived up to that billing in the opening 20 
minutes, as neither Springfield's Malcolm Subban nor 
Hershey's Hunter Shepard showed nerves in their goal 
crease. Subban had a trio of high-danger denials off odd-
man rushes, including a right-pad kick out on a Jimmy 
Huntington breakaway. Shepard had his own sterling 
saves, including a point-blank snapper from Keean 
Washkurak.

The biggest fireworks of the period came in the form 
of mitts dropping between former T-Bird Dylan McIlrath 
and Sam Bitten less than four minutes into the action. 
The early scrap between two of the toughest custom-
ers in the AHL added a big boost to both benches but 
ultimately did not lead to either team cracking into the 
scoresheet in the first 20 minutes. 

As difficult as it was for the teams to establish in the 
first, it became even more difficult in a second period 
that saw only seven combined shots between the two 
teams, with Subban stopping four Hershey attempts and 
Shepard blocking three Springfield offerings, forcing the 
scoreless draw into a final period. 

The game gave every indication that the first goal 
would be pivotal, and at 5:31 of the third, Pierrick Dube 
finally got on the board for the Bears, blasting a slap-
per that glanced off Subban's left shoulder and squeaked 
across the line just moments before a T-Birds defender 
could get to the goal line to save it.

The winger's 14th of the season proved to be the only 
tally, as Springfield could not dent Shepard the rest of 
the way. Former Bear Jakub Vrana had perhaps the best 
chance to tie the game on a one-timer from the right cir-
cle, but Shepard slid from right to left to deny the chance, 
and Springfield succumbed to their first shutout defeat of 
the season.

The two teams will have a grudge match on Friday 
night inside the MassMutual Center as the T-Birds begin 
a seven-game homestand. Puck drop on Friday is set for 
7:05 p.m. for another Deuces Wild Friday.

Candlepin League News

Ethan Kelliher is pressured near the boards. Brayden O’Sullivan receives the puck 
with the backhand.

Gabe Tassinari takes the wrist shot.
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POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades
New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 • www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,  
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and 

everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

The KEY to your ADVERTISING 
SUCCESS is REPETITION!
Keep your business “Top of Mind” 
by  running on this Spotlight Page 

twice each month. 
Pay for a 2x2 and get the bonus 

quarter page ad FREE! 
Call Jocelyn at 413-575-4197 or 

email: jwalker@turley.com 
to claim this ad spot.

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR
GREAT SERVICE

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm

Sun. closed

2 Convenient 
Locations

413-736-5476  •  parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

Ask about 
special pricing 

for first 
responders

15% OFF 
DRY CLEANING 

when you 
pre-pay!

413-244-1943
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

Affordable Waste SolutionsAffordable Waste Solutions
Your Hometown Provider for 

Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

543-1738
Appointments or Walk-ins Welcome

Hours: Tues.-Fri. 8am-6pm • Sat. 8am-2pm • Closed Sun. & Mon.

Now In Our New Location!
2440 Boston Road, Wilbraham 

(Alpha Oil Plaza)
Appointments & Walk-ins Are Welcome

Men, Women & ChildrenMen, Women & Children

MASSAGE THERAPIST
Lisa Bernardini, LMT
2703 Boston Road
Wilbraham, MA 01095

(413) 222-2147
Now Accepting New Clients
lisabernardini.amtamembers.com Healing Hands

Gift Certificates Available!
Know someone 
who is knotty? 
Give them the 

gift of massage!

HOLIDAY SPECIAL! 
Buy 2 Get 1 Half Off
60 min. Massage Sessions

spotlight
HOMETOWN

WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

VIRUSES AND WORMS AND TROJANS, OH MY!

POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades • New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

POST Computer Systems specializes in:
• PC & Mac Service
• Repairs & Upgrades
• New and reconditioned computers, notebooks/laptops, 
 netbooks, tablets and peripherals
• Small Business Specialists
• Trade-ins, data recovery, networking, wireless setup, etc.

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095

413-596-5177
www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses, home offices, 
family systems, mobile professionals and everyone in between 

is what separates POST from all the rest.

POST Computer Systems, now in its 30th year of service to the 
Western Massachusetts community, owes its continued success to the strength, 

passion and vigilance of its service department.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

Joy & Prosperity
From All of Us

We are so grateful for your continued business 
and support this year.  Thank you, and best wishes 

for a simply wonderful Christmas 
and a very Happy New Year!

WORCESTER – Driving the No. 8, 
John-Michael Shenette will chase the NA-
SCAR Whelen Modified Tour Rookie of 
the Year honors in 2024. When the NA-
SCAR Whelen Modified Tour begins a 16-
race schedule in February at New Smyrna 
Speedway in Florida, Shenette plans to be 
in attendance. It will be the first race in his 
quest to compete in a majority of the rac-
es on the schedule to chase the prestigious 
award.

Formerly based in Thompson, Con-
necticut, Shenette is the CEO of Eighty-
Two Services, a General Contractor locat-
ed in Concord, North Carolina. The team, 
Eighty-Two Autosport, will also contest 
additional SMART Modified Tour and 
Open Modified events when available in 
2024. 

Shenette made his debut on the NA-
SCAR Whelen Modified Tour at Langley 
Speedway in 2023 and finished 12th. He 
also competed in events at North-Wilkes-
boro Speedway and Martinsville Speed-
way prior to the end of the season.

“We’re excited for 2024,” John-Mi-
chael Shenette said. “Last year was about 
putting a car on the track. We struggled 
with a mechanical issue that plagued us 
at all three events and prevented us from 
logging laps. All-in-all, it was a good year 

- we were able to build a great group, add a 
second car and square away all the bits and 
pieces that it takes to run. The NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour is the best of the 
best in modified racing, if not NASCAR 
as a whole. Our team is ready for the chal-
lenge. Chasing the prestigious Rookie of 
the Year award is on our bucket list, but 
we’re also looking for consistency and to 
chase our first career win in Modified in 
2024.”

Shenette was born in Worcester, and 
started racing at 7-years-old at Thompson 
Speedway Motorsports Park’s “Little T” 
track in Connecticut. He’s raced on and off 
his entire life - running in the Pro Stocks, 
Thompson Modifieds, PASS Super Late 
Models, ARTS Trucks, Karts and now 
Tour-Type Modifieds 30 years later.

Shenette and his NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour team, led by crew chief 
Scott Morin and car chief Stephen Rob-
inson, will open the 2024 season at New 
Smyrna Speedway on Saturday, February 
10, as NASCAR opens their 76th season of 
racing. For more information on the team, 
fans are encouraged to follow the team on 
Facebook on their new page, Eighty-Two 
Autosport, for the latest news and informa-
tion, including race day updates. 

Shenette declares for modifieds tour

SPRINGFIELD – Epsilon Iota, the 
Western New England University chap-
ter of Rho Chi Pharmacy Honor Society, 
celebrated the induction of nine out-
standing members from the PY3 Phar-
macy Class at an event held on Thurs-
day, Nov. 16, at the Munich Haus in 
Chicopee.

The Rho Chi Society, established in 
1922, is an international honor society 
dedicated to fostering high scholastic 
achievement, fellowship among students 
in pharmacy, and the promotion of phar-
maceutical sciences.

The ceremony was presided over by 
Marissa L. Ostroff, Clinical Associate 
Professor of Ambulatory Care at West-
ern New England University’s College 
of Pharmacy and Health Sciences. Dr. 
Ostroff, also the Faculty Advisor, served 

as emcee for the event.
The keynote address was delivered 

by Allissa Long, a distinguished alum-
na of Western New England University 
from the Class of 2019. Currently, she 
holds the position of Assistant Professor 
at the University of Saint. Joseph’s. No-
table speakers at the event included Dr. 
John Pezzuto, Dean of the WNE College 
of Pharmacy, and Dr. Ostroff.

Western New England University’s 
College of Pharmacy prepares students 
for their role of “Pharmacist as Educa-
tor.” The cross-disciplinary approach 
to teaching includes the theoretical and 
practical aspects of pharmacy, and also 
promotes the development of leadership, 
professionalism, advocacy, and a com-
mitment to community service.

Cheng, of Wilbraham, inducted 
into WNEU’s Chapter of Epsilon 
Iota Honor Society
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Droops
  5. Subatomic particle
 10. Not in danger
 14. Nursemaid
 15. Black band worn in 

mourning
 16. Long song in opera
 17. Edible seed of a 

Philippine tree
 18. Chicago political 

family
 19. Pursues pleasure 

from one place to 
another

 20. Appetizer
 22. Hill (Celtic)
 23. Simple shoe
 24. Songs to one you love
 27. Secret activities
 30. Upset
 31. Popular hot drink
 32. Body art (slang)
 35. Fired
 37. Blood relation
 38. Identical
 39. Porticos
 40. Partner to cheese
 41. Type of sword

 42. Enough (archaic)
 43. Surface layer of 

ground 
 44. Cotton fabric woven 

like satin
 45. Choose for a post
 46. Father
 47. Tell on
 48. Indian title of respect
 49. Fonts
 52. Fencing sword
 55. Mock
 56. Vaccine developer
 60. Atmosphere 

surrounding a person 
or place

 61. Marten with a short 
tail

 63. Chinese temple
 64. Invests in little 

enterprises
 65. Popular cut of meat
 66. Charity
 67. Iron-containing 

compound
 68. River in Northern 

Europe
 69. One point east of 

southeast

CLUES DOWN
  1. Exhausts
  2. Genus of fish related 

to gars
  3. Impudent behavior
  4. Adherents to Islam
  5. They come after A
  6. Spoke
  7. Room to receive 

guests
  8. About opera
  9. End-blown flute
 10. Heroic tales
 11. Member of a Semitic 

people
 12. Dog’s name
 13. Opposite of west
 21. Political divisions in 

ancient Greece
 23. Ocean
 25. Cool!
 26. Young woman about 

to enter society
 27. One from central 

Caucasus
 28. Indian city
 29. A way to serve ice 

cream

 32. Emaciation
  33. Escort aircraft carrier 
 34. Italian city
 36. Mythical settler of 

Kansas
 37. Unhappy
 38. High schoolers’ test
 40. Measured in pace
 41. Satisfies
 43. Gullible person
 44. Enclosed space
 46. Substance used to 

color something
 47. Shirt type
 49. Discover by 

investigation
 50. __-Castell, makers 

of pens
 51. Semitic Sun god
 52. Grads wear one
 53. French river
 54. Part of a cap
 57. Digestive fluid
 58. Metrical foot
 59. Body part
 61. Very fast airplane
 62. Supplement with 

difficulty

“I’m disappointed in tonight’s re-
sult,” said Minnechaug head coach 
Mike Orzech. “I thought the effort was 
there, but we had too many turnovers 
and missed too many shots in the second 
half.”     

The driver of the bus in the first two 
road games for the Brownies was senior 
guard Colin Smith. He scored a total of 
67 points in the two victories.  

“Colin is a very good basketball play-
er,” Sheehan said. “The difference this 
season is he isn’t forcing his shots. He’s 
letting the game come to him.”   

After scoring 34 points with the help 
of four 3-pointers in the season opener, 
Smith scored 21 of his game-high 33 
points against the Falcons in the second 
half. He scored most of his points in last 
Friday’s contest on lay-ups. He also had 
six steals, five rebounds and two assists 
in last Friday’s game. 

“We played with a lot more energy in 

FALCONS from page 15
the second half than we 
did in the first half,” Smith 
said. “We also made a lot 
more shots. We have a lot 
of very good players on 
this year’s team, and it’s 
been a lot of fun so far.”

Smith, who has scored 
close to 600 career points, 
joined the boys varsi-
ty basketball team as a 
freshman. Sheehan, who 
was previously the boys’ 
varsity basketball coach 
at Granby High School, 
coached Smith for the 
first time the following 
year.   

“Colin has improved 
so much since I began 
coaching him as a soph-
omore,” said Sheehan, 
who had the opportuni-
ty to coach a couple of 
1,000-point scorers at 
Granby. “He’s a senior 
now and nothing ever 
seems to rattle him. He 
still has a lot of room to 
get better. He’s also an 
unselfish player.”    

The duo of junior for-
ward Melih Tomak (13 
points) and junior guard 
Elijah Maldonado (10 
points) also provided a spark offensively 
for the Brownies in the second half.  

The Falcons were led offensively by 
sophomore guard Miles Fergus, who 
scored 13 points of his team-leading 16 
points during the first 16 minutes of the 
contest. Junior guard Gus Przybyl netted 
nine of his 13 points in the second half. 
Junior forward Nate Pace added eight 
points.  

In the middle of the opening quarter, 
an old fashion three point play by se-
nior guard Nick Disa (5 points) gave the 
home team a 9-2 lead. 

The Falcons also led by seven points 
(13-6) late in the first quarter following 
back-to-back lay-ups by senior forward 
D.J. Johnson (6 points) and Przybyl.

Following a steal and lay-up by 
Smith, the visitors entered the second 
stanza trailing 13-8.

Fergus made three 3-pointers in 
the second quarter, which helped Min-
nechaug build a 26-18 halftime lead.  

The Falcons eight point lead slipped 
away like sand in an hourglass, as the 
Brownies scored the first ten points of 
the second half.

“I told the kids in the locker room at 
halftime that our shot selection in the 

first half was pretty good, but the prob-
lem was we didn’t make very many of 
them,” Sheehan said. “We made a lot 
more shots in the second half, and it 
stopped their transition game, which was 
probably the biggest difference.”    

Smith began the comeback by sink-
ing a pair of free throws.

A reverse lay-up by Tomak tied the 
score at 26-26 with 6:10 left in the third 
quarter.

Less than a minute later, Agawam 
took the lead for the first time at 28-26 
when freshman forward Gavin Cruz (4 
points) made a shot while falling to the 
ground in the middle of the lane.

The Brownies entered the final eight 
minutes of the contest holding a slim 41-
40 lead.

The duo of Tomak and Smith com-
bined to score the first twelve points of 
the fourth quarter for Agawam.

With 4:25 remaining in regulation, a 
steal and lay-up by Smith increased the 
Brownies advantage to 53-44. 

Agawam sealed the deal by making 
nine free throw attempts during the final 
three minutes. 

The Brownies players enjoyed anoth-
er bus ride back home.

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande
DJ Johnson goes for the layup.

Nate Pace eyes a free throw. CJ Socha shoots. Gus Przbyl follows through on his shot.
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WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD
The Wilbraham Planning 

Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, 
January 10, 2024, at 5:45 
PM in the Town Office 
Building, 240 Springfield 
Street, on the application of 
Bryan and Christine Stadnicki 
to allow an extension of 
the deadline for a previous-
ly issued Special Permit 
(SP06-05) as required under 
Sections 3.4.2.5 and 4.7 of the 
Wilbraham Zoning By-Law 
for approval of a Flexible 
Nonsubdivision (Estate Lot) 
Plan consisting of single 
building lot (Lot B-4) con-
taining approximately 7.35 
acres of land with 50 feet of 
frontage on Red Gap Road 
and being located on all or 
a portion of land known as 
5V Red Gap Road as shown 
on information on file in the 
Planning Office and posted 
for public viewing on the 
Planning Board page of the 
Town of Wilbraham web-
site at www.wilbraham-ma.
gov/123/Planning-Board. 
Both in person and virtu-
al participation are avail-
able. To participate virtu-
ally go to https://meet.goto.
com/929325397 or call 877-
309-2073 (Access Code: 929-
325-397).

John McCloskey
Chair

12/21, 12/28/2023

WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD
The Wilbraham Planning 

Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, 
January 10, 2024, at 6:00 
PM in the Town Office 
Building, 240 Springfield 
Street, on the application of 
Michael and Christina Pietras 
for a special permit (#SP23-
13) under sections 3.9.2.15 
and 4.10 of the Wilbraham 
Zoning By-Law to allow use 
of a portion (approximately 
900 square feet) of an existing 
detached accessory structure 
(garage/carriage house) at 592 
Ridge Road as an accessory 
apartment, and for amend-
ment of a prior special permit 
(#SP19-06) which prohibited 
use of the structure for living 
space, as shown on informa-
tion on file in the Planning 
Office and posted for pub-
lic viewing on the Planning 
Board page of the Town of 
Wilbraham website at www.
wi lbraham-ma.gov/123/
Planning-Board. Both in per-
son and virtual participation 
are available. To participate 
virtually go to https://meet.
goto.com/929325397 or call 

877-309-2073 (Access Code: 
929-325-397).

John McCloskey
Chair

12/21, 12/28/2023

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD23P2554PM

In the matter of:
Bridget Wallace

Of: Wilbraham, MA
RESPONDENT

(Person to be Protected/
Minor) 

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT 

OF CONSERVATOR OR 
OTHER PROTECTIVE 

ORDER PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, 

§5-304 & §5-405
To the named Res pondent 

and all other interested per-
sons, a petition has been filed 
by 8aystate Wing Hospital 
of Palmer, MA in the above 
captioned matter  al leg-
ing that Bridget Wallace 
is in need of a Conservator 
or other protective order 
and requesting that Nancy 
Godbout of Granby, MA (or 
some other suitable person) 
be appointed as Conservator 
to serve With Surety on the 
bond.

The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is disabled, that 
a protective order or appoint-
ment of a Conservator is nec-
essary, and that the proposed 
conservator is appropriate. 
The petition is on file with 
this court.

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 
a.m. on the return date of 
01/10/2024. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to 
file the written appearance 
if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the writ-
ten appearance by the return 
date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further 
notice to you. In addition to 
filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written affidavit stating 
the specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 
days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 

proceeding may limit or 

completely take away the 
above-named person’s right 
to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed 
at State expense.

Witness, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: December 14, 2023 

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

12/21/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD21P1339EA
Estate of: 

Donald Dorn
Also known as: 

Donald A. Dorn, Sr.
Date of Death: 07/03/2020 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

ORDER OF COMPLETE 
SETTLEMENT

A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement has 
been filed by Cheryl Dorn 
of Hampden, MA request-
ing that the court enter a for-
mal Decree of Complete 
Settlement including the 
allowance of a final account, 
a determination of heirs at law 
and other such relief as may be 
requested in the Petition. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

ob tain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
12/29/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken 
without further notice to 
you.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.

Date: November 27, 2023
Rosemary A. Saccomani

Register of Probate
12/21/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD23P2537GD

In the matter of: 
Bridget Wallace 

Of: Wilbraham, MA
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated 
Person 

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 

FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304

To the named Respond-
ent and all other interested 
persons, a petition has been 
filed by Baystate Wing 
Hospital of Palmer, MA 
in the above captioned mat-
ter alleging that Bridget 
Wallace is in need of a 
Guardian and requesting that 
Nancy Godbout of Granby, 
MA (or some other suit-
able person) be appointed as 
Guardian to serve Without 
Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is incapacitat-
ed, that the appointment of 
a Guardian is necessary, and 
that the proposed Guardian 
is appropriate. The petition 

is on file with this court and 
may contain a request for 
certain specific authority.

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 
a.m. on the return date of 
01/10/2024. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to 
file the written appearance 
if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the writ-
ten appearance by the return 
date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further 
notice to you. In addition to 
filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written affidavit stating 
the specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 
days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 

proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s right 
to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed 
at State expense.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M. Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: December 12, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

12/21/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23C0360CA 
In the matter of: 

Nezhat Khosrowjerdi
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change 

Name of Adult has been filed 
by Nezhat Khosrowjerdi of 
Wilbraham, MA requesting 
that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to: 

Nezhat Khorramshokooh 
Khosrowjerdi

 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appear-
ance at: Hampden Probate 
and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 01/09/2024.

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear-
ance if you object to this pro-
ceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date:  December 12, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

12/21/2023

PUBLIC NOTICES

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Droops
  5. Subatomic particle
 10. Not in danger
 14. Nursemaid
 15. Black band worn in 

mourning
 16. Long song in opera
 17. Edible seed of a 

Philippine tree
 18. Chicago political 

family
 19. Pursues pleasure 

from one place to 
another

 20. Appetizer
 22. Hill (Celtic)
 23. Simple shoe
 24. Songs to one you love
 27. Secret activities
 30. Upset
 31. Popular hot drink
 32. Body art (slang)
 35. Fired
 37. Blood relation
 38. Identical
 39. Porticos
 40. Partner to cheese
 41. Type of sword

 42. Enough (archaic)
 43. Surface layer of 

ground 
 44. Cotton fabric woven 

like satin
 45. Choose for a post
 46. Father
 47. Tell on
 48. Indian title of respect
 49. Fonts
 52. Fencing sword
 55. Mock
 56. Vaccine developer
 60. Atmosphere 

surrounding a person 
or place

 61. Marten with a short 
tail

 63. Chinese temple
 64. Invests in little 

enterprises
 65. Popular cut of meat
 66. Charity
 67. Iron-containing 

compound
 68. River in Northern 

Europe
 69. One point east of 

southeast

CLUES DOWN
  1. Exhausts
  2. Genus of fish related 

to gars
  3. Impudent behavior
  4. Adherents to Islam
  5. They come after A
  6. Spoke
  7. Room to receive 

guests
  8. About opera
  9. End-blown flute
 10. Heroic tales
 11. Member of a Semitic 

people
 12. Dog’s name
 13. Opposite of west
 21. Political divisions in 

ancient Greece
 23. Ocean
 25. Cool!
 26. Young woman about 

to enter society
 27. One from central 

Caucasus
 28. Indian city
 29. A way to serve ice 

cream

 32. Emaciation
  33. Escort aircraft carrier 
 34. Italian city
 36. Mythical settler of 

Kansas
 37. Unhappy
 38. High schoolers’ test
 40. Measured in pace
 41. Satisfies
 43. Gullible person
 44. Enclosed space
 46. Substance used to 

color something
 47. Shirt type
 49. Discover by 

investigation
 50. __-Castell, makers 

of pens
 51. Semitic Sun god
 52. Grads wear one
 53. French river
 54. Part of a cap
 57. Digestive fluid
 58. Metrical foot
 59. Body part
 61. Very fast airplane
 62. Supplement with 

difficulty

Happy New Year!All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 21
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 25-29

for all LEGAL NOTICES...
Early Deadlines

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 28
at Noon for 
Publication 

Jan. 1-5
Happy Holidays!
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙ www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

A DUMP TRUCK
Cleaning out attics, cellars, garages, 
estate cleanouts, scrap metal removal. 
413-569-1611 or 413-374-5377.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

HOUSE 
CLEANING
HOUSE CLEANING

Also cleaning/organizing of base-
ment, garage, shed and finished attics. 
Charge according to job. Free esti-
mates. Call 413-536-3697, David.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING Interior, residential, com-
mercial and new construction, wall-
paper removal, sheetrock and plaster 
repairs. Quality products. Since 1985. 
Free estimates. Fully Insured.  Call 
Brad Forbes at  413-887-1987.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS WANT-
ED Prefer local person. Will train. Lizak 
Bus’ Warren, MA  (413)436-5262

TOWN OF PALMER: CLERK 
BOARD OF HEATH

Duties include responsibility for per-
forming secretarial and general office 
support activities. Work often involves 
public contact and effective coordina-
tion with other Town departments and 
outside organizations. Work requires 
sound exercise of judgment, initiative, 
and discretion based on knowledge 
of administrative or operating policies 
and procedures. For a full job descrip-
tion please go to www.townofpalmer.
com/jobs or contact Nicole Gauthier at 
ngauthier@townofpalmer.com.  
The Town of Palmer is an EOE/AA 
employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

WEST WARREN: 1 BR., off street 
parking, first and last required. 774-
922-0529.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393
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residents to buy from local crafters, noting that there’s 
nothing like receiving a homemade gift that people put 
their talents and effort into. 

“It’s just more personal than the big box stores,” she 
said. “I love to see the people. Sometimes, you see peo-
ple you know, and meeting new people is fun, especially 
when they complement you and are really excited to buy 
(a gift) for themselves or to give it someone else.”

Beth Algie, an organizer, complimented members of 
the church for working together to make baked goods 
and lunches, as well as setting up tables and preparing 
the building for the event. 

Preparations for the craft fair began a year-and-a-half 
ago, which is when Algie began visiting similar events 
locally, speaking to vendors and collecting their business 
cards. By the time of the church’s craft fair, she had cre-
ated a list of about 100 vendors, and many showed up on 
Dec. 9.

Algie was thrilled to see the range of items that were 
on display and available for sale.

“It’s really heartwarming to have such a variety of 
unique things,” she said. “People really enjoy shopping 
and buying their Christmas presents. They find things 
that you wouldn’t find in the store. They’re homemade, 
so they’re good quality.” 

Kelly Lamontagne set up shop on the lower level of 
the church and sold children’s books made by PaperPie, 
geared for babies, children and teens. She was pleased 
to see so many vendors and described the event as a fun 
time for families. 

When asked what makes her excited about selling 
books, she said they make perfect presents and are some-
thing kids can grow and learn with. 

“I’m pretty passionate about family bonding time 

over reading and engaging kids in non-screen activities, 
so our books have an extra interactive element. They’re 
really engaging and break down facts in really simple 
ways that makes learning fun for kids,” Lamontagne said. 

Dyann Pederzani made her way to the craft fair to sell 
designer candy canes, homemade saltshakers and pins 
along with Elizabeth Estabrook and Nikki Maggard. She 
was impressed by the atmosphere at the church and was 
grateful to meet Pastor Kwan Kim. 

“It seems like it’s very locally oriented, a lot of peo-
ple from this church,” she said. “They speak so highly of 
this church, and the new pastor, we’ve heard such good 
things about him. I guess he’s bringing in a lot of young 
people. He came around and thanked us.”

Crafter Susan Nieves sold a variety of toys and 
clothes for pets. As someone who works from home, she 
was ecstatic to get out and meet new people. 

Nieves stressed that craft fairs aren’t just about sell-

ing; they’re about making others happy. 
“A lot of people just love what they do; I love what I 

do and love getting out. They’re so many people, and it’s 
just nice to meet them,” she said. 

FAIR from page 1

Susan Nieves sold a variety of pet toys and clothing at the 
craft fair at the Federated Community Church on Dec. 9. 

From left, Elizabeth Estabrook, Dyann Pederzani and 
Nikki Maggard sold homemade items at the Winterfest 
Craft Fair on the second Saturday in December.

Diane Stimpson sold homemade aprons, hot pads, 
placemats and hanging towels at the Dec. 9 craft fair in 
Hampden. 

Turley photos by Dalton Zbierski
Mariellen Guidetti sold handmade Christmas trees, decorated and stained in 
polyurethane at the craft fair in Hampden on Dec. 9. 

In addition to original paintings, Carol Adamski-Maggi sold refrigerator magnets, gift 
jars and Christmas cards at the Federated Community Church’s Winterfest Craft Fair. 

The Federated Community Church hosted a craft fair on 
Dec. 9.

At the Dec. 9 craft fair, Jennifer Egerton represented 
Tastefully Simple, a women-owned company out of 
Minnesota.

wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com
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CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

RELIABLERELIABLE
DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

HOME REMODELING

413-783-1101 • www.CummingsFloor.com

• Kitchen & Bath 
   Remodeling

• Windows, Decks, 
   Flooring & More

Call for An Appointment

HOME ENTERTAINMENT
THE MOST DEPENDABLE 

STREAMING 
SYSTEM 

FOR MOVIES & TV SHOWS 

THE MOST DEPENDABLE STREAMING SYSTEM
FOR MOVIES AND TV SHOWS

Unlimited TV, 
movies and 

sports!

Cut the cord 
and tell Cable 

you got a 
better offer

Watch what you want, when you want!
Call Jim at 413-391-2345

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

566-2916
Evening & Weekend Appointments Available!
Billy Bond - The Area’s #1 “Go To” Septic Guy!

Fully Insured • Family Owned

Hampden Septic
Pumping • Installation • Title 5 Inspections • Perc Tests

LUMBER & FEED

HEATING & COOLING

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING SERVICES

439 Main St., Suite 4, 
Indian Orchard

413-306-5916 

24 Hour Emergency 
Service

JUNK REMOVAL

Magnet P.I.
Your Junk Collecting Man!
Get Rid of ALL your junk at a reasonable price.

Even the Tough Stuff!
Boilers, hot Water Tanks, Oil Tanks, T.V.’s, Monitors, 
Mattresses, Pools, Hot Tubs, Tires...We take it all!
Call Doug at 413-455-4397

For Your Interior And Exterior Living Spaces!
84 Hubbard St., Ludlow • 413-583-3472

Mon- Fri 7:30am -5:00pm; 
Sat 7:30am – noon; closed Sunday

CABINETRY
DOORS  •  WINDOWS  

DECKING
ROOFING

AND MORE  ...

Receive Academic Excellence 
Award from state Association 
of School Superintendents 

WILBRAHAM – John A. Provost, 
Ed.D., Superintendent of the Hamp-
den-Wilbraham Regional School District, 
is pleased to announce that Minnechaug 
Regional High School Seniors Siena 
Dansereau and Katja Wurm, have been 
selected to receive the Massachusetts As-
sociation of School Superintendents Aca-
demic Excellence Award.  

This award is given to high school stu-
dents who have distinguished themselves 
in the pursuit of   excellence during their 

high school careers. Siena’s current GPA 
is 4.83. She was Captain of the Varsity 
Volleyball Team this past fall season. Si-
ena is a member of The National Honor 
Society Emerald Key Chapter, Student 
Council and co-founder of the Women in 
STEM Club. Siena plans on attending a 
four-year college for engineering.  At this 
time, she is leaning towards a career in 
chemical engineering. 

Katja’s current GPA is 4.76. She is 
Vice President of The National Honor So-
ciety Emerald Key Chapter, President of 
the International Club and Peer Mentors. 
Katja’s future plan is to major in English 
and Science to pursue a career as a sci-
ence journalist.  

Photo courtesy of Minnechaug Regional High School 

Siena Dansereau and Katja Wurm 
earn state recognition
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SERVING 
WITH  

HONOR

We are proud to serve those who served.
Thank you, veterans, for your service.

SKILLED NURSING | SHORT-TERM THERAPY

DENNIS LOPATA, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR • 413.596.3111 
2399 Boston Rd. • Wilbraham, MA 01095

LifeCareCenterofWilbraham.com 14
89

07

Dennis Lopata, Executive Director

413-596-3111
LifeCareCenterofWilbraham.com

2399 Boston Road
Wilbraham

Phone 596-5088 
or 596-8809

Fax 596-8802 
MandarinWilbrahamRest.com
2571 Boston Rd.

Wilbraham

JAPANESE & CHINESE CUISINE 1 Crane Park
Wilbraham

(413) 279-3303
Open Tuesday – Saturday
Closed Sunday & Monday

Electrolysis & 
Laser Hair Removal 

cleanslatehairremoval.com 
TRACY WALENCE

Licensed Electrologist & Laser Tech
2 Allen Street, 2nd Floor

Hampden
413-566-1477

Clean Slate

www.scentedgardengifts.com 
The Wilbraham Shops

2341 Boston Road
Wilbraham

413-599-1717

15 Railroad Avenue
 Wilbraham

413-596-6535 

New England 
Promotional 
Marketing
15 Main Street

Wilbraham
1-800-334-1260
www.nepm.com

Alpha Oil 
Company, Inc.
2440 Boston Road

Wilbraham
596-4583

Twin Palm PC
2442 Boston Road

Wilbraham
413-279-1675

www.twinpalmpc.com

My Life, 
My Passion, 

My Love!
www.karengeaghanphotos.com

413-537-3001
Texting Welcome

Karen Geaghan
PHOTOGRAPHY

•

95 Post Office Park
Suite 9506
Wilbraham

413-596-1613
trombleybp.com 

85 Post Office Park
Suite 8524
Wilbraham

596-6992
trombleyassociates.com

85 Post Office Park
Wilbraham, MA

413-596-2593

Personal & 
Commerical 

Insurance
Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network®, Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment

Adviser. Fixed insurance products and services are separate from and not offered through Commonwealth Financial Network.

535 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056 413.589.1500 
1252 Elm Street, Suite 28, West Springfield, MA 01089

www.PVFinancial.com

We at PV Financial are thrilled to announce
that we’ve been named 2022 Super 60 Award

winners which recognizes the success of one of
the fastest-growing businesses in the area.

PV is a three time winner of the Super 60 Award

The 2022 Super 60 Award recognizes local companies based on their percentage of recent revenue growth or
total revenue growth for the last year. It is not specific to financial services and does not imply an endorsement,
recommendation, or reflect the performance of the Advisor. For more information, visit https://bit.ly/3UNJ67I
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599 East Street
Ludlow

www.lusofederal.com
(844) LUSO-FCU

IRT-4395H-A 

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

You're retired. 
Your money 
isn't.

Are your retirement 
accounts following 
your investment 
strategy? Call or email 
me today, and let's 
make sure you're still 
on track.

Christopher O'Connor 
Financial Advisor
2141 Boston Rd Suite G 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 
413-596-6875

CHRISTOPHER
O’CONNOR

Financial Advisor
2141 Boston Road

Suite G
Wilbraham, MA 01095

413-596-6875

2133 Boston Road

Wilbraham
LandmarkRE.com

84 Hubbard Street
Ludlow, MA

413-583-3472

Lumber & Feed 
Company

C.A. SMITH

mtviewhampden.com
25 Allen Street
Hampden, MA
413-566-5376

HAMPDEN
SEPTIC

566-2916

Pumping • Installation 
Title 5 Inspections

Perc Tests
PAT WHEWAY

413-478-1166
patwheway@gmail.com
www.whewaygroup.com
Licensed in MA, CT and FL

CCOONNTTAACCTT  UUSS  TTOODDAAYY!!  

PPaatt  WWhheewwaayy——441133--447788--11116666  

ppaattwwhheewwaayy@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  

WWwwww..wwhheewwaayyggrroouupp..ccoomm  

LLiicceennsseedd  iinn  MMAA,,  CCTT  aanndd  FFLL  

##11  TTEEAAMM  IINN  WWEESSTTEERRNN  MMAASSSS..  

granite, wall colors, flooring. 

Call to see your next home! 

      ONLY A FEW LOTS LEFT! 
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PPaatt  WWhheewwaayy——441133--447788--11116666  

ppaattwwhheewwaayy@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  

WWwwww..wwhheewwaayyggrroouupp..ccoomm  

LLiicceennsseedd  iinn  MMAA,,  CCTT  aanndd  FFLL  

##11  TTEEAAMM  IINN  WWEESSTTEERRNN  MMAASSSS..  

granite, wall colors, flooring. 

Call to see your next home! 

      ONLY A FEW LOTS LEFT! 

 

757 Main Street
Wilbraham, MA
413-596-4002

RICE 
FRUIT
FARM

route20barandgrille.com 
2341 Boston Road
(Rt. 20) Wilbraham

413.279.2020

Happy
Holidays

FROM ALL OF US
TO ALL OF YOU!

Thank you for making our 
whole year brighter with your 
visits and for your continued 
trust in us. We wish you joy,
peace and abundance today

and all year!

December 21, 2023
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Dr. Mary Chalino DMD has joined our clinical team as a full time Associate Dentist. Dr. Chalino 
completed a rigorous one-year advanced General Practice Residency (GPR) at Yale New Haven 
Hospital, focusing on medically complex cases and performing full mouth rehabilitation procedures 
in the operating room. She completed rotations in General Anesthesia and Internal Medicine as well.

Her dental training was completed at Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, where she 
served as Vice President of her class. She received her B.A from Wesleyan University in Middletown, 
CT, double majoring in Biology and Neuroscience & Behavior.

Dr. Chalino is well-versed in all aspects of dentistry, including Restorative, Endodontics, and Oral 
Surgery. She devotes close to 100 hours of Continuing Education per year to advance her clinical skill 
set. She travels across the US to attend seminars on full mouth rehabilitation and advanced treatment 
planning. She is a member of the American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry (AACD), American Academy 
of General Dentistry (AGD), and American Dental Association (ADA). She is an active member with the 
Massachusetts Dental Society, and currently serves on the Health and Wellness Committee.

Outside of dentistry, Dr. Chalino is married to her husband, Joey, and lives in Central MA. She 
has visited almost 30 countries and is fluent in Arabic. She loves puppies, barre workout classes, and 
long road trips.

Dr. Chalino is passionate about providing positive dental experiences. We are excited by her 
dedication to the patients she serves, the breadth of talent and precision she brings to dentistry, and 
our shared engagement with professional development. We look forward to our collaboration and 
ongoing commitment to providing the highest standard of dental care.

For an appointment with Dr. Chalino, please call 413-279-2016

Dr. Christopher J. Root DMD MAGD and team welcome

Dr. Mary Chalino DMD

70 Post Office Park
Suite 7006

Wilbraham, MA 01095

www.wilbrahamdentalassociates.com

413-279-2016
Hours:

Mon., Tues., Wed. 8:00-5:00
Thurs. 12:00-8:00

Best Wishes for the Holiday Season 
& a Happy, Healthy New Year! 

from all of us at 
Wilbraham Dental Associates


