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Toy © rive

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Members of the Hampden Police Department and Hampden Fire Department pose with Edna Rodriguez, director
of Brightside for Families and Children and director of Behavioral Health for Mercy Medical Center and Brightside,
and Santa Claus with the many toy donations received during this year’s Toy Drive.

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Hampden Po-
lice Association and the Hampden
Fire Department hosted a toy drive
to support local families and Bright-
side for Families and Children.

The toy drive ran from Dec. 2
through 14, with the community
dropping off new, unwrapped toys
at the police station, fire station and
Monson Savings Bank.

On Dec. 14, the toy drive culmi-
nated in a Stuff the Cruiser/Fill the
Fire Truck event outside Bethlehem
Church from 1 to 4 p.m.

Santa Claus also stopped by
from 2 to 3 p.m. to hear what chil-
dren wanted for Christmas, with the
children receiving free candy canes

and firefighter hats.

Reserve Police Officer Todd
Schneider explained he, Ofc. Wil-
liam Jacques and Sgt. Thomas Yvon
got together for the event--now in
its second year-- and the three of
them wanted to support Brightside.

“This is fantastic support. We
did not expect to go over a cruis-
er,” Schneider said. “Last year, we
did it just in the fire station with no
Santa and we were able to fill up all
the tables in the training room with
toys and then those were delivered.
This year, we decided that because
of all of the attention we got from
the town and the support that we
got from the town, we decided to
partner with Brightside before the
event. That way, we knew where the
toys were going to go and who we
would be helping out.”

Schneider said teaming up with
the fire department came together
after the Public Safety Night Out in
October.

“Through that partnership--at
the end of it--I mentioned that we
were going to be getting into a toy
drive and they absolutely jumped
on board with great support here
and they brought two fire trucks,
two apparatus, six people. It’s been
awesome,” Schneider said.

On choosing Brightside, Schnei-
der said a friend reached out to him
about needing a place to go with
toys and mentioned the organiza-
tion.

“They do so much for the fami-
lies that they take care of. Not only
the families of the sick that are at

Please see TOY DRIVE, page 22

Reed Honored
with Gold Cane

By Patricia Sullivan
Correspondent

Submitted photos the Reed Family
Frank L. Reed, Jr., with three of his five children. From
left: Loring K. Reed, Frank L. Reed, Jr., JoAnn Reed Novak
and Jay Reed.

WILBRAHAM—Frank L. Reed, Jr., Wilbraham’s old-
est citizen, was recently recognized with the town’s Bos-
ton Post gold cane. Reed will turn 104 on December 23.

The gold-headed ebony cane, first bestowed upon
Wilbraham’s oldest male resident in 1909, is on perma-
nent display at the Wilbraham Senior Center. Reed was
presented with a plaque to celebrate his longevity and
years of residence in the town on October 29, 2024.
After nearly 80 years of living in Wilbraham, Reed es-
pecially loves the sweeping views of the valley—from
Westover Air Reserve Base to Bradley International Air-
port—that he sees from his home on the mountain. The
higher, the better, he says.

Upon receiving the gold cane, Reed shared his person-
al wisdom on living well for more than a century: Don’t
get over-stressed. Walk everyday and watch your weight,
he advises. He does not smoke, but enjoys one cocktail a
night.

Reed was born in 1920 and raised in Palmer, Mass.
During World War II he served in the U.S. Army Air Force
as a pilot. After the war he married Jean Kempton—also
of Palmer—in 1945 and moved to Wilbraham to be closer
to the family business.

The Reeds built their first house at 14 Merrill Road in
Wilbraham. While residing there, they had all five of their
children: Loring K. Reed, JoAnn Reed Novak, Jeffrey C.
Reed, Jennifer Reed Marshall and Jay Reed.

The family moved to Ridge Road in 1965.
The family business, Utility Manufacturing on Boston

Please see REED, page 7

Wilbraham United Church hosts Annual Holly Fair

By Hannah Yeasley
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - The halls of
Wilbraham United Church filled
with holiday shoppers on Satur-
day, Dec. 14 for the 14th Annual
Holly Fair.

Over 80 local vendors set up
booths, selling everything from
jewelry and homemade head-
bands to flavored marshmallows
and homemade maple syrup.

The Fair began at 9 a.m. and
ran until 3 p.m. In addition to
shopping options, there was also
live music, hot food, raffle items
and the highly anticipated Cookie
Walk.

Upon entry, guests were
greeted by the volunteers behind
the raffie table, where they could
purchase tickets and drop them
in one of over 80 baskets. A vast

majority of the winnable items were donated
by vendors that had booths at the fair.

Guests also received a paper directory that
laid out which booths were in which rooms;
the Fair used all three floors of the church, as
well as rehearsal spaces and the large perfor-
mance hall.

Signs were posted in hallways and stair-
wells, directing shoppers to food, shopping or
the Cookie Walk.

The Cookie Walk is a huge draw for the

Please see HOLLY FAIR, page 23

Photos Courtesy of Chrissy Plumb
The group of Cookie Angels working the
Cookie Walk. From left to right: Judy Marek,
Nan Bernard, Chrissy Plumb (back), Sandy
Harris, Candy Dearborn, Jo Miner, Poppy
Nelson, and Gail Lima. Some were there to
take money and tickets, others were there to
keep the cookies organized, and others’ jobs
were to tie off the boxes with a cute ribbon
bow once they were full. All of them are WUC
members.
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MRHS students participate in Hands-Only CPR Training

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Students at Min-
nechaug Regional High School had the op-
portunity to take part in Hands-Only CPR
training on Dec. 2.

The training, which took place at the
high school, was in collaboration with
the fire department, HWRSD Director
of Health Services Jennifer Puhalski and
HWRSD Nurse Care Coordinator Amy
LoMascolo, with 179 juniors and seniors
in total learning CPR.

Other life-saving skills the students
learned included Stop the Bleed, choking
and Narcan.

Fire Capt. and Fire and Life Safety Ed-
ucator Patrick Farrow was thrilled with the
students participating, stressing the impor-
tance of this training.

“Taking the short amount of time to
learn hands-only CPR is an investment
in the safety of those around you at any
moment. It’s a small effort that can play a
major role in someone’s survival during a
cardiac arrest event,” Farrow said.

Michael Orzech, a teacher and depart-
ment chair at Minnechaug for Physical
Education and Health, shared Puhalski and
LoMascolo approached him last year about
running CPR, AED and Narcan awareness
training for the seniors.

From there, the three of them met with
the Coordinator of Patient Simulation at
Springfield Technical Community College
and Wilbraham Firefighter/Paramedic Jef-
frey Witek to come up “with a game plan
to conduct this training with all second-se-
mester seniors.”

“This year we met in the fall and made
some adjustments and the WFD and dis-
trict nurses were able to provide more staff
so we were able to present this important
information to 179 junior/senior students
on Dec. 2,” Orzech said.

Photos courtesy of Patrick Farrow
A close-up shot of a Minnechaug
Regional High School student learning
CPR.

Orzech added the training will occur
again in the spring for the second-semester
juniors and seniors, hoping students under-
stand the impact of the training.

“The importance of this training is that
whether you are a high school student or
an adult, you gain the understanding of
what it takes to potentially save someone’s
life with confidence,” Orzech said. “I'm
very grateful to the WFD, Amy and Jen for
bringing this important training to our stu-
dents here at MRHS.”

Witek explained how Hands-Only CPR
is a campaign through the American Heart
Association.

“It is not a full CPR course, but a short
presentation focusing on two steps; Call
911 and perform chest compression. The
HWRSD Nursing Department and the
Wilbraham Fire Department have expand-
ed the program to include AED awareness,
choking first aid, Opiate overdose signs
and symptoms and evacuation and exit
awareness,” Witek said.

Witek said the fire department--through

RICHARD R. GREEN
Insuamnca/‘iganqy Inc.

May Your Hoildays

Be Merry & Bright!
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32 Somers Rd.
Hampden, MA
566-0028

Fax: 413-267-3496
Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

www.richardgreeninsurance.com
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Monson, MA
267-3495

A group photo of juniors and seniors at Minnechaug Regional High School, members of

the Wilbraham Fire Department

A Minnechaug Regional High School
student performs CPR during the Hands-
Only CPR Training at the high school on
Dec. 2.

the Fire Prevention and EMS divisions--has
a goal of reaching 1,000 community mem-
bers every year with this training.

“Early CPR improves survival out-
comes in patients in cardiac arrest. When
we reach a large group of young people,
we empower hundreds of community
members to act in a crisis. This program
increases the chance that in the event
someone in our community suffers from a
cardiac arrest, early and effect CPR will be
delivered,” Witek said.

On what he enjoys about doing the
training in the community, Witek shared
this.

“Any program that allows us to get out
and interact with the public is enjoyable.
The fire department is involved with Com-
munity Risk Reduction beginning with fire
and life safety programs at the elementary
schools all the way to Senior Safe educa-
tion. When we see the education applied
out in the community it is extremely re-
warding,” Witek said.

For LoMascolo, it’s all about teaching
and sharing important information.

“As nurses, Jen and I felt it was very
important to provide this potentially
life-saving information to as many stu-
dents as possible. Being able to collaborate
with the WFD was critical to the success
of the program and allowed the students to
break into small groups and practice their
skills and ask questions of the nurses and
WED,” LoMascolo said. “Our hope is that
the students will now feel empowered and
more likely to help in an emergency situ-
ation.”

Puhalski added awareness is key.

“I think we all agree that one of the
greatest outcomes of this collaboratively
led interaction with students is to promote
an increased awareness of the student’s
surroundings and to be better prepared
to handle potential life-threatening situa-
tions,” Puhalski said. “Although the train-
ing we provided was not designed to certi-
fy students, we emphasized the importance
of CPR certification and offered resources
to help them achieve it.”

Puhalski expressed her gratitude to the
fire department along with the school dis-
trict for their support.

“We are so lucky to have the support
and collaboration with the Wilbraham Fire
Department and Minnechaug teachers and
administration,” Puhalski said. “We hope
to keep building on this.”

Witek wants the community to know
the CPR training at Minnechaug “is suc-
cessful and well-received by the students
and parents,” encouraging others to take
part in future training and to get certified.

“We are always looking for ways to
grow and program to best benefit the stu-
dents. We anticipate this collaborative will
continue to be successful for years to come
and all juniors and seniors will have the
opportunity to participate,” Witek said.
“We encourage anyone interested to seek
out a full CPR course, which can be found
online.”

CORRECTION:

In our Dec. 12 story on Macy’s Mission, it was brought to our attention that there
was a mistake with Macy’s last name. It was misspelled as Felt when, in actuality, the
correct spelling is Feit. We apologize for the error.

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

75 Post Office Park
#7507, Wilbraham
413-675-7570

www.mypoportho.com

100% locally owned and operated
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WMS supports children in need at 14th

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Students at Wilbraham Middle
School stepped up once again to support children in
need for the 14th Annual Pajama Drive.

This year, the middle school collected over 100
pairs of pajamas for distribution to children in the
Springfield Housing Authority. Also, in partnership
with Scholastic, each child received a book with their

new pair of pajamas.

The drive began after Veterans Day and ran

through Dec. 10.

The drive originated through sixth grade English
Language Arts teacher Stacy Dwyer and, since its in-
ception, several thousand pairs of pajamas have been

collected.

Annual Pajama Drive

Dwyer retired from WMS last year, with the staff
stepping up to keep the drive going.

Bright and early on Dec. 13, students and staff gathered
in the lobby with the donations as they met with Lynne Cimi-
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no of Springfield Housing
Authority, who thanked ev-
eryone for their continued
support.

The students then assist-
ed Cimino in bringing dona-
tions to her car.

Cimino stressed the im-
portance of literacy.

“Show me a family of
readers, and I will show you
the people who move the
world,” Cimino said.

Paraprofessional ~ Lisa
McDiarmid ~ shared  that
drives like this help students
understand there are people
in need in the community.

“It’s just a great way to let
children here know that there
are children who never worn
a pair of pajamas or don’t
have a book or a new book
that belongs to them,” Mc-
Diarmid said. “I think once
you promote reading, it just
helps with everything. The
younger you expose children
to the written word, the better
success they will have later
in their scholastic life or in
their everyday life. Reading
menus, reading directions,
reading anything. Reading

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers

Students and staff from Wilbraham Middle School pose for a
group photo with their pajama donations from the 14th Annual
Pajama Drive.

anything is very important.”

McDiarmid was thrilled with the donations.

“I’'m pleased that we got that many and Lynn is also very
pleased,” McDiarmid said. “That’s all that matters that we
help and this is the season of giving to those less fortunate.”

Reflecting on the drive itself, McDiarmid expressed pride
for the students coming together and donating.

“It brightens your day,” McDiarmid said. “They step up.”

Also, how the drive instills values of community service
and giving back.

“I think it’s a great platform to think beyond yourself be-
cause, especially in this age of students, it’s all about me. It’s
me, me, me,” McDiarmid said. “Well, it is about you, but you
have counterparts that don’t have the life that you have. So, 1
think it’s up to us to tell them there are less fortunate people
out there.”

Elaborating on this, McDiarmid recalled when her family
was driving downtown when her kids were really little and
her son pointed out an apartment complex.

After telling her son that people live there when he asked,
her son said, “Where do they ride their bikes? Where do they
play catch with their dad?”

“That just struck me as we’re so cloistered in this well-to-
do community that, sometimes, we forget that there’s a life
beyond us just down the road a couple miles,” McDiarmid
said. “So, I think it’s important to let them know there are
people out there that are much less fortunate than you are, so
be happy that you are fortunate.”

McDiarmid added the giving back won’t stop here, with
a food drive planned for January or February to support local
food banks post-holiday season.

“So, we’re going to try and do that,” McDiarmid said.

McDiarmid wants the community to know that “when it
comes down to it,” they--the students--help and are happy to.

“When we tell them why we do this and why it’s import-
ant, I think they open their hearts as well, which is important,
again, to think beyond yourself,” McDiarmid said.

Your Retirement is /iterally
Right Around The Corner

Located in Post Office
Park, Wilbraham

« Helping clients live
their best financial life
since 1965

« Accomplished, Friendly
and Professional

D

o Contact us for a
no-fee consultation

Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through
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THE BEST FRESH FOR
YOUR HOLIDAYS!

Spectacular

Poinsettias
“Not Just Red”
Perfectly Packaged

FANTASY BLUE
Glittered & Glamorous

All Sizes & Colors In
Decorative Containers Too!

BEAVTIFUL FRESH
FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS
With Long Lasting Evergreens

Featuring Cardinals
& Candles
BOXWOOD TREES
GOURMET GIFT BASKETS
Ready For Pick Up or Delivery
Call 413-589-7071

New England Specialties
Italian Gourmet Baskets
Snack Attacks, Wine Baskets
CHOCOLATE LOVERS
Breakfast Bonanzas
Entertainments & MORE!

LAST DAY TO ORDER
CHRISTMAS
BAKERY & HOLIDAY

CATERING ORDERS
Thursday, December 19th

GLUTEN FREE
Holiday Foods

Fresh & In Our Freezer Section
Great Selection of Fruit Pies,
Cupcakes, Cheesecakes & MORE

UNIQUE
CHRISTMAS CANDY

& SPECIALTY FOODS
To Fill Your Stockings!

Craft Beers, Holiday Wines
& Champagnes

MIX & MATCH -~
Buy 6 Bottles Save 10%

GREAT SELECTION!

Villa Jolanda Holiday Prosecco, Gliihwein,
Cranberry Wines From Hardwick & Truro

© © 0 0000000000000 00000000000000000 0000

RANDALL'S GIFT CARDS
The Perfect Holiday Gift!

FOR NEW YEAR'S
CELEBRATIONS
* Holiday Food *

Call to Order 589-7071
ALWAYS FRESH AT

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071 » www.randallsfarm.net
Open Christmas Eve 12/24 7AM-5PM
Closed Christmas Day
Open New Year’s Eve 7AM-6PM
Closed New Year’s Day
OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM-8PM

Find us on and
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VFW Post 9397 hosts Cookies with Santa

Santa Claus with his elf helpers: Abigail (Left) and Isabel (Right) McElroy.

crafts.

Dorothy McElroy Hands out cookies and

Wesley McElroy and Marie LeMoine
helped out at the event and gave out hot

chocolate.

All of the families are having a great time at the Cookies
with Santa Event, the first ever at the VFW Post 9397 in

Hampden.

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

HAMPDEN - On Dec. 14,
the Hampden Auxiliary and
VEW Post 9397 held their first
ever Cookies with Santa event.

)
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At the VFW, which stands
for Veterans of Foreign Wars,
children made little foam crafts
of Christmas animals and also
enjoyed hot chocolate and cook-
ies as well as a visit from Santa
Claus.
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The VFW worked in part
with the Hampden Auxiliary.
The auxiliary organized the
crafts and snacks, while the
VFW organized Santa’s arrival
and the presents that he gave out
to the children.
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Carrie Joseph signs the registered families into the
event, welcoming attendees to Cookies with Santa.

At the front of the event was
the registration, where Carrie Jo-
seph helped cross off the names
of registered families. She is the
president of the Auxiliary of the
Hampden VFW Post and this is
her third year as president.

“'m so excited
just to spread the
cheer of the holi-
day season,” Joseph
said.

In regards to the
VEW, Joseph said
this.

“The VFW is an
important organiza-
tion which does ser-
vice to our veterans
in our community.
And it’s a great or-
ganization,” Joseph

said.
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the Christmas cheer
for the day.

“I used to be a
part of the Ameri-
can Legion down in
Texas, and we used
to have things for
kids for Christmas
time and I noticed
that last year when

antities. I came to the Christ-

Turley photos by Noelle Hisgen

Santa arrives at the VFW Post 9397 in Hampden.

mas party, it wasn’t really geared
towards kids,” Dorothy McElroy
said. “So, I actually talked with
my president like why don’t we
do something that is geared to-
wards the kids? So, she talked
with the Commander and it’s
here.”

“I always love doing these
things, so I'm happy that we can
put this on and we’re looking
forward to putting it on again
next year,” Wesley McElroy said.

Marie LeMoine, the VFW
Auxiliary, was in attendance as
well. She was providing cook-
ies, presents, and hot chocolate
as well as taking pictures of all
the kids.

“It’s a community and an
effort to provide this opportuni-
ty for kids and their families to
see Santa. It’s a free party so to
speak, and to see the smile on
the kids faces and the excitement
right down to the hot chocolate
and marshmallows which they
go crazy with, but they’re really
enjoying themselves and I think
it’s great for the parents too,’
LeMoine said.

The star of the show was the
big man himself: Santa Claus
stopped by and let children take
pictures with him, who also told
him what they wanted for Christ-
mas, and then Santa and his elf
friends gave them a little toy as
a gift.

“I wanted to see all the kids
right before we go into getting
ready to deliver the toys,” Santa
said. “This is the first time that
I've heard that this VFW has
done this and I hope they do it
again next year and we get a
whole lot more people next year.

Please see GOOKIES, page 5
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Turley photo by Kristin Rivers
Bruce Tomaso, an AARP TaxAide Volunteer through
the AARP TaxAide Foundation, provides information to
attendees on filing taxes.

Presentation provides
seniors information
on filing taxes

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The senior center held a tax pre-
sentation on Dec. 12 on what seniors need to know
about filing their taxes ahead of the coming tax season.

The talk, hosted by AARP TaxAide Volunteer Bruce
Tomaso, provided information on a variety of topics
including filing state and federal tax returns, who must
file and who should file, federal and state benefits for
seniors, The Circuit Breaker refundable credit and the
AARP TaxAide Free tax preparation service.

Tomaso told attendees the senior center is where
people can, also, have free appointments for tax prepa-
ration, with those kicking off in early February.

On Jan. 2 at 8 a.m., names will be taken by the
senior center and those who sign up will be contacted
with an appointment time after the schedule is made.

Spots are limited.

Tomaso explained that he got into volunteering at
the AARP TaxAide Foundation through his wife, who
had seen information from the district coordinator in
2010 about looking for volunteers.

From there, she was interested and connected and
recruited him when a question about the tech side
came up.

“It’s a community of volunteers,” Tomaso said.
“It’s folks that either have been involved with taxes in
their professional life or become interested in doing
taxes in their retired life. It works out extremely well,
but we could always use more volunteers, especially in
our little chunk of the world here.”

Tomaso stressed with other topics he brought up
such as brokerage statements and Social Security ben-
efits that “these are the things you have to be attentive
to.”

“Particularly, when it’s coming to grips with wheth-
er I have to file a return or don’t have to file a return.
That was the principal focus,” Tomaso said.

Tomaso appreciated the engagement and questions
attendees asked throughout the presentation.

“It was pretty good, actually. People talked about
things that were on their minds and I made a few sug-
gestions,” Tomaso said.

Tomaso hopes the presentation also provided infor-
mation on the free tax preparation service available to
seniors.

“I don’t care whether it’s $100 or $200 or $300,
whatever it is when they can have it prepared for noth-
ing, especially people who simply cannot afford (it),”
Tomaso said. “We have a very specific focus and we
try to maximize everything for seniors that we can.”

For Tomaso, it’s his first time doing a presentation
like this.

“My thought was just to help people get to a place
where they’re more comfortable when they do go to
get their tax returns done, whether it’s here or some-
where else,” Tomaso said.

Tomaso hopes attendees took away something pos-
itive about approaching the tax filing process.

“There’s a fear factor, there’s always a fear factor.
People are confused, they get all these documents in,
what do I have to do,” Tomaso said. “The electronic
phase of it doesn’t impact them, it impacts us.”

Tomaso wants the community to know there are re-
sources available to answer additional questions they
may have.

“You should get a host of information on what’s
available. Even the IRS offers some direct free service.
There are parameters who can avail themselves of that
service, but it’s there for them,” Tomaso said.

To learn more about tax filing, visit IRS.gov and
search for “Help for Seniors.”
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Payton April Ziemba

March 13, 2024

Parents: Zachary & Jaqueline Ziemba, Wilbraham
Grandparents: Debbie & Jim Ziemba, Ludlow
Lisa Benoit, Ludlow
Great Grandparents: Maryanne Cierpial, Chicopee
Barbara Lanzarotto, Chicopee
Ronald & Margaret Benoit, East Longmeadow

Zander Stone
October 14, 2024

Parents: Nick & Jenn Stone, Hampden

COOKIES from page 4

This is a great event to bring the families together and
have some cookies and cocoa with Santa.”

It was a great morning for families to come togeth-
er, make crafts, have some sweets and see Santa before
Christmas time. It was a great way to bring some holiday
cheer at the VFW.

The VFW would like to thank the Hampden Parks
and Recreation Department for coordinating with them
and helping gather the registrations so that they can have
a successful event.

LOCAL KETONE
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF
Retail Prices

Page 5

Brixton Michael Malone

January 8, 2024
Parents: Ryan & Melissa Malone, Wilbraham
Grandparents: Bob & Ann Blanchard, Chicopee
Eddy & Debbie Malone, Ludlow

Leandra Maimaron
March 26, 2024

Parents: Jonathan & Lindsey Maimaron, East Longmeadow
Grandparents: Gary Giacomoni, Wilbraham
Thom & Wanda Merola, Enfield, CT

ROBERTS ROOFS

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate e Copper e Architectural Shingles e Gutters
Historical Restoration e Flat Roofing
Snow Removal
Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

Support the
local businesses
that support your
local newspaper.

Let them know you saw
their ad in the

Wilbraham-Hampden Times
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The last of the autumn questions for the Garden Lady

Lori, a reader of the column, wrote in with
this question for the Garden Lady: “T put my
garlic cloves in three weeks ago and they have
sprouted! The variety is a German White hard-
neck. Will they come back in the spring?”’

Thank you for your question! It is not un-
common for garlic to send up shoots when fall
weather is warmer than normal, much like ours
has has been.

Typically, the shoots survive the win-
ter just fine, and will resume growth come
spring time. To be on the safe side, I would
mulch around your plants with straw or
chopped up leaves to provide some insu-
lation.

Once spring arrives, pull back the
mulch and provide some fertilizer that is
nitrogen rich to give the shoots a boost. A
sprinkling of blood meal, fish emulsion, or
composted manure would all do the trick.

Push the mulch back in place; it will
help to keep weeds down. Garlic hates
competition in this arena.

Early on, ample water and nutrients make
the big fists of garlic we all want to see at har-
vest.

Hardneck garlic is typically the garlic
grown in our area. Unlike softneck garlic, it
needs the cold to complete it’s life cycle. It has
fewer, but larger cloves.

Cloves from hardneck garlic are more pun-
gent than softneck, but don’t last quite as long
in storage. Softneck don’t grow stiff scapes as
stems but have leaves that at harvest can be
braided together to make a nice kitchen dec-
oration.

Often you will see these garlic braids for
sale at craft shows or in catalogs.

Michele, who gardens in Ware, has a ques-
tion about tidying up her hydrangea bushes.

“The flowers at the tips of the branches of
my blue hydrangea bushes have all browned
and look unappealing. Some of the leaves
are hanging on too. Altogether it’s not a pret-

ty sight. Can I cut down the branches to the
ground? In effect, cleaning up the plant by the
easiest way possible? It will sprout again when
spring arrives, of that I’'m sure.”

I know exactly what you are talking about.
From where I am writing, I can see my own
hydrangea and it looks just as “pretty” as yours
sounds!

Rest assured that the leaves will fall off. The
flowers, on the other hand, will stick around
awhile. Wind and wet weather will eventually
cause them to degrade and fall away from the
plant.

If you don’t want to wait that long, feel
free to cut the flower heads, and just the flower
heads off. You see, most hydrangeas bloom on
old wood.

Newer varieties — those bred in the last 20
years or so, often bloom on both new wood
and old wood, so you’d never really want to
cut them all the way down because you would

be missing out on an opportunity for flow-
ers to form. In case you don’t follow my
logic, flowers can form on the new growth
the plant puts out in the spring, and the old
growth from the previous year. Lots of
gardeners remarked about what an amaz-
ing year it was for hydrangeas. So many
flowers!

We attribute that to a mild winter last
year and ample rainfall. I’'m uncertain
what the droughty fall will do, if anything,
to next year’s show.

I also wonder if hydrangeas put on a
banner year one year, if the following year
will be sparser because they are in recov-

ery mode? Iknow it happens that way for fruit
trees, my Asian pears for example, but not cer-
tain if it works the same way with flowering
shrubs.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 33 years she has
held the position of staff horticulturist at Old
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a question for her?
Email it to pouimette @turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the subject line.
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To the Editor:
Dear Friends,

As 2024 comes to a close I
want to thank the many 100’s of
Wilbraham residents, businesses,
and residents in surrounding com-
munities for their very generous
donations to our Capital Fund-
raising Campaign to support our
new Senior Center and Wilbraham
Seniors. In March we set a goal
to raise to raise $750,000 and as
of today we have received over
$900,000 in donations, pledg-
es, and in-kind donations! This

speaks volumes to your support
to help our Seniors. On behalf of
the Friends of Wilbraham Seniors,
Inc. thank you very much!

Of this, I'm pleased to report
nearly $700,000 has been spent
or allocated. This includes sup-
porting certain initial construction
aspects of the new building, all
fixtures, furniture and equipment
inside the Senior Center like ta-
bles, chairs, tv monitors, exer-
cise equipment, desks, cabinets,
benches, kitchen utensils, outside
patio furniture, billiard tables, and
bocce court, plus financial support

for various Senior Center pro-
grams including the new Memory
Cafe, Sarah Fidler Concert, ex-
ercise and art classes, and more.
All of this would not have been
possible without your thoughtful
and caring contributions to the
Friends. You made this happen.
Thank you.

While we reached our initial
goal, we are continuing to raise
funds for unexpected expenses
that is not uncommon for a new
project like this. In addition, we
plan to support new and expanded
programs that support our Seniors.

In fact, if you have any thoughts in
this area, please let me know.

In closing, I also want to thank
our 7-member Capital Fundrais-
ing Committee and 8§-member
Board of Directors for their te-
nacity and dedication, for without
their participation, this would not
have been possible.

Thank you.

Matt Villamaino, Wilbraham
President, Friends of
Wilbraham Seniors, Inc.

Election letters to the

editor welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times welcomes
readers to participate in this year’s election campaigns
by writing letters to the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from local residents
endorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing cam-
paign issues should be sent to Wilbraham-Hampden
Times, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer,
MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to kriv-
ers@turley.com. Please include a daytime telephone
number for verification purposes (it will not be print-
ed). Letters must be received by noon Monday to be
considered for that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack
letters will be printed. No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy will be printed. If the
volume of letters received is larger than the space
available in the newspaper, or if the letters become
repetitive, the newspaper reserves the right to print a
representative sample. No endorsement letters will be

printed in the last edition before the election.

For more information, call the editor at 413-283-

8393.
Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the newspaper
plans to print stories about contested races for Con-
gress, state Senate, state House, district attorney and
Governor’s Council during the weeks leading up to
the election, as well as a question-and-answer voters
guide. In order to ensure fairness to all candidates, no
political press releases will be printed, nor will report-

ers cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact advertis-
ing, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in Wilbra-

ham-Hampden Times.

PATRICK H. TURLEY
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President

DEANNA SLOAT
Graphics Manager

Turley?)

Publications, Inc

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume
liability for the loss of photographs
or other materials submitted for
publication. Materials will not be
returned except upon specific request
when submitted.

Editorial
Policy

Letters to the editor
should be 350 words or less
in length. No unsigned or
anonymous opinions will be
published. We require letter
writers to include his or her
town of residence and home
telephone number. We must
authenticate authorship pri-
or to publication. We reserve
the right to edit or withhold
any submissions deemed to
be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations,
personal attacks, defamation
of character and offensive
language. All unknown or
alleged facts and quotations
offered by the author need
to cite credible, unbiased
sources. Send letters to:
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times, 24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to
413-682-0013 or via e-mail
to krivers@turley.com. The
deadline for submissions is
Friday at noon.

Correction Policy

The TIMES will gladly
correct factual errors that
appear in this paper and
can be substantiated. Cor-
rections or clarifications will
always appear on the edito-
rial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in
an e-mail or mailed commu-
nication to the editor at the
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hamp-
den TIMES is published ev-
ery Thursday by Turley Pub-
lications, Inc. One year out
of town subscriptions are
available at $45, out of state
$50 by calling 800-824-6458
Ext. 201. The deadline for
submission of news material,
letters to the editor and pho-
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The
TIMES is not responsible for
submitted photos.
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Submitted photos the Reed Family
Frank L. Reed, Jr. in 2012 with three of the cars he hand-
constructed.

REED from page 1

Road, custom makes cold-drawn brass pinion steel rod and wire.
These precision parts have a wide array of applications, including
automotive, electrical, aerospace, and computing,

One of Wilbraham’s oldest businesses, Utility Manufactur-
ing was started by Reed’s father, Frank L. Reed, Sr., in 1930. The
original building at 2443 Boston Road was expanded over the
years to accommodate its growth. Frank L. Reed, Sr. ran the com-
pany from 1920 until his death in 1965. Frank L. Reed, Jr. took
over as president in 1965. His three sons, Loring, Jeffrey and Jay,
were successively brought into the business over time. The com-
pany is now owned and operated by a fourth-generation Reed.
While not at Utility Manufacturing, Reed could be found in his
workshop. Over the years, he hand-constructed three airplanes, four
sports cars and a motorcycle.

His fondest memories of moving to Wilbraham were how friend-
ly and welcoming the residents were. The biggest change he has
noted over the years is how much the town has grown—from fewer
than 4,000 residents when he arrived in 1945 to more than 14,000
people today.

The Reed family has grown too. In addition to his five children,
Reed has 14 grandchildren and 22 great-grandchildren.

Says Paula Dubord, Director of Elder Affairs for Wilbraham,
who recognized Reed with the town’s Boston Post gold cane:
“Frank is a long-time, hard-working resident of Wilbraham who ran
a very successful business and raised his kids here. He epitomizes
Wilbraham. Who could be more fitting to receive our golden cane?”

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

Page 7

Selectboard holds discussions on
Water District Connections

Editor’s Note: The Hamp-
den Selectboard did not meet
on Dec. 16 and are scheduled
to meet next on Dec. 23. So this
week we bring you a story from
last week’s meeting.

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Select-
board discussed Water District
Connections during their Dec. 9
meeting.

Town Administrator Bri-
an Domina explained he sent
out three items to the Board of
Health listing the addresses that
are currently testing for PFAS,
have already been connected to
the water district, are currently
testing and have no detections
found and ones that have detec-
tions dated May of this year.

“My original question was-
-and John (Plaster) and I had
discussions about this--was who
should we make an offer for the
town to hook up. That was our
original question,” Domina said.

Domina said in further dis-
cussions he and John Plaster,
chair of the Board of Directors
for the Water District Commis-
sion had that day, was that “the
testing isn’t limited to PFAS.”

“Except for nine of these,
these addresses are tested for
other chemicals, contaminants,”
Domina said. “So, the only way

HOMETOWN

SPOTLIGHT
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Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

POST Computer Systems specializes in:

PC & Mac Service
Repairs & Upgrades

New and reconditioned computers, notebooks/laptops,

netbooks, tablets and peripherals
Small Business Specialists

Trade-ins, data recovery, networking, wireless setup, etc.

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses, home offices,
family systems, mobile professionals and everyone in between
is what separates POST from all the rest.

POST Computer Systems, now in its 30th year of service to the

Western Massachusetts community, owes its continued success to the strength,

passion and vigilance of its service department.
2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177
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VIRUSES AND WORMS AND TROJANS, OH MY!

that we relieve ourselves of
those testing costs are if a private
well is no longer used for drink-
ing water. Our original thought
when John and I were talking
about this was could we just
hook up those who have PFAS
detections, but the answer to that
is no because it won’t save us on
testing costs because it’ll still be
required to test.”

Domina added how nine ad-
dresses were added to the water
district in January to test for
PFAS only, with three of them
having detections.

“Meaning that there’s six,
in theory, we don’t necessarily
have to hook up,” Domina said.

Chair Don Davenport asked
this.

“So, the money that the
Town meeting voted for, that’s
the hook of everybody?”” Daven-
port said.

Selectboard member John
Flynn replied yes and added this.

“But the question you also
have is some people don’t want
to be hooked up and does that
mean that we have to keep pay-
ing the cost to test them,” Flynn
said. “I mean, do they have that
option.”

Selectboard member Craig
Rivest thought that was a ques-
tion the board had for MassDEP.

“When we had our water dis-
cussion meetings, (the question)
was if these people don’t want
to be hooked up when we’re
offering to hook them up to re-

mediate a big contaminant con-
cern, do they need to, now, sign
a waiver absolving the town of
any liability because they don’t
want to be part of that solution?”’
Rivest said. “And then at that
point, are they responsible for
the testing?”

“Or are we forced to offer the
other solution of filtering, which
would be enormously expen-
sive,” Flynn said.

Rivest stressed how
need to offer a solution.”

“We’re offering a solution,”
Rivest said.

“Right, but are we obligated
to offer a solution?” Flynn said.

“No, I don’t think so. I think
we need to come up with the
solution. We have a solution
which is the district expansion.
The town has voted for the solu-
tion,” Rivest said. “If a resident
doesn’t want to be part of the
solution, then I feel like they
need to sign a release.”

Flynn agreed.

“Is there something we can
get? Dan has moved on unfortu-
nately to another job and I think
Tom is now maybe taking over.
Can we get them to give us the
definitive answer?” Flynn said.

Rivest said, “The last we
heard, we didn’t have any guid-
ance from them on that” and
again stressed his earlier recom-
mendation on the release.

Plaster said one idea that was

“We

Please see BOARD, page 8
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B OBITUARIES

Death
Notices

Rosemary Kalloch,
of Wilbraham

died December 6, 2024.

Services are under the
direction of Wilbraham
Funeral Home

David W.
Manning, DMD
Longtime Wilbraham
resident, died Decem-
ber 4, 2024.
Wilbraham Funeral
Home is in charge of
the arrangements

Patricia A. Stoeber,
of Wilbraham
died December 11,
2024.
Wilbraham Funeral
Home is assisting the
family.

Wilbraham-Hampden Times

OBITUARY

POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice listing
the name of deceased,
date of death and
funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid
Obituary, costing
$225, which allows
families to publish
extended death notice
information of their
own choice and may
include a photograph.
Death Notices &
Paid Obituaries
should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made
only when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

Patricia H. Madden
September 8, 1946 — December 11, 2024

WILBRAHAM - Patricia H. Madden, age 78,
passed away at home on Decem-
ber 11, 2024 surrounded by her
loving family. She was born in
Ludlow on September 8, 1946
to the late Michael and Helen
(Warzecha) Dvorchak.

She was a graduate of Lud-
low High School. Pat was a
57-year member of St Cecilia’s
Women’s Club and along with
her late husband Larry they
coordinated numerous church
celebrations and auctions. She worked in sales, mar-
keting and customer service positions over the years
at Janlynn Corp., Halmar, Lechmere and the Ludlow
Boys and Girls Club.

She opened her own silkscreen business, K&K
Lettering, in 1978 and helped establish the Madden
Insurance Agency with whom she was a partner with
her daughter Karen for over 35 years. Pat enjoyed
playing and watching basketball and also enjoyed
going on many trips to see the Red Sox, Celtics and
Duke Blue Devils. She was the matriarch of the fami-
ly in every sense, she hosted every holiday and would
make sure when anyone left, they would not leave
without a care package.

Pat loved playing cards with her family, especially
pitch, where she really impressed Steve who will for-
ever be her partner. She loved collecting stamps and
coins and especially spending time with her Gand-
puppy, Sadie.

Pat enjoyed the simple things like a good meal and
great company. Her love of crafts was extensive in-
cluding knitting, scrapbooking, cake decorating and
sewing which she shared with her daughter, Kathy.
Her happiest times were spent with her family at the
National Seashore at the Cape. She loved to spend
hours riding the waves, watching the surfers and the
spectacular sunsets.

Pat leaves her two daughters, Karen Madden of
Wilbraham and Kathleen DeMorris and her husband
Stephen of Wilbraham; one brother, Robert Dvorchak
of Arizona and many nieces, nephews, cousins and
in-laws. She was predeceased by her husband Lar-
ry Madden who passed away in 2019; two brothers,
Michael Dvorchak and Tom Dvorchak and one sis-
ter, Evelyn Pilon. The family would like to extend
our heartfelt thanks to Legacy Hospice and Baystate
Wing ICU for all their compassionate care.

A Funeral Service will be held on Sat, Dec 14,
2024 beginning at 8:30 a.m. at Sampson Chapel of
the Acres, 21 Tinkham Rd. Springfield with a Mass of
Christian Liturgy at 10 a.m. at St. Cecilia’s Church,
42 Main St. Wilbraham. Burial will follow at Gate
of Heaven Cemetery. Visiting Hours will be held on
Friday, Dec 13, 2024 from 4 to 7 p.m. at the funeral
home.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Leg-
acy Lifecare VNA & Hospice West, 770 Converse St.
Longmeadow, MA 01106, St Jude Children’s Hospi-
tal, 501 St Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105 or the
Wounded Warrior Project, P.O. Box 758516, Topeka,
KS 66675.

Wilbraham Men’s Glee Club to
Begin Rehearsals

WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham

will continue each Monday thereafter

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

Men’s Glee Club, accompanied by Mar-
cia Jackson and conducted by Ray Dru-
ry, will begin rehearsals for the 2025
concert season on Monday evening,
Jan. 6, at Christ the King Lutheran/
Episcopal Church at 7 p.m. Rehearsals

until 2 concerts in late April/early May.

While no audition is required, all in-
terested should be able to “carry a tune”
attend the majority of rehearsals, and be
able to pay a nominal fee at the first re-
hearsal to cover the cost of sheet music.

Benches * Statues
Plot Maintenance

413-589-7564 Office

Monuments
Bronze Plaques
On-Site Lettering “* Restorations

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.

Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

Custom Design Work
Cleaning “* Markers “ Vases

Cemetery Signage “ Granite Signs

201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 < www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com
413-589-7588 Fax

413-531-5360
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[talian recipes come to life at
the Wilbraham Public Library

By Amanda Munson
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - “What’s your favor-
ite recipe?” Meeting up on the Wednes-
day of every other month, members of the
Cookbook Club at the library made and
shared selected dishes from the month’s
selected cookbook.

This month, participants chose “The
Tucci Cookbook™ by Stanley Tucci and
started with the entrée and ended with a
tasty dessert on Dec. 4.

Assistant Director Mary Bell of the li-
brary shared her beginnings at the library
and background of the Cookbook Club.
She also talked about starting programs
up again after the pandemic and the dif-
ficulty of getting the word out of these
events.

“When I was the adult services li-
brarian, when I did the programming,
that is one of the things I started doing
a few years back. There were several li-
braries nearby that held Cookbook Clubs
or something similar. We organized it so
that every other month we would meet,
we would have one cookbook that every-
one checked out and selected a recipe to
bring in and share. It was really great,”
Bell said. “We had a dedicated group but
then the pandemic happened. We couldn’t

meet and a lot got cancelled. Now it’s
coming back with renewed interest in it.
We haven’t gotten back the numbers since
2019, people have expressed interest in
the last couple months but couldn’t make
it in December. I am hopeful in the new
year we will have a slightly larger group.
It’s hard with only a small number of peo-
ple to really explore the different recipes.
That would be our hope at the library.”

Reflecting on her career, Bell shared
this.

“I started as a page 25 years ago, I've
been in this position since December of
2017, almost seven years now. I like so
many things working here. The biggest
thing is working with people and getting
them connected to books and resources
that are just what they need. That is prob-
ably true to when I was a page to what I
am now. That is what I like to do,” Page
said.

Members of the Cookbook Club were
found in the Brooks Room, provided with
ample space and a small kitchenette, par-
ticipants were able to talk freely and share
a meal together. On Wednesday evening
members were able to taste stuffed piz-
za, arugula salad with parmesan cheese,
vegetable torte, and tropiano biscotti. The

Please see ITALIAN, page 9

Baystate Health and Wellpoint

Reach Agreement

New multi-year contract
protects patients’ access to
affordable, high-quality care

SPRINGFIELD - Baystate Health and
Wellpoint have reached a new multi-year
contract that maintains patients’ access
to the doctors and nurses they know and
trust. This means that Wellpoint members
will continue to have access to all Bay-
state Health hospitals, facilities, doctor
offices, convenient care, and ancillary ser-
vice centers as well as its affiliated physi-
cians through Baycare Health Partners on
January 1, 2025 and beyond.

“We are extremely pleased to have
reached a new agreement with Wellpoint
and ensure continued access for health
plan members to the care they receive at

BOARD from page 7

floated around was around if there’s no
detection.

“We kind of answered that ourselves
that the problem still exists. They’re not
affected by it but the problem is still
there,” Plaster said. “So, it’s kind of a
Board of Health issue and if someone de-
cides they don’t want to hook up and take
part of a solution, we’re not liable on my
opinion. But, that’s up to the lawyers to
make that (decision).”

Rivest shared how in DEP’s eyes, “ei-
ther we test or we filter or find an alternate
water source.”

Flynn said that’s true.

“But, then when they sell the place a
year later and the new owner says, ‘No, I
want to be hooked up,” Flynn said.

“Well, that would be on their deed dis-
closure,” Rivest said.

After Flynn said it would be worth
reaching out to DEP again for another
meeting, Plaster agreed.

If someone refused to install, Domina
thought what they would do for the proj-
ect is “we would tap the main and install
a stub and put a curb stop for future con-
nections.”

“So, the question becomes in what
happens--testing aside, whether we have
to do it or not--the theory is that the town
is allegedly liable for the contamination

Baystate Health and our affiliated physi-
cians through Baycare Health Partners,”
said Peter D. Banko, President & CEO
of Baystate Health. “From the beginning,
our mutual goal was to ensure we contin-
ue to meet the needs of our patients today
and in the future and protect their access
to essential services in Western Massa-
chusetts.”

“We worked tirelessly to come to
an agreement that preserves access to
high-quality, affordable care at Baystate
Health for Wellpoint members,” said Da-
vid Morales, general manager of Well-
point. “We are pleased that our longstand-
ing partnership with Baystate Health will
continue promoting preventive care and
supporting the whole health of the indi-
viduals our organizations serve across the
Springfield region.”

because it comes from the landfill. Now,
people could have no detects now, but be-
cause (of) the water cycle and groundwa-
ter, they could have detects in the future,”
Domina said. “And the question is, what’s
the liability of the town at that point?”

After Rivest said, “I think we absolve
that by hooking all the connections up,
right?”, Domina responded yes.

“In my opinion, the Board of Health
has the ability to for people who don’t
have portable water to order them to get
portable water whether infiltration or a
system,” Domina said. “But, for those
who have no detects, I don’t know what
authority the town has to force them to
hook up. I don’t think that we can say,
‘Well, just so we can be relieved of these
testing costs, you have to hook up.” I don’t
think the Board of Health has that author-
ity.”

After returning to the original ques-
tions before them, Domina summed it up
this way.

“If the answer is we’re going to send
this letter out to everybody to offer them
to hook up, then we have our answer for
tonight and we can move forward with
that,” Domina said.

After the discussion, it was later clar-
ified the bid for this was opened on Dec.
12.

More on this as it develops.
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On the left, Lydia Brady, Roz Forty, Molly Brady and Lynn Z. proudly show their
cookbook creations.
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“THE GOOD FOOD PEOPLE"

USDA Gov't Insp. Armata’s
Whole Peeled Beef

TENDERLOIN

Custom Cut
for FREE

S10°%

Decorated by the WPL staff, the library has trees and
wreaths sprawled out around the building to spread
holiday cheer.

ITALIAN from page 8

page number corresponding with the recipe was written
down just in case anyone liked the recipe enough to rep-

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
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A closeup of the tropiano
biscotti made from
scratch, paired well with a
hot cup of coffee.

Turley photos
by Amanda Munson

www.armatasmarket.com

Qi.« Armata's Market

USDA Gov't Insp. Pork

CROWN ROAST
3%

The cookbook club covered “The Tucci Gookbook” by
Stanley Tucci, where members were able to explore
mouthwatering Italian recipes.

NOW TAKING ORDERS'"!

FRESHIMEATS & FESTIVE ROASTS, HOMEMADE BAKED GOODS, DELI PLATTERS & CATERED FOODS

413-566-8717 413-567-5637

USDA CHOICE Certified Angus Beef
Semi Boneless

PRIME RIB ROAST

19%

licate at home.

When asked about Bell’s favorite cookbook, she
spoke highly of the book that only uses one pan. “It’s
called ‘Dinner in One’ by Melissa Clark, it’s become my
go-to. I borrowed it from the library and requested the
book for my birthday last year. I've been regularly cook-
ing from that and trying new recipes. My meal today was
a couscous with eggplant dish, it was really good. It’s
also only in one dish so less cleaning!” Bell said.

Reflecting on her years at the library, the one aspect

USDA Gov't Insp. Armata’s
Bone-In Whole or Half

PRIME RIB

Custom Cut and
Cradled for FREE

$Q°7

Armata’s Own Store Made Italian

SAUSAGE LINKS

i

USDA CHOICE Certified Angus Beef
Top Sirloin

SPOON ROAST
99
18

WE WiLL BEOPEN THIS SUNDAY bec.22 FROM 8-3

Call to Order!

{
DESSERTS

Armata’s Own Made from Scratch
9" Assorted Varieties

CHEESECAKE

21%

Armata’s Own Made from Scratch
9" Double Layer

CARROT GAKE

21%

Armata’s Own Made from Scratch

COOKIE PLATTER

(Serves 10-12)

that became special to Bell were the patrons she got to
know.

“The conversations and the people I've gotten to
know over the years, it’s been really nice to develop those
relationships over the years,” Bell said.

The best part about the Cookbook Club was it oc-
curred around dinner time; members were happy they
didn’t have to cook that night and able to take leftovers
home, excited to come together again in another month.

Next, the library is offering a Winter Reading Pro-
gram offered for all ages and the registration is online.

To learn more about upcoming programs in the new
year, visit wilbrahampubliclibrary.org.

USDA Gov't Insp. Armata’s
Top Sirloin

SPOON ROAST

Sugardale Fresh Bone In

USDA Gov't Insp. Beef Round
Top Round

LONDON BROIL
21
LB.

Best Yet Frozen 16-20 Ct 1Lb. Bag

USDA CHOICE Certified Angus Beef
Boneless

PRIME RIB

Custom Cut
for FREE

16%

Fresh, PRODUCE

Red Seedless

24°

Armata’s Own Made from Scratch
9" Double Chocolate

CREAM PIE

7%

BROCCOLI

an application at hwrsd.org website
under "Departments," "Student Services."
"Early Childhood Program" or call

_ Ay '--l

will be given to applications received
prior to January 31, 2025,
but we offer a rolling admission.

f ARMATA'S MARKET

43 SOMERS ROAD, HAMPDEN, MA

Corinne Roberts, Student Services ﬁ{'{.‘gﬁiﬁ,ﬂ;"i;‘h""” Wine S 99 EDEWIEEt BAR S 99
2T cheeSe BauLs S9°% e = &
Applications will be available
. Columbos CHEESE ;
starting January 1, 2025. 99 99 .
Priority screening and placement PROSCIUTTO s LB. SPREAD s LB. |

ARMATASMARKET.COM

\\ PE o

MON-SAT 8AM-GPM

We will be open
on CHRISTMAS EVE

Tues. Dec. 24"« 8am-4pm
; CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR
TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT
TO LIMIT QUANTITIES.

ank Portion RAW
i 199 Shwe 5639 |GRAPES 272 crowns  1°2
Fresh Kayem Best Vet Frozen 31-40 Ct1 Lb. Bag BERRY SALE! Driscoll Russet
Whole Boneless s 79 COOKED S 99 Strawberries 1oz BAKING c
i “3'% Sl 50770410 il 88
SPIRAL s gg RAW s 59 Golden Sweet [/ilaslgaLcetLt#sgrt;l (ssrown
g S3% Sthwe S5 o e 5999 | B 5909
The Hampden-Wilbraham I LandOLakes160 UYDAI 3399 HADIF)VIC)HIS:)ES 3179 'Cll'lﬁtelvrll.\T[]ES S'lgg
Regional School District an?HERan EA !cEEEEfUM EA — -
WerWiII l:i)e taking ?pprlicrﬁtionf fci>r ﬁur CIIfEi\i)VIIa ¢ EﬁAI\liBERﬁY 09 Take it easy this year!
cary enicroocpogams orderet | | et 259 e 1%
el . L
September 1, 2025 you may obtain CHEESE 3593 MURSELS 844?‘\ E;‘,

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

~® (i s

PRICES VALID 12/19/24-12/24/24
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Services, Special Events & Celebrations

A beautiful joining of

ST rut
Tuesday, December 24 at 6:00 p.m.
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP

Holy Communion with music of the season

Join us Sundays at 8:30 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
for weekly worship!

Visit our website — www.ctke.org —
for more information about our church
AND to access a livestream of the
Christmas Eve Service on December 24th.

December 19, 2024

ot THE &
& ] 0,
OQ‘ ) = \\' ’3:7
S \ % the Lutheran and Episcopal traditions.”
- 7 -
’5'4,/ AN 758 Main Street, Wilbraham
413-596-3045

ST. CECILIA CHURCH
42 Main Street, Wilbraham
www.saintceciliawilbraham.org

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE

Tuesday, December 24
*3:00 pm, 4:30 pm, 10:00 pm
*Children’s Mass

Wednesday, December 25
9:30 am, 11:00 am

May God bless you this
Christmas with the gift of Love,

the blessing of Hope and

the promise of Peace.
'

Please join us!

All are welcome!

CHRISTMAS AT
WILBRAHAM
UNITED CHURCH

Sunday December 22
Nativity

Tuesday December 24

500 Main St

10:00 a.m. - Christmas Pagecant with live

4:00 p.m. - Family Christmas Eve Service
700 p.m. - Service of Lessons and Carols

All are welcome!

Wilbraham, MA 01095
(413)596-2511

St. Mary’s Church

27 Somers Road, Hampden
COME HOME FOR CHRISTMAS

Father Mark and Deacon Leo invite you
to join the parishioners of Saint Mary’s
for our Christmas Masses.

CHRISTMAS EVE
Tuesday, December 24
Mass @ 4 pm & 7 pm
CHRISTMAS DAY
Wednesday, December 25
Mass @ 8 am & 11 am
NEW YEAR’S EVE
Tuesday, December 31
Mass @ 4 pm
NEW YEAR’S DAY

Wednesday, January 1
Mass @ 9 am

wilbrahamunitedchurch.org
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Tree Removal

Structural Pruning
H

Crane

Service
[ |

Storm

Damage

Stump
Grinding

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

413-478-421 2

INSURED AND CERTIFIED
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B A COMMUNITY GALLERY

manger
scene

Members of Troop
359 had a busy Dec.
1 where after they
held their Annual
Wreath Sale, they
also worked together
to bring the manger
scene to its new
location at Gazebo
Park. It was on full
display at this year’s
Annual Tree Lighting
in Wilbraham.

Readers are encouraged to send
in medium to high resolution
photos for this page by e-mail to
dzbierski@turley.com or mail to
TIMES, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA
01069. Please note that if you send
us a photo of the Times in different
parts of the world, please include
a recognizable landmark in the
background. Examples:

Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain.

Old Meeting
House Hosts
Museum
Christmas Tree
Festival

Hampden Garden
Club decorates for Christmas

December 19, 2024

Erin Nelson (left) and Ke
Wilbraham Atheneum S
Museum Christmas Tree
and tested the scent of
Gandle Co. (Charles F. Benn

Submitted photos Lorna Lawrence

Hot mulled cider on a cold winter’s day...

Past President Sandy Sanders (left) and Michelle Cove have a taste of hot mulled cider
at the Wilbraham Atheneum Society’s Old Meeting House Museum Christmas Tree
Festival on Main Street Dec. 8. (Charles F. Bennett photo)

The Hampden Garden Club helped decorate the Hampden Free Public Library for the Christmas seasc
library every year, with the library expressing their appreciation for creating a festive atmosphere fol
are Nancy Salerno and Lil Fedora, and the back row from left to right, Liz Frederick, Paula Messier, M
Gagnon, Liz Merrill and Mary Bator. Submitted photo Ellen Moriarty

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YO

Wishin,

Mag

Holiday
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.BRAHAM
MPDEN

tie 0’Connor visited the
yciety’s Old Meeting House
 Festival on Main Street Dec. 8
1 candle for sale by Wilbraham
ett photo)
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Taking part in the Christmas Tree Festival...

Young Itham Cabral of Wilbraham makes a visit to
the Children’s Room at the Old Meeting Museum
Christmas Tree Festival Open House Dec. 8. The
Children’s Museum decorated the Christmas Tree in
the room. (Charles F. Bennett photo)

The Cabral Family of Bartlet Avenue in Wilbraham pose for a photo in the Children’s Room
at the Wilbraham Atheneum Society’s 0ld Meeting House Museum Christmas Tree Festival
on Main Street Dec. 8. (From left) Steffany and Domenic and son Itham. (Charles F. Bennett
photo)

Icy holiday
message. ..

n on Dec. 2. The club decorates the
- the community. Pictured here seated
ary Ellen Buckley, Judy Brewer, Judie

AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

The Christmas
Tree decorated by
the Friends of the
Wilbraham Public
Library stands
next to the Hearth
in the kitchen of
the Old Meeting
House Museum
at the Wilbraham
Atheneum
Society’s
Christmas Tree
Festival on Main
Street Dec. 8.
(Charles F. Bennett

An icy Merry Christmas was carved into Santa’s sleigh

photo) at the Wilbraham Atheneum Society’s Old Meeting House

Museum Christmas Tree Festival on Main Street Dec. 8.
(Charles F. Bennett photo)

g.You a
1cal

Season!

Heidi 136 Dwight Road
Longmeadow, MA
Pafumi 413-687-4339

Realtor® _
Co-founder Team 413 of Coldwell Banker Licensed MA & CT

Heidip413@gmail.com
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CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY'! 283-8393

YOUR LOCAL
TRUSTED
RELIABLE
DEPENDABLE

HOME ENTERTAINMENT

THE MOST DEPENDABLE STREAMING SYSTEM
FOR MOVIES AND TV SHOWS

Unlimited TV, Cut the cord
movies and and tell Cable
better offer

Watch what you want, when you want!
Call Jim at 413-391-2345

HOME REMODELING

e Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

e Windows, Decks,
Flooring & More

Call for An Appointment
413-783-1101 e www.cummingrf.com

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

Hampden Septic
Pumping * Installation  Title 5 Inspections ¢ Perc Tests

566-2916

Evening & Weekend Appointments Available!
Billy Bond - The Area’s #1 “Go To” Septic Guy!
Fully Insured - Family Owned

CONCRETE SERVICES

SPARTAN

CONCRETE SERVICES, INC.

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
2460 Boston Road, Unit 4, Wilbraham
(413) 214-7983 » www.SpartanConst.com
spartanservices@gmail.com
Bobcat, Concrete & Outdoor Living Area Solutions

HONIE
PROs

LUMBER & FEED

CABINETRY
DOORS « WINDOWS
DECKING
ROOFING
AND MORE ...

For Your Interior And Exterior Living Spaces!
84 Hubbard St., Ludlow * 413-583-3472
Mon- Fri 7:30am -5:00pm;

Sat 7:30am — noon; closed Sunday

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

Over 40 Years
Experience
S Family Owned &
Seamless Aluminum Gutters Operated
65 Main Street, Wilbraham e (413) 596-9611
Mon.-Fri. 7am to 5pm - Please No Sundays - Lic.#105559
www.verdonsgutters.com e verdonsgutters@charter.net

Fully Insured & Free Estimates
CUSTOM MADE & INSTALLED CONTINUOUS SEAMLESS ALUMINUM GUTTERS & DOWNSPOUTS

/

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE ON

Local HOME PROs

CALL 283-8393

TREE WORK

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

e DL&G
8 sombamage | REE,

B Stump Grinding ﬁ’

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation 413-478-4212

B Tree Removal
B Structural Pruning

WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE

PUBLIC NOTICES >

ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all

notices to

notices@turley.com
Access archives and

digital tear sheets by
newspaper title.

3

Massachusetts newspapers.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in

VISIT
www.publicnotices.turley.com

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.
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sports@turley.com

SPORTS

SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS

&4 @turleysports acebook.com/turleysports

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com www.sports. turley com

Falcons tie late, fall in OT

WEST SPRINGFIELD
— The Pioneer Valley In-
terscholastic Athletic As-
sociation decided to stay
with 15-minute periods
instead of 17’s in order to
offer a short overtime pe-
riod. The overtime period
did not work out well for
Minnechaug in its season
opener against Ludlow last
Saturday. The Lions pre-
vailed 5-4 at Olympia Ice
Center. The Falcons got
scoring from four different
players in its first game of
the season, including goal
from Laim Faneuff and
Ryan Donovan. The Fal-
cons rematch with Ludlow
next Saturday, Dec. 21 at
2:30 p.m. at Olympia.

Ben Daniels tries to pass through an opponent.

Liam Fancuff possesses the puck.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Matt Beaudin follows through in a wrist shot. Nick Garib exits a crowd with the puck.

Ethan Kelleher fights for possession.

Longtime coach Nundi Goncalves receives
Briggs Award

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—FEight of the pre-
vious Larry E. Briggs Award re-
cipients attended the 78th Pioneer
Valley Soccer Official Awards Ban-
quet, which was held at the Polish
American Citizens Club in Ludlow
on Dec. 6.

The 2024 Briggs Award winner
is Nundi Goncalves, who has been
coaching the girls’ varsity soccer
team at Minnechaug Regional in
Wilbraham since 1995.

“This is a very special mo-
ment for me and my family,” said
Goncalves following the banquet.

Brayden 0’Sullivan rushes up the ice.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Nundi Goncalves was given the Briggs Award at the Pioneer Valley Soccer
Official Awards Banquet held on Dec. 6.

Dom Fiorentino makes his way up the ice.

“I’ve been coaching soccer at Min-
nechaug for the past thirty years.
During that time, I've been able to
meet some wonderful people, who
have become my friends. I've also

coached a lot of memorable games.
I’ve been able to coach some out-
standing student-athletes at Min-
nechaug.”

The Larry E. Briggs Award is

annually given to a person who
exemplifies the high standards and
contributions to soccer over a long
period of time.

Please see AWARD, page 9
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Harding headed for Providence

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WILBRAHAM—Following a very
memorable junior season, Gabby Harding
is looking forward to having another suc-
cessful season as one of the seniors on the
Minnechaug Regional girls’ swimming
team.

One thing that Harding doesn’t have
to worry about is making her college de-
cision.

Harding recently signed her letter of
intent to join the swimming and diving
team at Providence College next year.

“I’'ve always dreamed about swim-
ming in college,” Harding said. “Provi-
dence College is a very good school both
academically and athletically. It has al-
ways been my top choice, but after I vis-
ited the school and spent some time with
the girls on the swim team, I knew that |
really wanted to go to school there.”

Harding, who made her college deci-
sion last spring, was also interested in at-
tending Bryant University, Amherst Col-
lege, Conn. College, Tufts, and Boston
University.

“I visited the other schools, but I liked
Providence the best,” she said. “It’s less
than two hours away, so I can come home
whenever I want.”

The Providence College swim team,
which is coached by John O’Neill, com-
petes at the Division 1 level and is a mem-
ber of the Big East Conference. O’Neill,
who graduated from Springfield College
in 1981, founded the Providence College
swim program in 1984.

“Coach O’Neill has been coaching at
Providence College for a very long time
and he’s a very good coach,” Harding
said. “He has watched me compete for
my USA swimming team several times.”

A couple of swimmers listed on this
year’s Friars swimming roster are from
Western Massachusetts.

One of them is sophomore Ava Larkin
who lives in Holyoke. She attended Wil-
liston Northampton.

File photo

Gabby Harding has signed a letter of intent to swim at Providence College next year.

Senior Sophia Roche, who went to
Suffield Academy, is from East Long-
meadow.

Harding, who also lives in East Long-
meadow, transferred to Minnechaug Re-
gional before the start of the 2023-24
school year.

The Lady Falcons, who are coached
by Erik Mandell, didn’t lose any regular
season meets a year ago.

“I’ve known coach Mandell since I
was in middle school, and they’ve always
had a very good swim program here,”
Harding said. “I was expecting it to be a
lot harder, but changing schools last year
was really a smooth transition for me. Ev-
eryone was very welcoming on the first
day of school.”

Because her father, John, was in the
military, Harding has lived in several dif-
ferent places.

“My family has moved to a different
place every few years,” Harding said.
“I’ve lived in Germany, Hawaii, and Tex-

as. We have lived here since 2018. We
won’t be moving anymore because my
dad has retired from the military. It’s nice
to be settled in one place.”

One of Harding’s friends is Makenzi
Pastreck, who was the starting goalkeep-
er for the Lady Falcons soccer team the
past couple of years. Pastreck also signed
her letter of intent to play college soccer
at Southern Connecticut University next
fall.

“Makenzi has worked so hard to be-
come a great athlete,” Harding said. “We
attended each other’s signing ceremony. |
really appreciate her support.”

Harding’s swimming career began ten
years ago while she was living in Germa-
ny.

“My parents thought swimming would
be something that would keep me busy,”
Harding said. “It eventually became
something that I love doing. I'm very
thankful for all my coaches in Germany.”

Harding’s main events are the 100

yard butterfly, 100 yard freestyle, and the
200 yard freestyle.

“My favorite event is the 100 yard
freestyle,” Harding said. “It’s a sprint
event and I currently hold the school re-
cord.”

Harding broke the school record with
a time of 0:53.13 during a home meet
against Holyoke last December.

“I didn’t enter that meet thinking about
breaking a school record,” she said. “The
previous record holder was Laura Quinn,
who’s one of my role models.”

Quinn, who graduated from Min-
nechaug in 2016, broke several other
school records during her high school
swimming career before joining the
swimming team at Boston College.

Harding had the opportunity to meet
Quinn last year.

“I met Lauren at a practice last year,”
Harding said. “She congratulated me on
breaking her record. I really appreciated
italot.”

At last year’s Central/West tourna-
ment, Harding finished in first place in the
100 yard freestyle. She also finished in
fourth place in the 200 yard IM. She was
the runner-up in the 100 freestyles at the
Division 1 state meet.

“My main goal for this season is to try
to break another school record,” Harding
said. “I also want to try to get as many
girls as we can to qualify for both the
Central/West and Division 1 state meets.
When you have your entire team there
with you, it’s a lot more special.”

Harding, who’s hoping to qualify for
the NCAA Division 1 tournament during
her college career at Providence, has also
performed very well in the classroom.
She’s an honor roll student.

“Balancing everything that I do can
be very difficult at times,” Harding said.
“I know the sacrifices that I’ve made will
only help me in the future.”

The Lady Falcons will be hosting
Northampton High School in the first
swim meet of the 2024-25 regular season
on December 13.

New Owners

Units & Sizes Available:
Climate Controlled 5x10/10x10

413-308-6904

148 Carmelinas Circle

Regular Units 5x10/10x10/10x15/10x20/10x30

COMPLETE
STORAGE

COMPLETESTORAGEDBA.COM

Ludlow, MA

Climate Controlled Units
Available

Outside Parking Spaces Also
Available for Boats, RVs, Trailers, Etc.

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work « Stump Grinding
Crane Service « Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 . office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net

WORCESTER - It has been one of
those weekends that seem like a month
for the Railers. They have battled one of
the ECHL’s best teams in the Trois-Riv-
ieres Lions and changed a coach all at the
same time.

Worcester lost its final game under

Bob Deraney, 5-3, Friday night. They lost
their first game under Nick Tuzzolino,
3-2, Saturday night but it was one of those
half-a-loaf deals. The Railers earned a
point with a shootout loss.
It says something about the Lions that
'Worcester played one of its best games in
recent weeks and still could not get two
points. Trois-Rivieres is loaded with of-
fensive opportunists and flawless goalten-
ding.

The Railers out shot the visitors, 41-
26, but still could not outscore them.

It was, however, an encouraging start
to Tuzzolino’s head coaching career and
in general he liked what he saw.

“I don’t want to say that I was excited
about how we played,” he said, “because
the result wasn’t there, but we made a few

Railers get point, fall in shootout

minor adjustments in clogging up the neu-
tral zone and our forecheck, and I thought
they were really good.”

The goal scorers were Justin Kaplan
and Matthew Kopperud for Worcester
while the Lions got two goals from Corm-
ier. The first was from Xavier Cormier,
the second from Tommy Cormier. Alex
Beaucage had the only shootout goal.

It was a good goaltending night both
ways. Zachary Emond made 39 saves for
the Lions. Michael Bullion, who had been
in a slump, stopped 23 and made the save
of the night early in the third period.

He stopped Logan Nijhoff on a penal-
ty shot at 2:31. The period was Bullion’s
best as he also made some big saves late
to keep the score at 2-2.

Xavier Cormier put Trois-Rivieres
ahead at 4:29 of the first period. It was
a tap-in goal with the Lions on a power
play. Kaplan tied it at 8:45, also on a pow-
er play. He beat Emond with a rebound
backhander.

Kopperud scored from the right circle
at 14:26 to give Worcester a 2-1 lead, then
Tommy Cormier converted a

long breakaway at 18:01.

“If we can carbon-copy

what we did tonight,” Tuzzoli-
no said, “I don’t see us losing
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more than a couple games
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riminw| J|O|Z
_|
w

those things where that type of
system can plug in play some
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Coaching classes available

Coaches hired after Aug.
1, 1998 are required to take a
coaching course to be eligible
to coach high school sports in
Massachusetts.

According the Pioneer
Valley Interscholastic Athletic
Association, all coaches hired
prior to Aug. 1, 1998 are ex-
empt from taking the Funda-
mentals of Coaching Course.
Coaches hired after that and
before July 1, 2005 must have
completed the NFHS Funda-
mentals of Coaching Course
with the exception of Certified
MA teachers.

All coaches (stipend or
volunteer) first serving as an
interscholastic  coach  after
July 1, 2005 must complete
the NFHS Fundamentals of
Coaching Course, and an ap-
proved Sports First Aid course.

The NFHS Fundamentals
of Coaching Course require-
ment must be met through at-
tending an MIAA sponsored
Fundamentals of Coaching
Class with MIAA Certified In-
structors. Must be completed
and passed prior to coaching a
second year.

The NFHS Sports First
Aid may be met by complet-
ing on-line courses with the
NFHS  www.nfhslearn.com.
Must be passed prior to coach-
ing a third year.

junction with the existing man-

Additional
for all coaches:

Massachusetts requires
coaches to be certified in
CPR per Section 1. Section
47A of chapter 71 of the Gen-
eral Laws. Additionally, AED
training is required and will
most likely be done in con-

requirements

dated CPR training.

All MIAA member school
coaches (stipend or volunteer)
are required to take annually
the on-line National Federa-
tion Concussion Course, or
other MA Department of Pub-
lic Health recognized educa-
tion program, prior to the start
of their season. Rugby Coach-
es must see Rule 76.2 for ad-
ditional coaches’ education
information.

Any questions, please call
Donna Harrington at 508-541-
9804 or email dharrington@
miaa.net.

Fundamentals of coach-
ing classes are being offered
on Wednesday, Jan. 29, 2025
from 4 to 8 p.m. and Saturday,
Feb. 8, 2025 from 8:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. Classes are open
until capacity is reached and
then a waiting list is estab-
lished. There are online com-
ponents to the course once the
classroom portion is complet-
ed.
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T-Birds grab point in Wilkes-Barre

SPRINGFIELD The
Springfield Thunderbirds (12-
9-2-0) dispatched a 4-1 second
intermission deficit to earn a
standings point before ultimate-
ly falling in overtime, 5-4, to the
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins
(14-7-1-0) on Saturday night at
Mohegan Arena at Casey Plaza.

Upstart rookie Rutger Mc-
Groarty quickly got the Pen-
guins on the board on their Ted-
dy Bear Toss night as he took a
delicate saucer pass from Joo-
na Koppanen and deked to the
forehand to tuck it behind Vad-
im Zherenko just 1:53 into the
opening period.

The T-Birds were able to
draw two power play opportu-
nities while trailing 1-0, but the
Penguins' penalty kill dispatched
both of the Springfield man-up
situations. Special teams contin-
ued to trend in the home team's
direction as the Penguins cashed
in on their first power play on
a goal by Emil Bemstrom at
16:06 of the frame to give Wil-
kes-Barre/Scranton a 2-0 lead
into the intermission.

Filip Larsson was not heavily
taxed in Penguins crease in the
first, but he came up with the
nine saves asked of him to start
the night.

Thanks to their top offensive

unit, the T-Birds quelled some of
the Penguins' momentum at 5:17
of the second. Aleksanteri Kaski-
maki took a drop feed from Leo
Loof and whipped it in the low
slot to Dalibor Dvorsky. While
Larsson slid across to deny the
T-Birds' star rookie, the rebound
trickled behind the netminder,
allowing Marcus Sylvegard to
backhand it into the yawning net
to cut the deficit to 2-1.

Special teams, though,
proved to be Springfield's un-
doing once again just 3:16 later
as Valtteri Puustinen slipped be-
hind the defense on a power play
and chipped a backhander past
Zherenko to make it a 3-1 Pen-
guins lead.

Late in the period, the Thun-
derbirds thought they had solved
Larsson on a power play scram-
ble in the crease, but after a re-
view, the goal was washed out,
and Bemstrom took advantage
with just 18 seconds left in the
frame, snapping a wrist shot un-
der the crossbar, extending the
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton lead to
4-1 after 40 minutes.

The T-Birds' leaders rapidly
turned the game around as the
final period began. Captain Mat-
thew Peca flung a wrister over
Larsson's glove just 17 seconds
into the period to make it a 4-2

contest. Less than four minutes
later, crashing in for a rebound
in the slot area, former Penguin
Scott Harrington notched his
first as a Thunderbird at 4:08 to
cut the margin to 4-3.

Larsson and the Penguins
tightened to hold the fort into the
game's final two minutes, but a
penalty with 2:09 on the clock
handed Springfield another pow-
er play and a chance to get an
equalizer. With Zherenko at the
bench for an extra skater, the
T-Birds seized the moment as
Matt Luff found Kaskimaki in
the slot, and the rookie's snapper
eluded Larsson to tie the game
with 1:56 left.

The Thunderbirds had anoth-
er power play chance to close
out regulation, but the Wil-
kes-Barre/Scranton penalty kill
shut it down to get the game into
the extra period.

Unfortunately, the T-Birds'
magic ran out in the extra ses-
sion as a penalty gave the Pen-
guins a 4-on-3 power play, and
Bemstrom completed his hat
trick with a spinning jam shot at
4:27 of the overtime to snap the
T-Birds winning streak. Despite
coming short of victory, Spring-
field earned standings points for
the 11th time in its last 13 games.

AWARD from page 1

Briggs, who lived in Am-
herst, died in 1970. He was the
first men’s soccer coach at the
University of Massachusetts in
1930. He was also the founder of
the National Intercollegiate Soc-
cer Officials Association and was
inducted into the National Soccer
Hall of Fame, which is in Frisco,
Texas, in 1978.

James Downie was the first
Briggs award winner given by the
P.V.S.O.A. in 1947.

Deacon James Ziemba, who
received the prestigious Briggs
award in 2000, presented this
year’s award to Goncalves.

Eric Degnan, who retired as
the girls’ varsity soccer coach at
Monson High School a year ago,
received a letter of Commenda-
tion at this year’s banquet. He
gave his thoughts about the 2024
Briggs Award winner.

“Nundi has done so much for
soccer in Western Mass.,” Deg-
nan said. “He’s been a very suc-
cessful coach at Minnechaug and
I’'m very happy for him.”

Goncalves and Tom Rivet,
who was the longtime boys’ var-
sity soccer coach at Chicopee
High School, were teammates on
the men’s soccer team at Spring-
field Technical Community Col-
lege for one season.

“Nundi and I were teammates
at STCC, so I've known him for
a very long time,” said Rivet,
who received the Briggs award in
2011. “When you look at Nundi’s
resume, he’s very deserving of
receiving this award. He’s a great
soccer coach and person.”

Rivet never had the opportu-
nity to coach against Goncalves
in a varsity soccer match.

One person who has faced
Goncalves many times on the soc-
cer pitch is Agawam girls’ varsity
soccer coach Laura Wray-Ramos.
Her daughter, Lilliana, played
soccer at Minnechaug a couple of
years ago.

“Not only have I coached
against Nundi’s teams over the
years, I also had the opportunity
to see how he interacts with his

players from a parent point of
view,” said Wray-Ramos, who re-
ceived the Briggs award in 2022.
“Nundi is an outstanding soccer
coach, and he also loves his play-
ers.”

Back in the middle of Octo-
ber, the Lady Falcons squeaked
out a 1-0 home win in a non-
league match versus the Agawam
Brownies. Junior Kelly Cronin
netted the only goal of the match.

Several of the Lady Fal-
cons soccer players attended the
awards banquet.

“This is a very special night
for Nundi,” said junior Ava Kear-
ney, who’s looking forward to re-
turning to the field next year after
missing this season with an ACL
injury. “He’s a tough coach, but
he really cares a lot about each
of his players. 'm really look-
ing forward to coming back next
year.”

Junior Elizabeth Woytowicz
was a first year member of the
Lady Falcons varsity squad this
past fall.

“I was nervous on the first day
of tryouts back in August because
I had never played for Nundi
before,” said Woytowicz, who’s
a midfielder. “Having him as a
soccer coach this year was a priv-
ilege. He really means a lot to all
of us, and I’'m looking forward to
playing for him again next year.”

The other Minnechaug girls’
soccer players who attended the
awards banquet were sophomore
Ainsley Holden, sophomore
Abigail Lee, and junior Cailin
O’Brien.

Prior to becoming a varsity
soccer coach, Goncalves coached
at the youth level in Ludlow,
which is his hometown. He was
an assistant coach for the West-
ern New England and Ambherst
College men’s soccer teams. He
was also a volunteer assistant
soccer coach for both the boys’
and girls’ varsity soccer teams at
Ludlow High School.

Nundi’s dream job was to
coach the Ludlow girls’ varsity
soccer team. When that coaching
position was opened in 1995, he
applied for it. He didn’t get the

job because he wasn’t a teacher
at the high school.

“From what I was told, to
keep peace with the union, Lud-
low needed to hire a teacher for
the coaching position. When they
told me that I didn’t get the po-
sition, I cried on the way home,”
said Goncalves, who’s a painter.
“A couple of days later, I saw an
ad in the newspaper that Min-
nechaug was looking for a new
girls’ soccer coach. I knew very
little about Minnechaug at that
time, but I was hired for the po-
sition by Ned Doyle, who was
the Athletic Director at that time.
I never thought I would still be
coaching there thirty years later,
but it has been the best thing that
has ever happened to me.”

Nundi’s biggest supporters
are his wife, Ann, and his two
children, Alegra and Michael.

“Nundi just loves being a
soccer coach and he has a true
passion for the game,” Ann
Goncalves said. “I want him to
keep coaching forever because it
makes him so happy.”

The Lady Falcons assistant

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Goncalves is surrounded by family, friends, and players after receiving the Briggs Award.

coach during the past couple of
seasons have been Laura Poin-
dexter.

Steve Burndrett, who’s the
current Athletic Director at Min-
nechaug Regional, is very glad
that Nundi is coaching his girls’
varsity soccer team.

“Nundi’s longevity, success
and accolades speak for how hard
he works, how much he cares
about the players and the pro-
gram,” Burndrett said. “His com-
mitment to Minnechaug girls’
soccer is second to none.”

Goncalves has an impressive
370-126-8 overall record as a var-
sity soccer coach.

After failing to qualify for
the postseason tournament in his
first five seasons at Minnechaug,
the Lady Falcons have played in
the Western Mass. finals 16 times
during the last 24 years. They
took home the championship tro-
phy seven times.

The Lady Falcons won the
Western Mass. Division 1 title for
the first time on Nov. 13, 2005.
The Minnechaug boys’ soccer,
field hockey, and girls volley-

ball also took home the Western
Mass. Division 1 championship
trophies on the same day.

“I don’t think it’1l ever happen
again at any other school because
it’s a rare feat,” Goncalves said.
“That was a very memorable
day.”

The only time the Lady Fal-
cons have captured the state title
was in 2008.

“We beat Acton Boxborough
1-0 in the state finals,” Goncalves
said. “They were the number one
ranked team in the country, and
they entered the state finals with
a 58 game winning streak.”

The game winning goal in the
state finals was scored by Lauren
MacLellan, who was a freshman
that season. She went on to play
college soccer at Boston Univer-
sity.

Just like every other head
coach, Nundi Goncalves is prob-
ably already thinking about the
2025 season. Win, lose, or draw,
he’s always going to enjoy being
a soccer coach.



Page 18

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

December 19, 2024

The Tale of Wilbraham’s Antique Gold Cane

Several sets of initials are engraved on Wilbraham’s

second gold cane.

The cane’s gold knob is engraved “To the OLDEST
CITIZEN of North Wilbraham, Mass.”

Turley photos by Patricia Sullivan

The Boston Post cane and the second cane discovered in

the town offices.

By Patricia Sullivan
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM—Wilbra-
ham’s 115-year-old Boston Post
cane, traditionally presented to
the town’s oldest resident, is now
on permanent display at the Wil-
braham Senior Center. The cane
is a beautifully crafted shaft of

African ebony topped with a
14-karat gold knob.

The cane has its origins in a
1909 promotional ploy by the
Boston Post, New England’s
largest newspaper at the time.
The publisher of the Post had 700
canes made and sent to selectmen
in 700 towns across New England to be
given to the oldest man registered to vote
in each town. The canes were to be the
property of the towns and transmitted
upon the oldest resident’s demise to the
next oldest resident.

cane.

Rev. Nathaniel
Jewett Merrill,
first holder of
Wilbraham’s gold

As the Post decreed,
the canes were intended as
“a tribute to honored and
useful lives, to thrift, tem-
perance, and right living,
and above all, to the superb
vigor of New England man-
hood.”

As each town presented its cane to its
oldest male citizen, news accounts near-
ly always mentioned that the cane was a
gift from the Boston Post, boosting the
paper’s profile.

Wilbraham’s cane is engraved: “Pre-

14. Investment vehicle
15. Fictional soccer

44. Back parts
46. Zoroastrian concept

coach Ted of holy fire
16. Irregular in botanical ~ 49. Touchdown
parlance 50. One point north of

due east
51. Refurbishes
55. Silver and Dogg

17. Cease standing
18. “American Horror
Story” actress

20. Grow milk teeth are two
22. Plant parts 58. Former Tigers
23. Snow house catcher Alex

24. Most contemptuous
28. Note to repay

29. 0ld English

30. Wings

31. Financial institutions
33. Parks and Lopez

59. Type of envelope

60. Seriously considered
64. Unhappy

65. Past (archaic)

66. Asian wild dog

67. 0ld English letter

are two 68. Young domestic
37.Mr.T's “The sheep

A-Team” character ~ 69. Football players
38. Relative hiological need to gain them

65 66 67
68 69 70
CLUES ACROSS effectiveness (abbr)  70. Witness 31. Prickly, scrambling
1. Miller beer variety ~ 39. Give off shrubs
4. Member of people  41. Semitic alphabet ~ CLUES DOWN 32. Become less intense
inhabiting Bering letter 1. Dormant Peruvian 34. Polishes
Sea islands 42. Farm state volcano 35. Indicates position
9. Stomach 43, Actress Sarandon 2. Norwegian composer  36. Songs sung to one’s

3. Indicates location beloved
4. Pubs 40. The 12th letter of
5. Unable to walk easily the Greek alphabet
6. Electronic warfare-  41. Insects
support measures  45. Israeli politician
7. World leader 47. Pre-digital
8. Midsection 48. Roaming
9. Jewish calendar 52. Ambience
month 53. Brew
10. Urological condition ~ 54. Late

11. A small quantity of ~ 56. Make ecstatically
anything happy
12. Mountain Time 57. Semitic alphabet

13. Affirmative letter

19. Word element 59. Blend
meaning ear 60. Dash

21. Carried away 61. Self

24. Short-billed rails 62. Exclamation of

25. Newborn child satisfaction

26. Sword
27. Groups of people

63. Hill or rocky peak

sented by the Boston Post to the OLDEST
CITIZEN of North Wilbraham, Mass. (To
be transmitted.)” It’s unknown why the
Post engraved ‘“North Wilbraham” on the
cane’s gold knob rather than “Wilbra-
ham.”

The First Oldest Man

The first recipient of Wilbraham’s
gold-headed cane was Reverend Nathan-
iel Jewett Merrill, an accomplished mem-
ber of a prominent Wilbraham family.
Merrill received the cane in 1909 at age
91 and died three years later.

Merrill attended Wesleyan Academy
(now Wilbraham & Monson Academy).
After graduation he taught at Louisiana
State College and with his brother, Amos,
established Merrill Academy in New
Orleans. He returned to New England
to study theology and subsequently be-
came the pastor of several Massachusetts
churches. An active abolitionist, he served
in the Civil War. Merrill came home to
Wilbraham at age 65 to preach and teach
at the academy. He is buried at Woodland
Dell cemetery.

The second cane holder appears to be
another pastor, Reverend Charles Henry
Gates. Gates was born in 1823 and or-
dained in the Congressional Church in
1851. He passed away in 1914 at age 91
and is buried in East Wilbraham Ceme-
tery.

According to Paula Dubord, Wilbra-
ham’s Director of Elder Affairs, no re-
cords have been found regarding who
next received Wilbraham’s gold and ebo-
ny cane. However, there were undoubted-
ly many female cane-holders throughout
the years. In the 1930s, well after women
won the right to vote in 1920, the Boston
Post proclaimed that women were eligible
to receive the cane.

Although it’s unclear when Wilbra-
ham’s cane was last awarded, it was held
by a citizen until at least 1990. In that year,
Mildred E. (Cooley) Cotter, age 95, hold-
er of Wilbraham’s gold cane passed away.
A lifelong Wilbraham resident, Cotter
worked for many years in the cafeterias of
Memorial and Stony Hill schools.

Lost and Found

The cane was mostly forgotten until
2014 when Dennis Lopata, executive di-
rector of Life Care of Wilbraham, sought
to revive the tradition. Lopata wanted to
celebrate the positive side of aging.

“I call it the wow factor,” he says. “It’s
about ‘Wow, we’re living long! It’s im-
portant to listen to the wonderful stories
older people have to tell. We should also
recognize them for the dedication they
had to whatever vocation they were in.”

Lopata inspired Dubord to search for
the cane in Wilbraham’s town offices. It
turned up quickly; employees discovered
it stored safely in the town clerk’s vault.

Wilbraham’s 1909 Boston Post cane is on display at the Wilbraham Senior Genter.

Surprisingly, a second cane was found
in a town office storage closet. Although
very similar in design, with an ebony
shaft and gold knob, the second cane is
not a Boston Post cane. Its head has four
sets of initials carved around its sides:
W.AM., ARJ.,N.M. and C.N.M.

It’s likely that this second cane is the
one donated by Wilbraham resident Ger-
aldine Dorey in 1969, to be presented to
the oldest person who has lived in Wil-
braham for a minimum of 25 years. In
her 1997 book “The Bay States’s Boston
Post Canes,” Barbara Staples reported
this practice unique to Wilbraham.

The Legacy Continues

Although the Boston Post folded in
1956, the legacy of the Boston Post cane
continues. Many New England towns
have an uninterrupted history of award-
ing the cane. In Wilbraham, the tradition
was resumed soon after the town cane
was rediscovered.

The Wilbraham Council on Aging,
working with the Select Board, has ad-
opted Boston Post cane guidelines. The
recipient must be a resident of Wilbraham
for at least five years, verified through the
town clerk’s records. The Select Board
will present the cane to the chosen res-
ident, along with a personalized plaque.
The cane will remain at the Senior Cen-
ter, accompanied by a plaque listing all
the recipients’ names and years of pre-
sentation.

In 2014 the Wilbraham cane was
awarded to Winnifred (Peg) Stearns on
her 103rd birthday. Stearns, a former
nurse, was a longtime resident of Hamp-
den before moving to Life Care of Wil-
braham.

“She was our shining star,” says Lopa-
ta. “She was always out and about wel-
coming new residents to Life Care. She
was comforting for other residents to be
around—a sincere soul.”

Stearns passed away peacefully in her
sleep in 2020 at age 109.

After Stearn’s death, at the height of
the COVID epidemic, awarding of the
cane was suspended. Earlier this year,
upon the opening of the new Wilbraham
Senior Center, both gold-headed canes
gained a secure home in a display case on
the wall of the center’s cafe.

The time was right, says Dubord, to
award Wilbraham’s cane once more.
Frank L. Reed, Jr., a town resident since
1945 who will turn 104 on Dec. 23, re-
ceived his gold cane plaque in October.

More knowledge of past recipients
of Wilbraham’s Boston Post cane is out
there somewhere, says Paula Dubord. If
you have any information, please contact
her at the Wilbraham Senior Center at
413-596-8379.
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Wilbraham Middle
School Honor Roll

WILBRAHAM - The following stu-
dents received Honor Roll status for the
Term 1 marking period at Wilbraham
Middle School. Distinguished Honors
is all A’s in all subjects; Honors is all A’s
and/or B’s in all subjects.

Distinguished Honors — Grade 8

Teddy Acquah, Alison Aucoin, Sireen
Awkal, Margaret Babbs, Charlotte Beau-
lieu, Lauren Beaulieu, Bailey Burgmyer,
Benjamin Butts, Jason Cao, Nolan Car-
ney, Juliana Coffey, Oliver Cunha, Mad-
elyn D’Amore, Kayla Dooley, Sadie Dos
Santos, Grace Falzone, Charlotte Fitzger-
ald, Kathryn Fulton, Eva Gagliarducci,
James Gallagher, Olivia Goodrow, Nicole
Grabowski, Lily Guo, Teaghan Haluch
, Max Harrigan, Isabel Horne, Jackson
Hulseberg, Alexandra Jaslanek, Elizabeth
Jourdain, William Kern, Jillian Lajeu-
nesse, Willis Lam, Christie Lang, Johanna
Lewis, Griffin Litchfield, Owen Lucarelle,
Ashley Manning, Michael Murray, Ethan
Nunlist, Megan Pronovost, Lara Riberdy,
Logan Richard, Sierra Rocha, Jackson
Rust, Quintis Saviengvong, Kayla Smith,
Ian Stratton, Carolena Tangredi, Sean
Tillberry, Nathaniel Tirabassi, Maya Ush-
er, Caitlyn Wetherbe, Mia Yvon

Honors — Grade 8

Goudy Abuata, Zakaria Ardolino, Ari-
ana Balwa, Evan Barcome, Olivia Barnett,
Jamie Barton-Cimino, Joshua Branham,
Nicholas Bretta, Thomas Brogle, Nolan
Burke, A’laynah Cartwright, Charlotte
Castellano, Xavier Catellier, Douglas
Clark, Emilia Connors, Nolan Costello,
Ryan Criscitelli, Brynn DeForest, Nathan
Demetri, Amelia DePace, Owen Downey,
Keeley Doyle, Liam Doyle, Christopher
Duby, Samantha Engel, Azariy Eskan-
darinejad, Dina Ferrentino, Jack Ford,
Austin Fortune, Olivia Gaudreau, Evan
Gilmartin, Aviana Gomez, Yusuf Gunay-
din, Tegan Haluch, Andriea Holder, Ted
Holt, Tyler Hoskinson, Ethan Johnson,
Aurora Kirton, Kaitlyn Labadorf, Aubrey
Lafield, Sophie Laliberte, Daniel Lareau,
Lucas Lawrence, Noah Magill, Brooklyn
Manning, Jackson McCullough , Summer
Mclnnes, Madelyn McNabb, Joy Mendon-
ca, Noah Metzger, Emily Meunier, Gavin
Meunier, Alina Mishchuk, Charlotte Mo-
ses, Cohen Nelson, Evan Niemi, Brielle
Nieves, Ava O’Connor, Sarah O’Connor,
Madeleine O’Sullivan, Brayden Pacifico,
Hannah Palmer, Jack Parastatidis, OI-
ivia Parent, Kenisha Patel, Ava Pelloso,
Owen Piquette, Cameron Powers, David
Quinn , Calvin Quintana, Mason Quin-
tana, Camden Rodrigues, Colton Rogers,
Annelyse Roszko, Ava Rowe, Kyla Sac-
co, Mallory Sample, Evelyn Santaniello,
Madison Schmieding, Marcello Severino,
Liam Shattuck, Adrielle Sheridan, Olivia
Spiller, Abigail Stachowicz, Kyle Steb-
bins, William Stromwall, Peyton Sullivan,
Liam Sutherland, Stepan Syrota, Nicholas
Tracy, Addison Trosky , Ryenne Vedovel-
li, Annelise Waldron, Mason Waskiewicz,
Shannon Wietecha, Ryan Wrisley, Jacob
Zanetti

Distinguished Honors — Grade 7

Cassandra Alvarez, Aubrey Appleby,
Dylan Bean, Reid Blanchard, Rose Chris-
tensen, Jacob DeGray, Maycie Eldridge,
Peyton Eusebio, Cody Feit, Martin Gar-
cia, Oliver Hart, Gavin Hisgen, Jasper
Hulseberg , Nicholas Kennedy, Delaney
Kinsman, Andrew Kmelius, Jack Lapa-
Im, Madeline Lee , Adeline Look, Julia
Magee, Therese Mathias, Sophia Maz-
zaferro, Vivian Mclntyre, Zahra Minhaj,
Joseph Montano, Sebasti Morales-Garcia,
Maeghan Morris, Andrew Mullen, Em-
ily Mumper, Desmond O’Brien, Shana
Oguku, Sunmi Oh, Mya Pafumi, Abigail
Patterson, Ryleigh Picard, Logan Pryor,
David Roberts, Garrett Roberts, Alexan
Robles-Blasenak, Jaxson Rogers, Chris-

topher Romano, Grace Romano, Greta
Rust, Jake Salemi, Oskar Schmidt, Ja-
mie Scliopou, Jackson Shanley, Louise
Shaughnessey, Madelyn Smith, Lucas
Tassinari, Cole Thomas, Ashley Wetherbe,
Brenna Woytowicz, Kylie Zamorski

Honors — Grade 7

Aruneesan Anurathan, Alaina Bai-
ley, Molly Baroni, Anna Bokhan, Dante
Bontempi, Madelyn Boudreau, Alianna
Brandoli, Abigail Britton, Brenna Bryan,
Jack Christofori, Emma Cristino, Isabel-
la DePace, Leo Deziel, Joseph Dickson,
Cooper Donovan, Julian Dugan-Costa,
Emery Dyer, Timothy Euber, Nora Fon-
taine, Ryenne Fountain, Jada Haqq, Gisell
Henrichon-Arena, Kareem Ibrahim, Brian
Ingman, Joshua Jacobsen, McKinley Jae-
ger, Jacob Johnson, Rieland Kearney, Bree
Kiernan, Oliver, Chloe Lawless, Jason Le-
mus, Siobhan Mahoney, Logan Mangar,
Abigail McElroy, Ryan Minns, Kristina
Monteiro, Josiah Morales, Mia Newman,
Ryan Nichols, Grayson Nowakow-
ski, Nathan O’Brien, Michelle Ohemeng,
Joshua Pelletier, Kennady Raymond, Lyla
Raymond, Gage Ring, William Roberts,
Hayden Senft, Katelyn Sheehan, Jessica
Soukup, Violet Straitiff, Maxwell Sylves-
te, Alanna Thouin, Jaxson Walker, Caitlin
Weichselbaumer, Owen Wright, Emily
Zheng

Distinguished Honors — Grade 6

Amber Antunes, Tia Assaf, Pheobe
Babineau, Aria Balwa, Oliver Bergeron,
Olivia Beston, Matthew Brogle, Sa-
die Casella, Olivia Chen, Ella Coviello,
Mary Dos Santos, Honora Farrell, Na-
talie Fol, Quinn Folli, Nathan Gencarelli,
John Guerin, Taleya Gunn, Zoe Harrigan,
Grayson Householder, Eva Kellogg, Gavin
Kern, Brooke Kmelius, Jessica Kwajews-
ki, Leo Langone, Anthony Lapomardo,
Claire Lareau, Jayden Lewis, Jayden Lo-
pez, Katherine Lotterer, Amyr Ly, Mol-
ly MacEachern, Caroline Maziarz, Cole
Michael, Ellis Nelson, Adriana Pafumi,
Austin Piquette, Ava Ricketts, Brayden
Rivest , Taesha Rowe-Singleton, Mia San-
tos, Damien Sasen, Sophia Schott, Paige
Smith, Samantha Strange, Vivian Strom-
wall, Dominick Tangredi, Jake Vander-
leeden, Kayla Vanderleeden, Camdyn
Vazquez, Allie Whittier, Caira Williams,
Justina Wojtowicz, Ella Wrisley

Honors — Grade 6

Logan Abdelmaseh, Alexis Adames,
Owen Benninger, Louis Bertelli, Avery
Blume, Jackson Bourke, Margaret Bran-
nigan, Bella Brown, Cassidy Bryan, Emily
Burke, Sophia Cantalini, Angelica Capa-
tina, Maddox Carreira, Jackson Chappel,
Nathaniel Choinski, Colin Conboy, Mya
Conselino, Philip Costello, Cameron De-
Forest, Audriana Desousa, Valeri Ech-
everria Diaz, Anna Fletcher, Jack Ford,
Maxwell Gawron, Gavin Haber, Carter
Hanks, Sawyer Haugh, Abigail Haygood,
Nora Hegarty, Gavin Hoar, Brennan Hoey,
Emma Howland, Enzo Imbriglio, Lucas
Inguagiato, Emily Jourdain, Emerson
Judd, Grace Keith, Hayden Kelley, Noah
Kelly, Liam Knowlton, Helena Kudryk,
Riley LaBarre, Michael Lafield, Eli Lar-
avee, Rylee Lopes, Zara Lotterer, Caro-
line Maserati, Adriana Monteleone, Lucas
Morrow, Ali Mourad, Merliah Nguyen,
Parker Noonan, Justin Nowicki, Joelky
Nunez De Jesus, Betty Pagoaga, Colin
Paige, Austen Paterno, Lilly Peltier, Stel-
la Petit, Amelia Pluciennik, Axel Reed,
Madison Riker, Audrey Roach, Taishla
Rowe-Singleton, Audrey Scott, Nicolas
Siciliano, Daniel Soto-Tovar, Anna Steele,
Connor Sullivan, Malaysia Tessier, Ju-
liany Torres, Kayson Twarog-Delura,
Cooper VanDerBeken, Carter Verteramo,
Jorel Washington, Hailey White, Evianna
Wright, Jaxen Wright, Samuel Zanetti
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CAMPUS

N O T E S
HCC recognizes fall 2024 graduates

HOLYOKE: Holyoke Communi-
ty College is proud to recognize the
following students who will complete
their requirements for graduation at the
end of the fall 2024 semester. These
members of the Class of 2025 were
recognized at HCC’s second Fall Grad-
uate Reception on Monday, Dec. 2, in
the college’s Leslie Phillips Theater
and will also be invited to participate in
HCC’s 78th Commencement exercises

at the MassMutual Center in Spring-
field, Mass., on May 31, 2025.

The following students from Hamp-
den and Wilbraham will complete their
requirements for graduation.

Hampden:

Brittany Brideau

Wilbraham:

Malyna Jade Dansereau, Deborah
Ann Farnham and Nicholas A. Gentile.

This Week in Rec

Wilbraham Hiking Club

By Sue Burk

WILBRAHAM - 2024 has been a
great year for the Wilbraham Hiking
Club! The club’s TeamReach App has
more than 230 members, from Wilbra-
ham and surrounding towns, with more
hikers joining almost every month.
There’s been at least one hike nearly
every week, and
sometimes more
than one. Thanks
to hikers who
have stepped
up to lead their
favorite  hikes,
the club has ex-
panded beyond
easy-to-moder-
ate, relaxedpace
hikes, and now
also offers easy
and  moderate
hikes at a moder-
ate pace and even
some challenging
hikes.

The club, co-sponsored by the Open
Space Committee and Rec Department,
continued to explore Wilbraham’s won-
derful hiking areas and also headed
north as far as Petersham, south as far as
East Windsor, east as far as Brimfield,
and west all the way to Cummington.
Most hikes have had between four to
twelve hikers. Although most, but not
all, current hikers are retired or semi-re-
tired, the club is open to hikers of all
ages; in 2024, participants have ranged
in age from middle school age to over
age 80! The club would LOVE to offer
weekend and school vacation hikes for
parents and their children, and hopes to
hear from some folks who would like
to lead these kinds of hikes. Delight-
fully, nineteen hikers joined Shelley
and Howie’s seventh annual “Spend
Some Time Outdoors on Black Friday”
hike at the Quabbin, and many stayed
on for delicious lunch nearby! There
have been other special hikes followed

Turley photo by Dalton Zbierski

by delicious lunches, such as Ellen and
Mary’s “Art in the Orchard” hike at
Park Hill Orchards in Easthampton.
John’s challenging hikes have included
the Seven Sisters and Mount Tom hik-
ing areas. Looking ahead to 2025, there
are plans to add more hiking locations
in western and central Massachusetts
and Connecticut, and perhaps bring
back some of the long (8 to 9+ mile)
“City Sidewalk Walks” in Boston or

New York City.

Most of the hikes

for each month

are usually post-
ed by the 20th
of the preced-
ing month. The
easiest way to
find out about
and to sign up
for hikes is to
use the club’s
section of the

TeamReach app,

which is avail-
able at the Apple
App Store and the
Google Play Store. To join the Wilbra-
ham Hiking Club there, use the Group
Code WHCO01095. After joining, hik-
ers should set their notification to allow
push notifications and email notifica-
tions so that the hiking club can send
notes and reminders about upcoming
hikes. Hikers who do not like to use
“apps” and want to be part of the Wil-
braham Hiking Club can send an email
to wilbrahamhiking@gmail.com and
their email address will be added so
they will be notified about upcoming
hikes.

The Wilbraham Hiking Club wel-
comes new and returning hikers and
hike leaders for all hiking levels! Hike
Leaders can choose a location and dif-
ficulty level and mileage/duration that
works for them and lead one hike a year
or one every day, or anything in be-
tween. Please contact wilbrahamhik-
ing@gmail.com if you’d like to lead
hikes for the WHC!

EARLY DEADLINE
For All Advertising
& CLASSIFIEDS

All Papers
Will Deadline
Thursday, Dec. 19
at Noon for
Publication
Dec. 23 - 27

Turley([.)

Publications, Inc.
www.turley.com

Palmer, MA 01069

All Papers
Will Deadline
Friday, Dec. 27

at Noon for

Publication
Dec. 30 - Jan. 3

24 Water Street , &

413-283-8393
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

ARIES DELUXE 28 SNOWBLOW-
ER. Electric start, drive fully rebuilt.
$600 or best offer. 413-426-8092.

TIRES: BRIDGESTONE BLIZ-
ZARD 225 65R17, 102H four tires,

December 19, 2024

Call us at 413.283.8393

Buy, Sell & Trade
Video Games

(Retro World)
4133015020 M-S 11-7

used only two winters. No defects. 187 Main St.
$300/cash. Chris 413-539-4866. Indian Orchard, MA
MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX- SEEKING:
TRAORDINARY performance. OLD COLLECTABLES.

Central Boiler certified Classic Edge
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD
STUFF WANTED.
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more Donald

Roy (860) 874-8396

We are looking to pay cash for pipe
holders, tobacco tins, advertising tins,
beer trays, beer taps, beer signs, brass
figures, etc. Please don't hesitate to
reach out.

Teestreasures413@gmail.com

Call or text:
413-374-7388 Marty.
Located in Western Mass.

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

2x*xxx%*x A & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping &
complete finishing. All ceiling textures.
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING
LLC. Licensed and insured HVAC
Technician, 30 years experience, re-
pairs, full and 24 hour emergency ser-
vice. 413-275-4408.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs,
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

o o
Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt
service call (508)867-2550

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES.
Interior  painting/staining, ~wallpaper
removal, wall/ceiling resurfacing, cab-
inet painting. Quality workmanship,
fully insured. Free estimates. Call 413-
896-8264.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs &
Replacement of fixtures, water heater
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30
years experience. Fully insured. $10
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call
Greg (413)592-1505

ROOFING

JENKINS ROOFING specializing
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic.
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

Find archives of this
local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
Family owned/operated since 1950
(413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s
Comp. Remove them before the wind
takes them down. Cordwood, stump
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount.
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUTORING

TUTORING: Literacy, all ages. Math
K-8, online, your home or library.
Call 978-799-9096.
petedoni51@live.com

STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413
478-4212

2009 NISSAN VERSA. 4-door,
blue, all-wheel drive. Runs and looks
new. One owner. 90,000 miles. $6500.
413-466-4426.

A [ )
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
21 Betanse | 22 Psaran| 28 Stmmea| 28 B
25 Basglice | 26 sasghrce | 27 ssefrce| 28 asgbrce
29 sasghrice | 30 sasgprce | 31 Basglce | 32 Base s
33 masefrics | 34 msgprice | 35 sseprice| 36 asgbrce
37 Beas | 38 Bectanoa| 39 Beam | 40 ]
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard 4 VISA [ Discover 4 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvv
Amount of charge: Date:

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

DEADLINES: MONDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Residential
Circulation:

Suburban
59,000

CASH FOR
JUNK

AND REPAIRABLE

CAR

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

THE TOWN OF OAKHAM is seek-
ing an experienced municipal Trea-
surer/Collector. 15 hours a week,
negotiable pay based on experience.
Please send resumes to admin@
oakham-ma.gov.

TOWN OF BLANDFORD
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT
The Town of Blandford is seeking
a qualified individual for the posi-
tion of Highway Superintendent.
Salary range starting at $75,000-
$80,000+ negotiable based on expe-
rience/skills. Please visit our website
TownOfBlandford.com or email
Administrator@TownofBland-
ford.com for more information.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

ASST. ADULT SERVICES
LIBRARIAN - P/T
HEAVY EQUIPMENT
OPERATOR |
PUBLIC WORKS
SKILLED WORKER

The Town of Wilbraham is looking to fill
several vacancies. For application, and
more information please visit www.
wilbraham-ma.gov.

Application deadlines vary. EOE

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON
Highway Position Opening

The Town of Worthington is soliciting let-
ters of interest from qualified candidates
to fill a part-time (six hours a week) Ad-
ministrative Assistant position in
the Town Highway Department.

Duties include providing customer
service, handling department’s incom-
ing and outgoing correspondence,
processing payroll and maintaining
records.

The pay rate range for this position is
$18.16/hour to $26.26/hour

A more in-depth job description can
be found on the Town’'s website: www.
worthington-ma.us

Questions will be answered by Highway
Superintendent Devon Wolf - telephone
number 413-685-5949. Please send
letter of interest, resume and three (3)
references with relevant contact infor-
mation to: worthingtonhighway@
gmail.com or to Worthington
Highway Department, PO Box
643, Worthington, MA, 01098.
This posting will remain pertinent until
the position is filled.

The Town of Worthington is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation, or
discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status,
or national origin, or intention to make
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE
SPACE, shared with consultant. Ar-
tistically designed and decorated. In-
cludes utilities, conference room, and
kitchen. 3333 Boston Road, Wilbra-
ham. 617-209-4882.
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Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD24C0386CA
In the matter of:
Addison Rose Janas
CITATION ON PETITION

TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change
Name of Minor has been filed
by Addison Rose Janas of
Wilbraham, MA requesting
that the court enter a Decree
changing their name to:

Addison Rose Turowsky

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for
purposes of objecting to the
petition by filing an appear-
ance at: Hampden Probate
and Family Court before
10:00 a.m. on the return day
of 01/03/2025.

This is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline by which
you must file a written appear-
ance if you object to this pro-
ceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of
this Court.

Date: December 03, 2024
Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate
12/19/2024

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD24P2567EA
Estate of:
Rosa B Quicksey
Date of Death: 11/02/2024
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal
Adjudication of Intestacy
and Appointment of
Personal Representative
has been filed by Devora L
Quicksey of Springfield,
MA requesting that the Court
enter a formal Decree and
Order and for such other relief
as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests
that: Devora L Quicksey
of Springfield, MA be
appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said
estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to
obtain a copy of the Petition
from the Petitioner or at
the Court. You have a right
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written
appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of

01/07/2025. This is NOT a
hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must
file a written appearance
and objection if you object
to this proceeding. If you
fail to file a timely written
appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of
objections within thirty
(30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represen-
tative appointed under
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not
required to file an inventory
or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested
in the estate are entitled to
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the
Personal Representative
and may petition the Court
in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of
this Court.

Date: December 10, 2024
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
12/19/2024

WILBRAHAM
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING
In accordance with

M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section
5, the Wilbraham Planning
Board will hold a Public
Hearing on Wednesday,
January 8, 2025 at 5:45PM
in the Town Office Building,
240 Springfield Street, to
give interested parties the
opportunity to comment on
proposed amendments to the
Wilbraham Zoning Bylaw to
regulate Accessory Dwelling
Units (ADUs) by amending
Sections 1.3, 3.4., 3.9.2.15
and 4.10.

The complete text of the
proposed amendments is
available for review in the
Town Clerk’s Office and the
Planning Office during nor-
mal business hours and post-
ed for public viewing on the
Planning Board page of the
Town of Wilbraham web-
site at www.wilbraham-ma.
gov/123/Planning-Board. All
persons interested or wish-
ing to be heard on this matter
are urged to attend the public
hearing.

Both in person and vir-
tual participation are avail-
able. To participate virtu-
ally go to https://meet.goto.
com/500519685 or call 877-
309-2073 (Access Code: 500-
519-685).

James Rooney, Chair
12/19, 12/26/2024
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Wilb. Troop 359 hosting
Bottle & Can Drive

WILBRAHAM - Wilbraham Troop 359 will have
their Bottle & Can Drive on Sat, Jan. 4, 2025 from 8
a.m. to Noon.

It will be held in the St. Cecilia’s Church parking
lot.

All donations to Troop 359 provide support to-
ward camping equipment and supplies, program ma-
terials, registration and activity fees throughout the
year. People come to the troop’s bottle & can drives
year after year.

The generous community support and donations
are greatly appreciated.

Theater Guild holding
auditions for ‘Jerry’s Girls’

HAMPDEN - The Theatre Guild of Hampden
will hold open auditions for the musical “Jerry’s
Girls” on Sunday Dec. 29 at 2 p.m. at the Hampden
Town House on Main Street.

For more information, call Mark Giza at 413-
204-5333.
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Hanukkah -
It’s NOT Jewish Christmas

WILBRAHAM - Norah and Craig Kazan will be
hosting a free educational presentation at the Wilbraham
Senior Center

Hanukkah is the Jewish Festival of Lights and occurs
in proximity to Christmas each year. Come learn a little
bit about the Jewish religion, the significance of Hanuk-
kah in the Jewish calendar, and sample some of the cul-
ture surrounding this holiday.

We will be discussing:

L)
2)
3)
4)

5)
0)
7
8)

Very brief overview of Judaism

The Jewish Calendar and Holidays

The story of Hanukkah and its significance
Observance and meaning in Israel vs

the United States

Lighting the Menorah

Games

Foods

Open Forum

Dec. 20 at 1 p.m. at the Wilbraham Senior Center.
This is a free presentation that all are welcome to join.
Please call the sign up at 596-8379

e Overgrown property?
e Excavator Services ¢ Extreme Brush Cutting!
e Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal * Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
e Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand * Storm Clean-up ® Small Demo ¢ Insured

Hope Your Holiday
Season Is Extra-
Extra Happy!

Thanks to all of our readers and advertisers for supporting our publication
and the future of local community journalism. We value our role in this
community, and we’re committed to keeping you current in 2025 and
beyond with a focus on the local news and events that matter most to you.

We wish you an informed and fabulous new year!

TIMES

www.wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com
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Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
A resident drops off toy donations during the Hampden
Police Association and Hampden Fire Department Toy
Drive outside Bethlehem Church on Dec. 14.

Members of the Hampden Police Department and Hampden Fire Department pose with Monson Savings Bank Branch

Manager Adriano dos Santos for a group photo after receiving the donations that were dropped off at Monson

Savings Bank.

Hampden Fire Gadet Logan Howard and Probationary
Firefighter Bryan LaFountain hold up toy donations they

just received from the community.

Fire Cadet Logan Howard, Santa Claus and Reserve
Police Officer Todd Schneider wave to drivers outside
Bethlehem Church in Hampden as residents stopped by

to drop off their toy donations.

continue coming in.

Firefighter John Fitzgerald and Reserve Police Officer
Todd Schneider organize the toy donations as they

A Hampden resident drops off a toy donation.

TOY DRIVE from page 1

Trinity, but also their whole fam-
ilies. They take care of every-
body for Christmas so that we
didn’t have to worry about it, so
that’s nice,” Schneider said.

Edna Rodriguez, director
of Brightside for Families and
Children and director of Behav-
ioral Health for Mercy Medical
Center and Brightside, said the
toy drive supports “close to 100
families” with a Santa’s Work-
shop with volunteers that come
and work off a wishlist for the
children.

“So, our kids get what they
desire,” Rodriguez said. “We ba-
sically treat one of the kids in the
house often, but we make sure
all the kids that are residing in
the house and are being touched
by Brightside receive toys, so
that way families can have the
burden of having to shop and all
that taken off of their shoulders

and focus on the time together
and healing from things that are
causing them pain, which is why
we’re there.”

Rodriguez was grateful to the
police and fire departments for
organizing the toy drive.

“Thanks to their kindness and
efforts, we’re going to continue
to do this tradition that we’ve
been doing for many years. So,
this is wonderful,” Rodriguez
said.

Rodriguez explained Bright-
side has been around for 153
years, having been founded by
the Sisters of Providence as an
orphanage, followed by a center
for youth with problems and a
residential program.

For the last 25 years, Bright-
side has been an outpatient ser-
vice for behavioral health, in-
cluding in-home therapy. They
serve children from the ages of
three to 21 years old, with most
falling between the ages of 10

Firefighter Jonathan Cadieux and Fire Cadet Logan Howard meet a family after they
donated toys to the Hampden Police Association and Hampden Fire Department Toy
Drive and met Santa.

and 13.

“So, right now, our focus is
to go into the homes, help fami-
lies to build up their skills to stay
together, thrive together, survive
and heal from trauma,” Rodri-
guez said. “Because we go there
and we create this sort of bond
with the families and rapport,
we’re able to know what these
kids want and they need and
they’re getting into. So, that’s
what feeds us our wish list.””

On the community support,
Rodriguez said this.

“It just shows the hope and
the Christmas spirits and the
love that really is in Western
Mass. What we’ve felt is that
people want these kids to do bet-
ter. We really want these families
to build a life that’s worth living
and funded in hope and joy,” Ro-
driguez said. “It’s just another
way for the community to show
up and say that they’re support-
ing the work that we do.”

Firefighter John Fitzgerald
was elated with the donations.

“It’s been great. I'm sur-
prised by the turnout that we’ve
had. It’s very nice to have people
with their donations,” Fitzgerald
said.

His son, Ryan, who serves
as an EMT, loved how the event
brought both departments to-
gether.

“We work together all the
time out in the field. It’s kind of
nice to come together and do an
event. It builds that community
relationship between the fire de-
partment and police department
and it, also, helps get the public
involved,” he said.

Firefighter Jonathan Cadieux
agreed.

“I think it’s pretty fun be-
cause, as Ryan said, you get to
build the relationship with the
different officers and different
skill sets and they know how to
help each other out in different

events,” Cadieux said.

Fire Cadet Logan Howard
and Probationary Firefighter
Bryan LaFountain encourage the
community to continue support-
ing toy drives every year.

“Thank you for donating and
those that don’t know about it,
come out because it’s the right
thing to do,” LaFountain said.

“Just like he said, thanks for
donating. Everyone that got a
gift from this drive is going to be
very appreciative and grateful,
so thank you,” Howard said.

Schneider said they will have
the toy drive again next year,
sharing this message.

“Thank you very much for
everybody who contributed,
stopped by, stopped by at the be-
ginning of the week, stopped by
and saw Santa. Thank you for the
great support,” Schneider said.

To learn more about Bright-
side, visit mercygives.org.
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Beverlee and Peter Corriveau stand behind their
home-made maple syrup. Little Oak Farm is located in
Wilbraham.

Turley photos by Hannah Yeasley

The small group of Christmas carolers moved from room

to room, singing a few different songs each time. They

Amy Grossi stands behind some of her jewelry. Grossi
makes the glass beads and designs herself, setting them
into the metal jewelry. One particularly cool item was a
bracelet assistant; a metal stick with a clasp attached
to it for those bracelets that are tricky to clasp and hold
with one hand. She does many shows and is launching a

website very soon.

all held bells to add to the merriment as well.

Fran Selva stands behind her hand-woven baskets. Each

one was available for purchase.

Gibby’s Gourmet Marshmallows offers a wide variety of
flavored marshmallows, some freeze dried and some
not. Denise Gilbert (left) and Martha Berry (right) were
offering samples of a couple different flavors.

HOLLY FAIR from page 1

Fair, according to Cookie Angel
Chrissy Plumb.

“We had people in line wait-
ing starting around &:15 this
morning,” Plumb said. “We make
a large chunk of funds for the
church from this Cookie Walk.
People love it, and the Angels
have fun making cookies and
preparing for it every year. It’s
become a huge part of this event.”

For the Cookie Walk, bak-
ery boxes could be purchased
for $30, and guests could then
choose their own cookies to fill
their box.

event.

“As long as the box can be
closed flat, they can put whatever
and however many cookies they
want in them,” Plumb said. “And
then some of our lovely Angels
will wrap the box with decorative
ribbon.”

In the large performance hall,
attendees could find the Holly
Café and a setup of booths. For
part of the morning, they could
also find a small group of Christ-
mas carolers, who carried around
bells to ring as they sang holiday
tunes.

One such booth was Amy
Grossi Jewelry Design, who
makes art glass for jewelry and

Just one table of many of the raffle prizes offered. A
majority of the prizes were donated by vendors at the

other metalworks. Located in
Holland, Grossi attends many lo-
cal fairs with her husband.

“We come to this one every
year,” Grossi said. “It’s a huge
time of year for us, and we love
doing it. I also have a website
launching very soon.”

Grossi explained her process
to those who inquire, noting that
one time she squished a bead
while making it and the abnormal
sphere became her signature.

“It’s a nice touch that people
actually like,” Grossi said. “They
can tell it was handmade.”

On the opposite side of the
church, attendees could find

Baskets from the Heart, a booth
where Fran Selva was selling her
hand-woven baskets of all shapes
and sizes.

Selva has been basket weav-
ing for 34 years after taking a
community class about it.

“T have a lot of books at home
with different patterns,” Selva
said. “Sometimes I just start one
and then decide what colors to
use, and other times I get inspired
by something else. I have this bas-
ket that has a lid on it, but I made
the lid for something else. I then
saw that these worked together
much better, so I added matching
colors to the basket part of it and

The long table of cookie trays, many of which were
made by the Cookie Angels themselves.

ended up really liking it.”

Selva also takes special orders
and offers instruction.

Other booths at the fair in-
cluded, but are certainly not
limited to, a homemade marsh-
mallow booth where bricks of
different flavored marshmallows
could be purchased, a booth with
decorative succulent candles, and
even a booth where people could
meet and buy books from two
local authors, Courtney Vail and
Sandra J. Howell.

With a little something for ev-
eryone, the Holly Fair is a yearly
event that is certainly not to be
missed!
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WISHING YOU AND YOUR LOVED ONES

A VERY HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON!

Maureen McGarrett Hall
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413-364-4994

realtybymaureen@gmail.com
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THANK YO

to all for making our first

Celebrity Bartending Event

a huge success!

GRACIOUS HOST/MAIN SPONSOR
Pafumi’s On Main

SUPPORTING SPONSORS
Secure Energy Solutions
Country Club of Wilbraham
Country Bank
Team 413 of Coldwell Banker

CELEBRITY BARTENDERS
TEAM SECURE ENERGY SOLUTIONS:
Barry Sanborn
Marc Atkin
Mike Stachowicz

TEAM COUNTRY BANK:
Miriam Siegel
Tracey Perry
Sean Rooney

TEAM COUNTRY CLUB OF WILBRAHAM:

Dennis Lopata
John Doleva
Chris Duby

TEAM 413 OF COLDWELL BANKER:
Glen Garvey
Jeff Smith
Bill Scatolini

SPECIAL THANKS TO
Tom Newton

who donated his services to
DJ/MC the event!

CONGRATULATIONS TO
TEAM COUNTRY BANK,
WHO RAISED THE MOST TIPS
ON THE NIGHT

BIG THANKYOUTO
ALL WHO ATTENDED AND SUPPORT
THE WILBRAHAM
FRIENDS OF RECREATION

December 19, 2024

Falcon Housing
Coporation

Organization: Falcon Housing

Location: Wilbraham
Type: Volunteer
About Us:

Falcon Housing is dedicated to providing affordable
and quality housing to low-income seniors through

HUD programs. Our mission is to enhance the living
standards of our residents while fostering a strong

sense of community.

Position Overview:

We are seeking passionate and dedicated
individuals to join our Board of Directors. As a Board
Member, you will play a critical role in shaping the
strategic direction and oversight of our organization.
This is a unique opportunity to contribute to
meaningful change in the community and support
our mission of affordable housing to seniors.
Key Responsibilities:
¢ Attend and participate in Board meetings and
committee meetings.
¢ Provide strategic guidance and oversight
in areas such as finance, governance, and
program development.
e Review and approve budgets, policies, and
major organizational decisions.
e Advocate for the organization and its mission
within the community.

Qualifications:

e Commitment to the mission of providing
affordable housing to seniors and community
development.

e Previous experience in non-profit
management, real estate, finance, law or a
related field is preferred.

e Strong communication and leadership skills.

e Ability to work collaboratively with other board
members and staff.

e Willingness to dedicate time and effort to
board responsibilities.

Time Commitment:

e Attend quarterly Board meetings and
additional committee meetings as needed.

How to Apply:

Please submit a resume and a brief cover letter
outlining your interest and relevant experience to
Carr Property Management at cpmi@carrproperty.
com by January 15, 2025.

Equal Opportunity Statement:

Falcon Housing is an equal opportunity organization
and encourages applications from individuals of all
backgrounds and experiences.

Join us in making a difference
in the lives of those who need it most!




