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Gracious residents stuff cruiser with toys

By Patricia Sullivan
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - Carloads
of generous gift-givers braved
a snow squall on Dec. 6 to en-
sure that local children will re-
ceive toys this holiday season.

They filled up a Wilbraham
Police Department cruiser and
the bed of a police pickup with
hundreds of new, unwrapped
toys for the Wilbraham Police
Relief Association’s Annual
Stuff-a-Cruiser event held in
the frosty parking lot of the
Wilbraham Big Y.

This is the 9th year of
the event. The Scantic Valley
YMCA will distribute the toys
locally.

“We just want to make sure
that all local children have a
happy holiday,” Ofc. Justin
Wall said. “It’s part of giving
back to the community.”

Two employees of the Wil-
braham’s Town Clerk’s office
came to the Big Y with sleds
and large bags of toys donated
by their coworkers as well as
their own contributions.

Please see TOYS, page 4

Turley photo by Patricia Sullivan

The Wilbraham Police Relief Association’s annual Stuff-a-Cruiser event was a success thanks to generous donors and

volunteers and families from the Wilbraham Police Department.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Santa Claus arrives in Wilbraham for the Annual Tree

Lighting on Dec. 7.

Wilbraham

kicks off

Christmas season

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The
community gathered at Ga-
zebo Park on Dec. 7 to kick
off the Christmas season
at this year’s Annual Tree
Lighting.

Free refreshments of
festive treats from hot choc-
olate, cookies and candy
canes to cupcakes were
served by LUSO Federal
Credit Union and The Sugar
Chalet, along with welcome
remarks from Select Board

Chair Michael Squindo,
Chris O’Connor, president
of the Rotary Club of Wil-
braham-Hampden, and, of
course, the arrival of Santa
Claus via a ride from the fire
department.

Attendees also presented
donations of hygiene prod-
ucts to support the Commu-
nity Survival Center.

The event was made
possible with support from
many other people and or-
ganizations including Heidi

Please see WILBRAHAM,
page 9

Allison Henry, owner/chef of The Sugar Chalet, with her

festive cupcakes.

Lemon honored for tending birdhouses

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

WILBRAHAM/HAMP-
DEN - Dana Lemon, a resi-
dent of Hampden, was hon-
ored by the Open Space &
Recreation Plan Committee
on Dec. 9 for his long-time
volunteering tending bird-
houses in open space areas in
Wilbraham and Hampden.

Chair Joe Calabrese ex-
plained Wilbraham is fortu-
nate “to sit in the middle of a
thriving ecosystem filled with
rivers, streams, ponds, moun-
tains, valleys, woodlands, flo-
ra and fauna” and “you can’t
walk a mile in town without
reaching a beautiful woodland
area.”

Also, it’s the responsibil-
ity of the Wilbraham Open
Space Committee, the Con-
servation Commission and
the Minnechaug Land Trust
“to preserve and protect these
treasured habitats.”

“Of course, we can’t do
this alone. We rely on many
volunteers for help. Howev-
er, when someone takes it
upon himself to do something
profound to enhance these ar-
eas, Open Space feels that it
has to do more than just say
‘thanks,”” Calabrese said.
“Dana Lemon is such an indi-

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Dana Lemon, a resident of Hampden, was presented with a
certificate of appreciation from the Open Space & Recreation
Plan Committee in Wilbraham on Dec. 9 for his longtime
volunteering of tending birdhouses and the blue birds.

vidual.”

Member Bill Shepard, who
nominated Lemon, shared
as a volunteer himself, “it’s
wonderful to see examples of
volunteerism and devotism to
a cause that Dana brings to his
work maintaining and install-
ing” 144 birdhouses over the
last 20 years.

Shepard said the areas
where these birdhouses are
include Laughing Brook in
Hampden and the Rice Nature
Preserve in Wilbraham and,
recently, Lemon has worked

with Bob Rusczek to replace
old birdhouses at Rice’s Na-
ture Preserve and install new
ones at the McDonald Farm
Nature Preserve in Wilbra-
ham.

“The work is year-round,
to prepare for spring arrivals
and monitor them all the warm
seasons is a lot of work.. And
of course, getting to them in-
volves a lot of hiking during
all seasons. It’s a demanding
job that Dana has done well

Please see LEMON, page 13
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Board
approves
letter of
support

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Se-
lectboard has unanimously
approved a letter of support
to the School Committee to
withdraw from the accel-
erated repair program and
apply for the core building
program for Wilbraham
Middle School.

The Dec. 8 announce-
ment comes after the board,
Wilbraham Select Board
and School Committee’s
joint meeting on Dec. 2.

Chair John Flynn pro-
vided a recap of the prior
week’s discussion.

“I thought we had a
pretty vibrant discussion
focusing on the potential
need to, perhaps, shift the
course towards a new struc-
ture or total rehabilitation
of the current structure.
A lot of back and forth, a
lot of great information
from school officials was
brought forward,” Flynn
said.

Flynn also clarified
with the letter of support
for the School Committee,
“they don’t need it, but
they are looking for the en-
dorsement” of both boards
“to go with their applica-
tion.”

“Showing that we feel
both towns should have the
opportunity to weigh in on
this and we would bring
the support forward,” Fly-
nn said.

Selectboard ~ Member
Don Davenport stressed
his comments “have noth-
ing to do with the current
administration because
they weren’t here during
the time of the issues,” and
“they’ve been working re-
ally hard to resolve them.”

He then read his pre-
pared comments into the
record.

“The years of neglect-
ing routine necessary main-
tenance and long-identified
repairs at the over-crowded
Town of Wilbraham-owned
Wilbraham Middle School
has finally reached a point
where doing nothing is no
longer an option,” Dav-
enport read. “The Select-

Please see SUPPORT,
page 10

Hampden holds Tree Lighting at new town hall

By Natalie Proulx
Correspondent

HAMPDEN - On Sunday,
Dec. 7 at 6 p.m., Hampden’s
Annual Tree Lighting event
was held at the new town hall.

The night consisted of
caroling from Green Mead-
ow’s elementary school choir,
a visit from Boomer, the
Springfield  Thunderbirds’
mascot, a parade for Santa
by the police and fire depart-
ments, and, also, sweet treats
and hot cocoa from the Green
Meadow’s PTO Bake Sale.

Cara Canedi, the choir
teacher at Green Meadows
Elementary ~ School,  ex-
plained the work that the
students took on to prepare
for Sunday’s event, spending
about four combined rehears-
als on the music they planned

Turley photo by Natalie Proulx

Santa and Mrs. Claus in a festive fire truck parade as they arrive in Hampden.

to perform.

“We don’t have a lot of
time,” Canedi said. “So, I
tried to choose holiday carols
that they are familiar with and
things that they really enjoy

singing.”

The choir sang a great va-
riety of songs alongside the
hockey mascot of the Spring-
field Thunderbirds, Boomer.
From, “Deck the Halls”, to

“Feliz Navidad”, and ev-
ery song relating to “Jingle
Bells,” the students caroled

Please see HAMPDEN,
page 13
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Wilbraham Selectman Ducey
offers report after touring WMS

Ducey addressed
several issues he
noticed in the
building.

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - Wilbra-
ham Select Board Vice Chair
Marc Ducey had much to offer
in his weekly report during the
meeting of the board held on
Monday, Dec. 8 at Town Hall.

Ducey recently toured
Wilbraham Middle School
alongside top district officials,
including Principal John Der-
osia and Superintendent Dr.
John Provost.

“Two major takeaways I
had just for the public more
than anything, but I was sur-
prised that throughout the
building there were fans
placed in many of the larger
hallways and a lot of the com-
mon areas simply to move air
through the building. I did not
realize that was ongoing. I
found that to be bothersome, I
guess,” Ducey said.

He added that one of the
fans was placed in a hallway

blowing outward, as if it was
trying to blow cold air back
out of the building.

“I thought that doesn’t
look too good,” Ducey said.

According to Ducey, there
is also asbestos in the glue
found below many of the floor
tiles located throughout the
school.

“Now, as these floors be-
come older, they’re starting to
fray. We knew about this just
recently, but they are scattered
throughout the building,” Du-
cey said.

Ducey also described what
he categorized as ‘‘serious
space limitations” in the mid-
dle school.

“In many classrooms, you
enter one classroom and have
to walk through one classroom
to enter another classroom just
because of the way they’ve
been subdivided so many
times,” Ducey said.

Ducey added that that there
were a lot of “bothersome”
things he noticed throughout
the building.

“I’'m happy we’re moving
in the direction we are. I think
it would have been unwise to
just put doors and windows
on a building where you’re

not sure what the real issues
are in the building, so I'm
happy we’re — or the district
is — probably going to move
forward in that direction,” Du-
cey said.

Ducey acknowledged that
it was commonly known that
many of the exterior doors in
the middle school need re-
placement. He hopes this can
be addressed quickly.

“I think we, or at least the
district, can do a better job
of at least putting temporary
measurers to stop the holes in
the doors, replacing some pick
plates or something to stop the
air and the heat from escaping
the building or cold entering
the building,” Ducey said.

Ducey finished his report
by saying that action should
be coming soon to better en-
hance the building. He was
glad to let the public know
where it all stands.

“There’s a lot of issues
there,” Ducey said. “I just
wanted to introduce some of
these issues to the public if
they’re watching. I do think
it’s something we’ll be ad-
dressing in a much more vig-
orous way over the next many
months.”

Wilbraham Men’s Glee Club to begin rehearsals

WILBRAHAM - The
Wilbraham Men’s Glee Club
(TTBB), accompanied by
Marcia Jackson and conduct-
ed by Raymond Drury, will
begin rehearsals for the 2026
concert season on Monday
evening, Jan. 5, at Christ The
King/Epiphany Church on
Main Street in Wilbraham at
7 p.m.

Rehearsals will continue

each Monday thereafter and
culminate with two concerts
in the spring, one in Wilbra-
ham and one in Longmead-
OW.

Drury has chosen an

eclectic and compelling pro-
gram, consisting of classical
pieces, contemporary works,
folk songs, pop tunes with a
few surprises along the way.
While no auditions are

Table-~Tap

required, singers should be
able to sing a tenor, baritone
bass part independently and
comfortably within the con-
text of traditional 2, 3 and 4
part choral music. A modest
fee will be imposed to cover
the cost of sheet music.

For more information,
please visit us at Wilbraham
Choral Society on Facebook.

Hope to see you there!
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Turley photos by Patricia Sullivan

A group of Big Y employees answered attendees’ questions about the Mediterranean Diet.

An old way of eating

By Patricia Sullivan
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - Kathy
Jordan, MS, RDN, CPT, con-
sulting dietitian for the Big
Y, came to the Wilbraham
Senior Center on Dec. 9 to
talk about the Mediterranean
Diet and share some of the
“gazillion” nutritional facts
she says fill her brain.

The Mediterranean Diet
is an old way of eating cen-
tered in Italy, Greece and
Crete, she explained to a
group of about 25 attendees,
and following the old ways
can lead to better health.

“It’s not just diet, it’s

also about having an ac-
tive lifestyle and close so-
cial networks,” Jordan said.
“It’s eating fresh, local fare,
whole grains and minimally

processed foods.”

Fit, trim and energetic,
Jordan cautioned that her
presentation was not meant
doctors’
guidance, but she made a
compelling personal and re-
search-based argument for
the Mediterranean diet and

to replace your

lifestyle.

Studies have shown that
following a Mediterranean
Diet can help you maintain
a healthy weight, lower your
risk of cardiovascular dis-

Me

Kathy Jordan spoke about the
diterranean Diet food pyramid

at the Wilbraham Senior Center.

Big Y provided a platter of
healthy Mediterranean Diet
foods for the Senior Center.

ease, lower your blood sugar
and reduce the risk of certain
cancers.

Other reputable studies
have found that this way of
eating can lower the risk of
Alzheimer’s Disease and
other types of dementia.

“Dietitians like to say,
‘What you do for your heart,
you do for your brain.”” Jor-
dan noted.

Dietitians also advise:
“Eat the rainbow.”

“I've been a dietitian
since the 1970s and I've
always said to think of dif-
ferent colors, textures, and
ways of preparing foods.
The more variety you have

Please see DIET, page 3
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By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - At the
St. Cecilia Women’s Club,
there’s a ministry that helps
serve the needy and hungry
several times throughout the
year.

This ministry is called
Loaves and Fishes.

On Nov. 17, club mem-
bers gathered together in
the St. Cecilia Parish Center
kitchen to prep these meals,
which would then be deliv-
ered to unhoused people in
the community.

Debbie Montgomery co-
chairs the ministry with Mary
Jerz, explaining it was found-
ed by the club in the 1980s
and continues to this day.

“When I joined the Club
about seven years ago, I was
working at the time and found
that Loaves & Fishes fit into
my schedule,” Montgomery
said. “I began volunteering
and found the experience very
satisfying. About five years
ago, I became co-chair with
Mary.”

Montgomery shared how
they recruit volunteers and

Loaves and Fishes
serves needy, hungry

The volunteers get to work on prepping the meals.

how the preparation dates are
organized.

“The way the process
works is at the end of the
club’s year, a volunteer sheet
is sent to the members, and
they can sign up for the min-
istry they would like to be in
for the following year, As for

the L&F, I will get a list of the
members that want to volun-
teer to help prepare and serve
meals and members who wish
to donor bread products for
the meal. We also receive
monetary donations that we
collect on our monthly meet-
ings,” Montgomery  said.

Photos courtesy of Cheryl Wesolowski
A group photo of the volunteers part of the Loaves
and Fishes ministry for the St. Cecilia Women’s Club.

“Mary and I plan the dates
and meals for five meals per
year, usually in October, No-
vember, January, March and
April. Some of the meals that
we serve are homemade soup
and sandwiches and pasta and
meatballs.”

Jerz joined the ministry
seven years ago and said, “It
seemed like an interesting and
rewarding way to volunteer
my time.”

She added there’s desserts
“with all the fixings” included
on the meal preparation list.

It should also be noted
that the ministry also makes
peanut butter and jelly sand-
wiches for one of Spring-
field’s children’s afternoon
snack programs.

“We have a wonderful
group of volunteers who
shop, donate, prepare and
serve. We have ‘Bread An-
gels” who donate all the bread
and numerous people who
contribute financially. Every-
one is so giving and helpful
when called upon,” Jerz said.

Montgomery said many
of the club members volun-
teer for this ministry, adding

Please see HUNGRY,
page 10

DIET from page 2

on your plate, the more nutri-
ents,” Jordan said.

Jordan guided listeners
through a visual of the Med-
iterranean  Diet  pyramid,
which was created by the non-
profit Oldways in partnership
with the Harvard School of
Public Health and the World
Health Organization.

Being active and enjoying
meals with others is at the
base of the pyramid.

Jordan, an avid pickle-
ball player, urged the group
to follow recommendations
from the American College
of Sports Medicine and get
at least 150 to 300 minutes
a week of moderate aero-
bic activity and to do mus-
cle-strengthening for all ma-
jor groups twice a week

The largest part of the
Mediterranean food pyramid
consists of fruits, vegetables,
nuts, legumes, whole grains
and olive oil.

“This is a plant-forward
and anti-inflammatory diet,”
Jordan said.

She reminded the group
that frozen foods are frozen
at peak freshness, making

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

appears.

it easy to enjoy them year-
round.

“Eat tons of veggies,” Jor-
dan advised.

Higher on the pyramid is
seafood, which should be eat-
en at least twice a week. You
can remember the healthiest
seafood, Jordan said, with
the word SMASH-—salm-
on, mackerel, anchovies and
albacore tuna, sardines and
herring.

Even higher on the pyr-
amid are dairy and poultry,
which should be enjoyed only
in moderate portions daily to
weekly.

At the very top of the pyr-
amid are red meat and sweets,
which should be eaten spar-

ingly.

“Be careful with the por-
tion size when you have
these,” Jordan said. “Meat
should be no bigger than a
deck of cards or the palm of
your hand.”

To keep portion size
down, think of red meat as
a condiment. Eat fruit rather
than pastry for dessert.

“What could be better
than a perfectly ripe peach
with the juice running down
your chin?” Jordan asked.

Throughout her presenta-
tion, Jordan shared some of
the ways she eats healthy:

If you use mayonnaise, cut
it 50/50 with plain yogurt.

Roasted chickpeas make a
delicious healthy snack.

Toast pita bread to make

your own crunchy crackers.
Wash, dry and freeze
grapes for a refreshing treat.
Flatbread with pear and
fig is a great snack.
Buy tuna packed in water
rather than oil.
Grilling fruit, such as wa-
termelon, enhances its flavor.
Canned legumes are one
of the most nutritious and in-
expensive foods you can buy.
Don’t go overboard with
olive oil; try a non-propellant
non-stick olive oil spray.
Finally, Jordan cautioned
the group, “A lot of the stuff
you read about food on the
internet is not based on sci-
ence.” She advised: “Use the
pyramid as a guide. Stay ac-
tive, stay social. Laugh a lot.”

SELF-CARE IS NOT SELFISH - IT°S NECESSARY.
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St. Mark’s 14th Annual Christmas
Spectacular Concert returns Dec. 21

SPRINGFIELD - St.
Mark’s Annual Christmas
Spectacular concert, a four-
teen-year tradition for the par-
ish, will be held on Sunday,
Dec. 21 at 4 p.m. at St. Mark
Armenian Church, 2427 Wil-
braham Road, Springfield.

The event is open to the
public, and tickets are $20
for adults, $10 for students
and free for children 10 years
and under. This year’s con-
cert will feature Christmas
music from female vocal en-
semble The September Girls
and tenor saxophonist David
Jermakian. A festive recep-
tion for concertgoers with
refreshments and a cash bar
will follow the concert.

The concert will feature
Christmas music from a va-
riety of artists and genres
and has become one of the
parish’s signature Christmas-
time events, welcoming the
Greater Springfield commu-
nity to attend with family and
friends and ring in the holi-
day season.

The September Girls are
a four-women ensemble that
includes Karen Drumbheller,

Jane Garabedian, Ellen Harris
and Brenda Jermakian, all of
Wilbraham. Garabedian and
Jermakian are members of
St. Mark Armenian Church.
In addition to their Christ-
mas repertoire they perform
throughout the holiday sea-
son, the group performs a
variety of music genres, from
Motown to Broadway, Classi-
cal and A Cappella. They are
musicians, music teachers,
choir directors, soloists, and
members of the Springfield
Symphony Chorus, all with a
passionate love for music.
David Jermakian, also

a member of St. Mark, has
been playing saxophone most
of his life, beginning as the

— We would like to extend a warm invitation to all our neighbors
to join us for a holiday meal, the company of others and celebration.

EVANGEL ASSEMBLY 348 Stony Hill Rd., Wilbraham

No cost - No registration required.
“SISNRNNY LT /S

lead Saxophonist with the
Tech Tantrums of Springfield
Technical High School. He’s
enjoyed performing vari-
ous genres of music, such
as Glenn Miller-style, pop,
blues and funk, and has been
a member of several local
bands.

Seating is limited and
RSVPs are appreciated by
contacting Talene Jermaki-
an at talenej@gmail.com or
413-374-8556. For more in-
formation about the concert,
contact Brenda Jermakian,
a member of The Septem-
ber Girls, at (413) 537-4371
or brendajermakian @ gmail.
com.

/.
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“We work closely with
the police and we are here
to show them our support,”
Lynne Frederick, assistant
treasurer, said. “I always had
a great Christmas growing up
and I want other kids to have
that, too.”

Laura Miller, assistant tax
collector for the town, stuffed
the cruiser with a soccer ball,
a football, a basketball and a
Wiffle Ball and bat.

“I’'m keeping to the sports
theme,” Miller said, as she in-
troduced her dog, Remington,
to the officers.

Wilbraham residents Rick
and Judy Seldow drove to Big
Y to donate a Spiderman toy
and a laser tag set.

“We do this every year,”
Rick Seldow said. “It’s fun
to shop for toys for kids and
feels good to give to families
in need.”

As carols played and
Legos, dolls, stuffed animals,
books, board games and more
filled the cruiser, a call came
over the police radio. A Wil-
braham resident was reporting
an “unfamiliar person” tak-
ing clippings of trees on their
property. Presumably some-
one was pilfering branches for
an evergreen wreath—another
sure sign of the holiday sea-
son.

A short distance down
Boston Road, Rik Alvarez,
owner of HasBeen Toys and
Comics, also took up a toy
collection at his store, partner-
ing with the Wilbraham police
and his friend Mike Bolduc.
Bolduc has a YouTube chan-
nel, Lunch Money Comics,
with more than 22,000 sub-
scribers.

“This is our second year
doing the toy drive, so now
we are a well-oiled machine,
promoting the drive on our
channels,” Alvarez said. “Ev-
ery kid who comes to our
store leaves with something,
year-round. On the holidays
we want to give more to kids.”

Last year, Alvarez and
Bolduc collected more than
$400 worth of toys and $800
for the Muscular Dystrophy

Turley photos by Patricia Sullivan

Mike Bolduc and Rik Alvarez spearheaded a toy collection at
Wilbraham’s HasBeen Toys and Comics.

While stuffing the cruiser, donors also packed a police pick-up

with toys.

Association. They add the
toys they gather to the Wil-
braham Police Department’s
Stuff-a-Cruiser collection.
The Wilbraham Public Li-
brary, Monson Savings Bank
and Country Bank contrib-
uted to the toy drive as well.
Library patrons filled a large
box with gifts and even donat-

ed a baby swing.

When the event concluded
at 1 p.m., Peppa Pig, Harry
Potter, Spiderman, Barbie,
Bluey and others stuffed in
the back of the cruiser eager-
ly awaited being delivered to
local homes to be played with
by delighted children.
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LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.

Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

Custom Design Work
Cleaning ** Markers

Monuments
Bronze Plaques
Restorations

201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 < www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com
413-589-7564 Office

413-589-7588 Fax

Cemetery Signage

413-531-5360

Vases
Granite Signs

566-0028

Two Locations:

32 Somers Rd.
Hampden, MA

Fax: 413-267-3496

-d\

May Your Hoildays

RICHARD R. GREEN
Insuamnca/‘iganqy Inc.

Be Merry & Bright!

e AUTO ¢ HOME ¢ BUSINESS ¢ LIFE

® Great Locations ® Registry Service
* Quotes Gladly Given ® We Make Housecalls

Please Visit Our Website For an
Auto, Homeowners, or Life Insurance Quotes

128 Main St.
Monson, MA
267-3495

Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com
www.richardgreeninsurance.com

Low cost tutoring
& scholarships are
available!

We’'re a private,
non-profit organization
at the Palmer Public
Library, here to help you
meet your educational
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Meet Your Professional & Educational Goals

Tutors Needed

For English Language Learners,
HiSet Tutors:
English, Writing & Math

Call to ask about our next

Computer Security class

Comp
Security Class

Basic Computer Use —
Resumé Building & Updating
English Language Learning
GED/HiSET Preparation
Reading, Writing, Math
Citizenship Exam

SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

uter

Contact Us For More Information

413-544-6600 . ¢

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning’org
‘https //topfloorlearning.org/ 4
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DL&G TREE

Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Storm
Damage

Stump
Grinding

Lot
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

INSURED AND CERTIFIED
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SOCIAL SECURITY

VHaltlens

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:

I am almost 57, divorced
after a 14-year marriage.
My former spouse is 15
years older than I and made
significantly more money
than me. I am required to
retire from my job at age 60
but expect to keep working
in some capacity.

I have a girlfriend of a
similar age to me. She did
not earn as much as her for-
mer husband as she mainly
raised their children. She is
also divorced from an old-
er spouse who made more
money than she did. I am
trying to figure out if we will
be penalized if we marry or
if it matters if we wait until
after we reach 60 years of
age. Can I claim my own
benefits when [ become
eligible at 62, then claim
survivor  benefits  later,
whenever my former spouse
passes? Is that affected if,
orwhen, I remarry? I do not
want to give up my potential
survivor benefits from niy
ex-spouse. Are those affect-
ed if  remarry?

If I understand correct-
ly, if I remarry even after
60, we would both forfeit
divorced spousal benefits,
is that right? Given that my
girlfriend’s former spouse
probably made more money
than I, would she be for-
feiting her former spousal
benefits if we were to marry,
even after age 60?

Lastly, I am considering
retiring abroad as an expat.
Any suggestions about how
that would affect our Social
Security benefits?

Signed: Starting Over

Dear Starting Over:

With certain exceptions,
benefits from a living ex-
spouse cannot be collected
if you remarry (regard-
less of your age when you
remarry). So, from what
you’ve shared, whenever
you remarry both you and
your new wife will forfeit
eligibility for benefits from
your respective ex-spouses
while they are living (FYI,
there are exceptions for
those who are disabled).

However, the rules are
different for a surviving ex-
spouse: if you remarry be-
fore age 60, you will forfeit
your surviving ex-spouse
benefit. But if you remarry
after age 60, you retain el-
igibility to collect survivor
benefits from a deceased
former spouse. So, if you
and your girlfriend remar-
ry after you are both age
60, you will both still be
able to claim survivor ben-
efits based on your former
spouses’ records.

About remarrying and
benefits from an ex-spouse

And, yes, it is possible
for you to initially claim
your own SS retirement
benefit at 62 and claim your
surviving ex-spouse ben-
efit later after your former
spouse dies. Provided you
remarry after age 60 you
do not lose that option, but
if you were to claim a sur-
viving ex-spouse benefit be-
fore reaching your Full Re-
tirement Age, the monthly
payment amount would be
reduced, all SS benefits tak-
en before FRA are reduced.

Note too, that if you plan
to continue working after
you are first eligible for SS
benefits, Social Security has
an “earnings test” which
limits how much you can
earn from working while
collecting early benefits.
The limit changes yearly
for 2025 it is $23,400 and if
exceeded, SS will take back
$1 in benefits for every $2
you are over the limit. And,
as you likely know, claim-
ing at age 62 will also mean
a benefit payment of about
30% less than available at
your FRA of 67. So, if you
plan to work after age 62
and plan to claim early SS,
you should take the “earn-
ings test” into consider-
ation. FYI, the earning test
no longer applies after you
reach your Full Retirement
Age.

Now, regarding retiring
overseas, be aware that So-
cial Security has limits on
where you can collect U.S.
Social Security benefits. |
suggest you use Social Se-
curity’s Payments Abroad
Screening Tool to find
out if benefits are payable
wherever you plan to retire
abroad. That SSA tool can
be found here:
https://www.ssa.gov/inter-
national/payments_outside-
US.html.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended
for information purposes
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions and
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security As-
sociation To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

VIEWPOINTS

December 18,2025

Iconic Christmas tree benefits
Habitat for Humanity

By Brandice J. O’Brien
Marketing and
Communications Manager,
Greater Springfield
Habitat for Humanity

WEST  SPRINGFIELD
- The season of giving is
here and in true community
spirit, many will say no one
does Christmastime quite
like New York City or Habi-
tat for Humanity. Each year,
a Norway Spruce is donated,
decorated, and displayed out-
side of Rockefeller Center in
Manhattan. After the tree is
taken down in the New Year,
the trunk is milled into lum-
ber and donated to Habitat
for Humanity International
(HFHI) where it will be used
for a future build.

The partnership between
Real Estate Company Tish-
man Speyer, which owns and
operates Rockefeller Center,
and HFHI formed in 2007.
The collaboration inspired

“The Carpenter’s
Gift,” by David
Rubel, a chil-
dren’s book that
follows the jour-
ney of a young
boy who wished
for a decent
home and how it
comes true in an
unexpected way.
Books are avail-
able for $10 each
at Greater Spring-
field Habitat for
Humanity (GSH-
FH) by calling
(413) 739-5503.
“The  heart-
warming tale
told in ‘The Car-
penter’s Gift’

brings  together
— through beau-
tiful illustrations
and a moving,
multi-generation-
al story — two
great traditions:
the Rocke-
feller Center
tree and the
neighbor-help-
ing-neighbor  program  of
Habitat for Humanity,” said
late President James “Jim-
my” Carter in a previous in-
terview. “The tree annually
brightens the Christmas sea-
son for millions who see it.
Habitat houses brighten the
lives of families all over the
world — for those who live
in them and those who build
them.”

Since 2007, trees have
been harvested from and used
in Mid-Atlantic and New
England states, with the ex-
ception of the first tree. That
spruce came from Connecti-
cut, and its lumber was used
in Mississippi.

Photo credit: The Center Magazine

The 2025 Rockefeller Center Christmas
tree, before it was cut down, on its
property in East Greenbush, New York.
Owner Judy Russ said donating the tree
is a way to honor her late husband, Dan,
and other family members who have
passed away.

This  year’s  Norway
Spruce hails from East
Greenbush, a suburb of Al-
bany, New York. It’s 74 feet
tall, 45 feet wide, and weighs
roughly 11 tons.

The tree is topped with
more than 50,000 multi-col-
ored lights and 5 miles of
wire wrapped around it. A
three-dimensional star, de-
signed by architect Daniel
Libeskind in 2018, is perched
on top. The star weighs ap-
proximately 900 pounds, has
70 spikes, and is covered in 3
million crystals.

“That’s so cool,” said Tri-
na Winans, Greater Spring-
field Habitat volunteer and
supporter.

Photo credit: today.com
ABOVE: The 2025 Rockefeller
Center Christmas tree
is lit up with more than
50,000 multicolored
lights and 5 miles of wire
wrapped around it. A
three-dimensional star,
designed by architect Daniel
Libeskind in 2018, is perched
on top. The star weighs
approximately 900 pounds,
has 70 spikes, and is
covered in 3 million crystals.

GSHFH  intern
Shlosser agreed.

“That is a very kind and
generous thing,” he said. “I'm
very thankful for it because
it means another family will
have the wood needed for a
home.”

The tree caught Rockefel-
ler Center head gardener Erik
Pauze’s attention after a pic-
ture of the spruce reached him
via a Rockefeller Center se-
curity supervisor. Erik visited
the tree at Judy Russ’s family
property in East Greenbush.

“As soon as I saw it, I
knew it was perfect,” Erik
said.

Erik returned to the Russ
property several times to wa-
ter and care for the tree.

The spruce arrived at
Rockefeller Center on Nov. 8.

The 2025 Rockefeller
Center Christmas tree is lit
daily from Sam to midnight
until mid-January 2026 when
it’s turned off at 10pm. There
are a few exceptions. On
Christmas Day, the tree is lit
for 24 hours. On New Year’s
Eve, it is lit from 5 a.m. to 9
p.m.

Nate
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By Ellenor Downer

n Oakham resident
saw a purple finch in
her yard recently.

The purple finch is about
six inches long. It has a sturdy
body, short tail and a conical
bill designed to crack seed.
The male has raspberry red
covering its head, chest and
back. The color fades into a
lighter pink tone on the bel-
ly. The wings and tail are
brown with red highlights.
The female has no red color-
ing and is brown and white
with heavy streaking. It has a
white eyebrow stripe.

The purple finch and
house finch are often con-
fused. The purple finch as a
more uniform raspberry color
and the house finch is more
orange red color. The house

(Qa
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finches color is limited to the
head and upper chest. The
purple finch also has notch
at the base of its tail and is
larger.

Purple finches bread pri-
marily in Canada and the
northeastern United States
including New England and
the Great Lakes region. The
purple finch is the state bird
of New Hampshire.

A typical clutch consists
of for or five pale blue eggs
with small dark speckles.
The female incubates the
eggs for about 12-14 days
while the male provides food.
Once hatched, both parents
feed the nestlings a mixture
of regurgitated seeds and in-

Purple finch

sects to ensure proper nutri-
tion. The fledglings leave the
nest roughly two weeks after
hatching, though parents con-
tinue feeding and protecting
them for another week or two.

They are fond of black
oil sunflower seeds, safflow-
er seeds, and millet offered
in tube or platform feeders.
In summer they supplement
their diet with insects and
catepillars as well as black-
berries and cherries.

Birds during snow storm
A Brimfield resident
emailed, “During the recent
snow storm (Tuesday, Dec. 2)
there were 30 plus dark-eyed

juncos in the yard and one
white-throated sparrow.

Bird bath visitors

The Brimfield resident
said he went looking for his
bird bath heater and could not
find it.

He said, “Eventually I
did find it, in the bird bath. It
wasn’t connected and grass
had grown over the cord so
I couldn’t see it, but dug
around and eventually found
the cord, got it plugged in and
now the bath isn’t freezing.”

He has a trail camera near
the bird bath. Lots of birds are
using the bird bath, mostly
to get a drink. Birds coming
to the bird bath include blue
jay, Carolina wren, cardinal,
cedar waxwing (six), chick-
adee, goldfinch, mourning
dove, robin (three), titmouse
and white-throated sparrow.

He said, “Robins took a
bath but when it was warm-
er, temperature in the upper
40s. Junco are the only cold
weather bathers.” Mammals
seen at the bird bath are opos-
sum, raccoon, mouse at least
two and a mole.

He thinks the tub he uses
for the bird bath has a leak

because the water level goes
down and he has to refill it
ever couple of day. He said,
“The local pond are now
frozen. We did a few trips
around the area and never
saw any migrating ducks, just
mallards and Canada geese.

Helping birds

Birds are attracted to wa-
ter during winter months.
They do not bath when tem-
peratures are below freezing,
but they do take a drink. A
source of unfrozen water will
attract birds.

Providing wild birds with
clean drinking water is help-
ful. However, providing a
roomy bathing area that stays
thawed even in severely-cold
weather can be harmful in
some cases. Before heating
devices kept birdbaths ice
free, birds could bathe in nat-
urally-melted water and be
able to fly off without their
feathers freezing. According
to the blog Cool Green Sci-
ence-Stories of The Nature
Conservancy, birds bathing
while air temperatures are
frigid risk harm due to fro-

Please see BIRDS, page 15
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when submitted.

Editorial
Policy

Letters to the editor should be
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be
published. We require letter writers to
include his or her town of residence
and home telephone number. We
must authenticate authorship prior
to publication. We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal
attacks, defamation of character and
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor,
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy

The TIMES will gladly correct
factual errors that appear in this paper
and can be substantiated. Corrections
or clarifications will always appear on
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail
or mailed communication to the editor
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
is published every Thursday by Turley
Publications, Inc. One year out of town
subscriptions are available at $45, out
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission
of news material, letters to the editor
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden
Times welcomes readers to
participate in this year’s election
campaigns by writing letters to
the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times,
care of Turley Publications, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed
10 413-289-1977 or emailed to
krivers@turley.com. Please include
a daytime telephone number for
verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered
for that Thursday’s newspaper.

No attack letters will be printed.
No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy
will be printed. If the volume of
letters received is larger than the
space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive,
the newspaper reserves the right
to print a representative sample.
No endorsement letters will be
printed in the last edition before the
election.

For more information, call the
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election
coverage, the newspaper plans to
print stories about contested races
for Congress, state Senate, state
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks
leading up to the election, as well
as a question-and-answer voters
guide. In order to ensure fairness
1o all candidates, no political press
releases will be printed, nor will
reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to
further publicize their candidacy,
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden
Times.
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for this page by e-mail to
krivers@turley.com or

mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.

WFD Retiree
Breakfast

On the morning of Dec. 9, we had
the pleasure of hosting a retiree
breakfast. It was a great opportunity
to reconnect and share stories with

ONCATULATIONS
G DI WISILS T

Photos and caption courtesy of Wilbraham Fire Department

: Annual Stuff-a-Cruiser
HFD IEVIEWS TOYS tOYS and more tOYS! Success! The Wilbraham
. Police Relief Association
safety practices would like to sincerely thank
everyone who stopped by our
and ladderS Stuff-A-Cruiser event on Dec.
6 at the Big Y World Class
Photos and caption courtesy of Market whether it was just
Hampden Fire Department say hi, make a donation or

drop off treats.

We would like to especially
thank HasBeen Toys and
Comics, Country Bank,
Monson Savings Bank,
Wilbraham Public Library

and the Town of Wilbraham
Collectors/Treasurers Office
for their very generous
donations. We received

Photos and caption courtesy of Wilbraham Police Department hundreds of tOVS that will be
distributed to local families in
need that have been identified
through our professional
contacts, community
connections, the Hampden-
Wilbraham Regional School
District and the Scantic Valley

YMCA Branch.

THANK YOU Wilbraham, we
As the nights grow colder, more could not do this without
households are turning to their fireplaces you and the officers & their
for warmth. On the night of Dec. 8, families who volunteered their
firefighters are reviewing essential safety time to make this event a
practices and the operational use of success.
ground ladders, ensuring they’re prepared Editor’s Note: Check out Patricia
to access chimneys safely if needed. Sullivan’s story on this event in this

week’s Times for even more photos!

Hampden lit up
for Christmas!

Submitted photo John Flynn

Ahead of this past Sunday’s tree
lighting, Selectboard Chair John
Flynn spotted the gazebo at the
new Town Hall on Wilbraham Road
alight with Christmas lights and

colors.
THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:
413-279-CAKE _
2341 Boston Rd. Stop in for all your
Wilbraham holiday gatherings!
Facebook Call 413-279-CAKE
Theme Cakes by Joelene ttext|41 3'427;3302
Daily Specials Posted 0 place an order.
on Facebook! HOLIDAY HOURS:
Tues 12/2310-5
Wed 12/24 Christmas Eve 10 - 3
We offer so much more than cake! Huge jumbo cupcakes, cake pops, oversized cookies, Thurs 12/25 Christmas Day Closed
cheesecake, crumb cake, brownies, blondies, tiramisu, baklava, cake slices, Fri12/26 10 -5
French macarons, coconut macaroons, Gannoli, Italian cookies, nostalgic candy & more! Sat12/278-2

Tues 12/3010-5
Wed 12/31 New Year’s Eve 10 — 3
Thurs 1/1 New Year’s Day Closed

Fri1/210-5
Sat1/38-2
January 6 — 13 Joelene will be on vacation
BUT THE SHOP WILL BE OPEN

Tues- Fri 11-5 Sat 10 -2
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Breault touches on numerous items in TA report

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - Wilbra-
ham Town Administrator Nick
Breault gave a very informa-
tive report during the meeting
of the Select Board on Mon-
day, Dec. 8.

He began by noting that
National Grid has rolled out
its Smart Meter program.

According to National
Grid’s website, the company
is in the process of swapping
out all traditional electric me-
ters with smart meters, which
connect to Wi-Fi. These smart

meters offer more control over
energy usage, improved ser-
vice, real-time data and faster
response times with more ad-
vanced technology.

“Folks should have re-
ceived the first communication
by now. It’s my understanding
that there will be a second one
coming out. So, keep an eye
out on that. We’ll publish on
the website information as we
can,” Breault said.

He also gave an update
on FlashVote, a survey plat-
form that the town is using to
gather residents’ thoughts on
a variety of important topics.

This will allow town officials
to better serve the community
and meet its needs.

“So, after an initial push,
we have as of this morning
175 people signed up,” Breault
said. “I think we need 125
more to get to where we need
to be for the full panel, but
that was a good start. I think
that was maybe with seven- or
10-days’ worth of push. We
encourage folks to sign up for
that.”

Breault added that the next
step will be for the Select
Board members to provide
guidance for what the town

wants to accomplish with the
first survey.

“It doesn’t necessarily
need to be the most import-
ant one or a very hard-hitting
one,” he said. “Certainly, we
want to use it properly and
get information but just start
thinking of a topic you think
would be suitable.”

Breault estimated that
there will probably be ques-
tions or an entire survey ded-
icated to the Building Utili-
zation Committee to address
how residents would like to
see it move forward. He did
say it may be a bit early for

that one.

In the folders Breault gave
the Select Board members
before the meeting, he in-
cluded information about next
spring’s Town Meeting.

“It’s not too early to start
thinking about Town Meet-
ing in my estimation. We’ve
been gathering warrant arti-
cles,” Breault said. “There’s
a few different drafts. Most of
them before you will probably
make it in some form, but I
just wanted to bring those to
your attention... It’s food for
thought.”

Lastly, Breault gave his

best wishes on behalf of the
board to a long-tenured town
employee who recently retired
after more than three decades
of service to Wilbraham.

“I want to take a moment
and recognize Dennis Dumais.
Mr. Dumais is now a retiree
of the town of Wilbraham,”
Breault said. “He had his last
day, and his last assignment
was basically running the day-
to-day over at the town dump.
Just want to wish him well in
retirement. He ran a good shop
over there, and a lot of folks
appreciate the work that he did
over 32 years with the town.”

‘A beautiful joining of
the Lutheran and Episcopal traditions.”

758 Main Street, Wilbraham
413-596-3045

Wednesday, December 24 at 6:00 p.m.
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP

Holy Communion with music of the season

Visit our website — www.ctke.org —
for more information about our church
AND to access a livestream of the
Christmas Eve Service on December 24th.

BLESSED &
BEAUTIFUL CHRISTMAS
Services, Special Events
¢» Celebrations of Faith.
All are Welcome!

FEDERATED COMMUNITY CHURCH
590 Main Street, PO Box 246 3
E, (413) 566-3711 fax: 566-5324 *
4 hampdenfederated @gmail.com [

£ Hampden, MA 01036
www.hampdenfederatedchurch.org

Blue Christmas Service
Saturday, Dec. 20 at 4 p.m.

Christmas Eve
Worship Service
Wednesday, Dec. 24 at 5:30 p.m.

~ All Are Welcome! ~

St. Mary's Church

27 Somers Road, Hampden
COME HOME FOR CHRISTMAS

Father Mark and Deacon Leo invite you
to join the parishioners of Saint Mary’s
for our Christmas Masses.

CHRISTMAS EVE
Wednesday, December 24
Mass @ 4 pm & 6 pm

CHRISTMAS DAY
Thursday, December 25
Mass @ 8 am & 11 am

NEW YEAR’S EVE
Wednesday, December 31

Mass @ 4 pm

NEW YEAR’S DAY

Thursday, January 1
Mass @ 9 am

Y
REJOICE

Christmas
at Wilbraham
United Church

Sunday, Dec. 21

10:00 a.m.
Christmas Pageant
with Live Nativity

Wednesday, Dec. 24

4:00 p.m.

Family Christmas Eve Service
7:00 p.m.

Service of Lessons and Carols

All are Welcome!

500 Main Street
Wilbraham, MA 01095
(413) 596-2511
wilbrahamunitedchurch.org
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and Mark Pafumi of Pafumi’s
on Main, Derrick Biermann
of Biermann Services, Bob-
by Ward of The Guilty Grape
with help from Mark Pafumi
Jr., David and Lisa Gomes for
the sound system, the police
and fire departments, Parks
& Recreation for the “bistro”
lighting, Jason Dominick and
Kayla Slessler for decorations
and Facilities Manager Sam
Boyd. Also, Wilbraham Scout
Troop 359, who installed the
Nativity Scene.

The Times was the media
Sponsor.

Squindo thanked everyone
for coming out for the event.

“It’s holiday get-togethers
like this that I appreciate the
most. It brings us together,
reminds us that we’re here
for each other, to the com-
munity, make some Ssnow-
people, throw some snow-
balls, have some cocoa, see
the tree light,” Squindo said.
“And with that, on behalf of
the Wilbraham Select Board,
I just want to wish you all
Merry Christmas, a Happy
Hannukkah, a joyous Kwan-
zaa and a holiday season full
of light and cheer.”

O’Connor shared the his-
tory of the club, which is an
international service organi-
zation “that tackles some of
our world’s most persistent
issues,” with a global net-
work of 1.2 million members
that volunteer their skills and
resources “to solve prob-
lems and address community
needs.”

“Locally, the Rotary Club
of Wilbraham-Hampden
keeps very busy running edu-
cational or charitable projects
that support children, seniors,
families and needy individu-
als,” O’Connor said.

One project the club focus-
es on is the Dictionary Project,
which for 25 years has provid-
ed more than 4,500 third-grad-
ers with their own personal
dictionary, promotiing literacy
for all.

“This year, our members
visited third-grade classrooms
in Hampden and Wilbraham,
where we delivered person-
al dictionaries to almost 200
enthusiastic young readers,”
O’Connor said.

The club, O’Connor said,
has also awarded scholarships
to high school seniors for
more than 40 years.

“Next month, we will start
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Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Per tradition now, the members of the Rotary Club of Wilbraham-Hampden pose for their annual

photo with Santa Claus.

A family photo with Santa Claus as he meets children and

families in Wilbraham.

recruiting high school seniors
from Wilbraham and Hamp-
den to apply for the club’s
$2,000 post-secondary school
scholarships that we grant
each year,” O’Connor said.
“We are busy, but with the
help of our community part-
ners, we stay very focused.”

Allison Henry, owner/chef
of The Sugar Chalet, was ex-
cited to provide treats for at-
tendees.

“I did mini red velvet and

HANNOUSH

JEWELERS.
CHICOPEE

“A Family Business You Can Trust”
704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

Is At An All-Time High!
25% Extra

10%
Extra Cash

When Cashing In

Your

chocolate cupcakes with a va-
nilla frosting. I think a lot of
people enjoy chocolate this
time of year, especially, so I
figured it would be something
everybody would enjoy,” Hen-
ry said. “I brought our cookie
box forms so that people can
learn about the cookies that
we’re doing for the holiday
season.”

Henry enjoyed seeing fa-
miliar faces and new friends
stopping by.

When You Use Your

Towards

A New Purchase

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work « Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 « office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net

You’re never too old to see Santa Claus as this group of teens poses for a fun photo.

“I think it’s cool to see all
the people that I know come
to the bakery also be here and
to just meet new members of
the community,” Henry said.
“This is my first tree lighting
that I’ve actually been to, so
I think it’s fun to be a part of
it and just see everyone in the
community come together and
enjoy being together.”

She got involved in the
event through knowing Peter
Salerno, the rotary club’s vice
president, and from there, has
gotten more involved with the
club.

“I try and go to the meet-
ings whenever I can and help
out and we have the donation
boxes in the bakery, so we’re
just kind of collecting more
donations for the holidays be-
cause there’s people in need.
So, I think it’s a good time to
collect all of those things and
give them to people who need
them,” Henry said.

Henry is looking forward
to making the Christmas cook-
ie boxes ahead of the holiday.

“I like to decorate the little
gingerbread men, put them all
in the boxes,” Henry said.

As for her wish for Santa, a
second oven.

Henry wished the commu-
nity a Merry Christmas and
thanked the Rotary Club for
inviting her to take part in the
event.

“I'm happy to just be in-
volved and meet all these new
people!” Henry said.

To learn more about
the Rotary Club of Wilbra-
ham-Hampden, visit the Ro-
tary Club’s Facebook page or
contact Secretary Brad Sperry
at413-537-4171 or Salerno at
203-214-7954.

New Owners

148 Carmelinas Circle

Units & Sizes Available:
Climate Controlled 5x10/10x10
Regular Units 5x10/10x10/10x15/10x20/10x30

COMPLETE
STORAGE

COMPLETESTORAGEDBA.COM
413-308-6904

Ludliow, MA

Climate Controlled Units Available

Outside Parking Spaces Also
Available for Boats, RVs, Trailers, Etc.

186 MAIN STREET, INDIAN ORCHARD

Anatolian
Tfebab House

(413) 333-4744

THE UNIQUE TASTE OF TURKISH CUISINE IN
AN AMERICAN ATMOSPHERE

1%
53

TAKE OUT ¢

DELIVERY

Mediterranean Pide (Flatbreads),
Kebabs, Gyros, Seafood, Falafel,
Wraps, Sandwiches, Salads & More

|| WE CATER ALL OCCASIONS!

OPEN 7 DAYS 12-9PM
www. anatolian-kebab-house.square.site DOORDASH

ORDER ONLINE
DELIVERY
WITH UBER &
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Hampden
Post Acute
supports
animal
shelters

Launches ‘Operation
Santa Paws’

WILBRAHAM - Hamp-
den Post Acute in Wilbraham,
where residents often benefit
from animal-assisted therapy
visits, has launched “Oper-
ation Santa Paws” to collect
pet supplies and donate them
to a local animal shelter.

Through Dec. 22, the
skilled nursing facility at 9
Maple St. welcomes donated
items such as blankets and
towels, dog and cat beds, un-
opened pet food/treats, pet
toys, grooming products, col-
lars and leashes, and food/wa-
ter bowls.

Therapy animals play a vi-
tal role in long-term care resi-
dents’ lives, particularly those
living with dementia and Alz-
heimer’s. Benefits of animal
therapy for seniors include
emotional uplift, increased
self-esteem, improved social
skills, and reduced risk of de-
pression and anxiety.

For more information,
call (413) 596-2411.

Shop Till You
Drop is back

HAMPDEN - Our annual
fundraiser is back! Great gifts
for everyone on your gift list
are available at the Hampden
Senior Center, 104 Allen St.

Open for shopping on
Monday Noon to 3 p.m.,
Tuesday, Wednesday and
Friday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and
Thursday 9 a.m. to Noon.

Don’t delay, sale ends
Dec. 24.

SUPPORT from page 1

board is now being asked by
the Regional School Commit-
tee to support the Commit-
tee’s decision to withdraw its
invitation from Mass School
Building Assistance to partic-
ipate in Accelerated Repair
Program to repair and replace
the windows and doors at the
Wilbraham Middle School
and instead seek inclusion
in the Massachusetts School
Building Assistance CORE
program for the purpose of
assisting in much larger as-
sessment of the options avail-
able.”

The next two points con-
cerned how the School Com-
mittee “does not need the
approval of the Selectboards
to withdraw or to file a state-
ment of interest” and it’s at
the committee’s sole discre-
tion and the issue is not new.

“Since 2015, it has been
recommended to the Region-
al School Committee that
they seek assistance through
the Mass School Building
Assistance Program to ad-
dress Middle School issues.
In February 2015, ‘The Mid-
dle School Task Force has
voted to recommend that the
Hampden-Wilbraham  Re-
gional School Committee
submit an application to the
Massachusetts School Build-
ing Authority for partial state
reimbursement of a renovat-
ed or new regional middle
school.” In October 2015,
The Middle School Task
Force (MSTF) delivered rec-
ommendations to the School
Committee at its Oct. 13
meeting that Wilbraham Mid-
dle School (WMS) should
become the location for a
single unified middle school,”
Davenport read. “The short-
term plan entailed combining
Hampden’s Thornton W. Bur-
gess’ (TWB) population with
WMS. The long-term ap-
proach focused on the district
partnering with the Massa-
chusetts School Building Au-
thority (MSBA) to renovate
the existing building or create

a new one that ‘supports the
educational, social, and emo-
tional needs of the children of
Hampden and Wilbraham.
Yet here we are, 10 years ag-
onizing over the same issues.
In the meanwhile, over those
10 years, little to nothing has
been done to implement the
recommended repairs or re-
lieve the overcrowding. The
answer is clear, we should be
looking toward the long-term
future.”

Davenport then noted the
“most immediate and serious
question,” about “what must
be done now and over the
next two to three years while
the CORE process plays out
to protect the health and safe-
ty of students and faculty
and improve the educational
environment for the students
currently in the building and
for those who will soon be in
the building until a long term
solution is formulated.”

“The issues are clearly
outlined in a recent commu-
nication from the Regional
School Committee: ‘A fea-
sibility study conducted in
2015 noted that several build-
ing systems, including wa-
ter and sanitary systems, the
HVAC system, the electrical
service, walls and insulation,
windows and doors, the fire
protection system, and the
kitchen require extensive up-
grades. Additionally, many
more building modifications
would be required to provide
accessible spaces for stu-
dents, staff, and visitors. We
are also aware that there are
serious air quality problems
in the building, but at this
point a study has yet to be
conducted to help us under-
stand what needs to be done
to correct the problem. And
most recently and urgent-
ly we have learned there are
problems with the asbestos
containing floor tiles in a few
rooms cracking and pulling
up from the floor. Unfortu-
nately, during the floor tile
assessment some crumbling
of the walls was also noted,””
Davenport read. “And, this

EARLY DEADLINES

FOR ADS & LEGAL NOTICES

New Year'’s will bring early deadlines for all ads & legal notices to run in
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS the week of Dec. 29, 2025 - Jan. 2, 2026:

Friday, December 26 at 2 PM for January 1 issue
e Country Journal e The Register ® Wilbraham-Hampden Times
e Agawam Advertiser News

Monday, December 29 at 2 PM for January 1 issue
e Sentinel ® The Journal Register
e Ware River News e Barre Gazette

Tuesday, December 30 at 2 PM for January 2 issue
e Quaboag Current ® Town Reminder
e The Holyoke Sun e Chicopee Register

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS
24 \Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
413-283-8393 e www.turley.com
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does not include the prob-
lems with over-crowding and
spaces that are not conducive
to learning.”

Davenport also made two
points clear.

“The majority, if not all
of those defects outlined in
the letter were identified, 10
years ago. Over those years,
nothing has been done to
address any of them,” Dav-
enport read. “I want to be
equally clear that the Region-
al Agreement and the Lease
Agreement between the Town
of Wilbraham, which owns
the building and the Regional
Committee states it is the re-
sponsibility of the Tenant (in
this case the Region) to main-
tain and repair all the prop-
erty ‘in good, safe, usable,
workable, operating condi-
tion.” And that costs of more
than $35,000 ‘shall be con-
sidered capital costs.” Further,
the regional agreement states
‘All expenses in the nature of
capital outlay for leased ele-
mentary and middle schools
.....shall be the responsibility
of the town(s) in which the el-
ementary or middle school(s)
is located.” It could take years
before a final resolution is
achieved.”

Davenport said he would
support the letter of support
“contingent upon the Region
and the owner of the building
(the Town of Wilbraham) in
compliance with the Region-
al Agreement and the Lease
agreement taking immediate
and constructive action to pri-
oritize and develop an action
plan to mitigate the current
deficiencies while the CORE
program process progresses.”

“In my view, it is unfair to
the students and faculty and
irresponsible to delay any
further steps to mitigate the
many issues presented,” Dav-
enport read. “I believe that
should be made clear if the
Board votes to offer a letter
of support.”

After thanking Davenport
for summarizing the prior
meeting discussion, Flynn
noted he was on the Middle

School Task Force as well.

“i think, in our eyes, it
was pretty apparent that that
would have been the right
time to do the two approach,
which was while a middle
school was being construct-
ed, we do a sharing of the
population between Thorn-
ton Burgess and Wilbraham
Middle, which would have
mitigated any overcrowd-
ing towards, what we felt,
would have been the proper
outcome would have been a
Minnechaug campus, basi-
cally, six through 12, which
would have been an incredi-
ble thing,” Flynn said. “Now,
if that’s the goal we’re doing
this year, great. Although,
probably would have been
done for 40% of the cost we
would see now. That’s water
over the dam. We need to
move forward.”

After reiterating Daven-
port’s concerns about what
the students will experience
over the next couple of years
during this process, Flynn
emphasized how “that needs
to be addressed.”

“The overall concept is
good, I think we see that, but
there’s nuts and bolts that
need to be addressed as part
of it,” Flynn said.

Selectboard Member Erik
Vanderleeden has children in
the middle school right now,
sharing “at the end of the day,
we are faced with the reality
that nothing has been done,
and here we are.”

“So, we’ve reached an
impasse and the accelerat-
ed program is just, kind of,
putting Band-Aids on a big-
ger problem. So, we need
to move forward and think
bigger. I agree it should have
been done years ago, but here
we are,” Vanderleeden said.
“So, based on that, I think we
need to move forward with
that and, yes, I do agree that
there needs to be something
done to the existing school
while the core program is be-
ing evaluated.”

Vanderleeden said “these
things take time” and thinks

“there could be some stop-
gaps and some ways that
may, at least do some—I'm
not calling it the bare min-
imum—but just enough to
kind of make the air quality
better, things like that.”

“Things, little steps, so we
don’t have to put $1 million
HVAC systems in to do that,
but maybe there’s an oppor-
tunity to do ventilation or do
some other stopgaps in the
meantime to just kind of kick
the can down the road un-
til they can either say, ‘Hey,
we’re going to fix up this
whole school and do a whole
gut or we're going to replace
the whole school,”” Vander-
leeden said. “I think that we
all kind of think based on the
condition that the school’s in,
that we’re going to most like-
ly be recommended that it’d
be replaced, but we will kind
of see when that core evalua-
tion comes through.”

Flynn added the students
going to the middle school in
the future need to be consid-
ered as well.

“Their education is im-
portant also,” Flynn said. “As
Don said, we have to have a
clear plan in place. What’s
the five-year plan until that
happens?”

After former Hampden
School Committee Member
Fran Netherwood shared his
thoughts and asked about the
cost to Hampden—which
Flynn noted, according to re-
cent data shared by Assistant
Superintendent for Finance,
Operations and Human Re-
sources Dr. Douglas Slaugh-
ter, the cost would be in the
58% range, meaning 42%
of costs would be the two
towns’ responsibilities, with
Hampden’s “roughly 20% of
that”—the board cast their
vote “with an understanding
that meetings will continue”
and a five to six year plan for
the current WMS will be part
of the process.

Slaughter also noted the
core building program appli-
cation will open in January
and be due in April 2026.

HUNGRY from page 3

she enjoys working with them
throughout the year.

“We have many volun-
teers for this worthy mission
and it is a pleasure working
with them. They are willing to
do anything needed to make a
wholesome meal. Itis a ‘hap-
py’ kitchen,” Montgomery
said.

Jerz said the preparation
process begins early in the
day.

“Usually expecting to
serve 100 people, the Ia-
dies arrive by 8 a.m. to start
the preparation. There is a
sandwich-making station, a
cooking station and a dessert
station. The meals are all put
together for transport to the
church,” Jerz said. “It is truly

519
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a working production. All of
the ladies love to come. It is
such a rewarding experience
and a lovely social event for
everyone.”

Come 11 a.m., Jerz added,
it’s time to pack everything
up for transportation.

“We’re very fortunate to
have two members from the
Knights of Columbus, Ed and
John, to help with the lift-
ing of the heavy pots,” Jerz
said. “When we arrive at the
homeless shelter, the food is
brought in with help from the
workers at the shelter and we
go to work and serve every-
one. It is so rewarding to see
how grateful each and every
one is to have a good meal.”

Montgomery said serving
the needy is what fulfills her
and the volunteers the most.

“After the meals are pre-
pared, we transport them to
the soup kitchen at the South

Congregational Church on
Maple Street in Spring-
field. We usually serve

around 100 people. It is very
gratifying and satisfying to
be able to serve a meal to
people who depend on the
soup kitchen for food,” Mont-

gomery said. “The people are
very appreciative for a home-
cooked meal and the soup
kitchen is grateful for our
help and support.”

For Jerz, it gives perspec-
tive on those who need help
and support.

“It truly opens your eyes
to people who are less fortu-
nate than we are. They are all
so grateful, leaving our hearts
warm that we gave them
a warm smile and a warm
meal,” Jerz said.

Montgomery  encourag-
es the community to get in-
volved and lend their support
to those in need.

“Our club will continue
to support Loaves & Fishes
as there is a growing need to
serve the meals to the hungry,
as government programs are
reduced or cut altogether. I
think the number of meals
will increase because of the
cold season coming,” Mont-
gomery said.

Jerz had this message.

“Everyone is welcome to
join the Loaves and Fishes. It
is a welcoming and rewarding
ministry that brings out the
good in everyone,” Jerz said.

e Sump Pumps

53962 ¢ Footing Drains
e Gravity Drains
¢ Landscape Drainage

e Crawlspaces ¢ Bulkheads
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Miles Fergus is
pressured near
the end line.

acehook.com/turleysports

Andrew
Grasso

the arc.

AMHERST - Last
Saturday evening, Min-
nechaug Regional High
School boys basketball
participated in the Pi-
oneer Valley Tip-Off
Class at the University
of Massachusetts-Am-
herst The Falcons fell
54-48 against Amherst
Regional. In the defeat,
Miles Fergus led the
Falcons with 12 points.
Andrew Grasso finished
nine points. Minnechaug
is O-1.

Falcons

suffer loss
to Amherst

drives into

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Gaden Duke avoids a jumping defense with a move around him.

Darren Duah looks to pass out of the paint.

Max Fergus drives to the hoop.

Caden Duke avoids a jumping defense with a move around him.

The Class A and B all-stars

Minnechaug’s Zoe Pinnock, Ava Nuzzle, and Zoriah Wray.

Falcons
take part
in all-star
game

SPRINGFIELD — On
Nov. 24, Minnechaug girls
soccer players Zoe Pinnock,
Ava Nuzzle, and Zoriah
Wray took part in the Se-
nior All-Star Game held at
Pope Francis High School.
The event has become a
tradition following the
state tournament games.

Zoriah Wray dribbles
down the field.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Falcons girls basketball
gets first win of season

WILBRAHAM - Last
Friday night, Minnechaug
Regional High School girls
basketball opened up the
regular season with a vic-
tory against Westfield High
School.

Minnechaug opened up
with a shutout in the first
quarter against the Bomb-
ers, up 14-0. That momen-
tum carried the Falcons to
a 60-17 win as Westfield
could not mount any of-
fense against the Falcons.

Zahara Wilson had a
huge game in the season
opener as she finished
with 22 points. She had
five three-pointers. Eliza-
beth Woytowicz and Cailin
O’Brien had nine points
each in the win.

Minnechaug faced
Northampton earlier this
week, then the Falcons will
have eight days off before
facing Longmeadow on
Tuesday, Dec. 23 at 6:30
p-m. at home.

Page 11
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Railers score win over Pirates

PORTLAND, ME — The
Portland Pirates ruined a lot
of nights for the Worcester
IceCats and Sharks through
the decades.

The Railers got some re-
venge here Saturday evening
by beating the Pirates, 4-2,
in front of 4,803 fans as the
Maine Mariners did a nostal-
gia game playing as the old
AHL team.

The game went down
to the final minutes with
Worcester clinching it on
Drew Callin’s empty net
goal with 26 seconds left in
the third period. It was a 2-2
game with less than 10 min-
utes to go in the third, then
Ryan Miotto broke the tie
with a great wrist shot from
the left circle at 10:25.

Cole Donhauser and Matt
DeMelis had the other Rail-
ers goals. Max Andreev and
Robert Cronin scored for the
Pirates. Once again Worces-
ter got splendid goaltending
from Parker Gahagen who
stopped 32 of 34 shots.

It was an outcome that

Wilbraham Hiking Club
Sue Burk
WILBRAHAM - 2025

was a great year for the
Wilbraham Hiking Club!
The club’s TeamReach App
membership passed 360,
with more than 90 mem-
bers who hiked at least one
hike. There’s been at least
one hike nearly every week
year-round, and sometimes
more than one. The club of-
fered relaxed-pace and mod-
erate-pace hikes, as well
as some long-distance walks
and challenging hikes. Re-
cent special jaunts included
a rugged challenging hike
along Section 8 of the New
England Trail in Granby, an
easy woodland hike at Park
Hill Orchard in Easthamp-
ton, which included a chance
to see the sculptures which
are part of their Art in The

could easily have been re-
versed except that Worcester
refused to give in.

“I think we
stuck with a lot
of our game
plan,” coach
Nick  Tuz-
zolino said.

“We got put

back on our

heels a little bit

at the start of the
second period af-

ter a pretty good first
period but I thought we
responded well.”

The victory allowed
the Railers to finish a sev-
en-game road trip with a
4-2-1 record. They earned
nine of a possible 14 points,
a .643 pace. Worcester is
9-3-1 in its last 13 games.

The first period was
played at a yellow light
pace and ended 0-0 although
Worcester outshot the home
team, 13-7. Things quick-
ened in the second and inten-
sified just before the clock
hit the game’s midway point.

The Railers were a man
short when they developed
a 3 on 1. They crashed the

Maine
zone but
probably
got in too

deep. Ross

Mitton was

the last man
to touch the
puck but
had no room
to beat goalie

Brad Arvanitis.
On cue, the Mar-
iners came back with an
odd-man rush of their own.
They finished this one well
with Andreev firing 20-foot-
er under the crossbar from

the left circle.

Worcester did not trail for
long.

Donhauser stole the puck
at center ice and outskated a
pair of defenders. He made a
little move between the cir-
cles and as Arvanitis reacted,
Donhauser put a short shot
between his pads.

DeMelis gave the Rail-

ers a 2-1 lead at 5:41 of the
third period, scoring from
in close. Cronin tied it on
a power play at 9:12. Once
again Worcester responded
quickly as Miotto hit the top
far corner from the left circle
at 10:25.

The home team pressed
but Gahegan shut them down
until the buzzer sounded.

The two Worcester AHL
teams had played the Pi-
rates many times through the
years and it was a very in-
tense rivalry. Including play-
off games, they battled 206
times. Worcester’s record
was 91-86-29. The IceCats
were 43-45-16, the Sharks
44-37-13.

The city’s AHL teams
were 36-45-18 in what is
currently called Cross Arena.

The American Hockey
League won’t put this one in
the standings, but the Rail-
ers were very happy to issue
some payback for their pre-
decessors.

This week in recreation

Orchard exhibit, and a mod-
erate hike at a relaxed pace

to Bear Mountain within the
Norcross Wildlife Sanctuary,

HOMETOWN

SPOTLIGHT
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POST

Computer Systems

led by Norcross staff along
roads and trails that are usu-

0 Repairs ® Upgrades ® New & Used Equipment e Trade-ins
Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

POST Computer Systems specializes in:

PC & Mac Service

Repairs & Upgrades
New and reconditioned computers, notebooks/laptops,
netbooks, tablets and peripherals
Small Business Specialists

Trade-ins, data recovery, networking, wireless setup, etc.

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses, home offices,
family systems, mobile professionals and everyone in between
is what separates POST from all the rest.

POST Computer Systems, now in its 30th year of service to the
Western Massachusetts community, owes its continued success to the strength,

passion and vigilance of its service department.

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177

WWW.POCOSYS.COoIm

VIRUSES AND WORMS AND TROJANS, OH MY!

T-Birds get clutch goals
for win over Utica

UTICA, N.Y. - The Spring-
field Thunderbirds (7-11-3-
2) received a pair of clutch,
tie-breaking goals in the final
period en route to a 3-2 win
over the Utica Comets (5-14-
3-1) on Saturday night inside
Adirondack Bank Center.

For a second straight road
contest, the T-Birds had to
lean on their goaltender in the
opening period, as Georgi Ro-
manov was a frequently-test-
ed goalie, making 14 saves in
the opening period, including
a flashy left pad save on an in-
tight chance from Utica cap-
tain Ryan Schmelzer on the
first shift of the night.

Springfield had the lone
power play in the first, but in-
stead, Romanov was pressed
into duty again, to which the
Russian backstop answered
the bell with a 2-on-1 denial
on Nathan Legare.

The Comets’ efforts finally
led to a breakthrough at 6:14
of the second as Dylan Wendt
slid a pass to a streaking Jon-

ally closed to the public.
The club also continued to
explore Wilbraham’s won-
derful hiking areas and as
well as heading north as far
as Petersham, south as far as
East Windsor, east as far as
Boston, and west all the way
to Cummington.

We now have several
folks who lead hikes regular-
ly, along with several other
folks who step up and lead
one or more their own favor-
ite hikes, enabling other club
members to explore trails
that are new-to-them. And
we’ve had a few scouting
hikes, choosing a trail that is
new to everyone, including
the leader, and using maps
and apps to navigate a totally
new area for all the partici-
pants.

The Wilbraham Hiking
Club welcomes new mem-
bers, both town residents
and folks from other loca-
tions. It’s easy to join: either

athan Gruden, who threw a
forehander over Romanov’s
shoulder from the left side to
give Utica the 1-0 advantage.

Just over six minutes later,
Springfield equalized as Chris
Wagner drove the puck down
the left wing to the goal before
stuffing a forehander through
Nico Daws to make it 1-1 at
12:39. The goal was Wagner’s
fifth in his last six games.

As the game entered the
third, the T-Birds were about
to receive two clutch connec-
tions from a pair of rookies.
First, Nikita Susuev netted his
first AHL goal, as he swooped
to a rebound behind Daws’
net before wrapping it around
to the right post and behind
the Comet netminder to give
Springfield a 2-1 lead just
1:48 into the third.

Lenni Hameenaho swiftly
got Utica back to a tie score
at 4:09, as he unleashed a

Please see T-BIRDS,
page 15

download the TeamReach
App and join using Group
Code WHCO01095 or write
to wilbrahamhiking @ gmail.
com and ask to become an
email-only member. To learn
more about the club and its
guidelines, follow the link to
the Hiking Club page at our
CO-Sponsors> — sites:  Www.
wilbrahamrec.com for
the Wilbraham Parks and
Recreation Department
or https://wilbraham-ma.
gov/120/Open-Space-Rec-
reation-Plan-Committee for
the Wilbraham Open Space
Committee. Hikes for the
next month are usually post-
ed on TeamReach around the
20th of the preceding month,
and all members can choose
to receive reminder notifi-
cations of upcoming hikes.
You can join (or lead) one
hike a year or once a week or
anything in between and you
will always be welcome!

A specialty shop offering a wonderful variety of fine wines,
craft beers - domestic & imported, sake, soju, mead, ciders
and a nice selection of non-alcoholic beers & wines.

6 Burt Lane, Wilbraham (In the rear of the building)

413-279-1252

Open: Mon.-Wed. 11am-8pm
\_ Thurs. - Sat. 11am-10pm e Sun. T1am-7pm Y,

Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR

GREAT SERVICE
Ask about < «g L. 15% OFF
special pricing < Jressiautt- DRY CLEANING
for first 2 & when you
responders ; pre-pay!

262 Allen St., Springfield 2 Convenient 464 Main St., Wilbraham
Locations

413-736-5476 « parkcleaners413.com

Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm
Sun. closed

le Waste Solutions

Your Hometown Provider for
Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

S 413-244-1943

A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

<

Computer Systems

New & Used Equipment e Trade-ins

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and
everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 ® www.pocosys.com

POST

Repairs e Upgrades
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The town Christmas tree is lit.

HAMPDEN

from page 1

with tons of Christmas cheer.

“Hampden is such a close-
knit community,” Canedi
said. “And I think spreading
a little bit of holiday cheer is
great for its residents. It’s a
fun way for the whole town
to come together in solidar-
ity for a really nice holiday
event!”

The final song before the
tree lighting began, “Santa
Claus is Coming to Town,”
was sung just as the parade
of fire trucks, dazzling with
Christmas lights holding San-
ta and Ms. Claus, came pull-
ing into the new town hall’s
entrance. Little ones cheered
seeing Santa come out from
one of the firetrucks with
Mrs. Claus, walking up to the
gazebo to begin the official
tree lighting ceremony.

John Flynn, the chair of
the Selectboard, shared his fa-
vorite part of the tree lighting.

“Having been in town
decades and going to this
many times, the lighting of
the Christmas tree has always
been something,” Flynn said.
“That’s made the start of the
Christmas season in the town
of Hampden.”

Flynn noted this commu-
nity event has gone on for
many years.

“One important thing is
that we’ve been doing this for
decades. So, what made this
year unique was the effort of
the town citizens,” Flynn said.

Flynn credits the citizens
of Hampden, including the
fire department, the police
department, those who helped
restore the gazebo, those who
donated the lights, and every-
one who attended, for Sunday
night’s production.

It should be noted the fol-
lowing folks, also, made this
year’s tree lighting possible:
Paul Marcelina, Paul Pick-
nelly, Valerie Santilli and her
parents, John Chakalos and
Rita B. Chakalos, Reverand
Mark S. Stelzer, pastor at St.
Mary’s Parish and co-vicar
for clergy for the Diocese of
Springfield and local business
support from Lou’s Bagel
Nook, Nick Tournberg with
East Meadow Enterprises,
Kevin Sacco with KSacco
Electrical, Sami Hajrizi from
Green Stone Landscaping,
Springfield Thunderbirds and
Uno’s Chicago Grill.

Turley photo by Natalie Proulx

Turley photo courty of Paula Marcelina

Boomer from the Springfield Thunderbirds poses for a group
photo with attendees in front of the Hampden Fire Department’s

fire truck.

“There was not one person
who did this,” Flynn said. “It
was everybody here. And it’s
a great kickoff for what we
hope to be the center of town
going forward.”

After the tree was lit by
Santa himself, the town of
Hampden were welcomed in-
side the new town hall to vis-
it with Santa and Ms. Claus.
Little ones were able to line
up with excitement, ready to
tell Santa and Ms. Claus their
ultimate Christmas wishes.

Santa said that his favorite
part of the Christmas season
for him is that “it’s such a
pleasure to talk to all the boys
and girls and ask them what
they would like for Christ-
mas!”

And, his wish for this hol-
iday season is that he would,
“really love to see peace, and
healthiness.”

“All of the children, I want
them to grow up in a peaceful
world. That’s my main wish,”
he said.

During the excitement, the

Green Meadow’s PTO, was,
also hosting a bake sale filled
with hot cocoa and other little
treats made by the fifth-grade
students and their families.
This bake sale was to support
their fifth-grade students, try-
ing to raise money for them
to go to Boston at the end of
June.

Melanie Joy-Cooper, co-
chair for the Hampden MA
PTO, said this.

“They’re going to see
the U.S. Constitution and
do some other really cool
things in Boston, but it’s re-
ally pricey to get them there,”
Joy-Cooper said.

She mentioned that the
PTO appreciates any help that
they can get in making it a
memorable experience for the
students.

If you would like to make
a donation to help the fifth
graders fund the end of their
experience at Green Mead-
ows, contact the Hampden
PTO at Hampden.MA.PTO @
gmail.com.
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Christmas Eve by Candlelight Service

St. Paul’s Church of
Palmer invites you to
a joyful and reflective
Candlelight
Celebration

PALMER - St. Paul’s
Church of Palmer warmly
invites the community to
its annual Christmas Eve
by Candlelight Service on
Wednesday, December 24,
at 5:30 p.m. This cherished
holiday tradition will bring
together music, scripture,
and the gentle glow of can-
dlelight in a service that cel-
ebrates the timeless story of
hope and love at the heart of
Christmas.

The evening will feature
beautiful carols, readings,
prayers, and candle lighting,
creating a space for both joy
and quiet reflection. Guests

will hear the story of Jesus’
birth retold through word
and song, along with a read-
ing of The Night Before
Christmas and other inspira-
tional selections for the sea-
son. The service concludes
with the beloved singing of
“Silent Night” as the sanctu-
ary fills with candlelight —
a moment of peace and unity
shared by all who gather.

Reverend Steven Sousa,
minister of St. Paul’s, shares:
“Christmas Eve invites us
to pause in the midst of the
season’s busyness, to let the
light of faith and love rekin-
dle something gentle within
us. Whether this is your first
time visiting St. Paul’s or a
return to a familiar place,
you are welcome here — just
as you are. We look forward
to celebrating the wonder of
Christmas together.”

The Christmas Eve by

Candlelight Service will be
held in the Fellowship Hall
of St. Paul’s Church, located
at 1060 Central Street, Palm-
er, MA.

About St. Paul’s
Church of Palmer:

Since 1937, St. Paul’s has
been a spiritual home for the
greater Palmer community,
offering outreach, worship,
and connection rooted in
grace, acceptance, and love.
Regular worship services are
held each Sunday at 10 a.m.,
with special programs and
community events through-
out the year.

For more information,
please contact St. Paul’s
Church of Palmer at 413-
283-8185 or email StPaul-
sUUChurch @ gmail.com.

Evangel Assembly to host free Christmas Dinner

WILBRAHAM - Evan-
gel Assembly is delighted to
open its doors and hearts this
Christmas, inviting the Wil-
braham-Hampden commu-
nity and neighboring towns
to a complimentary Christ-
mas Dinner on Thursday,
Dec. 25.

The free dinner will be
served from 11 am. to 1
p.m. at Evangel Assembly,
located at 348 Stony Hill
Road, Wilbraham, MA. Ev-

eryone is welcome-no regis-
tration required.

Whether you’re spending
the holiday alone, looking
to share a meal with loved
ones, or simply wanting to
celebrate with new friends,
you’ll find a warm welcome,
delicious food, and the joy of
the season.

“This Christmas Dinner
is our way of sharing the
love and hope of Christmas
with our neighbors,” said

Outreach Pastor Lori Phil-
lips. “No one should spend
Christmas Day without a hot
meal and the company of
others. We can’t wait to cele-
brate together.”

The event is open to all
ages and backgrounds. Vol-
unteers from Evangel As-
sembly will serve a tradition-
al holiday meal in a festive,
family-friendly atmosphere.

Candlelight
Concert Dec. 18

HAMPDEN - The Fed-
erated Community Church
of Hampden, MA, is host-
ing a free Candlelight
Christmas Concert that is
open to all.

The concert will be
held on Dec. 18 at 7 p.m.
at the church, located at
590 Main Street. The con-
cert will feature a variety
of musical talents perform-
ing songs of the season in
a candlelit venue at this
beautiful and historic New
England church. Come
relax, unwind, and cele-
brate the season and your
Christmas spirit with “A
Little Taste of Christmas™!

Free DIY Gift Wrapping Station
at the Wilbraham Library

WILBRAHAM- Need
more space to wrap gifts,
or want some privacy away
from prying eyes? Wrap
your gifts at the Wilbraham
Public Library!

The library will provide
scissors, tape, wrapping pa-
per, and basic ribbon and

tags, along with plenty of
room for you to work. Avail-
able during select afternoons
in December, while supplies
last. For information about
upcoming dates, contact the
library at 413-596-6141,
or visit www.wilbrahamli-
brary.org.

First Responders Appreciation Dinner

LUDLOW - The First
Responders  Appreciation
Dinner is coming up on Jan.
8, 2026, 5 to 7 p.m. at the
Gremio Lusitano Club

THE CHIEF GAMES
- WINNING DEPT RE-
CEIVES $1,000. Raffles,

toys for all kids attending.
Dine in and takeout avail-
able.

For more info contact es-
egundo@vfwma.org, 413-
893-8800. Proudly Hosted
by: PV Financial Group and
the VFW.

Thayer Academy Honor Roll announced

BRAINTREE - Thayer
Academy in Braintree - an
independent coed day school
for grades 5-12 - recently an-

nounced its Middle School
(grades 5-8) honor rolls for
the first term. Students in-
clude:

From Wilbraham:
Honors:
Solwazi Browne-Vargas

LEMON from page 1

and with notable enthusiasm
for many years,” Shepard
said. “I cannot express my
gratitude enough for this self-
less and meaningful contribu-
tion, and the members of this
committee congratulate him
for this well-deserved recog-
nition.”

Calabrese then presented
the certificate of appreciation
to Lemon.

“The Wilbraham Open
Space and Recreation Plan
Committee would like to con-
vey our immense gratitude to
you for your work over the
last 21 years to establish,
maintain and grow the (144)
birdhouses at the Rice Na-
ture Preserve and soon, at the
McDonald Nature Preserve,”
Calabrese read. “These bird-
houses have contributed to
making these beautiful rec-
reation sites true nature hubs
with hundreds of seasonal
bluebirds in particular taking
advantage of this asset. This
project required an ongoing
high level of effort and skill,
and the result is a significant
contribution to the comeback
of bluebirds to Wilbraham as
a thriving population, though
they were once on the endan-
gered species list. As a result,
the Wilbraham Open Space
and Recreation Plan Commit-
tee presents you this letter of
recognition for your notewor-
thy example of individual ini-

The September 16, 2004, edition of the Wilbraham-Hampden
Times with Patricia Sullivan’s story “The Bird Man of
Wilbraham,” which inspired Dana Lemon to tend to birdhouses

and the blue bird population.

tiative and volunteerism.”

Lemon explained the jour-
ney began in September 2004
when he read an article in the
Times—written by our very
own Patricia Sullivan—about
Ken Johnson, aka “The Bird
Man of Wilbraham.” The jour-
ney then fully took off the fol-
lowing year and, since 2005,
he’s tended to the birdhouses
and bluebird population.

In 2005, there were only
17 of these birdhouses around,
according to Lemon.

Other places his birdhous-
es are found include his house,
Somers, CT, Mass Audubon,
Peaked Mountain in Monson,
Four Bridges Road, Hampton
Road and neighbors near him
and across the street in Hamp-

den.

“That’s my spread right
now, so I'm well-dispersed,”
Lemon said. “That’s what, I
think, makes it better.”

When he met Johnson—
who was avid about the blue-
birds—Lemon explained how
he reviewed his property and
said, “Perfect,” leading to the
first boxes.

“I had like 18 boxes and,
of course, that’s too many, so
I spread them around. I don’t
overpopulate, but I do dou-
ble boxes and single spaced
around, because when you put
two together, close enough,
you get swallow and bluebird.
Which if there’s a bird that
wants to get in there that don’t
belong there, there’s double

the fight,” Lemon said. “When
you open a box and see this,
and they look at you—and I
don’t know whether they re-
member you—but, to me, it
seems like they do.”

Lemon said he’s been
asked many times what he
gets out of doing this project.
The reason is simple.

“It’s for a good cause. It
takes time, but exercise is
good and I get to add on the
Rice Nature Preserve. Mc-
Donald is a little easier, but
Rice Nature Preserve, that’s
three and a half miles of hik-
ing and I do that in three, three
and a half hours,” Lemon said.
“But, I open every box, count
the eggs, mark it down. It used
to be once a week. Now it’s
more like a week and a half
because there’s just so many.”

He also worked at Amer-
ican Saw for 15 years on the
night shift, which was tough
as it gave him only so many
hours to go out and do this
work. But, he pressed on.

“I didn’t give up. I kept
going,” Lemon said.

The first brood of blue-
birds, Lemon emphasized, is
always the most important.

“That first brood is where
you get your big number first
and then the second brood,
there’s usually a few less
eggs, anywhere from three
to four, and then there’s a
possibility of a third brood.
This year, they actually didn’t
want to stop because I did

Laughing Brook, I removed
the nest—which is what I do
with all the boxes—I remove
them once they’ve fledged,
look for blowfly and get rid of
the parasites out of there and
hope for another nesting—
and sometimes they do—but I
clean them.”

What fulfills him most is
the interactions, including one
time on Four Bridges Road
when a chick was almost out
of the birdhouse hole looking
at him and you could see the
speckles on its breast, calling
it “worthwhile.”

“It’s the reaction that you
get from the birds themselves.
I’ve told people when I'm up
on the Nature Preserve, if you
see me what looks like I'm
talking to thin air, I'm quite
sane. I'm having a conversa-
tion with the bluebirds, and
that’s the thrill,” Lemon said.

Lemon is also seeking a
successor, which involves box
checks beginning in March,
pausing for a week and then
checking the boxes for activ-
ity such as a nest with eggs.
From there, once every week
and a half, you monitor the
boxes and count the eggs.

Also, monitoring territory,
especially during the summer
months, with things winding
down by August.

“If I could catch them at a
certain stage, like say there’s
one or three eggs in there and
then the next time I check
there’s five, I can tell you

when they’re going to hatch.
So, I'm expecting to see them
hatch at that point. If they
hatch at that point, I can say
when they’re going to fledge,”
Lemon said. “What I’'m look-
ing for is somebody that will
do that routine. It’s probably
going to take several years if
I could. It doesn’t mean that
somebody has to come along
every time I go. When I go to
a certain location, it depends
on the cycle.”

Supplies to replace bird-
houses when needed includ-
ing conduit pipes, clamps,
screws and the box are also
part of the work. Also, some-
one eager to learn.

“It’s a commitment,” Lem-
on said.

He also has a goal of ex-
panding and reaching 150
birdhouses.

Lemon thanked the com-
mittee, sharing he was hon-
ored to be recognized and
their appreciation keeps him
going.

“Knowing the people that
I’'m working with, it was a
pleasure. It was rewarding,”
Lemon said. “These people,
they’re part of what makes
what happens to happen and
they’re a good bunch.”

For anyone interested in
connecting with Lemon, con-
tact the Open Space & Rec-
reation Plan Committee at
oschair@wilbraham-ma.gov.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

DRY FIREWOOD
Oak/maple, cut/split/delivered,
$300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more.
Edwin Wroblewski Logging,
413-824-0731.

Buying standing timber,
paying good money.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

Call us at 413.283.8393

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured ©
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

2xxxxxxx ;A & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*****%*
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years experi-
ence. No job too small.

Cell (413)330-3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work,
no project too small. Service upgrades,
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.
Call John at (413) 206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &
Deck Specialists
Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

EARLY
DEADLINE

In observance of NIIEW VYEAR’S for
Dec. 29-Jan. 2 newspapers there will be an
EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!
Place your advertisement no later than

Thurs., Dec. 26 at 3 p.m.

A TURLEY PUBLICATION
24 \Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 e 413-283-8393 e www.turley.com

INSTRUCTION

NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. Interior
painting/staining, wallpaper removal, wall/
ceiling resurfacing, cabinet painting. Qual-
ity workmanship, fully insured. Free esti-
mates. Call 413-896-8264.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

TUNE-UPS

SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER

TUNE UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

SNOWPLOWING

RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Service.
Wilbraham residential only Call or Text
now. Limited space available. 413-519-
5439

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

CASH FOR
JUN
ABLE

AND REPA

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

HOME IMPROVEMENT
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Credit Card: 1 MasterCard [ VISA (1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#

Card #: Exp. Date Cvwv
Amount of charge: Date:

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin———
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

LUDLOW PUBLIC SCHOOL
DISTRICT PARA-EDUCATOR.
Submit resume and letter of intent to:
www.schoolspring.com

NEIGHBORLY CLEANING & CARE is
looking for mature, responsible adults with
own transportation, experience and refer-
ences for a housekeeping position. Hours
7:30- 2:30. Call Nancy today (413)267-
4297 or (413) 544-0864.

VETERANS’ SERVICE
OFFICER POSITION

The Town of Sturbridge is accepting ap-
plications to fill the part-time, 10 hours per
week, Veteran’ Service Officer position.
The position will act as a Veterans’ Agent
and thus requires all appropriate State and
Federal certification.
Applications are available on-line on the
Town of Sturbridge website under job op-
portunities.
https://www.sturbridge.gov/
your-government/pages/
job-opportunities
The position is non-union and reports to
the Town Administrator. The Town is an
Equal Opportunity Employer (EOE).

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling
brook, I-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths,
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

[ FEREE |
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Subscribe Todauy!

Turley?)
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T-BIRDS from page 12

wicked one-time slapper
through Romanov’s stick
side, bringing the game to a
2-2 deadlock.

One more time, though,
the T-Birds had a rebuttal,
this time from Marc-An-
dre Gaudet, who uncorked
a slap shot that ricocheted
off a Utica defender before
bouncing behind Daws at
8:47 for the go-ahead goal,

3-2.

Romanov and  the
Springfield defense bat-
tened down the hatches

from there, killing off a Uti-
ca power play and receiving
numerous shot blocks in the
closing minutes, including a
clutch denial by Alek Kaski-
maki in the dying seconds.
Romanov improved to 2-0
for the season against Utica,
stopping 65 of 67 Comets
shots over his two victories.

BIRDS from page 6

zen feathers: https://blog.
nature.org/2022/01/31/
should-you-provide-birds-
water-in-winter/.

The article suggests
modifying heated bird-
baths so that birds can safe-
ly drink, but not bathe. A
metal heating element that
keeps a small section of
the birdbath thawed works
well. People, who have
bird feeders or simple feed-
ing stations may add shal-
low unbreakable container
around. the area. Yes, it can
be labor-intensive, but they
can easily pour water into

them (hot water when it’s
below freezing) and pro-
vide fresh water for at least
a short period of time. As
a source of drinking wa-
ter, the containers can be
filled with pebbles that will
form small pockets of water
where birds can get a drink
of water.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related ex-
perience by calling me at
413-967-3505, leaving a
message at extension 100,
emailing mybackyard§88@
aol.com or edowner@tur-
ley.com or mailing to Barre
Gazette, PO. Box 448,
Barre, MA 01005.

(
Find(it)in the

413.283.8393 » classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer ¢ 80 Main St., Ware
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PUBLIC NOTICES B

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
PUBLIC HEARING:
LIQUOR LICENSE
MULTIPLE AMENDMENTS
(Posted 12/10/2025)

The Wilbraham Select Board
will hold a public hearing un-
der  Massachusetts  General
Laws, Chapter 138, Section 12,
on Monday, January 5, 2026
at 7:10pm, at the Town Office
Building, 240 Springfield Street,
Wilbraham, to hear public com-
ment on an application to amend
an annual Section 12: All Alco-
holic Beverages License submit-
ted by Dominic John Inc., located
at 2039 Boston Road, Wilbra-
ham. The applicant seeks the
following amendments: Change
of Manager, Change of Officers/
Directors/LLC Managers, and
Issuance/Transfer of Stock/New
Stockholder. All those wishing
to comment on the referenced
application will be heard. This
hearing will be conducted in per-
son and virtually.

WILBRAHAM

SELECT BOARD

Local Licensing Authority
12/18/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
Sale of Motor Vehicle

Under G.L. c. 255 Sec. 39A

Bach Towing Inc., 165 Benton
Drive, East Longmeadow, MA is
holding a private sale of the fol-
lowing vehicle on 01/09/2026 at
2:00 p.m. to satisfy our garage
keepers lien thereon for stor-age
and towing charges and expenses
of Notices of Sale.

Noemi Dalgado

7 Wallace St.

Enfield, CT 06082

2011 Jeep Patriot

VIN: 1JANF1GB5BD282711

12/18, 12/25/2025, 01/01/2026

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a
certain mortgage given by Felix
L. Santana, Jr. to Thames Real-
ty, LLC, dated August 9, 2024
and recorded in the Hampden
County Registry of Deeds in
Book 25526, Page 548 of which
mortgage the undersigned is the
present holder, for breach of the
conditions of said mortgage and
for the purpose of foreclosing
the same will be sold at Pub-
lic Auction at 11:00 A.M. on
Thursday, January 22, 2026 at
3281 Boston, Road, Wilbraham,
Massachusetts, all and singular
the premises described in said
mortgage,

To wit:

The land with the buildings
and improvements thereon lo-
cated at 3281 Boston Road,
Wilbraham, Hampden County,
Massachusetts being shown as
a parcel of land identified as the
Land belonging to Felix L. San-
tana on a Plan entitled “Plan of
Land In Wilbraham, Massachu-
setts Surveyed and Mapped For
Felix Santanta”, said plan being
dated July 19, 2024 and recorded
with the Hampden County Reg-
istry of Deeds in Plan Book 400,
Page 111.

The above parcel contains ap-
proximately 8,349.20 square feet
or 0.19 acres according to said
Plan.

Being the same premises con-
veyed by Manomednet LLC to
Felix L. Santana, Jr. by Deed dat-
ed September 26, 2022 and re-
corded with the Hampden Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds in Book
24797, Page 10.

Subject to a Driveway Ease-

ment between Give Them Sanc-
tuary Inc. and Felix L. Santana,
Jr. dated August 3, 2024 and
recorded in the Hampden Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds in Book
25526, Page 545.

veyed subject to and with the
benefit of all rights, rights of
way,
covenants,
the nature of liens, including

bank check will be required to
be paid by the purchaser at the
time and place of sale. This sale
is subject to a 5% buyer’s premi-
um. The balance is to be paid
by certified or bank check at the
Mortgagee’s law offices within
thirty (30) days from the date
of sale. Deed will be provided
to purchaser for recording upon
receipt in full of the purchase
price. In the event of an error in

Premises to be sold and con-

restrictions, easements,
liens or claims in

condominium fees and assess-
ments, improvements, public
assessments, any and all unpaid
taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water
and sewer liens and any other
municipal assessments or liens
or existing encumbrances of re-
cord which are in force and are
applicable, having priority over
said mortgage, whether or not
reference to such restrictions,
easements, improvements, liens
or encumbrances is made in the
deed.

Terms of sale: A deposit of
$10,000.00 by cash, certified or

this publication, the description
of the premises contained in said
mortgage shall control.
Other terms will be an-
nounced at the sale.
Thames Realty, LLC,
Present holder of said mortgage,
By its Attorney,
Joseph J. Lange, Esq.
Lyon & Fitzpatrick, LLP
14 Bobala Road, Suite 4
Holyoke, MA 01040
(413) 420-4086
12/18, 12/25/2025, 01/01/2026

newspaper title.

3

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

YOUR TURLEY TODAY!

© Property Maintenance

 Organic Tick & Mosquito Control
e Loam and Seed

e Fertilizer & Pest Management

e Mulich, Stone, Loam Applications
© Spring & Fall Cleanups

° Power Seeding

* PH Remedy

LANDSCAPING

YOUR LOCAL
TRUSTED
RELIABLE
DEPENDABLE

For a FREE Estimate CALL: 413-531-1216
www.keithishamlandscapingLLC.com

* Walls, Walkways, Patios, Edging

¢ Landscape Design and Installation
* Walking Trails Installed & Maintained

¢ Excavation - Drainage - Drywells
* Field & Brush Hogging

TREE WORK

B Tree Removal
B Crane Service

B Storm Damage
B Stump Grinding

and tree evaluation

B Structural Pruning

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

Give us a call for your free estimate

413-478-4212

Pumping ¢ Installation e Title 5 Inspections ¢ Perc Tests

566-2916

Evening & Weekend Appointments Available!
Billy Bond - The Area’s #1 “Go To” Septic Guy!
Fully Insured - Family Owned

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Walker Home Improvement
Repairs & Renovations
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
¢ Finish Carpentry ¢ Framing
e Windows & Door Replacement
e Drywall ¢ Painting  Decks
413.687.5552

Competitive Pricing ® Licensed ® Insured

HOIVIE

For Your Interior And Exterior Living Spaces!
84 Hubbard St., Ludlow ¢ 413-583-3472
Mon- Fri 7:30am -5:00pm;
Sat 7:30am — noon; closed Sunday

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

)

Seamless Aluminum Gutters

65 Main Street, Wilbraham ¢ (413) 596-9611
Mon.-Fri. 7am to 5pm - Please No Sundays - Lic.#105559
www.verdonsgutters.com e verdonsgutters@charter.net
Fully Insured & Free Estimates
CUSTOM MADE & INSTALLED CONTINUOUS SEAMLESS ALUMINUM GUTTERS & DOWNSPOUTS

LUMBER & FEED

CABINETRY
DOORS « WINDOWS
DECKING
ROOFING
AND MORE ...

Over 40 Years
Experience
Family Owned &
Operated
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We Have Your Everyday Staples

Farm Fresh & Local

FALL & WINTER PRODUCE » MEAT ° EGGS
MILK ¢« HOMEMADE BREADS & MORE!

We are proud to support local businesses!
The Salty Baker

Sourdough Breads Austin Brothers Valley - Honey Bear Tea - Ferrindino Maple
Farm , .
Sweet Babu's - Vermont Mulch
Merrick Farm . _ : Company
- Nourish Valley Tallow
Barstows Dairy Wagner Wood
- Terra Flower Farm
Sugar Chalet C - Nightingail
. Four Rex Farms :
Fancy Bagels . . Hand Made Soap
:  FernValley Farms -
Wilbraham Candles _ , - Sturbridge Coffee
Appalachian Naturals o - David Boucier Books - Roasters
Cranberry Sauces Mama Life Oils . Martv's Local :
& Wellness : GBS : and more!
Austin Brothers Valley Farm I Red Potatoes, Mushrooms, Brussel Sprouts - Local Winter Produce I
Locally Raised Beef |

SALE Wed.-Sun. H(”haab’ D@’C(‘l’f‘l’ & Weeaths

Beef Patties Sam-6pm

$6.50 per 1b. FOLLOW US

ON FACEBOOK!

SPECIALTY FOODS .
We have a variety of local & specialty foods -
for your holiday entertaining
- like cheeses, crackers, cranberry sauce and

more for your holiday entertaining. Wreaths Buy 1 Get 1 Half Off!

651 MAIN STREET ¢ WILBRAHAM e 413-484-7447

Visit us online: fernvalleyfarmslic.com



