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By Angelina Acevedo
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - With the 
holiday season here, the li-
brary has taken the chance to 
offer festive activities to kids 
and teens. 

On Dec. 1, Mandy 
Roberge from Wicked Good 

Henna helped lead kids and 
teens in making delicious gin-
gerbread houses. 

Both events were spon-
sored by the Wilbraham 
Friends of the Library.

“The holiday season, 
which is the entire month of 
December for me, is always 
really fun, since I get to focus 

on making 
gingerbread 
houses with 
kids all across the 
area. I take a pause from 
doing Henna tattoos at librar-
ies, just because of how pop-

By Natalie Proulx
Correspondent

BOSTON - On Wednes-
day, Nov. 12, Dr. Georgina 
Trebbe, Minnechaug Region-
al High School’s licensed 
library teacher, along with 
other licensed school librar-
ians across Massachusetts, 
testified at the Massachusetts 
State House on bills, S.428 
and H.4207, an act relative to 
school library standards. 

The bill was filed and 
petitioned for by State Sen. 
Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow) 
and State Rep. Angelo Pup-
polo Jr. (D-Springfield) in 
hopes to set standards for 
school librarians across Mas-
sachusetts. Like academic 
teachers, school librarians 
would be given competencies 

to follow, regardless of what 
district they’re in, thus giving 

all students across the state 
of Massachusetts a more eq-
uitable learning experience 
and connection to proper re-
search skills. 

These competencies are 
based on the AASL (Amer-
ican Association of School 
Librarians) National School 
Library Standards also en-
dorsed by the Massachusetts 
School Library Association. 
The basis of this bill helps 
enforce the equity in Mas-
sachusetts schools, requiring 
all schools regardless of if 
they’re charter, public or pri-
vate to hold a consistent stan-
dard in their libraries. 

This bill is also supposed 
to make the people of the 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - After the 
Wilbraham Select Board 
and School Committee 
met on Nov. 24 to discuss 
the options for Wilbraham 
Middle School, they next 
met with the Hampden Se-
lectboard on Dec. 2 to bring 
them into the conversation.

The hour-long-plus joint 
meeting focused on possi-
bly withdrawing from the 
accelerated repair program 
and applying, instead, for 
the core building program 
through the MSBA. 

Both boards will decide 
at their respective Dec. 8 
meetings on doing a letter 
of support for the School 
Committee to pursue the 
withdrawal.

After an overview from 
Selectboard Member Don 
Davenport and School 
Committee Vice Chair Dr. 
Michael Tirabassi, Select-
board Chair John Flynn not-
ed, “I hate to say it, this is 
Minnechaug all over again.”

“Even before that, we 
said, ‘Okay, do we fix, re-
pair Minnechaug or apply 
or back away from that ap-
plication, apply, I think it 
was the Model School Pro-
gram at that point,” Flynn 
said. “But they wanted to 

push a model school and 
then you would get a better 
rate. So, it’s the same argu-
ment all over again.”

Flynn, however, empha-
sized “I don’t think there’s 
a lot to be gained by going 
over what could have hap-
pened eight, 9 years ago 
when, perhaps, this might 
have been the decision back 
then.”

“I will say, personally, 
I think what you’re talking 
about is the right course of 
action because, otherwise, 
you’re just band-aiding it 
and we’re going to be back 
in five years with more to 
do. But, this is the same 
thing we talked about—
Marc will remember—
when we talked about Min-
nechaug,” Flynn said. 

After Superintendent 
Dr. John Provost reviewed 
the issues at the middle 
school—which readers can 
learn about in our article on 
the Nov. 24 Select Board 
meeting in this week’s edi-
tion—Selectboard Member 
Erik Vanderleeden asked 
about the accelerated repair 
program.

“Now, if we switch 
things and go to the core 
program, is that going to 
solve all the needs or is that 
just a band-aid or is it that 

Also, updates on 
other events

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The 
Knights of Columbus 10195 
presented a check for $9,000 
to the Community Survival 
Center during their Nov. 18 
meeting.

The announcement comes 
after the Community Survival 
Center Benefit Dinner, held at 
the St. Cecilia Parish Center 
to support the nonprofit orga-
nization.

The Community Survival 
Center is located in Indian Or-
chard and helps families strug-
gling to provide the basics of 

food, clothing and household 
items, with their emergency 
food pantry supporting the 
towns of Ludlow, Wilbraham, 
Hampden and the 16 Acres, 
Pine Point and Indian Orchard 
neighborhoods in Springfield.

George Reich, the event 
chair, was ecstatic.

“Again, I want to thank all 
of you that helped, donated, 
volunteered your time. We 
had a very successful event, 
we actually had a sell-out 
and we now have a check—a 
big check—to present to the 
Community Survival Center,” 
Reich said.

Reich was then joined by 
Christal Turcotte, the execu-
tive director of the Communi-
ty Survival Center, and Finan-
cial Secretary Jim Rooney to 
unveil the check.

“Christal, a heartfelt thank 

you for all you do. I know we 
work a few days on this, you 
do this year-round. We had a 

very successful event and we 
raised $9,000 for you at that 
event,” Reich said.

During the Thanksgiving 
Food Drive a week later, Re-
ich shared what was on his 
mind when sharing the an-
nouncement with his fellow 
Knights. 

“I was glad. I’ve been in-
volved in that for several years 
now and as far as I’m con-
cerned, that’s the largest check 
we raised from one of these 
dinners,” Reich said. “We had 
a successful event, it was sold 
out, we had 240 seats and we 
sold them all and like I said, 
$9,000 is the most I remember 
raising from that event.”

There were, also, other ex-
citing announcements on Nov. 
18. 

First, the Coats for Kids 
Drive, which received 192 
coats this year and went to the 
following places: The Gray 
House got 48 coats, Lucy Ra-

mos of the Diocese of Spring-
field Latino Ministry got 23 
coats, the Springfield Schools 
to Joe Silva was 14 coats, Ca-
thedral Religious Education 
at St. Michael’s Cathedral 
got 27 coats, East Longmead-
ow Schools to Barbara Spear 
got 24 coats, Paul Diemand 
in Northampton got 24 coats, 
Sue Raynor got 23 coats for 
the DCF and Sister Mary and 
Rosemary Oldread got six.

Next, John Hegarty, who 
chairs the Thanksgiving Food 
Drive, announced the plan-
ning for this year’s event and 
how much was raised. 

“This was a record-break-
ing year for contributions. 
I want to thank everyone in 
the room who contributed,” 

Town boards, School 
Committee hold joint 
meeting on WMS

Gingerbread 
house making

WPL hosts

WorkshopsWorkshops

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The annual 
Shop Till You Drop fundrais-
er event to support the senior 
center and its programming 
and activities is officially un-
derway.

The holiday sale is from 
now through Dec. 24 and the 
hours are Monday Noon to 
3 p.m., Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
and Thursday 9 a.m. to Noon.

Gifts of all kinds can be 
found in the senior center’s 
Great Room from jewelry 
and Christmas-themed pieces 
to clothing and scarves and 
even gnomes.

Payment is by check or 
cash only.

Shop Till You Drop officially underway

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Bobbi Grant with an elf hat showing off this year’s treasures 
for the Shop Till You Drop Fundraiser to support the Hampden 
Senior Center.

Turley photos by Turley photos by 
Angelina Acevedo

One of the children’s 
gingerbread houses.

Minnechaug’s librarian testifies at 
hearing on state library standards

Turley photo by Natalie Proulx

Dr. Georgina Trebbe stands 
outside the entrance to the 
Massachusetts State House.

Knights present $9,000 check to Community Survival Center

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers

From the left, Financial Secretary Jim Rooney, Christal 
Turcotte, executive director at the Community Survival Center, 
and George Reich, event chair for the Community Survival 
Center Benefit Dinner, with the $9,000 check.

Teens with Mandy Roberge and 
their completed gingerbread 
houses they created.

Please see MEETING, 
page 8

Please see KNIGHTS, 
page 8

Please see GINGERBREAD 
HOUSE, page 9

Please see STANDARDS, 
page 10

Please see SHOP TILL 
YOU DROP, page 13
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HASBEEN
Collectible Toys & Comics

2378 Boston Road, Wilbraham 
(Right next to Frame & Picture Shoppe)
Tues.-Fri. 11-6 • Sat. 10-5 • Sun. 11-4

Toys and Comic Books 
from the 60s through today. 
We carry everything from 

LEGO, Transformers, 
G.I. Joes, Star Wars, TMNT, 

Wrestlers & more!

Gift Certificatescates 
Available!

WE BUY, SELL 
& TRADE

Call us at 413-279-4389 or email us 
with pictures of items for sale at 
info@hasbeentoysandcomics.com

Make Extra 
Cash For 

The Holidays!

Do You Have 
Hidden Treasures 

In Your Attic or 
Basement?

2038 Boston Road, Wilbraham (across from Big Y)
413-265-1278 • Hours by appointment

Tues. 12-6 • Wed. & Thurs. 11am-8pm • Fri. 10am-3pm • Sat. 10am-2pm

• Face & Skin Treatments
• Lashes & Brows
• Hair Removal
• InjectionsScan for more 

information

V I O L A  A E S T H E T I C S

D A Y  S P A

Gift Cards 
Available!

SELF-CARE IS NOT SELFISH – IT’S NECESSARY.

Relax ~ Recharge ~Reconnect

Viola Guberow

TheLocalTableNTap.com
(413) 279-1198 • TheLocalTableNTap@gmail.com

 2039 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

SUN 9:00am - 9:00pm
Mon-WED 11:00am - 9:00pm

THURS-SAT 11:00am - 10:00pm
Bar Open Late

Get Local at Home with
WEBSITE

THURSDAY
Prime Rib Night

served with potato, veg

SAT & SUN 
Our famous brunch

9am-12pm

Book your HOLIDAY Party today 25-90 people
Gift Cards and LOCAL Apparel make great gifts!

LOCAL APPAREL

COMMUNITY

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The Se-
lect Board and a quorum of 
the School Committee dis-
cussed the options for Wilbra-
ham Middle School on Nov. 
24.

Following this meeting, 
both boards met with the 
Hampden Selectboard on 
Dec. 2. Readers can find that 
story in this week’s edition. 

Decisions on letters of 
support from both boards will 
be made on Dec. 8 regarding 
whether the School Commit-
tee should withdraw from the 
accelerated repair program 
and apply to the core building 
program. 

Vice Chair Marc Ducey 
explained the School Com-
mittee’s Planning Commit-
tee met a few weeks prior to 
discuss the accelerated repair 
projects through the MSBA 
for the middle school and oth-
ers, asking what the school 
district’s plans were for the 
next 30 years. 

“I think it triggered some 
discussion amongst the 
School Committee members 
and I think that’s where I had 
left it with them and never 
had an answer, but didn’t ex-
pect an answer either,” Ducey 
said.

School Committee Vice 
Chair Dr. Michael Tirabas-
si shared the committee has 
been working on gathering 
data, evidence and facts ‘’as 
to what do we know about the 
Wilbraham Middle School 
building.”

“It doesn’t appear that 
Wilbraham Middle School 
is meeting the educational 
needs of the students from 
a capacity standpoint and it 

breaks down more into the 
design of the building and so 
forth,” Tirabassi said. 

Tirabassi noted the build-
ing was built in the 1960s and 
“is now up there in years,” 
and a 2015 study showed “it 
seemed that every operating 
system in the building was 
at end-of-life and needing re-
placement or significant reno-
vation.”

An accelerated repair 
program, he added, can help 
repair a roof, windows and 
doors.

“That’s all they can help 
you with and if you look at 
the scope of issues with the 
middle school, it seems like 
it may be more responsible to 
consider directing our atten-
tion towards the core build-
ing program, which is geared 
towards major renovations, 
additions, and the possibil-
ity exists—and you have to 
acknowledge—that it could 
point towards a new build-
ing,” Tirabassi said. “And that 
harps in, I think, on Mr. Du-
cey’s question. If we spend 
$7 to $10 million in taxpayer 
money doing windows and 
doors on that building, we’re 
still going to end up needing 
to do a core project after-
wards, and then it would be a 
total nightmare if the result at 
that point was that we need-
ed a new building. We would 
have wasted a lot of resourc-
es doing the windows and 
doors.”

If invited to the core pro-
gram, Tirabassi explained, 
there’s a feasibility study that 
can help provide further an-
swers, while another option 
would be “to decide to em-
bark on another feasibility 
condition study that would 
be very similar to the 2015 
study,” but that could delay 

the embarking.
“Unfortunately, without 

even knowing for sure if we 
would be invited in for our 
application for a core project, 
we would have to decide to 
withdraw our application for 
the accelerated repair, to go 
down that pathway,” Tirabassi 
said. 

Another thing he empha-
sized was “it’s not a pathway 
for just the School Commit-
tee,” as for a core building 
program project to succeed, 
collaboration between the 
Select Board, Hampden Se-
lectboard and the committee 
is needed.

Superintendent Dr. John 
Provost noted the education-
al landscape has changed 
since the 1960s; as you walk 
through the door, there’s a 
plaque that reads “Wilbra-
ham Junior High,” as at that 
time, WMS was a school for 
seventh and eighth graders. 
Right now, three grades are at 
the school.

“Additionally, the school 
was built before special edu-
cation was even a law, so there 
were no accommodations for 
students with disabilities, so 
that has an impact,” Provost 
said. 

After explaining the 
middle school model of the 
1960s, Provost said changes 
in technology were another 
factor. 

“So, to Mr. Ducey’s ques-
tion about whether that is 
going to serve us well for 
the next 30 years, that’s not a 
question I can answer in the 
affirmative. I don’t even think 
it’s serving us well right now, 
to be honest with you,” Pro-
vost said.

After Assistant Superin-
tendent for Finance, Opera-
tions and Human Resources 

Dr. Douglas Slaughter pro-
vided an overview of the core 
and accelerated repair pro-
grams and the MSBA appli-
cation process, Ducey asked 
the School Committee ques-
tions ranging from the impact 
of regionalization and doing a 
building study beforehand to 
help with applying.

On the building study 
question, Provost said, “it has 
a good track record” of pre-
dicting failures that would be 
found and, in the four years 
he’s served as superintendent, 
there was a major plumbing 
issue “with a pipe blowing 
out” that led to an evacua-
tion of WMS, the mold issue 
and, now, floor issues. Also, 
HVAC concerns. 

“We haven’t been able to 
fully address the HVAC sys-
tems because we’re running 
the school on equipment that 
can’t be replaced because 
it’s so old. So, I think that 
provides a lot of data that 
was quite comprehensive 
and we’ve seen that it’s had 
a good track record of pre-
dicting what our failures are 
going to be,” Provost said. “I 
think we have evidence that 
we could use for our applica-
tion at this point.”

When Ducey asked why 
they applied to the accelerat-
ed repair program given the 
issues and projected enroll-
ment increase by 32% in the 
next 10 years according to the 
New England Development 
Council, Provost replied this.

“We felt that the direction 
we had from the Capital Plan-
ning Committee was to try to 
leverage as much money as 
we could through the accel-
erated repair for projects that 
were already on our capital 
improvement. That was the 
reason why we went forward 

with the application, not just 
for the middle school, but for 
all the buildings,” Provost 
said.

Chair Michael Squindo’s 
questions ranged from how an 
application being invited into 
the core program helps with 
the other buildings in the dis-
trict to concerns about what 
happens if they don’t get into 
the core program.

“In any situation, if we 
were to go that route, we’re 
delaying real needs today for 
a hope, and I understand the 
logic behind that. I think that 
question—I guess I raise it 
just because—if we don’t fix 
the doors today and the win-
dows today with money that 
may or may not be available 
presuming we keep going 
down this path, that doesn’t 
mean that those doors and 
windows don’t need to be re-
paired when we get denied for 
another year in the core pro-
gram or two years,” Squindo 
said. “If you do get accepted 
to a core program, there’s a 
number of years before any-
thing gets done, so what do 
we do between now and then 
to fix the issues that we have 
today, even if it’s not the 
doors and windows.”

Another question he had 
was the School Committee’s 
vision on not just WMS, but 
“what’s the best educational 
future for our kids” overall 
and what will need to be done 
“to backfill that to get there.”

“Is there a different vision 
that the School Committee 
sees and then figuring out 
what tools are available to 
us to reach that vision, or do 
we tweak that vision due to 
some pragmatic reality that 

Select Board, School Committee discuss WMS optionsEvangel 
Assembly 
to host free 
Christmas 
Dinner 
Dec. 25

WILBRAHAM - Evan-
gel Assembly is delighted 
to open its doors and hearts 
this Christmas, inviting the 
Wilbraham-Hampden com-
munity and neighboring 
towns to a complimentary 
Christmas Dinner on 
Thursday, Dec. 25.

The free dinner will be 
served from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at Evangel Assembly, 
located at 348 Stony Hill 
Road, Wilbraham, MA. Ev-
eryone is welcome-no reg-
istration required. 

Whether you’re spend-
ing the holiday alone, look-
ing to share a meal with 
loved ones, or simply want-
ing to celebrate with new 
friends, you’ll find a warm 
welcome, delicious food, 
and the joy of the season. 

“This Christmas Dinner 
is our way of sharing the 
love and hope of Christmas 
with our neighbors,” said 
Outreach Pastor Lori Phil-
lips. “No one should spend 
Christmas Day without a 
hot meal and the company 
of others. We can’t wait to 
celebrate together.”

The event is open to 
all ages and backgrounds. 
Volunteers from Evangel 
Assembly will serve a tra-
ditional holiday meal in a 
festive, family-friendly at-
mosphere. Please see OPTIONS, 

page 8
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH
FOR YOUR HOLIDAYS!
Spectacular
Poinsettias

““NOT JUST REDNOT JUST RED””
FantaFantasy Blue

Glittered & Glamorous
All Sizes & Colors

In Decorative Containers Too!

Favorite 
Holiday Plants

Christmas Cactus
Elegant Orchids

Winter Blooming Cyclamen

Ready For Pick Up or Delivery
Call 413-589-7071 

New England Specialties
Italian Gourmet Baskets
Snack Attacks, Wine Baskets

Breakfast Bonanzas
Entertainments & MORE!

Gourmet Gift BasketsGourmet Gift Baskets

Beautiful Fresh Beautiful Fresh 
Flower ArrangementsFlower Arrangements
With Long Lasting EvergreensWith Long Lasting Evergreens

Holiday WinesHoliday Wines
~ MIX N’ MATCH ~ 
Buy 6 Bottles Save 10%Buy 6 Bottles Save 10%

Great Selection!
Villa Jolanda Holiday Prosecco, Glühwein, 
Cranberry Wines From Hardwick & Truro

LAST DAY TO ORDER 
ChristmasChristmas

Bakery & HolidayBakery & Holiday
Catering OrdersCatering Orders

      Friday, December 19th

Featuring Cardinals 
& Candles

BOXWOOD TREES

WINES OF THE MONTH
Decoy Alexander Valley 

Cabernet Sauvignon
$22.99 ~ Save $2

Willm Crémant D’Alsace Brut
$21.99 ~ Save $2

Gluten Free Holiday Foods
Fresh & In Our Freezer Section

Great Selection of Fruit Pies, 
Cupcakes, Cheesecakes & MORE

 

THE BEST GIFT? 
EXCLUSIVE MEMBERSHIP AT THE
COUNTRY CLUB OF WILBRAHAM

COMPETITIVE MEMBERSHIP RATES
FOR MUTLIPLE CATEGORIES RANGING

FROM CHILD (8-11), YOUNG ADULT,
INDIVIDUAL, FAMILY, COUPLE, SENIOR

AND MORE!

CHECK OUT OUR RATES AT:
WWW.CCOFWILBRAHAM.COM

JOIN TODAY AND
RECEIVE A 

Easily accessible tee times
throughout the season!

Beautifully maintained course and
exceptional dining experience!

Close knit community of members and
staff!

896 Stony Hill Rd
Wilbraham, MA 01095

For more information please contact
our PGA pro:

Bobby Downes (413) 596-8887

$100
Gift Card to 
The Grille!

Golf Shop - friendly staff
with the industries finest
equipment and apparel

One of the areas best practice facilities
included in all membership categories -
Outside Range Memberships also
available

Leagues for Women, Men,
Seniors and Couples 

WHY CHOOSE CCW?
Championship Golf Course that
has hosted MassGolf and USGA
Events!

COMMUNITY

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent 

WILBRAHAM – Multi-
ple candidates with interest 
in joining the town’s Finance 
Committee presented to the 
Wilbraham Select Board on 
Nov. 17.

Diane Diehl, an analytical 
chemist who works for a non-
profit in Cambridge, was se-
lected amongst the three can-
didates. Her term begins Nov. 
17 and ends on June 30, 2026.

Diehl shared she will bring 
to FinCom over 25 years of ex-
perience in scientific research, 
marketing, communications 
and managing large teams of 
people and significant depart-
mental budgets. 

“I’ve been interested in 
serving in some capacity in 
town government for a long 
time, but with two kids it 
was very hard. Now that I’m 
an empty-nester, I’d like to 
be able to contribute my an-
alytical and problem-solving 
skills. I’m very much a collab-
orative person, always seeking 
to ask questions and get in-
put,” Diehl said. 

Diehl, a 16-year resident 
of Wilbraham, has also served 
as president of the Falcon 
Youth Football Club, treasur-
er of the Minnechaug Music 
Booster Club, part of the Turf 
at ‘Chaug initiative and many 
PTOs and other sports ser-

vices clubs over the years.
“I think there’s a lot of 

great work that goes into it, 
I’ve been to some of the meet-
ings. I know it’s a very chal-
lenging environment trying to 
balance budgets. I think the 
Committee does a really good 
job. I think one of the areas 
that I do see some improve-
ment is just in overall commu-
nication, openness and a little 
bit more updates on the web-
site, for instance,” Diehl said. 
“I think people in town would 
feel a little bit better if they 
had more up-to-date infor-
mation at their fingertips and 
in talking with others of my 
sort of length of time in town 
and other families in town, I 
think there’s a sense of really 
wanting to know more about 
what’s going on and trying to 
figure out what are those ways 
of getting more information 
out to the general population.”

Mary McNally, a candidate 
who interviewed for the com-
mittee before, was the former 
town administrator of Hamp-
den and East Longmeadow. 

“My background, educa-
tion and professional experi-
ence is as an attorney primar-
ily. For a short period before 
I passed the bar, I was an IRS 
agent in Springfield and Bos-
ton offices,” McNally said. 

McNally practiced law in 
Springfield for about 30 years, 
in a private practice for about 

25 of those years. 
Then, she spent time 

working with District Attor-
ney Mark Mastroianni in his 
office. When Mastroianni 
moved on to the federal bench, 
McNally transitioned to the 
Springfield Parking Authority, 
where she served as its execu-
tive director for several years. 

“Essentially, as executive 
director, you’re responsible 
for all the bonding, personnel, 
financial statements, revenue 
and operational expenses. 
That was another facet of my 
experience,” McNally said. 

At that point, McNally 
was ready to retire from the 
practice of law and decided to 
enter municipal management, 
becoming Hampden’s first 
ever town administrator. 

After a brief stint there, 
she spent nearly five years 
in the same position in East 
Longmeadow before retiring 
in 2023.

“The town manager’s role 
is obviously very much fi-
nancially oriented because 
we have to present the budget 
to town council or city coun-
cil each year,” McNally said. 
“That involves interviewing 
each department to ascertain 
their needs and the needs of 
the town and try to balance 
those things and then present 
a balanced budget to the coun-
cil. Then, there was obviously 
a lot of hiring, capital expens-

es, community preservation; 
all those appointments your 
board makes here in town are 
the responsibility of the man-
ager in East Longmeadow.”

McNally said she had dai-
ly financial involvement in her 
various occupations dating 
back decades.

“I always enjoyed it and 
thought we were pretty suc-
cessful in the venues in which 
we worked,” McNally said.

She also emphasized com-
munication, noting how “there 
had been some projects that 
had been undertaken or were 
considered by other entities, 
and the board…didn’t think it 
had sufficient information and 
should have been [informed] 
earlier in the process about 
what was going on.”

“Honestly, I think com-
munication is the thing I think 
could probably be improved 
a little bit,” McNally said. “I 
think that’s the biggest thing I 
would try to improve.” 

The third candidate was 
Shana Vreeland, BSN, RN., 
who grew up in Hampden and 
works at a community health 
center in downtown Spring-
field as a registered nurse spe-
cialist.

“As a nurse case manag-
er, I usually work with a lot 
of people who are at-risk, a 
lot more people who may be 

Wilbraham SB appoints Diehl to FinCom

•	 Fieldcrest Brewing Company 
Holiday Food, Toy and Gift Card Drive
Help us spread cheer to local families this Christmas
We will be collecting Nov. 29 through Dec. 14
What we are collecting: non-perishable food items, new un-

wrapped toys, gift cards (any amount)
2343 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

•	 Hampden Police Department Stuff a Cruiser  
*NEW TIME AND LOCATION*
Saturday, Dec. 13 9 a.m. to Noon
Monson Savings Bank, 15 Somers Road, Hampden
New and unwrapped gifts for kids ages birth to 16 years old 

to be collected and given to families in need

•	 Richard Green Insurance
21st Annual Collection of Toys for Children and Supplies 

for Local Senior Veterans Stockings
Toys will benefit the I Found Light Foundation located in 

Springfield, MA. The gifts for veterans will be donated locally. 
For our veterans, the wish list includes individually 

wrapped snacks, granola bars, individually wrapped hard can-
dy, individually wrapped chocolate, mini hand sanitizers, hot 
chocolate packets, and puzzle or word search type books. 

New unwrapped toys and veterans gifts are being collected 
through Dec. 10.

Hampden Office at 32 Somers Road and Monson Office lo-
cated at 128 Main Street. This year we are upping the match to 
first $1,500 in collected items FOR BOTH THE CHILDREN 
AND THE VETS. 

Call 566-0028 for more information.

•	 Spartan Auto Care
Collecting toys through Dec. 10 for I Found Light Against 

All Odds
New, unwrapped toys in lobby.
Open Monday through Friday a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday 

8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Toy, clothing and food drives to support this holiday season

Please see FINCOM, page 5
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  
Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE
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Hampden Police Association in Hampden Police Association in 
Partnership with Monson Savings Bank Partnership with Monson Savings Bank 
•••••••••••••• will be hosting a  •••••••••••••• 

“STUFF A CRUISER” TOY DRIVE
SATURDAY, DEC. 13TH, 9AM-1PM
at Monson Savings Bank
15 Somers Road, Hampden

COLLECTING NEW & UNWRAPPED TOYS
Santa & Mrs. Claus will be visiting from 
9-11am with refreshments & hot chocolate!
Toys can be dropped off at the Hampden Police Dept thru Dec. 18th

EVANGEL
Christmas Community Dinner
We would like to extend a warm invitation to all our neighbors 

to join us for a holiday meal, the company of others and celebration.

Christmas Day 11 a.m. - 1p.m.
EVANGEL ASSEMBLY – 348 Stony Hill Rd., Wilbraham

No cost - No registration required.

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% 
Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your 

GOLD Towards 
A New Purchase

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

TurnYourGoldIntoCash!
Sri

DF6360
4129B

DE631
LuS

WeBuyGoldinAnyCondition

Submitted by
 Emilie Hisgen

WILBRAHAM - Sunday 
Nov. 30 was a busy day for 
Wilbraham Troop 359 who 
hosted their Annual Wreath 
Sale at St. Cecilia’s Church 
and followed up with as-
sembling the Nativity Scene 
for the Town Tree Lighting 
which took place on Sunday, 
Dec. 7 at Gazebo Park.  

A chilly morning didn’t 
slow down the scouts as they 
set up displays for the beau-
tiful wreaths, assisted cus-
tomers and restocked wreaths 
after sales. Proceeds directly 
benefit the troop, but the sale 
also doubles as a learning ex-
perience.  

Dr. Thomas Wadzinski, 
Scout Master for Troop 359, 
was excited about the sale.

“It’s a great fundraiser for 
the troop, helps us out with 
just getting supplies or other 
stuff that helps the kids with 
doing different things, camp-
ing wise or trip wise. They 
definitely get some skills as 
far as how an event is orga-
nized, as well as just seeing 
people in the community– 
community contact I think 
is important for scouting,” 
Wadzinski said. “They also 
figure out how a small busi-
ness might operate, so sales-
manship or other things like 
that kind of play into it… it’s 
a great experience for them.” 

Dan Heinold, a sopho-
more at Minnechug Regional 
High School, who has been 
a scout for six years echoed 
Dr. Wadzinski’s goals for the 
sale’s proceeds. 

“We have a variety of 
things that we would like to 
do. There are some upgrades 
for the trailer that we want to 
do,” Heinold said.

Heinold is also looking 
forward to an upcoming an-
nual trip. 

“We have a camp out in 
December called Fellowship 
and we go to a cabin, it’s ev-
eryone’s favorite,” Heinold 
said. 

As John Guerin watched 
his son Johnny make a sale 
and help with customers, he 
reflected on his son’s scout 
experience.

“He’s already gotten so 
much out of this organization. 
It’s fantastic character devel-
opment,” Guerin said. “It’s 
something he really looks for-
ward to. He just loves doing 

all the activities. So, it’s been 
a game changer for him.” 

Wilbraham resident and 
St. Cecilia’s parishioner 
Christine Peyman enthu-
siastically purchased two 
wreaths, stating that what 
makes these wreaths special 
is that “it’s positive for our 
youth to be able to do amaz-
ing things with the funds that 
they receive.”

The Wreath Sale was a 
success as all wreaths were 
sold. 

”We just add a little bit of 
cheer to people’s Christmas,” 
Heinold said.

Troop 359 appreciated 
the generosity and support 
of community members 
throughout the morning, 
and, at the conclusion of 
the Wreath Sale, Troop 359 

headed down Main Street to 
Wilbraham’s Town Center to 
set up the Nativity scene in 
preparation for the Town Tree 

Lighting. 
For more information on 

Wilbraham Troop 359 and 
their endeavors in our com-

munity contact: Dr. Thomas 
Wadzinski via email at troop-
359wilbraham@gmail.com 
or visit www.beascout.org.

Wilbraham Scout Troop holds Annual Wreath Sale

Photo courtesy of Emilie Hisgen

Johnny Guerin adds a wreath to a display. 

Photo courtesy of Lorna Lawrence

Troop 359 prepares the Nativity Scene for the Town Tree Lighting.  

Members of Troop 359 are ready for the Wreath Sale. From the left, Luke Wadzinski, Dr. Thomas 
Wadzinski, Johnny Guerin, Thad Michael, John Guerin, Dan Heinold, Colin Paige, Perry Bechthold 
and Cole Michael. 

having financial difficulties and 
difficulties with maybe drugs and 
alcohol. Getting their needs met 
through the regular channels that 
maybe they were coming to us us-
ing MassHealth, that sort of thing,” 
Vreeland said.

On her finance background, 
Vreeland said she worked for 10 
years as a tax accountant at Mass-

Mutual and worked with subsidi-
ary companies locally and auditors 
in Connecticut.

“I enjoyed that, but at some 
point our unit was going to be 
outsourced, so I had to make a 
decision that I want to go upper 
level and get an accounting degree 
or did I want to help people in a 
different manner,” Vreeland said. 
“So, that’s why I decided to be a 
nurse.”

She added she always wanted 
to do something through the town 
“just because I think the town is a 
really good town.”

“I listen to my dad talk a lot 
about what he did for his country; 
he went to Vietnam and did two 
tours,” Vreeland said. “The main 
thing I want to do is be able to 
help. I don’t know if the Finance 
Committee is the place for me, I 
think I picked some other things 

as well. I’d like to be able to help. 
I’m an open book when it comes to 
understanding what’s going on for 
the Finance Committee because of 
having to work with auditors and 
whatnot, I do know that I go in and 
talk to somebody and have that 
ebb and flow, which I think that 
you need to have.”

All three candidates shared 
they would be open to serving on 
other committees as well.

FINCOM from page 3 Shop Till You Drop 
is back thru Dec. 24

HAMPDEN - Our annual fundraiser is 
back! Great gifts for everyone on your gift 
list are available at the Hampden Senior 
Center, 104 Allen St. 

Open for shopping on Monday Noon 
to 3 p.m., Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Thursday 9 a.m. to 
Noon. Don’t delay, sale ends Dec. 24.

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated
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Letters to the editor should be 
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter writers to 
include his or her town of residence 
and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal 
attacks, defamation of character and 
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by 
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor, 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly correct 

factual errors that appear in this paper 
and can be substantiated. Corrections 
or clarifications will always appear on 
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail 
or mailed communication to the editor 
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 
is published every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc. One year out of town 
subscriptions are available at $45, out 
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission 
of news material, letters to the editor 
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Editorial 
Policy

VIEWPOINTS

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Wilbraham-Hampden 

Times welcomes readers to 
participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to 
the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent 
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed 
to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
krivers@turley.com. Please include 
a daytime telephone number for 
verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered 
for that Thursday’s newspaper. 
No attack letters will be printed. 
No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy 
will be printed. If the volume of 
letters received is larger than the 
space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, 
the newspaper reserves the right 
to print a representative sample. 
No endorsement letters will be 
printed in the last edition before the 
election. 

For more information, call the 
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election 

coverage, the newspaper plans to 
print stories about contested races 
for Congress, state Senate, state 
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well 
as a question-and-answer voters 
guide. In order to ensure fairness 
to all candidates, no political press 
releases will be printed, nor will 
reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to 
further publicize their candidacy, 
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid 
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden 
Times.

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

The Wilbraham-Hampden

TIMES

EDITOR
Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Jocelyn Walker
jwalker@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times is 
published every Thursday by Turley 

Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., 
Palmer, Mass. 01069. Telephone (413) 

283-8393, Fax  (413) 289-1977.

@ Wilbraham-Hampden Times

WEB
www.wilbrahamhampdentimes.

turley.com

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President

TEAM

Dear Rusty: 
I’m trying to figure out 

if I should change my IRS 
filing status to “Married – 
Filing Jointly” prior to get-
ting reviewed for my Medi-
care Part B and Part D. 

My current IRS status 
is “Married – Filing Sin-
gle” and I noticed this fil-
ing status is more stringent. 
I will be turning 62 this 
year (2025) and I’ve read 
that Medicare will review 
my income two years pri-
or to turning 65. Any input 
would be appreciated. 

Signed: 
Uncertain Senior 

Dear Uncertain: 
Your IRS tax filing sta-

tus has no bearing on your 
eligibility for Medicare 
Part B (coverage for outpa-
tient healthcare services) or 
Medicare Part D (insurance 
coverage for prescription 
drugs). Medicare is an indi-
vidual healthcare program, 
so enrolling in Medicare 
provides coverage for you 
only, not your spouse, your 
spouse’s Medicare eligi-
bility will be individually 
evaluated. 

What your IRS filing 
status may affect is the 
amount of your Medicare 
Part B and Part D pre-
miums. There is a Medi-
care provision called In-
come-Related Monthly 
Adjustment Amount, which 
sets the income thresholds 
on which your Medicare 
premiums are based and 
those thresholds are differ-
ent if you file your income 
tax as a single or as “mar-
ried/filing jointly.” 

The IRMAA thresh-
olds can change annually 
and there’s no way to yet 
determine what they will 
be when you are able to 
enroll in Medicare at age 
65. They are currently 
$106,000 if you file as a 
single, and $212,000 if you 
file your taxes as “married/
jointly.” If your “provision-
al income,” your combined 
income from all sources,  
exceeds the threshold for 
your filing status, you will 
pay higher than standard 
Medicare Part B and Part D 
premiums. If your income 
is lower than the threshold, 
you will pay only whatever 
the standard Medicare Part 
B premium is for the year 
you start Medicare and 
there will be no supplemen-
tal premium for your Part D 
coverage. 

For information, the IR-
MAA supplements are pro-
gressive that is, the more 
you exceed the threshold 
by, the higher your IRMAA 
premium supplement will 
be. To see the current IR-
MAA thresholds and sup-
plements again, these will 
likely change when you are 
eligible for Medicare visit  
www.cms.gov/newsroom/

fact-sheets/2025-medicare-
parts-b-premiums-and-de-
ductibles.  

You are correct that 
your Medicare premium, 
when you enroll, will be 
determined by your total 
income from two years 
prior. So, if you plan to 
enroll in Medicare at age 
65, sometime in 2028, it is 
your 2026 income which 
will determine your Part 
B and Part D premiums, 
and that income will be de-
fined by your 2026 income 
tax return. Note, too, that 
Medicare premiums are re-
evaluated each year, based 
upon your IRS income tax 
return from two years prior.  

FYI, there are advan-
tages to filing your income 
tax as “married/jointly” vs. 
married/filing separately 
and those are best evalu-
ated by your tax advisor. 
We are not tax advisors 
here at the AMAC Foun-
dation. And while it’s true 
that the IRMAA thresholds 
are higher when you file as 
“married/jointly,” it’s also 
true that your total income 
as a married couple will 
be used when determining 
your IRMAA premiums for 
Medicare. So, once again, 
it is probably best to con-
sult with a qualified income 
tax advisor for guidance on 
whether it is best, financial-
ly, for you to change how 
you file your income tax in 
2026, considering that you 
will be enrolling in Medi-
care in 2028. 

One final thing: If you 
are still working and have 
“creditable” healthcare 
coverage from your em-
ployer, “creditable” is a 
group plan with at least 20 
participants, then you can 
delay enrolling in Medicare 
until your employer cover-
age ends thus temporarily 
avoiding the Medicare pre-
miums. In other words, if 
you have creditable health-
care coverage from an em-
ployer, you don’t have to 
enroll in Medicare immedi-
ately at age 65. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security Asso-
ciation  To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

About tax filing status and Medicare

When life and 
mountains meet

By Julie Midura

  With wind chills in the 
negative single digits, it was 
a blustery and viewless day 
on Mt. Pierce in the White 
Mountains of New Hamp-
shire last Saturday. But our 
hike wasn’t about the views. 

It was about rising to meet 
the mountain. Feeling our 
legs burn and our hearts race. 
Experiencing a rush of adren-
aline as we fought the intense 
wind above tree line. Finding 
our way to the very 
top in a cloud so 
dense that the 
snowy ground 
and white sky 
seemed as one. 

Last weekend 
was about allow-
ing ourselves a 
distraction in the 
face of unimag-
inable pain. Ac-
cepting the peace 
and strength that 
the mountains 
impart. Grant-
ing ourselves 
permission to feel 
joy… and not feel guilty 
for doing so.

It was a weekend of letting 
go. Allowing the mountain 
peaks to captivate us. Inspire 
us. Humble us. 

After Saturday’s adrena-
line-racing adventure on Mt. 
Pierce, I was excited to see 
snow in the forecast for our 
hike on Sunday. For someone 
who will never stop believing 
that snow is magical, I felt 
like an excited 6-year old.

Which is why I was dis-
appointed when we awoke 
on Sunday morning, looked 
out the window of the mo-
tel room, and saw rain rath-
er than snow. “Maybe it will 
stop raining by the time we 
get to the trailhead,” I said 
hopefully.

There was a heavy over-
cast when we arrived at the 
trailhead, but at least it had 

stopped raining. 
With no illu-
sions that we’d 
get a view from 
the summit of 
Mt. Cube, up-
ward we went. 
And as expect-
ed, the summit 

was encased in a 
cloud. No matter. At 

least it wasn’t raining.
We had just started mak-

ing our way down from the 
summit when Tom said, 
“Well it looks like you’re get-
ting your wish!”

I was so focused on foot 
placement as I carefully 
navigated the steep, ice-cov-
ered ledges, that I didn’t no-
tice it had started snowing! 
I stopped, looked up to the 
heavens, and felt the soft cold 
kisses of dozens of snowflakes 
landing on my upturned face. 
Intent on lingering, Tom and 
I found a relatively flat ledge 
and laid out our sit pad.

For half an hour, we sat 
with our legs stretched out 
on the wet granite, sipping 
steaming hot cider from 
our old green Stanley ther-
mos. Staring at the snow and 
ice-covered trees against the 

backdrop of a ghostly sky. 
Watching the snow swirl and 
dance with each gust of wind. 
Feeling cold flakes lick our 
eyelashes. Hearing the faint 
whisper of flakes landing on 
snow-laden branches.

This moment was in stark 
contrast to the adrenaline 
rush we had experienced on 
Mt. Pierce the previous day... 
when the wind raged angrily 
in ragged gusts and the cold 
was so harsh it stung.

This was softer. Calmer. 
It was a reminder that, in 

life, we are handed both. The 
smooth and the rough. The 
quiet and the loud. The raging 
and the calm. And each one 
can hold sadness and joy at 
exactly the same time. 

If I’m being honest, it 
feels wrong to find joy in 
these mountains when our 
2-year-old granddaughter is 
in the fight of her life against 
the single deadliest form of 
pediatric brain cancer. But 
sometimes we need time to 
exhale. To physically distance 
ourselves from the pain… 
while still holding it in our 
hearts. 

We’re living in a season 
of extremes. Of conflicting 
emotions that are confusing 
to process. From the highest 
of highs to the lowest of lows. 
And it’s hard to validate one, 
at what seems like the ex-
pense of the other. 

But if this cancer journey 
is teaching me anything, it’s 
that a heart can hold deep de-
spair-and equally-deep joy at 
precisely the same moment. 

I can be crippled by sad-
ness one minute and smiling 
with joy the next. I can be 
consumed with fear one min-
ute and filled with hope the 
next. And I’m learning that 
that’s okay. 

I’m learning to accept that 
peace CAN exist in the mid-
dle of chaos. We just need to 
open our eyes wide enough to 
find it. 

For those who have asked 
about Charlotte, thank you. 
The monthly immunotherapy 
treatments are keeping her tu-
mor stable. She is fighting like 
a warrior, and we are grateful 
for every precious moment 
that we get to be with her. 

Onward.

Not all mountains we climb are the same

SEND US YOUR 
EVENT PHOTOS

As a free service for our readers we accept and will 
print when space allows community event photos and 

announcements. Just scan the QR code above and 
send us your photos and any information.

Email items to
  krivers@turley.com

Scan QR Code
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COMMUNITY
BULLETIN BOARD

Readers are encouraged to send in 
medium to high resolution photos 

for this page by e-mail to 
krivers@turley.com or

mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 

WILBRAHAMWILBRAHAM
HAMPDENHAMPDEN

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Send us in
your 

announcements!
Happy Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run 

here free of charge, please keep it 

to less than 50 words.

Please send to krivers@turley.com

Wilbraham Fire Department 
responds to structure fire

2133 Boston Road
 Wilbraham 

413.271.1208 
Reservations 

Recommended
Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm
Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm

 Sun. 12-8pm  Join us for wonderful Italian Cuisine 
and enjoy Live Music too!

 Via Appia Via Appia
 R I S T O R A N T E

Friday 
Dec. 12

FRANK
SERAFINO

Saturday
Dec. 13

LUTHER

Friday 
Dec. 19

BAIRD 
SOUL

Saturday
Dec. 20

ATOA 
RIPLEY

Friday 
Dec. 26

ATOA 
RIPLEY

Saturday
Dec. 27

LIVIO

Ask About   
     Having Your  
Special Holiday  
  Event With Us! Join Us Join Us 

New Year’s New Year’s 
Eve!Eve!

LIVE MUSIC
ATOA RIPLEY

Our Regular 
Menu & Specials

Submitted photo and caption Georgann and Mark Collins

Traveling Times
Georgann and Mark Collins keeping up with the 
“happenings” in Wilbraham while exploring Miyajima 
Island, across the bay from Hiroshima, Japan.

Read 
aloud 

to kids!
Submitted photo John 

Flynn

Selectboard Chair 
John Flynn visited 
Mrs. Chapdelaine’s 
fourth grade class 
on Nov. 21 to read 
aloud to students. 

Photo and caption courtesy of Wilbraham Fire Department

At approximately 3:10 a.m. on Dec. 5, the Wilbraham Fire 
Department responded to a structure fire at 615 Stony Hill Road. 
Firefighters arrived to find heavy smoke and flames coming from 
the second floor. 
Mutual aid responded from the Ludlow Fire Department, East 
Longmeadow Fire Department and Westover Air Reserve Base. 
The Hampden Fire Department provided Station coverage. 
Massachusetts Department of Fire Services provided the rehab 
unit.
The fire was extinguished in about 30 minutes. There were no 
reported injuries, and the cause of the fire is under investigation.

December is 
a dangerous 
month for drunk 
driving. Almost 
1,000 people 
died in alcohol-
impaired-driving 
crashes each December from 2019 to 2023. 
The Wilbraham Police Department will be conducting high 
visibility impaired operator detection and enforcement 
patrols throughout the month of December thanks to the 
Municipal Road Safety Grant from @mass_ogr  funded by 
NHTSA. This will allow the deployment of additional officers, 
specifically trained in Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving 
Enforcement #aride, during evening and weekend hours. 
Always plan for a safe, sober ride home like a ride-share, a 
taxi or a sober friend. Don’t make us provide the chaser.

A safety 
reminder 

to not 
drink 

and drive
...

Photo and caption courtesy of 
Wilbraham Police Department

O Christmas Tree
Now that we’re in December, visitors to the Wilbraham 
Senior Center can bask in the glow—and festive 
colors—of these Christmas trees to get in the holiday 
spirit.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
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McCrays Farm
55 Alvord Street

South Hadley

WWW.MCCRAYS-FARM.COM/HOLIDAYLIGHTS

LET’S MAKE 
THIS SEASON

MERRY, BRIGHT,
AND TOTALLY LIT!

Come experience magical 
30-40 minute stroll 
around the farm - 

surrounded by hundreds of 
thousands of dazzling lights!

Explore tractors, trees,
tunnels and so much more!

Enjoy tons of photo ops and 
brand new light displays! Now Accepting New Patients

WHY WHY 
GO TO GO TO 
URGENT URGENT 
CARE?CARE?
Don’t Forget To 
Get Your Flu Shot 
This Fall!

2207 Boston Road, Wilbraham  • 35 Turkey Hill Road, Suite 205, Belchertown
(413) 599-1201 • Fax: (413) 596-2940 • www.pamcares.com

2 Convenient 
Locations! Most Insurances Accepted

Gary Nielan, M.D.
Kimberly Joyal Martins, M.D.
Amy Kasper, M.D.
Kimberly Dewey, M.D.
Priya Malik, M.D.
Thirza Lareau, M.D.
Melissa Maciborski, M.D.

Julia Komatsu, M.D.
Shatabdi Pinky, M.D.
Solmaz Masoudi, P.A.
Rachel McKenna, N.P.
Nicole Santos, LMHC
Rachel Kluk, LMHC

we’re facing?” Squindo said. 
“Because we’re going to have 
an issue at the elementary 
schools based on projections 
that we’re already having at 
the middle school, but fix-
ing the issues at the middle 
school doesn’t fix the issues 
at the elementary school.”

Provost replied that they 
learned from the sessions 
with the MSBA that they 

don’t necessarily have to have 
a “fully crystallized vision for 
the future in order to start the 
process of doing (a) feasibil-
ity study” or to have a clear 
understanding “of what our 
problems are right now and 
what we’d like to see less of.”

“Not exactly sure how we 
get there, that, but I like said, 
the MSBA process could help 
us figure that out,” Provost 
said. 

After further discussion, 

questions and next steps, Ti-
rabassi said this. 

“If we want to do it, we 
want to do it right and we 
want to go at it 110%,” Ti-
rabassi said. 

Clerk Sue Bunnell ended 
the discussion with this. 

“I think it’s completely 
appropriate for us to try and 
give you some sense. These 
things only happen when the 
communities get lined up be-
hind it,” Bunnell said. 

OPTIONS from page 2

you’re going to be able to 
do redo classrooms and all 
that stuff or is this just kind 
of making it a little bit better 
longer versus kind of edu-
cationally as well as build-
ing-wise?” Vanderleeden 
said.

Tirabassi replied, “That 
can be up to us to decide with 
the state through the feasibil-
ity study if they invite us in.”

“The program is competi-
tive,” Tirabassi said. “During 
the feasibility study, some-
times there could be a result 
where they say, ‘Well, you 
could go this way, go re-
hab, go refurbished or you 
could go new building,’ or 
they might just say, ‘Go new 
building,’ given the circum-
stances.”

Vanderleeden agreed and 
said that was his concern.

“What’s the cost going 
to be at the end of the day?” 
Vanderleeden said. “Obvious-
ly, that’s going to be more ex-
pensive, but is it really worth 
it throwing away a lot of dol-
lars for a few more...”

Flynn also asked about 
Hampden’s responsibility for 
the cost of WMS.

“This is a bit of a sea 
change for us and I will free 
form right out that if we, 
again, copied what happened 
at Minnechaug 14, 15 years 

ago, withdrew so to speak the 
repair thing and then went for 
the full whatever program it’s 
going to be. To me, that puts 
the repair part for Wilbraham 
Middle School off the table,” 
Flynn said. “That building 
would not be part of the mix 
in terms of our costs. A) say 
they decide, as we talked 
about years ago, we should 
be building a new middle 
school on the campus of Min-
nechaug and have a campus 
there. Then, why would we 
put money into a structure 
that’s owned by the town of 
Wilbraham and we‘d have no 
involvement after that school 
was built? It would be tough 
to get our equity back.”

On gutting the building 
and rebuilding it where it 
is now, Flynn said, “Maybe 
make that regional property 
moving forward.”

“Again, same thing. We 
buy into that, I think it’s a 
new building and that’ll be 
our responsibility,” Flynn 
said. “That I’d think would 
change where I am on our 
discussion about any repair, 
upgrade costs at Wilbraham 
Middle School.”

When Davenport asked 
about board approvals, Ti-
rabassi said a letter of support 
from both boards “would be a 
tremendous help’ to the core 
building program application.

“I heard from multiple 

people at the MSC that one 
of the things they focus on is 
making sure both communi-
ties are on board. They don’t 
want to waste their time,” Ti-
rabassi said. 

He added after the invites, 
the feasibility study, plans and 
design, etc, this would still 
need to be voted on at town 
meetings and at the polls.

Davenport shared another 
problem has been the situa-
tion with the kids.

“So for six years, the kids 
are in a place that should have 
been fixed 10 years ago—
right?—and there’s no inten-
tion of fixing it, doing any-
thing about it? You got kids, 
your asthma rate in the mid-
dle school is higher than the 

state average. You got 50% 
of the rooms whose CO2 is 
too high. You got all the other 
problems that occur,” Daven-
port said. “In fairness to Dr. 
Provost and Dr. Slaughter, 
they try to get the ventilation 
taken care of and that got shot 
down. I mean, so what do we 
do for six years while these 
kids are sitting there?”

Wilbraham Select Board 
Clerk Sue Bunnell clarified 
on the ventilation that “there 
was no verification” that it 
would solve the problem.

“That’s why they opted 
not to move forward on fund-
ing that,” Bunnell said.

Select Board Chair Mi-
chael Squindo noted Daven-
port’s concerns are similar to 
his comments the week be-
fore on “there are still issues 
at the middle school that need 
to be addressed.”

“I don’t necessarily want 
to object to your logic, John, 
but I would say I object in 
the sense that we can’t just 
abandon repairs at the mid-
dle school by going through a 
core program. I think we can 
get tighter about what repairs 
are necessary to prevent cat-
astrophic failure, but if the 
building were to be closed, 
where do we educate those 
kids? Now and whenever the 
situation is?” Squindo said. 

Flynn agreed with Squin-
do, suggesting part of the 
solution may be “looking at 
the worst affected areas” and 
modulars. 

After delving into an ex-
tensive discussion around re-
gionalizing WMS, the venti-
lation concerns and revisiting 
past discussions on moving 
the eighth graders to the high 
school, Provost said with-

drawing from the accelerated 
repair program was a wise 
decision due to the issues that 
need to be addressed.

“If we were to move for-
ward with the accelerated re-
pair, we may find that there 
are more larger bills coming 
down the road that you can’t 
get reimbursement for and 
now you’re kind of locked 
in because of the recruitment 
process of the MSBA,” Pro-
vost said. “Basically means 
that the MSBA expects you to 
use your building for the us-
able life of whatever repairs 
they find. So, windows and 
doors are 30 years, so if we 
move forward with that then 
we’d really be saying we’re 
going to keep that build-
ing in use as some type of a 
school for 30 years or we’d 
be responsible for paying the 
state back the money that they 
gave us.”

After further discussion, 
Davenport affirmed pursuing 
the core building program.

“I have to say the core 
program, I think, is proba-
bly what we need to do, but 
we need to decide how we’re 
going to handle the five or six 
years of those kids that are 
going to be in there,” Daven-
port said. 

Flynn said he could sup-
port applying to the core 
building program “with a 
solid plan for a five-year tran-
sition” so students are taken 
care of and protected.

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers

Wilbraham Middle School continues to be a hot topic for the town boards in Wilbraham and 
Hampden and the School Committee. A joint meeting held on Dec. 2 discussed how to pursue 
the options on the table.

MEETING from page 1

Hegarty said. “Last year, we 
raised a little over $10,000. 
This year, $12,044 so far. All 
of the money that comes in 
goes back out.”

Hegarty said about $1,500 
in gift cards are given out by 
the parish as well.

“We also donate gift cards 
to the Diocese (of Springfield) 
Latino Ministry and down at 

St. Michael’s Cathedral. So, 
after the gift cards are pur-
chased, after Big Y gets paid 
for the food and the turkeys, 
whatever’s left over gets 
split between the Commu-
nity Survival Center and the 
Gray House,” Hegarty said. 
“They’ll all get a check right 
after Thanksgiving to replen-
ish their food pantries, so 
thank you all that contributed. 
It was a great year.”

Deputy Grand Knight Jar-
ed Demetri shared informa-
tion about the upcoming Free 
Throw Competition on Janu-
ary 3, 2026. 

“I do have a sign-up sheet 
over there and thank you to 
everyone that’s signed up. 
I know it’s a lot of fun. It’s 
for boys and girls age 9 to 
14, so if you know anyone in 
your family or extended fam-
ily that is interested, please 
tell them about it. It’s going 
to be in the church bulletin a 
few weeks prior to the event. 
I’ve contacted the superinten-
dent’s office so it will go to the 
Hampden-Wilbraham school 
system, all the kids within that 
age group 9 to 14,” Demetri 
said. ‘’I reached out to the 
CYO coach as well as the 
Wilbraham Rec Department 
coach, so hopefully we’ll have 
a really good turnout.”

Demetri explained the 
council and district rounds 
happen on the same day, so 
volunteers are encouraged to 
sign up so they can help keep 
score.

And finally, this year’s An-

nual Toy Drive, where a toy 
box will be set up the week-
end after Thanksgiving and 
a notification in the parish 
bulletin will go out that same 
weekend. Volunteers are being 
sought for Wednesday, Dec. 
17, to help deliver toys to the 
Diocese of Springfield.

Volunteers are also needed 
the night before on Tuesday, 
Dec. 16, to help get deliveries 
ready.

Over 500 toys were col-
lected last year, Grand Knight 
Josh Mitchell added after the 
announcement was shared, 
with nearly 300 toys going to 
the Diocese.

“We spoke to the person 
that runs Catholic Charities 
and he was beyond elated in 
the amount of families that 
we helped last year was astro-
nomical, so again, thank you 
to everyone that donated their 
money, toys, both. It’s truly 
helping not just our parish but 
the Greater Springfield area 
too,” Mitchell said

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Grand Knight Josh Mitchell opens the meeting.

KNIGHTS from page 1

Knights members try out the chili entries.
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Please consider these wonderful businesses in our community when purchasing Gift Cards 
this holiday season. Your support of small, independent business keeps our community strong! 

Have a Very Merry Gif t Card!Have a Very Merry Gif t Card!
**

**

**

****

**

di Hampden House

1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA   413-566-8324
lacucinahampden.com

Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm, 
Sun. 11:30am-9pm – BAR OPEN LATE

GIFT CARDS 

AVAILABLE

DECEMBER
12-14 & 19-21
Purchase a $50 

Gift Card & Receive 
a $10 Gift Card FREE!

No Free Cards w/ Online Purchases
No Limits - No Expiration!

SALE!SALE!SALE!SALE!

We have catering trays available for your easy holiday 
entertaining! Order early for Christmas Eve pickup. 
Also available to cater your home or office party. 

Book now! Visit our website for menus.

Open 6:00am Daily ~ Year Round!
757 Main St., Wilbraham • 413-596-4002

GIFT CARDS 
FROM RICE’s...

The perfect gift for 
Teachers • Bus Drivers

Babysitters • Letter Carrier
Co-workers • Neighbors

Stocking Stuffers
Secret Santa... EVERYONE!

RICE FRUIT RICE FRUIT FARMFARM

ESTABLISHED 1894

W
ILBRAHAM, M

A

Quick & Easy! 
Gio’s E-Gift Cards Available 

Online!

9 Allen St., • Hampden Mini Mall • Hampden, MA (413) 566-8015
Hours: Open Mon., Closed Tues., Open Wed.-Sun. 

413-566-8015

Can Be 
Used In The 
Restaurant 
Or Lounge!

Beer • Wine
Spirits • Cocktails

Full Bar Menu
KENO & LOTTERY

www.giospizzeria.comwww.giospizzeria.com

P
IZ

Z
A

 ,
 P

A S T A  &   C O

C
K

T
A

IL
S

EST. 2011

PIZZERIA & LOUNGE

HOLIDAY HOURS:
Mon.- Wed. 10am-5pm  • Thurs. 10am-6pm • Fri. 10am-5pm

 Sat. 10am-4pm • Sun. 12-4pm
2341 Boston Road • Wilbraham • 413-599-1717

PROMOGift Card
For every $50 

purchased you 
get $5 FREE! 

route20barandgrille.com

2341 Boston Rd., (Rt. 20) Wilbraham

413.279.2020

TRAYS 
TO GO! 

For Your 
Holiday 

Entertaining

OPEN FOR 
LUNCH 

Thurs. -Sun.

Follow us on 
Facebook & 
Our Website 
for Updates

Kitchen Hours: 
Tues.-Wed. 4pm-9pm

Thurs. 11:30-9pm
Fri.-Sat. 11:30am-9:30pm

Sun. 11:30am-8pm
With Extended Bar Hours

Gift Card Special!
DECEMBER 19-24

For every $50 gift card 
purchased, you’ll 

receive an extra $10!
Our bar will be open Xmas Eve 

11am-4pm. Last chance for 
last minute gift cards

Bar & Grille
EST. 2016

EST. 2016

HOLIDAY GIFT CARD SPECIALHOLIDAY GIFT CARD SPECIAL
Purchase $100 in Gift Cards & Purchase $100 in Gift Cards & 
Receive a $20 Gift Card FREE!Receive a $20 Gift Card FREE!
6 Burt Lane, Wilbraham • 413-279-3303
• • • • • •  Open Tuesday - Saturday • • • • • •

Plants, Gardening Tools, Statuary
Let Them Choose What They 

Really Want with a GIFT CARD!

Unique Gifts for the GardenerUnique Gifts for the Gardener

www.16acresgardencenter.com

1359 Wilbraham Rd., Springfield
413-783-5883
Open Daily, Closed Christmas

Find us on 
Facebook

LOCALLY 
OWNED

We Buy, Sell & Trade
Video Games & Other Media

NINTENDO
XBOX

187 Main St, Indian Orchard, MA
(5 minutes from Springfield)

Mon-Sat 11am–7pm • 413-301-5020

ATARI

PLAYSTATION

SEGA

LOCALLY 
OWNED

We Buy, Sell & Trade
Video Games & Other Media

NINTENDO
XBOX

187 Main St, Indian Orchard, MA
(5 minutes from Springfield)

Mon-Sat 11am–7pm • 413-301-5020

ATARI

PLAYSTATION

SEGA

We Buy, Sell 
and Trade

Video Games 
gift cards available!gift cards available!

Basically 
a FREE coffee! 
Reward yourself 

for being a 
great gifter! 

GIFT CARDBonus!Bonus!
Spend $30 
get $5 off 

each gift card. 

135 EAST ST., LUDLOW
413-610-0250

Open Tues.-Sun. 6am-4pm

Digital Cards Available

2038 Boston Rd., Wilbraham
413-265-1278

V I O L A  A E S T H E T I C S
D A Y  S P A

Gift Card Special:
Receive a $10 voucher 
for every
$100 gift card 
purchased

The Gift of Self-Care

When You Give Our Little Card, They Get All of This...
• Creative Menu • Generous Portions

• Large Wine Selection
LIVE MUSIC Fri. & Sat.
Open: Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm, 

Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm, Sun. 12-8pm
2133 Boston Road, Wilbraham • 413.271.1208

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

Nothing 
says 

“Happy 
Holidays” 

like a 
Gift Card 

from 
Randall’s!

Cocktails • Dining In • Take Out • Catering Available
JAPANESE & CHINESE CUISINE

WE DELIVER ALL DAY! 
(Minimum order $15 / $4 charge in Wilbraham $4.50 charge out of town/within 5 miles)

Phone 596-5088 or 596-8809
2571 Boston Rd., Wilbraham • www.MandarinWilbrahamRest.com

Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm • Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 12 Noon-9pm • Closed Tues.

       Buy $50 Gift Card & 
Get $10 Gift Card FREE!
Buy $100 Gift Card & 

Get $20 Gift Card FREE!

A GIFT OF HEALTH
Santa knows 

that you’ve been 
“KNOTTY”

THERAPEUTIC 
MASSAGE THERAPY

Lisa Bernardini LMT
(413) 222-2147

2040 Boston Road
(Wilbraham Commons)

Gift Certificate SALE!
60 Minute Massage Sessions

BUY 1 GET 1 
50% OFF

ular the gingerbread house 
making event is,” Roberge 
said. 

Her personal business, 
run completely by herself, 
typically offers henna tat-
tooing services for libraries, 
parties, corporate events, and 
festivals all across Massachu-
setts. However, because of 
the sheer amount of people 
interested, and the amount of 
gingerbread she has to make, 
she spends the last months of 
the year fully immersed in the 
holiday spirit.

“I make everything by 
hand, and I end up with about 
2,000 pieces of gingerbread 
that I start making during Oc-

tober,” Roberge said. “This 
year, I have 18 gingerbread 
house making workshops 
booked across 15 different 
libraries, offering events with 
kids, teens and adults. It’s be-
come sort of a tradition for 
me, and the libraries too.”

Rachel Hapgood, the teen 
services and young adult li-
brarian, said the annual event 
is a crowd-pleaser.

“This event is a crowd 
favorite year after year. The 
program always gets full for 
both ages, and we’d be open 
to considering opening up and 
expanding the gingerbread 
house making workshop for 
adults, if there was interest,” 
Hapgood said. “The library’s 
events are catered to the com-
munity, and this is one of our 

most popular holiday-themed 
events.”

Roberge shared how 
her childhood inspired 
her to start these 
events for libraries.

“When I was 
growing up, my 
mom would bake 
gingerbread for me 
and my two sisters 
to make our own 
gingerbread hous-
es. It was one of our 
strongest traditions, 
and it brought me and 
my family so much joy 
and holiday spirit that I 
wanted to share it with oth-
ers,” Roberge said. 

She also shared what she 
enjoys about making the gin-
gerbread.

“One thing I love about 
making gingerbread houses 

is that anyone can do it. 
It’s a great way to bring 

out the holiday spirit, 
no matter what some-
one celebrates. Every 
year I also change 
this event in one way 
or another, it’s con-
stantly evolving,” 
Roberge said. “This 
year, the biggest 

change was the candy 
offerings for kids and 

teens changing, which I 
think the groups enjoyed.”
Hapgood added the event 

is a fun one for the teens. 
“This event is also great 

for teens to hang out and be 
creative with their friends, 
and take a well-deserved 

break from school,” Hapgood 
said. “They also enjoy the 
candy offerings for decora-
tions, as well as just snacking 
on throughout the event. The 
whole thing is fun for all of 
them.”

The children and teens 
event ran back-to-back during 
the evening, giving Roberge 
the opportunity to see multi-
ple different types of ginger-
bread houses made. 

“I enjoy seeing the fun 
and creative designs that ev-
eryone comes up with, it’s 
my favorite part. I also love 
coming to this library, and 
I’m thankful they’ve let this 
workshop become a tradition 
here,” Roberge said. 

GINGERBREAD HOUSE
 from page 1

Turley photo by Angelina Acevedo

Mandy Roberge’s 
gingerbread house

 examples.



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESPage 10 December 11, 2025

HOLIDAY APPETIZERS

STUFFED TURKEY - SIDES - DESSERT

ALSO A COMPLETE 
LINE OF GOURMET 
CAKES & DESSERTS

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TURKEY BREAST .................

$399
lb

USDA INSP.  FROZEN FULLY COOKED

SWEET & SMOKY BBQ
BABY BACK RIBS ...................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CHEFS TOGATHER

PIGS IN A BLANKET 24 PC BOX ... ea
$399

$1199
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN
HEALTHY CHOICE
STUFFED CABBAGE ROLLS....

SALE DATES: 12/11/25-12/17/25

$169
lb

USDA INSP. BONELESS KAYEM
WHOLE PIT HAM .................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN
ROAST or CHOPS ....................
USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE 
PORK RIBS ................................

$266
lb

lb

lb
$277

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES
ITALIAN SAUSAGE ..............

$189
lb

$366

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
HOLIDAY ROAST 
PORK LOIN STUFFED W/ HAM, 
CHEESE, PEPPERS, OLIVES, SPICES 
USDA INSP. FROZEN
HAM PORTIONS
BUTT or SHANK ...................

$449
lb

$155
lb

$266
lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAKS

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF STRIPLOIN
$789

lb

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN
$1399

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH AMERICAN

LEG LAMB

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CORNISH HENS TWIN PAK ...............$279

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN PARMESAN
MINI SPRING ROLLS 8 PAK........ ea

$399

USDA INSP. SKINLESS & SHANKLESS
BUDABALL OLD TYME 
SMOKED WHOLE HAM ...... $669

lb

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF FROZEN TURKEYS, 
TURKEY BREAST, DUCKS, GEESE, CORNISH HENS AS WELL AS 

FRESH HAMS & RED MEAT ROASTS FOR YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

$1499
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 26/30 CT
RAW SHRIMP 26/30 CT
PEELED & DEVEINED 2 LB BAG .

USDA INSP. 
FROZEN IMPORTED

LAMB RACKS
$1499

lb

Gift Cards
Available!

$667
lb

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

• Sump Pumps
• Footing Drains
• Gravity Drains
• Landscape Drainage
• Crawlspaces • Bulkheads

FREE ESTIMATES 
HIC #216492

(413) 279-9133
drynestllc.com 

Basement Waterproofing

Ferrara Consulting 
& Properties

Consulting all Matters 
of Real Estate

Art Ferrara

(413) 348-5827

Even though students use 
computers now, each school 
year, as part of their literacy 

project, the Wilbraham-Hampden 
Rotary Club, gives out Websters 
Dictionaries to every third grader 
in Wilbraham and Hampden.

On Wednesday, Nov. 19 club 
president Chris O’Connor and 
past president Ann Marie Otto-
son distributed 165 dictionaries 
to students at Stony Hill School. 
Then, they traveled to Hampden 
and gave out 34 dictionaries to 
Green Meadows School students 
there. O’Connor told the students, 
“We want to help you in furthering 
your education.”

One Stony Hill School student 
told O’Connor, “My grandmother 
has a big dictionary at home.” 
O’Connor replied, “Yes, and its 
all the same words as what we are 
giving you!”

For more information about 
the Rotary Club call Brad Sperry 
at 413-537-4171.

‘Dictionary Day’ for Third Graders…‘Dictionary Day’ for Third Graders…

Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary Club Past President Ann Marie Ottoson gives out Websters 
Dictionaries for students at Stony Hill School.

Hampden’s Green Meadows School students, taught by Mrs. Czach and Mrs. 
Shimansky, are glad to have a dictionary of their own.

Photos by Charlie Bennett

Mrs. O’Connor’s Class at Stony Hill School shows off their dictionaries gifted by the Rotary Club.

Rotary Club President Chris O’Connor makes sure each third grader 
receives a dictionary to call their own.

Commonwealth aware of the 
importance of librarians in a 
student’s daily life and liter-
acy. 

Oliveira explained that 
this bill, “will help school 
districts guide schools in im-
plementing the standards and 
also conduct a study that will 
be presented every three years 
on how well schools are meet-
ing those standards.” 

This bill calls for DESE 
(Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education) 
to produce a research study 
every three years on how 
schools in the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts are imple-
menting these standards and 
what effects it has on literacy 
rates. 

Trebbe described her ex-
perience testifying at the Mas-
sachusetts statehouse for this 
act. 

“The interesting thing is 
that I wasn’t nervous, and 
I usually get nervous.” Dr. 
Trebbe explained her passion 
for the action needing to be 
taken in the school libraries 
and the inequities they cur-
rently have. 

Trebbe shared this during 
her testimony.

“I’m not saying push li-
brarians forward…we know 
that’s hard but let’s get cre-
ative, let’s have a foundation, 
and a starting point,” Trebbe 
said. 

It’s important to note that 
this bill doesn’t cost anything 
and does not particularly ad-
dress any lack of librarians in 
schools throughout the state 
due to funding; only the mea-
surement of how well we can 
improve our current existing 
library programs to support 
students. This just begins the 
exposure of importance in 
having a certified librarian 

to guide students, building a 
foundation, and establishing 
what literacy equity could 
look like in the future of Mas-
sachusetts. 

Oliveira mentioned the 
history of library importance 
in Massachusetts.

“The first public library 
in the country, was right here 
in Massachusetts, first pub-
lic school was right here in 
Massachusetts,” Oliveira said. 
“Libraries have always been 
something that’s very import-
ant to me, not just because it’s 
important to have well educat-
ed citizenry and it’s essential 
to, I think, our democracy, but 
also that historical connection 
that it has with Massachu-
setts.” 

Oliveira also compared 
Massachusetts libraries to be-
ing a foundation of democra-
cy. 

“It’s based on people be-
ing engaged,” Oliveira said. 

“if people can’t read, they 
can’t be as engaged with their 
society…If they can’t think 
critically about decisions that 
are made by policy makers 
when they go to the ballot 
box, that has an impact on 
our democracy. Libraries are 
critical right now as centers of 
democracy.” 

He explains that our own 
inability to engage with our 
government destroys the 
framework of democracy, dis-
cussing that education of the 
youth should be the priority of 
the people. 

Trebbe also described the 
impact that our own Wilbra-
ham Middle School’s lack of 
licensed school library teach-
er has on its students.

“Coming from middle 
school with no librarian and 
no library, if they don’t have 
experience with a public li-
brary, some kids can actually 
go through Minnechaug never 

having a K through 12 expe-
rience with a licensed school 
library teacher,” Trebbe said. 

Another subject of discus-
sion during the hearing was 
the emphasis on librarians be-
ing educators, not just educat-
ed on checking out books. 

“DESE has placed impor-
tance on determining through 
data collection, student equi-
ty, when taught by an effec-
tive licensed Massachusetts 
educator,” Dr. Trebbe stated 
during her testimony. “Li-
censed school library teachers 
are educators.” 

Librarians and libraries 
themselves in the digital age 
can help students and young 
learners learn how to navigate 
and cut through the noise of 
algorithms, producing proper 
research skills and learning 
how to use the many resourc-
es that they might not know 
they have access to. Dr. Treb-
be described the importance 

of creativity and collaboration 
with other academic teachers 
when it comes to educating 
students in a library setting.

Bonnie McBride, a school 
library teacher in Boston, tes-
tified in the hearing as well 
along with one of her own 
students on their perspective 
of the importance of school 
libraries.  

“Librarians are teachers 
too…you’re not going to ask 
a volunteer to teach a physics 
class. You’re going to find a 
physics teacher,” McBride 
said.

This act, relative to school 
library standards, represents 
the potential of the future of 
reading, media, and infor-
mation literacy and equity 
in education throughout the 
Massachusetts Common-
wealth. Also, emphasizing the 
importance of the word teach-
er in the title, School Library 
Teacher. 

STANDARDS from page 1
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By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

LUDLOW – For nearly 
20 years, two people have an-
chored the sports department 
at Turley Publications.

When you think of sports 
in the Journal Register, Sen-
tinel News, Agawam Adver-
tiser, or Ware River News, 
you think of David Henry and 
Tim Peterson.

Both have been members 
of the Turley Sports staff for 
almost two decades, cover-
ing every sport offered by the 
Massachusetts Interscholas-
tic Athletic Association, and 
connecting with thousands 
of athletes over the course of 
their careers.

Their job has been to 
see that the deserving stu-
dent-athletes who work hard 
and achieve milestones, 
league titles, Western Mass. 
titles, and college success get 
recognized by their commu-
nities.

Last Friday night, it was 
their turn to be recognized for 
their dedicated work.

The Pioneer Valley Soccer 
Officials Association award-
ed Henry and Peterson with 
Letters of Commendation.

The PVSOA, which held 
its awards banquet at the Lud-
low Polish-American Club on 
Dec. 5, recognized the pair 
for their dedicated service of 
reporting and photographing 
boys and girls soccer, impact-
ing multiple communities 
throughout the region.

The PVSOA Awards 
Committee believed their 
longtime service at Turley 
Publications was deserving 
of the letters.

Peterson had a more con-
ventional background in 
sports journalism. He par-
ticipated in his high school 
newspaper at Oxford High 
School and went on to work 

at the Southbridge Evening 
News. 

In 2007, he transitioned to 
being a freelance writer for 
Turley Publications. At first, 
Peterson had an established 
rapport in the Palmer-Mon-
son and Ludlow-Belchertown 
areas. But in recent years, 
readers can find Peterson in 
almost any one of the towns 
in Turley’s 11-newspaper, 17-
high school coverage zone.

“I really enjoy it,” Peter-
son said. “I just love cover-
ing sports and I really enjoy 
watching high school soccer.”

Peterson also named base-
ball as one of his favorite 
sports to cover. Peterson, es-
pecially over the past several 
years, has had no shortage of 
exciting competition to cov-
er. He’s been at most major 
championship games in Tur-
ley’s coverage area, and even 
enjoys traveling around the 
state to schools he has never 
been to thanks to the state’s 
new tournament format.

Peterson was not even 
taking much of a break at the 
PVSOA banquet, forgoing 
receiving too much recogni-
tion, and focusing his atten-
tion on the award winners at 
the event (see related stories).

Henry did not have a typi-
cal path to becoming Turley’s 
longstanding sports photog-
rapher since 2006.

He had a more than 
30-years career in the mili-
tary in the United States Air 
Force. He spent many of his 
years working as a mechanic 
at Westover Air Reserve Base 
right in his hometown of Chi-
copee.

But he also spent some of 
his time overseas during his 
early days in the military.

“I bought my first SLR 
while I was in Thailand,” 
Henry said. He was looking 
to capture moments from his 
tours in foreign places and 

Submitted photo

Turley Publications Sports writer Tim Peterson and 
photographer David Henry were recognized last Friday night 
at the Pioneer Valley Soccer Officials Association. The are 
pictured with PVSOA member Joe Santos.

Turley’s Dave Henry, Tim Peterson 
recognized for work by PVSOA

Falcons 
preseason 
underway

WILBRAHAM – It’s a 
very short window from 
the start of the winter 
preseason to game ac-
tion. Minnechaug girls 
basketball is hard at 
practice getting ready 
for the start of the 2025-
2026 season. The Falcons 
will have their first game 
on Friday, Dec. 12 at 6:30 
p.m. The Falcons will host 
Westfield High School.

The coaches give some instruction to the players.

Lyric Nelson practices her 
jump shot.

Zahara Kibodya-Wilson 
drives toward the hoop.

Ava Manning 
charges down 
the court.

Kelly Cronin shoots.

Abby 
Stachowicz 
looks for 
the hoop.

Turley photos by 
David Henry

 www.sweetdogphotos.com

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

LUDLOW – There are 
multiple soccer officials asso-
ciations throughout the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, 
all which are responsible for 
the recruiting, training, as-
signing, and evaluating of 
soccer referees that do high 
school games, as well as 
some youth leagues.

The Pioneers Valley Soc-
cer Officials Association is 
the only organization is that 
is still doing awards ban-
quets, recognizing athletes, 
its members for longtime ser-
vice, and contributors to the 

soccer community.
Last Friday night at the 

Ludlow Polish American 
Club, the 
79th iteration 
of the awards 
banquet was 
held and the 
same positive 
vibe could 
be felt in 
the room as 
the PVSOA 
gave out their 
sportsmanship 
awards, most 
valuable players, 
and other miscella-
neous awards for service, 
contributions and dedication 

to the soccer community at 
large.

James Duggan, who was 
the master of 
ceremonies at 
last Friday’s 
banquet, said 
he thinks its 
amazing that 
the PVSOA 
is still going 
strong with 
its banquet.

“You are 
all a part of 

history,” Dug-
gan told the award 

winners. “Our pro-
gram gets bigger every year 

as we have the entire history 

of our awards in that pro-
gram.”

Chief among the recog-
nized people at the banquet 
are the sportsmanship awards. 
Coaches like Eric Degnan of 
Monson girls soccer and Tom 
Rivet of Chicopee boys soc-
cer, both of whom were pres-
ent at this year’s awards cer-
emony for other recognition, 
often said the sportsmanship 
awards for their teams were 
huge honors.

Degnan, who recent-
ly retired from coaching, 
said making sure his teams 
showed exemplary sports-
manship was even more im-
portant than winning league 

titles, and multiple section-
al and state championships. 
Degnan has received nine 
sportsmanship awards from 
the PVSOA, all with Monson.

Rivet has three from the 
group. Two came with Chi-
copee boys soccer and one 
with East Longmeadow.

Outgoing President David 
DelBuono, who received an 
award, emphasized the im-
portance of holding the annu-
al event.

He said he appreciated the 
hard work of all the officials 
who continue to work hard 
for the student-athletes on the 
playing field.

The event was attended 

by family and friends of the 
awardees along with several 
recognizable faces who have 
served as officials for many 
years.

Duggan said he is looking 
forward to having everyone 
back next years for the 80th 
years of the awards. The ban-
quet was established in 1946.

The PVSOA recognizes 
individuals with the Jimmie 
Downie and Larry E. Briggs 
Awards as well as plaques 
given to referees who had 
achieved milestone years of 
service..

Pioneer Valley Soccer Officials Association hold 79th awards banquet

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Reid Savoie receives a service award from David DelBuono.
Joe Santos was the Downie Award winner this year. He stands 
with James Duggan.

David DelBuono, the outgoing PVSOA President, was inducted 
into the Massachusetts Interscholastic Soccer Officials 
Association. He was recognized at the PVSOA banquet for that 
accomplishment by James Duggan.

Please see RECOGNIZED, 
page 12
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WILBRAHAM – Min-
nechaug Regional High 
School recently named the 
first term honor roll for the 
2025-2026 school year.

Grade P8 Honors: Abbi-
gail Cadieux, Martin Garcia, 
Jada Haqq, Brian Ingman, 
Rieland Kearney, Adeline 
Look, George Nutting, Lyla 
Raymond 

Grade P8 High Honors: 
Nicholas Kennedy, Madeline 
Lee, Jessica Soukup 

Grade 9 Honors: Goudy 
Abuata, Teddy Acquah, Za-
karia Ardolino, Emerson At-
kin, Margaret Babbs, Evan 
Barcome, Olivia Barnett, Ja-
mie Barton-Cimino, Joshua 
Branham, Eva Breau, Nich-
olas Bretta, Thomas Brogle, 
Bailey Burgmyer, Nolan 
Burke, Sadie Campbell, Jose 
Carrasquillo, A’laynah Cart-
wright, Charlotte Castellano, 
Emilia Colondres, Jamison 
Cooper, Nolan Costello, 
Ava Cowles, Ryan Criscitel-

li, Brynn DeForest, Nathan 
Demetri, Amelia DePace, 
Lacey Desjardins, Johnathan 
Dinh, Keeley Doyle, Liam 
Doyle, Christopher Duby, 
Cooper Dworsky, Dina Fer-
rentino, Charlotte Fitzgerald, 
Jack Ford, Austin Fortune, 
Kathryn Fulton, Eva Gagliar-
ducci, James Gallagher, Avi-
ana Gomez, Olivia Goodale, 
Olivia Goodrow, Nicole 
Grabowski, Carolin Grzebi-
eniowski, Lily Guo, Teaghan 
Haluch, Kaleigh Harper, Ben-
jamin Harpin, Max Harrigan, 
Victoria Harris, Syed Hash-
mi, Andriea Holder, Kate 
Holt, Tyler Hoskinson, Emily 
Huynh, Alexandra Jaslanek, 
Elizabeth Jourdain, William 
Kern, Kaitlyn Labadorf, 
Stephanie Labadorf, Aubrey 
Lafield, Sophie Laliberte, 
Willis Lam, Daniel Lareau, 
Griffin Litchfield, Isabella 
Loubier, Ashley Manning, 
Rihlan McCarthy, Summer 
McInnes, Joy Mendonca, Em-
ily Meunier, Gavin Meunier, 
Logan Middleton, Michael 

Murray, Cohen Nelson, Evan 
Niemi, Brielle Nieves, Dillon 
Noonan, Ethan Nunlist, Ava 
O’Connor, Sarah O’Connor, 
Brayden Pacifico, Jack Para-
statidis, Olivia Parent, Ava 
Pelloso, Owen Piquette, Me-
gan Pronovost, Calvin Quin-
tana, Lara Riberdy, Camden 
Rodrigues, Colton Rogers, 
Cypress Rosencranse, Anne-
lyse Roszko, Quintis Savi-
engvong, Madison Schmied-
ing, Emmett Shattuck, Liam 
Shattuck, Kayla Smith, 
Abigail Stachowicz, Kyle 
Stebbins, Peyton Sullivan, 
Liam Sutherland, Sean Till-
berry, Addison Trosky, Jo-
seph Twarog-DeJura, Grace 
Tzoumas, Ryenne Vedovelli, 
Mason Waskiewicz, Caitlyn 
Wetherbe, Shannon Wiete-
cha, Mia Yvon, Jacob Zanetti

Grade 9 High Honors: 
Alison Aucoin, Sireen Awkal, 
Ariana Balwa, Charlotte 
Beaulieu, Lauren Beaulieu, 
Jason Cao, Nolan Carney, 
Juliana Coffey, Emilia Con-
nors, Carly Coughlin, Oliver 

Cunha, Madelyn D’Amore, 
Kayla Dooley, Sadie Dos San-
tos, Owen Downey, Samantha 
Engel, Grace Falzone, Ava 
Germain, Alyse Goldrick, Ju-
dah Gunn, Tegan Haluch, Ted 
Holt, Isabel Horne, Jackson 
Hulseberg, Collin Kennedy, 
Jillian Lajeunesse, Johanna 
Lewis, Owen Lucarelle, Lou-
is Morin, Madeleine O’Sul-
livan, Logan Richard, Sierra 
Rocha, Jackson Rust, Adrielle 
Sheridan, Ian Stratton, Stepan 
Syrota, Carolena Tangredi, 
Nathaniel Tirabassi, Maya 
Usher, Annelise Waldron 

Grade 10 Honors: Jew-
elyanie Andino, Peter Apple-
by, Tommy Appleby, Rama 
Awkal, Ant’Gilee Ayala, 
Kayden Bain-Purdy, Cole 
Balog, Mia Balog, Aidan 
Bean, Bryce Beckel, An-
drew Boilard, Maxim Bruno, 
Braxton Burzenski, Nicho-
las Capen, Annalecia Car-
lo, Maximus Cayo, Thomas 
Chitiva Ortiz, Gavyn Clark, 
Irelyn Coffey, Joseph Comes, 

Fabiano Costa, Anna Dennis, 
Kaelyn Dionne, Ryan Dono-
van, Ava Eggsware, Caroline 
Euber, Maxwell Fergus, Lu-
cas Ferreira, Ella Ferrentino, 
Chase Folli, Devon Forten-
berry, Colin Foulis, Gavin 
French, Gianna Fusco, Olivia 
Gates, Brennan Gliesman, 
Eliza Gloss, Gavin Goldrick, 
Mallory Grono, Madison 
Guertin, Kevi Harvey-Wain-
wright, Danika Haygood, 
Daniel Heinold, Parker Hoey, 
Brielle Hunter, Releana Jack-
son, Drew Jennings, June 
Keeler, Declan Kelly, Ryan 
Kinsman, Darius Koch, Isa-
bella Kupis, Brayden Lane, 
William Lapalm, Landon 
Laskiewicz, Cameron Lowe, 
Yman Ly, Vivien Martin, 
Isadora Maurice, Ashley 
McDonald, Ellie McRobbie, 
Juliana Mooney, Ryan Mul-
len, Jayshawn Nomishan, 
Nicholas Nordstrom, Liam 
O’Brien, Sophia O’Connor, 
Patrick O’Toole, Kirk Pago-
aga, Joshua Pardave, Made-
line Pastore, Ella Peabody, 

Ava Peck, Averie Picard, 
Kendall Placzek, Alexis Pow-
ers, Noah Ramos, Domenic 
Roach, Khalil Roc, Caden 
Russ, Marcus Scarfe, Riley 
Senecal, Zachary Senecal, 
Alysandra Serju, Tanvi Shar-
ma, Gabriel Solowinski, Mya 
Suarez, Michael Sullivan, 
Julius-Joseph Sutton, Elliot 
Sylvester, Jillian True, James 
Wadzinski, Juliana Washing-
ton, Calvin Webster, Sophie 
Weisser, Joseph Woytowicz 

Grade 10 High Honors: 
Owen Antaya, Taylor Bar-
tosz, Seth Beebe, Bartosz 
Checiek, Nathaniel David, 
Emmett Fitzpatrick, Nora 
Fletcher, Emmy Foisy, Mario 
Garcia, Nicholas Gencarelli, 
Ashley Griguoli, Demetrius 
Holmes, Emilia Imbriglio, 
Kelsey Jennings, Brooke 
Johnson, Ashlyn Landry, 
Hannah Learned, Peyton Lee, 
Savannah Lee, Adriana Lo-
pez, Jacob Luttrell, Dominic 

Minnechaug Regional High School First Term Honor Roll

Please see HONOR ROLL, 
page 15

began taking pictures.
He eventually built his 

own dark room at his home. 
But he did not do too much 
more with photography until 
digital became more preva-
lent and he was encouraged 
to apply to the Chicopee Reg-
ister following his retirement 
from the military in 2006.

He was put in contact 
with then-sports Editor Lou 
Zoldy, and has been a fixture 
with Turley Sports ever since. 
Additionally, over the years, 
his non-sports photo spreads 
have also been a huge support 
for Turley’s mission of cap-
turing the big events in the 
communities. Among other 
things, he has covered the St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade in Holy-
oke for many years, and has 
done many photo spreads in 
Agawam, Holyoke, and Chi-
copee in recent years.

In accepting their letters of 

commendation, both thanked 
the PVSOA for recognizing 
their work. Henry recognized 
the student-athletes and their 
accomplishments as what has 
found him the most enjoy-
ment in the work he has done 
for the past 20 years.

Turley Sports is dedicated 
to the coverage of high school 
sports with a boots-on-the-
ground type of approach, 
attending as many events as 
possible with photo or story 
coverage. Both Henry and 
Peterson’s loyalty to Turley 
and to the student-athletes in 
the region personify the ap-
proach and the pursuit of that 
mission.

Peterson was just the third 
writer to be recognized by the 
PVSOA while Henry became 
the first photographer to re-
ceive a letter of commenda-
tion from the organization. 
The PVSOA has been award-
ing letters of commendation 
since 1979.

SCHOOL

RECOGNIZED 
from page 11
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R E A D I N G , 
PA — The Worcester Railers 
HC  (9-9-1-1, 20 pts)  fell to 
the Reading Royals (10-9-2-
0, 22 pts) on Saturday, De-
cember 6th, with a final score 
of 4-5 in front of a crowd of 
3,494 at the Santander Arena. 
The Railers are back in action 
on Wednesday night agains 
the Adirondack Thunder at 
will take on the Royals again 
on home ice on January 14th 
at 7:05 p.m. EST.

Reading struck first with 
an early goal, scored by Mas-
simo Rizzo (1-2-3), assisted 
by Nolan Burke (1-1-2) and 
Carter Berger (0-2-2) at 4:09 
in the first. The Royals ex-
tended their scoring streak to 
two goals, the second added 
by Jeremy Michel (1-0-1), 
assisted by Rizzo and Ben 
Meehan (0-1-1) at 15:45 in 
the first (0-2). Worcester an-
swered with a power play tally 
of their own at 17:46, scored 
by Gleb Veremyev (1-0-1), 
assisted by Anthony Callin 
(0-1-1) and Drew Callin (0-1-
1) (1-2). Reading bookended 
the first period with their third 
goal of the night from Burke, 
assisted by Rizzo and Berger 

at 19:24. Reading grabbed the 
only goal in the second peri-
od, a tipped shot from Robbie 
Stucker (0-1-1), redirected 
by Nick Capone (1-0-1), also 
assisted by Artem Kulakov 
(0-1-1) at 7:46. A final Read-
ing goal was scored by Kyle 
Haskins (1-0-1) at 2:54 in the 
third. Worcester answered the 
Royals’ fifth goal with three 
goals in the second half of 
the period. The first by Matt 
DeMelis (1-1-2) (2-5), the 
second by Anthony Repaci 
(1-1-2) (3-5), and the third 
by Lincoln Hatten (1-1-2) 
(4-5). The clock ran out just 
as Worcester pushed for their 
goal to tie the game and force 
overtime, but the game ended 
in a 5-4 Royals’ victory. 

Reading opened the game 
with an early lead at 4:09. 
Royal’s forward Massimo 
Rizzo (4th) tucked the puck 
in between the pipe and left 
skate of Parker Gahagen (0-
1). Reading stretched their 
lead to two goals with a score 
from Jeremy Michel (1st) 
at 15:45 (0-2). A chance for 
the Railers to narrow the gap 
came late in the period as they 
went on their third power play 

of the night, which opened 
the ice for Anthony Callin to 
feed a pass from behind the 
net to Gleb Veremyev (2nd) 
for Worcester’s first goal at 
17:46 (1-2). T.J. Walsh head-
ed to the box shortly after the 
tally for holding, which put 
Reading on their first pow-
er play of the night. Nolan 
Burke (3rd) nabbed a goal for 
the Royals 28 seconds into 
Walsh’s penalty to re-estab-
lish their two-goal lead. Shots 
on goal were 12-16 in favor 
of Reading. 

The Royals’ fourth goal 
of the night came just over a 
third of the way through the 
second period from forward 
Nick Capone (2nd). Worces-
ter played the period on the 
defensive and found them-
selves down a man on two 
separate occasions. Neither 
penalty resulted in a Royals 
goal, but Capone’s scored 
soon after the clock ran out on 
Riley Ginnell’s time served 
for high-sticking. Worces-
ter was kept off of the board 
in the second which left the 
score at 4-1 Reading to close 
the second. Worcester trailed 
in shots on goal with nine to 

Reading’s 12. Reading was 
assessed one penalty served 
by Ben Meehan. 

As play resumed in the 
third, Worcester worked to 
cut into the Royals three-
goal lead, turned four as Kyle 
Haskins (5th) added anoth-
er to Reading’s tally for the 
evening at 2:54. Worcester 
opened the floodgates on 
Reading’s net and scored 
three times in the second half 
of the period. Matt DeMelis 
scored an even strength goal 
at the 12:41 mark to make it 
a three-goal game. Worcester 
then called its timeout and 
pulled goaltender Thomas 
Gale to give the team an extra 
attacker. Repaci (6th) (3-5), 
and Hatten (8th) (4-5) each 
added their own goals with 
the extra-attacker on to get 
back to within one. Despite 
their offensive push across 
the final 2:30 of the third, 
Worcester fell short by one 
as the final horn sounded. 
The final score was 5-4 Read-
ing. Final shots were 41-35 
Worcester, and final penalties 
were six for the Royals and 
three for the Railers. 

Railers comeback falls short

PROVIDENCE, R.I. - 
The Springfield Thunder-
birds (6-11-3-2) rode an 
otherworldly performance 
from their goalie to a 3-1 
win over the Providence 
Bruins (17-5-0-0) on Sun-
day inside Amica Mutual 
Pavilion. 

Vadim Zherenko had 
the busiest first period of 
anybody in the building, as 
the T-Birds goaltender was 
subjected to 15 attempts in 
a furious first-period push 
by the Bruins. Zherenko 
stood his ground, relenting 
only a power-play one-tim-
er to Georgii Merkulov.

However, before 
Merkulov broke through, 
the T-Birds used their first 
shot on net of the day to get 
a fortuitous bounce and a 
1-0 lead as Matthew Peca 
threw a puck off the legs of 
Hunter Skinner and through 
Michael DiPietro at 6:20 of 
the first period.

Providence wound up 
outshooting Springfield by 
a 15-2 margin in the open-
ing frame, but the T-Birds 
responded with a great 
start to the second, as Chris 
Wagner found open space 
in the low slot and wired a 
perfect wrist shot over Di-
Pietro’s glove at 2:04, off a 

great find from Nikita Su-
suev. 

The T-Birds played a 
much more balanced sec-
ond period, limiting Provi-
dence’s high-danger chanc-
es and allowing Zherenko 
clear sight lines to deny 
all 11 Bruins shots that did 
reach the net. 

The pressure only inten-
sified in the final 20 min-
utes for Zherenko, as the 
Providence attack emptied 
the tank on the Springfield 
goal mouth with 20 shots 
on net in the final period, 
but “Big Z” had responses 
every single time, includ-
ing a highlight-reel denial 
of Christian Wolanin on a 
one-timer from the right-
wing circle in the closing 
minutes. 

Sam Stange eventually 
gave the T-Birds a breath 
with an empty-netter with 
less than 30 seconds to play 
to usher the visitors to a 
victory. Zherenko complet-
ed his masterpiece with 45 
stops.

The T-Birds are back 
on the ice next Saturday, 
Dec. 13, as they pay a vis-
it to Utica to take on the 
Comets; puck drop is set 
for 7:00 p.m. at Adirondack 
Bank Center.

T-Birds get big win over 
Providence Bruins

WILBRAHAM - Ready 
to experience some “Holi-
day Magic at the Movies”? 
Join the Old Post Road Or-
chestra in two performanc-
es that will highlight old 
movie classics such as “The 
Miracle on 34th Street” as 
well as more recent movies 
such as “Frozen” and “The 
Polar Express”.

The second performance 
is Sunday, Dec. 14 at 2 
p.m., Mary Mother of Hope 

Church, 840 Page Blvd., 
Springfield (sponsored in 
part by RMG Wealth Man-
agement Group and a grant 
from the Spfld Cultural 
Council, a local agency, 
supported by the MA Cul-
tural Council, a state agen-
cy).

All performances are 
free and family-friendly. 

Please join OPRO for 
these wonderful holiday tra-
ditions!

OPRO holding ‘Holiday Magic 
at the Movies’ concerts

WILBRAHAM - Rick’s 
Place, a nonprofit providing 
free grief support programs 
for children, teens, and their 
caregivers, has been select-
ed for a special community 
donation by Community 
Bank, N.A. as the bank pre-
pares to open its new branch 
on Boston Road in Spring-
field in early December.

During the branch’s soft-
launch period, Community 
Bank will donate $25 for 
every new account or loan 
opened, with a guaranteed 
minimum gift of $2,500 
to Rick’s Place. Commu-
nity Bank representatives 
shared that Rick’s Place 
was chosen because of the 
organization’s mission and 
its long-standing service to 
local families.

Rick’s Place offers peer-
based grief support groups 
for youth ages 5-18 and 

their caregivers, training 
for schools and communi-
ty partners, and resources 
that help families navigate 
life after a significant loss. 
All programs for youth and 
caregivers are provided at 
no cost.

“We’re incredibly grate-
ful for Community Bank’s 
support and for their recog-
nition of how essential grief 
support is for families in our 
region,” said Executive Di-
rector, Therese Ross. “This 
partnership helps us contin-
ue to provide a welcoming 
and inclusive space where 
kids and caregivers can con-
nect with others who under-
stand what they’re going 
through.”

The new Boston Road 
branch is expected to open 
to the public in early De-
cember.

Rick’s Place selected for 
Community Bank donation

HAMPDEN - The Fed-
erated Community Church 
of Hampden, MA, is host-
ing a free Candlelight 
Christmas Concert that is 
open to all. 

The concert will be 
held on Dec. 18 at 7 p.m. 
at the church, located at 
590 Main Street. The con-

cert will feature a variety 
of musical talents perform-
ing songs of the season in a 
candlelit venue at this beau-
tiful and historic New En-
gland church. Come relax, 
unwind, and celebrate the 
season and your Christmas 
spirit with “A Little Taste of 
Christmas”!

Candlelight Concert Dec. 18

WILBRAHAM – Sign-
ups are currently open for 
the Free Throw Competition 
on January 3, 2026 at the St. 
Cecilia Parish Center.

The event takes place 
from 10 a.m. to Noon and is 
hosted by the Knights of Co-

lumbus 10195. On-site regis-
trations also welcome.

The event is open for boys 
and girls ages 9 to 14 years 
old.

To learn more, contact 
Jared Demetri at 413-279-
1023.

Free Throw Competition 
sign ups now open

WILBRAHAM– Need 
more space to wrap gifts, 
or want some privacy away 
from prying eyes? Wrap 
your gifts at the Wilbraham 
Public Library! 

The library will provide 
scissors, tape, wrapping pa-
per, and basic ribbon and 

tags, along with plenty of 
room for you to work. Avail-
able during select afternoons 
in December, while supplies 
last. For information about 
upcoming dates, contact the 
library at 413-596-6141, 
or visit www.wilbrahamli-
brary.org.

Free DIY Gift Wrapping 
Station at WPL
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WILBRAHAM – St. Ce-
cilia Parish, 42 Main St., here, 
will present its popular Festi-
val of Carols on Sunday, Dec. 
14 at 4 p.m. in the church. The 
snow date is Sunday, Dec. 21 
at 4 p.m. The concert is free 
but a free will offering will be 
accepted to help support the 
parish’s music ministry.

The annual holiday con-
cert, which often fills the 
700-seat church, will feature 
the St. Cecilia Parish Adult 
and Youth Choirs as well as 
professional musicians who 
provide percussion, flute, sax-
ophone, clarinet, and trumpet. 
Parish music director Todd 
Rovelli will accompany the 
choirs on piano and organ. 

Among those attending 
the concert will be St. Cecilia 
parishioner Moira Fitzgerld, 
who said, “It’s been a family 
tradition for us for at least the 
past ten years. The holidays 
are a busy time, and the fes-
tival gives us a beautiful op-
portunity to take a break and 
remember the true meaning 
of the season. I also think the 
selection of songs is always 
great and, of course, the sing-
ing is excellent!”

This year’s program will 
invite audience members to 
take a rest from the rush and 
busyness of the season and 
spend some time in the mu-
sical realms of 17th-century 
liturgical music; traditional 
and contemporary Christmas 
carols; and some jazzy, joy-
ous interpretations of familiar 
songs, including “We Three 

Kings” and “Go Tell It on the 
Mountain.” 

The youth choir, directed 
by parishioner Carolee Mc-
Grath, will be featured in the 
performances of the 18th-cen-
tury carol, “O Come Little 
Children,” and “Believe,” a 
song from the soundtrack of 
the animated film, “The Polar 
Express.”

The concert also includes 
several congregational carols, 
allowing audience members 
to sing along with the choirs.

Rovelli said he strives to 
create a program that will 
represent the varied genres of 
holiday music and uplift the 
spirits of listeners.

“A successful program 
should include a variety of 
different musical styles, so 

there really is something for 
everyone,” he said.  “Add to 
that several beloved Christ-
mas hymns and some unique 
arrangements, and you have 
the ingredients for a concert 
sure to inspire the audience.”

Among the new music in 
the concert this year will be 
a unique “Ave Maria,” that 
Rovelli describes as “a less 
well-known version with a 
hauntingly beautiful melody 
by Baroque composer Giulio 
Caccini”; and an ethereal ver-
sion of “In the Bleak Midwin-
ter,” arranged by Dan Forrest. 

And returning to the lineup 
is an audience favorite: Mark 
Lowry and Buddy Greene’s 
modern carol “Mary Did You 
Know?” with choral arrange-
ment by Jack Schrader. 

Bobbi Grant expressed 
gratitude to everyone who 
donated goods for the fund-
raiser.

“We’ve had a lot of great 
donations from a lot of won-
derful people. That’s what 
makes it,” Grant said. “Lot of 
people, they’re so generous 
with their stuff.”

Grant said there’s a va-
riety of treasures for shop-
pers to check out as they do 
their Christmas shopping this 
month and she herself has 
partaken in a gift or two.

“I was the first customer. 
I bought a stocking, a little 
Christmas stocking that says, 
‘Cats love Christmas too.’ It 
was only two bucks! So, I was 
the first sale,” Grant said. 

One item of note is a 
painting by John Richard 
Perry, the fifth in a series of 
paintings depicting the con-
struction of the Nubble Light-
house and its dwelling. 

Grant explained Perry fre-
quented the beach and went 
up there to paint and she has 
visited the area herself. 

“I’m a frequenter of York 
Beach, Maine. My husband 
and I used to go up two or 
three times a year, my kids 
used to grow up on the beach 
up there. The Nubble Light is 
one of the attractions where 
we used to wait until the tide 
went out and we would hop 
on the rocks and walk all the 
way around up to the Nubble 
on the rocks and the four kids 
had a ball doing it. We had a 
good time,” Grant said.

On the gnomes, Grant said 
someone donated a banana 
box full of them.

“We have another gal who 
does the Diamond Dot and 
she happened to have some 
diamond dot hangers, so she 
donated those,” Grant said. “I 
sent a picture to my son of all 
the gnomes and he said, ‘Oh, 
I want the patriotic gnome,’ 
which, of course, is the red, 
white and blue, because he 
loves them too. He thought 

they were cute, so I think I 
might grab that one and get 
him that for Christmas.”

The jewelry spread, also, 
is back, with a variety of 
necklaces, bracelets, earrings 
and more.

“Rather than put price 
tags on everything, we made 
it easy this year. We just made 
the sign with all the prices on 
it,” Grant said. “Everything 
seems to be moving pretty 
steady.”

On what she enjoys about 
doing the fundraiser every 
year, Grant shared she enjoys 
the people she meets.

“I get to talk to a lot of 
people, especially when 
they’re donating things. We 
talk about what they’re donat-
ing and the folks are saying, 

‘My mother made this,’ or 
‘I’ve had a lot of these there 
and I don’t have the room for 
them anymore, so I thought 
I’d share with you.’ I love it, 
it’s really nice,” Grant said.

Grant also enjoys support-
ing the senior center through 
the fundraiser. 

“It’s rewarding because 
I know it’s going to a good 
cause, helping out the senior 
center,” Grant said.

Grant thanked the com-
munity for supporting the 
fundraiser, including donat-
ing to it.

“Thank you, thank you, 
thank you. It’s been great,” 
Grant said. “That’s what 
keeps it going—the dona-
tions—because we don’t 
go out and buy stuff and try 

and sell it again. The dona-
tions are what really makes 
it worthwhile. When you see 
all the stuff that comes in and 
the stories that go along with 
a lot of the items. It’s very en-
joyable.”

She also encouraged them 
to stop by and shop.

“It is a fundraiser and we 
just want everybody to come 
and shop till they drop!” 
Grant said. “Thank them for 
their help in supporting the 
senior center.”

SHOP TILL YOU DROP 
from page 1

Shoppers check out the clothing rack for some great deals. 

Among the unique finds is this oven squirrel which helps when 
you’re cooking something in your oven.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

This Holiday Teddy costs $6.

The display of jewelry in a variety of colors and styles.

A variety of Christmas-themed pieces are also available at the 
Shop Till You Drop Fundraiser for purchase.

The gnomes 
on display 
alongside some 
diamond art 
pieces. 

St. Cecilia Parish to present annual Festival of Carols on Dec. 14

St. Cecilia Adult Choir members (left to right) Linda Pabich, 
Sheila Bolduc, and Elaine Saloio-Szlosek sing during a recent 
Mass. The parish will present its annual Festival Carols on 
Dec. 14 at 4 p.m.

Members of the St. Cecilia Adult Choir sing during a recent Mass at the Wilbraham church. The 
parish will present its annual Festival Carols on Dec. 14 at 4 p.m.

Members of the St. Cecilia Youth Choir pose after a recent Mass at the Wilbraham church. The 
young singers will be featured in the parish’s annual Festival of Carols on Sunday, Dec. 14.

WILBRAHAM - The 
Wilbraham Men’s Glee 
Club (TTBB), accompa-
nied by Marcia Jackson and 
conducted by Raymond 
Drury, will begin rehearsals 
for the 2026 concert season 
on Monday evening, Jan. 5 , 
at Christ The King/Epipha-

ny Church on Main Street in  
Wilbraham at 7 p.m. 

Rehearsals will continue 
each Monday thereafter and 
culminate with two concerts 
in the spring, one in Wilbra-
ham and one in Longmead-
ow.

Drury has chosen an 

eclectic and compelling pro-
gram, consisting of classical 
pieces,  contemporary works, 
folk songs, pop tunes with a 
few surprises along the way. 
While no auditions are re-
quired, singers should be 
able to sing a tenor, baritone  
bass part independently and 

comfortably within the con-
text of traditional 2, 3 and 4 
part choral music. A modest 
fee will be imposed to cover 
the cost of sheet music. 

For more information, 
please visit us at Wilbraham 
Choral Society on Facebook. 
Hope to see you there.

Wilbraham Men’s Glee Club to begin rehearsals
HAMPDEN – The library, 

originally scheduled to reopen 
at its new location, has been 
pushed back to Wednesday, 
Dec. 10.

On Dec. 10: Open at the 
new Town Hall at 85 Wilbra-
ham Rd. Wednesday, 10 a.m. 

to 5 p.m., Thursday 1 to 8 
p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Will have regular Mon-
day hours the following week. 

Santa and Mrs. Claus will 
also be at the new library loca-
tion on Saturday Dec. 13 from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

HPL to reopen Dec. 10
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
DRYFIREWOOD Oak/maple, cu/split/
delivered, $300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more. 

Edwin Wroblewski Logging,
 413-824-0731. 

Buying standing timber, 
paying good money.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00

Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for

 outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 

New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

SWIFT RIVER SUPPLY 

We buy guns. 
Federal and state license. 

413-658-5690.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. T

ext/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413) 206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit 
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, 
exterior painting and wallpapering. 

Also minor carpentry. 
413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Service.  
Wilbraham residential only  Call or Text 
now. Limited space available. 413-519-
5439

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

NEIGHBORLY CLEANING & CARE is 
looking for mature, responsible adults with 
own transportation, experience and refer-
ences for a housekeeping position. Hours 
7:30- 2:30. Call Nancy today (413)267-
4297 or (413) 544-0864.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD 
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling 
brook, l-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths, 
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very 
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental 
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147
A&M TUNE-UPS

Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 

Work done at your home.
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

(413) 687-5552

TUNE-UPS

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Classified Advertising
DEADLINE

MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393
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PUBLIC NOTICES
WILBRAHAM 

BOARD OF APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING

The Wilbraham Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a Public 
Hearing on Thursday, Decem-
ber 18, 2025 at 5:30 PM on the 
application of Jackie Sarkis for a 
special permit (ZBA25-11) under 
section 3.4.5.4 of the Wilbraham 
Zoning By to allow the opera-
tion of a consignment boutique 
on property owned by JS & GS 
Realty, LLC located at 5 Burt 
Lane as further specified in the 
application on file in the Plan-
ning Office and posted for pub-
lic viewing on the Zoning Board 
of Appeals page of the Town of 
Wilbraham website at www.
wilbraham-ma.gov/135/Zoning-
Board-of-Appeals.

Both in person and virtual 
participation are available. To 
participate virtually go to https://
meet.goto.com/805666637 or 
call 877-309-2073 (Access 
Code: 805-666-637).

Edward Kivari Jr., Chair 
12/04, 12/11/2025

WILBRAHAM 
BOARD OF APPEALS

PUBLIC HEARING
The Wilbraham Zoning Board 

of Appeals will hold a Public 
Hearing on Thursday, De-
cember 18, 2025 at 5:45 PM 
on the application of Michelle 
Stallworth and Alexa Burke for 
a special permit (ZBA25-12) 
under section 3.4.5.3 of the Wil-
braham Zoning By to allow the 
operation of a pottery studio on 
property owned by 6 Burt Lane, 
LLC located at 6 Burt Lane, Unit 
#103 as further specified in the 
application on file in the Plan-
ning Office and posted for pub-
lic viewing on the Zoning Board 
of Appeals page of the Town of 
Wilbraham website at www.
wilbraham-ma.gov/135/Zoning-

Board-of-Appeals.
Both in person and virtual 

participation are available. To 
participate virtually go to https://
meet.goto.com/805666637 or 
call 877-309-2073 (Access 
Code: 805-666-637).

Edward Kivari Jr., Chair 
12/04, 12/11/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103  
Docket No. 

HD25P2535GD 
In the interests of 

Lailah Elizabeth Oski
of Wilbraham, MA 

Minor
NOTICE AND ORDER: 
Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor

NOTICE TO ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES
1. Hearing Date/Time : 

A hearing on a Petition for 
Appointment of Guardian of a 
Minor filed on 12/05/2025 by 
Lisa E Oski of Wilbraham, MA 
will be held 01/05/2026 08:30 
AM Guardianship of Minor 
Hearing. Located: Hampden 
Probate & Family Court, 
50 State Street,  4th FL, 
Springfield, MA 01103.

2. Response to Petition: You 
may respond by filing a written 
response to the Petition or by 
appearing in person at the hear-
ing. If you choose to file a writ-
ten response, you need to:

File the original with the 
Court; and

Mail a copy to all interested 
parties at least five (5) business 
days before the hearing.

3. Counsel for the Minor: 
The minor (or an adult on behalf 

of the minor) has the right to 
request that counsel be appoint-
ed for the minor.

4. Counsel for Parents: If 
you are a parent of the minor 
child who is the subject of this 
proceeding you have a right to 
be represented by an attorney. If 
you want an attorney and cannot 
afford to pay for one and if you 
give proof that you are indigent, 
an attorney will be assigned to 
you. Your request for an attor-
ney should be made immediately 
by filling out the Application of 
Appointment of Counsel form. 
Submit the application form in 
person or by mail at the court 
location where your case is 
going to be heard.

5. Presence of the Minor at 
Hearing: A minor over age 14 
has the right to be present at any 
hearing, unless the Court finds 
that it is not in the minor’s best 
interests.
Date: December 5, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

12/11/2025

EARLY DEADLINESEARLY DEADLINES
FOR ADS & LEGAL NOTICES

Christmas will bring early deadlines for all ads & legal notices to run in 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS the week of December 22-26, 2025:

Wednesday, December 17 at 2 PM for December 25 issue
• Country Journal • The Register • Wilbraham-Hampden Times 
Thursday, December 18 at 2 PM for December 25 Issue

• Agawam Advertiser News
• Sentinel • Quaboag Current • The Journal Register

Friday, December 19 at 2 PM for December 25 Issue
• Ware River News • Barre Gazette

Monday, December 22 at 2 PM for December 26 Issue
• Town Reminder • The Holyoke Sun • Chicopee Register

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Spiritual leaders
  7. A type of solution
 13. Fortified wine
 14. Edible mollusk
 16. They precede C
 17. A way to compare
 19. Government lawyer
 20. “Game of Thrones” 

actor Ciaran
 22. The eighth month 

(abbr.)
 23. Very willing
 25. __ ex Machina
 26. Makes happy
 28. Type of berry
 29. A doctrine
 30. Popular Dodge truck 

model
 31. Dekagram
 33. Naturally occurring 

solid
 34. Company officer
 36. Villains
 38. Cricket frogs
 40. Influential German 

psychologist
 41. Endured
 43. A female domestic
 44. You can get stuck 

in one
 45. Cigarette (slang)
 47. Fiber optics network
 48. Group of blood 

disorders (abbr.)
 51. Employee stock 

ownership plan
 53. Belonging to the 

bottom layer
 55. Sound
 56. MLB legend Hank
 58. Very attractive 

person
 59. Late beloved 

sportscaster Craig
 60. South Dakota
 61. Mocking
 64. Symbol for gold
 65. Longtime Braves 

pitcher Julio
 67. Humor
 69. Shawl

 70. Preliminary patient 
assessment

CLUES DOWN
  1. Animal disease
  2. Commercial
  3. Necklace material
  4. Containers
  5. A way to save for your 

future
  6. Colorado Heisman 

winner Rashaan
  7. Dipped down
  8. Head injury (abbr.)
  9. Lay about
 10. Intestinal
 11. Opposite of yes
 12. Caused to be loved
 13. Spiritual leader of Islam
 15. Businesslike
 18. Not in
 21. Number above the line 

in a fraction
 24. An animal with its own 

day
 26. Pouch

 27. Swedish krona
 30. Start over
 32. Field flowers
 35. Fourteen
 37. A visual way to interact 

with a computer
 38. Up-to-date
 39. Campaigns
 42. Touch lightly
 43. “Boardwalk Empire” 

actress Gretchen
 46. Violent seizure of 

property
 47. Supporter of the Pope
 49. Anxiety
 50. Body fluid
 52. One who’s faking it
 54. Title of respect
 55. Chilean city
 57. City in central Japan
 59. Silk garment
 62. A form of dance
 63. Automobile
 66. The man
 68. Justice Dept. head 

honcho

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Mascaro, Olivia Maserati, 
Elijah Mathias, Daizy Mc-
Donald, Clare McMahon, 
Mylie Mittler, Wilhe Mo-
rales Casillas, Tess Morrow, 
Dylan Niznik, Gianna No-
wicki, Youngsun Oh, Tristan 
Oliveira, Benjamin Patter-
son, Owen Petit, Madison 
Quinlan, Brenan Rost, Ava 
Secor, Lillian Sergienko, 
Sofia Shores, Mykhael Si-
erra-Pabey, Audriana Stasio, 
Joseph Sullivan, William 
Szpakowski, Grayson Tan-
guay, Anna Taylor, Camren 
Valle, Ormandy Velazquez, 
Olivia Zheng 

Grade 11 Honors: Jason 
Abeid, Isaac Abergel, Gana 
Abuata, Nathan Bosworth, 
Katherine Britt, Benjamin 
Carpenter, Liliana Celet-
ti, Kiera Connors, Dylan 
Dalessio, Emma Dalessio, 
Marce Damasceno Coel-
ho, Katie DeGray, Addison 
Derosia, Tucker Derosia, 
Andrew Dolaher, Brady Do-
nes, Barba Dos Santos Cos-
ta, Darren Duah, Elizabeth 
Espinal, Saniah Evans, Liam 
Faneuff, Carter Fortin, Al-
yssa Fortune, Jasmine Gas-
pariano, Brooke Germain, 
Kaden Gralia, Gavin Grim-
ley, Eliana Gunn, Richard 
Hale, Liam Harrigan, Caitlin 
Hebert, Katelyn Hoar, Ains-
ley Holden, Lily Houle, Car-
son Humphries, Kadence 
Illig, Ryan Jacobsen, Kalhan 
Kar, Ava Keegan, Abyaan 
Khan, Isabella Kirton, Ga-
briel Kishinevski, Ryan 
Knox-Nelli, Sophia Kozub, 
Isabella Lafield, Peter Lan-
gone, Teagan Lawor, Hana 
Le, Leah Lomascolo, Caelan 
Luszcz, Andrea Lyon, Liam 
Maher, Nola Malmborg, Mia 
Manseau, Avery Marceau, 
Olivia Martowska, Camer-
on Maziarz, Sky-Lynn Mc-
Grath, Dominick Messier, 
Liam Metzger, Mason Mish, 
John Morley, Jameson Mur-
ray, Athena Nguyen, Selena 
Nguyen, Chelsea Ortega, 
Nicholas O’Sullivan, Veron-
ica Ouimet, Shiv Patel, Jack 
Paterno, Nicholas Pelletier, 
Natalie Petit, Mackenzie 
Picard, Anthony Powers, 
Samuel Przybyl, Collin Pur-
cell, Devin Purchas, Jaison 
Richard, Xavier Rios, Karo-
lina Robles-Maurer, Sydney 
Rocha, Emanuel Roman, 
Brooklyn Rosas, Ethan 
Rose-Vialpando, Makenna 
Sacco, Madelyn Sackrider, 

Yara Saleh, Quinn Saler-
no, Jolena Sanchioni, Mia 
Savoie, Moira Shannon, Dil-
lon Shaughnessey, Joshua 
Sheehan, Landon Sheerin, 
Savannah Sheerin, Gra-
cie Smith, Andrew Stark, 
Benjamin Stebbins, Sophia 
Sundheim, Grayson Sweet, 
Kaleb Sweetman, Connor 
Tillberry, Faith Trombly, 
Grace Trombly, Hope Trom-
bly, Brayden Tugie, Owen 
Tzoumas, Luis Vega, Ariella 
Velez, Jade Wong-Vallejo, 
Thomas Wurm

Grade 11 High Honors: 
Angelina Bontempi, Adri-
anna Brandoli, Ivy Chris-
tensen, Annabella Cianflone, 
Catherine Dickson, Ava 
Disa, Braedon Donahue, 
Jonathan Dyer, Nehir Elcin, 
Isabella Esteves, Marion Fil, 
Brielle Foisy, Ella Gagliar-
ducci, Olivia Gencarelli, 
Naomi Griffin, Emma Gro-
ver, Lucy Haile, Anne Hick-
len, Madelyn Hoskinson, 
Amelia Kellogg, Celayna 
Ledvina, Abigail Lee, Molly 
Lynch, Reese Magee, Caro-
line Maloni, Molly Michels, 
Riddhi Patel, Ainsley Patter-
son, Lauren Roberts, Jack 
Rumplik, Cameron Salva-
dor, Ava Scatolini, Alison 
Souza, Olivia Spring, Tyler 
Supczak, Isabella Usher, 
Brahmadutt Vijay, Sarah 
Rose Walsh, Drew Wein-
berg, Kei Williamsv

Grade 12 Honors: An-
gelina Acevedo, Lucas Ak-
ers, Ian Angelica, Adam 
Arce, Ali Awkal, Kelly Ba-
log, Maxwell Baroni, Don-
ovan Belton, Emily Benoit, 
Elaina Bergeron, Callan 
Blanchard, Alec Boilard, 
Isabella Boudreau, Bella 
Brault, Lila Britton, Alys-
sa Capen, Issiah Carattini, 
Isabella Carlin, Lilianna 
Catellier, Desyree Charles, 
Nicholas Cianflone, Logan 
Clark, Avery Coburn, Thom-
as Cormier, Ava Croteau, 
Alexander Danio, Maliha 
Daubon, Hannah Donovan, 
Madeline Dos Santos, Sam-
uel Eaton, Landyn Eldridge, 
Jacob Fahey, Brody Faneuff, 
Domenic Fantone, Noemi 
Fraga, Khaliyah Gagner, 
Jacob Gilmartin, Ryan Gi-
ombetti, Madyson Giroux, 
Jenna Goodwin, Izabella 
Gusev, Colin Haines, Bro-
dy Harrison, Zeirra Her-
nandez, Hunter Howard, 
Liam Howe, Enzo Hrycay, 
Tyler Jaslanek, Elizabeth 
Johnson, Maeghan Joyce, 
John Kavanagh, Ava Kear-

ney, Addison Kelley, Molly 
Kinsman, Zachariah Kozub, 
Chloe Kuklinski, Samu-
el Laird, Brady Laliberte, 
Mai Le, Aidan Lee, Evan 
Liverseidge, Benjamin Lo-
pez, Jack Lucarelle, Avery 
Lucas, Hannah Luff, Nhu 
Luu, Natalie Madison, Ava 
Manning, Luca Mastroian-
ni, Max Mayuski, Michael 
Mazzaferro, Madeline Mc-
Donald, Sean McSwain, 
Daniella Moraru, Danielle 
Muir, Vinh Nguyen, Alyssa 
Nogueira, Stephen Nowic-
ki, Cailin O’Brien, Michael 
O’Connor, Anna O’Toole, 
Zachary Parent, Mia Peck, 
Nico Penna, Zoe Pinnock, 
David Preston, Katelynn 
Pronovost, Maisen Rosa-
do, Aezlin Rost, Annabella 
Rostek, Lauren Rucki, Kay-
leb Russo-Rock, Mostaffa 
Saleh, Alexander Savlick, 
Dylan Secor, Connor Sey-
mour, Jonathan Stephen, 
Owen Sullivan, Ava Thomp-
son, Matthew VanDer-
Beken, Madisyn Vazquez, 
Dylan Walker, Journey 
Waters-Brown, Celena Wil-
liams, Zoriah Wray

Grade 12 High Honors: 
Victoria Ambrose, Emma 
Balog, Mia Bolduc, Corinne 
Brewer, Luke Bruno, Trinity 
Burgmyer, Hayden Carlotto, 
Alexis Carreira, Anthony 
Cianflone, Natalia Clarke, 
Caleigh Conboy, Kelly 
Cronin, Allison Demetri, 
Caden Duke, Aidan Dz-
ierwinski, Miles Fergus, 
Dominic Fiorentino, Luis 
Fradera O’Toole, Margaret 
Fulton, Lucas Fyntrilakis, 
Mateo Garcia, Carina Gon-
nello, Giselle Harris, Laila 
Hosnander, Laya Ibrahim, 
Lana Johnson, Mason Jones, 
Kathryn Kennedy, Kait-
lyn Lopez Pham, Savannah 
Loubier, Ava Luszcz, Nylie 
Maldonado, Jaymiel Marti-
nez, Nolah McConnell, Ri-
ley McLeod, Jasmine Miller, 
Jacob Moore, Ava Moretti, 
Morgan Morrow, Alina Nar-
vaez, Lyric Nelson, Hao-
nam Nguyen, Alexandra 
Nichols, Luke O’Connor, 
Cora Pace, Alexander Par-
ent, Natalie Proulx, Kameah 
Pryce, Hannah Przechocki, 
William Quinn, Chloe Rob-
ins, Cameron Rodriguez, 
Colin Sheehan, Alexa Sher-
man, Linda Stanco, Lincoln 
Stiles, Isabella Strand, Lili-
ana Sullivan, Carly Trang-
hese, Ella Trosky, William 
Vezina III, Nathan Wesloski, 
Elizabeth Woytowicz

HONOR ROLL
 from page 12

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net
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We Have Your Everyday Staples
Farm Fresh & Local

FALL & WINTER PRODUCE • MEAT • EGGS 
MILK • HOMEMADE BREADS & MORE!

Austin Brothers Valley 
Farm

Merrick Farm

Barstows Dairy

Sugar Chalet

Fancy Bagels

Wilbraham Candles

Mama Life Oils                      
& Wellness

Honey Bear Tea

Sweet Babu’s

Nourish Valley Tallow

Terra Flower Farm

Four Rex Farms

Fern Valley Farms

David Boucier Books

Marty’s Local

Ferrindino Maple

Vermont Mulch              
Company

Wagner Wood

Nightingail 

Hand Made Soap

Sturbridge Coffee       
Roasters

and more!

We are proud to support local businesses!

Appalachian Naturals 
Cranberry Sauces

Red Potatoes, Mushrooms, Brussel Sprouts – Local Winter Produce

The Salty Baker 
Sourdough Breads

Austin Brothers Valley Farm 
Locally Raised Beef

651 MAIN STREET • WILBRAHAM • 413-484-7447
Visit us online: fernvalleyfarmsllc.com

SPECIALTY FOODS
We have a variety of local & specialty foods 

for your holiday entertaining 
like cheeses, crackers, cranberry sauce and 

more for your holiday entertaining.

Wed.-Sun. 
8am-6pm

Holiday Decor &  Wreaths

FOLLOW US 
ON FACEBOOK!

SALE
Beef Patties

$6.50 per lb.


