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The event was sponsored 
by the Rotary Club of 
Wilbraham-Hampden

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM — Evening rain 
showers did not stop residents from 
coming to Gazebo Park on Dec. 
3 for the town’s Christmas Tree 
Lighting.

The annual event, sponsored 
by the Rotary Club of Wilbra-
ham-Hampden, which will be 

celebrating 50 years in 2024, had 
attendees enjoying hot chocolate 
and treats served by LUSO Federal 
Credit Union, also an event spon-
sor, watching this year’s tree light 
up with Christmas lights and a vis-
it with Santa Claus, who arrived at 
Gazebo Park via fire truck with the 
fire department.

Additionally, attendees dropped 
off hygiene products including 
shampoo, liquid soap, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, combs and more for 
the Rotary Club to donate to local 
area organizations to support the 
homeless population.

The event was made possible 

with support from many people and 
organizations including Heidi and 
Mark Pafumi, Robert Ward of RH 
Ward Construction LLC, Country 
Bank, David and Lisa Gomes for 
entertainment, the police and fire 
departments, Home Depot for lights 
and decorations, RH Ward Con-
struction employee Mike Zwirec-
ki, Jason Dominick, Kayla Slessler 
and Thai Bui, Sam Boyd for techni-
cal assistance and support and the 
Parks & Recreation Department for 
lighting assistance.

The Times was the media spon-
sor for this year’s event.

Superintendent 
Provost presents at 
the Country Club
Speaks on strategic plan, district
reconfiguration and regional agreement

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

WILBRAHAM — The Rotary Club of Wilbra-
ham-Hampden hosted Hampden-Wilbraham Regional 
School District Superintendent Dr. John Provost at the 
Country Club of Wilbraham during its meeting on Nov. 
29.

The club promoted Provost’s appearance, and the 
public was invited, as a roomful of Hampden and Wilbra-
ham residents listened to the superintendent speak about 
the progress of the strategic plan, district reconfiguration 
possibilities and amendments to the regional agreement.

Provost began by sharing his credentials, noting he 
has worked in education for almost 30 years, holding the 
positions of paraprofessional, teacher, supervisor, direc-
tor of special education and superintendent of schools. 
He also worked in higher education as a research assis-
tant at UMass-Amherst and was a lecturer at Smith Col-
lege.

This is Provost’s third superintendency; he spent 
three years as superintendent of North Brookfield 

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
A group photo of Santa Claus with members of the Rotary Club of Wilbraham-Hampden during this year’s 
Christmas Tree Lighting at Gazebo Park. 

Community comes together for 
annual Christmas Tree Lighting

Photo courtesy of Charles F. Bennett.
Hampden-Wilbraham Regional School District 
Superintendent Dr. John Provost (center) took part in a 
public forum with Rotary Club host Chris O’Connor (left) 
and Program Coordinator Peter Salerno (right) Nov. 29 at 
the Country Club of Wilbraham. 

The drive runs 
through Dec. 20

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN — The library is 
giving back this holiday season 
through its annual Mitten Tree, 
Pajama Drive and Food Drive.

The fundraising drive sup-
ports the Community Survival 
Center and ends at 5 p.m. on 
Dec. 20.

Throughout December, res-
idents can donate new mittens, 

gloves, scarves and hats to the 
mitten tree, including new hand-
made items. The library’s knit-
ting group also lends its support 
by making mittens, hats and 
scarves for the tree.

For the pajama drive, dona-
tions of new child-sized pajamas 
will be accepted, with people 
receiving a raffle ticket for each 
pair to win a LEGO set. The raf-
fle drawing will be held on Dec. 
21 at 6 p.m. during the library’s 
Holiday Movie Night.

The food drive, meanwhile, 
accepts nonperishable food 
items.

Library Director Ellen Mori-

arty explained the library holds 
the drive every year and, this 
year, they are also collecting 
quarters to buy a case of goat 
milk soap from Sage Meadow 
Farm that will also go to the 
Community Survival Center.

“It’s really wonderful to see 
the generosity of our community 
over the course of the next cou-
ple weeks. The hallway will be 
filled with all kinds of donations 
from our very generous patrons, 
and it just warms my heart to 
think of how generous our com-
munity is,” Moriarty said. Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Ivy Harrigan donates a pair of children’s pajamas to the Pajama 
Drive to support the Mitten Tree, Pajama Drive and Food Drive at 
Hampden Free Public Library.

Hampden library is holding Mitten Tree, 
Pajama Drive and Food Drive

Please see TREE, page 4 Please see PROVOST, page 5

Please see HAMPDEN, page 23
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YOU SOAR
Made to help

countrybank.com

We’re made for people and prosperity. For sharing, not shareholders. 
We’re made to serve our customers and our communities with integrity 
and excellence. To help individuals and businesses find success. To work 
together to find the answers and the tools that our customers need and 
deserve. We’re made to put people first and have fun doing it. At Country 

Bank, this isn’t just what we believe in, it’s what we were made for.

NEED EXTRA CA$H FOR THE HOLIDAYS?

WE BUYWE BUY  GoldGold

704 MEMORIAL DRIVE, CHICOPEE, MA • 413-377-1433
www.hannoushma.com

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

Present This Coupon for

 10% more 
on your unwanted gold.

Expires 12/31/23

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM -- Teens 
designed copper holiday orna-

ments on Nov. 28 during a Teen 
Copper Ornament Metalsmith 
Workshop at the library. 

The event was sponsored by 
the Friends of the Wilbraham 
Public Library.

The workshop, led by Met-
alsmith Heather Beck, taught 
teens about the structure of cop-
per, how to create drawings in 
metal and use letter stamps to 
create textures and words on the 

ornaments.
It addi-

tionally taught 
them to use 
a patina liver 
of sulfur wa-
ter station to 
blacken orna-
ments and steel 
wool to remove 
the top layer 
of the blacken-
ing copper, us-
ing brushes to 
shine them.

Beck trav-
els to libraries 
throughout the 
state, including 
Wi l b r a h a m , 

to teach 
the class, 
having taught it at libraries for 
nearly eight years.

“My roommate in college 
actually took a metals class, and 
I was kind of obsessed with the 
project that she came up with 
and I took metals the next se-
mester, fell madly in love with 
metalsmithing, majored in it,” 
Beck said. “I graduated in 2006 
from UMass-Dartmouth and I’ve 
been teaching and working ever 
since.”

Aiden Larson created a Saw-
themed ornament for his cousin, 
saying his mom heard about the 
event and signed him up.

Larson said “it’s pretty fun” 
and it was his first time taking 
part in the workshop, adding he 
enjoys the different activities the 
library offers teens.

“I just enjoy, like, how fun it 
might be, how exciting, how cha-

otic it might be. That just makes 
me feel excited and makes me 
want to go,” Larsy said.

Larson said everyone did a 
good job on their ornaments.

“It’s a long process,” Larsy 
said.

Brielle Bailey made a Christ-
mas tree and engraved “2023” 
on her ornament, enjoying the 
opportunity to learn how to 
make things with copper.

“I liked how we could be 
creative and create whatever we 
wanted,” Bailey said. “You can 
do anything with your imagi-
nation, and you can learn about 
new things while creating things 
and taking them home.”

Bailey enjoys the teen pro-
grams for the opportunity to do 
things with friends or individu-
ally.

Teens create copper holiday ornaments in metalsmith workshop

Metalsmith Heather Beck observes Nolan blacken 
his copper holiday ornament during the Teen Copper 
Ornament Metalsmith Workshop.

Metalsmith Heather Beck oversees teens working on the 
next step for their copper holiday ornaments during the 
Teen Copper Ornament Metalsmith Workshop.

Teens hard at work hammering and drawing on their 
copper holiday ornaments.

A close-up shot of hammers and nails teens used to 
create their copper holiday ornaments during the Teen 
Copper Ornament Metalsmith Workshop.

Tim Euber and Caroline Euber smile for the camera as 
they work on their copper holiday ornaments during the 
Teen Copper Ornament Metalsmith Workshop.

A shot of some of the copper holiday ornaments teens 
made during the Teen Copper Ornament Metalsmith 
Workshop

Please see METAL, page 5
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ALWAYS FRESH AT 

Fresh Balsam WreathsFresh Balsam Wreaths

THE BEST FRESH FOR 
YOUR HOLIDAYS!

Balsam Fir
4ft Tall to 10ft Tall

New England Specialties
Italian Gourmet Baskets

Snack Attacks
Wine Baskets

Chocolate Lovers 
& MORE!

Ready For Pick Up 
or Delivery

Beautiful Holiday Beautiful Holiday 
Fresh Flower Fresh Flower 
& Evergreen & Evergreen 

ArrangementsArrangements

Beautifully Decorated By 
Randall’s Designers

Door Pieces 
Welcome Baskets 
& Holiday Planters

Spectacular
Poinsettias
“NOT JUST RED”

Brilliant Pinks, Marbled, 
White & Variegated

Watch Them Grow!
Holiday BulbsHoliday Bulbs
Stunning Amaryllis 

& Paperwhites

Gourmet Gift BasketsGourmet Gift Baskets

Randall’s Holiday Foods!Randall’s Holiday Foods!
Fruit Trays, Veggie Trays,
Fresh Baked Quiche, Meatballs,
Stuffed Mushrooms,
Cocktail Shrimp and MORE
Mini Black Bottom Cupcakes, 
Festive Cookies, Pies and Desserts

    Christmas Bakery &     Christmas Bakery & 
    Holiday Catering Orders    Holiday Catering Orders

LAST DAY TO ORDER December 19th 

GLUTEN FREE HOLIDAY FOODS
Fresh & In Our Freezer Section

Fresh Fresh 
Christmas Christmas 

TreesTrees

 

FANTASY BLUE 
Glittered & Glamorous

In Decorative Containers Too!

Adorable Mini Goldendoodles

Family Raised

Affectionate and 
Playful

Hypoallergenic

Vet Checked

Limited Supply

Call or Text 
413-345-8173

Reserve yours 
now for the 

Holidays!

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

HAMPDEN -- Principal Asses-
sor Kelly McCormick and Board of 
Assessors Chair Norm Charest met 
with the Board of Selectmen on Dec. 
4 for a tax classification hearing. 

McCormick said the purpose of 
the hearing was to provide informa-
tion to the Selectmen regarding the 
tax rate options available to the town 
under the property tax classification. 

“First, I’d like to give you a quick 
overview,” she said. “All our fiscal 
year 2024 values for real and per-
sonal property have been approved 
by the Department of Revenue, and 
the town’s valuation has increased 
by over $75 million. The new town 
value is $877,611,088.” 

McCormick reported that the 
value of the average single-fami-
ly home in Hampden has increased 
from $346,000 in fiscal year 2023 to 
$377,000 in fiscal year 2024, repre-
senting a 9%, or $31,000, increase.

Although the tax rate has not 
been approved or set by the De-
partment of Revenue for fiscal year 
2024, McCormick anticipates that it 
will be much lower this year because 
of the increase in values. 

“As you know the fiscal ’23 tax 
rate was $16.87. For fiscal ’24, the 
current estimate is $15.66, which 
is a reduction of $1.21. That is still 
subject to change until we get it set 
by the Department of Revenue,” Mc-
Cormick said.

Board of Selectmen Chair John 
Flynn replied that the significant de-
crease in the tax rate doesn’t relate 
to the tax bill because one must also 
factor the values in. 

“Give us the bad news,” he said 
to McCormick. 

McCormick replied, “It’s ac-
tually not such bad news. For the 
average taxpayer in Hampden who 

owns a single-family home, their bill 
would increase this year by $66.80, 
which is a 1.14% increase.”

The Selectmen were then given 
the opportunity to vote on determin-
ing the share of the levy for each 
class of property. The first vote was 
taken on a single versus split tax rate. 

Adopting a minimum residential 
factor of one would result in a single 
tax rate and adopting a minimum of 
less than one would result in a split 
tax rate, meaning there would be one 
rate for residential properties and a 
higher rate for commercial, industri-
al and personal properties. 

“It’s been quite a few years since 
we’ve had a shift,” McCormick said. 
“This year, because we’ve had new 
residential properties and new par-
cels, we’re now at an 86% residential 
and 14% for all the commercial, in-
dustrial and personal property com-
bined.”

McCormick said the board could 
opt for a 125% shift or a 150% shift, 
the maximum, which would low-
er the average annual single-family 
tax bill by $493.87 but increase the 
average commercial, industrial and 
personal property bill by $6,718.14. 
For a 125% shift, it would decrease 
the residential bill by $248.82 but in-
crease the commercial, industrial and 
personal property bill by $3,363.36. 

“With a smaller number of com-
mercial, industrial, personal proper-
ties, I’m not sure if that’d be a bene-
fit,” McCormick said. 

Charest agreed and recommend-
ed a single rate with no shifting, 
noting that most of the businesses in 
town are owned by Hampden resi-
dents. 

“So, really, they’re just getting a 
different bill a different way because 
really a lot of the residents own the 
businesses. Because there’s so little 
of the commercial, industrial, per-
sonal property, it’s a big shift for 
them to a little gain on the other side. 

I think in the past we’ve recommend-
ed a one, and I don’t see a reason to 
be any different,” Charest said.

Ultimately, the Selectmen voted 
unanimously to adopt a single tax 
rate and minimum residential factor 
of one. 

The second vote involved the 
open space discount. The Selectmen 
took no action on the item because 
the town currently has no properties 
classified in open space. 

The third vote regarded the res-
idential exemption and shifting the 
burden from the residential class 
onto higher priced and non-own-
er-occupied properties. McCormick 
said the shift has been adopted in 
several communities that have a 
large number of vacation homes. 

The Selectmen unanimously vot-
ed not to adopt the residential ex-
emption. 

The final vote involved the small 
commercial exemption and shifting 
the burden from qualifying business-
es to other commercial, industrial 
properties.

“Out of the 40 commercial prop-
erties, fewer than 10 may qualify for 
exemption. For a few properties, one 
who would directly benefit would be 
owner of qualifying properties and 
not the businesses themselves,” Mc-
Cormick said. 

The Selectmen unanimously vot-
ed not to adopt the small commercial 
exemption. 

On Monday evening, it was made 
known that there is a vacancy on the 
Board of Assessors. Charest said that 
the current board members are expe-
rienced and can bring along a new 
member. 

“It’s just if they have an interest 
and if it’s important to them,” he 
said. “There’s a lot of math involved 
with it and knowing a little bit about 
construction maybe or value, but if 
you came in with none of that, I think 
you could still learn those skills.”

Hampden Selectmen hold tax classification 
hearing with Board of Assessors

wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC ...

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...............

USDA INSP. $149
lb

SALE DATES: 12/7/23-12/13/23

$249

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE 
PORK RIBS ..........................

$259

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN TWIN PAK .........
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ........
USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN DUMPLINGS ..............
$799

ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 26/30 COUNT

RAW SHRIMP 2 LB BAG ..................

$179
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
TURKEY BREAST ...............

$399
lb

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAKS

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF 

TENDERLOIN

$299

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$277

$399

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE FAMILY PAK
ALL VARIETIES

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ..............
USDA INSP. FULLY COOKED
HEAT & EAT BBQ MARINATED

BABY BACK RIBS ..............

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS ...............
$299

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

5 LB 
BAG

90% DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$499
lb

$144
lb

$477
lb

$888
lb

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF FROZEN TURKEYS, 
TURKEY BREAST, DUCKS, CORNISH HENS AND 

FRESH PORK & RED MEAT ROAST FOR YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

CUT 
FREE

Available
AvailableCARDS

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Rotary Club Vice President Chris O’Connor provided 
remarks to kick off the event as attendees gathered by 
the tree.

“It’s wonderful to see all the families and friends who 
have gathered out here for the Annual Tree Lighting,” 
O’Connor said.

O’Connor explained the Rotary Club supports many 
projects in the community and beyond including the Dic-
tionary Project, teaming up with 24 other Rotary Clubs 
across the country, Canada and Central America for clean 
water and sanitation initiatives, opening a children’s li-
brary at the YWCA’s domestic violence women’s shelter 
and providing scholarships to local students.

“Our global network of 1.4 million neighbors, friends 
(and) leaders volunteer their skills and resources to solve 
problems and address some of the needs that we have. 
We’re always working on educational and charitable 
projects to support children, families and needy individ-
uals to better their lives,” O’Connor said.

Rotary Club Secretary Brad Sperry and Jim Robin-
son, a longtime member of the organization, were excit-
ed to hold the tree lighting, explaining the event has gone 
on for many years.

The tree lighting was originally at Crane Park before 
moving to Gazebo Park.

Robinson and Sperry shared how much the communi-
ty support to help bring the event to life every year means 
to the club.

“We were overwhelmed, really, by the reaction,” 
Sperry said.

“It’s our livelihood to support the community. We try 
to help. It’s a two-way street helping the less fortunate,” 
Robinson said.

Sperry and Robinson were happy about the turnout 
despite the weather.

“They appreciate the hard work, you know. The work 

that we do. It’s time-consuming, and they’re giving back 
to us with anything,” Robinson said. “A lot of people 
help.”

“This is the town’s tree lighting. We host it, we spon-
sor it, we coordinate it,” Sperry said.

Robinson and Sperry said the club is always looking 
for new members and they meet twice a month, again 

expressing gratitude to the community for their support.
Sperry added residents can reach out to him at 413-

537-4171 to drop off hygiene products if they weren’t 
able to during the tree lighting.

“There were so many people involved in helping out 
here and they stepped right up,” Sperry said. “It really is 
the town’s tree lighting.”

The Rotary Club shared this message.
“Have a good holiday season! Thanks for your sup-

port and it’s just nice to see (everyone),” Sperry said.
“Thanks for coming out!” Robinson said.
To learn more, visit the Rotary Club’s Facebook page.

TREE from page 1

Residents watch as this year’s Christmas tree is lit up during Wilbraham’s Christmas 
Tree Lighting festivities at Gazebo Park. Rotary Club of Wilbraham-Hampden Vice President Chris O’Connor provides remarks 

during Wilbraham’s Christmas Tree Lighting at Gazebo Park on Dec. 3.

Families line up to meet Santa Claus during Wilbraham’s 
Christmas Tree Lighting festivities at Gazebo Park on 
Dec. 3. 

Santa Claus waves after he arrives at Gazebo Park for 
Wilbraham’s Christmas Tree Lighting festivities. Santa 
received a special escort from the Wilbraham Fire 
Department. 

Families gather at the LUSO Federal Credit Union 
tent to grab hot chocolate and festive treats during 
Wilbraham’s Christmas Tree Lighting on Dec. 3. 

A wide shot of this year’s lit-up Christmas tree in 
Gazebo Park in Wilbraham. 

Santa Claus asks two children what they want for 
Christmas during Wilbraham’s Christmas Tree Lighting 
festivities at Gazebo Park. 
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Schools and eight years as superintendent 
of Northampton Public Schools. 

“You may know all that because it’s 
available online, but what you may not 
know is I was familiar with this commu-
nity long before coming to (the district) 
because I grew up in Palmer, and when 
I was in high school, I learned there was 
a place where you could make $5.25 an 
hour. At the time, minimum wage was 
$3.75, so that was pretty good. That orga-
nization, just down the road over there, is 
known as Bennett Turkey Farm,” Provost 
said. 

Provost then embarked onto the stra-
tegic plan discussion, noting that the pro-
cess of creating a plan began in 2021 and 
was finished not long after he arrived in 
the district in 2022. He said the work was 
completed by a 34-member steering com-
mittee and included input from more than 
800 individuals in both communities. 

“It’s extremely comprehensive in na-
ture and includes 100 action steps and 
five domains,” Provost said.

Five of the steps pertain to district re-
organization and include items such as 
assessing disabilities in the district, deter-
mining if the built environments can be 
used more effectively and efficiently and 
for work involving building utilization to 
be guided by a planning committee, in-
cluding members of the School Commit-
tee and Select Board members from each 
town. 

The team formed this past January, 
consisting of School Committee Chair 
Michal Boudreau, School Committee 
Vice Chair Sean Kennedy, Donald Dav-
enport of the Hampden Board of Select-
men and Theresa Goodrich of the Wilbra-
ham Select Board. 

The strategic plan was adopted by the 
School Committee in September 2022. 

This past February, Provost said the 
Planning Committee toured each of the 
district’s schools to better understand the 
existing challenges. 

“Overcrowding is noted at Mile Tree 
(Elementary School), Stony Hill (School) 
and Wilbraham Middle School,” Provost 
said. “At all three of these schools, stu-
dents and staff are working in spaces that 
are not intended to be classrooms or work 
areas. These include closets being used as 
offices, offices being used as classrooms, 
and at the middle school, the entire li-
brary has been converted to classroom 
and testing space.”

Provost then informed the audience 
that unused space was found at Min-
nechaug Regional High School, Green 

Meadows School and Thornton W. Bur-
gess School, which currently has only 15 
transitional students. 

During this process, the Planning 
Committee asked Provost to revise how 
the district would be reconfigured. 

“I started by listing all the possible 
reconfigurations,” he said. “There were 
more than 100 options on the original list, 
many of which admittedly were not edu-
cationally sound, but we wanted to start 
by not excluding any possibilities from 
the outset.” 

Through a series of meetings, the 
Planning Committee developed five goals 
to guide their work, including improving 
the quality of education in the district, 
eliminating overcrowding, reducing stu-
dent transitions, maximizing the use of 
space available in the schools and exer-
cising fiscal responsibility. 

The committee was then able to nar-
row the list to the 10 most viable recon-
figuration possibilities. During March 
and April, committee members met with 
various stakeholder groups such as par-
ents, staff and elected officials to evaluate 
the 10 options, gaining feedback that al-
lowed it to narrow the list to four.

“Let me emphasize, the Planning 
Committee is still considering all four 
options. No decisions have been made at 
this time.” Provost said.

All options would send all eighth 
graders to Minnechaug and all Kinder-
garteners and first graders to Mile Tree. 
All students in PreK or fifth grade would 
attend Green Meadows. 

Two models would send students in 
grades two through five to Stony Hill 
School, one would send students in 
grades two through three to Stony Hill 
and another would see Stony Hill School 
unused. 

Two models would send second 
through fifth-grade students to Soule 
Road School, one model would send 
fourth and fifth graders to the school and 
another would send students in grades 
one through five to the school. 

In two models, TWB would close; in 
the other two, students in grades six and 
seven would be educated there. In two 
models, students in grades six and seven 
would be educated at WMS, in one mod-
el, students in grades one through five 
would learn there and in another model, 
the school would close. 

Cost estimates for each of the four 
models have been developed by Aaron 
Osborne, assistant superintendent of fi-
nance, operations and human resources. 

To reconfigure, the district would have 
to amend its regional agreement. Accord-

ing to the Department of Early and Sec-
ondary Education, if any modification is 
made, the district must also make other 
changes to the regional agreement to 
comply with changes in law, regulations 
and policy that have gone into effect 
since its adoption. 

A legal review was completed in 
mid-September and DESE informed the 
district of 39 items that must be addressed 
in an updated regional agreement. 

“The first version of that draft (of the 
regional agreement) is expected to be 
ready sometime next month,” Provost 
said. 

Provost also spoke on the accelera-
tion of transfers from Green Meadows to 
WMS; currently, 110 of the 116 Hampden 
middle school students have transferred 
to WMS, and with almost no students to 
teach at that grade level, some teachers at 
Green Meadows left the district for other 
opportunities. 

“Green Meadows staff explained at 
one of their stakeholders’ meetings that 
due to the small numbers of both students 
and staff, removing middle school from 
Green Meadows should be prioritized in 
the reconfiguration,” Provost said. 

When asked why all four models in-
volved moving eighth graders to the high 
school, Provost said that other options 
had been eliminated because they called 
for “one grade schools,” where a lone 
grade would inhabit a school building. 

“Since there was already a concern 
about the number of transitions in the dis-
trict, the thought of creating a school that 
had just one grade seemed like a step in 
the wrong direction,” Provost said. 

Last month, members of the Plan-
ning Committee visited Barnstable High 
School, Dennis-Yarmouth Regional High 
School and Monomoy Regional High 
School, all of which include the eighth 
grade. 

“Each one did it a little differently so 
we at least could look at some ways of 
doing it, talk to staff, students and par-
ents about what they saw as 
some of the advantages and 
disadvantages to different 
models,” Provost said. 

Throughout the process, 
the district has worked 
closely with DESE because 
a revised regional agree-
ment must be approved by 
the DESE commissioner 
after it is approved by the 
School Committee and 
each town’s Select Board. 

“We don’t want to go 
through the entire pro-

cess of proposing something that passed 
through the towns and School Commit-
tee only to have the commissioner say, 
‘This isn’t good enough; we need to make 
changes.’ We want to make sure anything 
that goes forward has the changes he 
would require so we can get his approval 
in the end,” Provost said. 

Provost noted that if all goes accord-
ing to plan, the 2024-2025 school year 
will be one of further planning and prepa-
ration. The major focus of that school 
year would be planning the logistics of 
the move so that everything could be in 
place for students and staff in September 
2025. 

At the end of the presentation, Provost 
made it clear he left nothing out, assuring 
the audience that he had been transparent. 

“There’s nothing I know that I hav-
en’t put in this talk. There’s obviously a 
lot that I don’t know, but now, consider 
yourselves in the know,” he said. 

Turley photo by Dalton Zbierski
Superintendent Dr. John Provost, 
pictured speaking at the Country Club of 
Wilbraham on Nov. 29. 

PROVOST from page 1

A  bus trip to the Lancaster, 
PA area is scheduled for April 
23-25, Tuesday -  Thursday. 
Stay for two nights at the Eden 
Resort, enjoy two buffet break-
fasts, two dinners (one at an 
Amish family home), the play 
“Daniel”  at Sight ‘n’ Sound 
Theater, Kitchen Kettle Village 

and much more. $539pp dbl; 
optional cancellation insurance 
avail. Full payment deadline 
March 15.

 
On Wednesday, July 10 we 

Self-Drive to the Log Cabin for 
a great tribute to  Jimmy Buffet 
by  “Changes in Latitude”. Your 

choice of either Prime Rib or 
Twin Lobsters for lunch. Cost is 
only $92pp; full payment dead-
line June 14.

 
The Newport Playhouse will 

offer “Nunsense”, a side-split-
ting musical about misadven-
tures at a nunnery. On Monday, 

Aug. 26, a great variety awaits 
on an all-you-can-eat buffet for 
lunch, the hilarious play and 
a cabaret, all for $125pp. Full 
payment deadline Aug. 7.

 
The above is a partial list of 

’24 possible trips; a minimum 
of 40 travelers needed for any 

trip to run. Flyers available at 
the Hampden Senior Center.

All prices incl taxes and driv-
er’s tip; any questions call Bob-
bi @ 566-8271 or email bobbi-
jg2@charter.net.

 

Hampden Senior Trips

“I really enjoy them, and I think 
that they’re pretty cool,” Bailey said.

Sadie Dossantos made a cop-
per ornament with Christmas trees, 
snowflakes and the words “Merry 
Christmas.”

“(I learned) that you could be cre-
ative with it and that it was really fun 
to do,” Dossantos said.

Dossantos said the turnout 
showed the workshop was really 
popular and the teens enjoyed it.

“It’s really fun doing the events 
here, and I really like it,” Dossantos 
said.

For Alaina Bailey, she enjoyed 

the opportunity to be creative and 
decide what she wanted to make for 
her ornament. She also learned a lot 
during the workshop.

“I thought it would be really fun 
and be useful,” Bailey said.

Bailey encourages the communi-
ty to check out the teen programs.

“They’re very fun, entertaining 
and you can learn a lot from them,” 
Bailey said.

Just like the teens, Beck also 
stressed the importance of creativity 
at these workshops, saying the orna-
ments are a “project heirloom” that 
will last forever.

“It’s really important that librar-
ies are creating spaces for students, 

whether it’s in my metals workshop 
or in a cooking workshop or origami 
or whatever other amazing crafting 
programs that librarians are putting 
together to create that space for cre-
ativity to flourish,” Beck said.

Beck encourages residents to try 
her future workshops, adding she 
holds workshops for adults too.

“That’s what I like to impart is 
the joy of play and trying something 
new and to really applaud the stu-
dents for signing up for themselves 
to really take part in this and to try a 
new thing,” Beck said.

To learn more, visit Heather-
BeckDesigns.com.

METAL from page 2
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Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri-
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to dzbierski@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly 

correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor-
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito-
rial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu-
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hamp-
den TIMES is published 
every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc. One year 
out of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news mate-
rial, letters to the editor and 
photos is Monday at 12 p.m. 
The TIMES is not responsible 
for submitted photos.
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TEAM
VIEWPOINTS

I was opening the curtains in my bedroom 
this morning to find that my Babci’s Christmas 
cactus had burst into bloom! 

How exciting for an indoor plant to live for 
seven plus decades, never mind that the last 
two have been under my care. It’s no secret 
that I am not an indoor plant aficionado, but I 
do have my favorites, and this is one of them.  

Read on to learn about this beloved plant, 
straight from the archives.

One horticulture related Christmas memo-
ries involves my mother’s Christmas cactus. I 
remember the arching, woody stemmed plant 
on an iron stand in her bedroom; before that it 
lived in my Babci’s house.  

Every year, just in time for the holiday, it 
would flower, putting on quite a show, beauti-
ful and exotic in hot fuchsia-pink.  

Today, only five original branches remain. 
But if you look closely within the base of the 
plant, you’ll see lots of new growth. 

Perhaps if I follow the advice, I have out-
lined below this heirloom will be blooming in 
the home of my future grandchildren!

The Christmas cactus (Schlumbergera brid-
gesii) is an epiphyte, native to South America 
where it happily grows hanging from trees in 
the jungle. Inside, it prefers a location with in-
direct light.  Positioning it in front of a north or 
east facing window is best.  

During the summer months many people 
prefer to move the plant outdoors. I have had 
good luck placing it under the shade of a tree; 
too much sun will burn its leaves.  

When night temperatures begin to dip into 
the forties it is time to bring the Christmas cac-
tus indoors.  Gradually acclimatize the plant to 
its winter home by increasing the number of 
hours spent inside each day.  

It is very important that the Christmas cac-
tus be planted in a well-drained growing medi-

um. For this reason, either coarse sand or per-
lite should be added to any homemade potting 
soil.  

A recipe that combines equal parts of either 
of these along with garden loam and leaf mold 
or compost should work out just fine. Christ-
mas cactus like to be somewhat pot bound, but 
if the plant has been growing in the same pot 
for several years its soil is likely exhausted of 
nutrients.  

Repot by gently teasing away some of the 
soil from the plant’s roots. Replace it with the 
new soil mixture. Choose a pot that is a single 
size bigger than the existing root ball, or reuse 
the old pot.

Many people hear “cactus” and think that 
the plant is drought tolerant. With the Christ-
mas cactus this is only partly true.  

Although its leaves are succulent and can 
retain a fair amount of water, it is not a true 
cactus.  As a general rule you should water 
Christmas cactus when the potting soil is dry 
to the touch.  

Adequate moisture is especially necessary 
during the spring when it begins its growth and 
once buds are set. A diluted amount of liquid 
fertilizer can be added then as well, especially 
if the soil hasn’t been refreshed in many years.  

When the plant is done flowering, it will 
go into a period of rest; almost no water is 

necessary for nearly two months. Just prior to 
bud set it will rest again but this time the soil 
shouldn’t dry out completely.  

Two environmental factors are responsible 
for coaxing a plant into bloom. The first is tem-
perature and the second is light.  

If temperatures at night range between 55 
and 60 degrees for a six week period, the plant 
will set buds regardless of day length. If tem-
peratures run higher than that, thirteen hours of 
uninterrupted darkness will bring about buds.  

Simply put the plant to bed each night from 
6 p.m.-8a.m. until buds form. My luck has 
been temperature related; because I leave the 
plants outside until early fall its temperature 
requirements are met and I am delighted with 
blooms come Christmas time.  

If your plant sets buds and then drops them 
prior to full bloom it is likely due to overwater-
ing or exposure.  For this reason, keep it away 
from drafty windows, doorways or radiators.  

If you don’t already own Christmas cactus, 
consider purchasing one this holiday. Better 
yet, start a plant. 

Simply get a leaf - no longer than two or 
three segments, from a friend. They are easy to 
root in regular potting soil.  

Two or three of these per four inch pot is 
perfect. By year two you should be delighted 
with some beautiful flowers and maybe the 
start of your own family tradition.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 31 years she has 
held the position of staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to pouimette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the subject line.  

Seventy-five years and going strong
inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

About the fairness 
of WEP and GPO
Dear Rusty 

I was married to my ex-husband for 30 
years. For 14 of those years, I was an unem-
ployed mom and community volunteer. Af-
ter my sons were grown, I began teaching in 
California and earned a teacher pension. That 
teacher pension eliminates all the spousal ben-
efits my husband paid for. How can that be jus-
tified? I, like a number of my retired friends, 
rent out rooms in my house to be able to live on 
a small teacher’s pension and get none of my 
earned spousal benefits. 

Signed: Frustrated Teacher

Dear Frustrated Teacher
I can only say that your frustration is 

shared by many retirees from public service 
in States, which do not participate in the fed-
eral Social Security program, that is, neither 
the employee nor the State contribute to the 
federal Social Security program. There are 
about 26 states including California, which 
exempt at least some of their employees 
and themselves from paying Social Security 
payroll taxes, but those states are obligated 
to provide retirement benefits robust enough 
to offset the loss of Social Security benefits, 
which will occur later in life after the em-
ployee retires. 

As controversial as these laws - the Wind-
fall Elimination Provision and the Govern-
ment Pension Offset  are, they have withstood 
legal challenges since they were enacted four 
decades ago. Because you have a “non-cov-
ered” pension from your state employment, 
WEP reduces any personal Social Security 
retirement benefit you may have earned else-
where and, to your specific point, the GPO 
has eliminated the spousal benefit you might 

otherwise have been entitled to from your 
ex-husband. 

Like you, many who are affected believe 
this to be unfair, but Congress has steadfast-
ly failed to enact legislation to repeal these 
provisions or even to soften their impact. The 
likely reason is that Congress has evaluated 
the fundamental premise of the provisions and 
concluded they appropriately equalize the way 
benefits are paid to all Social Security benefi-
ciaries.

It might help to think of it this way: in nor-
mal circumstances, if one spouse has a person-
ally earned Social Security retirement benefit, 
which is more than 50% of their partner’s Full 
Retirement Age amount, no spousal benefit is 
paid (the spouse benefit is offset by the recipi-
ent’s own SS retirement benefit). 

The GPO,the provision which affects SS 
spousal and survivor benefits) applies that 
same logic for a spouse who has a “non-cov-
ered” pension earned outside of the Social Se-

curity program, their spousal benefit is offset 
by the amount of the person’s own “non-cov-
ered” retirement pension. The one difference 
is that the GPO offset is actually a bit smaller 
(2/3rds of the non-covered pension vs. 100% 
offset for a spouse with their own SS retire-
ment benefit). 

Both WEP, which reduces SS retirement 
benefits and the GPO, which reduces spousal 
or survivor benefits, are consequences of work-
ing for a State which has chosen to not par-
ticipate in the federal Social Security program, 
and those states are obligated to inform their 
employees of those consequences. I know that 
doesn’t make your situation any less frustrat-
ing, but Congress “justifies” these provisions 
as being necessary to equalize how benefits are 
paid to all Social Security beneficiaries. 

There are about 2 million beneficiaries af-
fected by WEP and over 700,000 affected by 
the GPO, most of whom share your displea-

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Please see SOCIAL SECURITY, page 20
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LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

Events&announcements scheduleannouncements schedule
Richard R. Green 
Insurance Agency toy 
and supply drive 

Initiative is in its 18th year 

HAMPDEN -- Richard R. 
Green Insurance Agency, Inc. is 
doing its 18th annual collection 
of toys for children and supplies 
for veterans’ gift bags. This 
year, the toys will benefit the I 
Found Light Foundation located 
in Springfield. The gifts for vet-
erans will be brought to the VA 
Center in Leeds. 

For our veterans, the wish 
list for women includes clothing 
sizes 6-18, shoes sizes 9-12 and 
feminine products. For men: new 
socks and undergarments. Also, 
especially important for both 
men and women: gift cards to lo-
cal stores, deodorant, toothpaste, 
razors, shaving cream, shampoo, 
conditioner, soap, lotion, body 
wash and blankets. 

The insurance agency will be 
collecting new, unwrapped toys 
and veterans’ gifts through Dec. 
13 and is collecting at the Hamp-
den office located at 32 Somers 
Road and Monson office located 
at 128 Main St.  This year, the 
insurance agency will match the 
first $500 in collected items FOR 
BOTH THE CHILDREN AND 
THE VETS. Please call 566-
0028 for more information.

Christmas Tree Festi-
val on display Dec. 10

WILBRAHAM -- The 
Christmas Tree Festival at the 
Old Meeting House Museum at 
450 Main St. will be held for a 
second Sunday on Dec. 10 from 
2-4 p.m., and the focus will be 
on youth with refreshments of 
cookies and milk instead of 
mulled cider. There will be a vis-
it from Mrs. Claus, a scavenger 
hunt and crafts.

The museum, operated by the 
Atheneum Society of Wilbraham 
for the town, is free and open to 
the public. On both dates there 
will be a total of nine Christmas 
trees on display decorated by 
various local organizations. The 
Gift Shop will be open.

For more information about 

the Old Meeting House Open 
House, email president@wilbra-
hamatheneum.org.

Wilbraham
Community Chorus to 
present winter
concerts Dec. 3 and 9

WILBRAHAM -- The Wil-
braham Community Chorus will 
present the second of its annu-
al winter concerts on Saturday, 
Dec. 9 at First Church of Christ, 
Longmeadow at 2 p.m. 

The 70-voice Chorus is ac-
companied by both Marcia 
Jackson and Todd Rovelli and 
conducted by Raymond Drury. 
Drury has selected an intriguing 
and varied program consisting of 
choral masterpieces from yester-
day and today, folk songs, pop 
tunes, broadway classics and 
seasonal numbers from com-
posers such as Vivaldi, Forrest, 
Gjeilo, Bernon, Blake, Berlin 
and others.

Of particular interest will be 
performances by Jackson and 
Rovelli of 4 - hand piano music, 
and a small chamber choir se-
lected from the larger group. The 
concert is open to the public and 
admission is free. A free-will 
offering will be taken. The con-
cert is partially supported by The 
Longmeadow and Wilbraham 
Arts Councils.

Wilbraham Garden 
Club to meet Dec. 7

WILBRAHAM -- The De-
cember meeting of the Wilbra-
ham Garden Club will be held 
on Thursday, Dec. 7 at noon, at 
St. Cecelia’s Parish Center on 
Main Street in Wilbraham. A 
special Christmas luncheon will 
be served.

Once again, we will be en-
tertained by the wit and wisdom 
of floral designer, Matt Flatow. 
from Flowers, Flowers on 758 
Sumner Ave., Springfield. Matt 
will demonstrate and discuss his 
floral arranging techniques. He 
will be designing some beautiful 
arrangements for the holidays 
that will be raffled at the end of 
the presentation.

We will be extending invi-
t a t i o n s 
to area 
g a r d e n 
c l u b s , 
so come 
early, get 

a good seat, sit back and enjoy 
this wonderful program.

Federated Community 
Church to hold
Winterfest Holiday 
Craft Fair Dec. 9

HAMPDEN – The Federat-
ed Community Church, located 
at 590 Main Street, is holding a 
Winterfest Holiday Craft Fair on 
Saturday, Dec. 9, from 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m. 

Breakfast with Santa will oc-
cur from 8-10 a.m. 

St. Cecilia Women’s 
Club’s to meet Dec. 12 

WILBRAHAM – The St. Ce-
cilia Women’s Club’s December 
meeting takes place on Tuesday, 
Dec. 12 beginning with Litur-
gy at 5:30 p.m. followed by a 
catered dinner accompanied by 
season music from one of our fa-
vorite performers, Freddie Mar-
ion!  Reservations are required.  
For more information, please 
contact co-chair Dottie Paluck at 
(413) 596.8000.  We are asking if 
you could please bring a sweater 
or sweatshirt to this meeting for 
children or adults in need.  We 
greatly appreciate it!

Wilbraham Women’s 
Club to meet Dec. 14

WILBRAHAM -- The De-
cember meeting of the Wilbra-
ham Women’s Club will take 
place on Thursday, Dec. 14 at St. 
Cecelia’s Parish Center on Main 
Street in Wilbraham. The Social 
Hour will begin at 11:30 a.m. 
and the luncheon is at noon. At 
this meeting there will be many 
delicious “hot” dishes and des-
serts.

Join us for this fun-filled 
Christmas meeting. We will play 
some holiday themed games for 
prizes, and laughs.

Rick’s Place celebrates 
selection as a Big Y 
Community Bag 
Program Beneficiary

WILBRAHAM -- Rick’s 
Place has been selected as a ben-
eficiary of the Big Y Community 
Bag Program for the month of 
December.

The Big Y Community Bag 
Program, which launched in Jan-
uary 2019, is a reusable bag pro-
gram that facilitates community 
support with the goal to make 
a difference in the communities 
where shoppers live and work.

Rick’s Place was selected as 
the December beneficiary of the 
program by store leadership at 
the Big Y located at 2035 Boston 
Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095.  
Rick’s Place will receive a $1 
donation every time the $2.50 
reusable Community Bag is pur-
chased at this location during 
December.

“We are delighted that Rick’s 
Place has been chosen as the 
beneficiary for the month of De-
cember. We know how difficult 
the holiday season can be for 
families who are grieving a loss. 
This Big Y Community Bag Pro-
gram helps us help others.” said 
Therese Ross, executive director 
of Rick’s Place. “A supportive 
community is pivotal for fam-
ilies and Big Y’s dedication to 
sharing and caring truly makes 
an impact.”

Rick’s Place is a nonprofit 
based in Wilbraham, MA. Since 
2007, Rick’s Place has been pro-
viding free grief support to youth 
and their families in western MA 
and northern CT. Learn more 
about Rick’s Place by visiting 
www.ricksplacema.org.

For more information on the 
Big Y Community Bag Program, 
visit bigy.2givelocal.com.

Heritage ‘Pops’
Orchestra Christmas 
Party Dinner and 
Dance

LUDLOW – Celebrate the 
Christmas season with the big 
band sounds of the 19-piece 
Heritage “Pops” Orchestra with 
vocals by Ann Maggs on Dec. 15 
at the Polish American Citizens 
Club on 355 East St. 

The event includes hors 
d’oeuvres from 5:30-6:30 p.m., 
a grand buffet dinner by John Di-
otalevi at 6:30 p.m. and dessert. 
Music and dancing will occur 
from 7-10 p.m. 

Advance tickets cost $25 per 
person and are available at the 
PACC bar or by calling Bob at 
413-636-7588 or calling Paul at 
413-800-4164. 

There will be a giant wood 
dance floor, a cash bar and a 
50/50 raffle.

Wilbraham Men’s
Glee Club to begin 
rehearsals

WILBRAHAM -- The Wil-
braham Men’s Glee Club will 
begin rehearsals for the 2024 
concert season on Monday eve-
ning, Jan. 8, 2024, at Christ 
The King Lutheran/Episcopal 
Church, Wilbraham at 7 p.m. Re-
hearsals will continue each Mon-
day thereafter at Christ The King 
Lutheran/Episcopal Church at 7 
p.m. until local performances in 
late April.  

The chorus is conducted by 
Ray Drury and accompanied 
by Marcia Jackson. Drury has 
selected a varied program for 
Men’s voices consisting of con-
temporary works, folksongs, pop 
tunes and sea shanteys.

Interested singers should be 
able to “carry a tune” and be 
willing to pay a nominal fee for 
sheet music. No audition is re-
quired. Hope to see you there!

St. Cecilia Parish to 
present 25th Festival 
of Carols Dec. 10
at 4 p.m.

WILBRAHAM – Some 
might say, “Timing is every-
thing.”

So, members of the St. Ce-
cilia Adult Choir are hoping a 
change of time for the annual 
Festival of Carols from eve-
ning to late afternoon will make 
it easier to attend the annual 
Christmas concert, which will 
be held on Sunday, Dec. 10 at 4 
p.m. in the church, located at 42 
Main St. in Wilbraham. The per-
formance is free but a free will 
offering will be accepted.

The time change was first 
suggested by longtime choir 
member and alto Luanna Rob-
erts. She noted that many people 
do not want to go out on Sunday 
nights. 

The 2023 concert will have 
special meaning for alto Janet 
Shea, since she and her husband 
will be moving to a retirement 
home in another state next year. 
“The choir feels like family and 
the spirit of the holidays blankets 
everyone there in joy,” she said. 
“I will miss these events more 
than anything else we do.”

  

Tell Us What
You Think

Share your thoughts and suggestions 
with our staff and your fellow readers.

Participate in our opinion pages, 
or contact us anytime with your feedback!

TIMES
www.wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com

tyler@turley.com  •  413.283.8393

Your Community Newspaper

Wilbraham-Hampden
NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.dzbierksi@turley.com
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OBITUARIES

Death 
Notices

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Spiritual leaders
  7. Salt
 13. Fortified wine
 14. Edible mollusk
 16. It begins with them
 17. A way to compare
 19. Governmentt 

lawyer
 20. Back parts
 22. 8th month (abbr.)
 23. Very willing
 25. __ ex machina
 26. Satisfies
 28. Quebec river
 29. A doctrine
 30. Popular pickup 

truck
 31. Dekagram
 33. Naturally occurring 

solid material
 34. Company officer
 36. Villains
 38. Cricket frogs
 40. German founder of 

psychology
 41. Endured
 43. A female domestic

 44. A “place” to avoid
 45. Cigarette (slang)
 47. Canadian politician 

Josephine
 48. French ballet/

acting dynasty
 51. Employee stock 

ownership plan
 53. Belonging to the 

bottom
 55. Sound
 56. Yankees’ slugger 

Judge
 58. Dickens character
 59. More wise
 60. Flash memory 

card
 61. Exposing human 

vice or folly to 
ridicule

 64. Atomic #79
 65. Longtime Braves 

pitcher Julio
 67. Humor
 69. Shawl
 70. Preliminary 

assessment of 
patients

CLUES DOWN
   1. Animal disease
  2. Commercial
  3. Craft supply
  4. Storage units
  5. Investment vehicle
  6. Colorado Heisman 

winner
  7. In a way, sank
  8. Post-birth brain 

damage (abbr.)
  9. Lay about
 10. Intestinal
 11. The opposite of 

yes
 12. Caused to be loved
 13. Messianic in 

Islamic eschatology
 15. Showing since 

conviction
 18. Not safe
 21. The number above 

the line in a fraction
 24. Yard invader
 26. Pouch
 27. Swedish krona
 30. Start anew
  32. While white or 

yellow flower
 35. Fourteen
 37. Graphical user 

interface
 38. Up-to-date on the 

news
 39. Campaigns
 42. Touch softly
 43. “Boardwalk 

Empire” actress 
Gretchen

 46. Violent seizure of 
property

 47. One who supports 
the Pope

 49. Anxiety
 50. Body fluid
 52. Phony person
 54. Title of respect
 55. Chilean city
 57. City in central 

Japan
 59. Silk garment
 62. Draw from
 63. Automobile
 66. Man
 68. Legal bigwig 

(abbr.)

MONSON — Bonita M. 
Clavette, 42, passed away sudden-
ly, Nov. 29, 2023. She was born in 
Hammond, IN on July 30, 
1981, to Thad and Valerie 
(VanAlen) Clavette.  She 
was a high school graduate 
and a graduate of Northern 
Illinois University. Boni-
ta has lived in Monson for 
over 10 years and has been 
a shift supervisor for the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Developmental Services. 

She enjoyed garden-
ing, growing many types of 
flowers and vegetables. Bonita also 
had a musical talent playing the 
both the banjo and cello. She also 
had a love of animals and will be 
deeply missed by her cats, Squir-
rel, Putty Tat and Puffer Fish.

Bonnie leaves her loving par-
ents, Thad and Valerie Clavette 
of Hampden; her sisters, Betsy 
Clavette and her husband, Justin 
Verville of Wilbraham, Brenda 
Clavette and her husband, Dan 
Matthews of Stafford Springs, CT;, 
her nieces, Casper Clavette, Wil-
low Verville, Everly Verville and 

nephew, Dylan Verville; her ma-
ternal grandmother, Bonita Green 
and maternal grandfather, Richad 

VanAlen; many aunts 
and uncles, Eric and 
Colleen VanAlen, Sta-
cey and Karl Kindt, 
George and Georgina 
Mayer, Michael and 
Julie Clavette, Paul 
and Kathy Clavette, 
Jill Werderman, Pat-
rick Clavette, Jim and 
Barb Clavette, John 
and Shari Clavette. 
Bonita was prede-

ceased by her paternal grandpar-
ents Delbert and Jean Clavette and 
her uncle Dan Clavette.

Visiting hours will be held 
Thursday, Dec. 7, 2023, from 
noon to 2 p.m. at Lombard Funer-
al Home 3 Bridge Street, Monson, 
MA. In lieu of flowers please con-
sider a memorial donation to Here 
Today Adopted Tomorrow Ani-
mal Sanctuary 180 Sturbridge Rd. 
Brimfield, MA 01010. For online 
condolences please vistitwww.
lombardfuneralhome.com.

 

WILBRAHAM — Carol Ann 
(Doyle) Walker, 83, died peace-
fully, after a battle with Alz-
heimer’s, on Tuesday, Nov. 28, 
2023, at home. Born in Hartford, 
CT to the late Parker and Beulah 
Doyle, she was raised in Middle-
town, CT through a young age, 
until they moved to Waterford, 
CT. Carol’s father, Parker, was an 
Executive with the Boy Scouts 
for CT. 

In her youth, Carol enjoyed 
assisting her father, due to his 
poor health, at his office and 
Boy Scout Camp. She attended 
school through her junior year in 
Waterford, CT. After her father’s 
death in Waterford, CT, she and 
her mother Beulah moved to Six-
teen Acres, a suburb of Spring-
field, MA, and Carol graduated 
from Classical High School in 
Springfield, MA. 

A talented seamstress, Car-
ol graduated from Tailor School 
and retired from Marshall’s after 
33 enjoyable years of service. On 
Jan. 12, 1985, Carol married Ken 
at First Congregational Church 
on Chicopee Street in Chicopee, 
and they resided in Wilbraham. 
Carol was a very caring and 
giving person and enjoyed vol-

unteering for many years at the 
USO at Westover Air Reserve 
Base. 

In addition to her parents, Car-
ol was also predeceased by her 
son Jonathon Everett. Carol will 
be sadly missed by her beloved 
husband of 38 years Kenneth 
Walker, her daughter Suzanne M. 
Croteau and her husband George, 
daughter in law Tammy L. Ever-
ett, grandchildren; Alyson Rose 
and Madyson Ann Everett and 
three stepchildren; Thomas K. 
Walker and his wife Cheryl, John 
A. Walker and his wife Denise 
and Brenda DeWilde and her 
husband Richard. 

A private burial will take 
place in Hillcrest Park Cemetery, 
Springfield, MA. Wilbraham Fu-
neral Home, 2551 Boston Road, 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 has been 
entrusted with the arrangements. 
Anyone wishing to send a condo-
lence to Ken may mail it, in care 
of, Wilbraham Funeral Home. In 
lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be sent to Holyoke 
VNA and Hospice Life Care, 575 
Beech St., Holyoke, MA 01040, 
or call 413-534-5691 to make 
donations.

Bonita M. Clavette, 42
Died Nov. 29, 2023

Services Dec. 7, 2023
Lombard Funeral 

Home

Carol Ann (Doyle) 
Walker, 83

Died Nov. 28, 2023
Wilbraham Funeral 

Home

Bonita M. Clavette
1981-2023

Carol A. Walker
June 4, 1940 – Nov. 28, 2023

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

WILBRAHAM – With a focus on 
youngsters in the community, Mrs. Claus 
will make a visit to the Old Meeting 
House Museum Christmas Tree Festival 
on Sunday, Dec. 10 from 3 – 5 p.m. She 
will read Christmas stories with the chil-
dren but folks of all ages are welcome.

There will be nine Christmas trees on 
display decorated by various local organi-
zations. The event is being coordinated by 
Atheneum Society Trustee Marriane Wag-
ner. Last week, Wagner announced the 
lineup of participating groups who have 
decorated trees this year. They are: Five 
Star Gardens, Friends of the Wilbraham 
Library, Karen Geoghan Photography, St. 
Cecilia’s Women’s Club, Wilbraham Art 
League, Wilbraham Children’s Museum, 
Wilbraham Flowers, Wilbraham Garden 
Club, and Wilbraham United Church.

The program also features cookies 
and milk, crafts and a scavenger hunt for 
the children. Examples of clues from last 
year’s Scavenger Hunt are: “What room 
has a cross stitch tree with small orna-
ments?” 

“What is on the top of the tree decorat-
ed by Five Star Gardens?”

 Or, “What type of bird is on display 
on the Wilbraham Flowers tree?”

The Gift Shop will be open during fes-
tival hours and offers Wilbraham memo-
rabilia in addition to town history books, 
and stationery. It is one of the few places 
that one can buy tee shirts, sweatshirts 

and hats with the name “Wilbraham” on 
it,” said Karen Geaghan, the Atheneum 
vice president.

For more information about the Old 
Meeting House Open House, email presi-
dent@wilbrahamatheneum.org.

(Atheneum Society photo)
Clipboard from last year’s kids Scavenger 
Hunt features clues. 

Christmas Tree Festival continues Dec. 10

WILBRAHAM — The Wilbra-
ham Friends of the Library would like  
to remind residents that a member-
ship to the WFOL is a gift that gives  
back all year long.

Memberships start at $15, fit everyone 
and don’t end up in a closet waiting to be 
re-gifted. The funds collected from mem-
bership fees go to the Wilbraham Public Li-
brary to support programs for all ages, the 
popular museum pass program, furnish-
ings and other needed library equipment. 
What does the gift recipient get from a 

membership? Knowing that you care 
enough about the library they use to help 
support it. When they check out a museum 
pass, they will think of you. When they 
attend a musical or educational program, 
they will think of you. Maybe they will  
even invite you to join them! 
To purchase a gift membership, drop by 
the library or email friends@wilbraham-
library.org. A card notifying the recipient 
of the gift will be sent to them.

For more information, contact the 
Friends at friends@wilbrahamlibrary.org.

WFOL membership is a gift that 
keeps on giving
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www.richardgreeninsurance.com 
Fax: 413-267-3496

Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

• AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE

32 Somers Rd., Hampden • 566-0028128 Main St., Monson • 267-3495

Two Locations:

Please visit our website for an auto,
homeowners, or life insurance quotes

• Great Locations • Registry service
• Quotes gladly given • We make housecalls

2341 Boston Rd.,
(Rt. 20) Wilbraham

413.279.2020
route20barandgrille.com

Serving: Tuesday-Wednesday 4-9pm
Thursday-Saturday 11:30am-9:30pm

Sunday 11:30am-8pm
with EXTENDED BAR HOURS EVERY NIGHT

Bar & Grille
EST. 2016

CLOSED Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve & Christmas Day

ORDER OUR 
TRAYS TO GO 

FOR ALL YOUR 
HOLIDAY 

PARTIES & 
CELEBRATIONS!

Our Annual 
Stuff The Truck Event!
Sunday, December 10th Noon-8pm

December 19th-23rd
For every $50 gift card purchased 

you receive an extra $10!
The gift you know they’ll really enjoy!

Gift Card Special!Gift Card Special!

Donate much needed toys 
and warm winter outerwear. 

For kids ages 5-12.
Must be new and unwrapped. 

Receive a FREE PASTA 
DINNER with your donation 

as our thank you!
We are happy to accept 

donations anytime 
before December 10th.

’ Tis the Season...
to celebrate with 
family & friends!

Join us throughout the holidays

All roads lead to 
ROUTE 20 BAR & GRILLE

Exit 7 Players presents
Irving Berlin’s

White Christmas
December 7th, 8th, 9th at 8pm

December 10th at 2pm
Tickets: 413-583-4301

exit7players.org
Exit 7 Theater • 137 Chestnut St., Ludlow

Boards and Commissions 
vacancies also presented

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM -- The Select Board dis-
cussed ideas on Dec. 4 regarding guidelines 
for consideration for a Citizens Open Fo-
rum.

Selectman Michael Squindo was absent 
this week.

After Chairman Theresa Goodrich 
explained how this item needed to be ad-
dressed after the last few meetings, Town 
Administrator Nick Breault presented sug-
gestions, including putting language on 
the meeting agendas on what citizens open 
forum is, considering how long residents 
could speak and any policy relative to mea-
sures to how the board should respond to 
questions, whether through the town ad-
ministrator or through other town depart-
ments that might need to be included.

Goodrich recalled how measures were 
discussed before and the board agreed “that 
we would not have to answer or supply an 
answer that evening to any kind of ques-
tions posed by citizens during the open fo-
rum, and I think we kind of stuck with that.”

Goodrich felt it was important for citi-
zens to share their thoughts with the board.

“I think that, you know, we certainly 
want to encourage folks to speak up and talk 
to us and obviously we are of them and by 
them and for them,” Goodrich said. “That’s 
our whole purpose here; to help everyone in 
town enjoy our town as much as possible.”

Goodrich said the idea of having a writ-
ten format of the policy available during 
meetings would be helpful.

“I know for myself, I would find that 
helpful if I was coming to a meeting to ask a 

question and didn’t know town government 
format, policies, you know, all the rules that 
go along with it. I think that would be help-
ful,” Goodrich said.

Select Board member Sue Bunnell 
confirmed the standard of practice for cit-
izens open forum for a long time is basi-
cally “a one-way providing information and 
thoughts and concerns to the board.”

Bunnell added the Hampden-Wilbra-
ham Regional School District School Com-
mittee has their format on open forum print-
ed in their agendas.

“I think it’s a consideration that we 
should take a look at. Just a couple of lines 
that say ‘citizens’ remarks will be enter-
tained during open forum and the general 
parameters are ‘x’,” Bunnell said.

Breault said he can return to the board 
with some guidelines.

Another highlight of the meeting was 
Boards and Commissions with vacancies.

Currently, there is one opening on the 
Finance Committee with two interested 
candidates, two member and one associ-
ate member openings on the Conservation 
Committee, two openings on the Personnel 
Advisory Board, one opening on the Eco-
nomic Development Committee and one 
opening on the Community Preservation 
Committee, with an appointment to be com-
pleted through the Historical Commission.

Concerning the Finance Committee, 
the board will talk with Finance Commit-
tee Chair Kevin Hanks for his feedback and 
offer the candidates the option to interview 
with them.

Goodrich encouraged residents to con-
tact the Select Board’s office if they have 
questions about joining a board or commis-
sion.

“Everyone in the office is happy to give 
information on the committees and what 
they do and it’s a good way to get your feet 
wet and step into town government so to 
speak,” Goodrich said.

Select Board discusses ideas on 
guidelines for Citizens Open Forum

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM -- The Se-
lect Board discussed on Dec. 
4 a recent flag request and flag 
policies for the town.

The flag request came 
from a person representing the 
Pro-Life Legal Defense Fund, 
or PLLDF, who also asked the 
town clerk for information 
about flag-raising policies in 
Wilbraham.

Town Administrator Nick 
Breault explained he searched 
through the town clerk, by-
laws and Veterans Service 
Director for any established 
flag-raising policies.

None were found.
“I can tell you that I don’t 

recall a time in my tenure here 
that we received a request to 
raise a third-party flag, but 
that doesn’t mean that we wouldn’t raise 
100%,” Breault said.

This led to questions on how to 
proceed, with Breault providing his 
thoughts.

“The board could vote to deny it 
based on past practice and then see what 
happens and, you know, vote to have the 
policy in. But, the research and the things 
that I’ve seen indicate that if the board de-
nies the request, it could be challenged,” 
Breault said. “And then if the board is 
not prepared or has more questions and 
does not take action on policy tonight, 
then any third-party request that comes 
in between now and when the board does 
vote for one, then those would also have 
to be honored probably.”

Select Board member Sue Bunnell 
was disappointed to hear a policy was 
not in place as the issue came up earlier 
on in her tenure, looking for clarification 
on what the motion should look like.

“I guess what I’m looking for is you 
mentioned that we can establish a length 
date of the flying and the duration, if I 
understood it correctly, for acceptance 
of the request, which might protect the 
town to some extent from being in viola-
tion,” Bunnell said.

The motion to allow the 
Select Board to approve the 
flag request of flying the 
PLLDF flag for 24 hours on 
one specific day between 
now and the end of 2023 
passed 2-0.

Following this, the 
board reviewed a flag poli-
cy for consideration for the 
town.

Chairman Theresa Go-
odrich reiterated what the 

flag policy will be.
“Our flag policy is going to stipulate 

that we fly the flag of the United States 
of America, the official P.O.W. flag, the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts flag or 
the Town of Wilbraham flag,” Goodrich 
said.

Bunnell asked Breault about military 
flags.

“When you mention military flags 
on Memorial Day, Veterans Day, Pur-
ple Heart Day, are those the individual 
branches of service flags?” Bunnell said.

Breault confirmed yes, with Go-
odrich clarifying they are designated 
United States military flags, wanting to 
make sure those are, also, stipulated in 
the flag policy.

Bunnell also mentioned other town 
department flags for the record.

“There’s also flags of the Wilbraham 
Police Department, the Wilbraham Fire 
Department or any other flag emblematic 
of a town department would be allowed 
at the request of the Select Board or the 
Town Administrator or its designee as an 
expression of the town’s official senti-
ments,” Bunnell said.

The motion to adopt the flag policy as 
amended was approved 2-0.

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers 
Select Board Chairman Theresa Goodrich and Vice 
Chairman Sue Bunnell reflect on how to pursue the 
discussion on a recent flag request and flag policies 
during the Dec. 4 Select Board meeting. 

Wilbraham Select Board
discusses flag request and policies



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESPage 10 December 7, 2023

SPRINGFIELD -- There may 
be no “joy” in the holidays when 
facing them alone for the first 
time after the death of a loved 
one.  

Looking at an empty chair 
at the table can bring a rush of 
emotions and it doesn’t matter 
how long it has been, whether 
this year or in the past, since a 
family member or friend died. 
Grief never takes a holiday, not-
ed Dr. Stuart Anfang, vice chair 
for Clinical Services,  Psychia-
try at Baystate Health.   

“It’s only natural to experi-
ence a range of emotions such as 
sadness, loneliness, and a feeling 
of helplessness and hopeless-
ness as you navigate the hus-
tle and bustle of the holidays 
alone.    Those feelings of grief, 
especially during Thanksgiv-
ing and the December holidays, 
often become more intense for 
those preparing to spend these 
joyous occasions for the first 
time without a spouse, child or 
other beloved family member 
or friend by their side,” said An-
fang. 

But, you don’t have to suffer 
alone. 

“Recognize that you are not 

alone, and that mixed or sad feel-
ings during the holidays are not 
uncommon. Do not suffer in si-
lence and watch for the tendency 
to isolate or withdraw from oth-
ers. Denying or bottling up your 
feelings--or self-medicating with 
alcohol or drugs---are worrisome 
signs,” said Anfang.   

Anticipation of the holidays 
can cause more stress than the 
holidays themselves. 

Anfang noted that planning 
for the approaching holidays is 
the first step in developing your 
coping strategy, and there is no 
wrong or right way to deal with 
the holidays. Begin by making 
decisions that are comfortable 
for you and your family. Use 
your awareness that things are 
different to help you plan what 
makes sense. Holiday prepara-
tions, traditions, and family time 
may all feel less than normal. It is 
also important to remember that 
your emotions and energy level 
are strongly connected. Good 
self-care routines are important 
as you prepare and deal with the 
holiday season. Get plenty of rest 
and pay attention to healthy eat-
ing. Use alcohol in moderation.   
Plan self-care activities that will 

feed your mind, body and spirit. 
Give yourself permission to take 
care of yourself. 

Additional tips from 
the American Psychological As-
sociation for making a plan that 
works for you include: 

• Are there some tradi-
tions you would rather not do be-
cause they are just too painful to 
relive? Why not introduce some-
thing new into your routine?

• Do you want to cele-
brate in the same place and be re-
minded of your loved one? May-
be you might want to consider 
traveling this season instead of 
staying home. 

• Who are the people you 
want to be around? Enjoy their 
company when they invite you 
for a visit. 

• Can you handle an all-
day celebration?   Be flexible 
with yourself and let the host 
know you may only stay for a 
short while. 

The APA also reminds those 
grieving that once the holiday fi-
nally arrives, “just like any other 
day it only lasts 24 hours.” 

Anfang stressed that it’s okay 
and not a sign of weakness to 

ask for help, whether it’s help 
preparing some holiday treats, 
decorating the home, shopping, 
or just a shoulder to lean on. 

“If you wish, you can find 
a way of formally remember-
ing your loved one who is not 
physically present with you. For 
example, serving their favorite 
dessert and reflecting on the joy 
that it brought to your loved one 
in the past.  It is stressful to expe-
rience the holiday without your 
loved one, but you can find ways 
to honor and include them,” he 
said. 

Together you can share a 
holiday that is different but still 
meaningful and hopeful. As a 
family, you can add a memory 
ritual into your holiday by in-
cluding a special activity such 
as looking at old photo albums, 
making or displaying a special 
holiday decoration with signifi-
cant ties to the deceased. 

Many people also find solace 
in giving as it is the “season of 
giving,” noted Anfang. 

According to the  American 
Association of Retired Per-
sons, “it’s amazing how in times 
of grief, sometimes the biggest 
comfort is to give to others,” 

whether it’s a physical present or 
doing something nice for others 
in need or who are also hurting. 

Many people volunteer 
during the holidays, such as 
serving meals at a local shel-
ter or distributing toys to needy 
children. 

Still, for some the holidays 
may offer a reprieve from sad 
feelings and you may find your-
self caught up in the moment as 
you experience the joy of family 
and friends around you. 

“If you are noticing more 
significant symptoms causing 
impairment at work, school or 
home----problems with sleep, 
low energy, dramatic change in 
appetite or weight, inability to 
concentrate, frequent crying, 
easy irritability, thoughts of 
hurting yourself or wanting to 
die----that may be time to seek 
some professional evaluation.     
A good place to start can be your 
primary care provider or a trust-
ed clergy. Bottom line---help is 
available and do not suffer in si-
lence,” said Anfang.

Surviving your first holiday without a loved one 
HEALTH & WELLNESS

Historic fundraising effort aims to 
bolster region’s health

 
SPRINGFIELD -- Baystate Health has announced 

an historic $70 million comprehensive fundraising 
effort. Healthier Tomorrows: The Campaign for Bay-
state Health is the largest fundraising goal in Baystate 
Health’s history and focuses on raising money for 
three critical areas: capital needs, program support, 
and endowment development.

“This campaign changes the face of healthcare 
in our region,” said Baystate Health President and 
CEO Dr. Mark Keroack. “Our vision is to improve 
the health of everyone in our community by recruit-
ing top-tier medical providers, building cutting-edge 
spaces for them to practice in, enhancing our services 
to meet the changing needs of the people we serve, 
and ensuring Baystate Health is here to stay for the 
long haul.”

The $70 million goal funds several initiatives in-
cluding a state-of-the-art surgical facility at Baystate 
Medical; renovated Family Medicine practice and 
teaching space at Baystate Franklin; a Center for 
Nursing Excellence at Baystate Medical; and support 
for the endowment, with the purpose of increasing fis-
cal resilience for the organization.

Community members and Baystate Health provid-
ers and staff gathered on the evening of September 18 
to celebrate the campaign’s launch. The event, origi-
nally planned to be held in the Bolduc Family Court-
yard at Baystate Medical Center, was moved inside 
due to inclement weather. The courtyard was made 
possible by a recent gift from the Bolduc Family and 
their Hope for Youth & Families Foundation.

Lead donors have already contributed generous-
ly toward the $70 million goal. In addition to funds 
for the Bolduc Family Courtyard, campaign support 
includes a grant from the Irene E. & George A. Da-
vis Foundation in support of the new Operating and 
Interventional Procedural Rooms at Baystate Medical 
Center, two named endowed clinical chairs, program 
contributions toward the Family Medicine Residency 
Program and mobile health, and support of annual 
giving and events which reach systemwide.

“Baystate Health has been providing high-quali-
ty, compassionate healthcare to this community since 
the 1880s,” said Dr. Andrew Artenstein, chief physi-
cian executive and chief academic officer at Baystate 
Health, and president at Baystate Medical Practices. 
“It is our sincere hope that our promise to advance 
care and enhance lives will continue for the next cen-
tury and beyond. This campaign helps us secure our 
mission well into the future.”

The $70 million goal of Healthier Tomorrows: 

The Campaign for Baystate Health is comprehensive, 
meaning all gifts made during the campaign count to-
ward the historic goal.

“With roots dating to the founding of Springfield 
Hospital in 1883, Baystate has benefitted over the 
years from the generosity of community donors who 
have helped our organization to grow into the larg-
est healthcare system in western Massachusetts,” said 
Scott Berg, vice president of philanthropy for Bay-
state Health and executive director of Baystate Health 
Foundation.

“Today, every contribution, no matter the size and 
no matter what the donor chooses to direct it toward, 
matters in this campaign as Baystate continues its es-
sential role in the health of the people in our commu-
nities. Everyone has a stake in Healthier Tomorrows. 
We are truly all in this together.”

Baystate Health’s last campaign concluded in 
2012. The $23 million raised supported building 
the shell of the Hospital of the Future wing, includ-
ing space for a new emergency department and the 
Davis Family Heart & Vascular Center. Healthier 
Tomorrows: The Campaign for Baystate Health will 
help complete much of the shell space as intended to 
accommodate new technology and meet the growing 
needs of the community.

Submitted photos
Left to right: Sheldrick Streete, Chief Operating 
Officer, Baystate Medical Center and Vice President, 
Hospital Operations, Baystate Health; Dr. Andrew 
Artenstein, Chief Physician Executive and Chief 
Academic Officer, Baystate Health;  Joanne 
Miller, Chief Nurse Executive, Baystate Health and 
Chief Nursing Officer, Baystate Medical Center ; 
Dr. Mark Keroack, President and CEO, Baystate 
Health;  Samuel Skura, President, Baystate Medical 
Center and Senior Vice President of Hospital 
Operations, Baystate Health;  Scott Berg, Vice 
President of Philanthropy, Baystate Health, Executive 
Director, Baystate Health Foundation

Baystate Health launches $70M Healthier 
Tomorrows: The Campaign for Baystate Health

MiraVista introduces 
‘Top Talent Tuesdays’

HOLYOKE -- MiraVista Behavioral Health Center, a 
leading community-based provider committed to providing 
exceptional inpatient behavioral health care and outpatient 
substance use treatment is announcing the organization’s 
launch of “Top Talent Tuesdays,” an exclusive recruitment 
initiative designed to connect with top-tier nursing and men-
tal health professionals.

“Top Talent Tuesdays” is a groundbreaking recruitment 
event hosted every Tuesday from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. at 
MiraVista’s 1233 Main St. location now through Jan. 30. 

The event offers a platform for talented Registered Nurs-
es, Licensed Practical Nurses and Mental Health Techni-
cians to engage directly with hiring managers, facilitating 
on-the-spot interviews and potentially receiving job offers 
right away. Attendees will have the chance to engage in 
meaningful conversations with our experienced hiring man-
agers. This unique interaction will allow candidates to learn 
more about MiraVista and discuss how their skills align with 
the organization’s mission.

According to Alicia Morel, talent acquisition specialist 
for MiraVista Behavioral Health Center, “Direct interaction 
with hospital leadership, touring our state-of-the-art facil-
ity and meeting face-to-face with our experienced hiring 
managers provides candidates with an unprecedented day-
long, weekly opportunity to showcase skills, experience, 
and a passion for mental health care. We are committed to 
expediting the hiring process. Exceptional candidates may 
receive on-the-spot job offers, securing their place in our 
dedicated team of healthcare professionals.”

Morel added that with MiraVista’s planned expansion of 
new adult inpatient beds, “The timing career-wise is right 
for candidates to enhance their professional development 
and be rewarded for their dedication. Sign on bonuses of 
$35,000 for RNs and $10,000 for LPNs will be available 
for the right top talent. This is a tangible expression of our 
commitment to investing in our team.”

Joel Doolin, Executive Vice President of MiraVista and 
its sister facility, TaraVista added, “At MiraVista Behavioral 
Health Center, we believe that our success is driven by the 
exceptional individuals who make up our team. Top Talent 
Tuesdays is our way of connecting with the best and bright-
est in the healthcare industry and inviting them to be a part 
of our mission to provide unparalleled patient care. With a 
focus on innovation and excellence, MiraVista is committed 
to attracting and retaining top healthcare professionals to 
ensure best possible patient outcomes.”

To participate in Top Talent Tuesdays, interested candi-
dates can RSVP by visiting https://jobs.miravistabhc.care/
miravista-0216-miravistagiringevent?icid=internal:career-
site:miravistagiringevent:rnlpnmht:popup:0216.

Don’t miss this opportunity to take the next step in your 
career journey. Candidates are encouraged to bring multiple 
copies of their resume.
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE
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Hours: Monday-Thursday 8am-5pm

85 Post Office Park
Suite 8503

Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-3881

www.wilbrahamfamilydentistry.com

• Cosmetic dentistry, whitening, veneers, crowns & bridges
• Digital X-Rays & Photographs
• Same Day digital crowns using our CEREC machine
• Implant Restorations
• CareCredit -  A convenient monthly payment plan
• Most insurance plans acceptedOur family keeping your family smiling!

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

Christian and Cody Erskine organized a food drive with Soule Road School and the Community Survival Center in Indian Orchard. Soule Road School 
donated 291 pounds of food. Thank you so much for your generosity! Photo courtesy of Cheryl Erskine. 

Children’s Librarian Rachel Smythe took this 
photo at her monthly Craft & Play program on 
Saturday, Nov. 25. Photo courtesy of the Wilbraham 

Public Library. 

Readers are encouraged to send 
in medium to high resolution 

photos for this page by e-mail to 
dzbierski@turley.com or mail to 

TIMES, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Please note that if you send 
us a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 

background. Examples:
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain.

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Pictured here is the Hampden Garden Club, which does an amazing job decorating the Hampden library 
every year for the holidays. Pictured left to right standing are Elizabeth Frederick, Mary Ellen Bickley and 
Judy Brewer, and pictured left to right in front are Paula Messier, Lil Fedora, Judie Gagnon and Nancy 
Salerno. Photo courtesy of Ellen Moriarty, director of the Hampden Free Public Library. 

Members of the 
Saint Cecilia 

Women’s Club 
decorated a tree 

at The Old Meeting 
House in honor 

of St. Francis of 
Assisi, patron saint 

of animals.  Each 
year in October 

the church hosts 
a blessing of the 
animals. (L to R) 
Pat Tessier, Fran 

Perguidi, Madelyn 
Sheehan, Mary 

Manning, Marguerite 
Basile and Tess 

Girhiny. Photo courtesy 
of Sue Agnew. 
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Hours: Monday-Thursday 8am-5pm

85 Post Office Park
Suite 8503

Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-3881

www.wilbrahamfamilydentistry.com

• Cosmetic dentistry, whitening, veneers, crowns & bridges
• Digital X-Rays & Photographs
• Same Day digital crowns using our CEREC machine
• Implant Restorations
• CareCredit -  A convenient monthly payment plan
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Christian and Cody Erskine organized a food drive with Soule Road School and the Community Survival Center in Indian Orchard. Soule Road School 
donated 291 pounds of food. Thank you so much for your generosity! Photo courtesy of Cheryl Erskine. 

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

Community Bulletin Board

Send us in your announcements!
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, please keep it to less than 50 words. 
Please send to dzbierski@turley.com

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Happy 4th Birthday

Jaxson! 
Love Mommy, Daddy,
Harper, Charley, Nana,
Grammy, and Grampy.

Historical
Christmas Sprit…

Marty Lyman, trustee of the 
Wilbraham Atheneum Society’s Old 

Meeting House Museum, stands 
with the Christmas Tree decorated 

by Karen Geaghan Photography 
at the museum’s Christmas 

Tree Festival Dec. 3. The festival 
continues on Sunday, Dec. 10 at 2 

p.m. Photo courtesy of Charles F. Bennett.

Ice carving on a rainy day…
Ice carver Joey Almeida starts work (left) 
on carving an angel out of a 300-pound 
block of ice at the Old Meeting House 
Museum Christmas Tree Festival on a 
rainy day Dec. 3. Eventually (right) he 
needed an umbrella to keep it dry. 
Photo courtesy of Charles F. Bennett. 
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READERS! 
Send in your pet picture for our “Pet of the Month” 
and receive a free weekend get-away or spa package for 
your pet courtesy of Porter Road Pet Care. 
Email your photos to:  jwalker@turley.com. 
Please include your name and your pet’s name.

PET PAGEPET PAGE
PET OF THE MONTH

Meet Molly!Meet Molly!

5 Holiday Plants to 
Keep Away from 

Your Pets
• Poinsettias: mildly toxic to dogs 

and cats, can cause nausea, 
vomiting, and diarrhea.

• Lilies: every part of this plant 
is toxic to pets, especially cats, 
including pollen and flowers.

• Holly: the spiky-edged leaves and 
holly berries can cause varied 
symptoms when eaten, from 
drooling and vomiting to excessive 
head shaking when large amounts 
have been ingested.

• Mistletoe: when consumed in 
large quantities, the chemicals 
found in mistletoe berries can 
result in incoordination, abnormal 
heart rate, and low blood pressure. 

• Amaryllis: can negatively impact 
blood pressure and lead to 
seizures.

• Christmas trees: pine needles can 
cause irritation in the mouth and 
upset stomach if chewed, because 
of the oils that will be released.

Molly was a rescue 
over a year ago from 
a local shelter. She’s 
about 5 and a border 
collie mix. She like to 
dig holes, play with 
her toys and her BFF 
Buster, my brother’s 
dog, and loves to be 
petted and rubbed!  
S h e  c h a s e s  o u r 
chickens and has a 
comfy spot on our 
bed to sleep. A great 
companion for  my 
disabled Vet husband. 
(Susan Blake of Ludlow 
sent us their beloved 
Molly.)

Got Your Attention?
Advertise on the 
Pet Page and
give your 
business the 
exposure
it needs to 
succeed.

Call
Jocelyn
Walker at 
413-283-8393
or email:
jwalker@
turley.com

ELDOTC
East Longmeadow Dog

Obedience Training Club
Classes held at 

546 Main Street, Hampden, MA
Classes held every Monday-Thursday evenings

We Teach You How to Train Your Dog!

Facebook.com/eastlongmeadowdogobedience

Obedience Training - 
Beginner to Utility

For Information or to Register
Call (413) 355-0553

eastlongmeadowdogobedience.com

Are you getting a new 
puppy or adopted dog 

for Christmas?

Start him off right 
with obedience 

training at ELDOTC!

Thinking about getting 
a new dog or puppy for Christmas?

Be sure to research breeds 
so you choose the best dog for you! 

Our puppy classes start as young as 8 weeks.

• Private training in your home 
or my Wilbraham facility

• Socialization classes

• Intro to your puppy or new 
rescue training 

• Basic obedience, 
 life and manners training
• Environmental training

•
2400 Boston Road 

Wilbraham 
413-246-0859

AKC Certified

•

10% OFF GIFT CERTIFICATES

Holiday  Holiday  
  Specials!  Specials!

568 Main Street, Wilbraham, MA 01095 
413-596-8752         longleashllc.com

• Free Studio Portrait Session with a great variety of 
photographs to choose from.

• 8x10 print with mat
• 30 Christmas cards with 4x6 prints & envelopes
• Proof Sheet of session
• 10% off the regular price for additional prints or digital files
• All for just $49.95
• On location for $74.95

Wilbraham Animal Hospital
2424 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

413.596.8395
wilbrahamanimalhospital.com

East Springfield Veterinary Hospital
525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA
413.739.6389 • esvhospital.com
(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291)

Open Nights & Weekends

WILBRAHAM
Animal Hospital

Andrew R. Hersman, DVM
Lynn Dgetluck, DVM 

William D. Anderson, DVM
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM

Denise Chiminiello, DVM
Leah Guidry, DVM

Madison Harris, DVM
Amy Zander &

 Andrew Hersman, DVM

• Day Care 
• Boarding                         
 Web Cams  
 Air Conditioning
 Large Indoor/
 Outdoor 
 Accommodations
 Playtime Available- 
 fenced in 1/4 acre lot

141 Porter Road
East Longmeadow MA

413-525-3532

Po
rt

er 
Road Pet Care

Boarding . Day Care .
 Gr

oo
mi

ng
 

Porter Road Pet Care

www.porterroadpetcare.com

Save $5
on Daycare, 
Grooming 

or Boarding 
Services

Limit 1 coupon per pet.
Expires 12/31/23

• SPA Services 
   Available
 Bathing
 Haircuts
 Maincures
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SPORTS

WILBRAHAM – After 
missing out on the state tour-
nament against by just one win, 
the Minnechaug Regional High 
School boys basketball team is 
looking to up its game this sea-
son. The Falcons faced Bristol 

Eastern in a scrimmage this 
week as it gets ready for the sea-
son opener. Minnechaug opens 
up its regular season Wednes-
day, Dec. 13 against Wahconah 
Regional at 7 p.m.

Falcons looking
for tourney berth 

this season Nick Disa looks 
at an opponent 
as he dribbles 

to the hoop.

Ian Angelica gets ready to shoot.

Caden Duke goes for an 
underhand layup.

Jomar Feliciano fakes and then 
drives to the hoop.

DJ Johnson dribbles around the 
perimeter

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande

PVSOA 
presents 
year-end 
awards

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—The Pioneer Val-
ley Soccer Officials Association 
(PVSOA), which was formed 
in 1946, held its annual banquet 
at the Polish American Citizens 
Club in Ludlow on Dec. 1.

WILBRAHAM – The Min-
nechaug Regional High School 
girls basketball were part of 
both the Western Mass and Di-
vision 2 state tournaments last 
season, though they never ex-

perienced any competition from 
out of the region. After falling in 
the semifinals of Western Mass. 
against Amherst last year, the 
Falcons faced Holyoke in the 
opening round of the state tour-

nament, falling in that matchup. 
This year, Minnechaug hopes 
a year of experience will move 
them forward as they open up 

the regular season. The Falcons 
are next set to play on Tuesday, 
Dec. 12 against Northampton at 
7 p.m.

Girls seeks another state tournament appearance

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Kylie Ray was the Large Schools 
MVP.

Mia Bolduc 
dribbles lows 

during drills

Lylah Jeannotte works during 
practice last Wednesday.

Ainsley Holden watches her 
dribble during a drill last week.

The players trying out for Minnechaug girls basketball watch a 
demonstration from their coach.

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande

Please see AWARDS, page 17
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Boys Basketball
Wednesday, Dec. 13 Home Wahconah 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 15 Home Agawam 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 19 Away Taconic 7 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 21 Away Tantasqua 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 29 Home West Springfield 12 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 3 Home Northampton 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 4 Away Westfield 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 8 Home Longmeadow 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 11 Home Commerce 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 16 Away Chicopee Comp. 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 18 Away East Longmeadow 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 22 Home Westfield 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 24 Away Pittsfield  7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 29 Away Commerce 7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 1 Home Chicopee Comp. 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 6 Home East Longmeadow 7 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 9 Away Pope Francis 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 13 Away Amherst 7 p.m.

Girls Basketball
Friday, Dec. 8 Home Monson  6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 12 Home Northampton 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 15 Away Holyoke  7 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 19 Away Central  7 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 27 Home Tantasqua 12:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 29 Away Agawam 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 2 Home Belchertown 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 5 Away SICS  6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 9 Home East Longmeadow 6:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 12 Home Pittsfield  6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 16 Away Westfield 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 18 Home Chicopee Comp. 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 22 Away Chicopee 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 24 Away East Longmeadow 7 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 29 Away Pittsfield  7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 31 Home Westfield 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 5 Away Chicopee Comp. 7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 8 Home Chicopee 6:30 p.m.

Ice Hockey
Thursday, Dec. 7 Home Longmeadow 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 9 Home West Springfield 2:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 16 Home Belchertown 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 21 Away Ludlow  8:40 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 27 Away Auburn  2 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 30 Away Westborough 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 4 Away East Longmeadow 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 6 Home Marlborough 12 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 11 Away West Springfield 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 13 Home Algonquin 12 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 16 Away Amherst  6 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 18 Away Longmeadow 8:40 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 20 Home Wachusett 4 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 25 Home Westfield 8:40 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 27 Away Greenfield 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 3 Away Northbridge 4 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 8 Home Taconic  6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 10 Home East Longmeadow 8 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 13 Away Westfield 7 p.m.

Boys and Girls Swimming
Friday, Dec. 8 Away Northampton 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 9 Away Deerfield Academy 2 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 12 Home West Springfield 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 19 Home Holyoke  4 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 29 Away Amherst  4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 2 Home Central  4 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 9 Home Chicopee Comp. 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 12 Away Agawam 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 16 Home East Longmeadow 4 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 19 Away Belchertown 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 23 Away Westfield 5 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 26 Home Longmeadow 6 p.m.

Wrestling
Saturday, Dec. 9 Away Bears Invitational 9 a.m.
Thursday, Dec. 14 Away West Springfield 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 27 Away Simsbury 9:30 a.m.
Thursday, Jan. 4 Away Agawam 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 10 Away Chicopee 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 17 Away Central  7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 20 Home Concord-Carlisle 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 24 Away Putnam  7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 30 Home Ludlow  7 p.m.

Minnechaug 2023-2024
winter varsity schedule

WILKES-BARRE, PA – The Springfield 
Thunderbirds (11-8-2-0) got the last laugh in a 
wild, back-and-forth game, 4-3, over the Wil-
kes-Barre/Scranton Penguins (10-8-3-0) in over-
time on Saturday night inside Mohegan Sun Are-
na at Casey Plaza.

As was the case in each of the first two games 
in the season series, the first period came and 
went with goaltenders remaining perfect. On 
this night, Vadim Zherenko and Joel Blomqvist 
turned in all the stops, with Zherenko the busi-
er of the two with nine first-period stops, while 
Blomqvist stopped six. Zherenko had the two 
best saves of the frame in two minutes, denying 
both Sam Houde and Jagger Joshua with the leg 
pad on in-tight scoring chances.

Each team also had two power plays in the 
first period, but the man-advantage units could 
not generate much offense, and the 0-0 deadlock 
remained into the intermission.

After quiet opening periods, the power plays 
came to life in the second, and it took the Pen-
guins just 1:14 to get on the board first. Sam 
Houde got his stick on a loose puck in the slot 
and bounced a fluttering shot toward Zherenko's 
cage, getting a helpful tip from Peter Abbando-
nato for the game's opening goal, which doubled 
as Abbandonato's first as a Penguin.

Despite the deficit, the T-Birds rallied on a 
chance of their own after two penalties in a 1:16 
span were called against Wilkes-Barre/Scranton. 
With the 5-on-3 advantage, rookie Zach Bolduc 
took advantage, rifling home a one-time slapper 
through Blomqvist, tying the game at 7:49. Calle 
Rosen and Hugh McGing earned the helpers on 
Bolduc's fourth goal of the season.

After the equalizer, both teams had more 
power play chances to take leads, but the penalty 
killing strengthened, along with continued good 
work from Zherenko and Blomqvist.

The game took on a truly chaotic feel in the 
third period. After the T-Birds failed to convert 
on two separate power play chances, it was the 
fourth line that got Springfield its first lead. 
Mathias Laferriere deked around a fallen de-
fender and took a shot from the left circle that 
plopped down behind Blomqvist. Drew Callin 
was in the right place to tap it across the line for 
his third of the season, giving the T-Birds the 2-1 
lead at 4:31.

Unfortunately for the T-Birds, it was just the 
beginning of a see-saw 20-minute period, as the 
Penguins equalized during a delayed penalty just 
1:05 later, as Valtteri Puustinen rammed home a 
loose puck after Zherenko and the defense made 
two sprawling saves earlier in the sequence. 

With the game back even, 2-2, the T-Birds 
faced their toughest challenge of the night when 
Hunter Skinner was ejected and given a match 
penalty for a hit to the head of Penguins' forward 
Sam Houde. Wilkes-Barre/Scranton had three 
minutes of uninterrupted power play time, but 
could not solve the PK nor Zherenko. 

After surviving the major, the T-Birds then 
got their power play chances as the Penguins 
took a too-many-men minor, as well as a tripping 
call to Jack St. Ivany. With time waning on the 
club's 8th power play of the evening, the T-Birds 
finally broke through as Matthew Peca snapped 
a wrist shot through Blomqvist at 16:38 to make 
it a 3-2 game.

Once again, though, the Penguins had a rebut-
tal, as Abbandonato scooted into the slot, took a 
pass from Will Butcher, and slipped it through 
Zherenko's legs to tie the game, 3-3, with just 
1:39 to go in regulation, setting the stage for the 
second overtime in as many nights between the 
division foes.

Overtime was a riveting, back-and-forth affair 
with both goaltenders answering the bell on mul-
tiple occasions. Adam Gaudette had a breakaway 
with the game on his stick, only to see Blomqvist 
turn him away, while Ty Smith had perhaps the 
Penguins' best chance with the T-Birds' defense 
out of sorts, but Zherenko had the denial.

At last, with less than a half minute left sep-
arating the teams from a shootout, Laferriere 
circled the offensive zone to the right side be-
fore slipping a puck near the crease. Matt Kes-
sel had moved up on the play and put himself in 
the perfect position to get a piece of it and beat 
Blomqvist, giving Springfield the 4-3 overtime 
triumph. It was just Kessel's second goal of the 
season, and it gave the T-Birds their first home 
win since Oct. 29.

The T-Birds get some time to rest before a 
rare single-game weekend next Saturday as they 
welcome the Bridgeport Islanders to the Mass-
Mutual Center for the annual Teddy Bear Toss.

WORCESTER – The Railers played a spir-
ited game here Friday night but it had a dispirit-
ing result, another loss on home ice.

Worcester was beaten by the Norfolk Ad-
mirals, 5-2, with the last opposing goal coming 
into an empty net. The Railers had a 40-29 edge 
in shots on goal and had leads of 1-0 and 2-1 
they could not protect as the Admirals scored 
four goals in the third period.

The difference was special teams. Nor-
folk converted three of nine power plays while 
Worcester was 0 for 6.

Referee Austin O’Rourke was unusually 
busy, calling 21 minor penalties. Some of them 
were double minors for roughing that, a few 
years ago, would have been fighting majors.

Nowadays, if a player has a pulse after en-
gaging in a bout, the penalty is roughing, not 
fighting.

There was plenty of roughing. Seven of 
those penalties were called and Railers’ rookies 
Artyom Kulakov and Riley Piercey were both 
involved in some serious jousting.

To no avail, as it turned out.
Worcester got goals from Ashton Calder and 

Keegan Howdeshell. Norfolk was paced by Car-
son Golder’s two goals. Simon Kubicek, Danny 
Katic and Mathieu Roy had the other Admirals 
goals.

Calder’s goal was his 10th of the season. It 
came in Worcester’s 19th game. The last Railer 
to score 10 goals in the first 20 games of the 
season was Jordan Smotherman, who did it at 
the beginning of the 2021-22 campaign.

The Railers were constantly thwarted by 
Norfolk goaltender Thomas Milic, who had 38 

saves. A lot of them were good ones. Worcester 
had reams of good chances that wound up with 
shots on net, but only two shots in net.

Calder put Worcester ahead at 11:44 of the 
first period by beating Milic with a quick wrist 
shot from between the circles. The Railers were 
still ahead, 1-0, with the game more than half 
over but the Admirals changed that with their 
first power play goal.

Kubicek got it at 15:06 of the second period. 
He drilled a low slap shot through traffic and 
past goalie Tristan Lennox for his third of the 
season.

Worcester responded well, though, and re-
took the lead before the period was over. How-
deshell got his second of the year at 17:38 via 
a snap shot from about 20 feet out. He was set 
up by a fine pass from the right wing by Joey 
Cipollone.

Norfolk regained the momentum early in 
the third period, however, with two goals just 
52 seconds apart, both by Golder, both on the 
power play. The first one was a rebound at 3:54, 
the second a tap in from just outside the crease 
at 4:42.

The first power play came with Jake Pivonka 
in the penalty box for high sticking. The second 
happened when Worcester was called for two 
roughings, Norfolk one, on the same altercation.

Piercey was involved at the beginning then 
Connor Welsh wound up getting a minor as well.

The Railers had power play chances after 
that and eventually pulled Lennox but could not 
beat Milic. In those final 20 minutes, Worcester 
had 14 shots on net and no goals. Norfolk had 
eight shots and four goals.

Railers fall in physical battle

T-Birds grab OT win over Penguins

wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com
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One of the highlights of the evening 
was the buffet catered by Tony & Penny’s 
Restaurant.

There was also an awards ceremony. 
Ludlow junior Thomas Wadas is the 

2023 George E. Russell Award (Boys 
Large School MVP award) winner.

“Thomas falls in line with all our 
former Ludlow players who have won 
the George Russell Award,” said long-
time Ludlow boys soccer coach Greg 
Kolodziey, who won his 200th career 
game this fall. “He’s a very talented play-
er who has worked extremely hard to get 
what he has achieved.”

Wadas is the 24th Ludlow boys’ soc-
cer player to receive the Russell award, 
which is named in memory of the for-
mer Ludlow High School principal, since 
1965. The first Ludlow boys’ soccer play-
er to win the prestigious award was Bob 
Duarte.

Wadas, who’s a three-year varsity 
starter, didn’t attend this year’s PVSOA 
banquet because the Ludlow High School 
soccer banquet was held on the same 
night.  

In his first three seasons as a member 
of the varsity soccer team, Wadas, who’s 
a midfielder, scored 15 goals and 15 as-
sists. He also helped the Lions (18-2-2) 
capture the Western Mass. Class A title 
for the third consecutive year. The Lions 
also competed in the Division 1 state tour-
nament.     

Pathfinder Tech senior Riley Sander-
son received the Henry O. Holly/Dave 
Grieve (Boys Small School MVP award).

“I received an email from my soccer 
coach (David Wilson) telling me that I 
had been selected for the MVP award for 
small schools,” said Sanderson, who led 
his team with 11 assists this past fall. “We 
weren’t able to win any banners this year, 
but this is a nice way to cap off my high 
school soccer career.”

Sanderson, who missed his junior sea-
son due to an injury, also scored 11 goals 
as a senior. 

“Riley has an outstanding right foot, 
and he could’ve taken a lot more shots 
on goal for us, but he would always pass 
the ball to one of his teammates,” Wilson 
said. “He always plays the game very 

hard and I’m very proud of him.”
Junior Evan Costa led the Pioneers 

with 34 goals.
The Pioneers, who qualified for the 

vocational, Western Mass. Class C. and 
Division 5 state tournaments, finished the 
2023 campaign with a 15-5 overall record.

The only other boys’ soccer player 
from Pathfinder Tech to receive the MVP 
award was Josh Sikorski in 2010.

Minnechaug senior Kylie Ray re-
ceived the John Kalloch Award (Girls 
Large School MVP award).

“This is a very special award, espe-
cially from the referee’s association,” said 
Ray, who’ll be playing college soccer at 
Seton Hall University next year. “I was 
teammates with Reighan Demers, who 
received this award last year. It’s nice 
to join her and the other previous MVP 
award winners from Minnechaug.”  

Ray is the seventh Minnechaug girls’ 
soccer player coached by Nundi Gon-
calves to be selected for the MVP award 
since 2005.

“I’ve been fortunate to coach many 
talented soccer players at Minnechaug,” 
Goncalves said. “Kylie is one of them.”   

The Lady Falcons, who qualified for 
the Western Mass. and state tournaments, 
finished their season with a 13-5-2 overall 
record.

Pope Francis senior Isabella Mead-

ows, who didn’t attend the banquet, re-
ceived the Robert C. Smith/ Stan Bern-
towicz Award (Girls Small School MVP 
award). 

Minnechaug Regional also received 
the Bob McIntyre Sportsmanship Award 
(Girls Large School). 

The Lady Falcons have only received 
two yellow cards during the past two sea-
sons.

“It always feels good when your teams 
gets recognized for doing something 
well,” said Minnechaug sophomore Ava 
Kearney. “Coach Goncalves never wants 
us to get a yellow card during the game.” 

Palmer High School received the 
John Kurty/Benny Santos Sportsmanship 
Award (Girls Small School)

“It feels very nice to receive the 
sportsmanship award from the referees,” 
said Palmer senior Grace Burke. “We’re 
always very respectful to the referees and 
to our opponents.” 

Burke attended the banquet with team-
mates Nyela Dupre, Vaness Baer, and Jor-
dan Bigda, who are also members of the 
senior class. 

It was the first time that the Palmer 
girls’ soccer team has received the sports-
manship award.     

“I was very surprised when I was in-
formed that my soccer team has been se-
lected for the sportsmanship award,” said 

Palmer head coach Celso Sandoval. “We 
only had a couple of yellow cards this 
season and I’m very happy that the soc-
cer officials recognized us. We had a great 
season and I’m looking forward to doing 
it all over again next year.”   

The Lady Panthers (12-8-1) defeated 
Granby,3-1, in the Western Mass. Class D 
finals. 

The Pathfinder boys’ squad, which co-
ops with Palmer, received the Carl Erick-
son Sportsmanship Award (Boys Small 
School).

The Bruno Rumpal Sportsmanship 
Award (Boys Large School) was given to 
Westfield High School.   

The MISOA PVSOA inductee is Alex 
Goncalves, who’s from Ludlow.

The Paul Bogan Service Award was 
given to Peter Manolakis, who’s from 
Wilbraham. 

The Jimmie Downie Award recipi-
ent is Tomasz Ludkiewicz, who lives in 
Granby.

The Larry E, Briggs Award winner is 
John Voight, who currently lives in East 
Longmeadow, but grew up in Hampden. 
He graduated from Minnechaug Region-
al. 

Former Ludlow girls’ varsity soccer 
coach Jose Anselmo, along with Chris 
and Diane Kolodziey, who do an out-
standing job of running the Pioneer Valley 
Summer Soccer League, received Letters 
of Commendations.

The association is always looking for 
new referees.

AWARDS  from page 15

Peter Manolakis, of Wilbraham, was 
given the Paul Bogan Service Award from 
the PVSOA.

The Falcons, as a team, received the Large Schools Sportsmanship Award.

The following students re-
ceived Honor Roll status for the 
Term 1 marking period at Wil-
braham Middle School.  Distin-
guished Honors is all A’s in all 
subjects; Honors is all A’s and/or 
B’s in all subjects.

Distinguished Honors – 
Grade 8   

Peter Appleby, Rama Awkal, Bryce 
Bekel, Gavin Clark, Irelyn Coffey, Jo-
seph Comes, Anna Dennis, Caroline 
Euber, Nora Fletcher, Emmy Foisy, 
Devon Fortenberry, Mario Garcia, 
Corrine Gates, Nicholas Gencarelli, 
Eliza Gloss, Danika Haygood, Daniel 
Heinold, Keira Horne, Kelsey Jen-
nings, Genevieve Johnson, Brooke 
Johnson,Tia Kayrouz, Emma King, 
Ashlyn Landry, Peyton Lee, Savannah 
Lee, Dylan Lesure, Adriana Lopez, 
Yman Ly, Hunter Markham, Dominic 
Mascaro, Olivia Maserati, Isadora 
Maurice, Clare McMahon, Frank Mo-
rin, Tess Morrow, Dylan Niznik, Liam 
O’Brien, Sophia O’Connor, Youngsun 
Oh, Patrick O’Toole, Owen Petit, 
Kendall Placzek, Brenan Rost, Jillian 
Rumplik, Ryan Semanie, Riley Sene-
cal, Lillian Sergienko, Alysandra Serju, 
Sofia Shores, Audriana Stasio, Joseph 
Sullivan, William Szpakowski, Anna 
Taylor, Jillian True, James Wadzinski, 
Joseph Woytowicz

Honors – Grade 8   
Owen Antaya, Addison Baldyga, 

Cole Balog, Aidan Bean, Seth Bee-

be, Henry Bernard, Ellianna Brodeur, 
Nicholas Capen, Jayden Carattini, 
Annalecia Carlo, Maximus Cayo, Na-
thaniel David, Colin Devanski, John 
Dickson, Ryan Donovan, Maxwell 
Fergus, Lucas Ferreira, Chase Folli, 
Gianna Fusco, Jackson Gagner, Olivia 
Gates, Mya Gierlich, Brennan Glies-
man, Hayden Gloss, Madison Guer-
tin, Parker Hoey, Demetrius Holmes, 
Mason Howard, Isabella Jimah, Tony 
Kayrouz, David Kim, Emma Lacoste, 
Rose Langone, Edwin Long, Cameron 
Lowe, Jacob Luttrell, Ryan Mackie, 
Elijah Mathias, Daizy McDonald, El-
lie McRobbie, Mylie Mittler, Juliana 
Mooney,

Adrianne Moretz, Ryan Mullen, 
Lucy Nolan, Nicholas Nordstrom, Gi-
anna Nowicki, Geoffrey Ohemeng, 
Tristan Oliveira,

Kirk Pagoaga, Demetri Pappanik-
ou, Madeline Pastore, Ella Peabody, 
Alexis Powers, Lucas Raiche, Domen-
ic Roach, Caden Russ, Hussein Saleh, 
Jonathan Santiago, Hailey Scliopou, 
Ava Secor, Zachary Senecal, Arian-
na Soler, Gabriel Solowinski, Michael 
Sullivan, Keyan Tiderman, Ormandy 
Velazquez, Juliana Washington, Al-
exander Wawrzonek, Calvin Webster, 
Adelle Williams, Olivia Zheng

Distinguished Honors – 
Grade 7   

Teddy Acquah, Alison Aucoin, 
Sireen Awkal, Margaret Babbs, Thom-
as Brogle, Benjamin Butts, Jason Cao, 
Nolan Carney,

Charlotte Castellano, Juliana Cof-
fey, Nolan Costello, Nathan Demetri, 
Sadie Dos Santos, Liam Doyle, Grace 
Falzone,

Dina Ferrentino, Charlotte Fitzger-
ald, Eva Gagliarducci, Aviana Gomez, 
Nicole Grabowski, Teaghan Haluch, 
Elle Hersman, Lauren Hoar,Tyler 
Hoskinson, Jackson Hulseberg, Alex-
andra Jaslanek, Aurora Kirton, Jillian 
Lajeunesse, Willis Lam, Christie Lang, 
Daniel Lareau, Johanna Lewis, Ashley 
Manning, Michael Murray, Ethan Nun-
list, Karina Ocampo, Ava O’Connor, 
Owen Piquette, Megan Pronovost, 
Logan Richard, Sierra Rocha, Colton 
Rogers, Jackson Rust, Quintis Sav-
iengvong, Kayla Smith, Ian Stratton, 
Nathaniel Tirabassi, Maya Usher

Honors – Grade 7  
Goudy Abuata, Zakaria Ardolino, 

Evan Barcome, Nicholas Bretta, Au-
rora Broussard, Nolan Burke, Xavier 
Catellier, Emilia Connors, Kailah Cox, 
Ryan Criscitelli, Oliver Cunha, Made-
lyn D’Amore, Brynn DeForest, Amelia 
DePace, Ellen DiNino, Kayla Dooley, 
Owen Downey, Keeley Doyle, Jack 
Ford, Kathryn Fulton, Evan Gilmartin, 
Mason Gomez, Olivia Goodrow, Judah 
Gunn, Benjamin Harpin, Max Harrig-
an, Kate Holt, Ted Holt, Isabel Horne, 
Ethan Johnson, Elizabeth Jourdain, 
Kaitlyn Labadorf, Aubrey Lafield, So-
phie Laliberte, Lucas Lawrence, Grif-
fin Litchfield, Owen Lucarelle, Jack-
son McCullough, Madelyn McNabb, 
Joy Mendonca, Noah Metzger, Gavin 

Meunier, Logan Middleton, Louis Mo-
rin, Adalyn Murray, Cohen Nelson, 
Evan Niemi, Hannah Palmer, Jack 
Parastatidis, Olivia Parent, Cameron 
Powers, Mason Quintana, Camden 
Rodrigues, Annelyse Roszko,Liam 
Shattuck, Adrielle Sheridan, Joseph 
Simmons, Abigail Stachowicz, Kyle 
Stebbins, William Stromwall, Peyton 
Sullivan, Liam Sutherland, Stepan 
Syrota, Mason Waskiewicz, Caitlyn 
Wetherbe, Shannon Wietecha, Jacob 
Zanetti

Distinguished Honors – 
Grade 6 

 Cassandra Alvarez, Aubrey Ap-
pleby, Dylan Bean, Reid Blanchard, 
Madelyn Boudreau, Brenna Bryan, 
Rose Christensen, Maggie Comeau, 
Cooper Donovan, Emery Dyer, Maycie 
Eldridge, Timothy Euber, Peyton Euse-
bio, Cody Feit, Nora Fontaine, Gavin 
Hisgen, Jasper Hulseberg, McKinley 
Jaeger, Nicholas Kennedy,Andrew 
Kmelius, Chloe Lawless, Madeline 
Lee, Jackson Long, Adeline Look, Ju-
lia Magee, Siobhan Mahoney, Sophia 
Mazzaferro, Vivian McIntyre, Zahra 
Minhaj,Joseph Montano, Maeghan 
Morris, Andrew Mullen, Emily Mump-
er, Mia Newman, Desmond O’Brien, 
Sunmi Oh, Mya Pafumi, Abigail Pat-
terson, Logan Pryor,William Roberts, 
Christopher Romano, Grace Roma-
no, Greta Rust, Jake Salemi, Nata-
lia Savlick, Jamie Scliopou, Louise 
Shaughnessey, Madelyn Smith,

Lucas Tassinari, Cole Thomas, 

Marcus Tiderman, Samuel Webster, 
Ashley Wetherbe, Carter Witruk, 
Brenna Woytowicz, Kylie Zamorski

Honors – Grade 6   
Mason Axiotis, Alaina Bailey, Bri-

elle Bailey, Kegan Bailey, Emily Baldy-
ga, Molly Baroni, Lillian Blair, Dante 
Bontempi, Madeline Britt, Abigail Brit-
ton, Abbigail Cadieux, Thomas Camp-
bell, Jack Christofori, Zoey Coburn, 
Rilynn Conway, Emma Cristino, Jacob 
DeGray, Isabella DePace, Leo Deziel, 
Joseph Dickson, Julian Dugan-Costa, 
Jeremiah Fraser, Isabella Fusco, Mar-
tin Garcia, Kylene George, Alaina Gi-
ombetti, Wyatt Hall, Oliver Hart, Giselle 
Henrichon-Arena, Kareem Ibrahim, 
Yvette Jimah, Jacob Johnson, Rieland 
Kearney, Bree Kiernan, Delaney Kins-
man, Aiden Kirsch, Allie LaCoste, Jack 
Lapalm, Jason Lemus, Emma Lewis, 
Micah Long, Therese Mathias, Nevaeh 
Mercolino, Ryan Minns, Vivian Miri-
sis, Kristina Monteiro, Sebastian Mo-
rales-Garcia, Ryan Nichols, Grayson 
Nowakowski, Shana Oguku, Michelle 
Ohemeng, Kennady Raymond, De-
clan Reidy, Kaylie Ritchotte, David 
Roberts, Garrett Roberts, Alexandra 
Robles-Blasenak, Jaxson Rogers, 
Wyatt Sackrider, Epi Sanchez, Os-
kar Schmidt, Hayden Senft, Jackson 
Shanley, Katelyn Sheehan, Jessica 
Soukup, Bennett Steele, Clara Steele, 
Maxwell Sylvester, Liam Szymczyk, 
Alanna Thouin, Dylan Verville, Jaxson 
Walker, Caitlin Weichselbaumer, Owen 
Wright, Emily Zheng

Wilbraham Middle School Honor Roll
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NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 
FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND 
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT FOR 

WESTOVER AIR RESERVE BASE AIRFIELD IMPROVEMENTS 
WESTOVER AIR RESERVE BASE, MASSACHUSETTS 

Description: Interested parties are hereby notified that a Final Environmental Assessment (EA) and Final 
Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) have been prepared for the Proposed Action described below. 
The Draft EA was made available for review during the public comment period from September 28, 2023, 
to October 28, 2023. No comments were received. 

Authority: This notice is being issued to all interested parties in accordance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended (42 United States Code 4321, et seq.), the Council 
on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations for implementing the procedural provisions of NEPA (40 Code 
of Federal Regulations [CFR] Parts 1500-1508), and the Air Force Environmental Impact Analysis Process 
(32 CFR Part 989). 

Proposed Action: The United States (U.S.) Air Force Reserve Command (AFRC) proposes to construct 
airfield improvements at Westover Air Reserve Base (ARB) to better accommodate training capabilities 
and airfield operations in support of the 439th Airlift Wing’s existing C-5M aircraft. The improvements 
include two primary activities: 1) construction of a paved training apron, and 2) extension of the existing 
Taxiway Golf (G). The paved training apron and associated stormwater feature would be constructed 
within the Dog Patch Training Area. Construction of the paved training apron would create approximately 
1.2 acres of impervious surface, and a 0.3-acre stormwater feature (bioretention basin) would be 
constructed to the north of the paved training apron to collect runoff. The Taxiway G extension would 
involve constructing a new concrete taxiway surface between the existing Taxiway G and Pad 5 within 
the Westover ARB airfield. This extension would create approximately 16.1 acres of impervious surface. 
Stormwater management options are anticipated to include installation of new drain lines and surface 
grading in areas adjacent to the runway extension, while existing underground utilities at the site would 
be relocated or abandoned in place. The ARFC is considering two alternatives: the Preferred Alternative, 
which would implement the Proposed Action; and the No Action Alternative, which would not implement 
the Proposed Action but provides a comparative baseline for potential impacts as required under CEQ 
regulations. 

The Final EA evaluates the potential impacts on the environment from implementing the Proposed Action. 
The evaluation concludes there would be no significant impact, either individually or cumulatively, as 
a result of implementing the Proposed Action. The Proposed Action would include compliance with all 
applicable federal and state laws and regulations, including consultation and permitting and routine best 
management practices. 

Availability: The Final EA and FONSI are available at the Westover ARB 439th Airlift Wing website at 
https://www.westover.afrc.af.mil/About-Us/Resources/Environmental-and-Noise/. Printed copies of the 
Final EA and FONSI are also available to the public at the Chicopee Fairview Branch Library, 402 Britton 
Street, Chicopee, Massachusetts 01020.

Wilbraham Art League 
Show at Wilb. library

WILBRAHAM -- The Wilbraham Art League will 
be showcasing original artwork in the Brooks Room of 
the Wilbraham Library from Dec. 2 – 29. Over 40 paint-
ings in a range of styles and sizes will be on display. The 
League has over 50 members from various towns in the 
area, who work in watercolor, acrylic, oil, pastel, graph-
ite and other media. They have held shows in numer-
ous local venues with many of their members winning 
awards for their work.

One of the pieces on display is by Walt Damon, grad-
uate of Minnechaug High School in 1965, a lifelong res-
ident. He served on the Wilbraham Finance Committee 
and Open Space Committee for several years. He started 
painting as a child with miniature figures. 

“I only started painting on canvas upon retirement a 
decade ago,” he said. “I paint in either acrylics or artist 
oils on canvas or canvas board.” 

His painting in the show is titled “The Pan”. 
“It is my interpretation of a darker Peter Pan in Nev-

erland (with its two moons) standing on the edge of Nev-
erwood, contemplating a mischievous adventure against 
the pirates partying on the Jolly Roger.  Meantime, the 
Lost Boys are safely sitting around the fire in a cave high 
up in the moun-
tain,” Damon 
said. 

The paint-
ing is in acryl-
ics on can-
vas board. A 
t w o - d i m e n -
sional metal 
figure of Pan 
has been ap-
plied to the 
painting.

The library 
is located at 
25 Crane Park 
Drive in Wilbra-
ham. The hours 
are Mon-Wed 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Thu-Fri 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. You can call the library at 413-
596-6141 to confirm that the room is open.

The Art League was founded in 2007 and continues 
to meet the second Tuesday of the month, except for July 
and August, at the Wilbraham (YMCA) Senior Center at 
45 Post Office Park. It is an opportunity to meet other 
artists, exchange ideas and encourage one another. Meet-
ings begin at 6:30 p.m. and most include an art-oriented 
program. Any interested non-member is welcome to at-
tend. In addition to supporting each other the group seeks 
to bring art to their local communities. At their meeting 
in November, the group cut and folded paper to produce 
ornaments for a tree to be displayed at the Atheneum So-
ciety’s annual festival of trees.

For more information about the Wilbraham Art 
League visit their website at https://wilbrahamartleague.
org/ or their Facebook page.

Painting by Walt Damon: oil on 
canvas board.

Painting by Beverlee Corriveau: oil on canvas, 16x20.

This Week in Rec
Bryan Litz

Parks & Recreation Director

It takes a village, as the old adage 
goes.  Such is the case with all our pro-
grams that we oversee.  This certainly 
holds true for any of our special events.  
One such special event that just took 
place was the Turkey Day Jamboree.   
This year we set a record with enroll-
ment, 100 teams (99 actually but 100 
just sounds so much better!).   All those 
teams with 10 – 12 kids per team, coach-
es, managers, parents, grandparents, sib-
lings, traversing to Hampden or Wilbra-
ham for some post-Thanksgiving hoops!

Why do I say it takes a village? A 
tournament of that size would not be a 
success without a lot of helping hands.  
The biggest thank you goes out to the 
Hampden Wilbraham School District 
for usage of Minnechaug Regional 
H.S., Hampden Recreation for usage of 
Thornton Burgess and Wilbraham Mon-
son Academy for usage of their gym.  All 
told, we had three sites going and four 
courts to house all those teams. 

In addition to the facilities, we had 
countless other volunteers step up to 
make the weekend a success.  The 
WPRD staff donates their weekend 
overseeing the sites, MRHS boys and 
girls basketball players donate their time 
to score keep, along with many adults to 
staff the concession stand. 

Countless times over the Thanks-
giving holiday weekend I heard stories 
of patrons visiting local establishments 
for breakfast, lunch or dinner while in 
between games.  Makes you realize the 
immense indirect economic benefit such 
a tournament has to the local Wilbraham 
businesses.    

 Thank you to all for making the 
event a success!

BBB Tip: Healthcare 
scams are after your 
personal information

Healthcare scams are as varied as just about any con out there, 
according to the Better Business Bureau. The fraudster often pos-
es as a government authority to persuade you to provide personal 
information related to your Medicare or Medicaid account for 
identity theft. In other cases, the con artist is after your health in-
surance, Medicaid or Medicare information to submit fraudulent 
medical charges.

How the scam works:
The scam typically starts with an email, text message or 

phone call that appears to be from a government agency. Con art-
ists use a variety of stories. In one common version, the “agent” 
tells you that he or she needs to update account information to 
send a new medical card. In another version, the scammer asks 
for your account number in exchange for free equipment or ser-
vices. A third version involves a threatening robocall purporting 
to be from HealthCare.gov or the Health Insurance Marketplace. 
You’re told you must buy health insurance or face a fine. Sure 
enough, you’re soon asked to provide personal information. A 
more recent version has reported Medicare recipients receiving 
notices that new Medicare cards with microchips will be sent 
out and further verification is required. 

Tips to avoid this scam: 
Don’t trust a name or number.  Con artists use offi-

cial-sounding names or mask their area codes by  spoofing  to 
make you trust them. Don’t fall for it. 

Hang up and go to official websites.  You can enroll or 
re-enroll in Medicare at Medicare.gov or a marketplace health 
plan at Healthcare.gov.

Never share personally identifiable information  with 
someone who has contacted you unsolicited, whether over the 
phone, by email, or on social media. This includes banking and 
credit card information, your birthdate, Social Security or Social 
Insurance number, and, of course, your health insurance num-
ber.

Guard your government-issued numbers. Never offer 
your Medicare ID number, Social Security number, health plan 
info, or banking information to anyone you don’t know.

Know the signs. Medicare will never contact you via email, 
text message, or phone, asking you to verify personal informa-
tion. 
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Turley Publications 
would like to 

help you show off 
the newest 
member  of 
your family 

this Christmas, 

FORFOR  
FREE! FREE! 

Mail to: 
Turley Publications 

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope 
if you would like 

the picture returned or 
email photo to: 

jamie@turley.com 
with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. 
This offer is available to 
all babies born in 2023. 

Pictures will be 
published the week of 
December 18-22, 2023.

Deadline for photos and forms is 
Friday, December 8, 2023

Baby’s Name:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Birthdate:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Names:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

❏	 Agawam Advertiser 
News

❏	 Barre Gazzette
❏	 Chicopee Register
❏	 Country Journal
❏	 The Holyoke Sun
❏	 Journal Register 

❏	 Quaboag Current
❏	 The Register 
❏	 Sentinel
❏	 Town Reminder
❏	 Ware River News
❏	 The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times

Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear.

Marcus KosnickiMarcus Kosnicki
June 5,2022

Parents:  Jonathan & Marcie Kosnicki 
Grandparents:  Marc Davignon & Lisa Dube, Chicopee

 John & Pamella Kosnicki, Palmer
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Country Bank, a full-service financial 
institution serving Central and Western 
Massachusetts, recently announced its 
partnership and $20,000 in support of the 
Wonderfund of Massachusetts. The Won-
derfund helps kids and teens served by 
the Department of Children and Families 
to enjoy childhood’s magical moments 
during the holiday season. The Wonder-
fund organization is an ordinary group 
of people on an extraordinary mission to 
bring the magic and meaning of child-
hood into the lives of children who have 
been impacted by trauma, abuse, and ne-
glect.

Join the Wonderfund and Country 
Bank in making magic this holiday sea-
son for kids in foster care by donating a 
new unwrapped gift at any of its banking 
centers until Dec. 15. 

Country Bank’s team will shop for 

gifts to join in the efforts, and dona-
tions will be delivered to DCF Offices in 
Springfield and Worcester to be distribut-
ed throughout Western and Central Mass.

“We are delighted about this partner-
ship with the Wonderfund and the oppor-
tunity for our team and our communities 
to help us make a difference for children 
by putting a smile on so many faces,” said 
Jodie Gerulaitis, vice president of Com-
munity Relations at Country Bank.

In addition to the toy drive, Country 
Bank donated over $100,000 to 17 local 
food pantries and $42,000 to local se-
nior centers to support food insecurities, 
homelessness and elders in its local com-
munities during its annual Season of Dif-
ference Campaign.

If you would like to help make some 
magic, please visit https://wonderfundma.
org.

LUDLOW -- The holidays are here, 
and LUSO Federal Credit Union’s holi-
day elves are hard at work to bring some 
holiday cheer to Western Massachusetts 
with a Toy Drive to benefit Ronald 
McDonald House of Springfield. Now 
through Dec. 16, drop off your new, un-
wrapped toy at a LUSO Federal Credit 

Union branch in Ludlow or Wilbraham, 
and you’ll be entered to win a holiday 
gift card wreath valued at $250. For 
more information about LUSO’s up-
coming holiday events (including a visit 
with Santa Claus on Saturday, Decem-
ber 9th), visit  www.lusofederal.com/
events.

Photo courtesy of Country Bank
(L to R) Jodie Gerulaitis, Vice President of Community Relations at Country Bank, 
Lauren Baker, Former First Lady of Massachusetts, Founder and CEO of the 
Wonderfund and Shelley Regin, Senior Vice President of Marketing at Country Bank. 

Country Bank supports the 
Wonderfund with $20,000 in 
support during its annual Season 
of Difference Campaign

Photo courtesy of LUSO Federal Credit Union
(L to R): Ana Parrelli, VP of Business Development; Jennifer Calheno, president & 
CEO; Celia Fernandes, community relations/executive assistant and Jennifer Lopez, 
marketing director, volunteering to cook “Meals from the Heart” at the Ronald 
McDonald House in Springfield last month. 

LUSO FCU in Ludlow, Wilbraham, 
collecting toys for families



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESPage 20 December 7, 2023

Stand for the Silent, 
an organization 
helping to stop 
school bullying, helps 
communities address 
the issue
 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 
-- It has been known that bully-
ing around the country is a big 
problem. The statistics point to 
the fact that something needs to 
be done. People mostly look to 
the schools to handle the issue of 
bullying, but perhaps it is time 
for the whole community to take 
the issue on. With the communi-
ty on board, addressing the issue 
to dismantle it, the schools and 
all areas will benefit. Tapping 
into how to get the community 
on board to combat bullying is a 
powerful method for creating a 
kinder world.

“We work with schools and 
communities around the coun-
try. We know how important it 
is to get the whole communi-
ty on board with stomping out 
bullying,” said Kirk Smalley, 
co-founder of Stand for the Si-
lent. “It’s really a team effort 

to address the issue, and we are 
happy to be at the forefront of 
helping people to make a differ-
ence.”

Bullying is a common issue 
at school, with one in five high 
school students reporting being 
bullied on school property, ac-
cording to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention. But 
it doesn’t stop once kids leave 
the school campus. The CDC re-
ports that one in six high school 
students are cyberbullied, which 
takes place online, through tex-
ting, etc. 

While we tend to think that 
bullying is a problem only for 
our youth, one look at the sta-
tistics surrounding workplace 
bullying proves otherwise. The 
CDC reports that up to 59% of 
workers in America say that they 
have felt bullied in the work-
place, while up to 15% globally 
have felt bullied, and 12% have 
witnessed others being bullied. 

With youth and adults hav-
ing bullying issues around the 
nation, it’s time for communities 
to address the issue as a whole. 
Here are ways for communities 
to combat bullying:

Guest speaker.  Stand for 
the Silent has a mission of trav-
eling the country to speak with 

schools and communities about 
bullying. Inviting them to the 
community or school to talk is a 
significant first step toward mak-
ing a change and setting a new 
tone.

Make the commitment. The 
community needs to commit to 
the idea of addressing bullying. 
Coming together to share in the 
mission of tackling the issue will 
be more successful if those in-
volved are 100% on board with 
making it a consistent part of the 
community discussion.

Raise awareness.  The more 
people talk about bullying in 
the community, including what 
it looks like, the damage that it 
does, and what to do to address 
it, the more it takes the power 
away. When people are aware 
of the issue in their community, 
they will become more active in 
helping not to tolerate it. 

Partner up.  Community 
groups working to eradicate bul-
lying can partner with other local 
resources, including groups, or-
ganizations, sporting teams, etc. 
That way, the message is being 
reinforced at every corner.

Get people involved. To get 
more community members en-
gaged in addressing the issue, 
hold community events, have 

guest speakers, forums, question 
and answer sessions, etc. People 
need the facts and how to handle 
it, and they can get the answers 
at these events.

“Your community will feel 
the difference it makes once you 
get started addressing the issue 
together,” adds Smalley. “Our 
youth doesn’t live in a bubble, 
they are part of the community, 
so it’s time for us to all stand to-
gether on this issue.”

 
Some signs may signal a 

child is being bullied, such as 
having sudden changes in school 
attendance, having difficulty 
concentrating, lacking the ability 
to be self-assertive, having in-
juries without an explanation of 
where they came from, a loss of 
appetite before going to school, 
etc. If a parent or teacher sus-
pects a child is being bullied, the 

issue should be investigated and 
remedied immediately.

Smalley and his wife, Laura, 
started the organization follow-
ing their 11-year-old son end-
ing his own life due to bullying. 
They turned their pain and loss 
into a mission of helping others. 
He travels the country giving 
presentations about bullying to 
schools, providing bullying pre-
vention, giving out scholarships, 
offering intervention strategies, 
and more. Those interested in 
getting involved can start a chap-
ter of the group in their area, 
obtain a free  K-2 bullying pre-
vention curriculum, host a pre-
sentation at their school, and do-
nate to help support the cause. To 
get more information, visit the 
site at:  https://standforthesilent.
org/.

Simple ways communities can combat bullying

www.pvpa.org/admissions

PVPA 
Open 
House

Weds 4:00-6:00
Jan 11 & Feb 8

 

Sat 10:00-12:00
Jan 28

 

Thurs 6:00-7:30
Virtual Jan 19

Apply Now!
Grades 7-112023/24 school year

FREE 
ARTS Focused
COLLEGE Prep

15 Mulligan Drive, South Hadley
413-552-1580

REGISTER FOR OPEN HOUSE  APPLY  - LEARN MORE

Come and see what’s new at St. Joan of Arc School in Chicopee!  Physical Education Teacher Larry Moore and SJA students are enjoying updated gym equipment and a new rubber mulch play yard. Thanks to donations received from the American Legion Post 452, parents and the SJA PTO, Mr. Moore was able to fulfill his wish list.  The students are de-lighted with the new 12” and 16” scooters, hula hoops, jump ropes, sports balls, junior street hockey sticks, and soccer nets. 
Also in November, an underused outdoor area was transformed into a new rubber mulch play yard.  The 

project was funded by gifts from the school’s 2021 Annual Campaign.  It was a labor of love to provide the children this additional outdoor classroom space. Not only is SJA Principal William McDonald grateful for the financial support, but he is appreciative of the time, talents and generosity of Nawrocki Construc-tion, Marion Excavating and the team of volunteers. The school will be holding an Open House on Sat-urday, January 28th from 9 am–12 pm (no appoint-ment needed).  Appointment only tours for families will be held on Tuesday, January 31st and Thursday, February 2nd from 3 pm–7 pm.  Please call Chris or 

Janine in the Business Office @ 536-6038 for registra-tion information or to make an appointment.  St. Joan of Arc is a welcoming, safe & secure school community providing social, physical, spiritual & in-tellectual wellness for students in Pre-K 3 to Grade 8. SJA has innovative offerings that include affordable tuition and extended care, free breakfast and lunch, extracurricular programs, technology, music, library, and Duolingo language classes. Easy access to I391 & I90.  Financial Aid and tuition assistance is available.  To learn more visit www.sjachicopee.org.  We look forward to meeting you!

Learning rooted in Christian Values

S C H O L A R S H I P  &  O P E N  H O U S E  A N N O U N C E M E N T

66 School Street 
Granby, Massachusetts

For Boys & Girls 
in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!www.MacDu�e.org

There’s no better way to get a feel of The MacDu�e School than spending time with us!
Please register online for one of our Open Houses at www.MacDu�e.org or contact the 

Admissions O�ce at (413) 255-0000 to reserve your spot. 
66 School Street 

Granby, Massachusetts
For Boys & Girls 

in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!

OPEN HOUSESJan. 14th   9:30-12:30 pmApril 8th   9:30-12:30 pm 

66 School Street 
Granby, Massachusetts

For Boys & Girls 
in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!

Originating in 2022, �e MacDu�e School Local Town Scholarship
 is open to new students from the immediate area of Granby, Massachusetts. �e winner 
of this prestigious award receives a full scholarship to attend �e MacDu�e School. 
Runner-up applicants are eligible to receive partial scholarships and Financial Aid.
ALL NEW 2 scholarships in total to students who apply from these area towns. 
Eligible Towns: Granby, South Hadley, Belchertown, Spring�eld, Hadley, Amherst,
Chicopee, Holyoke, Ludlow, West�eld, Southwick, West Spring�eldAPPLY TODAY!For more information and details how to apply email admissions@macdu�e.org.

SCHOLARSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT

is offering a great resource 
for the communities it serves 
by showcasing the  career & 
education opportunities
available locally.

This special section is circulated into all 12 of our papers,
those papers include. The Sentinel, The Chicopee Register,
The Sun, The Register, The Wilbraham-Hampden Times,  
Agawam Advertiser, Country Journal, Town Reminder, 

Quaboag Current, Journal Register,
Ware River News and Barre Gazette.

The 2023 Career & Education edition publishes
the week of January 10th-12th

Space reservation deadline is January 3rd.  PRICES AND SPECS:
All ads are black and white. 

1/8 page (4 3/4” across x 4” down) $295 total

1/4 page (vertical- 4 3/4” across x 8” down) or (horizontal 9 3/4” across x 4” down) $595 total

1/2 page (horizontal- 9 3/4” across x 8” down) or (vertical- 4 3/4” across x 16” down) $975 total 

Full page (9 3/4” across x 16” down) $1,800 total 

Great opportunity 

to advertise job 

openings you have 

available!
Career
Educationan

d

HCS Head Start offers classes for children from birth to 5 
years old, plus programs & support for the whole family.

•	 6-hour classes at no cost for eligible families
•	 Subsidized full-day classes
•	 Nutritious meals & snacks, plus mental wellness, 

physical and dental screenings
•	 Ages: Prenatal moms to children 5 years old
•	 Early Head Start home-based program
•	 Services for children with disabilities
•	 Some transportation is available

CALL (413)417-7779 or visit us at hcsheadstart.org

A little 
HEAD  
START 
will last a  
lifetime.
Studies show that children who attend Head Start 
are more likely to graduate from high school and 
to attend college.

Affordable Tuition & Extended Care ~ Free Breakfast & Lunch ~
Extracurricular Programs~ Technology ~ Phys. Ed ~ Music ~

Library ~ Duolingo ~ Welcoming , Safe & Secure School
Community ~ Social, Physical, Spiritual & Intellectual Wellness ~

Easy Access to I391 & I90 ~ Tuition Assistance Available

ST. JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL
PRE-K TO GRADE 8

587 Grattan Street, Chicopee
533-1475 ~ sjachicopee.org

Learning Rooted in Christian Values

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, January 28th 9am-12 noon

No Appointment Needed

Tuesday, January 31st & Thursday, February 2nd 3pm-7pm
By Appointment Only

A new year is upon us and as 
we declare resolutions, a new job 
might be in order. The first 5 years 
of a child’s life are so important and 
since 1965, HCS Head Start has 
helped thousands of children and 
families prepare for school and life. 
We know that it takes a big heart 
to help shape growing minds and 
if you want to work with infants, 
toddlers, and preschoolers in your 
community, Head Start might be 
the place for you.  

The Head Start approach offers 
both families and their children, 
birth to five, an extraordinary 
school readiness experience.  Ed-
ucators who decide to teach in a 
comprehensive early learning set-
ting have the opportunity to work 
collaboratively with other specialty 
areas like health, nutrition, mental 
health, and family and community 
engagement, that are designed to 
prepare vulnerable children for fu-
ture educational success.

 Data shows that when chil-
dren are enrolled in a high-quality 
Head Start program they are bet-

ter prepared for kindergarten and 
beyond. Staff and parents work to-
gether, learning from one another, 
to create the best early educational 
experience both at home and at 
preschool.  This is possible because 
when parents are involved and en-
gaged in their child’s education, 
children have better outcomes. 

In addition to teaching, Head 
Start also has various career op-
portunities in the areas of health, 
nutrition, human services, admin-
istration, mental health, and spe-
cial education. Professional devel-
opment opportunities and career 
ladders are built within the Head 
Start model to promote growth 
and advancement.

Holyoke Chicopee Springfield 
Head Start, Inc. offers programs in 
several cities and towns in West-
ern Massachusetts working with 
over 1,000 children each year.  If 
you are interested in a rewarding 
Head Start career please visit www.
hcsheadstart.org/employment/   or 
call 413-788-6522.

A New Year a 
New Career

Career
Educationan

d

Career
Educationan

d

HOLYOKE — The spring 2023 semester at Holy-

oke Community College officially begins Tues., Jan. 

17. Prospective students can start then, but also have 

opportunities to begin classes in February and March 

if they so choose.  

Full semester classes run for 14 weeks. HCC also 

has accelerated “flex-start” classes that begin Jan. 17, 

Feb. 6, and March 20. 

Flex Start I classes run for seven weeks, until March 

8. Flex Start II classes begin Mon., Feb. 6, and run for 

12 weeks. Flex Start III classes begin Mon., March 20, 

and run for seven.

All spring semester courses conclude by Thurs., 

May 4, 2023.
The full schedule of spring course options can be 

viewed on the HCC website by going to: hcc.edu/sign-

up-for-classes 
The HCC Admissions and Advising offices on the 

first floor of the Campus Center are open Monday 

through Friday from 8:30 a.m. until 6 p.m. (4:30 p.m. 

on Fridays). 
Students must be fully vaccinated against 

COVID-19 to attend classes on campus. 

Students who plan to register only for online or re-

mote classes do not have to submit proof of COVID-19 

vaccination. 
For more information, please contact HCC Ad-

missions at 413-552-2321 / admissions@hcc.edu, visit 

HCC online at hcc.edu, or take the next step at hcc.

edu/sign-up-for-classes 

The 2022-2023 academic year marked  the 

75th anniversary of Holyoke Community College, the 

Commonwealth’s oldest community college.

HCC opened its doors in 1946 as the first two-year 

college in Massachusetts. In the decades since, the 

college has paved the way for generations of learners 

from western Massachusetts and beyond, a beacon 

of hope and opportunity for people seeking better 

lives. Please visit us at hcc.edu.

Spring semester at HCC starts Jan. 17

S
pr

in
g 

20
23

What 
are 

you 
waiting 

for?

What 
are 

you 
waiting 

for?
Register today for spring 

hcc.edu/sign-up-for-classes

classes!

CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE
413.283.8393

Girl Scouts kick off 
Cookie Season with
Thunderbirds at Mass 
Mutual Center Dec. 9

  
HOLYOKE -- Three hundred plus Girl Scouts and their 

families will gather at the Mass Mutual Center on Saturday, 
Dec. 9 from 3:30 - 5:30 p.m. to kick off “Own Your Magic”, 
which reflects the Girl Scout Cookie Program theme for the 
2023/2024 season.

Girl-planned activity stations will be set up throughout 
the Mass Mutual concourse as well as community part-
ner-planned stations including:

Miss America, Junior Achievement of Western Massa-
chusetts, Girls on the Run, Forest Park Zoo, Meet and Greet 
with the Thunderbirds team

The activity stations reflect the cookie season theme and 
are designed to build business savvy skills to help girls run 
and manage their Girl Scout Cookie businesses online and 
in person. The “cookie rally” begins at 3:30 PM and then 
at 6 PM Girl Scouts and their families join Boomer and the 
Springfield Thunderbirds for an action-packed hockey game.

During Girl Scout Cookie season, each girl sets out to 
sell delicious cookies while also building entrepreneurial 
and business skills that are imperative for leadership and 
future success.

Girl Scout Cookie order taking begins Dec. 13. Commu-
nity booth sales begin Jan. 19 and continue through March 
17.

sure. Nevertheless, Congress has so far maintained both 
these provisions as originally enacted. If you wish to add 
your voice to those who believe WEP and GPO are un-
fair, you may wish to contact your federal Congressional 
Representatives to express that point. 

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation and 
its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the So-
cial Security Administration or any other governmental 
entity. This article is intended for information purpos-
es and does not represent legal or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and interpretations of the Associa-
tion Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained and ac-
credited by the National Social Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a Social Security 
advisor for AMAC. 

SOCIAL SECURITY  from page 6

Frozen Polish Food sale to 
occur in Indian Orchard 
Dec. 9, 16

INDIAN ORCHARD -- There will be a FROZEN 
POLISH FOOD SALE (Pierogi, Golabki, Kapusta) at 
Immaculate Conception Church Hall 25 Parker St. Indi-
an Orchard, on Saturday, Dec. 9, 2023, and on Saturday, 
Dec. 16, 2023, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. You can also call 
Jane Wurszt at 413-543-2835 to arrange a different time. 
All are welcome to come and purchase.
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POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades
New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 • www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,  
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and 

everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

The KEY to your ADVERTISING 
SUCCESS is REPETITION!
Keep your business “Top of Mind” 
by  running on this Spotlight Page 

twice each month. 
Pay for a 2x2 and get the bonus 

quarter page ad FREE! 
Call Jocelyn at 413-575-4197 or 

email: jwalker@turley.com 
to claim this ad spot.

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR
GREAT SERVICE

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm

Sun. closed

2 Convenient 
Locations

413-736-5476  •  parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

Ask about 
special pricing 

for first 
responders

15% OFF 
DRY CLEANING 

when you 
pre-pay!

413-244-1943
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

Affordable Waste SolutionsAffordable Waste Solutions
Your Hometown Provider for 

Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

543-1738
Appointments or Walk-ins Welcome

Hours: Tues.-Fri. 8am-6pm • Sat. 8am-2pm • Closed Sun. & Mon.

Now In Our New Location!
2440 Boston Road, Wilbraham 

(Alpha Oil Plaza)
Appointments & Walk-ins Are Welcome

Men, Women & ChildrenMen, Women & Children

543-1738

Appointments & Walk-ins Are Welcome
Men, Women & ChildrenMen, Women & Children

Visit Us In Our New Location!
2440 Boston Road, Wilbraham

(Alpha Oil Plaza)

Hours: Tues.-Fri. 8am-6pm • Sat. 8am-2pm • Closed Sun. & Mon.
Appointments or Walk-ins Welcome

MASSAGE THERAPIST
Lisa Bernardini, LMT
2703 Boston Road
Wilbraham, MA 01095

(413) 222-2147
Now Accepting New Clients
lisabernardini.amtamembers.com Healing Hands

Gift Certificates Available!
Know someone 
who is knotty? 
Give them the 

gift of massage!

HOLIDAY SPECIAL! 
Buy 2 Get 1 Half Off
60 min. Massage Sessions

spotlight
HOMETOWN

WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

Gift 
Certificates
Available!

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

HOLYOKE -- Roca, Inc., a 
Massachusetts-based nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to disrupting 
incarceration, poverty and racism 
by promoting hope and driving 
change, has partnered with Door-
Dash to provide support for resi-
dents in need across the state. 

Through its Community Credits 
Program, established in 2021, Door-
Dash has committed to donating 
Roca $3,000 in gift cards to support 
its programming and community 
engagement. This represents Roca’s 
first corporate funding partnership. 

Roca works to achieve its mis-
sion by engaging young adults, 
police and the systems at the cen-
ter of urban violence in relation-
ships to address trauma and make 
an impact. Roca has five sites in 
Massachusetts, including Holyoke, 
Springfield, Boston, Chelsea and 
Lynn; it also has a location in Bal-
timore, MD.

The Holyoke site is located at 

384 High St. 
Roca currently serves 103 

young women in Western Mas-
sachusetts and 126 young men in 
Holyoke alone, said Chris Judd, 
Roca’s vice president of individual 
and corporate giving.

“Having these community cred-
its is a gamechanger,” Judd said. “I 
think it’s important I emphasize that 
our young people, not only being at 
the highest risk, are also very tran-
sient population. A lot of times, a 
lot of young mothers are in shelters, 
or, for young men, they’re couch 
surfing and not always in a great 
living situation.” 

Roca can use the community 
credits to encourage young people 
to visit the facilities and attend pro-
gramming. To make a difference, 
Judd said it is important to first get 
people through the doors. 

“Sometimes, having these to-
kens will give them some incentive 
as well,” Judd said. “We can say, 
‘Hey, your next meal is on us,’ in-
stead of them having to worry if 
their baby has (enough to eat).” 

DoorDash launched its Com-

munity Credits Program to help 
empower local organizations such 
as Roca and work with those in 
need. DoorDash Public Engage-
ment Manager Darrel Davis said his 
team met with Roca earlier this year 
to learn more about the organiza-
tion’s mission and the communities 
it serves and left impressed. 

“Just hearing from Roca, we 
were able to understand that these 
gift cards can definitely help them 
make a greater impact on the folks 
they interact with directly,” Davis 
said. “From our perspective, this 
was really about how we could 
come together to support a real-
ly great community organization 
that’s doing amazing work across 
the Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts.” 

Davis said community is at the 
heart of everything that is done at 
DoorDash, which has been able to 
partner with more than 200 local, 
state and national organizations to 
help enhance programs.

Davis said recipients have in-
formed DoorDash that the gift 
cards help promote youth develop-

ment, entrepreneurship, workforce 
development programs and even 
vaccinations. He said that year after 
year, DoorDash has seen the pro-
gram continue to grow in terms of 
the number of partners it unites with 
and supports, as well as understand-
ing the needs of communities. 

“We’re trying to fine tune dif-
ferent ways to keep our Commu-
nity Credits Program top of mind 
for organizations, but we’re really 
proud to be supporting organiza-
tions across the commonwealth, in-
cluding Roca, because it just means 
so much to the participants of their 
programs,” Davis said.

Judd said that if she was being 
honest, she wishes DoorDash could 
offer more credits, but expressed 
great appreciation for the donation 
Roca will receive. She knows it will 
be significant. 

“We’ll be able to give young 
men and women these credits and 
say, ‘Here you go. Set yourself 
up,’” she said. “For a nonprofit that 
is working with a population that 
is hard to engage, this is a valuable 
partnership.”

Government 
Study 
Committee to 
hold forum

HAMPDEN -- The 
Hampden Government 
Study Committee invites 
you to our Community 
Forum. The Committee 
is interested in hearing 
your thoughts on Hamp-
den town government; 
what you think works 
and doesn’t. The forum 
is Tuesday, Dec. 12 from 
6:30 – 8 p.m. in the Town 
House Auditorium.

Roca and DoorDash partner to
offer local communities resources and support

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Wilbraham
Hampden Times
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
ST. JUDE THANK YOU for answering 
my prayers. PF

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

CLEANING 
SERVICES

LIBERTY MAID SERVICE Save 
time while adding a little luxury to your 
life. Affordable. Reliable. High quality. 
Personalized/ always have the same 
person who you can trust! Residential 
and/or business cleaning. Debra 413-
592-4925

ELECTRICIAN
MG ELECTRICAL SERVICE All 
electrical work, new construction, ad-
ditions, service upgrade, emergency 
generators. Free estimates. Insured/
Licensed. Lic.# 16979-A
Call Mike (413) 896-1346

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING for 
all your interior & exterior needs.  Car-
pentry, woodworking, porches, patios, 
windows, doors, painting, drywall, sid-
ing, landscaping, clean-outs.  Compet-
itive pricing, References.  Please call 
Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING Interior, residential, com-
mercial and new construction, wall-
paper removal, sheetrock and plaster 
repairs. Quality products. Since 1985. 
Free estimates. Fully Insured.  Call 
Brad Forbes at 413-887-1987.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Ser-
vice.  Wilbraham residential only  Call 
or Text now. Limited space available. 
413-519-5439

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

ENGINEERING TECHNICIAN/
FIELD INSPECTOR

EMERGENCY DISPATCHERS

The Town of Wilbraham is now hiring! 
For application and more information 
please visit www.wilbraham-ma.
gov. EOE.  Open until filled.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

LUDLOW: $925, quiet 1 bedroom, 
2nd floor, open kitchen/living room. 
Parking, on-site laundry. Utilities not 
included. No smoking, no pets. 413-
543-3062.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently ran 
in one of our publications. Go to 

newspapers.turley.com/photo-request

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 
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Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P1682EA
Estate of; 

Mary Lee Russell 
Date of Death: 02/12/2005 

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR SALE OF REAL 

ESTA TE BY A PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Sale of 

Real Estate has been filed 
by: Robert W. Russell of 
Wilbraham, MA requesting 
that the court authorize the 
Personal Representative to sell 
the decedent’s real estate at a 
private sale. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 

from the Petitioner or at the 
court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this 
court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 12/27/2023. 

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken 
without further notice to 
you.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: November 24, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

12/07/2023

PUBLIC NOTICES

Moriarty added she enjoys sup-
porting the Community Survival 
Center and local organizations.

“They serve Springfield and 
the surrounding towns, including 
Hampden, so they’re wonderful 
over there. They do a really good 
job of distributing the donations, so 
it’s been wonderful to partner with 
them,” Moriarty said.

Moriarty stressed the impor-
tance of giving back, especially 
during the holidays, and having the 
library be a place to hold fundrais-
ing drives so everyone can partici-
pate.

“I love giving them the opportu-
nity to have a place to donate to be-
cause sometimes there might be se-
niors who aren’t able to drive places 
to donate things so that covers it for 
them. They can donate whatever 
they like, and I’ll take care of it for 
them,” Moriarty said.

Moriarty enjoys seeing the chil-
dren and teens get involved too, 
including how some come back to 
volunteer at other events.

“I want the little kids and the 
teens to know how good it feels 
to help others so that they can car-
ry that with them throughout their 
lives to be kind and generous,” 
Moriarty said.

Looking ahead, Moriarty ex-
pressed excitement for upcoming 
events including the Children’s 
Holiday Party on Dec. 9 from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m., the Teen Volunteer 
Council holding their First Annual 
Free Gift-Wrapping event on Dec. 
16 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and a Hol-
iday Movie Night on Dec. 21 at 6 
p.m.

“Everything at the library is al-
ways free, so I want people to know 
that they can come here and take ad-
vantage of all the programming that 
we have,” Moriarty said.

Moriarty encourages the com-

munity to support the drive and to 
also consider a simpler approach 
to celebrating the holidays, with 
books.

“To simplify things so that the 
kids aren’t overwhelmed and the 
parents aren’t overwhelmed. Just 
sit down and read a book,” Moriar-
ty said. “So, take time to make sure 
that you sit down with your fami-
ly, especially the littles, and read a 
lovely book and, you know, maybe 
start a new tradition of reading a 
holiday story that they look forward 
to each year.”

Also, come check out the library 
during the holidays.

“Come on down! We got tons of 
Christmas books, videos, movies, 
CDs to put you in the spirit,” Mori-
arty said.

To learn more, visit www.hamp-
den-library.org, call the library at 
413-566-2151 EXT 112 or check 
out their Facebook page.

Senior & Veteran Tax 
Work-Off Abatement 
Program seeks 
applicants for 2024 

WILBRAHAM -- The Town of Wilbraham is accept-
ing applications for 44 positions under the Senior Citizen 
& Veterans Tax Abatement Program. Senior Citizens and 
Veterans selected under this program will work during 
calendar year 2024 to receive an abatement on their 
property tax bill for fiscal year 2025 (July 1, 2024 – June 
30, 2025). 

Basic requirements are that taxpayers must be an as-
sessed owner of property in Wilbraham and must have 
owned and occupied a home in Wilbraham for at least 
five years. To be eligible for the Senior Citizens program 
the resident must be over 60 years of age. To be eligible 
for the Veterans program the resident must be a Veteran 
defined by MGL (a copy of your DD 214 is required). 

The current compensation is calculated at $15.00 per 
hour, and the maximum allowable abatement is $1,500.00 
per property. Abatement workers will need to work 100 
hours to receive the full abatement of $1,500.00 (less 
federal income tax and Medicare deductions). 

The 44 positions being offered are:
- Clerk’s Office: three Office Assistants 
- Treasurer/Collector’s Office: two Office Assistants 
- Public Access Television: five Production Producers 
- Library: four Library Pages 
- Library: one Local History Assistant 
- Senior Center: 12 Office Assistants 
- Senior Center: one Building Assistant/Substitute    
   Van Driver
- Senior Center: two Fitness Room Monitors 
- Select Board Office: one Office Assistant 
- Parks & Recreation: five Assistant Gym Supervisors 
- Building Department: one Office Assistant 
- Facilities: two Facilities Laborer/Helpers 
- Facilities: three Gardeners 
- Engineering: one Engineering Assistant 
- Fire Department: one Office Assistant 

Hours are flexible and will be worked out on an in-
dividual basis between the department director and the 
abatement worker but must be completed by Nov. 30, 
2024. 

This program is beneficial for both senior and veteran 
residents and Wilbraham taxpayers. Seniors and Veter-
ans have an opportunity to lower their property tax bill, 
and taxpayers are benefitting from the superior talent and 
work experience these individuals bring to the job at a 
very low cost to the town. 

Interested residents can pick up applications and in-
formation packets at the senior center, library, or Select 
Board Office, or print it from our website: www.wilbra-
ham-ma.gov. Applications should be submitted to the Se-
lect Board Office no later than Dec. 15, 2023. 

HAMPDEN from page 1

REGIONAL — Visiting Angels 
West Springfield has recently been 
approved by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to provide non-medical 
home care for eligible veterans of the 
United States Armed Forces. 

VA benefits offer financial as-
sistance for home care to veterans 
through several programs. 

The VA Aid and Attendance 
program helps to provide access 
to homecare for veterans and their 
spouses who need help with daily 
tasks or who suffer from a disability 

or illness. Through Visiting Angels 
West Springfield, veterans who re-
quire help with daily living from an-
other individual can receive help with 
everyday tasks in their home such as 
bathing, eating, cleaning, and memo-
ry care. 

The Homemaker and Home 
Health Care Aid program helps vet-
erans to receive assistance with 
everyday tasks with the help of a 
homemaker or home health aid. Vis-
iting Angels West Springfield helps 
eligible veterans with in-home tasks 

which allows those who prefer to stay 
in their homes rather than live in a 
separate facility. 

Visiting Angels West Springfield 
is offering in-home care for veterans 
who meet specific service, disability, 
income, and asset criteria in order to 
be eligible for these VA programs. To 
figure out if a veteran is eligible to re-
ceive assistance from these programs, 
they can contact the Visiting Angels 
West Springfield office at (413) 733-
6900 for more information and assis-
tance with the application process. 

(L to R) Renee McBride, Carol Collins, Anne Marie Matzko, Phebe Niccum, Mary Haseltine and Caryn Greco pose 
for a group photo as they work on knitting items for the Mitten Tree to support the Mitten Tree, Pajama Drive and 
Food Drive at Hampden Free Public Library. The women are all members of the Hampden Free Public Library’s 
Knitting Group. 

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
A photo of the food drive bin for non-perishable food 
item donations to support the Mitten Tree, Pajama 
Drive and Food Drive at Hampden Free Public Library.

Submitted photo Ellen Moriarty
A throwback photo of Hampden Free Public Library 
Director Ellen Moriarty and her daughter, Hannah, with a 
mitten tree to support the Mitten Tree, Pajama Drive and 
Food Drive at Hampden Free Public Library.

Visiting Angels approved to provide
free in-home care to eligible veterans

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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Please consider these wonderful businesses in our community when purchasing Gift Cards 
this holiday season. Your support of small, independent business keeps our community strong! 

Have a Very Merry Gif t Card!Have a Very Merry Gif t Card!
**

**

**

****

**

di Hampden House

1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA   413-566-8324
lacucinahampden.com

Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm, 
Sun. 11:30am-9pm – BAR OPEN LATE

GIFT CARDS 

AVAILABLE

DECEMBER
8-9-10 & 15-16-17

Purchase a $50 
Gift Card & Receive 

a $10 Gift Card FREE!
No Free Cards w/ Online Purchases

SALE!SALE!SALE!SALE!

We have catering trays available for your easy holiday 
entertaining! Order early for Christmas Eve pickup. 
Also available to cater your home or office party. 

Book now! Visit our website for menus.

Open 6:00am Daily ~ Year Round!
757 Main St., Wilbraham • 413-596-4002

GIFT CARDS 
FROM RICE’s...

The perfect gift for 
Teachers • Bus Drivers

Babysitters • Letter Carrier
Co-workers • Neighbors

Stocking Stuffers
Secret Santa... EVERYONE!

RICE FRUIT RICE FRUIT FARMFARM

ESTABLISHED 1894

W
ILBRAHAM, M

A

PIZZERIA & LOUNGE

Quick & Easy! 
Gio’s E-Gift Cards 
Available Online!

9 Allen St., • Hampden Mini Mall • Hampden, MA (413) 566-8015
Open Wednesday - Sunday • Closed Monday & Tuesday 

413-566-8015

Gourmet Pizzas
Grinders
Calzones
Salads

Wings & More

Beer • Wine
Spirits • Cocktails

Full Bar Menu

KENO 
& LOTTERY

www.giospizzeria.com

HOLIDAY HOURS:
Mon.-Fri. 10-5pm 

Thurs. 10-6pm
 Sat. 10-4pm • Sun. 12-4pm

2341 Boston Road, 
Wilbraham

413-599-1717

PROMOGift Card
$50 IN GIFT CARDS = 

$5 FOR YOU
$100 IN GIFT CARDS = 

$10 FOR YOU
$150 IN GIFT CARDS = 

$15 FOR YOU
$200 IN GIFT CARDS = 

$20 FOR YOU

route20barandgrille.com

2341 Boston Rd., (Rt. 20) Wilbraham

413.279.2020

Bar & Grille
EST. 2016EST. 2016

GIFT CERTIFICATE SPECIAL!
December 19-23 - For Every $50 Gift Certificate 

Purchased, You’ll Receive An Extra $10
TRAYS 
TO GO! 

For Your 
Holiday 

Entertaining

OPEN FOR 
LUNCH 

Thurs. -Sun.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10, 12-8PM
DONATE NEW, UNWRAPPED TOYS 

& WARM WINTER 
OUTERWEAR 

For Kids Ages 5-12 
AND RECEIVE A 

          FREE PASTA DINNER!

Follow us on 
Facebook & 
Our Website 
for Updates

CHRISTMAS STUFF 
THE TRUCK EVENT

Kitchen Hours: 
Tues.-Wed. 4pm-9pm

Thurs. 11:30-9pm
Fri.-Sat. 11:30am-9:30pm

Sun. 11:30am-8pm
With Extended Bar Hours

462 Main St., Wilbraham • 596-3300

The Village Café

Fresh brewed organic coffees, Fresh brewed organic coffees, 
handcrafted specialty coffees, handcrafted specialty coffees, 

bubble teas, bubble teas, 
breakfast sandwiches,breakfast sandwiches,

homemade baked goods homemade baked goods 
and fresh, hot soups, and fresh, hot soups, 
salads & paninis!salads & paninis!

Gift Cards Available!

Phone 596-5088 or 596-8809
2571 Boston Rd., Wilbraham • www.MandarinWilbrahamRest.com

Cocktails • Dining In • Take Out • Catering Available
JAPANESE & CHINESE CUISINE

WE DELIVER ALL DAY! 
(Minimum order $15 / $4 charge in Wilbraham $4.50 charge out of town/within 5 miles)

Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm • Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 12 Noon-9pm • Closed Tues.

       Buy $50 Gift Card & 
Get $10 Gift Card FREE!
Buy $100 Gift Card & 

Get $20 Gift Card FREE!

Plants, Gardening Tools, Statuary
Let Them Choose What They 

Really Want with a GIFT CARD!

Unique Gifts for the GardenerUnique Gifts for the Gardener

www.16acresgardencenter.com

1359 Wilbraham Rd., Springfield
413-783-5883
Open Daily, Closed Christmas

Find us on 
Facebook

FEATURING
Salads • Wings

Grinders • Wraps
Calzones

Gourmet Sandwiches
Specialty Dinners

And... 
PIZZA!

Sunday & Monday . . . . . . . . . . . Closed
Tuesday-Thursday . . . . . . . .11am-8pm
Friday-Saturday. . . . . . . . . .11am-9pm

WE
DELIVER!

1 CRANE PARK • WILBRAHAM • (413) 279-3303

We Serve Fresh, 
Homemade Food

“Where it’s all 
fun & games!”

Toys & Games
GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE!

Monday-Saturday 10am-7pm
Sunday 11am-6pm

Big Y Plaza, 443 Center St.
Ludlow • 413-610-1459

For Coffee Lovers!
Gift Cards & Bags of Coffee!

The Wilbraham Shops 
2341 Boston Road, Wilbraham

413-279-1700
Mon-Fri 7am-1pm • Sat & Sun 8am-1pm

Receive 10% OFF Gift Cards 
through 12/24/23

When You Mention This Ad!

When You Give Our Little Card, 
They Get All of This...
• Creative Menu

• Generous Portions
• Large Wine Selection
Live Music Fri. & Sat.

Open: Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm, 
Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm

Sun. 12-8pm
2133 Boston Rd., Wilbraham

413.271.1208

207 Winsor St.  • Ludlow, MA 
413-610-1500

@itmakesscentsbymichelle

A quaint gift shop 
 & creative space
Shop With ❤

Purchase local gift certificates!

314 Sewall St., Ludlow, MA

Mary, Susan, Cindy, Gina, Robin, & Lisa
596-8774 • 596-8933

2460 Boston Road
The Midway Shops, Wilbraham

Cuts • Color • Foils • Perms 
Manicures • Pedicures

The Gift with Style!The Gift with Style!
70 Post Office Park 

Suite 7005
Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-0115

Salon J
GIFT CARDS GIFT CARDS 

TO MAKE HER TO MAKE HER 
FEEL BEAUTIFUL FEEL BEAUTIFUL 

AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 
IN ANY IN ANY 

DENOMINATIONDENOMINATION

3 Guys 
at the 
Grille

COUNTRY CLUB OF 
WILBRAHAM

859 Stonyhill Rd., Wilbraham
(413) 596-8887, ext. 5

Stop by for a drink & a bite 
to eat...Visit our website for 
our menus, entertainment 
schedule & much more! 
www.3guysatthegrille.com!

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 


