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WILBRAHAM HONORS VETERANS

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The
community  gathered at
Crane Park Veteran Memo-
rial on Nov. 11 to mark Vet-
erans Day in an observance
ceremony.

The ceremony included
remarks from Patrick Renna,
director of Veterans Services,
and Select Board Chair Mi-
chael Squindo, Bruce Ad-
ams, legislative aide for State
Rep. Angelo Puppolo Ir.
(D-Springfield), and Jennifer
Pickering, district director
for State Sen. Jake Oliveira
(D-Ludlow), presenting ci-
tations to Senior Master Sgt.
Air Force and U.S. Marine
Corps Veteran Franklin Lud-
wig—who was named the
2025 Veteran of the Year—
the Pledge of Allegiance by
Scout Troop 359, the Nation-
al Anthem performed by the
Minnechaug Regional High
School Choir, the “Veterans
Salute” performed by the
Minnechaug Regional High
School Band and the Armed
Forces Tribute.

Ludwig also shared re-
marks reflecting on his time
serving in the Vietnam War.

After wishing the Ma-
rines a happy 250th birthday,
Renna said, “Veterans Day is
not just for Veterans.”

“When we served, it
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State and local elected officials and community members pose for a group photo with Senior Master Sgt. Air Force and U.S.
Marine Corps Veteran Franklin Ludwig, Wilbraham’s 2025 Veteran of the Year.

wasn’t for personal gain.
We served for the collective
good of the United States of
America. That’s why this day

belongs to all of us and all of
you. As a Veteran myself, I
stand here with pride, humil-
ity and gratitude. I've seen

the challenges and sacrifices
that come with service and
I’'ve seen the extraordinary
spirit that binds together the

men and women who wear
the uniform,” Renna said.

Please see VETERANS
page 4
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Marianthy and Bruce with their paintings of each other.

Wilbraham library hosts
Paint Your Partner event

By Angelina Acevedo
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM- On
Nov. 10, the library hosted
a Paint Your Partner event,
sponsored by the Wilbraham
Friends of the Library.

The event was catered
towards adults, and focused
more on the creative aspect
of painting, rather than step-
by-step instructions.

Paint Your Partner is a
viral trend that started on
TikTok, with couples online
painting portraits of each
other.

Emilie Lang, the Wilbra-
ham Public Library’s Adult
Librarian, saw this trend
and put a spin on it for the
library to enjoy.

“When I saw videos of
people painting each other,
I thought it would be so fun
to bring that to the commu-
nity. Adults could sign up
online with their friends or
other family members, but
they knew who they were
painting before coming,”
Lang said. “The library of-
fers other art and painting

workshops, like Paint, Sip,
Fun events with instructors,
but those events are very
straightforward with what
is being created. For Paint
Your Partner, it was much
more up to the artist’s inter-
pretation of the person sit-
ting across from them.”

Lang shared how every-
thing went for the attendees.

“In the beginning, people
struggled with where and
how to start, which was ex-
pected since this event is so
different from our other art
workshops. I offered help to
those who were really stuck
on the first steps by telling
them to focus on the basic
shapes of a face, and gave
them the option to sketch
out their partner first,” Lang
said.

The painters started their
projects at 5:30 p.m., and
continued until 7 p.m., giv-
ing them just enough time
to add details and defining
features. At the end of the
event, partners got to reveal
their paintings to each other,
showing off their hard work

Please see PAINT, page 8

An overview of Hampden’s STM

Here, we review
Articles 1 through 9

By Kiristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

HAMPDEN - This year’s
Special Town Meeting fea-
tured 18 warrant articles vot-
ed on by residents.

Here’s an overview of
the votes for Articles One
through 9. An overview of
Articles 10 through 18 can
be found in this week’s edi-

tion.
Article One was a con-
sideration to amend the

Hampden General Bylaws
for a 6:30 p.m. Annual Town
Meeting start time as op-
posed to the current 7 p.m.
time. The change would be
in the first sentence of Chap-

ter Two, “Town Meetings,”
section one.

Selectboard Chair John
Flynn explained the article.

“We found over the past
couple of years that people
seem to appreciate the earli-
er start. As the town meeting
warrants are getting more
complicated with more arti-
cles, sometimes people like
to get home a little earlier,”
Flynn said. “And, of course,
the longer seems like check-
in times for the Annual Town
Meeting. Sometimes the
meeting doesn’t start for 15,
20 minutes. This, I think, will
give people an opportunity to
get here early, look over the
warrant if they haven’t al-
ready and then get home at a
reasonable time.”

Article One passed by
majority vote.

Article Two was to see if
the town will raise and ap-

propriate or transfer from un-
appropriated available funds
a sum of money to increase
the budget line item “32.4
Facilities Manager” for the
town maintenance account
- Facilities Manager. The
amount was $38,008 to be
transferred.

After Ellen Bump asked
for an idea of the current fi-
nancial standing, Advisory
Committee Chair Doug Boyd
explained the town has a free
cash number of $1,820,000.

“That number’s about
twice what it normally is
because of an accounting
accommodation that the
state made with us last year,”
Boyd said. “We also have just
under $1.3 million dollars in
our Stabilization Fund. If all
the articles pass that are on
the warrant and our recom-

Please see STM, page 5
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A new era
begins at
the HPD

Bruno sworn in,
Trombly honored

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - A new era
officially began at the police
department after Daniel Bru-
no was
sworn
in as
the new
police
chief of
Hamp-
d e n
during
the Se-
lect-
board’s
Nov. 10
meeting.

Ahead of the swearing-in,
Outgoing Chief Scott Trom-
bly, who retired on July 17
after 31 years of service and
having served as interim chief
during the search for a suc-
cessor, was also honored by
the board. He will continue
serving the police department
for the next month as Bruno
gets acclimated into his new
role.

The Times will be meet-
ing with Bruno very soon to,
formally, introduce him to the
community.

Chief Daniel Bruno

Who is Daniel Bruno?

As he shared during his
candidate interview ahead of
being selected by the Select-
board last month, Bruno, a
Hampden resident for near-
ly 20 years, was a detective/
sergeant with the East Long-
meadow Police Department
for nearly his entire 28-year
career.

He explained to the board
at the time there was no de-
fining moment that led him
to get involved in law en-
forcement, but he had the as-
piration since middle school.
Heading to college, he would
later declare it as his major.

“It was just something
that I always aspired to. I am
the first person in my family
to be in law enforcement. I
didn’t have a father, an uncle
or a cousin, anybody in law
enforcement. So, this was all
new to me,” Bruno said. “It
was just something that I was

Please see GHIEF, page 5

Wilbraham United Players present ‘Five Golden Rings’

By Patricia Sullivan
Correspondent

Turley photo by Patricia Sullivan
The ensemble decks the halls and sings in “Five Golden Rings.”

WILBRAHAM - To kick
off the holiday season with
some warm-hearted comedy,
The Wilbraham United Play-
ers will perform “Five Gold-
en Rings—A Greeting Card
Channel Holiday Musical.”

The show is a parody of
Hallmark holiday movies.
Performance dates are Nov.
28 through Dec. 7 at Wilbra-
ham United Church at 500
Main Street. Performances
on Fridays and Saturdays are
at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday per-
formances are at 2:30 p.m.

“Five  Golden Rings”
mashes together all the silly
holiday tropes from Hallmark
movies, says Director Debo-
rah Trimble, who has direct-
ed more than 30 shows for the
Players.

“It’s formulaic, with a
wink and a nod to the audi-
ence,” Trimble said. “It’s so

stupid it’s fun. And the mu-
sic is good, which is always
something we look for.”

The Players’ Board of
Directors wanted to present
a holiday show that wasn’t a
standard such as “A Christ-
mas Carol” or “It’s a Wonder-
ful Life.”

“Five Golden Rings” is
so new that it hasn’t yet been
staged in many venues. In
fact, said Trimble, because
the show is not widely per-
formed, David Abbinanti,
who wrote its music and
lyrics, and Stephen Garvey,
who wrote the book for the
show, started following her
on Facebook. Trimble was
able to ask Abbinanti several
questions about the mechan-
ics of the production.

The plot of the play is fa-
miliar to anyone who has seen
a Hallmark holiday movie.

Please see PREVIEW,
page 8
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An overview of Hampden’s Special Town Meeting

Here, we review
Articles 10 through 18

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - This week,
the Times is providing an
overview of the Nov. 3 Spe-
cial Town Meeting.

Here, we’re going to take
a look at Articles 10 through
18. To read about Articles
One through 9, check out this
week’s edition.

Article 10 on raising and
appropriating or transferring
from unappropriated avail-
able funds a sum of money
to purchase a compact wheel
front loader for the Highway
Department was no action,
which passed unanimously.

Selectboard Chair John
Flynn explained the no action
recommendation.

“The Highway Depart-
ment is very respectful of the
financial situation that Advi-
sory so eloquently explained
to everybody, so be aware, it
is going to come up. We are
exploring some other options
to pay for it whether it’s a
lease program, etc. But, this is
a need that Highway has and
it will be back for us,” Flynn
said.

Article 11 on raising and
appropriating or transferring
from unappropriated avail-
able funds a sum of money to
purchase a pickup truck for
the Parks & Recreation De-
partment was, also, declared
no action by Parks & Rec Di-
rector Dan Blanchard for sim-
ilar reasons to the Highway
Department request, which
passed unanimously.

Article 12 was appropri-
ating a sum of money from
the Community Preservation
Fund for the replacement

of sidewalks at Centennial
Commons at 26 Springmead-
ow Lane. The amount was
$42,823.

Advisory Committee
Chair Doug Boyd explained
the Community Preservation
Fund currently has approx-
imately $690,000 that was
raised through the assessment
on the real estate tax and the
match received from the state.
A minimum of 10% has to be
spent on affordable housing,
10% on historic preservation
and 10% on open space.

“This request from the
Housing Authority will fulfill
our obligation to spend money
on affordable housing, which
is one of the areas where we
have been lagging in terms of
that support which is required
by the statute,” Boyd said.
“So, this is an expenditure of
money which is already in the
bank. This does not affect the
tax rate.”

Article 12 passed by ma-
jority vote.

Article 13 was appropri-
ating a sum of money from
the Community Preservation
Fund for the construction of
a cul-de-sac in the southwest
section of the Old Cemetery.
The amount was $27,000.

Article 13 passed unani-
mously.

Article 14—-a Local Ac-
ceptance  Statute—was to
see if the town would vote
to adopt the local room oc-
cupancy excise tax under
Mass General Law Chapter
64G Section 3A at the rate of
6%. Unfavorable action was
recommended by the Adviso-
ry Committee.

Selectboard Member Don
Davenport shared the state al-
lows towns to “assess an ex-
cise tax on room occupancy
rentals.”

“Right now, there is seven
locations in Hampden which

JOIN US FOR A

are paying state excise tax,
which is 5.7%. The town is
allowed to put an additional
6% tax on that. This tax will
be collected from people who
stay on vacation or rent rooms
and lodging in Hampden,”
Davenport said. “It won’t
create a lot of money. Wilbra-
ham has this and they collect
about $19,000 a year, but it’ll
be something a little bit more
for the town’s coffers and
it’ll come from people—not
townspeople like you would
see with the meals tax—but
from people who visit the
town or stay in different loca-
tions in town.”

Thad Clavette said he
didn’t have a problem with
the 6% and asked where the
seven locations were, which
Davenport replied were four
locations at GreatHorse, two
short-term rentals on Chapin
Road and one-short term rent-
al on Glendale Road.

After Sean Sullivan won-
dered about the Advisory
Committee’s unfavorable
recommendation, Boyd said
there were two reasons.

“One is the current zoning
for the town prohibits rent-
als of less than 30 days. So,
short-term rentals are prohib-
ited by our bylaws. So, essen-
tially what we’re asking by
way of this vote is to tax an
impermissible use. We would
prefer to see that other bylaw
addressed and cleaned up if
there’s an intent to bring this
occupancy tax,” Boyd said.
“And the second is, I guess,
more of a philosophical rea-
son, which is that the prop-
erty owners are already pay-
ing their real estate taxes just
like the rest of us are and that
there’s been no demonstrated
increase in the burden to the
town from these rentals. So,
to ask them to pay an addi-
tional 6% seems unjustified.”
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Davenport clarified the
taxes would be collected by
the individuals who rent the
property.

“So, it’s not the business
owners that would pay it,”
Davenport said. “The Depart-
ment of Revenue will collect
it and just quarterly send the
money to the town.”

The three short-term rent-
als, he added, the DOR has
three properties currently list-
ed as such and taxes are being
collected on them.

After the vote, a manu-
al count was declared. After
the manual count, the article
passed by one vote, 35 yes to
34 no, therefore passing by
majority vote.

Article 15 was on trans-
ferring from unappropriated
funds a sum of money for
the purpose of paying costs
of the previously approved
expansion of the Scantic Riv-
er Valley Water District. The
amount was $650,000 to be
transferred.

Article 15 passed unani-
mously.

Article 16 was to see if
the town will vote to transfer
from unappropriated funds
a sum of money for the pur-
pose of reducing the tax rate
for FY26. The amount was
$636,193 to be transferred.

Article 16 passed unani-
mously.

Article 17 on transfer-
ring a sum of money from
the General Stabilization Ac-
count for the purpose of re-
ducing the tax rate for FY26
was no action, which passed
unanimously.

Article 18 is to see if the
town will vote to transfer a
sum of money from unap-
propriated available funds
into the General Stabilization
Account was also no action,
which passed unanimously.

Turley photo by Natalie Proulx
The main coordinators of the St. Cecilia’s Catholic Women’s
Club Rummage Sale.

Saint Cecilia Church holds
Annual Rummage Sale

By Natalie Proulx
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - On
Friday Nov. 7 and Saturday
Nov. 8, Saint Cecilia Church
held its Annual Rummage
Sale.

The St. Cecilia Catholic
Women’s Club organized
this event, gathering all sorts
of donated items: jewelry,
clothes, dresses, coats, toys,
glassware, dish sets, bags
and many other trinkets.

Instead of the same event
for two days, there’s a twist.

Ann Mango, the main
organizer of the Rummage
Sale and St. Cecilia’s Catho-
lic Women’s Club, explained
the difference between the
two days. Open from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. on Friday, “Friday
is just a regular rummage
tag sale but Saturday is bag
day.” On Saturday from 8:30
a.m. to Noon bags were pro-
vided by the church so peo-
ple could, “come in, take a
bag, and fill a bag for three
dollars.”

Attending Saturday’s
event came with another
perk, Mango mentioned.

“Some of the items are
half price, some of our larg-

er coats and dresses are half
priced, we also have the jew-
elry area and that’s all half
priced!” Mango said.

Lined up at the door by
8:30 a.m. on Saturday, some
were prepared with bags and
carts to hold their new found
items. The second day of the
event tended to move faster
than the first, but came with
amazing deals, and a power-
ful move on the community.

Mango described her ob-
servation of what keeps peo-
ple coming back each year.

“What we have is clean,
it has been looked at, and
they’re getting a good buy
for whatever they’re looking
for,” Mango said.

One attendee who has
been coming to the Rum-
mage Sale for years stated it
was her favorite time of the
year. She said, “you never
know what you may find,”
and she was never disap-
pointed with the quality of
items she found.

Mango also mentioned
her favorite part about put-
ting together this event.

“I think it’s just the ex-

Please see RUMMAGE
SALE, page 3
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Three HWRSD projects receive MSBA approval

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The
School Committee learned
from Assistant Superinten-
dent of Finance, Operations
and Human Resources Dr.
Douglas Slaughter on Nov. 6
that three projects submitted
to the MSBA received ap-
proval.

Slaughter explained the
MSBA’s board of directors
met on Oct. 29 and reviewed
submitted statements of inter-
est for the roofs at Mile Tree
Elementary School and Stony
Hill Elementary School and
the doors and windows at
Wilbraham Middle School.
From there, the MSBA fol-
lowed up with a letter con-
taining a commencement date
of March 2.

On action items. Slaugh-
ter explained these would in-
clude funding, particular vote
language the School Commit-
tee would need to take into
account and other items to be
done by him and town hall
staff.

“The sort of first set of
deadlines are 90 days. They
actually give us 91 because
the 90th day is Sunday the
31st. So, they moved it to
June 1, so we actually get
an extra day because (of) the
weekend,” Slaughter said.

As items are put together,
Slaughter said there will be an
appropriation made for fund-
ing feasibility and schematic
design to stay in the process.

“What’s also fortunate is
that gives us really through

our regular budgeting cycle
and capital conversations
with the towns opportunity to
engage them in going through
this and working on how we
approach these projects, how
we fund these projects, how
we fit them into the larger
capital plans that are in the
community and all those sorts
of things,” Slaughter said.

After the 90 days, the next
hurdle will be “about a year
later” in securing full project
funding.

“In absent of any oth-
er conditions, if we were to
move ahead with this proj-
ect, we really can do some
funding in this Spring Town
Meeting cycle and, again,
the following Town Meeting
cycle to fund the project and
get them underway,” Slaugh-
ter said.

With these projects mov-
ing ahead, Slaughter said it
also prompts ‘“some deeper
questions about how we think
about our facilities and our
needs over the coming years.”

“One of the things that
comes with accepting this
support from the MSBA is
a commitment to use those
buildings for educational
purposes, for essentially the
useful life of the thing that
they’re investing in. So, we
want to be thoughtful about
that and thinking about those
buildings, their capacity, their
lifespan and how we, as a
community, want to approach
those and approach these
projects,” Slaughter said.

Slaughter also noted how
“there are times when dis-
tricts opt out,” for a number

of reasons.

“Sometimes the commu-
nities can’t get the funding. As
much as people might want
to do projects, they—just the
voters—don’t support them
or they make an alteration in
what they think their needs
are and their facilities plan-
ning,” Slaughter said. “So,
there’s a lot of different ways
to go through this, but we’re
in a fortunate place where we
have this opportunity.”

He added that, last year,
the reimbursement rate for
eligible costs was “just over
57%.

“So, I presume it’ll be
something of that sort. So, any
costs within the total project
that are eligible costs will be
reimbursed,” Slaughter said.

School Committee Mem-
ber Sean Kennedy praised
Slaughter for his efforts.

“I’ve never heard of this
before where three projects
have been approved in the
same year. I haven’t heard
that for many months, so con-
gratulations on that,” Ken-
nedy said. “What a massive,
massive savings for the town
of Wilbraham to have close to
60% of this project covered
by the state.”

Vice Chair Dr. Michael Ti-
rabassi noted the Select Board
will send the committee a let-
ter to think about the future
of middle school education
in the district and, to his un-
derstanding, WMS has “six to
eight classrooms” missing, a
library missing and “tiles with
asbestos in them peeling up.”

“So, 1 think there are
definitely multiple pathways

forward—right?—and the
windows and door project is
step one on one pathway—
right?>—where there’s several
projects, each of which will
probably $7 to $10 million in
scope to update things that are
in the building and, eventual-
ly, add on the necessary class-
room space,” Tirabassi said.
“So, I think the Wilbraham
Select Board is asking a very
good question as to is this the
building for us for the next 20
years.”

On Tirabassi’s questions
of the process and enrollment
projections,  Superintendent
Dr. John Provost shared the
conversation “is a little bit
more comprehensive than just
the middle school,” noting
projected enrollment numbers
of 150 more middle school
students in 10 years.

“But that means in five
years, there’s 150 more stu-
dents in kindergarten and
then first and second grade,
third and fourth. So, thinking
about how to address the en-
tire portfolio of schools below
the high school level, I think,
is something we have to do,”
Provost said. “And so I would
say that we’d want to include
people in those discussions
that have expertise not only in
middle school education, but
also what the needs of early
childhood education are, what
the needs of upper elementary
education are and think about
the problem as a whole.”

The conversation contin-
ued with further questions on
next steps and what other pos-
sible projections could look
like years from now.

Rotary Club to launch
Hygiene Drive

WILBRAHAM - Main-
taining good personal hy-
giene is crucial for prevent-
ing illness, boosting mental
well-being, ensuring social
acceptance and preparing
for the world of work. Like
many necessities today, the
cost of hygiene items can put
a strain on the family budget.

According to club secre-
tary Brad Sperry, the Rotary
Club of Wilbraham-Hamp-
den is collecting personal
hygiene items such as tooth-
paste, toothbrushes, soap,
shampoo and hairbrushes
that will be donated to local
community  organizations
helping needy families.

Collection boxes for do-
nations are located at LUSO

Federal Credit Union on
Crane Park Drive in the cen-
ter of Wilbraham and at The
Sugar Chalet Caf€ also locat-
ed in Crane Park a few doors
down from LUSO’s.

Hygiene items may also
be donated at the Town of
Wilbraham’s Holiday Tree
Lighting on Sunday, Dec. 7
starting at 4:30 p.m. “The
annual event, sponsored by
the Rotary Club of Wilbra-
ham-Hampden, is a won-
derful way to begin the hol-
iday season of “giving”, said
Sperry.

For more information
about the Hygiene Drive, or
other service projects of the
Rotary Club, contact Brad
Sperry at 413-537-4171.

wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com
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RUMMAGE SALE
from page 2

citement of people who come
in to shop and just find some-
thing that they’re thrilled with!
Whether it’s a toy or a puzzle
or a set of dishes or a new win-
ter coat, they’re happy, and
they’re happy with the quality
and the price,” Mango said.

But putting an event this
large on comes with some
heavy behind the scenes work.

“We start our sale always
on the first Friday of Novem-
ber,” Mango said, “and we
begin accepting donations on
that previous Monday.”

Mango added that once
they’ve accepted donations,
the real work begins. The
group sorts any items they’ve
received on Monday, Tuesday,
and Wednesday of the same
week, and usually take a half
day on Thursday.

The things that really make
this Rummage Sale is the way
it is has to do with the commu-
nity that’s supporting it.

“People are very gener-

ous,” Mango said. “People

give us many items they can
no longer use.”

She explained that they
do not take any electronics or
things with cords.

“However,” Mango said.
“what they do give us, glass-
ware and dish sets, we put at a
price that’s lower, but that peo-
ple can use.”

This Rummage Sale sup-
ports the people with more
than just quality items at lower
prices. And though that aspect
of the Rummage Sale is very
important to those in need,
especially with upcoming hol-
idays, it also supports other
parts of the community.

Mango explained the vari-
ety as to where the funds they
raise go to and how it’s inte-
grated back into supporting the
community.

“We support the communi-
ty with the proceeds,” Mango
said. “We give money to the
church, we have scholarships,
and we send money to many
other charities and the Com-
munity Survival Center in In-
dian Orchard.”

ROBERTS ROOFS

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate e Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles e Gutters
Historical Restoration e Flat Roofing
Snow Removal
Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com
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Randall’s

Fresh Baked Pies
ORDER EARLY FOR BEST AVAILABILITY
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.. Apple, Pumpkin, Blueberry,
& Fruits of the Forest,
Maple Rum Pecan,

— ,,/chocolate Cream & MORE!

Ready to Heat & Serve
FROM RANDALL’S KITCHEN

Butternut Cider Bisque Soup,
Maple Pecan Roasted Butternut Squash,
Turkey Gravy, Cranberry Orange Relish,

Sausage & Apple Stuffing,
Creamy Mashed Potatoes,
Mashed Turnips & Carrots,
Sunset Stuffed Mushrooms

ALL AVAILABLE GRAB & GO
IN OUR REFRIGERATOR CASES!

Last Day To Order
Your Favorites

Fresh Baked Pies &
Thanksgiving Gatering Orders
Friday November 21st

11/19- 11/26
Locally Grown Butternut Squash....79¢/m.

Fresh Broccoli Crowns........... $1.99/1.
Locally Grown

Yukon Gold Potatoes 5 Ib. bags............. $2.99
Massachusetts Grown

Cranberries 12 ozBags........ 2 For $5
California Navel Oranges, Bagof 8 ..$3.99
Locally Grown Apples -

Mac, Cortland & More 5Ib Tote Bags...$5.99
Fresh Blueberries, pint size............... $3.99
Ready to Cook-

Peeled & Cut Butternut Squash....$2.49/m.
Peeled & Cut Yellow Turnip........ $2.99/m.

?éh,«:““** ﬁ‘l\

GREAT SELECTION OF WINES
FOR YOUR HOLIDAY DINNER

The Four Graces Pinot Noir

& J Vineyards Pinot Gris
750ml $2 Off Reg Price

Local Truro Vineyards &
==.  Hardwick Winery Cranberry Wines

For Your Thanksgiving Tahlescape

Fresh Flower Bouquets & Arrangements

Featuring Ceramic Pumpkins &
Wicker Cornucopias
Filled with Colorful Fall Blooms

ANDALZ:S
= FARM

& GREENHOUS B

631 CENTER ST., Rou;ie 21, ITIIass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071  www.randallsfarm.net
OPEN THANKSGIVING DAY 7AM -1 PM
OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM

Find us on [T and Youl[[D)

New Owners )

148 Carmelinas Circle

“#90 Units & Sizes Available:
Climate Controlled 5x10/10x10
Regular Units 5x10/10x10/10x15/10x20/10x30

COMPLETE
STORAGE

413-308-6904

.
s R

“ W Outside Parking Spaces Also
lﬂlailable for Boats, RVs, Trailers, Etc.

Ludlow, MA
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VETERANS from page 1

“But we should never forget
the quiet heroes behind every
Veteran. Families and friends
who keep life going while
their loved ones serve. They
may not wear the uniform,
but they serve all the same.
Today, we honor them too.
Service is never solitary. It
ripples through families and
communities. Our country
is stronger because of every
person who stands behind a
Veteran and says, ‘T've got
your back.””

Squindo encouraged at-
tendees to share with their
loved ones “that today is about
remembering why we’re here
and who allowed us to be here
today to have the enjoyments
and to have the privileges that
we all have.”

“It’s because of our Veter-
ans that we can stand side by
side with one another today
and discuss our differenc-
es and find opportunities to
move forward together and
to help one another,” Squindo
said. “I think that we owe it to
each of our Veterans to make
sure that we never lose sight
of that. That we never lose
sight of our neighbors and
that we put each other first
and our differences aside for
the betterment of our commu-
nity.”

Oliveira, who arrived lat-
er on and connected with the
town’s Veterans, noted how
these ceremonies bring out
many generations.

“I grew up during the
Post 9/11 Wars, Afghanistan
and Iraq and so, some of my
friends were Veterans, but I
grew up with a lot of World
War 1II Veterans. Both of my
grandfathers served in the
Pacific Theater during World
War II, one grandfather was
in the United States Marine
Corps and I still am fortu-
nate to have one World War
II Veteran left in my life, my
104-year-old great aunt—
Aunt Syd—who’s a 1939
graduate of Ludlow High
School. She was a member of
the Women’s Army Corps.,”
Oliveira said. “So, I'm just
fortunate to have many gener-
ations of Veterans in my life
and still have one World War
IT Veteran that’s part of my
family.”

As a legislator, Olivei-
ra said it’s important for the
state to continue supporting
Veterans and their families,
citing recent examples in-
cluding extending benefits to

Select oard Chalr Michael
Squindo provides remarks.

family members and the re-
development of the new Sol-
diers Home in Holyoke.

“We, in the Senate, just
last week passed a bill to
help out with Veterans and
servicemen and women who
might have children that are
transitioning in school if they
moved for deployment to
ensure that they can stay in
their school system for the
remainder of the academic
year,” Oliveira said. “And,
we also clarified language for
the Massachusetts National
Guard, the oldest National
Guard in the entire country.
Massachusetts was an outli-
er where our adjunct gener-
al—the head of our National
Guard—didn’t report directly

Semor Master Sgt A|r Force and U S Marme Corps Veteran Franklm LudW|g, W|Ibraham s 2025
Veteran of the Year, reflects on his time serving in the Vietnam War. He was also presented with
a plaque from Patrick Renna, director of Veterans Services.

e 2w

Jennifer Pickering, district
director for State Sen.

Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow),
presents the citation from the
Massachusetts State Senate
recognizing Senior Master
Sgt. Air Force and U.S. Marine
Corps Veteran Franklin
Ludwig as Wilbraham’s 2025
Veteran of the Year.

to the governor. But in this
era when chain of command
is very important, we changed
that last week in the Senate to
ensure that the adjunct gener-
al reports directly to our gov-
ernor and not to a cabinet sec-
retary or a department, that
there was a direct line to the
commander-in-chief of the
National Guard, which is our
governor.”

Ludwig reflected on his

566-0028

32 Somers Rd.
Hampden, MA

RICHARD R. GREEN
— Insurance Agengy, Inc——

e AUTO » HOME ¢ BUSINESS e LIFE

* Great Locations ® Registry Service
* Quotes Gladly Given ® We Make Housecalls

Please Visit Our Website For an
Auto, Homeowners, or Life Insurance Quotes

Two Locations:

128 Main St.
Monson, MA

267-3495

Fax: 413-267-3496

Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com
www.richardgreeninsurance.com
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Bruce Adams, legislative
aide for State Rep. Angelo
Puppolo Jr. (D-Springfield),
reads the citation from the
Massachusetts House of
Representatives recognizing
Senior Master Sgt. Air Force
and U.S. Marine Corps
Veteran Franklin Ludwig as
Wilbraham’s 2025 Veteran of
the Year.

friends who died on the bat-
tlefield or were wounded
and carried out on helicop-
ters. Also, his wife’s support
throughout the years upon re-
turning home.

One particular night he
shared was December 27,
1966 at Cam L6 Combat
Base.

“They had aspirations of
doing things—going to col-
lege and so forth—and they

From the left, Patrlck Renna, director of Veterans Services,
U.S. Army Sgt. Robert Kelllher Jr., Wilbraham’s 2023 Veteran
of the Year, Senior Master Sgt. Air Force and U.S. Marine Corps
Veteran Franklin Ludwig, Wilbraham’s 2025 Veteran of the
Year, and State Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow) in a group photo.

never made it. Never made it
back, and that really bothers
me, and I always said when I
stood in that foxhole, I said,
‘God, if I make it through
this, I'm going to be a good
man.” and I think for the most
part 1 tried,” Ludwig said.
“And I still work with the Vet-
erans today, helping them out,
because I know what it feels
like to be a Veteran and still
coming out of the war and
what these folks have to go
through.”

Ludwig was honored to be
recognized as the 2025 Veter-
an of the Year.

“I never thought this
would ever come. I never
thought about it and then they
approached me, they said,
‘We’d like you to be the Vet-
eran of the Year’ and I said,
‘You must have somebody
else that’s more important,””
Ludwig said. “And they said,
‘No. You’re important. We
want you the Veteran of the
Year,” and I thank them very
much for that.”

His message was this.

“We should never forget
those people that served those
Armed Forces and still do to-
day, both men and women,”’
Ludwig said. “I think Wilbra-
ham is tremendous the way

FOR THANKSGIVING.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Patrick Renna, director of
Veterans Services, conducts
the Armed Forces Tribute,
which recognizes the U.S.
Army, Marine Corps., Navy, Air
Force, Coast Guard and the
Space Force.

they take care of their Veter-
ans and I couldn’t find a finer
place to be.”

DELANEY’'S

PARTY

ORDERS
1012 SERVINGS PER ORDER

Delaney’s Market is more than a place to pick up a quick dinner on your way home.
We’re also a lot of fun at parties.

Whether it’s a holiday celebration or a get-together with friends and family, our Party
Size Menu makes hosting easy with fresh, chef-prepared meals that will impress your
guests and eliminate your stress. And feel free to take all the credit, we won’t tell!

DELANEY’S MARKET WILBRAHAM

413.438.0887

2030 BOSTON ROAD, WILBRAHAM, MA 01095

WWW.DELANEYSMARKET.COM

KR

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 . office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net
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CHIEF from page 1

always drawn to.”

On what led him to Hamp-
den, Bruno said the town “be-
came the town that it felt like
where I grew up,” as he grew
up in East Longmeadow.

“Hampden still has that
small-town feel. That’s why
we decided to come here. We
were a little bit away from it,
a little bit insulated, yet this
is the small town I grew up
in,” Bruno said. “Love living
here in Hampden and always
wanted to be in law enforce-
ment.”

He emphasized the service
piece of law enforcement is
what “this career, this profes-
sion, is about.”

“From when I started until
now, policing has evolved and
policing has changed. This is
a service-oriented profession
first. The protect piece goes
along with it,” Bruno said.

On community policing,
Bruno said, to him, it was al-
ways felt in small towns like
Hampden, Wilbraham, Long-
meadow and East Longmead-
ow.
“I pride myself on being
community-oriented and ser-
vice-oriented. That’s what
this profession is. It’s de-
veloped into that, but we’ve
been doing it all along, and
in Hampden, I think even
more so,” Bruno said. “I'm
fortunate, I know most of
these guys, I'’ve worked with
them. Just by the nature of
mutual aid calls and working
together over the years, this
is what they do best in Hamp-
den. I think that’s one of the
strengths of Hampden PD is
community service.”

As examples, Bruno noted
the Public Safety Night Out,
one of the Hampden officers

visiting one of the schools
and spending time with the
students and finding creative
solutions to problems that
don’t result in criminal court
action.

“I think they do that well
in Hampden and that’s what I
would like to continue here in
Hampden,” Bruno said.

On working with the town
and the town administration,
he also emphasized open lines
of communication, collabora-
tion and having an open-door
policy.

His budgeting experience,
meanwhile, began during
college while working at a
college radio station. Fast
forward to now, Bruno said
he was involved in additional
tasks from the Cruiser Main-
tenance Program and weap-
ons program and firearms in-
struction to meeting with his
colleagues to discuss future
needs.

“I’ve always taken a pret-
ty active role and I’ve been
asked to help with that. So,
although I don’t administer
the budget—I would never
claim that—I’m fortunate
that I have had my hands in it
and been involved with it, so I
know quite a few of the bud-
get lines,” Bruno said.

For goals, they include re-
cruitment and retaining police
officers—such as collaborat-
ing with the local high school
and colleges to get the word
out—and more community
engagement with officers,
whether with the senior cen-
ter or the schools.

“T feel like if we culti-
vate this agency to be a place
where people are happy to
come to work, it starts with
good leadership. If they’re
happy to come to their facil-
ity, to work in the town here,

I mean, what a great place.
They can go stop at the Village
Mart, get a sandwich, stop at
Lou’s get a coffee. They have
a great place to work, ” Bruno
said. “We have a great way to
retain people here. So, we just
want to promote that.”

The Swearing In

After Selectboard Chair
John Flynn thanked Trombly,
he presented a plaque recog-
nizing his many years of ser-
vice to the town.

“Thank you for your ded-
icated years of service to the
Hampden Police Depart-
ment and the community,’
Flynn said. “And I think the
community, it should be in
bigger letters because what
you’ve done for the town of
Hampden can’t be overstated.
March 25, 1993 to July 17,
20257

The board then unani-
mously approved appointing
Bruno as the new police chief,

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
New Hampden Police Chief Daniel Bruno and his family.

who shared that he wanted
Trombly to pin the badge on
him.

“I think it’s appropriate
and the proper way to do it,”
Bruno said.

Town Clerk Eva Wiseman
then led the official swear-
ing-in of Bruno, who took the
oath to serve.

“I, Daniel A. Bruno, do
solemnly swear that I will
faithfully and impartially
discharge and perform the
duties incumbent upon me as
chief of police for the town
of Hampden, Massachusetts,
in good faith, without prej-
udice and to the best of my
ability,” Bruno said. “T will
bear true faith and allegiance
to and will uphold and de-
fend the Constitution of the
United States of America and
the Constitution of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts.
I will obey and be bound by
such rules and regulations
established by the town of
Hampden and its police de-

New Hampden Police Chief Daniel Bruno and his parents in a

family photo.

New Hampden Police Chief Daniel Bruno takes the oath as
Outgoing Police Chief Scott Trombly looks on and Town Clerk
Eva Wiseman leads the ceremony.

partment. I solemnly swear to
uphold my professional stan-
dards of honesty and integri-
ty, that I will never betray my
badge, my character or the

public trust, so help me God.”
Afterward, family, friends,
colleagues and more celebrat-
ed the occasion with cake,
photos and best wishes.

STM from page 1

mendation for the balance of
the free cash is accepted by
town meeting, the tax increase
would be approximately 8%.”

Robin Warner wondered
about the vote due to the $1.3
million in Stabilization and
“if we can transfer some of
those funds to cover some of
these expenses instead of rais-
ing our taxes.”

“It’s the way the process
works I don’t fully understand
it, but it seems if we have
$1.3 million, maybe we could
transfer some so we don’t
have to raise our taxes,” War-
ner said.

Boyd said the recommen-
dations is those articles “be
funded by transferring from
the freeh cash which we have
available.”

“So, this is not raising and
appropriating new money,’
Boyd said. “For any of these
articles, the recommenda-
tion that we’re making as is
that they be funded from the
free cash. Free cash is money
which is in excess of we had
planned on having available.”

On the raised taxes, Boyd
noted the spring vote increas-
ing the budget by $1.2 mil-
lion, “which is in excess of
our 2.5% increase.”

The $1.3 milliion is also

kept to improve ratings when
money needs to be borrowed,
cash flow and, Boyd added,
“it’s meant for long-term sit-
uations.”

After further clarification
and additional questions, Ar-
ticle Two passed by majority
vote.

Article Three was to see if
the town would raise and ap-
propriate or transfer from un-
appropriated available funds a
sum of money to increase the
budget line item “7.2 Employ-
ee Benefits” for the insurance
account - Employee Benefits.
The amount was $56,000 to
be transferred.

Selectboard Member Don
Davenport elaborated on this
one.

“We had some retirements,
so we owe our employees for
many years some pay for
vacation time, unused sick
time, that type of thing. We
didn’t budget that in the An-
nual Town Meeting because
we didn’t project these retire-
ments. So, that’s what this is
for,” Davenport said.

Article Three passed by
majority vote.

Article Four to see if the
town will vote to transfer a
sum of money from the bud-
get line item “6.0 County
Retirement” to “37.2 General
Salary (Council on Aging)”

was to take no action, which
passed by majority vote.

Article Five to see if the
town will vote to amend the
vote taken under Article 18
“Senior Center Repairs and
Renovations” of the May 12
Annual Town Meeting to add
the replacement of the HVAC
system as a permitted use of
the appropriated funds passed
by majority vote.

Article Six, as shared in
last week’s edition, was to
see if the town would raise
and appropriate or transfer
from unappropriated avail-
able funds a sum of money—
which was $130,000—to re-
place the HVAC system at the
senior center. This passed by
majority vote.

Article Seven to see if the
town will raise and appropri-
ate or transfer from unappro-
priated available funds a sum
of money to purchase and
install new HVAC systems
at the new Hampden Town
Hall, formerly the Thornton
Burgess Middle School. The
amount was $300,000 to be
transferred.

Article Seven passed by
majority vote.

Article Eight was to see if
the town would raise and ap-
propriate or transfer from un-
appropriated available funds
a sum of money to extend the

Ll
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OLIDAY

AZAAR

New Wilbraham Senior Center

250 Springfield Street, Wilbraham - Behind Wilbraham Town Hall

Sat <> Nov 22+ 9-3pm
O Favorite & New Crafts
O Delicious Home-Baked Goodies
O Unique Raffle Iltems coudontneed o be present to winyy
0 Enjoy Children’s Stories 10:00 - 1:00pm
€ Visit with Santa 11:00 - 2:00pm

Operation Jeepers Christmas 2025 - Donate a Gift for a Veteran’s Child,
birth to Age 17. Help us Stuff the Senior Center Van!

Sponsored by Friends of Wilbraham Seniors, Inc.
Proceeds will be used to support programs & services of the Wilbraham Senior Center

electrical service to the Trans-
fer Station shed and to install
new signs to better direct us-
ers through the facility. The
amount was $10,000 to be
transferred.

Article Eight passed unan-
imously.

Article 9 for raising and
appropriating or transferring
from unappropriated available
funds a sum of money to pur-

chase a new police cruiser for
the police department was no
action, which passed unani-
mously.

THURSDAY

Prime Rib Night
served with potato, veg

SAT & SUN

Our famous brunch

4 v
Book ygur HOLIDAY Party today 25-90 people
Gift Cards and LOCAL Apparel make great gifts!

SUN 9:00am - 9:00pm
Mon-WED 11:00am - 9:00pm ]|
THURS-SAT 11:00am - 10:00pm

Bar Open Late
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LOCAL APPAREL

Get Local at Home with

2 DOORDASH

=]

WEBSITE

TheLocalTableNTap.com
(413) 279-1198 » TheLocalTableNTap@gmail.com
2039 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:

I will be retiring early
next year, but my ques-
tion to you is: During the
Obama administration,
payroll taxes that employ-
ees pay were cut in half
from 6.2% to 3.1%, while
the employer’s part stayed
the same at 6.2%. This
continued for around a
year I think. This was an
attempt at giving people a
tax cut, which I think was
a bad idea or maybe the
wrong way to have done it.
How much damage do you
think this may have caused
to Social Security?

Signed: Soon
to Retire

Dear Soon to Retire:
FYI, the Obama-
era cut in the employee
portion of FICA pay-
roll taxes and SECA
(self-employment  tax)
was a temporary measure,
which has long since ex-
pired. However, the legis-
lation which enabled that
cut in employee FICA/
SECA taxes also included
a provision to replenish
the Social Security Trust
Funds from the Gener-
al U.S Treasury in an
amount equal to the esti-
mated loss of tax revenue
to the Trust Funds. So, in
effect, there was little or
no impact on the Social
Security Trust Funds.
FYI, the Trustees of
Social Security have been
projecting for many years
that the Social Security
reserves would be fully
depleted in the mid-2030s,
unless Congress takes ac-
tion to reform the SS pro-
gram. Unfortunately, Con-
gress has not yet taken any
meaningful action to ac-
complish that reform and
the current projection from
the Trustees is that all So-
cial Security reserves will
be depleted in about 2033,
necessitating an across the
board cut of about 21% in
everyone’s benefit. Time

Did the Obama-era Social Security
tax cuts hurt the program?

is running short and we
see signs that Congress is
finally starting to serious-
ly discuss Social Security
reform.

At AMAC, we have
developed and submitted
to various Congressional
Representatives a reform
plan, which would restore
Social Security to full
solvency. People can see
AMAC’s suggested plan
by visiting www.amac.us/
social-security-guarantee.
And AMAC is working
every day in Washington,
D.C. to promote Social
Security reform to avoid
future cuts in benefits.
We believe and hope that
Congress will eventually
reform the Social Securi-
ty program to avoid future
benefit cuts but, unfortu-
nately, not until they can
muster sufficient biparti-
sanship to make the hard
choices needed. To this
end, contacting your Con-
gressional Representative
to demand Social Securi-
ty reform now would be
a good thing to do. The
longer Congress delays re-
form, the harder the choic-
es will be.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other
governmental entity. This
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and
does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It
presents the opinions and
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association To submit a
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory or
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Se-
curity advisor for AMAC.

Are you a ‘complex patient?’

ith more people
living longer, it’s
becoming  likeli-

er than an individual will be
dealing with more than
one chronic health con-

dition, such as heart %
disease, hypertension, .
diabetes, cancer, any
number of autoimmune
disorders (such as lu-
pus) — the list is practi-
cally endless.

Your doctors — you
probably have more
than one -- may not tell
you to your face that
you are “complex” or
“complicated,” so how
do you know if you
are? What are the possible im-
plications of complexity, and
what can you do about it?

Here are some typical
characteristics of complex
patients, in addition to having
multiple health conditions:

* You take multiple medica-
tions.

* You have a lot of health-
care providers, including
specialists.

* You are in the hospital fre-
quently.

* You struggle to manage
your own health care be-
cause of its complexity.

* You lack the family or so-
cial network you need to
manage your health care.

Health-care providers are
seeing more patients with
complex conditions than ever,
but there’s little consensus
among doctors about how to
deal with them. Aside from
the characteristics I listed
above, patient complexity is
aggravated by a number of
other factors.

Our health care and social
care systems are fragmented,
and the gaps are continuously
growing.

The scope of individuals’
needs are constantly growing.

More patients are living
alone, as family and commu-
nity connections weaken.

There is a global shortage
of caregivers in the workforce.

Researchers have also
noted the impact of socioeco-
nomic factors, such as lack of
nutrition, poverty and access
to care.

“All of this poses great
challenges and the need for
a paradigm change in pro-
posing possible solutions and
interventions,” three Europe-

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN

an researchers wrote in 2023.
“We have to invest, mobilize
and implement harm reduc-
tion interventions in the care

Ny

Guest Column

of complex patients.”

Easier said than done, ob-
viously.

One positive I'm seeing is
the emergence of patient-cen-
tered care as a pathway to bet-
ter health outcomes. Using a
patient-centered  assessment
lets providers understand
not only a patient’s physical
health, but also their mental
health, lifestyle, behaviors,
social factors (education, em-
ployment) and ability to un-
derstand their symptoms and
treatments.

As a patient advocate, I
have to take all of these fac-
tors into consideration when
working with a client and
communicating with their
care team. Even the smallest
problem in any of these di-
mensions can dramatically
worsen a patient’s health out-
come.

But patient advocates and
health-care providers cannot
do the job by themselves. If
you fall within the definition
of “a complex patient,” it’s
important for you to take the
bull by the horns and partici-
pate in your own health care
to the best of your ability.
The same goes for your loved
ones, your primary care pro-
vider and caregivers.

This is not easy in our
fragmented health-care world.
Still, there are actions a com-
plex patient can take to help
themselves and (one hopes)
improve their health out-
comes.

Coordinating care. Each
health-care provider has to
know what the others are di-
agnosing, treating and pre-
scribing. It’s likely that one
or more of your providers is
accessible through a patient
portal that also contains test

. your
health

results, notes and electronic
health records.

Will they have time to read
everything? Maybe not, but
you should, so you
can convey your
understanding  of
what other doctors
are saying. This
is where medical-
ly-trained patient
advocates provide
a valuable service,
by reviewing the
records and then
conveying that in-
formation to doc-
tors in medical ter-
minology.

Being honest.
As humans who want to ap-
pear competent and in charge
of our lives, we sometimes
hesitate to tell our provid-
ers everything that’s going
on. Maybe there’s an emerg-
ing mental health issue.
Maybe you’re taking a drug
that hasn’t been prescribed.
Maybe there’s been a break-
up in a marriage. Maybe
you’re drinking more. All of
these things can impact your
well-being, and your doctor
needs to know about them.

Taking notes. I've said it
before and I'll say it again.
Take someone with you to
medical appointments and
have them take notes, or even
keep a journal yourself. You
can keep track not only of
doctor discussions, but also
note your mental, emotional
and physical symptoms on a
daily basis to share with your
provider.

If you are a “complex pa-
tient,” or you know someone
who is, recognize that fact
and take a stronger hand in
your care. You may be helping
yourself or a loved one live
their best life.

Teri (Dreher) Fryken-
berg, a registered nurse and
board-certified patient advo-
cate, is the founder of North-
shore Patient Advocates LLC
(NShore). She is also founder
and CEO of Nurse Advocate
Entrepreneur, which trains
medical professionals to be-
come successful private pa-
tient advocates. Teri offers
a free phone consultation to
newspaper readers as well
as to nurses interested in be-
coming advocates. Reach her
at  Teri@NurseAdvocateEn-
trepreneur.com.

Audubon Society reported

a black-billed cuckoo at
Wellfleet Bay Sanctuary and
another was seen at a differ-
ent location in Wellfleet.

The black-billed cuckoo
is often heard more than seen.
They spend a lot of time in
densely wooded eastern for-
ests and thickets. It is slender,
brown bird with white bel-
ly, long tail and as its name
implies a black bill. It has a
red ring around the eyes and
white tips on the underside
of its tail. They also have a
hunch backed look. It is about
the size of a mourning dove
11 to 12 inches without the
plump body.

Cuckoos eat lots of spiny
caterpillars and can make
quick work of tent caterpillars
and webworms. The spines of
the caterpillars stick to the
lining of their stomachs. To
rid themselves of the spins
they periodically shed the
stomach lining and coughing
it up in one giant pellet, simi-
lar to an owl.

They sing especially at
night in midsummer. Their
song is a staccato with less
of a knocking sound than the

In October, Massachusetts

Black-billed cuckoo

Caro-
lina wren,
46 eastern
bluebird,
five cedar
waxwings,
90 dark-
eyed jun-
co and 30
red-winged
blackbird.

one

Black vul-
ture

1

yellow-billed cuckoo. They
also perch motionless for
long periods of time so they
can be tricky to find. A good
location to look for them are
areas with tent caterpillars
or fall webworms, a favorite
food of these birds.

Audubon bird sightings

On Nov. 9, Massachusetts
Audubon Society reported
the following sightings at Wa-
chusett Reservoir.

Sightings included: nine
common loon, two horned
grebe, one double-crested
cormorant, two great blue
heron, 135 Canada geese, four
mute swan, one immature
gadwall, two black ducks,
63 mallard, five ring-necked
duck, 95 greater scaup, eight
lesser scaup, 41 bufflehead,
11 hooded merganser, seven
common merganser, one rud-
dy duck, one red-tailed hawk,
three wild turkey, 11 ring-
billed gull, one belted king-
fisher, one northern flicker
and one pileated woodpecker.
Other birds included on com-
mon raven, one winter wren,

1 re-
ceived an
email from a Palmer resident
on Nov. 4. She said, “When
I came home, I noticed two
birds across from the house.
I thought they might be vul-

tures because of their face,
but were not turkey vultures.”
She googled wvultures and
said, “It was easy to recog-
nize them because of their
face white feet and legs. Plus
the head appeared to be gray
and like a helmet. They were
definitely black vultures.
They stayed in that one spot
for quite awhile. They didn’t
appear to be scared of any-
thing. Cars going by did not
phase them.” Since then she
has not seen them again. She
said, “They are really a beau-
tiful bird.”

Helping birds
Bird feeders and feeding
platforms are also hotspots

for disease. Many wildlife
diseases, like mange and avi-
an pox, are spread by physi-
cal contact between healthy
and sick animals. It is im-
portant to clean bird feeders
frequently and remove any
molding seeds and debris
from them especially during
the rainy weather. Moving
the location of feeders to
different locations also helps
prevent the spread of disease.

Flocking birds
Birds are migrating. Last
week I saw a large flock of
blackbirds flying overhead.
I also have seen flocks of

Please see BIRDS, page 11
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Desigried for when
the flakes are down
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Editorial
Policy

Letters to the editor should be
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be
published. We require letter writers to
include his or her town of residence
and home telephone number. We
must authenticate authorship prior
to publication. We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal
attacks, defamation of character and
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor,
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy

The TIMES will gladly correct
factual errors that appear in this paper
and can be substantiated. Corrections
or clarifications will always appear on
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail
or mailed communication to the editor
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
is published every Thursday by Turley
Publications, Inc. One year out of town
subscriptions are available at $45, out
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission
of news material, letters to the editor
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden
Times welcomes readers to
participate in this year’s election
campaigns by writing letters to
the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times,
care of Turley Publications, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed
10 413-289-1977 or emailed to
krivers@turley.com. Please include
a daytime telephone number for
verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered
for that Thursday’s newspaper.

No attack letters will be printed.
No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy
will be printed. If the volume of
letters received is larger than the
space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive,
the newspaper reserves the right
to print a representative sample.
No endorsement letters will be
printed in the last edition before the
election.

For more information, call the
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election
coverage, the newspaper plans to
print stories about contested races
for Congress, state Senate, state
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks
leading up to the election, as well
as a question-and-answer voters
guide. In order to ensure fairness
1o all candidates, no political press
releases will be printed, nor will
reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to
further publicize their candidacy,
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden
Times.
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A COMMUNITY GALLERY &

Readers are encouraged to send in
medium to high resolution photos
for this page by e-mail to
krivers@turley.com or
mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.

Vets Social Hour

-

U.S. Army Veteran Cecile Ross and U.S. Navy RM3 Veteran
Edward McCorkindale Il strike up a conversation.

attendees.

Event Chair Kathy Sowa and Red Hatters Member Deb Gormley

smile for a photo.

HAMPDEN=

Veterans honored in special

ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc

Send us in
your
announcements!
Happy Birthdays,
Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run
here free of charge, please keep it
to less than 50 words.
Please send to krivers@turley.com

n Nov. 14, a special I
Vets Social Hour at \ |
the Wilbraham Senior | "

Center honored and thanked
Veterans and their families
for their service to this coun-
try during the week of Veter-
ans Day.

The social hour was
sponsored by the Red Hat
Ya Ya Sisterhood of Wilbra-
ham, providing refreshments
of cold and hot cider, cider
mini donuts, apple cider and
pumpkin loaf cake and more.
Also, Veterans in attendance
received handwritten thank

e N\

!

Y . B 3 ;
il ey . X '—-; |

you notes written by mem-
bers of the Red Hatters.
The chair ladies for the

Cacela x S s OT
works on a4
her note. \

A shot of a handwritten note
thanking a Veteran.

event were Kathy Sowa and
Janet Vitkus.

handwritten cards for the Veterans.

Members of the Red Hat Ya Ya Sisterhood of
Wilbraham smile, laugh and work on their

i B

[, il W

Air Force Veteran Kathleen Kennedy—
the town of Wilbraham’s 2024 Veteran
of the Year—reads her handwritten note
thanking her for her service.

Vice Queen and Event Chair
~ Janet Vitkus thanks Veterans
and their families for their

service.

Attendees enjoy treats and conversation.

. I
X

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
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Troop 359~
~ holding -
Wreath Sale

Gingerbread House
Workshops at the WPL

WILBRAHAM - The On Monday, Dec. 1, the
Wilbraham Public Library Kids’ Gingerbread House
is pleased to announce that Workshop for Grades 3-5
it will be hosting two Gin- will be from 4:30 to 5:30
gerbread House Workshop pm, and the Teen Ginger-
events for children and bread House Workshop for
teens. Grades 6-12 will follow

Decorate your own gin- from 6 to 7 p.m.
gerbread house using cones Registration is required
of various types of frost- starting Monday, Nov. 17 at
ing, fondant and a generous =~ www.wilbrahamlibrary.org
candy buffet with Mandy or call the library at 596-
Roberge from Wicked Good 6141. Wilbraham residents
Henna! only for the first week of

All supplies are provid- registration.
ed, including a homemade These programs are
gingerbread house for each sponsored by the Wilbra-
participant. ham Friends of the Library.

WILBRAHAM - Wilbraham Troop 359 will have
a Wreath Sale on Sun, Nov. 30 in St. Cecilia’s Church
parking lot from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. or until supplies last.
All proceeds will go towards camping equipment
and materials. The generous community support is
greatly appreciated. Thank you from Troop 359.

Community
Survival
Center

food drive

INDIAN ORCHARD
— On Dec. 1, the Commu-
nity Survival Center will be
having a fundraiser at the
Local Table N Tap in Wil-
braham on Boston Rd. 20%
of everyone’s bill that goes
to support the nonprofit or-
ganization will be given to
the Community Survival
Center.

There will also have a
box to collect non-perish-
able food for the Commu-
nity Survival Center.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
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It revolves around Holly, a
businesswoman from the big
city who gets snowed in at a
charming Vermont bed and
breakfast. Although she’s dat-
ing the ruthless businessman,
Bradley, Holly falls for the
B&B’s down-to-earth owner,
Lance. Sweet complications
ensue.

Ava D’Agostino plays
Holly and Nick Adams plays
Lance. Joe Lessard of En-
field, Conn., has been grow-
ing out his beard and perfect-
ing his ho-ho-hos to portray a
townsperson named Nick.

“m a tongue-in-cheek
Santa, with a nudge-nudge,
wink-wink at the audience,”
says Lessard, who also serves
as the theater group’s treasur-
er. “I’'m a human snow globe
of holiday cheer.”

“This production is a great
escape,” he said. “There is no
thinking and no learning! The
songs are infectious and audi-
ence members will be singing
them as they drive home.”

Rylee Santiago, age 14, of
Palmer plays the innkeeper’s
adorable 11-year-old daugh-
ter.

“I use a softer, higher
voice to seem younger,” says
Santiago. “And I also mim-
ic my 7-year-old sister. The
character has some funny
one-liners and I’ve made her
more tomboyish and spunky
to be more like me.”

Santiago took part in the
Young United Players pro-
duction last summer and also
serves as a scenic designer for
“Five Golden Rings.”

“T chose the color of the
paint for the set and learned
to use power tools,” she said.
“I’'ll do whatever they want
me to do. I love it so much!”

As a member of the en-
semble, Amanda Emet, of
Somers, Conn., plays several
roles in “Five Golden Rings,”
including portraying a cheery
townsperson in the pic-
ture-book village of Fairhope.

“'m a huge Christmas
person so I’ve always wanted
to be in a Christmas show,’
she says. “I’ll be wearing my
own ugly sweater and being
super cozy.”

Kiernan Cone of East
Longmeadow plays Trish,
Holly’s best friend.

“She’s sassy and has a bit
of a hard edge,” says Cone.
“The entire show is hysteri-
cal and I have a fun musical
number called ‘It’s Not You,
It’s Them.””

Casey Dion of Holyoke is
Bradley, Holly’s avaricious
boyfriend.

“Bradley is all about get-
ting money any way he can,’
says Dion. “There are very
few things about him that are
authentic. He probably got
veneers at age 14.”

“Playing him is a lot of
fun,” said Dion. “But when
I finish a scene, I feel like I
should donate money to char-
ity.”

Graham Christian is the
musical director for “Five
Golden Rings” and Jacqui Pa-
nasian is the choreographer.
The ensemble also includes
Shannon Martin, Jeff Erb and
Jim Martin. The performanc-
es will be accompanied by a

Turley photo by Patricia Sullivan
Ava D’Agostino plays Holly in
the Wilbraham United Players
musical.

three-piece orchestra.

Kennedy Prashaw of West
Springfield, a board member
as well as the show’s produc-
er, is in charge of props. She’s
been gathering gift bags,
Santa hats, reindeer ears, and
plush snowballs for the pro-
duction and will have edible
French toast ready for the ac-
tors at all performances.

To smell the French toast,
watch an adorable snowball
fight and enjoy some humma-
ble tunes, you can find tickets
for “Five Golden Rings” at
wilbrahamunitedplayers.org.

Photos courtesy of Emilie Lang
Irene and Ni with their paintings of each other.

PAINT from page 1

to those closest to them.
“These kinds of events are
really important for adults so
they can just take a break and
have fun. As we get older, and
we have more responsibilities
from life, we’re less likely to
engage in things that are fun,
not at anyone’s fault. Paint
Your Partner puts an empha-
sis on fun and creativity that
we may take for granted with-
out realizing it,” Lang said.
The Wilbraham Public Li-
brary has many events catered
to art and creativity for solely
adults. On Friday, Nov. 21,
the library will have its Adult
Crafternoon session focusing
on creating gnomes using ma-
son jars. After the New Year,
on Jan. 5, adults can have the
opportunity to make a vision
board about their person-

HOMETOWN

SP

al goals and dreams to help
visualize what they want to
achieve.

While reflecting on the
first Paint Your Partner event
at the library, Lang shared
this.

“It was honestly really
fun and interesting to see
the results of each person’s
painting. They had a lot of
variation in just a person’s art
style, and each one was origi-
nal and personal. It was great
to see the paintings to not be
the exact same, and refresh-
ing to see different perspec-
tives,” Lang said.

The new pieces of art-
work created will surely be
cherished by those closest to
painters’ friends and family,
all while they got to interact
with their creative side in a
comfortable and laid-back
place.

JITLIGHT
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Spilled wine on your
heirloom tablecloth?

Greasy food on your
favorite dress shirt?

CLEANERS, INC,

Family owned and operated since 1935

' 20% OFF " ;

i ALL DRY CLEANING!

*Must be prepaid.
i Does not apply to same day
or next day service.

I with other offers.

Expires 1/31/26. %

parkcleaners413.com

|
|
|
1 Cannot be combined 1
|
.

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 7am-6pm
Sat. 9am-3pm « Sun. 9am-3pm

413-736-5476

Monarch Place,
Ste. 200
Springfield
Mon.-Wed.-Fri.

Don’t let stains ruin
your hohdays'

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8-5 « Sat. 9am-1pm

413-279-3222

Linda & Marie with their paintings of each other.

Affordable Waste Solutions

Your Hometown Provider for
Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

. 413-244-1943

A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

<

POST
Computer Systems

Repairs e Upgrades
New & Used Equipment e Trade-ins

Where Technology Has Met Its Match

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and
everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.
2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095

413-596-5177 ® www.pocosys.com

THE (‘l ]I [‘H‘R;\I‘-‘I

A specialty shop offering a wonderful variety of fine wines,
craft beers - domestic & imported, sake, soju, mead, ciders
and a nice selection of non-alcoholic beers & wines.

6 Burt Lane, Wilbraham (in the rear of the building)

413-279-1252

Open Mon.-Wed. 11am-8pm e Thurs. & Fri. 11am-10pm
\_ Sat. 11am-10pm e Sun. 11am-7pm Y,

witd

Mon.-Fri. 8am- 6pm Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR
CLEANERS, INC GREAT SERVICE
NP
Ask about g <We<gt L. 15% OFF
special pricing <3S DRY CLEANING
for first 4 when you
responders PN pre-pay!

262 Allen St., Springfield 2 Convenient 464 Main St., Wilbraham
Locations

413-736-5476 « parkcleaners413.com

Mon.-Fri. 8am- 4pm Sat. 9am-1pm
Sun. closed
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Nehir
Elcin
goes
to her
side to
geta
bump.
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= After

tourney

WILBRAHAM - Earlier this
month, the Minnechaug Regional
High School girls volleyball fol-
lowed up on a Western Mass. Class
A title with pair of home games in
the Division 2 state tournament.
defeating Somerville
High School 3-0 in the Round

of 32, Minnechaug hosted
Reading in the Round of 16.

#, ~ The Falcons fought hard,
but was ultimately defeated
3-2 in a marathon five-set
/- match. Minnechaug had a
“« very impressive 19-4 over-
all record, including three

wins in the Western Mass.

tournament this year.

Local
players
named to
all-star
teams

HOLYOKE - The Inter-
national Volleyball Hall of
Fame has made a tradition
of hosting a showcase for
both high school boys and
girls players. The girls all-
star showcase was held this
week at Holyoke Commu-
nity College in the Bartley
Center featuring players
from all over the region.

The IVHF is very proud
to have its home in West-
ern Massachusetts and we

Jordan Miller gets a far reach to bump the
ball over the net.

Haley Powers sends a serve over the net.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Irene Chen gets low to keep the ball in play.

are very excited to again
recognize the top players in
our area.” said IVHF Execu-
tive Director George Mulry.
Selected players are chosen
by nomination and vote of
the Western Massachusetts
girls high school coaches.

There were two games
scheduled to be played. One
featuring the second team all-
stars followed by a game be-
tween the first team all-stars.
Both games were scheduled
to be three-set exhibitions.
For more information on the
Hall of Fame Girls All-Star
Volleyball Showcase, con-
tact events @volleyhall.org.

Players named to the
first team included: Min-
nechaug’s Anna O’Toole,
Cora Pace, Maliha Daubon,
and Nehir Elcin,

Player named to the sec-
ond included: Agawam’s
Sophia Laprise, and Hannah
Jock, Minnechaug’s Ha-
ley Powers, Belchertown’s
Layla Liminski, South Had-
ley’s Grace Matyszewski,
Chicopee Comprehensive’s

Gora Pace sets a ball straight up.

Maliha Daubon goes for the spike.

Olivia Warren and Lori
Vazquez.

T-Birds offensive struggles
continue against Penguins

WILKES-BARRE, PA
— The Springfield Thunder-
birds (2-10-1-1) could not
overcome an early deficit,
falling 3-1 to the Wil-
kes-Barre/Scran-
ton Pen-
guins
(12-3-
1-0) on
Saturday
night inside
Mohegan
Arena at Ca-
sey Plaza.

After scoring five goals
in a third period comeback
win on Friday night, the
Penguins picked up where
they left off just 2:20 into
the game on Saturday, as
Raivis Ansons funneled a
wrister through heavy traf-
fic and past Georgii Roma-
nov to make it a 1-0 game.

The T-Birds had a tough
time getting much cooking
in the offensive end, and the
Penguins’ relentless pres-
sure pushed the lead to a
pair at 12:51. After already
picking up a fighting ma-
jor in a scrap with Spring-
field’s Kale Kessy earlier
in the period, Boko Imama
positioned himself in the
slot and deflected a Zach
Gallant shot through Roma-
nov’s legs to make it a 2-0
game and bringing Imama
two-thirds of the way to a
Gordie Howe hat trick in the
opening period.

The Penguins wasted lit-
tle time adding to their mar-
gin early in the second, as
Rutger McGroarty - making
his season debut - cashed in
with a backhand tuck be-
tween the legs of Romanov
just 1:06 into period two.

SPRING

THUNDER

After continuous even-
strength action for the first
28 minutes, special teams

were finally put to work
in the middle frame,
and the T-Birds
had a perfect

show-
ing,
- killing
£ qff two Pen-
]HDS guins’  man
advantages
and  adding
a power play
goal at 11:52. After creating
his own predicament on a
turnover, Romanov reacted
alertly to deflect a center-
ing pass toward the neutral
zone, where Chris Wagner
and Hugh McGing sped up
on the rush and converted a
2-on-1 past Joel Blomqvist
to make it a 3-1 game, as
McGing picked up his third
of the season while Wagner
picked up a point for a sec-
ond straight night.

Romanov settled in very
well after the McGroarty
tally and turned aside the
final 11 shots he faced to
keep it at a two-goal mar-
gin heading into the third.
Blomgqvist, though, an-
swered in kind with a busy
and strong final period, as
the Penguin backstop turned
away all 12 attempts that
came his way in the third,
while the Penguins’ PK also
survived one more Spring-
field power play threat.

The T-Birds continued
their busy road schedule
Tuesday morning when
they square off in Hartford
against the Wolf Pack at
PeoplesBank Arena.

Girls Makemna
soccer §2§If.$ihe

falls in
second
round

Zoriah Wray dribbles up the field during
state playoff action.

Katelyn Hoar sends a header backwards.

’ ?
<) WILBRAHAM

QPV nechaug girls soccer’s run in
the state tournament ended in

the second round as the Fal-

Min-

Turley photos by David Henry www. sweetdogphotos com
Ava Kearney makes a throw-in.

cons were defeated 6-2 against
Duxbury High School. In the
defeat, Ava Kearney had both
goals for the Falcons. Their

Cailin 0’Brien heads up the field.

season ends with an overall re-
cord of 7-8-5. Minnechaug de-
feated Melrose in penalty kicks
to advance in the tournament.

Taylor Bartosz follows through on a
forward pass.
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Railers score sweep of Lions

WORCESTER - The
Railers spent the first few
weeks of this
season
playing
games
where
it  was
hard to
find some-
thing they
did right.

Satur-
day night
they played one
where it was hard to
find something they did
wrong.

Behind sensational goal-
tending by Henrik Tikkanen
and equally sensational pen-
alty killing, Worcester shut
out the reigning ECHL Kelly
Cup champion Trois-Rivieres
Lions by a 2-0 score.

Tikkanen made 32 saves.
The Railers killed five pen-
alties, three in the third pe-
riod. Counting the penalties
and the four minutes or so
Trois-Rivieres played with its
goalie on the bench, Worces-
ter spent about half the period
skating 5 on 6.

Goaltending was the dif-
ference in the final 20 minutes
as Tikkanen made 13 saves.
So, which aspect of the game

was key, goaltending or pen-
alty killing, coach Nick Tuz-
zolino was asked.
“ 1 t
works hand
in  hand,”
he said. “I
think the
lanes that
our  penalty
kill created
allowed (Tik-
kanen) to be as
effective as he
was.”
Worcester got a goal
from Lincoln Hatten in the
second period and Anthony
Callin, just back from a sus-
pension, in the third.

The shutout was the first
by a Railers goaltender since
Tikkanen beat Wichita, 1-0,
out there last Nov. 27. It was
the first at the DCU Center
since March 2, 2024. John
Muse blanked Trois-Rivieres,
4-0.

It was the fifth of Tik-
kanen’s career here. He is
one behind Mitch Gillam, the
franchise’s all-time leader,
and tied with IceCat Brent
Johnson for sixth on the
Worcester all-pro list. Curtis
Sanford of the IceCats leads
in that category with 10.

Tikkanen’s career in the

Islanders’ organization has
had its highs and lows. It is
highs like Saturday night that
have kept him around.

“I know he has had sort of

an up and down stat career in
Bridgeport,” Tuzzolino said,
“but every time I’ve been be-
hind the bench and he’s been
in net I can count maybe one
game that he’d like back.

“I have no issue with
Teeks.”

Tuzzolino did have an
issue with the way his team
played in the first two peri-
ods and let them know about
it. Even so, the Railers had
the lead going into the third
thanks to Hatten’s goal at
12:31 of the second period.

He snapped the dual shut-

out with his second goal of

the weekend at 12:31. Cole
Donhauser tried a wrap-
around that Lions’ goalie
Benjamin Gaudreau denied
but the puck bounced out to
Hatten just above the crease
and he popped it home to give
Worcester the lead.

Callin made it 2-0 at 8:12
of the third. Calle Odelius
set things up with a nice rush
through center ice. He found
Callin on the right side and
he beat Gaudreau with a high
wrist shot to the far corner.

Participate in the 2025 Wilbraham Turkey Trot

WILBRAHAM - Please
join us on Thanksgiving
morning, Nov. 27 for the
Wilbraham Turkey Trot - a
five-mile road race up Mon-
son Road now in its 46nd
year. The annual tradition,
started in 1980, has grown
in recent years selling out
at 500 runners the past sev-
eral years. This year, the
maximum has been in-
creased to 550 participants.
There is no vaccination re-
quirement this year. The
course starts in Woodland
Dell Cemetery just up from
race headquarters at the Wil-
braham United Church. Run-
ners then make a left onto
Main St. and head up Monson
Road. Once summited, run-
ners turn left and enjoy sce-
nic views of the valley from

atop Ridge Road and enjoy
the downhill along Mountain
Road before turning back on
Main Street to the church.
The race starts at 8:30 a.m.
with bib pick-up beginning at
7:30 a.m. at the church.

The race focuses on pro-
viding a classic New England
Turkey Trot with chip timing,
race swag, and one big hill.
Awards will be given for the
first male and female runners
to the top of Monson Road.

Registration is only $25
and available online at www.
RunReg.com/13116

Residents are asked not
to park on Woodland Dell or
Main Street on Thanksgiving
morning and to avoid driving
on the route until after the
race has concluded at 10 a.m.
Any traffic will be detoured

downhill from Monson Road
to Main along Ridge and
Mountain Roads.

Expected road closures
are as follows:

Main Street: From Mon-
son to Woodland Dell: 8:30-
8:35 a.m.

Monson Road: Closed to
downhill traffic from Ridge
Road to Main Street: 8:30-
8:50 a.m. (Traffic detoured
down ridge road)

Ridge Road: Closed to up-
hill traffic from Mountain to
Monson: 8:35-9:10 a.m.

(Traffic detoured down
Mountain Road)

Mountain Road: Closed
to uphill traffic from Main to
Ridge: 8:40-9:25 a.m.

(Traffic can travel uphill
via Monson Road)

.

Low cost tutoring
& scholarships are
available!

We’re a private,
non-profit organization
at the Palmer Public
Library, here to help you
meet your educational
and professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

_—
lOP FIoOT e
LEARNING

TUTORING
AVAILABLE

Your Professional & Educational Goals

A Guide to Safe(r) Computing

For $20, learn:

» Passwords— How to create them and keep

them safe

+ Social Engineering— What is it? How to avoid

falling for it.

 Phishing—How it works and how to avoid it.
» Fake emails and websites—How to spot them.
« How to I know if I have been hacked and what

to do?

Wednesday, December 3rd @ 1pm

Top Floor Learning, Palmer Public Library
www.topfloorlearning.org

Call 413-544-6600

to reserve your spot today!

POST

- Computer Systems

Contact Us For More Information

413-544-6600 . ¢

email: dkimball@topfloorlearning’org
*https://topfloorlearning.org/© * *
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Falcons
alumni
invited to
take part
in game

WILBRAHAM - The
Minnechaug Boys Varsi-
ty Soccer annual alumni
game will be held Friday,
Nov. 28. at 10:30 am., the
day after Thanksgiving,
at the Falcon Soccer Club
Fields off of Stony Hill
Rd. This will mark the
26th year of the game be-
ing played. All former and
current varsity players,
parents, and friends to the
program are encouraged to
attend. Players are respon-
sible for the appropriate
gear to play. All are invited
to gather at the Taproom
Grill following the game.
Help keep this great tradi-
tion alive.

15th Annual Holiday
Bazaar November 22

WILBRAHAM - The
Friends of Wilbraham Se-
niors invite you to enjoy
our popular 15th Annual
Holiday Bazaar to be held
at the Wilbraham Senior
Center, 250 Springfield
Street, Saturday, Nov. 22
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

According to Bazaar
Chair Dee Mitchell, this
popular event will feature
favorite crafters for gifts of
jewelry, pet products, pot-
tery, greeting cards, metal
work and holiday décor!
New artisans will also ex-
hibit with unique art and
specialty creations.

Featured will be our
large Raffle with a wide
array of items to bid on.
Homemade freshly baked
goodies will be available to
purchase for your holiday
table or to enjoy with a bev-
erage while shopping.

Children can enjoy Miss
Deb’s stories in the Senior
Center Café from 10:30
am. to 1 p.m. And Santa
is taking time from his busy
schedule to visit with us

from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.!

Be sure to bring spe-
cial wish lists to share with
him! A light lunch will be
available for purchase.

All Bazaar proceeds
will be used to support the
Wilbraham Senior Center’s
programs and services, and
to enhance the lives of our
area seniors.

This year, as a special
project, The Friends are
asking attendees to help
STUFF THE SENIOR
CENTER’S VAN with
gifts for Veteran’s Children,
ages birth to 17-years-of-
age. These donations will
be given to area Veterans
families who have regis-
tered with Project New
Hope’s Jeepers Christmas
program. Donated gifts can
be wrapped or unwrapped
but need to be labeled by
gender and age range. We
hope to make their holidays

brighter!

For more information,
Dee Mitchell, 413-363-
1037.

Wilbraham seeks volunteers to help launch
‘Friends of the Veterans of Wilbraham’

WILBRAHAM - The
Town of Wilbraham’s De-
partment of Veterans Ser-
vices is calling on local
residents, veterans, and
community members to help
form a new volunteer organi-
zation - Friends of the Veter-
ans of Wilbraham.

Over the past year, many
residents have expressed
interest in doing more to
support local veterans be-
yond the official programs
coordinated by the Town. In
response, Veterans Services
Director Patrick Renna is
helping to facilitate the cre-
ation of this independent
community-based group
dedicated to honoring, as-
sisting, and engaging Wil-
braham’s veterans and their
families.

“It’s inspiring to see how
many people in our commu-
nity want to do more for our
veterans,” said Renna. “The
Friends of the Veterans of

Wilbraham will provide an
outlet for that enthusiasm
- helping to expand events,
programs, and volunteer
support for those who have
served.”

The purpose of the
Friends of the Veterans of
Wilbraham organization will
be to:

Plan and fundraise for
veteran-centered programs,
events, and special projects.

Support community com-
memorations such as Memo-
rial Day and Veterans Day.

Provide outreach, edu-
cation, and volunteer assis-
tance to veterans and their
families.

Strengthen connections
between veterans, their fami-
lies, and the broader Wilbra-
ham community.

Participate in the selec-
tion of the annual Veter-
an and Veteran Business/
Organization of the Year
awardees.

While the Department of
Veterans Services fully sup-
ports this effort, state ethics
laws prevent the Director
from holding an official
role within the organization.
However, Renna will con-
tinue to provide guidance,
coordination, and commu-
nication to help ensure the
group’s success.

Community members in-
terested in helping shape this
new organization are invited
to attend an information ses-
sion on Wednesday, January
14, 2026, at 5 p.m. at the
Wilbraham Senior Center.

This founding commit-
tee will develop the group’s
mission statement and deter-
mine its organizational struc-
ture (such as establishing a
nonprofit 501(c)(3).

For more information or
to express interest in partici-
pating, contact: Patrick Ren-
na, Director of Veterans Ser-
vices, Town of Wilbraham.

Calendar
Raffle
coming

WILBRAHAM - A
Calendar Raffle Fundrais-
er for the month of No-
vember is being held by
the Saint Cecilia Women’s
Club.

Thirty very gener-
ous local businesses have
sponsored a day in No-
vember with most of the
days awarding $100 and
up to the name drawn for
that day. Raffle tickets are
$25 each. The proceeds
help to fund the club’s
scholarships and dona-
tions to many charitable
organizations in the area
as well as to the needs of
the church. Tickets can be
found on the St. Cecilia
Parish, Wilbraham, web-
site under downloadable
forms, on the table on the
rotunda at the church, or
from parish members.

Call Sue Agnew, 596-
9480, with questions.

New DRC days and
hours of operation

WILBRAHAM - There
are new DRC hours of oper-
ation beginning Nov. 12.

The town of Wilbraham
will be modifying the oper-
ating hours for the Dispos-
al and Recycling Center.
Saturday and Sunday hours
have been modified and
Thursday hours have been
added.

*Sunday 9:30 am. to 3
p.m.

Monday Closed

Tuesday Closed

Wednesday 7 a.m. to 3
p.m.
*Thursday 11 a.m. to 3
p.m.

Friday 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.

*Saturday 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Thank you for your co-
operation and continued
commitment to responsible
waste and recycling prac-
tices.

Stuff a Cruiser Dec. 6

WILBRAHAM - The

Wilbraham Police Relief

Association will be hold-
ing its annual Stuff
a Cruiser Toy Drive
on Saturday, Dec.
6 from 9 am. to 1
p-m. at the BigY lo-
cated at 2035 Bos-
ton Road in Wilbra-
ham.

They will be ac-
cepting donations

<|Fm(Zz/m|(n|m|®n

of new, unwrapped gifts for
local families in need. More

information to follow.

NOTICE

ERRORS: FEach adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.
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Building Utilization Committee seeks community input

WILBRAHAM - The
Town of Wilbraham announc-
es the ongoing work .
of the Building Uti-
lization Committee
and invites commu-
nity  participation
through a public
survey on municipal
building usage. \

The Wilbraham
Board formed the
ing Utilization Committee
in early 2025 in response
to the need to optimize the
town’s facilities amid grow-
ing demands for efficiency
and cost savings. Comprising

Select
Build-

nine members, including six
community residents and one
representative each
from the Finance
Committee, Capital
Planning Commit-
tee, and Planning
Board, the commit-
tee’s primary pur-
pose is to assess cur-
rent town-owned buildings
and properties, identify op-
portunities for improvement,
and recommend cost-effective
solutions to enhance function-
ality, repurpose underutilized
spaces, and improve overall
operational efficiency.

As part of its mandate,
the committee is required to
report its findings, analyses,
and recommendations directly
back to the Select Board, pro-
viding actionable insights to
inform future town planning
and budgeting decisions.

To ensure the committee’s
recommendations reflect the
needs and perspectives of Wil-
braham residents, a munici-
pal building usage survey has
been developed to gather com-
munity feedback on how town
facilities are currently used
and potential improvements.
The survey is quick and anon-

ymous, covering topics such
as building accessibility, us-
age frequency, and ideas for
optimization.

Community input is vital
to shaping a more efficient and
responsive town infrastruc-
ture. Residents are encour-
aged to complete the survey
by Dec. 1 to help guide the
committee’s work.

Contact: Jeffrey Smith,
Chairman Wilbraham Building
Utilization Committee Phone:
(413) 596-2800 Email: town-
hall@wilbraham-ma.gov ~ or
Whbuc @Wilbraham-ma.gov.
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Update on HPL Hours

HAMPDEN - The Ili-
brary has shared the fol-
lowing information on their
hours ahead of the upcoming
move to the former Thornton
W. Burgess Middle School.

Week of Nov. 17: Open
at 625 Main. St for regu-
lar hours Monday through
Wednesday, 10 am. to 5
p.m., Thursday 1 to 8 p.m.
and Saturday 10 a.m. to 2
p.m.

Week of Nov. 24: Open
at 625 Main St. for regu-
lar hours Monday through
Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 5
p.m., Thursday 1 to 8 p.m.

and Saturday 10 a.m. to 2
p-m. except on Thursday,
Nov. 27 for the Thanksgiving
holiday

Week of Dec. 1: Library
closed for moving

Week of Dec. 8: Open
at the new Town Hall at 85
Wilbraham Rd. Monday
through Wednesday, 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m., Thursday 1 to 8
p-m. and Saturday 10 a.m. to
2 p.m.

Santa and Mrs. Claus will
also be at the new library lo-
cation on Saturday Dec. 13
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

BIRDS from page 6

about a dozen Canada geese
flying overhead. Last week,
my granddaughter, Lizzie
and I saw a flock of geese
flying low over her house.
We could hear their wings
beating. The robins that head
south have also been flock-
ing in my field and along

the roads. Some robins over
winter living in the swamps.

Winter berries

Every year a flock of rob-
ins come and make short or-
der of the winterberries on a
bush in my yard. I’ve spotted
the bright red winterberries
in several spots during my
travels. I will keep an eye out

for birds at those bushes.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message
at extension 100, emailing
mybackyard88@aol.com
or edowner@turley.com or
mailing to Barre Gazette,
PO. Box 448, Barre, MA
01005.

Wilbraham Community Chorus 2025 Concert Series

WILBRAHAM - The Wil-
braham Community Chorus,
accompanied by Marcia Jack-
son and directed by Raymond
Drury, will perform two con-
certs this December. Sunday,
Dec. 7 at St. Cecilia’s Cath-
olic Church, Wilbraham at 3
p.m., and Saturday, Dec. 13
at First Church of Christ in
Longmeadow at 2 p.m.

Drury has chosen a var-

ied and compelling program
including classical master-
works of Vivaldi, Lauridsen,
Purifoy and Navarud plus a
selection of folk tunes, pop
songs and seasonal numbers.
Of particular interest will be
a performance by both Jack-
son and local keyboard artist
Todd Rovelli of music for pi-
ano four-hands, and a cham-
ber choir consisting of WCC

members singing music of the
incomparable P.D.Q. Bach.
Admission is free, but a
free will offering will be tak-
en to help defray expenses.
This program is supported in
part by a grant from the Long-
meadow Cultural Council, a
local agency, which is sup-
ported by the Mass Cultural
Council, a state agency.

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

* Property Maintenance

© Organic Tick & Mosquito Control
e Loam and Seed

e Fertilizer & Pest Management

© Spring & Fall Cleanups
* Power Seeding
* PH Remedy

LANDSCAPING

* Mulch, Stone, Loam Applications

YOUR LOCAL
TRUSTED
RELIABLE
DEPENDABLE

For a FREE Estimate CALL: 413-531-1216
www.keithishamlandscapingLLC.com

* Walls, Walkways, Patios, Edging

¢ Landscape Design and Installation
¢ Walking Trails Installed & Maintained

* Excavation - Drainage - Drywells
¢ Field & Brush Hogging

THIS

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS
HERE ON

L.ocal
HOIVIE
PROs

SPACE

IS AVAILABLE

Pumping ¢ Installation ¢ Title 5 Inspections * Perc Tests

566-2916

Evening & Weekend Appointments Available!
Billy Bond - The Area’s #1 “Go To” Septic Guy!
Fully Insured - Family Owned

JUNK REMOVAL

B Tree Removal

B Structural Pruning
B Crane Service

B Storm Damage

B Stump Grinding

Magnet P.1.

Junk Removal & Dumpster Service!
Get Rid of ALL your junk at a reasonable price.
Even the Tough Stuff!

Boilers, hot Water Tanks, Oil Tanks, T.V.'s, Monitors,
Mattresses, Pools, Hot Tubs, Tires...We take it all!

Call Doug at 413-455-4397
TREE WORK

INSURED AND CERTIFIED it
TREE #5¢

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation 413-478-4212

LUMBER & FEED

A SMITH €
n} oA
LUMBER & FEED COMPANY

For Your Interior And Exterior Living Spaces!
84 Hubbard St., Ludlow * 413-583-3472
Mon- Fri 7:30am -5:00pm;

Sat 7:30am — noon; closed Sunday

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

Cocdore 3

Seamless Aluminum Gutters

www.verdonsgutters.com e verdonsgutters@charter.net
Fully Insured & Free Estimates
CUSTOM MADE & INSTALLED CONTINUOUS SEAMLESS ALUMINUM GUTTERS & DOWNSPOUTS

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Walker Home Improvement

Repairs & Renovations
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
¢ Finish Carpentry ¢ Framing
e Windows & Door Replacement
e Drywall ¢ Painting * Decks
413.687.5552

Competitive Pricing ® Licensed ® Insured

CABINETRY
DOORS « WINDOWS
DECKING
ROOFING
AND MORE ...

Over 40 Years
Experience
Family Owned &
Operated

65 Main Street, Wilbraham ¢ (413) 596-9611
Mon.-Fri. 7am to 5pm - Please No Sundays - Lic.#105559
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Classifieds

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS |

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

DRYFIREWOOD Oak/maple, cu/split/de-
livered, $300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more.
Edwin Wroblewski Logging, 413-824-
0731.

Buying standing timber, paying good mon-
ey.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2**x**xx%] & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell

(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured *
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

ATTENTION
SMITH & WESSON RETIREES:
Sell me your collection of S&W grips.
Tim 413-246-4966.

SWIFT RIVER SUPPLY

We buy guns.
Federal and state licensed.
413-658-5690.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your
electrical and construction needs. Fully
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10%
Senior and Veteran's discounts. Call Tom
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work,
no project too small. Service upgrades,
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

Find archives of this

Call us at 413.283.8393

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service, roofing
and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

INTERIOR PAINTING - only $249.00
for average 12x16 room. Free estimates,
fast, dependable service.

Call (508)867-2550.

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior,
exterior painting and wallpapering.
Also minor carpentry.
413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

SNOWPLOWING

RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Service.
Wilbraham residential only Call or Text
now. Limited space available. 413-519-
5439

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing * Drywall ¢
Painting * & more!

(413) 687-5552/

please recycle this newspaper

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

BLOWER & LA OWER
A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair.

Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now
$1,200. 413-218-2321

AND REPA

CA

FREE TOWING

FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

el
|a

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

local newspaper at
THURSDAY AT 1PM www.newspapers.turley.com
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
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Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $§
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA 1 Discover a1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cw
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!
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Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
DIESEL MECHANIC

In charge of daily repairs & maintenance
on trucks as well as keeping equipment
records/ordering parts. Health insurance/
vacation. Mon-Fri. Come & meet with us!
RB Enterprises
Ludiow, MA

Town of Worthington
Highway Position Opening

The Town of Worthington is soliciting letters
of interest from qualified candidates to fill
two full-time Equipment Operator/General
Laborer positions in the Town Highway De-
partment.
Valid MA CDL operator, Hydraulic Hoister’s
licenses and OSHA-10 certification is pre-
ferred.
« salary rate range: $26.49 - $38.59 per
hour
Further information can be found on the
Town’s website:
www.worthington-ma.us
Questions will be answered by the Highway
Superintendent at 64 Huntington Road,
Monday - Friday, 7 AM to 3 PM,; the tele-
phone number is 413-238-5830 or send
letter of interest, resume and three (3) ref-
erences with relevant contact information
to: highway @worthington-ma.us or to
Worthington Highway Department, PO
Box 643, Worthington, MA, 01098. This
posting will remain pertinent until the po-
sition is filled.
The Town of Worthington is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer.

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON
INVITATION TO BID

SNOW PLOWING SERVICES
The Town of Worthington Highway Depart-
ment is soliciting bids for seasonal plowing
services for the 2025-2026 winter season.
Work will include plowing backroads and
selected blacktop sections throughout the
Town of Worthington.
Minimum equipment requirements:
* 3-ton truck or larger
« 8-foot plow (minimum)
Please contact the Worthington Highway
Department for bid specifications and route
details:
Worthington Highway Department
64 Huntington Road
Worthington, MA 01098
Phone: 413-238-5830
Email: highway @worthington-ma.us
The Town of Worthington reserves the
right to accept or reject any and all bids
deemed to be in the best interest of the
Town.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling
brook, |-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths,
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

|_FOR RENT
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

= T
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WILBRAHAM
PLANNING BOARD
The Wilbraham  Planning
Board will hold a Public Hear-
ing on Wednesday, December
3, 2025, at 6:00 PM in the Town
Office Building, 240 Springfield
Street, on the application of
Michael Strycharz (contractor)
for Site Plan Approval (SPA25-
05) under Sections 3.4.2.8 and
4.10 of the Wilbraham Zoning
Bylaw to allow construction of
a 795 square foot attached Ac-
cessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)
on property owned by Paul
and Keena Gravanda located at
1134 Glendale Road as shown
on plans on file in the Planning
Office and posted for public
viewing on the Planning Board
page of the Town of Wilbraham
website at www.wilbraham-ma.
gov/123/Planning-Board. Both
in person and virtual participa-
tion are available. To participate
virtually go to https://meet.goto.
com/971040493 or call 877-309-
2073 (Access Code: 971-040-
493).
James Rooney, Chair
11/13, 11/20/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P2366EA
Estate of:
William S Berman

Date of Death: 12/06/2012
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Late and Lim-
ited Formal Testacy and/or Ap-
pointment has been filed by Re-
becca S Berman of Saco, ME
requesting that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Rebecca S Berman of Saco,
ME be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 12/10/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: November 12, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
11/20/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P2170EA
Estate of:
Jean Dianne Footit
Also Known As:
Jean D Footit
Date of Death: 09/24/2025
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A - Formal
Probate of Will with Appoint-
ment of Personal Representa-

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

tive has been filed by Thomas
A Masterton of Leverett, MA
requesting that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Thomas A Masterton of Lev-
erett, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said
estate to serve Without Surety
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 12/09/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled

-

EARLY DEADLINES

FOR ADS & LEGAL NOTICES

Thanksgiving will bring early deadlines for all legal notices to run in
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS the week of November 24-28, 2025.

Thursday, Nov. 20 at 2 PM for November 27 issue
e Agawam Advertiser News e Country Journal
e The Register ® Wilbraham-Hampden Times

Friday, November 21 at 2 PM for November 27 Issue
e Sentinel ® Quaboag Current

Monday, November 24 at 2 PM for November 27 Issue
e The Journal Register ® Ware River News e Barre Gazette

Tuesday, November 25 at 2 PM for November 28 Issue
e Town Reminder e The Holyoke Sun e Chicopee Register

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
413-283-8393 e www.turley.com

&

Turley Publications
would like to
help you show off
the newest
member of
your family

this Christmas,

FOR
FREE!

Mail to:

Turley Publications
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069
Attn: Jamie Joslyn
Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope
if you would like
the picture returned or
email photo to:
jamie@turley.com
with subject line:
BABY'S FIRST.

This offer is available to
all babies born in 2025.
Pictures will be
published the week of
December 23-26, 2025.

Logan Distler

September 22, 2024

Parents: Daniel & Lisa Distler, Brimfield
Grandparents: Christopher & Michele Mues, Warren

Carole & the late Bruce Distler, Long Island, NY

Baby's Name:

Birthdate:

Parents’ Names:

Parents’ Town of Residence:

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:

(]

Agawam Advertiser
News

Barre Gazzette
Chicopee Register
Country Journal
The Holyoke Sun
Journal Register

coodono

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)

Please check the newspaper
you would like your announcement to appear.

Deadline for photos and forms is
Friday, December 12, 2025

Quaboag Current
The Register
Sentinel

Town Reminder
Ware River News
The Wilbraham-
Hampden Times

codood
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PUBLIC NOTICES B

to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: November 12, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
11/20/2025

Town of Wilbraham
LEGAL NOTICE
The Wilbraham Conservation
Commission will hold a public
hearing on Monday, December
1, 2025 at 6:30PM in Confer-
ence Room 1 at the Wilbraham
Town Hall, 240 Springfield

Street, on the Request for De-
termination filed by the Town of
Wilbraham Department of Public
Works under the Massachusetts
Wetlands Protection Act and the
Wilbraham Wetlands Bylaw. The
proposed project is for trimming,
cutting, and removing trees sur-
rounding the Town’s sewer pump
station at 16v Wellfleet Drive. In-
formation relating to this appli-
cation is on file with the Conser-
vation Commission. Christopher
Brown, Chairman

11/20/2025

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

DEADLINE

In observance of THANIKSGIVING
There will be an
EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE

Place your advertisement no later than

Thurs., Nov. 20, 1 p.m.

A TURLEY PUBLICATION
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 e 413-283-8393 e www.turley.com

14. Swiss river

31. Promotions

41. Northern U.S.

factions

CLUES ACROSS 34. Masses of matter ~ 60. Vietnamese 29. Mark Wahlberg’s

1. Popular broadcast  36. Soviet Socialist offensive stuffed animal
network Republic 31. Remember it

4. Train line 37. Nightstand item  CLUES DOWN 32. “Good Will Hunting”

10. Go quickly 39. The content of 1. Horse-drawn carriage lead man

11. Straightforward cognition 2. Prejudices 33. Pleasant facial

12. Canadian province 40. Arab ruler 3. Peacefully expression

15. It can be straight state official 38. Lacking poetic
or curved 42. Chewed in small 5. Soldiers beauty
16. Edit bites 6. Large mollusk 41, Tall, swift and
18. Utter repeatedly 48. Hawaiian island 7. Take out again slender dog
22. Gotten up 50. More thin 8. Sour or bitter in taste  43. Sports personality
23. Sea vessel 51. Of one 9. Songwriter Tunstall Michelle
24. Agents of one’s 52. Rigid bracelet or ~ 12. Husk of wheat 44, Robber
demise anklet 13. Flexible covering in ~ 45. Liquefied natural
26. Not out 53. Barbary sheep some birds gas
27. Something to 54. Not even 17. Energy 46. Snakelike fish
scratch 55. Atomic #106 19. Night monkey genus  47. Sediment at bottom
28. A round water pot  56. Haggle 20. Small nails of a liquid
30. Slang for 58. Boxing’s GOAT 21. Colorless volatile 49, Crimean seaport
cylindrical green 59. Division of a group liquid 56. Bad grades
fruit into opposing 25.Inaway, changes  57. Popular S. Korean

integrity

4. University athletic

35. Sea vessel

rapper
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DL&G TREE

Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Storm
Damage

Stump
Grinding

Lot
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

413-418-4212




