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Correspondent

HAMPDEN - A stellar 
cast is bringing “Lost In 
Yonkers,” the award-win-
ning play by Neil Simon, 
to full tragicomic life at 
the Thornton W. Burgess 
School.

The production open-
ed on Nov. 7. Tickets are 
still available for its re-
maining performances on 
Friday, Nov. 14 at 7:30 
p.m., Saturday, Nov. 15 
at 7:30 p.m., and Sunday, 
Nov. 16 at 2 p.m.

On opening night, 
actors with the Theatre 
Guild of Hampden grace-
fully balanced the script’s 
light moments with its 
underlying dark themes. 
Under the direction of 

‘LOST IN YONKERS’‘LOST IN YONKERS’
a triumph of comedy and dramaa triumph of comedy and drama

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The se-
nior center hosted a Spectrum 
Smart Devices for Seniors 
Workshop on Oct. 28 to help 
seniors build their digital 
skills.

The tips included protect-
ing your identity and informa-
tion online, how to use apps 
for transportation, food, med-
ical information and ways of 
better connecting with fam-
ily and friends. Also, how to 
avoid phishing and smishing 
scams, block scam and robo 
calls and the types of digital 
passwords to use to protect 
information online.

Two laptops were also 
raffled off to attendees and 
everyone received a tote bag 
with screen cleaners and re-
mote controls. 

The workshop was led 
by Destiny Easler, the West-
ern Massachusetts program 
manager at Cyber Seniors, a 
nonprofit organization offer-
ing free technical support and 
training for senior citizens.

Nancy Clark, director of 

WSC hosts 
Spectrum 
Smart 
Devices 
Workshop

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers

Nancy Clark, Director of 
Government Affairs for Charter 
Communications-Spectrum, 
welcomes attendees.

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Local 
veterans and their families 
were celebrated ahead of Vet-
erans Day during the Annual 
Veterans Day Appreciation 
Breakfast at the senior center 
on Nov. 6.

The breakfast was spon-
sored by the Wilbraham Ju-
nior Women’s Club and the 
menu comprised of fresh 
fruit, orange juice, egg and 
strata sausage and potatoes. 
Also, cider donuts donated by 
Rice Fruit Farm and patriotic 
cake pops from Wilbraham 

Junior Women’s Club Presi-
dent Brenda Willard. 

Patrick Renna, director of 
Veterans Services, said the 
event was “a tremendous suc-
cess.”

“We completely maxed 
out the available space, which 
is a wonderful ‘problem’ to 
have, and we’re already look-
ing at ways to expand for next 
year to accommodate even 
more veterans and families. 
The energy in the room was 
incredible, constant conversa-
tion, laughter, and connection 
from start to finish. It truly 
felt like a gathering of fami-
ly,” Renna said.

Renna enjoyed seeing the 

Veterans from every branch 
come together, sharing stories 
and “reconnecting with that 
sense of camaraderie we all 
miss after leaving service.”

“There’s something spe-
cial about watching people 
who may not have met before 
instantly bond over shared 
experiences,” Renna said. “It 
feels less like an event and 
more like a reunion. It also 
provides me a great oppor-
tunity to introduce myself to 
veterans that I haven’t had the 
opportunity to meet yet and 
give them a brief synopsis 
of the services that I have to 

Residents voted in 
favor during STM

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent

HAMPDEN – During the 
Nov. 3 Special Town Meet-
ing, a majority of Hampden 
residents voted to appropri-
ate $130,000 of available 
funds to replace the Heating 
Ventilation Air Condition-
ing, or HVAC, system at the 
senior center on Allen Street. 

This item was listed as 
Article Six on the STM War-
rant, which was to see if the 
town will raise and appro-

priate or transfer from unap-
propriated available funds a 
sum of money to replace the 
HVAC system at the senior 
center.

The senior center is ap-
proximately 25 years old 
and still uses its original 
HVAC system. 

Gary Weiner, chair of 
the Senior Center Building 
Committee, provided details 
on why the request was be-
ing made. 

“When we came in 
the spring, we asked for 
$140,000 for three mainte-
nance reasons, if you will,” 
Weiner said. “The roof 

Hampden to replace HVAC 
system at senior center

Local veterans honored at Veterans Day Appreciation Breakfast

By Natalie Proulx
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - On Mon-
day, Nov. 3, the library invited 
teens grades six through 12 to 
a Book Bedazzling event. 

Participants were told to 
bring a favorite book with 
them or choose one from the 
provided selection. 

The Wilbraham Friends 
of the Library made this 

Photo courtesy of Rachel Hapgood

Ellie and Violet with their blinged out books.

WPL holds 
Teen Book 
Bedazzling 
Workshop

Photos courtesy of Patrick Renna

A photo of the Veterans and their families in attendance at this years Veterans Day Appreciation 
Breakfast at the Wilbraham Senior Center.

Turley photo by Patricia Sullivan

The cast of “Lost in Yonkers” was showered with audience appreciation at their curtain call.

Please see VETERANS, 
page 4

Please see YONKERS, 
page 5

Please see BEDAZZLE, 
page 5Please see HVAC, page 5

Please see SMART 
DEVICES, page 9
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TheLocalTableNTap.com
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 2039 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

SUN 9:00am - 9:00pm
Mon-WED 11:00am - 9:00pm

THURS-SAT 11:00am - 10:00pm
Bar Open Late

Get Local at Home with
WEBSITE

THURSDAY
Prime Rib Night

served with potato, veg

SAT & SUN 
Our famous brunch

9am-12pm

Book your HOLIDAY Party today 25-90 people
Gift Cards and LOCAL Apparel make great gifts!

LOCAL APPAREL

HOLIDAY
BAZAAR

Sat�Nov 22�9-3pm

New Wilbraham Senior Center
250 Spring
eld Street, Wilbraham - BehindWilbraham Town Hall

15th Annual

Favorite & New Crafts
Delicious Home-Baked Goodies
Unique Raffle Items
Enjoy Childrenʼs Stories 10:00 - 1:00pm
Visit with Santa 11:00 - 2:00pm

Operation Jeepers Christmas 2025 - Donate a Gift for a Veteranʼs Child,
birth to Age 17. Help us Stuff the Senior Center Van!

Sponsored by Friends of Wilbraham Seniors, Inc.
Proceeds will be used to support programs & services of the Wilbraham Senior Center

(You don’t need to be present to win!)

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Select-
board approved the tax work-
off program for 2026 during 
their Nov. 3 meeting that was 
held ahead of this year’s Spe-
cial Town Meeting.

Hampden Senior Center 
Executive Director Rebecca 
Moriarty explained there are 
14 slots and each person gets 
a $2,000 abatement.

“Just looking to see if 
you’re in favor of the program 
continuing through 2026. The 
assessor sent an email and they 
said that the 14 positions at 
$2,000 would still be afford-
able,” Moriarty said. ”No in-
crease for 2026.”

When Chair John Flynn 
asked how many were used 
last year, Moriarty replied all 
14 were used.

“Town House, Zoom Op-
erator. Are you going to want 
that again next year?” Moriar-
ty said.

Administrative Assistant 
Lauren McCormick asked this.

 “Is it possible to get two 
for two?” McCormick said. 
“One for the Selectboard and 
one we can use for the Plan-
ning (Board) and ConCom?”

“If we’re expanding to two, 

does that mean somebody else 
loses what they had last year?” 
Flynn said. 

Moriarty clarified yes, but 
it’s also first-come, first-serve 
for what people would like to 
do. 

“It’s all based on the appli-
cation. It says check off what 
you’re interested in working. 
So, it will continue to be the 
police department, the library, 
the senior center, the Town 
House. I know Parks had some 
questions   about maybe add-
ing some,” Moriarty said. “So, 
I don’t know if Parks would be 
included in that as well. But, 
then people check off and it’s 
a lottery.”

“A lottery for the people 
per job or the actual jobs?” 
Flynn said.

Moriarty explained the 
process.

“So, if seven people said 
they want to work for the li-
brary, those seven people go 
into a lottery for the library. If 
they said they want to work at 
the library or the senior center, 
then they’re in the lottery for 
both departments,” Moriarty 
said.

Flynn then asked if 16 peo-
ple were presented for 14 slots, 
how does that get decided?

Moriarty said this. “If we 
did for some reason, we would 

have to lottery those as well,” 
Moriarty said.  

“That’s what I’m saying. If 
we used all 14 and now we’re 
hearing from Parks that they’re 
interested, potentially, there 
could now be, gosh, one more 
than we have,” Flynn said. 
“So either we lottery it, may-
be we go back to the assessors 
and say, ‘Gosh, can you sneak 
one more in or something like 
that?”

Moriarty later explained 
the requirements for the tax 
workoff program.

“You have to be 60 and 
over and you have to be an as-
sessed owner of a property as 
of Jan. 1 and you have to have 
owned your property and paid 
property taxes for at least five 
years,” Moriarty said.

On the question of an in-
come level, Moriarty said 
there is not. 

“So, for next year, every-
body has to work 134 hours to 
get the full abatement,” Mori-
arty said. 

After Flynn said, “We’re 
very in favor of it,” the motion 
was read by Selectboard Mem-
ber Don Davenport to approve 
the tax work-off program for 
2026, and approved unani-
mously. 

Selectboard approves tax 
work-off program for 2026

HAMPDEN – The library 
has shared the following 
information on their hours 
ahead of the upcoming move 
to the former Thornton W. 
Burgess Middle School.

Week of Nov. 10: Open at 
625 Main St. for regular hours 
Monday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Thursday 1 to 8 p.m. and Sat-
urday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. except 
on Tuesday, Nov. 11 for the 
Veterans Day holiday. Also 
closed on Wednesday, Nov. 

12
Week of Nov. 17: Open at 

625 Main. St for regular hours 
Monday through Wednesday, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Thursday 
1 to 8 p.m. and Saturday 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Week of Nov. 24: Open at 
625 Main St. for regular hours 
Monday through Wednesday, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Thursday 1 
to 8 p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. except on Thursday, 
Nov. 27 for the Thanksgiving 

holiday.
Week of Dec. 1: Library 

closed for moving.
Week of Dec. 8: Open at 

the new Town Hall at 85 Wil-
braham Rd. Monday through 
Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Thursday 1 to 8 p.m. and Sat-
urday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Santa and Mrs. Claus will 
also be at the new library lo-
cation on Saturday Dec. 13 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Update on Hampden Public Library hours

WILBRAHAM - 
Members of the GFWC 
Wilbraham Junior Wom-
en’s Club recently volun-
teered their time to assist 
the YWCA of Western 
Massachusetts in Spring-
field spending an evening 
sorting and organizing 
donations to support the 
organization’s ongoing 
community programs.

For more than 155 
years, the YWCA of 
Western Massachusetts 
has provided critical ser-
vices and resources to 
women and girls across 
the region. Guided by 
its founding mission to 
offer shelter, support, 
and the tools necessary 
for self-sufficiency, the 
YWCA remains a vital 
force in promoting safe-
ty, empowerment, and 
opportunity. It is now the 
fifth-largest YWCA in 
the nation, serving nearly 
12,000 individuals annu-
ally.

The GFWC Wilbra-
ham Junior Women’s 
Club has supported the 
YWCA in a variety of 
ways over the years, in-
cluding the donation of 

Pictured from left to right: Brenda Willard, Barbara Croteau, 
Kathy Fuss, and Cate Duquette.

GFWC Wilbraham Junior Women’s Club 
Volunteers support the YWCA of WMass

household goods, personal 
care items, and other sup-
plies to benefit women and 
families in need. The club is 
an all-volunteer, nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to com-
munity improvement through 
volunteer service, leadership, 

and civic engagement.
To learn more about the 

GFWC Wilbraham Junior 
Women’s Club or to get in-
volved, please visit www.
wilbrahamjuniorwomens.org 
or contact Brenda Willard 
(413)279-1394.

HAMPDEN - The The-
atre Guild of Hampden is 
proud to present Neil Si-
mon’s Pulitzer Prize and 
Tony Award-winning play 
“Lost in Yonkers,” directed 
by Rick Rubin, stage manag-
er Steven Weber.

The year is 1942, and Ed-
die Kurnitz (played by David 
Martin) needs to take a job as 
a traveling salesman to pay 
off the medical bills incurred 
after his wife died. He de-
cides to ask his stern mother, 
Grandma Kurnitz (played by 
Trish Neil Barry) from whom 
he is estranged, if his two 

young sons can live with her 
and their Aunt Bella (played 
by Khara Hoyer) in Yonkers. 
She reluctantly agrees.

Jay (played by Josh Bar-
ry) and Arty (played by Aid-
en Quin) don’t like their new 
living situation as they’re 
afraid of their Grandma and 
find it difficult to relate to 
their crazy Aunt Bella, who 
has two other siblings: Louie 
Kurnitz (played by Nathan 
Alvarez) a henchman for 
some gangsters, and Aunt 
Gert (played by Gail Weber) 
who struggles with speaking 
due to her mother’s harsh 

parenting style.
Over the course of the 

play, the boys learn about 
love, responsibility, and the 
importance of family that 
will carry them into adult-
hood.

Location: Thornton W. 
Burgess School, 85 Wilbra-
ham Rd., Hampden.

Show dates and time: 
Friday and Saturday Nov. 14 
and 15 at 7:30 pm; Sunday, 
Nov. 16 at 2 p.m.

Tickets can be pur-
chased online at theatre-
guildofhampden.org or at the 
door.

Theatre Guild of Hampden presents 
‘Lost in Yonkers’ this weekend
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

WE COOK EVERYTHING 
BUT THE TURKEY!

Apple, Pumpkin, Blueberry, 
Fruits of the Forest, 
Maple Rum Pecan, 

Chocolate Cream & MORE!

Randall’s 
Fresh Baked Pies

ORDER EARLY FOR BEST AVAILABILITY

Ready to Heat & Serve
FROM RANDALL’S KITCHEN

Butternut Cider Bisque Soup, 
Maple Pecan Roasted Butternut Squash,
Turkey Gravy, Cranberry Orange Relish, 

Sausage & Apple Stuffing,
Creamy Mashed Potatoes, 
Mashed Turnips & Carrots, 
Sunset Stuffed Mushrooms

Specials 11/12– 11/18
Fresh Blueberries ......................... $3.99 Pint
Sweet Grape 
Tomatoes Pint Size .................................2 For $4
Seedless 
Hot House Cucumbers  ...................99¢/ea
Mac, Cortland & 
Macoun Apples 5lb Tote Bags ...........$5.99
Locally Grown Butternut & 
Acorn Squash ...............................................79¢/lb
Massachusetts Fresh 
Cranberries 12 oz Bags ....................2 For $5

Festive Amaryllis Bulbs
Paperwhite Arrangements

Ready To Give & GrowReady To Give & Grow

Last Day To Order 
Your Favorites
Fresh Baked Pies & 

Thanksgiving Catering Orders
Friday November 21st

WINES OF THE MONTH
The Four Graces Pinot Noir
$22.99 750ml $2 Off Reg Price

J Vineyards Pinot Gris
$16.99 750ml $2 Off Reg Price

Thanksgiving Decorating Accents
Gilded Pumpkins 

With Autumn Bows
MINI PUMPKINS & GOURDS
Unique Autumn Pumpkins & Squash

 

It’s Our Anniversary!
Celebrating 60 Years of Success, 

One Client At A Time!

• Located in Post Office Park,  
Wilbraham

• Helping clients live their  
best financial life since 1965

• Accomplished, Friendly  
and Professional

• Contact us for a
 no-fee consultation

at

Securities offered through LPL Financial.  Member FINRA/SIPC.  Advisory services offered through
Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

85 Post Office Park • Suite 8524
Wilbraham, MA  01095

Phone 413-596-6992
trombleyassociates.com

Mike Trombley, Financial Advisor, Former MLB Player; 
Barbara Trombley, CPA, Financial Advisor

HAMPDEN - Hampden 
Town Offices will Close on 
Thursday (Nov. 6) and reopen 
on Tuesday (Nov. 18) at 85 
Wilbraham Road. 

The Hampden Selectboard 
has announced the schedule 
for moving the Town Offices 
from the current Town House 
to the former Thornton Bur-
gess School at 85 Wilbraham 
Road. 

Town Administrator Brian 
Domina stated, “We ask res-
idents for patience while we 
effectuate this move.  The 
goal is to minimize public in-
convenience, but it is essential 
given the importance and vol-
ume of the public documents 
that care is taken each step of 
the way.”  The Selectboard is 
confident once completed the 

new offices will enhance ser-
vice to  the Town residents. 

Starting at the close of busi-
ness on Thursday, November 
6, 2025, the Hampden Town 
Offices at the Town House will 
be closed to the public. There 
will be no in-person services 
available after this date until 
the office move is completed. 
Any person who needs to con-
duct business with the Town 
is advised to plan ahead and 
visit the Town House prior to 
the move. 

Affected Town Depart-
ments will operate remotely 
during this time.  Email is the 
best way to contact depart-
ment staff. Department specif-
ic email addresses and phone 
numbers can  be found on the 
individual Board/Committee 

or Department webpage at  
www.hampdenma.gov. 

The Town’s phone system 
will be inoperable for a peri-
od of time  during the move; 
however, callers will be able 
to leave voicemail messages 
at any time. The  drop boxes 
outside the Town House will 
remain available for use until 
Friday, November 14, 2025, 
for those needing to submit 
documents or payments.  

The Town Offices will 
reopen to the public at 85 
Wilbraham Road (former 
Thornton Burgess School) on 
Tuesday, Nov. 18, for regular 
business hours.    

The Highway Department, 
Police Department, Fire De-
partment and Senior Cen-
ter will operate on a normal 

schedule. For emergencies, 
please continue to call 911.  

The Hampden Public Li-
brary will continue to operate 
at the Town House with mod-
ified hours. Closed – Wednes-
day (Nov. 12), Open - Thurs-
day (Nov. 13, 4 to 8 p.m.), 
Closed – Friday, Open – Sat-
urday (Nov. 15, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m.). The Library anticipates 
moving the first week of De-
cember.  

For questions during this 
time please email the indi-
vidual Board/Committee or 
Department that you need or 
you can email townadmin@
hampdenma.gov. The Select-
board extends it gratitude for 
your patience and understand-
ing during this time.

Hampden Town Offices moving to 85 Wilbraham Road  

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The senior 
center honored the town’s Vet-
erans during its Annual Veter-
ans Dinner event on Nov. 6.

The dinner was spon-
sored by Nathan Bill’s Bar & 
Restaurant, VSO Jason Burge-
ner and Rick Green.

Also featured at the dinner 
was a table showcasing pho-
tographs of Veterans in their 
uniforms, showing their time 
in service to this country.

Executive Director Rebecca 
Moriarty explained the dinner 
is “a wonderful annual tradi-
tion that honors and thanks the 
men and women who served in 
the armed forces.”

“The generosity of commu-
nity sponsors was overwhelm-
ing this year as Nathan Bill’s 
Bar & Restaurant provided a 
delicious dinner of salad and 
rolls, chicken francaise, rice 
pilaf and green beans. VSO Ja-
son Burgener and Rick Green 
also generously sponsored the 
event. Staff and volunteers 
worked hard to make this a 
special evening for Veter-
ans and family members and 
friends,” Moriarty said.

For Moriarty and her staff, 
she emphasized the importance 
of honoring those who served.

“It is so important to take 
time to celebrate and honor 
Veterans for the sacrifices they 
made when they went into the 
military to protect the freedom 
of our country. We know that 
we would not be here today 
if not for the brave men and 
women who enter the mili-
tary, so it is only fitting that 
we thank everyone,” Moriarty 
said.

She also wants to make sure 
the town’s Veterans know they 
are supported through Burge-
ner and everyone at the senior 
center.

“We want Veterans to al-
ways feel supported and know 
that they are appreciated for 
their sacrifice and commit-
ment, which is why we make 
this dinner, and our annual 
Stocking for Veterans pro-
gram in December, a priority,” 

Moriarty said. “The town is 
fortunate to have VSO Jason 
Burgener who is available on 
Wednesdays at the new Hamp-
den Town Hall on Wilbraham 
Road. Jason can help Veterans 
with benefits and encourag-
es all Veterans to reach out to 
him to talk about programs 
and services.”

On the photographs of the 
Veterans in uniform that were 
on display during the dinner, 
Moriarty said that they helped 
serve as a reminder to the at-
tendees about their service, a 
step back in time and history.

“We were happy to receive 
such a great turnout when we 
requested military photos from 
Veterans and their families. 
We set up a table in the lob-
by to display the photographs 
for people to see when they 
came into the building. The 

photographs are important as 
we celebrate Veterans Day as 
they are reminders of military 
service and also show just how 
young some people were when 
they joined the military! We 
were also able to experience 
the great deal of pride that 
so many people had as they 
dropped off their photographs 
at the center. We hope to have 
even more photographs on dis-
play next year,” Moriarty said. 

Moriarty’s message was 
this.

“The senior center staff and 
volunteers want Veterans to 
know that we are grateful for 
their service each and every 
day, not just on Nov. 11. It is 
an honor for us to host a Veter-
ans Dinner each year, and we 
hope to continue the tradition 
for years to come,” Moriarty 
said. 

Photos courtesy of Rebecca Moriarty

Here, we have the table of photographs showing the town’s Veterans in uniform during their 
times in service. 

HSC honors Veterans at Annual Veterans Dinner
A group photo of the Veterans during the Veterans Dinner at the Hampden Senior Center on Nov. 6.
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SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

THANKSGIVING 

TURKEYS

PASTURE-RAISED 

IN LUDLOW
 

TIME TO ORDER!
call or text 

413-426-6636 

pick-ups 

Sat 11-22 to Tue 11-25 

thanksgiving is 11-27

14 to 30+ lbs 

prices & details on  

LibertyTurkeys.com 
cash only

———————
—————

THANKSGIVING REVIEW

“Hi Paul, she was great! Lots of plump 

meat and just enough fat to help prevent 

her from drying out. We will be having 

leftovers for a very long time.”

— Beth from Belchertown

———————
—————

———————
—————

HAND FED, PASTURE RAISED 

No added salt or additives 

Raised on a Ludlow farm, our turkeys run 

freely, hand fed on healthful grains and 

extra vegetables. Minimally processed, they 

have more meat, less water, and extra taste 

found only in tradition. No antibiotics, animal 

by‑products, hormones, or additives are used. 

IDEAL FOR RESTRICTED DIETS!

— Jeanette & Paul Johnson

COOKS 30% FASTER 

than commercial birds

offer to them with hopes that 
they will come see me if they 
need my support.”

Community coming to-
gether also leaves an impact.

“It’s incredibly meaning-
ful. When the community 
steps up to honor its veter-
ans, it reinforces exactly what 
service is all about—taking 
care of one another. Seeing 
the room filled with residents, 
volunteers, and veterans side-
by-side reminds me why this 
work is so important. It’s a 
privilege to serve those who 
served, and events like this 
show our veterans that the 
residents of Wilbraham tru-
ly appreciate their service,” 
Renna said.

He also shared why events 
like the breakfast are import-
ant.

“Events like 
this are incred-
ibly important 
because they 
create a 
s p a c e 
w h e r e 
veterans 
can truly 
connect 
with one 
a n o t h e r. 
When you 
put veter-
ans side-
by-side—
regardless 
of branch, rank, 
or when they 
se rved—they 
i m m e d i a t e l y 
have something in common, 
and the conversations start 
flowing naturally. Many vet-
erans tell me they sometimes 
feel isolated or different 
around people who haven’t 
experienced military life. So 
creating a setting where they 
can simply show up, sit down 
with peers, share stories, and 
enjoy a good meal is not just 
meaningful—it’s therapeutic. 
It reminds them that they’re 
not alone, that there’s a com-
munity of people who un-
derstand them, and that they 
have a family of fellow veter-
ans and supporters right here 
in Wilbraham. This sense of 
connection is just as import-
ant as honoring their service,” 
Renna said.

Wilbraham Junior Wom-
en’s Club Treasurer Cate 
Duquette shared that seven 
members helped with set 
up the night before and the 
morning of, which were Ann 
Matthews, Barbara Croteau, 
Brenda Willard, herself, 
Cheryl Stanko, Kathy Gard-

ner and Tina Windoloski.  
“Additionally, Tom 

Duquette and his son Tom 
Duquette helped with the 
shopping, cooking and clean-
ing up. We hosted this event 
last year and enjoyed it so 
much that we made it a com-
mitment to do it again in 2026 
and beyond!” Duquette said.

Duquette said the club en-
joys organizing and hosting 
community events like the 
breakfast.

“We want to volunteer in 
our community as much as 
possible. Our membership 
has a wide range of skill sets 
and playing to our strengths 
makes these projects satisfy-
ing and fun,” Duquette said.

She added how the ju-
nior womens club although 
focuses on a wide variety of 
projects, their biggest focuses 
are on women, children and 
Veterans.

“We have ‘adopted’ some 
veteran families providing 
them with gifts, clothing and 
food for the holidays.   We 
have shopped for and donat-
ed many, many bags of food 
for holiday meals. These ac-
tivities have all been done 
anonymously with us supply-
ing the items to the Veterans 
Agent for distribution. So, 
this breakfast is a chance for 
us to see, thank, and honor 
our local veterans in person,” 
Duquette said.

Renna expressed gratitude 
to the juniormwomens club 
for their support.

“Anytime a local organi-
zation can step up and plan an 
entire event start to finish for 
our Veterans is just amazing. 
Having the Wilbraham Ju-
nior Women’s Club sponsor, 
prepare and cook this entire 
breakfast means the world to 
us. Their commitment, the 
hours they put in, and the gen-
uine care they show our veter-
ans is truly remarkable,” Ren-
na said. “This tradition exists 
because of their hard work 
and generosity, and our com-
munity is incredibly lucky 
to have them. Their support 
sends a powerful message that 
our veterans are valued, ap-
preciated, and celebrated. The 
one complaint that I heard is 
that the veterans wanted to tip 
the volunteers because they 

were so happy 
with their meals 
and the service 
that they were 

given.”
Duquette encour-

aged other communi-
ty groups to connect 
with Renna to learn 

more on how they can get in-
volved to support local Veter-
ans. This was her message to 
the community.

“This year’s Veterans 
Day Breakfast is more than a 
meal — it’s a heartfelt tribute 
to the men and women who 
have served our country with 
courage, honor, and sacrifice. 
The breakfast is a chance to 
come together as neighbors, 
friends, and fellow citizens 
to express our gratitude. It’s 
a moment to listen to stories, 
share memories, and remind 
our veterans that their ser-
vice will never be forgotten,” 
Duquette said.

As for the Veterans: thank 
you.

“To our Veterans and their 
families: Thank you. Your 
dedication has shaped the 
freedoms we enjoy today. 
We honor your bravery, your 
commitment, and the qui-
et strength of your families 
who stood beside you. This 
breakfast is a small gesture of 
appreciation for the immense 
contributions you’ve made — 
and continue to make — to 
our community and our na-
tion,” Duquette said.

Renna’s message was this.
“I’d like the community 

to know how grateful we are 
for the overwhelming turn-
out and support this year. The 
room was full, the conversa-
tions were meaningful, and 
the sense of community was 
stronger than ever. For me 
personally, it was especially 
rewarding to reconnect with 
many of the veterans I’ve 
already had the privilege of 
working with, and to meet 
so many others for the first 
time,” Renna said. “To our 
veterans and their families: 
thank you—thank you for 
your service, your sacrifices, 
and your continued presence 
in our community. You are 
part of the less than five per-
cent of Americans who have 
worn the uniform, and our job 
as a town is to take care of 
you the way you took care of 
our country. We look forward 
to continuing this tradition, 
expanding it next year, and 
creating even more opportu-
nities to bring our veterans 
together.”

VETERANS from page 1

Photos courtesy of Patrick Renna

The patriotic cake pops provided by Wilbraham 
Junior Women’s Club President Brenda Willard. 

ABOVE: 
Volunteers from 

the Wilbraham 
Junior 

Women’s 
Club hard at 
work getting 

the meal 
together.

The group still has 
one vacancy to fill. 

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent 

WILBRAHAM – The 
Wilbraham Historical 
Commission made major 
progress in its effort to fill 
its ranks during the Nov. 3 
meeting of the Select Board. 

Two new members – 
Charles Clark and Judy 
Theocles – were appointed 
to the commission. They’ll 
each serve terms start-
ing immediately that last 
through June 30, 2027. The 
commission now has filled 
six of its seven positions 
and has one more vacancy 
to be attended to. 

Clark was appointed 
first on Monday evening. 
He explained his interest in 
joining the group. 

“If appointed, I would 
attempt to work with the 
current and future mem-
bers of the commission to 
identify, preserve, protect 
and promote historical as-
sets within our community,” 
Clark said. 

Clark, who has lived in 
town for 30 years, also not-
ed that he resides across the 
street from what was once a 
tavern where the key con-
spirators in Shay’s Rebel-
lion plotted their actions. 

The rebellion took place 
on Aug. 29, 1786. The 
armed uprising in Western 
Massachusetts was in re-
sponse to a debt crisis af-
fecting citizens. It was also 
held to oppose the state 
government’s increased at-
tempts to collect taxes on 
people and their trades. 

“Unfortunately, that 
building is no longer there, 
but who knows? Maybe the 
Historical Commission can 
identify other assets that 
are of value to the town and 
attempt to promote, protect 
and preserve them,” Clark 
said. 

Theocles was appoint-
ed shortly after Clark on 
Monday. She said that she 
was asked to step up and re-
sponded. 

“They needed someone, 
and I said yes, of course,” 
Theocles said. “I’m on oth-
er committees also, but this 
one was really close to my 
heart. I’ve been a lifelong 
resident of the town of 
Wilbraham, my mom was 
born here, and I have great 
grandchildren in town that 
are fourth and fifth genera-
tion. We’ve been around a 
while.” 

Theocles pointed out 
that her family owned and 
operated Theo’s Restaurant 
in town for 23 years, and 
she hopes to make future 
contributions to Wilbraham 
as a member of the Histori-

cal Commission. 
As can be seen on its 

webpage, the Historical 
Commission has several 
distinct goals. These include 
preserving, protecting and 
developing historical and 
archaeological assets to the 
town while reporting the ex-
istence of sites and objects 
with historical relevance. 

Members of the com-
mission are also tasked 
with conducting research 
for places of historic and 
archaeological value while 
communicating and cooper-
ating with other committees 
or unofficial bodies for sim-
ilar interests or purposes. 

The commission is re-
sponsible for working with 
the state as well and making 
recommendations to the Se-
lect Board throughout the 
year. 

As was noted, the com-
mission is one member 
short of becoming a full 
board. 

On Monday, Select 
Board Chair Michael Squin-
do offered encouragement 
to residents to consider join-
ing the commission so that 
it can fill its ranks. 

“With that, if I’m not 
mistaken, there’s still one 
vacancy on the Historical 
Commission,” he said. “If 
anybody in the public is 
interested, there’s still a 
vacancy on the Historical 
Commission.”  

Wilbraham Historical Commission 
adds two new members

WILBRAHAM - The 
Friends of Wilbraham Se-
niors invite you to enjoy our 
popular 15th Annual Holi-
day Bazaar to be held at the 
Wilbraham Senior Center, 
250 Springfield Street, Sat-
urday, Nov. 22 from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. 

According to Bazaar 
Chair Dee Mitchell, this 
popular event will feature 
favorite crafters for gifts of 
jewelry, pet products, pot-
tery, greeting cards, metal 
work and holiday décor! 
New artisans will also ex-
hibit with unique art and 
specialty creations.  

Featured will be our large 
Raffle with a wide array of 
items to bid on. Homemade 
freshly baked goodies will 
be available to purchase for 
your holiday table or to en-

joy with a beverage while 
shopping.  

Children can enjoy Miss 
Deb’s stories in the Senior 
Center Café from 10:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.  And Santa is taking 
time from his busy schedule 
to visit with us from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.! 

Be sure to bring special 
wish lists to share with him!  
A light lunch will be avail-
able for purchase.

All Bazaar proceeds will 
be used to support the Wil-
braham Senior Center’s pro-
grams and services, and to 
enhance the lives of our area 
seniors. 

This year, as a special 
project, The Friends are ask-
ing attendees to help STUFF 
THE SENIOR CENTER’S 
VAN with gifts for Veter-
an’s Children, ages birth to 

17-years-of-age. These do-
nations will be given to area 
Veterans families who have 
registered with Project New 
Hope’s Jeepers Christmas 
program. Donated gifts can 
be wrapped or unwrapped 
but need to be labeled by 
gender and age range. We 
hope to make their holidays 
brighter!

For more information, 
Dee Mitchell, 413-363-
1037. 

15th Annual Holiday Bazaar November 22
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HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% 
Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your 

GOLD Towards 
A New Purchase

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

TurnYourGoldIntoCash!
Sri
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4129B

DE631
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WeBuyGoldinAnyCondition

ORDERS
SIZE

10-12 SERVINGS PER ORDER

DELANEY’S MARKET WILBRAHAM  •  413.438.0887 
2030 BOSTON ROAD, WILBRAHAM, MA 01095

WWW.DELANEYSMARKET.COM

Delaney’s Market is more than a place to pick up a quick dinner on your way home. 
We’re also a lot of fun at parties.

Whether it’s a holiday celebration or a get-together with friends and family, our Party 
Size Menu makes hosting easy with fresh, chef-prepared meals that will impress your 
guests and eliminate your stress. And feel free to take all the credit, we won’t tell!

INVITE US OVER 
FOR THANKSGIVING.

• Sump Pumps
• Footing Drains
• Gravity Drains
• Landscape Drainage
• Crawlspaces • Bulkheads

FREE ESTIMATES 
HIC #216492

(413) 279-9133
drynestllc.com 

Basement Waterproofing

Rick Rubin, the play is funny, 
moving and thought-provok-
ing from start to finish.

“Lost in Yonkers” is set 
during World War II and tells 
the story of two boys who are 
forced to live with their bitter 
grandmother after their moth-
er dies. Their father reluc-
tantly leaves them in Yonkers 
while he travels South to pay 
off medical debt.

In his script, Simon drew 
on his childhood memories 
and created characters with 
great emotional depth. It’s 
clear why “Lost in Yonkers” 
won both a Pulitzer Prize for 
Drama and a Tony Award for 
Best Play.

The play begins with the 
quick-paced wisecracks Si-

mon became famous for in his 
earlier works, such as “The 
Odd Couple.” One of the 
boys’ remarks that kissing his 
grandma is like putting your 
lips on a wrinkled ice cube.

Josh Barry sensitively 
plays the older brother, Jay. 
We are moved by his strug-
gles as he tries to understand 
his difficult relatives and cope 
with the recent death of his 
mother, the absence of his fa-
ther and money troubles.

Aiden Quinn brings crafty 
comic energy to the role of the 
younger brother, Arty.

The boys are joined by 
their Aunt Bella, whose child-
like mind is inclined to wan-
der. Although good natured, 
her excitability frightens the 
boys. Khara Hoyer excels in 
the challenging role of Bella, 

embodying her likability as 
well as her distress.

Even amid the comedy, 
the tension builds during the 
first act as we await the en-
trance of Grandma, who does 
not want to take in her grand-
sons. Wielding a cane like a 
weapon, Trish Neild Barry as 
Grandma drips contempt with 
just a single opening word: 
“So?’ 

In her brutal honesty, 
Grandma is even more terri-
fying than we have imagined. 
We can see why her family 
fears her. She proclaims, “You 
have to be like steel to survive 
in this world.”

The boys’ Uncle Louie has 
taken this advice to heart and 
prides himself on his “moxie.” 
Nathan Alvarez brings slick 
gangster gusto to the role of 

Louie who tells his nephews, 
“I was never not in trouble.”

We also meet Aunt Gert, 
whose own childhood trauma 
left her with speech difficul-
ties. In the small role of Gert, 
Gail Weber turns reciting a 
telephone number into high 
comedy.

Late in the play, Hoyer 
has a tour de force moment as 
Bella when she says, “Maybe 
I’m still a child but there’s just 
enough woman in me to make 
me miserable.”

Throughout “Lost in 
Yonkers” David Martin is a 
sympathetic presence as the 
father, Eddie. Although per-
ceived as weak and denigrated 
by his mother, Eddie had the 
strength and courage to break 
away and bring up his boys in 
a loving home.

By the conclusion of “Lost 
in Yonkers” we understand 
the source of Grandma’s bit-
terness. Neild Barry miracu-
lously makes us feel for this 
steely character, who has 
softened just a little after 10 
months with her grandsons. 
Her truth is still that “every-
thing hurts,” but she’s forged a 

relationship with Jay and Arty 
and is now willing to let Bella 
look for happiness.

When Eddie is reunited 
with his sons, the entire dam-
aged family is feeling a little 
less lost in Yonkers.

Tickets for “Lost in Yon-
kers” are available at theatre-
guildofhampden.org.

YONKERS from page 1

night possible, a community 
funding program for all de-
mographics who believe in 
the importance of the public 
library. All materials were 
provided, from tools to gems 
of all different colors and siz-
es, allowing for full creative 
freedom to bedazzle any nov-
el participants brought. 

This is a new event for 
the library, Rachel Hapgood 
mentioned, the Teen Services 
and Young Adult Librarian. 

The Adult Services Li-
brarian, Emile Lang, had seen 
a video of book bedazzling 
and was inspired by the idea. 

And was it more than a 
hit, Hapgood discussed, orig-
inally hosting up to 12 spots, 
the demand for this work-
shop was huge, they ended 
up opening it up to four more 
spots. 

Hapgood stated it was im-
portant to her that everyone 
“wanted to be here,” and the 
passion for it is what makes it 
such a fun event.

That same night, the same 
experience was hosted for 
adults. Hapgood discussed 
the differences between the 
two demographics and both 
their passion and learning 
types. 

“Teens are always looking 

for stuff hands on, learning a 
new craft,” Hapgood said. 

She mentioned the signif-
icance of the word “work-
shop” that tends to draw in 
this younger demograph-
ic and typically indicates 
a hands-on learning event. 
While adult events typical-
ly fall under independent 
creation and lecture-based 
learning, teenage events tend 
to focus on connection and 
interactive learning elements.  

With this Book Bedaz-
zling Workshop, more seats 
were sold out in the younger 
demographic than the adult 
experience, distinguishing 
where this event falls on that 
line. 

Another important aspect 
of the teen workshops is the 
self expression and freedom 
that comes with an event like 
this. 

“It wasn’t a specific di-
amond painting design, this 
kind of activity allowed the 
teens to get creative and ex-
press themselves in their art. 
They were able to choose 
their own colors and sizes of 
rhinestones, and bling what-
ever parts of the book cover 
or spine that they wanted to,” 
Hapgood said. 

A group of teen partic-
ipants who consider them-
selves readers, stated that 
they faced challenges like 

hand eye coordination, fo-
cusing, and very sticky glue, 
but adapted and helped each 
other out. 

One mentioned, “All the 
library events are incredible 
and it was so awesome get-
ting together with the rest of 
kids your age, getting to meet 
other people, and even if it 
doesn’t look interesting at the 
time, I always go and they are 
always so much fun!”

Similarly, another dis-
cussed that she typically 
doesn’t see herself socializ-
ing with the younger students 
but during this workshop, it 
was much easier to connect 
with them. 

Hapgood discussed this 
topic of connection among 
the adolescents. 

“They were able to chat 
about books, characters, and 
other interests. Many teens 
brought a favorite book from 
home which sparked conver-
sation among the teens…” 
Hapgood said.

Teenagers of all ages 
worked both independently 
creating but also bonded with 
new people about different 
books, genres, and even the 
ethics behind watching the 
movie before and after read-
ing the novel. 

“My favorite part,” Hap-
good said, “was seeing 16 
teens socializing, laughing, 
relaxing and chatting about 
books.”

Since this was such an 
in-demand event, “a few 
teens asked if we could do 
this program again,” Hap-
good mentioned, “so we will 
be hosting another Teen Bling 
Your Book soon.”

BEDAZZLE from page 1

Photos courtesy of Rachel Hapgood

Teens with their bedazzled books.

Group of teens bedazzling their books during the workshop.

needs replacement, the bath-
rooms need upgrading, and 
the septic system had minor 
issues that needed to be tak-
en care of based on the Title 
V report.”

According to Weiner, 
as of Monday evening, the 
senior center’s septic sys-
tem had been upgraded, and 
bathrooms have gone out to 
bid for improvements. The 
Building Committee antic-
ipates this month that the 
bathrooms will be upgraded 
with new toilets, new uri-
nals, new dividers and new 
interior painting. 

This summer, the Build-
ing Committee planned to 
put the roof out to bid. Un-
fortunately, in August, the 
HVAC system sprung a leak. 

“The condenser froze up. 
The system is 25 years old 
and it has had yearly main-
tenance. However, at this 
point it’s an old system, and 
the costs, if you will, to keep 
it upgraded and functioning 
correctly are going to be ex-
treme,” Weiner said. 

Weiner added that the 
Building Committee felt 
that the replacement of the 
HVAC system and the heat-
ing system together should 
be prioritized. Working with 
longtime vendor B-G Me-
chanical HVAC Plumbing, 
a review was recommended 
and completed, and the ven-
dor recommended a replace-
ment. 

To be thorough, the 
Building Committee also 
had a review completed by 
Pioneer Valley Environmen-
tal – another local HVAC 
specialist – and received an-
other recommendation for 
replacement. 

The total cost of replace-
ment will be approximately 
$250,000, Weiner said. 

“So, we put the roof off. 
We still need a roof. But we 
put the roof off recogniz-
ing that the senior center’s 
HVAC system certainly has 
more priority. It’s the heating 

and cooling center for the 
town in the event of catastro-
phes where we need to have 
citizens use that facility,” 
Weiner said. “So, we’re here 
in front of you tonight ask-
ing for the additional funds 
to fund it.” 

A PowerPoint presenta-
tion at Monday’s meeting 
listed several reasons why 
the replacement is necessary. 

First, regarding the air 
conditioning system, new 
refrigerants and oils are 
not compatible with exist-
ing components such as the 
condenser, compressors and 
lines. 

Also, old refrigerants are 
no longer used, and new re-
frigerants are more environ-
mentally friendly. 

“So that you know, the 
Building Committee will be 
meeting with a number of 
heating and cooling special-
ists this month and proba-
bly early December so that 
we can get a review of the 
best technology that will be 
available to keep that center 
efficient with heating and 
cooling over the next 25 to 
50 years,” Weiner said. 

To cover the remaining 
funds, the Building Commit-
tee will be exploring the pos-
sibility of grant money that 
could be available. 

Weiner noted that the 
price of $250,000 stems 
from the recommendations 
given by B-G Mechanical 

and Pioneer Valley Environ-
mental. 

After Laura Netherwood 
received clarification that 
this was for both the heat-
ing and cooling systems, she 
asked this question.

“Where’s the $250,000 
price tag come from if it 
hasn’t gone out for any bids 
yet?” Netherwood said.

Weiner replied with this 
explanation.

“When we asked B-G 
Mechanical and Pioneer Val-
ley, they took a look at both of 
the systems, both the heating 
and cooling system,” Weiner 
said. “We asked them for an 
estimate of replacement, and 
we have received estimates 
in that range for the replace-
ment from both of them. 
They were within about 
$10,000 each, but again, 
it was replacement of that 
system and what we want 
to do is look at the newest 
technologies. Mini splits for 
maybe a couple of the rooms 
that now have a problem, 
heat pumps and, potentially, 
a solar system. But, again, 
we’re going to explore those 
options. But, the number—
the $250,000—came from 
estimates given by those two 
mechanical people.”

Article Six then passed 
by majority vote.

Next week, the Times 
will have a full overview of 
the Special Town Meeting. 

HVAC from page 1

Screenshot Town of Hampden YouTube

A slide explains why the HVAC system needs to be replaced 
at the Hampden Senior Center. 

WILBRAHAM – A Cal-
endar Raffle Fundraiser for 
the month of November is 
being held by the Saint Ce-
cilia Women’s Club.  

Thirty very generous 
local businesses have spon-
sored a day in November 
with most of the days award-

ing $100 and up to the name 
drawn for that day.  Raffle 
tickets are $25 each.  The 
proceeds help to fund the 
club’s scholarships and do-
nations to many charitable 
organizations in the area as 
well as to the needs of the 
church. Tickets can be found 

on the St. Cecilia Parish, 
Wilbraham, website under 
downloadable forms, on the 
table on the rotunda at the 
church, or from parish mem-
bers.  

Call Sue Agnew, 596-
9480, with questions.  

Calendar Raffle coming in November
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Letters to the editor should be 
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter writers to 
include his or her town of residence 
and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal 
attacks, defamation of character and 
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by 
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor, 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly correct 

factual errors that appear in this paper 
and can be substantiated. Corrections 
or clarifications will always appear on 
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail 
or mailed communication to the editor 
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 
is published every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc. One year out of town 
subscriptions are available at $45, out 
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission 
of news material, letters to the editor 
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Editorial 
Policy

VIEWPOINTS

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Wilbraham-Hampden 

Times welcomes readers to 
participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to 
the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent 
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed 
to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
krivers@turley.com. Please include 
a daytime telephone number for 
verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered 
for that Thursday’s newspaper. 
No attack letters will be printed. 
No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy 
will be printed. If the volume of 
letters received is larger than the 
space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, 
the newspaper reserves the right 
to print a representative sample. 
No endorsement letters will be 
printed in the last edition before the 
election. 

For more information, call the 
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election 

coverage, the newspaper plans to 
print stories about contested races 
for Congress, state Senate, state 
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well 
as a question-and-answer voters 
guide. In order to ensure fairness 
to all candidates, no political press 
releases will be printed, nor will 
reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to 
further publicize their candidacy, 
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid 
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden 
Times.

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters
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Greater Springfield 

Habitat for Humanity

WEST SPRINGFIELD 
- Cue the twinkle lights, 
stretchy pants, and spirit of 
generosity. It’s officially the 
giving season, and Great-
er Springfield Habitat for 
Humanity (GSHFH) has 
you covered with some fun 
gift-giving solutions that not 
only make shopping a breeze 
but help those in need this 
holiday season and beyond.

Back by popular demand 
are Hops for Habitat beer 
passports 
and in-
house de-
signed hol-
iday-themed 
socks. 

“The hol-
idays are a 
special time 
to celebrate 
with loved 
ones — and 
also a time to 
give back to 
our communi-
ty,” said Aimee 
Giroux, GSHFH 
executive direc-
tor. “This year, 
we’re excited to 
offer holiday socks 
and Hops for Hab-
itat beer passports that make 
perfect stocking stuffers — 
and they do more than just 
bring a smile.”

Hops passports are avail-
able for a donation of $50 
and allow travelers to visit 11 
participating area breweries. 
As you visit each stop on this 
special Hops for Habitat tour 
and purchase a pint, you will 
receive a gift of equal value 
from the brewer and receive 
a stamp on your passport. 
When stamps have been col-
lected from each of the brew-
eries, passport holders should 

r e - turn them to 
Greater Springfield Habitat 
or one of the listed breweries 
by Tuesday, June 30, 2026, to 
be entered into a raffle for a 
chance to win a grand prize.

“The passport is a fun 
way to explore local busi-
nesses, especially in the 
colder months, and make 
new friends, because ev-
eryone will be asking you 
about it when you’re getting 
it stamped,” said Olga Cal-
lirgos, GSHFH Homeowner 
Programs coordinator.

Participating breweries 

include Fieldcrest Brewing 
Company, One Way Brew-
ing, Two Weeks Notice 
Brewing Company, Leadfoot 
Brewing, Skyline Beer Com-
pany, Lost Towns Brewing, 
Vanished Valley Brewing 
Company, Rustic Brewing 
Company, Kismet Brewing 
Company, Arcpoint Brewing 
Company, and White Lion 
Brewing Company. 

To purchase a Hops 
for Habitat passport, vis-
it habitatspringfield.org/
hops-for-habitat

Greater Springfield 
Habitat also has two holi-
day-themed sock designs 
available for purchase. 
Choose from a festive house 
all decked out in holiday 
lights or a more classic red 
and green checked pattern 
with small white houses. 

“Who doesn’t love a hol-
iday gift that is cute, com-
fortable, and contributes to 
positive changes within the 
community?” Olga asked.

The socks are one-size-
fits-all dress socks style. Get 
yours today for just $10/pair 
when purchased in person 
or for an additional $2.95 
per pair, we will ship them 
to you. To order, visit habi-
tatspringfield.org/socks.

Cheers to the Season of Giving: 
Hops for Habitat and Holiday Socks are back!

Dear Rusty: 
Enjoyed your recent 

article on claiming SS ben-
efits. 

I feel, however, any 
decision making should 
also include what I call 
the “wearing out” factor. 
Yes, financial need, health 
and longevity are definite 
criteria for a decision. The 
inevitable problem, I just 
turned 83, is the speed at 
which many of us descend 
down the back side of that 
hill after we hit around age 
65. 

Yes, one might live to 
85-90 but as you age after 
65, many physical limita-
tions begin to appear. Only 
then does one realize their 
earlier retirement deci-
sion, waiting to max out 
SS,  might not have been 
honestly evaluated to the 
extent needed. 

I speak from experi-
ence: after having reached 
60 in excellent health, I 
took early retirement from 
work, then Social Security 
at 62 and glad I did so. I 
figure the degree of slope 
on the backside of that 
“hill” will increase with 
age (it did quickly for me), 
so one best start enjoying 
a retirement life as soon as 
financially possible. 

Signed: Glad I
 claimed at 62 

Dear Glad I
Claimed at 62: 

Thank you very much 
for your excellent perspec-
tive on the “wearing out” 
factor. And please know 
that I wholeheartedly con-
cur with your opinion that 
waiting for a higher So-
cial Security benefit is not 
always the most prudent 
choice. For perspective, 
however, we have found 
that far too many people 
claim Social Security as 
soon as they are eligible 
at 62 simply because “it 
is there,” without fully 
analyzing whether that is 
the best option consider-
ing their personal circum-
stances.  

You are correct, enjoy-
ing your retirement life 
while you are still phys-
ically able is a valid con-
sideration. And that is why 
we always suggest that 
evaluating both your finan-
cial needs as well as your 
health and life expectancy 
is important. 

Fulfilling one’s “bucket 
list” is, indeed, an import-

ant consideration and if 
claiming Social Security at 
age 62, after evaluating all 
factors, enables one to do 
that, then that is exactly the 
right choice. It obviously 
was for you.  

Age does, indeed, 
tend to slow us down, so 
if taking the SS money 
early means being able to 
enjoy life while you still 
can, then that is a good 
decision. But having more 
money as you age can also 
make your “golden years” 
a lot more comfortable.

As we have recently 
witnessed, inflation has an 
insidious way of reducing 
our financial comfort in 
retirement. Despite having 
a retirement pension from 
your primary working ca-
reer, imagine how another 
25% in your monthly So-
cial Security payment, had 
you claimed at full retire-
ment age instead of age 
62, would help make your 
senior years more comfort-
able.  

The fact is that no one 
can predict how long they 
will live nor whether they 
will do so in good health. 
All we can do is evalu-
ate all our options under 
varying circumstances and 
make our claiming deci-
sion based on that analy-
sis. And that is precisely 
what we advocate for at 
the AMAC Foundation’s 
Social Security Service. 
In no way did I intend to 
say that claiming at 62 
was never the right choice; 
only that everyone should 
look at their complete per-
sonal circumstances when 
deciding when to.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other 
governmental entity. This 
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and 
does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Secu-
rity advisor for AMAC. 

Consider the ‘wearing out’ 
factor while deciding when 
to claim Social Security

Recently, the Massachu-
setts Audubon Society 
reported the sight-

ing of a horned lark on the 
summit of Mt. Wachusett in 
Princeton. 

Only the male horned 
larks have “horns.” They are 
tiny and hard to see. Males are 
sandy to rusty brown above 
with a black chest band and a 
curving black mask. The face 
and throat are either yellow 
or white. The female lacks 
the horns and face mask. She 
is brown with darker streaks 
and has a white eyebrow and 
white below.

They are about the size 
of a robin and the only lark 

species in North America. 
The female lays three to four 
pale gray to greenish white, 
blotched and spotted with 
brown eggs in a slight depres-
sion in the ground Incubation 
is by the female and young 
are fed by both parents. Young 
may leave the nest after nine 
to 12 days. They are not able 
to fly for about another week. 

Larks forage entirely by 

walking and running on the 
ground. Except when nesting, 
they usually forage in flocks. 
They eat seeds and insects. 
They also eat berries. They 
are present all year in most 
areas from southern Canada 
south. They are strictly mi-
gratory in the far north. 

Mass Audubon 
bird sightings

On Oct. 25 Wachusett 
Mountain in Princeton, hawk 
watchers reported sighting 
from the summit two northern 
harriers, ten sharp-shinned 
hawks, nine Cooper’s hawks, 
18 red-shoulder hawks, four 
red-tailed hawks, two Amer-
ican kestrels and one merlin. 
In addition, people saw two 
bald eagles, 37 turkey vul-
tures and one horned lark.

Helping birds
With more than 40 mil-

lion acres of lawn in the U.S. 
alone, there’s huge potential 
to support wildlife by replac-
ing lawns with native plant-
ings. People will have less 
grass to mow by adding native 
plants. They then will be able 
to watch the birds come into 
their yard. They also provide 
shelter and nesting areas for 
birds. The nectar, seeds and 
berries help feed the birds.

Brimfield birds
A Brimfield resident 

emailed on Oct. 17 that he 

went to the Brimfield State 
Forest a few days ago and 
checked three ponds. He said, 
“Not much about, one pond 
had eight Canada Geese and 
another had a group of wood 
ducks. Maybe a couple dozen 
in a beaver pond, it was diffi-
cult to get a count with all the 
stumps and branches in the 
water.”

He said, “In the yard the 
Eastern Towhee and North-
ern Catbird were last seen the 
second week of October. Be-
sides the usual suspect there 
have been white-throated 
Sparrows (most were the tan-
striped color form), common 
yellowthroat (female). An 
unusual sighting was a male 
northern flicker taking a drink 
at the bird bath. That is the 
first time that I have seen a 
woodpecker take a drink” He 
also saw two dark-eyed jun-
cos, the first of the year in his 
yard. One took a bath.

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Horned lark

Please see BACKYARD, 
page 13
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COMMUNITY
BULLETIN BOARD

Readers are encouraged to send in 
medium to high resolution photos 

for this page by e-mail to 
krivers@turley.com or

mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 

WILBRAHAMWILBRAHAM
HAMPDENHAMPDEN

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Send us in
your 

announcements!
Happy Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run 

here free of charge, please keep it 

to less than 50 words.

Please send to krivers@turley.com

Your Ad 
Could Be Here!

Contact
Jocelyn for details

jwalker@turley.com
413-283-8393

Sponsor Our Community 
Photo Page In Your 
Hometown Community Newspaper! 
Reach Over 9,000 Households!

Local Advertising =
INCREASED 
REVENUE!

A WHT 
animal fan...

Submitted photo and caption 
Christie-Lee McNamara

4-year-old Golden Retriever 
“Patsee” catching up on this 
week’s news.

Bumping into Derek…
Submitted photo and caption Charlie Bennett

Longtime Hampden resident Ben Bump 
bumped into Old Meetinghouse Museum 

guest speaker Derek Strahan after his 
talk about old cemetery carvings at the 

museum’s Open House Oct. 26. (Charles F. 
Bennett photo)

Photo courtesy of Hampden Fire Department

A rainbow made an appearance in the sky ahead of this year’s Public Safety 
Night Out held on Oct. 24. 

Rainbow sighting

Photo and caption courtesy of
 Hampden Police Department

Missing dog found, later 
reunited with owner

A citizen stopped by the police station on 
Oct. 27 after locating this very friendly 
dog roaming Allen Street. After a post on 
Facebook asking for the public’s help to find 
the owner, the owner was located.

Photo and caption courtesy of Wilbraham Police Department

Officer Glenn prepping the Wilbraham PD Trunk Or Treat 
mobile at the Scantic Valley YMCA Branch over the 
weekend.

WPD Trunk Or Treat

SEND US YOUR 
EVENT PHOTOS

As a free service for our readers we accept and will 
print when space allows community event photos and 

announcements. Just scan the QR code above and 
send us your photos and any information.

Email items to
  krivers@turley.com

Scan QR Code

[
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READY
TO COOK! THANKSGIVING DINNER DINNER 

FEEDS 
10 PEOPLE

$6999
STUFFED TURKEY - SIDES - DESSERT

ALSO A COMPLETE 
LINE OF GOURMET 
CAKES & DESSERTS

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TURKEY BREAST .................

$899
ea

USDA INSP.  FROZEN

BACON WRAPPED
SHRIMP 16.5 OZ .......................

USDA INSP. 

CHICOPEE PROVISION
BLUE SEAL KIELBASA ............ lb

$539

$1799
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN
COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 2 LB BAG .................

SALE DATES: 11/13/25-11/19/25

$169
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
LEG LAMB ..............................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CUT FREE ..................
USDA INSP. FRESH
GROUND PORK .........................

$188
lb

lb

lb
$155

USDA INSP. FROZEN
HAM PORTIONS
BUTT or SHANK ...................

$266
lb

$669

USDA INSP. BONELESS
TRIPLE M
WHOLE PIT HAM .................
USDA INSP. 
SMOKED 
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .

$366
lb

$244
lb

$266
lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAK

$599
lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF STRIPLOIN
$789

lb

CUT
FREE

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST

$777
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

DIET LEAN
GROUND BEEF

USDA INSP. BONE-IN
CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .........

$133
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

JESSIE LORD
CHERRY PIE 22 OZ ................... ea

$499

USDA INSP. SKINLESS & SHANKLESS
BUDABALL 
OLD FASHIONED 
SMOKED WHOLE HAM ......

$529
lb

5 LB 
BAG

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Dec. 7 ......Water for Elephants at PPAC      ..................$120
Dec. 20 ....Cirque Holidaze ............................................$120
May 24 ....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
July19 ......8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ......from $1699
Aug 3 .......8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise .................from $1699

Three Great 2026 
Norwegian Cruises

Ferrara Consulting 
& Properties

Consulting all Matters 
of Real Estate

Art Ferrara

(413) 348-5827

WILBRAHAM - The Teen 
Department at the Wilbraham 
Public Library announces a 
tote bag painting workshop 
on Tuesday, Nov. 18 from 5 
to 6:30 pm. Erin Boughamer, 
owner of Paint Sip Fun, will 
lead grades 6–12 through cre-
ating their own unique painted 
tote bag.

“We are excited to be paint-
ing on tote bags for a change, 
and teens will have a choice of 
images, either ‘Citrus Fruit’ 
or ‘Colorful Fish’,” said Teen 
Services Librarian Rachel 
Hapgood. “Erin of Paint Sip 
Fun created both images spe-
cifically for our teens, and 
will be offering step-by-step 

instructions on each design 
at the event. Art and paint-
ing programs are some of our 
most popular teen programs.”

All supplies will be pro-
vided; each teen will receive 1 
tote bag. No experience neces-
sary. Lemonade and water will 
be available. This program is 
free to attend and sponsored 

by the Wilbraham Friends of 
the Library. Registration is 
required as space is limited. 
Both painting choices can be 
seen on our website when reg-
istering. Register at www.wil-
brahamlibrary.org, “Teens”, 
“Event Calendar”, or call the 
library at 413-596-6141.

MONSON – Monson Sav-
ings Bank is calling on the 
community to come together 
to make a difference during 
its Food Drive, happening the 
first two weeks of November. 
With food insecurity affecting 
families across Western Mas-
sachusetts, the Bank invites 
everyone to donate non-per-
ishable food items, paper 
goods, and toiletries to help 
neighbors in need.

During the first two weeks 
of November, donations can 
be dropped at any of the fol-
lowing Monson Savings Bank 
Branches during regular busi-
ness hours:

•	 Monson Branch:
   146 Main Street
•	 Hampden Branch: 
   15 Somers Road
•	 Wilbraham Branch:
   100 Post Office Park
•	 Ware Branch: 
   136 West Street
•	 East Longmeadow Branch:  

61 North Main Street

Each Bank location is 
partnering with a local food 
pantry to ensure donations 
go directly to those in their 
communities who need them 
most. In total, the Bank will 
hold six food drives benefit-
ting four local food pantries.
•	 Monson Branch: Monson 

Community Pantry
•	 Hampden, Wilbraham, and 

East Longmeadow Branch-

es: Springfield Open Pantry
•	 Ware Branch: Ware Jubilee 

Food Cupboard
•	 Loan and Operations Cen-

ter: The Gray House

“This is a moment for our 
community to step up and 
show what we’re made of,” 
said Dan Moriarty, President 
and CEO of Monson Savings 
Bank. “We’re proud to be part 

of this effort, and we’re ask-
ing our neighbors to join us. 
Every can, every box, every 
donation makes a real im-
pact.”

Monson Savings Bank’s 
commitment to fighting food 
insecurity goes beyond this 
bank-wide initiative. This 
year, the Bank has contribut-
ed $32,500 to local organiza-
tions that are fighting hunger 
in the communities the Bank 
serves. This includes $20,000 
to The Food Bank of West-
ern Massachusetts, part of a 
$100,000 pledge; $10,000 to 
the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Family Services Food Pan-
try; $1,000 to Rachel’s Table, 
$1,000 to the Wales Food 
Pantry, and $500 to the Feed 
the Kids Golf Tournament.

To learn more about 
how Monson Savings Bank 
supports our local commu-
nities, please visit: https://
www.monsonsavings.bank/
connect /our-community/
our-community-commitment.
html

COMMUNITY

Monson Savings Bank urges community 
to join the fight against hunger

Each Bank location is partnering with a local food pantry to 
ensure donations go directly to those in their communities 
who need them most. In total, the Bank will hold six food 
drives benefitting four local food pantries.

WILBRAHAM - The 
Town of Wilbraham is ac-
cepting applications for 43 
positions under the Senior 
Citizen & Veterans Tax 
Abatement Program.  Senior 
Citizens and Veterans select-
ed under this program  will 
work during calendar year 
2026 to receive an abate-
ment on their property tax 
bill for fiscal year 2027 (July 
1, 2026 – June 30, 2027).

Basic requirements are 
that taxpayers must be an as-
sessed owner of property in 
Wilbraham, and must have 
owned and occupied a home 
in Wilbraham for at least five 
years.  To be eligible for the 
Senior Citizens program the 
resident must be over 60 
years of age.  To be eligible 
for the Veterans program the 
resident must be a Veteran 
defined by MGL (a copy of 
your DD 214 is required).

The current compensa-
tion is calculated at $15.00 
per hour, and the maxi-
mum allowable abatement 
is $1,500.00 per property. 
Abatement workers will 
need to work 100 hours to 
receive the full abatement 
of $1,500.00 (less federal 
income tax and Medicare de-
ductions). 

The 43 positions being 
offered are:

Clerk’s Office: 4 Office 
Assistants

Treasurer/Collector’s 
Office: 2 Office Assistants

Public Access Televi-
sion: 5 Production Produc-
ers

Library: 4 Library Pages
Library: 1 Local History 

Assistant
Senior Center: 15 Office 

Assistants
Select Board Office:  1 

Office Assistant
Parks & Recreation:  3 

Assistant Gym Supervisors
Facilities: 2 Facilities 

Laborer/Helpers
Facilities: 4 Gardeners
Engineering: 1 Engi-

neering Assistant
Veterans: 1 U.S Flag 

Custodian & Veteran Event 
Support

Hours are flexible and 
will be worked out on an in-
dividual basis between the 
department director and the 
abatement worker, but must 
be completed by November 
30, 2026.

This program is bene-
ficial for both senior and 
veteran residents and Wil-
braham taxpayers.  Seniors 
and Veterans have an oppor-
tunity to lower their property 
tax bill, and taxpayers are 
benefitting from the superior 
talent and work experience 
these individuals bring to the 
job at a very low cost to the 
town.

Interested residents can 
pick up applications and in-
formation packets at the se-
nior center, library, or Select 
Board Office, or print it from 
our website: www.wilbra-
ham-ma.gov.  Applications 
should be submitted to the 
Select Board Office no later 
than December 12, 2025.

Senior & Veteran Tax Work-
Off Abatement Program 
seeks applicants for 2026

Teen Canvas Tote Bags with Paint Sip Fun, Nov. 18

WILBRAHAM - The 
Town of Wilbraham an-
nounces the ongoing work 
of the Building 
Utilization Com-
mittee and invites 
community partic-
ipation through a 
public survey on 
municipal building 
usage.

The Wilbra-
ham Select Board formed the 
Building Utilization Commit-
tee in early 2025 in response 
to the need to optimize the 
town’s facilities amid grow-
ing demands for efficiency 
and cost savings. Compris-
ing nine members, including 
six community residents and 
one representative each from 
the Finance Committee, Cap-
ital Planning Committee, and 
Planning Board, the commit-

tee’s primary purpose is to 
assess current town-owned 
buildings and properties, iden-

tify opportunities 
for improvement, 
and recommend 
cost-effective solu-
tions to enhance 
functionality, re-
purpose underuti-
lized spaces, and 
improve overall 

operational efficiency.
As part of its mandate, 

the committee is required to 
report its findings, analyses, 
and recommendations direct-
ly back to the Select Board, 
providing actionable insights 
to inform future town plan-
ning and budgeting decisions.

To ensure the committee’s 
recommendations reflect the 
needs and perspectives of 
Wilbraham residents, a mu-

nicipal building usage survey 
has been developed to gather 
community feedback on how 
town facilities are currently 
used and potential improve-
ments. The survey is quick 
and anonymous, covering 
topics such as building acces-
sibility, usage frequency, and 
ideas for optimization.

Community input is vital 
to shaping a more efficient 
and responsive town infra-
structure. Residents are en-
couraged to complete the sur-
vey by Dec. 1 to help guide 
the committee’s work.

Contact: Jeffrey Smith, 
Chairman Wilbraham Build-
ing Utilization Commit-
tee Phone: (413) 596-2800 
Email: townhall@wilbra-
ham-ma.gov or Wbuc@Wil-
braham-ma.gov.

Building Utilization Committee seeks input

WILBRAHAM - The 
Wilbraham Communi-
ty Chorus, accompanied 
by Marcia Jackson and 
directed by Raymond 
Drury, will perform two 
concerts this December. 
Sunday, Dec. 7 at St. Ce-
cilia’s Catholic Church, 
Wilbraham at 3 p.m., and 
Saturday, Dec. 13 at First 
Church of Christ in Long-
meadow at 2 p.m. 

Drury has chosen a 
varied and compelling 
program including classi-
cal masterworks of Vival-
di, Lauridsen, Purifoy and 
Navarud plus a selection 
of folk tunes, pop songs 
and seasonal numbers. Of 
particular interest will be a 

performance by both Jack-
son and local keyboard art-
ist Todd Rovelli of music 
for piano four-hands, and 
a chamber choir consisting 
of WCC members singing 
music of the incomparable 
P.D.Q. Bach.

Admission is free,  but 
a free will offering will be 
taken to help defray ex-
penses.

Find us on Facebook @
Wilbraham Choral Society

This program is sup-
ported in part by a grant 
from the Longmeadow 
Cultural Council, a local 
agency, which is support-
ed by the Mass Cultural 
Council, a state agency.      

Wilbraham Community 
Chorus 2025 Concert Series

Stuff a 
Cruiser 
Dec. 6

WILBRAHAM – The 
Wilbraham Police Relief As-
sociation will be holding its 
annual Stuff a Cruiser Toy 
Drive on Saturday, Dec. 6 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Big Y located at 2035 Boston 
Road in Wilbraham.

They will be accepting 
donations of new, unwrapped 
gifts for local families in 
need. More information to 
follow. 

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com
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Now Accepting New Patients
WHY WHY 
GO TO GO TO 
URGENT URGENT 
CARE?CARE?
Don’t Forget To 
Get Your Flu Shot 
This Fall!

2207 Boston Road, Wilbraham  • 35 Turkey Hill Road, Suite 205, Belchertown
(413) 599-1201 • Fax: (413) 596-2940 • www.pamcares.com

2 Convenient 
Locations! Most Insurances Accepted

Gary Nielan, M.D.
Kimberly Joyal Martins, M.D.
Amy Kasper, M.D.
Kimberly Dewey, M.D.
Priya Malik, M.D.
Thirza Lareau, M.D.
Melissa Maciborski, M.D.

Julia Komatsu, M.D.
Shatabdi Pinky, M.D.
Solmaz Masoudi, P.A.
Rachel McKenna, N.P.
Nicole Santos, LMHC
Rachel Kluk, LMHC

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

State Government Affairs for 
Charter Communications, 
thanked the senior center for 
hosting the event and stressed 
the importance of staying in-
formed. 

“The world is changing 
rapidly and it’s critical that 
we all have the tools and the 
knowledge needed to stay 
connected. The presentation 
today has been immensely 
successful in a variety of set-
tings including senior centers 
across the country and en-
hancing seniors’ digital lit-
eracy. I’m very pleased that 
we’re able to do this today 
here in Wilbraham,” Clark 
said. 

Clark also encouraged 
attendees to attend the up-
coming Thanksgiving Lunch 
on Nov. 13, which will be 
sponsored by Spectrum. They 
will also present a $5,000 
donation, once again, to the 
Friends of Wilbraham Se-
niors. 

Easler expressed ex-
citement at the engagement 
during the presentation, 
with attendees offering their 
thoughts and asking great 
questions.

“It was awesome. It makes 
my job a lot more fun and I’m 
glad they felt comfortable to 
ask those questions because I 
feel like, sometimes, there’s 
a little bit of like an embar-
rassment factor when seniors 
want to know something but 
they feel like they already 
should,” Easler said. “Every-
body has questions and some-
times people have the same 
questions. It’s nice when peo-
ple feel comfortable to share 
and get that information.”

Easler got involved with 
Cyber Seniors when she was 
looking for a way to engage 
with her community, adding 
how she’s passionate for hu-
man service work and comes 
from an education back-
ground.

“So, I was looking for a 
way to use my skills that I al-

ready had, but also grow and 
Cyber Seniors has definitely 
presented that,” Easler said. 
“And I really enjoy working 
with the older adults and be-
ing able to help them figure 
out their devices, teach them 
about cyber security and even 
just build that community 
of people wanting to learn 
more.”

Her number one safety 
tip is password management 
through having strong pass-
words and not being afraid 
to reach out if you’re unsure 
about something.

“Scammers thrive in other 
people’s isolation, so reach-
ing out and double-checking 
if you’re unsure is so import-
ant,” Easler said. 

She added for anyone who 
needs assistance, they can ac-
cess the Cyber Seniors free 
helpline at 413-613-4883.

Paula Dubord, director of 

elder affairs, was thrilled with 
the turnout and said it showed 
“how concerned folks are 
about protecting themselves 
and their information.”

“Any way we can help 
protect our residents from 
being scammed, is great.  We 
receive calls daily from se-
niors concerned about phone 
calls that don’t seem right, 
emails that pretend to be of-
ficial, letters in the mail that 
look “real”.   We could hold 
programs like this weekly and 
still not cover all the scams 
out there, lots of them tar-
geting our Seniors,” Dubord 
said.

On what she hoped attend-
ees took away from the event, 
Dubord said this.

“If those in attendance 
took just one tidbit of infor-
mation on how to stay safe 
online, we consider that a 
win,” Dubord said. 

Easler’s message was this.
“I’m so thankful for ev-

eryone who came out today. 
I was so happy to see such a 
turnout and I would say, there 
are more people that do what 
I do in Western Mass and 
there’s lots of people that they 
can reach out to,” Easler said. 
“There’s a nonprofit called 
the Alliance for Digital Equi-
ty and Inclusion that is kind 
of like a network organization 
that kind of partners all us 
tech people up to be able to 
help our community. So, go-
ing on their website or doing 
a Google search to find them, 
you can find a whole network 
of people that can help.”

Dubord thanked Easler 
and Spectrum for their bring-
ing their workshop to the se-
nior center.

“We greatly appreciate 
the partnership with Spec-

trum and Cyber Seniors and 
for sharing their valuable in-
formation with our residents, 

and two lucky participants 
went home with a brand new 
laptop,” Dubord said. 

SMART DEVICES 
from page 1

Photos and captions courtesy of Heidi Vandenbrouck

Nancy Clark, Director of Government Affairs for Charter Communications-Spectrum, speaks 
about the importance of understanding technology during the digital education workshop 
hosted by Spectrum at the Wilbraham Senior Center.

From left: Nancy Clark, Director of Government Affairs at 
Charter Communications-Spectrum; Destiny Easler, Facilitator 
for Cyber Seniors; and Tom Morales, Senior Community Impact 
Manager at Charter Communications-Spectrum, gather for the 
digital education workshop at the Wilbraham Senior Center to 
support and empower seniors with essential technology skills.

Destiny Easler, Western 
Massachusetts program 
manager for Cyber Seniors, 
helps another attendee with 
technology tips. 

SPRINGFIELD — Rep-
resentative Angelo J. Pup-
polo, Jr. proudly recognized 
Jered Sasen today with a 
commemorative service pin 
in honor of his exceptional 
dedication to supporting 
veterans and their 
families through-
out the Com-
monwealth. 

J e r e d 
t h a n k e d 
Representa-
tive Puppolo 
saying, “I am 
honored to 
have been rec-
ognized for my 
efforts and I will say 
having a Representative like 
Angelo, who throughout my 
time at Wilbraham Veteran 
Services had been invalu-
able in our fight to ensure our 
Vets and their families have 
the best possible resources. 
Thank you to Angelo and all 
who have supported me along 
the way! You have no idea 
what it really means to me.”

Earlier this year, Jered 

was honored during the first 
annual Military Appreciation 
Day, a new annual tradition 
that brings together local, 
state, and community leaders 
to honor those whose service 

might otherwise go 
unrecognized. He 

was nominated 
by Represen-
tative Pup-
polo for his 
time as a 
member of 
the military 
and from 

the work he 
did during his 

time as a Veter-
ans’ Services Offi-

cer for Wilbraham Veter-
ans Services.

“Jered’s commitment to 
our veterans is the kind of 
quiet, steadfast leadership 
that strengthens entire com-
munities,” said Rep. Puppolo. 
“His work reflects the very 
best of public service, and it 
is my honor to acknowledge 
his efforts with this com-
memorative pin.”

Representative Puppolo Honors 2025 Military 
Appreciation Day Honoree, Jered Sasen WILBRAHAM - The 

Wilbraham Public Library 
is pleased to announce that 
it will be hosting two Gin-
gerbread House Workshop 
events for children and 
teens. 

Decorate your own gin-
gerbread house using cones 
of various types of frost-
ing, fondant and a generous 
candy buffet with Mandy 
Roberge from Wicked Good 
Henna!

All supplies are provid-
ed, including a homemade 
gingerbread house for each 
participant.

On Monday, Dec. 1, the 
Kids’ Gingerbread House 
Workshop for Grades 3-5 
will be from 4:30 to 5:30 
pm, and the Teen Ginger-
bread House Workshop for 
Grades 6-12 will follow 
from 6 to 7 p.m.

Registration is required 
starting Monday, Nov. 17 at 
www.wilbrahamlibrary.org 
or call the library at 596-
6141. Wilbraham residents 
only for the first week of 
registration. 

These programs are 
sponsored by the Wilbra-
ham Friends of the Library.

Gingerbread House
Workshops at the WPL

WILBRAHAM – There 
are new DRC hours of oper-
ation beginning Nov. 12.

The town of Wilbraham 
will be modifying the oper-
ating hours for the Disposal 
and Recycling Center. Satur-
day and Sunday hours have 
been modified and Thursday 
hours have been added.

*Sunday 9:30 a.m. to 3 

p.m.; Monday Closed; Tues-
day Closed; Wednesday 7 
a.m. to 3 p.m.; *Thursday 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Friday 7 
a.m. to 3 p.m.; *Saturday 7 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Thank you for your co-
operation and continued 
commitment to responsible 
waste and recycling practic-
es. 

Disposal and Recycling Center 
new days, hours of operation

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers
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Editor

krivers@turley.com

AGAWAM – Hundreds 
gathered at School Street Park 
on Oct. 25 for the 2025 Out 
of the Darkness Communi-
ty Walk in support of raising 
awareness for suicide preven-
tion.

The annual event featured 
a Honor Bead Ceremony with 
community members sharing 
their stories and wearing a 
color sharing their connection 
to the cause whether the loss 
of a child or spouse to a per-
sonal struggle or attempt, re-
marks from American Foun-
dation for Suicide Prevention 
Massachusetts Chapter Event 
Co-Chairs Karen Carreira and 
Lyndsey Nunes, State Sen. 
Adam Gomez (D-Spring-
field) and State Sen. John Ve-
lis (D-Westfield), community 
resource tents including free 
hugs and information on the 
988 hotline, raffle prizes, mu-
sic overseen by a DJ at Sia-
gel Productions, hope seeds 
given out by youth volunteers 
during the walk itself and 
more.

As each honor bead was 
presented, participants also 
lifted their own to show their 
personal connection to the 
cause. 

In 2024, fundraising from 
this walk has helped support 
mental health first aid training 
in schools including in Lud-
low, South Hadley, Chicopee, 
Monson, Palmer and Ware, 
local colleges including Elms 
College and the University of 
Massachusetts – Amherst—
who did a Talk Saves Live 
event and a Campus Walk—
presenting and sponsoring a 
portion of the Western Mass 
Veterans Conference and oth-
er programming in schools 
and communities throughout 
Western Massachusetts. 

The top five fundraising 
teams were Team Nathan, 
Rusty’s Free in the Wind, 
Randi’s Rainbow, Team Ed-
wards/First Churches and 
Whalen 3:16, while the top 
five individual fundraisers 
were Carol Beal, Karen Car-
reira, Michael Carreira, Kris-
tin Rivers and Denise Leme-
nager. 

The walk was spon-
sored by Easthampton Sav-
ings Bank (bankESB), Elm 
Electrical, Westfield Gas & 
Electric, Pioneer Behavioral 
Health, Color for Resilience, 
the Massachusetts Behavioral 
Health Helpline and Westek 
Architectural. 

To learn more, visit afsp.
org/chapter/Massachusetts.

Hundreds turn out for 
Out of the Darkness Community Walk

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

State Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow) and youth volunteers pose for a group photo with this year’s Out of the Darkness Community 
Walk t-shirt.

Participants gather at the Free Hugs tent. State Sen. Adam Gomez (D-Springfield) 
provides remarks on supporting those 
struggling with mental health and suicidal 
thoughts. 

Jeromie Whalen shares the story of his late 
brother, Christopher, who died by suicide in 
February. 

LEFT: The angel statue walkers stop at to pay their 
respects during the walk.

American 
Foundation 
for Suicide 
Prevention 
Massachusetts 
Chapter Event 
Co-Chairs 
Karen Carreira 
and Lyndsey 
Nunes open the 
ceremony. 

A shot of attendees during 
the walk ceremony.

The hope seeds walkers received 
from youth volunteers, a reminder to 

plant hope wherever you go. 

Stanley the 
Squirrel, the 

mascot for 
the Westfield 

Starfires, also 
stopped by 
for a visit.

Turley photos by 
Kristin Rivers
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WILBRAHAM – Last Tuesday eve-
ning, Minnechaug Regional High School 
girls soccer defeated Melrose in the Round 
of 32 2-1 to advance in the Division 2 state 
tournament. Makenna Sacco had the only 
goal for the Falcons. Following that, Min-
nechaug and Melrose played through two 
overtimes tied 1-1 and went to a penalty 
kick shootout. Minnechaug made all five 
PK’s while Isabel Horne stopped a late 
shot to clinch the win for the Falcons.

Girls soccer picks 
up PK win

Isabella Usher looks to shoot. Isabel Horne makes a diving save during penalty kicks. Ava Kearney is pressured with the ball.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Zoriah Wray takes a penalty kick.

Katelyn Hoar is 
pursued by an 
opponent.

WILBRAHAM – It was defi-
nitely not a usual feel for the Min-
nechaug Regional High School 
field hockey team. But with just 
one win on a very tough sched-
ule, the Falcons squeezed into the 
Division 2 state tournament. On 
Oct. 29, No. 32 Minnechaug wel-
comed No. 33 Marblehead and 
scored the win after the penalty 
stroke phase. The Falcons con-
verted two strokes to pick up the 
win and advance into the round 
of 32.

Falcons pick up
preliminary 
round win

Reese Magee sends the ball into the other end.
Ava Eggsware sends the free hit toward the right side.

Tess Morrow looks for a teammate up the field. Anna Taylor gets ready for a self-start.

Kennedy Burgmyer guides the ball into the 
circle.

Gabriella Eggsware reaches 
out to grab the loose ball. Katherine Britt makes the play on the backhand.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

HINGHAM – 
Last Friday night, 
Minnechaug Re-
gional High School 
football was defeat-
ed 35-14 against 
Hingham in the first 
round of the Divi-
sion 3 State Tourna-
ment. The Falcons 
have yet to win a 
state tournament 
game when quali-
fying. Minnechaug 
will face Chicop-
ee Comprehensive 
High School in 
Week 10 on Friday, 
Nov. 14 at 7 p.m.

Falcons fall in opening 
round of tourney

Jack Lucarelle 
rears back to pass 
during recent 
action.

ABOVE: Aidan 
Dzierwinski 
takes a 
handoff.

Max Baroni 
looks for a 
big return.

Turley photos by 
David Henry 

www.sweetdog-
photos.com



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESPage 12 November 13, 2025

SPORTS

The Holyoke Community College Women’s Basketball team was set to open up their regular 
season this week.

HOLYOKE – The Holy-
oke Community College 
women’s basketball schedule 

began this week with a match-
up against Quinsigamond 
Community College. Their 

next home game is scheduled 
for Nov. 15 at 1 p.m. against 
Five Towns College.

Cougars set for opener

WORCESTER  – The 
Mariners won again Sun-
day afternoon, 4-2, although 
it was a close 
game that the 
Railers might 
have taken, 
or at least 
tied.

Worces te r 
had yet another 
goal disallowed 
due to goalie inter-
ference, this one de-
posited by Riley Ginnell 
at 19:28 of the first period. 
It would have closed a 2-0 
deficit to 2-1 but was waved 
off. Since the fourth Maine 
goal was into an empty net, 
the wave-off was huge.

It was also the second in 
the last two games that call 
went against the Railers.

“Both nights, I think they 
were wrong,” coach Nick 
Tuzzlino said. “They decide 
what they decide but I think 
it happens a lot to us in this 
building.”

These goalie interfer-
ence reviews are becoming 
a plague. There seem to be 
one or two every game. They 
take up time and kill the 
flow. They are like football 
pass interference calls. If six 
people look at them you’ll 
get six different interpreta-
tions.

“I definitely saw our guy 
being physical with their de-
fenseman outside the paint,” 
Tuzzolino said. “There was a 
fight for ice. That’s bound to 
happen…I think you can call 
goalie interference on almost 

every goal, but it is what it 
is.”

The game marked the 
Railers debut 

of former 
Holy Cross 
g o a l t e n d e r 

Thomas Gale, 
who played two 
ECHL games 
for Wheeling last 
year. Worcester’s 

goaltending has 
been inconsistent thus 

far. Gale seemed to play 
well enough to earn another 
start.

“He was good,” Tuzzoli-
no said. “I think maybe the 
first two he might like back. 
Then in the second period 
he stops maybe two or three 
Grade As, at the end of the 
first he stops a breakaway. 
Great energy, great attitude, 
really fought down to the 
wire.”

“He was a fire starter, a 
spark. Not a knock on our 
other goalies but they’ve had 
a lot of mental battles and 
needed a mental break.”

The Railers goals were 
scored by Drew Callin and 
Kolby Johnson, playing in 
just his third game of the 
season. Lynden McCallum 
had two for Maine, giving 
him five for the two games 
here this weekend. Jacob 
Perreault and Sebastian Vid-
mar had the other Maine 
goals, Vidmar into an empty 
net.

Luke Cavallin made 22 
saves for Maine to improve 
his career record versus 

Worcester to 11-5-0.
Maine scored early and 

late in the first period.
Perrault notched a power 

play goal at 1:58, blasting 
a shot home from the left 
circle on the first shot Gale 
faced in a Worcester uni-
form. Maine’s man advan-
tage came about after Rail-
ers forward Jesse Nurmi was 
called for an obvious slash-
ing penalty at 1:50.

McCallum scored his 
fourth goal of the weekend 
at 17:17. He snapped a shot 
under the crossbar from the 
right circle; the Mariners 
have been very good so far 
this season against Worces-
ter at putting the puck on the 
top shelf.

The home team closed 
the gap on a power play goal 
of its own just 1:48 into the 
second period. Callin beat 
Cavallin from between the 
dots with a quick wrist shot 
after taking a pass from 
Ryan Miotto. It was a one-
goal game for about six min-
utes.

McCallum went top shelf 
at 7:46 to re-establish the 
Mariners’ two-goal lead. It 
could have been worse for 
the Railers, though. Maine 
had a 17-7 edge in shots and 
Gale made several excellent 
saves.

Johnson scored at 9:35 
of the third period, right off 
a draw in the left circle. The 
puck found him alone about 
15 feet away from Cavallin 
and he beat him with an in-
stant release.

Worcester Railers fall to Maine 4-2

WILBRAHAM – The 
Minnechaug Boys Varsity 
Soccer annual alumni game 
will be held Friday, Nov. 28. 
at 10:30 am., the day after 
Thanksgiving, at the Fal-
con Soccer Club Fields off 

of  Stony Hill Rd. This will 
mark the 26th year of the 
game being played. All for-
mer and current varsity play-
ers, parents, and friends to the 
program are encouraged to 
attend.  Players are responsi-

ble for the appropriate gear to 
play. All are invited to gather 
at the Taproom Grill follow-
ing the game. Help keep this 
great tradition alive.

Falcons alumni invited to take part in game

BRIDGEPORT, CT  – 
The Springfield Thunder-
birds (1-8-1-1) fell victim 
to a second-period surge by 
the Bridgeport Islanders 
(5-6-1-0) in a 6-1 loss 
on Saturday at 
Total Mort-
gage Arena.

S t a r t i n g 
his first game 
of the season, 
Will Cranley was 
busy in the open- i n g 
period in the Springfield 
crease, but the 23-year-old 
answered the bell with 14 
first-period saves, which 
included a handful of beau-
ties as the T-Birds survived 
nearly 90 seconds of a two-
man disadvantage at the 
end of the period.

At the other end, Mar-
cus Hogberg was equally 
sturdy in the Bridgeport 
crease, keeping Springfield 
off the board through nine 
shots in the first 20 minutes.

Bridgeport finally broke 
through on Cranley at 1:26 
of the second when Alex 
Jefferies picked the corner 
over Cranley’s blocker to 
give the Isles a 1-0 lead. 
Eetu Liukas added to the 
lead during a Bridgeport 
penalty kill just 2:10 later, 
driving to the front of the 
net and tipping a Daylan 
Kuefler pass over Cranley’s 
shoulder.

The Islanders only add-
ed to the T-Birds’ tough 
stretch at 9:02 when Adam 
Beckman crashed the paint 

and deflected a Matt 
Maggio cross-ice 

pass in behind 
Cranley to 
make it a 

3-0 game.
T h e 

T-Birds finally 
answered the 

B r i d g e p o r t 
run with a power play tal-
ly from Juraj Pekarcik at 
15:32, as the rookie fired a 
shot from the left-wing cir-
cle off a defender’s legs and 
past Hogberg, cutting the 
margin to 3-1 entering the 
third. Marc-Andre Gaudet 
picked up his first AHL 
point on the primary assist.

Springfield had two 
more opportunities to cut 
into the lead in the third on 
the power play, but again 
Hogberg and the Bridgeport 
penalty kill stood tall. Joey 
Larson, who scored three 
times in the first two meet-
ings between the clubs, 
added to his red-hot start 
when he fired a wrister past 
Cranley at 13:39, and Chris 
Terry and Marc Gatcomb 
followed that up with goals 
23 seconds apart to round 
out the scoring in the back 
half of the third.

T-Birds suffer tough 
loss to Bridgeport

WILBRAHAM — The 
Wilbraham Hampden Schol-
arship Foundation celebrat-
ed another successful year, 
awarding a record-breaking 
$100,750 in scholarships to 
Wilbraham and Hampden 
graduates of Minnechaug Re-
gional High School pursuing 
higher education.

The Foundation’s Board 
of Trustees — Kristen Har-
vey, Stefanie Falzone, San-
dy Polom, Sandra Sheehan, 
Lynn Diefenderfer, John 
Drost, Kelly Haber, Michael 
St. Marie, Celia Hixon, and 
Barbara Trombley — met 
monthly throughout the year, 
focusing on increasing indi-
vidual scholarship amounts in 

response to the rising cost of 
college tuition.

“Our goal has always been 
to help make higher educa-
tion more attainable for our 
community’s students,” said 
Barbara Trombley, President 
of the Foundation. “We’re 
thrilled to have been able to 
increase several award levels 
this year.”

The Foundation, estab-
lished in 1960, now requires 
a minimum of $1,000 to fund 
a named scholarship, and 
many donors have raised their 
awards to $1,500 or more. 
Foundation-sponsored schol-
arships were also increased 
from $2,000 to $3,000.

Throughout the year, the 

Foundation kept the commu-
nity informed through local 
publications, as well as via 
updates on its website and 
Facebook page. Posts includ-
ed scholarship announce-
ments, application reminders, 
fundraising updates, and fun 
facts about the organization’s 
mission.

Fundraising efforts re-
mained strong. The Foun-
dation’s annual fall business 
appeal once again garnered 
generous local support, and its 
spring raffle — the organiza-
tion’s primary fundraiser — 
saw enthusiastic participation 
from residents across Hamp-
den and Wilbraham.

This year, the Foundation 

was proud to introduce seven 
new scholarships:
•	 The Andrew Clines Memo-

rial Scholarship
•	 The W. Scott Goden-Deco-

teau Scholarship
•	 The Jeffrey G. Jones Me-

morial Scholarship
•	 The MRHS Class of 1974 

Scholarship
•	 The Dylan Pariseau “Follow 

Your Passion” Scholarship
•	 The Dr. and Mrs. Anthony 

Polom Scholarship
•	 The C.J. Cronin “Live For 

Others” Scholarship
A total of 74 applications 

were received, and the selec-
tion committee commended 
the high caliber of submis-
sions. The Foundation award-

ed 54 scholarships during its 
Evening of Recognition on 
May 15, 2025, where donors 
and trustees had the opportu-
nity to present awards in per-
son.

Looking ahead, the Foun-
dation hopes to see even more 
students apply for scholar-
ships in the coming year. 
“We encourage all graduating 
seniors and college students 
from Wilbraham and Hamp-
den to apply,” said Trombley. 
“With the rising cost of higher 
education, every dollar of fi-
nancial help can make a real 
difference. Our mission is to 
ease that burden for as many 
local students as possible.”

The Foundation emphasiz-

es that numerous scholarship 
opportunities are available 
each year, with varying cri-
teria that include academ-
ic achievement, community 
service, leadership, financial 
need, and personal interests. 
“We want students to know 
that there’s something for ev-
eryone,” said John Drost. “No 
matter their background or 
goals, chances are there’s a 
scholarship that fits.”

As the Foundation looks 
ahead, it does so with “new 
ideas and renewed energy,” 
committed to expanding its 
reach and continuing to sup-
port the educational dreams 
of Hampden and Wilbraham’s 
youth.

Wilbraham Hampden Scholarship Foundation awards record $100,750

This week in recreation
Ron Dobosz, 

Parks Forman 

WILBRAHAM - It is 
hard to believe fall sports 
are already winding down 
and it is time to prepare 
our fields and facilities 
for winter. We will ap-
ply late-season fertiliz-
er, dethatch, aerate, and 
over-seed our fields now 
that sports are finished. 
We also do some sodding 
work on worn areas that 
have a lot of damage.

The 2025 growing sea-
son was a challenging one. 
We had a cool spring, fol-
lowed by heavy rain, then 
a record drought starting 
in July, which continues 
now. Our small but ded-
icated Parks staff did an 
amazing job keeping our 
playing surfaces safe and 
high-quality despite the 
weather challenges. Turf 
and grass health and play-
er safety are always our 
top priorities. Agronomic 
practices such as aerating, 

dethatching, and sand top-
dressing are the keys to 
providing safe field condi-
tions for our athletes.

I am grateful and 
would like to thank our 
residents for providing the 
resources that allow us to 
incorporate all the neces-
sary agronomic practices 
to provide our users with 
safe playing conditions. 
The help of volunteer 
coaches taking such good 
care of the facilities be-
fore and after games and 
practices is also appreci-
ated.

The Parks Department 
thanks all coaches, play-
ers, and guests for using 
and enjoying Spec Pond 
and our other facilities. 
Without their support, we 
wouldn’t be able to pro-
vide such an enjoyable 
park and the programs 
that use it. I hope every-
one enjoys the upcoming 
holiday season, and I look 
forward to a happy and 
healthy 2026.

WILBRAHAM - The 
Wilbraham United Players 
are staging a holiday produc-
tion of “Five Golden Rings 
– A Greeting Card Channel 
Holiday Musical”. 

Performance dates are 
Nov. 28 through Dec. 7. Per-
formances on Fridays and 
Saturdays are at 7:30 p.m. 
and Sunday performances 
are at 2:30 p.m. Tickets are 
available through the Player’s 
website wilbrahamunited-
players.org

In Five Golden Rings, 
Holly, a business exec from 
“the big city” gets snowed in 
at a quaint Vermont B&B for 
Christmas and begins to fall 
for its non-threateningly rug-
ged owner, Lance. The issue: 
it’s the very B&B her compa-
ny is supposed to take over! 
Everything you want (and ex-
pect) in a cable-TV Christmas 
movie, from flannel shirts 
to flirtatious snowball fights 

to overt product-placement, 
mixed with fun songs and a 
lot of holiday cheer! Add a 
townsperson who “could” be 
a visitor from the North Pole, 
overly exuberant residents of 
the town, Lance’s adorable 
daughter Grace, Holly’s best 
friend Trish and “current” fi-
ancé, Bradley and you’ve got 
the usual characters all cov-
ered!

The musical is directed 
by Deborah Trimble with 
musical direction by Graham 
Christian and choreography 
by Jacqui Panasian.

The cast includes Ava 
D’Agostino as Holly and 
Nick Adams as Lance, with 
Rylee Santiago as Grace, 
Kiernan Cone as Trish, Joe 
Lessard as “Nick”, and Ca-
sey Dion as Bradley. Also in-
cluded are Shannon Martin, 
Amanda Emet, Jeff Erb and 
Jim Martin.

Wilbraham United Players to 
present ‘Five Golden Rings’

INDIAN ORCHARD 
– Immaculate Conception 
Church, 25 Parker St., Indian 
Orchard, Ma will be holding 
five Polish Food Sales on 
these Saturdays:

Nov. 15 – 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Nov. 22 – 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Dec. 13 –  9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Dec. 20 –  9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Golabki (3) $12; Kapus-

ta (Large) $10; Pierogi {12); 
Cabbage: Potato & Cheese 
$14-; Sweet Cheese, Blueber-
ry $15. Sales take place in the 
church cafeteria (lower sec-
tion of the church)

Credit cards not accepted.

Polish Food Sales are back
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Sunflower seed heads
The Brimfield resident 

reported the tufted titmouse 
and northern cardinal really 
like the sunflower seed heads 
that he has been hanging on 
one of my feeder stations. 
Because of the black bears, 
he has no bird feeders out yet.

Warren ponds
The Brimfield resident 

drove past the ponds in War-
ren. At the one on New Reed 
Street, there was an adult bald 
eagle, three mallards and two 
double-crested cormorants.

Canada geese
I saw a flock of about two 

dozen Canada geese land in a 
harvested cornfield in Barre 
this past Saturday. I do not 
know if they were local geese 
or some migrating south from 
the north. 

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com 
or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005.

BACKYARD from page 6

SENIORS

Please call 566-5588 to 
register for all events or class-
es at the senior center.

If you plan to have lunch 
on the day of the event, please 
reserve your lunch by 11:00 
am at least one day before the 
event. Feel free to schedule 
your lunch reservations for 
the month.

Thanksgiving 
Grab and Go Dinner 

Wednesday, Nov. 26, 2025 
Pick up between 2 to 2:30 

p.m. 
Enjoy a delicious Thanks-

giving Dinner with all the fix-
ings, and dessert! 

Compliments of the 
Hampden Senior Center, and 
our generous sponsors: 

Assisted Living Locators, 
Brodeur Campbell Fence 
Company, Friends of Hamp-
den Senior Citizens, 

Great Horse, JGS Life-
care, Monson Savings Bank, 
Texas Roadhouse, Hampden 
Senior Center Quilt Group, 
Saint Mary’s Parish, and 
Vantage Health & Rehab of 
Hampden. 

Delivery in Hampden 
is available. Thanks to our 
sponsors, there is no charge 
for this meal. 

Please let us know when 
ordering if you need your 
meal delivered. 

Please call 566-5588 start-
ing November 1st to order 
your dinner. Meals are limit-
ed. 

 
Crafts with Kim  
Tuesday, Nov. 18, 

from 10 a.m. to Noon
4-pack of adorable cork 

ornaments - $5 fee; materials 
included. 

Cork Trivets - $5 for class, 
materials included. 

All projects are on display 
in the lobby. 

November’s Scrapbooking 
Theme is Holiday & Winter

Tuesdays, Nov. 18, from 1 
to 3 p.m. Drop-ins welcome! 

Cost is $10 per class. A 
choice of 12” x 12” or 8” x 
8” page will be provided for 
your album. 

Tape runners, archival 
pens, and other supplies are 
available for purchase. 

No Scrapbooking in De-
cember. Class resumes in 
January. 

Lobby Learning 
for the Holidays 

Lobby Learning in No-

vember and December wel-
comes local vendors with 
great gift ideas and yummy 
treats that will be available 
for purchase here in the lob-
by. 

Don’t have time to get to 
the store to purchase a gift 
this year? Stop by the senior 
center on a

Lobby Learning Day and 
pick up a great gift for some-
one, or treat yourself to some-
thing new! 

Buy local and help sup-
port small businesses. 

11/6—Behavioral Health 
Network, holidays can be an 
emotional time but thank-
fully, help is available if you 
need it. Stop by the table for 
more information about deal-
ing with holiday stress and 
more. 

11/13—The Cookie Fairy 
11/20—Ferrindino Maple 
12/4—Sue Kendrick with 

local honey products 
Perhaps there is an orga-

nization you would like us to 
welcome? Please let us know. 

FREE Tech Support 
Monday, Dec. 15 

Everyday Tech Support 
will be available by appoint-
ment only for 30-minute 
sessions on the 3rd Monday 
of each month from 10 to 
11 a.m. to meet with you to 
address your technical ques-
tions. 

To get the most out of 
your appointment, come pre-
pared with your charged por-
table device, mobile phones, 
laptops, and/or tablets, know 
your passwords, and have 
your questions written down. 

Appointments are limited, 
and pre-registration is manda-
tory. Please call 566-5588 to 
schedule your appointment 

Handmade Gift Card & 
Money Holder Class 
Make your holiday gifts 

look extra special with hand-
made gift cards and money 
holders. 

We will also make a vari-
ety of festive gift tags. 

Wednesday, Nov. 19, from 
9:15 to 11:15 a.m. 

Tuesday, Dec. 2, from 11 
to 3 p.m. 

Cost is $3.00 per class for 
as many as you can make. All 
materials will be provided. 

Greeting Cards with Ellie 
Monday, Nov. 24,

 1 to 3 p.m. 
Discover endless possi-

bilities for creating your own 
personal greeting cards and 
learn new techniques each 
month. Cost is $3.00 per per-
son. All materials are provid-
ed. 

Do you have Parkinson’s 
Disease or you know 
someone who does? 

PWR! Moves Group Ex-
ercise Classes with Lisa Kern, 
OT, Reiki Master/Holistic 
Therapist 
Mondays from 9 to 10 a.m.

A Parkinson-specific 
exercise class that “makes 
function exercise” to keep 
you moving and doing more 
of what you want to do! As 
you practice, you will be 
challenged physically and 
cognitively while working 
on fitness goals: strength, 
balance, agility, aerobics, 
and flexibility. Exercises are 
designed to improve your 
fitness, counteract your PD 
symptoms, and increase your 
daily activity. This whole 
body, function-focused exer-
cise class will push you to do 
more than you think you can 
in a fun, empowering, and en-
riched environment! Pre-paid 
rate for 8 classes: $65. Drop-
in rate: $10.00 per class.

Shuffleboard Anyone? 
Or are we playing 

Cornhole? The courts are 
open! Indoors or out! 
Mondays at 10 a.m.

Plan on playing outside 
until the weather becomes 
prohibitive, and then we will 
be going indoors to play Corn 
Hole. All are welcome! No 
experience necessary! 

Please call Tina at 566-
5588 to let her know you are 
interested in playing. 

Common Threads Led by 
Joan Tompkins, PhD 

Mondays, 
from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. 
We share memories and 

learn new coping skills of 
how to deal with loss, lone-
liness, and adapting to life 
changes. There is no charge 
to join All are welcome. 

Common Threads will 
NOT meet in December but 
will be back in January with 
a new format. 

Stay tuned for details. 

Ukulele Classes 
with Amy Scott 

Current session runs 
through Dec. 15.

Beginner Ukulele – Mon-
days, 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. 

$7 per class for drop-ins. 
Advanced Ukulele – Mon-

days, 1 to 2:30 p.m. 
Cost is $80 for the ses-

sion. $10 per class.

Choral Group
Are you interested in sing-

ing in a choral group? Please 
let us know by calling 566-
5588.

Living Stronger…
Longer… 

with Lamar Moore 
Tuesdays from
 2:15 to 3 p.m. 

Current session runs 
through Dec. 16. No Class on 
11/11.

Classes in November will 
be on the 18 and 25. 

Join Lamar to learn about 
balance and how it impacts 
your overall health and well-
ness. Get tips on strength 
training and cardiovascular 
endurance to increase mo-
bility and flexibility. “It’s 
never too late to start making 
progress on your health span. 
Muscles and balance are the 
two things you can train and 
improve even as you age. 
Cost is $6 per class for drop-
ins.

Pickleball at Thornton 
Burgess,

 85 Wilbraham Road 
Three time slots are avail-

able on Wednesday mornings: 
8 to 9:30 a.m., 9:30 to 11 

a.m., or 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
This program is for new 

players and beginners looking 
to hone their skills and learn 
the rules of the game. You 
must call the senior center to 
sign up. 

Please call Tina at 566-
5588 to register and schedule 
your court time. 

Ballroom Dance for 
Balance and Longevity! 

Thursdays, from 
2:15 to 3:15 p.m. 

Current session runs 
through November 13th. Les-
sons will continue through 
year-end at the drop-in rate 
of $10 per class. We will offer 
a session rate starting in Jan-
uary. All are welcome! Let’s 
Dance!!

Social dance classes led 
by Amy Villalobos-Schold, a 
skilled occupational therapist. 
Focused on strengthening, 
stability, and modifications… 

so you can dance! Beginners 
and singles welcome! 

MEMORY CAFÉ 
EVERY FRIDAY 

AT 10:15 a.m. 
The Memory Café is a 

welcoming place for individ-
uals with memory challenges, 
along with their 

caregivers, family, or 
friends, to gather in a safe, 
supportive, and engaging en-
vironment. 

Here’s what’s happening 
at the Memory Café in No-
vember: 

11/14— Rhythm & Mo-
tion with Sara 

11/21—Music with Renee 
11/28—No Café—Happy 

Thanksgiving 
Please call Wendy for 

more information. 
Sponsored by: Friends of 

Hampden Senior Citizens & 
private donations. 

African Drumming” with 
Jason 

Fridays from 2 to 3 p.m. 
Drop-ins are welcome! 

Current session runs 
through Dec. 12 

No class on 11/28. All are 
welcome! No previous expe-
rience necessary. 

Cost is $7 per class for 
drop-ins. 

HELP US STOCK OUR 
SHELVES with Dish Soap. 

Thank you to those who 
donated disinfecting wipes 
last month. Every month, we 
will target a different item 
to help fill monthly Personal 
Needs Bags. 

Due to space constraints, 
please refrain from purchas-
ing warehouse-sized items.  
D & R Farm, Farm Share

Winter Farm Share re-
sumes in January.

“Come What May” Bou-
tique... is open in our lobby 
for all to shop during normal 
business hours, 

Monday through Friday, 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

We accept donations of 
new or gently used clothing, 
outerwear, accessories, and 
footwear.

All proceeds from Bou-
tique sales will benefit the 
needs of the Senior Center.

Did you know we offer the 
following services…. 

FREE Blood Pressure 
Clinic – Walk-in 9:15 to 
10:45 a.m.

Tuesdays with Ann Mag-
gio, RN, or Ruth Haley, RN

Thursdays with Karen 
Blair, RN

Chair Massage with Min-
dy – by appointment

Tuesday, Nov. 18. Cost is 
$10 for 10 minutes. 

Gift Cards are available 
and make great gifts!. 

Anyone is welcome to 
schedule appointments for 
these services. 

Please call 566-5588 to 
schedule your appointments.

Save these Dates 
and sign up now!

Trish Pilon will be here 
from Creative Roots Studio 
to teach a two-week class in 
abstract painting on Wednes-
days, Dec. 3 and 10, from 10 
a.m. to Noon 

Cost is $20.00 per person. 
All materials will be provid-
ed. 

Please call 566-5588 now 
to reserve your spot. Space is 
limited. 

Dec. 10 at 10 a.m. 
The New England Air 

Museum will be here to do a 
presentation on the Warbirds 
of WWII. 

Please call 566-5588 to 
reserve your spot. 

Sponsored by: Pat Sher-
man of Edward Jones Finan-
cial Group 

Monthly Highlights for November at the Hampden Senior Center:

Upcoming 
HSC Trips

HAMPDEN - The 
following trips are being 
arranged at the Hamp-
den Sr Ctr, 104 Allen 
St, Hampden; prices in-
clude the driver’s tip.

Mon, Dec 8 -  The 
Aqua Turf Club “Rock 
This Town Orches-
tra” - Coffee on arrival, 
delicious family-style 
lunch, Swinging ‘50s 
and ‘60s tunes - $127pp.

Full Payment Dead-
lines are usually 2 
weeks before the event. 
Flyers are available @ 
the Sr Ctr or via email. 
Questions call Bobbi @ 
413-566-8271 or email 
bobbijg2@charter.net.

WILBRAHAM - The 
Wilbraham Art League will 
be showcasing original art-
work in the Brooks Room of 
the Wilbraham Library, 25 
Crane Park Drive, hrough the 
Nov, 27. The library is open 
Monday through Wednesday 
9 am to 8 pm, Thursday and 
Friday 9 am to 5 pm, and Sat-
urday 9 am to 2 pm. There 
will be a reception from noon 
to 1:30 pm on November 8.

On display will be paint-
ings in a range of styles and 
sizes. The League has mem-
bers from various towns in 
the area, who work in wa-
tercolor, acrylic, oil, pastel, 
graphite, photography, and 
other media. They have held 
shows in numerous local 
venues with many of their 
members winning awards for 
their work. Two of the artist 
who will have their work in 
show are Trish Pilon from 
Springfield and Joanne from 
Wilbraham. 

Trish Pilon, a newer 
member of the WAL, lives in 
Springfield. Even as a small 
child she was interested in 
art. She says, “A painted pic-
ture to me has always been 

like a snapshot in time.  I like 
all works of art and I am in-
spired by it.” She creates her 
art with a mix of mediums 
from oil pastels, watercolors, 
aquarelle crayons, acrylics, 
embossed inks, distressed, 
gel pens, and colored pencils. 
“I used to only paint realistic 
paintings. Now I enjoy paint-
ing abstract art that represents 
a variety of objects. It took a 
while to trust myself to be 
free to create art using a vari-
ety of colors, textures, whim-
sy and so much more.”  Some 
of her inspiration comes from 
Monet, Picasso, Rembrandt, 
and Matisse.  She says, “I 
love the use of colors and 
the vividness of their paint-
ings.”  Trish has a studio in 
her house and spends at least 
20 hours a week creating art.  
You will see her work at the 
upcoming Library show.

Joanne Bell from Wilbra-
ham uses photography as an 
art form. Her parents gave 
her a Polaroid camera when 
she was 11 years old. Her in-
terest in photography as an 
art form was rekindled when 
she took a course at the Palm-
er Library over 20 years ago 

that introduced her to DSLR 
cameras. She bought a Can-
on Rebel and got out in the 
field as much as she could. 
Joanne joined the Wilbraham 
Art League. She says, “I was 
greatly encouraged by many 
of the artists that are still 
members now. For continued 
education in photography, I 
read a great deal and partic-
ipate in webinars and work-
shops.” Her favorite subject 
is nature photography. In 
2023 she was awarded best 
color photograph at the Big E 
in the adult age group. Since 
then, she has won a number 
of other awards. She gets 
out to photograph regularly. 
“My go-to photography spots 
are Shelburne Falls, Quab-
bin Reservoir, and Old Stur-
bridge Village. It seems that 
whenever I go out to shoot a 
particular subject, something 
entirely different presents it-
self, and it becomes the “shot 
of the day.” 

The group was founded in 
2007 and continues to meet 
the second Tuesday of the 
month, except for July and 
August, at the Wilbraham 
Senior Center at 250 Spring-

field Street. It is an opportu-
nity to meet other artists, ex-
change ideas and encourage 
one another. Meetings begin 
at 6:30 and most include an 
art-oriented program. Any 
interested non-member is 
welcome to attend. In addi-
tion to supporting each other 
the group seeks to bring art to 
their local communities. 

For more information 
about the Wilbraham Art 
League visit their website at 
https://wilbrahamartleague.
org/ or their Facebook page.

November Art Show at Wilbraham Library

wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com
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CARHARTT H.D. TRUCK COVER. 
Excellent condition, used less than 6 times. 
Fits half ton, extended cab, new $500, ask-
ing $400. 413-896-6857.

FIREWOOD
DRYFIREWOOD Oak/maple, cu/split/de-
livered, $300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more. 
Edwin Wroblewski Logging, 413-824-
0731. 

Buying standing timber, 
paying good money.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00

Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for 

outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 

New England Forest Products
 (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

SWIFT RIVER SUPPLY 

We buy guns. 
Federal and state licensed. 

413-658-5690.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-8868.

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682.

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
INTERIOR PAINTING - only $249.00 
for average 12x16 room. Free estimates, 
fast, dependable service. 
Call (508)867-2550.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now 
$1,200. 413-218-2321

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT 
DIESEL MECHANIC

In charge of daily repairs & maintenance 
on trucks as well as keeping equipment 
records/ordering parts. Health insurance/
vacation. Mon-Fri. Come & meet with us!  

RB Enterprises 
Ludlow, MA

413-583-8393

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

FOR RENT
WARE:  2BR, 2nd Fl. Walk-up, Walk to 
BigY/McD, W/D, Off-street Parking, Utilities 
Not Incl., 1st/Last/Security, Avail +- Dec. 1, 
$1,100/mo. 508-277-6044.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD 
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling 
brook, l-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths, 
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very 
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental 
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised here-
in is subject to the Federal Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation, or discrimina-
tion because of race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, or national origin, 
or intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

LOST DOG:
 Yellow Corgi mix, 23 pounds, an-
swers to Sadie,13 years old, shy with 
a big bark, pointy ears, wart on nose. 
Last seen 11/1 vicinity of Sunrise 
Ave., Barre.

Call 978-340-2450.

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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PUBLIC NOTICES
WILBRAHAM 

PLANNING BOARD
The Wilbraham Planning 

Board will hold a Public Hear-
ing on Wednesday, December 
3, 2025, at 6:00 PM in the Town 
Office Building, 240 Springfield 
Street, on the application of 
Michael Strycharz (contractor) 
for Site Plan Approval (SPA25-
05) under Sections 3.4.2.8 and 
4.10 of the Wilbraham Zoning 
Bylaw to allow construction of 
a 795 square foot attached Ac-
cessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) 
on property owned by Paul 
and Keena Gravanda located at 
1134 Glendale Road as shown 
on plans on file in the Planning 
Office and posted for public 
viewing on the Planning Board 
page of the Town of Wilbraham 
website at www.wilbraham-ma.
gov/123/Planning-Board. Both 
in person and virtual participa-
tion are available. To participate 
virtually go to https://meet.goto.
com/971040493 or call 877-309-
2073 (Access Code: 971-040-
493). 

James Rooney, Chair
11/13, 11/20/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
Sale of Motor Vehicle 

Under G.L. c. 255 Sec. 39A
Bach Towing Inc., 165 Benton 

Drive, East Longmeadow, MA is 
holding a private sale of the fol-
lowing vehicle on 11/21/2025 at 
2:00 p.m. to satisfy our garage 
keepers lien thereon for stor-age 
and towing charges and expenses 
of Notices of Sale.

Priscilla Texidor
128 Wood Lawn St.
Springfield, MA 01108
2008 Nissan Sentra SE-R
Vin# 3N1BB61E78L666287

York Tree Service
210 Thayer Rd.
Higganum,CT 06441

2012 Ford F450 Supper Duty
VIN# 1FD0X4HTXCEB81726
Kevin Leblanc
687 Frank Smith Rd.
Longmeadow, MA 01106
2006 Jeep Grand Cherokee
VIN: 1J4GR48K26C200963
10/30, 11/06, 11/13/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P2311EA
Estate of: 

William J Frangie 
Date of Death: 07/08/2025

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by William P Rome-
nius of Falls Church, VA re-
questing that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
William P Romenius of Falls 
Church, VA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and ob-
jection at this Court before: 

10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 12/05/2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of ob-
jections within thirty (30) days 
of the return day, action may 
be taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: November 05, 2025  

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

11/13/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P2276EA
Estate of: 

Thelma D Hicks
Also known as: 

Thelma L Hicks, 
Thelms L Hicks 

Date of Death: 08/18/2025
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Cynthia L Fallon 
of Apalachin, NY requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Cynthia L Fallon of Apalachin, 
NY be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and ob-
jection at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 12/05/2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of ob-
jections within thirty (30) days 
of the return day, action may 

be taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: October 31, 2025 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

11/13/2025

Town of Hampden
Zoning Board of Appeals
The Hampden Zoning Board 

of Appeals will hold a Public 
Hearing on Tuesday, November 
25, 2025 at 6 PM in the Hamp-
den Town Hall (formerly Thorn-
ton W. Burgess Middle School) 
located at 85 Wilbraham Road, 
Hampden, for those interested in 
the petition of the Minnechaug 
Land Trust Inc., Sherry Him-
melstein, Board Member, for a 
variance/special permit for the 
minimum lot frontage require-

ment on Lot A, North Road (Par-
cel 23-47-0) owned by the Min-
nechaug Land Trust. The petition 
and related materials are on file 
in the Town Clerk’s office and 
may be viewed during normal 
business hours. For the Board, 
L. Jed Berliner, Chair. Published 
November 6 and 13, 2025 in the 
Wilbraham/Hampden Times. 
11/06, 11/13/2025

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
PUBLIC HEARING
APPLICATION FOR

 A LIQUOR LICENSE 
AMENDMENT:

Change of Location
The Wilbraham Select Board 

will hold a public hearing under 
Massachusetts General Laws 
Chapter 138, Section 15 on Mon-
day, December 8, 2025 at 7:15 
PM at the Town Office Building, 
240 Springfield Street, Wilbra-
ham, to hear public comment on 
an amendment application for 
an annual Section 15 Wines and 
Malt Beverages license submit-
ted by The Guilty Grape LLC, to 
change its location from 6 Burt 
Lane, Suite 103, Wilbraham to 
461-465 Main Street, Wilbra-
ham. Anyone wishing to com-
ment on the application will be 
heard. This meeting will be con-
ducted in person and virtually 
(see meeting agenda for details).

WILBRAHAM 
SELECT BOARD

Local Licensing Authority 
11/13/2025

Turley Publications 
would like to 

help you show off 
the newest 
member  of 
your family 

this Christmas, 

FORFOR  
FREE! FREE! 

Mail to: 
Turley Publications 

24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 

Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope 
if you would like 

the picture returned or 
email photo to: 

jamie@turley.com 
with subject line: 

BABY'S FIRST. 
This offer is available to 
all babies born in 2025. 

Pictures will be 
published the week of 
December 23-26, 2025.

Deadline for photos and forms is 
Friday, December 12, 2025

Baby’s Name:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Birthdate:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Names:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Parents’ Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

❏	 Agawam Advertiser 
News

❏	 Barre Gazzette
❏	 Chicopee Register
❏	 Country Journal
❏	 The Holyoke Sun
❏	 Journal Register 

❏	 Quaboag Current
❏	 The Register 
❏	 Sentinel
❏	 Town Reminder
❏	 Ware River News
❏	 The Wilbraham-

Hampden Times

Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear.

Logan DistlerLogan Distler
September 22, 2024

Parents:  Daniel & Lisa Distler, Brimfield
Grandparents:  Christopher & Michele Mues, Warren

Carole & the late Bruce Distler, Long Island, NY

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Expression of 

surprise
  4. Keyboard key
  7. One who works on 

lights
 12. Notable children’s 

story
 15. Fall back into a bad 

pattern
 16. Eye parts
 18. Atomic #18
 19. Of she
 20. Farm state
 21. One point south of 

southeast
 24. British media entity
 27. Asian garment
 30. Drench
 31. Expressions of 

pleasure
 33. Turf
 34. UK trade union 

(abbr.)

 35. Bleated
 37. Fifth note of a major 

scale
 39. Paddle 
 41. Monetary unit of Italy
 42. American classical 

pianist
 44. Shuts down for the 

day
 47. Seize
 48. Soluble ribonucleic 

acid
 49. Greeting
 50. Some cars still 

need it
 52. Atomic #22
 53. Let go
 56. Marched in public
 61. U.S. residents, 

Mexicans and 
Canadians

 63. Hostilities
 64. Speak aloud
 65. River in NE Scotland

CLUES DOWN
  1. Razorbill genus
  2. Longtime Baltimore 

tight end
  3. Performs on stage
  4. Supports a sentiment
  5. Rugged mountain ranges
  6. Broadway songwriter 

Sammy
  7. Snakelike fish
  8. Men’s fashion accessory
  9. Hospital worker
 10. Something to scratch
 11. No (Scottish)
 12. Volcanic ash
 13. Of this
 14. American jazz drummer 

Watts
 17. Drop down
 22. English dialect
 23. Predatory seabirds
 24. Imams’ deputies
 25. Fertility god
 26. Fence material

 28. Parks and DeLauro 
are two

 29. Distinctive smell (Brit.)
 32. Protein-rich liquids
 36. Touch lightly
 38. Season for Catholics
 40. Boat race
 43. Police actions
 44. Chinese river
 45. Waterfall (Scottish)
 46. Walk ostentatiously
 51. Type of carpet
 54. Mauna __, Hawaiian 

volcano
 55. Sea eagles
 56. An enclosure for 

confining livestock
 57. Dry
 58. An increase in price or 

value
 59. The highest point of 

something
 60. Government lawyers
 62. Larry and Curly’s pal

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

EARLY DEADLINESEARLY DEADLINES
FOR ADS & LEGAL NOTICES

Thanksgiving will bring early deadlines for all legal notices to run in 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS the week of November 24-28, 2025.

Thursday, Nov. 20 at 2 PM for November 27 issue
• Agawam Advertiser News • Country Journal
• The Register • Wilbraham-Hampden Times 

Friday, November 21 at 2 PM for November 27 Issue
• Sentinel • Quaboag Current

Monday, November 24 at 2 PM for November 27 Issue
• The Journal Register • Ware River News • Barre Gazette

Tuesday, November 25 at 2 PM for November 28 Issue
• Town Reminder • The Holyoke Sun • Chicopee Register

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  
Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE


