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The event was held by 
the St. Cecilia Catholic 
Women’s Club

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM — The commu-
nity came ready to shop to support a 
good cause during this year’s Rum-
mage Sale at St. Cecilia Church Par-

ish Center. 
The annual event, held by the 

St. Cecilia Catholic Women’s Club, 
took place from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Nov. 3 and 8:30 a.m. to noon on 
Nov. 4.

Throughout the day-and-a-half-
event, visitors browsed and pur-
chased various items, donated by 
parishioners at St. Cecilia Parish, 
at bargain prices from jewelry and 
housewares to gently used clothing 
and holiday decor and more.

Saturday’s sale was advertised as 

“Bag Day” where people could fill a 
bag for three dollars.

Ann Mango has been part of the 
St. Cecilia Catholic Women’s Club 
for over 50 years and serves as chair 
of the Rummage Sale, explaining 
the event has gone on for over 40 
years and typically takes place on 
the first Friday of November.

“It’s a wonderful sale because it 
helps so many people. It reaches out 
to so many people,” Mango said.

Meet Sierra, the 
newest member of 
the Hampden County 
Sheriff’s Office 

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

SPRINGFIELD — The smallest member of the 
Hampden County Sheriff’s Department is making a 
big impact.

Sierra, an English Labrador puppy, is training to 
become the office’s newest therapy dog. She’s al-
ready had an incredible effect on her handler, Robert 
Hoffman Jr., chief deputy sheriff of the Civil Process-
es Division, as well as his team. 

“She’s had a huge impact on our team and our 
mission in terms of the unconditional love she shows 
to all of us,” Hoffman Jr. said. “I see the stress and 

Photos courtesy of the Hampden County Sheriff’s Office
Robert Hoffman Jr., chief deputy sheriff of the Civil 
Processes Division, holds Sierra, the newest addition 
to his team. 

Photo courtesy of Sue Agnew
A group shot of members of the St. Cecilia Catholic Women’s Club during the Annual Rummage Sale at St. Cecilia 
Parish Center. The day and a half long event supports local charity. 

Great deals at annual Rummage Sale 
support a good cause 

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

HAMPDEN — On a beautiful Thurs-
day morning along the Scantic River, a 
team of volunteers transformed a dream 
into a reality, repairing the pavilion roof 
at VFW Post 9397 on Main Street.

Professionals from Vista Home Im-
provement, a West-Springfield-based 
business, donated their time, coordinating 
and completing the job at no cost. Home 
Depot of Wilbraham also donated over 
$15,000 of materials. 

Custom Gutters, also located in West 
Springfield, installed new gutters for free, 
and USA Hauling and Recycling contrib-
uted a dumpster, waiving as many fees as 
it could. 

All the while, a team of community 
volunteers helped haul away old pieces 
of the roof, using wheelbarrows to cross 
the bridge above the Scantic River again 
and again as they made their way to the 
dumpster.

“We were in real serious bad condition 
with our pavilion roof. It was much worse 
than we (thought). This is happening right 
when it needed to,” Post 9397 Quarter-
master Jered Sasen said. 

Renting out the pavilion is perhaps 
Post 9397’s primary means of raising 
money, as it hosts a variety of events 
during the year. Observing damage and 
leaks, Sasen originally posted on Face-

book during the summer, hoping to gather 
a team to make basic repairs. 

The response was well beyond what 
Sasen envisioned. He was overwhelmed 
by the support. 

“It really is the epitome of ‘it takes a 
village.’ Everyone came together to make 
sure that this was something we could 
do to continue to serve our community,” 
Sasen said. “For the past 75 years, this 
has been one of our key structures. Right 
across the river, a lot of people know 
one of the things that make this VFW so 
amazing is the fact that we’re right on the 
Scantic River. There’s nothing more tran-
quil, more beautiful, more peaceful than 
this establishment can be and has been for 
years for many people.”

Ron Szafir, assistant store manager at 

Volunteer effort repairs VFW Post 9397 pavilion roof

Turley photo by Dalton Zbierski
Ron Szafir, assistant store manager 
at the Wilbraham Home Depot, stands 
beside VFW Post 9397 Clerk Don Talbot 
on Nov. 1. 

Please see RUMMAGE SALE, page 9Please see SIERRA, page 8

Please see VFW, page 10
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HOLIDAY TURKEY

PASTURE-RAISED 

IN LUDLOW

Call 413-426-6636 

More Sizes, 

More Turkeys

———————
———

THANKSGIVING REVIEW

“Hi Paul, she was great! Lots of plump 

meat and just enough fat to help prevent 

her from drying out. We will be having 

leftovers for a very long time.”

— Beth from Belchertown

———————
—————

HAND FED, PASTURE RAISED 

On a Ludlow farm, turkeys run freely, 

hand fed on healthful grains and extra 

vegetables. Minimally processed, 

they have more meat, less water and 

extra taste found only in tradition. 

No antibiotics, animal by-products, 

hormones or additive are used.
Prices and sizes 

posted on the web site: 

LibertyFamilyFarms.com

F r i e n d s o f W i l b r a h a m S e n i o r s C a p i t a l F u n d r a i s i n g C a m p a i g n

For a list of Gift Opportunities, pick one up at senior center or email Friends01095@gmail.com - If you already contributed, we thank you!!!

LLEETT’’SS KKEEEEPP TTHHEE 
MMOOMMEENNTTUUMM GGOOIINNGG

Friends of  Wilbraham Seniors, Inc. • 40 Post Office Park #747 • Wilbraham, MA 01095 • Friends01095@gmail.com 
A 501(c) (3) Non-profit Charitable Corporation Since 1985 • Produced and Paid for by Friends of Wilbraham Seniors, Inc.

Embracing this important fundraising campaign will help create the
Legacy that YYoouu support our Seniors in Town ~ Donate Today!Gi
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� RMD - An ideal end-of-the-year tax time to donate 
� Gift Opportunities - Start at $250 with engraved patio bricks  
� Shared Gift Opportunities - With family, friends or businesses 
� Pledges - 2 and 3 year periods available

Weʼre pleased to report the Friends are very close to reaching our goal of $750,000 to provide fixtures, furnishings, 
equipment, along with new and expanded programs for the new Senior Center. With an expected Grand Opening in early

Spring 2024, if you are planning to donate and would like your engraved room plaques and bricks installed for the Grand
Opening, we must have your order by December 15! Donʼt be disappointed. DEADLINE TO ORDER IS DECEMBER 15.

Letʼs KEEP THE MOMENTUM GOING! (Note: donations after that date will be greatly accepted.)

Contact Matt Villamaino 896-2206 • Steve Cooper 530-3371 • Chuck Pelouze 596-5089

New appointments to Open 
Space and Recreation Com-
mittee and Cultural Council

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM – On Nov. 6, the Select 
Board approved the placement of pickleball 
courts at Memorial School.

Bill Scatolini, chairman of the Play-
ground & Recreation Commission, said the 
pickleball courts would be built in the back 
left corner of the school.

“So, we are interested to know if we have 
support from the Select Board to put those 
courts out to bid and get going on building 
those courts,” Scatolini said.

Sue Bunnell explained how the discus-
sion in executive session presented several 
factors at play, including the constrained 
parking at Spec Pond.

“While I don’t feel like we’re in a posi-
tion to be clear about our full-intended use 

for Memorial School over the long haul, I 
do think that at least speaking for myself, it 
makes sense to put those courts at Memorial 
and get it done,” Bunnell said.

Michael Squindo agreed with Bunnell’s 
points.

“I think based on the information that 
was shared, it’s the right option,” Squindo 
said.

Chairman Theresa Goodrich said she 
doesn’t “really see any reason why we 
shouldn’t go to Memorial School.”

“All the work that you’ve done, the pre-
liminary stuff, the noise test studies that you 
guys did, which I really truly appreciate, 
were really well done and made it kind of 
clear on things,” Goodrich said. “So, it has 
my support, and I see that building as a great 
asset to our town.”

John Hegarty, who spoke on behalf of 
the many supporters in attendance for the 
pickleball courts, explained how $300,000 
was approved at the May 15, 2023, Town 
Meeting, “so that money is already there.”

“A year and a half ago, we approved 
$300,000 in 2021, and that didn’t go any-

where, so I just want to thank everybody for 
all the hard work that they’ve put in, thank 
all the people here today supporting pick-
leball and, yeah, let’s get it going,” Hegarty 
said.

The move to support the placement of 
pickleball courts as funded by the Commu-
nity Preservation money approved at pre-
vious town meetings at Memorial School 
passed 3-0.

Next, two town committees received new 
appointments.

First, William Shepard interviewed to 
join the Open Space and Recreation Com-
mittee.

Shepard retired a few years ago and spent 
five years on the committee, later departing 
for a year after the arrival of two grandchil-
dren, explaining he was looking to return.

“They do good work, and I really enjoy 
the trail maintenance and the concept of 
open space. I like participating on a commit-
tee where there’s a wide diversity of opin-

ion, but people really work well together,” 
Shepard said.

Shepard was appointed 3-0 for a term 
beginning Nov. 6, 2023, and ending on June 
30, 2024.

For the Cultural Council, Anna Gregory 
and John Slavick were presented as candi-
dates.

Gregory, originally from Utah, moved to 
Wilbraham over a year ago and previously 
worked with an arts center.

“I really loved it, so I wanted to continue 
doing that here,” Gregory said.

Slavick, the husband of Co-Secretary 
Julie Slavick, likes the idea of the Cultural 
Council.

“I’ve made my living as a musician be-
fore and I’m still in the music business and 
piano business, so I think I can contribute a 
lot to that,” Slavick said.

Gregory and Slavick were appointed 3-0 
for a term beginning Nov. 6, 2023 and end-
ing on June 30, 2026.

(L to R) Bryan Lutz, director of Parks & Recreation in Wilbraham, Select Board Clerk 
Michael Squindo, Select Board Chairman Theresa Goodrich, Bill Scatolini, chairman 
of the Playground & Recreation Commission, and Select Board Vice Chairman Sue 
Bunnell discuss the placement of pickleball courts at Memorial School during the Nov. 
6 Select Board meeting. 

Select Board approves pickleball courts for Memorial School project
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Featuring door prizes, refreshments, & 
special visits from your favorite brands, 

including e.newton, Spartina, T. Jazelle, 
Beekman 1802, Scout, Thymes, Magnetic Me, 

John Medeiros Jewelry, & more!

Open HouseHoliday
PLEASE

JOIN US FOR OUR

AT 
THE SCENTED GARDEN 

GIFT SHOPPE

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM 
FOR MORE INFO & UPDATES!

Take 25% OFF one full price, in-store item.
Only valid with coupon during Open House weekend. 

Some exclusions may apply. Kindly one coupon per person.

THURS 11/16 10-6 
FRI 11/17 10-5 
SAT 11/18 10-4 
SUN 11/19 12-4

LOCATED IN THE 
WILBRAHAM SHOPS 

2341 BOSTON RD
413-599-1717

When & 
Where

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT

WE COOK EVERYTHING 
BUT THE TURKEY!

Specials 
November 8th – 14th  

Locally Grown Mac or Cortland 
Apples… 5lb Tote Bags $5.99
Locally Grown Yukon Gold
Potatoes… 5lb Bag $3.99
Locally Grown Butternut &
Acorn Squash … 89¢ lb
Mass Grown Cranberries
12oz Bags … 2 for $5.00
Boar’s Head 
Genoa or Hard Salami…… $10.99 lb
Boar’s Head 
Slicing Mozzarella Cheese… $6.99 lb

Ready to Heat & Serve
FROM RANDALL’S KITCHEN

Butternut Cider Bisque Soup,
Roasted Butternut Squash,

Turkey Gravy, Cranberry Orange Relish,
Sausage & Apple Stuffing,

Creamy Mashed Potatoes,
Mashed Turnips & Carrots,
Sunset Stuffed Mushrooms

Greenhouse Specials

Randall’s 
Fresh Baked Pies
Order Early for Best Availability

Apple, Pumpkin, Blueberry, 
Fruits of the Forest, 
Maple Rum Pecan, 

& MORE!

Last Day to 
Order Your Favorite

Fresh Baked Pies, 
Thanksgiving Side Dishes 

& Catering
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17TH

Blooming
Cyclamen
Red, White & Pink

COOL WEATHER LOVING
4-inch Pots $6.99
6-inch Pots $12.99

Holiday Cactus
LONG LASTING 

HEIRLOOM VARIETIES
Pink, White, Magenta

4-inch Pots $9.99

       

Also, new updates on the 
Minnechaug Regional 
High School Booster Club

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM — The School 
Committee received a bus transpor-
tation update on Nov. 2 via a memo 
from the Lower Pioneer Valley Edu-
cational Collaborative.

The memo, submitted by Execu-
tive Director Alvin Morton, was read 
by Aaron Osborne, assistant superin-
tendent for finance, operations and 
human resources, to the committee.

In the memo, LPVEC said they 
are working on improving bus arriv-
al and dismissal times for picking up 
and dropping off students from re-
spective school districts.

“Some reasons for the delays in 
the transportation service are not 
having fully complemented drivers 
even with our continued robust ef-
forts in advertisement and recruit-
ment, coupled with the fact that 
we have recently had a significant 
amount of drivers out sick,” Osborne 
read.

For the improvements, the memo 
said LPVEC is monitoring bus arriv-
al and dismissal times daily, offering 
current employees a $200 bonus for 
each individual they recommend for 
a position that gets hired and stays at 
least one year and having the assis-
tant transportation manag-
ers and supervisors drive 
the buses.

Regarding Wilbra-
ham-Hampden specifical-
ly, the memo said the defi-
cit “is primarily due to the 
pandemic,” and Hamp-
den-Wilbraham-Ludlow 
Garage “has received five 
new drivers so far this 
year.”

Of nine drivers cur-
rently in training, five of 
them will go to Wilbra-
ham-Hampden-Ludlow 
Garage upon completion.

“Once again, the Low-

er Pioneer Valley Educational Col-
laborative apologizes for any incon-
venience that these transportation 
delays are causing your member 
districts. However, please know that 
we as an organization are constantly 
strategizing and working to remedy 
these issues and are very hopeful 
that the transportation services will 
be better in the near future,” Osborne 
read.

Vice Chair Sean Kennedy noted 
one reason for being limited was due 
to a nonprofit structure and binding 
Union contract.

“Are unions against paying driv-
ers more? Is that what they’re trying 
to say here? That they’re not able to 
pay drivers more because of union 
contracts?” Kennedy said.

Superintendent Dr. John Provost 
said he knows “some agencies are 
not within the structure of a collabo-
rative” where drivers are guaranteed 
a certain number of pay for a certain 
number of hours.

“I think that the collaborative 
feels that that might not be permis-
sible under their fiscal oversight,” 
Provost said.

Kennedy then asked if the com-
mittee could invite Morton to speak 
with them.

“It’s a nice letter, but I don’t 
think it answers any of the questions 
that we really asked, and we still 
have this problem. We have no time 
frame, we have no end in sight and 
we have parents that are really frus-
trated about this because they have 
jobs and they have to coordinate 

this,” Kennedy said.
Provost said he invited anyone 

from LPVEC to attend that evening’s 
meeting, but “would certainly extend 
the offer to continue the conversation 
at the next meeting.”

He also agreed to extend the invi-
tation to the union head.

Another meeting highlight was 
updates about the Minnechaug Re-
gional High School Booster Club, 
which Provost shared on behalf of 
Athletics Director Steven Burndrett.

Provost said former Booster Club 
President Ron DeCurzio has “gra-
ciously assisted” in the transition 
and leadership of the club will go 
to Peter Dufresne, adding when the 
transfer of leadership is complete, a 
public forum to appoint new board 
members will take place on either 
Nov. 8 or Nov. 9.

“Once again, Minnechaug Ath-
letics would like to thank Mr. De-
Curzio and Mr. Flynn for their tire-
less work and commitment for the 
betterment of the athletics program,” 
Provost said.

Chair Michal Boudreau asked 
Provost how people would be noti-
fied of the meeting.

“Will it be posted somewhere? 
Will there be a message sent out to 
the district?” Boudreau asked.

Provost was unsure but said he 
would follow up with Burndrett for 
more information.

School Committee receives update 
on bus transportation concerns
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Cut Up – No Xtra Charge

43 Somers Road, hampden, MA  413.566.8717  Mon-Sat 8am-6pm NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR 
TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. 
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT 
TO LIMIT QUANTITIES.villagefoodhampden.com  armatasmarket.com Prices Valid 11/9-11/15/23

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

VILLAGE FOOD MART
ARMATA’S MARKET

Fresh PRODUCE

European

CUCUMBERS

Blue Water Freshly Grown
in Massachusetts 12 OZ.

CRANBERRIES

Native from Hatfield, MA

BUTTERNUT
SQUASH

Native from Hatfield, MA 5 Lb. Bag 

WHITE
POTATOES

Honeycrisp

APPLES
Sweet

POTATOES

88   ¢
lb.

2FOR
$3

$199
EA.

$249
lb. 99   ¢

lb.

2FOR
$5

Armata’s Own 
Made From Scratch 9” 

PUMPKIN or 
APPLE PIE

Armata’s Own Made From Scratch 9” 

DOUBLE CHOCOLATE 
CREAM PIE$1699

EA.

Armata’s Own 
Made From Scratch 9” 

PECAN PIE $1999
EA.

$1799
EA.

Armata’s Own Made From Scratch 8” 

DOUBLE LAYER 
CARROT CAKE $1899

EA.

Our Own Homemade PIES CALL OR ORDER ONLINE AT 
ARMATASMARKET.COM

Boar’s Head

LONDON
BROIL

$899
lb.

Finlandia Imported

SWISS
CHEESE $699

lb.

Cooper Sharp

AMERICAN 
CHEESE $599

lb.

Best Yet Frozen 31-40 Ct. 
1 Lb. Bag

RAW SHRIMP
Kayem Boneless

PIT HAM $379
LB.

Sugardale Bone In

SHANK PORTION
HAM

Best Yet Frozen 16/20 Ct. 1 Lb. Bag

COOKED SHRIMP $999
EA.

$179
LB.

HOLIDAY Favorites

Catering • Deli • In-Store Bakery • Fresh Produce • Meat & Dairy WE NOW CARRY BEER AND WINE

USDA Gov’t Insp.
Whole Peeled Beef

tenderloin

$999
LB.

Custom Cut  for FREE

Store Made Fresh DAILY 
85% Lean

GROUND BEEF
$549

lb.

Murray’s Family Farm Raised 10-30 lbs.
Antibiotic & Hormone FREE

TURKEYS 
$369

LB.

$499
EA.

Fresh Skinless Shankless

HAM $379
LB.

Simply 24 oz.

SIDE DISHES $349
EA.

USDA CHOICE Certified Angus Beef

stew meat

$599
LB.

USDA Gov’t Insp. Fresh Grade A
Boneless & Skinless

chicken 
breast
USDA Gov’t Insp. Fresh Bone In
Center Cut

pork
chops

$339
LB.

Fresh Wild Caught Canadian

salmon
fillets $1169

LB.

Store Made DAILY

fresh ground 
pork $349

LB.

Native from Hatfield, MA

BUTTERNUT 
SQUASH 88   ¢

lb.

Thanksgiving Pre-Fix Meal
(Serves 6-8)

GROCERY Bargains

bakery  Treats DAIRY  Specials

DELI  Deals

99   ¢
lb.

$449
EA

$299
LB.

$149
EA

Native from Warren, MA

APPLES
5 lb. Tote

Sweet

POTATOES

Massachusetts Grown
Blue Water 12 oz. bag

CRANBERRIES
Red Seedless

GRAPES
2 lb. bag

ONIONS

Polar 1 Liter

SELTZERS

Pillsbury 14.5 oz.

PIE CRUST
Hood 16 oz.

SOUR
CREAM

$199
EA

USDA Gov’t Insp. Whole Peeled Beef 

BEEF TENDERLOIN
CUSTOM CUT FOR FREE!

$888
LB.

one day sale!    TUESDAY
NOV.15th  only

Green Giant 14.5 oz. Cans

Vegetables
Corn, Sweet Peas
or Cut Green Beans

2FOR
$7

Pepperidge Farm 12 oz. box

STUFFING
88   ¢

ea.

2FOR
$7

OR Lifegoods 4 lbs.

SUGAR

Gold Medal 5 lbs. 

FLOUR

College Inn 14.5 Oz.

chicken 
broth 88   ¢

ea.

One Pie 15 oz.

Pumpkin
Pie Filling

Store Made Port Wine
or Horseradish

cheese
balls $599

lb.

$144
LB.

Land O Lakes 16 oz. Salted

BUTTER
QUARTERS

Turkey Hill 48 oz.

ICE CREAM

Store Baked 8 pk.

SNOWFLAKE or 
Mini 
TWISTS $299

EA

INCLUDES
Whole Cooked Turkey (12-14 lbs.)

  Bread Stuffing, Turkey Gravy (Quart)

Mashed Potatoes, Cranberry Chutney (Pint)

Roasted Butternut Squash, Dinner Rolls (8 pk) 

and Armata’s Own 9” Apple or Pumpkin Pie
NO SUBSTITUTIONS ALLOWED

PLEASE CALL 413-566-8717, STOP BY THE DELI, 
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO ORDER!

ORDERS MUST BE PLACED BY SAT. NOV. 18TH

PICK UP ON WED. NOV. 22ND from 10AM-5PM

$17999ORDER BY 11/18 - PICK UP 11/22

FRESH TURKEYS
ORDER EARLY - SIZING WILL BE LIMITED 

Call or go online at  
armatasmarket.com  to order yours !

Waybest 10-20 lbs.
Fresh All-Natural 

TURKEYS 
$188

LB.

Leonard’s 12 oz. 

ITALIAN
COOKIES $499

EA

Armata's Own 4 pk. 
Maple Donuts or

APPLE 
FRITTERS

$249
EA

Store Baked

FRENCH 
BREAD$299

EA

Grab N Go

Olive
Bar $849

lb.

Beligioso 8 oz. Italian

Cheese 
Wedges $499

EA

Smithfield

virginia
ham $599

lb.

Land O Lakes Sharp Cheddar

American
cheese $599

lb.

Boar’s Head

American
cheese

2FOR
$3 $199

EA

2FOR
$7

2FOR
$7$388

EA

$188
EA

$599
lb.

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

HAMPDEN -- Hampden can now work towards cre-
ating its first master plan since 1982 after a favorable 
vote was cast at the Special Town Meeting.

On Oct. 30, a majority of voters supported the appro-
priation of $57,000 to supplement $75,000 of state grant 
money to update the master plan, as part of Article 12.  

Now that the item has been approved, Vanasse Han-
gen Brustlin is the firm that will assist Hampden in creat-
ing its new master plan. The firm’s fee is $132,500. 

“I will be taking the lead for the Planning Board on 
updating the master plan,” Planning Board member Pat-
rick Coyne said. “The idea behind the updated master 
plan is that it will help set priorities for long-term physi-
cal development in the town over a period of decades or 
perhaps generations.” 

Coyne noted that state law requires towns with plan-
ning boards to develop master plans to document devel-
opment priorities for the next five to 10 years. 

“Of course, that has not happened here in Hampden,” 
he said. 

Coyne said the mission statement of the town’s Plan-
ning Board says the board is authorized to develop the 
town’s master plan for growth and make recommenda-
tions to make sure development is consistent with the 
plan. 

“As a planning board, we’ve been unable to execute 
that objective because we’ve been working with a set of 
1982 views of Hampden, the only available plan,” he 
said. “I think one of the assumptions in that plan was 
that, at this point, Hampden would have over 7,000 resi-
dents. I think we have less than 5,000. Clearly, as a plan-
ning board, we need a document we can work with.”

In May, at the Annual Town Meeting, residents voted 
down a nearly identical request. For that reason, the Ad-

visory Committee recommended negative action on the 
article, as was explained by Advisory Committee Mem-
ber Kathy Pessolano. 

“Now, we are seeing a repeat, for albeit a few thou-
sand dollars less. I believe the original (request) in the 
May town meeting was $75,000; now they’re asking for 
$57,000, but the advisory board feels that the voters have 
already heard it, voted on it, and voted no,” she said. 

Coyne said that in conversations with Town Admin-
istrator Bob Markel he learned that the state inquires if a 
project is consistent with a town’s master plan when de-
ciding to distribute grant funding. He said the 1982 docu-
ment puts the town in a bad position and a new document 
could serve to pay for itself as a “difference maker.” 

Coyne pointed out that Longmeadow updated its mas-
ter plan this year and East Longmeadow did so in 2021. 

Town Treasurer Richard Patullo spoke against grant-
ing the funding on Oct. 30. He noted that Wilbraham’s 
master plan dates to 1963 and that in his 25 years on the 
Zoning Board of Appeals, no one has ever asked him 
what the master plan says. 

“We voted it down six months ago, and I hope we do 
the same thing now, so people don’t bring back the same 
stuff over and over again,” Patullo said. “I’ve heard the 
statement that we don’t qualify for grants if we don’t 
have a master plan. Show me the facts. I don’t believe 
that because (Markel) has been doing a heck of a job 
bringing in grant money without a master plan.” 

Planning Board member Heather Beattie said it isn’t 
just about being given a grant. 

“This is about competing with other towns for grants. 
We’re a small town. We tend to get a little overlooked 
once in a while and with a 41-year-old master plan, it 
looks like we don’t care. It looks like we’re complacent, 
like we’re not looking towards the future,” she said. 

Beattie asked the audience members if they were 
concerned about their property values and said the mas-
ter plan could have a direct impact.  

Informing the audience that he was recently elected 
as an associate member of the Planning Board, Joe Sibil-
ia addressed those who opposed the article. 

“Although some of our detractors in the audience 
would suggest we don’t need a plan, they are people who 
make their business doing plans,” he said. “No one in 
this room would build a house without a plan. No one 
would survey any property and buy it without a plan. 
There are very few things we would do without a plan.” 

Audience member Connie Witt asked if the money 
might be better spent on updating zoning bylaws, which 
are also outdated. 

“The thing is, we don’t do what’s in the master plan. 
You have to do what’s in the zoning bylaws,” she said. 

Beattie responded, noting that the new master plan 
will be the first step in deciding how the town proposes 
to its residents how to change the zoning bylaws. 

“You don’t just pull out of thin air an idea to change 
the zoning bylaws. It has to get careful consideration and 
thought and a look to the future for what you want,” Be-
attie said. 

Ultimately, it may have been Board of Selectmen 
Chair John Flynn who swayed the vote. As one of the 
last speakers, he vocally supported creating a new mas-
ter plan, believing that the decision does right by the 
Planning Board members. 

“We’ve got volunteers here just like we have volun-
teers for the fire department, and we had no compunction 
about getting them the tools they need to do their job. A 
new master plan is part of the tools the Planning Board, 
unpaid volunteers, need to do their job; to do it right for 
us in town,” Flynn said. “They’re not asking for a lot 
of money. (Markel) has gone out and gotten a grant for 
more than half the amount. Give them what they need to 
do their unpaid job to help and direct all of us.”

Hampden to create first master plan since 1982

Wilbraham Community 
Chorus to present winter 
concerts Dec. 3, 9

WILBRAHAM -- The Wilbraham Community Cho-
rus will present its annual winter concerts on Sunday, 
Dec. 3 at St. Cecilia’s Church, Wilbraham at 3 p.m. and 
Saturday, Dec. 9 at First Church of Christ, Longmeadow 
at 2 p.m. 

The 70-voice Chorus is accompanied by both Marcia 
Jackson and Todd Rovelli and conducted by Raymond 
Drury. Drury has selected an intriguing and varied pro-
gram consisting of choral masterpieces from yesterday 
and today, folk songs, pop tunes, broadway classics and 
seasonal numbers from composers such as Vivaldi, For-
rest, Gjeilo, Bernon, Blake, Berlin and others.

Of particular interest will be performances by Jack-
son and Rovelli of 4 - hand piano music, and a small 
chamber choir selected from the larger group. The con-
certs are open to the public and admission is free. A free-
will offering will be taken. Both concerts are partially 
supported by The Longmeadow and Wilbraham Arts 
Councils.



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESNovember 9, 2023 Page 5

spotlight
HOMETOWN

WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

The KEY to your ADVERTISING 
SUCCESS is REPETITION!
Keep your business “Top of Mind” 
by  running on this Spotlight Page 

twice each month. 
Pay for a 2x2 and get the bonus 

quarter page ad FREE! 
Call Jocelyn at 413-575-4197 or 

email: jwalker@turley.com 
to claim this ad spot.

413-244-1943
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

Affordable Waste SolutionsAffordable Waste Solutions
Your Hometown Provider for 

Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

2440 Boston Rd. (Alpha Oil Plaza) Wilbraham

543-1738

Appointments or Walk-ins Welcome
Hours: Tues.-Fri. 8am-6pm • Sat. 8am-2pm • Closed Sun. & Mon.

Now In Our 
New Location!

Appointments & Walk-ins Are Welcome
Men, Women & ChildrenMen, Women & Children

POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades
New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 • www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,  
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and 

everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR
GREAT SERVICE

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm

Sun. closed

2 Convenient 
Locations

413-736-5476  •  parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

Ask about 
special pricing 

for first 
responders

15% OFF 
DRY CLEANING 

when you 
pre-pay!

MASSAGE THERAPIST
Lisa Bernardini, LMT

Healing Hands
Now Accepting New Clients

2703 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
(413) 222-2147

lisabernardini.amtamembers.com

30 Minute 
Express
Massage
 $50.00

Massage... 
Good for Your Body & Mind!

As a Breast Cancer survivor, 
massage can improve overall health and well-being. 

Massage also treats a wide range of health conditions 
including acute and chronic pain, anxiety, and depression. 

  Massage is not a luxury. It is a way of life.

Looking forward to helping you feel better.

MASSAGE THERAPIST
Lisa Bernardini, LMT
2703 Boston Road
Wilbraham, MA 01095

(413) 222-2147
Now Accepting New Clients
lisabernardini.amtamembers.com Healing Hands

The tax rate was 
approved during last 
week’s Select Board 
meeting

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM -- During 
last week’s Select Board meet-
ing, a public hearing took place 
on establishing the property tax 
rate for fiscal year 2024.

After the hearing, raising the 
property tax rate was approved, 
with no action taken on options 
to shift the tax burden.

This week, a resident shared 
his thoughts and concerns about 
the raised property tax rate 
during open forum.

Presenting a copy of last 
week’s Times about the public 
hearing during his comments, 
Mark Bish apologized in ad-
vance to the board and explained 
he’s lived in Wilbraham since 
1976, raised his family in town 
“and has seen a lot of changes.”

Bish said how $30,000 was 

approved for crosswalk upgrades 
for the Wilbraham Golf Course 
at the 2021 Town Meeting, but 
he never saw that $30,000 for 
those upgrades.

Next, he mentioned the new 
senior center, which was ap-
proved at this year’s town meet-
ing in May, that he dubbed “the 
big dig.”

“The point is that Wilbraham 
is spending money that senior 
citizens are not going to be able 
to see. The senior center that you 
guys are building now is basi-
cally a nice convention center,” 
Bish said.

He then delved back into the 
tax rate, sharing this thoughts on 
provided services.

“The tax rate for Wilbraham 
that you guys have just raised, 
we get no services for. We are 
one of the top 10 highest rates in 
Massachusetts, in Western Mass. 
We get no services at all,” Bish 
said. “Yes, I understand we got 
a nice fire department, we got a 
nice police department. We’ve 
got a highway department that 
takes care of the roads. That’s 
with everybody.”

As examples for comparison, 

Bish cited the town of Long-
meadow, which also has a high 
property tax rate, explaining the 
services they provide their resi-
dents.

“They take your trash, you 
put your leaves at the center on 
the end of the road, they come 
out and collect the leaves all the 
time,” Bish said.

Additionally, Bish described 
Ludlow, where his daughter 
lives.

“Their tax rate is 7.25% or 
something like that. They col-
lect the trash also,” Bish said. 
“We have to pay $100 and take 
our own trash or we have to hire 
somebody to collect it here in 
Wilbraham. We have never got 
any kind of services except the 
basic necessities in the town of 
Wilbraham.”

Bish also explained how 
many residents in Wilbraham 
who don’t have life savings less 
than a million dollars live on 
pensions.

“The tax rate when we first 
moved here in 1976 was only 
$2,000 a year,” Bish said. “Se-
nior citizens cannot afford to live 
in the town of Wilbraham who 

have nothing to provide for.”
As he continued speaking, 

Bish expressed his anguish.
“I cannot afford to live in 

Wilbraham almost anymore. The 
tax rates are too high for me. I 
cannot go anywhere else,” Bish 
said.

Bish finished his thoughts by 
sharing that he’s disabled and 
lives on Social Security, which 
“doesn’t pay that much”; he 

doesn’t want to leave Wilbra-
ham, as the house he lives in was 
left to him by his parents.

“It’s too high. You have to 
consider the town of Wilbraham 
is forcing out the senior citizens 
that live here in the town of Wil-
braham. Period. That’s my only 
problem. Take that in consid-
eration to the town or citizens,” 
Bish said.

Resident shares thoughts on raised property tax rate during open forum

Enjoy an evening of Holiday 
Pops with the Old Post Road 
Orchestra! Featured will be tra-
ditional holiday favorites such 
as Sleigh Ride, themes from the 
Polar Express, and selections 
from the Trans-Siberian Orches-
tra, complete with rock band 
Dead Fiction, back by popular 
demand!!!

There are two opportunities 
to hear OPRO in concert .

Friday, Dec. 1, 7:30 p.m. at 
St. Cecilia’s Church, Main Street, 
in Wilbraham and SUNDAY, 

Dec. 3, 2 p.m. at Mary, Mother 
of Hope Church, Page Blvd, in 
Springfield. Concerts are always 
FREE and family-friendly! 

Support for these concerts 
is provided by Berkshire Facial 
Surgery, Inc., RMG Wealth Man-
agement Group, a grant from 
the Wilbraham Community As-
sociation, and a grant from the 
Springfield Cultural Council, a 
local agency, which is supported 
by the Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency. 

 

Enjoy Holiday Pops with Old Post 
Road Orchestra Dec. 1 and 3



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESPage 6 November 9, 2023

Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri-
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to dzbierski@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly 

correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor-
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito-
rial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu-
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hamp-
den TIMES is published ev-
ery Thursday by Turley Pub-
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho-
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos.

Editorial 
Policy

The Wilbraham-Hampden

TIMES

EDITOR
Dalton Zbierski

dzbierski@turley.com

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Jocelyn Walker
jwalker@turley.com
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Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

STAFF WRITER
Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times is 
published every Thursday by Turley 

Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., 
Palmer, Mass. 01069. Telephone (413) 

283-8393, Fax  (413) 289-1977.

@ Wilbraham-Hampden Times

WEB
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returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.
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TEAM
VIEWPOINTS

Ruby crowned kinglet

I received an email from a Brimfield res-
ident recently reporting the return of the 
dark-eyed juncos and the sighting of one ruby 
crowned kinglet.

The ruby crowned kinglet is a small bird 
of 4 ¼ inches. It is grayish green above with a 
white eye ring and two white wing bars. As the 
name implies, the male has a red patch on its 

head, which is usually concealed. The female 
lacks the red patch.

Kinglets feed on tips of branches by hover-
ing and gleaning from leaves. They flick wings 
and chatter as they move. They eat insects, spi-
ders and some fruit and seeds. They also drink 
tree sap. Kinglets summer in the coniferous 
woods of Canada and winter in the northeast 
and south in woods and brush edges. 

The female kinglet lays five to 11 creamy 
white colored eggs with brown marks in a nest 
of mosses, twigs and lichens lined with fur and 
other fine materials. 

In winter, kinglets are found in mixed 
flocks chickadees, titmice, woodpeckers, war-
blers and golden crowned kinglets. Their song 
is a series of descending high notes with three 
repeated phrases like “see see see you you you 
look-at-me look-at- me look-at-me.”

The Brimfield resident said he had a flock 
of ten turkeys that show up occasionally. They 
were 

in the yard recently and became nervous by 
one of the gray fox kits. The fox ignored the 
turkeys as it looked for something to eat under 
the sunflower/suet feeder.

Feeding the birds not bears
The Brimfield resident said he tries to put 

out feeders all year, taking them down each 
night. He said if a bear shows up during the 
daytime, then he takes the feeders down for a 

week or so.
I was putting out my suet cake feeder 

during the day and taking it down before dark. 
It worked for awhile, but a bear came during 
the day and not only took the suet feeder down, 
but walked away with it. I am not putting out 
suet and will wait for the bears to hibernate. I 
bought another suet feeder to replace the one 
grabbed by the bear.

I do put a small amount of seeds in a tray 
feeder and another small cup feeder, which I 
used for mealworms during the day. I noticed 
the birds clean the feeders out quickly especial-
ly since I have bluejays coming to the feeder.

Lots of wild turkeys
It seems almost everywhere I go I see wild 

turkeys often small flocks of Tom turkeys ei-
ther along the side of the road, in a field or on 
someone’s lawn. Several times I had to stop 
my car and wait for them to cross the road. 

Wren
I spotted a house wren in my yard recently. 

It had its tail cocked in the air as wrens typical-
ly do. I was foraging in the leaves.

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-967-
3505, leaving a message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Two ways to enjoy bulbs next spring

My spring bulbs are almost all in the ground.  
That is saying a lot, considering at work I 

plant over 2,000 of them! Daffodils, tulips and 
hyacinth will all welcome visitors to the museum 
in April and May.  

Bulb planting is a ritual that I have come to 
love. I think in part because the process assists 
Mother Nature in her efforts to usher in spring-
time and all of its glorious color!

Did you ever wonder why certain bulbs 
bloom in the spring? Once you understand the 
life cycle of specific bulbs you can succeed with 
bulbs outdoors as well as inside.  

Most spring flowering bulbs are native to ar-
eas of the world where the fall and winter is cool, 
and rainfall is abundant. Summers are typically 
hot and dry.  

During the summer bulbs lie dormant, but 
when temperatures drop and rain moistens the 
soil each fall, they are awakened and begin to 
grow new roots and mature their flower buds.  
Roughly three months later, as soil temperatures 
rise, bulbs send up foliage and flowers.  

When spring rains cease and the soil dries 
out, bulbs are cued into dormancy once again 
- their foliage yellows and disappears and the 
bulbs wait out the arrival of fall to start the cycle 
all over again.  

What this tells us is that we should plant our 
bulbs before the mercury dips too low. This will 
give them a chance to root.  

Soil temperatures of 50-55 degrees are ideal. 
If the fall is dry, providing supplemental water-
ing is also a good idea to encourage the rooting 
process…this year we don’t have to worry about 
that.  

What do roots do exactly?  You know that 
they provide food and water to the bulb, but in 
addition, they anchor it into the soil - very neces-
sary during the freeze/thaw cycles of winter and 
early spring.  

We also learned that there are two times when 
the bulb is in active growth - when it is rooting, 
and again in the spring when it sends up its leaves 
and flower stem. Feeding during these periods is 
most effective.  

I generally broadcast a small amount of or-
ganic, well-balanced granular fertilizer into the 
garden, turn over the soil and plant my bulbs, 
usually in clumps of at least five bulbs, two-three 
times their width apart and the same for depth.  
If you are careful about marking where you’ve 
planted them, a top dressing of fertilizer can be 
added in early spring. 

Likewise, you could also wait until you see 
the first stems poke through the ground and feed 
then.

I’m sure many gardeners never even thought 
about what flower bulbs did during the summer 
months.  Now that we understand that they are 
dormant, merely waiting, we can plant them ac-
cordingly, away from spots that pool water and 
that stay as dry as possible.  

Now that we understand a bulb’s life cycle, 
how can we use it to ensure some indoor cheer?

Bulbs need anywhere from 11-20 weeks of 
chilling and a few more thereafter to bloom. This 
guide can be used: Crocus require 15 weeks of 
cold; hyacinth 11-14 weeks, daffodils 15-17 
weeks and tulips14-20 weeks (depending upon 
season of bloom).  

Pick a date which you’d like the bulb to 
bloom and count backwards. Hypothetically if I 
want hyacinths to bloom in time for Valentine’s 
Day, planting them within the next week or two 
would be right on target.

Bulbs can be planted quite close to one an-
other in regular potting soil and your choice of 
pot.  Clay is not recommended because it will 
dry out readily.  

Water lightly to settle the soil, then place the 
container in a cold, dark location where temps 
fall between 38 and 45 degrees. One year I used 
an old refrigerator; another year the crawl space 
under our office.  

I even tried placing pots of bulbs under the 
bottom steps of my bulk head.  Each worked at 
maintaining low temps, but did have its own id-

iosyncrasies.  
Keep bulbs away from fruit in storage- espe-

cially apples, whereby ethylene gas could dis-
figure the bulbs, and also be on the lookout for 
rodents looking for lunch.  

Daffodils and hyacinth are usually unappe-
tizing.

Check bulbs often, especially as the chilling 
period draws to a close. You will know the bulbs 
are close to being ready to move to a new loca-
tion when sprouting occurs and roots are visible 
through the drainage holes; soon after, the top 
will start to grow as well.  

After the top has put on an inch of growth, 
move it to a cool, bright location, about 50-55 de-
grees. Stems will elongate and flower buds will 
form after a few weeks.  

When in flower, keep the plants cool to pre-
vent legginess - consider enjoying them in your 
living spaces during the day, but moving them to 
a cooler climate at night for increased longevity.  

It’s about now when the garden centers begin 
their mark-down of spring bulbs. Try your hand 
at forcing once and it will become your annual 
ritual!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture at the University 
of Massachusetts. For 31 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  
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Turley Publications is looking for  a “hands 
on” energetic candidate who loves telling stories 
to be the editor for two weekly publications. This 
position will include managing and coaching a 
small news staff that will provide the community 
with a great local newspaper.

The editor will need to cover local government 
and events while representing the newspaper at 
public venues.

The successful candidate will have strong com-
munity journalism skills and is also expected to 
gather news and write stories for the two papers 
as well as for other occasional companywide 
publications.

This is a job for a self-starter who has a vision 
for growing and connecting with our valued 
readers, and who thoroughly enjoys community 
journalism. 

This full-time position with flexible schedule is 
based in our Palmer office at 24 Water St., this is 
not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:
• Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience
• Willingness to mentor a staff writer and 
    correspondents
• Editing experience and ability to write 
   clean copy in a fast-paced, deadline-driven 
   environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style
• Management experience and/or experience 
   managing content for a print publication.

Please send resume and writing examples to:
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

EDITOR WANTED
Community Newspaper

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

HAMPDEN -- A total of 20 articles 
appeared on the warrant at the Hampden 
Special Town Meeting on Oct. 30; 17 
passed, no action was taken on two and 
one failed to receive enough votes. 

Few seats were open, as the auditori-
um at Thornton W. Burgess School was 
packed last Monday.

Article 1, funding for an architectur-
al design for the expansion of the senior 
center, passed. Article 2, funding for the 
fiber optic program, failed to gain enough 
votes, and Articles 3 and 4, pertaining 
to the town administrator position and 
search, both passed. 

A full recap of Articles 1-4 can be 
seen in the Nov. 2 edition of the Wilbra-
ham-Hampden Times.

Article 5 – Funding for
Academy Hall projects

Article 5 requested voters approve two 
community preservation projects at histor-
ic Academy Hall on Main Street. First, the 
majority of voters elected to appropriate 
$3,000 from the Community Preserva-
tion Fund for four-foot-high fencing to be 
installed behind the building, where two 
granite blocks create a fall hazard. 

“It is quite a drop. It is six feet, a lit-
tle bit more maybe, and it is a liability 
to the town. If someone should fall over 
that edge or think they can jump off and 
then break both legs or their head, then the 
town could be sued. Yes, we have insur-
ance. Our insurance would go up if we had 
this type of thing happening,” Historical 
Commission Chair Connie Witt said. 

Debbie Johnson said she has lived di-
rectly behind Academy Hall for 60 years 
and opposed the installation of the fenc-
ing. 

“I’ve looked at that stonewall for years, 
we’ve never had an issue with it,” she said. 
“Then you talk about putting a fence on 
the side of it. Well, the kids can climb the 
fence and jump off or just push it over and 
fall over. (The space) has been there for-
ever, and we’ve never had an issue there.”

The second part of Article 5 requested 
the town approve spending $7,238 from 
the Community Preservation Fund for the 
rehabilitation of the Academy Hall fire es-
cape. 

“In addition to rehabilitation, this in-
cludes an inspection and a certification 
because of the age of the fire escape that 
it meets the necessary criteria,” Advisory 
Committee Chair Doug Boyd said. “This 
project will not trigger ADA compliance 
because it’s the rehabilitation of an exist-
ing (piece of the building).”

Both parts of Article 5 passed by a ma-
jority vote. 

Article 6 – Additional funding for the 
Animal Control Account

The Board of Selectmen and the Ad-
visory Committee both recommended no 
action on Article 6, which requested the 
town raise or appropriate $1,000 for the 
Animal Control Account. Board Chair 
John Flynn explained. 

“Basically, because of a situation with 
a dog that the animal control officer had 
to take care of the budget line was over-
spent,” Flynn said. “However, we think 
it’s such a low amount that sometime 
during the rest of the year we’re going to 

be able to transfer funds and take care of 
the shortfall. Rather than impact the mon-
ey we need for other things, we’re taking 
no action.” 

Voters elected to take no action on the 
article. 

Article 7 – Property acquisition for 
Minnechaug Land Trust 

Voters approved Article 7, a proper-
ty acquisition for the Minnechaug Land 
Trust, a nonprofit that is dedicated to bal-
ancing the development and protection of 
open space areas in Hampden and Wilbra-
ham.

The $59,000 necessary to purchase the 
property at 0 Walnut St. had already been 
appropriated, but approval at a town meet-
ing was required. The previous owner was 
the late Antony Mazzarino.

Jennifer Bagge, vice president of the 
MLT, noted that the town voted to appro-
priate CPA funds at the spring town meet-
ing for the parcel. 

“It’s about 14 acres,” she said. “If this 
goes through, this town-owned land will 
have access to the Scantic River. It also 
abuts the VFW property. We plan to put in 
some hiking trails to access the river and 
also to meet up with current hiking trails 
that are on Minnechaug Mountain.”

The article required and received a 
two-thirds vote.

Article 8 – Conservation
restriction at 0 Walnut St.

After Article 7 passed, so too did Ar-
ticle 8, granting the MLT a conservation 
restriction at 0 Walnut St.  

“When town owns land and uses CPA 
funding to acquire the land, the state re-
quires that a separate nonprofit hold a con-
servation restriction, so the Minnechaug 
Land Trust does hold conservation restric-
tions on all the land that has been acquired 
over the past 
20 years. We 

maintain the trails, take care of any prob-
lems and ensure the conservation values 
are upheld,” MLT President Sherry Him-
melstein said. 

Article 9 – Funding for a Highway 
Department tractor

Article 9 passed, appropriating 
$108,127 of unappropriated available 
funds to the Highway Department for the 
purchase of a new tractor, 
which will replace a 1999 
Ford and side attachment 
that are no longer reliable. 

“The past couple of 
years, we have been expe-
riencing some issues with 
either our tractor or our side 
sickle bar attachment. Ei-
ther one works and the oth-
er one doesn’t or vice ver-
sa. It’s been a difficult past 
couple of years to keep up 
on our roadside mowing,” 
Highway Superintendent 
Mark Langone said. 

Langone also noted the 
importance of timing. If the 
article wasn’t approved un-
til the spring town meeting, 
the tractor wouldn’t arrive 
until next winter, and the 
town would be without it 
during the spring and sum-
mer. 

“If this motion was to 
pass tonight, and we can 
order the tractor tomorrow, 
while the tractor is about 
three to four months out, 
the attachment we’re look-
ing at is about six months 
out, so we wouldn’t see that 
tractor and attachment until 
around April or May, which 
is when we like to get start-

ed on our first round of roadside of mow-
ing,” Langone said. 

Article 10 – Additional funding for the 
fire department’s new brush truck

Article 10 passed, granting the fire de-
partment an additional $42,600 of unap-
propriated available funds to supplement 
the $10,952 that was approved during the 
spring town meeting. Alongside a FEMA 
grant worth $219,047, the fire department 
can now pay for the $272,600 truck, which 
will be custom built. 

Poulin explained why the fire depart-
ment had to ask for funding at consecutive 
town meetings. He said inflation caused 
the price of the truck to rise and that the 
fire department didn’t change its order. 

“So, we didn’t change anything. We 

17 articles pass at Hampden Special Town Meeting

Turley photos by Dalton Zbierski
Highway Superintendent Mark Langone speaks to residents during the Oct. 30 Special 
Town Meeting.

Please see MEETING, page 8

Fire Chief Ed Poulin reads statistics to the 
audience during the Oct. 30 Special Town 
Meeting. 

Town employees on the left sit next to the Selectmen on the right on Oct. 30 at 
Thornton W. Burgess School. 
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LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

are trying to purchase a truck that’s more 
than a brush truck. It’s something we can 
use all year round instead of seasonally,” 
Poulin said. “There will be lights on it 
so we can bring it to the scene and light 
it up better. It’s also going to have four-
wheel drive with a larger pump on it so 
if we need to get to a water supply in the 
wintertime or springtime where it’s mud-
dy, we can drive up closer to a pond or a 
river with it. It’s going to be a universal of 
a piece of equipment for us.”

Article 11 –
Funding for new defibrillators

Voters approved Article 11, a request 
for 11 new defibrillators for the police 
department, using $23,400 from unappro-
priated available funds. Each cruiser will 
receive one. 

“With the old defibs, there’s a $400 
trade-in,” Police Chief Scott Trombly said. 

Article 12 – Additional funding to cre-
ate new master plan

After much debate, Article 12 passed. 
See the article in this edition of the Wil-
braham-Hampden Times for more infor-
mation. 

Article 13 – Interim report from the 
Government Study Committee

Residents approved Article 13, grant-
ing the Government Study Committee 
time to present on its progress. Created 
at a town meeting, Hampden’s first gov-
ernment study committee is dedicated to 
examining government in Hampden to see 
if it is properly functioning. 

The group has recently interviewed 
each of the Selectmen, the town admin-
istrator, the town clerk/tax collector, the 
Board of Health coordinator, the town 
treasurer and the now-retired administra-
tive assistant among others to learn more 
about how government works in Hamp-
den. 

“Different areas have come up natu-
rally as we’ve talked to the people we’ve 
talked to. We’ve been discussing different 
ways we might be able to improve the way 
the town functions,” Committee Member 
Keith Pixley said. 

The committee will continue to talk 
with other department heads and town of-
ficials and will engage with outside com-
munities that have made governmental 
changes to evaluate how their transitions 
have gone. 

The committee is holding a community 
forum on Dec. 12 in the Town Hall at 6:30 
p.m. and residents are asked to attend. 

“Once we’ve talked to everyone we 
can and have gathered all of our informa-
tion, at that point, the committee’s going 
to author a report outlining our findings 
and recommendations. The report will be 
submitted for the Annual Town Meeting in 
May 2024,” Pixley said. 

The committee is exploring ideas such 
as a five-person Board of Selectmen and 
handheld voting at town meetings to curb 
the “herd voting mentality.” 

“It can be very hard to vote against 
something the person next to you is pro-
posing to do. If it’s anonymous voting, it’s 
quick and instantaneous,” Pixley said. 

 
Article 14 – Authorization of a pilot for 

ground mounted solar

Article 14 passed, authorizing the 
Board of Selectmen to negotiate and enter 
into a payment-in-lieu-of-tax agreement 
with the operator of the solar photovoltaic 
energy facility to be developed at the rear 
of Somers Road. 

“This has nothing to do with approving 
a solar project. It has to do with how we’re 
taxing it. You’re not voting to put any new 
solar in,” Treasurer Richard Patullo said. 

Article 15-18 – 
Hampden-Wilbraham Regional School 

District Capital Requests

Articles 15-18 all pertained to the 

Hampden-Wilbraham Regional School 
District and specifically Minnechaug Re-
gional High School. Former Selectwom-
an Mary Ellen Glover questioned why 
Hampden must help pay for the items at its 
town meeting when she noted the school 
district has a budget of approximately $32 
million.

Boyd explained that, for each item, 
Hampden is being asked to pay only ap-
proximately 20% of the cost, with Wil-
braham residents responsible for the other 
80% approximately. He also referred to 
what he feels doomed the old high school. 

“The new Minnechaug should not suf-
fer the fate of the old Minnechaug. The old 
Minnechaug was torn down prematurely 
because it hadn’t been maintained proper-
ly. We were all responsible for that,” Boyd 
said. 

He noted that he isn’t pointing fingers, 
as Hampden voters elected year after year 
to defer maintenance on the building. 

“There is an effort underway to avoid 
making that same mistake so with any 
luck we’ll be seeing similar articles to this 
at each town meeting as the high school 
has issues that come up. Rather than de-
ferring them, we’ll be bringing them to 
town meeting. If town meeting votes them 
down, it’s with the understanding there’s 
a cost and a consequence to that,” Boyd 
said. 

Article 15 passed, granting $24,917 
to the school district for capital improve-
ments to the boiler heat exchange of the 
HVAC system at Minnechaug. Aaron Os-
borne, assistant superintendent of finance, 
operations and human resources for the 
HWRSD, explained that there is a crack 
in the boiler. 

“The boiler sits on the second floor 
of Minnechaug so we will need to bring 
a crane in to replace that heat exchange. 
This heat exchange has a warranty that 
lasts 10 years, and Minnechaug is over 
10 years old, so the warranty is past. Heat 
exchanges typically last anywhere from 
10 to 30 years, and we have five boilers 
in Minnechaug. All the others are fine,” 
Osborne said.

Article 16 also passed, providing the 
school district with $5,980 to help fund 
capital improvements to the split units of 
the HVAC system at Minnechaug. 

“These are AC units,” Osborne said. 
“The split units are room by room units. 
The building as a whole is not filled with 
schoolwide air conditioning. We have stu-
dents with health needs… One by one we 
have installed mini-split units in a number 
of classrooms, and we’re going to need to 
continue that.” 

Article 17 passed as well, as the town 
appropriated $10,764 to help purchase 
classroom projectors and monitors for 
Minnechaug. As was recommended by 
the school district and the Advisory Com-
mittee, no action was taken on Article 18, 
which requested funding to update the 
Minnechaug camera system. 

Article 19 – Reducing the Tax Rate

Residents voted in favor of Article 19, 
reducing the tax rate for fiscal year 2024. 
Town Moderator Rick Green walked the 
audience through the process. 

“Before we proceed with the motion, 
the Advisory Committee along with the 
treasurer and the Board of Selectmen have 
been working on the structure for this. In 
order to vote to reduce the tax rate, the 
funds are going to come from two plac-
es. One is unappropriated available funds, 
commonly known as free cash. The sec-
ond is the town’s General Stabilization 
Account,” Green said. 

The Advisory Committee recommend-
ed using $545,708 from unappropriated 
funds and $344,290 from the General Sta-
bilization Fund to reduce the tax rate. Be-
fore the motion passed, it was announced 
the town had approximately $2.2 million 
in its stabilization account. 

Article 20 – Transfer to the General 
Stabilization Account

Article 20 passed, as residents trans-
ferred a sum of money from unappropriat-
ed available funds into the General Stabi-
lization Account. 

MEETING  from page 7

strain on the staff in terms of what we 
do, and she has infused an element 
of joy and pride that really is unlike 
anything I’ve ever witnessed.”

Hoffman Jr. said his office is re-
sponsible for serving civil processes, 
or court documents, to people during 
very difficult moments in their lives. 
Whether it be delivering divorce pa-
pers or eviction notices, Hoffman Jr. 
and his team are often tasked with 
being the bearers of bad news. 

“The mental health crisis that we 
read and hear about in the media we 
are on the front lines of,” he said. 

When Hoffman Jr. proposed the idea 
of bringing a therapy dog into his office, 
Hampden County Sheriff Nick Cocchi 
was highly receptive. Hoffman Jr. hopes 
that Sierra can make a difference by 
brightening the day of his staff and the 
individuals they encounter daily, wheth-
er it be those who ask for papers to be 
served or, eventually, those who are on 
the receiving end. 

Thus far, Sierra has had a positive in-
fluence on the Civil Processes Division. 
Hoffman Jr. described Sierra as a “rock 
star.” 

“The moment I walk in the door 
in the morning with her, she’s a game 
changer,” he said. “A month into it, we 
already recognize the value of her. We 
think it’s just going to continue to grow 
and grow.” 

Hoffman Jr. acknowledged he wasn’t 
a “dog guy” and never even had a dog 
before becoming Sierra’s caretaker, but 
the impression she’s left on him has been 
life-changing. 

While Sierra has interacted with and 
had a positive effect on individuals who 
hire the office to serve papers, she is not 
quite old enough to venture out into the 
community to impact those who are be-
ing served. 

Nina Valentino, the Emotional Sup-
port Division supervisor for the Hamp-
den County Sheriff’s Office, said Sierra 
is undergoing a training process that will 
take about a year to complete. She noted 
that the Hampden County Sheriff’s De-
partment has a total of six therapy dogs; 
Sierra would be the seventh.

Valentino said Sierra is getting into 
a routine. Valentino has worked with 
many handlers and agencies and has 
considered her time in Springfield to be 
a phenomenal experience. 

“Sierra is doing great. (Hoffman Jr.) 
is hitting and meeting all our expecta-
tions and he’s a natural at it. When he 
told me this was his first dog, I was so 
surprised because he just was so confi-
dent and comfortable and asked good 
questions and follows through so he’s a 
perfect fit for the program as far as what 
we look for in a handler,” Valentino said. 

Valentino said therapy dogs have 
to be trained in obedience, be well-so-
cialized and have good manners. It is 
important they feel comfortable in busy 
areas, as there is a lot of unpredictability 
when out in the community.

Valentino and her colleagues look 
at dozens of dogs to find the perfect fit. 
The dogs must be versatile, enjoy the job 
and be comfortable in difficult settings, 
as many times they’ll be working in the 
Hampden County Correctional Center. 

So far, Sierra has passed all her tests 
with flying colors. Hoffman Jr., who 
said the job has gotten more challeng-
ing during his 18 years with the office, 
is happy to have a new friend and team-
mate.

This year, the office is on pace to 
serve between 30,000 and 35,000 pa-
pers, which Hoffman Jr. described as sad 
but necessary. He said empathy is a criti-
cal component to doing the job well, and 
Sierra brings that to the table.

“She has this aura about her that is 
universally loved for the most part. In 
this short period of time, I’ve witnessed 
her impact and can only say that it’s go-
ing to continue to grow. I think the more 
I potentially get out there in the commu-
nity… I think it’s endless in terms of the 
impact she might have,” he said.

 Turley photo by Dalton Zbierski
(L to R) Robert Hoffman Jr., chief deputy sheriff of the Civil Processes Division, 
intern Antonella Mikolyuk, Sierra, Emotional Support Division supervisor Nina 
Valentino and Senior Public Information Officer Robert Rizzuto pose at the Hampden 
County Sheriff’s Office in Springfield.

SIERRA from page 1

Sierra is the newest member of the 
Hampden County Sheriff’s Office’s Civil 
Processes Division. 
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Open 6:00 a.m. Daily Year Round!
757 MAIN STREET, WILBRAHAM

EST. 1894

 ~ Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas & New Year’s Day ~

RICE FRUIT RICE FRUIT FARMFARM

10 Varieties! Pre-Order Your 
PIES, MUFFIN 

TOPS, BAGELS & 
CIDER DONUTS!

Call, Order On-Line
 or In-Store

413-596-4002
ricesfruitfarm.com

Thanksgiving Deadline:
Friday, Nov. 17th  

 Christmas Deadline: 
Wednesday, Dec. 20th

____   Apple 
____   Pumpkin
____   Blueberry
____   Peach 
____   Pecan
____   Cherry 
____   Dutch Apple
____   Strawberry Rhubarb
____   Fruit of the Forest 
____   Chocolate Cream 

QTY.      PIE FLAVOR

It’s Pie Season!

NAME:                                                         

PHONE:                                                        

PICKUP DATE/TIME:                                       

NEED EXTRA CA$H FOR THE HOLIDAYS?

WE BUYWE BUY  GoldGold

704 MEMORIAL DRIVE, CHICOPEE, MA • 413-377-1433
www.hannoushma.com

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

Present This Coupon for

 10% more 
on your unwanted gold.

Expires 12/31/23

 

HAND-FED, 

PASTURE-RAISED 

IN LUDLOW

ORDER NOW

413-426-6636

HOLIDAY 

TURKEY

Mango said proceeds from the event will go to char-
ity, with the club’s fundraisers supporting several local 
organizations throughout the year.

“This year, we’ve donated so far to the (Springfield) 
Rescue Mission, the Community Survival Center, Life-
Care, The Gray House,” Mango said. “We also do dona-
tions from what’s here plus the sale.”

Mango praised the volunteers for their dedication 
and wanting to give back and support the community.

“It’s just that these women really enjoy doing things 
for other people. They want to be helpful,” Mango said.

Pat Serra serves as the membership chair for the club 
and has overseen the jewelry department for nearly 11 
years, explaining people come from surrounding com-
munities just to check out the jewelry.

Serra said many people were standing outside wait-
ing for the doors to open at 9 a.m. Friday morning.

“A lot of them are regulars. They come every year. 
They head for different departments. Some people want 
to head for the clothing right away, some immediately 
come to jewelry,” Serra said.

The Rummage Sale, Serra said, is one of the club’s 
biggest fundraisers, and she works all through the sum-
mer packaging, pricing and organizing the donations.

For upcoming events, Serra said the Calendar Raf-
fle Fundraiser has already begun and the Card & Game 
Party Luncheon will be forthcoming.

“I love every minute of it. The gals will help. I can 
call on them to help with any of the packaging that 
needs to be done, and we have a good time doing it, so 
again it’s that camaraderie that comes with being part of 
a group,” Serra said.

Serra enjoys being part of the club and said more 
women have been joining each year, eager to help and 
support one another and the community.

“It’s just a great group 
of women. They all pitch 
in, they all want to work, 
whether it’s at a meeting 
and somebody’s working 
in the kitchen providing the 
coffee, the tea, the goodies 
for after we have our pro-
gram. They love to get to-
gether,” Serra said. “We’re 

an organization that’s still 
thriving, which is in this 
day and age you don’t hear 
too much about, so we’re 
really pleased about that.”

Serra wants the com-
munity to know the St. 
Cecilia Catholic Women’s 
Club is always looking for 
new members and to con-
sider joining.

“They don’t necessarily have to belong to the par-
ish. We’d be more than happy to accept any members 
from surrounding towns and from surrounding parish-
es,” Serra said.

To learn more about the St. Cecilia Catholic Wom-
en’s Club, contact Serra at 413-279-1945 or Serra8446@
hotmail.com or the parish office at 413-596-4232.

(L to R) Ann Mango, chair of the Rummage Sale, Pat 
Serra, membership chair for the St. Cecilia Catholic 
Women’s Club, Liz Geib and Mary Jerz smile for a group 
photo during the Annual Rummage Sale.

A collection of artistic items from plates to figurines on 
display for sale during the St. Cecilia Catholic Women’s 
Club’s Annual Rummage Sale at the St. Cecilia Parish 
Center. 

A hanging rack displays beautiful jewelry available for 
purchase during the St. Cecilia Catholic Women’s Club’s 
Annual Rummage Sale at the St. Cecilia Parish Center. 
Proceeds from the event will go to charity. 

RUMMAGE SALE from page 1

Volunteers and shoppers check out items for sale 
during the St. Cecilia Catholic Women’s Club’s Annual 
Rummage Sale at the St. Cecilia Parish Center. 

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
A shopper checks out the jewelry section during the St. 
Cecilia Catholic Women’s Club’s Annual Rummage Sale 
at the St. Cecilia Parish Center.
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

SALE DATES: 11/9/23-11/15/23

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH

BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN ..........$199

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK LOIN
END CHOPS ...............$129

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SMOKED 
HAM PORTION 
BUTT or SHANK ........$149

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

1/2 SPIRAL HAM ......$149
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

SMOKED BONELESS
BUDABELL 
WHOLE PIT HAM .......$349

ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

AMERICAN
LEG LAMB .................

$399
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE
TURKEY 20-24 LB ..........99¢

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
SKINLESS & BONELESS

CHICKEN 
BREAST 10 LB .............$139

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

TURKEY PARTS
THIGHS & DRUMSTICKS $199

lb

USDA INSP. SMOKED

10” PUMPKIN or 
SWEET POTATO PIE ..$499

ea

USDA INSP. FRESH
HEBREW NATIONAL

PIGS IN 
A BLANKET 18 OZ BOX ...$1699

lb

USDA INSP. IQF FRESH

RAW SHRIMP
21/25 CT 2 LB BAG ........$888

ea

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$477
lb

BEEF TOP ROUND 
ROAST

USDA INSP. 
SKINLESS & SHANKLESS

CUT 
FREE

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$888
lb

$599
lb

BEEF SIRLOIN 
SPOON ROAST

$244
lb

HATFIELD WHOLE 
SMOKED HAM

TENDERLOIN

the Wilbraham Home Depot, is the Team Depot captain. 
On Nov. 2, he represented Team Depot, a collection of 
Home Depot associates who gather together and donate 
time to projects such as repairing the pavilion roof. 

“It is a great collaboration, and it’s great to see it in 
the community,” Szafir said. “The Home Depot Founda-
tion has committed to donating a billion dollars to these 
veteran projects and causes. We are well on our way.” 

Szafir also described the pavilion’s position over-
looking the river as beautiful. He had a similar sentiment 
when describing the volunteer effort that occurred. 

“These businesses came out and volunteered their 
time, the Home Depot provided the materials. Obviously, 
we’re not professional roofers, and that is what this job 
required. These guys came out and what an incredible 
job they do. It’s just amazing the hard work they put in. 
Again, completely voluntary,” he said. 

Vista Home Improvement Owner Brian Rudd noted 
that his production manager, Rick Lajeunesse, who lives 
in Wilbraham, saw Sasen’s Facebook post, and the con-
nection was made. 

“They needed some help over here, and we decided 
we’d come in and help out, join with everyone else here 
and do what we do,” Rudd said. “I love it… This right 
here is great because it’s organic. It came right out of the 
community, and it doesn’t get any better than that.” 

Rudd also took time to explain how his business con-
tributed to the project that occurred last Thursday. 

“The pavilion roof here is in some rough shape so 
we did what’s called a two-layer rip. We had two layers 
of shingles that were taken off and we’re disposing of. 
Then, from there, we’re ripping all the wood that’s ex-
isting on there and replacing it with brand new plywood 
and then coming through with a new GAF roofing sys-
tem,” he said. 

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

HAMPDEN -- The Special 
Town Meeting had its highest atten-
dance in years on Oct. 30, but many 
audience members were often left 
asking the same question, “What?” 

That is because the portable 
sound system brought to Thornton 
W. Burgess School for the meeting 
underperformed. Joined by Adviso-
ry Committee Chair Doug Boyd and 
Town Administrator Bob Markel, 
the Selectmen spoke on the issue on 
Nov. 6 during their first meeting fol-
lowing the STM. 

“I would like to see the sound 
system (improved). It’s frustrat-
ing, frankly,” Boyd said. “That is 
something that we have to address 
because it becomes a distraction… 
I’m sure at minimum it’s an annoy-
ance to attendees and at worst it may 
actually deter some people from 
getting up and saying their piece on 
whatever the issue is.” 

While some residents who took 
to the center of the room to ask 
questions could be heard naturally 
without a microphone, others re-
lied on the microphones to get their 
point across. Too often last Monday 
the sound system failed to be effec-
tive. 

“It’s frustrating going back and 

watching the YouTube video. The 
sound quality is just so darn bad,” 
Select Board Chair John Flynn said. 
“I’ve been watching a lot of oth-
er towns on YouTube, and some of 
them, gosh the quality of their meet-
ings, even their town meetings they 
have, they’ve solved these things.” 

Flynn recalled the 2018 Special 
Town Meeting, which was held at 
Bethlehem Church on Allen Street 
after a sizable storm knocked out 
power at Thornton W. Burgess 
School. The church features a state-
of-the-art sound system. 

“How much does the church 
want to host again?” Flynn said. 
“We were spoiled by Bethlehem 
(Church). Certainly, the chairs were 
a lot nicer.”

Flynn proposed the idea of hir-
ing a firm to rewire the sound. He 
noted that was accomplished by 
Minnechaug Regional High School. 

“It’s a school building. If you 
look at what they did at Minnechaug, 
they hired the firm from South Had-
ley that handles the audio/visual in 
the auditorium,” he said. 

Selectman Craig Rivest recom-
mended upgrading the sounds sys-
tem so the town isn’t forced to use 
using the school’s “outdated stuff” 
or bring equipment from the Town 
Hall. 

“Here (Town Hall), it’s fairly ad-

equate. In that large room there, it’s 
not adequate,” Rivest said. “When 
we use their projectors and stuff, it 
looks like secondhand equipment, 
honestly. You look at the projec-
tor they lent us, and there’s cracks 
on the thing or scuff marks on the 
lenses. You couldn’t see stuff on 
the screen. So, it’s our building. Do 
we invest for the two times a year 
so town meeting has a good projec-
tion system and audio system in the 
building that will come in use over 
the years?”

Selectman Donald Davenport 
noted that the town needs to do 
a better job scattering the micro-
phones. 

Flynn also noted that there is an 
issue with the YouTube version of 
the STM. 

“For anyone watching the You-
Tube video, the YouTube cuts off 
in the middle of Article 12 just after 
two hours so Bob is going to work 
on seeing how he can join Part A and 
Part B together,” Flynn said. “Or I 
don’t even care if you put them on 
as two separate parts just to get it 
done because we missed the govern-
ment study, all the school stuff and 
half the stuff with the master plan.”

When asked how the issue was 
progressing, Markel said, “I spent 
some time with that this afternoon. 
The news is not good.” 

Hampden Selectmen speak on audio
issues that plagued Special Town Meeting

WILBRAHAM – December 
could be a lucky month for 31 win-
ners of the Wilbraham-Hampden 
Rotary Club’s Lottery Calendar 
fundraiser. The club is selling its 
popular winter version of the Cal-
endar Raffle throughout November 
for a chance to win a daily prize 
each day in December. See any club 
member for a chance to win gift 
cards or cash.

Raffle calendars are also on sale 
at the LUSO Federal Credit Union 
branch at 1 Crane Park in Wilbra-

ham. There will be a winner every 
day and after the daily drawing, 
your ticket goes back into the mix 
for another chance to win.

Samples of gift cards to be 
drawn include those to Rice’s Fruit 
Farm, Home Depot, Amazon and 
Staples, plus many more. There will 
be three cash winners of $100 each, 
according to the chairman of the 
fundraiser Tim Tracey of LUSO.

The fundraiser will benefit lo-
cal community projects and schol-
arships. Calendars will be on sale 

now through the end of November 
for $10 each and are available from 
any club member.

“There will be a winner ev-
ery day. That gives every entry 31 
chances to win and they make good 
Christmas presents,” commented 
Tracey. To purchase a calendar call 
Tracey at 413-279-3002 or email 
TTracey@LUSOFederal.com .

For more information about 
joining the Rotary Club, call 413-
537-4171.

Rotary Club to sell lucky raffle calendars

Following a significant volunteer effort, the VFW Post 
9397 pavilion has a new roof. Photo courtesy of Jered 
Sasen, VFW. 

Don Talbot, VFW Post 9397 clerk, hauls old pieces of the 
pavilion roof as Quartermaster Jered Sasen follows.

VFW from page 1

On Nov. 1, a team of volunteers gathered to repair the 
roof at VFW Post 9397. 
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE
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Hours: Monday-Thursday 8am-5pm

85 Post Office Park
Suite 8503

Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-3881

www.wilbrahamfamilydentistry.com

• Cosmetic dentistry, whitening, veneers, crowns & bridges
• Digital X-Rays & Photographs
• Same Day digital crowns using our CEREC machine
• Implant Restorations
• CareCredit -  A convenient monthly payment plan
• Most insurance plans acceptedOur family keeping your family smiling!

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

Readers are encouraged to send 
in medium to high resolution 

photos for this page by e-mail to 
dzbierski@turley.com or mail to 

TIMES, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Please note that if you send 
us a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 

background. Examples:
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain.

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Story Yoga with professional instructor, Lisa Katz. This was a four-week session made possible by donations 
to the Wilbraham Friends of the Library and everyone was very happy with it. Photo courtesy of Children’s Librarian 
Heidi Kane. 

This photo is of Nicole Landry, from Pathways for 
Parents, and the children from her group all dressed 

up for Halloween. She conducts an early education 
and intervention play group throughout the year at 
the library. Photo courtesy of Children’s Librarian Heidi Kane.

Teen Librarian Rachel 
Hapgood helped 
Children’s Librarian Heidi 
Kane give out books 
to the local preschool, 
Wilbraham Community 
Preschool, on Monday, 
Oct. 30. Erin Kiernan, 
co-founder and director, 
scheduled a little 
Halloween parade and rain 
was not going to cancel 
it. Photos courtesy of Children’s 
Librarian Heidi Kane. 

Members of the Falcons 12UA Boys Baseball team 
would like to say a quick thank you to their neighbors 
for helping them experience an unforgettable trip to 
Cooperstown. The boys have made some memories that 
will last a lifetime and it was all made possible from the 
support of our generous community. Photo courtesy of Dave 
Costello. 
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Hours: Monday-Thursday 8am-5pm

85 Post Office Park
Suite 8503

Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-3881

www.wilbrahamfamilydentistry.com

• Cosmetic dentistry, whitening, veneers, crowns & bridges
• Digital X-Rays & Photographs
• Same Day digital crowns using our CEREC machine
• Implant Restorations
• CareCredit -  A convenient monthly payment plan
• Most insurance plans acceptedOur family keeping your family smiling!

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

Community Bulletin Board

Send us in your announcements!
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, please keep it
to less than 50 words.  Please send to dzbierski@turley.com

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Congrats to 
Kelliher for being 
named Wilbraham 
Veteran of the Year

Congratulations to Bob Kelliher 
being chosen as the Wilbraham Vet-
eran of the Year! We are so proud of 
you and all you did for our country. 
Thank you for your service and wel-
come home, Bob, Dad, Grampy!

Your Family and Friends 
Thank you for all who served. Your 
sacrifices will never be forgotten. 
Welcome Home!

-The Kelliher Family

Happy 4th Birthday 

We love you 
to Infinity and 

Beyond 
Love,

Mom, Dad, 
James and 

Dillinger

On Wednesday, Oct. 4, the Wilbraham Public Library held a Teen 
Paint Sip Fun event. Teens in grades 6 - 12 painted “Blue Moon” 
with local artist Erin Boughamer. This event was sponsored by the 
Wilbraham Friends of the Library.

Five trees, three sugar 
maples and two flowering 
cherries were planted along 
the Tinkham Road entrance 
to Minnechaug Regional High 
School thanks to a grant from 
the Wilbraham Community 
Association awarded to 
the Wilbraham Women’s 
Club’s Commemorative Tree 
Program. Pictured left to 
right are:  Mark Graziano 
(owner of Graziano Gardens), 
Mike Messier (Director of 
Maintenance at Minnechaug), 
Jennifer Nowak (past 
president and financial 
chairman of the Wilbraham 
Community Association), 
Cheryl Wesolowski 
(Wilbraham Women’s 
Club’s Commemorative Tree 
Program chairman) and Dave 
Graziano (owner of Graziano 
Gardens). Photo courtesy of Sue 
Agnew. 

Rotary District
Governor visits club…
Rotary District Governor Christine Burns is 
welcomed by Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary 
Club President Don Flannery at the Oct. 25 
meeting at the Country Club of Wilbraham. 
Burns is advising the club on ways to recruit 
new members. For more information, call 
Brad Sperry, 413-537-4171. Photo courtesy 
of Charles F. Bennett.

The Saint Cecilia Women’s Club held its 
annual bake sale after Masses in the 

church rotunda. Profits are sent to various 
ProLife organizations in the area.  The sale 
has been held and chaired for 50 years by 

Gail Finnegan.  Pictured left to right are 
Gail’s family members: Kathleen Sandman 

(daughter), Mary Carlson (sister) and Susan 
Yelinek (daughter). Photo courtesy of Sue Agnew. 

Anita!
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HAND-FED, 

PASTURE-RAISED 

IN LUDLOW

ORDER NOW

413-426-6636

HOLIDAY 

TURKEY

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Photo courtesy of Tina Duran, Hampden Senior Center
(L to R) Loretta Forsyth, Carol Keeney, Lara Kline, 
Clarice Cecchi, Marilyn Munger, Joyce Bergeron, 
Martha Clark, Diane Santaniello, Sharon Kida and 
Linda Nichols (not shown). 

Quilter’s Group shares 
talent and time
Group meets in Hampden on Fridays 
between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. 

HAMPDEN -- Clarice Cecchi spoke on behalf of the 
Hampden Senior Center’s Quilter’s Group, which meets 
on Fridays between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. The group consists 
of women from Hampden, East Longmeadow, Spring-
field, Stafford Springs and Feeding Hills. Most of these 
ladies met at the senior center and became fast friends 
often enjoying lunch together in our dining room. They 
are a welcoming group and are more than willing to 
guide anyone new.

In addition to working on their own projects, these 
ladies have found ways to give back to the communi-
ty by sharing their talent and time. Each of them has 
various degrees of expertise in sewing and quilting and 
everyone has their niche, so if one person is good at one 
thing and another person might be good at something 
else, they often join efforts when working on specific 
projects. Some of the things this group has made this 
year include:

-45 Craft Turkeys that will be delivered with Thanks-
giving dinner to those who are homebound. The pattern 
for the turkeys was provided and perfected by Diane 
Santaniello. 

-25 Stockings for local Veterans to make their holi-
day a little more special 

-50 Festive Holiday Placemats
-40 quilted and sewn Microwaveable Fabric Bowls, 

to go in the Warming Hearts bags delivered in February, 
that Outreach Coordinator, Wendy Cowles organizes for 
people that are homebound.

We receive fabric donations that may seem like 
scraps to most people, but to our quilters, it may be 
just what their project needs. If you’re ever wondering 
where your donations end up, it could be part of some-
thing heartwarming and great. We are very proud of our 
members at the Hampden Senior Center and their contri-
butions to giving back to our community.

EARLYEARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE
In observance of THANKSGIVING

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • 413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

There will be an 
EARLY CLASSIFIEDS & ADVERTISING DEADLINE
Place your advertisement no later than

Thurs., Nov. 16 Noon
FOR PUBLICATION THE WEEK OF NOV. 20-24

Partners with One Tree 
Planted for its 20th 
anniversary celebration

WILBRAHAM -- Assisted Liv-
ing Locators’ Western Massachu-
setts franchise is embracing a green 
initiative to mark Assisted Living 
Locators’ 20th anniversary. Joining 
forces with the esteemed reforesta-
tion nonprofit One Tree Planted, the 
local franchise pledges that for each 
senior placed in a new home, a tree 
will be planted in their name.

In celebration of two decades of 
unparalleled service in senior care, 
the franchise is set to donate to One 
Tree Planted for each senior place-
ment. This donation comes with the 
added touch of a personalized cer-
tificate for the client or their family, 
honoring their contribution to the en-
vironment.

“Our mission has always been 
anchored in care and community. 
We’re immensely proud to amplify 
this commitment to our environ-
ment. Trees not only purify the air 
and provide a livelihood to billions, 
but they also might hold keys to 
medical breakthroughs. With each 
tree we plant, we’re nurturing hope 
for our environment and potentially 
unlocking solutions for diseases our 
seniors face,” Katie Krupka, Western 
Massachusetts franchise manager, 
said. 

One Tree Planted is a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit that is on a mission to 
make it simple for anyone to help the 
environment by planting trees. Their 
projects span the globe and are done 
in partnership with local communi-
ties and environmental organizations 
to create an impact for nature, peo-
ple, and wildlife. Reforestation helps 
to restore forests that have been de-
graded or deforested, provide jobs 

for social impact, and restore biodi-
versity habitat. Many projects have 
overlapping objectives that contrib-
ute to the UN’s Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals.

This collaborative effort by As-
sisted Living Locators and One Tree 
Planted promises a brighter, greener 
future, reflecting a commitment to 
care both at home and globally. Col-
lectively, this partnership will over-
see the planting of thousands of trees 
across the nation.

Assisted Living Locators, part 
of the Evive Brands family, offers a 
no-cost service for seniors and their 
families providing expert advice on 
top rated in-home care, independent 
retirement options, assisted living 
and memory care.

For more details or to become a 
part of this inspiring initiative, please 
visit: https://assisted-living-locators.
raisely.com/.

BUSINESS
Assisted Living Locators Western MA gives back

SPRINGFIELD -- Skoler, Ab-
bott & Presser, P.C., a leading labor 
and employment law firm serving 
employers in the greater Springfield 
area, has been named to Massachu-
setts Lawyers Weekly’s inaugu-
ral Empowering Women list.  The 
award recognizes Skoler Abbott for 
its strong commitment to hiring and 
promoting women, providing men-
toring and opportunities for profes-
sional advancement to women attor-
neys, and establishing programs and 
policies to help women attorneys 
thrive professionally.  

Two of Skoler Abbott’s female 
partners, Marylou Fabbo and Amelia 
Holstrom, are Wilbraham residents. 
Skoler Abbott was the only law firm 
in Western Massachusetts to receive 

this honor.
“Skoler Abbott is committed to 

providing female attorneys with the 
time, mentorship and support to pro-
mote their success within the firm, 
to become recognized leaders in the 
legal profession, and to build mean-
ingful relationships within the com-
munity,” said Attorney Erica Flores, 
a partner at the firm.  “Three of our 
five partners are female, all of whom 
were promoted from within.  Our fe-
male attorneys have been recognized 
with a variety of awards, including 
Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly’s 
Top Women of Law.  We are incred-
ibly proud of our women attorneys 
and staff, and we will continue to 
make the empowerment of women a 
high priority.”

Founded in 1964, Skoler Abbott 
is a boutique firm that exclusively 
practices labor and employment law 
and represents only the interests of 
management. The firm’s practice 
areas include all aspects of labor 
and employment law, including tra-
ditional labor law, contract negoti-
ations, union avoidance, and arbi-
trations; employment litigation in 
state and federal courts and before 
administrative agencies; employ-
ment counseling, policy review and 
training; compliance with state and 
federal employment statutes and a 
wide range of other areas of the law 
related to the workplace and the 
management of employees. 

Skoler Abbott receives Empowering Women award

People ages 18-24 reported 
losing more money to scams than 
older age groups, according to a 
new report published by the  Bet-
ter Business Bureau’s Institute for 
Marketplace Trust, the Internation-
al Association of Better Business 
Bureaus’ educational foundation. 
Targeting our youth: How scams 
are impacting ages 18-24 highlights 
scam types, tactics, and trends based 
on data submitted to  BBB Scam 
Tracker  between January 1, 2022, 
and June 24, 2023. 

Riskiest scams
Employment scams continue to 

be the riskiest scams for ages 18-
24, making up almost 30% of scams 
reported by this age group to  BBB 
Scam Tracker. This scam type had 
the highest median dollar loss of 

all scam types reported by this age 
group ($1,819).

Riskiest scams for
18-24-year-olds:

1.      Employment
2.      Online purchase
3.      Cryptocurrency
4.      Rental
5.      Investment
6.      Fake check/money order
7.      Phishing
8.      Romance
9.      Advance fee loan
10.      Credit repair/debt relief 

“It’s important that we spread aware-
ness about employment scams, espe-
cially to younger people,” said BBB 
Institute Executive Director Melissa 
Lanning Trumpower. “About 43 per-
cent of employment scams reported 
by this age group included a mention 

of fake check scams. Many reported 
being told to deposit checks into their 
accounts and then transfer funds to a 
vendor to pay for training or office 
equipment. By the time they real-
ized the check was bad, the money 
was gone. We must make sure young 
people understand it takes time for 
checks to clear and to be sure they’re 
good.”

About 19% of employment scams 
from this age group mentioned 
schemes involving inspecting or re-
shipping packages.

Online purchase scams made up 
29.1 percent of all reports submitted 
by 18-24-year-olds, with 81.4% re-
porting a monetary loss.

Contact method
Ages 18-24 were more likely to 

report being targeted by text message 
or internet messaging than other age 
groups. The contact methods with 
the highest likelihood of a monetary 
loss (susceptibility) included website 
and social media. The contact meth-
ods with the highest reported median 
dollar loss were phone call, text mes-
sage, and in person.

This group reported a higher per-
centage of scams targeting them on 
Instagram and X (Twitter) than other 
age groups.

Payment method
Ages 18-24 reported a higher 

percentage of scams via online pay-
ment system and bank account debit. 
The payment methods for this age 
group with the highest median dol-
lar loss were wire transfer ($2,150), 
check ($1,500), and cryptocurrency 
($1,200).

People ages 18-24 lose more money to scams than seniors
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SPORTS
By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

WILBRAHAM – Not 
very many goals in field 
hockey are scored on the 
breakaway.

But in the overtime pe-
riod of last Monday night’s 
Western Mass. Class A 
Championship game, Alay-
na Lucas got possession of 
the ball in the waning sec-
onds and took it a little more 
than two-third across the 
field and shot once inside 
the circle, finding the left 
side of the goal for a 3-2 win 
for the Falcons.

The Falcons were once 
again in a Western Mass. 

Championship game with 
Longmeadow, their long-
time rival. Longmeadow has 
own the Western Mass. title 
for many years in the sport, 
but Minnechaug was finally 
able to break through.

Coach Margaret Ken-
nedy was jumping up and 
down as Lucas shot sound-
ed in the goal, sending her 
team into a frenzy.

“My heart almost 
stopped,” Kennedy said as 
she went out to celebrate 
with the rest of her team.

Minnechaug has already 
had an excellent season, 
winning 13 games in the 
regular season against just 
two losses. They were the 

Lucas overtime breakaway goal seals title for Chaug

WILBRAHAM – All season 
long, Minnechaug girls soccer 
has been putting up lots of ze-
roes. The Falcons did that in 
the quarterfinals of the Western 
Mass. Division 2 tournament, 
defeating Westfield 1-0. They 
put up a second zero in the semi-
finals, but were not able to score 
themselves.

The Falcons would battle 
West Springfield to a 0-0 tie 
after two overtimes, and a 3-2 
advantage in the penalty kick 
phase would spell the end of 
Minnechaug’s section tourna-
ment run.

Minnechaug marched into 
the state tournament, winning 
their first-round matchup and 
then heading to Hingham for 
their second round matchup ear-
lier this week.

Girls soccer 
stopped 
in penalty 
kicks

WILBRAHAM – On Oct. 
26, Minnechaug boys soccer 
fell in the Western Massachu-
setts Class A Tournament to East 
Longmeadow 2-1. All the goals 
were scored in the second half. 
Matthew O’Keefe had Min-
nechaug’s only goal. Ben Wil-
son made six saves in goals. The 
Falcons followed that with a 5-2 
win over Longmeadow in non-
playoff action. Then, last week, 
Minnechaug was able to enter 
the State Division 2 Tournament, 
making it into the Round of 32.

Falcons fall in quarterfinals

Jonathan Barton Camino looks to play the 
ball.

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande
Ryan Ice sends a pass up the field.

Ben Wilson makes a stop near midfield.

Alex Sleeper attempts to run down the ball. Bryce Barlow heads the ball behind him. Matt Ryan hustles up the field.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Minnechaug field hockey captured the Western Mass. Class A Championship by beating Longmeadow in overtime 
last Monday night. Please see CHAUG, page 16
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top seed in this year’s tourna-
ment and had a rare regular sea-
son win against the Lancers.

Minnechaug would lead 
2-0 at halftime in the champi-
onship game, which was held 

at Agawam High School. But 
Longmeadow would scored in 
the third quarter, completely 
changing the momentum in the 
matchup. From that point, Min-
nechaug was on the defensive 
for the remainder of regulation, 
and Longmeadow broke through 

again late in the fourth quarter, 
tying the game 2-2.

The overtime period saw a 
lot of end-to-end action as each 
team was really trying to end 
the game quickly. But neither 
team was able to put together 
the right sequence until Lucas’ 

breakaway, which saw her go the 
length without any opposition 
catching up to her, giving her the 
opportunity to shoot all alone.

With the Western Mass. ti-
tle in their pocket, Minnechaug 
moved right into the state tourna-
ment, facing their Western Mass. 

semifinal opponent, Northamp-
ton, in the first round of states. 
The Falcons, ranked No. 5, pre-
vailed 3-0 and were scheduled 
to face Leominster in the second 
round, the Round of 16, earlier 
this week.

CHAUG from page 15

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Kendall Gates takes a big free hit.

Audrey Izzo pulls the ball back away from an opponent.

Alayna Lucas tries to block a Longmeadow pass.

Alayna Lucas turns play around. She had the winning goal in overtime for Minnechaug 
in the Western Mass. finals.

Ainsley Esteves eyes a teammate up the field.

Kate O’Connor looks for an opening to pass.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Monday Night Men’s League

PALMER – In one match, the 
Pin Heads bowled against Tag 
Team. In game one, Pin Heads 
defeated Tag Team by a score of 
370-353. 

Dave Dutton of Pin Heads led 
the team by scoring 107. In game 
two, it was close but Pin Heads 
managed to win by one pin by a 
score of 368-367. 

In game three, Pin Heads won 
by a score of 370-356. For total 
pinfall, Pin Heads were the win-
ners by a final score of 1108-1076. 

Team Yahtzee faced off against 
Team Boom. In game one, Boom 
was victorious over Yahtzee by a 
score of 374-358. 

John Carmichael of Boom was 
well over average by score a 112 
game against Yahtzee. In game 
two, Yahtzee countered with a 
good game of their own winning 
371-331. Rick Clark of Yahtzee 
scored 102.

In game three, Yahtzee won by 
a score of 401-371. Mike Wadas of 
Yahtzee finished strong by scoring 
103. For total pinfall, Yahtzee won 
by a final score of 1130-1076. 

The Juicers took on Pin Pigs 
for a three-game match.  In game 
one, Juicers won by a score of 314-
309. 

In game two, Pin Pigs won by 
a score of 330-301. Mike Forgue 
of Pin Pigs scored 101. In game 
three, Pin Pigs took the last game 
of the night by a score of 380-
311. 

Forgue stayed strong finishing 
with a 108 final game. His team-

mate, Bill Kerr finished with a 
110 game. 

Pin Pigs won total pinfall by a 
final score 1019-926.

The Four Stooges bowled 
against the Mugwumps. In game 
one, the Four Stooges won by a 
score 358-324. 

Marc Pelissier of the Stooges 
began with a 105 game. In game 
two, The Four Stooges defeated 
Mugwumps by a score of 331-307. 
Pelissier continued staying about 
his league average by score 102 in 
game two. 

In game three, Four Stooges 
won the third and final game by a 
score of 352-322. Pelissier finished 
with his high game of the night 
with a 107. Pelissier’s series for the 
night was 314. 

For total pinfall, Four Stooges 
won with a final score of 1041-953. 

Thursday Night Mixed League
As of Oct. 26, there is a tie 

for first place between Team One 
and Team Three with 18.5 wins 
through round 1 of the season.

In one match, Team Two 
bowled against Team Four for 
league night. In game one, Team 
Four defeated Team Two by a 
score of 399-385. 

In game two, Team Four won 
by a score of 404-394. Danny Fen-
nyery of Team Two scored 103 in 
game two. 

In game three, Team Four took 
all three games by winning the last 
one 416-407.

Team Four took total pinfall for 
a final score of 1219-1186. 

Team Three bowled against 
Team Six as Team Three hopes to 
take over 1st place before round 
one ends. In game one, Team Six 
was victorious by a score of 401-

389. In game two, Team Six stayed 
strong and won again by a score of 
392-372. In game three, Team Six 
won the third and final game 418-
384.

Team Six took total pinfall by a 
final score of 1211-1145. 

The other top seed Team One 
bowled against Team Five. In game 
one, Team One was victorious over 
Team Five by a score of 437-420. 

In game two, Team One had 
another good game and won by a 
score of 428-392. In game three, 
Team One took all the points by 
winning the final game 444-421. 

Kris Rickson of Team One had 
a good night with all three games 
over 100. His scores consisted of 
107, 104, and 125 for a three-game 
series of 336. 

Total pinfall was in favor of 
Team One by a final score of 1309-
1233. 

Candlepin League News
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WORCESTER –  Worcester dropped 
a 5-4 overtime decision to Adirondack, 
allowing four power play goals along the 
way. The overtime goal, scored by Matt 
Stief, was a 4-on-3 goal with Railers for-
ward Zach White in the penalty box for 
tripping.

From close up, and on replay, it did 
not look much like a trip and the Railers 
were careful not to be critical of the call. 
That could cost them money. They were 
not happy, but White stood up and took 
the blame.

“It wasn’t a good play,” he said. “I was 
trying for the puck and then he fell…that 
was terrible by me.”

Coach Jordan Smotherman discreetly 
not critical of the officiating. Neither was 
he critical of his player.

“That’s just the kind of guy he is,” 
Smotherman said of White taking the 
blame.

There was plenty of blame, but plenty 
of credit in what turned out to be a terrific 
game after a sluggish first period. After 
scoring two goals in the game’s first 40 
minutes the teams combined for seven in 
the last 23:16.

The overtime loss earned the Railers 
one point and after the last two seasons 
when they missed the playoffs by a point, 
they can understand the value of that. The 
problem is that in the third period they 
blew a 3-1 lead and 4-3 lead before the 
game went into overtime.

“That can’t happen,” Smotherman said 
of the late lapses, “especially their fourth 
goal. We completely lose our heads and 
five guys wind up in the corner. That can’t 
happen in small margin games.”

The fourth Adirondack goal was 
scored by Riley Smith with just 2:34 left 
in the third period. He drilled a 25-foot 
shot past Tristan Lennox’ blocker. What 
made it worse was that while it was not 
officially a shorthanded goal, Thunder 
defenseman Tristan Thompson had been 
injured near his own net and was still in 
the defensive zone trying to get off the ice 

when Adirondack scored.
The Railers goals were scored by An-

drei Bakanov, Ashton Calder and Brendan 
Robbins. Bakanov had two goals to regis-
ter the first multi-goal game of his Railers 
career. Anthony Callin, once again a key 
offensive player for Worcester, had three 
assists.

The score after the first 20 minutes 
would have been about 7-6 if icings had 
counted as goals. As has been traditional 
in hockey, they did not. Thus it was a 0-0 
game going into the second period.

About seven minutes into the period 
the Railers were whistled for icing three 
times in the span of a minute but as things 
progressed the teams began to generate 
more offense but could not score.

The Railers and the Thunder traded 
power play goals in the second period 
with Adirondack scoring first. Thompson 
gave his team a 1-0 lead at 9:32 by drill-
ing a 55-foot slapshot home from the right 
point.

Bakanov tied it at 1-1 at 17:59 with his 
first goal of the season. It was on the pow-
er play as he converted a nice goalmouth 
pass from Callin. Bakanov gave Worces-
ter the lead at 1:55 of the third period, 
again on the power play, with a sizzling 
high wrist shot from between the circles.

Calder scored a marvelous shorthand-
ed goal at 5:45 to make it 3-1. He was sent 
free on a breakaway when Jake Pivonka 
batted the puck out of mid-air and sent it 
directly to his streaking teammate. Calder 
beat Jeremy Brodeur with a backhander 
from in close.

Erik Middendorf tied it for Adiron-
dack with goals at 7:29 and 8:57, both on 
power plays, the first with the Railers two 
men short. Robbins banged in a rebound 
off the back wall at 14:26, Callin having 
taken the original shot, but Smith scored 
that crucial tying goal exactly three min-
utes.

From there it was on to overtime and 
the 5-4 final.

BRIDGEPORT – The Springfield 
Thunderbirds (6-5-0-0) could not with-
stand a late rally by the Bridgeport Island-
ers (3-5-1-0) in a 3-2 defeat on Sunday af-
ternoon at Total Mortgage Arena. 

For the first time in three games this 
weekend, it would be the T-Birds to get 
the 1-0 lead in the opening period. Oper-
ating a man down at the 8:40 mark, Na-
than Walker picked up a feed from Calle 
Rosen and raced into the Islanders zone 
on a 2-on-1 with Matthew Peca. The cap-
tain served as a decoy and Walker wristed 
a try through the stick side of Ken Apple-
by, giving Springfield the 1-0 edge. The 
goal was Walker's seventh of the season 
and an AHL-best third shorthanded tally.

Walker's goal gave Springfield the 
lead, but the T-Birds had a difficult time 
generating much else in the opening 20 
minutes, getting outshot 13-5 by Bridge-
port in the first frame. While Springfield 
did successfully kill off nearly a minute 
of 5-on-3 Bridgeport power play time, 
the Islanders were able to parlay that 
offensive momentum into a tying strike 
by ex-Providence Bruin Sam Asselin at 
16:44, when he grabbed a puck neatly 
off the right-wing wall, spun toward the 
faceoff dot, and snapped a shot through 
Vadim Zherenko to deadlock the game, 
1-1, heading into the intermission. As-
selin's goal marked the third straight Is-
landers goal scored by the top-line winger 
dating back over a four-game span.

The T-Birds' power play did not get 
a chance until the 4:52 mark of the sec-
ond period, and Springfield did not wait 

even 10 seconds to get a man-advantage 
marker for the sixth time in seven games. 
After Peca won a faceoff, he moved the 
puck to Joey Duszak at the line, and the 
veteran defender lifted a wrist shot toward 
the net. Walker found himself in the mid-
dle of the action again, as he deflected it 
through Appleby's equipment to restore 
Springfield's lead, 2-1, at the 5:00 mark 
of the second.

The T-Birds kept on dealing with a 
relentless flurry of pressure from the Is-
landers, but Zherenko and the Springfield 
defense held the fort to take the 2-1 ad-
vantage into the third. Zherenko made 27 
saves through the first two periods alone.

After a quiet first half of the third pe-
riod, the T-Birds' defensive levee finally 
came apart at the 12:02 mark when Mat-
thew Maggio cleaned up a rebound from 
a Robin Salo shot that had glanced off a 
T-Birds defender. Maggio tied the score 
at one apiece, and not even three minutes 
later, Salo joined the scoring fun, pump-
ing home a rebound off a Karson Kuhl-
man net drive at 14:25 to give the Island-
ers their first lead, 3-2. 

The T-Birds' offense could not find an-
other tally before time ran out, and thus 
brought an end to the club's five-game win 
streak. Zherenko finished his night with 
32 stops, while Appleby got his first win 
despite only needing to block 17 Spring-
field offerings.

Springfield returned home for the 
annual T-Birds School Day Game on 
Wednesday.

Railers drop
OT thriller to Adirondack

T-Birds fall to Islanders in 
weekend finale

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Happen again
  8. Large flightless 

birds
 13. A type of account
 14. Beyond what is 

natural
 15. Beloved comfort 

food
 19. Rural delivery
 20. Belonging to us
 21. Typical
 22. Pie _ __ mode
 23. Returned mate-

rial authorization 
(abbr.)

 24. Not us
 25. Discharge
 26. Made empty
 30. Fishing net
 31. Fast-moving, 

harmless snake
 32. Analyzed into its 

parts
 33. In a way, chilled
 34. Hindu queen

 35. Circles around 
the sun

 38. Used for em-
phasis

 39. Reactive struc-
tures

 40. Recommenda-
tions

 44. Feel intense anger
 45. Puke
 46. Rural Northern 

Ireland community
 47. Naturally occur-

ring solid material
 48. British watch 

brand
 49. Toddler
 50. Integrated circuit
 51. Being revered
 55. “Pets” you can 

grow
 57. Continual
 58. Puts together in 

time
 59. Houses tempo-

rarily

CLUES DOWN
  1. Vital public docu-

ment
  2. Disinter
  3. Musical perfor-

mances
  4. After B
  5. Every body has 

one (abbr.)
  6. Utilize
  7. In a way, disproved
  8. Fisherman’s tool
  9. Of she
 10. Trauma center
 11. Commercial flyer
 12. Administered 

medicine to calm
 16. Popular R&B 

performer
 17. Regretted
 18. Leg (slang)
 22. “Night Train” 

author
 25. More supernatural
 27. Baltimore ball-

player

 28. Shoe parts
 29. Scores perfectly
 30. More lucid
 32. Trim by cutting
 34. Disreputable 

people
 35. Dramatic behav-

iors
 36. Disorder
 37. Private box in a 

theater
 38. More dried-up
 40. Raw
 41. In operation
 42. Pillager
 43. Butterflies with 

brown wings
 45. Disallow
 48. Own up
 51. Hungarian city
 52. A way to condemn
 53. Tax collector
 54. Lease
 56. Not out

by Andrea Rust
Administrative Clerk

Fall is in full swing with leaves 
falling and temperatures dropping. 
Here at Parks and Rec, we are wrap-
ping up with outdoor sports and transi-
tioning to indoor programs. Basketball 
season is starting next week for grades 
K-8, and registration for High School 
Intramural Basketball begins in a few 
weeks. Wrestling, Pick-
leball Tournaments 
and Wilbraham Hiking 
Club registrations are 
open as well. There is 
always something to 
do in Wilbraham year 
around. 

One of our fastest 
growing sports this year 
is wrestling. The aim of this program 
is to provide the basic tools necessary 
to compete in youth wrestling through 
physical drills and discipline.  The 
coaching staff provides a nurturing 
environment and mentoring through 
positive leadership, both on and off 
the mat.  While there is definitely a 
team aspect to the sport, there are 
also individual barriers and obstacles 
that our wrestlers are encouraged to 
face head-on and overcome, including 
any obstacle life may bring, to reach 
heights that were never imaginable. If 
you are new to wrestling and want to 
check it out, there will be a free clinic 
at Memorial School on Tuesday Nov. 
14 from 5:30-7 p.m. Registration for 
the Youth Wrestling program is avail-
able on our website. 

High School Intramural Basketball 
for Grades 9-12 is a fun recreational 

league with games only and no prac-
tices. There is a separate girls division 
and a boys division. Registration runs 
Nov. 21 through Dec. 4, and games be-
gin in January. This program is a great 
way to be active and have fun during 
the cold winter months. 

Edge Pickleball Instructor Dennis 
Windoloski organizes several Tourna-
ments throughout the year allowing 
players to engage in a friendly com-

petitive environment. 
The upcoming Fe-
male Tournament and 
Male Tournament will 
be held at Memorial 
School Gym on Friday, 
Nov. 24 and Saturday, 
Nov. 25 respectively. 
Players must be at least 
18 years old and have 
some pickleball expe-

rience, understand the basic rules of 
the game, be able to keep score, serve 
and return, and sustain short rallies. If 
interested, grab a partner and register 
by Monday, Nov. 20. 

Hiking is another great way to 
enjoy winter. The Wilbraham Hiking 
Club offers several hikes on various 
days each month in Wilbraham and the 
surrounding towns. All hikes are listed 
on our website as well as a description 
of each including length, difficulty and 
location specific terrain. Registration 
for all hikes is free. 

Whether indoors or outdoors, we 
offer several programs and activities 
for all ages to enjoy and pass the cold-
er months. Please visit WilbrahamRec.
com for more information about all 
our programs and to register. 

This Week in Rec
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

ESTATE SALE
ESTATE SALE: NOV 10-11-12, 
8am to 3pm, 81 Woodbridge 
Street, S. Hadley. Antiques, art, 
home decor, outdoor furniture, and 
many treasures.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, NOV. 10 
& 11. 113 BOGAN RD., MON-
SON, 8am-4pm. Furniture, garden 
tools, household items, costume jew-
elry, sterling & gold jewelry, antiques.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
BALED HAY FOR SALE. Call 413-
323-7120.

BUTTERFLY PINS. All in glass 
cases. Many signed, six year collector. 
Lots of bling! Call Nick for appointment, 
413-589-0087.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTORS.
Residential electrical service, mini 
splits, EV chargers, smoke detection. 
Fully insured. Licensed #22882A. Mike 
413-210-9140.

HEATING & AIR 
COND.

ALL AIR HVAC
Offering heating & air conditioning ser-
vices. New installs, changeouts, duct 
work. 17 years of experience. Fully li-
censed and insured. 413-335-7530. 
Email: allairhvac7@gmail.com

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE-
CIALIST BBB approved, sheetrock 
repair, painting jobs, window & door re-
placement, vinyl-wood siding, flooring 
installed. Dependable, affordable. Tim 
413-563-2229.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE-
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace-
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237-
2250 Mark

LANDSCAPING
DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING Lawn 
mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups, 
mulching, pruning. Holyoke, South 
Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and Am-
herst. Call 413-536-3697.

A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

S&S LANDSCAPING LLC  
Residential and Commercial

Fall clean ups. Commercial properties 
snow and ice removal. Free estimates, 
Fully licensed and insured.

You’ll like us mower
413-240-1992

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
WE DO LLC Painting interior, exteri-
or and drywall repair. Resident expoxy 
flooring. We treat your home like our 
own homes. Fully licensed and insured. 
Call WE DO today for a free estimate 
ask for Mac (413)344-6883

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Ser-
vice.  Wilbraham residential only  Call 
or Text now. Limited space available. 
413-519-5439

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

TOWN OF BROOKFIELD 
HIGHWAY 

SUPERINTENDENT
Brookfield is seeking a full-time High-
way Superintendent. Full job descrip-
tion and application details at brook-
fieldma.us. Deadline to apply is 
November 20th or when position is 
filled, whichever is longer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

LUDLOW: $925, quiet 1 bedroom, 
2nd floor, open kitchen/living room. 
Parking, on-site laundry. Utilities not 
included. No smoking, no pets. 413-
543-3062.

MILL HOLLOW APARTMENTS
133 JABISH ST.

BELCHERTOWN, MA
Mill Hollow Apartments is located in a 
quiet country setting with bright, clean 
one bedroom units. Heat, hot water, 
carpet and appliances are included. 
Patios and balconies. Near transpor-
tation and shopping. Pets allowed. Pet 
rules apply. To qualify applicants must 
be 62 years of age or older, handi-
capped, disabled regardless of age 
and meet income guidelines. Apply 
at the Rental Office, 121 N. Main St., 
Belchertown or call (413) 323-5535 
or TTY 711.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

PAID ON-THE-JOB 
HOME HEALTH AIDE 

TRAINING.
Earn $2000 once you complete 
our Certified Home Health Aide 
115-hour Training Program. $300 
Sign on Bonus also available! 
Call Excel Nursing Services 

413-583-8900. EOE.
www.excelnursing

services.com

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS
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24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

EARLYEARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE
In observance of THANKSGIVING

PUBLIC NOTICES 
WILL HAVE AN EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice no later than

Thurs., Nov. 16 NoonThurs., Nov. 16 Noon
FOR PUBLICATION THE WEEK OF NOV. 20-24

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, based in Palmer, is seeking a 
storyteller who is curious about everything, and who 
understands how town government works to join our 
team of weekly reporters.

Experience in covering town government is a huge 
plus, and any experience in community journalism is 
as well. Staff writers cover all aspects of communities 
from features to municipal meetings to crimes and 
fires. Successful candidates must have people skills, 
plenty of curiosity and able to tell a story. 

If you're a self-starter who enjoys community 
journalism and who can envision themselves 
connecting with our communities, we encourage you 
to apply for this position. Not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:  
• Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience
• A determination to get the story, whatever it 

might be
• Equally comfortable writing hard news, features 

and event coverage
• Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced, 

deadline-driven environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style 

Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be
 a good fit for this position and send it along with a 

resume and three writing samples to 
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

STAFF WRITER
JOB OPENING

PUBLIC NOTICES
WILBRAHAM 

BOARD OF APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING

The Wilbraham Zoning 
Board of Appeals will hold a 
Public Hearing on Thursday, 
November 16, 2023 starting 
at 5:30 PM on the applica-
tion of Colene Melikian for 
a variance from the provi-
sions of Sections 4.4.5, 4.4.6 
and 4.4.10 of the Wilbraham 
Zoning By-Law to construct 
a 1,008 square foot acces-
sory building (garage) with-
in the front and side yard 
setbacks at 5 Vista Road as 
further specified in the appli-
cation and plan that are on 
file in the Planning Office 
and posted for public view-
ing on the Zoning Board of 
Appeals page of the Town of 
Wilbraham website at www.
wi lbraham-ma.gov/135/
Zoning-Board-of-Appeals.

Both in person and vir-
tual participation are avail-
able. To participate virtu-
ally go to https://meet.goto.
com/333605845 or call 877-
309-2073 (Access Code: 333-
605-845).

Edward Kivari Jr., 
Chairman

11/02, 11/09/2023

WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD
The Wilbraham Planning 

Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, 
November 29, 2023, at 
5:45 PM in the Town Office 
Building, 240 Springfield 
Street, on the application of 
Colene Melikian for a Special 
Permit as required under 
Section 4.4.8 of the Zoning 
By-Law to allow construc-
tion of a detached accesso-
ry building (garage) with 
a building footprint area of 
1,008 square feet and a max-
imum building height of 17.4 
feet and under Section 3.9.2.2 
to allow a combined total of 
four garage doors on property 
owned by Colene Melikian 
and Martin Ryan at 5 Vista 
Road as shown on informa-
tion on file in the Planning 
Office and posted for pub-
lic viewing on the Planning 
Board page of the Town of 
Wilbraham website at www.
wi lbraham-ma.gov/123/
Planning-Board. Both in per-
son and virtual participation 
are available. To participate 
virtually go to https://meet.
goto.com/165685941 or call 
877-309-2073 (Access Code: 
165-685-941).

John McCloskey
Chair

11/09, 11/16/2023

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court

HAMPDEN, Division
Docket No.

HD23P2041EA
To all persons interested 

in the estate of CAMILLE C. 
BIENVENUE, of Daytona 
Beach, in the State of Florida.

A petition has been pre-
sented to said Court by 
Brenda Farnsworth and 
Connie R. Burke, Co Personal 
Representatives of said dece-
dent, appointed by the State 
of Florida in the Circuit Court 
for Volusia County, Florida, 
for license to sell at private 
sale certain real estate of 
said Decedent, situated in 
Hampden. MA. 

If you desire to object 
thereto, you or your attor-
ney should file a written 
appearance in said Court 
at Springfield before ten 
o’clock in the forenoon 
on the twenty-first day of 
November 2023, the return 

date of this citation. 
Witness, BARBARA M. 

HYLAND, Esquire. First 
Justice of said court, this 
fourth day of October 2023.

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register

10/26, 11/02, 11/09/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden, Division
Docket Number: HD23E003 

l QC
Philip D. Burdick,

Plaintiff(s)
v.

Denise M. LaFountain,
Defendant(s)

To the  above-named 
Defendant:

A complaint has been 
presented to this Court by 
Philip D. Burdick, plaintiff, 
on a General Complaint for 
Equity. 

You are required to serve 
upon - Philip D. Burdick - 
plaintiff, whose address is 
c/o Atty. Michael A Frazee, 
Esq., 425 Union Street - Box 
21, West Springfield, MA 
01089, your answer on or 
before November 30, 2023. 
If you fail to do so, the court 
will proceed to the hear-
ing and adjudication of this 
action. You are also required 
to file a copy of your answer 
in the office of the Register of 
this Court at Springfield. 

Witness,  Barbara M. 
Hyland, Esquire, First Justice 
of said Court at Springfield, 
this twenty-fif th day of 
October 2023.

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

11/09/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P2242EA
Estate of:

Anasticia T Cambo
Date of Death: 08/27/2023 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate  of  Wi l l  wi th 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Timothy LaMotte of 
Wilbraham, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that:  Timothy LaMotte 
of Wilbraham, MA  be 
appo in t ed  a s  Pe r sona l 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
11/28/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 

return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: October 30, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

11/09/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P2068EA
Estate of:

Sonia Lally
Date of Death: 05/13/2023 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed 
by Vantage At Hampden of 
Hampden, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Susan McCoy  of 
S p r i n g f i e l d ,  M A  b e 
appo in t ed  a s  Pe r sona l 
Representative(s) of said 
e s t a t e  t o  s e r ve  Wi t h 
Corporate Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised admin-
istration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 11/28/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 

may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: October 31, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

11/09/2023

PUBLIC HEARING 
ENTERTAINMENT 

LICENSES
(Posted 10/27/2023)

The Wilbraham Select 
Board will hold a hearing 
under Chapter 140, Section 
181 and 183A, and Chapter 
136 of the General Laws, 
to consider new applica-
tions for an annual (Monday 
– Saturday) entertainment 
license and an annual Sunday 
entertainment license sub-
mitted by Dominic John Inc. 
dba The Local Table-n-Tap at 
2039 Boston Road, managed 
by Christopher Arillotta, to 
include entertainment during 
business hours on Monday 
- Saturday and on Sundays. 
The hearing is scheduled 
for Monday, November 
27, 2023 at 7:05 PM at 
the Town Office Building, 
240 Springfield Street , 
Wilbraham.

Persons wishing to com-
ment on the proposed enter-
tainment licenses will be 
heard. The hearing will be 
available in person and virtu-
ally (see the meeting agenda 
for login access).

WILBRAHAM 
SELECT BOARD

Local Licensing Authority
11/09/2023

PUBLIC NOTICE 
This ad is pursuant to MA 

Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A 
as of November 24, 2023 the 
following motor vehicle will 
be for sale to satisfy a garage 
keepers lien:
Vehicle: 1994 Chevrolet S-10 
 VIN: 1GCCSa442RK181386
 COLOR: Blue
 LKO: Unknown 

 R & S Assoc. Inc.
Wilbraham MA 01095

413-596-4374
11/09, 11/16, 11/23/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P2269EA
Estate of:

Helen T. Simonowicz
Date of Death: 09/23/2023 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate  of  Wi l l  wi th 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Nancy Walas of East 
Longmeadow, MA request-
ing that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
tha t :  Nancy Walas  of 
East Longmeadow, MA 
be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
12/04/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-

ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: November 06, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

11/09/2023
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Minnechaug Land Trust 
seeking new Hampden board 
members

HAMPDEN -- Residents of Hampden 
may have seen our President Steve Law-
son and Jenn Bagge at a recent Hampden 
Board of Selectmen meeting promoting 
Minnechaug Land Trusts’ conservation 
efforts and increasing public awareness 
of our group. During that meeting we 
addressed our need of volunteers from 
Hampden who are interested in holding 
a seat on our Board. We generally like 
to maintain a balance of Hampden and 
Wilbraham Board members; currently 
Wilbraham Board members outnumber 
Hampden members almost 2:1. 

We are a volunteer-run organization 
and understand how busy life can get. 
Board members typically spend one to 
two hours a month on Land Trust-related 
projects. Board members are appointed 
for three-year terms and Board of Direc-
tors’ meetings are held in person and take 
place 4 times a year. If you or someone 
you know is interested in learning more 
information about our Board or joining 
us, please reach out to Steve Lawson at 
contact@minnechauglandtrust.org or 
Jenn Bagge at jenn.bagge@gmail.com. 

Wilbraham United Players to 
present ‘The 39 Steps’ 

The Wilbraham United Players will 
be presenting the comedy ‘The 39 Steps’ 
on Nov. 10, 11 and 12 at Fellowship Hall, 
500 Main St. in downtown Wilbraham. 
Based on Alfred Hitchcock’s classic mov-
ie that thrilled audiences in 1935, the 
stage version is now a “comic thrill ride” 
performed by a cast of only six actors. 
Adapted by Patrick Barlow, this 2005 
comedy hit played in London’s West End 
for nine years and was nominated for six 
Tony Awards on Broadway in 2008.

“The 39 Steps” tells the story of an 
ordinary man flung into extraordinary cir-
cumstances. When a spy is murdered in 
his London flat, Richard Hannay is chased 
by a team of killers across England and 
Scotland, defying death in one seeming-
ly inescapable scrape after another – in-
cluding a romance! Based on a 1915 spy 
novel by John Buchan, Patrick Barlow’s 
adaptation not only spoofs old movies and 
Hitchcock tropes (“Psycho”, “Vertigo”, 
etc.), but also adds a dash of Monty Py-
thon comedy as six actors instantly trans-
form into over dozens of characters with 
lightning precision.

Performance dates and times for “The 
39 Steps”: Friday, Nov. 10 at 7:30 p.m. 
– Saturday, Nov. 11 at 7:30 p.m. – Sun-
day, Nov. 12 at 2:30 p.m. Tickets are now 
available online at www.wilbrahamunit-
edplayers.org. Premium seating $27, Reg-
ular Seating $22, Regular Seating with 
Student / Senior discount is $17.

Genealogy Series at the
Wilbraham Public Library

WILBRAHAM – Have you already 
searched Ancestry and want to know what 
else the Wilbraham library has to offer in 
your family history research? Join Assis-
tant Library Director Mary Bell in discov-
ering the genealogy resources available, 
both in-library only and at home.

Each session will cover a different 
product, and participants can come to ei-
ther or both. Here are the dates:

FamilySearch.org – Tuesday, Nov. 14 
at 6 p.m.

American Ancestors – Tuesday, Nov. 
21 at 6 p.m.

The sessions are designed to give a 
broad overview of searching records in 
each database and be interactive with 
searches that Bell will perform based on 
the audience’s questions as well as her 
own research.

All of the products covered are avail-
able in-library during regular library 
hours; HeritageQuest and FamilySearch 
are accessible remotely.

This program is free and open to the 
public. Sign-ups are going on now.

For more information or to register, 
contact the Wilbraham Library at 413-
596-6141 or visit the Event Calendar on-
line at www.wilbrahamlibrary.org.

Wilbraham Women’s Club to 
meet Nov. 9

NOVEMBER -- The November meet-
ing of the Wilbraham Women’s Club will 
take place on Thursday, Nov. 9 at noon at 
the Saint Cecelia’s Parish Center on Main 
Street in Wilbraham. The cost will be 
$12 for a soup, sandwich and dessert lun-
cheon, catered by the Village Store Café. 
Please make your reservation by calling 
Linda Raffa at 596-8245. The deadline is 
Nov. 2!

The speaker for the day will be Bobbie 
Albano, local artist, who will demonstrate 
how to transition holiday wreaths into the 
winter months. Her wreaths will be raf-
fled at the end of the presentation. Also, at 
this meeting we will be collecting miscel-
laneous items and cash donations for our 
Veterans. These donations will be given to 
the Veterans Hospital in Holyoke.

Saint Cecilia Women’s Club 
November meeting

WILBRAHAM – The St. Cecilia 
Women’s Club’s November meeting takes 
place on Tuesday, Nov. 14 at 6 p.m. It’s 
time to start thinking about your Holiday 
shopping and what better way than with 
So Cool Gifts & Accessories with Ana 
Capela. Ana will have lots of ideas for 
gifts and decorations to help make your 
season bright!

Friends’ Holiday 
Bazaar is Nov. 18

WILBRAHAM -- 
Kick off the holidays by 
joining The Friends of 
Wilbraham Seniors for a 
fun filled day! Come to 
their 14th annual Holi-
day Bazaar to be held on 
Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023, 
at St. Cecilia Church, 42 
Main St, Wilbraham, MA 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

This bazaar is a full 
day of shopping with over 
25 exhibitors, offering 
handmade soaps, greet-
ing cards, Christmas or-
naments, doggie goodies, 

and more! Their famous huge Raffle of-
fers many chances to bring home a lovely 
gift basket or other gifts. Stay for lunch 
as the folks at Loomis Lakeside at Reeds 
Landing-Springfield cook up Meatball 
Grinders or pick a sweet treat from our 
Bake Sale of muffins, cookies and more 
– and hot coffee will be available too!  
But, best of all SANTA CLAUS will be 
riding into town at 11 a.m. and will stay 
‘til 2 p.m. for visits with children of all 
ages who can get their picture taken, and 
all children receive a FREE GIFT!  This 
year’s event proceeds will support Recog-
nition Programs of Friends Volunteers. 

For more information, call AnnMarie 
at 413-599-4803.

Rick’s Place honors
Children’s Grief Awareness 
Month with art exhibit

WILBRAHAM -- Rick’s Place, a bea-
con of support for children, teens and fam-
ilies navigating grief, is proud to present 
a special gallery exhibit and opening re-
ception in commemoration of Children’s 
Grief Awareness Month in November.

Titled “Reflections: A Grief Aware-
ness Exhibit”, this event will take place 
at Rick’s Place on Wednesday, Nov. 15 at 
6 p.m.

The exhibit will showcase poignant 
artwork created by both youth and adult 
participants from Rick’s Place. Art and 
creative expression offer a profound chan-
nel for individuals to convey thoughts 
and emotions that words may struggle to 
capture. Participants were encouraged to 
reflect on their unique grief journeys and 
how these experiences have left an indel-
ible mark. Each piece presented will en-
capsulate an intimate, heartfelt narrative 
of personal journeys through grief.

Rick’s Place aims to have this event 
serve a dual purpose: raising greater 
awareness about the profound impact of 
death, grief and loss on youth and fami-
lies, and providing a platform for individ-
uals to tell their stories through art. With 
over 5,000 children in Hampden County 
experiencing loss of a parent or sibling, 
Rick’s Place, a non-profit organization, 
extends its helping hand to youth between 
the ages of 5 and 18, along with their 
caregivers, who have confronted death. 
The peer support programs, both on-site 
and in local schools, help youth feel sup-
ported, understood and less alone in their 
grief. 

We cordially invite you to join us in 
celebrating these courageous artists as 
they generously share their personal grief 
stories. By participating in this event, you 
will contribute to a broader awareness of 
the profound impact that grief has on the 
lives of our youth and their families.

Please contact bflores@ricksplacema.
org for more information or to attend.

Hartsprings Bin receives 
extended stay at Hampden 
Senior Center 

HAMPDEN -- The Hartsprings Bin 
will stay at the Hampden Senior Center 
at 104 Allen St. We have been allowed an 
extended stay of the bin and will gladly 
accept your donations. As you begin your 
Fall Cleaning, please consider donating 
your unwanted clothing, purses, shoes, 
jewelry, bedding (no pillows or rugs) 
small kitchen supplies, dishes, glassware, 
suitcases in good working order, duffle 
bags or tote bags. Books are also accept-
ed, however, NO Encyclopedias. 

If items are placed in The White Tall 
Kitchen plastic size bags, they will easily 
fit in the drop-down door of the bin. If you 
have large bags or boxes of items or any-

thing breakable to donate, please feel free 
to contact Joan Shea at 413-566-8224 to 
arrange a special drop off.    

Items left at the senior center are also 
accepted, and Joan will pick up from there 
for the truck.  However, please refrain 
from leaving bags next to the bin. Please 
call Joan for help with any questions in 
regard to what you can donate if you are 
unsure.  Thank you for your continuing 
support of this fundraiser, which supports 
The Building Fund of the Hampden Se-
nior Center.

Healing Touch Spiritual 
Ministry 

HAMPDEN – On Wednesday eve-
nings from 7-8 p.m., the Federated Com-
munity Church in Hampden is offering 
healing touch sessions. The group of peo-
ple offering this to the public is trained 
and certified in energy work. 

It will be first come, first served and 
will have a free donation. 

A chairlift is available. For more infor-
mation, one can contact 413-566-3711 or 
hampdenfederated@gmail.com.

Wilbraham Girl Scout 
Troops 11714, 65269 wel-
come new girls

WILBRAHAM -- Girls in grades 2-12 
are invited to join Girl Scout Troop 11714.  

The troop meets monthly on Mondays, 
from 6-8 p.m. in Wilbraham.  

Register now to claim her spot as 
troops fill fast. Annual membership cost 
is $35 and financial assistance is avail-
able.  You can register for a spot in the 
troop at https://bit.ly/troop11714.

Girls in grades 1-3 are invited to join 
Girl Scout Troop 65269.  

The troop meets every other week on 
Thursday, from 6-7:30 p.m. in Wilbra-
ham.  

Annual membership cost is $35 and 
financial assistance is available. You can 
register for a spot in the troop at https://
bit.ly/troop65269.

See for yourself what Girl Scouts have 
to offer. Girl Scouts is the premier organi-
zation for girls to learn about leadership, 
financial literacy, life skills, science and 
technology,  

the outdoors, and community ser-
vice.  Previous Girl Scout experience is 
not necessary. 

Questions? Email info@gscwm.org or 
call 413-584-2602.

Events&announcements scheduleannouncements schedule

Library to host 
former state 
senator Nov. 13

WILBRAHAM -- The Wilbra-
ham Public Library welcomes for-
mer State Sen. Linda Melconian 
on Monday, Nov. 13, at 6:30 p.m. 
to discuss her book, “Lay it on the 
Table: A Change Agent in Action 
- When Tip O’Neill Led the U.S. 
House of Representatives to End the 
Vietnam War”. 

Copies of her book will be avail-
able that evening to purchase with 
all proceeds benefiting the Wilbra-
ham Friends of the Library. Please 
register through the library’s web-
site,  www.wilbrahamlibrary.org  or 
call 596-6141.
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JGSLifecare.org  • 413-935-1791 www.keithishamlandscapingllc.com

For a FREE Estimate CALL:

413-531-1216

KEITH ISHAM
LANDSCAPING, LLC

To all those who have served and 
those who continue to serve...

HAPPY VETERANS DAY!

www.kitchen-encounters.com
15 Railroad Avenue, Wilbraham • 413-596-6535 

Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry
Quartz & Granite Countertops
Complete Installation & Remodeling
Custom Closet Systems
Custom Built Commercial Cabinetry 
& Installation

Thank You!Thank You!

To those who serve and
those who gave all and their 
families who support them...

15 Main St, Wilbraham, MA 01095 1-800-334-1260
www.nepm.com facebook.com/asi.nepm

To all our veterans... 
We salute you! Thank you 

for your service and sacrifice!

New England 
Promotional Marketing

Be Memorable
15% OFF DRY CLEANING 

when you pre-pay!
464 Main St., 

Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm, 

Sat. 9am-1pm, Sun. closed

2 Convenient 
Locations

413-736-5476  •  parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St. 
Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, 
Sat. 8am-3pm, Sun. 9am-2pm

Ask about 
special pricing 

for first 
responders

We salute 
your service, 
and wish you 

a happy 
Veterans Day!

Your Hometown 
Dry Cleaners

Family owned 
and operated 

since 1935

Happy Veterans Day 
to all that serve our great country!

Men, women, 
service dogs and their families.

141 Porter Road
East Longmeadow MA

413-525-3532

Po
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er 
Road Pet Care

Boarding . Day Care .
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Porter Road Pet Care

www.porterroadpetcare.com/wht

Auto, Home, Business & Life Insurance
32 Somers Road, Hampden, MA • 413-566-0028
128 Main Street, Monson, MA • 413-267-3495

www.richardgreeninsurance.com
email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

Thank you to 
our veterans 

and their 
families for 
your service 
and sacrifice 

and for 
our freedom.

413-596-2593 • Fax: 413-596-5553
www.scatolini-insurance.com • info@scatolini-insurance.com

In-Office Notary Service Offered

Scatolini Insurance Agency, Inc.
Personal & Commerical Insurance
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Thank you to 
our veterans 
and their 
families for 
their sacrifice 
and for 
our freedom.

SHOW YOUR 
VETERAN ID & 
RECEIVE 10% 
OFF EVERY DAY 
AT 16 ACRES!

85 Post Office Park, Suite 8524, Wilbraham, MA
trombleyassociates.com  ❘  596-6992

Mike Trombley, 
Owner, 
Retired MLB Player
Barbara Trombley,
Owner, CPA

Thank you to the military men 
and women this Veterans Day, we thank you 

today and every day for your service.

We are 
especially
proud of 
our family
members 
Robert Gougeon 
and Paul Pajuk 
for their service.

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Happy Veterans Day to our soldiers 
both past & present. We owe you 

our gratitude & our freedom.

Alpha Oil Company, Inc.
596-4583

2440 Boston Road • Wilbraham, MA 01095

By Dallas Gagnon
Staff Writer 

dgagnon@turley.com

PALMER – An eclectic, 
vintage shop and artists gallery 
opened their doors at 1500 N. 
Main St.

“The Victorian” will provide 
locals a convenient shop close to 
home, offering quality painter’s 
products, painted furniture, 
unique gifts, candles home 
decor, and more. 

The shop features a wide 
variety of Fusion Mineral Paint 
products, including materials 
to re-purpose, refurbish and re-
imagine furniture. 

“Fusion Mineral Paint is 
primarily a furniture paint,” said 
owner Julia Dias. However,  she 
said the paint works well on a 
variety of materials, such as 
wood, metal, glass and fabrics.

In addition to the mineral 
paint, The Victorian will 
also offer milk paint, stains, 
antiquing glazes, a variety of 
decorating waxes and both 
natural and synthetic paint 
brushes.  

The shop caters to artists 
seeking to add a splash of color 
to their homes and get creative 
with refinishing their furniture. 

“I always wanted to open my 
own shop,” said Dias. 

She holds a bachelor’s degree 
in fine arts with a focus on 
interior design from UMASS 
Amherst. 

Dias’ experience allows her 
to provide guests with expertise 
and a wealth of knowledge in 
design as well as the Fusion 
Mineral Paint product line. 

“I live for making what is 
old new again,” said Dias. “It’s 
exciting.”

She added the Victorian age 
has always been her favorite 
period in time, prompting her 
to scout out the perfect location 
for her shop.

“It has always been a dream 
of mine to have a Victorian. The 

building is a Queen Anne with 
all the traditional moldings,” 
said Dias. 

The Victorian was built in 
1868 and is 155 years old. 

Shoppers will not only have 
access to a Fusion Mineral Paint 
carrier locally, but they will also 
experience the charm of the old 
Victorian. 

The shop features an array 
of colors, furnishings and art; 

some Victorian style, others 
more abstract. 

Vintage style “sassy talkin’ 
towels,” are on display, adding 
style and humor to the main 
shopping area. 

For those interested in 
purchasing, duplicates are for 
sale. 

Additionally, vintage-style 
match boxes are available for 
purchase, delicately wrapped 
in wax paper and sealed with a 
postage stamp. 

The Superior Dry Good 
Vintage Stick matches are a 
perfect compliment to those 
interested in gifting a locally 
sourced, 100% soy, 1803 candle. 

Dias said the shop is 
Victorian themed to add an 
element of creativity and charm 
to the guests’ experience. 

“After the first of the year, we 
will offer Fusion Mineral Paint 
workshops” said Dias.

She added services and 

products available at 
the shop will expand 
within the upcoming 
year, including the 
introduction of a 
parlor styled tea 
room. 

While the room 
is not yet ready for 
renting, guests will 
eventually have the 
option of renting a 
Victor ian-themed 
space equipped with 
art, comfortable 
vintage furniture, 
tea table near a 
decorative fireplace 
and a large, antique 
Victrola player.

Guests interested 
in adding a Victorian 
touch to their home 
also have the option 
of purchasing from a 

collection of vintage glassware. 
Dias thanked and credited 

her husband, Joao Dias, for all 
he has done to make her dream 
come true. 

Dias is inviting all to stop 
by today for all of your unique 
holiday shopping needs.

Shop is open Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays 11 am 
to 5 pm and Saturdays 11 am to 
2 pm.

Eclectic vintage shop, artists studio opens

Submitted Photos
The Victorian is located at 1500 Main St., in Palmer, in the former 
Moulton Insurance building. 

The building is a Queen Anne Victorian, 
decorated to accentuate the charm and 
authenticity of the building’s architecture. 

For sale are 100% soy candles 
made in the USA. 

Shown is the shopping area in the building, with Items in display 
cases, which are for sale. 

The Victorian carries Fusion 
Mineral Paint for furniture 
re-purposing and re-finishing. 
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READERS! 
Send in your pet picture for our “Pet of the Month” and receive 
a free weekend get-away or spa package for your pet courtesy of 
Porter Road Pet Care. Email your photos to:  jwalker@turley.com. 
Please include your name and your pet’s name.

PET PAGEPET PAGE
PET OF THE MONTH

• Day Care 
• Boarding                         
 Web Cams  
 Air Conditioning
 Large Indoor/
 Outdoor 
 Accommodations
 Playtime Available- 
 fenced in 1/4 acre lot

• SPA Services 
   Available
 Bathing
 Haircuts
 Maincures

141 Porter Road
East Longmeadow MA

413-525-3532

Po
rt

er 
Road Pet Care

Boarding . Day Care .
 Gr

oo

mi
ng

 

Porter Road Pet Care

www.porterroadpetcare.com

Save $5
on Daycare, 
Grooming 

or Boarding 
Services

Limit 1 coupon per pet.
Expires 11/30/23

Meet Maestro!!Meet Maestro!!

Transitioning Your 
Pets to Winter 

Winter means cold temperatures, freezing 
rain, and snow! As winter approaches, 
there are some things you should do to 
ensure your pet is fully prepared for the 
cold weather. 

Ensure your pet gets plenty of exercise
Winter still offers plenty of opportunities 
for you and your pet to enjoy the outdoors. 
Take him out for a run or a hike, visit the 
local park together, or toss a Frisbee or ball. 
Increased exercise helps prevent injury. 
And just like us winter means adding extra 
layers like sweaters and coats. Small dogs 
and short haired dogs may need one during 
the colder weather.

Feed your pet more to keep him warm
As it gets colder, pets need more energy 
to stay warm. Food generates body heat. 
During winter, feed your pet more food to 
ensure he doesn’t get cold. But also make 
sure he gets enough exercise, so he doesn’t 
become overweight. You should also provide 
clean, fresh water for him.

Keep him away from outdoor pests
As the temperatures turn colder, some 
snakes prepare for hibernation. They can be 
very grumpy and bite any pets they come 
across. Learn about the snakes in your 
region and know where they are likely to be 
found so you can keep your pets from those 
areas. Pests like fleas and ticks can still be 
around even in the winter months. Continue 
f lea and t ick prevent ion year-round 
and each time your pet comes indoors, 
check him to ensure he isn’t carrying any 
undesirable guests.

S h e  i s  a  l u t i n o 
budgie. Her birthday 
i s  November  13 th 
and she is turning 6 
years old. Maestro is 
“the little princess” of 
the Langlois family in 
Hampden. She is very 
energetic and hilarious 
to watch and play with! 
She has a hollowed-out 
coconut that she often 
goes into and rests 
in; her family says it 
is “her way of getting 
some a lone t ime,” 
since she lives with one 
other bird in her family.

Got Your Attention?
Advertise on the 
Pet Page and
give your 
business the 
exposure
it needs to 
succeed.

Call
Jocelyn
Walker at 
413-283-8393
or email:
jwalker@
turley.com

ELDOTC
East Longmeadow Dog

Obedience Training Club
Classes held at 

546 Main Street, Hampden, MA
Classes held every Monday-Thursday evenings

We Teach You How to Train Your Dog!

Facebook.com/eastlongmeadowdogobedience

Obedience Training - 
Beginner to Utility

For Information or to Register
Call (413) 355-0553

eastlongmeadowdogobedience.com

Do you have a new 
puppy or adopted dog?

Start him off right 
with obedience 

training at ELDOTC!

Wilbraham Animal Hospital
2424 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

413.596.8395
wilbrahamanimalhospital.com

East Springfield Veterinary Hospital
525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA
413.739.6389 • esvhospital.com
(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291)

Open Nights & Weekends

WILBRAHAM
Animal Hospital

Andrew R. Hersman, DVM
Lynn Dgetluck, DVM 

William D. Anderson, DVM
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM

Denise Chiminiello, DVM
Leah Guidry, DVM

Madison Harris, DVM
Amy Zander &

 Andrew Hersman, DVM

The Holidays Are Coming! Thinking about getting 
a new dog or puppy? I can guide you on the breeds 

& types of dogs that would best suit you!

• Private training in your home 
or my Wilbraham facility

• Socialization classes

• Intro to your puppy or new 
rescue training 

• Basic obedience, 
 life and manners training
• Environmental training

•
2400 Boston Road 

Wilbraham 
413-246-0859

AKC Certified

•

10% OFF GIFT CERTIFICATES

Holiday  Holiday  
  Specials!  Specials!

568 Main Street, Wilbraham, MA 01095 
413-596-8752         longleashllc.com

• Free Studio Portrait Session with a great variety of 
photographs to choose from.

• 8x10 print with mat
• 30 Christmas cards with 4x6 prints & envelopes
• Proof Sheet of session
• 10% off the regular price for additional prints or digital files
• All for just $49.95
• On location for $74.95
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VISIT US ON THE WEB AT MANNYSTV.COM    
Wilbraham 
413-543-2467 

Westfield 
413-485-7152

Hadley 
413-585-8544
Greenfield 

413-772-0113

Leominster 
978-710-0762

Framingham MA
508-626-2321

Sutton MA
774-808-7240
Keene NH 

603-363-4100 

 Claremont NH
603-287-8689
Canton CT 

860-693-6337

NOW WITH 10 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
SALE DATES 
11/1 - 11/29

NEW ENGLAND’S 
FASTEST 
GROWING 

APPLIANCE 
RETAILER!

THIS IS  
OUR BIGGEST 

SALE OF  
THE YEAR!

Huge savings all month long during 
MANNY’S BLACK FRIDAY SALE! 

WAS $7,076
BUY ALL 4 FOR 

$4,146
SAVE $2930

PLUS GET A $500 BUY MORE 
SAVE MORE DELIVERY REBATE 

WAS $6,976
BUY ALL 4 FOR 

$4,076
SAVE 41%  

21.5 CU FT COUNTER-DEPTH 
4 DOOR FRENCH DOOR RE-

FRIGERATOR
MODEL# GRMC2273BF 

REG $3499

6 CU FT FRONT CONTROL 
GAS RANGE WITH TOTAL 

CONVECTION
MODEL# GCFG3060BF 

REG $2099 

1.9 CU FT 1000 WATT OVER 
THE RANGE SENSOR MICRO-

WAVE
MODEL# GMOS1962AF 

REG $529

POCKET HANDLE DISHWASH-
ER WITH CleanBoost WASH 

SYSTEM AND  MaxBoost DRY
MODEL# GDSP4715A 

REG $949

22.1 COUNTER-DEPTH 
FRENCH DOOR REFRIGER-
ATOR WITH SPACE SAVING 

ICEMAKER
MODEL# GYE22GYNFS 

REG $3499

5.3 CU FT WI-FI ENABLED 
SLIDE-IN ELECTRIC CONVEC-
TION RANGE WITH AIR FRY

MODEL# JS760SPSS 

REG $1949

1.9 CU FT 1000 WATT OVER 
THE RANGE SENSOR MICRO-

WAVE WITH EASY CLEAN 
INTERIOR

MODEL# JVM7195SKSS 

REG $529

TOP CONTROL 45 dBA DISH-
WASHER WITH STAINLESS 

INTERIOR AND THIRD RACK 
MODEL# GDT670SYVFS 

REG $999

 REG $1099 

$749

 REG $1099 

$749

LG 4.5 CU FT SMART FRONT LOAD STEAM WASHER WITH TURBO WASH 360 
SYSTEM MODEL# WM4000HWA REG $1099 NOW $749 VALID 11/16 THRU 11/29    

LG 7.4 CU FT SMART ELECTRIC STEAM DRYER WITH TURBO STEAM
MODEL# DLEX4000W REG $1099 NOW $749   VALID 11/16 THRU 11/29

 REG $899 

$629

 REG $899 

$629

GE PROFILE 4.9 CU FT TOP WASHER WITH SMARTER WASH TECHNOLOGY AND 
FLEX DISPENSE MODEL# PTW605BSRWS 

GE PROFILE 7.4 CU FT ELECTRIC DRYER WITH SANITIZE CYCLE AND SENSOR 
DRY MODEL# PTD60EBSRWS

 REG $849 

$579

 REG $849 

$579

MAYTAG 4.5 CU FT TOP LOAD WASHER WITH POWER AGITATOR AND 
DEEP FILL OPTION MODEL# MVW5035MW 

MAYTAG 7.0 CU FT ELECTRIC DRYER WITH MOISTURE SENSOR AND 
EXTRA POWER MODEL# MED5030MW

SAVE 30% ON THE PAIR

GE 5.3 CU FT ELECTRIC 
CONVECTION RANGE WITH 
AIR FRY AND DUAL SIZE 
ELEMENTS
MODEL# JB735SPSS
REG $1099

LG 6.3 CU FT SMART 
WI-FI ENABLED TRUE 
CONVECTION INSTA VIEW 
ELECTRIC RANGE WITH AIR 
FRY   MODEL# LREL6325F 
REG $1249

GE 5.0 CU FT GAS 
CONVECTION RANGE WITH 

AIR FRY AND 18,000 BTU 
POWER BOIL BURNER
MODEL# JGB735SPSS 

 REG $1199

LG 5.8 CU FT SMART 
WI-FI ENABLED TRUE 

CONVECTION INSTA VIEW 
GAS RANGE WITH AIR FRY 

MODEL# LRGL5825F 
 REG $1349

GE 5.3 CU FT ELECTRIC 
CONVECTION RANGE WITH 
AIR FRY AND DUAL SIZE 
ELEMENTS
MODEL# JB735SPSS
REG $1099REG $1099

YOUR CHOICE ELECTRIC OR GAS 
NOW $749     

YOUR CHOICE ELECTRIC OR GAS 
NOW $949     

FRIGIDAIRE GALLERY TOP CONTROL 
DISHWASHER WITH ORBITCLEAN 
WASH SYSTEM MAXBOOST DRY   
MODEL# GDPH4515AF

 REG $729

$479

GE FRONT CONTROL 
DISHWASHER WITH STAINLESS 
INTERIOR AND THIRD RACK
MODEL# GDF650SYVFS

 REG $899

$529
SAVE 41%

LG TOP CONTROL SMART 
DISHWASHER WITH QUAD WAS 
SYSTEM AND 3RD RACK
MODEL# LDTS5552S

 REG $999

$699
VALID 11/16 THRU 11/29 GE 27 CU FT FRENCH DOOR REFRIGERATOR IN 

FINGERPRINT RESISTANT FINISH MODEL# GNE27JYMFS

  REG $2399

$1499
SAVE 37% PLUS GET A 

$100 DELIVERY REBATE

LG 28 CU FT ULTRA LARGE CAPACITY FRENCH DOOR REFRIGERATOR 
WITH TALL ICE & WATER DISPENSER MODEL# LRFS28XBS

  REG $2399

$1799

FRIGIDAIRE 18.3 CU FT TOP FREEZER REFRIGERATOR WITH 
EVEN TEMP COOLING SYSTEM MODEL# FFTR1835VS

  REG $949

$689

WHIRLPOOL 25 CU FT SIDE-BY-SIDE REFRIGERATOR 
WITH ICE AND WATER DISOENSER MODEL# WRS325SDHZ

  REG $1799

$1149


