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‘MUSIC

FOR THE SOUL|

Supports
St. Cecilia
Church
music
ministry

By Harold
Anderson
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM -—
Music was in the air
at St. Cecilia’s Church

in Wilbraham on Thursday, ‘

Oct. 22 as over 150 people
came together for an eve-
ning entitled “Music for
the Soul” with concert pi-
anist Sergei Novikov as a
fundraiser for the church’s
music ministry.

One attendee, Gail
Manning of Wilbraham,
herself a member of the
St. Cecilia’s Choir for
over 30 years, said she
was there to support the mu-
sic program (at the church)
and encouraged others to do
so as well.

“This is St. Cecilia’s
Church, after all, the Patron
Saint of Music,” Manning
said.

Fran and Sandy Polom
hosted the event in honor of
Fran’s late parents Dr. An-
thony and Mary Polom and
explained the reason for the
fundraiser.

W‘m
oy
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“We’re parishioners of St.
Cecilia’s and we wanted to be
able to do something to give
back to the music ministry,”
Sandy Polom said.

She hoped that the audi-

Photo courtesy of Sandy Polom
From the left we have Sergei Novikov, Sandy Polom (Wilbraham) and Fran Polom (Wilbraham).
The Poloms are also parishioners at St. Cecilia Church.

ence that night would experi-
ence Sergei’s “beautiful mu-
sic, his talent, his repertoire of
all different types of music.”

Please see MUSIC, page 10
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Regional agreement
changes, amendments
pass at Hampden STM

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

HAMPDEN - Chang-
es and amendments to the
regional agreementwere
passed by majority vote in
Hampden on Oct. 26.

The town of Wilbraham
will also need to vote on the
changes and amendments,
which will take place at their
Special Town Meeting on
Nov. 9. If passed there, the
regional agreement will then
head to the Department of
Elementary and Secondary
Education for the finaliza-
tion signature by the com-
missioner.

Superintendent Dr.
John Provost explained
he’s worked with members
of Hampden and Wilbra-
ham’s town government,
the School Committee and
DESE for the past four years
to update the regional agree-
ment. Last spring, it was
noted by DESE “that our
outdated agreement needed
to be updated.”

The regional agreement
has been in place since 1956,
with previous amendments

done in 1994 and 2015; it
is between the two towns,
School = Committee  and
DESE.

“It was really signifi-
cantly negatively impacting
the students,” Provost said.
“Some of you have been
very faithfully attending
our meetings, SO you know
what’s been going on and
tonight we have an update
to bring you that I think pro-
tects the interests of all, most

importantly our students
moving forward.”
The Changes

Sections One, Two and
Three, Provost said, “real-
ly are not substantive” but
reflect changes in laws and
regulations.

“Some of it is language
cleanup. One part of our cur-
rent agreement talks about
an interim committee that
was supposed to exist be-
tween January of 1994 and
then expire in June of 1994.
So, we obviously no longer
need that language, so we’re
cleaning that up,” Provost
said.

Please see STM, page 5

KOC presents donation

to WPD Ofc.

By Harold Anderon
Correspondent
WILBRAHAM - The

monthly meeting of Knights
of Columbus Council 10195
on Tuesday, Oct. 20 featured
a special guest, Officer Jack
Alberici of the Wilbraham
Police Department, who was
present to receive a donation
from the Knights to assist
with medical expenses as he
continues his efforts to get a
kidney transplant.

Alberici has a condition
called Focal Segmental Gi-
omerulosclerosis  (FSGS),
a rare kidney disease that
involves scarring of the kid-
ney and he has been raising
money to help with the costs
involved in his treatment.

Jack’s father, Peter Al-
berici, came with his son
and explained about his
son’s condition.

“In his case, it’s a genetic
kidney disease that runs on
my wife’s side of the fami-
ly. He’s 27 years old....We
found out about it back in
March of this year,” he said,
adding, “it was quite a shock

Alberici

to us. We had no idea that it
was coming.”

Explaining the need for
a new kidney, Alberici said,
“His kidneys, the function
was less than 10%, so he’s
on dialysis. He needs to find
a kidney donor.”

As for where they go
from here, Alberici noted
that, while his son is on the
deceased donor list, it’s not
the perfect choice.

“The right choice would
be a living donor,” he said,
explaining that “It’s a long
process to be evaluated. We
have two people that are
very close to the finish line.
We have two or three others
that are just behind them.”

The hope for the family
is to find a suitable kidney
donor soon.

“We’re hoping by the end
of this year to have three,
four or five donors to choose
from,” Alberici said.

Jack Alberici expressed
his gratitude to all those who
have come together to sup-

Please see KNIGHTS,
page 9

Turley photo by Selena Nguyen

Maria Puppolo, her cousin, and Library Director Melissa Harter posing for a photo.

By Selena Nguyen
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - On
Oct. 14, the Wilbraham
Public Library hosted an
author talk for the recently
published “If You’ve Been
There, Then You Know: My
Breast Cancer Journey of
Self-Discovery,” showcasing
local author Maria Puppolo.

After Puppolo, who is
a frequent visitor of the
WPL, attended the Library’s
monthly Book Club, she met
and began talking with Li-
brary Director Melissa Har-
ter. The two were thrilled to
host the event, just in time
for October, Breast Cancer
Awareness Month.

In her inspiring talk, she
shared her personal expe-

WPL recognizes Breast Cancer
Awareness Month in Author Talk

rience of being diagnosed
with Breast Cancer and her
battle with it. Puppolo un-
derwent many hardships
over the past year, including
having to fight COVID-19,
her mother being diagnosed
with Stage 4 Breast Cancer,
a complicated hospital jour-

Please see BREAST
CANCER, page 15

A Toast to
Memories
to take
place Nov. 6

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Age &
Dementia Friendly Wilbraham
will host A Toast to Memories
wine-tasting fundraiser event
on Friday, Nov. 6, from 5 to 7
p.m. at the senior center.

The event will also feature
raffle prizes, musical enter-
tainment and two speakers, a
local caregiver who is part of
the Memory Cafe and a local
man, Sean Terwilliger, who
currently battles dementia and
wrote a book about his expe-
rience.

Tickets are $25 for seniors
55 and older and $40 for ev-
eryone else who would like to
attend. Residents can call the
senior center at 413-596-8379
to reserve their seat or pay for
tickets at the door.

Ticket purchases are cash
or check only.

Please see MEMORIES,
page 3

Best-selling author Howard Odentz and illustrator Karen Burke

debuted a new book at the show.

Scantic River Artisans
show off their wares

By Patricia Sullivan
Correspondent

HAMPDEN — Crafting
jewelry is great fun, says
Nan Hurlburt, one of the
artists showing their work
at the Scantic River Artisans
art show and sale held in the
Community Room of the
Hampden Senior Center on
Oct. 24 and 25.

That spirit of fun was ev-
ident in many of the works at

the show—from Hurlburt’s
creative jewelry to paintings,
photography, pottery, metal
work and books.

Scantic River Artisans
are inclusive, says President
Laura Salerno.

“We have artists from a
wide variety of media and we
have members ranging from
those who are just begin-

Please see FALL ART,
page 12

Turley photos by Patricia Sullivan
Nan Hurlburt with her wine-inspired jewelry.
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The waste nature can’t digest

Local students,
creating big impact
By Tia M. Assaf

WILBRAHAM “The
world is changed by your ex-
ample, not by your opinion.”
-Paulo Coelho

Dear Wilbraham, think
with me. How much plastic
have you used today?

How about this week? I'm
thinking quite a number.

When living our everyday
lives, it’s easy to consume
mindlessly. We use plas-

tic when cooking, cleaning,
working, you name it!

Whilst many of this seems
unavoidable, it remains a
priority to hold yourself ac-
countable. Follow along as
we discuss terrifying worldly
facts, and the plastic superhe-
roes coming after them. This
is your sign to waste less, and
read on.

The Terrifying
Reality of Plastic

In order to make a change,
you must understand what’s
happening. Let’s look at the
facts.

Say you have a nice choc-
olate bar you just finished.
You are now left with the
wrapper.

OZELL§

You don’t see any trash
cans nearby, so you toss it to
the side of the street and for-
get about it. We call this mis-
managed plastic. And, believe
it or not, mismanaged plastic
STILL COUNTS! Accord-
ing to National Geographic
Magazine, “Rainwater ushers
mismanaged waste from land
into local waterways, which
feed into larger tributaries and
rivers, which in turn empty
into oceans. In this way, plas-
tic from far inland can travel
many miles to the coastline.”

This is terrible. Now let’s
think.

Your chocolate wrapper
made it all the way to the
ocean, now what? Well, it’s
important to note that plastic
never really degrades.

Your chocolate wrapper
isn’t going to dissolve into
thin air. Some plastic gets
washed up on coastlines,
whereas others sink deep into
the world’s oceans.

Sometimes, your waste
can even end up directly into
the mouth of a sea creature!
Hundreds of sea creatures
are constantly being affected
by plastic waste, every single
day.

According to Fauna and
Flora International, a wildlife
conservation  organization,
“marine plastics are contrib-

e Overgrown property?
e Excavator Services ® Extreme Brush Cutting!
e Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal * Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
e Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand * Storm Clean-up ® Small Demo ¢ Insured
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Giving the peace sign while
working on a project.

uting to more than 100,000
marine mammals every year.”
This is one insane statis-
tic. It is amazing to consider
just how many lives we might
be able to save, with just a
few new lifestyle changes.

Let Project
STOMP Inspire You!
Now that we’ve got the re-

cord straight, let’s take action!
There are so many different
ways you can contribute to
the recovery of our planet.
Some common ways
people enjoy supporting our
oceans are things like carry-
ing a reusable water bottle,
bringing around travel mugs,
and skipping things like plas-
tic straws and plastic silver-
ware. However, this year,
Wilbraham Middle School,

Submitted photos Tia Assaf

Wilbraham Middle School students hard at work on their
STOMP projects.

took things a step further.

Let me introduce you to
Project STOMP (Students
Taking On Minimizing Plas-
tic). Here, dozens of students
designed a variety of projects
to help convince you to cut
the waste.

Do you have any plastic
food packages? Maybe from
last night’s taco dinner, or
your student’s lunchbox es-
sentials?

You can do something!
Some Project STOMP partic-
ipants have chosen to take lit-
tle everyday single use plas-
tic items and make them into
something meaningful.

Take the students Taishla
Rowe Singleton and Preston
Hebert. They took everyday
items like plastic water bot-
tles, plastic straws, bottle
caps, and lots of paint!

With these items, they

were able to create something
out of oceanic litter. The two
chose to make an impressive
looking plastic shark, to help
motivate others to cut the ex-
cess plastic.

This is just one of the
many incredible STOMP
projects designed by students.
Other ideas include inspiring
posters, stunning murals and
even real tools used to help
extract plastic from different
bodies of water.

It’s amazing to look at
the work of young genera-
tions choosing to make a big
impact. Whether you decide
to make plastic awareness
crafts or use this article as a
reminder to minimize plastic
in your own daily life, I hope
you come to realize just how
beneficial your aid can be.

Together, we can trans-
form this earth.

Locks of Love Nov. 25

HAMPDEN - The VFW
Post 9397 will be hosting
a Locks of Love event on
Wednesday, Nov. 25, at 7
p-m.

Tickets are currently on
sale at $1 each or buy six for

$5.

The winner will get to cut
George’s hair.

All proceeds raised will
be donated to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital.

Get your tickets and sup-
port a great cause!

The first in an occasional series from Jason & Kent Pecoy on building and maintaining your home

The Remodel-or-Rehuild Question Gonfronting New England Homeowners

With housing inventory tight and the region's housing stock aging, Jason and Kent Pecoy work with homeowners to address

the remodel-or-rebuild question.

By Jason & Kent Pecoy

New England has some of the oldest housing stock
in the country, and for most of the past decade it
has also had some of the tightest inventory. The
combination has pushed a growing number of
homeowners toward a question that used to belong
mostly to developers: is it smarter to renovate the
house you have, or to take it down and start over?
The answer is less obvious than either camp claims,
and few people sit closer to the decision than the
contractors who execute both sides of it.

We've collectively spent more than forty years in
the building trade, now as Principals of LAKAY
Building and Remodeling Inc. in Wilbraham,
Massachusetts, with experience leading a family
construction and home building business. LAKAY
handles new construction, full remodels, and home
additions across Western Massachusetts and
Connecticut, which means the remodel-or-rebuild
calculation crosses our desk from both directions.
The Economics of Staying Put

The case for remodeling usually begins with what
the existing house already paid for: the foundation,
the utility connections, the mature lot, and in
many towns, a grandfathered footprint that current

zoning would never permit new.

Advertisement

Demolition  forfeits those  assets, and
replacement construction prices them at
today's costs. For owners whose homes are
structurally sound, a disciplined renovation
frequently delivers most of the functional value
of new construction at a fraction of the
disruption.

The the

Renovation budgets fail when the scope was

qualifier  is word  disciplined.

never honestly defined, and older homes are
efficient machines for exposing undefined

scope.

What Older Homes Hide

A century-old colonial does not reveal its condition
until the walls open. Undersized framing,

moisture
the

unexpected is not a renovation risk so much as a

abandoned  knob-and-tube
damage traveling quietly behind plaster:

wiring,

renovation certainty. The variable is how the
contractor handles it.

LAKAY's operating practice treats the discovery
process as a documentation problem. Projects
begin with contracts detailed enough that the
client knows precisely what is included, and
anything the house reveals afterward is written into
a change order describing the work and the cost
before it proceeds. The approach does not make
surprises free. It makes them priced, approved, and
un-disputed, which is the difference between a
project that strains a budget and one that ruptures a
relationship.

When Rebuilding Wins

The rebuild case strengthens when the deficiencies
are systemic rather than local. A failing foundation,
a floor plan fundamentally misaligned with how
the owners live, or renovation costs approaching

PIIETRAEN
replacement cost all tile the math toward new

construction, where modern envelope
performance, current code compliance, and clean
insurance underwriting enter the equation on the
rebuild side.

The honest answer, is that the

decision is specific to the house, and it deserves an

in most cases,

assessment from a contractor equally willing to
execute either outcome. Owners should be wary of
advice from firms that only sell one of the two
answers.

New England's housing stock is not getting
younger, and the region's inventory problem is not
The
question  is becoming a permanent feature of

resolving  quickly. remodel-or-rebuild
homeownership in the region, and the owners who
navigate it well will be the ones who treated it as a

diligence exercise rather than a leap of faith.

About Jason and Kent Pecoy

Jason and Kent Pecoy are Premier Builders with
Experience in California, Florida, Western
Massachusetts and Northern Connecticut. Kent, assisted
by Jason, also served as the builder for an episode of the
popular TV series Extreme Makeover: Home Edition.
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Back to basics: simple ways to live with less plastic

By Jake Vanderleeden

WILBRAHAM - Because
microplastics have now in-
filtrated our food, water, and
even our bloodstreams drasti-
cally reducing our plastic con-
sumption is no longer just an
environmental choice, it can
be a medical necessity.

I think a lot of people just
throw away plastic with just
one use, it is really bad to do
that. Do you want to know
why?

Single-use plastic straws
create massive environmen-
tal waste because millions
are discarded daily. Consum-
ers typically dispose of these
items after one use, often after
only a few minutes of utility.
They are just thrown away af-
ter just at least a few minutes!
These lightweight items are
too small for most standard
recycling machinery, meaning
that they avoid recovery sys-
tems and end up in landfills or
wash directly into oceans.

Once they are in natural
habitats, they break down into
tiny microplastics, rather than
just decomposing. Marine
animals often mistake these
fragments for food which in-
troduces toxic chemicals into
the broader food chain.

Transitioning away from
single use plastic starts with
simple, everyday habits like

A close-up
shot of one of
the projects.

Submitted photo
Jake Vander-
leeden

asking for your drink without
a straw, sipping directly from
the glass, or even carrying
a reusable alternative made
from stainless steel, glass,
or bamboo. Restaurants can
also transition to a “Straws
Upon Request” policy and
adopt plant based, biodegrad-
able options to drastically cut
down on environmental harm.

Choosing to refuse that
single piece of plastic is an
easy first step toward conver-
sations with others to work
together to protect natural
ecosystems.

I learned this all from a
life-changing project at school
(Wilbraham Middle School)
called “Project S.T.O.M.P”.
(Students Taking On Minimiz-
ing Plastic). It is really moti-
vating for people because they
want to show the world what
programs like Project STOMP
engage students in fighting
plastic pollution through pub-
lic announcements, upcycled
art projects, and selling hand-
made recycled goods to raise
awareness.

Anyway, back to explain-
ing the harms of plastic. Once

plastic reaches the bottom of
the ocean, it settles onto the
seafloor.

Without sunlight or high
oxygen to break it down, the
plastic resists natural decom-
position and remains intact
for decades or centuries. Over
time, deep-sea currents and
bottom dwelling organisms
grind the debris into tiny mi-
croplastics that contaminate
marine sediment and local
wildlife.

Reducing plastic con-
sumption is a critical step
forward in protecting our
planet’s fragile ecosystems
from long-lasting pollution
and toxic chemical leaching.
By cutting back on single use
plastics, we directly prevent
hazardous waste from choking
marine life and disrupting our
vital food chains.

This mission connects
with the goals of Project
S.T.O.M.P. in science class
of late fall 2026, which is
teaching us to actively stomp
out environmental damages
through eco-friendly choices.
Implementing these reduction
strategies shows how localized
student actions can spread to
create global benefits.

Ultimately, embracing a
plastic free lifestyle ensures a
healthier, more resilient world
for future generations.

MEMORIES from page 1

The funds raised will sup-
port the Age & Dementia
Friendly Wilbraham initiative.

Katie Krupka, a repre-
sentative of Age & Dementia
Friendly Wilbraham and di-
rector of Aging and Placement
at Assisted Living Locators,
explained that the initiative
supports people living with
dementia and their caregivers.
The event itself also provides
a community event that’s fun
and brings everyone together
“who wants to come out and
celebrate and support a great
cause and support their neigh-
bors.”

November is also National
Alzheimer’s Disease Aware-
ness Month.

“We’re here to educate the
community, provide resources
and basically share informa-
tion with the community. We
plan to have entertainment;
we’re having lots of raffles
including an overnight at The
Publick House with a free din-
ner. There’s going to be lots
of options,” Krupka said. “It’s
going to be a lot of fun too, so
it’s not just about the educa-
tion, it’s also about celebrating
the community and getting
the word out and engaging the
community in such an import-
ant topic.”

Barbara Harrington, the
senior center’s social services
coordinator, emphasized tack-
ling the stigma around demen-
tia.

“That’s why we want to
educate the people. We wanted
to let them know even what the
senior center offers, support
groups. Katie runs one in the
afternoon and then we also
offer one in the evenings for
family members who need that
support, and also, the Memo-
ry Cafe, which is such an im-
portant program,” Harrington
said. “These people come in
and it’s two hours for them not
to think of the disease and the
illness. They’re there to enjoy
themselves and that group has
become such a bond together.”

Krupka said there will also
be a commemorative wine
glass given away with different
wine tastings from Springfield
Wine Exchange and spon-
sors including Country Bank,
Hampden Post Acute, Assisted
Living Locators and more.

“We’re just making it fun,
so hopefully people can come
and join us and celebrate and
get a lot of information,”’
Krupka said.

“And reduce the stigma,”
Harrington said.

Krupka also stressed the
community support.

“I think that’s the biggest
part. The Dementia Friend-
ly initiative is about that. It’s
about letting the community
know. Having restaurants may-
be be understanding of some-
one who’s dining at the restau-
rant who might have dementia
who might be acting confused
to have the waitstaff there be
able to understand and accom-

modate those needs and make
them feel comfortable within
the community,” Krupka said.
“If somebody’s at the grocery
store and is kind of maybe
looking around confused at
what they want, people at the
grocery store might (think),
‘Okay, this person might need
a little help or understanding.’
So, really, that’s the point. It’s
a community event because
we want the community to be
supportive of these people in
the community, and again, it’s
erasing the stigma.”

Harrington came up with
the idea for the event, stressing
the importance of keeping the
public aware of dementia since
the initiative’s launch in 2023
and the town’s official certifi-
cation as a dementia-friendly
community last year.

She and Krupka also hope
to find a way to continue sup-
porting caregivers in the com-
munity.

“It’s a fun event. Some-
thing different. A lot of Alz-
heimer’s walks, they do a lot of
fundraising, but this is a little
different and I thought that we
maybe get more of the public
out and family members to
come out,” Harrington said.
“I feel it’s very important to
do this to keep this in people’s
attention.”

“We’ve been talking for a
long time since we’ve started
this initiative years ago. Let’s
do an event, let’s figure out a
way to do an event. We threw
a bunch of things around and

we finally settled on this idea
and we’ve been working really
hard,” Krupka said. “So, what
we can do to give back is by
educating people, erasing the
stigma and supporting them
through community resourc-
es, through support and that’s
what we’re trying to do and
that’s why this event is import-
ant for that and hope people
can come and join us.”
Harrington added that at-
tendees don’t have to come to
drink wine and there will be
other options available too.
Krupka said the commu-
nity can also continue lending
their support by sponsoring a
Memory Cafe, donating food
or activities and connecting
with Harrington about other
ways to help.
The message was this.
“Dementia doesn’t just
affect the person diagnosed.
It touches the lives of spous-
es, children, grandchildren,
friends, anyone who loves
them. Watching someone you
care about experience mem-
ory loss can be heartbreak-
ing,” Harrington said. “This
is why community awareness
and support are so important.
When people better under-
stand dementia, we can replace
fear and misunderstanding
with compassion, patience and
acceptance. Something as sim-
ple as a kind word or a listen-
ing ear or offering a caregiver
time for themselves can make
a tremendous difference.”

— WEALTH MANAGEMENT —

Investment &
Retirement Planning

More than just returns.

Today's thinking.
Yesterday's values.

2022 Boston Rd.

Wilbraham, MA

Securities offered through LPL Financial.

Minimum required.

Friendly, local
and professional.

Strategies
built for you.

Trombleywealth.com
413-596-6992

Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory Services offered through

Trombley Wealth Management, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.
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THE BEST FRESH

FOR FALL!

Order Fresh All Natural
Thanksgiving Turkeys
Order Deadline: November 8th, 2026

Bob’s Turkey Farm

“Broad Breasted
White Turkeys”
From Lancaster, MA

Randall’s
Fresh Baked Pies

Onden Eanly, pon A3est Availability
%))

Apple, Pumpkin, Blueberry,

Fruits of the Forest,
Apple Caramel Walnut,
Chocolate Cream & MORE!

Ready To Heat & Serve
FROM RANDALL'S KITCHEN

Butternut Cider Bisque Soup,

Maple Pecan Roasted Butternut Squash,

Turkey Gravy, Cranberry Orange Rellsh
% Sausage & Apple Stuffing,

: ?J Creamy Mashed Potatoes;

Mashed Turnips & Carrots,

Sunset Stuffed Mushrooms:

11/4/26 — 11/10/26
Fresh Broccolli Crowns ... $1.99/m
Cauliflower $2.99/head

Locally Grown
Butternut & Acorn Squash..99¢/m

Locally Grown Yukon Gold
Potatoes, 51b Bags $3.49

Locally Grown Mac &
Cortland Apples, 5ib Bags ... $%.99

Fresh Local
Cranberries 120z Bags.. 2 for $4.00

b CYCLAMEN
" 6inch Pots>9.99

EASY TO GROW BULBS
Stunning Amaryllis -
Fragrant Paper Whites s

=
g ANDALLg
FARM

& GREENHOUSE

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071 » www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM
Find us on and You({T)
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= Tree Removal
= Structural Pruning
= Crane Service

= Storm Damage

= Stump Grinding

= Lot Clearing

Give us a call today
for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by
a ISA certified arborist &4
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED
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STM from page 1

The first  significant
change is SectionThree on
the reality of current student
assignment to note all stu-
dents are educated in a “uni-
fied middle school.”

“But, that’s not what our
agreement says, and that leads
to many problems and absur-
dities. For example, every stu-
dent in Hampden wishing to
go to the middle school needs
to apply to the School Com-
mittee for special permission
to attend the middle school,”
Provost said. “Section three is
updated in this agreement to
reflect that we have a unified
middle school, which is in
fact what we have in place.”

Another change concerns
modernizing middle school
facilities, with Provost shar-
ing both towns’ boards and
the School Committee have
sought state funding to ad-
dress issues at Wilbraham
Middle School.

“Another piece of the
district report pointed out
that there were many issues
with conditions at the middle
school and so there’s a pro-
cess called MSBA (Massa-
chusetts School Building Au-
thority) to whereby the towns
can receive support from the
state in order to do construc-
tion, in order to do refurbish-
ment, in order to do things,”
Provost said. “But, for that
to happen the regional agree-
ment needs to be in order. So,
reflecting the actual reality of
assignments allows the towns
to work together to access
state funding to try to create
a better situation for middle
school students.”

Section Four would allow
cost averaging for town as-
sessments, which is based on
the percentage of enrollment
from the two towns.

“This past year, there was
a pretty significant shift in
student population from Wil-
braham to Hampden, which
resulted in a large assessment
increase to Hampden. It’s
about a five and a half percent
increase...in large part driv-
en because of that population
shift,” Provost said. “What
the new language in section
four allows is for the towns to
do an average—rolling aver-
age—of the last three years.
It’s not a requirement, but it’s
an option that the two towns
can implement...”

After noting sections five

and six related to language
cleanup and things to do with
current regulations, Provost
summarized Section Seven,
which is about creating a Re-
gional Agreement Advisory
Committee. It would meet ev-
ery five years to look through
the regional agreement and if
there are updates or changes
or not, they would go before
the School Committee and
the towns with their sugges-
tions and reports.

Sections Eight, 9 and 10
were also minor changes.

“Section Eight just aligns
the budget timeline to the ac-
tual current town timelines
and state timelines. What’s
called for in the agreement
actually isn’t what the towns
need. Section 9 talks about
the process for incurring debt.
The debt language currently
in there doesn’t align to the
current state law for debt,”
Provost said. “Section 10,
again, includes another sec-
tion about this committee that
only existed for half a year
and is no longer in operation.
So, we’d like to clean that
up.”

Provost encouraged the
voters to support passage of
the changes and amendments,
emphasizing the collabora-
tion done, how DESE’s le-
gal review was completed
and ready to sign off and the
School Committee approved
it.

Residents Share Thoughts

Several residents shared
their thoughts, ranging from
capital costs and the state of
WMS to School Committee
power concerns and other
projects coming down the
road in Hampden.

Town Treasurer Richard
Patullo’s questions concerned
capital costs, appreciating
how Provost brought up that
WMS “is not in the best of
shape and has its deficiencies”
and the plan for state funding.
However, he noted the agree-
ment mentioning Hampden
“is liable for its portion of any
capital improvements to that
building or capital repairs to
that building.”

“What happens in the
event that the state doesn’t
come through with the money
or doesn’t come through with
100% of the money?” Patul-
lo said. “It doesn’t bother me
to help defray future capital
costs on a building that’s in
good shape, but this one, al-
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Superintendent Dr. John
Provost led the presentation
on Article 1 and later
answered questions from
residents during the
discussion.

legedly, is not in the best of
shape and I wouldn’t mind a
response from you or the Se-
lectmen.”

Patullo’s other question
concerned the definition of
what’s a capital item or what’s
outside the operating budget.

“If T read that correctly,
it’s $5,000 and a one-year
reusable life. That’s, I think,
a considerable change from
what’s a capital item now,’
Patullo said. “So, that change
puts a lot of stuff outside of
the operating budget and I
was just wondering what the
logic was for that.”

Provost said this regional
agreement “doesn’t change
the obligations with respect
to the current middle school.”

“This is something that
the Select Boards have been
working on as part of that
process for a long time. The
resolution that they came to
was to address the ongoing
capital costs of the middle
school outside of this agree-
ment through an MOA,”
Provost said. “So, this does
not change anyone’s obliga-
tions to the middle school.
What it does say is if a new
middle school were to be
created through the process
that I talked about—Ilet’s say
a brand new construction or
a substantially refurbished
building—that that would
be a regional middle school
much like Minnechaug is. But
the current Wilbraham Mid-
dle School building, nothing
has changed about the capital
responsibilities in this agree-
ment.”

On the definition of capi-
tal, he noted that was one of
the things that was part of the
regulatory change process
where it was recommended
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School Committee Chair
Michal Boudreau reads the
motion for Article 1 on the
changes and amendments to
the regional agreement.

to use the particular definition
of capital in the updates being
made.

Selectboard Chair John
Flynn agreed on the wording.

“The way the wording is
right now, the obligation is
only for district-owned build-
ings and Wilbraham Middle
School is not owned by the
district,” Flynn said.

Selectboard Member
Don Davenport clarified the
$5,000.

“The $5,000 is the DESE’s
definition of a capital thing,
but the lease agreement still
maintains the $35,000,” Dav-
enport said.

Gabrielle Fisk  asked
about types of protections for
Hampden when structural and
organizational changes hap-
pen in the district.

“From a staffing perspec-
tive, what type of protections
are in place for Hampden, spe-
cifically knowing that we are
disproportionately impacted
by those staffing changes be-
cause of the nature of our two
classroom grade level Green
Meadows schools,” Fisk said.

Provost replied how “the
largest protection that the new
agreement brings in is the op-
portunity for implementing
the three-year average be-
cause the smaller your base
is, the greater your possibility
for variance.”

“So, if you implement
the three-year averaging, you
have the opportunity to miti-
gate the impact of what hap-
pened last year,” Provost said.

Rita Vail reviewed charts
for capital repairs to the mid-
dle school that were needed
and later read aloud Section
3B, saying this.

“This not only means that
Hampden no longer has to
ask—parents no long have

Start your smile journey today!
Scanto book a complimentary consult.

Selectboard Member
Don Davenport provided
additional clarifications
and thoughts during the
discussion.

to ask—to send their chil-
dren over, but also it gives the
School Committee the pow-
er to put our middle school
children at Minnechaug. In
2018, both Wilbraham and
Hampden voted overwhelm-
ingly not to make that move,
and this agreement—this
amendment—would  allow
the School Committee to have
more power,” Vail said. “I
personally recommend nega-
tive action.”

After Lisa  Sternberg
shared similar comments on
funding and noted the voting
ratio between the towns of
Hampden and Wilbraham on
the School Committee, Mau-
ra Ryan also asked about the
representation and if there
was the opportunity to have
a new middle school, “are we
still going to be required to
pay 50% of that.”

“Is there going to be per-
centage called out in the re-
gional agreement for that
language? Because, again, I
know that we’ve had the same
regional agreement for over
30 years. We’ve had two sepa-
rate votes on the same region-
al agreement; about changing
it, and, at no point, has our
town council or the Depart-
ment of Education ever come
back and said that we had to
change it,” Ryan said. “But
now, we’re being pushed and
forced to do it. But then, is
DESE going to go back and
refund us or give us money
back to fully give us transpor-
tation costs? Are they going
to give us the additional cost
required to fund special edu-
cation? Because those costs
are the burden that we bear
and changing the regional
agreement, if they’re not go-
ing to come to the table and be
willing to hold up their end of
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the bargain, how can we hold
them accountable? Because
I don’t necessarily think that
DESE should be able to tell
us what to do. We should tell
them what we want and they
should meet us there.”

Provost agreed with Ry-
an’s points, adding that the
current version of the regional
agreement is “‘a weighted vot-
ing agreement.”

“Currently, the regional
agreement calls for weight-
ed votes between the town
of Hampden and Wilbraham.
That’s not actually a state law,
that’s a U.S. Constitutional
requirement. It’s the one per-
son, one vote rule,” Provost
said. “The current agreement
is approved because it fol-
lows a one person one vote
principle and any subsequent
version that DESE would ap-
prove would also have to con-
form to the one person one
vote rule.”

On Ryan’s other question,
he referenced the section dis-
cussing debt, with the propor-
tion of the debt service being
set by the proportion of the
school populations “made up
of each of the towns at the
time the vote was taken,” sim-
ilar to the split for the Min-
nechaug debt.

Davenport shared how he
was a member of the Planning
Committee when it started in
2023 and emphasized this.

“I was very adamant to
defend Hampden, but we are
where we are. We need to take
care of the students. We need
to take care of the building
and even to the last two weeks
ago, I told them I wasn’t go-
ing to vote for this unless the
Department of Education and
Secondary Education did cer-
tain things. They dropped out
the emergency funding and
that,” Davenport said. “As
much as I love Thornton Bur-
gess and I love being here, I
think it is an important thing
to do. We need to act and we
need to begin moving for-
ward. It’s about the future, not
about the past.”

Other major STM high-
lights included the votes on
options to explore for the for-
mer Town House and a certi-
fied citizens petition pertain-
ing to Reserve Ofc. Michael
Kane.

The Times will have a re-
cap of these votes in upcom-
ing editions.

Dr. Ana Serrenho

100% locally owned and operated
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32 Somers Rd., Hampden ¢ 566-0028

Bring a pet
food donation
and receive a
raffle ticket!

PAWZAAR CRAFT FAIR

Saturday, November 14th

10AM - 3 PM
St. Catherine’s Church - 1023 Parker St., Springfield o’

This community favorite event features over 40 vendors from around the Pioneer Valley, loads of fabulous
raffles, pet merchandise, a bake sale, and an exciting special raffle. This event is FREE to the public, so come
on out and enjoy the festive atmosphere, shop for unique gifts, and support a great cause.
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Proceeds benefit the animals in need at Thomas J. 0’Connor Animal Control & Adoption Center.
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:

What happens to se-
niors if the country runs
out of funds to pay out
monthly Social Security to
beneficiaries?

I am 78 yrs old and
Social Security is my only
income.

Signed: Worried
Senior

Dear Worried Senior:

Please put your mind at
ease, the government will
never run out of money to
pay Social Security bene-
fits.

That’s because if people
are working and contribut-
ing to the program (e.g.,
always), Social Security
will always have at least
some money to pay bene-
fits. What you are hearing
about are recent media re-
ports about Social Security
having financial issues, ex-
pected to come to a head in
just a few (six) years.

The primary risk for
you (and everyone else)
is this: if the reserves in
the Social Security Trust
Fund (currently about $2.5
trillion) run dry, it would
result in a reduction to ev-
eryone’s monthly benefits.

Right now, the Social
Security Trustees are pro-
jecting a cut of about 22%
starting in the fall of 2032.
But that will only happen
if Congress fails to act and
reform the SS program be-
fore the SS reserves are ful-
ly depleted.

And that is, in our opin-
ion, not likely to happen
unless Congress is com-
pletely and totally derelict
in its obligations to Amer-
ican seniors and their de-
pendents. Not a pleasant
scenario, but neither is it
one likely to occur.

Here at the AMAC
Foundation, we are work-
ing vigorously to prevent
the depletion of the So-
cial Security Trust Fund
and our expectation is that
Congress will, indeed,

What happens if Social
Security runs out of
money to pay benefits?

eventually take action to
prevent any cuts to month-
ly benefits.

It would be political sui-
cide for Congress (and any
President) to allow those
Social Security benefit cuts
to occur. That would great-
ly increase the poverty lev-
el in America. As we have
often reported publicly,
we have already proposed
a commonsense plan to
restore Social Security to
long term solvency and are
working in Congress and
with the Social Security
Administration to promote
the needed reform.

You can see more de-
tails of AMAC’s plan here:
https://amac.us/social-se-
curity-guarantee

So, while we fully un-
derstand your personal
anxiety, we feel confident
in assuring you that you are
very unlikely to experience
any cuts to your monthly
Social Security income.

We are firmly commit-
ted to preventing that from
happening and will con-
tinue to vigorously lobby
Congress to make the SS
changes needed before the
SS Trust Fund is fully de-
pleted.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended
for information purposes
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions
and interpretations of the
Association Mature Cit-
izens Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by
the National Social Secu-
rity Association To submit
a question, Vvisit amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory
or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Secu-
rity advisor for AMAC.

Take notice

ometimes subtle beauty

S is just as eye catching as
full-blown fireworks.

This fact was reinforced

this past week, when oak trees

took center stage as leaves
worthy of peeping. No,

they do not possess .
the pumpkin or-

ange, lemon

yellow or

cherry red

tones  that

maples do,

but nonethe-
less they qui-
etly beg the
passerby  to
take notice.

Ahh, burnt um-
ber, raw sienna and burnt si-
enna, mahogany and magen-
tas. Gosh, I love them all.

It’s like taking a peek in-
side a very good oil painting
kit and seeing all your favor-
ites.

Why don’t we take a clos-
er look at the genus called
Quercus, to which our be-
loved oak belongs. The oak
is a member of the beech or
Fagaceae family.

One unique feature that

“the
ande

of the subtle oak

the oak has and other mem-
bers of the family do not is
that its nut is carried in a cap.
The nut and cap together are
called an acorn.

Acorns are a valuable food
source for wildlife. Wild tur-
key, deer, larger songbirds and
squirrels among others depend
on the nut for surviving the
winter.

One way to tell the differ-
ence between species of oak
tree is by their acorns. Exam-
ine how they wear their “cap.”

The cap of the white oak
is about one-quarter the size
of the oblong shaped nut. The
red oak, on the other hand, has

A place to call their own

By Brandice J. O’Brien
Marketing and C
ommunications Manager,
Greater Springfield
Habitat for Humanity

WEST SPRINGFIELD -
When Chantal and her three
young children immigrated
to Western Massachusetts
in 2012, she couldn’t know
everything the years ahead
would bring. But she knew
what she wanted for them: a
better life and more opportu-
nities. Fourteen years later,
after navigating the challeng-
es of starting over in a new
country, the family is pre-
paring for another beginning
— a home Chantal will help
build and purchase through
Greater Springfield Habitat
for Humanity (GSHFH).

Chantal received the news
on a warm, sunny Friday af-
ternoon in late June. She and
her children stepped outside
to find Habitat staff and board
members waiting with a sign,
smiles, and congratulations.

“I did not expect it at all,”
she said. “I was very sur-
prised and happy when Hab-
itat came and told us. Being
chosen by Habitat for Hu-
manity means so much to us
because it allows our family
to finally have the stability we
have been searching for.”

When they arrived in the
United States in 2012, Chan-
tal’s children were 3, 7, and
10. Before that, the family had
lived as refugees in Rwanda
after Chantal was forced to
leave her native Democratic
Republic of Congo because
of war and conflict. In West-
ern Massachusetts, she faced
the challenges of adjusting to
a new way of life while work-
ing to provide a stable home

Chantal (far left) and her family celebrate her selection for
Greater Springfield Habitat for Humanity’s Homeownership

Program.

for her children.

“We have had to move
three different times. One
apartment was affected by
a fire. Another became too
small for our family, and at
another home, the landlord
decided to sell the proper-
ty. We had to move again,’
Chantal said. “Each move
meant packing our belong-
ings, finding another place to
live, and starting over again.”

Chantal, who is a house-
keeper at a nursing home,
said she learned about Great-
er Springfield Habitat online
and through people who have
been through the program.

“I applied because I want
a safe, stable, and affordable
home for my family,” she
said. “I want my children to
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have a place they can call
‘home.””

Now, Chantal has be-
gun the Habitat Homebuyer
Academy as part of her sweat
equity requirements, taking
the first steps toward building
and purchasing her family’s
home.

“Chantal has worked hard
to create opportunities for
her children through every
challenge and every move,”
said Olga Callirgos, GSHFH
Homeowner Services man-
ager. “As she works toward
purchasing her home, she’s
building on that commitment.
We’re excited to walk along-
side her as her family pre-
pares for a future with a place
to call their own.”

a squatty, saucer-like cap cov-
ering a more globose shaped
nut.

The pin oak has an obtuse
nut and a more diminutive
cap- a big belly so to speak!

There are some 500 species
of oak throughout the world.

Some of them are evergreen,

holding onto their leaves

throughout the winter
months.

These oaks are
located in the more
southern, warmer

regions of our coun-

try. Even though our

oaks are deciduous, it takes

a long time for them to com-
pletely defoliate.

Sometimes it is the next
season’s emerging leaves that
finally push the old ones off!
This is often problematic for
the homeowner who likes to
keep his lawn leaf-free.

At work I once saw a
young groundskeeper attempt
to shake the leaves off of a
young pin oak tree — just to be
done with his weekly task!

Most oaks tolerate trans-
planting the best when they
are young and small in size.

The pin oak is one exception;
its shallow, fibrous root sys-
tem allows it to be transplant-
ed as a larger specimen.

For this reason, the pin
oak is widely used for home
landscaping. It is also high-
ly sought after because of its
unique, pyramidal shape: the
lowest branches are pendu-
lous, the middle are horizontal
and the top are upright.

Did you know that cork
is harvested from the bark
of a species of oak tree? Yes,
the cork oak grows in Spain,
Portugal and parts of Northern
Africa.

Another interesting fact:
oaks get struck by lightning
more than any other tree. This
is likely due to their height,
some topping over 80 feet at
maturity.

The oak tree can grow to
be very old. Reportedly, the
oldest oak tree in the United
States is in Temula, California.

This Coast Live Oak
(Quercus agrifolia) named the
Pechanga Great Oak, is esti-
mated at 2000 years old!

In nearby Maryland, the
Wye Oak lived to be about 460

support community journalism

years old before its demise in
2002. It topped off at 95 feet
tall, 165 feet wide and 8 feet
in diameter.

In 2006, a clone of the tree
was planted in the remains of
the trunk in a special ceremo-
ny.

All the trivia aside, I hope
that you take notice of the
subtle colors that line our hills
and vales now that the fire-
works have subsided. If you
are forced to look at them “up
close and personal” by way of
a rake, don’t forget they make
great mulch — just chop them
up with the lawnmower first.
Your plants will benefit from
your labor.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well as
flowers. Have a question for
her? Email it to pouimette @
turley.com with “Gardening
Question” in the subject line.
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Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume
liability for the loss of photographs
or other materials submitted for
publication. Materials will not be
returned except upon specific request
when submitted.

Editorial
Policy

Letters to the editor should be
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be
published. We require letter writers to
include his or her town of residence
and home telephone number. We
must authenticate authorship prior
to publication. We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal
attacks, defamation of character and
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor,
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy

The TIMES will gladly correct
factual errors that appear in this paper
and can be substantiated. Corrections
or clarifications will always appear on
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail
or mailed communication to the editor
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
is published every Thursday by Turley
Publications, Inc. One year out of town
subscriptions are available at $45, out
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission
of news material, letters to the editor
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden
Times welcomes readers to
participate in this year’s election
campaigns by writing letters to
the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times,
care of Turley Publications, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed
10 413-289-1977 or emailed to
krivers@turley.com. Please include
a daytime telephone number for
verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered
for that Thursday’s newspaper.

No attack letters will be printed.
No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy
will be printed. If the volume of
letters received is larger than the
space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive,
the newspaper reserves the right
to print a representative sample.
No endorsement letters will be
printed in the last edition before the
election.

For more information, call the
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election
coverage, the newspaper plans to
print stories about contested races
for Congress, state Senate, state
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks
leading up to the election, as well
as a question-and-answer voters
guide. In order to ensure fairness
1o all candidates, no political press
releases will be printed, nor will
reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to
further publicize their candidacy,
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden
Times.
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Send us in
your
announcements!
Happy Birthdays,
Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run
1 here free of charge, please keep it
Submitted photos Dan Blanchard “
Second place went to Rapunzel, with this trunk inspired by the movie ) : to less than 50 words.
Tangled. ' Please send to krivers@turley.com
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The Hampden Parks & Recreation’s Second Annual Trunk .~
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The Grassetti Family came to the event all decked
out in Halloween costumes.

or Treat event on Oct. 24 was a huge success! This year’s
winners were 1st Place - Willy Wonka, 2nd Place — Ra- ;_;_L
punzel and 3rd Place - Super Mario. R
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This year’s third place winner was Mario with this Super

Smash Bros-themed trunk. Here are some kiddos enjoying some

Halloween fun.
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This farm-themed trunk was another popular spot during the event.
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The first place winner was Willy Wonka, with this trunk covered in a lot of purple and chocolate.

Heidi Pafumi

Realtor®
Heidip413@gmail.com

Licensed MA & CT (41 3)
P 687-4339
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VETERANS DAY
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Francis Perenick Gary Whalen Kevin Wiley Robert B. Vallerie
TEC 5 Tech Sargent Airman First Class ES Peﬂyuoglc’\?; 2nd Class We wagt o recpnizg our dishouighed
i .S. Navy S
US. Army Uﬁaﬁggggce Wilbraham residents who served our country. Thank
you all for your dedication and bravery.
. . Happy Veterans Da
Town of Wilbraham Veterans Day Breakfast | Wilbraham PP, Y
WILBRAHAM - The Members, Surviving Spous- ~ Street . 3 413.596.3111
town of Wilbraham will es and a guest are welcome Breakfast is sponsored Veterans Day ) 2399 Boston Rd.
hold their annual Veterans to attend. by the GFWC Wilbraham Ce Wilbraham, MA 01095
Day Breakfast on Friday, When: Friday, Nov.6 Junior Women’s Club. Ceremony Set LirggareCenteforwilbjgham.com
Now. 6. at 8 a.m. To register and for more
This event is free and Where: Wilbraham Se- information, call (413)596- fOr NOV. 11
Veterans, Active Service nior Center, 250 Springfield 8379.
o — e . - WILBRAHAM - The
0 XX X kK KK X Xk kXXX %k kXX KX *K*KXKXK*KRXX i town’s Veterans Day Ceremo-

THA“KS ‘U@ m “ETE“A"; e ny, presented by the Wilbra- ~ WEALTH MANAGEMENT —

ham . Department of Veterans Mike Trombley, Owner, Retired MLB Player « Barbara Trombley, Owner, CPA
Services, takes place at Crane

Park on Wednesday, Nov. 11 2022 Boston Rd., Wilbraham, MA 01095
at 11 a.m. www.trombleywealth.com | 596-6992
In the event of inclement b D BB S 'S '
weather, the ceremony will be Thank you to the military men
moved indoors to the Wilbra- | 3. 7 1 6101011 this Veterans Day, we thank you
ham Senior Center. .
All are welcome. Please today and every day for your service.

join us as we honor the Veter- .t g e
ans of our community and our We are : '
nation.

especially
— proud of
k our family e —_
b i .
WE vn u H lI:lfl?::rte l(.isougeon e
d Paul Pajuk =
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HONORING ALL WHO SERVED

CHRISTOPHER HEIGHTS™
of Belchertown

AN ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY
www.christopherheights.com » Tel: 413-323-5500

>

Thank you to all who have served for
your courage, dedication and sacrifice.

TREE

413-4178-4212

dlandgtree.com

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL
VETERANS FOR THEIR SERVICE.

HAPPY VETERANS DAY!
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Committee kicking off the project proposal cycle

WILBRAHAM - The
Community Preservation
Committee has started the
Fiscal Year 2028 project pro-
posal cycle.

What types of community
projects are eligible for fund-
ing? The original purpose of
CPA was to preserve land for
conservation and recreation,
preserve historical assets, and
build and preserve communi-
ty housing. A change in 2012
also allowed for an expanded
qualification of outdoor recre-
ation projects. The eligibility
guidelines are very specific
and the committee is available
to discuss ideas and guide
residents through the process.
For more information avail-
able online regarding project
eligibility you can refer to
community preservation.org/

allowable-uses.

The Community Preserva-
tion Committee, is comprised
of 9 members where six are
required from the following
committees; Planning Board,
Open Space and Recreation
Committee, Conservation
Commission, Historic Com-
mission, Housing Authority
and Recreation. In addition
three at large members round
out the committee. The re-
quired representation from
these committees match the
categories of CPA eligible
projects. These representa-
tives contribute to ensure
there is an understanding of
Wilbraham’s needs and pri-
orities. All of us are happy to
hear about residents ideas for
priority community needs.

The Community Preserva-

tion Committee is responsible
for accepting project propos-
als, vetting those proposals
for adherence to CPA require-
ments, discussing the value
to the town and finally voting
on each proposal to move for-
ward to Annual Town Meet-
ing. At Annual Town Meeting
each voting resident attending
the meeting has a chance to
determine if they also value
this project, supporting it with
their vote.

You can find the project
proposal application on the
Wilbraham Town website on
the Community Preservation
page. Project proposals are
due on Friday, January 22,
2027 by 4 p.m.

How can you participate
in Community Preservation
process? Take a first step and

attend a meeting. We would
love to hear from you and
what you believe are priorities
for Wilbraham. If you can’t
attend a meeting, reach out to
our committee representatives
found on the towns website at
https://www.wilbraham-ma.
gov/477/Community-Preser-
vation-Committee.

For more information the
Massachusetts ~ Community
Preservation Coalition web-
site can be found at commu-
nitypreservation.org.

Residents are welcome at
any of our meetings to learn
more. Our next meeting is a
public hearing to hear for-
mally from residents on their
ideas for projects. This will
be held, Thursday, Nov. 5 at 6
p-m. in the Wilbraham Town
Hall. Please join us.

A ‘thank youw’
to all for
their help

HAMPDEN - Mark Giza,
the director of the Theatre
Guild of Hampden, would
like to thank everyone who
was involved with the fall
production of “Gypsy.”

A thank you to everyone
at the Hampden Town Hall,
the Selectboard, Lauren
McCormick, administrative
assistant for the Town of
Hampden, and the cast and
crew for their time and effort
in bringing the production to
life and making it possible
for the community.

Evangel Assembly hosts Open Door

Open Mic Night in Wilbraham

WILBRAHAM - Evan-
gel Assembly is excited to
announce our Open Door
Open Mic Night, a vibrant
community event taking
place on Saturday, Nov. 7,
at 7 p.m. at Evangel Assem-
bly, located at 348 Stony Hill
Road, Wilbraham in the East
Wing.

This event is open to all,
inviting guests to enjoy a
night of diverse performanc-
es or take the stage them-
selves for a five-minute per-
formance of their choice.

Whether you’re a singer,

poet, comedian, or story-
teller, this is your chance to
shine! Open Mic participants
can sign up to perform by
visiting  https://evangelas-
sembly.churchcenter.com/
people/forms/1329029.
Spectators are welcome
to come, relax, and enjoy an
evening of local talent and
entertainment in a warm,
welcoming atmosphere.
“We’re thrilled to open
our doors to the community
for a night of creativity and
connection,’ said Steve De-
vereaux, the Open Mic Orga-

nizer at Evangel Assembly.
“This event is all about cele-
brating the diverse talents of
our neighbors and fostering a
sense of togetherness.”

Join us for an unforgetta-
ble evening filled with laugh-
ter, music, and inspiration.
Admission is free, there will
be coffee and treats for do-
nations, and all are welcome.
For more information or to
register for a performance
slot, visit https://evangelas-
sembly.churchcenter.com/
people/forms/1329029.

Last:

The OMH
Museum

to host free
talk on New
England’s
Historic
Barns

WILBRA-
HAM — The Old
Meeting  House
Museum invites
the community
to discover the
craftsmanship
behind  New
England’s his-
toric barns on
Sunday, Nov. 8,
from 2 to 4 p.m.
Conservation
timber framer
Nevan Carling
will give a pre-
sentation at
Wilbraham & Monson Acad-
emy beginning at 2:30 p.m.
Admission is free and all are
welcome.

Many of the old barns
still standing in New En-
gland were largely built by
hand. Craftsmen shaped
wooden beams with axes,
then fit them together like
puzzle pieces, held in place
with wooden pegs instead
of nails. These barns, along
with piggeries and other
farm buildings, show how
farming shaped life in early
New England. Carling, who
still builds and restores tim-

Barns of New England
Movember 8" | 2-4 PM

LD MEETING HOUEE MUSEUM

WILERAHAM
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Built by Hand Built to

Built to Last:

with Nevan Carling

ber frames this
way using tra-
ditional tools,
will share how
these structures
were made and
why they are
worth preserv-
ing.

Afterward,
guests are in-
vited back to
the Museum for light re-
freshments and a hands-on
look at traditional timber
framing tools.

“Farming is part of Wil-
braham’s roots, and seeing
an old timber-framed barn is
the best reminder of that his-
tory,” said Lindsey Bourcier,
Director of Marketing. “We
hope everyone leaves with
a new appreciation for these
buildings and for the people
keeping the craft alive to-

1793

day.”

More information is
available at: www.theomh.
org.

KNIGHTS from page 1

port him. “I’m just really hap-
py to be here. It’s an honor to
get a donation from them (the
Knights),” he said, adding, “I
can’t thank them enough.”

The donation, Alberi-
ci said, would be used for
“medical bills and any other
expenses that come from this
medical illness.”

“We keep getting a lot of
support....I'm really happy
for that.... My family, friends
and everyone’s been by my
side. I can’t ask for anything
else. I'm just fortunate and
very grateful for that,” Alberi-
ci said.

Knight Tom Garvey said
he is a two-time kidney dona-
tion recipient himself.

“The first one, I received
from my younger brother
Glen.... The second trans-
plant I received (25 years
later) from my younger sister
Carrie,” Garvey said.

Garvey was on hand to of-
fer Jack his support and spoke
of the advice that he’s given
him about the transplant ex-
perience.

“My advice to Jack is to
really stay positive because
something like this can kin-
da drag you down, especially
as a young person....I was
encouraged to see that he’s
still working....It’s just a
matter of taking your mind
off of what’s going on with
you....He seems very opti-
mistic....I’'m really hopeful
for the best for him,” Garvey
said.

Knight Jim Rooney, Fi-
nancial Director for the
Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil 10195, said that he heard
about Jack Alberici’s need
through a personal connec-
tion.

“Pete (Jack’s father) and
I went to school together;
we both grew up in Wilbra-
ham.... I've known Peter
since probably fifth grade,”
Rooney said.

The meeting portion of
the night began with Rooney
briefly noting about how this
donation came to be.

“Last month,.... Tom Gar-
vey and I talked about Jack
Alberici, a police officer here
in in town who needs a kid-
ney..... so, we took a motion
to donate,” Rooney said.

Afterwards, Jack Alberici
took to the mic and recount-
ed the day that he found out
about his condition and how
things have been going for
him since then. He closed his
comments by expressing his
gratitude to the Knights.

“Thank you guys again
for being here to support me,”
he said.

A check presentation cer-
emony was held where the
donation was officially given
to Jack.

Recently, another fund-
raising event for “I Stand With
Jack” was held at the Elks
Club in Springfield where
over 400 people came together
to raise money for the cause.

“The idea was ‘let’s raise
awareness and see if we can
get more donors in the mix’

ROBERTS ROOFS

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate e Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles e Gutters
Historical Restoration e Flat Roofing
Snow Removal
Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

4
Trusted Name Since 1982

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929

D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.
Palmer, MA 01069

e —

ST CECILIA  COUNC

NO. 10195

WILBRM'IAH--:,_ HASE

.
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o
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Turley photo by Harold Anderson

A group photo with the Knights of Columbus banner. Here we have from left to right Peter Alberici (Wilbraham) - Jack’s father,
0Ofc. Jack Alberici (Wilbraham), Knight Jim Rooney, financial director of the Knights of Golumbus Gouncil 10195, Grand Knight
Josh Mitchell and Knight Tom Garvey (Wilbraham) - 2x kidney transplant recipient.

and the thing just exploded....
We went from maybe six do-
nors to at one point 15,” Peter
Alberici said, although he not-
ed that many get ruled out in
the evaluation process.

“But it really lifted our
spirits up,” he said, adding,
“Wilbraham has been fan-
tastic. They’ve really stood
by Jack.... We’re grateful for
that.”

For more information
about the effort to help Offi-
cer Jack Alberici’s transplant
journey, visit www.istand-
withjack.com.

“It’s a place where you

can go to learn more about
Jack’s story, how he got here
(and) who he is. You can make
a donation and you can also
register to become a kidney
donor,” Alberici explained.

* Implant Services

Dr. Christopher J. Root, DMD MAGD
Dr. Mary Danko, DMD

 Cosmetic & esthetic dentistry, whitening,
veneers, crowns & bridges

e Digital XRays & Photographs
e Evening appointments available
* Most insurance plans accepted

e CareCredit - A convenient
monthly payment plan

Wilboraham Dental Associates,Lic

Our friendly team

IS proud to provide the
highest quality of dental care
utilizing the hest
new technology availahle.

VISIT US AT OUR
NEW LOCATION!

2632 Boston Road

Unit 1

Wilbraham, MA 01095

www.wilbrahamdentalassociates.com

413-279-2016
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Wilbraham residents invited
to hear Building Utilization
Committee findings

Important public
presentation to the
Wilbraham Select
Board

WILBRAHAM — The
Wilbraham Building Uti-
lization Committee invites
all citizens to an important
public presentation of its
findings before the Wilbra-
ham Select Board on Mon-
day, Nov. 16, at 6 p.m., at
The Senior Center.

The Wilbraham Build-
ing Utilization Committee
was formed in April 2025
to conduct a comprehen-
sive review of all municipal
buildings in Wilbraham.
Its work is important to
the entire community be-
cause these public facili-
ties support town services,
programs, employees, and
residents—and  decisions
about their use will have
lasting operational and fi-
nancial effects.

After examining the
condition, current use, ca-

pacity, and future needs of
the town’s full municipal
building portfolio, the com-
mittee will present its find-
ings and key considerations
to the Select Board. This
presentation gives residents
an important opportunity to
understand the committee’s
work firsthand and stay in-
formed about choices that
may shape Wilbraham for
years to come.

As an advisory body,
the Building Utilization
Committee will provide its
findings and recommen-
dations to help inform the
public discussion. Any final
authority and decisions re-
main with the Wilbraham
Select Board and, ultimate-
ly, with the citizens of the
community.

Your community.
Your buildings.

Residents are strongly
encouraged to attend this
important community con-
versation.

Agenda information
will be made available by
the Town of Wilbraham.

HSC November Events

HAMPDEN - The
Hampden Senior Center
wants to let the community
know about the following
upcoming events.

VETERANS DINNER,

TUESDAY, NOV. 10

at 5:30 p.m.

Join us for an evening
of gratitude as we honor
Veterans for their dedicat-
ed service. Enjoy a dinner
of Chicken Parmigiana,
Baked Ziti, Salad and Rolls
generously donated by Na-
than Bill’s Bar & Restau-
rant followed by a deli-
cious dessert generously
donated by JGS Lifecare.
To attend the Veterans din-
ner, please call 566.5588 to
RSVP. Veterans are FREE;
non-Veterans $5

In preparation for our
annual Veterans dinner, we
are collecting photographs
of Veterans in uniform that
will be displayed at the
event. If you have a photo-
graph of yourself or a fam-
ily member to share, please
drop it off at the front desk.
Please include your name
and phone number on the
back of the photograph so
it can be returned to you.

REGISTRY OF DEEDS
FRIDAY, NOV. 6;
Lunch at Noon, program
at 12:30

Representatives  from
Cheryl  Coakley-Rivera,

Esq. The Register of Deeds
office invites homeowners
to an Informational Semi-
nar. You will learn who they
are and what they do, about
the Homestead Act, Con-
sumer Notification System
and Title Fraud. All attend-
ees are eligible to receive a
free certified copy of their
deed! Dessert provided by
Quail Run Estates.

There is a $3 suggested
donation for lunch provid-
ed by Greater Springfield
Senior Services.

MEN’S HEALTH,
MO-VEMBER FRIDAY,
NOV. 20; Lunch at Noon,

program at 12:30

Join us this November
for a special men’s health
presentation led by Ed Wal-
ters-Zucco, RN. In honor
of “Mo-vember,” we will
cut through the noise and
discuss practical, everyday
tips for staying healthy, ac-
tive, and energized as you
age. From heart health to
preventative  screenings,
come get your questions
answered in a relaxed,
friendly setting.

Don’t miss this chance
to take charge of your
wellness  journey—bring
a friend and join the con-
versation! There is a $3
suggested donation for
lunch provided by Great-
er Springfield Senior Ser-
vices.

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TU rleyPublications

Opun
Mic

Night

EVANGEL ASSEMBLY
348 Stony Hill Road, Wilbraham (East Wing)
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MUSIC from page 1

How does Novikov select
what to play on a given night?

“I decide on the fly....
I sense the crowd.... (I'm)
thinking about the way I
feel.... Basically, there’s no
set (music) set before the
concert.... It’s always differ-
ent,” Novikov said. “The first
couple of things, they’re usu-
ally the standard things to get
friendly with the audience....
Two or three tunes in, you
actually get a feel out of the
room.... This is when the real
performance starts.”

The music set began with
the first and second Etudes by
Frédéric Chopin, followed by
a Jazz composition entitled
“Felt Like Writing the Blues”
that Novikov wrote himself,
with each performance fol-
lowed by strong applause
from the audience.

Afterwards, the piano mu-
sic set continued with “Don’t
Cry for Me, Argentina” from
the musical, “Evita” followed
by the bossa nova classic
“Girl from Ipanema.” His
next selection was another
piano composition he wrote
entitled “Ups and Downs.”

Novikov noted that the
piece was “a song about my
life,” as well as for many in
the audience. In life, he re-
flected, “there are always
challenges.”

Next was a piano rendi-
tion of a song made famous
by Billy Joel entitled, “New
York State of Mind” which
came with an amusing true
story. Novikov recounted
how he was once playing in
an establishment in Kenne-
bunkport, ME when he was
told that Billy Joel himself
was present.

Novikov spoke of how
he met Joel that night and
“played Billy Joel’s music for
Billy Joel for an hour and a
half” on the piano before Joel
left that evening.

The music set ended with
a piano medley from the
Broadway musical “Phantom
of the Opera,” much to the
delight of the audience which

As an encore, Novikov
treated those in attendance to
another medley of Broadway
music, this time from the mu-
sical “Mamma Mia” followed
by a second standing ovation
for the pianist.

As the crowd departed
from the church, they were
offered the chance to pur-
chase from a wide variety of
greeting cards, each one spe-
cially designed and produced
by Novikov himself. In the
card was a special QR code
that, once scanned, he ex-
plained, “the album is on your
phone.... which is a new way
of selling music. It’s like sell-
ing a CD, but without a CD.”

When asked afterwards
about the performance, at-
tendees expressed great satis-
faction with their experience
that evening.

Host Sandy Polom reacted
to the performance saying, “It
was amazing, as I expected.
Sergei is just phenomenal. A
concert that was like no oth-
er,” and noted that the event
raised over $3,000 for the
music ministry.

Bill and Nancy Bickley
from Wilbraham were equal-
ly impressed with the perfor-
mance.

“Spectacular, just amaz-
ing. What a gifted pianist,”
said Bill Bickley, adding that
their experience was, “better
than expected. Just a beautiful

. s repertoire.”
responded to the evening’s )
entertainment with a standing ‘When asked for their re-
ovation. action, Stacey Duquette,

From the left, we have Sandy
Calabrese (Wilbraham) and
her husbhand Lou Calabrese
(Wilbraham).

N |

o |
— ]

tr\ Ay

Sergel Novikov plays
at the piano in front
of the crowd.

From left to right we have Stacey Duquette (Wilbraham), Ginny
McGovern (Wilbraham) and Gerry Schmidt (Wilbraham).

who was at the concert with
Ginny McGovern and Ger-
ry Schmidt, all of them from
Wilbraham, commented this.

“It was excellent. He was
very entertaining and played a
wide variety of music, which
was nice,” Duquette said.

McGovern enjoyed the
performance as well.

“I love piano music and
he did a wonderful job. He’s
a very talented man,” McGov-
ern said.

Schmidt described No-
vikov’s  performance  as
“Beautiful. Very sensitive

FSergei Novikov

I standing with a
selection of the
greeting cards
that he made
himself with
the QR codes
inside the card

for downloading

one of his
albums.
'L,
1 -'-_ -ﬁ
[ - Lr:
. =

when he had to be and force-
ful when he had to be. It was
great.”

Lou Calabrese and his
wife Sandy of West Spring-
field had previously heard
Novikov’s music after down-
loading it from a greeting
card that she received for her
birthday last year and enjoyed
seeing him perform live.

“We were actually front
row.... To see him and ob-
serve what he was doing....
It was exceptional. Really en-
joyed it,” Calabrese said.

Turley photo by Harold Anderson
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

TR E E

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 . office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net

OBINSON
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Holden tries
to overcome a
defender.

B S

Keira Horne heads up the field after making a play on defense.

- Taylor Bartosz WILBRAHAM - Last Tues-
makes a throw-in. day evening, Minnechaug Re-
gional High School girls soccer
was defeated 1-0 against West
Springfield in the quarterfinals of
the Class A Western Massachu-
setts Tournament. The Falcons,
which are 11-2-4 and will head to
the state tournament with a higher
seed in Division 2, was set to face
Westfield in a nonplayoff game
earlier this week before learning
who they will face first in states.
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W
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Brooklyn Manning heads up the field. Carson Humpbhries tries to make a play on a 50/50 ball. Makenna Sacco tries to pass ahead of a defender.

Falcons
head

for state
tourney

WILBRAHAM - Once
again, a strong schedule and
four wins are sending the
Minnechaug Regional High
School football team to the
state tournament this year.

The Falcons, last week,
defeated Longmeadow in AA
Conference action 26-6. The
Falcons improved to 4-4 on
the season and earned a state
Haley Powers goes for the spike. tournament berth in Division
3 with the win.

g Girls volleyball
falls in +
R B semifinals

(!
Leah

Croteau
takes a
backwards "-,-. h

bump over
the net. ‘1’,“1"{"—'

.‘ta.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Nehir Elcin goes for a bump
to her side.

The Falcons
attempts a block.

WILBRA- . .
HAM - After a Minnechaug will be on the
win over Chi- - road for the matchup, which

is currently scheduled on Fri-
day, Nov. 6 at 7 p.m. at Barn-
stable High School in Eastern

copee  Compre-
hensive 3-1 in
the quarterfinals,
the Minnechaug
3 Regional High
. School girls vol-
_— leyball team was
defeated by Long-
meadow 3-0 in the
Class A semifinal
round last Thurs-
day. Minnechaug,
which is 9-11, was
ranked No. 33 as
of last Friday. If
the seeding holds,
the Falcons will
not make the state
tournament  this
year.
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Jenahia Purchase a photo that
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Power play leads
Hartford past T-Birds

SPRINGFIELD - The
Springfield Thunderbirds
(3-4-2-1) fell victim to a
red-hot power play as the
Hartford Wolf Pack
(6-6-1-0)
doubled up
the T-Birds
for a 4-2 win
on Sunday af-

ternoon  inside
the MassMutual
Center.

The Wolf Pack leaned
on their biggest weapon
of the early season, the
league’s fourth-ranked
power play, to take the 1-0
lead at 9:37 of the first as
Anton Blidh pushed a
point-blank rebound past a
sprawling Georgii Roman-
ov.

However, that lead
would prove to be fleet-
ing, as just six seconds lat-
er, T-Birds captain Chris
Wagner crashed the net to
nudge a backhand rebound
from Justin Carbonneau in
behind Spencer Martin at
9:43, tying the game.

With  neither team
generating much at even
strength into the midpoint
of the second, the Wolf
Pack’s scorching power
play fired the next punch
as Liam Greentree connect-
ed from the right circle at
12:01 of the middle period
to restore the Hartford lead,
2-1.

After surviving three

HUNDERBIRDS
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FALL ART from page 1

ning to explore art to those
who are well-established,”’
Salerno said.

The group holds art shows
and sales on four weekends
annually. The fall show also
featured a community art
project, in which Scantic Riv-
er Artisans and community
members, including students
from Minnechaug Regional
High School, each worked
on a five-by-seven-inch can-
vas on the theme “Reflective
Musings.” The resulting small
paintings, drawings, photos
and collages were sold for
$20 each to benefit Scantic
River Artisans scholarship
fund and programming.

Salerno enjoyed discuss-
ing her pottery with visitors
to the show. She pushes the
limits of clay in her work,
which is mostly hand-built
rather than thrown on a pot-
tery wheel.

Her love of texture—both
visual and tactile—makes
each of her nature-inspired

other Hartford power-play
chances, the T-Birds got
a man-up opportunity of
their own and quick-
ly evened the slate
as  Nathan
Walker
took a T.J.

Tynan pass at
the goal crease,
turned to his
forehand, and
shuffled it past Martin at
8:31 of the third to make it
2-2.

Unfortunately, much
like Springfield’s quick re-
sponse to the Blidh pow-
er-play goal in the first,
Hartford had a similar re-
sponse in the third as Glenn
Gawdin got a puck on his
backhand in the low slot
and flipped it through Ro-
manov’s blocker side, giv-
ing the Wolf Pack the 3-2
advantage at 9:55.

N 2
2f ‘;? “Metal Man,” Nan Hurlburt’s
" | portrait of fellow artist Brian
| McQuillan won first place
in the art show. McQuillan
crafted the metal frame.

Gawdin’s second point
of the night proved to be
enough, as Martin came up
with a huge save from the
net front on Dylan Peterson
in the closing minutes, and
Hartford then got insurance
on an empty-net finish from
Juuso Parssinen to wrap up
the scoring late.

The T-Birds’ homestand
continues on Friday and
Saturday as they take on
the Hershey Bears in back-
to-back contests at 7:05 and
6:05 p.m., respectively.

pieces unique.

Fellow potter Joe St.
John, retired from the Wil-
braham Post Office, is sim-
ilarly inspired by nature. He
displayed a wide variety of
functional, earth-toned piec-
es, some with unusual touch-
es such as a bowl with a han-
dle made from thick vines.

Local writer Howard
Odentz, author of best-sell-
ing young adult thrillers and
chillers with a little bit of
humor, brought his just pub-
lished book, “The Mouse
Who Broke the Sky,” to the
show.

Odentz’s book, an epic

highly textured pieces.

“Writing the book and
creating the images was a
four-year process,” Odentz
said. “The hardcover was de-
livered by UPS to my house
yesterday morning.”

Another member  of
Scantic River Artisans, metal
artist Brian McQuillan, has
found success since taking up
the craft about 15 years ago.

Railers comeback falls
short against Adirondack

WORCESTER - The
Worcester Railers HC (1-
4-0-0, 2 pts) visited the Ad-
irondack Thunder (2-1-0-0,
4 pts) on Friday evening at
Harding Mazzotti Arena in
Glens Falls, NY, falling 3-2
in regulation. This match-
up marked the first of eight
meetings between the two
teams during the 2026-27
regular season. The Rail-
ers are back in action at the
DCU Center at 10:05 a.m.
against Adirondack in their
annual School Day game.

The Railers and Thun-
der played a scoreless first
period, with both teams
looking to create opportu-
nities offensively. Worces-
ter recorded 11 shots on
goal, while Adirondack
finished the period with 12.
At 11:46, Jacob Graves was
called for hooking, send-
ing Worcester to the power
play. Adirondack success-
fully killed the penalty and
both goaltenders kept the
puck out of the net to send
the teams into the first inter-
mission tied 0-0. It was the
first game for the Railers
where both teams entered
the intermission scoreless.

Adirondack broke
through at 7:09 into the
second period when Jor-
dan Klimek (1st) scored
off assists from Tanner
Edwards and Jarret Lee
to give the Thunder a 1-0
lead. Edwards was called
for unsportsmanlike con-
duct during the goal cele-

L » vEr PRICES
T0 BOOST

YOUR BUDGET!

INFLATION

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

CENTER CUT PORK GHOPS
(1103111 —

His large sculpture of the
goddess Athena is outside the
Forbes Library in Northamp-
ton; others are in private col-
lections around the country.
“I’'m doing well and hav-
ing a blast,” McQuillan said.
McQuillan finds his in-
spiration in scrap metal that
he welds into intricate works
ranging from tabletop size to
monumental and ranging in
concept from realistic to fan-
tastic. He’s currently work-

novel for all ages inspired by
the war in Ukraine, is a de-
parture from his previous six
novels.

“I saw a photo of a young
Ukrainian girl in a broken
window, holding a rifle and it
stayed with me,” Odentz said.

Odentz’s friend, Karen
Burke, photographed hand-
crafted dolls from his exten-
sive international collection

bration, giving Worcester
a power-play opportunity.
Just 1:36 after the game’s
first goal, Tristan Ashbrook
(3rd) scored a shorthanded
goal at 8:45 left in the 2nd,
assisted by Patrick Gras-
so, to extend Adirondack’s
lead to 2-0. At 10:13, Caige
Sterzer and Jacob Graves
dropped the gloves and re-
ceived fighting majors.
Adirondack added to
its lead at 9:38 of the third
period when Jack Hanzel
(2nd) scored, assisted by
Shane Harper and Tristan
Ashbrook, making it 3-0.
Worcester continued to bat-
tle in a physical game that
featured several penalties
and fights. With time wind-
ing down, the Railers pulled
Parker Gahagen for an ex-
tra attacker, hoping to find a
goal and keep a glimmer of
hope alive. The move paid
off at 18:25, when S. Moses
(1st) scored his first ECHL
goal on the power play,
assisted by Micheal Suda
and Matt DeMelis, cutting
the deficit to 3-1. Amid the
ensuing flow of play, the
railers pulled the goalie
and scored again. DeMelis
(3rd) scored for the Railers
on a one-timer to turn what
was once a 3-0 game into a
3-2 game. Icing was called
against Adirondack with
four seconds remaining in
the game, but Worcester
failed to score on the ensu-
ing faceoff and fell by a 3-2

final on Friday night.
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Joe St. John displays his pottery.
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Turley photos by Patricia Sullivan
Scantic River Artisans President Laura
Salerno sold her pottery at the show and
won second place for her painting of a
moose. At right: Two of Laura Salerno’s

ing on a
swimming dragon.

He has a mini junkyard
behind his Hampden home
filled with metal flea market
finds and donations.

“People raid their grand-
father’s garage and leave me
shoeboxes full of old tools,”
McQuillan said. “I might
walk by something for years
when suddenly it looks like a
horse’s head. Then I'm off to
the races.”

Nan Hurlburt finds inspi-
ration for her Tangled Vine
jewelry in wine.

“I love wine and going to
vineyards,” Hurlburt said.

Her earrings, bracelets
and necklaces reflect the vi-
brant colors and sparkle of
wine and are named for wines
such as Dragonfly Reserve,
Sauternes and Angel’s Pour.

Artisans
awarded peer-judged prizes at
the close of the show on Oct.
25. Hurlburt won first place
for “Metal Man,” her portrait
of fellow artist Brian Mc-
Quillan. Laura Salerno won
second place for her painting
of a moose, “Matilda.” Susan
Superson’s painting, “Almost
Home,” took third place.

The next art show and
sale will be held in February
at Hampden’s new Town Hall
on Wilbraham Road.

“It’s a huge space!” Saler-
no said. “We’re excited to
have more room for exhibi-
tions.”

For  information  on
Scantic River Artisans, in-
cluding a schedule of upcom-
ing workshops, go to www.
scanticriverartisans.com.

Scantic River

Small works made by community members sold for $20 each.

Rummage Sale this Friday

WILBRAHAM - The an-
nual Rummage Sale spon-
sored by the St. Cecilia Wom-
en’s Club will be held Friday,
Nov. 6, 9 am. to 2 p.m., and
Saturday, Nov. 7, 8:30 a.m. -
Noon in the Saint Cecilia Par-
ish Center, 42 Main St., Wil-
braham. Gently used adult and
children’s clothing, household

items, linens, jewelry, toys,
puzzles, pictures. and seasonal
items, etc. will be sold at very
reasonable prices. Saturday
is bag day and a bag will be
provided to fill for a minimal
price. Looking forward to see-
ing you there. A great oppor-
tunity for some early holiday
shopping as well!

(
Find(it)in the

413.283.8393 e~ classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer ¢ www.turley.com
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Ludbrook completes Youth
Leadership Kokoda Trek

WILBRAHAM - In Oc-
tober, Cooper Ludbrook, for-
merly of Wilbraham, has suc-
cessfully achieved the Youth
Leadership Kokoda Trek in
Papua New Guinea.

The Kokoda Track is a 92-
mile journey accomplished
in 10 days. Sponsored by the
RSL, which are the Australian
Veterans Club, the hikers re-
trace the footpath of Australian
soldiers who fought the Japa-
nese in 1942 in the World War
II Kokoda Campaign.

The terrain consists of steep
mountain ridges, dense rain
forest and multiple river cross-
ings. Along the track, hikers
pass through villages where
they are welcomed by the local
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residents. Several war memori-
als are also along the path.

This trek had special
meaning to Cooper as his
great-grandfather and great-un-
cle both fought in the Kokoda
Campaign as young soldiers.
His great-uncle did not return.

11 high school juniors
along with their sponsors from
the state of New South Wales,
Australia were chosen to par-
ticipate.

Among his support were
Cooper’s parents, Carly and
Sean, along with his brothers,
Dylan and Travis. Cheering

him from this side of the pond
were his grandparents Dave
and Phyllis Ervin from Wilbra-

ham. Well done Cooper!

Submltted photos Phyllls Ervin

20 oae

Meet Cassie!

She is an 8-year-old Lab mix rescued from Texas
through Dakin. She loves daily hikes up Peaked
Mountain and swimming at Lunden Pond in Monson.
This picture is in the White Mountains, one her favorite
places to hike with Karen and Paul Fitzgerald

" PET OF THE MONTH )

ATTENTION
| READERS!

Send in your pet picture for our
“Pet of the Month” and receive a
FREE weekend get-away or
spa package for your pet
courtesy of Porter Road Pet Care.
Email your photos to:
jconrad@turley.com. Please include
your name and your pet’s name.

EVERY SUNDAY
HSWO”'?  BELCHERTOWN
Fersonaed . ppcK WALKS!

— behind the Police Dept. at 10 a.m.

- |
rdl All Ages And Breeds

Tﬂiniﬂg Welcome - $20 Each -
Weather Permitting

Every Wednesday Night at 5:30 p.m.

Non-Commital Obedience Socialization Group.
Find us at Belchertown State School in front of
Christopher Heights and Belchertown Day School.

WILBRAHAM GROUP HIKES!
Saturdays at 12:30 p.m.

All Ages and Breeds Welcome.
$20 Each - Weather Permitting.
Weekly locations will be announced
on our Facebook page.

413-246-0859 * AKC Certified

ELDOTC

East Longmeadow Dog
Obedience Training Club

Classes held at

546 Main Street, Hampden, MA
Classes held every Monday-Thursday evenings

Start Your
Puppy or Rescue
Off Right With
Obedience Training
at ELDOTC!

% Obedience Training -
Beginner to Utility

ety _45?1. -3

Facebook.com/eastlongmeadowdogobedience
For Information or to Register

Call (413) 355-0553

eastlongmeadowdogobedience.com
We Teach You How to Train Your Dog!

S 4

WILBRAHAM !
Animal Hospital _# [

Andrew R. Hersman, DVM
William D. Anderson, DVM
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM
Nicholas Schipper, DVM
Madison Harris, DVM
Lynn Dgetluck, DVM
Leah Guidry, DVM §

Caitlin Vaugh, DVM

\-

Wilbraham Animal Hospital
2424 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA
413.596.8395
wilbrahamanimalhospital.com

East Springfield Veterinary Hospital
525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA
413.739.6389 ¢ esvhospital.com
(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291)

Open Evenings & Saturdays

Porter Road Pet Care

road pg
<& (a o

141 Porter Road
East Longmeadow MA

413-525-3532

€ Day gare -

www.porterroadpetcare.com

e Day Care e SPA Services
e Boarding Available
Web Cams Bathing
Heated Haircuts
Large Maincures
Indoor/Outdoor
Accommodations
Playtime Available - Save $5
Fenced in on Daycare,
1/4 Acre Lot Grooming
or Boarding
Services

Limit 1 coupon per pet.
Expires 11/30/26

Transitioning Your Pets to Winter _

Winter means cold tem-
peratures, freezing rain, and
snow! As winter approaches,
there are some things you
should do to ensure your pet
is fully prepared for the cold
weather.

Ensure your pet gets
plenty of exercise

Winter still offers plenty
of opportunities for you and
your pet to enjoy the out-
doors. Take him out for a run
or a hike, visit the local park
together, or toss a Frisbee
or ball. Increased exercise

helps prevent injury. And just
like us winter means adding
extra layers like sweaters
and coats. Small dogs and
short haired dogs may need
one during the colder weath-
er.

Feed your pet more to
keep him warm

As it gets colder, pets need
more energy to stay warm.
Food generates body heat.
During winter, feed your
pet more food to ensure he
doesn’t get cold. But also
make sure he gets enough

exercise, so he doesn’t be-
come overweight. You should
also provide clean, fresh wa-
ter for him.

Keep him away from out-
door pests and snakes

As the temperatures turn
colder, some snakes pre-
pare for hibernation. They
can be very grumpy and bite
any pets they come across.
Learn about the snakes in
your region and know where
they are likely to be found so
you can keep your pets from
those areas. Pests like fleas

and ticks can still be around
even in the winter months.
Continue flea and tick pre-
vention year-round and each
time your pet comes indoors,
check him to

ensure he isn't [,
carrying any un-
desirable guests.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED!
CASH for:

* Machinist tools, power tools

& Snap on.
« Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.

Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks,
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewel-
ry, Toys, Games, coins, sterling,
Glassware, Silver-plated items,
watches, Musical instruments,
typewriters, sewing machines,
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns,
lamps, kitchenware, cookware,
knives, military, automotive, fire
department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware,
books, oil cans, advertising
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and
more.

Donald Roy
(860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns,  keyboards, vintage
electronics, jewelry, coins,
watches, military cameras,
sports memorabilia, art, ster-
ling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham
radio equipment, audio equip-
ment, toys, one item or entire
estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2**x*xx%] & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. OIL TANK REMOVAL.
Cheaper than dumpster fees and we do
all the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC

| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text
or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 or visit my
website at dannyselectricllc.com to
fill an online work request.

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic.
#14960A.
413-533-8867

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

i
¢

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN SERVICES. 30 years ex-
perience, replacement windows, painting,
patching, laminate flooring, carpet installa-
tion/repair, and storage solutions. Call/text
413-777-3376.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

HOME IMPROVEMENT

“Walker

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢

LAND CLEARING

HENRY’S LAND CLEARING INC.
Clearing and forestry mulching
for lot clearing, perimeter clearing,
1-5+ acres & stumping.
Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen &
Military Discounts

Call 413-279-1050

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice. Serving Palmer, Barre and surround-
ing area.

Call (508)867-2550

EARL’S PROFESSIONAL PAINTING.
No job too big or small. Specialzing in kitch-
en cabinet refinishing, ceilings, wall repair
and more. Fully insured, free esimates, low
rates. Call 413-544-4714.

RETIRED GUY
Will paint an average size room for $200.
Quality work. References available. Dave
413-323-6858.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

SNOWPLOWING

RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Service.
Wilbraham residential only Call or Text
now. Limited space available. 413-519-
5439

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates/fully
insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE
Everything from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and brush
chipping. Honest and Dependable. Fully
insured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount.

Call today for free estimate

(413)478-4212

Call us at 413.283.8393

The Town of Huntington is
seeking a PART-TIME
BUILDING INSPECTOR.
$16.50 to $17.34 per hour
based on qualifications.
Application and complete job description
are available online at
www.huntingtonma.us
or by emailing
admin@huntingtonma.us.
Applications are due by 11/19/2026.
Town of Huntington is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming
Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing
ISA Certified Arborist & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING
Grinding stumps of all sizes,
insured & certified.
Senior discounts.

Call Dave 413-478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
We do what others don't.

We grind stumps of any size, provide
cleanup and add loam and seed.
Certified & Fully Insured.

Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

WEST HIGHLAND WHITE TERRIER
PUPPIES. AKC Reg. Males and females,
Great family pets, good with children. First
vaccination, ready 11/20. taking deposits,
413-596-8190

SKILLED RELIABLE WORKER for
Home Improvement. $18 to $35 per
hour depending on skills. Full or part-time,
must be local and have reliable transporta-
tion to Belchertown.
Call/text
Todd “Hoot the Handyman LLC”
413-636-9181.

The TOWN OF HARDWICK is seeking
applicants for the following positions:

¢ Wastewater Treatment
Plant Operator
* Truck Driver/ Laborer
¢ Youth Center Support Person
¢ Van Driver

Please go to
https://www.hardwick-ma.gov
for more details.

Read your local
newspaper online at
www.newspapers.turley.com

MONEY MAKER

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

Framing * Drywall «
A Gall We Haul Painting * & more!
FAST REMOVAL
Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts. .
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936 (413) 687-5552
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED \ /
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
21 Btonse | 22 Btmo| 23 Btne| 24 Y
2% waspice | 26 mespia | 27 Bassris| 28 Bass prics
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Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = §
Credit Card: d MasterCard QVISA d Discover d Cash d Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cw
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

et
GROOKFIELD

BROOKFELD

BRINFEELD

STURBRIDGE

- M

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

We seek an energetic, enthusiastic,
and well-organized person
for the position of
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/
CLERICAL PART-TIME.
This is a part-time position of 20 to 25
hours per week at $680, depending on
Workload. Need to be detail-oriented,
possess good customer service skills,
some cash & items handling skills.
Apply Email:
wowwhunn@outlook.com

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling
brook, |-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths,
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch, beach rights. Enjoy na-
ture trails, very quiet private area. Bernice
Stone 774-262-6667.

HILLSIDE VILLAGE
APARTMENTS

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO
AND THREE BEDROOM
APARTMENTS

*Heat and hot water included
*Ample Closets

*Fully Applianced
*Community Room

sLaundry Facilities

*Cats Welcome

*Extra Storage

*24 Hour Maintenance

For Information call
(413)967-7755 EHO

17 Convent Hill,
Ware, MA

EQUAL HOUSING (H'

OPPORTUNITY

|_FOR RENT
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.
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BREAST CANCER

from page 1

ney, and more.

“I endured. I'm strong,
I relied on my faith and my
friends, but there were times
I was crying. When 1 was
asking, why me? When life
wasn’t great,” Puppolo said.

However, Puppolo did
not let this tear her down and
led her to begin her journey
of soul-searching. Since her
diagnosis, she has attended
multiple Breast Cancer Re-
treats.

There, she was able to
have fun while making life-
long friends that she referred
to as her “Pink Sisters,” even
going as far as walking a
Runway Show in New York
alongside them.

Puppolo described letting
loose and dancing across the
runway in a beautiful pink
dress, carrying a sense of
pride.

“I did it for my ancestors. |
did it for my mom, I did it for
my aunts who passed away
from Breast Cancer. I did it

Town of Hampden
Zoning Board of Appeals
Notice of Public Hearing

The Hampden Zoning Board
of Appeals will hold a Public
Hearing on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 24, 2026 at 6 PM in the
Town Hall, 85 Wilbraham Road,
Hampden, MA, for those inter-
ested in the petition of the Town
of Hampden for a Special Permit
or Variance for setback require-
ments under Section 7, Table 7.2
of the Zoning Bylaw for the con-
struction of the proposed four-
bay garage addition to the Fire
Station located at 19 North Road.
The petition and related materi-
als are on file in the Town Clerk’s
office and may be viewed during
normal business hours.

For the Board,
L. Jed Berliner, Chair
Zoning Board of Appeals.
11/05, 11/12/2026

for all my relatives, friends,
everybody. I just let loose,”
Puppolo said.

Puppolo credited these
retreat experiences as high-
ly supportive and healing for
her.

“For someone like my-
self that needs community,
I need the support. I need to
talk about what I'm going
through. Yes, it sucks to have
Breast Cancer — it’s a night-
mare. But there is a commu-
nity,” Puppolo said.

Along the way, inspiration
to write the memoir sparked.
When asked why Puppolo
wanted to share her self-dis-
covery story with the world,
she said writing the book
was healing for her and she
wanted to help others going
through the same experience.

One piece of advice Pup-
polo had for the community
was this.

“Get tested, make a phone
call for a mammogram ap-
pointment. Don’t hesitate.
You know, one in eight wom-
en in their lifetime are diag-
nosed with Breast Cancer.

One in eight, that’s a pretty
significant number. So just be
proactive, be your own best
advocate, keep fighting,” Pup-
polo said.

Outside of advocating for
Breast Cancer Awareness,
Puppolo currently works at
the Hampden County’s Sher-
iff’s Office. Her free time
is spent writing children’s
books, dancing and at the li-
brary. Puppolo truly brings an
empowering story to share to
the community.

For more information,
please contact mariapup@
yahoo.com. Events like these
highlight the importance of

spreading awareness and
resources within the commu-
nity. Harter expressed this.

“Libraries are the center
of a town and community. It’s
so important that we repre-
sent everybody in our town.
We have programs for all ages
and everybody is welcome
with no cost,” Harter said.

Other upcoming events
hosted by the WPL can be
found on their website or in
their newsletters.

PUBLIC NOTICES W

Tuesday, November 10, 2026,
at 6:30 P.M. in the Town Office
Building, Select Board’s Meeting
Room, 240 Springfield Street, for
the purpose of explaining, and
soliciting comments relevant to,
the establishment of the property
tax rate for fiscal year 2027. The
hearing will be conducted in ac-
cordance with the Massachusetts
General Laws, Chapter 30A,
Sections 18-25. Residents may
comment relative to the adop-

tion of the tax levy percentages
required by Massachusetts Gen-
eral Laws, Chapter 40, Section
56, as amended. Anyone wishing
to testify or comment should par-
ticipate, virtually or in person, at
the hearing at the time and date
noted above.
WILBRAHAM
SELECT BOARD
10/29, 11/05/2026

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

Jeffrey P. Green, Sr.

1944 - 2026

MONSON - Jeffrey P.
Green, Sr., 82,

SCAR fan, Jeff also loved
Stafford  Mo-

died peacefully
on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 21, 2026,
surrounded by
his loved ones at
Baystate Medi-
cal Center. Jeff
was born in New
Bedford, MA to
the late Robert
and Jeannette
“Ginger” Sullivan. At 1 year
old, his father was killed in
Normandy, during World
War II and buried over-
seas in Holland. When Jeff
was four, his mom married
Harold Green, who adopt-
ed Jeff. His love of horses
started at 9 years old, when
his parents got him a pony
for the summer and he rode
on the beaches of Misqua-
micut.

Jeff retired from Hamp-
den Engineering after many
years of service. He was
prominent in the horse
world, earning a ‘“Register
of Merit” with his palo-
mino Leotion. Jeff was al-
ways ready to help “horse
people” or kids get started
in horsemanship and 4H.
Like Terry Ferrara, who he
helped start showing hors-
es. Also, his younger cousin
Maureen (Flynn) Strycharz
got a pony from Jeff every
summer and he would take
her trail riding and to horse
sales.

Jeff had a quick wit and
“Irishy” humor that always
made everyone laugh. He
was a dog lover and had
many over the years; Pete,
Weaze, Kit and Frankie, to
name a few. An avid NA-

tor Speedway,
friendships and
family.

Jeff was pre-
deceased by his
first wife Laura
Paul and his son
Jeffrey P. Green,
Jr. He will be
sadly  missed
by his beloved
wife of over 30 years Ter-
ry Worthley, son Rick and
his wife Marcia of Hamp-
den, brother Buddy Green
of Hampden, sister Carole
Carey and her husband Jim,
six grandchildren; Lindsay,
Kelsey, Kylee, Anthony
Michael and Allie and four
great grandchildren; Rayna
Helen, Ella Mae, Wyatt Mi-
chael and Zaden. Jeff also
leaves dear friends April
and Pete Laviolette of NC,
Becky Schofield of Mon-
son, Larry Keyes of Wales,
Lee Hylton of Springfield,
the entire Flynn family of
Hampden and his cousins
Maureen Strycharz and
Colleen Westberg and her
husband Paul.

Visitation will be held
on Thursday, November 5
from 2 to 4 p.m. at Wilbra-
ham Funeral Home, 2551
Boston Rd., Wilbraham.
Jeff will be interred, next to
his wife Lori, on Friday at
12:00 Noon in Old Ceme-
tery, Chapin Rd. in Hamp-
den.

Jeff’s family would like
to sincerely thank the staff
at Baystate Medical Center
ICU for the exceptional care
they provided to Jeff.

wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com
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OBITUARY B

Wilbraham-Hampden Times

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types
of obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice
listing the name of
deceased, date of death
and funeral date
and place.

The other is a
Paid Obituary,
costing $275, which
allows families to
publish extended death
notice information of
their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500
words) and may include
a photograph.

Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only
when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family
PUBLIC HEARING: public notice web site to search all notices in Bench 3 M C Desien Work
TAX CLASSIFICATION MassaChusettS neWSpaperS. encnes tatues onuments ustom esign or

Cleaning ** Markers  Vases
Granite Signs

Plot Maintenance ** Bronze Plaques
On-Site Lettering “* Restorations “* Cemetery Signage

201 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056
www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com “ 413-589-7564

(Posted October 20, 2026)
The hearing will begin at
6:30 PM, November 10, 2026
The Wilbraham Select Board
will hold a public hearing on

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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Publications, Inc. o onson,
Joseph & Audrey Jones, South Hadley
Turley Publications | Baby's Name: -
would like to | Birthdate:
help you show off o 65 66 57 68
the newest Parents’ Names:
69 70
member of - -
; Parents’ Town of Residence:
your family Grandoarents’ Names & Tonm of Residence CLUES ACROSS psychologist CLUES DOWN 30, Start anew
this Christmas... P : 1. Spiritual leaders 41, Endured 1. Animal disease 32. Wild flower
7. Containing salt 43. Servant 2. Commercial 35. Fourteen

37. Graphical user interface
38. Facing the same way
39. Campaigns

42. Touch lightly

43. “Boardwalk Empire”

13. Fortified wine 44, You can get stuck in
14. Edible mollusk one

16. Blood type 45. __ and feather

17. Make a comparison 47. Passive optical network
19. Government lawyer 48. French ballet dynasty

3. Craft supplies

4, Containers

5. Away to save for your
golden years

6. Common Arabic

Mail to: 20. “Game of Thrones” 51. Employee stock greeting actress Gretchen
Turley Publications actor Ciaran ownership plan 7. Bulged downward 46. Violent seizure of
24 Water Street Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only) 22. 8th month of the year ~ 53. Forming a bottom layer 8. Acquired brain injury property
Palmer, MA 01069 (abbr.) 55. Sound 9. Lay about 47. One who supports the
Attn: Jamie Joslyn Please check the newspaper 23. Very willing 56. Yankees slugger Judge  10. Intestinal Pope.
Include a self addressed/ you would like your announcement to appear. 25. __ex machina 98. Dickens character 11. Not yes 49. Malaise
26. Satisfies 59. Beloved late 12. In a way, pleased 50. Body fluid

stamped envelope
if you would like
the picture returned or
email photo to:
jamie@turley.com
with subject line:
BABY'S FIRST.

This offer is available to
all babies born in 2026.
Pictures will be
published the week of
December 23-25, 2026.

U

Agawam Advertiser
News

Barre Gazzette
Chicopee Register
Country Journal
The Holyoke Sun
Journal Register

oooodo

Deadline for photos and forms is
Thursday, December 4, 2026

Quaboag Current
The Register
Sentinel

Town Reminder
Ware River News
The Wilbraham-
Hampden Times

codood

28. New Zealand mountain

29. A doctrine

30. Popular Dodge truck
model

31. Dekagram

33. Naturally occurring
solid material

34. Company higher-up

36. Villains

38. Cricket frog genus

40. Influential early

sportscaster Craig

60. “The Mount Rushmore
State”

61. Sarcastic and critical

64. Atomic #79

65. Longtime Atlanta
Braves pitcher

67. Humor

69. Shawl

13. Messianic figure in
Islam

15. Resulting from intense
conviction

18. Notin

21. Number above the line
in a fraction

24, Lawn pest

26. Pouch

70. Preliminary assessment  27. Ancient language

of patients

(abbr.)

52. Inauthentic person

54. Title of respect

55. Moth genus

57. Central Japan city

59. Silk garment

62. Draw from

63. Automobile

66. A male

68. Powerful government
lawyer
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 EXTERIORS - ﬁ

Let’ Replace
That Old Bulkhead.

A rusted, damaged, or leaking bulkhead door can lead to water intrusion, security
concerns, and diminished curb appeal. Upgrade to a new Bilco® basement door
and enjoy reliable protection, smooth operation, and a clean, finished look that
complements your home.

Built to withstand New England weather. Installed by local carpenters.

METE AR R LR P i Py S A <R
LOCAL.

FAMILY-OWNED.
IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.

OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES

<1

otld - HOMETOWN GOGREEN

HOME PERFORMANCE
= EXTERIORS -

FOAM - FIBERGLASS « CELLULOSE

OF WESTERN MASS

413-485-7335 413-417-8787 413-417-8800 866-463-6261

BELCHERTOWN = WESTFIELD = ADAMS





