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SB appoints new
town accountant

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Se-
lectboard has appointed
Julia O’Connor as the new
town accountant.

She will be succeeding
Elise Diemand.

Chair John Flynn ex-
plained Diemand gave her
notice, but “has been terrif-
ic in staying on and helping
us doing two jobs at the
same time.”

“We advertised for it.
We had two applicants and
with the committee tied
two-two, so we thought it’d
be best to bring them to the
Selectboard,” Flynn said.
“So, we invited both appli-
cants.”

Flynn added the other
candidate for the position
“was not willing to appear
for questions,” so the inter-
view was with only O’Con-
nor.

O’Connor shared she
has worked at MassMutu-
al and was in corporate fi-
nance for 13 years.

“So, I do not have a
background in municipal

accounting, but I do think
that I am a quick learner
and I do like to investigate
things and really under-
stand what I'm working

n,” O’Connor said. “So,
I think given the opportu-
nity, I think I could do the
job of what was requested.
I did speak to Elise briefly
during the interview. She
said she had left some doc-
umentation and put things
in Excel. I'm very profi-
cient in Excel.”

She has also served on
several boards as treasurer
including the Wilbraham
Children’s Museum and
Green Meadows Elementa-
ry School.

“So while that’s not
large amount of money as
Hampden, I have recon-
ciled those bank statements

and monthly activity,”’
O’Connor said.
Selectboard  Member

Erik  Vanderleeden
asked her this question.
“If we were to call your
manager at MassMutu-
al, what do you think they

also

Please see

ACCOUNTANT, page 2
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Knights of Columbus GOIIIIGII 10195

.

Turley photos by Harold Anderson
Here are the Knights and Teen
Volunteers in a group photo.

By Harold Anderson
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - The
Knights of Columbus Council
10195 hosted their annual dinner
at the parish hall at St. Cecilia’s

(L-R) Knight Joe Selva
(W|Ibraham) and Knight George
| Flanagan (East Longmeadow) as

¥ , the cooks for the event.

Church in Wilbraham on Oct. 17 to ben-
efit the important work that the Commu-
nity Survival Center in Indian Orchard
has provided for 45 years.

The Center serves Ludlow, Wilbra-
ham, Hampden, 16 Acres of Springfield
and Indian Orchard, noted Krystal Tur-
cotte, who has been the Executive Di-
rector of the Community Survival Cen-
ter for a little over one year.

Please see KOC, page 15

Select Board receives update on Broadband Committee

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The Se-
lect Board received an update
on the Broadband Committee
during their Oct. 19 meeting.

Broadband ~ Committee
Chair Mat Nelson explained

he met with Select Board Vice

ing due—and that the Broad- there at one point maybe is One suggestion was “me-

Chair Sue Bunnell and Town
Administrator Nick Breault
recently.

“She expressed to me
thoughts in general about
what’s going on and how
there’s financial pressures
obviously in the town for oth-
er things that we’re going to
need to pay for—they’re com-

band Committee—there was
talk of it being dissolved,”
Nelson said.

Nelson said the committee
met the prior Thursday, fully
understood what was going
on and nobody disagreed
“with the premise of where
we are.”

“The opportunity that was

not there right now,” Nelson
said. “The general percep-
tion, I guess, at this point, of
the Broadband Committee is
while they, as a group,—me
and myself included—under-
stand where we are, I think
there might be something to
consider other than dissolving
the Broadband Committee.”

tering down the activity” by
meeting every quarter “as
opposed to what we’re doing
now, with the full understand-
ing that what we’re producing
is not necessarily something
for immediate consumption
and action by the town.”

“But more along the lines
of monitoring what’s going

on around us, monitoring
what opportunities may exist
down the road and, basically,
keeping the ball rolling albeit
be much, much slower,” Nel-
son said.

One concern a couple of
the members brought up, he
added, was if the committee

Please see UPDATE, page 9

Sara Hall
wins Big E
competition

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM -
Sara Hall, a resident of
Wilbraham, won this
year’s Creative Arts De-
partment Cake Decorat-
ing Competition at The
Big E.

Hall secured first
place and the People’s
Choice Award in the
Sept. 24 competition
that featured Celebrity
Judge Sandra Lee. Alli-
son Henry, owner of The
Sugar Chalet in Wilbra-
ham, was also one of this
year’s judges and had
won last year’s competi-
tion, securing first place
as well.

Hall is the owner of
Sara Hall Cake, which
specializes in custom cakes
and handcrafted toppers.
She previously worked in

A close-up shot of the
chicken cake.

Sara Hall took first place in the Creative Arts Department Cake
Decorating Competition at The Big E. Also pictured are Amy
Despatie who was the second-place winner and the third-
place winner Alyssa Woodbury.

fine dining, luxury hotels
and boutique bakeries in
New York, Chicago, LA and
Las Vegas before coming to
Massachusetts and settling in

Wilbraham.
the second year The Big E

Please see WINNER, page 5

Photos courtesy of Mark Hall

Hall explained this was

Church celebrates
100-year anniversary

By Harold Anderson
Correspondent

HAMPDEN - The Feder-
ated Community Church of
Hampden on Main St. was the
site for a grand celebration
event on Sunday, Oct. 18 to
honor the 100-year anniver-
sary of the federation of the
Methodist and Congregation-
al Churches in town becoming
The Community Church of
Hampden in 1926.

They adopted their current
name in 1930.

Under blue, sunny skies,
church congregants, joined by
some of their former pastors,
representatives from the UCC
(United Church of Christ) and
other local area churches gath-
ered with family and friends
to celebrate the day together
and reflect on the history of
the church in the community.

At their 10 a.m. service
that morning, Pastor Rev. Eu-
nji Lee, who has been with the
church since July 2025, noted
in her sermon how she felt
humbled as she watched the

Photo courtesy of Eunji Lee
Pastor Rev. Eunji Lee reading
the sermon at the service.

preparations for today’s event
develop and read prayers
shared by their former pastors.

“I was given a glimpse
of how deeply this church
has been loved and cared for
over the years....I see the
people who have been part of
this church through so many
seasons of its life,” Lee said.
“I am reminded that this is
the body of Christ, and I am
grateful that God has brought

Please see GHURCH, page 9
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School Committee app

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The
School Committee unani-
mously approved changes to
the regional agreement during
its Oct. 22 meeting.

The changes and amend-
ments to the draft will now go
before both communities for
a vote during the Oct. 26 Spe-
cial Town Meeting in Hamp-
den and the Nov. 9 Special
Town Meeting in Wilbraham.

The Times will have more
about the STM vote decisions
in upcoming editions.

Superintendent Dr. John
Provost explained that in the
months and weeks since the
School Committee last re-
viewed the regional agree-
ment, “there’s been addi-
tional conversation between
the towns and there’s been
additional ~ communication
between the district and the
Department of Education.”

Provost broke down the fi-
nal changes to the committee.

“In section 1, A1, there’s
an addition to the agreement
that gives the current weight-
ing of the School Committee
votes. That’s based on feed-
back that we got from the De-

partment of Education saying
that the agreement addresses
how votes are weighted in the
future, but it doesn’t address
the current weights of the
vote,” Provost said. “So, this
is the exact same methodol-
ogy that is described in the
future, so we just apply that.
It’s actually the methodology
that’s currently in place, so
just being very explicit about
that.”

In section 3, D1, Provost
said they were advised to re-
move the words “within the
district.”

“Because it implied that
no student would ever be ed-
ucated outside of the district,
which has implications for
students with disabilities and
also students attending voca-
tional schools,” Provost said.

For section 3G, the change
is “to add the words at Seatek,
LPVEC or,” which would “in-
dicate what our own local vo-
cational technical education
school is.”

“In 4C, this is a little bit
more of a substantive change.
We had put some language
in—as you recall—in or-
der to try to future-proof the
agreement so that the leases
could change over time and
the agreement wouldn’t have
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roves regional agreement

to be changed every time the
lease is changed,” Provost
said. “However, the regula-
tions around regional agree-
ments say that you need to
specify what’s going to be
assessed, and so we put some
language in here that’s slight-
ly revised that says, ‘We are

going to assess based on what

EED)

the leases say.

In section 10, Provost not-
ed two changes.

“One, we tried to do a dil-
igent search to replace all of
the ‘Board of Selectmen’ with
‘Select Boards’ but one got
through and that was noticed

just towards the end. So, that
is changed as well,” Provost
said. “And then, at the very
last moment, a citizen noted
to us that there was a state-
ment in the current agreement
that locks in the payment ra-
tio for debt at the time that
School Committee authoriz-

changes

es the debt which is actually
very helpful in it. It allows for
planning in the district and for
the towns in the future instead
of having the debt obligations
float from year to year, and
that had been inadvertently
dropped in the final version.
So, that language is added
back to section 10.”

Provost also announced
that the night before, the Of-
fice of Regional Governments
informed the district that the
Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education’s
legal side reviewed the lan-
guage, the language of the
regional agreement and the
language of the amendment.

“It approves them both and
will be willing to recommend
this to the commissioner for
his signature upon approval
bu the School Committee in
the two towns,” Provost said.
“So, I would recommend this
to you for your approval to-
night.”

After School Committee
member Sean Kennedy pre-
sented the motion and it was
seconded by Vice Chair Dr.
Michael Tirabassi, the chang-
es and then the amendments
were approved without fur-
ther questions or discussion.

Wilbraham residents invited to hear
Building Utilization Committee findings

Important public
presentation to
the Wilbraham
Select Board

WILBRAHAM — The
Wilbraham Building Utili-
zation Committee invites all
citizens to an important pub-
lic presentation of its findings
before the Wilbraham Select
Board on Monday, Nov. 16,
at 6 p.m., at The Senior Cen-
ter.

The Wilbraham Building
Utilization Committee was
formed in April 2025 to con-
duct a comprehensive review

in Wilbraham. Its work is
important to the entire com-
munity because these public
facilities support town ser-
vices, programs, employees,
and residents—and decisions
about their use will have last-
ing operational and financial
effects.

After examining the
condition, current use, ca-
pacity, and future needs of
the town’s full municipal
building portfolio, the com-
mittee will present its find-
ings and key considerations
to the Select Board. This
presentation gives residents
an important opportunity to
understand the committee’s

formed about choices that
may shape Wilbraham for
years to come.

As an advisory body, the
Building Utilization Com-
mittee will provide its find-
ings and recommendations
to help inform the public dis-
cussion. Any final authority
and decisions remain with
the Wilbraham Select Board
and, ultimately, with the citi-
zens of the community.

YOUR COMMUNI-
TY. YOUR BUILDINGS.
Residents are strongly encour-
aged to attend this important
community conversation.

Agenda information will
be made available by the

Age & Dementia Friendly Wilbraham
to host ‘A Toast to Memories’

Wine tasting
fundraiser on Nov. 6

WILBRAHAM — Age
& Dementia Friendly Wil-
braham is inviting the com-
munity to an evening of con-
nection, remembrance, and
support. “A Toast to Memo-
ries” wine tasting fundraiser
will take place on Friday, No-
vember 6 from 5-7 p.m. at the
Wilbraham Senior Center.

Held in recognition of Na-
tional Alzheimer’s Disease
Awareness Month, this event
is designed to bring people to-

gether for an evening of mak-
ing new memories while sup-
porting friends and neighbors
living with dementia. Thanks
to support from Country
Bank and The Guilty Grape,
guests can look forward to
wine pairings and raffles, as
well as special guest speak-
ers. Tickets are available for
purchase online at https:/
square.link/u/J9HuODpP, or
in-person at The Wilbraham
Senior Center.

“This event is a meaning-
ful way to gather together as a
community, raise awareness,
and support those affected by

dementia,” said Katie Krup-
ka, a representative from Age
& Dementia Friendly Wilbra-
ham. “We hope attendees will
enjoy a warm and welcoming
evening to support an increas-
ingly important cause.” All
funds raised will support the
ongoing work of Age & De-
mentia Friendly Wilbraham.
For more information,
please contact: Katie Krup-
ka, Director of Placement and
Aging Services, Assisted Liv-
ing Locators - Western MA &
Northern CT, 413-329-6730
(Text Friendly); atiek @assist-
edlivinglocators.com

of all municipal buildings work firsthand and stay in- Town of Wilbraham.
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O’Connor replied this.

“I think they would speak
pretty highly of me. [ am a

Via

> Saturday, Oct. 31

PETER
NEWLAND
with Special
Guest
ERICA
STEEKAMP
from London,

\England
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ASK ABOUT HAVING YOUR SPECIAL EVENT WITH US!

Friday, Oct. 30 - FLOYD PATTERSON
Saturday, Nov. 7 - CHARLIE BONGIOVI
Friday, Nov. 13 -

Saturday, Nov. 14 - BAIRD SOULS
Friday, Nov. 20 - FREDDIE MARION
Saturday, Nov. 21 - ATOA RIPLEY
Wednesday, Nov. 25 - BRAD SHEPARD
Friday, Nov. 27 - FLOYD PATTERSON
Saturday, Nov. 28 - CHARLIE BONGIOVI

2133 Boston Rd., Wilbraham
413.271.1208
Reservations Recommended

Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm
Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm
Sun. 12-8pm

Join us for
wonderful
Italian
Cuisine
and enjoy

Live Music
too!

LUTHER

TR E E S

OBINSON

R

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

ERVICE

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 « office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net

would like what they have to
say.”

On Vanderleeden’s next
question on understanding the
laws and regulations finan-
cially, O’Connor said “I think
I could understand it.”

“Like I said, I do enjoy
trying to figure things out, so
I wouldn’t back down from
that,” O’Connor said.

Selectboard Member
Don Davenport shared his
thoughts next.

“I think you’re qualified,
but my concern is the dif-
ference between municipal
finance and the corporate. I
don’t know how to reconcile
that,” Davenport said.

Flynn noted that Diemand
mentioned in the interviews
that she herself came in with
no municipal accounting
background “and was able

3

75 Post Office Park

Wilbraham
413-675-7570

www.mypoportho.com

help shadow whoever enters
the role next.

Town Administrator Bri-
an Domina mentioned DGS
“has a tremendous amount of
training material online.”

“They’ve been very help-
ful. Local reps have been very
helpful and it’s just getting up
to speed as coming and being
available,” Domina said. “The
auditors were very helpful for
Elise as well.”

Davenport said this.

“The town municipal
work is kind of cyclical in a
way. Busy periods and slow
periods. What do you plan to
do in the slow periods?” Dav-
enport said.

O’Connor said, “if there’s
improvements that can be
made or documentation that
could be done or just learning
something else to understand

Start your smile journey today!
Scan to book a complimentary consult.

9,
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kind of courses or anything
in financial or accounting?”’
Davenport said.

She replied she had in-
cluding a “minor-like CFA
training” and  additional
courses like economics and
macroeconomics. Also, she’s
in Hampden all the time, in-
cluding being a regular visitor
to the library.

Flynn said he was one of
the people on the committee
who voted in favor of O’Con-
nor and “thought she would
do a fine job for the town of
Hampden and I would sup-
port her application.”

After Vanderleeden
agreed, he made a motion to
appoint O’Connor to town
accountant through June
30,2027, which was unani-
mously approved.

<2
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Dr. Ana Serrenho

100% locally owned and operated

NO REFERRAL NEEDED
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PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

IF YOUR ANSWER IS YES
T0 FOUR OR MORE OF
THESE QUESTIONS, GET OFF
YOUR BUTT AND VOTE
FOR NADIA MILLERON.

Are you sick and tired of health insurance companies
denying or delaying your treatments and claims

As prices go higher and higher, should your household
income be free of federal income taxes up to $100,000.00

N

Do we need to get the millions and millions of corporate
PAC money out of our political system

o
"0 Y v

Should we invest our tax dollars here in western
Massachusetts and in solving America’s problems,
not in endless foreign wars

'P
v

Do you believe the pursuit of Life, Liberty and Happiness
applies to all of us, not just the rich elite

o
0

Should we cap runaway rent increases, and make
housing more affordable by banning corporate land
speculators from buying up our neighborhoods

o
v

Do we need more doctors in western Massachusetts
so you can get appointments and see specialists
when you need them

o~
Vv

Do you support a woman'’s right to make her own health
care decisions

‘v

Should we make our medicines here in western
Massachusetts so we aren’t dependent on foreign
drug manufacturers and supply lines, as happened
during COVID shortages

‘v

-
o
‘v

Do you believe there should be term limits in Congress

Do we need to stop our elected officials and their families
from enriching themselves at taxpayer expense
while in office

—t
—
‘v

12 Has Richard Neal been in Congress too long and is he
® unresponsive to people in western Massachusetts

‘v

Do you believe both major political parties are broken ,
13. and that we should elect more Independents who aren’t °
under their control

Congress needs a big shake-up. And it's not going to happen if we keep
re-electing people who've been there since the 1980s. There’'s no mistaking where
Nadia Milleron stands on the issues. And if you stand where she stands, make
your voice heard on Tuesday. Get to your polling place and vote to take your
government back from the career politicians who have ruined it.

NADIA MILLERON

——— I[NDEPENDENT —/—/—/—/—/—

FOR CONGRESS

NadiaforCongress.com

PAID FOR BY NADIA FOR CONGRESS

Page 3
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= Tree Removal
= Structural Pruning
= Crane Service

= Storm Damage

= Stump Grinding

= Lot Clearing

Give us a call today
for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by
a ISA certified arborist &4
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Hampden Theatre Guild is holding
auditions for ‘Barefoot in the Park’

HAMPDEN - “Barefoot
in the Park” by Neil Simon
is a romantic comedy about
the chaotic first days of mar-
riage for a young couple
with opposite personalities.

Auditions will be held on
Thursday Oct. 29 from 6:30
to 8:30 pm. at the Hamp-
den Town Hall, the former
Thornton Burgess School,
85 Wilbraham Rd., Hamp-
den, MA.

Synopsis:

Corie and Paul Brat-
ter are a newlywed couple.
For their first home, they
live in an apartment on the
top floor of a brownstone
in New York City. Corie is
optimistic about their future

together, while Paul, the
more anxious and ground-
ed half of the couple, wor-
ries about the various flaws
in the apartment, such as
a hole in the skylight, their
leaky closet, and the lack
of a bathtub. Shortly after
moving in, Corie attempts to
set her mother up with their
eccentric neighbor Mr. Ve-
lasco. During the course of
four days, the couple learns
to live together while fac-
ing the usual daily ups-and-
downs. Corie wants Paul to
become more easy-going:
for example, to run ‘“bare-
foot in the park”.

All roles open.

Corie Bratter: (20’s- ear-

ly 30’s)A vibrant, romantic,
and adventurous free spirit
who loves spontaneity.

Paul Bratter: (25- early
30’s) Corie’s new husband,
a conservative, cautious, and
straight-laced lawyer.

Ethel Banks: (45-early
60’s) Corie’s proper, tradi-
tional, and widowed mother.

Victor Velasco: (50-65)
The eccentric, bohemian
attic neighbor who lives up-
stairs.

Telephone  Repairman:
(40-60’s) A weary man who
struggles with the apart-
ment’s fifth-floor climb.

If you have questions,
please contact Margie Seco-
ra at 310-210-6705.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

Rummage Sale,
Nov. 6 & 7

WILBRAHAM - The
annual Rummage Sale spon-
sored by the St. Cecilia Wom-
en’s Club will be held Friday,
Nov. 6, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., and
Saturday, Nov. 7, 8:30 a.m.
- Noon in the Saint Cecil-
ia Parish Center, 42 Main
St., Wilbraham. Gently used
adult and children’s clothing,
household items, linens, jew-
elry, toys, puzzles, pictures.
and seasonal items, etc. will
be sold at very reasonable
prices. Saturday is bag day
and a bag will be provided
to fill for a minimal price.
Looking forward to seeing
you there. A great opportu-
nity for some early holiday
shopping as well!

Town of Wilbraham to host
Veterans Day Breakfast

WILBRAHAM - The
town of Wilbraham will hold
their annual Veterans Day
Breakfast on Friday, Nov. 6.

This event is free and
Veterans, Active Service
Members, Surviving Spous-
es and a guest are welcome
to attend.

When: Friday, Nov. 6 at 8

a.m.

Where: Wilbraham Se-
nior Center, 250 Springfield
Street

Breakfast is sponsored by
the GFWC Wilbraham Ju-
nior Women’s Club.

To register and for more
information, call (413)596-
8379.

Halloween Night Party

HAMPDEN - The Hamp-
den Free Public Library will
be hosting their Halloween
Night Party for grades five
through 12 on Friday,

Oct. 30 from 6 to 8
p-m.

There will be
a Costume Con-
test, Mummy
Challenge, video
games and candy.

Join us for music, pizza and
prizes too.

Sign up at tinyurl.com/
HPLHalloween2026.

WINNER from page 1

held the contest and she was
among five contestants com-
peting, with two themes to
choose from: America’s 250th
and “Unexpect Everything.”

“Basically, you had about
two hours. You could have
your cake kind of ready, put
together, but you had two
hours to decorate it in front of
the audience and it had special
size requirements. So, it had
to have two tiers. The bottom
half had to be a 10-inch cake
by four inches high and the
top had to be six inch by four
inch at least,” Hall said.

Her cake was a chicken
cake, inspired by one of the
chickens she currently owns
named Ghost. The chicken
was clad with a straw hat and
each feather hand cut from
edible paper and meticulously
placed to mimic the appear-
ance of a live chicken with a
bundle of feathers.

The chicken’s tail-end had
read “Guess What?” while a
fondant speech bubble beside
the bird’s head read “Chick-
en butt!”, a nod to the classic
joke, “Guess what? Chicken
butt!”

“I always wanted to make
a chicken cake and this was
a great chance because it’s
very unexpected to find a cake
that looked like a chicken. I
thought that’d be something
fun and challenging,” Hall
said. “I think people liked it.
It went well.”

Hall was inspired to par-
ticipate when she saw infor-
mation online and looked into
it. Seeing an opportunity, she
went for it.

“I just saw it was avail-
able. It wasn’t overly expen-
sive, to be honest, so for me it
was like, ‘oh why not?’ and it
worked out for me,” Hall said.

Her favorite part of the
competition was the chal-
lenge, and of course enjoying
The Big E itself.

“I like a challenge and for
me that’s fun. I didn’t really
have time to look up at the
audience, but I could hear
all their comments as people

were walking by and people
were going like, ‘Oh, look
at that chicken’ and different
things like that. It was just
nice to get some feedback
from the audience which was
not something I was expect-
ing, but something that hap-
pened that was really nice,”
Hall said. “T enjoyed that part
for sure.”

Also, the excitement from
people as they saw her chick-
en cake.

“Something that was real-
ly unexpected, some people
got really excited about this
chicken cake. They were just
excited. That was fulfilling
just hearing all the people
like, ‘Wow! How’d you do
this? This is great!” Just ex-
citement; I think the excite-
ment is fulfilling,” Hall said.

On the People’s Choice
recognition, Hall explained
that as people were walking
through, they could write
down their favorite cake and
the table number. Once all
those were collected in a bas-
ket, the votes were tallied and
the winner was chosen.

“It was nice,” Hall said.

Hall said she’s been in the
pastry field for about 20 years,
with the last decade dedicated
to cake decorating. She enjoys
making unique cake decorat-
ing creations and cakes from
wedding cakes to birthday
cakes for kids and adults alike.

“I would say it’s an oppor-
tunity to be a little more cre-
ative and stepping out of my
comfort zone usually turns
out to be a good thing,” Hall
said.

Her advice for anyone who
competes next year is that a
practice run is always helpful.

“Fill out the form and
send it in,” Hall said. “Make
sure you read the rules and
definitely have a good time. I
think that’s the most import-
ant thing is that you go and
don’t be too nervous. Do what
you’re going to do and have
fun.”

For aspiring bakers, don’t
get discouraged and give it an-
other try.

“It’s important that you

Photos courtesy of Mark Hall

Sara Hall working on her cake entry.

Sara Hall receives her blue ribbon and certificate from
Celebrity Judge Sandra Lee after winning the competition.

just try,” Hall said. “Practice
makes perfect. It’s okay to
fail. If the cake doesn’t come
out okay, you can do it again.
You can always do it again.”

Hall was honored to rep-
resent Wilbraham with these
wins.

“I’ve only lived here for
three years, but I love liv-
ing here,” Hall said. “I was
proud—for Wilbraham and
to represent Wilbraham—and
maybe next year’s winner will

e Overgrown property?
e Excavator Services ¢ Extreme Brush Cutting!
e Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal * Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
e Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand * Storm Clean-up ¢ Small Demo ¢ Insured

also be from Wilbraham. Let’s
make it three times Wilbra-
ham!”

Her message was this.

“I hope people give it a try
if they’re interested, even if
it’s just being a competitor in
general or just trying baking.
The opportunity is there so
just give it a try if you’re able
to,” Hall said. “Anything cre-
ative I think it’s always a great
thing, so can’t go wrong.”
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Order Fresh All Natural
Thanksgiving Turkeys

Order Deadline: November 8th, 2026

Bob’s Turkey Farm

“Broad Breasted
White Turkeys”
From Lancaster, MA (&2

Randall’s

Fresh Baked Pies
Onder Eanly hor Best Availability,

"“*  Apple, Pumpkin, Blueberry,

Fruits of the Forest,
Apple Caramel Walnut,
““ Chocolate Cream & MORE!

Ready to Heat & Serve
FROM RANDALL’S KITCHEN

Butternut Cider Bisque Soup,
Maple Pecan Roasted Butternut Squash,
Turkey Gravy, Cranberry Orange Relish,

Sausage & Apple Stuffing,
Greamy Mashed Potatoes,
Mashed Turnips & Carrots,

%

10/28 - 11/3/26
Locally Grown
Butternut & Acorn Squash ....99¢/m

Locally Grown Yukon Gold
Potatoes 51b Bags $3.49

Locally Grown Mac & Cortland
Apples 51b Bags $5.99

Fresh Local
Cranberries 120z. Bags .2 for $4.00

Y\

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071 » www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM
Find us on and Youl[TD)
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ecently, I
watched
a pair of

white-breast-
ed nuthatches
climbing up and
down an oak
tree in the yard.

They have a
gray/blue back
with a white
face and black
cap. They are
a small, com-
pact bird with
a long, sharply
pointed bill and
short tail.

Females
look similar to
the males, but
have a gray cap rather than
a black one. Both sexes
have white bellies and a
chestnut colored patch on
the lower belly and near
the tail. The head is large
and they have almost no
neck.

They are about 5.1
to 5.5 inches long.
White-breasted nuthatches
are agile birds that creep
along trunks and large
branches, probing into
bark furrows with their
straight, pointed bills.

Like other nuthatches,
they often turn sideways
and upside down on verti-
cal surfaces as they forage.
A friends mother called
them “upside down birds”
for that reason. Unlike
woodpeckers, they don’t
lean against their tails.

They inhabit mature
woods and woodland edg-
es particularly deciduous
stands like maple, hickory,
basswoods and oak. They
also are found in conifer-
ous forests.

White-breasted  nut-
hatches eat mainly insects
including weevil larvae,
wood boring beetle larvae,
other beetles, tree hoppers,
scale insects, ants, gall fly
larvae, spiders, caterpillars
including spongy moth
(also known as Gypsy
moth) and tent caterpil-
lars.

They cache food typ-
ically hiding it under a
piece of bark, lichen, moss
or even SNow.

They also eat seeds
and nuts including acorns,
hawthorn, sunflower seeds
and sometimes crops such
as corn. At feeders, they
like sunflower seeds, pea-
nuts, suet and peanut but-
ter.

White-breasted  nut-
hatches are cavity nesters
and sometimes use nest
boxes. The female builds
the nest and lines the nest
cavity with fur, bark and
lumps of dirt.

.
BACKYAR

By Ellenor Downer
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White-breasted nuthatch

She builds a cup nest of
fine grass, shredded bark,
feathers and other soft
material. They reuse their
nest holes in subsequent
years. The female lays five
to nine eggs and raise one
brood per year.

Eastern phoebe

An Oakham couple
saw an eastern phoebe on
Tuesday, Oct. 13. They
were surprised the bird
was still around and had
not headed south by now.
The phoebes, which nest
every year near me, left
last month.

eBird sightings

eBird sighting on Sun-
day, Oct. 18 included a
Carolina wren and a com-
mon raven in Hardwick
and a yellow-billed cuckoo
at Longmeadow flats. Pon-
toosuc Lake in Pittsfield
had a spotted sandpiper.

Common raven

Monday, Oct. 19 1
heard and then saw a com-
mon raven. It frequents the
woods behind the house.
Sometimes I spot it flying,
but mostly I hear its low,
gurgling croak.

Dark-eyed juncos

I spotted my first jun-
cos on Oct. 10. I saw a
small flock take flight as
I drove on a country road
in Barre. I noticed their
white tail feathers.

They are one of my
favorite winter birds. I
enjoy watching them pick
up seeds dropped by other
birds at the feeder. They
also come for suet.

A few days later, I saw
two or three in the yard.
They flew up when I drove
into the driveway.

People may report a
bird sighting by emailing
edowner@turley.com  or
calling or texting 774-262-
5882.

The next steps for frost -
tinged dahlias and glads

p.m. with a flashlight in

Iﬁnally came inside at 6:45
hand.

The temperature just
hit the 32-degree mark, so the
tips of certain plants were hit.
Leaves that were under the
cover of other plants looked
pretty good.

I probably could have
left the gladiolus and dahlias
in the ground for a bit lon-
ger based on the upcoming,
warmer forecast, but I decid-
ed to seize the moment and
get them dug up and moved
indoors.

Read on to learn the spe-
cifics of how to overwinter
these summer loving, tender
bulbs.

As mentioned, dig up
dahlia tubers either just pri-
or to or soon after frost hits.
I typically use a shovel or
pitchfork, starting a foot or so
away from the stems.

Once the soil is loosened
up a bit, the stem should lift
up easily with the tubers in-
tact.

Soil should be eased off
the tubers with a spray of wa-
ter before placing in storage.
Leave a small portion of stem
attached to the tubers — it is a
great place to adhere a label.

Once the tubers have air-
dried for a bit, you can even
write on the tubers them-
selves with a permanent
marker. Take it from me — it
is easy to forget a name over
the winter months!

Placing tubers in damp
peat moss, saw dust, shred-
ded leaves, or even ventilated
plastic bags will help to pre-
vent shriveling.

Choose a location to over-

It was my own fault. 1%
I started a project
much too late in the
day for the work that
it entailed.
You see, we had
a frost last night. The by
first one of the year, for
me, anyway.

winter your tubers that main-
tain 40-50 degrees temps and
90% humidity. These condi-
tions will keep them dormant
and healthy until it is time to
replant.

Many people have good
luck using a cold basement or
root cellar; small quantities
of tubers can be stored in the
crisper drawer of the refriger-
ator. Be sure to check on your
tubers every couple of weeks
throughout the offseason.

Should you see shriveling,
mist them with clean water
and re-dampen the medium
in which they were placed.
If you see mold, bring down
the temperature and humidity
level.

Some growers like to get
a jump-start on the season by
pre-starting dahlias indoors.

We have done this occa-
sionally at Old Sturbridge
Village and I am always
amazed at just how fast the
plants grow, and how quickly
they outgrow their pots and
become leggy. If you attempt
it, four weeks prior to the last
spring frost would be soon
enough.

Similarly, around the time
of our first frost gladiolus
corms should be lifted from
the ground with a spading
fork or shovel. Never just
yank the plant out by pulling
on the stem!

Once out of the ground,
cut the stem from the corn as
closely as possible. Rinse un-
der running water and allow

to dry in a

frost-free airy

location for two-
three weeks.

Check the corms
regularly, and when a corky
area develops between the
mother corm and the new
corm break off and discard
the mother. After drying is
complete, store on trays or in
mesh bags in a well-ventilat-
ed area at temperatures be-
tween 38 and 58 degrees. The
lower the temp, the better.

Inspect throughout the
winter months and throw
away any corms that begin
to rot.

Typically glads are plant-
ed directly in the ground,
with no pre-starting needed.
You can stagger when you
plant, though, so that all of
your flowers are not borne at
once. Plant a few every week
of June for color through-
out the late summer through
frost.

By harvesting your bulbs
now, you are protecting your
investment for years to come!
Only get out there and do it
before you run out of day-
light!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.
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Editorial
Policy

Letters to the editor should be
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be
published. We require letter writers to
include his or her town of residence
and home telephone number. We
must authenticate authorship prior
to publication. We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal
attacks, defamation of character and
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor,
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy

The TIMES will gladly correct
factual errors that appear in this paper
and can be substantiated. Corrections
or clarifications will always appear on
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail
or mailed communication to the editor
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
is published every Thursday by Turley
Publications, Inc. One year out of town
subscriptions are available at $45, out
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission
of news material, letters to the editor
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

support community journalism

My brother died on Dec. 23, does he get Social Security for December?

Dear Rusty:

My question concerns the
passing of my brother on Dec.
23, 2025. Since he passed
away before the month was
over, does that mean he will
not receive a Social Security
payment for December 2025?
Does the fact he passed be-
fore the end of December
negate him receiving benefits
for December 20257

Signed: Executor of my
Brother’s Estate

Dear Executor Sister:
Please accept our sincere
condolences on your broth-
er’s passing. FYI, according
to Social Security law, all SS
benefits are paid in the month
following the month they are

SOCIAL SECURITY

VHalte’d

By Russell Gloor

earned, which means two in
things in this circumstance:

1. Any SS payment your
brother received during the
month of December (his
month of death) is legally his
or his estate’s because that
payment was for the month
before he died (November
2025).

2. Any SS benefits re-
ceived thereafter (e.g., SS
benefits paid in January 2026
for the month of December

2025) must be returned to
Social Security. The bank,
which received his SS pay-
ments, would normally han-
dle this automatically if they
were notified of your broth-
er’s death.

Social Security benefits
are not paid for the month of
death because the beneficiary
did not live the entire month
and SS benefits are not paid
for partial months. So even
though your brother lived

about 3/4ths of the month of
December, he (his estate) will
not get any SS benefits for the
month of December. Indeed,
even those who pass shortly
before midnight on the last
day of the month do not get
Social Security benefits for
the month they died.

For additional informa-
tion, if your brother was mar-
ried and his wife is still liv-
ing, she would be entitled to
a one-time, lump sum death
benefit of $255 (if she is also
eligible for her own SS retire-
ment benefit). And, depend-
ing on her own SS retirement
amount, she might also be el-
igible for a surviving spouse
benefit as your brother’s wid-
ow.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended
for information purposes and
does not represent legal or
financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association
Mature Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association To submit a
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden
Times welcomes readers to
participate in this year’s election
campaigns by writing letters to
the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times,
care of Turley Publications, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed
10 413-289-1977 or emailed to
krivers@turley.com. Please include
a daytime telephone number for
verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered
for that Thursday’s newspaper.

No attack letters will be printed.
No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy
will be printed. If the volume of
letters received is larger than the
space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive,
the newspaper reserves the right
to print a representative sample.
No endorsement letters will be
printed in the last edition before the
election.

For more information, call the
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election
coverage, the newspaper plans to
print stories about contested races
for Congress, state Senate, state
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks
leading up to the election, as well
as a question-and-answer voters
guide. In order to ensure fairness
1o all candidates, no political press
releases will be printed, nor will
reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to
further publicize their candidacy,
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden
Times.
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A COMMUNITY GALLERY &

Readers are encouraged to send in
medium to high resolution photos

for this page by e-mail to i COMMUNITY
krivers@turley.com or ' | \ ! BU LLETI N BO ARD

mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.
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Send us in
your
announcements!
Happy Birthdays,
Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run
here free of charge, please keep it
to less than 50 words.
Please send to krivers@turley.com
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Here is a large orange leaf tree in the
Hampden Senior Center parking lot.

This giant orange and yellow leaf tree can be found as you arrive at the
Wilbraham Town Hall and drive up to the Wilbraham Senior Genter.

n Oct. 21, Times Ed-
itor Kiristin Rivers
took a drive around

Wilbraham and Hampden to
check out some fall colors as
the autumn season continues.
Enjoy these snapshots around
the communities.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers ey o ,~ 7 R

These trees changing color were spbtted outside thé

Some touches of fall Wilbraham Public Library.

found outside the
Hampden Town Hall.

VR e i =T iy = R 5 _ : R
Here is some changing leaves outside the Federated As residents park at Hampden Memorial Park, they are greeted  These autumn-colored trees can be found as you walk in
Gommunity Church in Hampden. with this burst of fall color. Crane Park in Wilbraham.

Advertise in your
LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

Contact Jordan for more information
413-687-4511 * jeonradoturiey.com
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Senior & Veteran Tax Work-Off Abatement Program seeks applicants

WILBRAHAM - The
Town of Wilbraham is accept-
ing applications for 49 posi-
tions under the Senior Citizen
& Veterans Tax Abatement
Program.  Senior Citizens
and Veterans selected under
this program will work during
calendar year 2027 to receive
an abatement on their prop-
erty tax bill for fiscal year
2028 (July 1, 2027 — June 30,
2028).

Basic requirements are
that taxpayers must be an
assessed owner of property
in Wilbraham and must have
owned and occupied a home

in Wilbraham for at least five
years. To be eligible for the
Senior Citizens program the
resident must be over 60 years
of age. To be eligible for the
Veterans program the resident
must be a Veteran defined by
MGL (a copy of your DD 214
is required).

The current compensation
is calculated at $15.00 per
hour, and the maximum allow-
able abatement is $1,500.00
per  property. Abatement
workers will need to work
100 hours to receive the full
abatement of $1,500.00 (less
federal income tax and Medi-

care deductions).

The 49 positions being of-
fered are:

Public Access Television:
5 Production Producers

Clerk’s Office: 4 Office
Assistants

Treasurer/Collector’s Of-
fice: 2 Office Assistants

Library: 4 Library Pages

Library: 1 Local History
Assistant

Select Board Office: 2 Of-
fice Assistants

Facilities: 4 Gardeners

Facilities: 2 Facilities La-
borer/Helpers

Parks & Recreation: 3 As-

sistant Gym Supervisors

Senior Center: 20 Office
Assistants

Engineering: 1 Engineer-
ing Assistant

Veterans: 1 U.S Flag Cus-
todian & Veteran Event Sup-
port

Hours are flexible and
will be worked out on an in-
dividual basis between the
department director and the
abatement worker but must be
completed by November 30,
2027.

This program is beneficial
for both senior and veteran
residents and Wilbraham tax-

payers. Seniors and Veterans
have an opportunity to lower
their property tax bill, and
taxpayers are benefitting from
the superior talent and work
experience these individuals
bring to the job at a very low
cost to the town.

Interested residents can
pick up applications and in-
formation packets at the se-
nior center, library, or Select
Board Office, or print it from
the town website: www.wil-
braham-ma.gov. Applica-
tions should be submitted to
the Select Board Office no
later than December 11, 2026.

Veterans Day
Ceremony set
for Nov. 11

WILBRAHAM — The
town’s Veterans Day Cere-
mony, presented by the Wil-
braham Department of Vet-
erans Services, takes place
at Crane Park on Wednesday,
Nov. 11, at 11 a.m.

In the event of inclement
weather, the ceremony will
be moved indoors to the Wil-
braham Senior Center.

All are welcome. Please
join us as we honor the Vet-
erans of our community and
our nation.

LET’S GO OUT!

Your Local Favorite Restaurants

g’ WE ARE MORE
THAN JUST

A PIZZA SHOP!

* GOURMET PIZZAS
* WINGS ° PASTA
* GIANT CALZONES
* DINNERS
* GRINDERS & WRAPS
* SEAFOOD ° CALAMARI
* CLAM STRIPS

'SAVE TIME
& MONEY!
ORDER ONLINE!

Visit our website to enroll in our
NEW CUSTOMER
LOYALTY REWARDS PROGRAM!

1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA
413-566-8324

YOUR NEXT 4
- FUNCTION

...: W .:1,1
Open Wed.-Sun.
Closed Mon. & Tues.

| www.giospizzeria.com

3 ,;‘F WITH US! 4 ';

'_.:,.
o

| -
.. S S

BOOK YOUR NEXT FUNCTION WITH US!

Your Favorite
Neighborhood Pub
Celebrating 10 Years of
Good Food, Drinks & Fun!

Join Us For A Game,
* Keno or Special Event!

Showers, Christenings, Funerals,

Rehearsal Dinners, Weddings, etc.

For More Information
Contact Victoria Shevock at 413-566-8324
or by email at lacucinagreenhouse@gmail.com

Bar & Grille
EST. 2016

”OQ

See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu . Thursday @ Friday ° Saturday
- - 10/29 - 10/30 - 10/31
lacucinahampden.com i Eddie © Dave  John
Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm & Sun. 11:30am-9pm M USIc : Durocher : O'Connell : Manazi

LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS BAR OPEN LATE!
f @9

L LOCRLS Iy
Lave Wlore Fun

Advertise Your Local Restaurant or Pub Here!
’ Email: jconrad@turley.com

@ +

TUESDAY
NIGHT

$18 PRIME RIB

DINE IN ONLY
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

LUNCH
SERVED

I\]A6INE SUNDAY NIGHT
WEDNESDAY 320 STEAK

$20 N’ BREW

HAEEBY SUNDAY

HOUR ppyNCH

THURSDAYS
-f" . -2 !
s sar v &30P IESOAN230PM

& SUN 10:30AM APPS & LIVE MUSIC
2341 Boston Rd.. (Rt. 20). Wilbraham., MA

A13.269.2020

/’\

route20barandgrille.com
SERVING: TUES. & WED. 4-9PM ¢ THURS. 11:30AM-9PM

FRI. & SAT. 11:30AM-9:30PM ¢ SUN. 10:30AM-8PM
WITH EXTENDED BAR HOURS EVERY NIGHT

RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED FOR PARTIES OF 6 OR MORE KENO
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CHURCH from page 1

me here to be part of it.”

In the lawn outside the
church, final preparations
were well under way with
church members busily mak-
ing sure that all was ready.
Jack Germain of Hampden,
church member and self-pro-
claimed “burger and dog flip-
per” prepared the large grill
and began cooking hot dogs
and hamburgers.

A long table was filled
with various other food items
and salads made by church
members along with a large
celebration cake and other
desserts.

Typical music from each of
the 10 decades of the church’s
history was performed by the
local group “Then and Now”
or sung by the church choir.
Rev. Lee played the digital
piano for the final song after
the audience sang her “Hap-
py Birthday” in anticipation
of her own celebration a few
days later.

Present to share in the
event were former pastors
Rev. Tom Howells, Rev. Dr.
Janet Burdewik, Rev. Patri-
cia Miller Fernandes along
with former Christian Educa-
tion Director Meri Blanchard
and her husband, Rev. Ken
Blanchard.

“The main thing about
the Federated Community
Church is the community as-
pect of two working together.
The different denomination
doesn’t divide them, they
work together. That’s wonder-
ful,” Howells said.

Rev. Fernandes added her
reflection.

“It gives you pause to stop
and think about all of the peo-
ple that have passed through
the church....to think of all of
the families that this church
has touched....people that
were committed enough to
community, to love of God,
to share that witness and to be
part of it. It’s heartwarming,”
Fernandes said.

Also lending support with
their presence were Rev. Da-
vid Jones (UCC Area Con-
ference Minister) and Rev.
Paul B. Nesbit (Moderator
Hampden Association/Pastor
Wilbraham United Church),
Barbara Martino and Patty
Ryan from East Longmeadow
UMC, representing the recent-
ly formed Cooperative Parish
group of five area churches,
and Pastor Skip Gunn and Dr.
Diane Gunn from LifeStream
Church in Hampden.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
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First CongregationalChureh- United Methodist Church

Incorporated 1926 [

Pastor Eunji Lee|
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Rev. Jones recalled his rea-
son for coming to the event.

“I'm here to bring greet-
ings from the wider church....
the Southern New England
Conference, and to be present,
just to be with this wonderful
community on this celebra-
tion....I've been delighted
just by how welcoming every-
one’s been and how warm this
community clearly is,” Jones
said.

When asked about his ex-
perience meeting those pres-
ent, Rev. Nesbit said, “My
experience is that they’re very
happy...that it’s a joyous oc-

casion. They’re happy to be
here. They’re very welcom-
ing.”’

Pastor Gunn was pleased
to join in the celebration as
well.

“I just love to see faith-
fulness.....It’s really the spir-
it and it’s the nature of our
Heavenly Father,” Gunn said.

What would he say to the
church members?

“Congratulations. Stay
faithful. Go the distance,”’
Gunn said.

John Flynn, Chair of the
Hampden Selectboard, who
used to live next door to the
church, said, “We’re blessed

Sl
Photos courtesy of Euniji Lee
Rev. Jan Burdewik (former Pastor), Rev. Paul B. Neshit (Pastor,
Wilbraham United Church), Rev. Tom Howells (former Pastor), Rev.
Eunji Lee (current Pastor), Rev. Patricia Miller Fernandes (former
Pastor) and Rev. David Jones (UCC Area Conference Minister).

to have them in this commu-
nity.....We just want to extend
welcome greetings from the
Selectboard, myself, Don and
Erik. This is just a great event.
We’re happy that they’re (the)
partners in town that they
e....They’ve been part of
the community forever and
they will continue to be.”
Gretchen Warner Hebert
of Hampden, a long-time con-
gregant, was asked if it meant

a lot for her to be there.

“It definitely did and to
see the people and feel the
warmth of the community....
It’s just a wonderful place,”
Herbert said.

Laurie  Schoolcraft of
Hampden, a church member
since her early childhood, not-
ed this about her church.

“The faith is still there.
The people are still wonder-
ful....I absolutely love it....I
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would not go anywhere else.
It is my church,” Schoolcraft
said.

Maribeth  Sterling-Elliot
of Hampden shared similar
appreciation, “We love this
church, we love the communi-
ty, we love the people.”

Her husband, Steve Elliot,
agreed, “It’s phenomenal. The
people that are here, they’re
family.”

“We were churchless....for
six years....we went church to
church....(and never) found
anything that fit us,” said Nora
Fernands of Wilbraham.

Her husband, John Fer-
nands, recalled that first day
they entered this church about
a year ago and sat down.

“We were welcomed so
warmly and genuinely.....
When we left that service that
day....we were walking to our
car,... looked at each other si-
multaneously and said ‘This
is the place!’.” He said

Marjorie  Butler from
Somers, CT said she had left
the church after she got mar-
ried.

“But I found my way
home and my greatest joy was
that, when 1 walked into this
church for the first time after
many years, it was the church
that I had remembered from
my childhood. It was warm
and welcoming and every-
thing was the same,” Butler
said.

In her sermon’s closing
remarks that day, Pastor Lee
expressed these words. “As
we celebrate these 100 years,
I give thanks for those who
came before us and for ev-
eryone gathered here today.
I don’t know what lies ahead
for us. There may be times of
joy, and there may be times of
struggle. But I look forward
to discovering what God will
do among us, trusting that
the Holy Spirit will continue
to guide us. We will not walk
this journey alone. Christ is
with us, and we have one an-
other.”

UPDATE from page 1

goes away, “it’s going to be
much more difficult to ba-
sically start it from scratch
again with, theoretically, new
people down the road at some
point.”

“There is general dissat-
isfaction with Charter among
the general population of
the town and, my personal
opinion, I think it potential-
ly sends the wrong message
of security to Charter if we
were to dissolve and the pro-
mo chasing that we all engage
with right now to get good
rates may go away if they
don’t realize that they, theo-
retically, have to be on their
best behavior with some of
this stuff,” Nelson said.

Nelson said the commit-
tee will honor whatever the
Select Board wants to do,
but emphasized that “we’ve
made some good progress” in
meeting with different fiber
options and gathering infor-
mation and data.

“I can produce a report at
this point with a recommenda-
tion and what the costs would
be, what the risks would be
if we go forward or don’t go
forward that we can basically
put on a shelf somewhere to
revisit. We’ll do that, but what
I recommend too is we all

understand what the situation
is. If the Broadband Com-
mittee continues and we say
meet once a quarter to kind of
make sure everybody’s keep-
ing track of what’s going on,
we’ll do that with the under-
standing that we are not sub-
mitting a request for funding
in the near term because of
everything else that’s going
on,” Nelson said. “So, that’s
kind of where we are. Like I
said, we understand the situ-
ation and it’s just a matter of
what message do we want to
send the people of Wilbraham
and what level of work do
we want to theroetically start
from scratch from down the
road as opposed to keeping a
little bit of consistency.”

Bunnell noted how “ev-
erybody knows how hard this
group has worked and how
engaged they’ve been.”

“I'm inclined to encour-
age the production of a report
and I would think that that
would involve at least may-
be one additional meeting so
the committee has the chance
to review and sign off,” Bun-
nell said. “Sadly, I'm more
inclined than not to go ahead
and disband the committee
and then just keep all our
fingers and toes crossed that
if and when we see another
window opening we can pull

you guys back in.”

Clerk Michael Squindo
said this was a difficult one
for him, as this was the very
first topic he read about when
he moved to Wibraham in
2012 and knew what was go-
ing on before that. He agreed
with Bunnell on producing a
report.

“I am entirely in favor of
getting some sort of a report
from the committee about
what’s happened to date and
where we stand with the cur-
rent situation,” Squindo said.
“I think that you summa-
rized very well exactly why I
would be opposed to strictly
disbanding it. I think that this
body being a member body of
three and being involved in so
many other aspects will just
simply lose sight of this op-
portunity if it’s disbanded in
its entirety.”

Squindo suggested the Se-
lect Board and the Broadband
Committee consider what the
new mission would be.

“There was a very clear
vision when the Broadband
that exists today was draft-
ed, so, I think if we’re go-
ing to continue it even if on
a much reduced scale, I think
it needs to have a very clear
purpose,” Squindo said. “So,
I don’t disagree with the over-
all summary you provided, I
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would just be interested in
narrowing that down to some-
thing that’s manageable.”

Nelson agreed, saying the
mission would pivot more to-
wards ‘“‘environmental mon-
itoring” to see what’s going
on in other towns and com-
munities, what they are do-
ing, what’s working and not
working and collecting infor-
mation.

“As opposed to right now
where I think the mandate is,
okay let’s get Wilbraham roll-
ing on broadband, it would
pivot more towards, okay let’s
make sure we’re capturing all
the information we have so
that when the time does come,
there isn’t another one-year
ramp-up to figure out what’s
going on around the world,”
Nelson said.

He added it might also
look like a semi-annual report
to the board to keep track of
things, especially if years go
by.

“So it becomes more of
kind of a reporting body as
opposed to an action body,”
Nelson said.

Chair Marc Ducey was
also conflicted.

“If we wanted to change
the charge of the committee
to be like an oversight com-
mittee of what options may
be available or to kind of keep

the pulse of what’s going on
in that space, I might consider
that. But that’s a very differ-
ent purpose than what we set
you out on initially,” Ducey
said. “Can we just change the
charge or do we need to dis-
band the committee and form
anew one?”

After Bunnell suggested
receiving a report and then
having another conversation,
Ducey said this.

“I will say this. I'm not
in favor of keeping the com-
mittee as it’s structured today.
So, should we disband this
committee with the notion
that we may reformulate it in
a different context?” Ducey
said.

When Squindo suggested
letting the committee decide
the charge moving forward,
Nelson said he could produce
a report with the recommen-
dation—for either route—on
how they’ll move forward.

Squindo again empha-
sized the committee’s impor-
tance due to interested mem-
bers being involved in it to do
the work.

“If we just say ‘Have a
good day,” to the people who
have expressed interest, we’re
saying we’re done with this.
That’s how I look at to your
concern on what does it say
to the community,” Squindo
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said. “And I don’t think we’re
done with it. I think that we
need to pivot for a lot of the
reasons that have been out-
lined but I think that we need
to continue to keep this alive
because the world doesn’t
stop developing.”

Ducey’s concern was
sending out a message to the
community “to say this issue
is still alive.”

“I think if we want to
pivot and make it something
different, then I’'m okay with
that. But I don’t want to have
this mixed message that the
Broadband Committee is still
alive while looking at alterna-
tives,” Ducey said.

After Bunnell reiterated
her earlier suggestion of a re-
port and another meeting, Du-
cey agreed and Nelson said he
would get everything together
for the board.

Squindo also suggested
getting a summary of how
much money was expended
on this project, which Nelson
noted he could get together as
well.

After the report is com-
piled and the Broadband
Committee reviews it, Nelson
will return to the board in No-
vember for the next discus-
sion.
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Hampden-Wilbraham School Nutrition
Team selected for National Initiative

WILBRAHAM - The
Hampden-Wilbraham  Re-
gional  School District’s

School Nutrition Team has
been selected for the inau-
gural cohort of the Chef Ann
Foundation’s Starting From
Scratch initiative. School Nu-
trition Director Julie Dougal
and District Chef Cindy Nor-
mandin will travel to Boulder,
Colorado, in early November
for a hands-on culinary inten-
sive designed to help school
districts  expand  scratch
cooking and improve school
meals.

During the four-day
program, Dougal and Nor-
mandin will work alongside
school food professionals
from across the country to
strengthen culinary skills, im-
prove kitchen operations and
develop a customized road-
map for sustainable change.
Following the intensive, the
district will receive a year of
dedicated support from the
Chef Ann Foundation to con-
tinue implementing its plan.

Under Dougal’s leader-
ship, the district began de-
veloping a vision to increase
scratch cooking and incorpo-
rate more locally sourced pro-
duce and products into school
meals. Normandin was hired
last year to help make that vi-
sion a reality.

A graduate of Johnson &
Wales University, Normandin
has extensive culinary experi-
ence, having worked as a chef
and owned two restaurant and
food businesses. She owned
and operated The Apple Place
farm and store, her family
farm. Her passion for sup-
porting local agriculture and
her relationships with area
farmers have helped advance
the district’s efforts.

One significant develop-
ment has been a partnership
with Marty’s Local, which
delivers produce from re-
gional farms directly to dis-
trict schools. Students have
enjoyed local strawberries,
apples, tomatoes, cucumbers,
lettuce, potatoes, broccoli,
green beans, asparagus and
butternut squash.

Scratch-made items are
also being introduced into

school menus. Homemade
macaroni and cheese has be-
come a student favorite. To
ensure new recipes appeal to
students, Normandin regular-
ly visits schools to offer taste
tests and gather feedback
before adding items to the
menu.

Recent successes include
locally sourced fish sticks
made with fish from Massa-
chusetts waters through part-
nerships with Red’s Best and
Arnold’s Meats. Students also
sampled a new scratch-made
sauce called “Splashtastic,”
which was an enthusiastic
hit. The partnership supports
local fishermen and the Mas-
sachusetts economy while in-
troducing students to seafood
sourced close to home.

At Soule Road School,
students sampled roasted as-
paragus from Hadley, and
many asked for seconds. Suc-
cessful taste tests help deter-
mine which new foods will be
added to district menus.

Other regional products
now featured include Greek
yogurt from Hastings Farm
in Suffield, Connecticut;
pizza crusts and dinner rolls
from The Good Crust made
with grains milled in Maine;
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Publications, Inc.

Turley Publications
would like to
help you show off
the newest
member of
your family
this Christmas...

Mail to:

Turley Publications
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069
Attn: Jamie Joslyn
Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope
if you would like
the picture returned or
email photo to:
jamie@turley.com
with subject line:
BABY'S FIRST.

This offer is available to
all babies born in 2026.
Pictures will be
published the week of
December 23-25, 2026.
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Kelsie Smith

January 11, 2026

Parents: John & Carolyn Smith, Palmer
Grandparents: Theodore & Susan Smith, Ware

muffins made from a mix fea-
turing locally milled grains
from Holyoke; apples from
Fern Valley Farms; Craic Hot
Sauce from Lowell; and ba-
gels from One Mighty Mill.

Breakfast menus are
changing, too. In response
to updated USDA school
breakfast standards calling
for reduced added sugars, the
team is offering more savory
and “speed-scratch” options.
Homemade granola, protein
bites, overnight oats and low-
er-sugar muffins are among
the new offerings, along with
grilled egg and cheese sand-
wiches, egg and cheese que-
sadillas, and a ham, egg and
cheese bake.

With Dougal’s leadership,
Normandin’s culinary exper-
tise, and the continued sup-
port of the Chef Ann Foun-
dation, the district is poised
to build on its progress and
bring even more fresh, local-
ly sourced, scratch-cooked
meals to students in the years
ahead.

Community members can
follow the HWRSD Food
and Nutrition Facebook page
(HWRSDfoodandnutrition)
for news and menu updates.
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Joseph & Audrey Jones, South Hadley

Baby's Name:

Birthdate:

Parents’ Names:

Parents’ Town of Residence:

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:

e
-

(]

Agawam Advertiser
News

Barre Gazzette
Chicopee Register
Country Journal
The Holyoke Sun
Journal Register

coodono

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)

Please check the newspaper
you would like your announcement to appear.

Deadline for photos and forms is
Thursday, December 4, 2026

Quaboag Current
The Register
Sentinel

Town Reminder
Ware River News
The Wilbraham-
Hampden Times
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Parks & Recreation
announces Indoor
Adaptive Soccer Program

WILBRAHAM - Wil-
braham Parks & Recreation,
in partnership with Futsal &
Street Soccer, is pleased to
announce a new Adaptive
Indoor Soccer Program for
children ages 4-10. This
inclusive program is de-
signed for participants with
disabilities, including Lev-
el 1 Autism, and provides
a welcoming environment
where every child can learn,
play, and succeed. Led by
experienced Futsal & Street
Soccer coaches, the program
emphasizes soccer skill de-
velopment, teamwork, con-
fidence, motor skills, and
social interaction through
adaptive coaching tech-
niques that meet the individ-
ual needs of each participant.
The goal of the program is to
create a positive experience
where every child feels sup-
ported, included, and excit-
ed to participate. Soccer is

for everyone, and happy to
offer a program that helps
young athletes grow both on
and off the field.
Program Information:
FALL Session 1 Dates
(six weeks)
Sundays Nov. 1 — Dec. 13
(no program 11/29)
Cost: $214 residents / $224
Non-residents (late fee
applies after 10/26)
Registration: through Octo-
ber 26th
Ages and time: Ages 4-10
Time: 12:15 to 1:15
p.m.
Location: All sessions will
be held at Memorial School
Gym, 310 Main Street,
Wilbraham.
Participants should bring
a water bottle, athletic cloth-
ing, shin guards, sneakers,
and a soccer ball. For addi-
tional information, please
contact Alfred at info@
futsalstreet.soccer.

St. Cecilia Women’s Club
sponsoring calendar raffle

WILBRAHAM - The
Saint Cecilia Women’s Club
is sponsoring a Calendar
Raffle for the month of No-
vember.

Prizes for the month to-
tal over $3,500. Tickets are
on sale now with the draw-
ings beginning Nov. 1.

Tickets can be obtained
in the church rotunda, on

the church website under
downloadable forms, or call
Sue Agnew, 596-9480 to get
forms or for any questions.
The proceeds help the club
fund its scholarships and
donations to many chari-
table organizations in the
area. Thank you for your
support.

150th Hampden Anniversary
volunteer committee to meet

HAMPDEN - The
150th Hampden Anniver-
sary Committee is holding
their next volunteer meet-
ing on Saturday, Oct. 31,
at 11 a.m. at the Hampden
Town Hall.

The committee is look-

ing for volunteers to help
out with the planning and
organizing of the celebra-
tions for the 150th Hamp-
den celebrations.

Questions contact Lisa
Zeno at 150thcommittee @
hampdenma.gov.

Misgivings
Comedy
Night set
for Feb.

WILBRAHAM -
“MISGIVINGS” Comedy
Night sponsored by the
Wilbraham Women’s Club
will take place on Friday,
February 5, 2027 at 7:15
p-m., Soule Road School,
Wilbraham.

Don’t miss this de-
lightfully entertaining and
uplifting comedy show
with Dave Kane. Tickets
are $20 will be sold at
the Wilbraham Public Li-
brary, Wednesday Nov. 18,
Dec.16, Jan. 6 and Satur-
day January 16.

You may also contact
Linda Raffa at (413) 596-
8245 for tickets. All pro-
ceeds help to support our
scholarship program and
other charitable endeav-
ors.

Limited Seating ~
Tickets must be purchased
in advance.

Ukulele Play
Group at WSC

WILBRAHAM -
FREE Ukulele (and other
strings!) Play Group! Dec.
1,8, 15 and 22.

All Adult Aged Play-
ers Welcome (Minimal
experience to Advanced!)
Tuesdays 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.

Grab your ukulele and
dust off some old skills
or improve on some new
ones! Join us as Amy Scott
leads us through some
guided group play and
sing-alongs!

This group is designed
for folks with some ex-
perience, but if you need
beginner lessons, please
inquire! Grab your instru-
ment and come join us!
Call the senior center at
413-596-8379 or stop by
to sign up.

Saturday Adult Craft at the Wilbraham Library

WILBRAHAM - Wilbra-
ham Public Library is offer-
ing an Adult craft program
on Saturday, Oct. 31 from 10
to 11:30 a.m.

Join us to create a mason

jar leaf lantern! This is a fun,
relaxing, and easy-to-learn
project.

No experience is needed,
and all craft supplies will be
provided. But registration

is necessary as space is lim-
ited. For more information
or to register, please call the
library at 413-596-6141.

1% Send Us Your &

Community |
Holiday Events

Turley Publications will print your holiday calendar events
FREE OF CHARGE in our Dazzler Supplement which will
be published November 19, 2026.

Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches
over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.

Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over

200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name

Date/Time

Location

Description

Cost

Contact name & phone number for more information

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:

3" Deadline §,
* for Calendar

submissions is
) October 29. 5

Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn,

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com

*Be sure to indicate “Dazzler”
in the subject line of your email.
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Falcons shut out Brownies in home match.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WILBRAHAM—From
honoring its seven seniors
during a pregame ceremony
to celebrating with family and
friends after the final whistle,
Senior Night proved to be a
memorable occasion for the
Minnechaug Regional girls’
varsity soccer team.

The Lady Falcons posted
a 4-0 Senior Night victory
over the Agawam Brownies
in a non-league match held
on Oct. 19.

“It’s so surreal,” said
Minnechaug senior Makenna
Sacco, who recorded a goal
and two assists against the
Brownies. “This is the best
season we’ve had in the three
years that I’ve been playing
for the varsity soccer team.
I'm really excited for the
Western Mass. and state tour-
naments.”

Second-seeded Min-
nechaug (11-1-4) was sched-
uled to host seventh-seeded
West Springfield in a Western
Massachusetts Class A quar-
terfinal on Tuesday night.
The same two teams played a
scoreless draw in the regular
season finale on October 21.

The Lady Falcons, who
posted a 7-0-1 record on their
home turf field this fall, were
the fifth ranked team in the
MIAA Division 2 state power
rankings.

Minnechaug’s other se-

niors are Addison Derosia,
Paige Holt, Isabella Usher,
Carson Humphries, Katelyn
Hoar, and Ainsley Holden.
“This was a fantastic
night for our seniors, who
are a very special group of
players.” said Minnechaug
head coach Nundi Goncalves.
“The seniors are happy that
they won tonight’s game, but
they’re also happy that the
underclassmen also got some

playing time.”
Steve Burn-
drett, who i

served as Min-
nechaug’s ath-
letic director for
the previous
four years
before
accept-
ing the
same
position
at Lyn-
nfield
High
School in
August,
returned to |
Wilbraham |
and handled
the pub-
lic-address
duties
during
the pre-
game
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Ainsley Holden
circles a loose ball.
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After receiving a pass, Taylor Bartosz heads up the field.

emony.
It was an emotional eve-
ning for Usher, who suffered
a right knee injury during
the Lady Falcons 3-2

e

*""‘ % non-league game
at Douglas High
School two days

earlier. She missed her entire
sophomore season with a left
knee injury.

“I feel very bad for Isabel-
la,” Goncalves said. “She has
been an outstanding soccer
player for the varsity team
and is a quiet leader. It’s a

huge loss for us be-
cause she’s capable
of playing several
different positions.
She’s a great kid.”

With the aid of
crutches, Usher
slowly made her
way to midfield
before the start of
the match.

After the refer-
ee blew his whis-
tle, she booted the ball to her
younger sister Maya, who’s
a sophomore. Isabella Ush-
er was then replaced on the
field by sophomore Brooklyn
Manning.

“I'm very thankful that
I was able to be on the field
with my younger sister for
one final time in a varsity
soccer game,” said Usher,
who had two goals and an
assist this season. This was
the first year that we had the
opportunity to play on the
varsity team together and I'm
really going to miss playing
soccer with her. This team is
like a family, and it has been
an amazing experience for
the past four years.”

Usher is planning to con-
tinue playing soccer at Cha-
tham University, which is a
Division 3 school located in
Pittsburgh Pennsylvania.

“I’ve verbally committed
to play soccer at Chatham
University,” Usher said, “The
Chatham coaches reached out
to me at a college tournament
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Isabel Horne gets ready to
make a goal kick.

earlier this year. They invited
me to tour their campus, and
they have health/science ma-
jors, which I'm looking for-
ward to studying. I also liked
the members of the coaching
staff and team. They were the
first school that reached out
to me.”

Last summer, Usher spent
a month playing soccer in the
United Kingdom.

“It was an amazing expe-
rience,” she said. “I traveled

Please see LADY
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Rival Lions, Falcons battle to 2-2 tie

Stepan Syrota tries
to kick the ball past
an opponent.

LUDLOW - Last Monday
night, Minnechaug and Lud-
low, neighboring rivals, went
at it again. Minnechaug would
score first, but it was Ludlow
that came back and the game
ended in a 2-2 tie. Tyler Sup-
czak and Colton Rogers scored
for the Falcons while Evan

Dias and Desmond Danso
had the goals for Ludlow.
The Lions qualified for the
Western Mass. and state tour-
naments at 7-5-4. Min-
nechaug is now 1-13-2
and will have nonplay-
off games this week
to end their season.

The Falcons work near the middle of the field

last Monday night in Ludlow.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibell
Eli Childers chases down a loose ball.

Tyler Supczak advances up the field.
CENTER: Cameron Salvador turns and heads up the field.

Laniel Vera brings
in a pass from the
center of the field.

Despite
loss,
Chaug in
position
to make
tourney

WILBRAHAM - The
Minnechaug Region-
al High School football
team was defeated the last
two weeks by Westfield
and 41-14 last Thursday
night against Central High
School. The Falcons are
now 3-4 on the season.
They are ranked No. 10
in Division 3, which will
likely allow the Falcons to
make the tournament this
year. The Falcons needed
to have won three games
in order to qualify as well.
Coming up this Friday
night, Minnechaug will
face 0-6 Longmeadow to
complete their regular sea-
son schedule.

Minnechaug’s  oppo-
nent for Week 9 will be an-
nounced Sunday afternoon.

Dlgltal
Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that
recently ran in one of
our publications. Go to

newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request
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T-Birds grab
split with
Charlotte

CHARLOTTE, N.C.
- The Springfield Thunder-
birds (3-3-1-1) saw another
standout performance from
their young netminder in a
2-1 victory over the Char-
lotte Checkers (5-3-0-0) on
Saturday night inside Bo-
jangles Coliseum.

Both teams exchanged
minor penalties and unsuc-
cessful, abbreviated power
plays in the opening four
minutes, but the Spring-
field man-advantage got
another crack and opened
the scoring at 5:51. After
wrestling the puck out of
a board scrum, Michael
Buchinger freed it up and
dropped it back to Theo
Lindstein at point position.
The second-year blueliner
danced toward middle ice
before firing a seeing-eye
wrister past Kirill Ger-
asimyuk’s glove, giving
Springfield the 1-0 edge.

That proved to be
enough for Will Cranley
to hold the T-Birds lead
into the intermission, as
the second-year backstop
denied each of Charlotte’s
seven shot attempts.

The game’s pace grind-
ed to a halt in the second
period, as both teams pa-
raded their ways into the
sin bin. The teams would
combine for 28 penalty
minutes and seven separate
power play opportunities,
but despite all the chaos,
shots were a scarcity, with
Charlotte launching only
six attempts at Cranley,
while Springfield managed
just four at Gerasimyuk.

Oskar Sundqvist had
the T-Birds’ best chance to
extend the 1-0 lead, but the
veteran forward rattled the
crossbar with a high-rising
wrister.

After beginning the
weekend O-for-7 on their
power play, the Checkers
did finally cash in with just
27 seconds left in the peri-

Please see T-BIRDS,
page 13
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Westfield State University Owls fall at Plymouth State

PLYMOUTH, N.H.
Plymouth State scored 21
points in the fourth quarter
to erase a 10-point deficit and
rally past Westfield State, 28-
17, in a Massachusetts State
Collegiate Athletic Confer-
ence football game Saturday

at Panther Field.

Westfield State (3-3, 3-2
MASCAC) led 17-7 entering
the fourth quarter, but Plym-
outh State (3-3, 2-3 MAS-
CAC) scored three touch-
downs in the final 15 minutes
to turn the game around and

secure the victory.

The Owls built a 14-0
halftime advantage behind
two rushing touchdowns.
Freshman quarterback Quinn
Sumner opened the scoring
with a 4-yard touchdown run
with 4:41 remaining in the

first quarter, capping a nine-
play, 72-yard drive. Andrew
Currier added the extra point
for a 7-0 lead.

Westfield extended its ad-
vantage early in the second
quarter when freshman run-
ning back Cole Ingham broke

free for a 31-yard touchdown
run with 13:36 remaining.
Currier’s second success-
ful extra point put the Owls
ahead 14-0.

Plymouth State threatened

Please see OWLS, page 13

Railers fall at home
to Maine Mariners

WORCESTER - The
Worcester ~ Railers  HC
(1-2-0-0, 2 pts) visit the
Maine Mariners (2-1-0-0,
4 pts) on Sunday afternoon
at Cross Insurance Arena
in Portland, Maine. Puck
drop is scheduled for 3:00
p-m. ET. Worcester failed
to bounce back after falling
3-0 to Maine on Saturday,
October 24th, in the first
road game of the regular
season. Worcester is back
on the Road on Friday, Oc-
tober 30th in Glens Falls
NY against the Adirondack
Thunder. Puck drop is at
7:00 p.m.

Matt DeMelis (1-0-1)
opened the scoring at 10:30
in the 1st period off assists
from Stevie Moses and Ri-
ley Piercey to give the Rail-
ers a 1-0 lead. The Mariners
responded in the 2nd period
when Max Andreev (1-1-2)
scored a shorthanded goal
at 11:41 to even the score at
1-1. Later in the period, Josh
Bloom (1-0-1) scored on the
power play at 18:43, assist-
ed by Andreev and Antonio
Venuto, to give Maine a 2-1
lead heading into the 3rd pe-
riod. At 15:19 in the 3rd, Ve-
nuto (1st) found the back of
the net off assists from Rob-
ert Cronin and Ryan Francis
to extend the Mariners’ lead
to 3-1. Maine held on for the
remainder of the game to
secure the 3-1 victory over
Worcester.

The Railers started the
1st period slowly, with both
teams dumping the puck
into the opposing zone and
trying to create pressure.
Worcester’s defense test-

ed Max Lundgren from the
blueline, but the Mariners
kept the puck out of the net.
With 12:05 left in the 1st,
Anthony Kehrer was called
for high-sticking, sending
the Railers to the penalty
kill. Gabe Carriere, recently
sent down from the Hart-
ford Wolf Pack, made a key
save to help Worcester suc-
cessfully kill the penalty.
With 9:30 remaining, Ryan
Piercey jumped on the puck
and passed it to Moses, who
helped set up Matt Demelis
(2nd) for the goal to give
Worcester a 1-0 lead. All
three members of the Rail-
ers’ first line contributed to
the scoring play. Carriere
later made a great save on
Cronin, stretching out on his
side to keep the puck out.
With 6:30 left in the peri-
od, Tyson Fawcett dropped
the gloves with Wyllum
Deveaux following a big
hit by Deveaux on Worces-
ter’s Donhauser. Kaplan
later dropped the gloves
with Dylan MacKinnon as
the physical play contin-
ued. With 1:33 remaining,
Matt Hobbs was called for
interference, sending the
Railers back to the penalty
kill. The 1st period ended
with Worcester leading 1-0,
while the Mariners held a
14-9 advantage in shots on
goal.

The Mariners started the
2nd period on the power
play following a late penal-
ty in the 1st, but Worcester
successfully killed it off to

Please see RAILERS,
page 13
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Brooklyn Manning possesses
the ball.

LADY FALCONS
from page 11

to the U.K. by myself. I was
a little bit scared at first, but I
felt very safe over there. My
team had several training ses-
sions, and we played a couple
of games.”

Usher, along with Hum-
phries and Holden joined the
varsity squad as freshmen.
They won 13 games that sea-
son. The other four seniors
joined the soccer team as
sophomores.

The Brownies seniors
are Maya Gingerhua, Nawra
Ahmed, Marissa Fusco, Sam
Izzo, and Victoria Papova.
Papova, who’s a captain, was
the only senior starter against
Minnechaug.

It was not the first time
that the Brownies were the
opponents for the Lady Fal-
cons senior night.

Back in 2022, Agawam
head coach Laura Wray-Ra-

Maya Usher looks to pass to
her right.

mos watched her daughter,
Lilliana, play in her senior
night game for the Lady Fal-
cons, which was also a 4-0
Minnechaug victory.

The Brownies head coach
had the opportunity to coach
her youngest daughter, Gaby,
who’s a junior captain on this
year’s team.

It was a rebuilding season
for Agawam, who complet-
ed the regular season with a
3-12-1 overall record. The
Brownies are scheduled to
wrap up the 2026 campaign
with two non-playoff games.

Following the pregame
ceremony, the Lady Falcons
were awarded a penalty kick
six minutes into the opening
half when Sacco was fouled
in the penalty area. She then
stepped up to the spot and put
a low shot into the right cor-
ner just out of the reach of ju-
nior goalie Kayleen Sullivan
(16 saves), who attempted to
make a diving save.

Katelyn Hoar encounters a
defender.

It turned out to be the only
goal of the opening half by ei-
ther team.

After holding a 1-0 half-
time advantage, the Lady
Falcons scored their first goal
of the second half during the
56th minute when Holt blast-
ed a hard shot that got past
the keeper. Hoar was credited
with the assist.

Less than ten minutes lat-
er, Sacco assisted on a tap in
goal by Holden.

During the 69th minute,
Sacco delivered a pass from
the left side to the middle of
the field where sophomore
Stephanie Labadorf netted
her first career varsity goal
by putting a shot into the left
corner.

Minnechaug sophomore
goalie Isabel Horne only had
to make two saves in posting
her fifth shutout of the regular
season. Horne recorded an-
other shutout a couple of days
later.

B SENIORS

Monthly Highlights for October at the Hampden Senior Center:

Please call 566-5588 to
RSVP for all events or reg-
ister for classes at the senior
center.

Lunch is provided by
Greater Springfield Senior
Services daily at Noon. Sug-
gested donation is $3 per
meal. You must reserve lunch
by 11 a.m. one day prior. Feel
free to schedule reservations
for the month.

An Important Message
from Greater Springfield
Senior Services

In an effort to reduce food
waste, if you are unable to
attend the lunch you signed
up for, please call the Senior
Center the day before by 11
am. to cancel your meal.
Cancellations after 11 a.m.
will result in a wasted meal.
Thank you for your help in
reducing food waste!! Please
call GSSSI with any ques-
tions at 413.781.8800.

NEW CLASSES AND
PROGRAMS:

Mat Pilates with Alexis

Wednesdays from 9 to
9:45 a.m., through Nov. 4; $5
per class

Curious about Pilates?
This four-week Mat Pilates
series is a welcoming intro-
duction to a low-impact form
of exercise that focuses on
building strength, improving
balance and mobility, and
moving with greater control
and confidence. Classes will
use simple, intentional move-
ments that can be adapted to

a variety of fitness levels and
abilities.

Classes will be led by
Alexis Knight, a Balanced
Body-trained Pilates instruc-
tor and co-founder of Degree
Pilates, a new mat Pilates stu-
dio opening this fall in Wil-
braham. Degree Pilates will
offer mat-based classes in
heated and room-temperature
settings, designed for a range
of experience levels and fit-
ness goals.

Whether you’re complete-
ly new to Pilates or already
have some experience, this
series is a great opportunity
to learn the foundations and
experience the benefits of Pi-
lates in a supportive environ-
ment.

Ballroom Dance with
Christine is back!
4-week session; Wednes-
days, Nov. 4 from 10 to 11
a.m.

Discover the joy of ball-
room dancing!

Learn the basics & explore
styles like the Waltz, Rumba,
Foxtrot, Cha-Cha, Salsa, Tan-
go, and Swing.

No partner required—
your pro has you covered.

Instructor Chrisine
Kjellquist has enjoyed over
40 years as a trained dancer
and has been a certified pro-
fessional ballroom instructor
since 2002 & competitor in
the Rhythm and Smooth Ball-
room styles.

Cost is $40 per person for
the session. Please call 566-
5588 to reserve your spot.

Jazz Latin Infusion
Music and Movement
Class with Christine

4-week session; Wednes-
days, Nov. 4 from 11 am. to
Noon

Wear your sneakers and
join Christine for this fun,
energetic movement class de-
signed to get you on your feet
and give you a great cardio
workout! Start with an easy
warm-up and stretching, and
learn new, fun dance moves.
It’s Jazz dancing with a Latin
music kick!

Cost is $20 for the session
or $6 for drop-ins.

Evening Yoga
with Lisa Zizza
6-week session; Mondays,
Oct. 19 — Nov. 23 from 5:45
to 6:45 p.m.

Back by popular demand,
Lisa Zizza returns for evening
yoga. Cost is $30 for the ses-
sion prepaid

OCTOBER LUNCH AND
LEARN PROGRAMS:
Lunch is served at Noon,;
suggested donation of $3
for a GSSSI lunch; program
starts at 12:30 PM

OTHER SPECIAL PRO-
GRAMS HAPPENING IN
OCTOBER: Please call to
register for all programs.

HALLOWEEN
LUNCHEON
Friday, Oct. 30 at Noon;
$5 per person
Enjoy a delicious lunch of

Chicken Carbonara provided
by Greater Springfield Senior
Services, dessert from West-
field Technical Academy, and
stay for an afternoon full of
games and prizes.

Play candy BINGO
with prizes galore and prize
PLINKO sponsored by JGS
Lifecare.

MAKING MUSIC!
Monday Ukulele with
Amy Scott

8-week session: through
Nov. 9 (no class on October
12th).

Beginner Ukulele — 11:45
a.m. to 12:45 p.m.

Cost is $7 per class for
drop-ins.

Advanced Ukulele — 1 to
2:30 p.m.

Cost is $80 for the session.

“African Drumming”
with Jason

Fridays from 2 to 3 p.m.

12-week session: through
Dec. 11 (no class on 10/30 &
10/27)

$7 per class for drop-ins.
All are welcome! No previ-
ous experience is necessary.

ONGOING PROGRAMS:

Common Threads Led by
Joan Tompkins, PhD
Mondays, from 12:30 to

1:30 p.m.

Do you ever feel lone-
ly, discouraged, or over-
whelmed? We all experience
difficult times in our lives.

Come and join our friendly
group as we meet each week

to share, connect, and support
one another while navigating
life’s challenges and events.
There is no charge, and ev-
eryone is welcome!

Pickleball at
Thornton Burgess,

85 Wilbraham Road

Wednesdays, 8 to 9:30
am. 9:30 to 11 am., or 11
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

This program is for any-
one 60 and older who is new
to the sport or a beginner
to advanced-beginner who
wants to learn the rules and
practice playing. Please call
the Senior Center to register.

Pickleball Clinics

with Mary Grassetti

Our popular Pickleball
Clinics return in September!
We are offering a four-month
series designed to help play-
ers build their skills through
progressive instruction. Two
sessions are available:

Session 1 Beginner: 8 to
10 a.m. / Session 2 Advanced
Beginner: 10 a.m. to Noon

Remaining Fall Clinic
Dates: Nov. 18, and Dec. 16.

Clinic dates will replace
the regular Wednesday pick-
leball sessions.

Registration for the 2027
Spring Clinics will begin in
the new year. Information
will be available in the Scribe
and during the regular pick-
leball sessions once the dates
are confirmed. This program
is open to adults aged 60 and
older. Thank you to Mary
Grassetti for volunteering her

time and sharing her knowl-
edge to provide organized
instruction in our popular
clinics! Also, thanks to Ann
Maggio for overseeing all of
our pickleball session times
and clinics. And thank you to
Karen Kielb for continuing to
support our 11:00 am session.
Ann & Karen both bring their
knowledge of the game, along
with their enthusiasm and en-
couragement, to players who
are new to the sport. Thank
you to these wonderful ladies
for helping make our Senior
Pickleball Program a success!

Line Dancing with Mikki
Thursdays, 2:15 to 3:15
p.m..

Join the fun and learn line
dancing or build on the skills
you already have! Line danc-
ing is a great way to stay ac-
tive, improve balance and co-
ordination, meet new friends,
and enjoy music. No partner
is needed — just bring your
enthusiasm and get ready to
have fun!

Cost is $5.00 per class,
paid directly to the instructor.

MEMORY CAFE

EVERY FRIDAY AT
10:15 a.m. Please call Wendy
for more information.

Sponsored by: Friends of
Hampden Senior Citizens &
private donations.

The Memory Café is a
welcoming place for individ-
uals with memory challenges,
along with caregivers, family,

Please see SENIORS,
page 13
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before halftime, driving to
the Westfield 5-yard line, but
the Owls’ defense held on
fourth down to preserve the
shutout. Westfield finished
the first half with 184 rushing
yards and 348 total yards in
the game, compared with 90
rushing yards and 238 total
yards for the Panthers.

Plymouth State finally
broke through in the third
quarter. After recovering a
Westfield fumble, the Pan-
thers drove 41 yards on nine
plays, capped by a 1-yard
touchdown run by Josh Phil-
lips with 3:42 remaining in
the period. Ryan Bryant’s
extra point cut the deficit to
14-7.

Currier extended West-
field’s lead to 17-7 with a
26-yard field goal with 14:13
remaining in the fourth quar-
ter, finishing an eight-play,
66-yard drive.

The Panthers then capi-
talized on turnovers to seize
control. An interception and
a 37-yard return by Ricky
Phom helped set up Plymouth
State’s next scoring opportu-
nity, which ended with Drake
Dumont’s 1-yard touchdown
run with 8:17 remaining. Bry-
ant’s extra point made it 17-
14.

Plymouth State took its
first lead of the afternoon with
3:37 left when freshman quar-
terback Colton Lefebvre con-
nected with Hunter Trueman
for a 39-yard touchdown pass.

Bryant’s kick put the Panthers
ahead 21-17.

After Westfield lost an-
other fumble, Plymouth State
needed just six plays to cov-
er 58 yards. Jayden Graham
broke loose for a 22-yard
touchdown run with 1:28
remaining, completing the
fourth-quarter surge and set-
ting the final margin at 28-17.

Westfield’s offense was
led by Sumner, who com-
pleted 10 of 17 passes for
164 yards and rushed for a
touchdown. Ingham rushed
for 50 yards on four carries,
including his 31-yard scor-
ing run, while Kevin Moreira
also gained 50 yards on four
carries. Malachi Hymes led
the Owls with four receptions
for 98 yards, including a long

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

catch of 53 yards.

Plymouth State’s rushing
attack was paced by Graham,
who gained 52 yards on 13
carries and scored a touch-
down. Lefebvre completed
six of 16 passes for 126 yards
and a touchdown, while True-
man’s 39-yard scoring recep-
tion was the Panthers’ longest
touchdown play. Phillips and
Dumont added rushing touch-
downs.

Mark Wright Woodhouse
led the Owls defense with
eight tackles and forced a
fumble. Josh Marino and
Aydan Verba each made six
stops.

Westfield will travel to
Mass Maritime next Satur-
day, with a 12 noon kickoff at
Clean Harbors Stadium.

SENIORS from page 12

or friends, to gather in a safe,
supportive, and engaging en-
vironment.

Here’s what’s happening
in October at the Memory
Café:

10/30 — No Café — Join us
for the Halloween Luncheon

BLIND DATE
WITH A BOOK!

If you missed the meet-
ing in September but would
still like to participate, we
have plenty of “blind dates”
(books) available for you to
sign out! The theme for this
date is: “Walk Down Memory
Lane.”

Our next Blind Date with a
Book meeting will be held on
December 8th, and the theme
is “Winter Wonderland.” Sign
up for the next session now
and let us know if you prefer
large print! We look forward

to seeing you!

Special thanks to Mary
Grassetti for creating a fun
and engaging experience that
allows participants to learn
new things through a differ-
ent kind of book club, and
to the late Cindy O’Sullivan,
whose love of books, reading,
and education continues to
inspire us daily; and to Ellen
Moriarty and her team at the
Hampden Public Library.

OCTOBER &
NOVEMBER CRAFTS:
Don’t wait, call to sign up
now! Space is limited.

FREE PAPER PINECONE
FLOWERS with Sandy
Tuesday, Nov. 3, 10 a.m.
to Noon

HOLIDAY LOOPED
YARN WREATH with Kim

Tuesday, Nov. 10, 10 a.m.
to Noon.

Cost is $10.00. All materi-
als will be provided.

Fall/Winter Puzzle Pacs
are available in the lobby at
the Senior Center.

Return your completed
Puzzle Pac by December 1st
for a chance to win a gift card.

“Come What May” Bou-
tique... is open in our lobby
for all to shop during normal
business hours.

Monday through Friday,
9:00 am to 3:00 pm.

We accept donations of
new or gently used clothing,
outerwear, accessories, and
footwear.

All proceeds from Bou-
tique sales will benefit the
needs of the Senior Center.

HELP US STOCK OUR
SHELVES with Liquid Hand
Soap.

Thank you to those who

donated tissues last month.
Every month, we will tar-
get a different item to help
fill monthly Personal Needs
Bags.

Due to space constraints,
please refrain from purchas-
ing warehouse-sized items.

Did you know we offer the
following services....

FREE Blood Pressure
Clinic — Walk-in 9:15 to
10:45 a.m.

Tuesdays with Ann Mag-
gio, RN, or Ruth Haley, RN

Thursdays with Karen
Blair, RN

Gift Cards make great
gifts and are available for pur-
chase at the Senior Center!

Anyone of any age is wel-
come to schedule appoint-
ments for these services.

Please call 566-5588 to
schedule your appointments.

RAILERS from page 12

maintain a 1-0 lead. Matt
Demalis made a great in-
dividual play through the
opposing zone and drew
a hooking penalty against
Antonio Venuto while on
the penalty kill to create a
4-on-4 situation. Declan
McDonnell nearly extended
the Railers’ lead on a break-
away, but his shot hit the
post. Mason Primeau also
created a chance with a take-
away and shot, but couldn’t
convert the rebound. The
period became increasingly
physical, with Bloom called
for interference at 9:57 and
Linus Hemstrom called for
tripping at 14:32. At 11:41,
M. Andreev scored his third
shorthanded goal of the
weekend to tie the game 1-1
for Maine. Late in the peri-
od, more penalties followed
as Gabe Blanchard was
called for slashing, while
Lincoln Hatten and Wyllum
Deveaux received roughing
minors. With 1:17 remain-
ing in the period, Bloom
(1st) scored on the power
play, assisted by Andreev
and Venuto, giving the Mar-
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iners a 2-1 lead heading into
the 3rd period.

The Railers and Mari-
ners went through the open-
ing three minutes of the 3rd
period without much action,
with both teams dumping
the puck into the opposing
zone and trying to create
pressure. Underwood had a
wrist-shot opportunity but
stopped in front of the net
as players looked for a tip.
Maine continued search-
ing for an insurance goal
while Worcester looked to
even the score. With 11:24
remaining, Cole Donhaus-
er was called for boarding,
sending the Railers to the
penalty kill. Worcester suc-
cessfully killed off the pen-
alty to keep the game within
reach. At that point, Maine
led 33-24 in shots on goal.
Lincoln Hatten was later
called for high-sticking at
16:09. At 15:19, Antonio
Venuto (1st) scored off as-
sists from Robert Cronin
and Ryan Francis to extend
Maine’s lead to 3-1. The
Mariners went on to secure
the victory, taking a 2-1 lead
in the season series.

T-BIRDS from page 12

od as Jack Devine funneled
a wrister from point position
over Cranley’s glove, tying
the score and sending a 1-1
game into the third for a sec-
ond straight evening.

As was the case on Fri-
day, shots on goal heavily
favored the Checkers for the
game and especially in the
third, as Charlotte twirled 15
pucks on Cranley. However,
the T-Birds proved opportu-
nistic, as Jack Finley found
a loose puck in the left circle

near the boards and whipped
a perfect blind cross-ice
feed to Dylan Peterson,
who punched a shot through
Gerasimyuk to restore the
T-Birds lead, 2-1, at 6:32 of
the third.

Peterson’s clutch tally
would be all Cranley need-
ed, as the Springfield penalty
kill dispatched two addition-
al Charlotte power plays to
bring the game to its finish
line. Cranley finished with
27 stops and has now turned
away 111 of 116 shots over
his first four starts.
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Custom Floral
Arrangements
Unique Gifts &

Collectibles

BY MY SIDE
R BY MY SIDE
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Keepsake Gifts
Memorial

Flowers

Remembrance
Lamps

TED METAYER, JR.
TED METAYER IlI

Owners/Designers

64 East Street

Ludlow, MA 01056

(413) 547-6164
(888) 248-1901

theodoremetayer@yahoo.com
www.heavenlyinspirationsflowers.com

nk

CLEANERS, INC.

Ask about
special pricing <3¢
for first
responders
262 Allen St., Springfield

Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

"

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners

Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR

One Monarch Place 464 Main St., Wilbraham
Ste. 200, Springfield
Mon. « Wed. « Fri.

413-736-5476 « parkcleaners413.com

GREAT SERVICE

DRY CLEANING
when you

pre-pay!

Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm
Sun. closed

WWW.ALEGRI

ADANCE.COM

WHERE DANCE
CONNECTS US ... AND
LIFELONG FRIENDS

ARE MADE!

658 CENTER STREET
LUDLOW, MA 01056
413-583-2321

<

Computer Systems
Repairs e Upgrades
New & Used Equipment e Trade-ins
Where Technology Has Met It’s Match
Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and
everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.
2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 ® www.pocosys.com

POST

Affordable Waste Solutions

Your Hometown Provider for
Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

%nm/yj

Ted Metayer, Jr./Ted Metayer Il

64 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 547-6164 » (888) 248-1901

theodoremetayer@yahoo.com
www.heavenlyinspirationsflowers.com
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Flowers ¢ Gifts
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Owners/Designers
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Classifieds

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS |

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

ESTATE SALE

LARGE COLLECTION FROM THE
1950’S to the 1980’s. Everything must be
sold. Call to see 413-531-6835.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches,
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising,
radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item
or entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS

ST. JUDE THANK YOU for answering my
prayer. PF

WANTED!
CASH for:

* Machinist tools, power tools

& Snap on.
« Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.

Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy
(860) 874-8396

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2**xx**xxA & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. OIL TANK REMOVAL.
Cheaper than dumpster fees and we do
all the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured »

Providing safe, reliable electrical

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.
Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301
or visit my website at
dannyselectricllc.com
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured.
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates.
Lic. #14960A. 413-533-8867

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN SERVICES. 30 years ex-
perience, replacement windows, painting,
patching, laminate flooring, carpet installa-
tion/repair, and storage solutions. Call/text
413-777-3376.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &
Deck Specialists
Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING

HENRY’S LAND CLEARING INC.
Clearing and forestry mulching
for lot clearing, perimeter clearing,
1-5+ acres & stumping.
Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen &
Military Discounts

Call 413-279-1050

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

Post your job openings

in our classifieds section.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 1-413-283-8393

HOME IMPROVEMENT

“Waller

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing ¢ Drywall ¢
Painting * & more!

(413) 687'5552/

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice. Serving Palmer, Barre and surround-
ing area. Call (508)867-2550

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. Interior
painting/staining, wallpaper removal, wall/
ceiling resurfacing, cabinet painting. Qual-
ity workmanship, fully insured. Free esti-
mates. Call 413-896-8264.

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

RETIRED GUY
Will paint an average size room for $200.
Quality work. References available. Dave
413-323-6858.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates/ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming
Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing
ISA Certified Arborist & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

services for residential and com-
c LASS I FI E D mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
DEADLINES CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
FRIDAY AT NOON 5 i
\
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393
A NR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base frice
2 sess g | 22 Beh| 2 | 28 i
2 Beseiice | 26 Bassie | 27 maseirice| 28 Bese Pt
29 P 30 | 91 | 32 s
3 Betmn | 34 B non| 39 Betasso| 36 B a0
37 Beeiase | 38 Beaane | 39 Beeanse| 40 i
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard Q VISA d Discover 1 Cash Q Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

HUBBARDSTON

) o
New snu
T NORTH

ViEST

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

[EST
SPRINGFIELD

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
We do what others don't.

We grind stumps of any size, provide
cleanup and add loam and seed.
Certified & Fully Insured.

Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

MAINE COON KITTENS, 8 weeks-old,
2 females/1 male. Lovable, playful. First
shots, ready now. $450. Ask for Claire,
978-820-1225.

WEST HIGHLAND WHITE TERRIER
PUPPIES. AKC Reg. Males and females,
Great family pets, good with children. First
vaccination, ready 11/20. Taking deposits,
413-596-8190

BIDS FOR SNOW REMOVAL
For church and parsonage.
Cleaning around entry ways, sidewalk and

handicap ramp required.

Submit interests to
firstchurchblandford@gmail.com
This is for the First Congregational Church

of Blandford, 91 Main St., Blandford

SKILLED RELIABLE WORKER for
Home Improvement. $18 to $35 per
hour depending on skills. Full or part-time,
must be local and have reliable transporta-
tion to Belchertown.
Call/text
Todd “Hoot the Handyman LLC”
413-636-9181.

We seek an energetic, enthusiastic,
and well-organized person
for the position of
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/
CLERICAL PART-TIME.
This is a part-time position of 20 to 25
hours per week at $680, depending on
Workload. Need to be detail-oriented,
possess good customer service skills,
some cash & items handling skills.
Apply Email:
wowwhunn@outlook.com

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

HOUSE FOR RENT DOWNTOWN
MONSON. 3bedroom/1bath. No pets. No
smoking. $1850.00 per month. Call 413-
478-4120 or 413-237-0417

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling
brook, I-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths,
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch, beach rights. Enjoy na-
ture trails, very quiet private area. $3000/
monthly rental fee. Bernice Stone 774-
262-6667.

|_FOR RENT |
&=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.
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“We have an emergency
food pantry and a thrift shop.
The thrift shop supports the
food pantry,” noted Turcotte
who explained how important
this event is to the Center. “It’s
a tremendous help. It will help
us buy a lot of food to help get
us through the holiday time
and pay a couple of bills.”

Asked if she’s seen an in-
crease in need, Turcotte re-
sponded, “Yes, a lot of need,
especially with the SNAP cuts
and everything. There’s a lot
more families in need.”

George Reich, who has
been a Knight for 10 years and
was in his third year chairing
this event, was pleased with
what they’ve been able to ac-
complish.

“Last year, at this dinner,
we raised and donated $9,000
to the Survival Center,” Reich
said.

When asked why this event
was important for the Knights,
Reich replied, “This is one of
the opportunities we have to
give back,” and highlighted
the many volunteer man-hours
their members provided in the
kitchen as well as with ticket
sales, soliciting raffle prizes,
decorating the room and serv-
ing as bartenders for the event.

Judging from the packed
parking lot, it was no surprise
that the Knights had another
sell-out crowd that came for
the dinner. On the menu for
the second year in a row was a
crowd favorite of Chicken Par-
mesan, pasta, salad, bread, cof-
fee and a plate of two cannolis
to close out the meal.

What was the audience re-
action to the meal?

“They love what they’re
getting. You can see their eyes
light up....It’s all made from
scratch,” said Eric Forni from
Hampden, a Knight and one of

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

(L-R) Clinton Mathias (Wilbraham), Autumn Mathias (Wilbraham), Fabienne Dubois (Wilbraham)

and Patrice Dubois (Wilbraham) enjoy the event.

the sauce servers.

Many members of the
Knights of Columbus Council
10195 were present to han-
dle the various tasks for the
evening such as cooking and
serving the entrée buffet style
as well as selling tickets for
their “legendary” raffle con-
sisting of 45 items donated
by many local businesses, or-
ganizations, parishioners and
Knights.

Many gift cards, gift bas-
kets and other items were
available for lucky attendees
to win with a separate raffle
drawing for the Grand Prize of
a set of assorted lottery tickets
and a $100 bill.

Youth volunteers from
St. Cecilia’s Parish were on
hand to help with the serving
of tables as needed as well as
the clean-up and putting away
chairs after the event.

In his comments before the
meal blessing, Fr. James Nolte,
St. Cecilia’s Pastor, expressed
his gratitude to everyone for
coming and especially for the
hard work of the Knights and
their helpers.

“It’s wonderful that we’re
doing this for the Survival
Center and to help out those

B PUBLIC NOTICES

Wilbraham
Community
Preservation Committee
Annual Public Hearing

The Wilbraham Communi-
ty Preservation Committee will
hold its Annual Public Hearing
on Thursday, November 5th,
2026 at 6:00 PM in the con-
ference room at the Wilbraham
Town Hall, 240 Springfield
Street.

The purpose of this hearing
is to get input from the general
public as it relates to Community
Preservation efforts in Wilbra-
ham in the categories of Open
Space, Historic Resources, Rec-
reational Land and Community
Housing. Members of other mu-
nicipal boards and committees as
well as Town employees are also
welcome to attend. This hear-
ing will be followed by a regu-
lar meeting of the Community

Preservation Committee. The
agenda for the hearing/meeting
will be posted on the Town Hall
outdoor bulletin board and on the
Town’s website at https://www.
wilbraham-ma.gov/at least 48
hours prior to the meeting time
and date

10/22, 10/29/2026

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
PUBLIC HEARING:
TAX CLASSIFICATION
(Posted October 20, 2026)

The hearing will begin at
6:30 PM, November 10, 2026

The Wilbraham Select Board
will hold a public hearing on
Tuesday, November 10, 2026,
at 6:30 P.M. in the Town Office
Building, Select Board’s Meeting
Room, 240 Springfield Street, for
the purpose of explaining, and
soliciting comments relevant to,

less fortunate,” Nolte said.
Background music during
dinner was provided by Min-
nechaug student Ella Gagliar-
ducci playing the piano with
fellow student Elijah Mathias
playing violin. After the meal,
the audience enjoyed Italian
classics and sing-a-long se-
lections sung by Carol Ad-

the establishment of the property
tax rate for fiscal year 2027. The
hearing will be conducted in ac-
cordance with the Massachusetts
General Laws, Chapter 30A,
Sections 18-25. Residents may
comment relative to the adoption
of the tax levy percentages re-
quired by Massachusetts General
Laws, Chapter 40, Section 56,
as amended. Anyone wishing to
testify or comment should par-
ticipate, virtually or in person, at
the hearing at the time and date
noted above.
WILBRAHAM
SELECT BOARD
10729, 11/05/2026

Job Connection

HELPING YOU FIND HELP

If you have job postings to fill,
get them the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions
you have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section
will run in your community newspapers.

5.25" x 4"

$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper
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From left to right, Knight Bill Jolivet (Ludlow), Knight Matt
Villamaino (Wilbraham) and Knight Eric Forni (Hampden).

amski-Maggi, a cantor at St.
Cecilia’s Parish, with piano ac-
companiment by Gagliarducci.

”T think it’s a wonderful
way to bring community to-
gether,” Adamski-Maggi said.

At each table was a small
printed songbook featuring the
lyrics to the evening’s song
set of “Funiculi, Funicula”,

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).
Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.
Thank you.

Here is Grand Knight Josh Mitchell with the banner.

“Torno a Surriento,” “That’s
Amore,” “O Sole Mio,” “Vo-
lare,” “Non Dimenticar,” “San-
ta Lucia” and “Arrivederci
Roma.”

Knight Giuseppe Daniele
of Wilbraham joined in with
his powerful baritone voice to
accompany Adamski-Maggi in
a few of the musical numbers,
much to the delight of the au-
dience.

Turcotte was pleased with
how the evening turned out.

“The food was great. It was
a sellout. It was a good night,”
Turcotte said.

Grand Knight Josh Mitch-
ell stressed the importance of
the work of the Knights of Co-
lumbus.

“It’s charity, it’s faith, the
unity that we have with our
brother Knights, all that en-
compasses into one. We'’re
helping not only our parish,
but our community (as well),”
Mitchell said.

Reich was proud of the
work the Knights of Columbus
Council 10195 has done over
the years, noting, “Over the
last 10 years, we have donat-
ed $346,000 to groups such as
this (all events combined)....
We do a Thanksgiving Food
Drive. We do an Easter Food
Drive.....We just completed a
Coats for Kids Drive...They
were doing a Tootsie Roll
Drive last weekend.....We do
numerous events throughout
the year.”

“The Knights are always
looking for new members. We
have a wide range of ages...
We have a vibrant, active
group,” Reich said.

To learn more about the
Knights, visit kofcwilbraham.
com. Information about the
Community Survival Center is
available at communitysurviv-
alcenter.org.

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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The Beauty of
a Wood Deck
Without the Upkeep.

From cozy outdoor living rooms to

breathtaking multi-level escapes, every - :;-_-4
deck that our craftsmen build is designed, | E—
engineered, and constructed with quality,
craftsmanship, and endless possibilities in
mind. We turn your backyard vision into a

stunning, long-lasting reality. TimberTech
E):TERIORS EVEYTING WOOD SHOLDE®

GINEERED TO LAST BEAUTIFULL

LOCAL.

FAMILY-OWNED.
IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.

OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES
(
)

otld HOMETOWN GOGREEN

HOME PERFORMANCE
= EXTERIORS -

ELECTRICAL * PLUMBING * HVAC * INSULATION

OF WESTERN MASS

413-485-7335 413-417-8787 413-417-8800 866-463-6261

BELCHERTOWN = WESTFIELD = ADAMS



