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By Selena Nguyen
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - Min-
nechaug  Regional High
School was represented in the
annual Big E parade on Sept.
29, where the Marching Band
presented the Military Escort
March (arr. Bennett), joined
by the color guard, who
showcased their flag-spinning
skills.

Dave Morris, Director of
Band and Strings, described
the yearly event as a valuable
performance opportunity and
bonding activity, as it is the
first event of the year the en-
tire band is together outside
of football home games.

“It’s a different group
every year. The bigger the
group, the more numerous the
challenges can be in terms of
logistics. I think the hardest
part is you never know what
to expect in terms of weather,
crowd, and all the elements
you can’t control about a pa-
rade,” Morris said. “So for the
kids, it’s a lesson of flexibility
and tact.”

The students expressed
great excitement towards the
event every year and a sense
of pride in representing their
school at such a major event.

Senior Drum Major Abi-
gail Lee, who was one of the
students leading the March-
ing Band, expressed her ex-
citement.

Please see BAND, page 5
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One of the band members waves to the camera as it nears parade time.
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Susan Gove of Ludlow and Pam Carney of Monson show

off their stained glass.

Seniors create stained
glass in WSC workshop

By Harold Anderson
Correspondent
WILBRAHAM - The

announcement in the Wil-
braham Senior Center’s
newsletter asked people to
“Get ready to unleash your
creativity” and that certain-
ly was in evidence as area
seniors participated in a
Stained Glass Workshop on
Tuesday, Oct. 6 at the Cen-
ter.

The audience consisted
of some people with previ-
ous crafting experience as
well as those who were new
to the idea of working with
stained glass.

Led by Ann O’Toole
from East Longmeadow, a
full class of about a dozen
eager crafters gathered to
make their own 5x7 arched
stained-glass window to

proudly take home with
them. In a short presenta-
tion to begin the workshop,
O’Toole introduced herself
to the audience.

“I recently retired and
this is my hobby,” O’Toole
said and added, “I’ve been
working in stained glass for
about over 20 years.”

What does O’Toole like
most about stained-glass art?

“Watching all the differ-
ent designs people make.
I really love that....Every-
body has their own creativ-
ity.....Everything comes out
different....no two alike,”
O’Toole said.

The style of the stained-
glass window for this work-
shop was in the mosaic style.
O’Toole recounted her own

Please see STAINED
GLASS, page 15

Fall Special Town Meeting Warrant officially set

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The war-
rant for the Fall Special Town
Meeting in Hampden has of-
ficially been finalized and set
after the Selectboard reviewed
it on Oct. 5.

After reviewing the war-
rant articles, the board offi-
cially closed and signed the
warrant.

As a reminder, the Fall
Special Town Meeting is
scheduled for Monday, Oct.
26, at 6:30 p.m. at the Hamp-
den Town Hall and will also
be streamed online through

the Town of Hampden You-
Tube page.

There are 25 warrant arti-
cles.

Article One focuses on
proposed amendments to the
Hampden-Wilbraham Re-
gional School District’s re-
gional agreement. Readers
can check out the proposed

changes in full by visiting the
town website and the Town
Clerk’s office; they will also
be handed out at STM.
Articles Two through Five
are budget amendments.
Article Two will vote to
amend the vote taken under
Article 7 of the May 11, 2026,
Annual Town Meeting to in-

crease the budget line item
“69.1 Assessment (Regional
School District)” and further
raise and appropriate or trans-
fer from unappropriated avail-
able funds a sum of money
for additional funding for the
HWRSD.

Article Three, meanwhile,
will be a vote on whether to

raise and appropriate or trans-
fer from unappropriated avail-
able funds a sum of money to
pay the Town’s portion of the
Hampden Wilbraham Region-
al School District’s Capital
Assessment.

Article Four will be a vote

Please see STM, page 2

‘Sourdough Brandon’ visits the WSC

By Harold Anderson
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - Bran-
don Cochran of Granville,
Mass., who goes by the nick-
name “Sourdough Brandon”
came to the Wilbraham Se-
nior Center on Wednesday,

Oct. 7 to present an hour-long
Sourdough Workshop to a
large audience at the Center.

He introduced himself as
a full-time sourdough recipe
developer.

“I do these workshops all
over Massachusetts and New
England,” Cochran said.

Turley photo by Harold Anderson
Sourdough Brandon, Brandon Cochran, and Wilbraham
resident Rosemary Surdyka displays the small container of
sourdough starter each participant received.

Everyone in attendance
found a small container with
sourdough starter on their
chair as they arrived as well
as an instruction sheet with
details on “How to Maintain
Your Sourdough Starter.”

“At this point, I've given
out my sourdough starter to
over 3,000 people,” Cochran
said.

“So, I'm kinda like the
Johnny Appleseed of sour-
dough in the area,” he added
to laughter from the audience.

Cochran noted that people
“may have heard that having
a sourdough starter is like
having a pet,” but remarked
instead that, “I don’t want
this to be a chore for you.
This should be a fun hobby,”
saying that he would go over
“ways to maintain and adjust
the feedings of your starter to
make it work for your sched-
ule and your life depending
on how much you bake.”

Cochran explained that
sourdough starter “looks very
much alive. That’s because it
is. A sourdough starter is a live

Please see SOURDOUGH,
page 13
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A group photo of James Wadzinski with members of Wilbraham Scout Troop 359 and

volunteers for his Eagle Scout project at Rice Nature Preserve.

Wadzinski completes Eagle Scout project

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

WILBRAHAM - James
Wadzinski, a member of Wil-
braham Scout Troop 359,
recently completed an Eagle
Scout project for Rice Nature
Preserve.

The project was complet-
ed on Sept. 9 and Sept. 20

and is now in the final review
process, which will include
Wadzinski filling out a pro-
posal binder with pictures
during and after the project,
getting six more merit badges
and composing a letter of his
life ambitions. All of these
will then be sent to the Eagle
Board of Review and when
accepted, he will attain Eagle
Scout status.

Wadzinski explained the
project involved renovating a
trail on the back of the pre-
serve, working with the Open
Space & Recreation Com-
mittee and the Conservation
Committee.

“They wanted some
trails that weren’t blazed to
be obscured so that people

Please see EAGLE SCOUT,
page 10
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Hampden Theatre Guild to hold ‘Barefoot
in the Park’ auditions on Oct. 27-28

HAMPDEN - “Barefoot
in the Park” by Neil Simon is
a romantic comedy about the
chaotic first days of marriage
for a young couple with op-
posite personalities.

Auditions will be held
on Oct. 27 and 28 from 6:30
to 8:30 pm. at the Hampden
Town Hall, the former Thorn-
ton Burgess School, 85 Wil-
braham Rd., Hampden, MA.

Synopsis:

Corie and Paul Bratter
are a newlywed couple. For

their first home, they live
in an apartment on the top
floor of a brownstone in New
York City. Corie is optimistic
about their future together,
while Paul, the more anxious
and grounded half of the cou-
ple, worries about the various
flaws in the apartment, such
as a hole in the skylight, their
leaky closet, and the lack of
a bathtub. Shortly after mov-
ing in, Corie attempts to set
her mother up with their ec-
centric neighbor Mr. Velasco.

During the course of four
days, the couple learns to
live together while facing the
usual daily ups-and-downs.
Corie wants Paul to become
more easy-going: for exam-
ple, to run “barefoot in the
park”.

All roles open.

Corie Bratter: (20’s- early
30’s)A vibrant, romantic, and
adventurous free spirit who
loves spontaneity.

Paul Bratter: (25- early
30’s) Corie’s new husband,

a conservative, cautious, and
straight-laced lawyer.

Ethel Banks: (45-early
60’s) Corie’s proper, tradi-
tional, and widowed mother.

Victor Velasco: (50-65)
The eccentric, bohemian attic
neighbor who lives upstairs.

Telephone  Repairman:
(40-60’s) A weary man who
struggles with the apart-
ment’s fifth-floor climb.

If you have questions,
please contact Margie Secora
at 310-210-6705.

Halloween Decoration Contest

WILBRAHAM - The Wil-
braham Welcome Project an-
nounces “The Great Hallow-
een Decorating Contest.”

Open to all residents and
businesses in  Wilbraham/
Hampden. Multiple award cat-
egories including The Moun-
tain Of Fright Award (scariest
house), The Peach And Black
Award (most original display),
The Falcon’s Flight Award
(most  family-friendly  dis-
play), The Boo-Tique Award
(best business display), The
Haunted Hollow Award (best
decorated street), The Apple
Orchard Award (best harvest
display).

Sign up at https://www.

thewilbrahamwelcomeproject.
com/halloween. Judging will
be the weekend of October 24-
25. Winners will receive a tro-
phy, lawn sign, and bragging
rights for a year.

STM from page 1

to amend the vote taken under
Article 7 of the May 11, 2026,
Annual Town Meeting to in-
crease the budget line item
“23.2 Monitoringnesting”
(Transfer Station) and further
to raise and appropriate or
transfer from unappropriated
available funds a sum of mon-
ey to support additional fund-
ing for the monitoring and
testing at the Transfer Station.

On Article Five, this is a
vote to amend the vote taken
under Article 7 of the May
11, 2026, Annual Town Meet-
ing to increase the budget
line item *“7.3 Unemployment
Compensation” (Insurance)
and further to raise and ap-
propriate or transfer from un-
appropriated available funds a
sum of money for additional
funding for unemployment
expenses.

Articles Six through 11
focus on capital projects and
equipment.

Articles Six and Seven
will be a vote to raise and ap-
propriate or transfer from un-

appropriated available funds
a sum of money to purchase
and equip new police cruisers,
including all incidental and
related costs for the Hampden
Police Department.

Article Eight is a vote
to raise and appropriate or
transfer from unappropriat-
ed available funds a sum of
money to purchase and equip
a new pickup truck, includ-
ing all incidental and related
costs, for the Hampden High-
way Department.

Article 9 is a vote on
whether to transfer the re-
maining balance of funds
appropriated under Article
7 “HVAC Installation at the
New Hampden Town Hall
(Formerly Thornton W. Bur-
gess School)” of the Novem-
ber 3, 2025, Special Town
Meeting for building and site
improvements at the Town
Hall, including but not limit-
ed to septic system improve-
ments, asbestos abatement
and installing new flooring
and all incidental and related
costs.

Article 10 is to see if the

Election letters must be
received by Oct. 16

The Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times welcomes read-
ers to participate in this
year’s state election by
writing letters to the editor
for publication.

Letters of up to 250
words from local residents
endorsing candidates on
the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should
be sent to The Wilbra-
ham-Hampden Times,
care of Turley Publica-
tions, 24 Water St., Palm-
er, MA 01069, faxed to
413-289-1977 or emailed

to krivers@turley.com by
noon on Friday, Oct. 16 to
be published in the Thurs-
day, Oct. 22 edition. No
endorsement letters will be
printed in the last edition
before the election.

Letter writers need to
provide their name and the
town they reside in.

Please include a day-
time telephone number
(for verification purpos-
es only) when submitting
your letter. Your phone
number will not be print-
ed.

Town will vote to transfer the
remaining balance of funds
appropriated under Article 14
“Moving Costs for Adminis-
trative Offices and Library”
of the May 12, 2025, Annual
Town Meeting for building
and site improvements at the
Town Hall, including but not
limited to electrical, light-
ing and well improvements,
and all incidental and relat-
ed costs; and further to raise
and appropriate or transfer
from unappropriated avail-
able funds an additional sum
of money.

Article 11 is a vote on
whether to raise and appro-
priate or transfer from un-
appropriated available funds
a sum of money to repair or
replace the automatic transfer
switch to the generator at the
Green Meadows Elementary
School, including all inciden-
tal and related costs.

Article 12 focuses on
whether to raise and appropri-
ate or transfer from unappro-
priated available funds a sum
of money for activities and
celebrations to commemorate
the founding of the Town of
Hampden in 1878, includ-
ing all incidental and related
costs. This concerns the Town
of Hampden’s 150th Celebra-
tion in 2028.

Article 13 concerns debt
service payments, so wheth-
er to raise and appropriate or
transfer from unappropriated
available funds a sum of mon-
ey for the purpose of making
a debt service payment for the
Scantic Valley Water District
Expansion Project.

Articles 14 through 16
center around the former
Hampden Town House.

Article 14 would be to see
if the Town will vote to autho-
rize the Selectboard to sell,
on such terms and conditions
and for such consideration,
as it deems appropriate, all
or a part of the Town-owned
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e Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal * Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
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building and property located
at 625 Main Street, Hamp-
den, MA, formerly known as
the Town House, containing
approximately one (1) acre,
more or less and identified
as Assessor’s Parcel 35-17-0,
and, further, to authorize the
Selectboard to take such oth-
er action as may be needed to
carry out the vote to be taken
hereunder.

On Article 15, this would
be a vote to authorize the Se-
lectboard to explore the reuse
of all or a portion of the for-
mer Hampden Town House,
containing approximately one
(1) acre, more or less, and
identified as Assessor’s Parcel
35-17-0, and, in connection
therewith, to authorize the Se-
lectboard to enter into a pub-
lic private partnership, lease,
leaseback, Or a similar ar-
rangement, for such property,
for a term of up to 99 years,
on such terms and conditions
and for such consideration as
the Selectboard deems appro-
priate, and to authorize the
Selectboard to take such oth-
er action as may be needed to
carry out the vote to be taken
hereunder.

Article 16, meanwhile, is
to see if the Town will vote
to authorize the Selectboard
to explore the reuse of all or a
portion of the former Hamp-
den Town House, containing
approximately one (1) acre,
more or less, and identified
as Assessor’s Parcel 35-170
and, particularly, to use said
property for historical, cul-
tural, educational or civic
purposes, and to authorize the
Selectboard to take such oth-
er action as may be needed to
carry out the vote to be taken
hereunder.

Article 17 focuses on an
authorization to lease town
property for communica-
tion purposes, with a vote on
whether to authorize the Se-
lectboard to lease from time

to time such portion or por-
tions of the Town-owned for-
mer Town landfill, located off
of Cross Road and identified
as Assessor’s Parcel 19-085-
000, for telecommunications
purposes for terms of up to
30 years. Also, grant access,
utility and/or other easements
on said property for the fore-
going purposes, all on such
terms and conditions, and for
such consideration, as the Se-
lectboard deems appropriate.

Articles 18 and 19 concern
zoning bylaw amendments.

Article 18 would be a
vote to amend the Hampden
Zoning Bylaws, Section 7.16
“Solar Energy System(s)”.
The language can be found
in Attachment B, which is on
the town website, in the Town
Clerk’s office and via handout
at STM.

Atrticle 19 would be a vote
to amend Hampden Zoning
Bylaws, Section 4 “Continu-
ation of Existing Uses”. The
language can be found in At-
tachment C, which is on the
town website, in the Town
Clerk’s office and via handout
at STM.

Article 20 concerns a local
acceptance item. Here, this is
a vote on whether to accept
the provisions of General
Laws, Chapter 44, Section
53FY4 to allow the Town to
establish a separate revenue
account to be known as the
PEG Access and Cable Re-
lated Fund, in which may be
deposited funds received in
connection with a franchise
agreement between a cable
operator and the Town and
further that monies in the
fund shall only be appropriat-
ed for cable-related purposes
consistent with the franchise
agreement.

Article 21 is a certified
citizens’ petition, asking for
a vote to authorize the Se-
lectboard to file a Special Act
with the Massachusetts Gen-
eral Court to permit a Hamp-
den reserve police officer to
continue serving past the nor-
mal retirement age of 65 and
potentially to 75 years of age.

This pertains to Reserve Ofc.
Michael Kane and reads as
follows:

“SECTION 1. Notwith-
standing any general or spe-
cial law to the contrary, Mi-
chael Kane, a reserve member
of the police department of
the town of Hampden un-
til he reached the age of 70,
may continue to serve in such
position until the age Of 75,
the date of his retirement or
non-reappointment or the date
he is relieved of his duties by
the town, whichever occurs
first; provided, however, that
he is mentally and physical-
ly capable of performing the
duties of his office; and pro-
vided further, that the town
may, at its own expense, re-
quire that Police Officer Kane
be examined by an impartial
physician designated by the
town to determine such capa-
bility. No deductions shall be
made from the regular com-
pensation of Michael Kane
pursuant to chapter 32 of the
General Laws in connection
with his service to the town
for retirement or pension pur-
poses,” it reads. “SECTION
2. This act shall take effect
upon its passage.”

Articles 22 through 25 are
financial transfers.

Article 22 would be a vote
on whether to transfer from
unappropriated available
funds a sum of money to the
Conservation Trust Fund.

Article 23 would be a vote
on whether to transfer from
unappropriated available
funds a sum of money for the
purpose of reducing the tax
rate for Fiscal Year 2027.

Article 24 would be a vote
on whether to transfer a sum
of money from the General
Stabilization Account for the
purpose of reducing the tax
rate for Fiscal Year 2027.

Article 25 would be a vote
on whether to transfer a sum
of money from unappropri-
ated available funds into the
General Stabilization Ac-
count.
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Wilbraham
in-person early
voting hours

WILBRAHAM - The
State Election is being held
on Tuesday, November 3,
2026 at Minnechaug Region-
al High School, 621 Main St.

Registered voters in Mas-
sachusetts have the opportu-
nity to cast their ballot in-per-
son before the State Election.
In-person early voting for
Wilbraham registered voters
is being held at the Wilbra-
ham Town Hall, 240 Spring-
field Street, on the following

dates and times: Hours of
Early Voting:
 Saturday, Oct. 17 7 a.m. to
1 p.m.

* Monday, Oct. 19 thru Fri-
day, Oct. 23, 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.

* Saturday, Oct. 24 10 a.m. to
4 p.m.

* Monday, Oct. 26 thru Fri-
day, Oct. 30 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.

Note: The ballot is two
pages, the first page is double
sided.

For more information
visit our website at Wilbra-
ham-ma.gov or contact the
Wilbraham Town Clerk’s Of-
fice with any questions. (413)
596-2800 x200 or Clerks@
Wilbraham-ma.gov.

Senior Class Tag
Sale Fundraiser

WILBRAHAM - The
Minnechaug Regional High
School Senior Class Council
will be holding a Senior Class
Tag Sale Fundraiser on Satur-
day, Oct. 17, from 8 a.m. to 2
p.m. at the school.

The Senior Class Council
is inviting local businesses
and community members to
rent a parking space for $30
to sell their items, whether
that be books, clothes, games,
furniture and other household
items.

To learn more, contact
Michele Magee at mmagee @
hwrsd.org.
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Federated Community Church of Hampden
to host centennial event on Oct. 18

HAMPDEN - All are
welcome to come celebrate
with The Federated Commu-
nity Church of Hampden as
it recognizes its one hundred
years of history in the com-
munity. The free-admission
centennial event will take
place at 11 a.m. Sunday,
Oct. 18 on the church prop-
erty at 590 Main Street in
Hampden: It will include
live musical performances
of ten songs selected from
each of the past ten decades
as well as a cookout with
hamburgers, hotdogs, cake,
and more. The event will
take place rain or shine, with
music performances moving
indoors if necessitated by
the weather. Records of the
church’s history will be ex-
hibited for display, showing
how our church and its role

in the broader communi-
ty have developed over the
years.

The Federated Commu-
nity Church of Hampden
came together in 1926 as a
merged federation of two
of Hampden’s church con-
gregations: one Congrega-
tionalist and one Methodist.
At that time, while awaiting
renovations of the church
building we still worship in
today, our congregation had
in fact been worshiping in a
Baptist church, with which
there was also a deeply-root-
ed connection. At its foun-
dation, our church adopted
a belief still unusual for its
time that all Christ-follow-
ers are welcome to worship
together, carrying with them
diverse denominational tra-
ditions into our church life.

This remains a core value of
the church: We welcome all
through our doors regardless
of where they may currently
stand in their faith or what
tradition they come from,
and we seek to bring the love
of Jesus out into the commu-
nity and wider world.

Attendees of our 11 a.m.
celebratory event are also
welcome to join us before-
hand for our 10 a.m. worship
services, where Pastor Eunji
Lee will share a sermon of
gratitude for the Federated
Community Church’s 100-
year history in the commu-
nity, reflecting on how the
history of our church in-
forms our many hopes for
the future.

We hope to see you there;
come as you are.

Hampden Parks & Recreation announces
2nd Annual Trunk or Treat set for Oct. 24

HAMPDEN — Hampden
Parks & Recreation is ex-
cited to invite families from
Hampden and the surround-
ing communities to the 2nd
Annual Trunk or Treat on
Saturday, Oct. 24, from 4:30
to 6 p.m. at Hampden Town
Hall, 85 Wilbraham Road.

Following the success of
last year’s event, Hampden
Parks & Recreation is bring-
ing Trunk or Treat back for
another evening of Hallow-
een fun. Children are encour-
aged to come dressed in their
favorite costumes and walk
from decorated trunk to dec-
orated trunk collecting candy
in a safe, family-friendly
environment.

The event will feature:

Candy at every trunk;
Trunk Category Prizes —
voted by you; music; cre-
ative decorations and Hal-
loween fun.

“After a great turnout
last year, we’re excited
to bring Trunk or Treat
back for a second year,”
said Hampden Parks &
Recreation Director Dan
Blanchard. “It’s a fun way

for families to celebrate Hal-
loween together and enjoy
a safe, community-focused
event.”

The event is free and open
to the entire community.
Families are encouraged to
invite their friends, relatives,
and neighbors to join in the
celebration.

Hampden Parks & Recre-
ation is also welcoming com-
munity members who would
like to participate by decorat-
ing a vehicle and handing out
candy. Participants are en-
couraged to get creative and
compete for Trunk Prizes.

What: 2nd  Annual

Hampden Parks & Recre-
ation Trunk or Treat

When: Saturday, Oct. 24,
4:30 to 6 p.m.

Where: Hampden Town
Hall, 85 Wilbraham Road,
Hampden

Cost: Free

Come dressed in your
favorite costume, bring the
family, and join Hampden
Parks & Recreation for an
evening of Halloween fun!

For more information
or if you interested in dec-
orating a trunk contact:
Hampden Parks & Recreation
parks@hampdenma.gov  or
(413) 566-2151 ext. 108

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413)
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Wiloraham Dental Associates, e
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G
LUDLOW &
WILBRAHAM

EYE ASSOCIATES
DR. HASIA BABINSHKI

MOVING

to a New Location W

OPENING DAY
Monday,
October 26

2632 Boston Road
MA 01095

Wilbraham,

Contact information
remains the same

WILBRAHAM DENTAL ASSOC,
Phone: 413-279-2016
Email: info@wilbrahamdentalassociates.com

Website: www.wilbrahamdentalassociates.com

LUDLOW & WILBRAHAM EYE ASSOC.
Dr. Kasia Babinski
Phone: 413-583-3600
Email: info@ludloweyeassociates.com
Website: www.ludlowandwilbrahameye.com
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TIME TO ENTER!

Randall’s Best Ever
Scarecrow Gontest

October 17th & 18th

! - $3,000 In Cash Prizes

L‘f : Every Entry Receives A Gift

%% YOUTH & ADULT
FIVE WINNING CATEGORIES

I m& Best Overall, Most Traditional,
Scariest, Most Creative & Funmest
TWENTY CASH PRIZES PL US TEN CHARITY MATCHES!

Bring Your Entry To The Greenhouse By End Of Day

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17TH ;
With Judging On Sunday, October 18th }! 2

Create Your Own Bouquet From OQur |
Beautiful Fall Fresh Flower Selections ~ «-

*Visit The Harris Farm Lambs

WMAS Radio Live Broadcast
* SUNDAY OCTOBER 18TH 11AM - 1PM

IN THE GARDEN CENTER

: Saturdays & Sundays
’ 11AM — 4PM

SCARECROW WORKSHOPS

\ Make Your Own Life-Size Scarecrow

We Provide All The Materials
_ “Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home

We Provide The Pumpkins & Decorations
“Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home

FAMILY FUN!

Chuck The Chicken ¢ Mini Hay Maze
Bean Bag Toss
Duck Racing * Funny Bone Game

RANDALLS POMPKIN DECORATING CONTEST

Every Entrant Receives A Gift
YOUTH & ADULT CLASSES

All Entries Must Be Submitted By

" Saturday October 24th

.\ CASH PRIZES BY CATEGORY

Best, Funniest, Scariest
& Most Creative

Elsie’s Creamery
Window Service 10/16-10/18

LAST
WEEKEND

. Friday, Saturday, & Sunday 12-7PM

o Py
631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071 » www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM
Find us on and Youl[[D)
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= Tree Removal

= Structural Pruning
= Crane Service

= Storm Damage

= Stump Grinding

= Lot Clearing

Give us a call today
for your free estimate and

tree evaluation by R
a ISA certified arborist , @i

dlandgtree.com

e g

INSURED AND CERTIFIED
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Wilbraham Friends of the Library Clothing and Household Textile Drive to benefit all

WILBRAHAM - Wilbra-
ham Friends of the Library
(WFOL), a non-profit com-
mitted to raising funds for the
Wilbraham Public Library, is
holding a clothing and textile
drive on Saturday, Oct. 17
from 8 a.m. to Noon.

During back-to-school
season, remember the WFOL

as you sort through your kids
closets and drawers. And
don’t stop there...clean out
that linen closet and the old
dresser in the guest room.
Bag up all the extra clothing
and textiles that are just clog-
ging up your home. Clothing,
shoes, purses, sheets & blan-
kets, curtains - give them a

new lease on life!

Millions of pounds of
clothing and household tex-
tiles used to end up in U.S.
landfills each year. Current
Massachusetts laws ban dis-
posal of textiles, easing the
burden on landfills but leav-
ing some to wonder just what
to do with it all. The WFOL

Clothing & Household Textile
Drive gives you the opportu-
nity to take responsible action
through donations and upcy-
cling.

The Friends will receive a
per pound payment for these
items which will go directly
to the library for programs,
museum passes, equipment,

and other needed items. The
donated items will be given a
second life with new owners -
at an affordable price - instead
of adding to the already over-
whelming landfill situation.
Join us with your clothing
drive donations on Oct. 17,
learn more about the Friends,
and receive a coupon for a

free book at our Annual Book
Sale which is scheduled to
take place in May 2027.

For more information on
the Wilbraham Friends of the
Library visit them on the web
at  http://wilbrahamlibrary.
org/friends.asp, on Facebook
or via email at wfol.info@
gmail.com.

BAND from page 1

“I always look forward to
the fun filled day that we have
as a band, and of course the
New Hampshire building’s
Mac and Cheese. However,
we also love to be given the
opportunity to showcase the
work that our musicians have
done at ‘Chaug to the larger
audience at the Big E,” Lee
said. “This year in particular,
our band grew enormously in
size, which did bring some
challenges, but it was incred-
ibly rewarding to see how far
our band program has grown
in just my four years in it.”

The long-standing tradi-
tion started back when Mara-
gret Reidy was the Director of
Band and Orchestra, as well
as the Color Guard Coach —
whom the current Coach Kyle
Garron refers to as “a mentor
of mine today.”

This year, the Color
Guard returned to the Parade
with an entirely new group of
students. Garron voiced great
gratitude towards the oppor-
tunities the event offers.

“Minnechaug is known to
have a stellar athletics pro-
gram, but we have a really
solid grounding in the arts
as well! Added benefits of
events like today’s parade
are the tendency of these
performance events to build
the self-confidence, resil-
ience, and adaptability of
the students participating.
I am so incredibly proud of
the students who marched
this year. All of these stu-
dents are brand new to
Color Guard, having joined
up in the past three weeks!
We’ve only had three prac-
tices to teach them the ba-
sics before today. If this is
what they could pull off in
three weeks, I can’t wait
to see how they grow with
practice!” Garron said.

Senior O’Brien Chen,
who also serves as a Trom-
bone Section Leader, reflect-
ed deeply on his time in Band.

The band members showing off their Minnechaug Regional

High School pride with smiles.

L
The Big E Parade was an
opportunity for the Minnechaug
Regional High School Marching
Band to strut their stuff.

When asked why having mu-
sic in schools was important,
he said this.

“The cast changes as you
go through but really, Band
is a place where like-minded
people get together. We all
play music, we all enjoy what
we’re doing. And, I think it’s
important for schools to give
the opportunity for people to
find a community and to rep-
resent music as a whole. I’'m
sure some of the best artists in
the world have played in mid-
dle school and high school’s
bands,” Chen said.

His words align perfectly
with Morris who added, “You
can’t spell the word humanity
without human. And the arts
are what makes us human.
Our ability to create and our

The drummers and percussionists prepare their instruments.

ability to be moved.”

The annual event has
become one of the many re-
minders why having the arts
within the Wilbraham-Hamp-
den District is so significant
and serves as a key opportu-
nity to showcase the students’
talents and dedication to the
cause.

Upcoming communi-
ty events that the Marching
Band will be performing at
include the Veterans Day
Parade, as well as Memorial
Day later in the year, where
the color guard will also be
joining them at.
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dventure tours of Warren <K&
Share the Adventurc with us! —

7-Night Halifax

Bermuda Cruise 1 M .
May 23-30, 2027 ® £ .

NORWEGIAN
CRUISE LINE

)T J— Vermont Country Store with Lunch............ $175

June 12......... Escape to Rockport

$120

Sept. 12-18....Canadian Rockies, Glacier Nat. Park......... $5049
Oct. 18-26......Sunny Spain, Madrid, and Costa del Sol... $5249

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com
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Photos courtesy of Kyle Garron

LOWER PRICES
T0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

INFLATION

USDA INSP.

STUFFED PORK LOIN CHOPS 53:%5

or ROAST w/ PEPPERIDGE STUFFING

SLICED IN OUR DEL!
$399
b

VIRGINIA HAM.....cocummsssuss

KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

MUENSTER CHEESE........ 4929

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS

PORK BUTT STRIPS ......0.

5335

USDA INSP. KAYEM

HOT DOGS 2 LB BOX,..ssssssees

SALE DATES:

sgas

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF TOP ROUND
ROAST or STEAKS

ST

USDA INSP.
GROUND FRESH DAILY

DIET LEAN
GROUND BEEF

$529

10/15/26-10/21/26 BUY DIRECT FOR

PRICES IN RED
ARE AT OR BEL
“LAST YEAR’S PRICE

<

1%,

CHICKEN BREAST 10 5o B 2

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN USDA INSP. USDA INSP. FRESH s
ASSORTED $499 / FRESHBUNELESS WHOLE CHICKEN WINGS 1015 eas
PORK LOIN CHOPS.......ccccsss b BEEF USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FOZEN S4 99 cur  STRIPLOIN whoLe

BABY BACK PORK RIBS twin PAK1 b\ T S77IZ ORHALF USDAINSP. FROZEN

USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE BONELESS YT CHOCOLATE FUDGE

LAYER CAKE 19.6 07 s

53%

USDA INSP.

FROZEN HEAT & EAT

SHRIMP TOAST 12 pc TRaY s

529

5B
BAG
—|

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRINP
26730 COUNT 215 pncm> 1 D25

Lf 90 Meat Outlet @ BENLVLLEL LRSS

HOURS: won. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 * Sat. 8-3

SAVINGS  SELECTION » SERVICE

Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:

I’'m not yet old enough,
but must I enroll in Medi-
care at age 657

I am a disabled military
veteran with VA benefits, so
must 1 still take Medicare
when I turn 65?

Signed: Disabled
Veteran

Dear Disabled Veteran:

First, please accept my
gratitude for your military
service to our country. And
please also know that if
you now rely 100% on the
VA for all your healthcare
needs and you expect that to
continue for the rest of your
life, then you have the op-
tion to decline enrolling in
Medicare Part B when you
turn 65. However, if you be-
lieve that using healthcare
providers from outside the
VA may someday be in your
future, you should enroll in
Medicare when you are first
eligible.

Although you are re-
quired to enroll in Medi-
care Part A (coverage for
inpatient  hospitalization
services) if you collect So-
cial Security after age 65,
enrolling in Medicare Part
B (coverage for outpatient
medicals services) is always
optional because there is a
monthly premium for Part B
($202.90 for 2026 - changes
yearly).

So, as a military vet-
eran using VA healthcare,
you have a choice to either
enroll in Medicare Part B
at age 65, or not if you get

Does a Veteran who uses VA Healthcare
need Medicare at age 65?

all your healthcare services
from the Veterans Adminis-
tration.

Just be aware that VA
healthcare is not considered
“creditable” for Medicare
purposes, so if you do not
enroll in Medicare Part B
during your Medicare Ini-
tial Enrollment Period and
later choose to enroll in
Medicare Part B, there will
be a permanent Late Enroll-
ment Penalty for enrolling
in Medicare Part B outside
your initial enrollment pe-
riod (your Medicare IEP is
three months on either side
of the month you turn 65).

So, the decision you
will need to make as you
approach 65 years of age is
this: will all of your health-
care needs always be pro-
vided through the VA? Or do
you want the convenience
(and flexibility) to know
you can use any healthcare
provider anywhere the U.S.
or its territories, whenever
and wherever you wish.

If the latter is true, then
you should likely enroll in
Medicare Part B when you
turn 65. You can still use
the VA for some services
if you are enrolled in both,
but there is no coordination
of benefits (e.g., the VA will
not make copayments if you
use Medicare services, and
vice versa).

Which means that you
may also wish to also con-
sider a Medicare Advantage
plan or a Medicare Supple-

Please see SSI, page 15

Candidate Siatement
2nd Hampden District

I am running for State
Representative in

ronment make it harder for
them to grow.

the 2nd Hampden
district because I
believe our com-

munity deserves .
a strong, inde-

pendent voice on s
Beacon  Hill— '

someone who will
listen to the peo-

‘! -

I will support
policies that
encourage  en-
trepreneurship,
investment, and
job creation here
in  Massachu-
setts.

Public safe-

ple, stand up for
taxpayers, and fo-
cus on the issues that matter
most to our families.

Government works best
when it is accountable to
the people it serves. As your
State Representative, I will
work to make state gov-
ernment more responsible,
transparent, and responsive.
I will not forget that every
dollar government spends
ultimately comes from the
taxpayers.

Our state faces real chal-
lenges. The cost of living
continues to put pressure
on working families, se-
niors, and small businesses.
Property taxes and housing
costs are concerns for many
of our neighbors. We need
to find ways to make Mas-
sachusetts more affordable
while protecting the quality
of our schools, public safety,
infrastructure, and essential
services.

I will be a strong advo-
cate for our local commu-
nities. State government
should partner with cities
and towns—not dictate to
them from Boston. Local
officials and residents un-
derstand their communities
best, and their voices de-
serve to be heard.

I also believe Massachu-
setts must create an envi-
ronment where small busi-
nesses can succeed. Small
businesses are the backbone
of our local economy, pro-
viding jobs, services, and
opportunities. Excessive
regulations, high costs, and
an unpredictable tax envi-

Peter Warren a

ty must remain
fundamental
responsibility of govern-
ment. Our police, firefight-
ers, emergency responders,
and other public servants
deserve our support and the
resources they need to keep
our communities safe.

I will also fight for re-
sponsible stewardship of
taxpayer money. Before
government creates another
program or increases spend-
ing, we should ask a simple
question: Is this the best use
of the taxpayers’ money?
We need to prioritize es-
sential services, eliminate
waste, and demand measur-
able results.

Most  importantly, I
will be accessible and ac-
countable to the people I
represent. Being a State
Representative should not
be about political titles or
party leadership. It should
be about representing the
people back home.

I am asking for your sup-
port because I believe our
community deserves a rep-
resentative who will work
hard, listen carefully, and
put our communities and
taxpayers first.

I will bring an indepen-
dent voice, common sense,
and a commitment to ser-
vice to Beacon Hill.

You can contact me
through my website: Peter-
WarrenforMA.com

I would be honored to
earn your vote and serve as
your State Representative.

Peter Warren

his month’s
story is quite N
the Random

Act of Kindness! 1

don’t know wheth-

er it should include, \
“She’d give you the

shirt (coat) off her
back” or Dolly Par-

don’s song, “Coat

of many colors”.

I first met Tangie Jackson
as we were checking out of
the supermarket and I com-
plimented her on her beau-
tiful flannel blue plaid coat.
She accepted the compliment
saying she had one in every
color! We each cashed out
going our separate ways, Or
so I thought. I went to back
out and a car was blocking
me, then out jumps Tang-
ie with an orange and beige
plaid coat draped over her
arm. She excitedly came up
to me and said she wanted
me to try it on because she
wanted me to have it! I did
resist her offer but she was so
animated, I decided to oblige.
Perfect fit! I argued that I
couldn’t take her coat asking,
why she would do something
like that. Her explanation,
“I'm from Mississippi (born
there and moved to MA when
she was 3%2) and we do this
kind of thing. I believe when
you give, it comes back ten-
fold”. To say this wasn’t an
awkward encounter I would
be lying, but she just has such
a fun and warm demeaner,
it was infectious. In the end
I accepted the coat which
I love and in turn told her
about my articles and asked
if I could feature her in one.
She agreed, we met for lunch,
enjoyed the conversation cov-
ering many topics and shared
many laughs. And now I'm
going to tell you more about
this incredibly generous per-
son that I was so privileged to
have cross my path.

Tangie certainly is not a
stranger to tragedy in her life
and is currently the sole care
giver for her mom whose
health is declining. She had
4 siblings that unfortunately

encouraged her to be-

v y come her best self. She
Random Acts of  generally took in girls
having two girls herself,
but she did take in a five-
v year-old non-verbal boy
who was eventually re-

By Barb Turcotte

have all passed, she lost her
husband seven years ago and
also her youngest daughter a
year later at the very young
age of 29. She passed from a
rare heart disease that is un-
fortunately a genetic defect
passed down from Tangie’s
maternal grandmother. Tan-
gie’s oldest daughter doesn’t
have this gene, but unfortu-
nately both Tangie and her
granddaughter do.

What an amazing attitude
she has! She teared talking
about her daughter’s pass-
ing saying, “I'm so blessed
to have had her for 29 years
and she blessed me with my
grandbaby,” Her granddaugh-
ter lives in NJ with her dad
but Tangie is very involved in
her life enjoying regular visits
during school vacations.

Her daughters were very
close and began a 501C3 char-
ity called ‘Willis Way’. This
charity adopted six families
every Christmas and supplied
all the needs of these families.
Such an inspiration with les-
sons they learned from watch-
ing their mom. The truest ex-
ample of giving back.

Tangie is involved with
the Elks and not only helps
fill backpacks but supplies
items for them each year. Tan-
gie reminisced as she spoke
of her grandmother who al-
ways told her, “If you’re able
to give back to family & com-
munity, there is always some-
one worse off than yourself.”

She took that to heart and
became a Foster Mother to
many kids for the duration of
three months to 3 years. The
longest was for a teen girl
for three and half years. The
young girl never went back
to ‘juvie’ which unfortunate-
ly doesn’t happen often. She
helped her get into STCC and

turned to his mom.
Tangie has been a
CNA and in fact had her
own agency for years helping
community residents who
needed help with home care.

Her Godbrother owns
IKANDY and she often vol-
unteers to advertise and pro-
mote events for him. She
loves line dancing and if
you're in her presence, be
ready to dance and have fun!
These events could have you
taking a trail ride, taking part
of a soul night, creating a
double Dutch jumping com-
petition or her emceeing a
musical event. Her favorite
style of music is ‘Southern
Soul” which she explained is
similar to country music. She
is a vivacious and energetic
soul herself with a contagious
personality.

Tangie truly is a beautiful
person inside and out. She
has also done modeling while
volunteering with the Dunbar
Community. She boasted she
cooks a mean chicken pot pie,
pineapple upside down-cake
and sweet potato pie. I'm
ready for dinner!

She truly is a woman with
a huge heart and many facets
to her personality, just such
a pleasure to be around. In
spite of life’s hardships, she’s
such an inspiration with her
positive beliefs.

If you'd like to share a
Random Act of Kindness story
or if this one has touched you,
please contact me at bdt514@
aol.com or 413-575-9385.
Who knows, you might see
your story, ‘Just ‘Cause’ you
witnessed, you did or maybe
received something nice being
done for you. See you soon
with another Random Act of
Kindness! ~ Barb

Parent intervertion for campaign 2026 TVads...

. wnmy
BACKYAR

By Ellenor Downer . ..

juncos, also known as
“snow birds” in the middle
latitudes.

Over most of the eastern
United States, they appear
as winter sets in and then re-
treat northward each spring
to breed. Other juncos are
year-round residents, retreat-
ing into woodlands during
the breeding season or, like
those of the Appalachian
Mountains, moving to higher
elevations during the warmer
months.

I have not seen any yet,
but I keep an eye out for
them. Often my first sighting
of the year is along the side
of the road when I spot their
white tail feathers as they fly.

very fall I look for the
return of the dark-eyed

Dark-eyed junco

= Ly Vo

Dark-eyed juncos are lit-
tle sparrows with gray plum-
age and white outer tail feath-
ers and white underneath.
Females and juveniles are
slightly browner and duller.

They breed in forests in-
cluding coniferous and decid-
uous types and can be found
at elevations from sea level to
over 11,000 feet. Typically,
the female lays between three
to six eggs per clutch. She
usually lays one egg per day
until the clutch is complete

Their diet primarily con-

sists of seeds and insects,
adapting to available food
sources throughout the year.

Juncos are social birds, of-
ten seen in flocks during win-
ter and they exhibit a distinc-
tive hopping behavior on the
ground. They flit about forest
floors of the western moun-
tains and Canada, then flood
the rest of North America for
winter.

They are among the most

Please see BAGKYARD,
page 15
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sports@turley.com

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times
is published every Thursday by
Turley Publications, Inc.,

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069.
Telephone (413) 283-8393,
Fax (413) 289-1977.

WEB
[ 4 wilbrahamhampden
times.turley.com

PHONE
(413) 283-8393

ADDRESS
24 \Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

Turley )

Publications, Inc.

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume
liability for the loss of photographs
or other materials submitted for
publication. Materials will not be
returned except upon specific request
when submitted.

Editorial
Policy

Letters to the editor should be
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be
published. We require letter writers to
include his or her town of residence
and home telephone number. We
must authenticate authorship prior
to publication. We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal
attacks, defamation of character and
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor,
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy

The TIMES will gladly correct
factual errors that appear in this paper
and can be substantiated. Corrections
or clarifications will always appear on
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail
or mailed communication to the editor
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
is published every Thursday by Turley
Publications, Inc. One year out of town
subscriptions are available at $45, out
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission
of news material, letters to the editor
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden
Times welcomes readers to
participate in this year’s election
campaigns by writing letters to
the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times,
care of Turley Publications, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed
10 413-289-1977 or emailed to
krivers@turley.com. Please include
a daytime telephone number for
verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered
for that Thursday’s newspaper.

No attack letters will be printed.
No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy
will be printed. If the volume of
letters received is larger than the
space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive,
the newspaper reserves the right
to print a representative sample.
No endorsement letters will be
printed in the last edition before the
election.

For more information, call the
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election
coverage, the newspaper plans to
print stories about contested races
for Congress, state Senate, state
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks
leading up to the election, as well
as a question-and-answer voters
guide. In order to ensure fairness
1o all candidates, no political press
releases will be printed, nor will
reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to
further publicize their candidacy,
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden
Times.
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y N announcements!
Happy Birthdays,
Anniversaries, etc.

Bar & Grille

EST. 2016
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its 10th anniversary with a Sun- a 50/50 raffle with ALL PROCEEDS ¥OU for yoyup SUPpap

day afternoon celebration on Oct. going to The Wilbraham Vets Services . x
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JACKIFE’S
VINTAGE
VAULT

Gepury Secondhand
Dediquet Store

Rare Designer/Luxury
Goods at Great Prices

100% Authentic Guaranteed

WE OFFER CONSIGNMENT

5 Burt Lane « (413) 564-7616 ' il _ Closed Sun. & Mon.
jackiesvintagevault.com _ © Lf Message me for appointments
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Women-owned

October 15, 2026

The Wilbraham Shops

businesses are thriving

Women entrepreneurs
are not to be underestimat-
ed. Data affirms that wom-
en-owned businesses are
growing and thriving.

According to North
One  banking, wom-
en-owned firms account
for more than 12 million
businesses in the Unit-
ed States. In addition, the
2024 Wells Fargo Impact of
Women-Owned Business
Report, in partnership with
Ventureneer, Core Wom-
en and Women Impacting
Public Policy, found the
number of women-owned
business increased at a rate
of 4.5 times between 2019
to 2023. Women-owned
businesses are driving eco-
nomic growth, and a deeper
look at some of the num-
bers supports that notion.

e The Women’s Busi-
ness Enterprise Council
says there are 12.3 million
women-owned businesses
in the U.S., which compris-
es about 40 percent of the
total number of businesses.

¢ Women-owned busi-
nesses bring in nearly $2
trillion every year, says the
National Women’s Busi-
ness Council.

* During the pandemic,
women-owned businesses
added 1.4 million jobs and
$579.6 billion in revenue
to the economy, says Wells
Fargo.

e World Bank indi-
cates that roughly one-third
of principal owners of all
businesses are female.

* WBENC advises that
64 percent of new wom-
en-owned businesses are
started by women of color.

e Women’s Business
Enterprises Canada says

Women-owned businesses are driving economic growth,
and a deeper look at some of the numbers supports that
notion.

more than 85 percent of
buying decisions are influ-
enced by women. The Ca-
nadian Minister of Small
Business notes that wom-
en business ownership is
growing. In 2023, approx-
imately 18.4 percent of all
businesses in Canada were
majority owned by women,
compared to 15.6 percent in
2017.

¢ According to Forbes,
women-led tech compa-
nies achieve a 35 percent

higher ROI. A Forbes study
with First Round Capital, a
venture capital firm, found
female-founded business-
es in their portfolio out-
performed male-founded
companies by more than 60
percent.

Women-owned  busi-
nesses are making a large
impact on North America
and around the world. Such
firms continue to employ
millions of people and fos-
ter strong economies.

.

2341 Boston Road, Wilbraham
413-599-1717

Tues.-Fri. 10am-5pm
Sat. 10am-4pm

Need us to stay open late, just call us!

o4 www.scentedgardengifts.com

| X __- - —— == i‘.:_ - e : 7_._.

Jan Luczek, Peggy Broda, Shop Owner Sandy Polom, Lorraine DiNuovo and Sandy Sotolotto

or seven years, Sandy Polom has
Fpoured her creativity, energy, and
entrepreneurial spirit into making
The Scented Garden Gift Shoppe a special
part of the Wilbraham community. Since
becoming owner in 2019, Sandy has
grown the shop into a go-to destination for
thoughtful gifts, fashion and accessories,
beautiful jewelry, baby gifts, home
accents, and plenty of unexpected finds.
Whether you’re shopping for someone
special, searching for something to
brighten your own day, or simply enjoying
a browse, The Scented Garden is all about
discovering something you’ll love. With

personal service and complimentary gift
wrapping, Sandy and her team make
every visit feel special.

Kick off the holiday season at The
Scented Garden’s annual Holiday Open
House, Thursday, November 12th
through Sunday, November 15th. Stop in
for festive fun, raffles, special surprises,
and the chance to shop with some of the
store’s favorite vendors.

Follow The Scented Garden on Facebook
@ScentedGardenWilbraham
on Instagram
@ScentedGardenWilbraham
for news and updates.

You're Invited to our %(o!wlaq (‘)pm HNouse)

Thursday, Nov. 12th - Sunday, Nov. 15th
Get an early start on your Holiday Shopping!

as a Pilates teacher and a

<)) CORE aa MORE

rice is nationally certified for living. As a result, her classes in-

spire and motivate clients to reach

licensed occupa- their personal fitness goals.
tional therapist. She She combines all of her
provides special- past experiences
ized  instruction with the knowl-
in small group edge of Pilates

classes and indi-

vidual sessions ibility, balance ] ) ]

d ‘ d ) h At LUSO Federal Credit Union, strong leadership has long been
and . creates an an strefg shaped by the experience and dedication of the women at its helm.
environment for people of all
that inspires abilities. President and CEO, Jennifer M.G. Calheno (center), has led LUSO for
clients to reach Arice opened more than 25 years, guiding the credit union’s growth while

their personal fit-

ness goals. Using

her experience as an

occupational therapist, she
designs Pilates classes that combine

strengthening and functional skills

CORE and

A Pilates Studio

to enhance flex-

CORE and MORE,
A Pilates Studio, in

2017, which is conve-
niently accessible to Wilbra-
ham, Ludlow, Palmer, Springfield,

Chicopee and East Longmeadow.

REFORMER & MAT CLASSES

MORE

2141 Boston Road, Wilbraham

413-222-7306 * coreandmore.net

maintaining its focus on members and the community. She is joined
by Chief Financial Officer, Sharon Dufour (left), who has been with
LUSO for 20 years, and Chief Operating Officer, Sandra Codding
(right), who has served in her role for more than a decade.

Together, Calheno, Dufour, and Codding bring decades of experience
and institutional knowledge to LUSO’s executive team. Their
collective leadership continues to shape the credit union’s direction,
foster a culture of service and collaboration, and keep LUSO moving
forward while remaining grounded in the local relationships that
define the credit union.

LUSO federdl
EIE
o

www.lusofederal.com
info@lusofederal.com
(413) 589-9966

NMLS #255907

J
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Linda Martins - Innovadora Marketing

Linda Martins, founder of Innovadora
Marketing, is a lifelong Pioneer Valley
resident with a passion for community,
connection, and creativity. After more
than 20 years in marketing across private
and nonprofit sectors, she launched
Innovadora to combine her professional
expertise with her love for helping local
businesses thrive.

As Founder and Brand Strategist, Linda
partners with organizations of all sizes to bring clarity to their
brand and energy to their outreach. Innovadora Marketing
offers support with branding, social media, events, and office
design.What truly sets the studio apart is Linda’s personal
approach. She listens carefully, builds relationships, and finds
creative ways to help businesses grow while staying true to
their values.

Outside of work, Linda is active in youth sports programs, local
nonprofits, and enjoys spending time with her family. She sees
her business as a natural extension of her roots in Western
Massachusetts. Learn more at innovadoramarketing.com or
connect with Linda at linda@innovadoramarketing.com.

INNOVADORA
MARKETING

Let’s Bring Your Vision to Life
Smart Strategy, Bold Branding and
Events That Leave A Mark

innovadoramarketing.com
linda@innovadoramarketing.com

BE BELLA BOUTIQUE

From a 20-foot fashion truck to a downtown Westfield Boutique

e

| '| In September 2020, Bethany Liquori began her fashion
| glx. ﬁ ’@J . journey with a 20 foot- mob_ile boutiqu_e, t_raveling throughout
Massachusetts and Connecticut and bringing the latest
& “ women's fashion trends directly to customers. For a year and a
half, the boutique on wheels became a familiar sight as Bethany
built relationships with women throughout the area and discovered
just how much she loved helping people feel confident in what they
were wearing. But life as a mom of six made the mobile boutique challenging. Many of the
events were held on nights and weekends, making it increasingly difficult to balance family
life and sports with the demands of a growing business.

Bethany knew it was time to make a change.Taking another leap of faith, she opened
the doors to Be Bella Boutique in downtown Westfield, taking a chance on the local retail
community and turning her dream into a permanent home.More than six years later, Be Bella
has become much more than a place to shop for clothes. For Bethany, it has been about the
people who walk through the door. “Be Bella is not just about selling clothes,” says Bethany.
“It's about making women feel good about themselves and creating an experience where
everyone feels welcomed.” That experience is something Bethany and her employee Colleen
Saloomey work hard to create every day, Colleen has been a very important part of the Be
Bella family and, as Bethany describes her, is truly the heart and soul of the store. Together
they strive to provide personalized service that makes every customer feel seen,

heard, and valued. Whether someone is looking for the perfect outfit, needs help finding
something that makes them feel confident, or wants to enjoy a fun shopping experience, the
goal is always the same: for every woman to walk out of Be Bella feeling beautiful from head
to toe.

From its humble beginnings in a 20-foot mobile boutique to its home in downtown
Westfield, Be Bella Boutique has grown through hard work, family support, loyal customers,
and a genuine love for fashion and people.

Bethany is incredibly grateful for the community that has supported her journey and
helped make her dream a reality.

As Be Bella looks toward the future, Bethany's vision is simple: continue bringing unique
and fashionable styles to the women of Westfield and surrounding communities while
creating the kind of shopping experience that keeps customers coming back-not just for
clothes, but for connection.

After more than six years in business, Bethany is excited for what's ahead and looks
forward to continuing to make Be Bella Boutique a special part of downtown Westfield.

(o] o]
U ry @

What started
as a little dream —
and a little bit of a

leap of faith —

has grown into a
local thriving business
in the heart of
downtown Westfield.

Mary C. McGovern, MBA

Country Bank President & i
Chief Executive Officer .

Mary McGovern brings more than
35 years of experience in the
financial services industry to her role
as President and Chief Executive
Officer of Country Bank, where she
is proud to serve as the institution’s
first female leader. A results-driven
executive, Mary is recognized for
her authentic leadership style that
blends innovation, collaboration,
and compassion.

Since stepping into the role, she has
embraced opportunities to inspire
others and elevate women in

leadership, from speaking
engagements to mentorship. She
currently serves on the boards of
the Massachusetts Bankers Association, the Food Bank of Western
Massachusetts, and the Massachusetts Housing Authority, extending
her impact beyond banking into community well-being.

Mary’s leadership and achievements have been recognized by both
the Worcester Business Journal and Hannaford Supermarkets,
honering her as one of Massachusetts’ outstanding women in
business. She remains dedicated to advancing Country Bank's
mission while empowering its people, customers, and communities
to thrive.

v 1countrybank

Made to make a difference.

MEMBER FIIC: | MEMBER DIF

Celebrating 173 years in business, visit wwiwv.countrybank.com to leam maore.

Cloan State

- Electrolysis and Laser Hair Removal -

Tracy Walence is the owner
and operator of Clean Slate Hair
Removal, a permanent solution
tounwanted hair,locatedat2
Allen St., Hampden, MA.

to octogenarians, male and female,
and the transgender community as

well. She has clients that travel
from the Boston area to
"\ take advantage of the

(g

She is a graduate of the A¥ Lumenis laser and
Electrology Institute /') its comfortable and
of New England in ' quick  treatments.
Tewksbury, MA and ‘| Larger areas are
has been practicing treated with the laser
electrolysis and laser and maintenance

hair removal for 8 years.

After 22 years working
in the medical billing and
insurance field, Tracy decided it
was time for a major career change.
While staying in the “medical”
environment, she wanted a more
one-on-one situation, helping each
and every one of her clients to feel
better in their own skin.

Her clientsrangefromadolescents

follow ups can be done
with either the laser or
the epilator (electrolysis).
New clients are always
welcome to a complimentary
consult and a brief treatment to
experience the laser and/or the
epilator. To make an appointment
for this unique specialty, please call
(413) 566-1477 or email Tracy at
tracy@cleanslatehairremoval.com.

No more plucking, shaving, waxing
or chemical depilatories!

Featuring the Lumenis Lightsheer®
Laser Hair Reduction system

Works on Most Skin Types « Minimal Pain
Fast Coverage of Large Areas

2 Allen Street, 2nd Floor, Hampden, MA 01036

413-566-1477
www.cleanslatehairremoval.com

\
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Who Goes
There Reveal
Oct. 16

WILBRAHAM - Join
the Friends of Wilbraham
Seniors on Friday, Oct. 16
for the “Who

Goes There” Premiere
Reveal, a paranormal fund-
raiser unveiling three area
investigations of paranor-
mal activity uncovered by
presenter Rob Goff Sr.,

Director and Founder
of Agawam Paranormal
and his team along with
our three raffle winners
from our May 1 fundraiser.

This event will be held
at the Wilbraham Senior
Center, 250 Springfield
St., Wilbraham; presenta-
tion from 6:30 to 8:30; VIP
seating $15 pp and Gener-
al Admission $5 pp. (VIP
seating will include early
admission; a private group
session with the paranor-
mal team; hands on ex-
perience with paranormal
equipment and reserved
seating at the ‘Reveal’)

As an added attraction,
A RAFFLE availing one
winner and a guest from
the VIP and General Ad-
mission group, an oppor-
tunity to participate in a
final investigation at the
Old Meeting House, Main
Street, Wilbraham.

Local author Dave
Bourcier will be selling
and signing his latest book,
“Wilbraham...A Journey
Through History.”

For more details, visit
the Friends of Wilbraham
Seniors website friendsof-
wilbrahamseniors.org  or
stop by the Wilbraham Se-
nior Center for the flyer.

EAGLE SCOUT from page 1

wouldn’t continue to use those
rogue trails, as they kind of
take away space from wildlife
and it makes it very confusing
to be on those trails,” Wadz-
inski said.

He added that the project
also included adding a bench
at the top of one of the trails,
Sunrise Peak, so recreationists
can enjoy the lookout spot.

Wadzinski said he came
up with the idea after asking
around with different town or-
ganizations for their needs and
ideas. After receiving a couple
of suggestions and spending
time on two of them, he piv-
oted towards the Rice project.

“It just got complicated
with state stuff, so I decided to
do this one where it was much
easier kind of paper-wise to
get through,” Wadzinski said.

He explained as the proj-
ect came together, his fellow
scouts and volunteers also lent
their support.

“We had a big turnout for
it. It was split into two days
and so, the first day where we
kind of removed those rogue
trails had 20 or so people com-
ing out and helping. The trail,
like we expected it to take four
hours, but instead, with this
kind of big turnout, it only
took two, one and a half, so
that’s very nice,” Wadzinski
said. “Lots of scouts, couple
family members.”

Wadzinski expressed his
appreciation for the support.

“I was very glad because
one of the things of an Eagle
project is that there is this
community interest that you
need to have to go along with
it. So, I was just very happy
that it appeared that there was
a community interest and that
this was kind of a useful proj-
ect benefiting people,” Wadz-
inski said.

’QMETOWN S P

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

October 15, 2026

'- Members of Wllbraham Scout Troop 350 asswtmg =
on James Wadzinski’s Eagle Scout project.

Also, the town boards and
committees who helped him
bring the project to reality.

“The town boards and com-
mittees were a big help. They
were the one who originally
suggested the idea, did all that,
but they were good at critiqu-
ing what I was doing and that
they gave me this idea and I
wrote up this proposal about
what I would be doing,” Wadz-
inski said. “Then they gave
me a lot of useful feedback by
using the correct terminology,
giving me maybe an extra trail
to do, stuff like that. But they
were very nice to work with.”

Wadzinski’s dad, Scout
Master Dr. Thomas Wadzinski,
was proud of his son’s accom-
plishment.

“It’s always exciting seeing
scouts come up, kind of figur-
ing out that project and kind of
putting it through, It does take
a lot of work for that scout to
put the project together in the
first place, but then really kind
of show their leadership and
kind of getting different groups
of people to do different things

Photos courtesy of James Wadzinski

The new bench at Sunrise Peak on the Rice Nature Preserve.

for whatever that project hap-
pens to be,” he said. “It’s al-
ways exciting seeing your
kids grow up and do different
things. You always expect cer-
tain things, but it’s always sur-
prising when it happens. It’s
definitely rewarding and excit-
ing to see things move along,
certainly, for James, but also
for the Open Space Committee
and Conservation Committee
as far as the trails and different
resources that we have in Wil-
braham. So, it’s always good.”

Wadzinski shared he’s al-

ways enjoyed the campouts
with his troop when asked to
reflect back on his many years

with the group.
“Hiking in the White
Mountains, whitewater raft-

ing, stuff like that. But, I think
the thing it’s given me the op-
portunity to do is leadership
that’s not super high-pressure,
but it gives me an opportuni-
ty to learn how to delegate
things and do things myself
and learning how to give lead-
ership to other people,” Wadz-
inski said.

His advice for fellow
scouts when it’s time for them
to pursue their own Eagle
Scout project was this.

“One thing I would tell
people is just keeping a scope
in mind because you don’t
want to be doing too little, ob-
viously, for your Eagle proj-
ect, but you don’t want to bite
off more than you can chew,”
Wadzinski said. “Just picking
something that can be accom-
plished within a reasonable
timeframe is super helpful in
actually getting that project
completed.”

Dr. Wadzinski offered this
advice.

“It’s hard to really know
from the start for any project
like how much time is this re-
ally going to take, so it’s super
important to kind of reach out
to those different communi-
ty organizations that they just
interact with normally and
just looking, asking about
different possibilities for proj-
ects to get that conversation
rolling so they, potentially,
have a few options for things,
possibilities, that they as they
move those forward and things
kind of sort themselves out,
it comes clear which kind of
project is feasible or timeline
is appropriate or that sort of
stuff,” he said. “You don’t al-
ways know the full scope of a
project until you try it out.”

Wadzinski’s message was
this.

“I hope more people can
enjoy that section of Rice Pre-
serve because a lot of the peo-
ple that I've talked to didn’t
know that there was a set of
trails back there or said that
they never hiked it. So, I hope
people are able to explore and
hike in Rice Preserve more
easily now that my project is
done,” Wadzinski said.

JTLIGH Tswa sweness

413-583-2321

658 Center. Street.
Ludlnw MA

High Energy.
Pure Confidence.
Musicality &

Movement

*

Dance & Fitness

Contact Jordan
to Advertise Here!
413-283-8293
jconrad@turley.com

<

413-596-5177

POST

Computer Systems

Repairs e Upgrades
New & Used Equipment e Trade-ins

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and
everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095

WWW.POCOSYS.COm

le Waste Solutions

Your Hometown Provider for
Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

413-244-1943

A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

Ted Metayer, Jr./Ted Metayer Il

64 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 547-6164 * (888) 248-1901

theodoremetayer@yahoo.com
www.heavenlyinspirationsflowers.com

Flowers ¢ Gifts
Collectibles ® Gourmet

Owners/Designers
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WWW.ALEGRIADANCE.COM
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WHERE DANCE
CONNECTS US ... AND
LIFELONG FRIENDS

ARE MADE!

658 CENTER STREET
LUDLOW, MA 01056
413-583-2321
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CLEANERS, INC,

for first

responders

Mon.-Fri. 8am- 6pm Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR

262 Allen St., Springfield ~ One Monarch Place
Ste. 200, Springfield
Mon. « Wed. « Fri.

413-736-5476 « parkcleaners413.com

GREAT SERVICE

15% OFF
- DRY CLEANING
when you
pre-pay!

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm
Sun. closed
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Late goal helps Chaug earn tie
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LONGMEADOW - Last Monday
afternoon, Carson Humphries scored a
goal late in the second half and the Fal-
cons girls soccer team scored a tie with
host Longmeadow 1-1. The Falcons are
8-1-2 overall and have already qualified
for the Division 2 state tournament. The
Falcons should also likely qualify for
Western Mass. Class A. Coming up,
the Falcons will host Belchertown on = =rmee o
Thursday, Oct. 15 at 6:45 p.m. Ainsley Holden gets
ready to shoot.

Taylor Bartocsz looks to pass !

to the left of the defender.

Garson Humphries sends a
free kick away.

Makenna Sacco brings the ball
through midfield.

b
\

b

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Katelyn Hoar sends a pass away.

Brooklyn Manning looks to pass
ahead of pressure.

Falcons split pair of games

WILBRAHAM - Last Monday
night, Minnechaug suffered a 1-0 loss
against rival Longmeadow. It was one
of the best efforts of the season for the
Falcons against a very strong Lancers
program. The Falcons would then beat
Greenfield 3-0 last Thursday and are
now 3-8-1 on the season. They are
scheduled to face Frontier Regional
on the road Friday, Oct. 16 at 4 p.m.
Minnechaug is just on the outside of
the top 32 at No. 34. With a sub-.500
record, Minnechaug needs to get into
the top 32 to make the state tourna-

ment this year.
S e T
Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Delaney Kinsman looks to center the ball.

A b

Ava Eggsware guides the ball toward the right side.

P LANCE

Nora Tzoumas
fights for the ball
on defense.

Sierra Rocha is
pressured by an
opponent.

Reese Magee
pushes a pass
up the field.

Giombetti
chases after a
loose ball.

Minnechaug girls

scores pair of sweeps
SaZasl BENSLD oy

AGAWAM -
week, the Minnechaug
Regional High School
girls volleyball had three
consecutive wins, defeat-
ing Chicopee, Agawam,
and Frontier. The Fal-
cons went from 3-8 to
6-8 and neared .500 for
the season. The Falcons
improved as the season
has gone on, scoring 3-0
sweeps over Agawam and o)
Frontier. The Falcons are
|_currently on the outside
of the top 32 in Division
2, and needs a couple of
wins in order to make
the state tournament. The
Falcons face Chicopee

' =i
Comprehensive on Fri-
day, Oct. 16 at 5 p.m. on
the road.
i i

enahia looks to bump the
ball at the net.

Leah Croteau goes for
the spike.

.

.
Sireen Awkal sets the
ball near the net.

Aa’mani Blanco
makes a
successful block.

Turley photos by
Gregory A. Scibelli

Juillian Rumplik
serves the ball.

Haley Powers goes to her
right side to bump the ball.

_.--"""'r
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Stafford hosts final Friday race

STAFFORD SPRINGS,
CT - Stafford Speedway
hosted its final Friday night
race program of the 2026
season with NAPA Auto
Parts Championship Night
on Oct 2. Feature wins were
notched by Anthony Flan-
nery for the second consec-
utive race in the SK Modi-
fied® feature, Josh Wood in
the Late Model feature, Nick
Anglace in the SK Light fea-
ture, Jason Lafayette in the
Limited Late Model feature,
and Brandon Warren in the
Street Stock feature. Track
champions for the 2026
season are Keith Rocco in
the SK Modified® division,
Adam Gray in the Late Mod-
el division, Tyler Barry in
the SK Light division, Jer-
emy Lavoie in the Limited
Late Model division, and
Ryan Waterman in the Street
Stock division.

In the 40-lap SK Modi-
fied® feature event, Dylan
Izzo took the lead at the
start with Marcello Rufrano
taking second. Ethan Du-
rocher was third behind the
two leaders with Jon Puleo
fourth and Mikey Flynn fifth.
Keith Rocco spun in turn 2
to bring the caution flag out
with 2 laps complete.

Rufrano took the lead on
the restart with Izzo falling
back to second. Durocher
was still third wit Puleo

fourth and Troy Talman was
now fifth. Anthony Flannery
was sixth followed by Al-
exander Pearl, Todd Owen,
Flynn, and David Arute.

As Rufrano was starting
to stretch out his lead, Du-
rocher made a move to the
outside of Izzo for second
and they ran side by side for
several laps but Izzo was able
to fend off Durocher’s chal-
lenge. Flannery moved up to
third with Todd Owen taking
fourth as Durocher slid from
third back to fifth on lap-16.
Flannery took second from
Izzo on lap-19 and that move
opened the door for Owen to
take third from Izzo one lap
later. Flynn spun in turn 2
to bring the caution flag out
with 23 laps complete.

Durocher got turned into
the backstretch wall on the
restart and that collected sev-
eral cars including Puleo, Art
Caruso, Matt Vassar, Josh
Morrison, Chris Buffone,
Wade Gagner, Bryan Nar-
ducci, and Cory DiMatteo to
bring the caution flag back
out before a lap could be
completed. Under the cau-
tion the car of Josh Morrison
ended up spun backwards
against the frontstretch wall.

Rufrano took the lead
on the next restart with
Flannery in second. Owen
took third with Izzo fourth
and Pearl fifth. Just behind

Pearl and Izzo was Rocco,
who was recovered from
his earlier spin. Pearl took
fourth from Izzo on lap-26
just before the caution came
out one lap later for Talman
and Curt Brainard, who both
went around in turn 4.

Rufrano and Flannery
went wheel to wheel for the
lead back under green with
Owen third, Pearl fourth, and
Rocco fifth. Rufrano cleared
into the lead on lap-30 with
Owen and Flannery now side
by side behind him as well
as Rocco and Pearl. Owen
took third on lap-31 while
Flannery took the lead from
Rufrano on lap-32. Rocco
moved into fourth on lap-32
and he took third from Owen
on lap-36.

Flannery led the field to
the checkered flag to pick up
his second consecutive vic-
tory after claiming his first
career Stafford SK Modi-
fied® victory back on Sept.
25. Rufrano finished sec-
ond with Rocco, Owen, and
Pearl rounding out the top-5.
Rocco clinched his fifth SK
Modified® track title one
week ago on Sept. 25, which
ties him with Bob Potter for
the second most SK Modi-
fied® championships with
5 each, trailing only Ted
Christopher who won 9 SK
championships.

St. Gregory’s Armenian Food
Festival returns for a 49th year

INDIAN ORCHARD
— The work starts months
before the first guest arrives.
In the church kitchen, parish-
ioners roll dough by hand,
pickled vegetables, and layer
pastry tray by tray — some
of them in their 80s and 90s,
making the same dishes their
mothers and grandmothers
made.

St. Gregory Armenian Ap-
ostolic Church will hold its
49th Annual Armenian Food
Festival on Saturday, Octo-
ber 24, from noon to 7 p.m.
at 135 Goodwin St. in Indi-
an Orchard. Admission and
parking are free, food is avail-
able for dine-in and takeout,
and a live Armenian band will
play through the afternoon,
with guests invited to join the
traditional dancing. The festi-
val runs rain or shine.

Many of the recipes on
the menu reached Western
Massachusetts with families
who survived the Armenian
Genocide and the loss of their
ancestral villages. They set-
tled in Indian Orchard and
the surrounding mill towns,
rebuilt their lives and held on
to their faith, their language,
and their food.

Those recipes were rare-
ly written down. They were
learned by watching — a
grandmother ~ showing a
granddaughter how the dough
should feel, a parent teaching
a child how much filling is
enough.

“Our food is more than
flavor — it’s history, memory,
and resilience,” said Fr. Bed-
ros Shetilian, Pastor of St.
Gregory Armenian Apostolic
Church. “Each dish connects
us to our ancestors while in-
viting new generations to ex-
perience Armenian culture.”

Sue Lantzakis has been
making paklava for the St.
Gregory community for more
than 50 years. She learned
from her grandmother, and
this fall she will again take
her place at the table, layer-
ing trays alongside the other
volunteers. “People ask why
I’'m still doing this at my age.
Because my grandmother did
it, and because somebody has
to teach the young ones.”

Next year will mark the
festival’s 50th, and organiz-
ers are already planning how
to honor the volunteers who
have carried it that far.

On the Menu

Grilled on site:

Lamb shish kebab

Losh kebab

Chicken kebab

Kebab dinners are served
with rice pilaf, salad, and pita.
Losh sandwiches and spinach
boereg are also available.

The pastry table will fea-
ture paklava, choreg, kour-
abia, kadayif, and bourma.
Jars of homemade tourshi —
traditional Armenian pickled
vegetables — will be sold to
take home.

Event Details

What: 49th Annual Arme-
nian Food Festival

When: Saturday, Oct. 24,
2026, Noon-7 p.m., rain or
shine

Where: St. Gregory Ar-
menian Apostolic Church,
135 Goodwin St., Indian Or-
chard, Massachusetts

Admission: Free and open
to the public

Parking: Free

Dining: Dine-in and take-
out

Entertainment: Live Ar-
menian music and traditional
dancing
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VE ISLANDS

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

« Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park
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Railers fall in final
preseason game

WORCESTER - The
Worcester Railers HC (0-2-
0-0, Opts) fell to the Maine
Mariners (2-0-0-0, 4pts), on
Saturday night by the final
score of 4-1 in front of a
crowd of 602 at the Fidelity
Bank Worcester Ice Center
to end the preseason for the
Railers at 0-2. The Railers
are at the DCU Center for
the season opener against
the Maine Mariners on Oc-
tober 17th with puck drop
being at 6:05 pm.

Lincoln Hatten (1-0-1)
opened scoring in the first
with a tip. The Mariners
came back with a strong ef-
fort from Jack Works (1-0-
1) to keep the game level go-
ing into the second period.
3:55 into the second period,
Kalle Vaisanen tucked in
the go-ahead goal. Late into
the third Dylan MacKinnon
(1-0-1) snuck one past the
Railers to extend the lead to
2. Wyllum Deveaux (1-1-2)
took advantage of the empty
net and the final score ended
up a 4-1 advantage for the
Mariners.

Lincoln Hatten (1st) had
a beautiful tip in goal off
of Adam Samuelson’s shot
from the blueline to give the
Railers a 1-0 lead. Only 3:35
later the Mariners leveled
the score. Jack Works (2nd)
got the puck from Ryan Mc-
Guire and with a great effort
on his knees squeezed it by
Will Lavalliere’s right pad
to level the score 1-1. Later
in the 1st, Jack Works got
sent to the penalty box for
a delay of game which the
Mariners killed.

The second period start-
ed hot with Jack Works get-
ting placed in the box again
for roughing after touching
goalie Will Lavalliere after
the whistle was blown. Not

long after the Mariners had
the go-ahead-goal. Kalle
Vaismen (1st) tucked it in
with 16:05 remaining in the
second. It was a great assist
from Wyllum Deveaux off
the faceoff win to change
the score to 2-1 Mariners.
After great pressure and lots
of opportunities the Railers
had to kill a penalty from
Adam Samuelsson’s trip-
ping call. After a shorthand-
ed breakaway opportunity
for Railer Cole Donhauser,
the Railers killed the re-
mainder of the penalty and
went into the third one goal
down.

The third period started
and the Railers looked for a
game-changing-goal. Their
efforts were slowed as Ma-
cAuley Carson was called
for hooking 7:45 into the
third period. The Mariners
had good opportunities on
the power play but Chase
Clark stood tall in net and
the game remained 2-1 in
favor of Maine. Railers de-
fenseman Cooper Moore
made a great defensive
play to stop a breakaway
after he broke his stick by
doubling back and elimi-
nating the lone Mariner on
the rush. Dylan Mackinnon
(1st) with 5:15 remaining in
the game snuck one into the
top right corner after a great
pass from Antonio Venuto
to make the game 3-1. With
the Railers being down by
two, Clark was pulled to the
bench and the Mariners cap-
italized on the empty net to
end the game 4-1 Mariners.
Wyllum Deveaux (2nd)
tucked it into the back of the
net. The game ended with a
4-1 scoreline. The Mariners
will be back in Worcester
for the Railers home opener
on Oct. 17.

Rick’s Place offers support
group for grandparents raising
grandchildren after a death

WILBRAHAM - Rick’s
Place will offer a four-week
support group this fall for
grandparents who are rais-
ing grandchildren following
the death of a parent or care-
giver.

The Grandparents Rais-
ing  Grandchildren Im-
pacted by a Death Support
Group is designed to pro-
vide a supportive space for
grandparents navigating the
unique challenges that can
arise when a family expe-
riences the loss of a parent
or caregiver. In addition to
supporting a child or teen,
grandparents may be coping
with their own grief while
adjusting to new responsi-
bilities and changes within
the family.

The group will provide
opportunities for grandpar-
ents to connect with oth-
ers who understand their
experience, share stories
and resources, and build a
supportive community. Ses-
sions will include coffee,

conversation, and time for
participants to learn from
and support one another.

The group will meet
Mondays, Oct. 19, Oct.
26, Nov. 2, and Nov. 9,
from 10:30 a.m. to Noon at
Rick’s Place, 35 Post Of-
fice Park, Wilbraham, MA.
Participants are asked to
commit to attending all four
sessions.

There is no cost to par-
ticipate, but pre-registration
is required by Oct. 13.

To register or learn
more, contact Rick’s Place
at 413-279-2010 or visit-
www.ricksplacema.org.

Rick’s Place provides
free, peer-based grief sup-
port for children, teens, and
families following the death
of someone significant.
Through connection, shared
experiences, and opportuni-
ties to express grief, Rick’s
Place helps ensure that no
child, teen, or family has to
grieve alone.
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T-Birds
earn point
against
Charlotte

SPRINGFIELD - The
Springfield Thunderbirds (2-
1-0-1) received another terrific
netminding performance, but
it proved not to be enough in a
2-1 shootout loss at the hands
of the Charlotte Checkers (2-
2-0-0) on Sunday afternoon
inside the MassMutual Center.

Springfield starting goalie
Will Cranley was the far bus-
ier netminder in the opening
20 minutes, as the Checkers
outshot the T-Birds by a 13-3
margin through the first peri-
od, while Kirill Gerasimyuk
had little action in the Char-
lotte goaltender’s crease.

For a second straight night,
the T-Birds’ shorthanded unit
chipped in on offense, as Alek
Kaskimaki and Otto Stenberg
worked a beautiful give-and-
go, with Kaskimaki cashing
in from the left-wing side at
10:46, giving Springfield the
1-0 advantage. Kaskimaki
has now registered points in
each of the season’s first four
games.

Cranley’s excellence con-
tinued, as he and the Spring-
field penalty-killing unit went
a perfect 3-for-3 on the day,
improving to 18-for-19 on the
season.

After going the first 103
minutes of his season without
allowing a goal, Cranley final-
ly succumbed to a strike from
Cole Schwindt at 3:44 of the
final period, which brought
Charlotte back even, 1-1.

The goaltenders’ duel car-
ried through the end of regu-
lation, and in the 3-on-3 over-
time, Gerasimyuk received
some luck from the iron as
Kaskimaki hit the post on a
breakaway backhander that
would have sealed the game
for Springfield.

The shootout followed, and
Angus Crookshank opened the
festivities with a forehander
past Cranley’s glove, which
proved to be all Gerasimyuk
would need, as Justin Carbon-
neau, Kaskimaki, and Nikita
Susuev all failed to get one
behind the Checker backstop.

Despite the loss, Spring-
field has earned five points
over its first four games of
the season, allowing just eight
goals to their opposition in
regulation time.

The T-Birds continue the
homestand next Friday and
Saturday with back-to-back
meetings with the Lehigh
Valley Phantoms, with puck
drops set for 7:05 p.m. on Oct.
16 and 6:05 p.m. on Saturday.

Wilbraham
Veterans Day
Ceremony

WILBRAHAM - The
town’s Veterans Day Cere-
mony, presented by the Wil-
braham Department of Vet-
erans Services, takes place
at Crane Park on Wednesday,
Nov. 11, at 11 a.m.

In the event of inclement
weather, the ceremony will
be moved indoors to the Wil-
braham Senior Center.

All are welcome. Please
join us as we honor the Vet-
erans of our community and
our nation.
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October events for adults
at the Wilbraham library

WILBRAHAM- Sever-
al new in-person and virtual
events for adults are coming
up at the Wilbraham Public
Library. These events are
free and open to all.

On Monday, Oct. 19 at 6
p-m., journalist, author and
historian Sally Cragin will
present “Clothes Encoun-
ters: Victorian & Edwardian
Apparel, Lifestyle & Be-
yond.” Cragin will discuss
the history of fashion, share
her collection of apparel
and accessories, and allow
attendees to handle, exam-
ine, and in some cases, try
on these items.

On Wednesday, Oct. 21
at 1 p.m., a representative
from AAA Northeast will
share “The Older & Wiser
Driver,” a safe driving pre-
sentation providing practi-
cal information on how ma-
ture drivers can compensate
for the physical changes

that accompany aging and
may affect their ability to
drive safely.

WPL has also partnered
with the Tewksbury Public
Library and over 30 MA
public libraries to present
The Library 50+ Job Seek-
ers Networking Group. If
you 50 & older and looking
for a new job/career direc-
tion, this group is perfect
for you! Join a professional
forum for networking with
peers in a comfortable en-
vironment to develop skills
and strategies to help in
your career transition. The
group meets via Zoom on
the first and third Wednes-
days of the month from
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

For more information
about each of these events
and more, visit the online
calendar at wilbrahamli-
brary.org.

Wilbraham Parks & Recreation
announces new Indoor
Adaptive Soccer Program

WILBRAHAM - Wil-
braham Parks & Recreation,
in partnership with Futsal &
Street Soccer, is pleased to
announce a new Adaptive
Indoor Soccer Program for
children ages 4-10. This
inclusive program is de-
signed for participants with
disabilities, including Lev-
el 1 Autism, and provides
a welcoming environment
where every child can learn,
play, and succeed. Led by
experienced Futsal & Street
Soccer coaches, the program
emphasizes soccer skill de-
velopment, teamwork, con-
fidence, motor skills, and
social interaction through
adaptive  coaching tech-
niques that meet the individ-
ual needs of each participant.
The goal of the program is
to create a positive experi-
ence where every child feels
supported, included, and ex-
cited to participate. Soccer

is for everyone, and happy
to offer a program that helps
young athletes grow both on
and off the field.

Program Information:

FALL Session 1 Dates
(six weeks)

Sundays Nov. 1 — Dec.
13 (no program 11/29)

Cost: $214 residents /
$224 Non-residents (late fee
applies after 10/26)

Registration:
October 26th

Ages and time: Ages
4-10

Time: 12:15 to 1:15 p.m.
Location: All sessions will
be held at Memorial School
Gym, 310 Main Street, Wil-
braham.

Participants should bring
a water bottle, athletic cloth-
ing, shin guards, sneakers,
and a soccer ball. For addi-
tional information, please
contact Alfred at info@
futsalstreet.soccer.

through

ATT Club Walk new date

WILBRAHAM - Due
to the Sept. 26 Nor’easter,
the Minnechaug Region-
al High School Above the
Influence Club postponed
their Annual Walk event to
Saturday, Oct. 24.

It will be from 10 a.m.

to 1 p.m. at the Minnechaug
Outdoor Cross Country
Trail, which is located near
the far corner of the teacher
parking lot. The community
is encouraged to come by
for the event.

St. Cecilia Women'’s Club Calendar Raffle

WILBRAHAM - The
Saint Cecilia Women’s Club
is sponsoring a Calendar
Raffle for the month of No-
vember.

Prizes for the month total
over $3,500. Tickets are on
sale now with the drawings
beginning Nov. 1.

Tickets can be obtained
in the church rotunda, on
the church website under
downloadable forms, or call
Sue Agnew, 596-9480 to get

forms or for any questions.
The proceeds help the club
fund its scholarships and
donations to many charita-
ble organizations in the area.
Thank you for your support.
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Sourdough Brandon speaks to the group.

SOURDOUGH from page 1

culture of bacteria and wild
yeast that is strong enough
to make bread with. So, this
is the way people made bread
for thousands of years....un-
til the development of instant
yeast and fast-acting yeast.”

A fact that surprised some
in attendance was that, “at it’s
very core basic level, a sour-
dough starter is just flour and
water mixed together and then
left to ferment over time,” Co-
chran said.

Cochran explained that
“Every starter is a little bit
different based on location
and the way you feed your
starter and the types of flours
that you use and how you take
care of it,” adding that “You
can make great sourdough
bread wherever you are in the
world.”

In fact, sourdough starters
can be very durable.

“You can have a starter
that lasts forever,” Cochran
said. “So, with proper main-
tenance and storage, you can
have an heirloom starter that
you pass down through gen-
erations.”

Cochran also debunked
the myth that an older starter
is better.

“An older starter is con-
stantly being refreshed and
fed with new flour and water
and kept alive. It will always
be adjusting to its environ-
ment,” Cochran said.

He also mentioned that
one would be discarding
some of the starter as it grew.

“Most people are going
to have discard because you
want to keep it a certain size
so it doesn’t get too big and
unmanageable,” Cochran
said.

In addition to throwing the
discarded starter away, com-
posting it, drying it, giving it
away or baking with it, Co-
chran also suggested saving it
in the fridge for up to a month
for use as a flavor enhancer
in some other recipes such
as cookies, donuts, biscuits,
muffins, brownies or Irish
Soda Bread.

Regarding some of the
health benefits of sourdough
bread, Cochran noted that
“it does have a lower glyce-
mic index so it doesn’t spike

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

Town of Palmer ¥
- Department of Public Works

Snowplow Contractors

The Town of Palmer Department of Public Works is seeking snow removal
contractors for the 2026—2027 winter season. Contracts are available on the
Town website and at the DPW office. Interested contractors should submit a
completed contract and copies of the required insurance forms to the DPW
office at 1015 Bridge St., Palmer. Rates have increased for the 2026—-2027
season. For questions, call (413) 283-2615, Monday through Friday, from
7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. or email edeterman@townofpalmer.com for more info.

Plowing Rates

e
g
X
|

DESCRIPTION — ALL PLOWS MUST BE POWER ANGLE RATE

Pickup, minimum size 34 ton, 4x4, 8’ plow $100/ hour
Small six-wheeler (1 ton), 4x4, 9’ plow $104/ hour
Large six-wheeler, 10’ plow $108/ hour
Large truck, 11’ plow at least 3’ high $128/ hour
Skid steer with attachments $100/ hour
Front end Loader with bucket/snow pusher/plow $183/ hour

blood sugar levels as fast and
because of the long fermenta-
tion, it breaks down gluten a
little bit easier for many peo-
ple to digest.”

For those who think that
some desserts are way too
sweet, Cochran said that
“sourdough desserts tend to
be a little bit more balanced
because....the acid in the
starter helps balance out the
sweetness in these recipes.”

He also went over how to
make one’s own sourdough
starter.

“I think that it’s import-
ant to know how to make
this from scratch in case you
wanted to make a different
type of starter, like a gluten
free starter,” Cochran said.

Additional tips Cochran
mentioned included using a
weight scale for consistent
measurements, having a glass
jar to put the starter in and a
spatula to stir it, some kind of
loose-fitting lid for the jar, the

kinds of flour and water that F
can be used, tips for manag- |
ing the starter and what to ex- '
pect during the process.

Cochran closed out his
presentation by inviting the
audience to follow him on
social media, send him an
email, sign up for his newslet-
ter or visit his website, Sour-
doughBrandon.com.

Afterwards, Maria Paoluc- |
ci from Wilbraham expressed [
the same reaction as other at- .
tendees who were asked about
the presentation, describing it
as “very informative.”

Kim Keeton of Hampden
was impressed by the talk and
had plans for her starter.

“I*'m definitely going to do
bread, but I'd like to try some
sourdough cookie type reci-
pes,” Keeton said.

When asked if she planned
to make some sourdough

‘\. 1 r _¢

bread, Cindy Crowther from
Ludlow said, “I plan to do
that and I’m probably going
to also make some cinnamon
buns that look pretty interest-
ing.”

From the left, Kim Keeton of Hampden, Sourdough Brandon
and Cindy Crowther of Ludlow.

But, after what she learned
in the presentation, Surdy-
ka added, “I’m excited to try
again.”

to make sourdough bread
in the past, but remarked, “I
think my bread was a little

Rosemary = Surdyka  of  genger than T expected.”

Wilbraham said she had tried
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE
FIREWOOD TN HOME LAND CLEARING
FURNITURE
FIREWOOD REMOVAL IMPROVEMENT HENRY'’S TREE SERVICE LLC

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

Clearing and forestry mulching for lot
clearing, perimeter clearing,
1-5+ acres & stumping.
Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates.
Over 30 Years Experience.
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

(413)477-0083 Call 413-279-1050
MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood A ca" we Halll CHAMELEON
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless FAST REMOVAI. PAINTING & REMODELING MASONRY
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882- INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
0178 Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts. i
We load it & take it. Remodeling & STOP WET
MISCELLANEOUS 413-531-1936 Deck Specialists BASEMENTS
Residential/Commercial ABC N‘I:ASTOEF:‘I:‘LSOI:?::MENT
BUILDER SERIOUS WOODWORK .
TOOLS. Jet table saw, Jet shop dust col- m Fully Insured e free Estimates All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
i 10 ” dri d , b t windows, chi built
e i o 6 413-351-1147 | Sosnmmm ool
A B Hauling and ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
Removal Service BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
m LANDSCAPING Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

WANTED!
CASH for:
* Machinist tools, power tools
& Snap on.
* Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.
Much, much more!
Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy
(860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches,
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising,
radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item
or entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2xxx*xxx A & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice. Serving Palmer, Barre and surround-
ing area. Call (508)867-2550

PRO PAINTING

ELECTRICIAN

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

RUBBISH

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
¢ Licensed & Insured *
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC

| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.
Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301
or visit my website at
dannyselectriclic.com
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic.
#14960A. 413-533-8867

Read your local
newspaper online at
www.newspapers.turley.com

REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S
RUBBISH REMOVAL

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
Family owned/operated since 1950.
(413)537-5090

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry »
Framing ¢ Drywall ¢
Painting ¢ & more!

-

TREE WORK

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming
Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing
Certified & Fully Insured.

Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

Call us at 413.283.8393
~seavces W seRvices N REAL ESTATE

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling
brook, I-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths,
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch, beach rights. Enjoy na-
ture trails, very quiet private area. $3000/
monthly rental fee.

Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
We do what others don't.

We grind stumps of any size, provide
cleanup and add loam and seed.
Certified & Fully Insured.

Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen &
Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

AUTO
CAMPERS

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33, 2
SLIDE-OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $7000. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

EDUCATION COORDINATOR
(Holyoke, MA) wtd to plan/coordinate/mon-
itor child care & educational enrichment
programs; monitor/evaluate student prog-
ress & program curriculum; maintain a safe
and healthy environment for students; etc.

Resume: MHEG INC.,
225 South St.,
Holyoke MA 01040

We seek an energetic, enthusiastic,
and well-organized person
for the position of
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/
CLERICAL PART-TIME.
This is a part-time position of 20 to 25
hours per week at $680, depending on
Workload. Need to be detail-oriented, pos-
sess good customer service skills, some
cash & items handling skills. Apply Email:
wowwhunn@outlook.com

BELCHERTON

m

GREAT VALUE!

HUBBARDSTON

o

S

WEsT NORTH
BROOKFELD. | BROOKFIELD

y

WALES {_ HOLLAND

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON
or call: 413-283-8393
: JF Quabbin———
1 2 3 4 Village Hills
Circulation:
5 6 7 8 m 50,500
9 10 1 12 %ﬂl
13 14 15 16 ﬁ
17 18 19 20 Bese Price w &
21 Bsgsess | 22 Besgaros | 23 Besgarsa| 24 e mna
» | 26 gt 27 g | 28 wrs| | Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800
29 Basganss | 30 Baserrica | 31 Basgansa| 32 B amon
All Three ZONES for $26.00
33 e R Bty | 39 e 0| for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.
37 I Baserrica | 39 Basgameg| 40 i
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: d MasterCard dVISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Ccwv
Amount of charge: Date: Make checks payable to Turley Publications
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

&

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Turley?)

Publications, Inc,

www.newspapers.turley.com

RGAWAN ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE
COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER
THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER
QUABOAG GURRENT
THE SENTINEL
THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES
TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS

turleynews

TurleyPublications

Subscribe Today!
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Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
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www.turley.com
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Palmer, MA 01069
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From the left, Donna Dinelle of
Ludlow shows Norah Kazin of
= Wilbraham her stained glass piece..

¥
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STAINED GLASS

from page 1

experience of beginning to
work with stained glass af-
ter her husband bought her a
stained-glass class.

“I started out with the real
stained glass, but that was
too perfect for me....I like to
do what I want to do. I don’t
want to have to shave piec-
es and make them fit, it was
just too much. So, I decided I
would try mosaics and I like
the glass on glass mosaics
the best,” O’Toole said.

Attendees were provided
with a black arched frame
that O’Toole had prepared
for the event as well as green
and blue stained glass that
she said she had hand-cut
into tiny pieces and put in
a rock tumbler for two days
“so that you won’t cut your
fingers when you’re dealing
with the glass.”

Beads of various colors
and the clear silicon glue to
stick all the individual piec-
es to the glass backing of the
frame were also provided. In
addition, O’Toole gave help-
ful tips during the event to
anyone who needed it.

In the window of the
room for the workshop
were two examples of fin-
ished mosaic stained-glass
windows, along with a third
piece which presented a
stunningly beautiful tree
using tiny pieces of stained
glass for the leaves.

When attendees were
asked later if they had an
idea in advance of what they
wanted their stained-glass
window to look like, some
responded that they just let
their creative juices flow.

“I just decided to sit and
let the teacher teach me and
listen to everyone around
and play with the colors. So,
it was a very creative pro-
cess, which is nice,” Diane
Carignan from Wilbraham
said.

Was she pleased with the
result?

“It came out kinda nice
for a novice,” Carignan said.

Joanne  Bergeron of
Easthampton, who attended
this workshop with her sis-
ters Karen Knowles of Lud-
low and Jill Appleby from
Springfield, all of whom
have worked with stained
glass before, had some
thoughts of what design she
would do.

“I'm thinking maybe
Christmas colors,” Bergeron
said.

Asked if it would may-
be be a gift, she quickly re-
sponded, “No, I’'m not giving
it away....Keeping it for my-
self,” she added with a laugh.

When finished with their
window, each senior brought
their work to O’Toole who
applied the finishing touch
by brushing on white sealer.

Attendees were told that
this product would dry clear
and their design would then
be ready to proudly display
in their homes.

“It'll dry in a couple
hours after you make it, if
that.” O’Toole said.

Most  seniors, when
asked, had some idea of what
they were going to do with
their stained-glass piece such

Turley photos by Harold Anderson
Maria Cacela of Wilbraham and Ann 0’Toole of East
Longmeadow showing off the piece after the white sealer.

as placing it in a window lo-
cation in their home.

O’Toole said she puts her
finished pieces above her
kitchen sink, ‘“’cuz the sun
shines in all afternoon, so It’s
bright and cheery.”

Pat Ryan from Dedham
MA, when asked if she was
happy with her results, ex-
claimed, “Yes! It’s amaz-
ing....It doesn’t look like
much while you’re working
on it and then, boom!, at
the end, it comes in and it’s
beautiful.”

Norah Kazin of Wilbra-
ham was also pleased with
her finished piece.

“T used colors that I like
to use and it really turned out
well,” Kazin said.

By the conclusion of the
event, a number of people
were already wondering if
there would be more of these
workshops.

“I might see if there are
any other classes around....I
might get more involved in it
because of this (workshop),”
Carignan said.

Ryan agreed.

“Oh yes, it was wonder-
ful. T would do it again,”
Ryan said.
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abundant forest birds of
North America. They come to
feeders and like many spar-
rows feed on the ground to
glean seeds dropped there by
other birds.

They prefer open, par-
tially wooded areas with un-
derstory for cover. They also
have a twittering call or trill-
ing song. If flushed from the
ground, they appear gray or
dark brown overall with vis-
ible white outer tail feathers.

The dark-eyed Junco is
one of the most common
birds in North America and
can be found across the con-
tinent from Alaska to Mex-
ico, from California to New
York. A recent estimate set
the junco’s total population

at approximately 630 million
individuals.

The oldest recorded dark-
eyed Junco, originally band-
ed in 1991, was at least 11
years, 4 months old when
it was recaptured and rere-
leased during banding opera-
tions in the same state of West
Virginia in 2001.

Large flock of sparrows

Recently, while driving
to the bus stop to pick up my
grandson, I flushed a large
flock of sparrows along the
side of the road. A large num-
ber of them flew across the
road in front of the car. It hap-
pened quickly so I was not
able to identify them. They
were not juncos as they did
not have white tail feathers

New bird feeder

Hampden Zoning
Board of Appeals
Notice of Public Hearing
The Hampden Zoning Board of
Appeals will hold a Public Hear-
ing on Tuesday, October 27,
2026 at 6 PM in the Town Hall,
85 Wilbraham Road, Hampden,
MA, for those interested in the
petition of owner Sarah Dudley
for a Special Permit or Variance
for the side setback under Sec-
tion 7.2.4 of the Zoning Bylaw
for the construction of a home to
be located on Parcel #28-029-
000 Burleigh Road. The petition
and related materials are on file
in the Town Clerk’s Office and
may be viewed during normal
business hours.

For the Board,
L. Jed Berliner, Chair

10/08, 10/15/2026

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
HAMPDEN, Div.
Probate & Family Court Dept.
HD26E0041PP

To Steven Thomas of Wilbra-
ham, Hampden County; and all
other persons interested.

A petition has been present-
ed to said Court by Rosemarie
Thomas, of East Longmeadow,
Hampden County, representing
that they hold as joint tenants
in an undivided part or share of
land lying in Wilbraham, in the
County of Hampden, setting
forth that they desire that all of
said land may be sold at private
sale or public auction for not less
than Five Hundred Sixteen Thou-
sand and Eight Hundred Dollars
($516,800.00), and praying that
partition may be made of all the
land aforesaid according to law,
and to that end that a commis-
sioner be appointed to make such
partition and be ordered to make
sale and conveyance of all, or any
part of said land which the Court
finds cannot be advantageously
divided either at private sale or
public auction, and be ordered
to distribute the net proceeds
thereof after full adjudication of
the equitable claims contained
in said petition and supplemen-
tal memorandum filed with the
Court.

If you desire to object thereto,
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you or your attorney should file a
written appearance in said Court
at Springfield before ten o’clock
in the forenoon on the tenth day
of November 2026, the return
day of this citation.

Witness, Claudine T. Stou-
demire, Esquire, First Justice of
said Court, this 10th day of Sep-
tember 2026.

Rosemary A. Saccomani,
Register
10/01, 10/08, 10/15/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD26P2129EA
Estate of:
Andrew Zorin

Date of Death: 03/24/2026

INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested
in the above captioned estate,
by Petition of Petitioner Vera
Coupal of Springfield, MA.

Vera Coupal of Springfield,
MA has been informal-
ly appointed as the Personal
Representative of the estate to
serve without surety on the
bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts
Uniform Probate Code with-
out supervision by the Court.

Inventory and accounts are not
required to be filed with the
Court, but interested parties are
entitled to notice regarding the
administration from the Personal
Representative and can petition
the Court in any matter relating
to the estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses of
administration. Interested parties
are entitled to petition the Court
to institute formal proceedings
and to obtain orders terminat-
ing or restricting the powers
of Personal Representatives
appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

10/15/2026

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com
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A man, who attends meals
at the Oakham Senior Cen-
ter, built a feeder from tubing
someone gave him.

He filled it with seed and
put it outside. It took a few
days for the birds to arrive,
but he has a lot of birds com-
ing to it now.

eBird sightings

Recent eBird sightings
included a Cape May war-
bler on Oct. 6 in Belchertown
and an American redstart and
a black-bellied plover, both
spotted in the northeast Quab-
bin area on Oct. 6.

People may report a bird
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or
texting 774-262-5882.

SSI from page 6

ment plan to go with Medicare
Part B if/when you enroll.

I hope this answers your
question, but please don’t
hesitate to contact us again
if needed. And, importantly,
thank you for your service to
our country.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social Securi-
ty Administration or any oth-
er governmental entity. This
article is intended for infor-
mation purposes and does not
represent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the

Association Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained and
accredited by the National So-
cial Security Association To
submit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory  or
email us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org. Russell Gloor
is a Social Security advisor for
AMAC.

CLUES ACROSS

1. Small Eurasian deer

4. Province in Northern
Ireland

10. A major division of
geological time

11. Broadway actor Lane

12. Canadian province
(abbr.)

14. Human gene

15. Two

16. A notable one was
“blue”

18. Utter repeatedly

22. Ring-shaped objects

23. Sullies

24, Oceurs

26. Commercial

27. Near

28. Tools you may need

30. A pledge

31. They start the alphabet

34. Silk garments

36. Soviet Socialist
Republic

37. Longtime mayor of Rio

39. Hot meal

40. Atype of gin

41. Atomic #84

42. $10 bill

48. About ground

50. Medicine man

51. Seedless raisin

52. National capital of
Albania

53. Appendage

54, 0J trial judge

55. European government
entity (abbr.)

56. Bike parts

58. Friend to “Barbie”

59. Stretched to see or
hear

60. Commercials

CLUES DOWN

1. Make up for

2. Baltimore ballplayer

3. Wages

4, International
organization of
countries

5. Engravers of gems

6. Declared as fact

7. One who steals

8. Jewelry

9. Hospital worker

12. Nonsense (slang)

13. Town in Galilee

17. Value

19. Alternative identity

20. Sheep in their second
year

21. Town in Surrey,
England

25. Appropriate to a time
of year

29. Creative work

31. Recesses

32. Largely forested
municipality in
Germany

33. Rider of Rohan

35. Ancient symbol co-
opted by Nazis

38. Pioneer

41. Scribe

43, Painted a bright color

44, Member of British
nobility

45. “Pulp Fiction” actress
Thurman

46. Helps people walk

47, Crest of a hill

49, People of southeastern
Alaska

56. One’s own device

57. The Mount Rushmore
State
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WOMEN PLAY AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE CONTINUED
GROWTH OF THE TR DROST FAMILY OF COMPANIES.

Meet the Women of the Business

As part of the next generation of the family business,
Grace plays a pivotal role at Window World of Western
Mass. Working directly with homeowners in the showroom,
she helps customers explore their options, find the right
solutions for their homes and feel confident throughout the
decision-making process. Her involvement represents the
continued growth and evolution of the family business.

Lanea brings her passion for home improvement to the
Window World design consulting team, helping homeowners
envision what is possible for their homes and find
personalized solutions that fit their needs. By building lasting
relationships with customers, Lanea plays an important role
in the continued growth of the family business.

' 7, At The Kitchen & Bath Co., Anna brings her passion for design

(// and renovation to helping homeowners create beautiful,
Iall functional spaces. From the initial design process through
\‘ the finished project, she understands that every renovation
is personal and works to create spaces that reflect each
homeowner’s needs and vision.

Together,Grace,Laneaand Annaarehelpingshapethefutureofafamilyofcompanies
that also includes Hometown Exteriors and Go Green Home Performance—proving
that there is a place for women at every level of the home improvement industry.

LOCAL.
FAMILY-OWNED,

IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.

OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES
(J
|

old HOMETOWN GOGREEN

HOME PERFORMANCE
= EXTERIORS -

LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL

OF WESTERN MASS

413-485-7335 413-417-8787 413-417-8800 866-463-6261

BELCHERTOWN = WESTFIELD = ADAMS





