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Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - On 
Wednesday Sep. 24, the 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School Marching Band per-
formed in the Big E Parade. 

Students from all grades 
gathered to attend this year-
ly field trip event customary 
to Minnechaug’s Band. Stu-
dents spent the beginning of 
their day adventuring at the 
Big E and, later on, prepared 
for their parade. 

MRHS Marching Band
performs 
at the Big E

Photo courtesy of Kyle Garron

Drum Majors Abigail Lee, Hayden Carlotto and Isabella Strand standing together before the 
parade.  

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Se-
lectboard reviewed and of-
ficially closed the Special 
Town Meeting Warrant on 
Sept. 22.

Special Town Meeting 
will take place on Monday, 
Oct. 27, at 6:30 p.m. at the 
former Thornton W. Burgess 
Middle School.

The Times will break 
down the STM warrant arti-
cles in a future edition. 

Warrant Request
To start the conversation, 

Chair John Flynn presented 
a warrant article suggestion 
about changing the Annual 
Town Meeting start time.

After Don Davenport 
said he was open to the idea, 
Erik Vanderleeden shared 

his thoughts.
“Is there any opportunity 

to cut some of the times as 
opposed to starting earlier? 
Is there any way?” Vander-
leeden said.

Flynn replied the con-
sent agenda has helped with 
this in the past, later asking 
Vanderleeden if 6:30 p.m. 
was tough on families. 

Vanderleeden said this. 
“I think for families, 

I think any time is tough, 
that have small children,” 
Vanderleeden said. “As the 
meeting time drag goes on, 
I think it’s tough for the 
younger kids, parents with 
younger children because 
they got to get home.”

“That’s why I think start-
ing earlier is better,” Flynn 
said. 

SB reviews, closes 
STM Warrant

By Patricia Sullivan
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - “Labu-
bus are the thing right now,” 
says Liberty, a fourth-grader 
at Wilbraham’s Soule Road 
School. “The whole school is 
obsessed.”

Aware of the mania for 
these fuzzy seven-inch dolls, 
the Wilbraham Public Library 
organized a craft session in 
which third and fourth-grad-
ers colored their own paper 
Labubus and had them lami-
nated for use as locker tags or 
keychain ornaments.

The free activity was held 
in the afternoon on Sept. 23, 
an early-release day for the 
town’s schools.

Labubus, inspired by Nor-
dic fairy tales and made and 
distributed by the Chinese 
company PopMart, have sky-
rocketed in popularity. Much 

Labubu ManiaLabubu Mania

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Select-
board received updates on the 
new town hall—which is the 
former Thornton W. Burgess 
Middle School—during their 
Sept. 22 meeting.

Town Administrator Brian 
Domina explained the bigger 
projects that are being looked 
into include the asbestos 
abatement of the five class-

rooms.
“Library’s hoping to add 

two additional rooms to that. 
That is current, that went 
out to bid. It was awarded to 
Abide from East Longmead-
ow,” Domina said. “Apex told 
me that they quote, unquote, 
‘made a mistake in their bid’ 
and that they would like to 
rescind it and I happily ac-
cepted because they’re from a 
very far distance away. I just 
feel more comfortable with 
more local companies. So, 

that’s scheduled for Oct. 13, 
they’ve allowed for about a 
week. I’m not sure it’ll take 
that long, those tiles are com-
ing up by themselves, so I 
don’t think it’ll take too long 
to get them up. After that, we 
need to install new flooring in 
those locations.”

Domina added another 
goal is to zone the building 
into three zones “in terms of 
our electronic access” includ-
ing the library, Parks & Rec 
and town hall.

“There’s two locations 
where we need access con-
trol,” Domina said. “We were 
thinking it was going to be 
hallway doors similar to the 
ones that are in there now. 
Another option is to do—at 
least temporarily—some wall 
construction and just block 
those areas off, conversations 
with the building inspector. 
Those are two options that are 
being explored right now.”

Other items, Domina said, 
include replacing ceiling tiles 

due to many that were paint-
ed, which “ruins the fire rat-
ing on the tiles and that’s not 
allowed.”

“That’s something that’s 
going to be done in-house. 
We’ve already placed the or-
der, I don’t think they’ve been 
delivered yet,” Domina said. 

Domina also noted for 
many of the spaces that will 
be occupied, there are miscel-
laneous light bulbs “that need 

Selectboard receives updates on new town hall

Also, MRHS 
bleachers and 
early literacy
grant award

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The 
School Committee will 
meet with the town boards 
in a multi-board meeting 
on Oct. 9.

The meeting date 
comes after the School 
Committee agreed on Aug. 
21 to a meeting request 
from the Wilbraham Select 
Board to discuss the bud-
get process for FY27 and 
the capital planning pro-
cess for district properties 
and town-owned proper-
ties. From there, a letter 
was sent to the Hampden 
Selectboard and a draft 
agenda was organized by 
Superintendent Dr. John 
Provost and Assistant Su-
perintendent for Finance, 
Operations and Human 
Resources Dr. Douglas 
Slaughter for review. 

Chair Michal Bou-
dreau said the Advisory 
Committee, the Hampden 
Selectboard, the Select 
Board and a representative 
from the Finance Commit-
tee will be in attendance.

There was also an up-
date on the Minnechaug 
Regional High School 
bleachers, which was dis-
cussed on Sept. 10 and 
continued to the Sept. 25 
meeting. To recap, this 
concerned the current con-
ditions of the bleachers 
and their potential safety 
hazards.

Superintendent Dr. 
John Provost shared that 
“we are in the process of 
developing a presentation 
for the next meeting along 
the lines that was dis-
cussed at the last meeting.”

School 
Committee 
to meet 
with town 
boards 
Oct. 9

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The li-
brary hosted a Pre-K and K 
Dance Party in the Brooks 
Room on Sept. 20 to great 
fanfare for families and the 
littlest readers and learners 
in the community. 

The event was catered 
to pre-kindergarten and 
kindergarten-aged children 
with adult supervision and 
included a disco ball, a 
“photo booth” for families 
to take photos together and 
dancing the morning away 
to familiar songs such as 
“Baby Shark” and learning 
new ones.

Also, a Disney song 
trivia challenge. 

Lisa Berezin, the li-
brary’s assistant children’s 
librarian, oversaw the event 
and explained it was an op-
portunity for children “to 
experience the library in a 

different, fun and exciting 
way!”

“Dance is one of the best 
ways for children to learn to 
control their bodies, refine 
balance, coordination and 
strength.  I wanted younger 
children to have a safe en-
vironment to dance, move 
and express themselves,” 
Berezin said.

Berezin said the event 
was also the first of its kind 
to be held at the library, ex-
pressing joy at the children 
getting into the music and 
songs. She was thrilled with 
the turnout and shared what 
sparked the idea to have a 
dance party. 

“I really wanted younger 
children to have an opportu-
nity for something exciting 
to participate in and look 
forward to coming to that 
was just for them. Watching 
all the fun that the partici-
pants had dancing, singing, 

WPL hosts Pre-K 
and K Dance Party

Tamaryn brought her three 
treasured Labubus to the 
library.

Ryleigh displays her creation. Jacob with his custom 
Labubu.

Turley photos by Patricia Sullivan

Mila and Emma chatted while making their Labubus.

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers

A crowd shot of attendees at the Pre-K and K Dance Party 
on Sept. 20.

Please see LABUBU, 
page 5

Please see STM, page 9

Please see SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE, 

page 5

Please see BAND, page 16

Please see UPDATE, page 4

Please see DANCE, page 9
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  
Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESOctober 2, 2025 Page 3

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
FOR FALL FUN!

Elsie’s CreameryElsie’s Creamery
The Best Homemade Ice CreamThe Best Homemade Ice Cream

Open The First 2 Weekends In OctoberOpen The First 2 Weekends In October
Friday - Sunday & Columbus Day

FALL FLAVORSFALL FLAVORS
New England Grown 

Honeycrisp, MacIntosh, 
Cortland & Macoun Apples
MACINTOSH APPLES

     5 lb Tote Bags $5.99
APPLE CIDER DONUTS 
FRESH SWEET CIDER

Pumpkin Muffins, 
Pumpkin Pies, Pumpkin Beer!

 

Beautiful
HARDY MUMS 
~ In Fabulous Fall Colors ~
Big Selection!Big Selection!
Fall Mixed Patio PotsFall Mixed Patio Pots

Decorate For Fall
Corn Stalks, Straw Bales, Indian Corn, Gourds
PUMPKINS, PUMPKINS, PUMPKINS

Specialty Pumpkins 
Sugar Pumpkins
Face Pumpkins

Witches, Scarecrows, Ghosts & Spiders!

Family Fun Weekends
Chuck The Chicken, Duck Races, 

Candy Corn Ring Toss, Bean Bag Toss 
And New “Funny Bone” Game

October 18th & 19th
Twenty Prizes Plus Ten Charity Matches

$3,000 In Cash Prizes
Every Entry Receives A Gift

Randall’s Best Ever Scarecrow Contest

Pumpkin Decorating Workshop
We Provide The Pumpkins & Decorations
“Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home

TWO ENTRY CLASSES ~ 
YOUTH & ADULT

FIVE CATEGORIES
Best Overall, Scariest, Most Creative, Best Overall, Scariest, Most Creative, 

Most Traditional, FunniestMost Traditional, Funniest

“Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home“Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home

Outside In The Garden Center
Saturdays, Sundays & Columbus Day

              11AM – 4PM

SCARECROW MAKING WORKSHOPSCARECROW MAKING WORKSHOP
MaMaKe Your Own traditionaKe Your Own traditional l 

full size Scarecrowfull size Scarecrow

GENTLE TOOTH
EXTRACTIONS
JUST $199!

GENTLE TOOTH
EXTRACTIONS
JUST $199!

Dealing with 
tooth pain? 
We’ve got you.

CALL (413) 553-1044

Now through October 30th

Don't wait—relieve that pain
and save money today!

MANCHESTER, Conn. 
–  The Wilbraham-Hampden 
Rotary Club joined with 25 
other Rotary Clubs in north-
ern Connecticut and Western 
Massachusetts (Rotary Dis-
trict 7890) to fund a project 
that will bring fresh drinking 
water, sanitation facilities and 
hygiene training to a needy 
Mayan community in Guate-
mala. 

Rotary Club Secretary 
Brad Sperry said the project 
is a good example of ways 
the club helps people of oth-
er countries. “Not only do we 
work on community service 

projects right here in Wilbra-
ham and Hampden,  but our 
international water project 
helps folks from third world 
countries improve their living 
conditions,” said Sperry.

Including matching funds 
from The Rotary Foundation 
and those contributed to AL-
DEA, the Cooperating Part-
ner NGO, a total of $176,486 
was raised. Adding this 
amount to the funds raised 
during the previous 16 years 
brings the total to $1,856,900.

District 7890 Water Com-
mittee Chair and Manchester, 
Conn. Rotarian Rick Law-

rence again spearheaded the 
drive to raise the necessary 
funds. Lawrence said those 
funds will pay for the ma-
terials needed to complete 
a gravity-fed water system 
with gray water filters, vented 
pit latrines, improved vented 
stoves for the 115 families 
(725 people) who live in the 
rural community of Xecoxol, 
Guatemala.

All labor is provided by 
the men and women in each 
village. “These projects con-
tinue the goal of Rotary Inter-
national to have every Rotary 
Club support an international 

water and sanitation project 
every year,” said Lawrence.

By working together, 
pooling their resources, and 
obtaining Global Grants with 
matching funds from The 
Rotary Foundation, the Ro-
tarians have been successful 
in adding size and strength to 
their chosen projects, he said.

Lawrence and his wife 
Elin will travel to Guatemala 
soon to visit the village fund-
ed through the Global Grant.  

For more information 
about the Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Rotary Club call Brad 
Sperry at 413-537-4171.

The Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary Club was included with a regional group of clubs in supporting a clean water project. They 
donated $176,486. (Rotary photo)

Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary Club 
joins international water project

WILBRAHAM - Propos-
als for community-oriented 
arts, humanities, and science 
programs are due Thurs., Oc-
tober 16. 

The Wilbraham Cultural 
Council has set Oct. 16 as the 
deadline for organizations, 
schools, and individuals to 
apply for grants supporting 
community cultural activities.

According to LCC chair, 
Jane Clark, these grants can 

support a variety of artistic 
projects and activities in Wil-
braham, including exhibits, 
festivals, field trips, short-
term artist residencies, per-
formances in schools, work-
shops, and lectures.

The Wilbraham Cultural 
Council is part of a network 
of 329 Local Cultural Coun-
cils (LCCs) serving all 351 
cities and towns in the Com-
monwealth. The LCC Pro-

gram is the nation’s largest 
grassroots cultural funding 
network, supporting thou-
sands of community-based 
projects in the arts, human-
ities, and sciences every year. 
The state legislature provides 
an annual appropriation to 
Mass Cultural Council, a state 
agency that allocates funds to 
each community.

This year, the Wilbraham 
Cultural Council will distrib-

ute about $10,800 in grants. 
For local guidelines 

and complete information 
on the Wilbraham Cultural 
Council, contact Jane Clark 
at 413-883-6236 and jane-
clark022553@gmail.com. 
Application forms and more 
information about the Local 
Cultural Council Program 
are available online at www.
massculturalcouncil.org.

Wilbraham Cultural Council seeks funding proposals

WILBRAHAM - Because 
we know that hunger NEV-
ER takes a vacation and the 
thought of any child going to 
bed hungry is repugnant and 
unacceptable, the Lions Club 
of Wilbraham in conjunc-

tion with BIG Y is collecting 
non-perishable foods such as 
grain and multi-grain cereals, 
canned fruits and vegetables, 
100% fruit juices, canned 
proteins, peanut butter and 
soups.

The food drive will be Sat-
urday, Oct. 4 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at the Wilbraham Big 
Y.

Donations of foods or cash 
will benefit the food bank at 
the Community Survival Cen-

ter which serves the towns of 
Wilbraham, Hampden and 
Ludlow as well as others in 
the area.

Many thanks for your sup-
port!

Wilbraham Lions Club hosting Food Drive this Saturday
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Class

Reunion

MINNECHAUG
REGIONAL

HIGH SCHOOL

200520052005
20 Year Reunion
Saturday, October 18th • 6 p.m.

LUDLOW, MA

Class of

For details and to purchase tickets ($30)
https://20yearslatermrhsclassof05.rsvpify.com/
mrhs2005reunion@gmail.com

REAL MEALS. REAL EASY.

WILBRAHAM  
2030 BOSTON ROAD 

Route 20 across from 
Home Depot & Big YFRESH, LOCAL, HEAT-AND-SERVE MEALS

TheLocalTableNTap.com
(413) 279-1198 • TheLocalTableNTap@gmail.com

 2039 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

Kitchen Hours:
SUN 9:00am - 9:00pm

Mon-WED 11:00am - 9:00pm
THURS-SAT 11:00am - 10:00pm

Bar Open LateFACEBOOK INSTAGRAM

MONDAY
Smash Burger Combo $15
with fries and select beers

THURSDAY
Prime Rib Night

served with potato, veg

TUESDAY
Steak Night $20

10 oz Sirloin, potato, veg

APPY HOUR
($10 App menu)

weekdays 2-5pm

WEDNESDAY
Pasta Night featuring ALL 
NEW Bread Bowl Pastas

SUNDAY 
Brunch 9am-Noon

Chicken & Waffles, Brisket Hash

NEW

Now Booking Fundraiser Nights and Holiday Parties
in our Semi-Private Function Room (fits 25-90 people)

to be changed.”
“We have worked with 

our regional energy manag-
er to bring in a company. I 
wasn’t able to be there, but 
they walked through with a 
lighting company with our 
facilities manager to look at 
the best options for the build-
ing, the rooms there. But, 
that could be depending on 
the cost of that. That doesn’t 
necessarily need to be some-
thing that’s done immediately 
as long as we have working 
lightbulbs,” Domina said. 

Painting classrooms and 
hallways are also on the list 
and a quote from Valley Com-
munications was received for 
the electronic door locks, 
with a statewide contract that 
will require a solicitation of 
three bids from vendors listed 
on the contract.

“I sent two other addi-
tional solicitations out today. 
That’s around $40,000,” Do-
mina said. “It would be eight 
doors. We would save costs 
if instead of doing doors in 
those two locations, if we 
were to do a wall or a tem-
porary wall, as it would obvi-
ously wouldn’t have to incur 
that cost of the doors or the 
electronic door locks there. 
We’re guessing it’s going to 
be probably around $15,000 

a door in terms of those four 
double-wide doors.”

Chair John Flynn asked 
where the main control would 
be for the doors.

“Right now, we have the 
camera stuff, the server is in 
the cloud,” Flynn said.

“That’s going to be cloud-
based,” Domina said. “Who-
ever has admin control can 
access it on-premises or 
off-premises. So, if there’s 
some change in the schedule 
with, let’s just say, commu-
nity group meets, decides not 
to use it, then someone can 
just go on it, lock the doors, 
which will be helpful.”

Another quote from Val-
ley Communications, he add-
ed, is for security cameras, 
which is also being worked 
on.

Domina then noted the 
town has a $90,000 earmark 
from the state budget “that’s 
currently on hold,” which was 
going to cover the cameras 
and electronic door locks.

“I checked in today. 
They’re expecting a decision 
in mid-October as to whether 
that money will be released,” 
Domina said.

On Flynn’s question on 
what would happen if the 
town went ahead with those 
items before the earmark was 
released, it was received in 
writing the state would cover 

it.
For IT upgrades, Domi-

na said those would start the 
next day with equipment al-
ready purchased last fiscal 
year. Internet, meanwhile, an 
installation request was sent 
in.

“Office cleanouts, office 
setup, those would be a little 
later on in the process, but 
most of the rooms are pret-
ty clean. Sink and cabinet 
removals, bulletin board re-
movals. We have a meeting 
tomorrow to talk about the 
wells that are there now in re-
lation to the septic system and 
what MassDEP would like to 
see based on the change of 
use of the building,” Domi-
na said. “But, we think we’ll 
be able to resolve that pretty 
easily.”

For signage, an exterior 
sign, Domina said, is needed 
and he’d like to do tempo-
rary interior signage followed 
by more permanent signage 
“once we’re more comfort-
able with the space and how 
it works .”

Fire extinguisher inspec-
tions are also still needed, 
along with dumpsters for 
trash and recycling.

“So, with all that said, my 
hope is that the move date 
would be mid-November,” 
Domina said.

UPDATE from page 4

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers

The Selectboard received updates on the new town hall during their Sept. 22 meeting. As 
readers recall, the new town hall will be at the former Thornton W. Burgess Middle School.

Organization gives 
members access to 
tracks across North 
America

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

PALMER – Since last 
December, a group repre-
senting various racetracks 
across North America has 
been working together to 
create an incredible opportu-
nity for their members.

The Member Track Net-
work is a not-for-profit or-
ganization that connects pri-
vate club racetracks through 
a standardized reciprocal 
member agreement, allow-
ing club members to expe-
rience close to a dozen dif-
ferent tracks in the U.S. and 
Canada. 

“So, our members can go 
to their track, and their mem-
bers can go to our track,” 
said Al Sandy, Club Director 
at Palmer Motorsports Park.

Sandy said Palmer Mo-
torsports Park was devel-
oped as a private club for 
members, and each year, 
members travel to Indianap-
olis, Indiana for a conference 
and tradeshow. Here, various 
track owners get together 
and network, as well as share 
ideas.

Sandy said every year he 
introduces himself and pro-
poses a reciprocal member 
agreement with the other 
track representatives. At last 
year’s conference, the owner 
of The Podium Club in Phoe-

nix, Arizona approached 
Sandy about forming a not-
for-profit network across the 
U.S. and Canada, 

“Being not for profit, at 
present, my members can 
go to nine different tracks 
across the county and Cana-
da and drive for free,” Sandy 
said. 

Sandy said the Member 
Track Network will help to 
bring tourism to the com-
munities surrounding Palm-
er Motorsports Park, and 
boost the local economy 
as network members will 
utilize restaurants, lodging 
and more while visiting the 
Whiskey Hill track.

“We’re going to be pull-
ing people in with this,” San-
dy said. 

Sandy is joined on the 
Member Track Network 
board by Jayson Citron of 
The Podium Club in Phoe-
nix, Arizona and Shawn 
Hayes of Atlanta Motor-
sports Park in Georgia. 

Currently, the Member 
Track Network includes ac-
cess to the following tracks: 
Palmer Motorsports Park 
in Palmer; Rocky Moun-
tain Motorsports in Alberta, 
Canada; NCM Motorsports 
Park in Bowling Green, Ken-
tucky; Motorsport Ranch in 
Cresson, Texas; MSR Hous-
ton in Texas; Lime Rock 
Drivers Club in Connecticut; 
Atlanta Motorsports Park in 
Georgia; The Podium Club 
in Phoenix, Arizona; the Au-
tobahn Country Club in Jo-
liet, Illinois; and Calabogie 
Motorsports Park in Ontario, 
Canada. 

For more information, 

visit www.membertracknet-
work.com. 

“It’s been a lot of fun, but 
it’s been a lot of work,” San-
dy said of the organization’s 
creation. “I feel satisfied 
that I helped to form some-
thing that I hope will stick 
around.”

About Palmer 
Motorsports Park

Palmer Motorsports Park 
has been rated “One of the 
top 10 road courses in North 
America” by Road & Track 
Magazine. Its unique set-
ting and challenging road 
course draws club members 
and visitors from New En-
gland and beyond for racing, 
research, recreational, and 
business-related activities.

Palmer Motorsports Park 
hosts a variety of events, 
including Porsche on the 
Mountain on Sunday, Oct. 
5 from 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Porsche on the Mountain 
features everything Porsche 
from show cars to track cars, 
to race cars and project cars. 
Show car entry is $35 (pre-
registration required) and 
$10 general admission. 

Proceeds from this event 
benefit Homes For Our 
Troops. For more informa-
tion and to register, visit 
www.porscheonthemoun-
tain.com. 

The annual Trunk or 
Treat Car Show to benefit 
food pantries in Palmer and 
Ware will be held on Sun-
day, Oct. 26 and the popu-
lar Mustangs on the Moun-
tain event is also set to take 
place in October to benefit 
the Central New England 
Equine Rescue. 

For more information 
about Palmer Motorsports 
Park, visit palmermsp.com 
or follow them on Facebook 
and Instagram.

PMP joined Member Track Network

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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FALL CLEARANCE

$5 off $50 purchase 

$20 off $100 purchase

MUMS & ASTERS 

Assorted Pumpkins  

Hay Bales/Corn StalksHours 
TH-SU 

9-5 pm 

cash only

Order 
Holiday 

Turkeys! 

413-426-6636

1102 Center Street 

Ludlow, Massachusetts

Landscapers Welcome 

Bulk Discounts Available

The 9th Annual Indian OrchardThe 9th Annual Indian Orchard

Friday, October 10 –
Sunday, October 12

12PM-7PM FOOD TRUCKS • VENDORS • MUSIC

Friday, October 10 
Community Wide Tag Sale (All Day)

Car Sound Show  • 6 PM
117 Main Street • MYRTLE STREET PARK

Hosted by The Indian Orchard Citizens Council
Food Trucks • Live Music • Beer • Vendors 
 Games • Crafts • DJ • Dancing • Raffles

Bring your lawn 
chairs & blankets!

Email: iocc.council@gmail.com 
or call 413.301-2533 for more information

• Sump Pumps
• Footing Drains
• Gravity Drains
• Landscape Drainage
• Crawlspaces • Bulkheads

FREE ESTIMATES 
HIC #216492

(413) 279-9133
drynestllc.com 

Basement Waterproofing

like the trolls or Beanie Ba-
bies of the past, kids line up 
to collect them. They are sold 
mainly at PopMart shops or 
online and start at about $30 
each.

The 10 young girls and 
one boy at the library all 
agreed that Labubus are cute, 
with their pastel colors and 
fang-toothed grins, but a little 
creepy. One child described 
them as monsters in bunny 
costumes.

The kids made a Hallow-
een Labubu, a rainbow La-
bubu, a Labubu dressed as a 
turtle and more.

As they colored and cut, 
they chatted about their 
schools, their teachers, their 
friends and trends.

Glow-in-the-dark Smiski 
figurines, made in Japan, are 
popular, the kids said, while 
mini resin animals the size 
of a grape were big in school 
a couple of years ago. Some 
kids enjoy hydro-dipping, a 
process of decorating an item 
by dunking it in water with 
special paint floating on top. 

Today’s most talked-about 
kids movie on Netflix is 
“KPop Demon Hunters.”

Children’s Librarian Jai-
me Hageman stays abreast of 
trends through list-serves and 
Facebook contact with fellow 

librarians across the country. 
“Librarians are great at 

sharing ideas,” Hageman said.
She was pleased with the 

turnout and thrilled to hear 
the buzz of conversation as 
the children worked on their 

Labubus. 
“Some of them came in 

knowing each other, but some 
didn’t,” Hageman said. “To-
day was a huge success.”

Registration opens on 
Monday, Oct. 13, for the li-

brary’s next early release day 
activity, Squishy Animal Bin-
go, on Monday, Nov. 3, at 1 
p.m. Sign up for it and other 

library activities online at 
wilbrahamlibrary.org or call 
596-6141.

LABUBU from page 1

Turley photos by Patricia Sullivan

Kids designed their own Labubus at the Wilbraham Public Library.

Color, cut, laminate and cut: Labubus in progress.

“It will be more succinct 
and I think help to present the 
need in a very clear way to the 
community,” Provost said. 

Vice Chair Sean Kennedy 
said he attended the first home 
game at the high school and 
sat with Principal Stephen 
Hale at the top of the bleach-
ers.

“Everything seemed fine 
and then in the second half, I 
actually stepped down, let the 
kids have fun just sitting with 
Nicholas—he’s in the band—
and one of the boards broke 
during the game,” Kennedy 
said. “So, hopefully it’s not a 
foreshadow of things to come, 
but we should really make 
sure we’re getting this on the 
front burner.”

When Boudreau asked if 
this presentation would also 
be shared at the upcoming 
multiboard meeting, Provost 
replied yes.

Lastly, Lisa Curtin, direc-
tor of Curriculum, Instruction 
and Professional Learning, 
shared the school district has 
received a FY26 Early Lit-
eracy Consortium Grant for 
$190,000 from DESE. 

“Hampden-Wilbraham is 
one of seven regional consor-
tia across the state to receive 
this funding. So, a little bit 
more information on why we 
received so much is we’ve 
been participating in the con-

sortium grants. We have a 
very large group of both high-
er ed and district partners. 
So, we’re able to get up into 
a higher tier for funding, so 
that’s exciting,” Curtin said. 
“Our consortium partners 
are Agawam Public Schools, 
Dudley Charlton Regional 
School District, Gateway Re-
gional School District, West 
Springfield Public Schools, 
American International Col-
lege, Springfield College, 
Western New England Uni-
versity and Worcester State 
University.”

Curtin said the grant will 
support “our ongoing efforts 
to strengthen early literacy 
education” along with fos-
tering “collaboration across 
districts and higher education 
institutions, helping to build 
a strong, interconnected net-
work that serves to improve 
outcomes for all students.”

“Through this grant, 
both Pre-K and K through 
12 educators and educator 
preparation faculty will have 
the opportunity to deepen 
their understanding of evi-
dence-based literacy practic-
es,” Curtin said. “They’ll be 
able to learn from one another 
and better prepare current and 
future educators to meet the 
literacy needs of all learners.”

Curtin added the grant 
funding will be used by con-
sortium districts “to provide 
targeted literacy tutoring for 
students.”

“So, Hampden-Wilbra-

ham will be offering the Boost 
Reading Club again this year 
as an opportunity for stu-
dents to access the adaptive 
learn literacy platform Boost 
that provides targeted litera-
cy learning to remediate and 
strengthen skills,” Curtin said. 
“We are very excited not only 
to expand opportunities for 
the targeted   literacy instruc-
tion, but also to strengthen 
our partnerships with higher 
education teacher preparation 
programs. Partnerships that 
support the development of a 
strong pipeline of well-pre-
pared, highly-qualified edu-
cators who are ready to make 
an immediate impact in the 
classroom. So, lots of work 
went into writing the grant 
and lots of good work to come 
from it.”

When Kennedy asked how 
the money was going to be 
spent, Curtin explained how 
it’s shared amomgst the con-
sortium.

“So, in the budget, we 
have some money budgeted 
for professional development, 
we have money budgeted for 
materials and the bulk of the 
money will be spent on tutor-
ing,” Curtin said. “So, each 
district provided us with a 
proposal of how they were 
going to provide the literacy 
tutoring and they were given 
a set of amount of money to 
do that, so they basically pro-
vide the tutoring and then we 
as the grant applicator, we are 
able to give them the money, 

they invoice us and we pay 
them,” Curtin said. “So, it’s 
not the whole 190 for us.”

Sherrill Caruana won-
dered about the schedule.

“Is it just a summer pro-
gram or is this going to be 
throughout the year, during 
the breaks?” Caruana said.

Curtin said last year, the 
grant was received late in the 
year, so the Boost Reading 
Club was applied in April, 
May and the beginning of 
June. 

“But this year, we have the 
funds now, so we are in the 
process of posting for people 
to actually do the tutoring and 
be the Boost Reading Club 
leaders,” Curtin said. “And 
the goal is to start the week 
of Oct. 20, so we’re hoping to 
have two rounds of approxi-
mately eight weeks. So, we’ll 
use our universal screening 
data to help us gather and in-
vite students that will be ap-
propriate for the Boost Club, 
work on it for eight weeks, 
then get some more middle-
of-the-year data and invite 
some more people.”

Tutoring sessions, she 
added, are about 45 minutes 
and will be offered twice a 
week for eight weeks. Also, 
they will be offered before 
school with no more than 10 
students per group. 

No transportation will be 
offered due to the new tiered 
system for the buses and stu-
dents can still have breakfast 
after tutoring. 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
from page 1

WILBRAHAM  -  Wil-
braham Friends of the Li-
brary (WFOL), a non-profit 
committed to raising funds 
for the Wilbraham Public 
Library, is holding a cloth-
ing and textile drive on Sat-
urday, Oct. 4 from 8:30 to 
11:30 a.m.

During back-to-school 
season, remember the 
WFOL as you sort through 
your kids closets and draw-
ers. And don’t stop there…
clean out that linen closet 
and the old dresser in the 
guest room. Bag up all the 
extra clothing and textiles 
that are just clogging up 
your home. Clothing, shoes, 
purses, sheets & blankets, 
curtains - give them a new 
lease on life!

Millions of pounds of 
clothing and household tex-
tiles used to end up in U.S. 
landfills each year. Current 
Massachusetts laws ban 
disposal of textiles, easing 
the burden on landfills but 
leaving some to wonder just 
what to do with it all. The 

WFOL Clothing & House-
hold Textile Drive gives 
you the opportunity to take 
responsible action through 
donations and upcycling.

The Friends will receive 
a per pound payment for 
these items which will go 
directly to the library for 
programs, museum passes, 
equipment, and other need-
ed items. The donated items 
will be given a second life 
with new owners - at an af-
fordable price - instead of 
adding to the already over-
whelming landfill situation.

Join us with your cloth-
ing drive donations on Oc-
tober 4, learn more about 
the Friends, and receive 
a coupon for a free book 
at our Annual Book Sale 
which is scheduled to take 
place in May 2026.

For more information 
on the Wilbraham Friends 
of the Library visit them 
on the web at http://wilbra-
hamlibrary.org/friends.asp, 
on Facebook or via email 
at wfol.info@gmail.com.

Wilbraham Friends of 
the Library Clothing and 
Household Textile Drive
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Letters to the editor should be 
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter writers to 
include his or her town of residence 
and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal 
attacks, defamation of character and 
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by 
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor, 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly correct 

factual errors that appear in this paper 
and can be substantiated. Corrections 
or clarifications will always appear on 
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail 
or mailed communication to the editor 
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 
is published every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc. One year out of town 
subscriptions are available at $45, out 
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission 
of news material, letters to the editor 
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Editorial 
Policy

VIEWPOINTS

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Wilbraham-Hampden 

Times welcomes readers to 
participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to 
the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent 
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed 
to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
krivers@turley.com. Please include 
a daytime telephone number for 
verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered 
for that Thursday’s newspaper. 
No attack letters will be printed. 
No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy 
will be printed. If the volume of 
letters received is larger than the 
space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, 
the newspaper reserves the right 
to print a representative sample. 
No endorsement letters will be 
printed in the last edition before the 
election. 

For more information, call the 
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election 

coverage, the newspaper plans to 
print stories about contested races 
for Congress, state Senate, state 
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well 
as a question-and-answer voters 
guide. In order to ensure fairness 
to all candidates, no political press 
releases will be printed, nor will 
reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to 
further publicize their candidacy, 
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid 
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden 
Times.

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters
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By Brandice J. O’Brien
Marketing and 

Communications Manager, 
Greater Springfield 

Habitat for Humanity

WEST SPRINGFIELD - 
Greater Springfield Habitat 
for Humanity (GSHFH) is 
poised to make even grand-
er strides in combating the 
affordable housing crisis in 
Hampden County. This past 
summer, the Board of Di-
rectors welcomed five new 
members to bring fresh per-
spectives and energy to its 
mission.

George Carter, Candice 
Somar, Bree D’Amours, 
Chris Schultz, and Nick Res-
tivo are the newest faces to 
the GSHFH team. Candice, 
George, and Nick are long-
time supporters. They have 
attended countless fundrais-
ing events. George and Nick 
have also volunteered on the 
build site, while Candice 
helped plan Fall Feastival and 
Building Dreams. Bree came 
to the home dedication on 
Dwight Street in Springfield 
this past June; and board Vice 
President Tiffany Tranghese 
recommended Chris.

“We all have different ex-
periences, come from differ-
ent upbringings, and have dif-
ferent professional skill sets 
that I believe can bring a dif-
ferent perspective to finding 
solutions and problem solv-

ing,” said George, a resident 
of Springfield, who works at 
Chicopee Electric Light as a 
systems administrator. 

George’s peers come from 
backgrounds in banking, fi-
nance, education, and hu-
man resources. While most 
are originally from Western 
Massachusetts, Candice im-
migrated to the United States 
from Guyana as a teenager. 
Chris moved to Westfield 
from Florida at 9 years old.

Despite their differences, 
their desire to propel Greater 
Springfield Habitat’s mission 
forward is steadfast.

“Housing is such a fun-
damental need and I’ve seen 
firsthand how GSHFH trans-
forms lives by providing sta-
bility and hope for families,” 
said Bree, who lives in West 
Springfield and serves as the 
director of Admissions and 
Communication at Pioneer 
Valley Montessori School in 
Springfield. “After attending a 
home blessing and witnessing 
the impact on a new home-
owner, I felt inspired to be a 
part of that change in a more 
active way.” Nick agreed.

“I want to give home-
buyers hope to obtain a de-
cent home and to improve 
our communities by building 
more affordable housing,” 
said Nick, a resident of En-
field, Connecticut, who works 
for HSA Bank as an employ-
ee benefits administrator, but 

has previous experience in the 
mortgage industry. “I know 
the importance of helping 
people find housing.”

Candice and Chris both 
volunteer for other organiza-
tions as well, but are commit-
ted to Habitat.

“When I changed careers, 
I found more time at home 
with my family and more free 
time. I wanted to find some-
thing to do with my free time 
that was both productive and 
meaningful,” said Chris, who 
lives in Easthampton and is 
a financial representative at 
Northwestern Mutual. He 
also coaches a varsity boys 
soccer team at a local high 
school. “I have always loved 
the work that Habitat has 
done for the community and 
was glad to find a spot here in 
Greater Springfield.” Candice 
agreed. 

“Joining the board of di-
rectors allows me the oppor-
tunity to learn more about the 
mission and the ways GSH-
FH can provide affordable 
housing for the community,” 
said Candice who is a bank-
er at Florence Bank and lives 
in Springfield. She volunteers 
with five other nonprofit orga-
nizations, including The Gray 
House, Junior Achievement, 
and Revitalize CDC.

To learn more about 
Greater Springfield Habitat 
and its mission, visit habi-
tatspringfield.org.

George Carter Candice Somar Bree D’Amours Chris Schultz Nick Restivo

Greater Springfield Habitat for Humanity 
welcomes five new board membersDear Rusty: 

I was referred to you to 
ask a question about So-
cial Security benefits. 

I receive about $1,700 
a month from Social Se-
curity while my husband 
receives only approxi-
mately $750 monthly. Is 
he entitled to file for half 
of my Social Security as 
a monthly benefit without 
touching my amount? 

Signed: Curious Wife 

Dear Curious Wife: 
For information, spou-

sal benefits are one of the 
most misunderstood ar-
eas of Social Security. A 
spouse does not always get 
half of their partner’s So-
cial Security benefit how 
much the spouse gets is 
determined by their age 
when the spouse benefit 
is claimed and it is always 
based upon both partner’s 
Full Retirement Age bene-
fit, regardless of when they 
actually claimed Social 
Security. 

The partner with the 
lower SS benefit can 
only get half of the oth-
er spouse’s FRA amount 
if that partner takes the 
spouse benefit at or after 
their personal SS FRA. 
And each spouse’s FRA 
may be different depend-
ing on the year they were 
born. FRA today is some-
where between age 66 and 
67, depending on the per-
son’s year of birth. 

Here are two basic 
rules for a lower earn-
ing marital partner to get 
spouse benefits: 

The lower earning 
spouse’s FRA entitle-
ment must be less than 
50% of the higher earning 
spouse’s FRA entitlement. 
FRA amounts are used, 
even if SS benefits were 
claimed earlier than or lat-
er than, full retirement age, 
and FRA amounts are fre-
quently different than the 
monthly amounts actually 
being received.  

If one spouse’s FRA 
amount is less than 50% 
of the other spouse’s FRA 
amount, the difference be-
tween those two amounts 
can be added to the lower 
earning spouse’s SS retire-
ment amount, to become 
their spousal benefit. That 
may, or may not, equal 
half of the higher earning 
spouse’s FRA amount. 

So, if you claimed your 
Social Security exactly at 
your own full retirement 
age and your husband also 
claimed his Social Se-
curity exactly at his own 
full retirement age, then 
based on the numbers you 
provided your husband 
is likely entitled to about 
$850 per month, instead of 
his current $750. And that 
would not affect your own 
SS benefit in any way. 

Your FRA entitlement 
would need to be more 
than twice your husband’s 
FRA entitlement for him 
to receive a spousal boost 
from you. But if either of 
you claimed Social Secu-
rity before (or after) your 
respective full retirement 
ages, your husband would 
not get 50% of your ben-
efit. 

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other 
governmental entity. This 
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and 
does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Se-
curity advisor for AMAC. 

Should my spouse be 
getting half of my Social 
Security amount? 

Hasn’t the first week of 
autumn been beautiful weath-
er-wise? Warm and sunny 
days will have us completely 
spoiled!  

Summer annuals 
continue to bloom even 
as we harvest our pump-
kins and corn stalks. 
But alas, while we are 
enjoying, we must si-
multaneously prepare 
for what inevitably will 
come.  

My big task for to-
day was deconstructing 
a combination planter so that 
I could (hopefully) overwin-
ter the summer plants indoors. 
These included a Hypoestes 
(Polka dot plant), two Fuch-
sias, and an Ivy Geranium.  

Over the years I’ve had 
good luck overwintering reg-
ular geraniums, Gerber dai-
sies and fuchsias, but I have 
never tried ivy geraniums or 
the finicky polka dot plant. 
According to my research, 
ivy geraniums are handled in 
a similar manner as regular or 
zonal geraniums.  

I typically overwinter 
them as a houseplant, in a 
bright sunny window. Some-

times they delight me with 
flowers through Christmas!  

When I was trying to sep-
arate the plants from my big 

planter, though, the amount 
of roots I was able to get from 
the ivy geranium was honest-
ly pathetic. The plant looked 
big enough on top to fit in a 
ten inch pot, but the root ball, 
maybe enough roots to fit in a 
four inch pot.  

What am I to do? First 
thing would be to prune the 
top growth. So few roots 
would have a difficult time 
supporting all of that foliage. 
I will take off one third to one 
half of the top growth.  And 
from this foliage, I will take 
some cuttings.  

Regardless of my predica-
ment, cuttings are a good op-

tion if you are short on space 
in front of sunny windows – 
you can root them in a three 
or four inch pot placed in 

indirect light until 
they begin to grow! 

You can also 
store geranium 
stock plant out of 
your living space. 
Here is how: Cut 
the plants back to 
a couple of inches 
above the crown 
and set them in the 
cellar, unheated 

rooms, enclosed porches or 
other spaces that don’t freeze 
and aren’t too damp. Check 
them every few weeks and 
water sparingly if necessary, 
never letting the soil dry out 
completely.  

When spring comes, 
gradually begin to introduce 
sunlight and the plant will 
commence growth. Once the 
threat of frost has passed the 
plants can go outside for the 
summer months. If last year’s 
potting soil is “exhausted” of 
nutrients, carefully repot the 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Live in the moment but plan for winter!!

Please see GARDEN, 
page 10

People often ask me 
what a patient advo-
cate does. Truly, when 

my phone rings I never 
know what the day might 
bring. But if I have done my 
job, by the time my head 
hits the pillow, I will have 
made someone’s life better 
or their hospital stay safer.

Let me walk you through 
a day in the life of a patient 
advocate.

 
Morning

  I receive a call from a 
senior health-care industry 
professional with a referral 
for a man who is struggling 
to care for his wife, who has 
Alzheimer’s. Dementia is 
hard not only on the person 
who has it, but on their loved 
ones who are determined to 
care for them. It can be a 
lonely existence.

This man needs support 
because he wants to keep his 

wife safe at 
home, mean-
ing he will 
need to find 
24-hour care. 
In addition, 
he is suffering 
from caregiv-
er stress and 
has health 
c h a l l e n g e s 
of his own. 
It seems also 

that a new neurologist is 
needed to get a fresh set of 
eyes and a new evaluation of 
his wife’s condition.

One of our nurses will 
follow up with this couple 
after I share their story and 
initial priorities of care.

Then, a community 
member calls regarding an 
elderly neighbor who has 
been in the hospital for sev-
eral weeks and is having 
complications that come 
with prolonged hospitaliza-
tion. People who are hos-
pitalized for days or weeks 
at a time may suffer sleep 
deprivation and disorienta-
tion, which can complicate 
their recovery.

The neighbor is con-
cerned that the man is not 
receiving the care he should, 

A day in the life: 
Never a dull moment

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

Please see ADVOCATE, 
page 8
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Readers are encouraged to send in 
medium to high resolution photos 

for this page by e-mail to 
krivers@turley.com or

mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Heidi Pafumi
Realtor®

(413)
687-4339

Heidip413@gmail.com

Licensed MA & CT

136 Dwight Road
Longmeadow, MA

Fall In Love With Fall In Love With 
Your New Home!Your New Home!

On Sept. 14, The Theatre Guild of Hamp-
den celebrated 20 years with an anniver-
sary gala event at the Country Club of 

Wilbraham. 
The event included remarks from Director 

Mark Giza, music by Kyle Langlois, raffles, 
surprise performances from local theater ac-
tors, including Ally Reardon and Anna Giza, 
tributes to late performers Tracey Hebert and 
Beau Reardon and so much more. 

The Theatre Guild of Hampden will next be 
gearing up for their fall production of “Lost in 
Yonkers” which runs Nov. 7, 8, 9, 14, 15 and 
16 at the former Thornton W. Burgess Middle 
School. Tickets are available now. 

Submitted photos Lynn Langlois

Theatre Guild of Hampden 
Celebrates 20 Years! Send us in

your 
announcements!

Happy Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run 

here free of charge, please keep it 

to less than 50 words.

Please send to krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAMWILBRAHAM
HAMPDENHAMPDEN COMMUNITY

BULLETIN BOARD
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It’s Our Anniversary!
Celebrating 60 Years of Success, 

One Client At A Time!

• Located in Post Office Park,  
Wilbraham

• Helping clients live their  
best financial life since 1965

• Accomplished, Friendly  
and Professional

• Contact us for a
 no-fee consultation

at

Securities offered through LPL Financial.  Member FINRA/SIPC.  Advisory services offered through
Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

85 Post Office Park • Suite 8524
Wilbraham, MA  01095

Phone 413-596-6992
trombleyassociates.com

Mike Trombley, Financial Advisor, Former MLB Player; 
Barbara Trombley, CPA, Financial Advisor

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Public AuctioN
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16TH at 11:00 A.M.

OWNER’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE

• WILBRAHAM, MASSACHUSETTS •

2110-2124 Boston Road a/k/a Lot #350
WILBRAHAM, MASSACHUSETTS

To Be Sold On The Premises

• LOCATION • LOCATION • LOCATION •
★ TOWN APPROVED 7 UNIT ★  

PROPOSED COMMERCIAL BOUTIQUE PLAZA
• 1½ STORY COMMERCIAL BUILDING •

• 2 STORY COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL BUILDING •
“CLOSE PROXIMITY TO NEW SPRINGFIELD CROSSING”

Sale Per Order of Owner
Terms Of Sale:

$25,000.00 Initial Deposit Required at Time of Auction in Cash, Bank or Certified Funds.
Deposit to be increased to 10% of Purchase Price within 5 Business Days.

7% Buyer’s Premium Applies.
Other Terms To Be Announced At Time Of Sale..

2110 Boston Road: 1½ Story Commercial Building 
±1,229 S/F of Living Area • Vinyl Siding • Gas Heat
2118 Boston Road: 2 Story Residential Building • ±1,116 S/F of Area •

PROPOSED PLAZA DESCRIPTION

• Single Story 7 Unit Proposed Boutique Plaza • ±1¼ Acres of Land •
• Each Unit (±1,200 S/F) • Paved Parking for ±40 Vehicles •
• ±250 Ft. Frontage on Boston Road • Loading Area • ADA Compliant •
• Zoned: GB (General Business) • Parcel ID: WILB-001150-000076-0003536 •

ESTATE LIQUIDATION 
We clean, organize and sell 

the contents of any home large or small. 

FREE EVALUATION
Dianna Pepper 
413-221-0299
diannajp64@gmail.com

Dianna’s Estate Sales

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

PART TIME SNOWPLOW 
DRIVERS NEEDED

Part time snowplow drivers are needed 
for the Town of New Braintree for the 

2025-2026 season. Positions available 
for both CDL and non-CDL License.

If you are interested, please contact 
Highway Superintendent 

Richard Ayer at (508) 867-2451 or 
email hwysecretary@newbraintree.org.

HAMPDEN - “Fall Into 
Art” is the title of the upcom-
ing art show by the Scantic 
River Artisans (SRA). 

This is a special show to 
benefit the Scantic River Ar-
tisans Scholarship Fund and 
Programming. It will be held 
in the Community Room of 
the Hampden Senior Center 
on Oct. 11 and 12. Hours on 
Saturday are 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and on Sunday from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. There will be 
a reception with music and 
refreshments from Noon 
to 2 p.m. on Sunday, with 
awards presented at 2 p.m. 
The Senior Center is located 
at 104 Allen Street.

Scantic River Artisans 
have held numerous shows 
in the area presenting a di-
verse range of artistic me-
diums. The October show 
will include Oil, Watercolor, 
Acrylic, Pastel, Mixed Me-
dia, Photography, and other 
unique works including Pot-
tery, Jewelry and Sculpture 
to name a few. Something 
for everyone to appreciate. 
All works are original and 
will be available for pur-
chase.

This special show in-
cludes “Reflective Musings” 
- A Community Art Proj-
ect, this program is funded 
in part by a grant from the 
Hampden Cultural Coun-
cil, a local agency which is 
supported by Mass Cultur-
al Council, a state agency. 
Works are being donated not 
only by the artists, but also 
by anyone in the community 
who wishes to participate, 
including many from stu-
dents at Minnechaug Re-
gional High School. Each 
piece of art is a reflection of 
the artist’s thoughts, memo-
ries and emotions. They will 
be presented on a 5” by 7” 
by 1 ½” deep canvas and be 
done as a painting, collage, 

drawing, photo or some-
thing else. All works are on 
sale for $20, with the mon-
ey going to the Scholarship 
Fund and Programming. 

This Scholarship Fund 
was started by SRA three 
years ago. Awards are giv-
en annually through the 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School Art Teacher who 
determines the recipients. 
Awards have ranged from 
$300 to $500.  

One SRA artist with 
paintings in the show, is 
Sue Bluestein, a resident of 
Hampden since 2022. Like 
many people, she had a box 
of crayons when she was a 
kid. “Crayoning made me 
happy”, she says. She did 
some doodling and sketch-
ing from then on, but noth-
ing serious until she retired 
from the corporate world of 
Accounting about five years 
ago. Pastels quickly became 
her passion. She says, “I 
love the immediacy of this 
medium, the expressiveness 
from the pure color in the 
pastel pigments.” Most of 
her work is based on photo-
graphs she takes. If you visit 
the show you may have an 
opportunity to talk with her 
and view her work.

Scantic River Artisans 
mission is to connect the 
community through diverse, 
dynamic, and creative expe-
riences. SRA is dedicated 
to providing opportunities 
for local artists of all ages 
and skill levels to explore, 
develop, and market their 
creations. The group has 
over 65 members from 
Wilbraham, Hampden and 
surrounding towns. If you 
are interested in becom-
ing a member or have any 
questions visit https://www.
scanticriverartisans.com/. 
Or talk to a member at the 
show.

Upcoming Art Show at 
Hampden Senior Center

WILBRAHAM – The 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School Class of 2005 20 
Year Reunion will take 
place on Saturday, Oct. 18 
in Ludlow, MA at 6 p.m.

For details and to pur-
chase tickets ($30): https://
20yearslatermrhsclassof05.
rsvpify.com/
mrhs2005reunion@gmail.
com. 

MONSON - Dan Mori-
arty, Monson Savings Bank 
President and CEO, and 
Hampden Branch Manag-
er, Retail & Security Officer 
and Friends of Hampden Se-
nior Citizens Board Member 
Adriano dos Santos recently 
presented a $3,000 donation 
to Ted Zebert, Treasurer of 
Friends of Hampden Senior 
Citizens, and Claudia Kapi-
nos, President of Friends of 
Hampden Senior Citizens, 
on behalf of Monson Savings 
Bank.

Friends of Hampden Se-
nior Citizens earned this do-
nation from the local bank 
after placing in the top ten 
for the Monson Savings Bank 
2025 Community Giving Ini-
tiative. Community members 
voted for their favorite chari-
table organizations and chose 
Friends of Hampden Senior 
Citizens to be a recipient of a 
donation in 2025. 

“We are incredibly thank-
ful to Monson Savings Bank 
for their generous contri-
bution,” said Ted Zebert, 
Friends of Hampden Senior 
Citizens Treasurer. “We also 
deeply appreciate the com-

munity members who voted 
for us to receive this support.”

The mission of Friends 
of Hampden Senior Citizens, 
Inc., a non-profit organiza-
tion with IRS 501c3 desig-
nation, is to promote, support 
and encourage the use of the 
Hampden Senior Center and 
its programs.

“Friends of Hampden Se-
nior Citizens use donations 
to enhance our town’s Senior 
Center without impacting 
the town’s tax base,” said 
Claudia Kapinos, Friends of 
Hampden Senior Citizens 
President. “We invite all se-
niors to enjoy the programs, 
events, and services offered, 

and we welcome everyone 
to support the Senior Center, 
whether through donations or 
volunteering. There are many 
opportunities throughout the 
year, and our Senior Center 
staff coordinate all volunteer 
efforts.”

Dan Moriarty, Monson 
Savings Bank President and 
CEO, emphasized the impor-
tance of the work that Friends 
of Hampden Senior Citizens 
does for the local area. 

“Monson Savings Bank is 
proud to support the Friends 
of Hampden Seniors,” said 
Moriarty. “They do amazing 
work helping local seniors 
stay active, connected, and 
cared for. The money they 
raise goes straight into pro-
grams and services that really 
make a difference. We’re hap-
py to be part of that effort and 
to give back to a group that 
gives so much to our commu-
nity.”

Learn more about the 
Monson Savings Bank annual 
Community Giving Initiative: 
https://www.monsonsavings.
bank/connect/our-communi-
ty/community-giving-initia-
tive.html

but I explain that we cannot 
legally help unless we are 
formally retained and have 
the individual’s or family’s 
permission to act as their rep-
resentative.

In addition, the man has 
a wife at home with demen-
tia and no family around to 
help out. We plan to have a 
call this afternoon to discuss 
having one of our nurse ad-
vocates going to assess the 
patient’s situation and make 
sure his wife is well cared for 
in his absence.

 
 Afternoon

I prepare for a panel dis-
cussion presented by the Na-
tional Association of Health-
care Advocacy Consultants.

Two sisters contact me 
about their father, who is 
experiencing complications 
following what was supposed 
to be a straightforward surgi-

cal procedure. When they tell 
me his    story, I realize that 
the proper standard of care is 
not being met. Because of the 
trauma he is experiencing, the 
patient is also displaying dis-
turbing psychological symp-
toms for which he is being 
(unnecessarily as it turns out) 
medicated.

The sisters tell me that 
they have tried to speak to the 
medical staff but don’t feel 
they are being heard. Mean-
while, they are terrified of 
losing their dad.

Patient advocates are 
often able to dial back the 
drama and get the situation 
sorted because we understand 
patient rights as well as the 
hospital’s perspective and 
can try to work out a win-win 
for all concerned.  I schedule 
a visit to the hospital. Later, 
if this family receives a bill 
from the hospital, I will work 
to make sure they don’t pay 
a penny.

 Evening
I get a call from a former 

client whose sister had a mas-
sive stroke four years ago, 
and now the insurance com-
pany is saying she no longer 
qualifies for placement in a 
skilled nursing facility. There 
has been fragmented com-
munication among the phy-
sicians, therapists and family.

The family wants me to 
appeal the insurance compa-
ny’s decision and gather doc-
umentation that will allow 
the sister to be approved for 
further long-term care, ther-
apy and high-tech care for 
her needs. While waiting for 
documents, I speak with the 
woman’s daughter to formu-
late a plan.

Finally, I update presen-
tations for our Nurse Advo-
cate Entrepreneur training 
program and speak with two 
nurses who are eager to sign 
up and start their own advo-
cacy businesses. From their 

hospital experiences, they 
can see that families need a 
great deal of help these days 
navigating the health-care 
landscape.

My days aren’t always 
this busy, but every day re-
minds me of the significant 
impact I can have on some-
one’s life, health and well-be-
ing. It’s worth it, to be sure.

 
Teri (Dreher) Fryken-

berg, a registered nurse and 
board-certified patient advo-
cate, is the founder of North-
shore Patient Advocates LLC 
(NShore).  She is also founder 
and CEO of Nurse Advocate 
Entrepreneur, which trains 
medical professionals to be-
come successful private pa-
tient advocates.  Teri offers 
a free phone consultation to 
newspaper readers as well as 
to nurses interested in becom-
ing advocates.   Reach her 
at  Teri@NurseAdvocateEn-
trepreneur.com.

Dan Moriarty, Monson Savings Bank President and CEO (right), 
and Hampden Branch Manager, Retail & Security Officer and 
Friends of Hampden Senior Citizens Board Member Adriano 
dos Santos (left) presented a $3,000 donation to Ted Zebert, 
Treasurer of Friends of Hampden Senior Citizens, and Claudia 
Kapinos, President of Friends of Hampden Senior Citizens.

Monson Savings Bank donates $3,000 to 
Friends of Hampden Senior Citizens

ADVOCATE from page 6

MRHS Class of 2005 
20 Year Reunion



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESOctober 2, 2025 Page 9

lb
$298

$198
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS .................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
10/2/25-10/8/2510/2/25-10/8/25

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN THIGHS TRAY PAK ..............

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN GORTON’S

CRUNCHY BREADED 
FISH PORTIONS 50 OZ BAG ................

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN SARA LEE

COOKIES & CREME 
WHIPPED CHEESECAKE 24 OZ ....

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$999
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN WINGS TRAY PAK................

$159USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN TRAY PAK ...

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$499

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$188
lb

lb

$599USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
MONTEREY JACK CHEESE 

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$499

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS 
PORK BUTT STRIPS ...........

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CUT FREE ..............

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS 
KOREN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS ..................
USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS 
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS ....................... lb

lb
$335

$299

lb88¢

$129

lb

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAK

BEEF
TENDERLOIN

$649
lb

lb

$1199
lb

CUT 
FREE

FROZEN CHICKEN SALE

• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957

Now Accepting New Patients
WHY WHY 
GO TO GO TO 
URGENT URGENT 
CARE?CARE?
Don’t Forget To 
Get Your Flu Shot 
This Fall!

2207 Boston Road, Wilbraham  • 35 Turkey Hill Road, Suite 205, Belchertown
(413) 599-1201 • Fax: (413) 596-2940 • www.pamcares.com

2 Convenient 
Locations! Most Insurances Accepted

Gary Nielan, M.D.
Kimberly Joyal Martins, M.D.
Amy Kasper, M.D.
Kimberly Dewey, M.D.
Priya Malik, M.D.
Thirza Lareau, M.D.
Melissa Maciborski, M.D.

Julia Komatsu, M.D.
Shatabdi Pinky, M.D.
Solmaz Masoudi, P.A.
Rachel McKenna, N.P.
Nicole Santos, LMHC
Rachel Kluk, LMHC

“I definitely see the point,” 
Vanderleeden said.

“And then the meat of the 
town meeting wouldn’t be un-
til 7 because the 6:30 to 7 p.m. 
check-in, we’re going to start, 
couple of announcements, 
let’s do the consent agenda,” 
Flynn said. “And then peo-
ple would be for 7 for, say, 
the hefty articles, rather than 
that might be 7:30, quarter of 
8 p.m. in a normal meeting. 
And they came for a specific 
thing because of a school arti-
cle and now they’re there for 
7 when it really counts.”

It was then unanimous-
ly decided to put this on the 
warrant and see where the 
discussion led. 

Flynn also addressed elec-
tronic voting after a resident 
asked him about it recently. 

“I don’t think that’s been 
a focus at this point,” Flynn 
said.

Other Warrant Articles
As for the other warrant 

articles, they include $7,500 
for the senior center to cover 
the loss of a federal grant, ad-
ditional funding for the facil-
ities manager and additional 
funds for employee benefits.

“I mentioned this to Dick 
that since we had an unex-
pected retirement, I thought 
benefits would be short. We 
do have a couple of employee 
changes, but Dick does think 
there’s enough latitude in the 
budget to cover the employee 
part of it. So, this really rep-
resents the payout we had to 
do, which wasn’t budgeted 
because we weren’t aware 
of an upcoming retirement,” 
Flynn said.

Installing new HVAC 
units is also on the list for the 
new town hall—the former 
TWB—which Town Admin-
istrator Brian Domina said 
the company would not do 
“for less than $100,000,” and 
for the senior center in the 
rooftop area, with Flynn say-
ing $250,000 would be the 
ballpark amount here. 

For the transfer station re-
quest, this would be $12,500.

“So, it’s $10,000 for elec-
trical and $2,500 for the sig-
nage,” Domina said. 

Also on the list were a 
police cruiser request and 
the Highway Department re-
questing a new loader—with 
Advisory Committee Mem-

ber John Matthews explain-
ing what the loader request 
would entail.

“Thought process was 
that it was going to be a lit-
tle smaller than what we have 
now. We have an L70 now 
and he wants to go down to an 
L50 Volvo,” Matthews said. 
“Again, he’s thinking of trad-
ing the John Deere because 
there is some value to it.”

Meanwhile, a request 
from the Parks & Rec Depart-
ment was for a pickup truck 
for $20,000. 

Also, the Cemetery Com-
mission with a request for the 
construction of a cul-de-sac 
in the Old Hampden Ceme-
tery, creating a new section 
turnaround.

“The only question I had 
was—and Doug was going to 
look into it—any restriction 
on CPA funds for construc-
tion as opposed to histori-
cal resources? We had been 
asked for money before for 
restoration of gravestones, for 
the restoration of the statue 
across the street, but in actu-
al construction because there 
have been limitations on the 
recreation part as well,” Fly-
nn said. “That’s what he was 
going to check with the state 
and make sure that was all 
for.”

Domina shared Parks & 
Rec Director Dan Blanchard 
also reached out to him re-
cently about a Land Conser-
vation Assistance Grant up to 
$25,000.

“We’re exploring that 
right now, so it might not re-
quire CPA funds,” Domina 
said.

Other warrant articles 
were adopting a local lodging 
excise tax and the standard fi-
nancial transfers.

As the conversation con-
cluded, Davenport asked if 
$10,000 left over after cov-
ering the Hampden County 
Regional Retirement System 
item could be transferred to 
the senior center to cover a 
shortfall in their budget. 

“And likewise, I guess on 
the senior center thing, could 
you repurpose the portion of 
that $140,000 towards the 
$250,000 and then come back 
later on when they’re ready 
to do the roof?” Davenport 
said. “We’re talking almost 
$750,000 here at the Spe-
cial Town Meeting. I’m just 
thinking of a way to (con-
solidate). So, if you’re not 

going to do the roof now, but 
the HVAC—the important 
thing—could you transfer, I 
don’t know, the bathrooms 
are like $40,000 or $50,000. 
So, could you transfer that 
$90,000 to this?”

Domina said, “You can 
repurpose the funds from the 
previous article for different 
purposes,” and Flynn added 
how a motion would need to 
be made to change the prior 
article.

This led to putting place-
holders to repurpose the se-
nior center roof amount and 
change a transfer from one 
appropriated line to another.

The STM warrant was 
then officially closed, with 
lingering questions to be 
looked into.

STM from page 1

guessing the Disney Songs 
and enjoying the morning re-
ally felt like the program was 
a resounding success,” Berez-
in said.

Berezin added the event 
provided a variety of songs 
for all to enjoy, noting how 
the adults were also engaging 
with the music throughout the 
event. 

Also, the children getting 
into the dance party spirit in 
fun outfits. 

“I enjoyed checking in 
with the families as they ar-
rived, and seeing the chil-
dren in their dancing clothes, 
shiny, twirly, and, of course, 
light-up sneakers. While the 
disco ball spun, the chil-
dren danced to tunes such as 
“Baby Shark”, “Shake Your 
Sillies Out”, “Can’t Stop 
That Feeling” performed 
by the Trolls, and “Happy” 
performed by the Minions 
and ending with the classic 
dance song,   “Cotton Eyed 
Joe,” Berezin said. “Many 
pop dance tunes, however, 
presented for children in a 
fun and age-appropriate man-
ner.  As a break from dancing 
and to let the children have 
some “downtime” the par-
ticipants played the Disney 
Songs Guessing Game.   A 
few seconds of a Disney 
movie song was played and 
the participants had to guess 
what Disney movie the song 
was from. I think that the 
adults had as much fun with 
this as the children did.”

The biggest thing for 
Berezin, she emphasized, is 
how these events bring not 
just community together, but 
the families—and genera-
tions—as well.

“It was wonderful to 
watch the care-providers, 
whether it was parents, 
grandparents, aunts, uncles, 

etc, dance themselves, and 
encourage their little ones.  I 
felt as though the whole 
room was lit up with dance 
and movement excitement,” 
Berezin said.

Berezin encouraged fam-
ilies to stop by any time for 
future events, sharing what 

the children’s department has 
coming up heading into the 
fall.

“I was really pleased with 
the turnout and how the event 
went, and I appreciated all the 
families who came to partic-
ipate,” Berezin said. “If you 
weren’t able to make it to this 

event, the Wilbraham Pub-
lic Library has some really 
fun and exciting family and 
children’s events upcoming, 
including a Family Marsh-
mallow and Toothpick Tow-
er Challenge on Saturday, 
Oct. 18 (with registration 
required), and a wonderful 
“Jack-O-Lantern Story Walk” 
event on Wednesday, Oct. 
29.  Please visit www.wilbra-
hamlibrary.org to view details 
for these and many exciting 
upcoming family and chil-
dren’s programs and events.”

DANCE from page 1

Families get ready to party 
down at the Wilbraham Public 
Library.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

A family claps along to the music.

Lisa Berezin, assistance children’s librarian at the Wilbraham 
Public Library, preps attendees for the next Disney song to 
guess.

A mother and son duo 
take a selfie at the 
photo booth.
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2341 Boston Rd., (Rt. 20), Wilbraham, MA

413.279.2020
route20barandgrille.com

SERVING: TUES. & WED. 4-9PM • THURS. 11:30AM-9PM
FRI. & SAT. 11:30AM-9:30PM • SUN. 10:30AM-8PM

WITH EXTENDED BAR HOURS EVERY NIGHT
RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED FOR PARTIES OF 6 OR MORE

$18 PRIME RIB 
NIGHT EVERY TUESDAY
Dine In Only • While Supplies Last

Serving: Thurs. - Sat. 11:30
and Sun. 10:30

LUNCH

Bar & Grille
EST. 2016

$20 STEAK N’ BREW
EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT!

LIVE MUSIC!
EVERY THURSDAY 

5:30-7:30
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

6:30-9:30

SUNDAY BRUNCH
Sundays 10:30-2:30
(Plus Our Regular Menu Until 8pm)
Featuring Our Build Your Own 
Bloody Mary & Mimosa Bar!

ENJOY FALL DINING 
ON OUR DECK!

HAPPY HOUR
THURSDAYS 4-7:30PM!
Specially Priced Apps & Live Music

NEW FALL COCKTAILS & MARTINIS

1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA
413-566-8324

www.lacucinahampden.com
Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm & Sun. 11:30am-9pm 

LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS
BAR OPEN LATE!

di Hampden House

Book Your Holiday Functions With Us Now!
Holiday Parties, Showers, Christenings, 

Rehearsal Dinners, Weddings, etc.
OUR MULTIPLE ROOMS CAN 

ACCOMMODATE UP TO 100 PEOPLE.
For More Information 

Contact Lori Atkinson at 413-566-8324 
or by email at lacucinagreenhouse@gmail.com

ENJOY PATIO 
DINING BEFORE 

THE SEASON ENDS
Weather Permitting

See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu

LIVE
MUSIC!
Every Friday 
& Saturday!

LET’S GO OUT!LET’S GO OUT!
Your Local Favorite Restaurants

9 Allen St., • Hampden Mini Mall • Hampden, MA (413) 566-8015
                                  | www.giospizzeria.comOpen Wed.-Sun.

Closed Mon. & Tues.

Call Today! 413-566-8015
GIO’S LOUNGE

Beer - Wine - Spirits - CocktailsP
IZ

Z
A

 ,
 P

A S T A  &   C O

C
K

T
A

IL
S

EST. 2011

PIZZERIA & LOUNGE Extended Hours for Lounge
Keno & Lottery Available

FULL DINING
EXPERIENCE!

Dinners, Appetizers 
And A Full Bar 

• GOURMET PIZZAS • WINGS • PASTA 
• GIANT CALZONES • DINNERS • CALAMARI

• GRINDERS & WRAPS • SEAFOOD • CLAM STRIPS

SCHOOL, SPORTS, WORK: 
BACK TO BUSY SCHEDULES! 

Let Gio’s Cook - Dine In or Take Out!

Advertise Your Pub or Restaurant 
in Your Local Community Newspapers 

On The “Let’s Go Out” Page. 
Email Jocelyn at jwalker@turley.com for Details.

plant into new soil.  
Prune away any weak 

branches and give it some 
liquid fertilizer. For this situa-
tion, storage temperatures can 
go as low as 45 to 50 degrees.

My fuchsia extraction 
went much better than the ge-
ranium one did. I have equal 
roots to foliage and flowers. I 
am going to try and overwin-
ter this plant in a northeast 
window, knowing that fuch-
sias don’t like bright sun.  

The last time I overwin-
tered one of these I got the 
plant to live into the late win-
ter, long enough to take a cut-
ting. The offspring thrived! 
The mother plant looked 
pretty woody, but apparent-
ly, if I had waited a little bit 

longer and gave it a light fer-
tilization, new supple growth 
would have ensued.  

Live and learn.  
Aside from a part sunny 

window, fuchsias can also be 
overwintered out of the main 
living space, following my 
recommendations above.

The polka dot plant is an-
other story all together. The 
roots were massive and the top 
growth the same. Although 
the plant looked diminutive at 
purchase, there was no saying 
that now. It became the “hog” 
of the pot.  

I pruned both the roots 
and the top growth, cutting 
it back to healthy growth just 
a four inches tall, settling on 
an eight inch pot for the three 
original cuttings that made 

up the one plant. I don’t have 
high hopes for overwintering, 
because, I guess, this plant 
has always been a finicky one 
as a seedling in the green-
house.  

It looks dry so you water 
it, only to find out it has root 
rot and now you’ve killed it. 

My research indicates that 
overwintering temperatures 
should be warmer than what 
you would use for geraniums 
or fuchsias. We are talking 65 
to 75 degrees. Another point 
of interest is that the plant 
likes humidity.  

Putting the pot in a tray of 
wet gravel will provide some 
humidity to the immediate 
area and may help, especial-
ly since winter air tends to be 
dry. Indirect light is best for 

these plants as well.  Let’s 
keep our fingers crossed!

Be adventurous, by trying 
to  overwinter some annuals. 
You just may make it a little 
easier on your wallet come 
spring, especially if your fa-
vorites are growing strong 
right in your own house!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
ject line.  

GARDEN from page 6

WILBRAHAM - The 
Wilbraham Welcome Proj-
ect presents the first-ever 
Java Jaunt, a two-week cof-
fee passport event celebrat-
ing local coffee shops. 

Participants collect 
stamps with each coffee pur-
chase and submit completed 
passports for a chance to 
win gift cards. The event 
runs from Sept. 25 through 
Oct. 9.

Free passports are avail-
able to pick up at any of the 
participating coffee shops 
including Pan’e Dolcet-
ti (Wilbraham), Common 
Grounds (Wilbraham), 
Rice’s Fruit Farm (Wilbra-

ham), The Sugar Chalet 
(Wilbraham), The Better 
Bean (Monson), and Lud-
low Coffee Co (Ludlow). 
Passports are also available 
at Fern Valley Market (Wil-
braham). 

For more information, 
check out The Wilbraham 
Welcome Project on social 
media or email Wilbraham-
welcomeproject@gmail.
com.

Java Jaunt going on now
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WILBRAHAM – It’s been 
a tough start to the season for 
Minnechaug field hockey. 
The Falcons suffered a pair 
of defeats last week, falling 
to East Longmeadow 2-0 and 

Andover 3-0. Minnechaug is 
now 0-8-1 on the season and 
seeks their first win on Oct. 2 
against Greenfield at home at 
6:30 p.m.

Chaug field hockey falls to E. Longmeadow

Gabriella Eggsware sends a free hit away.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Natalie Duff is closely pursued.

Reese Magee follows through on a pass.

Peyton Lee attempts to stop the ball.Nolah McConnell winds up to send a hit up the field.Giselle Harris gets low and takes the 18-yard hit.

Goalie 
Gianna 

Nowicki 
makes a 

save.

Falcons notch third 
straight sweep

Falcons 
golf now 
a perfect 
12-0

WILBRAHAM – Last 
Friday afternoon at their 
home course, Wilbraham 
defeated Agawam 146-173 
and are now a perfect 12-0 
on the regular season.

Minnechaug also de-
feated Pope Francis and 
Tantasqua during the past 
week. In a 141-152 win over 
Pope Francis, Ali Awkal 
was the medalist with a 
card of 34. Logan Thomas 
and Andrew Grasso had 35 
and Brody Faneuff rounded 
out the scoring with a 37.

Minnechaug’s sea-
son continued this week 
with matchups against 
Northampton and East 
Longmeadow. Coming up 
next Monday, The Falcons 
are at Westfield at 3 p.m.

WILBRAHAM – The cal-
endar may not have turned to 
October yet, but Minnechaug 
Regional High School girls 
volleyball is headed to the 
tournament. The Falcons 
most recently scored 3-0 
sweeps of Agawam, Baystate 
Charter and last Saturday 
against Hudson. The Falcons 
enter October at 10-1 and 
next face Frontier Regional at 
home on Oct. 6 at 5:30 p.m.

Maliha Daubon sends the ball over the net. Anna O’Toole sends the ball over the net. Cora Pace makes a block.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Elcin Nehir gets the bump.
Eliana Gunn sends the serve 
away.

Anna O’Toole bumps the 
ball back to the other 

team.



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESPage 12 October 2, 2025

SPORTS

WINCHESTER, N.H. - 
Monadnock Speedway closed 
out its 55th summer of racing 
Saturday, with a huge crowd 
cheering as solid car counts 
in seven unique divisions bat-
tled for the final points and 
bragging rites earned during 
the long and successful sum-
mer of excitement on the 
high banks of the Great Race 
Place.

Along with Weekly Rac-
ing Series championships and 
memorable high finishes atop 
the 2025 divisional points 
parades to be decided at the 
speedway;s 2025 season fina-
le at the storied quarter-mile, 
the Teddy Bear Pools and 
Spas Triple Crown final 
event, postponed by rain a 
week earlier, was at stake too.

Longtime pace truck driv-
er Leo Martin led the All 
States Material Group 604 
Modifieds to the green for the 
final time Saturday, Andrew 
Brousseau and Joey Jarvis, 
both 2025 feature winners, 
sat up front. But not for long.

Blasting off from fourth 
on the grid, Leary was in 
front before lap one was com-
pleted, and he’d never look 
back en route to victory. Hav-
ing early set fast time with a 
lap of 12.207 seconds, Leary 
was untouchable.

Ty Leclerc kept him close 

until giving way to Robie, 
who’d started at the back af-
ter missing qualifying, on lap 
32 but Leary would not be 
denied. Robie’s strong run 
netted him the 2025 track 
championship as well the 
Teddy Bear Pools crown, and 
Leclerc ended his season in 
third.

A year ago, Chris Rien-
deau had a magical season 
en route to the Monadnock 
Speedway Super Street 
championship. This summer, 
that magic belonged to sec-
ond-generation ace Dylan 
Zullo.

Firing from row three in 
the Twin State Truck Services 
50-lap main event, Zullo took 
the lead from JD Stockwell 
Saturday and soared off to his 
sixth win of the season and, 
with it, his first career track 
championship. Justin Beech-
er’s runner-up finish earned 
him the Teddy Bear Pools ti-
tle, and Stockwell held strong 
for third.

Cameron Sontag closed 
out his Fabian Fuels Mini 
Stock season with a flourish 
Saturday. Taking the lead 
from Claremont regular Dick 
LaMotte on lap 18, the Ster-
ling, Mass. hot shoe outran 
Jon Fultz to the checkers and 
his second win of the season.

Fultz’s second-place run 

earned him his first Monad-
nock track championship 
and the Teddy Bear Pools & 
Spas Triple Crown champi-
onship, and Julia Kendall was 
a strong third in the season 
finale.

Markus O’Neil led early 
in the Brattleboro Towing and 
Recovery Pure Stock feature, 
but he had a swarm of po-
tent challengers flying in his 
shadow, none more ominous 
than the dynamic duo of Kyle 
Kenny and Carlos Grenier as 
the 20-car field went to war.

Kenny held the deuce spot 
by lap five, but Grenier had 
plans of his own. Gordon Far-
num’s bid for four wins in a 
row fell by the wayside in a 
lap-three caution, and Grenier 
- crowned champion of Cla-
remont’s Ridge Runners the 
night before, took charge on 
lap 13 and never looked back.

Kenny’s second-place 
finish earned the talented 
young Green Mountain State 
pilot his first career track 
championship, and O’Neil’s 
rock-solid night’s work 
brought him home third, just 
ahead of Kyle Boniface and 
Jimmy Zellman. Grenier cap-
tured the Teddy Bear Pools & 
Spas Triple Crown champi-
onship.

Travis Hollins earned the 
2025 Six Shooter champi-

onship by the slimmest of 
margins. Entering Saturday’s 
season finale, he trailed 2024 
champ Michael Yeaton by 
two points, then pulling even 
with his heat race win to be 
dead even as the feature went 
green.

Hollins led all the way in 
the Six Shooter main event, 
holding off the hard charging 
Yeaton to win his first career 
championship. With Yeaton 
second, Josh Brigham was 
third in Saturday’s 25-lapper.

Matt Robinson took the 
lead on lap 11 of the Pro V8 
Sportsman feature and sped 
off to his first career win on 
the high banks. Scott Rig-
gleman - a regular at Wall 
Stadium in New Jersey, was 
second, and Stephen Dubois 
came home third. The ex-
citing full-fendered division 
will compete eight times next 
summer on the high banks.

Sofia Rego led all the way 
in the final Doug’s Auto Body 
Young Guns event of the year. 
It was Rego’s fourth victory 
in the youth division. Maya 
Bell was second Saturday, 
and seven-time 2025 winner 
Hunter Duquette was third, 
before later scoring a top ten 
finish in the Pure Stocks.

Robie and Zullo crowned champs at Monadnock

SOUTH HADLEY – The 
Quabbin Valley Baseball 
League fall session is un-
derway with just two games 
played. Due to injuries and 
other obligations, a small 
number of roster spots have 
opened up on teams and the 
league would like to add a few 
more players for the remain-
der of the fall campaign.

Games are Sundays at 
10 a.m. for the remainder 
through Nov. 2. Anyone inter-

ested in registering can go to 
www.quabbinvalleybaseball.
org and click on the registra-
tion link. There are six games 
remaining in the season and 
the fee to play in the remain-
ing games will be prorated for 
any player who joins. Players 
looking to join should be age 
28 or older.

For more information or 
to ask any questions, contact 
Greg Scibelli at GScibel-
li22@yahoo.com.

WESTFIELD – West-
field State University scored 
a pair of touchdowns on 
blocked punts on the way to 
a 31-22 win over Worcester 
State University in a Mas-
sachusetts State Collegiate 
Athletic Conference foot-
ball win at Alumni Field on 
Saturday afternoon.

Westfield improves to 
2-2 overall and 2-1in the 
MASCAC, while Worcester 
is 0-3, 0-2 in the MASCAC.

Owls were led by 110 
yards rushing from first-
year fullback Manny Men-
gata, and got six catches for 
88 yards from wideout Will 
Brewster.

The two offenses were 
rarely the headline grabbers 
in the game as five of the 
scores came from the two 
teams’ defenses and special 
teams.

Westfield led 10-0 with 
46 seconds left in the first 
half after a 27-yard field 
goal from Andrew Currier 
and then a 6-yard TD run 
from Aiden Fausek.

But Worcester got them-
selves on the board on the 
ensuing kickoff, as the 
Lancers’ Gavin Hatfield 
took the kick at his own two 
yard line, juked his way to 
the left side of the field and 
outran everyone for a 98-
yard TD return.

The Owls looked to get 
instant revenge, blocking the 
extra point try with Andrew 
Lovell picking up the loose 
ball and running it back for 
an apparent 2-pt conversion 
fo the Owls, but two flags 
flew on the play negating the 
score.   The Lancers second 
chance at an extra point was 
foiled by a bad snap.

Westfield marched the 
ball down the field on the 
next possession to give Cur-
rier a chance for a 47-yard 
field goal try at the buzzer, 
but the kick was wide left 
and the Owls took a 10-6 
lead into the half.

Worcester grabbed the 
lead, 13-10 after Cam Go-
odrich got a charity hop on 
a Westfield State fumble and 
scooted 72 yards for a TD 
early in the third quarter.     
Westfield answered a few 
minutes later, as Nick Gaug-
er broke through the line to 
block a lancers punt, and 
Tafari Proctor scooed the 
ball up and returned it sev-

en yards for an Owls touch-
down and a 17-13 lead.

A couple of series later, 
Worcester took advantage 
of another short field after 
an Owls fumble, capping a 
5-play, 35-yard drive with a 
2-yard touchdown run from 
Jermaine Norfleet to grab a 
20-17 lead.

Westfield answered early 
in the fourth quarter, march-
ing 75 yards in 10 plays with 
Mengata punching it in from 
nine-yards out to take a 24-
20 lead after Currier added 
the extra point.

Westfield built the lead 
to 31-20 after pinning the 
Lancers back in their own 
end, and forcing a punt from 
tight formation with ball at 
their own 1 yard line, West-
field’s Budder Ferreira not 
only blocked the punt, but 
smothered it in the endzone 
for the touchdown with 8:37 
left in the game.

The Owls had the oppor-
tunity to run the clock out 
late, but after a 3-and-out 
in their own end, the punt 
snapped sailed out of the 
back of the end zone for a 
Worcester safety to trim the 
lead to 31-22.

Westfield sacked 
Worcester State quarterback 
twice on the ensuing posses-
sion, and ultimately forced 
Worcester to turn the ball 
over on downs and the Owls 
ran out the clock for the win.

Westfield State’s defense 
held the Lancers to just 92 
yards of total offense, and 
-43 yards on the ground.

The Owls sacked Ayotte 
six times for a total loss of 
46 yards with Ferreira and 
Aydan Verba each racking 
up 1.5 sacks, and Chase 
Goldberg, Justyn Gardener 
and Emerson Ysnardi   each 
getting home for a sack as 
well.

Westfield held Worcester 
to 12 first downs on the day 
and the Lancers were 1-12 
on third downs.

The Lancers were led by 
Lance Williams, who caught 
11 passes for 83 yards, and 
Ayotte finished the day 16-
30 for 135 yards and two 
interceptions.

Westfield will be back in 
action next Saturday, host-
ing Anna Maria in a MAS-
CAC conference game at 12 
noon at Alumni Field.

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com

*Be sure to indicate “Dazzler” 
in the subject line of your email.

Send Us Your
Community 

Dazzler Events

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Turley Publications will print your holiday calendar events
FREE OF CHARGE in our Dazzler Supplement which will 

be published November 19, 2025. 
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches 

over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

Deadline 
for Calendar 

submissions is
 October 20.

Owls football 
keeps winning

Extra roster spots open 
in fall baseball league SPRINGFIELD  –  St. 

Louis  Blues  President of 
Hockey Operations and 
General Manager  Doug 
Armstrong  announced to-
day that the Blues have as-
signed 18 players to their 
AHL affiliate, the Spring-
field Thunderbirds, includ-
ing forwards  Nikita Alex-
androv,  Sam Bitten,  Hugh 
McGing, Matthew Peca, Ju-
raj Pekarcik,  Dylan Pe-
terson,  Simon Roberts-
son,  Jakub Stancl,  Sam 
Stange,  Nikita Susuev, 
and  Christopher Wagner, 

along with defensemen Mi-
chael Buchinger,  Quin-
ton Burns,  Marc-Andre 
Gaudet,  Samuel Johannes-
son,  and  Anthony Kehrer, 
and goaltenders  Will Cran-
ley and Vadim Zherenko. 

The T-Birds open their 
preseason slate on Friday, 
October 3, when they vis-
it the Providence Bruins at 
7:05 p.m. at Amica Mutu-
al Pavilion. They host their 
lone preseason game on 
Sunday, October 5 at the 
MassMutual Center, with 
puck drop set for 3:05 p.m.

Roster takes shape for T-Birds

$12.50
EachDigital Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently ran 
in one of our publications. 

Go to newspapers.turley.com/photo-request

WILBRAHAM/HAMP-
DEN - Mark your calen-
dars for a fun-filled evening 
on Friday, Oct. 17, from 5:30 
to 8:30 p.m. at Fountain Park! 

The Wilbraham Hampden 
Softball Committee is hosting 
its annual meeting and party, 
and it’s the perfect opportuni-
ty to come together, celebrate 
and get involved in the future 
of our softball program.

Here’s what’s in store:
Vote in New Members: 

Help shape the future of the 
program by casting your vote 
for new members.

Hear About Falcons Soft-
ball Plans: Learn about the 
exciting developments and 
goals for the upcoming sea-
son and beyond.

Equipment Swap: Bring 
gently used gear or find some-
thing you need in our softball 
equipment swap. 

Food Truck: Grab a bite 
from 5050 food truck to keep 
you fueled for all the fun.

Wiffle Ball and Cornhole: 
Join in for some light-hearted 
wiffle ball games for all ages 
and skill levels.

Raffles & More: Don’t 
miss out on more prizes, 
games, and surprises through-
out the evening.

Whether you’re a player, 
parent, or supporter of Fal-
cons Softball, this event is 
the perfect way to connect 
with the community and have 
some fun. We can’t wait to 
see you there!

 

Join us 
for the 
Wilbraham 
Hampden 
Softball 
Annual 
Meeting 
and Party

W I L B R A H A M – 
Award-winning pastel art-
ist Gregory Maichack will 
lead a pastel workshop at 
the Wilbraham Public Li-
brary on Tuesday, Oct. 7 at 
5 p.m. 

Designed for beginners 
to experienced artists, par-
ticipants will learn how to 
create The Seahorse. All 
materials will be provided, 
and everyone who attends 
will get to take home their 
artwork.

This program is sup-

ported in part by a grant 
from the Wilbraham Cul-
tural Council, a local agen-
cy which is supported by 
the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency. 
Funding is also provided 
by the Wilbraham Friends 
of the Library.

This event is free and 
open to the public. Reg-
istration is required as 
space is limited. Sign up 
at wilbrahamlibrary.org, or 
call the library at 413-596-
6141.

Pastel Workshop to be held 
at the Wilbraham Library

HAMPDEN – The 
Babes for a Cause: Shop for 
a Reason event takes place 
on Saturday, Nov. 29 from 
2 to 7 p.m. at The Starting 
Gate at GreatHorse.

The Holiday Tour event 
supports Shriners Children’s 
New England and will fea-
ture 35+ women-owned 
businesses, acoustic mu-
sic featuring Project 267, a 
cash bar, snacks and small 
plates for purchase and 
complimentary spa services 
and mediumship readings.

Also, a 360 Photobooth 
by JD 360 Video, Profes-
sional Photographer donat-
ed by Inspire Me Photo.

Additionally, meet and 

greet local sponsors includ-
ing Northwestern Mutual, 
Rice Fruit Farm of Wilbra-
ham, Inspire Wellness Co, 
Team413, Caesar K9 & 
Equine, Common Ground 
Cafe of Wilbraham and 
Key4Women. 

10% of sales from ven-
dors will be donated back 
to SCNE and 50% of ticket 
sales will be donated back 
SCNE.

Tickets are $30 and VIP 
tickets have already sold 
out. 

This event is hosted by 
Jill Moccio Connors, own-
er of Hustle & Heart and 
founder of Babes Brews & 
Browsing. 

Babes for a Cause: Shop for 
a Reason Nov. 29
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Meet MimiMeet Mimi  
and Gigiand Gigi!!

They are both rescues who live with their mom, 
Tammy Accorsi in Wilbraham. Gigi (bottom) is 6 years 
old and Mimi (top) is 3. They are indoor cats but love 
going for walks in their stroller and enjoy hanging out 
in the Catio when the weather is nice. Bird, squirrel 
and chipmunk watching are a favorite past time as 
well.  They also enjoy videos for Cats on YouTube!  

ELDOTC
East Longmeadow Dog

Obedience Training Club
Classes held at 

546 Main Street, Hampden, MA
Classes held every Monday-Thursday evenings

We Teach You How to Train Your Dog!

Facebook.com/eastlongmeadowdogobedience

Obedience Training - 
Beginner to Utility

For Information or to Register
Call (413) 355-0553

eastlongmeadowdogobedience.com

Start Your 
Puppy or Rescue 
Off Right With 

Obedience Training 
at ELDOTC!

• “Saturday In the Park!”
 Every Saturday at Post Office Park, Wilbraham
 12 noon - Pack Walk
 1:30 p.m - Basic Obedience & Socialization
 All ages & breeds - $20 each - Attend 1 class or both!
• Wednesday Nights in Belchertown
 Obedience & Socialization Group Classes. Located on the 

common area in front of Christopher Heights & Belchertown 
Day School. All ages & breeds. 5:30 p.m. - $20 each

• Private training in your home
• Intro to your puppy or new rescue training 
• Basic obedience, life and manners training
• Behavior modification

NEW – Young Adult 
Obedience Class! 

6 Week Class 
Begins Oct. 11th at 

Post Office Park 
Wilbraham 

$35/Class • $210 Total

413-246-0859 • AKC Certified

ATTENTION
READERS! 

Send in your pet picture for our 
“Pet of the Month” and receive a 

FREE weekend get-away or 
spa package for your pet 

courtesy of Porter Road Pet Care. 
Email your photos to: 

jwalker@turley.com. Please include 
your name and your pet’s name.

Wilbraham Animal Hospital
2424 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

413.596.8395
wilbrahamanimalhospital.com

East Springfield Veterinary Hospital
525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA
413.739.6389 • esvhospital.com
(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291)

Open Evenings & Saturdays

WILBRAHAM
Animal Hospital

Andrew R. Hersman, DVM
Lynn Dgetluck, DVM 

William D. Anderson, DVM
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM

Denise Chiminiello, DVM
Leah Guidry, DVM

Madison Harris, DVM
Nicholas Schipper, DVM

Now Accepting
New Patients!

The Benefits of Catios for Indoor Cats 

141 Porter Road
East Longmeadow MA

413-525-3532

Po
rt

er 
Road Pet Care

Boarding . Day Care .
 Gr

oo

mi
ng

 

Porter Road Pet Care

www.porterroadpetcare.com

Save $5
on Daycare, 
Grooming 

or Boarding 
Services

Limit 1 coupon per pet.
Expires 10/31/25

• Day Care 
• Boarding                         
 Web Cams  
 Heated 
 Large 
 Indoor/Outdoor 
 Accommodations
 Playtime Available - 
 Fenced in 
 1/4 Acre Lot

• SPA Services 
   Available
 Bathing
 Haircuts
 Maincures

Catios offer a range of benefits 
for both indoor cats and dogs, 
enhancing their lives in many 
ways. Here are some of the key 
advantages:
Safety: Catios provide a secure 
environment for cats to explore 
the outdoors without the risks of 
traffic, predators, or diseases.
Mental Stimulation: Catios 
offer sensory experiences 
that stimulate the cat’s mind, 
helping to reduce boredom and 
related behaviors like excessive 
scratching or meowing.

Physical Exercise: Catios 
encourage movement, which is 
crucial for maintaining muscle 
tone, flexibility, and a healthy 
weight.
Fresh Air Exposure: Catios 
allow cats to breathe in fresh 
air, contributing to their overall 
health and immune system.
Stress Reduction: Catios 
provide a peaceful retreat where 
cats can unwind and relax, 
significantly improving their 
emotional health.
Safe Socialization: Catios 

facilitate social interaction 
without the risk of territorial 
disputes, enhancing the cat’s 
social skills and reducing 
feelings of loneliness.
Natural Sunlight: Catios offer 
a safe spot for cats to soak 
up natural sunlight, aiding in 
vitamin D synthesis and boosting 
their mood and energy levels.
Habitual Enrichment: Catios 
provide routine exploration and 
new experiences, preventing 
behavioral issues like anxiety or 
aggression.

WILBRAHAM - The 
Wilbraham Knights of Co-
lumbus Council 10195 will 
sponsor a major fundraising 
benefit dinner to support the 
Community Survival Center 
in Indian Orchard. 

The Survival Center 
helps feed and cloth over 
400 individuals each month 
in Wilbraham, Hampden, 
Ludlow, Indian Orchard and 
16 Acres. According to Ex-
ecutive Director, Cristal Tur-
cotte, this year is particularly 

impacted by the anticipated 
federal cuts in SNAP and the 
less successful Stamp Out 
Hunger Food Drive by the 
National Association Letter 
Carriers. “Our shelves are 
very bare” according to Tur-
cotte, “and with the holidays 
fast approaching we are ask-
ing for assistance to help us 
support those in need.”

The benefit dinner will 
be held Saturday Oct. 18 at 
5 p.m. at Saint Cecilia Par-
ish Center, 42 Main Street, 

Wilbraham and will fea-
ture a delicious homemade 
chicken parm Italian dinner 
complete with pasta, salad, 
bread, coffee and cannolis. 
The event will include nu-
merous raffles and musical 
entertainment with sing-a-
longs. Tickets are $20  and 
may be purchased by con-
tacting George Reich at 
ticketskoc10195@gmail.
com or may be picked up at 
after Mass in the St. Cecilia 
rotunda starting on Sept. 27.

Knights sponsor Benefit Dinner to support 
Community Survival Center Oct. 18

WILBRAHAM - The 
Wilbraham Junior Women’s 
Club is hosting a Designer 
Bag Bingo! This fabulous 
event will be held on Thurs-
day, Oct. 16 2025 at the Gre-
mio Lusitano Club, 385 Win-
sor Street, Ludlow, MA. 

It’s an evening of fun 
Bingo and a chance to win all 
the designer bags you want 
in your closet! Doors open at 
6PM and games start at 7PM. 

Admission tickets are 
$35  in advance and $40 at 
the door. Purchase a table of 
10 for $300, (a discounted 
rate of $30 per ticket when 
purchased in advance!) Tick-

ets include 10 bingo games, 
a dauber and a special lucky 
charm! 

A cash bar will be avail-
able and attendees can bring 
their own snacks or order off 
of the club’s menu. Extra 
bingo cards will be available 
for purchase as well as raffle 
tickets for our spectacular 
bag-themed raffle of over 30 
beautiful handbags! All pro-
ceeds benefit charitable proj-
ects in the community! 

Grab your friends and get 
your tickets at: Wilbraham-
JuniorWomens.org  or Con-
tact Brenda Willard at (413) 
279-1394.

Wilbraham Junior 
Women’s Club to host 
Designer Bag Bingo!

St. Cecilia 
Women’s Club 
October meeting

WILBRAHAM – The St. 
Cecilia Women’s Club will be 
meeting on Tuesday, Oct. 14 at 
6 p.m.

Experience the Transfor-
mative Power of Thankfulness 
presented by Sr. Mary McCue.

You are warmly invited 
to an uplifting presentation 
as Sr. Mary McCue guides us 
through “A Journey of Grati-
tude.” Discover how embrac-
ing gratitude can illuminate 
everyday moments and deepen 
our sense of connection and 
joy.

We will be collecting socks 
for adults in need at this meet-
ing. Thank you in advance for 
your generosity!

WILBRAHAM – The 
town of Wilbraham will 
hold their annual Veterans 
Day Breakfast on Nov. 6 at 
8 a.m. At Wilbraham Senior 

Center.
This event is open to 

all Wilbraham Veterans or 
Surviving Spouses and one 
guest.

Breakfast is Sponsored 
by the Wilbraham Junior 
Women’s Club.

Please register by Nov. 3.  
Call (413)596-8379.

Town of Wilbraham Veterans Day Breakfast
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
ALASKA CHANNING STOVE 2020 
CHANNING III, Model 140, paddle feed. 
Very good condition. Excellence source to 
heat up to 85000 BTUs. 48” hearth pad in-
cluded. Reasonable offer. 413-238-7848.

RETIRED ELECTRICIAN has tools and 
supplies for sale. Call 413-658-8535.

MOVING SALE
MOVING SALE! 

OCTOBER 4, 9AM-1PM. 
No early birds. 

1 Pioneer Drive, Palmer.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches, 
Musical instruments, typewriters, 
sewing machines, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military, 
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs, 
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage electron-
ics, jewelry, coins, watches, military 
cameras, sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio 
equipment, audio equipment, toys, 
one item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

SERVICES WANTED
NEED SNOWPLOWING THIS WIN-
TER for 200’ gravel driveway by 9 a.m. in 
Belchertown on Old Bay Road. Call 413-
687-1090.

ALL-BRITE GUTTER SERVICES. 
Seamless gutters, leaf guards, and gutter 
repair. Contact for your free consultation 
508-989-4662. Your local gutter profes-
sional. Huntington, MA HIC#215976

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work. 

No project too small. 
Service upgrades, pools. 

Trustworthy, dependable & insured. 
 Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

MINI EXCAVATOR for hire. Fully op-
erated. Shurb removal, electrical trenches. 
Drainage work. Minor demolition. Licensed/
insured. Call 413-315-1614.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
BW ROOFING. Home improvement con-
tractor Reg. #175887. Free estimates. 15 
years experience. 413-727-9846

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned, 

Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

TUNE-UPS

2007 FORD E150 VAN, 86655 mile-
age includes: steel partition door, shelving, 
cabinets, bins/racks, roof racks. Call for info 
413-658-8535.

AKC CHOCOLATE LABRADOR  pup-
pies ready for loving homes. Must see! 
Contact/text Pam 413-388-1866 for de-
tails.

HOLE SPECIALIST, Ludlow MA is look-
ing to hire machine shop assistant. Good 
mechanical abilities and basic blueprint 
reading required. Full and part time posi-
tions available. 
Email Bob@HoleSpecialists.com 

PART TIME SNOWPLOW 
DRIVERS NEEDED

Part time snowplow drivers are 
needed for the Town of New Brain-
tree for the 2025-2026 season. Po-
sitions available for both CDL and 
non-CDL License.
If you are interested, please contact 

Highway Superintendent 
Richard Ayer at

 (508) 867-2451 
or email 

hwysecretary@
newbraintree.org.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

GREEN STREET, PALMER Newly 
renovated 1 bedroom apt. porch, off-street 
parking, coin-op laundry, $1,500/ mo in-
cludes heat. No Pets. Call Tom 413-896-
1555

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD 
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling 
brook, l-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths, 
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very 
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental 
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
Chimney Repair

Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Stone Veneer
Brick Work

Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
cjmasonryhardscape

@gmail.com

MASONRY

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON
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PUBLIC NOTICES

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Native American 

people of CA
  5. Long periods of 

time (Brit.)
 10. Classroom tool
 12. Rods
 14. One who renews
 16. They start the 

alphabet
 18. Periodical (slang)
 19. Smooth singer Cole
 20. Dorsal sclerites in 

insects
 22. One from Utah
 23. The world of the 

dead
 25. Singer Redding
 26. Mafia head
 27. Wrongly
 28. Unhappy
 30. Anger
 31. Dark olive black
 33. Places to sit and 

eat
 35. Made a mistake
 37. Damp
 38. Banned fuel type
 40. Actor Damon
 41. What thespians do
 42. A polite address 

for a woman
 44. Disallow
 45. Swiss river
 48. A banana has one
 50. Afrikaans
 52. Relative biological 

effectiveness (abbr.)
 53. Agave
 55. Journalist Tarbell
 56. One-time tech 

leader
 57. Incidentally (abbr.)
 58. Intestinal 

bacterium
 63. Loose sheats 

around the spinal 
cord

 65. Accompanies nook
 66. Vogue
 67. Highly excited

CLUES DOWN
  1. Witch
  2. Utilize
  3. Writing utensil
  4. Where rockers work
  5. Becomes less intense
  6. Consume
  7. Type of catfish
  8. “Horsetown, U.S.A.”
  9. Atomic #50
 10. The Muse of lyric 

poetry
 11. Brings back to life
 13. Humorous critiques
 15. Cool!
 17. Worst
 18. Wet dirt
 21. Useful
 23. Hebrew unit of liquid 

capacity

 24. High schoolers’ test
 27. Internet device
 29. City in India
 32. A place to rest
 34. Chat responder
 35. A way to move on
 36. What consumers are 

given
 39. Digital audiotape
 40. More (Spanish)
 43. Disfigured
 44. White (Spanish)
 46. Church building
 47. Georgia rockers
 49. Surgeon’s tool
 51. “Much __ about 

nothing”
 54. Make by braiding
 59. Local area network
 60. Unit of work
 61. Indigenous person of 

Thailand
 62. Liquefied natural gas
 64. Distance to top

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

NOTICE OF
TIER CLASSIFICATION

Residential Property
711 Main Street

Hampden, Massachusetts 
01036

Release Tracking Number 
1-50879

A release of oil and/or hazard-
ous materials has occurred at this 
location, which is a disposal site 
as defined by M.G.L. c. 21E, § 2 
and the Massachusetts Contin-
gency Plan, 310 CMR 40.0000.   
To evaluate the release, a Phase 
I Initial Site Investigation was 
performed pursuant to 310 CMR 
40.0480.  The Site has been clas-
sified as Tier II pursuant to 310 
CMR 40.0500.  On September 
26, 2025, Mr. Ryan Leal filed a 
Tier II Classification Submittal 
with the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Environmental Protec-
tion (MassDEP).  To obtain more 
information on this disposal site, 
please contact William J. Fabbri, 
President / Principal Hydroge-
ologist and Licensed Site Pro-
fessional, WjF GeoConsultants, 
Inc., 2789 Boston Road, Wilbra-
ham, Massachusetts at (413) 233-
4220.  The Tier Classification 
Submittal and the disposal site 
file can be viewed at MassDEP 
website using Release Tracking 
Number (RTN) 1-50879 at: 

https://eeaonline.eea.state.
ma.us/portal/dep/wastesite/
viewer/1-50879  or at Mass-
achusetts Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection, Bureau of 
Waste Site Cleanup, 436 Dwight 
Street, Springfield, Massachu-
setts 01103, 413-784-1100.  
Additional public involvement 
opportunities are available under 
310 CMR 40.1403(9) and 310 
CMR 40.1404.  
10/02/2025

SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLE
This ad is pursuant to MA 

Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A as of 
October 10, 2025 the following 
motor vehicle will be for sale to 
satisfy a garage keepers lien:
Vehicle: 2004 Monte Carlo
VIN#: 2G1WW12E149232487
COLOR: Brown
LKO: Antonio Cousins
213 State St
Ludlow MA 01056

R & S Assoc. Inc
PO Box 543

Wilbraham, MA 01095 
413-596-4374

09/25, 10/02, 10/09/2025

WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD

In accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapter 40 Section 15C (“Scenic 
Roads Act”) and M.G.L. Chapter 
87 Section 3 (“Public Shade Tree 
Act”), the Wilbraham Planning 
Board and the Wilbraham Tree 
Warden will hold a joint Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 22, 2025 at 5:45 PM in 
the Town Office Building, 240 
Springfield Street, to solicit pub-
lic comment regarding a request 
by the Wilbraham Department of 
Public Works to remove a total 
of five (5) trees along Stony Hill 
Road (4 Maples and 1 Hickory 
tree ranging from 11” to 48” in 
diameter) as part of a multi-
phased infrastructure improve-
ment project aimed at enhancing 
sight distance and overall safety 
for both motorists and pedestri-
ans. As part of the project scope 
a section of Stony Hill Road and 
Springfield Street will be wid-
ened and a section of the exist-
ing stone walls within the project 
limits will be removed and reset. 
A project narrative and plans 
showing the proposed work is 
available for review in the Engi-
neering Department during nor-
mal business hours and posted 
for public viewing on the Plan-
ning Board page of the Town 
website at www.wilbraham-ma.
gov/123/Planning-Board. Both 
in person and virtual participa-
tion are available. To participate 
virtually go to https://meet.goto.
com/255931165 or call 877-309-
2073 (Access Code: 255-931-
165).

James Rooney, 
Planning Board Chair

David Graziano, 
Tree Warden 

10/02, 10/09/2025

Notice of Herbicide
Application

The Town of Wilbraham con-
tracted TruGreen to apply herbi-
cide for right-of-way vegetation 
control along road ways.

Dates: 06/20/2025 and 
08/18/2025

Products: Finale XL and Pen-
dulum Aqua Cap

Application method: Liquid 
spray

Locations: Stoney Hill Rd., 
Dipping Hill Rd., Maynard St., 
Monson Rd., Faculty St., Spring-
field St., Main St., Crane Hill 
Rd., and the intersection of Glen-
dale and Monson Rd.

Wilbraham DPW: (413)596-
2800

TruGreen:  KevinRadawiec@
TruGreenMail.com 
10/02/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
Sale of Motor Vehicle 

Under G.L. c. 255 Sec. 39A
Bach Towing Inc., 165 Benton 

Drive, East Longmeadow, MA is 
holding a private sale of the fol-
lowing vehicle on 10/17/2025 at 
2:00 p.m. to satisfy our garage 
keepers lien thereon for storage 
and towing charges and expenses 
of Notices of Sale.

York Tree Service
210 Thayer Rd.
Hagganum, CT 06441
2012 Ford F450 Supper Duty
VIN# 1FD0X4HTXCEB81726
10/02, 10/09, 10/16/2025

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Friends to sponsor Jewelry 
Buying Show Oct. 9

WILBRAHAM - Cleaning out your 
drawers and closets and have some old jew-
elry you don’t want any more? 

The Friends of Wilbraham Seniors are 
sponsoring a one-day only jewelry buying 
event on Thursday Oct. 9 at the Wilbraham 
Senior Center. Hosted by Family Jewels of 
Northampton, a family business for 55 years, 
they’ll evaluate items you wish to sell and 
make you an offer. Whether it’s antique and 
vintage jewelry, (including broken pieces), 
silver, gold and copper coins, sterling silver 
flatware, cups, bowls, trays, watches, and 
rings to name a few, just bring it in. 

There’s no fee or obligation on your part 
and if you accept their offer, payment will be 
made to you on the spot! You must pre-reg-
ister for an appointment at the Wilbraham 
Senior Center. 

No walk-ins will be accepted. Limited 
number of appointments available on Oct. 9. 
First come – first served. 

Call 413- 596-8379 to register. All ap-
pointments will be held upstairs in the priva-
cy of the Wellness Room. 

Any questions, call Matt Villamaino 413-
896-2206.

MRHS Class of 1975, 50th 
Class Reunion

WILBRAHAM - The Minnechaug Class 
of 1975 will be gathering to celebrate their 
50th Reunion with a weekend of fun activ-
ities Friday, Oct. 3 through Sunday, Oct. 5.

Classmates will have several opportuni-
ties to get together to catch up on the past   50 
years.  We have planned for golfing, hiking, 
Home Football Game, tour of high school, 
lunch at Fern Valley and a parting Breakfast 
Buffet the morning of Oct.  5.   

The main event, dinner and socializing, 
will be held at Wilbraham Country Club on 
Oct. 4 from 6 to 10 p.m.  Additional infor-
mation is available, can be sent to you if you 
send a request to Jim Chambers at mrhsclas-
sof1975@gmail.com.

We hope you’ll be able to join us to cel-
ebrate this milestone. If you can’t attend 
in person, you can still have a presence by 
sending a photo / information for our slide 
show to Donna Sclafani Parker at donna-
parker357@yahoo.com.  Please let others in 
our class know about the reunion.

Hampden Senior Center 
Group Exercise Classes

HAMPDEN – Join us for PWR! Moves 
Group Exercise Classes, a Parkinson-specif-
ic class with a goal to keep you moving and 
doing more of what you want to do. 

Led by Lisa Kern, OT, reiki master/holis-
tic therapist.

Fitness goals include strength, balance, 
agility, aerobics and flexibility.

Exercises are designed to improve fitness 
goals and counteract your Parkinson’s symp-
toms.

Classes take place from 9 to 10 a.m. on 
Mondays at the Hampden Senior Center.

Pre-paid rate for eight classes is $65.
Drop-in rate is $10 per class.
Call to register or for more information at 

413-566-5588.
Sponsored in part by the Friends of 

Hampden Senior Citizens.

Fall Programs for kids at WPL
WILBRAHAM – Check out these up-

coming fall programs for kids at the Wilbra-
ham Public Library.

PRESCHOOL FUN WITH MRS. B
This is a program for children ages three 

to six to come into independently, while care 
providers wait in the library.  

It is a fun-filled 45 minutes with stories, 
songs, movement and a craft.  The program 
will run the following Thursday mornings 
from 10 to 10:45 a.m.; (No program Oct. 2), 
Oct. 9, Oct. 16 and Oct. 23.

Themes such as “Teddy Bear’s Picnic”, 
‘Budding Artists”, Fall and Leaves, and the 
amazing stories by Ed Emberley will be in-
cluded.  Please register online at www.wil-
brahamlibrary.org.   

Registration includes all six dates.

Livy’s VIP Dance Oct. 5
LUDLOW – Livy’s VIP Dance, in sup-

port of a fundraiser for Rett Syndrome, will 
take place on Sunday, Oct. 5, from 2 to 5 
p.m. at the Gremio Lusitano Club.

The special dance is in memory of Livy, 
who succumbed to Rett Syndrome at the age 
of five.

Sparkle, shine and support!
Music and memories with VIP Princess 

guests.
To learn more, contact Maggie Wurm 

at maggie@rsangels.org or Shanon at sha-
non.m.hardy@gmail.com.

To learn more about Rett Syndrome, visit 
rsangels.org.

For the event page, visit rsangels.org/
event/livys-v-i-p-dance/.

Events&announcements scheduleannouncements schedule

WILBRAHAM - The Wil-
braham Junior Women’s Club 
is hosting a community Fleece 
Blanket Making Event. All 
are invited to attend and help 
out.

This community get-to-
gether will be held on Satur-
day, November 15, 2025 from 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at The Wil-
braham Senior Center, 250 
Springfield Street Wilbraham.

It’s an opportunity to meet 
new people and come together 
to create warmth for those in 
need. No sewing experience is 
required and all supplies will 
be provided.

Bring a friend (or two!), 
lend a hand and make a dif-
ference! Every blanket made 
will be donated to local shel-
ters, nursing homes and The 
Ronald McDonald house.

Contact Kathy (413) 478-
1185 for questions or more 
information.

Wilbraham Junior Women’s Club to host 
Community Fleece Blanket Making Event

WILBRAHAM - The 
Wilbraham Public Library 
is pleased to announce our 
first annual “Family Marsh-
mallow and Toothpick Chal-
lenge”.  

Do you have a budding 
engineer?  Please join in the 
fun, Saturday, Oct. 18, 10 
to 10:45 a.m. for this event.   

Teams will compete to make 
the tallest free-standing tow-
er, with a marshmallow on 
top, for 10 seconds!  

Teams must consist of at 
least one adult and one child 
under 12 years of age. Teams 
may have up to four players.  

All materials will be 
provided. We’d love to have 

your Team come join in the 
fun!  

Registration is required 
for this event.   Please ei-
ther register online at www.
wilbrahamlibrary.org,  or by 
calling the front desk at 413-
596-6141.

Family Marshmallow and Toothpick Challenge

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com
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Follow us on facebook.com/LandmarkLortie and instagram.com/landmarkrealtorsma

John Moltenbrey
427-5176

Kathi Calabrese
374-5867

Sandy Wegrzyn
519-1056

Ann Marie Martin
206-1161

Art Ferrara
348-5827

Ann Paquette
626-6871

Sue Rheaume
478-0671

Dot Lortie
478-1940

Alyssa Rhodes
896-9269

Kathy Esser
348-3803

CAREER IN  REAL ESTATE? Call Us or Visit  Landmark RE.com and Click on Careers 
HIRING ASSOCIATES FOR OFFICES IN: Wilbraham,  

E. Longmeadow, Monson, and SpringfieldNick Ferrara
386-4523

Ask Us For A Highest Price Analysis On Your Home
Relocation Across The Country or Around The World

Sales Positions Available – Licensing Course 
Market Leader -Serving Our Communities Since 1987

Luci Giguere
575-2837

Dawn Rodgers
478-2605

Linda Alston
246-8616

Maria D’Angelantonio
575-2898

Eileen O’Sullivan
505-9244

Zoe Czaplicki 
519-9224

Shari Lokey 
218-8811

Chrissy Albano
374-6254

Search LandmarkRE.com For All Listings In Western MA

CALL US FOR DETAILS ON ANY OF THESE PROPERTIES
SINGLE FAMILY LISTINGS

STATUS ADDRESS DESCRIPTION LIST PRICE SOLD PRICE 
NEW 74 Blanche St., Springfield  Sixteen Acres, 5 room, 2 bed, 1f 1h bath Ranch $319,900
NEW 41 Brookside Dr., Wilbraham 8 room, 4 bed, 2f 1h bath Cape $499,900 
ACT  92 Juniper Ridge Dr., Agawam 8 room, 3 bed, 2f 1h bath Ranch $824,900 
ACT 61 West Street, Ludlow 7 room, 3 bed, 1f 0h bath Cape $290,000
ACT 11 Ina St., Springfield 8 room, 2 bed, 1f 0h bath Bungalow $239,900
ACT 95 Weaver Rd., Springfield 6 room, 3 bed, 2f 0h bath Cape $279,900 
CTG 19 Deerfield Circle, Hampden 5 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath Cape $389,900
CTG 211 Butler Rd., Monson, MA  7 room, 3 bed, 2f 1h bath Cape $675,000
CTG  131 Endicott St., Springfield East Forest Park, 5 room, 3 bed, 1f 0h bath Ranch $309,900
UAG 58 Bennett Rd., Hampden 6 room, 4 bed, 2f 0h bath Cape $329,900
UAG 53 Wood End Road, Springfield 5 room, 3 bed, 1f 0h bath Ranch $275,000
UAG  30 Beauchamp, Springfield 8 room, 4 bed, 1f 0h bath Colonial $289,000
SLD  313 Bennett Rd., Hampden 7 room, 3 bed, 2f 1h bath Cape $510,000 $500,000
SLD 75 Puritan Rd., Springfield Sixteen Acres, 9 room, 3 bed, 2f 0h bath Ranch $299,900 $312,000

CONDOMINIUM LISTINGS
UAG 88 Tall Pines Rd U:88, Hampden 6 room, 2 bed, 2f 0h bath Garden $424,900 
SLD  2205 Boston Road U:i 82, Wilbraham  7 room, 2 bed, 2f 1h bath Townhouse $289,900 $265,000

MULTI FAMILY LISTINGS
CTG 40 Rittenhouse Terrace, Springfield Forest Park, 2 unit, 12 total rooms, 6 total bedrooms  $425,000
     2 Family - 2 Units Up/Down

LAND LISTINGS
ACT 7 Old Reed Rd., lot: 6, Monson 8.50 Residential acres (370,260 SqFt) $99,000
ACT 454 Ridge Road, Wilbraham 1.78 Residential acres (77,555 SqFt) $218,000
UAG Lot 16, Woodhill Rd., Monson 2.17 Residential acres (94,525 SqFt) $72,500
SLD 160 Silver Street, Monson 4.93 Residential acres (214,751 SqFt) $99,000 $90,000

COMMERCIAL LISTINGS
ACT 599-609 Page Blvd., Springfield 3278 SqFt Mixed Use Building $850,000

The weather was cloudy for the majority of 
the day up until the performance where students 
were caught up in the rain, but the show still 
went on. Band members marched in formation 
playing the song “Military Escort.” 

Drum Majors Hayden Carlotto, Abigail Lee 
and Isabella Strand guided the band during their 
performance, helping them stay in line and orga-
nized while they were playing. 

This is the Minnechaug Band’s first public 
performance of the year, aside from home field 
football games, showcasing the passion and hard 
work they’ve been perfecting the last couple 
weeks to a broader audience. 

Setting up for the parade, members worked 
together in their sections to tune, give advice 
to the newer students and perfected their piece. 
This is an important beginning of the year event 
for the Juniors and Seniors of the Minnechaug 
High School Band to show the younger students 
the ropes to kick off their marching season, col-
laborating to put on a show for the hundreds of 
people at the Big E. 

BAND from page 1

MRHS Marching BandMRHS Marching BandThe MRHS Marching 
Band’s percussion 
section.

Drum Majors Abigail Lee, Hayden Carlotto and Isabella Strand 
conduct the band through their warmups.  

The MRHS Marching Band’s flute section.

Photos courtesy of Kyle Garron

MRHS Marching Band lines up to perform.

The MRHS Marching Band 
participates in the 2025 Big E 

Parade.  

The MRHS Marching Band with 
their director David Morris lift 
their instruments in the air in 

celebration. 


