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WILBRAHAM - Cub 
Scout Pack 177 hosted their 
annual kickoff event outside 
Wilbraham United Church 
on Sept. 16.

The pack focuses on 
community, personal devel-
opment, and getting kids 
outdoors and engaged with 
nature and each other.

During the kickoff, fami-
lies enjoyed a variety of ac-
tivities as they signed up their 
children for the group, in-
cluding an inflatable archery 
set, a water balloon launcher, 
creating their own trail mix-
es, launching air rockets and 
more. 

Scoutmaster Jeff Choins-
ki was excited to see scouts 
from the past year return, 
along with meeting the new 
ones coming in.

“We send out some let-
ters to the schools a couple 
weeks before and let them 
know and this is just really an 

By Harold Anderson
Correspondent

HAMPDEN – The 
Eighth Annual “Live Like 
Scott Family Fun Day” 
event took place this year 
on Saturday, September 
19th at the Hampden Me-
morial Park.

Held in loving memory 
of W. Scott Godon-Deco-
teau, who tragically passed 
away in 2018, the yearly 
gathering takes place in 
September, the month of 
Scott’s birthday. Over 100 
participants from the local 
area and across the country 
attended. 

Those unable to be 
there in person were able to 
register virtually.

This year, the theme for 
the gathering was “Read-
ers are Leaders!” with the 
activities schedule con-
sisting of numerous events 
throughout the day for both 
adults and children. All 

Submitted by Hampden 
Free Public Library 

Intern, Emma Grover

HAMPDEN – Oct. 
4 marks the first day of 
Banned Books Week. 

People challenge books 
for a number of reasons in-
cluding LGBTQ+ content, 
violence, and religious 
viewpoints. The purpose 
of this week of recogni-
tion is to shed light upon 
the harms of censorship in 
literature.

Governor Maura 
Healey of Massachusetts 
recently signed the “Free-
dom to Read” law that 
outlines expectations re-
garding content selection 
and book challenges. This 
piece of legislation also 
ensures that books cannot 

Cub Scout Pack 177 hosts kickoffhosts kickoff

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM/HAMP-
DEN - The town boards and 
School Committee continued 
discussions of the regional 
agreement and Wilbraham 
Middle School at two meet-
ings on Sept. 23 and 24.

The Sept. 23 meeting was 
a joint meeting between the 
Wilbraham Select Board and 
Hampden Selectboard, while 
the Sept. 24 meeting was the 
School Committee, where 
Superintendent Dr. John Pro-
vost recapped the prior eve-
ning’s discussion to commit-
tee members.

Readers can watch both 
meetings in full on YouTube 
by looking up the Town of 
Hampden and Erin Dowding.

Regional 
agreement, 
WMS talks 
cont.

Community gathers for annual 
‘Live Like Scott Family Fun Day’

Turley photo  by Harold Anderson

Christine Callahan (Longmeadow), 7-year-old Lily, 10-year-old 
Liam and Al Callahan (Longmeadow).

Library 
to share 
collection 
of banned 
books

Turley photo by Kristin RiversThe volunteers and leadership for Cub Scout Pack 177 in a group photo.

Please see BANNED 
BOOKS, page 2

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Wilbra-
ham United Church has wel-
comed Reverend Paul Nesbit 
as its new pastor.

Nesbit shared that he was 
at the church previously as 
director of Family Ministries 
and an associate pastor from 

2015 to 2021.
“It’s coming home. I’ve 

been here since Aug. 31. Be-
fore this, I was the pastor at 
First Congregational Church 
in Westfield and Southwick 
Congregational Church. They 
shared me as a pastor, so I’m 
now here and thrilled to be 

Wilbraham United Church 
welcomes new pastor

Rev. Paul Nesbit is the 
new pastor at Wilbraham 

United Church.

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers

Please see PASTOR 
WELCOMED, page 11

Please see FUN DAY, 
page 11

Please see SCOUTS,
 page 5

Please see REGIONAL 
TALKS, page 8
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Start your smile journey today!
Scan to book a complimentary consult.

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated
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Start your smile journey today!
Scan to book a complimentary consult.

Dr. Ana Serrenho
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Emergency 

Service Available
(413) 374-1322

Pumping • Installation • Title 5 Inspections • Perc Tests
SEWER PUMP REPAIRS • FULLY INSURED • FAMILY OWNED

                                   566-2916

HAMPDEN SEPTIC
Time To Get 
Your Septic 
Pumped, 
Call To 

Book Now!
WE ARE A LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS

WE’RE STILL TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS!

COMMUNITY

By Harold Anderson
Correspondent 

HAMPDEN – The Hamp-
den Garden Club gathered 
at the Town Hall (formerly 
Thornton W. Burgess Middle 
School) on Wilbraham Rd. on 
Thursday, Sept. 17 for their 
latest meeting. Included was 
a “berry” informative talk 
by John Galvan, M.S., Small 
Fruit Specialist, UMass Ex-
tension.

Galvan works with grow-
ers across Massachusetts and 
New England to support blue-
berry, strawberry, grape and 
bramble – raspberries and 
blackberries – production.

His talk, entitled “All 
About Berries”, offered an 
overview of the many aspects 
involved in caring for these 
plants in order to maintain 
their health and continue to 
enjoy an abundance of fresh 
fruit year after year.

Galvin began his talk with 
some important advice.

”Before we get start-
ed, I want you guys to think 
about what your goals are and 
what you’re doing in your 
backyard…….So…going 
forward, you don’t get over-
whelmed…..Knowing how 
much you need and where 
to put it…is very important,” 
Galvan said.

While showing a slide of 
the various types of berries 
that he would be discussing 
that evening, he noted the sur-
prising fact that, of the four 
types of berries listed for his 
talk, “the blueberry is the only 
true botanical berry. It devel-
ops from a single ovary, with 
the seeds contained inside the 
fruit.”

Galvan provided details 
about plant anatomy, detail-
ing how strawberries grow 
and reproduce through push-
ing out flowers or new run-
ners. He further explained the 
differences between the two 
main types of strawberries 
that grow well in New En-
gland, June Bearing and Day 
Neutral. 

“June Bearing varieties, 
as the name implies, they’re 
all harvested in June,” Galvan 
said. 

Regarding Day Neutral 
plants, he noted that “They’ll 
give you a small, sporadic 
harvest throughout the sea-
son, the whole season.” 

However, he cautioned 
that, “In order to keep that 
Day Neutral strawberry pro-
ducing, you have to cut the 
runner in order to get the next 
fruit.”  

Galvan provided practi-
cal guidance on things such 
as the recommended spacing 
for a raised bed garden and 
maintaining the proper soil 
conditions. 

“The soil pH for straw-
berries,” Galvan said, “is 
about 5.8 to 6.2, and that’s for 

blackberries and raspberries 
as well, in general,” adding, 
“You want well drained soil. 
You want some place that has 
full, full sun.” 

Regarding fertilizing the 
soil, Galvan said, “I always 
recommend that everybody, 
at the very beginning of the 
season, get a soil test done…..
It’ll give you an exact break-
down of all the nutrients that 
are in your soil so that you 
know what to buy and you’re 
not just throwing extra stuff in 
there.”

He stressed the need to 
provide proper winter frost 

protection for strawberries 
using straw, not hay. 

“Don’t put hay,” Galvin 
said. “because then you’ll 
put seeds into your beds.” He 
added the caution that “It’s 
very important to make sure 
that you put your winter pro-
tection on, but you also want 
to make sure that you take it 
off at the right time.” 

Switching to brambles -- 
blackberries and raspberries 
-- Galvan explained some 
of the different varieties and 
added, “You need to be mind-
ful of what you have, so that 
you manage it the right way.” 

He noted the different 

fruiting habits that can occur. 
“Summer-bearing rasp-

berries generally produce 
fruit on second-year canes, 
called floricanes. Fall-bear-
ing, or primocane-fruiting, 
raspberries can produce fruit 
on first-year canes later in the 
season,” Galvan said. 

Galvan provided an exten-
sive review of how brambles 
grow, produce fruit and re-
produce and how to identify 
the different kinds of growth 
(canes) they have, so that, 
“whenever you’re out there 
doing your pruning, you can 
know that you’re cutting the 
right thing.” 

He presented a slide with 
information about insect pests 
that raspberry plants can ex-
pect to encounter, noting that 
“these insects are also pres-
sures in the other berries that 
I was talking about, too.” 

“Diseases,” Galvan said, 
“can be a little bit tricky be-
cause you may not know what 
you’re looking at. A lot of 
these things look the same”, 
and advised contacting him 
for help. 

Turning to blueberry 
bushes, Galvan explained, 
“You’re going to treat (them) 
completely different than 
anything else in your garden. 

You’re going to have a sepa-
rate fertilizer regimen for it; 
you’re going to water it com-
pletely different; You’re going 
to have a complete different 
location.”

In addition to a lot of de-
tail on how blueberry bushes 
grow, practical tips for the 
audience included differences 
between young and old canes, 
the different buds produced 
and how and when to prune 
the bushes.

Galvin ended his talk with 
ways to contact the Extension 
Service with any questions.
•	 Soil & Plant Nutrient 

Testing Lab 
120 Paige Laboratory 
161 Holdsworth Way                 
Amherst MA 01003                         
Email: 
soiltest@umass.edu                

•	 Plant Diagnostic Lab 
#3 French Hall                      
230 Stockbridge Road               
Amherst MA 01003       
Email: 
umpdl@umass.edu  

•	 John Galvan 
101 French Hall 
230 Stockbridge Road 
Amherst MA 01003

    Email: 
    jgalvan@umass.edu 

Hampden Garden Club presents talk on berries

Turley photos by Harold Anderson

Here is John Galvan, M.S., Small Fruit Specialist, UMass 
Extension.

Information slides with QR codes for attendees to grab 
information about the berries presentation.

Minnechaug 
Land Trust 
volunteer trail 
maintenance 
hike this Fall

HAMPDEN - Mark your 
calendars. The Minnechaug 
Land Trust trail mainte-
nance team is happy to an-
nounce maintenance hikes 
in Hampden this Fall 2026. 

We will have a Goat 
Rock Fall Maintenance 
Hike on Saturday Oct. 10, 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Our  second fall 
maintenance  hike  takes 
place on  Saturday Oct. 
10, from  9:30 to 11:30 
a.m.  at  Goat Rock Conser-
vation Area.

Many hikers in Hamp-
den and the surrounding 
towns know and love Goat 
Rock and its trails. Due to 
the popularity of Goat Rock 
and its trail system, we will 
need volunteers to help 
with various tasks, includ-
ing  trash pickup, clearing 
weeds and brush from the 
three overlook vistas along 
the trails, and maintaining 
trail edges and boundaries.

Please  meet us at the 
trailhead in the Memori-
al Park parking lot  on Oct. 
10 at 9:30 a.m. Memorial 
Park is located at 495 Main 
Street, Hampden. Volun-
teers are welcome to meet 
up with us on the trails any-
time between 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. A digital copy of the 
trail map can be found on 
our website, www.Min-
nechaugLandTrust .org/
goat-rock-trail/ or searching 
Goat Rock Trail on the All-
trails App..

Come enjoy stellar views 
of the Valley while working 
together to preserve and en-
hance two of our favorite 
places to explore. Thank 
you for your support. With-
out you, our lovely trail 
systems, serene woodlands, 
and iconic views would 
not exist. Sturdy shoes, 
clothes that can get dirty, 
gloves, water, bug spray, 
and a backpack are recom-
mended; other tools will be 
provided. Both of our hikes 
are weather dependent and 
will be cancelled in the 
event of rain.  Questions 
can be emailed to jenn.bag-
ge@gmail.com  or Charlie 
Thompson at tcharles344@
gmail.com. 

be removed from libraries 
due to one’s own convictions.

Hampden Free Public 
Library is showing off their 
collection of banned books 
with a display that will be up 
throughout Banned Books 
Week. Stop by during their 
open hours and read the in-
fographics on the bulletin 
board to find out why peo-
ple challenged these books 
nationwide. Libraries are of-
ten the targets of censorship, 
but Hampden Public Library 
encourages transparency, di-
versity, and your freedom to 
read.

Oct. 10 concludes Banned 
Books Week with “Let Free-
dom Read” Day. This is the 
American Library Associa-
tion’s way to call citizens to 
action. Standing up to censor-
ship can take just five minutes 
and is as easy as following 
the Banned Books Coalition 
on social media or calling 
an elected representative and 
asking them to support your 
freedom to read!

BANNED BOOKS 
from page 1

Photo submitted by Hampden 
Library Intern Emma Grover

The Banned Books 
display at the Hampden

 Free Public Library.

WILBRAHAM - 
Please come and join the 
Wilbraham Women’s Club 
Annual Membership Tea. 
We are located at St. Ce-
cilia’s Parish Hall, on Main 
Street in Wilbraham. 

Oct. 8 at 11:30 a.m.. 
with lunch served at Noon. 
Our presentation, which 
will begin at approximate-
ly 1:15 p.m., will feature 
local Wilbraham authors, 
David and Kelly Bourcier 
who will speak about their 

newly released children’s 
book. “Marty’s Big Day on 
The Lake,” based on their 
dog a Shih Tzu named 
Marty. 

Books will be on hand 
for purchasing and signing. 
A perfect gift for a child, 
grandchild or just a special 
person. Please feel free to 
bring your friends. 

Please call Bobbi- Lee 
Nelson for a reservation if 
you are not a member 413-
427-9351.

Wilbraham Women’s Club 
Membership Tea Oct. 8
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH
FOR FALL FUN!

FALL FLAVORSFALL FLAVORS
New England Grown 

Honeycrisp, MacIntosh, 
Cortland Apples & More!
MACINTOSH APPLES

     5 lb Tote Bags $5.99

Decorate For Fall
PUMPKINS, PUMPKINS, PUMPKINS

Specialty Pumpkins 
Sugar Pumpkins
Face Pumpkins

Corn Stalks, Straw Bales, Gourds, Indian Corn
Witches, Scarecrows, Ghosts & Spiders!

In The Garden Center
Saturdays, Sundays & Columbus Day

              11AM – 4PM

Scarecrow Workshops
Make Your Own ScarecrowMake Your Own Scarecrow
“Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home“Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home

Family Fun Weekends!

Pumpkin Decorating Workshop
We Provide The Pumpkins & Decorations
“Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home

Free Family Fun!

October 17th & 18th
Twenty Prizes Plus Ten Charity Matches

$3,000 In Cash Prizes
Every Entry Receives A Gift

Randall’s Best Ever
Scarecrow Contest

YOUTH & ADULT
FIVE CATEGORIES ~ Best Overall, 

Most Traditional, Scariest, 
Most Creative and Funniest

Beautiful
HARDY MUMSHARDY MUMS  
Big Selection!Big Selection!
~ In Fabulous Fall Colors ~~ In Fabulous Fall Colors ~
Colorful Fall Patio PotsColorful Fall Patio Pots

FRESH APPLE CIDER DONUTS 
Fresh Sweet Cider
Pumpkin Muffins • Pumpkin Cake

Pumpkin Pies • Pumpkin Beer

     Elsie’s Creamery     Elsie’s Creamery
The Best Homemade Ice CreamThe Best Homemade Ice Cream

Window Service October WeekendsWindow Service October Weekends
Friday, Saturday, Sunday & Columbus Day

Last Day October 18th

Chuck The Chicken • Mini Hay Maze
“Funny Bone” Game • Bean Bag Toss

Duck Racing  & MORE!

• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - Highway 
Superintendent Marc Lan-
gone visited the Selectboard 
on Sept. 23 to present updates 
and requests from the High-
way Department.

The first item focused on a 
new loader.

“The last update I re-
ceived was it’s on schedule 
to be delivered mid-October,” 
Langone said.

He also had a question 
about a plow for a loader, 
which Chair John Flynn ex-
plained.

“Which couldn’t be paid 
for out of Chapter 90 funds,” 
Flynn said.

“Correct,” Langone said.
“It could be purchased as 

a warrant article in the fall. It 
could be paid for out of snow 
and ice,” Flynn said. “If we 
wanted to.”

Langone said the up-
dated price for this came in 
at $13,500 as opposed to 
the original estimation of 
$15,000 to $16,000.

“So, I’ll take it. I’ll take 
that and he did say, right 
now…so about a week and 
a half ago, the lead time was 
two to four weeks. Now the 
lead time is five weeks. So, 
that’s why I wanted to kind 
of jump on this sooner rather 
than later,” Langone said.

After Flynn and Select-
board Member Don Daven-
port agreed this could be paid 
for through the snow and ice 
account, it was moved and 
unanimously approved for 
authorization.

“That way it should be in 
for plenty of time for the sea-
son,” Flynn said. 

On requiring a trade-in, 
Langone said it did and when 
asked if he wanted to send it 
over in advance of the new 
loader arriving, he added it 
was fine because it wasn’t 
taking up a lot of space. 

Next on the list was a road 
surfacing and paving con-
tract.

“You put it out to bid. You 
got some nice numbers back,” 
Flynn said.

“We did. Surprisingly,” 
Langone said.

Flynn noted six people 
that were recommended, 
including Precise Paving, 
whose bid was $542,622.

“Good, because you had 
budgeted $692,405, which 
would—if we’re going to use 
those numbers—allow you 
$150,000 to retarget to other 
projects,” Flynn said. “And 
I’m going to assume you’re 
going to look over your list, 
the ones that didn’t make the 
cut—the phase b ones—you 
might shift something back 
on?”

“Correct. I have some 
ideas, but I’ll be looking at 
my road inventory list, and 
before I make any moves I’ll 
certainly come back before 
the board,” Langone said. 
“So, that $150,000 is an over-
all between the two different 
pools of money. So, what I 
need to do as well is refig-
ure—like the town hall proj-
ect—with the new unit prices 
and see where that’ll get be-
cause what happened was is 
all the unit prices came in a 
lot cheaper than I had ever ex-
pected. I was watching liquid 
asphalt rise about $100 more 
per gallon now than it was a 
year ago. Of course, diesel is 
up.”

Langone said in talking 
with some of the other esti-
mators, “I had some heavy 
numbers on my estimates.”

“And when these numbers 
came in, I was pleasantly sur-
prised,” Langone said. “So, I 
can refigure to see if there’s 
anything else we can do here 
at the town hall with the local 
money and then, yes, with the 
Chapter 90 money,” Langone 
said.

After the board reviewed 
the contracts, Langone added 
one was the general contract 
and the other is for Supple-
ment C for construction.

The board then unani-
mously approved the con-
tracts to Precise Paving.

Langone also provided an 
update on the South Bridge 
project.

“Last week, we received 
a letter from Northern stating 
that they had just received 
word back from MassDOT. 
Now, MassDOT kind of de-
layed their end of the process 
for about two months. I will 

say that our project wasn’t 
the only one affected by their 
delay,” Langone said. “So, 
they reached out and asked if 
it’s possible they could start 
phase one in the spring. It’s 
not official yet…”

Langone said the situation 
“could be just a blessing in 
disguise.”

“So, they won’t be chok-
ing down that road through 
the winter. However, they 
will still be doing some use-
ful work. They want to set a 
temporary eyebeam, they can 
do some abutment work and 
some wind wall work and 
some stuff like that and then 
come spring, we’ll get into 
closing the land down and 
starting phase one and then 
probably rolling right into 
phase two,” Langone said. 
“I don’t have any dates yet. 
This is unofficial. I’m waiting 
for confirmation this week. 
That’s the way it looks.”

One of his big questions 
concerned costs between now 
and then “because they hav-
en’t secured all of their ma-
terials.”

“This was VHB I was 
talking to. It was unofficially 
relayed to VHB that Mass-
DOT acknowledges that their 
delay not only held up not 
just ours, but other bridge 
projects and that, apparently, 
there’s plenty of money in the 
small bridge project pool and 
that any increases, MassDOT 
would cover,” Langone said. 
“Hopefully, there won’t be a 
lot.”

Once things are con-
firmed, Langone will again 
reach back out to the schools, 
there will be notices to resi-
dents and information posted 
online.

On the Milld Pond Road 
Bridge project, Langone ex-
plained in an email from last 
week, MassDOT awarded 
the contract to NEL and he 
was invited to a preconstruc-
tion meeting on Oct. 6 at the 
Northampton District 2 Of-
fice. 

“They’re going to get, I 
think, a little bit deeper into 
dates and stuff like that,” Lan-
gone said. 

Other bridge projects are 
still being discussed and in 
the works. 

Highway Dept. updates, requests 
presented to Selectboard

Wilbraham 
in-person 
early voting 
hours

WILBRAHAM - The 
State Election is being 
held on Tuesday, No-
vember 3, 2026 at Min-
nechaug Regional High 
School, 621 Main St. 

Registered voters in 
Massachusetts have the 
opportunity to cast their 
ballot in-person before 
the State Election. In-per-
son early voting for Wil-
braham registered voters 
is being held at the Wil-
braham Town Hall, 240 
Springfield Street, on the 
following dates and times: 
Hours of Early Voting: 

Saturday, Oct. 17 7 
a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Monday, Oct. 19 thru 
Friday, Oct. 23, 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Oct. 24 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Monday, Oct. 26 thru 
Friday, Oct. 30 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. 

Note: The ballot is two 
pages, the first page is 
double sided.

For more information 
visit our website at Wil-
braham-ma.gov or con-
tact the Wilbraham Town 
Clerk’s Office with any 
questions. (413) 596-2800 
x200 or Clerks@Wilbra-
ham-ma.gov.

Heritage Pops 
Orchestra 
Ballroom 
Dance

LUDLOW – The Her-
itage Pops Orchestra will 
be holding a Ballroom 
Dance event on Friday, 
Oct. 2.

The Heritage Pops Or-
chestra will perform for 
your dancing and listening 
pleasure from 7 to 9:30 
p.m.

Tickets are $10 per 
person and the event takes 
place at the Polish Amer-
ican Citizens Club at 355 
East Street in Ludlow.

We hope to see you 
there.

WILBRAHAM  -  Wilbra-
ham Friends of the Library 
(WFOL), a non-profit com-
mitted to raising funds for the 
Wilbraham Public Library, is 
holding a clothing and textile 
drive on Saturday, Oct. 17 
from 8 a.m. to Noon.

During back-to-school 
season, remember the WFOL 
as you sort through your kids 
closets and drawers. And 
don’t stop there…clean out 
that linen closet and the old 
dresser in the guest room. 

Bag up all the extra clothing 
and textiles that are just clog-
ging up your home. Clothing, 
shoes, purses, sheets & blan-
kets, curtains - give them a 
new lease on life!

Millions of pounds of 
clothing and household tex-
tiles used to end up in U.S. 
landfills each year. Current 
Massachusetts laws ban dis-
posal of textiles, easing the 
burden on landfills but leav-
ing some to wonder just what 
to do with it all. The WFOL 

Clothing & Household Textile 
Drive gives you the opportu-
nity to take responsible action 
through donations and upcy-
cling.

The Friends will receive a 
per pound payment for these 
items which will go directly 
to the library for programs, 
museum passes, equipment, 
and other needed items. The 
donated items will be given a 
second life with new owners - 
at an affordable price - instead 
of adding to the already over-

whelming landfill situation.
Join us with your clothing 

drive donations on Oct. 17, 
learn more about the Friends, 
and receive a coupon for a 
free book at our Annual Book 
Sale which is scheduled to 
take place in May 2027.

For more information on 
the Wilbraham Friends of the 
Library visit them on the web 
at  http://wilbrahamlibrary.
org/friends.asp, on Facebook 
or via email at  wfol.info@
gmail.com.

WFOL Clothing and Household Textile Drive to benefit all
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

Give us a call today 
for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by 
a ISA certified arborist

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

■ Tree Removal  
■ Structural Pruning
■ Crane Service
■ Storm Damage
■ Stump Grinding
■ Lot Clearing
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lb
$199

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
10/1/26-10/7/2610/1/26-10/7/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN

COCONUT CREAM PIE 27 OZ .......

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW SHRIMP SHELL ON
13/15 COUNT 2 LB BAG ...................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN READY TO COOK

FLOUNDER FISH
BREADED ...........................................

$177USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .............

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$529

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

TAILGATE SPECIALS
lb $1998

USDA INSP. 
VIRGINIA HAM ......................
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$399

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BABY BACK
PORK RIBS 2 PAK ....................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN
ASSORTED CHOPS..............

USDA INSP. STOREMADE KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

BONELESS PORK BUTT STRIPS ....
USDA INSP. STOREMADE ITALIAN MARINATED

BONELESS CHICKEN BREASTS .. lb

lb
$335

$399

$599
ea

lb

BEEF WHOLE 
EYE ROUND

BEEF T’BONE or 
PORTERHOUSE STEAKS

$499
lb

$229
lb

$188
lb

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

WHOLE WHOLE 
oror HALF HALF

$499

$998
lb

$177USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ........... lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

  

KNOW BEFORE YOU VOTE

9 BALLOT QUESTIONS.
ONE INFORMED VOTE.

SAVE THE DATE
Wednesday, October 7th

6:30 PM - 8:30 PM
Wilbraham Senior Center

OPEN TO ALL ELIGIBLE VOTERS

Come informed. Stay engaged.
Make your voice count.

The Wilbraham Democratic Town Committee and Wilbraham
Republican Town Committee invite residents to an

informational community forum focused on the nine statewide
ballot questions before Massachusetts voters this election.

Learn more about what will be on your ballot and get informed
before you vote.

WILBRAHAM COMMUNITY FORUM

Additional event details to follow

Register Here: https://mobilize.us/s/tx6xd4

information-gathering event 
and hopefully the parents and 
scouts are interested enough 
and then we kick off the year. 
So, we get them ready for 
some fun stuff,” Choinski 
said. “The inflatable archery 
set that we have too, that is 
actually from council. Coun-
cil has materials for us to just 
go out and get kids to come 
out and see how fun scouting 
is.”

Choinski explained the 
event helps newer parents 
understand what the pack is 
about, how they’re structured 
and what they offer. He was 
thrilled with the turnout. 

“This is awesome. This 
is probably the biggest turn-
out we’ve had since COVID, 
so this is super awesome,” 
Choinski said. “It just shows 
that parents are interested in 
learning about scouting, the 
good things that we do and 
just how to teach their kids 
just about nature and be a 
good steward for society and 
people in general.”

He added that after scout-
ing changed a couple of years 
ago, girls can now be part of 
the pack.

“We’ve had two girls in 
the pack that have been here 
for a couple years. Now, 
they’ve had other siblings 
come through so they joined 
too, so it’s a lot of fun,” Cho-
inski said.

For Choinski, he enjoys 
seeing the kids have fun.

“Getting them to teach 
some basic life skills as 
they’re getting older. Espe-
cially as they get into their 
fourth and fifth grade year 
and just them having fun and 
just being with each other,” 
Choinski said. “Being able to 
be kids and do fun things. A 
little bit of hiking, a little bit 
of arts and crafts type activi-
ties and just getting active and 
getting out behind the screen. 
Very much against screens 
here, it’s get out in nature, do 
something that will stimulate 
your brain.”

Choinski also emphasized 
the community aspect as well.

“We do what we can to do 
community events. We try to 
help out the church in the fall 
and we’ll do leaf cleanup for 
them. We’ve been involved in 
the past two years in the Wil-
braham Clean Up Day, so we 
definitely have a pretty big 
presence there and, really, a 
lot of the trail maintenances,” 
Choinski said. “Maybe not so 

much at the Cub Scout level, 
but definitely when they get 
up to the older troop level, 
they’re doing volunteering 
activities, they’re cleaning up 
trails. Especially when they 
get to become Eagles, they’re 
doing volunteer projects and 
everything. So Cub Scouts, 
it’s prepping them to become 
those older scouts that know 
that volunteering for the com-
munity is the right thing to do 
and it just helps out so many 
people.”

Choinski is looking for-
ward to the new scouting 
year.

“We’re doing a few new 
things this year. We’re try-
ing to camp this fall, which 
we typically go camp in the 
spring, but we’re doing in the 
fall here. We’re changing up 
some of what we’ve done in 
the past. We’re adding the 
walk at Silver Bells; we’re 

doing that in the December 
timeframe. We haven’t done 
that before as a pack,” Cho-
inski said. “We’re going to 
Battleship Cove again in the 
spring, which that’s a lot of 
fun. You get to sleep out on 
a destroyer for the night and 
kind of get reign of the ship 
after it closes down.”

There’s also the annual 
Egg Drop in the spring with 
the fire department.

“The fire department loves 
it,” Choinski said. 

His message was this for 
the families. 

“Thanks for showing up 
and I’m hoping that we have 
a good year to keep your kids 
engaged and learning,” Cho-
inski said. 

For anyone who wants to 
check out Cub Scout Pack 
177, visit beascout.org and 
email pack177wma@gmail.
com.

SCOUTS from page 1

This posterboard highlights the past activities done with Cub Scout Pack 177.

The water balloon launcher was another highlight for the kids.

Time for some archery. Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

WILBRAHAM - The 
Mass Learning Project, 
the One8 Foundation and 
Project Lead the Way 
(PLTW) will recognize the 
five schools in the Hamp-
den-Wilbraham Regional 
School District with a Com-
munity Award for outstand-
ing commitment to hands-
on science and engineering 
education at the MA PLTW 
Fall Conference on October 
19, 2026.

Mile Tree School, Stony 
Hill School, Soule Road 
School, Green Meadows 
School and Wilbraham 
Middle School will be hon-
ored with the PLTW School 
Participation Award. This 
award is given to schools 
whose PLTW student par-
ticipation meets or exceeds 
MA implementation guid-
ance—a threshold the dis-
trict achieved by engaging 
100% of its elementary stu-
dents. Notably, this is the 
5th year that the elementary 
schools have received this 
award and the first for Wil-
braham Middle School.

PLTW is a leading na-
tionwide provider of K–12 
STEM (science, technolo-
gy, engineering, and math) 
curricula and teacher train-
ing. Through its applied 
learning approach, students 
work through compel-
ling, real-world problems 
using the same tools and 
problem-solving strate-
gies deployed by industry 
professionals.   In Hamp-
den-Wilbraham, science 
specialists lead these inter-
active units after undergoing 
specialized training and on-
going professional develop-
ment to bring the material to 
life in the classroom.

This award reflects 
HWRSD’s multi-year 
commitment to expand-
ing STEM education dis-
trict-wide.  Building on a 
strong foundation, the dis-
trict expanded PLTW into 
the middle school.  Last 
year, creative scheduling 
and program enhancements 

increased student participa-
tion, earning the Wilbraham 
Middle School this recog-
nition.  PLTW now reaches 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School, supporting its In-
novation Career Pathway in 
Advanced Manufacturing 
with advanced coursework.

HWRSD Schools earn Project 
Lead the Way Honor

HWRSD students presenting to an industry professional at 
PLTW Conference.

HWRSD students at the PLTW Conference.

SCHOOLS

BOSTON - The follow-
ing local residents were 
named to the 2026 spring 
semester dean’s list at Sim-
mons University in Boston.

* Kayleigh Kinsman, 
Wilbraham

* Julia Long, Wilbraham

To qualify for dean’s 
list status, undergradu-
ate students must obtain a 
grade point average of 3.5 
or higher, based on 12 or 
more credit hours of work in 
classes using the letter grade 
system.

MANCHESTER, NH - 
It is with great pleasure that 
Southern New Hampshire 
University (SNHU) con-
gratulates the following stu-
dents on being named to the 
Summer 2026 President’s 
List. The summer terms run 
from May to August.

Full-time undergraduate 
students who have earned 
a minimum grade-point av-
erage of 3.700 and above 

for the reporting term are 
named to the President’s 
List. Full-time status is 
achieved by earning 12 
credits over each 16-week 
term or paired 8-week terms 
grouped in fall, winter/
spring, and summer.

John Hubbard 
of Wilbraham

Sabrina Siciliano
 of Wilbraham

SNHU announces Summer 
2026 President’s List

Local residents named to 
Simmons University Dean’s List

URI celebrates 
new graduates

KINGSTON, R.I. - 
The University of Rhode 
Island celebrated more 
4,000 of its newest alum-
ni during the University’s 
2026 Commencement. 
Approximately 3,800 un-
dergraduate degrees and 
900 graduate degrees 
were conveyed to students 
during the ceremonies 
which took place May 15-
17, 2026.

Among the graduates 
were:

Thomas Leary of 
Hampden graduated with 
a Bachelor of Arts, Com-
munication Studies

Casey Bottass of 
Hampden graduated with 
a Bachelor of Arts, Psy-
chology

Madelynn Grono 
of Wilbraham graduated 
with a Bachelor of Arts, 
Public Relations

Zachary Capen of 
Wilbraham graduated 
with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Business Admin-
istration, Supply Chain 
Management
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VIEWPOINTS

Letters to the editor should be 
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter writers to 
include his or her town of residence 
and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal 
attacks, defamation of character and 
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by 
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor, 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly correct 

factual errors that appear in this paper 
and can be substantiated. Corrections 
or clarifications will always appear on 
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail 
or mailed communication to the editor 
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 
is published every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc. One year out of town 
subscriptions are available at $45, out 
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission 
of news material, letters to the editor 
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Editorial 
Policy

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Wilbraham-Hampden 

Times welcomes readers to 
participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to 
the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent 
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed 
to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
krivers@turley.com. Please include 
a daytime telephone number for 
verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered 
for that Thursday’s newspaper. 
No attack letters will be printed. 
No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy 
will be printed. If the volume of 
letters received is larger than the 
space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, 
the newspaper reserves the right 
to print a representative sample. 
No endorsement letters will be 
printed in the last edition before the 
election. 

For more information, call the 
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election 

coverage, the newspaper plans to 
print stories about contested races 
for Congress, state Senate, state 
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well 
as a question-and-answer voters 
guide. In order to ensure fairness 
to all candidates, no political press 
releases will be printed, nor will 
reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to 
further publicize their candidacy, 
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid 
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden 
Times.

The Wilbraham-Hampden

TIMES

EDITOR
Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Jordan Conrad

jconrad@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times 
is published every Thursday by 

Turley Publications, Inc., 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. 

Telephone (413) 283-8393, 
Fax  (413) 289-1977. 

WEB
wilbrahamhampden

times.turley.com

PHONE
(413) 283-8393

ADDRESS
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

By Brandice J. O’Brien
Marketing and Communi-
cations Manager, Greater 

Springfield Habitat for 
Humanity

WEST SPRINGFIELD - 
Springfield resident and dis-
abled Army veteran James 
knows what goes into home-
ownership. For years, he’s put 
in the time, work, and money 
it takes to maintain the place 
he calls home. James, who 
shares the two-story home 
with his wife Tanya, pur-
chased the house in 2010 and 
has since replaced the siding, 
interior doors, and windows. 

But some repairs are big-
ger and costlier than a veter-
an can tackle alone. That’s 
where Greater Springfield 
Habitat for Humanity (GSH-
FH) comes in. Through our 
Veterans Build Home Preser-
vation program and with sup-
port from The Home Depot 
Foundation, we’re partnering 
with James to address nec-
essary exterior repairs to his 
East Springfield home. 

“I’m thrilled to work with 
Habitat,” said James. “They 
are professional and courte-
ous. Joe is hilarious and Ed-
gar is so punctual and metic-
ulous.”

GSHFH’s Veterans Build 
Home Preservation program 
is a part of a national initiative 
to provide housing solutions 
to U.S. veterans, military 
service members, and their 
families. Services include 
accessibility modifications 
for bathrooms and kitchens, 
ramps, roof repair/replace-
ment, weatherization, heat-
ing system upgrades, porch/
stair repairs, and hard surface 
flooring to help with mobility.

The Home Depot Founda-
tion provides grant funding to 
Habitat for Humanity affiliates 
across the country through its 
Repair Corps grant. To qual-
ify, an honorably discharged 
veteran must live in the home 

full time, although the veteran 
doesn’t need to own it.

At James’ home, Greater 
Springfield Habitat Construc-
tion Manager Joe Schebel 
and Staffer Edgar Herrera are 
replacing decayed decking, 
faulty wiring, and a broken 
sliding door. A subcontractor 
will fix the crumbling chim-
ney.

James said he learned 
about GSHFH’s Veterans 
Build Home Preservation pro-
gram through fellow veterans 
Bruce and Wayne, whom he 
met through the U.S. De-
partment of Veterans Affairs 
(VA). Greater Springfield 
Habitat had replaced the back 
deck on Bruce’s Pine Point 
colonial and completed re-
pairs at Wayne’s West Spring-
field mobile home. Earlier 
this year, James reached out 
to Aimee Giroux, GSHFH ex-
ecutive director, and inquired 
about the program.

“I was very excited and 
pleased to see the final prod-
uct at their homes,” James 
said. “I was told — and 
warned — the process takes a 
while. I applied in March, and 
here we are.”

For James and Tanya, the 
repairs will do more than 
address a worn deck, faulty 
door, electrical outlet, and 
damaged chimney. They will 
help preserve the home the 
couple has invested in for 
many years and allow them to 
continue living there safely.

“James has put years of 
work and care into his home, 
and we’re honored to help 
him protect that investment,” 
Aimee said. “Our Veterans 
Build Home Preservation 
program is about standing 
alongside those who served 
and helping them remain 
safely and securely in the 
homes they love.”

Preserving home, honoring service

James proudly stands in front of his East Springfield home.

Edgar Herrera of Greater 
Springfield Habitat for 
Humanity’s construction 
crew measures a board while 
working on James’ new deck.

James’ backyard deck being 
replaced: James’ deck while 
its under construction.

I have to say that today I 
am having a hard time 
thinking of something 

to write about.  
As I scan 

my mind 
of all the 
season-
al gar-
dening 
t o p -
ics, I 
come up 
b l a n k . 
Winter squash? Done it. 
Mums? Ditto. Seed saving. 
Yup.  

So, on this rainy Sun-
day, I give you all the luck 
of the draw. I will grab a 
gardening book off of my 
shelf, twirl the pages, and 
where my finger lands, I 
will expound on the sub-
ject.  It may not be autum-
nal, but it will be interest-
ing, I guarantee that.  

Here we go…
The book I grabbed 

from the shelf was “The 
Dirt Cheap Green Thumb,” 
by Rhonda Massingham 
Hart.  My finger landed on 
page 189, with the head-
ing “Raise Your Beds, Not 
Your Expenses.”  

I have some experience 
with raised beds. In my 
home garden I have four 
rock-edged beds. Prior to 
that I had beds edged in 
pine slabs.  

My friend uses hem-
lock edged beds and is 
happy with them. I envy 
how neat and orderly they 
are. Another friend is using 
galvanized metal beds this 
year. They seem to be all 
the rage.  

Her tomatoes and pep-
pers continue to produce 
like gangbusters even late 
in the season. She has just 
gotten back into gardening 
after a two year hiatus and I 
am proud of her and happy 
she has been so successful.

Let’s begin our chat 
with some of the advantag-
es of raised bed gardening.  

The first one that comes 
to mind is that you can be 
selective about the soil you 
fill it with. I’ve enjoyed 
using the Coast of Maine 
Raised Bed Mix.  

Blending loam and 
aged manure or compost 
at a 2 to 1 ratio is another 
option. Additionally, raised 
beds make it easy to con-
centrate fertilizers where 
they are needed.  

In large garden plots 
we often broadcast fertiliz-
ers and other amendments 
throughout the bed. Some 
inevitably gets wasted in 
walkways or around hills 
of plants.  

Raised beds can be con-
structed to suit your needs. 
I wanted to be able to reach 
into the middle of my beds 
from either side, so they are 
about four feet wide.  

Some gardeners con-
struct them 36 inches wide 
so there is less of a stretch.  

In my four beds, I have 
a pretty good crop rotation 
system going. Each crop 
does a slide to the next 
bed each year. That way 
it is four years before on-

ions are grown in the same 
space.  

Another interesting 
thing I have set up is that 

onions, for exam-
ple, follow 

melons 
in my 

r o t a -
t i o n . 
I 

g r o w 
the melons 

on black 
plastic. All season long 
the black plastic is limit-
ing weeds from germinat-
ing, so that hopefully next 
year, the onions, who hate 
weeds, will see less weed 
pressure.  

Raised beds warm up 
quicker in the spring, and 
stay warmer later into the 
fall. Sometimes the edging 
material helps with that.  

My rock beds, for ex-
ample, hold heat. So does 
the metal to some degree. 

In mid spring, prior to 
the frost-free date, raised 
beds can be easily fitted 
with hoops on which plas-
tic or polyester row covers 
can be draped to offer even 
more frost protection. They 
can also be covered with 
the black plastic I men-
tioned to grow crops like 
melons or peppers, who 
appreciate the heat.

With raised beds you 
will likely never need your 
rototiller. Beds can effort-
lessly be turned over by 
hand from either side. Typ-
ically, unless you walk all 
over them, the soil in the 
raised beds stays nice and 
friable, as well.  

If I need to get into my 
beds, say to separate crops, 
sometimes I will position a 
plank across the width of 
the bed, and step on that to 
disperse my weight, there-
fore avoiding compaction. 
Plants always grow better 
in loose soil.

I almost forgot the ob-
vious! Raised beds are eas-
ier to work with. Beds are 
typically a foot or so tall, 
sometimes a bit taller.  

Bring out a short stool 
to the garden and you can 
comfortably sit and work 
in the beds. No more long 
periods of stooping or 
crouching.  

Well, I hope you en-
joyed reading this luck of 
the draw column as much 
as I did writing it! And if 
you haven’t gardened in a 
couple of years, give raised 
beds a try and maybe you 
will be as fortunate as my 
friend, with six foot tomato 
plants still going strong at 
the end of September!

Roberta McQuaid 
graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agri-
culture at the University 
of Massachusetts. For 34 
years she has held the po-
sition of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it 
to pouimette@turley.com 
with “Gardening Ques-
tion” in the subject line. 

Raised beds? Why not!

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Submitted Photo by Dawn Rudnansky
wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com
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COMMUNITY
BULLETIN BOARD

Readers are encouraged to send in 
medium to high resolution photos 

for this page by e-mail to 
krivers@turley.com or

mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 

WILBRAHAMWILBRAHAM
HAMPDENHAMPDEN

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Send us in
your 

announcements!
Happy Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run 

here free of charge, please keep it 

to less than 50 words.

Please send to krivers@turley.com

2133 Boston Road
 Wilbraham 

413.271.1208 
Reservations 

Recommended
Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm
Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm

 Sun. 12-8pm

ASK ABOUT HAVING YOUR SPECIAL EVENT WITH US!

Join us for wonderful 
Italian Cuisine 

and enjoy 
Live Music 

too!

 Via Appia Via Appia
 R I S T O R A N T E

Friday 
Oct. 2

LIVIO

Saturday
Oct. 3

PETER 
NEWLAND

Friday
Oct. 9

BAIRD SOULS

Saturday
Oct. 10

BRAD SHEPARD

Friday 
Oct. 16
FREDDIE
MARION

Saturday
Oct. 17

FRANK 
SERAFINO

Friday 
Oct. 30

FLOYD 
PATTERSON

Saturday
Oct. 31
CHARLIE

BONGIOVI

Friday 
Oct. 23

LUTHER

Saturday
Oct. 24

ATOA 
RIPLEY

Some WMS eighth graders vol-
unteered on Sat., Sept. 19 at 
the Connecticut River Conser-

vancy’s 30th Annual Source to Sea 
Clean-up. We hauled away 45 bags 
of trash totaling about 1,125 lbs.

Cool cause and a great day!
The WMS group was one of 

over 100 registered groups to take 
part in the cleanup and also submit-
ted a video story after completion to 
showcase their work.

The sponsors were USA Waste, 
All American Waste and The An-
tonacci Family Foundation as pre-
senting sponsors, Eversource, The 
Walker Group, Hypertherm Asso-
ciates Hope Foundation and Berk-
shire Home Company as Watershed 
& Tributary Sponsors and Aquarion 
Water Company, Connecticut River 
Gateway Commission, Greenfield 
Savings Bank and Savings Bank of 
Walpole as Stream Sponsors and 
many more. Hampden Garden ClubHampden Garden Club 

WMS Source to Sea Clean Up

Submitted photos and caption Amy Schulze

Bridge of FlowersBridge of Flowers

Submitted photos and caption Sue Austin

The Hampden Garden Club marked the end of summer 
with a field trip to the Bridge of Flowers in Shelburne 
Falls. It was a beautiful day and the day was complete 

with lunch at the Shelburne Falls Pub and Brew. 
Please consider joining the Club and enjoying our gar-

den events and guest speakers in 2027. New members are 
always appreciated and welcomed.

visits
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. “Wicker Man” actor Nic
  5. Protection
  8. Cloth worn over a 

shoulder
 12. Ceramic jars
 14. Midway between 

northeast and east
 15. South American 

hummingbird
 16. Platforms
 18. Taxi
 19. Mild yellow Dutch 

cheese made in balls
 20. A citizen of Yemen
 21. Military mailbox
 22. Nuclear near reach 

weapon
 23. Clears
 26. Broken
 30. Actress Lathan
 31. Avid fan

 32. One and only
 33. Proceeding
 34. River in Portugal and 

Spain
 39. Doctor of Education
 42. Defeat handily
 44. Less complicated
 46. Handyman tools
 47. Written works
 49. Castle dweller’s safety 

net
 50. Honorable title 

(Turkish)
 51. Greatest
 56. Can do
 57. A place to sleep on 

the road
 58. Member of U.S. Navy
 59. 24-hour units of time
 60. Actor Horsley
 61. In a way, sounds off
 62. Formerly (archaic)

 63. Eye infection
 64. Plundered

CLUES DOWN
  1. William __, Buffalo Bill
  2. Wings
  3. Candle or lantern
  4. Freedom from difficulty
  5. A type of pie
  6. Metrical foot
  7. __ Kerr, actress
  8. Nap
  9. Popular singer Bocelli
 10. Immune responses
 11. “Mad Men” leading man
 13. A citizen of Senegal
 17. Philly basketball player
 24. Not even
 25. Measures wind speed
 26. Insecticide
 27. Jordan glided through it
 28. Bird-like dinosaur genus

 29. Expression of 
satisfaction

 35. Big Blue
 36. One point east 

(clockwise) of due north
 37. Of she
 38. Oral rehydration solution
 40. Knocks off course
 41. Popular cop show of 

yesteryear
 42. Zhou dynasty state
 43. Genus of gulls
 44. Onion flatbreads
 45. Declare as true
 47. Of a lobe
 48. Missouri county
 49. Produced
 52. Volcanic crater
 53. Off-Broadway theater 

award
 54. KU hoops coach Bill
 55. Check for
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Town boards joint meeting
During last Wednesday’s 

hour-plus discussion, Hamp-
den Selectboard Chair John 
Flynn said he felt the last 
conversation the two boards 
had was “we were good with 
95% of the stuff proposed by 
DESE (Department of Ele-
mentary and Secondary Edu-
cation) and the School Com-
mittee.”

“We were still having 
an issue with the regional 
agreement was going to be 
talking about a non-region-
al building and we felt that 
a great solution to that was 
the MOU (Memorandum 
of Understanding) that both 
boards and the 75 attorneys 
employed by everybody were 
going to work on,” Flynn 
said. “The MOU started out 
good, but then, in our opin-
ion, it went off the rails a little 
bit because it seemed a little 
open-ended going forward. 
We had that process where 
we met graciously in your 
office and we addressed what 
was coming up in the coming 
fiscal year for maintenance 
issues at Wilbraham Middle 
School and how they could 
be a portion between the two 
communities, and we left that 
meeting with an agreement 
that both communities would 
put that on a future town 
meeting warrant to pay for 
the FY27 emergency repairs, 
if you will, for Wilbraham 
Middle School.”

Flynn added, in the 
board’s opinion, that process 
should be mentioned in the 
MOU of WMS developing a 
list of emergency needs and a 
joint meeting with representa-
tives between the two boards 
and school department held 
to discuss and “come up with 
a mutual agreement and bring 
it forth to the towns for that 
fiscal year.”

“And go in, add an item 
until, God willing, the Core 
program acknowledges and 
we get a new structure some-
where and we would just keep 
repeating that process on an 
annual basis because it works 
so well this year,” Flynn said. 
“It seemed like the language 
of the MOU at the beginning 
talked about future years; 
they would just be give you 
the list. We like the discussion 
part. It seemed it worked so 
well and that wasn’t the way 
it was framed, I thought.”

Wilbraham Select Board 
Chair Marc Ducey recapped 
the MSBA’s visit to the mid-
dle school, which took place 
on Sept. 16, saying he felt it 
went “extraordinarily well.”

“Very informative. They 
went through a laundry 
list—a checklist, almost—
of school issues, trying to 
get a deep understanding of 
where the deficiencies of the 
school was, and I thought that 
it was very obvious to me at 
the end of that discussion—
which lasted for some period 
of time—I think it was led 
by their architect, if I’m not 
mistaken, the MSBA’s archi-
tect,” Ducey said. “I thought 
it was very clear to me that 
this school is a very strong 
candidate for their MSBA 
program.”

Two concerns that came 
up, Ducey said, pertained to 
community support regard-
ing “what level of community 
support can you garner for a 
program” and “how will you 
educate yourself on how other 
communities have done it or 
where it hasn’t gone so well 
with other communities” and 
“who’s going to pay for this 
building or the repairs to this 
building.”

“They made a comment 
that would this be just Wil-
braham and we then said, 
‘Well, no, it wouldn’t be’ 
and then they started talking 
about the regional agreement. 
So, there was significant con-
cern on their part about the 
regional agreement,” Ducey 
said. “I think for us to put 
the best foot forward, it is in-
cumbent upon us to get this 
resolved…they’re going to 
vote on it Dec. 9. So it is in-
cumbent upon us, I think, to 
do everything we can possi-
bly do. It probably means no 
one’s going to be perfectly 
happy, but sometimes, don’t 
let perfection get in the way 
of good, right? I mean, we 
have to make progress here. 
And so, I look forward to 
talking about that specifically 
because I think we have to get 
this done in order to put our 
best foot forward for the Core 
program.”

After Flynn later said 
he thought “we had a good 
solution” through the MOU 
to address the regional issue, 
Ducey shared this was dis-
cussed with Town Attorney 
Brian Winner, who explained 
it would accomplish that and 
is “perfectly legal.”

Ducey also emphasized 
having a plan in place in case 
the Core program application 
does not succeed.

“It’s a contract basically 
between the three parties, the 
schools and both towns, and 
I was concerned around that 
could the MOU override the 
regional agreement. He says, 
‘I don’t think it can override 
it, but it can certainly add to 
it.’ Fill in details and that is a 
very viable solution,” Ducey 
said. “So, I think we need to 
resolve the regional agree-
ment prior so that we can get 
it approved for town meet-
ings. In the meantime, we 
need to get the MOU resolved 
so that we can support it at a 
town meeting.”

Wilbraham Select Board 
Vice Chair Sue Bunnell said 
she was open to having an 
MOU.

“I don’t see the harm in 
an MOU and I appreciate the 
fact that it provides flexibili-
ty in terms of being adjusted 
as necessary, subject to what 
the district brings forward as 
the sort of one-year snapshot 
attention the building needs, 
as you said, John, to provide a 
safe and reasonable environ-
ment for kids for both towns,” 
Bunnell said.  

Selectboard Member Don 
Davenport later expressed his 
concerns about costs and how 
items at the middle school 
were not addressed before. 

“If we’re going to talk 
about spending $150 million 
for a new school, I think the 
people should know how 
much it’s going to cost or 
what it’s going to cost them. 
There’s been no communi-
ty involvement; the School 
Committee doesn’t even go 
to the damn meeting with the 
MSBA. How are we supposed 
to have any credibility with 
this?” Davenport said.  

The overall discussion fo-
cused on how to address the 
MOU supplement, reviewing 
the language in the regional 
agreement and additional in-
formation to include. 

School Committee Recap
The following evening, 

Provost explained the MOU 
has been delegated to Winner 
to revise a draft of an amend-
ed agreement already drafted 
in the past and present it to the 
town attorney for Hampden 
and the School Committee’s 
attorney for “potential ratifi-
cation at a later date.”

“I think both sides, espe-
cially the town of Hampden, 
see the two documents as go-
ing hand in hand, so there’s 
kind of a parallel process, but 
a process that has to happen 
in sequence with each other 
so the two pieces are linked,” 
Provost said. “Although I 
think there’s a greater ur-
gency around the regional 
agreement because that also 
had the element of needing 
to go to the Department of 
Education for its legal review 
and the Department of Ed is 
a fourth party to that agree-
ment. So, that is going to take 
some time.”

After noting the urgency 
of the regional agreement in 
terms of the MSBA senior 
project study, Provost add-
ed how the boards came to 
a two-term definition for the 
schools as opposed to a three-
term definition.

“That might give us some 
leverage to move beyond the 
problem we have in section 
four. Section four, current 
paragraph D, tries to talk 
about the middle school in 
its current state and in its fu-
ture state and all the different 
iterations of possible future 
states, and that I think is in 
large part—as I was reflecting 
on this—the regional agree-
ment talks about three types 
of schools. There are elemen-
tary schools, middle schools 
and the regional high school,” 
Provost said. “And so, we’re 
trying to find language that 
will harmonize with potential 
future outcomes for the mid-
dle school.”

Provost said the boards 
also discussed “what if we 
think about, really, we only 
need to talk about leased 
schools and regional build-
ings.”

“That doesn’t really mat-
ter whether they’re elemen-
tary, middle or high schools. 
If you stay within that sort of 
two-option framework, you 
don’t even need that para-
graph that we’ve been try-
ing to write for the past 18 
months,” Provost said. 

The proposed language 
the committee had explained 
how costs are portioned for a 
leased building and the appor-
tionment of costs for a region-
ally-owned building.

“So, if you think about it 
in those two terms, then you 
don’t need that paragraph,” 
Provost said.

After reviewing revisions 

Provost made earlier that day 
to compound with the new 
proposed language, another 
change made was in Para-
graph A with language that 
would be retained from the 
currently approved agree-
ment.

“This is based on conver-
sations that were had around 
potential need to clarify for 
future committees and fu-
ture Select Boards. The cap-
ital costs include all these 
things, the enquiring of land, 
the cost of constructing and 
reconstructing and adding to 
buildings, the cost to remod-
el, making extraordinary re-
pairs to the buildings includ-
ing, without limitation, cost 
of original equipment and 
furnishings to the buildings, 
additions, plans, architects, 
consultants, fees for grading 
and costs,” Provost said. “In-
cidental replacing schools 
and buildings in addition to 
premises in operating condi-
tions.”

The other changes fo-
cused on future proofing the 
agreement “around terms 
of future leases around the 
leased schools” and a change 
in Paragraph E, section three, 
with language pertaining to 
the current three-term type 
of school definition by taking 
out elementary and middle 
schools and replacing it with 
“town-owned schools.”

Provost also clarified the 
committee was told through-
out the senior project study 
two outcomes could occur: 
being invited into the 270-
day eligibility period or being 
asked to resubmit the next 
year.

“So, I don’t think it should 
be, in my opinion, considered 
if the board doesn’t vote to 
advance the project in De-
cember that the project has 
failed. I think it just means 
that, to a certain extent, it’s 
like playing poker. It’s not 
the cards you’re holding, it’s 
the other hands you have to 
beat and they’re looking at 
different needs across the 
Commonwealth and we don’t 
know what other projects 
they’re looking at,” Provost 
said. 

He also addressed Dav-
enport’s comment about the 
School Committee’s partic-
ipation in the MSBA visit to 
WMS, sharing emails that 
outlined the process for form-
ing the representation for the 
Senior Program Study Team. 

“There were a specific 
list of people that they were 
looking for,” Provost said. 
“’The MSBA encourages the 
following individuals to be 
in attendance from the dis-
trict. The superintendent and 
the principal, a school facili-
ty team member—preferably 
the individual that’s most fa-
miliar with the facility and its 
systems. Additionally, if this 
person is not the same indi-
vidual for municipal build-
ings, please also invite the 
municipal official who can 
speak generally about pre-
vious public capital projects 
and sharing local require-
ments when considering a 
local municipal building proj-
ect and individuals that are 
well-versed in local funding 
capacity for potential build-
ing project from the regional 
district.’”

The goals were facili-
ty-based, he added, to review 
the deficiencies explained 
in the statement of interest 
(SOI) and directly talk to peo-
ple in the building—including 
the principal and people who 
maintain the building—about 
the challenges, along with 
talking with town officials 
about “the capacity to fund 
locally and the process they 
would have to go through 
in order to appropriate local 
funds needed for the project.”

He was also asked to pro-
vide a list of individuals in ad-
vance for the MSBA review, 
which “was found to be ac-
ceptable and in line with what 
the MSBA was looking for.”

Provost defended the 
School Committee.

“I think the School Com-
mittee has had a lot of in-
volvement. I think the School 
Committee has shown its in-
terest in the project by autho-
rizing the SOI and taking all 
the formal votes in order to 
get the SOI, so they know the 
School Committee is interest-
ed there,” Provost said.

On education and com-
munity outreach beyond the 
public meetings, a press re-
lease to share where things 
are in the study and to begin 
the communication process 
with the public at large was 
suggested by the boards. 

Provost drafted an item 
for committee feedback, with 
members agreeing informa-
tion should get out and be 
sent out to local newspapers 
and other communications. 
Suggestions included sharing 
information online about the 
regional agreement, back-
ground information, what the 
MSBA is and why the district 
has partnered with them and 
timelines and emailing a link 
to parents and employees. 

Member concerns cen-
tered on misinformation and 
rumors undermining the 
project and the online link 
title “WMS MSBA Proposed 
Project” indicating ground 
has broken when it has not.

A button has been add-
ed to the district website by 
clicking “WMS MSBA Pro-
posed Project” at the top of 
the home page as well.

“It also very clearly spells 
out in this press release that 
being part of the senior study 
visit is not an indication that 
we’re being invited to eligi-
bility. It’s just part of the due 
diligence period. We’re at 
step not even one yet,” Pro-
vost said. 

REGIONAL TALKS
 from page 1

✨ IN-HOME WOMEN’S CLOTHING SALE! ✨
Come shop in a relaxed, comfortable setting 

and find some great treasures at yard sale pricing!
��  Women’s Clothing
��  Tops & Casual Wear

��  Athletic Leggings & Workout Wear
��  Coats & Jackets
��  Shoes

��  Jewelry & Accessories
��  And More!

Everything is gently used and ready for a new home. 
A wonderful opportunity to refresh your wardrobe 

without paying retail prices!
��  Location: 27 Woodridge Rd., Monson (617-637-6672)
��  Date: Saturday October 3rd
⏰  Time: 11:00am to 3:00pm

Bring a friend and come browse, shop, and have fun! ��
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

B E L C H E RT OW N — 
One of the seven seniors 
for Minnechaug Region-
al girls’ varsity soccer is 
Ainsley Holden. She was a 
starting defender in the first 
five matches of the regular 
season.

When the Lady Falcons 
faced Coombs Division ri-
val Belchertown for the first 
time this fall, Holden found 
herself in a new starting role, 
moving from defense to the 
center midfield position.

The decision, which was 
made by longtime Min-
nechaug head coach Nundi 
Goncalves, paid off in the 
end.

The contest was tied 
with a little more than 10 
minutes remaining in regu-
lation when Holden scored 
a corner kick goal lifting her 
team to a thrilling 3-2 road 
victory over the Lady Ori-
oles, last Tuesday afternoon 
(Sept. 22).

“I wouldn’t have been 
able to score the game win-
ning goal without the help of 
my teammates,” said Hold-
en, who scored the second 
goal of her varsity career. 
“This is a very big win for 
us, especially after we lost at 
Pope Francis last week.”

The Lady Falcons game 
winning goal began with 

sophomore Brooklyn Man-
ning taking the kick from 
the left corner. The ball was 
headed inside the box by 
Minnechaug senior Kate-
lyn Hoar before it deflected 
off a Belchertown player. It 
then bounced to Holden who 
poked a shot into the back of 
the net past freshman goalie 
Ava Stelmokas (4 saves).

“I’ve been playing de-
fense so far this season, 
but I was switched to cen-
ter mid for today’s game,” 
Holden added. “I was just in 
the right place to score the 
goal. I also scored a corner 
kick goal last season against 
Douglas.”

It was the first time that 
the Lady Falcons (5-1) 
played a match on a grass 
field this season.

“Soccer is a completely 
different game on a grass 
field,” Holden said. “The 
ball bounces less and it’s 
a lot slower. Our only oth-
er game during the regular 
season on a grass field is at 
Longmeadow. I prefer play-
ing on a turf field.” 

Holden, who also plays 
basketball and tennis, is 
planning to join the Spring-
field College women’s team 
next year. This past summer 
Holden played soccer for the 
Worcester Wanderers, who 

WILBRAHAM – Last week, it was a tough trio of 
games for Minnechaug Regional High School boys soc-
cer. It started with an evening matchup against rival Aga-
wam High School. The Brownies defeated Minnechaug 
3-0. That was followed by one-goal losses against Am-
herst Regional and Monument Mountain, both on the 
road. The Falcons are now 0-6 on the season and hope to 
get their first win of the season against Longmeadow on 
Friday, Oct. 2 at 6:45 p.m.

Boys soccer 
remains 
winless 
on season

Chaug girls soccer 
grabs narrow win 
over Orioles

WILBRAHAM – In girls 
volleyball action last week, 
the Falcons had a busy week 
with three matches. After suf-
fering a 3-1 loss against Wa-
chusett of Central Mass., Min-
nechaug rebounded to defeat 
Bay State Academy Charter 
followed by Westfield, both 
by 3-0 scores. The Falcons are 
3-5 on the regular season and 
Longmeadow coming up on 
Friday, Oct. 2 at 5:30 p.m.

Falcons pick up 
two straight wins

Jocelyn Zanetti makes a 
quick tip over the net.

Aa’mani Blanco and Sireen Awkal try to make a play. Aa’mani Blanco make a block.

Jenahia Monet 
gets a bump to 

start a play.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Addison Baldyga eyes a bump.

Nehir Elcin goes for a low hit.

Cameron Salvador socks a clearing kick 
away.

Geoffrey Ohemeng-Kyei tries to protect 
the ball from an oncoming opponent.

Masen Cruz is pressured near midfield 
by Agawam.

Tyler Supczak sends a pass forward.
Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Micah Maxwell takes the corner kick.

John Morley picks up the ball 
for the Falcons.

Please see SOCCER, 
page 10
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WESTFIELD — West-
field State controlled the ball 
with the ground 
game and got 
several key de-
fensive stands 
as the Owls ral-
lied, then held on 
for a 24-21 over 
Worcester State to 
wash out the Lanc-
ers’ homecoming in 
inclement weather at 
Coughlin Field in Worcester 
on Saturday.

Westfield fell behind 14-0 
midway through the sec-
ond quarter, as the Lancers 
scored their second TD of the 
day with a short drive after 
the Worcester’s Gio Roman 
scooped up a fumble and re-
turned it 41 yards to the West-
field 5-yard line, with Gavin 
Hatfield carrying it in from a 
yard out three plays later.

The Lancers had a golden 
opportunity when the Owls 
fumbled again on the next 
play from scrimmage, setting 
Worcester up 1st and 10 at the 
Westfield 24-yard line.   But 
the Westfield State defense 
promptly forced a 4-and out 
scenario, with Chase Gold-
berg sacking Worcester State’s 
MJ Bakaysa to end the threat.

Buoyed by the defen-
sive stop, Westfield’s offense 
marched 73 yards on 13 plays. 
Quinn Sumner completed 
a 25-yard pass to Malachi 
Hymes on third down to keep 
the drive alive, and Manny 
Mengata battered his way into 
the endzone from two yards 
out to cap the drive and trim 
the lead to 14-7 after Andrew 
Currier’s extra point, and the 
teams went to the half with 
that score.

Worcester received the 
ball to start the second half, 
but the Owls defense forced a 
three and out inside the Lanc-
ers’ own 10-yard line, and a 
short punt gave the Owls the 
ball on the Worcester State 
19-yard line.  Four plays later, 
Mengata again scored from 
two yards out and tied the 
game at 14-all.

Westfield grabbed a 21-14 
lead before the third quarter 
was out, using a 12-play, 67-

yard drive over 6:18 that Men-
gata capped with an 8-yard 

touchdown run.
The Owls 

added a 21-yard 
field goal from 
Currier midway 

through the fourth 
quarter that would 

prove valuable in-
surance.

Worcester im-
mediately answered 

with a 67-yard TD toss from 
Bakaysa to Jack Poirer, find-
ing Poirer wide open deep 
down the left sideline for the 
score, trimming the lead back 
to 24-21.

Westfield’s defense need-
ed one more stand late, as the 
Lancers got to the Owls 33-
yard line in the final minute, 
but three straight incomple-
tions included passes broken 
up by Westfield’s Tedi Hunt 
on second down and then Tom 
Cascio on the final hail mary 
to seal the win for Westfield, 
which improves to 2-2 on the 
season and 2-1 in MASCAC 
play.     Worcester slips to 1-3 
overall and 1-1 in the MAS-
CAC.

Westfield was led by 125 
yards rushing and three TD’s 
from Mengata on 25 carries, 
with Cole Ingham adding 57 
yards on the ground.  Sumner 
completed 4-10 passes for 65 
yards on a tough passing day, 
as a nor’easter rolled through 
southern New England with 
alternately heavy winds and 
rain.  Westfield controlled the 
time of possession battle with 
nearly 36 minutes to Worces-
ter’s 24.

Nick Gauger led the Owls 
with eight tackles, with Mark 
Wright-Woodhouse adding 
seven.   Goldberg and Preston 
Jacoski each had a sack.

Worcester was led by 95 
yards on the ground from 
Gavin Hatfield.   Bakaysa fin-
ished 15-30 passing for 204 
yards.

Westfield will have its bye 
weekend next, before return-
ing to action with a non-con-
ference game against Mass 
Maritime on Oct. 10 at Alum-
ni Field.   

WINCHESTER, NH – 
On Saturday, Sept. 19, six 
champions were crowned at 
Monadnock Speedway as the 
2026 racing season came to 
an exciting conclusion.

Two of the closest cham-
pionship battles entering the 
season finale belonged to the 
Brattleboro Towing & Re-
covery Pure Stocks and the 
All States Materials Group 
604 Modifieds, with both ti-
tles coming down to the final 
race of the season.

In the Brattleboro Towing 
& Recovery Pure Stocks, a 
full field of cars packed the 
1/4-mile high-banked fa-
cility for the finale. Jimmy 
Zellmann entered the night 
holding just a five-point ad-
vantage over rookie Joshua 
Brigham.

The championship battle 
took a dramatic turn on lap 
one when a scuffle sent both 
contenders spinning, forcing 
Zellmann and Brigham to re-
start from the rear of the field. 
With the title on the line, both 
drivers began working their 
way back through traffic.

At the checkered flag, 
Brigham completed an im-
pressive charge through the 
field to capture the feature 
victory, with Zellmann fin-
ishing second. Zellmann’s 
runner-up finish proved to 
be just enough to secure the 
2026 Brattleboro Towing & 
Recovery Pure Stock Cham-
pionship.

The All States Materials 
Group 604 Modified cham-
pionship battle was just as 
intense.

Andrew Brousseau en-
tered the night holding a 
narrow two-point advantage 

over Tyler Leary. From the 
drop of the green flag, the 
two championship contend-
ers remained close, each 
waiting for an opportunity to 
make the move that could de-
cide the title.

Leary eventually slipped 
ahead of Brousseau and 
moved into second place. 
Eddie Gomarlo, competing 
in Brian Robie’s borrowed 
#25NH, ran between the two 
championship contenders in 
third.

Brousseau repeatedly at-
tempted to work underneath 
Gomarlo, knowing that gain-
ing just one more position 
could make the difference in 
the championship standings. 
Despite several attempts, 
Brousseau was unable to 
make the pass.

When the checkered flag 
waved, Leary held onto sec-
ond place with Gomarlo fin-
ishing third and Brousseau 
behind him. The finishing 
order left Brousseau just two 
points short of earning his 
first championship, allowing 
Tyler Leary to capture the 
2026 All States Materials 
Group 604 Modified Cham-
pionship.

In the Twin State Truck 
Services Limited Late Mod-
els, JD Stockwell entered the 
final event with a more com-
fortable advantage. The num-
ber of cars competing in the 
finale worked in Stockwell’s 
favor over championship 
challenger Robert Hagar.

Stockwell capped off an 
impressive season by secur-
ing his first Twin State Truck 
Services Limited Late Model 
Championship.

The Keene Towing & Re-

covery Mini Stock champi-
onship also entered the finale 
with Tim Paquette holding 
a comfortable advantage in 
the standings. Craig Chaffee 
remained mathematically in 
the hunt but needed a larger 
field of cars to improve his 
chances of overcoming the 
points deficit.

Paquette finished his sea-
son in style with his first of 
the season feature victory 
and was crowned the 2026 
Keene Towing & Recovery 
Mini Stock Champion.

Rob Richardi entered the 
final event of the season with 
little pressure in the LaValley 
Building Supply Pro 4 Mod-
ified championship battle. 
Holding more than a 50-point 
advantage going into the fea-
ture, Richardi had already put 
himself in a commanding po-
sition.

Although Richardi did 
not earn the victory in the 
season finale, his strong sea-
son was more than enough 
to secure the 2026 LaValley 
Building Supply Pro 4 Modi-
fied Championship.

The Beck’s Automotive 
Pro V8 Sportsman Series 
championship was anoth-
er close battle, with only 
16 points separating the top 
three drivers entering the fi-
nale.

Aaron Thompson held 
the points lead, with Chris 
Kingsley and Stephen Du-
bois close behind and still in 
championship contention.

During practice, Kingsley 
suffered a mechanical failure 
that ended his champion-
ship hopes, leaving Dubois 
as the remaining challenger 
attempting to chase down 

Thompson.
Thompson delivered 

when it mattered most, fin-
ishing second in the feature 
and earning enough points to 
secure the 2026 Beck’s Au-
tomotive Pro V8 Sportsman 
Series Championship.

In the Doug’s Auto Body 
Young Gun Divisions, the 
field does not compete for 
points. Staiti topped the sea-
son with 15 victories. It was 
great season for the Young 
competitors with each shar-
ing podiun finishes. We can’t 
wait for these up-and-coming 
races to be back next season 
along with quite of few fresh 
faces joing the Young Gun 
Division. Great job Dylan 
Staiti, Maeve Barry, Masoon 
Bezio and Eli Elliot.

After a season filled with 
close racing, memorable 
victories and championship 
battles that came down to the 
final laps, six drivers left Mo-
nadnock Speedway as 2026 
champions.

Congratulations to the 
2026 Monadnock Speedway 
Champions:
•	 All States Materials 

Group 604 Modifieds 
Tyler Leary

•	 Twin State Truck Ser-
vices Limited Late Models 
JD Stockwell

•	 Keene Towing & Re-
covery Mini Stocks 
Tim Paquette

•	 LaValley Building Sup-
ply Pro 4 Modifieds 
Rob Richardi

•	 Brattleboro Towing & 
Recovery Pure Stocks 
Jimmy Zellmann

•	 Beck’s Automotive Pro 
V8 Sportsman Series 
Aaron Thompson

Owls edge rival 
Worcester State

Six champions crowned in season finale

are members of the United 
Women’s Soccer League. The 
New England Mutiny, who 
play their home matches at 
historic Lusitano Stadium in 
Ludlow, are members of the 
same league.

“Ainsley has been playing 
very well, so far this season,” 
Goncalves said. “I thought 
she was the best player on the 
field in today’s game.”

The last time that the Lady 
Falcons won a soccer match 
at Belchertown High School 
was a 1-0 victory in 2023. 
That contest took place on the 
upper field where the junior 
varsity games normally take 
place.

The two squads played a 
2-2 tie and a scoreless tie a 
year ago.

“I can’t remember the last 
time that we won a game on 
this field,” Goncalves said. 
“I’ve watched Belchertown 
play a couple of games this 
season and they’re a very 
good team.”

The Lady Orioles had a 
4-2 overall record following 
the home loss. They also lost 
at Pope Francis.

“We didn’t play our best 
during the first half of today’s 
game,” said Belchertown 
head coach Kyle Thibeault. 
“We battled back during the 
second half and managed to 
tie the score, but they wound 
up scoring the game winning 
goal.” 

The Lady Falcons scored 
their first goal in the middle 
of the opening half. 

Hoar delivered a forward 
pass to senior Makenna Sacco 

at midfield. She then scored a 
breakaway goal after weaving 
around the goalie.

A little more than ten min-
utes later, a shot attempt taken 
by Minnechaug senior Isabel-
la Usher bounced across the 
goal line making the score 
2-0. Manning was credited 
with the assist.

The Lady Orioles got on 
the scoreboard ten minutes 
into the second half when 
junior Aubrey Klingensmith 
received a pass from senior 
Madelyn Philpott before loft-
ing a high shot over sopho-
more goalie Isabel Horne (7 
saves) into the right corner of 
the net.

Horne, who was look-
ing into the bright setting 
sun during the second half, 
couldn’t make the save on 
another shot attempt by Klin-
gensmith during the 52nd 
minute. It was Klingensmith’s 
team-leading fifth goal of the 
regular season.  

“Aubrey is an outstanding 
high school soccer player just 
like her older sister, Avery, 
was,” Thibeault said. “They 
do play different positions.” 

Senior Morghan Litz, 
who has verbally committed 
to playing college soccer at 
Franklin Pierce University, 
was credited with the assist 
on the Lady Orioles tying 
goal. 

The match remained tied 
until Holden netted the game 
winning goal during the 67th 
minute.

The two rivals are sched-
uled to face each other for the 
second time on the turf field 
at Minnechaug Regional on 
October 15.

SOCCER from page 9

T-Birds 
drop 
preseason 
finale

PROVIDENCE, R.I.   
-  The Springfield Thun-
derbirds dropped a 4-1 
decision to the Providence 
Bruins on Saturday night 
in the back half of a two-
game exhibition set.

Will Cranley drew the 
net for Springfield for 
the exhibition finale and 
proved to be busy in the 
opening period, denying 
all 10 Bruins shots. Prov-
idence would open the 
scoring just 21 seconds 
into the second as Robert 
Cronin tallied his second 
goal in as many nights to 
make it 1-0 Bruins. 

Not to be outdone, 
Springfield captain Chris 
Wagner also tallied his 
second goal in two nights 
in the period’s final min-
ute, picking up a short-
handed tally at 19:52 and 
sending a 1-1 tie into the 
third period. 

However, the Bru-
ins would regain the lead 
when Wyatt Bongiovan-
ni beat Cranley at 6:58 of 
the third, making it a 2-1 
game. Springfield would 
not get any closer, with 
Loke Johansson and Ben 
Allison adding empty-net-
ters  with less than two 
minutes remaining to ice 
the game. 

Springfield begins the 
2026-27 regular season 
in Wilkes-Barre for a re-
match of the Atlantic Di-
vision Finals against the 
Penguins. The puck drops 
at 6:05 p.m. on Saturday, 
October 3. 

Afternoon includes 
a guided walking 
tour of Adams 
Cemetery

WILBRAHAM — The 
Old Meeting House Museum 
will host a presentation and 
guided cemetery walk with 
local historian and author 
Derek Strahan on Sunday, 
Oct. 18, from 2 to 5 p.m. 

The presentation begins 
at 2:30 p.m. at Wilbraham & 
Monson Academy Library. 
New England’s gravestones 
changed dramatically be-
tween the 17th and early 
19th centuries, moving from 
the winged skulls of the Pu-
ritan era to cherubs and, after 
the Revolution, neoclassical 
willows and urns that reflect-
ed changing attitudes toward 
death and memory. Strahan’s 
presentation traces that evo-
lution, examines how carv-
ing styles varied across New 
England, and introduces the 
local stonecutters behind the 
work.

Following the presen-
tation, Strahan will lead a 
guided walking tour of Ad-
ams Cemetery, Wilbraham’s 
oldest burial ground, offering 
attendees a chance to see the 

symbolism discussed in the 
program in person. 

“Derek was such a hit 
with our visitors that bring-
ing him back was an easy de-
cision,” said Lindsey Bourci-
er, Marketing Director of the 
Old Meeting House Muse-
um. “These stones are right 

here in our own backyard, 
and Derek helps you see 
them in a completely new 
way.”

The program is free and 
open to all. Comfortable 
walking shoes are recom-
mended for the cemetery 
portion of the afternoon.

Carved in Stone: 
Early Gravestone Art & Symbolism

WILBRAHAM - The 
Teen Department at the Wil-
braham Library is excited to 
announce the first meeting 
of their new Teen Cookbook 
Club for grades 6-12! 

On Wednesday, Oct. 21 
from 4 to 5 p.m., we will meet 
at Wilbraham Public Library 
to sample recipes from the 

cookbook entitled “The Un-
official TikTok Cookbook: 
75 Internet-breaking recipes 
for snacks, drinks, treats, and 
more!” by Valentina Mussi.

All students in grades 
6-12 are welcome to this 
event! Just stop by the li-
brary to check out a copy of 
the cookbook. Then select a 

recipe, prepare it and bring it 
to the program. Registration 
is required as space is limit-
ed, so please call the library 
by Oct. 19 to register, or go 
online to register through 
the library’s website. This 
program is sponsored by the 
Wilbraham Friends of the 
Library.

Teen Cookbook Club at Wilbraham Public Library

WILBRAHAM – Join us 
for an evening with Pianist 
Sergei Novikov on Thursday, 
Oct. 22 at 7 p.m. at St. Cecil-
ia Parish.

Tickets are $20 each and 

are available after Masses at 
St. Cecilia Parish Oct. 3, 4, 
10, 11, 17 and 18 and at The 
Scented Garden Gift Shoppe 
or by calling Sandy Polom at 
413-374-3314.

Hosted by Fran and San-
dy Polom in honor of Dr. An-
thony and Mary Polom. All 
proceeds benefit the Music 
Ministry at St. Cecilia Parish.

Join us for an evening of Music for the Soul



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESOctober 1, 2026 Page 11

Veterans Day Salute
The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

 ~ November 5, 2026 ~

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times
 will be saluting our local veterans

(from all wars and branches, including
honoring deceased veterans), reservists,

active duty U.S. Military members.

Please submit a photo of your veteran with his
or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown
by email to jamie@turley.com or drop off a photo to

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

All photos will be returned.

Please submit your photo no later than
Monday, October 27, 2026.

There is no cost to submit a photo. 
No photos will be accepted after deadline.

here,” Nesbit said.
Nesbit explained he came 

back to the church because he 
missed everyone and really 
felt a call to ministry.

“I’m a big believer in what 
the Holy Spirit has in mind for 
people, so I really felt called 
to submit. I had to submit my 
name and my profile to see 
what would happen and it all 
worked out,” Nesbit said. 

As a whole, he’s been a 
ordained pastor for six years, 
having done pastoral work at 
WUC during his first tenure.

“I wasn’t really offi-
cial until 2020. Just before 
(COVID). The world shut 
down on March 13. I was or-
dained on March 8, so people 
were really concerned about a 
lot of things even then. They 
just started being concerned. 
It’s pretty crazy,” Nesbit said.

Nesbit also taught for 30 
years, starting at a high school 
as athletic director, director of 
Student Activities and, later, a 
principal of a Catholic school 
for four years. 

“Also, I worked for a 
Home Depot for eight years 
and most of that time was in 
Human Resources. I was in a 
district position and did train-
ing and development with as-
sociates,” Nesbit said. 

Nesbit shared, “the spiri-
tual path has always existed” 
and was in seminary from Fall 
1987 to Winter 1991, along 
with having a Master’s degree 
in Pastoral Studies from the 
former Washington Theolog-
ical Union in 1996/1997. He 
was also a Marionish Brother. 

“So, my time started with 
the Catholic Church and 
things changed, as they some-
times do and I started coming 
to church here a little bit in 
December of ‘04, then joined 
in ‘07, ‘08, and just kept do-
ing things here and I was in 
the choir, I rang handbells, 
I was a liturgist, deacon and 

they realized that I came in 
with a Master’s in Pastoral 
Studies and they said, ‘Can 
he lead worship? Can he 
preach?’ And we found out, 
yes,” Nesbit said. 

In 2016/2017, the inter-
im pastor at that time had sat 
Nesbit down and asked why 
he was not ordained, which 
encouraged him to pursue it. 
Also, other people encour-
aged him. 

“The beautiful thing about 
being a pastor is that you get 
to teach. You get to be both, 
and many people have said 
that they’re the pastor and 
teacher at a particular church. 
So, it works out well,” Nes-
bit said. “I think a lot of my 
sermons turn into teaching 
time.”

Since being back, Nes-
bit has enjoyed reconnecting 
with the congregation, both 
familiar faces and new ones.

“It’s been nice to see what 
they’ve done, what they kept, 
what new things have hap-
pened since I was here and 
then where we want to go to-
gether, where do we see this 
happening and going in the 
future,” Nesbit said.

His goal for his first six 
months is to experience what 
the church does and has been 
doing, how he fits in and how 
he can lead everyone spir-
itually. A long-range goal, 
meanwhile, is the town of 
Wilbraham to see the church 
as their church.

“Whether you belong to 
St. Cecilia’s, Christ the King 
Epiphany, the evangelical 
church on Stony Hill Road, 
Bethlehem Church, I don’t 
care where you go to church, 
but to know they also have a 
home at Wilbraham United,” 
Nesbit said. 

Nesbit noted there’s been 
an influx of younger families 
at the church, including 15 
to 20 kids at church recently. 
This also keeps him hopeful. 

“So, we have a thriving 
church school and Family 

Ministries program that we 
started working on about 10 
years ago—I was a paid em-
ployee at that point—and the 
church members just picked 
it up and ran and they did it 
and their volunteers who do 
all these things,” Nesbit said. 
“Consequently, people have 
seen that and they knew that 
the church was a welcoming 
place, and so families have 
continued to join. It’s really 
cool. We’ve had more peo-
ple in church on Sunday than 
we’ve had in a long time. 
We’re growing; it’s a place 
where I think people are go-
ing to feel comfortable com-
ing and we’ll see what hap-
pens.”

He finds guiding people 
on their journey to strengthen 
their relationship with God 
the most fulfilling part of his 
work now.

“If they’re willing to 
come or they’re willing to let 
me walk with them or to try 
different things in order to 
strengthen that relationship 
then that’s the most fulfilling 
thing for me,” Nesbit said. 

On his own spirituality, he 
emphasized being surprised 
as the most fulfilling part 
from the varying jobs he’s 
had on his journey to where 
he is today. 

On where he sees WAC at 
the end of this year, he hopes 
it is more consistently present 
not just in church, but also in 
the community.

“They haven’t stopped, 
but to maybe make a renewed 
effort at that. So, we’re work-
ing on that,” Nesbit said. 
“We’re in a great spot, so if 
we’re doing anything on the 
lawn or we’re doing anything 
out front, people see it, so 
hopefully they’ll see us and 
they’ll want to come be with 
us.”

His message was this.
“To remember that we 

have been here since 1743, 
not necessarily on these 
grounds, but we have been 

present in the community. 
The community was only al-
lowed to be founded because 
they had the church, the old 
laws under the Massachusetts 

colony,” Nesbit said. “So, we 
have been the town church, 
we have been their church 
and we’ve been here for the 
people of Wilbraham and be-

yond in the greater area. So, 
my message is: we’re here, 
come be with us.”

PASTOR WELCOMED 
from page 1

registrants received a “Live 
Like Scott” T-shirt. 

All proceeds for the 
day went to the W. Scott 
Godon-Decoteau Fund, a 
501c3 non-profit organiza-
tion supporting many causes 
including the sponsorship of 
one week of summer camp 
for 10 children through the 
West Springfield Boys & Girls 
Club, Inc. and a $1,000 schol-
arship to a Minnechaug Re-
gional High School senior. In 
the coming year, plans are to 
add a second scholarship and 
make a donation to Link to Li-
braries, Inc.

This year’s scholarship 
awardee was Kelly Balog of 
Hampden who attended the 
event with his mom, Ali Balog. 
He has plans to study business 
at Western New England Uni-
versity and was noted for his 
work at the Whispering Horse 
Therapeutic Riding Center in 
East Longmeadow with dis-
abled individuals. In keeping 
with the reading theme, Kelly 
read out loud to attendees the 
book ”Frogs Have Feelings 
Too” by local children’s au-
thor, Amanda Fee. 

The day was a pleasant 
one, although a bit cool for the 
Memorial Park’s Spray Park 
which, although active for the 
occasion, didn’t have any tak-
ers. A large, purple – Scott’s 
favorite color --  “Live Like 
Scott” banner was posted near 
the Spray Park along with a 
picture of Scott and his dog, 
Leicester, an English Black 
Labrador, who passed away in 
2024.

Other events for attendees 
included a “Ride Like Scott” 
group bike ride on an approx-
imately 2.5-mile loop around 
town. Participating in the ride 
were many experienced riders 
along with other cyclists.

Next to leave the park on 
their excursion, were those 
involved in the “Live Like 
Scott” 5K Run/Walk. Joining 
the crowd of people ready for 
the race were Christine Cal-
lahan of Longmeadow, who 
finished the race in first place 
for the Women’s division as 
well as being the first finisher 
overall. She participated in the 
5K along with her husband Al, 
10-year-old Liam and 7-year-

old Lily.
Al Callahan agreed with 

his wife about why they come 
to an event like this. 

“It’s really important to 
come out and support the fam-
ily….All the donations are go-
ing to a good cause,” he said. 

Meanwhile, at the Park’s 
large pavilion, the “LLS Art & 
Craft Show” was set up with 
items for purchase with pro-
ceeds donated to a local non-
profit charity through the W. 
Scott Godon-Decoteau Fund.

Of course, that wasn’t all 
for attendees to enjoy, with 
kids being able to go through 
an obstacle course to win a 
free book and a medal for 
finishing. A silent auction 
came later with cheese piz-
za – something that Scott had 
liked -- and a variety of ice 
cream and toppings for every-
one served by Addie Stiles of 
Hatfield, co-owner of the local 
“Ice Cream Emergency” fran-
chise, from their bus parked in 
the parking lot.

Many of Scott’s friends 
and family were in attendance 
and all spoke highly of Scott 
and recounted their many fond 
memories of him and the pos-
itive effect that he had on their 
lives.

Trish Decoteau, Scott’s 
mom, said about Scott, “He’s 
very passionate about help-
ing underserved children or 
families. Anybody that needs 
encouragement to better them-
selves, he was all about that. 
So, we try to continue that ef-

fort for him (and) keep those 
memories alive for him.”

Bill Decoteau, Scott’s Dad.
“Scott was involved in so 

many things and it was all for 
positive…..So, to keep Scott’s 
reach going…we decided to 
have this event…I really ap-
preciate all the folks that keep 
coming,” he said.

Scott’s younger brother 
Seth was in attendance from 
California along with two-
year-old Galvin and remem-
bered growing up with Scott. 

“I always looked up to 
him, wanted to do things with 
him…. He gave back and put 
his heart into everything he 
did. There wasn’t anything he 
didn’t go all in,” he said. 

When asked what it meant 
to him to “Live Like Scott”, he 
replied, “Trying things, doing 
something different and new 
and not being afraid to fail.” 

Danielle Godon-Decoteau 
from Ohio, Scott’s wife, re-
called this about her husband.

“He enthusiastically and 
emphatically believed in oth-
ers to the point that made us be 
able to believe in ourselves,” 
she said.

Adam Winiewicz of 
Hampden grew up with Scott 
and Seth and described Scott 
as “a major influence in my 
life growing up. He always 
was ambitious and always 
wanted to do something.” 

Michael Murray of East 
Longmeadow, one of the bike 
riders and Scott’s undergradu-
ate roommate at UMass Am-

herst in the late 90s, said, “He 
was just a ton of fun. He was 
(a) compassionate, energetic, 

creative guy who would give 
you the shirt off his back and 
also be the life of the party at 
the same time…. The energy 
that he brought to all his en-
deavors really is something to 
be celebrated.”

Dana Dias from Boston 
was there with 10-year-old 
Logan. When asked what she 
remembered about Scott, she 
fondly replied, “I can picture 
his smiles, his laughs, every-
thing, like it was yesterday. He 
was such a great friend.”

Gabe Huffstutler from 
Longmeadow remembered 
Scott as his manager at LEGO 
Corporation.

“He was just full of life, 
full of energy, so funny and 
just really inspiring….He was 

really good at getting people 
excited about getting involved 
in things….He was one of the 
best,” he said. 

Michelle Noonan from 
Wilbraham, who also worked 
with Scott at LEGO Corpo-
ration, when asked what she 
would tell someone about 
him, replied, “He was just al-
ways awesome to be around, 
made you smile…. It was fun 
to be around him. We had a lot 
of fun times at work.”

Now, the planning begins 
for next year’s event. 

“It takes a lot of work to 
coordinate the timing of ev-
erything to make it all come 
together successfully!” Trish 
Decoteau said.

FUN DAY from page 1

Turley photos by Harold Anderson and Danielle Godon-Decoteau

Michelle Noonan (Wilbraham) at the craft table.
From the left, Trish Decoteau (Hampden, Scott’s mom, 2-year-
old Gavin and Seth Decoteau (California), Scott’s brother.

From left to right, Dana 
Dias (Boston), Danielle 
Godon-Decoteau (Ohio) - 
Scott’s wife – and Nicole 
Corbosiero (Franklin, MA).

Bill Decoteau (Hampden),  
Scott’s dad, with the silent 
auction.
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REMOTE CONTROL RECLINER 
FOR SALE — BROWN — Leg lift, back 
goes back straight, lumbar with heat, cup 
holders. purchased March 2025  - Ramour 
& Flanagan - asking $500.00. Excellent 
condition, no delivery available; text/call 
413-246-8301.

ESTATE SALE
MOVING/ESTATE SALE

Everything Must go. 
9 North Blandford Road, 

Blandford
0CT 2-4TH.  9AM-5PM

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

SEASONED FIREWOOD, (1.5- 2 
YRS) Stored inside off the ground. 
Cut, split, free delivery within 10 miles. 
$350 per cord. Call 413-218-3918.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage 
electronics, jewelry, coins, 
watches, military cameras, 
sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, 
hunting, advertising, radios, 
ham radio equipment, audio 
equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text 
or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 or visit my 
website at dannyselectricllc.com to 
fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 
Lic. #14960A. 413-533-8867

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
 SPECIALIST

Haley Remodeling offering financing. 
Windows, siding, granite counters, heat & 
ac mini splits, composite & pressure treat-
ed decks. 413-563-2229, Tim.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

LAND CLEARING

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot 

clearing, perimeter clearing, 
1-5+ acres & stumping. 

Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Over 30 Years Experience.

Offering Senior Citizen 
& Military Discounts

Call 413-279-1050

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN 
SPRINKLERS LLC. 

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices. 

Call 413-279-4122 to set up 
an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates/fully 
insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming

Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen 

& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

Henry’s Tree Service LLC
We do what others don’t.

We grind stumps of any size, provide 
cleanup and add loam and seed.

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen & Military Dis-

counts
Call 413-279-1050

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33’, 2 
SLIDE-OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $7000. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines, 2M, 1F. 
30 years experience. Available 9/25/2026. 
$1,200. Taking deposits now. 413-218-
2321

We seek an energetic, enthusiastic, 
and well-organized person

for the  position of 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/

CLERICAL PART-TIME. 
This is a part-time position of 20 to 25 
hours per week at $680, depending on
 Workload. Need to be detail-oriented, pos-
sess good customer service  skills, some 
cash & items handling skills. Apply Email: 

wowwhunn@outlook.com

FOR SALE
Duplex for sale at

812/814 East Street Ludlow.  

Built in 1974, each unit has 2 bedrooms, 1 
½ baths, private basements, gas heat and 
central air on 0.23 acres of land.
Great rental potential, good location with 
nearby schools and close access to the 
highway.
The house needs cosmetic updates.  Prop-
erty is being sold strictly in AS–IS condition.
Priced accordingly $425,000. 

Call 617- 877- 3455 if interested.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

ROOM FOR RENT

Short Term Room Rental. Enjoy a peaceful, 
comfortable stay at Paradise Lake sanctu-
ary in Monson. Fully furnished room avail-
able for short term rental. Available Oct. 1st.
• All utilities included
• Full kitchen access
• Laundry access
• Pets welcome
• Quiet, welcoming setting
• Ideal for traveling professionals
     or temporary stays.

For rates, availability 
and more information
call Teri, 413-381-7950

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES PETS

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, 
Toys, Games, coins, sterling, 
Glassware, Silver-plated items, 
watches, Musical instruments, 
typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, 
knives, military, automotive, fire 
department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, 
books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and 
more.

Donald Roy 
(860) 874-8396

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)
(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 
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PUBLIC NOTICES
LEGAL NOTICE

Town of Wilbraham
The Wilbraham Conservation 

Commission will hold a public 
meeting on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 14, 2026 at 6:30 PM on 
the Request for Determination 
of Applicability filed by Jason 
Grondin under the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act and the 
Wilbraham Wetlands Bylaw. The 
request is to determine whether 
the area and/or activities depict-
ed on plans submitted is subject 
to the Wilbraham Wetland Bylaw 
and the Wetlands Protection Act. 
The project includes the con-
struction of 24’ x 12’ one-car ga-
rage addition, an approximately 
18’ x 13’ residential room behind 
the garage and a primary bed-
room suite above the proposed 
addition within the 100’ Buffer 
Zone of Bordering Vegetated 
Wetland. The property is locat-
ed at 200 Soule Rd. Wilbraham, 
MA. Information relating to this 
application is on file with the 
Conservation Commission. 

Christopher Brown, Chairman.
10/01/2026

SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES

This ad is pursuant to MA 
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A as 
of October 9, 2026 the following 
motor vehicles will be for sale to 
satisfy a garage keepers lien:
Vehicle: 2007 Subaru Outback
VIN#: 4S4BP61C977322293
LKO: Karen Francis
1134 Worcester St
Indian Orchard MA 01151
Vehicle: 2017 Toyota Yaris
VIN#: JN1BJ1CW5MW447280
LKO: Samuel Dunham
156 Jeffrey Rd
Springfield MA 01119
Vehicle: 2024 Toyota Corolla 
VIN: JTDBDMHEXR3008932 
LKO: Suleyman Kocaoglu
182 Howard St
Ludlow MA 01056
Lien Holder: Toyota Motor 
Credit
PO Box 30203
College Station TX 77845
Vehicle: 2011 Honda Accord 
VIN: 1HGCP2F75BA016704 
LKO: Aissatou Youssouf Gueys

401 Power Rd
Pawtucket RI 02860
Vehicle: 2014 Chevy Equinox
VIN: 2GNALAEK0E6218784
LKO: Katherine Galanis
152 Wilson St Ludlow MA 
01056

R & S Assoc. Inc
PO Box 543

Wilbraham MA 01095 
413-596-4374

09/24, 10/01, 10/08/2026

Town of Wilbraham
PUBLIC HEARING: 
LIQUOR LICENSE 

MULTIPLE AMENDMENTS
(Posted 9/l 7 /2026)

The Wilbraham Select Board 
will hold a public hearing under 
Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 138, Section 12, on 
Monday, October 19, 2026 at 
7:00pm, at the Wilbraham Po-
lice Department Community 
Room, 2780 Boston Road, Wil-
braham, to hear public comment 
on an application to amend an 
annual Section 12: All Alcohol-

ic Beverages License submitted 
by Dominic John Inc., located 
at 2039 Boston Road, Wilbra-
ham. The applicant seeks the 
following amendments: Change 
of Manager, Change of Officers/
Directors/LLC Managers, and 
Issuance/Transfer of Stock/New 
Stockholder.  All those wishing 
to comment on the referenced 
application will be heard. This 
hearing will be conducted in per-
son and vittually.
10/01/2026

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 

THE TRIAL COURT 
HAMPDEN, Div. 

Probate & Family Court Dept. 
HD26E0041PP

To Steven Thomas of Wilbra-
ham, Hampden County; and all 
other persons interested. 

 A petition has been present-
ed to said Court by Rosemarie 
Thomas, of East Longmeadow, 

Hampden County, representing 
that they hold as joint tenants 
in an undivided part or share of 
land lying in Wilbraham, in the 
County of Hampden, setting 
forth that they desire that all of 
said land may be sold at private 
sale or public auction for not less 
than Five Hundred Sixteen Thou-
sand and Eight Hundred Dollars 
($516,800.00), and praying that 
partition may be made of all the 
land aforesaid according to law, 
and to that end that a commis-
sioner be appointed to make such 
partition and be ordered to make 
sale and conveyance of all, or any 
part of said land which the Court 
finds cannot be advantageously 
divided either at private sale or 
public auction, and be ordered 
to distribute the net proceeds 
thereof after full adjudication of 
the equitable claims contained 
in said petition and supplemen-
tal memorandum filed with the 
Court. 

If you desire to object thereto, 

you or your attorney should file a 
written appearance in said Court 
at Springfield before ten o’clock 
in the forenoon on the tenth day 
of November 2026, the return 
day of this citation. 

Witness, Claudine T. Stou-
demire, Esquire, First Justice of 
said Court, this 10th day of Sep-
tember 2026. 

Rosemary A. Saccomani,
Register

10/01, 10/08, 10/15/2026

5.25” x 4”
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

5.25” x 8” 

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

10.75” x 8”
$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper

10.75” x 15.75” 
$1,200 for three papers
$320 for each additional paper

Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill,  
get them the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions  
you have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section  
will run in your community newspapers.

Contact Jordan at jconrad@turley.com or 413.283.8393

Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette • Chicopee Register • Country Journal 
The Journal Register • Quaboag Current • The Register • Sentinel 
The Holyoke Sun • Town Reminder • Ware River News • The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities

www.turley.com
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Public NoticesARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com
Access archives and digital tear sheets by newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ public notice web site to search all notices in Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

HAMPDEN – The Theatre 
Guild of Hampden will be 
presenting their fall produc-
tion of “Gypsy: The Musical.”

Gypsy tells the story of the 
dreams and efforts of one hun-
gry, powerhouse of a wom-
an to get her two daughters 
into show business. Gypsy 
is loosely based on the 1957 
memoir of famous striptease 
artist Gypsy Rose Lee, en-
titled “Gypsy: Memoirs of 
America’s Most Celebrated 
Stripper.” 

The memoir and the musi-
cal focus on the story of Gyp-
sy Rose Lee’s mother, Rose, 
and earned Rose a place in the 
theatrical and literary canon 
as the quintessential, arche-
typal “Stage Mother.” 

The musical features songs 
that have become standards of 
the musical theatre canon, in-
cluding “Some People,” “Let 
Me Entertain You,” “Rose’s 
Turn,” and the show-stopping 

“Everything’s Coming Up 
Roses”. 

Gypsy is famous for help-
ing launch lyricist Stephen 
Sondheim’s career, and fea-
tures a book by Arthur Lau-
rents that is widely considered 
to be one of the classic ex-
amples of a traditional “book 
musical.” At the heart of the 
musical is the gregarious 
Rose, whose journey made 
critic Frank Rich call Gypsy, 
“Broadway’s own brassy, un-
likely answer to King Lear.”

The shows dates are Oct. 
16, 17, 18, 23, 24 and 25.

The shows will be at the 
Hampden Town Hall, (For-
merly Thornton Burgess 
School), 85 Wilbraham Road  
Hampden, MA​​​.

The showtimes are Friday 
and Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and 
Sunday Matinees at 2 p.m.

To purchase your tickets, 
visit theatreguildofhampden.
org.

WILBRAHAM - The 
Friends of Wilbraham Seniors 
will be sponsoring  popu-
lar comedy show “JOKES 
MY IRISH FATHER TOLD 
ME” on Friday evening Oct. 
2. Come relax and enjoy an 
evening from a much-needed 
break from everyday routines. 
Comedian Dave Kane, who 
portrayed Fr. Patrick Aloysius 
in the comedy show “Misgiv-
ings” last year will have you 
laughing at his one lines and 
jokes. Last year his show was 
a sellout here, and we expect 

this one will be mobbed. Tick-
ets are only $20 and are on 
sale at the Wilbraham Senior 
Center, 250 Springfield St, 
Wilbraham, MA. Doors open 
6:30 pm. Limited seating. All 
tickets must be purchased in 
advance. Stop in today. No 
reservations. No holds. All 
proceeds to support multiple 
programs and services for 
Wilbraham Seniors. For more 
information on either event, 
contact Matt Villamaino 413-
896-2206 or visit the Wilbra-
ham Senior Center.

WILBRAHAM – The 
Wilbraham Public Library 
Cookbook Club is meeting on 
Wednesday,  Oct. 7, at 6:30 
p.m.

This month’s selection is 

“Martha: 100 Favorite Reci-
pes,” by Martha Stewart.

Please let the library know 
what you’re bringing when reg-
istering so we do not duplicate 
recipes. Cooking is encouraged 

but not required for attendance. 
Copies of the book are avail-
able now at the Service Desk.

The Cookbook Club meets 
on the first Wednesday of every 
other month at 6:30 p.m.

This program is free and 
open to the public, and regis-
tration is required. For more 
information or to register, 
please call the library at 413-
596-6141.

WILBRAHAM - The 
Wilbraham Knights of Co-
lumbus Council 10195 will 
sponsor a major fundraising 
benefit dinner to support the 
Community Survival Center 
in Indian Orchard. 

The Survival Center helps 
feed and cloth over 400 indi-
viduals each month in Wil-
braham, Hampden, Ludlow, 

Indian Orchard and 16 Acres. 
According to Executive Di-
rector, Cristal Turcotte, this 
year is particularly impacted 
by continued high inflation 
and cuts in SNAP benefits. 
“Our shelves are very bare” 
according to Turcotte, “and 
with the holidays fast ap-
proaching we are asking for 
assistance to please help us 

support those in need.”
The benefit dinner will 

be held Saturday Oct. 17 at 
5 p.m. at Saint Cecilia Par-
ish Center, 42 Main Street, 
Wilbraham and will feature a 
delicious homemade chicken 
parm and pasta Italian dinner 
complete with salad, bread, 
coffee and cannoli’s. The 
event will include numerous 

raffles and musical entertain-
ment with sing-a-longs and 
strolling violinist. 

Tickets are limited and 
cost $20. They may be pur-
chased by contacting George 
Reich at ticketskoc10195@
gmail.com or may be picked 
up at after Mass in the St. 
Cecilia rotunda starting on 
September 26.

WILBRAHAM - Join 
the Friends of Wilbraham 
Seniors on Friday, Oct. 16 
for the “Who 

Goes There” Premiere 
Reveal, a paranormal fund-
raiser unveiling three area 
investigations of paranormal 
activity uncovered by pre-
senter Rob Goff Sr., 

Director and Founder of 
Agawam Paranormal and his 
team along with our three 
raffle winners from our May 
1 fundraiser.

This event will be held at 
the Wilbraham Senior Cen-
ter, 250 Springfield St., Wil-
braham; presentation from 
6:30 to 8:30; VIP seating 
$15 pp and General Admis-
sion $5 pp. (VIP seating will 
include early admission; a 
private group session with 

the paranormal team; hands 
on experience with paranor-
mal equipment and reserved 
seating at the ‘Reveal’)

As an added attraction, 
A RAFFLE availing one 
winner and a guest from the 
VIP and General Admission 
group, an opportunity to 
participate in a final inves-
tigation at the Old Meeting 
House, Main Street, Wilbra-
ham. 

Local author Dave 
Bourcier will be selling 
and signing his latest book, 
“Wilbraham…A Journey 
Through History.”	

For more details, visit the 
Friends of Wilbraham Se-
niors website friendsofwil-
brahamseniors.org or stop 
by the Wilbraham Senior 
Center for the flyer. 

Knights sponsor benefit dinner to support 
Community Survival Center Oct. 17

Theatre Guild of Hampden 
presents ‘Gypsy: The Musical’

Hilarious Irish Comedy Show 
coming to Wilbraham

Who Goes There Reveal Oct. 16

Cookbook Club at the Wilbraham Public Library meets Oct. 7

WILBRAHAM - The 
Evening Book Discussion 
will be discussing Outwit-
ting History by Aaron Lan-
sky on Wednesday, Oct. 21 
at 7 p.m.

The group meets on the 
third Wednesday of every 
month and is facilitated by 
Assistant Director Mary 
Bell. Newcomers are al-
ways welcome, and no sign 
ups are necessary. Read the 
book prior to the meeting, 
and enjoy a fun hour dis-
cussing the story with other 
book lovers.

Outwitting History de-

tails Aaron Lansky’s quest 
to save Yiddish literature, 
and the various people he 
comes into contact with as 
he does so. It began as a 
passion project and a way 
of preserving his heritage, 
and eventually became the 
starting point for the Yiddish 
Book Center in Amherst, 
which Lansky founded.

Copies of the book are 
available at the library’s 
front desk. For more infor-
mation contact Mary Bell 
at 413-596-6141 or email 
mbell@wilbrahamlibrary.
org.

Evening Book Discussion 
at the Wilbraham library
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The Only Door You’ll Ever Need.™Therma-Tru is the #1 selling fiberglass entry door in America1—and for good reason.  

With over 60 years of engineering expertise, our complete door systems are designed  

to perform and built to impress. Tested beyond industry standards for durability  

and backed by industry-leading warranties, Therm-Tru doors deliver the style 

homeowners want.

PROVEN TO PERFORM, PROTECT AND PRESERVE

The only door you’ll ever need.™

America’s #1 Fiberglass
Entry Door—Built for Remodelers 

1Based on 2024 Market Data

LOCAL.
FAMILY-OWNED.

IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.


