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HAMPDEN - The library host-
ed a Cupcake Wars event on Sept. 5 
for tweens and teens to get creative 
with their own cupcake creations.

Mila Ford won the contest with 
her Christmas-themed cupcake cre-
ation and received a special certif-
icate.

Young Adult Librarian Max-
ie Girard explained how the 
attendees decorated three 
of their own cupcakes with 
frosting, food coloring, a 
variety of toppings, cookie 
cutters and more.

“Just a lot of different things for 
them to express their creativity and 
their theme was their favorite sea-
son,” Girard said. “They knocked it 

CUPCAKE
WARS

held at HPLheld at HPL

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Mila Ford with her Christmas-themed cupcake 
and certificate after winning the Cupcake Wars in 
Hampden.

Attendees work on 
their cupcakes.

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

WILBRAHAM – The 
Select Board discussed traf-
fic safety law updates about 
motorized vehicles within 
town limits on Sept. 14.  

The Board previous-
ly heard comments from 
Police Chief Ed Lennon 
around the vehicles, who 
expressed concerns around 
law enforceability and gen-
eral pedestrian safety.  

Town Administrator 
Nick Breault began the up-
date sharing how the Traffic 
Safety Team met the week 
before. 

“With the ebike safety, 
Chief Lennon and his staff 
have been working with 
the school department on 
initiatives and trying to get 
public safety messages out 
there about those items,” 
Breault said. “So, they’re 
working on that as part of 
the educational piece of 
that.”

Breault said they were 
“continuing to look at” 
what other communities are 
implementing as well.

“We understand there’s 
different approaches, but 

those are the immediate 
things that we’re looking to 
do,” Breault said. 

On the traffic concerns 
on Glenn Drive, Breault 
explained additional speed 
limits signs were immedi-
ately put in for the road to 
emphasize the 25 mile an 
hour speed limit, along with 
an order for more.

“I think it’s four in to-
tal. I don’t know that we’re 
going to put all four there 
to start, but we’re going 
to put traffic counters and 
signs that indicate the speed 
of the traffic going out. At 
least one each way to try 
and encourage slowdowns 
on that,” Breault said. 

He next brought up a po-
tential Special Town Meet-
ing article that would ask 
if the Select Board would 
support a traffic study for 
the Glenn Drive and Brain-
ard Road area “to get a pro-
fessional third-party per-
spective on what measures 
might be most effective.”

“I mean, we talked at the 
Traffic Safety meeting there 
was something brought up 

Board presents 
updates on traffic 
safety discussions 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The 
School Committee officially 
ratified a contract for Unit 
C—which is for paraprofes-
sionals—on Sept. 18.

The decision came during 
a brief meeting this past Fri-
day afternoon.

The item was originally 
on the agenda to be discussed 
and voted on on Sept. 10. 
However, after a 45-minute 
executive session during that 
meeting, School Committee 
Member Sean Kennedy spoke 
up about a change. 

“Before we get into that, 
I would like us to actually 
delay the vote and let us not 
work on that now,” Kennedy 
said. “Right before this meet-
ing, the union reached out to 
us and there is a technical is-

sue that they’re working with 
the administration on right 
now. Something about the 
language, I guess. So, they’re 
just working on that right 
now, and once that’s ironed 
out, we’ll either do it at the 
next meeting or, if we can, 
we can just always schedule 
another meeting in between 
now and our next scheduled 
meeting just to deal with 
this.”

Kennedy emphasized that 
the committee was in agree-
ment on the contract itself.

“In general, we’re in 
agreement. It’s just the union 
brought up something we 
just wanted to highlight and 
note,” Kennedy said. 

That later meeting came to 
be on Sept. 18 in the District 
Office where, after a brief ex-
ecutive session, the contract 
was voted on and officially 
ratified. 

SC ratifies Unit C contract

By Harold Anderson
Correspondent

HAMPDEN – On 
Thursday, Sept. 17, area 
seniors at the Hampden 
Senior Center were treated 
to a visit from Boomer, the 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
mascot, as they gathered 
for an exciting edition of 
“Thunderbirds BINGO” in 
celebration of Grandparents 
Day.

For those who wanted to 
begin their afternoon with 
lunch at the Senior Center, 
the menu that day was a de-
licious plate of Turkey Chili 
and Baked Potatoes provid-
ed by GSSSI. 

Shortly after lunch, 
more seniors arrived in 
anticipation of the events 
to come. They certainly 

weren’t disappointed as 
Boomer made his grand 
entrance to the lunchroom, 
waving to the crowd, much 
to the delight of all those in 
attendance, and immediate-
ly began to make the rounds 
of the various tables for pic-
ture taking and greetings.

Ellen Pixley from 
Hampden, who attend-
ed with her four-year-old 
granddaughter Hannah, was 
joined at the event by Janice 
Munsell of Hampden and 
her granddaughter Emma. 

Pixley noted that, “the 
girls know who Boomer is, 
because all their brothers 
play hockey and even their 
cousins….Very hockey-ori-
ented girls in the family.”

Turley photo by Harold Anderson 

The other Grand Prize Winner, Sylvia Joseph (Hampden).

Seniors enjoy T-Birds
Bingo with Boomer 

By Harold Anderson
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM/HAMP-
DEN – “On the morning of 
September 11, 2001, brilliant 
sunny skies were the rule 
from Long Island through the 
I-95 corridor into Virginia, 
including New York City,” ac-
cording to accuweather.com.

On Friday, September 11, 
2026, the weather in the skies 
above Wilbraham and Hamp-
den was identical and brought 
back memories of that fateful 
day as September 11th Re-
membrance Ceremonies took 
place at their respective Fire 
Departments to commemo-
rate the 25th Anniversary of 
what has come to be known 
simply as “September 11th”.

In Wilbraham, where they 
gathered at the Fire Station on 
Boston Rd. to remember the 
first responders and all those 
who lost their lives, the cer-

emony began with an unex-
pected twist as some firefight-
ers were called away from the 
station as they responded to 
a call shortly before the 9:55 
a.m. start.

Present for the ceremony 
were Wilbraham Fire Chief 
Michael Andrews, Union 
President Jeff Kristek, Fire-
fighters Derrick Merrill and 
John Monty, who joined the 

Wilbraham Fire Department 
about six months ago after 
being a Paramedic for the pre-
vious four years. Also present 

9/11 25th anniversary marked in Wilbraham, Hampden

The Wilbraham Fire Department trucks 
out of bays ahead of the ceremony. Hampden LT/EMT Brendan Kennedy with Firefighter Ryan 

Lafountain at the Hampden Fire Station.

Please see UPDATES, 
page 4

Please see 9/11, page 10

Please see CUPCAKES, page 13

Please see T-BIRDS, 
page 8
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

Give us a call today 
for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by 
a ISA certified arborist

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

■ Tree Removal  
■ Structural Pruning
■ Crane Service
■ Storm Damage
■ Stump Grinding
■ Lot Clearing
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH
FOR FALL FUN!

FALL FLAVORSFALL FLAVORS
New England Grown 

Honeycrisp, MacIntosh, 
Cortland Apples & More!
MACINTOSH APPLES

     5 lb Tote Bags $5.99

Decorate For Fall
PUMPKINS, PUMPKINS, PUMPKINS

Specialty Pumpkins 
Sugar Pumpkins
Face Pumpkins

Corn Stalks, Straw Bales, Gourds, Indian Corn
Witches, Scarecrows, Ghosts & Spiders!

In The Garden Center
Saturdays, Sundays & Columbus Day

              11AM – 4PM
Starting Saturday September 26th

Scarecrow Workshops
Make Your Own ScarecrowMake Your Own Scarecrow

“Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home“Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home

Family Fun Weekends!

Pumpkin Decorating Workshop
We Provide The Pumpkins & Decorations
“Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home

Free Family Fun!

October 17th & 18th
Twenty Prizes Plus Ten Charity Matches

$3,000 In Cash Prizes
Every Entry Receives A Gift

Randall’s Best Ever
Scarecrow Contest

YOUTH & ADULT
FIVE CATEGORIES ~ 

Best Overall, Most Traditional, 
Scariest, Most Creative, Funniest

Beautiful
HARDY MUMS 
Big Selection!Big Selection!
~ In Fabulous Fall Colors ~
Colorful Fall Patio PotsColorful Fall Patio Pots

FRESH APPLE CIDER DONUTS 
Fresh Sweet Cider

Apple Cake, Apple Crisp 
& Fresh Baked Pies

     Elsie’s Creamery     Elsie’s Creamery
The Best Homemade Ice CreamThe Best Homemade Ice Cream

September Creamery Window HoursSeptember Creamery Window Hours
Open Wednesday – Sunday, Closed Monday & Tuesday

FALL FLAVORS ~ Fresh Peach, Peach Ginger, 
Pumpkin and APple sPice

Chuck The Chicken • Mini Hay Maze
“Funny Bone” Game • Bean Bag Toss

Duck Racing  & MORE!

• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - A Scholar-
ship Information Night event 
will be taking place at the li-
brary’s Sheila R. Flynn Teen 
Center on Oct. 8 at 6 p.m.

The event is a collabo-
ration between the library’s 
Sheila R. Flynn Teen Center 
and the Community Founda-
tion of Western Massachu-
setts to provide information 
on available scholarships for 
high school students.

One scholarship that will 
be highlighted is the John M. 
Flynn Memorial Scholarship, 
which is annually awarded 
to one Hampden student and 
one East Longmeadow stu-
dent. The official name of it 
is the John M. Flynn Family 
Scholarship Fund. 

The online portal to apply 
for this and other scholarships 
opens in 2027 on Jan. 1 and 
runs through March 1 at com-
munityfoundation.org/schol-
arships.

Refreshments and pizza 
will be served at the event 
along with a raffle bundle 
of $150 in gift cards up for 
grabs. 

Megan Ashe, Flynn’s 
daughter, explained the schol-
arship began when he passed 
away in 2013, as a fund had 
been set up “for many many 
years” to provide “a signifi-
cant impact” on high school 
students as they headed to 
college.

“That was his desire to re-
ally significantly fund those 
efforts and provide a schol-
arship annually to one high 
school graduate from Hamp-
den and one high school grad-
uate from East Longmead-
ow,” Ashe said. “What we’re 
really trying to do is share this 
information so kids are aware 
of it. There’s a lot of informa-
tion out there and sometimes 
it doesn’t get to everybody. So 
we were just trying to lever-
age the Sheila Flynn Teen 
Center—we thought it was a 
nice fit, right, mom and dad—
to utilize that great space and 
it’s been visited quite a bit 
from students throughout the 
years and really set that down, 
share that information about 
this particular scholarship.”

Ashe said other scholar-
ships would be shared at the 
event and it will become an 
annual event at the library.

“We’ll grow it each year 
and we’ll just keep providing 
information to kids in Hamp-
den. What’s out there, what 
can they go and seek out for 
financial resources to pursue 
their educational dreams,” 

Ashe said. “It’s expensive. 
It’s a very costly endeavor 
and how can we support those 
efforts for those kids and fam-
ilies.”

On supporting a student 
in Hampden and a student 
in East Longmeadow, Ashe 
explained her father grew up 
and lived in Hampden and 
was a Selectman for 33 years, 
while East Longmeadow was 
where he grew his business.

“When I heard, working 
over the last couple of years 
with the Community Founda-
tion, we really weren’t getting 
the word out to potential re-
cipients, how best to do that. 
So I asked the library, could 
we partner up with the Com-
munity Foundation, who is an 
incredible resource. Truly an 
incredible resource for West-
ern Mass, that’s the reason 
why my dad went to them to 
do this,” Ashe said. “How can 
we leverage this opportunity 
and really get the word out? 
So, shaping this event initial-
ly will be Andrea coming in 
and giving it a broad stroke, 
sharing some scholarship op-
portunities that kids can go 
towards.”

During the event, Ashe 
said attendees will also re-
ceive an overview of the John 
M. Flynn Memorial Scholar-
ship and the process of who 
can apply, what it means 
financially, the recipient 
awards and how the fund will 
continue to grow each year. 

Also, how students and 
families can look for financial 
resources on other scholar-
ships that they could qualify 
for. 

“Just providing a low-key 
event for students to come 
with their families or them-
selves and just hear what’s 
out there,” Ashe said. 

She also praised Library 
Director Ellen Moriarty and 
her staff for their impact on 
the community and support. 

“They really have the 
biggest hearts. They really 
just give and give. They’re 
amazing, really,” Ashe said. 
“Gems, just gems.”

Ashe added that her dad 
was always a strong support-
er of education and was also 
a trustee at Elms College, 
involved at UMass Amherst, 
a weekly reader at Green 
Meadows School and encour-
aged her family to pursue ed-
ucation and to always be con-
stant learners.

“He really wanted to do 
this after his passing to en-

sure that his promotion of 
education lives on. That there 
is a thirst out there, a need, if 
you will, for that desire to be 
a constant learner. How do 
you grow yourself is through 
learning and whether it’s in 
the classroom or outside the 
classroom to just continue to 
learn and grow,” Ashe said. 

She hopes attendees take 
away from the upcoming 
event that there are resources 
out there to support them in 
continuing their education.

“We just wanted to pro-
mote that there are some fi-
nancial tools out there and 
leverage the Community 
Foundation of Western Mass 
who does provide, like I said, 
a whole host of scholarships 
for students to take advantage 
of and hopefully those oppor-
tunities support their educa-
tional journey,” Ashe said. 

And, also, the scholarship 
named after her dad is avail-
able and can make a “signifi-
cant impact” in a student’s ed-
ucational journey, financially. 

Andrea Bienvenue, pro-
gram officer for Post-Sec-
ondary Education with the 
Community Foundation 
of Western Massachusetts, 
shared she’s worked with 
Ashe for the last two schol-
arship cycles and was excited 
about the upcoming event.

“We just want to make sure 
that not only are we getting 
the word out that these types 
of scholarships are available, 
but also just the accessibili-
ty that CFWM offers where 
when an applicant puts in an 
application, it’s just a single 
application,” Bienvenue said. 
“We would give them access 
to up to 160 scholarships de-
pending on where their qual-
ifications are and how they 
would answer the questions. 
So, we’re not putting it on 
the student where they have 
to scan our website and see 
what scholarships they would 
potentially qualify for. They 
put in a single application and 
based off how they answer 
it, it would determine what 
scholarships they qualify for 
and we take it from there.”

Bienvenue said CFWM 
has been around for 35 years 
and began with scholarships, 
adding that years later, schol-
arship recipients have come 
back to the organization to 
support it, whether through 
financially investing, volun-
teering or working with an-
other organization.

“It’s wonderful. We feel 
so blessed where we have 
such a generous community 
that wants to see our students 
thrive and are making sure 
that they are investing into 
our community and investing 
into our students,” Bienvenue 
said. 

On the qualifications for 
the John M. Flynn Memo-
rial Scholarship, Bienvenue 
shared public service is a fo-
cus. 

“We don’t want anyone to 
be turned away or concerned 
with that wording. Public ser-
vice has a very broad over-
view and Megan’s made sure 
to make that clear. So, it could 
be maybe it’s through your 
job, maybe it’s through you’re 
captain of a sports team, may-
be you are a camp counselor, 
maybe you are volunteering,” 
Bienvenue said. “So, it could 
be through any of those por-
tals that would give you high 
consideration for it.”

Over $10,000 has also 
been given away for this spe-
cific scholarship, Bienvenue 
added, and the family also set 
it to one student from Hamp-
den and East Longmeadow to 
have that significant financial 
impact.

She also encouraged peo-
ple to still apply for scholar-
ships even while in college, 
because there are others they 
can apply for through the 
CFWM, especially if you’re 
post-baccalaureate, in a 
doctoral program, graduate 
school or a master’s program.  

Also, interest-free loans 
are available.

“With the demand of 
higher education and the ed-
ucational loans just becom-
ing larger and larger, we still 
know that these students need 
money and need to take loans 
out, so what we do offer ev-
ery year is $3,000 a year paid 
directly to the student—and 
they can request that up to 
four years or $12,000 total—
it’s completely interest-free 
and they would not be respon-
sible to pay it back until after 
they graduated or they exited 
school,” Bienvenue said. 

Ashe’s message was this.
“I hope the kids are able 

to come and learn about these 
scholarship opportunities, 
truly. That’s what we want. 
We want them to come and 
listen and hopefully there’s 
useful information they can 
apply to their educational 
journey,” Ashe said. “That’s 
really the outcome.”

Scholarship Info Night coming Oct. 8

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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HEARTS & CRAFTS 
STATION

1339 main street, palmer, ma
We are a do it yourself craft space, ceramics,

wood, holiday decor, jewelry and more.
Contact Laura Pompei 413-575-8232
heartsandcraftsstation@gmail.com

Hearts and Crafts Station in Facebook
heartsandcraftsstation.com

lb
$199

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
9/24/26-9/30/269/24/26-9/30/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN PEPPERIDGE FARMS

CHOCOLATE FUDGE
LAYER CAKE 19.6 OZ ......................

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SWORDFISH
STEAKS 1 LB BAG .............................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN YANKEE TRADE

CRAB BURGERS 16 OZ .....................

77¢USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$529

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE TI,ES
lb $499

USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$499

lb

USDA INSP. 
1/2 SMOKED 
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC ......

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN RIB END or 
LOIN END ROAST ................

USDA INSP. STOREMADE CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

BONELESS CHICKEN THIGHS .........
USDA INSP. STOREMADE BOURBON MARINATED

STEAKHOUSE TIPS ................ lb

lb
$369

$599

$399
ea

lb

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN 
SPOON ROAST or STEAK

BEEF STRIPLOIN

$788
lb

$222
lb

$229
lb

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

WHOLE WHOLE 
oror HALF HALF

$399

$777
lb

$169USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN TRAY PAK ... lb

ea

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN

  

 CUT 
FREE

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Start your smile journey today!
Scan to book a complimentary consult.

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

NO REFERRAL NEEDED

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Start your smile journey today!
Scan to book a complimentary consult.

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

NO REFERRAL NEEDED
Emergency 

Service Available
(413) 374-1322

Pumping • Installation • Title 5 Inspections • Perc Tests
SEWER PUMP REPAIRS • FULLY INSURED • FAMILY OWNED

                                   566-2916

HAMPDEN SEPTIC
Time To Get 
Your Septic 
Pumped, 
Call To 

Book Now!
WE ARE A LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS

WE’RE STILL TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS!

COMMUNITY

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Select-
board unanimously approved 
the formation of the Hampden 
150th Committee during its 
Sept. 15 meeting.

The committee would fo-
cus on planning for the town’s 
150th anniversary celebration 
in 2028.

James Smith, a former 
member of the board, also 
made an appearance for the 
discussion.

Chair John Flynn explained 
how he reached out to Smith 
about this.

“We’ve been kicking 
around the talk of the 150th 

celebration of Hampden for a 
couple years. We’ve appropri-
ated money over two or three 
years starting back with Bob. 
We have $20,000,” Flynn said. 
“Brian has told us that there’s 
an opportunity to ask the state 
for another $10,000, which 
they put towards events like 
this.”

Flynn said what they don’t 
have “is a plan going forward.”

“Now, we’re two years 
away and—if I remember 
correctly—the 100th one was 
done in the fall. Obviously, 
here, you see the cover of the 
town report, fireworks, the 
whole thing. Jim, I think it was 
like in September or October. 
something like that,” Flynn 
said.

After the board and Smith 
noted other items, Flynn said 
this.

“We really need somebody 
to poncho it. We’ve had peo-
ple like, kicking the tires, but 
I reached out to Jim because 
you’ve got a great history with 
the town, knows the right peo-
ple, and Jim, would you be in-
terested in, like, at least getting 
all the cats in a row?” Flynn 
said.

Smith said yes.
“I’d be interested in spear-

heading it and working on it,” 
Smith said. “I would reach 
out to some friends and see 
if they’re interested. I have 
friends that they don’t want 
to be political, but they would 
participate in something be-

cause it doesn’t require taking 
a position on something.”

Flynn noted there were a 
couple names that expressed 
interest in the past as well, 
adding this.

“I would like to put it 
out there, actually. Get some 
younger people as well. May-
be an outreach, put some-
thing in the Scribe, that type 
of thing,” Flynn said. “And 
really, you build your group 
up, Jim, you’ve run this 10, 
a dozen times. Too big is too 
many, too small is too few. The 
right number where everybody 
has something to do and bring 
it back. It makes it easier. You 
don’t want a 15-member com-
mittee, but you don’t want two 
people doing the whole thing 

either.”
“And I’m assuming at this 

point in time that you haven’t 
defined the committee or any-
thing,” Smith said.

“Nothing,” Flynn said.
“We’re looking to do some 

brainstorming and reaching 
out,” Smith said.

“We’re looking for a lead-
er,” Selectboard Member Don 
Davenport said. 

Flynn next added this.
“We did not appropriate 

anything at the Spring Town 
Meeting and, at this point, we 
don’t have plans to appropriate 
at the fall. I think we’re as-
suming that the $10,000 we’re 
getting from the state will take 
the place of this year’s appro-
priation,” Flynn said. “Brian, 

there’s no real issue with get-
ting that $10,000, right, from 
the state?”

Town Administrator Bri-
an Domina didn’t think there 
would be an issue.

“We just have to make sure 
that we apply(in) enough time 
to the legislature,” Domina 
said.

“Which would give us, at 
this point, $30,000,” Flynn 
said. “So, that’s where we are.”

“And we might be able 
to get private contributions,” 
Smith said.

“Could be,” Flynn said.
The board then unanimous-

ly approved the formation of 
the committee, with Smith at 
the helm, wishing him good 
luck. 

Selectboard approves formation of Hampden 150th Committee

to us called traffic pillows, 
which was a new technology 
we hadn’t as a team consid-
ered. Maybe that’s a piece 
of something we look at,” 
Breault said. “But as far as 
study, we’d like to have it 
considered to see what mea-
sures in total.”

He concluded his thought 
by stating he’d imagine it 
would be “more than one ap-
proach to resolve as residents 
have suggested already to us.”

“It would need a third-par-
ty study to really take a look 
at how best to approach that, 
the issues over there,” Breault 

said.
Select Board Clerk Mi-

chael Squindo questioned if 
the proposed measures could 
increase traffic pressure in the 
surrounding area and won-
dered if the possibility could 
be included in the traffic 
study. He expressed concerns 
about how the measures could 
increase traffic on Stony Hill 
Road, which already experi-
ences traffic flow problems.

“You’re putting that much 
more traffic on Stony Hill, 
which may just perpetuate an 
issue on Stony Hill and have 
this cycle of requests,” Squin-
do said. “I’m not opposed to 
it, I just want to be mindful of 

the immediate areas around 
there may be directly or indi-
rectly impacted should any of 
the study results come forth 
as practical options and what-
ever that means in the consid-
eration of going this process.”

“Effectively, you’re just 
saying you’re just taking the 
problem and moving it some-
where else,” Select Board 
Chair Marc Ducey said.

“I think so. Depending 
on what you’re doing, I think 
you are,” Squindo said. “But 
we just want to be mindful of 
that when we’re looking at an 
isolated study.”

Ducey acknowledged it 
was a fair point from Squin-

do, adding the traffic study 
could provide useful informa-
tion. He then asked Breault if 
he had an estimation of how 
much the study would cost. 

Breault replied how a past 
study the Economic Develop-
ment Committee had request-
ed $50,000 from American 
Rescue Plan Act funds and 
the study itself used about 
$48,000.  

After Ducey recalled with 
that discussion that if the 
committee did “a full-blown 
traffic study” it was going to 
be six figures, Breault said 
this. 

“I think we’re probably 
looking at least six figures,” 

Breault said.
“Okay. Well, I think it’s 

something we should prob-
ably look at when get a full 
Board and we talk more about 
it,” Ducey said. 

Breault added after fund-
ing is secured, the next step 
would be going out to bid and 
suggested having an estimate.

“I’m saying I think it 
would be six figures, but I’d 
want to have a better idea to 
come back,” Breault said.

Ducey added how he 
drives down Glenn Drive 
about once a day during the 
week and has noticed “a fair 
amount of police presence, 
which is a good thing there.”

UPDATES from page 1

WILBRAHAM - The 
Wilbraham Select Board 
has called a Fall Special 
Town Meeting for Monday, 
November 9, 2026, at 6:30 
p.m. in the Minnechaug 
Regional High School Au-
ditorium. The deadline to 
submit all warrant articles, 
including petitioned war-
rant articles, is anticipated 
to be Friday, Sept. 25, at 
Noon. The Select Board 
shall confirm the deadline 
during their regular meeting 
on Sept. 14. 

Confirmation of the 

deadline will be posted 
on the Town’s website at: 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov

Petitioned warrant ar-
ticles for a Special Town 
Meeting must have the 
signatures of one-hundred 
(100) registered voters. 
Petition papers must be 
obtained from the Town 
Clerk’s office. Petitioned 
articles with signatures 
are submitted to the Select 
Board’s office. Petitioned 
articles shall be placed in 
the warrant as-is, without 
edit by the Town.

Fall STM set for Nov. 9 Irish Comedy 
Show coming 
to Wilbraham 

WILBRAHAM - The 
Friends of Wilbraham Se-
niors will be sponsoring  
popular comedy show 
“JOKES MY IRISH FA-
THER TOLD ME” on Fri-
day evening Oct. 2. Come 
relax and enjoy an evening 
from a much-needed break 
from everyday routines. 
Comedian Dave Kane, who 
portrayed Fr. Patrick Aloy-
sius in the comedy show 
“Misgivings” last year will 
have you laughing at his 
one lines and jokes. Last 
year his show was a sell-
out here, and we expect 
this one will be mobbed. 
Tickets are only $20 and 
are on sale at the Wilbra-
ham Senior Center, 250 
Springfield St, Wilbraham, 
MA. Doors open 6:30 pm. 
Limited seating. All tickets 
must be purchased in ad-
vance. Stop in today. No 
reservations. No holds. All 
proceeds to support multi-
ple programs and services 
for Wilbraham Seniors. 
For more information on 
either event, contact Matt 
Villamaino 413-896-2206 
or visit the Wilbraham Se-
nior Center.

WILBRAHAM - The Wil-
braham Knights of Columbus 
Council 10195 will sponsor a 
major fundraising benefit din-
ner to support the Community 
Survival Center in Indian Or-
chard. 

The Survival Center helps 
feed and cloth over 400 indi-
viduals each month in Wil-
braham, Hampden, Ludlow, 
Indian Orchard and 16 Acres. 
According to Executive Di-
rector, Cristal Turcotte, this 
year is particularly impacted 

by continued high inflation 
and cuts in SNAP benefits. 
“Our shelves are very bare” 
according to Turcotte, “and 
with the holidays fast ap-
proaching we are asking for 
assistance to please help us 
support those in need.”

The benefit dinner will 
be held Saturday Oct. 17 at 
5 p.m. at Saint Cecilia Par-
ish Center, 42 Main Street, 
Wilbraham and will feature 
a delicious homemade chick-
en parm and pasta Italian 

dinner complete with salad, 
bread, coffee and cannoli’s. 
The event will include nu-
merous raffles and musical 
entertainment with sing-a-
longs and strolling violinist. 
Tickets are limited and cost 
$20. They may be purchased 
by contacting George Reich at 
ticketskoc10195@gmail.com 
or may be picked up at after 
Mass in the St. Cecilia rotun-
da starting on September 26.

Knights Sponsor Benefit Dinner to support 
Community Survival Center Oct. 17
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Today’s thinking.
Yesterday’s values.

Friendly, local 
and professional.

Strategies
built for you.

Securities offered through LPL Financial.  Member FINRA/SIPC.  Advisory Services offered through
Trombley Wealth Management, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

Trombleywealth.com
 413-596-6992

2022 Boston Rd.
Wilbraham, MA

Investment & 
Retirement Planning

More than just returns.
Minimum required.

All Makes & Models 

Car Show
Oct 3, 2026 from 10am to 2pm

Chicopee Moose Club
244 Fuller Road, Chicopee

Come on out and bring your classic to the annual 
All Makes & Models Car Show presented by the 

Corvette Club of Western Mass.
Food, beverages, raffles, trophies and live music 

provided by The Blue Groove Band.
★★★ $20 car entry fee & Spectators are FREE! ★★★

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Caddy 
Shak Indoor Golf Club is set 
to open its doors in Wilbraham 
with a tentative date of Sun-
day, Sept. 27.

Caddy Shak Indoor Golf 
Club will be located at 757B 
Main St., right next door to 
Rice Fruit Farm, and will 
have two indoor golf simula-
tor bays—which also includes 
family games—retail, in-
cluding a clothing line called 
Golfish—a company out of 
Ireland—and arcade space, 
grip changes and golf acces-
sories including golf balls and 
gloves, with hopes to have 
high-end drivers for custom-
ers to rent.

There is also a Found-
ing Member membership for 
$1,000 per year, which lets 
members use an hour a day to 
compete with other customers 
on the calendar, with every 
hour after that prorated for the 
members as well. 

Other memberships in-
clude Solo Swing for $59 per 
month, Weekly Player for $99 
per month and All-Access 
Solo for $189 per month. 

A third indoor golf simula-
tor is in the works to open in 
November and will be offered 
for corporate events, birthday 
parties, and other activities. 

Discounts for first re-
sponders and veterans are also 
in the works. 

On Sept. 27, there will 
be an open house with light 
refreshments from 8 a.m. to 
Noon, with tee times starting 
at 1 p.m. and running through 
9 p.m.

Caddy Shak Indoor Golf 
will be open seven days a 
week from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
and all bookings can be done 
online at caddyshakindoor-
golf.com. 

Cash will be on hand when 
processing the games at the ar-
cade, while everything else is 
payment by credit card. 

Co-owners Gary LaMotte 
and Jonathan Bousquet, who 
both work as firefighters, ex-
pressed excitement for the 
upcoming opening, with La-
Motte explaining the technol-
ogy.

“They’re great high-end 
systems. We’ll be running GS 
Pro with the Pro GBX Sim-
ulator. We have touchscreen 
monitors, fast as computers, 
so there’s no lag. We have a 
0.3-second reaction time from 
the time you hit the ball to the 
time you see the image on the 
screen, so it’s very, very quick. 
There’s no delay or lag,” LaM-
ott said.

Bousquet talked about the 
unique design and providing 

that barnboard feel to comple-
ment Rice’s. 

“As you can see in our 
building, everything is 
hand-crafted. All of our lum-
ber was locally purchased and 
hand-planed and burnt, so it’s 
a really unique feel. We want 
it to be a destination for our 
customers and we’re really ex-
cited about to offer high-quali-
ty product,” Bousquet said.

Bousquet said he has a 
friend who’s a property man-
ager in town, JP McGrath, 
who was leasing a building. 
He came to look at it with Mc-
Grath to learn more.

“I thought that the space 
was appropriate for simula-
tors, so kind of all came to-
gether and it was like, ‘Alright, 
let’s try to make this happen,’” 
Bousquet said. “I’m very hap-
py with the product. I think the 
owners are very excited about 
this, about this opportunity for 
us to be in here and we cer-
tainly appreciate them for this 
opportunity. I think we really 
made the vision of what we 

wanted come to fruition.”
LaMotte, who sparked the 

idea for the business, shared 
he wanted to originally build 
one at his house in his yard, 
but it didn’t go as planned. 

“I was just talking at the ta-
ble and, next thing you know, 
we started having a conversa-
tion and just the ball started 
rolling from there and then we 
just did it and this is what it 
became. So, now we’re here,” 
LaMotte said. “It’s been a long 
road. Been working on it a 
long time.”

LaMotte, a golfer himself, 
is also passionate about the 
sport.

“I like to get out there. I 
love to talk about it and watch 
it on TV and just like to play 
all the time,” LaMotte said.

One thing that was import-
ant to LaMotte and Bousquet 
was offering a space for every-
one in the community, from 
families and students who 
play on the golf team at Min-
nechaug to local players. 

“A lot of the simulators, 

they’re in bars and things like 
that and young kids can’t go in 
and play on their own or junior 
golfers. So, we wanted a place 
where junior golfers can come 
and play too, because golf is 
a sport for everyone and we 
want to make sure that ev-
eryone’s comfortable in here, 
whether it’s junior golfers, 
women, men. This is the spot 
for everyone,” LaMotte said. 
“The local golf teams can have 
a place to practice now in the 
local area, which I think is a 
really good thing.”

“When we were growing 
up, there was always a place to 
go. I felt like that’s kind of by 
the wayside now,” Bousquet 
said.

“There was always, like, 
the rec center we had where 
you can go and play pool and 
we did things like that. Now, 
there’s nothing and kids are al-
ways around here and they’re 
always riding their bikes, but 
there’s nothing for them to 
do,” LaMotte said. 

Bousquet added that an-

other goal was providing “an 
instructional atmosphere” for 
the young golfers.

“Hopefully, we’re going to 
have people in here that can 
help people with the swing, 
help people learn how to play 
and that also is going to build 
confidence and a lot of pos-
itive things come along with 
that,” Bousquet said. “I be-
lieve if you’re good at, like, 
sports and you’re working on 
a skill, that translates into be-
haviors and work and school 
and stuff like that. I believe 
everything comes full circle 
with just having a good envi-
ronment and a good sport to 
play and kind of learning that 
as you go.”

LaMotte agreed, noting the 
etiquette and professionalism 
found in golf.

“Golf is a lot about eti-
quette, professionalism and 
tucking your shirt in, stuff like 
that,” LaMotte said. 

Bousquet’s message was 

this.
“We’re very happy and 

proud to be part of Wilbraham, 
in this community and proud 
to offer a product that, again, 
goes back to that will translate 
into positive reinforcement 
to juniors and a safe environ-
ment for all golfers and to of-
fer, again, for the professional 
golfer, a place to go to get golf 
balls and skills, get the high-
end golf balls that they want or 
if they want their grip chang-
es. It’s something that’s local.”

“It’s also firefighter-veter-
an owned,” LaMotte added. 

“We’ve been serving the 
community and the country 
for a long time, so this is what 
we do and we’re just happy to 
be here and hope to grow the 
business with the community,” 
Bousquet said. 

To learn more, visit cad-
dyshakindoorgolf.com, call 
413-455-6966 or check out 
their Facebook and Instagram 
pages. 

Caddy Shak Indoor Golf Club set to open in Wilbraham
The logo for 
Caddy Shak 

Indoor Golf Club.

Gary LaMotte and Jonathan Bousquet are the co-owners of 
Caddy Shak Indoor Golf Club that’s about to open in Wilbraham 
later this month. 

Here are the retail products that 
will be sold at the business.

An interior shot inside Caddy Shak Golf Club, slated to open 
very soon in Wilbraham.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

The indoor golf simulator on display for future players.

BUSINESS
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Letters to the editor should be 
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter writers to 
include his or her town of residence 
and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal 
attacks, defamation of character and 
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by 
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor, 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly correct 

factual errors that appear in this paper 
and can be substantiated. Corrections 
or clarifications will always appear on 
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail 
or mailed communication to the editor 
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 
is published every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc. One year out of town 
subscriptions are available at $45, out 
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission 
of news material, letters to the editor 
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Editorial 
Policy

VIEWPOINTS

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Wilbraham-Hampden 

Times welcomes readers to 
participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to 
the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent 
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed 
to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
krivers@turley.com. Please include 
a daytime telephone number for 
verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered 
for that Thursday’s newspaper. 
No attack letters will be printed. 
No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy 
will be printed. If the volume of 
letters received is larger than the 
space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, 
the newspaper reserves the right 
to print a representative sample. 
No endorsement letters will be 
printed in the last edition before the 
election. 

For more information, call the 
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election 

coverage, the newspaper plans to 
print stories about contested races 
for Congress, state Senate, state 
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well 
as a question-and-answer voters 
guide. In order to ensure fairness 
to all candidates, no political press 
releases will be printed, nor will 
reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to 
further publicize their candidacy, 
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid 
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden 
Times.

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters
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Dr. Roland and 
Claire Stebbins

There are so many won-
derful things about this 
couple, Dr. Roland and 

Claire Stebbins. 
They both have jovial per-

sonalities with him joking that 
after celebrating 69 years of 
marriage this past May, they 
still liked each other and even 
enjoy doing nothing together! 

They’ve lived very full 
and productive lives, he as a 
Pediatrician and she as a Lab 
Technician. 

That is of course be-
sides raising three sons and a 
daughter. Their four children 
have blessed them with nine 
grandchildren and Roland 
kidded, the family’s growing 
with 11 and three quarters 
great-grandchildren, the new-
est addition arriving in No-
vember.

Claire also worked at 
Holyoke Hospital; her ex-
pertise was with pediatric 
patients and was often called 
to draw a baby’s blood. She 
explained that Roland has 
what’s referred to as “rolling 
veins” which can be difficult 
to draw blood from.  

She chuckled saying when 
they went for their blood tests 
to get married, she offered to 
take his blood, being a pro-
fessional. The “rolling veins” 
threw her a curve so had to 
have the specialist do it after 
all, but has since become an 
expert.  

After raising their four 
children, Claire went back to 
Holyoke Hospital but as a vol-
unteer in their gift shop. 

Her eyes lit up as she ex-
plained how much she en-
joyed doing that. It entailed 
not only helping the store 
customers but also visiting 
patient rooms.

Roland and Claire lived 
pretty sparsely in the begin-
ning as she became pregnant 
when he was still in medical 
school. Luckily, she enjoyed 

cooking which helped with 
costs, boasting that she made 
a delicious spaghetti sauce.  

Roland shared some of 
his experiences, one being 
his first disastrous speaking 
engagement at Mt. Marie in 
Holyoke. 

They were supposed to 
supply the movie with him 
answering questions after the 
viewing. He got there, they 
thought he was bringing the 
movie so instead, after giving 
a 10-minute lesson to a totally 
nonengaged audience, he had 
one of the nuns ask him some 
prepared questions which still 
brought no participation. 

He considered this his 
worst teaching moment.

Two other pediatricians 
joined Roland when creating 
the Holyoke Pediatrics prac-
tice. Every three weeks the 
doctors volunteered at the 
“Milk Station” in Holyoke’s 
most needy community. 

He reminisced fondly 
about the dedication of all 
the nurses and staff, making 
sure the children and families 
were helped with not only 
their medical necessities, but 
offered help wherever need-
ed. Their practice wound up 
with four doctors, but now has 
about a dozen

Roland was also involved 
with the Western New En-
gland Golden Gloves boxing 
tournaments by volunteer-
ing with prefight exams and 
sometimes staying during the 
fights as there always had to 
be a physician present.  Most 
boxers he passed through but 
remembered one young man 
devasted when he had to re-
ject him due to a ruptured ear 
drum and didn’t want to take 
the chance of further injury.  

In order to play high 
school sports, students needed 
a yearly physical exam prior 
to participating. Needless to 
say, the coaches were very 
appreciative as they had two 
pediatricians from his prac-
tice doing free exams for three 
nights so the kids who didn’t 

have a regular doctor could 
still play.

Roland accepted a volun-
teer position and served for 15 
years on the Holyoke Board of 
Heath along with other medi-
cal professionals. He said here 
he learned more about public 
health than he had in medical 
school.  His working years 
were when house calls hap-
pened and there were no cell 
phones, so had to find a land-
line for all communication. 
When on call for the Emer-
gency Room, with no modern 
technology, you just always 
had to show up.

Both Roland and Claire 
were co-chairs along with 
Jim and Rosalie Hobert for 
Holyoke’s 200th anniversary 
festivities.  

Laughingly Roland said 
he really only did about 10% 
of the work, that it was re-
ally Claire who was on the 
committee to organize five 
different venues at various 
locations throughout the city 
that included excellent food, 
ballroom dances and fun for 
all. He revealed they agreed 
no drinking otherwise by the 
fifth site they wouldn’t be 
standing!

Roland shared when he 
started his practice, an Irish 
couple came in with the baby 
who had meningitis. It was 
touch and go, then several 
months later they brought in 
the healthy baby along with a 
treasured authentic Irish stein 
as a thank you. 

He fondly reminisced 
while vacationing in Jamica, 
they stopped by a Catholic 
Church unknowingly that it 
was a children’s communion 
service. They were so excited 
to witness this, giving each 
child a congratulatory dollar 
bill and described how much 
fun it was to watch them gig-
gle with acceptance. 

I would have loved to have 
him as my son’s pediatrician, 
how about you or maybe he 
was yours!  

If you’d like to share a 
Random Act of Kindness story 
or if this one has touched you, 
please contact me at bdt514@
aol.com or 413-575-9385.  
Who knows, you might see 
your story, “just ‘cause” you 
witnessed, you did or were 
the recipient of a kind gesture.  
See you soon with another 
Random Act of Kindness.

By Barb Turcotte

Dear Rusty: 
I am 69 1/2 years old 

now and applied for Social 
Security at the end of June. 

I am still working and 
was planning to begin my 
retirement in September. A 
couple of factors arose for 
me to question if I made a 
hasty decision by applying 
for SS. 

The employer I have 
been working for the last 
29 years has asked if I 
would stay on a little lon-
ger, which would be good 
because we have some debt 
I want to lose before I re-
tire. 

I was reading about 
suspending Social Securi-
ty and continuing to work. 
If I understand it right, if I 
suspend my SS, no payback 
will be required, and I can 
continue to work until I’m 
ready to retire. No spousal 
benefits taken yet. 

Signed: Reevaluating 
my Retirement

Dear Reevaluating
Retirement: 

I’m assuming you asked 
for your Socal Security 
benefits to start in Septem-
ber (when you originally 
planned to retire), but that 
you won’t be 70 years old 
until March 2027. 

If that is correct, be 
aware that you will not im-
mediately get all of your 
earned Delayed Retirement 
Credits when your benefits 
start in September – you 
will only initially get the 
DRCs you have earned 
through the end of 2025. 

That’s because Social 
Security usually applies 
DRCs in January of each 
year. So, what will happen 
is that your September ben-
efit amount will lack the 
5.3% DRCs you earned in 
2026, until January 2027 
when they will apply the 
DRCs earned in 2026 to 
your monthly payment 
amount. 

Said simply, your ini-
tial September benefit will 
not include your full age 
69.5 entitlement because 
it won’t include the 5.3% 
extra you earned in 2026. 
That extra monthly amount 
will be awarded in January 
2027. 

FYI, if you were to, 
instead, claim for your 
SS benefits to start in the 
month you turn 70 (March 
2027), you would get your 
full age 70 amount im-
mediately (SS awards all 
earned DRCs if benefits 
are claimed to start in the 
month you turn 70).

Now, on to your ques-
tion: Yes, if you take your 
benefits effective with Sep-
tember 2026 you can sus-
pend your benefits, but you 
can only suspend them until 
the month you turn 70. And 
if you are suspending your 
benefits, you will not need 
to repay Social Security for 
any benefits you happen to 

receive before you suspend. 
As is obvious, you will 

not receive any SS pay-
ments while your benefits 
are suspended, and you will 
earn DRCs for the months 
your benefits are suspend-
ed, resulting in a higher 
monthly amount at age 70. 
Also, since you have al-
ready passed your SS Full 
Retirement Age, you can 
work and earn as much as 
you like, without your So-
cial Security benefits being 
negatively affected. 

Regarding your com-
ment “No Spousal benefits 
taken yet.” FYI, you cannot 
get spousal benefits while 
your benefits are suspend-
ed, nor can your wife get 
spousal benefits from you 
while you SS retirement 
benefits are suspended. 

To be clear, spouse ben-
efits are only paid when 
one spouse’s benefit at 
their FRA is less than 50% 
of the other spouse’s FRA 
benefit. Spouse benefits are 
always based upon FRA 
entitlements, not on the 
larger amounts which will 
result from waiting longer 
to claim. 

In other words, your 
wife would only be eligible 
for a spousal benefit from 
you if her FRA entitlement 
was less than 50% of your 
FRA entitlement (not your 
age 70 SS entitlement). 
And she cannot get a spou-
sal benefit while your bene-
fits are suspended.

To recap: Yes, you can 
suspend receipt of your SS 
retirement benefits until the 
month you turn 70 and get 
credit for that delay (re-
sulting in a higher benefit). 
And, yes, you can contin-
ue working as long as you 
wish and your benefits will 
not be negatively affected. 

And just for added in-
formation, you can also ask 
Social Security to withdraw 
your current application 
for SS benefits and then 
reapply in January 2027 
for your benefits to start 
in March 2027, the month 
you turn 70. You have both 
options.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security Asso-
ciation  To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

I’m evaluating my retirement 
plan; what are my options?

Someone reported hear-
ing as sandhill crane 
calling in New Brain-

tree, but did not see it. Re-
cently, someone saw a pair of 
sandhill cranes in a field on 
Pleasant Street in Barre. The 
cranes stayed about a week 

and then left.
S a n d h i l l 

Cranes are 
large birds 
that live in 
open habitats, 
so they’re fairly easy to spot. 
They are gray overall, have 

red foreheads, white cheeks, 
a long dark bill and dark legs.

Immature birds have red-

dish-brown upper parts and 
gray underparts and lack the 
red foreheads. This makes 
it easy to pick out the par-
ents from the youngsters 
even when they are the same 
height. 

Sandhill cranes make a 
loud trumpeting call that can 
be heard for long distances. 
They are mainly herbivores, 
but feed on other foods de-
pending on availability. They 
will feed on berries, small 
mammals, insects, snails, rep-
tiles and amphibians.

These cranes raise one 
brood per year. The female 
lays one to three brownish 
eggs. Both sexes build the 
nest using plant material and 

both incubate and feed the 
young.

In summer cranes are of-
ten seen in small bogs, marsh-
es and prairies across north-
ern North America and the 
southeastern United States. 
In winter they form immense 
flocks in places like Bosque 
del Apache, New Mexico and 
Anahuac National Wildlife 
Refuge, Texas. 

Sandhill crane’s call is 
a loud, rolling, trumpeting 
sound whose unique tone is 
a product of anatomy. They 
have long tracheas that coil 
into the sternum and help the 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Sandhill crane

Please see BACKYARD, 
page 10
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COMMUNITY
BULLETIN BOARD

Readers are encouraged to send in 
medium to high resolution photos 

for this page by e-mail to 
krivers@turley.com or

mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 

WILBRAHAMWILBRAHAM
HAMPDENHAMPDEN

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Send us in
your 

announcements!
Happy Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run 

here free of charge, please keep it 

to less than 50 words.

Please send to krivers@turley.com

2341 Boston Road, Wilbraham
The Wilbraham Shops • 413.279.1700

Common Grounds Cafe of Wilbraham

_commongroundscoffee

Fresh Hot & Iced 
Coffee, Matcha, Chai, 
Smoothies, Breakfast 

Sandwiches, 
Muffins & Pastries

Host Your Meetings With Us!
We Have Ample Space in 

Our Upstairs Seating Area - 
Perfect For Office Meetings, 

Conferences, Interviews 
& More. Call Us Today 

To Reserve Space!

 
Hours: 

Mon.-Fri. 7am-1pm, 
Sat. 8am-1pm, Sun. closed

Submitted photo Rachel Hapgood

The Wilbraham Public Library’s Teen Advisory 
Board has returned for the start of a new year on 
Sept. 14. 

Submitted photo and
 caption Sue Agnew

These St. Cecilia Women’s 
Club members were honored 

for their years of service at 
the club’s Sept. 8 meeting.  

Left to right they are:
Carol Sibilia, 55 years; 

Sandy Moore and Simone 
Markham, 25 years;  

Jean Blanchard, 40 years; and 
Gloria Gallagher, 45 years.

Anniversary 
members 

honored at 
St. Cecilia 

meeting

Rep. Angelo J. Puppolo, Jr. 
presents citation to Little 
Ivy learning Academy

Submitted photos and caption 
Cheryl Spinks

Representative Angelo J. 
Puppolo, Jr. continues his 

support of education and local, 
small businesses by recognizing 

them and their contributions to 
the communities they serve. He 

recently presented an official 
citation from the Massachusetts 

House of Representatives to 
Owner, Director and Teacher 

Nicole Disa to mark the special 
occasion of the Grand Opening 

of her new preschool, Little 
Ivy Learning Academy, located 
at 2 Crane Park in Wilbraham. 

Pictured are Rep Puppolo (left), 
Nicole Disa (center) and Teacher 

McKenna Patterson (right) 
with some of the new students 

joining in on the celebration.

WPL Teen 
Advisory Board 
is back!

Photo and caption courtesy of Wilbraham Police Department

Thank you LUSO Federal Credit Union for remembering us 
today with breakfast from Tandem Bagel Company.

WPD 
receives 
gift from 
Rice’s

Photo and caption courtesy of
Wilbraham Police Department

Thank you Rice Fruit Farm 
for hooking us up over the 
weekend. It was greatly 
appreciated!

Breakfast gift for the WPD
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Veterans Day Salute
The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

 ~ November 5, 2026 ~

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times
 will be saluting our local veterans

(from all wars and branches, including
honoring deceased veterans), reservists,

active duty U.S. Military members.

Please submit a photo of your veteran with his
or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown
by email to jamie@turley.com or drop off a photo to

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

All photos will be returned.

Please submit your photo no later than
Monday, October 27, 2026.

There is no cost to submit a photo. 
No photos will be accepted after deadline.

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. A place for worship
  7. Referee declaration
 10. Torsos
 12. Used to introduce 

something
 13. Healing method
 14. Takes to the sea
 15. Make law
 16. French coastal city
 17. Hawaiian dish
 18. Young of domestic 

cattle
 19. Women’s 

undergarments
 21. 60-minute intervals 

(abbr.)
 22. One after another
 27. It’s a hot topic 

these days
 28. Folk band frontman

 33. They precede C
 34. Heavenly
 36. Fiddler crabs
 37. Major Hindu deity
 38. Hebrew given 

name
 39. Cost per mile
 40. __ Romeo, car
 41. Rural municipality 

in Manitoba
 44. Narratives
 45. “A tragedy had __ 

him”
 48. Iranian city
 49. Praises publicly
 50. Founding Father 

Franklin
 51. Herbal teA

CLUES DOWN
  1. Indian unit of mass

  2. “Tears in Heaven” 
singer Clapton

  3. Part of a sailing 
vessel

  4. Part of (abbr.)
  5. Polynesian garland 

of flowers
  6. Keyboard key
  7. One who steals
  8. Large oven
  9. Former CIA
 10. Idea
 11. Solomon Islands 

capital
 12. Afrikaans
 14. Remove thatch
 17. Television network
 18. Jalen Brunson is 

one
 20. Title of respect
 23. Flowering trees

 24. Occurring in a tube
 25. Exists
 26. Woman (French)
 29. Expression of doubt
 30. NHL legend Bobby
 31. Accomplished
 32. Makes slightly wet
 35. National Assn. of 

Manufacturers
 36. Not sated
 38. Poe’s middle name
 40. Swiss river
 41. Rhythmic pattern in 

Indian music
 42. “Shane” actor Ladd
 43. Popular whodunit 

board game
 44. Bar bill
 45. Ballplayer’s tool
 46. Indicates near
 47. Feet per second

Robert and MaryAnn 
Cilley from Monson, who 
have six grandchildren—five 
grandsons and one grand-
daughter – said that they en-
joyed their Grandparents Day. 

“I always come for the 
Grandparents Day (event) and 
then it’s a bonus to have bin-
go…with Boomer!,” she said.

Boomer was accompa-
nied by two Thunderbirds 
representatives, Tommy Dlu-
golenski, who jokingly re-
ferred to himself as “Boom-
er’s Bodyguard” and Kiefer 
Morrow, both from Connecti-
cut. They didn’t come emp-
ty-handed, bringing with 
them many Thunderbirds 
themed prizes for the Bingo 
winners.  

At the prize table were 
Thunderbirds Stress Pucks -- 
soft squeezable blue hockey 
pucks --, pens, koozies – in-
sulated sleeves used to keep 
cans and bottles cool while 
protecting someone’s hands 
from getting too cold –, a 
special Thunderbirds poster 
and a pennant from the Thun-
derbirds’ Springfield Indians 
Throwback Night event. Win-
ners were invited to select a 
prize from the table and could 
pick a second smaller item as 
well.

Of course, they didn’t for-
get the grand prize of a small, 
soft backpack with a four 
pack of tickets to an upcom-
ing Thunderbirds game. The 
grand prize was saved for a 
cover-all bingo at the end of 
the event.

Tina Doran, Program & 
Volunteer Coordinator at the 
Senior Center, took to the mic 
to greet all the guests and kick 
off the hour of “BINGO with 

BOOMER”. 
She explained that attend-

ees would be provided with 
only one bingo card each so 
that everyone would have an 
equal chance to win a prize.

Phil Hanrahan from 
Hampden, the Center’s long-
time bingo caller, was already 
at her usual table with the bin-
go balls ready to roll in their 
cage. She announced to the 
crowd that “We’re just doing 
a regular bingo, across, down 
or diagonally or four corners.” 

“I-30,” she called, and the 
games began.

The winner of the first bin-
go game was Tom Kavanaugh 
from East Longmeadow, who 
came up to claim his prize. 
He didn’t wait long to make 
a repeat visit to the prize table 
to claim more Thunderbirds 
items as he was also the sec-
ond winner, having complet-
ed a bingo on the next game.

Always looking to have 
fun, Boomer then joked with 
two-time winner Tom by 
“stealing” his lucky bingo 

card and holding it up as a 
trophy before giving it back.

Other winners at the event 
were Darwin, after the third 
game, and Ann Hadank from 
Springfield, who was the next 
to call “Bingo!”. Teresa Syrek 
from Somers, CT was the fifth 
to claim a prize and Dolores 
Rauch of Wilbraham picked 
her prize item as the sixth 
winner.

The next winner was four-
year-old Hannah. She picked 
the poster as her prize and 
brought it back to her table 
where Boomer came over to 
autograph it.

Someone asked Hannah, 
“Did Boomer speak to you?”, 
but another attendee won-
dered if the Thunderbirds’ 
mascot even had a tongue. 

Boomer, always a good 
sport, didn’t speak, but held 
open his mouth for all to see.

The final winner of the 
regular bingo games was Pat 
Howe of Springfield, whose 
enjoys attending Thunder-
birds’ games as well as her 
grandchildren.

Everyone then cleared 
their cards as the time came 
for the grand prize cover-all 
game. Anticipation was ev-
erywhere as people checked 
their bingo cards and kept 
track of how many numbers 
they were away from winning 
the Thunderbirds ticket pack-
age.

Finally, the call of “Bin-
go!”, rang out from the crowd. 
Not once, but twice, as Sylvia 
Joseph of Hampden and two-
time winner, four-year-old 
Hanna, had each completed 
the numbers on their card at 
the same time!

As there was only one four 
pack of tickets on the prize 

table, the quandary of decid-
ing who would take home the 
grand prize was quickly re-
solved to the delight of every-
one when it was announced 

by Dlugolenski, after a call 
to the Thunderbirds, that they 
generously would offer the 
four pack of tickets to both of 
the coverall winners.

T-BIRDS from page 1
Here is Boomer with 
a fan, Louise Boissy 

(Hampden).

Turley photos by Harold Anderson

Kiefer Morrow and Tommy Dlugolenski (both from 
Connecticut), representatives from the Springfield 
Thunderbirds, pose for a photo.

Pat Howe, one 
of the winners, 
with Boomer. 

Caryn Greco (Hampden) and Ann Maggio (Hampden) helped 
serve lunch at the event.

Four-year-old Hannah 
called Bingo as one 
of the Grand Prize 
winners.

Phil Hanrahan (Hampden), the 
Bingo caller with Boomer.
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2341 Boston Rd., (Rt. 20), Wilbraham, MA

413.279.2020
route20barandgrille.com

SERVING: TUES. & WED. 4-9PM • THURS. 11:30AM-9PM
FRI. & SAT. 11:30AM-9:30PM • SUN. 10:30AM-8PM

WITH EXTENDED BAR HOURS EVERY NIGHT
RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED FOR PARTIES OF 6 OR MORE

Bar & Grille
EST. 2016

Please Join Us In Celebrating10 Years
of good food, good drinks, 

good times, and good friendships at

Sunday, October 4, 2026 2pm-6pm
2341 BOSTON ROAD, WILBRAHAM

Food 
Cash Bar 

Live Music

Raffles 
and 

Lots of Fun!

Bar & Grille
EST. 2016

All proceeds from the 
raffles will be donated 

to the Wilbraham 
Veterans Fund

LIVE Music 3-6pm by 
Baird Souls! 🎶

LET’S GO OUT!LET’S GO OUT!
Your Local Favorite Restaurants

9 Allen St., • Hampden Mini Mall • Hampden, MA (413) 566-8015
                                  | www.giospizzeria.comOpen Wed.-Sun.

Closed Mon. & Tues.

P
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Z
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 ,
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K
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A

ILS

EST. 2011

PIZZERIA & LOUNGE

P
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Z
A

 ,
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A S T A  &   C O

C
K

T
A

ILS

EST. 2011

PIZZERIA & LOUNGE

SAVE TIME 
& MONEY!
ORDER ONLINE!

Visit our website to enroll in our 
NEW CUSTOMER 

LOYALTY REWARDS PROGRAM!

WE ARE MORE 
THAN JUST 

A PIZZA SHOP! 
• GOURMET PIZZAS 
• WINGS • PASTA

• GIANT CALZONES 
• DINNERS

• GRINDERS & WRAPS 
• SEAFOOD • CALAMARI

• CLAM STRIPS

1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA
413-566-8324

lacucinahampden.com
Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm & Sun. 11:30am-9pm

LATE SUMMER WEATHER IS PERFECT 
FOR DINING OUT ON OUR PATIO!

BOOK YOUR NEXT FUNCTION WITH US!
Showers, Christenings, Funerals,

Rehearsal Dinners, Weddings, etc.

See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu

LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS BAR OPEN LATE!

Weather 
Permitting

For More Information
Contact Victoria Shevock at 413-566-8324

or by email at lacucinagreenhouse@gmail.comAdvertise Your Local Restaurant or Pub Here!
Email: jconrad@turley.com

HAMPDEN - All are wel-
come to come celebrate with 
The Federated Community 
Church of Hampden as it rec-
ognizes its one hundred years 
of history in the community. 
The free-admission centennial 
event will take place at 11 a.m. 
Sunday Oct. 18 on the church 
property at 590 Main Street in 
Hampden: It will include live 
musical performances of ten 
songs selected from each of 
the past ten decades as well 
as a cookout with hamburgers, 
hotdogs, cake, and more. The 
event will take place rain or 

shine, with music performanc-
es moving indoors if necessi-
tated by the weather. Records 
of the church’s history will be 
exhibited for display, showing 
how our church and its role in 
the broader community have 
developed over the years.

The Federated Communi-
ty Church of Hampden came 
together in 1926 as a merged 
federation of two of Hamp-
den’s church congregations: 
one Congregationalist and one 
Methodist. At that time, while 
awaiting renovations of the 
church building we still wor-

ship in today, our congregation 
had in fact been worshiping in 
a Baptist church, with which 
there was also a deeply-rooted 
connection. At its foundation, 
our church adopted a belief 
still unusual for its time that 
all Christ-followers are wel-
come to worship together, 
carrying with them diverse 
denominational traditions into 
our church life. This remains a 
core value of the church: We 
welcome all through our doors 
regardless of where they may 
currently stand in their faith 
or what tradition they come 

from, and we seek to bring the 
love of Jesus out into the com-
munity and wider world. 

Attendees of our 11 a.m. 
celebratory event are also wel-
come to join us beforehand for 
our 10 a.m. worship services, 
where Pastor Eunji Lee will 
share a sermon of gratitude 
for the Federated Community 
Church’s 100-year history in 
the community, reflecting on 
how the history of our church 
informs our many hopes for 
the future. 

We hope to see you there; 
come as you are.

Federated Community Church of Hampden 
hosts Centennial Event for the community

WILBRAHAM - The 
Reunion Committee is plan-
ning three opportunities for 
members of the first three 
classes who graduated from 
the “new” Minnechaug Re-
gional High School (the 
“Originals”), which opened 
in 1959, to reconnect with 
classmates and renew their 
high school memories.

On Friday Sept. 25, they 
will meet at 5 p.m. at the Lo-
cal Table N Tap, 2039 Bos-
ton Road in Wilbraham. On 
Saturday, Sept. 26, it will be 
at 5 p.m. at the Route 20 Bar 
& Grill at 2341 Boston Road 

in Wilbraham. The highlight 
will take place from 2 to 4 
p.m. on Sunday, September 
27 when they will enjoy a 
Gala Dinner at the Starting 
Gate at Great Horse, 128 
Wilbraham, Road, Hampden.

For Friday and Saturday, 
food and drinks are up to 
each attendee. The Sunday 
Gala Dinner is $80 per per-
son and requires pre-regis-
tration. There are still a few 
spaces left for each event. 
Call Judy Cmero at 413-
599-0462 or email her at 
jacmr2013@gmail.com for 
more information.  

Minnechaug Originals 
to hold class reunion
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Highlight 
Your Achievement 
with a Business Profile 
in the Turley Newpaper 
of your choice for only

$139
AD COPY DEADLINE

October 1st
Please provide us with:

a photograph & 
approx. 150 word bio.

Call Your Turley
Sales Representative Today!

T U R L E Y  P U B L I C A T I O N S  C E L E B R A T E S

JORDAN CONRAD
413-283-8393

jconrad@turley.com

BUSINESS
Women in 

October 14-16, 2026

Add an additional paper of 
your choice for only $99.

Dr. Ana Serrenho is the owner of POP Orthodontics, located in Post Office Park in Wilbraham. Dr. Ana is a Wilbraham resident and grew up in Ludlow. She completed her dental training and orthodontic residency at Boston University. In addition to her private practice, she is a faculty member at NYU Langone, where she teaches pediatric dental residents. She has been recognized by the Massachusetts Dental Society and the Massachusetts Association of Orthodontists.
POP Orthodontics recently celebrated its first anniversary, and our team looks forward to continuing our mission of providing convenient, comfortable and conservative treatment.  We offer both traditional braces and Invisalign, as well as interceptive treatments such as expanders. We use the latest in dental technology and offer daytime and evening appointments. We are excited to be able to provide a locally-owned option for orthodontic care to the community! 

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570www.mypoportho.com

Wilbraham Times
https://qrfy.io/r/Ub7gCaGmEU

Book 
Your

Consult 
Today!

5.25" x 9" ad

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

was Intern Marion Fil.
At the start of the ceremo-

ny, all remaining Fire Depart-
ment apparatus at the station 
was rolled out of their bays, 
a tradition performed by fire 
departments across the Unit-
ed States during 9/11 remem-
brance ceremonies.

At 10 a.m., all those who 
were present assembled at at-
tention in front of the appara-
tus and maintained silence.

What was heard next were 
four sets of five chimes each 
with a short pause between 
each set. Known as “Striking 
the Four Fives” or “Tolling of 
the Bell.”  

Kristek explained that “the 
bell ringing is where there’s 
a line of duty death. (For) an 
active duty firefighter, we’re 
playing the bells. It’s kind of 
signifying the last call.”

During this time, the U.S. 
Flag at the Fire Station, al-
ready at half-mast, was raised 
by Merrill before ceremonially 
lowering it back to half-mast. 
Afterwards, a minute of com-
plete silence was observed 
before this simple prayer was 
read by Kristek. 

“Oh God, we remember 
before you this day our broth-
ers and sisters lost on Septem-
ber 11, 2001. We thank you 
for their example of Courage 
and sacrifice. In your bound-
less compassion, console their 
families, friends, co-workers 
and all who mourn their loss,” 
Kristek read. “Give us faith to 
see in death the gate of eternal 
life, so that in quiet confidence 
we may continue our journey 
and serve with honor, dignity 
and courage. AMEN.”

This was followed by the 
traditional Firefighters’ Prayer, 
spoken by Andrews.

“When I am called to duty, 

wherever flames may rage, 
give me the strength to save a 
life, whatever be its age. Help 
me embrace a little child be-
fore it is too late, or save an 
older person from the horror of 
that fate. Enable me to be alert 
and hear the weakest shout, 
and quickly and efficiently to 
put the fire out,” Andrews read. 
“I want to fill my calling and 
to give the best in me, to guard 
my every neighbor and protect 
his property. And, if according 
to God’s will, I must answer 
death’s call, bless with your 
protecting hand, my family, 
one and all. AMEN.”

Solemnly, the U.S. Flag 
was then raised before lower-
ing it back to half-mast as the 
5 – 5 – 5 – 5 tolling sequence 
again resounded through the 
air, signaling the end of the 
Remembrance Ceremony.

Meanwhile, at the Hamp-
den Fire Station on North Rd., 
an identical September 11th 
Remembrance was taking 
place that also began at 9:55 
a.m. with the prayers read 
by LT/EMT Brendan Kenne-
dy and John Fitzgerald. Also 
present was Firefighter Ryan 
Lafountain who said he was 
only two years old when the 
events of September 11, 2001 
took place.

Joining the Fire Depart-
ment at the Remembrance Cer-
emony were Hampden Select-
board Chair John Flynn and 
Member Donald Davenport 
who stood in front of the Fire 
Department’s Rescue Truck 
along with Hampden Chief of 
Police Daniel Bruno and two 
other officers representing the 
Hampden Police Department.

The firefighters, however, 
were called upon to use their 
Color Guard Ceremonial Flag 
instead of the flag flown on the 
flagpole. 

“While servicing the flag-

pole at the station and prepar-
ing for the 9/11 ceremony, the 
rope broke,” Kennedy said.  

When asked what this 
yearly Remembrance meant 
to them, Andrews responded, 
“It’s important to remember 
and recognize all the firefight-
ers and first responders that 
responded that day, trying to 
rescue as many people as they 
possibly could and ultimately 
losing their lives in the line 
of duty. So, we just want to 
remember it and honor them 
how they should be.”

Kennedy agreed. 
“We need to continue to 

honor…the life that was lost 
on that tragic day, the fire-
fighters, the first responders, 
the police, EMS and all of the 
people who sacrificed selfless-
ly to try to save others,” Ken-
nedy said.

All firefighters, when asked 
why first responders rush to a 
scene when everyone else is 
running away from it, respond-
ed with humility.

 “To us, it’s part of our job. 
We go in there to rescue as 

many people as possible and 
try and help them the best we 
can. We don’t think of it as 
that.  We think of it that we’re 
going in there and doing our 
job,” Andrews said.

Even though he was too 
young for any personal re-
membrance of 9/11, Lafoun-
tain recounted the effect that 
day had on him.  

“One of the reasons that I 
became a firefighter is because 
of the courses of 9/11. I saw 
brave women and men running 
into the building not knowing 
they were going to come out. 
Risking their lives to save lives 
that they don’t even know 
who they are. That has a lot of 
meaning to me,” Lafountain 
said.

As a firefighter, Kenne-
dy agreed that the events of 
9/11 “absolutely has a special 
meaning,” and added, “We all 
remember where we were that 
day. So, I think it’s important 
to talk about it and to tell the 
stories…..pass along these 
stories to the younger genera-
tion.” 

sound develop a lower pitch 
and harmonics that add rich-
ness.

Sandhill cranes are also 
known for their dancing skills. 
Courting cranes stretch their 
wings, pump their heads, bow, 
and leap into the air in a grace-
ful and energetic dance.

Many years ago, a Barre 
resident saw a pair dancing in 
a field. He said it was a “sight 
to behold.”

Although some start breed-
ing at two years of age, Sand-
hill cranes may reach the age 
of seven before breeding. They 
mate for life, which can mean 
two decades or more and stay 
with their mates year-round. 
Juveniles stick close by their 
parents for nine or ten months 
after hatching.

Sandhill crane chicks can 
leave the nest within 8 hours 
of hatching and are even capa-
ble of swimming.

The oldest sandhill crane 
on record was at least 37 
years, 3 months old. Original-
ly banded in Florida in 1982, 
it was found in Wisconsin in 
2019.

Scarcity of birds
I received an email from 

a woman who lives on Lake 
Lashaway.

She said, “Since Sunday,  
Aug. 30,  they had most days 
without birds...any type, large 
or small at our feeders or just 
in the shrubs or anywhere. All 
my neighbors have noticed 
their feeders are full too.”  One 
neighbor said he has seen a 
falcon. She wonders if the fal-
con has anything to do with 
the lack of birds.

Several people at the 

Oakham Senior Center report-
ed, they see only a few birds 
and the feeders remain full of 
seeds.

Massachusetts 
Audubon sighting

This report to the Mas-
sachusetts Audubon Society 
supports the lack of birds. 
Someone stated, “On Sept. 
11 we  birded around Hard-
wick and on Sept. 12 we bird-
ed around Warren. Both days 
were very poor for passerine 
migration.” They also stated, 
“On both days we only saw 1 
species of warbler: common 
yellowthroat. In general, song 
birds were in very low num-
bers and poor variety. And we 
went to spots that had proven 
good for migrants in years 
past. We really worked hard to 
turn up migrant warblers, and 
it just was not happening, at 
least where we were.” 

Migrating hawks
The Massachusetts Audu-

bon Society listed  migrating 
hawks spotted on Friday, Sept. 
11 at Mt. Watatic in Ashburn-
ham. They included 3 osprey, 
seven bald eagles, ten sharp-
shinned hawks, 131 broad-
winged hawks and one mer-
lin.	     

Canada geese
On Friday, Sept. 4, I saw a 

large flock of over fifty Cana-
da geese in a field in Spencer. 
On the same day, I also saw a 
small flock of wild turkeys and 
about six Canada geese in field 
in Barre.

People may report a bird 
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or 
texting 774-262-5882.

BACKYARD from page 6

9/11 from page 1

At attention from the left to right, Wilbraham Fire Chief Michael 
Andrews, Union President Jeff Kristek and Intern Marion Fil.

Firefighter Derrick Merrill and Firefighter John Monty during 
the moment of silence to make 25 years of the September 11, 
2001 terrorist attacks.

WILBRAHAM – The 
Planning Board approved 
operating guidelines for 
the new Comprehensive 
Plan Group at their Sept. 10 
meeting and are now active-
ly seeking members to join 
the group. 

The Comprehensive 
Plan Group is an advisory 
body created by the Plan-
ning Board to assist in the 
preparation, update and 
possible recommended im-
plementation of the Town 
of Wilbraham Comprehen-
sive Plan under M.G.L. c. 
41, §81D.  It exists sole-
ly to support the Planning 
Board’s statutory responsi-
bility. It has no independent 
authority to adopt, amend, 
or enforce any plan, zoning, 
or land-use regulation.

Residents interested in 
serving are encouraged to 
submit a letter of interest (or 
a brief statement of qualifi-
cations and relevant experi-
ence) to the Planning Board. 
Applications should include 
the applicant’s full name, 
address, phone number, 
email, and a short descrip-

tion of why they wish to 
serve and what skills or per-
spective they would bring to 
the Committee.

Applications may be 
submitted by email to plan-
ning@wilbraham-ma.gov 
or by mail/hand delivery to: 
Office of Planning & Com-
munity Development Town 
Office Building 240 Spring-
field Street Wilbraham, MA 
01095.

Application Deadline 
Applications must be re-
ceived by Wednesday, Sep-
tember 30, 2026 at 4 p.m. 
Late applications will not be 
considered.

The Planning Board will 
review all applications and 
schedule interviews with se-
lected candidates. Appoint-
ments will be made by ma-
jority vote of the Planning 
Board.

For questions about the 
position or the application 
process, please contact 
the Office of Planning & 
Community Development 
at (413) 596-2800 x203 or 
planning@wilbraham-ma.
gov.

Comprehensive Plan Group 
looking for members

WILBRAHAM - The 
Wilbraham Women’s Club 
will be holding its annu-
al “Fall Into Fun” Card & 
Game Party and Luncheon 
on Thursday, Sept. 24, at the 
Saint Cecilia Parish Center, 
42 Main St., Wilbraham.  

Check in time is 11:30 
a.m. with lunch served at 
Noon.  The donation is $10 

and there will also be a raffle 
for cash prizes.  Come with 
friends and play any game 
of your choice (dominoes, 
Mahjong, bridge, Canasta, 
pitch, etc.) .  Proceeds help 
to fund the club’s scholar-
ships and  contributions to 
area charitable organiza-
tions. For reservations call 
Sue Agnew, 596-9480.  

Wilbraham Women’s Club Card 
& Game Party and Luncheon
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WILBRAHAM – The 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School football challenges 
itself at the beginning of each 
season with independent 
games that are outside of the 
region. After beating Doherty 
of Worcester to start the sea-
son, the Falcons welcomed 
Barnstable in their home 
opener. Despite a fumble re-
covery that gave Minnechaug 
some momentum early, they 
were not able to convert it 
into points and would lose 
26-0. Minnechaug is now 1-1 
on the season and are on the 
road at Wachusett Regional 
in Week 3.

Falcons fall in home opener to Barnstable

Dylan Bean kicks off for the Falcons. Matthew Perkins blocks on the line.

Jasper O’Connor goes for a tackle.Tucker Derosia and James Gallagher combine for a tackle.

Aidan Bean 
looks for a 
hole to run 

through.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Falcons 
grab 
sweep of 
Brownies

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

W I L B R A H A M —
Both the Agawam and 
Minnechaug Region-
al girls’ varsity volley-
ball teams entered last 
Wednesday’s Northern 
Division matchup search-
ing for their first victories 
of the 2026 regular sea-
son.

When the dust had 
settled, the Lady Falcons 
players were celebrating 
a 3-0 (25-15, 25-18, 25-
20) home win over the 
Brownies.

“This is a very big 
win for us, especially by 
the final score of 3-0,” 
said Minnechaug senior 
co-captain Haley Powers. 
“We graduated eight se-
niors and we’re a little bit 
different team this year. 
We also have a very dif-
ficult schedule. All of us 
want to win every match 
and we always play for 
each other.”

The Lady Falcons oth-
er senior co-captain is Ne-
hir Elcin.

Minnechaug (1-3) 
began the regular sea-
son with a home loss to 
Amherst before suffering 
back-to-back road loss-
es to Longmeadow and 
Blackstone Valley Voc./
Tech.

“We only have five re-
turning players from last 
year’s team,” Minnechaug 
head coach Mark Taylor. 
“We do have a few tal-
ented players, and we just 
want to keep improving.” 

A year ago, the Lady 
Falcons squeaked out a 
3-2 win over the Long-
meadow Lancers in the 
Western Mass. Class A fi-
nals. They then advanced 
to the sweet 16 of the Di-
vision 2 state tournament.

Minnechaug has also 
won the last seven meet-
ings on the volleyball 
court against Agawam.  

The last time that the 
Brownies celebrated a 
win in the series was a 3-0 
home victory on Septem-
ber 23, 2022. They began 
this season with losses 
against Amherst and Chi-
copee Comp.

“This was probably 
our most competitive 
match of the season,” said 
Agawam head coach Jess 
Colson. “I’m proud of 
the way my players kept 

WILBRAHAM – Last Monday afternoon, Min-
nechaug Regional High School boys soccer fell at home 
against Pittsfield 3-1. After battling to a scoreless tie in 
the first half, all of the scoring took place in the second 
half. Gavin Goldrick had Minnechaug’s lone goal. The 
Falcons are 0-3 to start the regular season.

Boys soccer suffers third loss

Stepan Syrota sends a shot at the goal. Liam O’Brien pursues the ball.

Kevin Wainwright 
throws the ball to 
a teammate after 
making a save.

Eli Childers receives a pass. Cameron Salvador sends the free kick 
deep into opposing territory.

Caden Russ works near the sideline. Gavin Goldrick watches the ball 
come down in front of him.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Turley photos by
Gregory A. Scibelli

Jenahia Monet makes 
bump.

Please see VOLLEYBALL, 
page 12
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battling back against a very 
talented Minnechaug team. 
We’re still hoping to qualify 
for both the Western Mass. 
and state tournaments.”

Colson praised the per-
formance of junior Madeline 
Maharne, who’s a co-captain 
along with senior Michelle 
Le. 

“Madeline is our setter 
and I thought she played very 
well. She’s one of our cap-
tains,” Colson added. “Mi-
chelle Le is also a captain, 
but she didn’t play in today’s 
match.”

The Lady Falcons held a 
slim lead at the start of the 
opening set.

The score was tied 10-10 
An unforced error then 

gave the visiting team an 
11-10 advantage, which was 
their first lead. 

Minnechaug responded 
with a 5-0 spurt with fresh-
man Jenahia Monet handling 
the serving duty. Monet had 
a couple of aces during that 
span.

“Jenahia is a very talent-
ed volleyball player,” Pow-
ers said. “She might be only 

a freshman, but she sees the 
game very well. She’s very 
mature for her age.”

Taylor didn’t know Monet 
until the first day of practice. 

“I believe she plays vol-
leyball for a club team,” Tay-
lor said. “The defense that 
her club team uses is a little 
bit different than the one we 
use. She’s been picking it up 
very quickly.” 

A kill by Elcin gave the 
Lady Falcons a 16-12 lead.

With sophomore Sireen 
Awaki doing the serving, the 
home team won the next five 

points.
The Lady Falcons contin-

ued to pull away in the first 
set as they built a double digit 
lead.

A kill by sophomore Re-
ese Glynn gave the Brownies 
a 9-5 advantage early in the 
second set. 

The Lady Falcons re-
sponded with an 8-2 run, 
which included back-to-back 
aces from Elcin.

Minnechaug’s largest lead 
of the second set was 24-15.

Agawam managed to win 
the next three points before 
a Powers kill gave the Lady 

Falcons a commanding 2-0 
overall lead in the match.

Just like they did in the 
second set, the Brownies held 
a 12-7 in the third set follow-
ing a kill by sophomore Ella 
Mihalicenco.

The Lady Falcons battled 
back and never trailed again 
after retaking the lead at 16-
15.

Minnechaug will be look-
ing to sweep the season series 
when they travel to Agawam 
High School on Oct. 6. The 
varsity match is scheduled to 
start at 6:15 p.m.

SPORTS

WINCHESTER, NH - 
Todd Patnode won’t win his 
seventh track championship 
this season at Monadnock 
Speedway, but the Swanzey 
star is going all out to leave 
his mark on the 2026 cam-
paign.

Slowed by a sluggish start 
this summer and then side-
lined by an injury, he has 
exploded back into his cham-
pionship form, winning his 
second Modified feature in a 
row Saturday, Sept. 12, and 
setting himself up for a three-
peat bid in next week’s season 
finale.

Patnode wasn’t the only 
big winner Saturday, as the 
speedway crowned 2026 
Triple Crown champions in 
all divisions with the third 
and final leg of its three-race 
summer series. Ty LeClerc, a 
close second to Patnode in the 
Modified main event, cele-
brated his triple crown cham-
pionship.

Other feature winners Sat-
urday included Limited Late 
Model ace JD Stockwell,, 
Craig Chaffee, who won a 
thriller in the Mini Stocks, 
and Dylan Zullo, who scored 
his first win of the season 
aboard the CJ Johnson ride. 
Young Gun whiz Dylan Stati 
stayed undefeated on the sea-
son in events he entered.

Following an elaborate 
pre-race ceremony honoring 
the victims of the September 
11 tragedy 25 years ago, a 
ceremony in which all of Sat-
urday night’s drivers partici-
pated, it was Dylan Stati time 
again, as the Palmer, MA pre-
teen rocketed to victory atop 
a six-car field in the Doug’s 
Auto Body youth division. 
Quinton Perkins raced to a 
career best in second, and Eli 
Elliott trophied in third.

Rookie Kyle Kenny and 

Ty LeClerc sat up front as 
the 50-lap All States Materi-
als Group 604 Modified main 
event went green. LeClerc, a 
two-time winner a summer 
ago, was hungry for his first 
2026 victory, and with Triple 
Crown points leader Eddie 
Gomarlo sidelined with en-
gine issues, was in great posi-
tion for that score too.

Andrew Brousseau and 
Todd Patnode had big plans 
of their own, leaning all over 
LeClerc in their bids for the 
top spot. Patnode charged into 
second on lap 16, but LeClerc 
held strong. They swapped 
the lead back and forth on 
laps 24-26, with Patnode then 
taking the top spot for good.

A Brousseau spin on lap 
48 set up a classic in next 
week’s Modified season fina-
le. With Tyler Leary third on 
the night, just ahead of Brian 
Chapin and Kenny, Leary and 
Brousseau - sixth under the 
checkers Saturday, will enter 
the Championship Night final 
event only 2 points ahead in 
the 2026 points parade.

JD Stockwell has been the 
man at the front for much of 
the Twin State Truck Services 
Limited Late Model 2026 
season, and Saturday was no 
exception, as the youthful 
Bernardston, MA star blasted 
to his tenth win of the summer 
and, with it, won his division’s 
Triple Crown Series too. 
Hillary Renaud took charge 
on lap two and held the top 
spot until Stockwell lowlined 
to the top spot on lap 20. Re-
naud kept it close the rest of 
the way, but Stockwell pre-
vailed. A lap-34 pass brought 
Daniel Petrowicz home third, 
just ahead of Hagar, and Zach 
Zilinski completed the top 
five.

Tim O’Shea and Kevin 
Clayton were front row danc-

ing partners as Saturday’s 
Keene Towing and Recov-
ery Mini Stock feature went 
green. Clayton led the first 
trip around the high banks but 
then Craig Chaffee - from row 
two - took the lead.

Chaffee, gunning for his 
second win of the summer, 
had lots of company at the 
front, with past champions 
Jon Fultz and Louie Maher 
glued to his bumper every 
inch of the way. Fultz, the 
2025 Mini Stock king, blasted 
to the top spot on lap 21, but 
Chaffee wasn’t done yet.

Charging back to the front 
to lead lap 26 by a wheel, the 
second generation hot shoe 
then held strong to score the 
big Triple Crown Night win 
with Fultz at his bumper. 
Former Pure Stock champ 
Andrea St. Amour came on 
strong in the closing laps to 
earn her first Mini Stock tro-
phy of the season in third, just 
ahead of Tim Paquette, who 
had a big night of his own.

Paquette didn’t have the 
fastest car on this night, but 
ran a smart race to come home 
fourth, just enough to win the 
Triple Crown championship. 
One-man gang Pat Houle was 
fifth under the checkers in 
Saturday’s 30-lapper.

Dylan Zullo led a star-
stacked field of 25 to the 
green for Saturday’s Brat-
tleboro Towing and Recov-
ery Pure Stock feature. The 
speedway’s 2025 Limited 
Late Model champ, Zullo had 
struggled through an uneven 
season in the Pure Stocks.

Saturday, though, the sec-
ond-generation Claremont 
ace put it all together, leading 
all the way to score an easy 
win. Behind him, the battle 
was fast and furious, with 
both the Triple Crown and 
Weekly Racing Series points 

very much up for grabs.
Rookie rocketman Josh 

Brigham, heavily wrecked a 
week earlier, got up for sec-
ond early but had nothing for 
the speedy Zullo. His strong 
runner-up finish, though, put 
him back solidly into the hunt 
for the 2026 track champi-
onship. Coupled with top 
points man Jimmy Zellman’s 
sixth-place finish Saturday, 
Brigham will enter the season 
finale only five markers shy 
of Zellman in their airtight 
battle for the Pure Stock title.

Kyle Begos, strong every 
week, finished third Saturday, 
just ahead of Maya Bell, who 
is surging in the final weeks 
of the season. Previous win-
ner Linsey Wenzel impressed 
in fifth, holding off Zellman, 
who finished still atop the 
2026 points parade but one 
spot shy of the Triple Crown 
championship.

Amherst, NH hot shoe 
Michael Yeaton - a six-time 
2026 Pure Stock feature 
winner - entered Saturday’s 
Triple Crown 30-lapper five 
points atop Zellman. Firing 
from way back in row eight, 
Yeaton’s seventh place finish 
was all he needed to earn his 
first career Triple Crown title 
on the high banks.

In Saturday’s Senior 
Tour Auto Racers Modi-
fied feature, John Jalbert 
of Gardner, MA drove his 
1973 Pinto-bodied entry to 
first place. Gary Moore was 
second, and Chris Jarrett, 
aboard a 1940 Buick Coupe 
open-wheeler was third. 
In the STAR Sportsman fea-
ture, Anthony Mendoza of 
Taunton, MA guided his 1936 
Chevy Coupe to victory. John 
Mulcahy was second, and 
Ken Archambault raced home 
third.

Chaffee, Patnode get victories

VOLLEYBALL
 from page 11

Mallory Grono attempt a block. Addison Baldyga and Leah Croteau try to keep a ball from 
going past them.

Nehir Elcin reaches 
out for the hit.Sireen Awkal makes the 

serve for the Falcons.

WESTFIELD —  West-
field State University foot-
ball rolled up 
463 yards of 
offense and got 
a pair of long TD 
receptions from 
electric first-year 
receiver Malachi 
Hymes (E. Hartford, 
Conn./East Hartford) 
as the Owls downed Dean 
College, 26-8 at Alumni 
Field on Westfield State’s 
Family and Champions 
Weekend.

Westfield improves its 
record to 1-2 overall and 1-1 
in the Massachusetts State 
Collegiate Athletic Confer-
ence, while Dean is now 0-3 
and 0-2 MASCAC.

Hymes finished with four 
catches for 166 yards and 
touchdowns of 61 and 46 
yards.   His day could have 
been bigger as a reverse that 
looked like a 89- yard score 
was called back by a penal-
ty, and later he stepped out 
of bounds while avoiding a 
tackle on 53-yard reception 
that initially looked like a 
73-yard score.

Westfield opened the 
scoring with a 1-yard TD 
plunge from QB Quinn 
Sumner (Dayville, Conn./
Killingly), who finished 
6-11 passing for 180 yards 
and the two TD tosses to 
Hymes.

Hymes caught a go route 
down the left side for the 61 
yarder, out sprinting the full 
defense, then out-leaped his 
defender around the five-
yard line to with the ball 
on the 46-yard grab before 
waltzing into the endzone.

Westfield set up the 
big passing plays with the 
run as sophomore fullback 
Manny Mengata (Tewks-
bury, Mass.) battered the 
Bulldogs for 136 yards on 
18 carries, and Cole Ingham 

(Agawam, Mass.) added 69 
yards on five carries.

Westfield se-
nior PK Andrew 

Currier (Attleboro, 
Mass./Foxboro HS) 

booted a pair of 33-
yard field goals and 

a pair of extra points 
to account for the final 

score.
Dean’s lone TD of the 

game came midway through 
the second quarter on a 12-
yard touchdown pass from 
Chris Donahue to Yasir Mo-
ses.     The Bulldogs tried to 
feature a short passing at-
tack with Donahue connect-
ing on 32 of 45 attempts for 
186 yards with one TD and 
one INT.   His longest com-
pletion of the day went for 
12 yards.

The Bulldogs totaled 
just 33 yards rushing.   Tay 
Scholtz finished with nine 
catches for 75 yards and sev-
en catches for 62 yards.

Westfield’s defense bent 
but rarely broke, allowing 
219 total yards on the day.   
The Owls sacked Donohue 
eight times for a loss of 61 
yards.  

LB Aydan Verba (Alba-
ny, NY/Colonie Central) led 
the Owls with eight tackles 
and 2.5 sacks.   Tedi Hunt 
(Littleton, Mass.) made 
eight stops and had 2.5 
TFLs. Eight different play-
ers had a hand in the sack 
column.   First-year Caedan 
Burns (N. Grafton, Mass.) 
picked off the Bulldogs 
late to help seal the win. 
Colin Brady and Herman 
Esquivel Menzdez led the 
Bulldogs with eight stops 
each.

Westfield State will trav-
el to Worcester State for a 
conference matchup next 
Saturday, Sept. 26 with a 
1 p.m. kickoff at Alumni 
Field.

Owls football gets first win

WILBRAHAM -  The 
Scantic Valley YMCA, lo-
cated in Wilbraham, MA, is 
moving forward with plans 
to create two dedicated 
pickleball courts, expanding 
recreational opportunities 
for members and providing 
much-needed space for one 
of the area’s increasingly 
popular activities.

The courts have received 
the necessary approvals, and 
paving is expected to begin 
the week of August 24. The 
project will renovate a por-
tion of the YMCA’s existing 
parking area to create the 
two courts while maintain-
ing parking for members 
and visitors. A final com-
pletion date has not yet been 
determined.

ArchitectureEL  guid-
ed the project through the 
Zoning Board Special Per-
mit process, assisting the 
YMCA in obtaining the 
necessary approvals and 
moving the project toward 
construction.

Currently, YMCA mem-
bers interested in playing 
pickleball use space inside 
the gymnasium, which is 
also shared with basket-
ball and other activities. As 
participation has grown, 
scheduling and available 
gym space have become in-
creasingly limited. Creating 
a dedicated outdoor area for 
pickleball was therefore an 
important priority for the 
YMCA.

The two new courts will 
be available exclusively to 
YMCA members, offering 
players a dedicated place 

to enjoy the sport without 
competing for space with 
other gym activities.

The project was made 
possible in part through 
state funding secured by 
State Representative Ange-
lo J. Puppolo Jr. The fund-
ing provides the YMCA 
with the resources needed 
to bring the new courts to 
fruition and expand recre-
ational opportunities for its 
members.

“Dedicated pickleball 
courts will give YMCA 
members a space designed 
specifically for the sport 
while also helping alleviate 
some of the demand on the 
gymnasium,” said Dexter 
Johnson, President & CEO 
of the Greater Springfield 
YMCA. “We’re grateful to 
Representative Puppolo for 
helping secure the funding 
to make this project possible 
and to everyone who helped 
move the courts through the 
approval process.”

“Projects like this are 
about making thoughtful 
improvements that directly 
benefit the people who use 
these recreational spaces,” 
said Kevin Rothschild-Shea, 
ArchitectureEL President 
and Principal Architect. 
“We were pleased to be a 
part of it.” 

With approvals secured 
and paving scheduled to 
begin, the new courts rep-
resent an investment in both 
the YMCA’s facilities and 
the experience it provides its 
members.

Rendering attached. Rib-
bon cutting details to follow. 

Wilbraham YMCA to add 
two dedicated Pickleball 
Courts following approval
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spotlightHOMETOWN
SMALL BUSINESSSMALL BUSINESS

✓ Pick Up or  
    Delivery
✓ Assorted 
    Colors

Call for more 
information

413-595-4096

AB
MULCH

&
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research.

Front Load 
Dumpsters

413-244-1943

AAffordableffordable    
          WWasteaste  

SSolutionsolutions

We are a local, 
family owned 

business offering 
great customer 

service, individual 
attention and quick 

response time. 

We look forward 
to serving you! 

Call Today!

Roll Off Dumpster
10, 15, 20, 30

Yard Sizes

Construction • Remodeling
Moving • Clean Outs

WE’VE GOT 
OPTIONS!

GOT
MULCH?

YES
WE DO!

WHERE DANCE 
CONNECTS US ... AND 
LIFELONG FRIENDS 
ARE MADE!

658 CENTER STREET
LUDLOW, MA 01056
413-583-2321

♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥

♥♥

WWW.ALEGRIADANCE.COMWWW.ALEGRIADANCE.COM

Heavenly InspirationsInspirations
Flowers • Gifts 

Collectibles • Gourmet
Ted Metayer, Jr./Ted Metayer III

Owners/Designers

64 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 547-6164 • (888) 248-1901

theodoremetayer@yahoo.com
www.heavenlyinspirationsflowers.com

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR
GREAT SERVICE

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

413-736-5476  •  parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

One Monarch Place
Ste. 200, Springfield

Mon. • Wed. • Fri. 

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm

Sun. closed

Ask about 
special pricing 

for first 
responders

15% OFF 
DRY CLEANING 

when you 
pre-pay!

413-244-1943
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

AAffordable ffordable WWasteaste S Solutionsolutions
Your Hometown Provider for 

Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

NOW
OPEN!

461 Main Street
WILBRAHAM

(across from Village Store Cafe)

Come Come 
Check Us Check Us 

Out!Out!

POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades
New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 • www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,  
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and 

everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

Fall is better when 
you shop local!

Contact Jordan to 
Advertise Here!
413-283-8293
jconrad@turley.com

CUPCAKES from page 1

out of the park, so it was just 
a super fun, super sweet pro-
gram.”

Girard said the library did 
this program a couple years 
ago.

“Our food programs 
during summer reading are 
really popular, so we figured 
going into the fall, it would be 
fun to do another food-based 
program since that really does 
seem to be one of the things 
that our teens enjoy. So, just 
seemed like a good fit,” Gi-
rard said.

She added that she loved 
that every single cupcake the 
attendees made was unique. 
If she were to make her own, 
she would have done a fall-
themed cupcake with every-
thing orange from the marsh-
mallows and Skittles to M & 
M’s.

“A lot of our participants 
there were overlaps in the 
seasons that they chose but 
their cupcake was different 
and fabulous, to be honest,” 
Girard said.

Now that the library is 
heading into the fall season, 
Girard said there are several 
events local tweens and teens 
should keep an eye out for 
from the Teen Silent Book 
Club on the second Satur-
day of the month at Noon to 
Crafternoon on the third Sat-
urday at Noon.

“Which is basically a 
chance for our teens and 

tweens to bring crafts that 
they work on at home to the 
library, so if they enjoy cro-
cheting, knitting, embroidery, 
they can bring their projects 
and we work on them togeth-
er. We will also have some 
coloring pages and basic arts 
and craftsy things, so 
h o p e f u l l y 
we’ll catch 
most peo-
ple’s in-
terest in 
s o m e 
capaci-
ty,” Gi-
rard said. 

In Oc-
tober, there 
will also be a 
pumpkin 
painting 
e v e n t 
and the 
return of 
the high-
ly -an t i c i -
pated Teen 
Halloween 
Party.

“ I t ’ s 
back! We 
have some 
fun things 
lined up,” 
Girard said.

She also looks forward to 
seeing the tweens and teens 
during the fall for all events 
and to pick out their next fun 
read.

“Just more good books. 
It’s the cozy reading season, 
so that’s what we’re here for,” 

Girard said.
Girard also 

emphasized how 
events like this 

provide an oppor-
tunity for tweens 
and teens to develop 
their creative side.

“When we 
do any sort of 
craft-type pro-
gram, whether 
it’s food-related 
or typically craft 
materials, my goal 

is to have open-ended types 
of activities where there’s no 
wrong way to do it. Any way 
they want to do it, any way 
they want to express them-
selves, whatever skill level 
they have, all of it is perfect,” 
Girard said. “So, we want to 
really foster self-expression 
and just an opportunity to 

think outside the box and not 
to literally color in the lines.”

Her message was this.
“Thank you so much for 

coming and I hope you had 
fun and come back,” Girard 
said. “There’s always pro-
grams, so come on back.”

To check out future events, 
visit hampden-library.org or 
stop by their front desk. 

The cupcake entries ready to be tallied. Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

ABOVE: These red 
velvet-themed 

cupcakes were 
also hits at 

the event.

Left: we have a fun 
multicolored cupcake.

The pink frosted 
cupcake with cute 

purple toppings was 
another fun entry.

Here are some more festive 
cupcakes.

A close-up shot of a rainbow-
themed cupcake.

HAMPDEN - On 
Thursday, Oct. 15 at 7 p.m., 
the Hampden Garden Club 
will be hosting Meghan 
Hastings, who will be pre-
senting her program “Win-
ter Gardening”. Meghan 
is a dedicated farmer from 
Dave’s Natural Garden in 
Granby, Massachusetts. 
The farm grows vegetables, 
flowers and herbs and fo-
cuses on organic methods, 
sustainable practices and 
heirloom varieties. 

Meghan’s experience, 
in working closely with 
the soil, the seasons and 
the local ecosystem, gives 
her a unique perspective. 
The program will be at our 
NEW meeting location at 
the Town Hall (formerly 
Thornton W. Burgess Mid-
dle School), 85 Wilbraham 
Rd, Hampden, Room A7. 

Guests are asked to use 
the Library Entrance. There 
is a $5 fee for non-members 
of the garden club.  

Hampden Garden Club 
meets Oct. 15

WILBRAHAM - The 
St. Cecilia’s Women’s Club 
cordially invites you to join 
us on Tuesday, Oct. 13 at 
6 p.m. for “Safety For Se-
niors”! 

Join us for an important 
session with experts from 
the bank and local police 
as they share practical ways 

to keep you and your loved 
ones safe in today’s world! 
Discover smart, simple tips 
to spot fraud early and stop 
it....before it stops you!! 

We kindly ask if you can 
bring warm socks to this 
meeting for adults in need. 
Thank you so much! Hope 
to see you there.

Women’s Club meets Oct. 13

WILBRAHAM - The 
Twelve Beauties sponsored 
by Wilbraham Cultural 
Council will be hosting 
various cultural programs 
on Saturdays between the 
hours of 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

throughout the month of 
September.  

Come out to enjoy cul-
tural art displays, and learn 
to make traditional hand-
crafted bracelets.

Twelve Beauties Program at 
Wilbraham Public Library

wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
BROWN JORDAN CHAISSE. White, 
mint condition, $800 or best offer. Call 
508-867-7972.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy 
(860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising, 
radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one 
item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD 
JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 

Lic. #14960A. 413-533-8867

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing 
and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, win-
dows, painting, wallpapering, siding, decks. 
Insurance work. Fully insured.
Free estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING
HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot 

clearing, perimeter clearing, 
1-5+ acres & stumping. 

Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Over 30 Years Experience.

Offering Senior Citizen 
& Military Discounts

Call 413-279-1050

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN 
SPRINKLERS LLC. 

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices. 

Call 413-279-4122 to set up 
an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming

Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen 

& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
We do what others don’t.

We grind stumps of any size, provide 
cleanup and add loam and seed.

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen 

& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines, 2M, 1F. 
30 years experience. Available 9/25/2026. 
$1,200. Taking deposits now. 
413-218-2321

HELP WANTED: 
General maintenance. Good pay. 

413-297-1513, Les.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

ROOM FOR RENT

Short Term Room Rental. Enjoy a peaceful, 
comfortable stay at Paradise Lake sanctu-
ary in Monson. Fully furnished room avail-
able for short term rental. Available Oct. 1st.
• All utilities included
• Full kitchen access
• Laundry access
• Pets welcome
• Quiet, welcoming setting
• Ideal for traveling professionals
     or temporary stays.

For rates, availability 
and more information
call Teri, 413-381-7950

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

BUSINESS FOR SALE
BIOLINKS OF

NEW ENGLAND
Grease trap pumping business. 

Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 

Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No.
 HD26P1937PO
In the matter of: 

The Anella Supplemental 
Needs Trust

TRUST CITATION 
To all interested persons: 
A Petition has been filed by 

Linda Young of Wilbraham, 
MA  requesting to Remove 
Lee Gadoua as Trustee and to 
Appoint Amanda Wuoti, Esq, as 
Successor Trustee, all as more 
fully set forth in said petition. 

You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have the right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection  
at this court before 10:00 a.m. 
on 10/08/2026.

 This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear-
ance and objection if you 
object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objection 
followed by an Affidavit of 
Objections within thirty (30) 
days of the return date action 
may be taken without further 
notice to you.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine 
T. Stoudemire, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: September 10, 2026

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

09/24/2026

MOTOR VEHICLES
This ad is pursuant to MA 

Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A as 
of October 9, 2026 the following 
motor vehicles will be for sale to 
satisfy a garage keepers lien:
Vehicle: 2007 Subaru Outback
VIN#: 4S4BP61C977322293
LKO: Karen Francis
1134 Worcester St
Indian Orchard MA 01151
Vehicle: 2017 Toyota Yaris
VIN#: JN1BJ1CW5MW447280
LKO: Samuel Dunham
156 Jeffrey Rd
Springfield MA 01119
Vehicle: 2024 Toyota Corolla 
VIN: JTDBDMHEXR3008932 
LKO: Suleyman Kocaoglu
182 Howard St

Ludlow MA 01056
Lien Holder: Toyota Motor 
Credit
PO Box 30203
College Station TX 77845
Vehicle: 2011 Honda Accord 
VIN: 1HGCP2F75BA016704 
LKO: Aissatou Youssouf Gueys
401 Power Rd
Pawtucket RI 02860
Vehicle: 2014 Chevy Equinox
VIN: 2GNALAEK0E6218784
LKO: Katherine Galanis
152 Wilson St Ludlow MA 
01056

R & S Assoc. Inc
PO Box 543

Wilbraham MA 01095 
413-596-4374

09/24, 10/01, 10/08/2026

5.25” x 4”
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

5.25” x 8” 

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

10.75” x 8”
$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper

10.75” x 15.75” 
$1,200 for three papers
$320 for each additional paper

Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill,  
get them the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions  
you have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section  
will run in your community newspapers.

Contact Jordan at jconrad@turley.com or 413.283.8393

Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette • Chicopee Register • Country Journal 
The Journal Register • Quaboag Current • The Register • Sentinel 
The Holyoke Sun • Town Reminder • Ware River News • The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities

www.turley.com

March 30, 2023, Ware River News, Page 15public notices

Public NoticesARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com
Access archives and digital tear sheets by newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ public notice web site to search all notices in Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056 

www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com  ❖  413-589-7564

HAMPDEN - Mark your 
calendars! The Minnechaug 
Land Trust trail maintenance 
team is happy to announce 
TWO opportunities for main-
tenance hikes in Hampden 
this Fall 2026. 

We will have a Min-
nechaug Mountain Fall Main-
tenance Hike on Saturday 
Sept. 26 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
and a Goat Rock Fall Mainte-
nance Hike on Saturday Oct. 
10, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Our first fall maintenance 
hike takes place on Saturday 
Sept. 26  from  9:30 to 11:30 
a.m.  at  Minnechaug Moun-
tain. Those who have hiked 
Minnechaug know that after 
traversing the moderately 
steep terrain on the way up, 
you are rewarded with amaz-
ing views of the Pioneer Val-
ley at the summit. With all of 
our warm summer weather, 
the shrubs and brush along 

the parking lot and at the top 
of the mountain have started 
to take over.  We are looking 
for volunteers to clear brush 
both at the summit overlook 
and at the parking lot around 
existing bog bridges and rock 
wall at the entrance. 

Volunteers should plan 
to  meet at the South Rd 
parking entrance  on Sept. 
26  at 9:30 am. The parking 
entrance is located roughly 
0.5 miles from Main Street, 
Hampden, on the right-hand 
side of South Rd. We will 
split into groups and hike up 
the mountain from there. Hik-
ers who are familiar with the 
trails are welcome to park at 
any of the entrances to Min-
nechaug and meet us at the 
top of the mountain during 
the maintenance hike. A dig-
ital copy of the trail map can 
be found on our website, 
www.MinnechaugLandTrust.

org/minnechaug-mountain/
Our  second fall mainte-

nance hike takes place on Sat-
urday Oct. 10th, from  9:30 
to 11:30 a.m.  at  Goat 
Rock Conservation Area. 
Many hikers in Hampden and 
the surrounding towns know 
and love Goat Rock and its 
trails. Due to the popularity 
of Goat Rock and its trail sys-
tem, we will need volunteers 
to help with various tasks, 
including trash pickup, clear-
ing weeds and brush from the 
three overlook vistas along 
the trails, and maintaining 
trail edges and boundaries.

Please meet us at the trail-
head in the Memorial Park 
parking lot  on Oct. 10 at 
9:30 a.m. Memorial Park is 
located at 495 Main Street, 
Hampden. Volunteers are 
welcome to meet up with us 
on the trails anytime between 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. A digital 

copy of the trail map can be 
found on our website, www.
MinnechaugLandTrust.org/
goat-rock-trail/ or searching 
Goat Rock Trail on the All-
trails App..

Come enjoy stellar views 
of the Valley while work-
ing together to preserve and 
enhance two of our favorite 
places to explore. Thank you 
for your support. Without 
you, our lovely trail systems, 
serene woodlands, and iconic 
views would not exist. Stur-
dy shoes, clothes that can 
get dirty, gloves, water, bug 
spray, and a backpack are 
recommended; other tools 
will be provided. Both of our 
hikes are weather dependent 
and will be cancelled in the 
event of rain.  Questions can 
be emailed to  jenn.bagge@
gmail.com or Charlie Thomp-
son at  tcharles344@gmail.
com. 

MLT Volunteer Trail Maintenance Hikes this Fall
HAMPDEN – The The-

atre Guild of Hampden will 
be presenting their fall pro-
duction of “Gypsy: The Mu-
sical.”

Gypsy tells the story of 
the dreams and efforts of 
one hungry, powerhouse 
of a woman to get her two 
daughters into show busi-
ness. Gypsy is loosely based 
on the 1957 memoir of fa-
mous striptease artist Gypsy 
Rose Lee, entitled “Gypsy: 
Memoirs of America’s Most 
Celebrated Stripper.” 

The memoir and the mu-
sical focus on the story of 
Gypsy Rose Lee’s mother, 
Rose, and earned Rose a 
place in the theatrical and 
literary canon as the quint-
essential, archetypal “Stage 
Mother.” 

The musical features 
songs that have become 
standards of the musical the-
atre canon, including “Some 
People,” “Let Me Entertain 
You,” “Rose’s Turn,” and 

the show-stopping “Every-
thing’s Coming Up Roses”. 

Gypsy is famous for 
helping launch lyricist Ste-
phen Sondheim’s career, 
and features a book by Ar-
thur Laurents that is widely 
considered to be one of the 
classic examples of a tradi-
tional “book musical.” At 
the heart of the musical is 
the gregarious Rose, whose 
journey made critic Frank 
Rich call Gypsy, “Broad-
way’s own brassy, unlikely 
answer to King Lear.”

The shows dates are Oct. 
16, 17, 18, 23, 24 and 25.

The shows will be at 
the Hampden Town Hall, 
(Formerly Thornton Bur-
gess School), 85 Wilbraham 
Road  Hampden, MA​​​.

The showtimes are Fri-
day and Saturday at 7:30 
p.m. and Sunday Matinees 
at 2 p.m.

To purchase your tickets, 
visit theatreguildofhamp-
den.org.

Theatre Guild of Hampden 
presents ‘Gypsy: The Musical’

WILBRAHAM  -  Wil-
braham Friends of the Li-
brary (WFOL), a non-profit 
committed to raising funds 
for the Wilbraham Public 
Library, is holding a cloth-
ing and textile drive on Sat-
urday, Oct. 17 from 8 a.m. to 
Noon.

During back-to-school 
season, remember the 
WFOL as you sort through 
your kids closets and draw-
ers. And don’t stop there…
clean out that linen closet 
and the old dresser in the 
guest room. Bag up all the 
extra clothing and textiles 
that are just clogging up 
your home. Clothing, shoes, 
purses, sheets & blankets, 
curtains - give them a new 
lease on life!

Millions of pounds of 
clothing and household tex-
tiles used to end up in U.S. 
landfills each year. Current 
Massachusetts laws ban 
disposal of textiles, easing 
the burden on landfills but 
leaving some to wonder just 
what to do with it all. The 

WFOL Clothing & House-
hold Textile Drive gives 
you the opportunity to take 
responsible action through 
donations and upcycling.

The Friends will receive 
a per pound payment for 
these items which will go 
directly to the library for 
programs, museum passes, 
equipment, and other need-
ed items. The donated items 
will be given a second life 
with new owners - at an af-
fordable price - instead of 
adding to the already over-
whelming landfill situation.

Join us with your cloth-
ing drive donations on Oct. 
17, learn more about the 
Friends, and receive a cou-
pon for a free book at our 
Annual Book Sale which is 
scheduled to take place in 
May 2027.

For more information 
on the Wilbraham Friends 
of the Library visit them 
on the web at http://wilbra-
hamlibrary.org/friends.asp, 
on Facebook or via email 
at wfol.info@gmail.com.

WFOL Clothing and Household 
Textile Drive to benefit all

Mat Pilates 
at HSC 

HAMPDEN – New pro-
gram: Mat Pilates at the 
Hampden Senior Center!

Come and enjoy a FREE 
demonstration class on 
Wednesday, Sept. 30, from 9 
to 9:45 a.m.

Curious about Pilates? 
This is a welcoming intro-
duction to a low-impact form 
of exercise that focuses on 
building strength, improving 
balance and mobility, and 
moving with greater control 
and confidence. Classes will 
use simple, intentional move-
ments that can be adapted to 
a variety of fitness levels and 
abilities.

Whether you’re complete-
ly new to Pilates or already 
have some experience, this is 
a great opportunity to learn 
the foundations and experi-
ence the benefits of Pilates in 
a supportive environment.

NEW 4-week session 
starting Oct. 14 through Nov. 
4

Cost is $5 per class, paid 
directly to the instructor.

Led by  Alexis Knight, a 
Balanced Body-trained Pi-
lates instructor and co-found-
er of Degree Pilates, a new 
mat Pilates studio opening 
this fall in Wilbraham. De-
gree Pilates will offer mat-
based classes in heated and 
room-temperature settings, 
designed for a range of expe-
rience levels and fitness goals.

HAMPDEN – Check out 
these two new dance classes 
coming to the senior center 
in October.

Ballroom Dance with 
Christine is back!

Four-week session: 
Wednesdays Oct 14, 21, 28 
and Nov. 4 from 10 to 11 
a.m.

Discover the joy of ball-
room dancing!

Learn the basics and ex-
plore styles like the Waltz, 
Rumba, Foxtrot, Cha-Cha, 
Salsa, Tango, and Swing.

NO partner required—
your pro has you covered.

Cost is $40 per person for 
the session. Please call 566-
5588 to reserve your spot.

Instructor Chrisine 
Kjellquist has enjoyed over 
40 years as a trained dancer 
and has been a certified pro-
fessional ballroom instructor 
since 2002 & competitor 
in the Rhythm and Smooth 
Ballroom styles.

Jazz Latin Infusion Mu-
sic and Movement Class 
with Christine

Four-week session: 
Wednesdays Oct 14, 21, 28 
and Nov. 4 from 11 a.m. to 
Noon.

Wear your sneakers and 
join Christine for this fun, 
energetic movement class 
designed to get you up on 
your feet, and give you a 
great cardio workout! Start 
with easy warm up and 
stretching and learn new, fun 
dance moves. It’s Jazz danc-
ing with a Latin music kick!

Cost is $20 for the ses-
sion or $6 for drop-ins.

New dance classes at HSC this October

WILBRAHAM - The 
Wilbraham Junior Women’s 
Club is hosting a Designer 
Bag Bingo! This fabulous 
event will be held on Thurs-
day, October 15, 2026 at the 
Gremio Lusitano Club,  385 
Winsor Street, Ludlow, MA. 

It’s an evening of fun 
Bingo and a  chance to win 
all the designer bags you 
want in your closet! Doors 
open at 6 p.m. and games 

start at 7 p.m. 
Admission tickets are 

$35  in advance and $40 at 
the door. Purchase a table of 
10 for $300, (a discounted 
rate of $30 per ticket when 
purchased in advance!) Tick-
ets include 10 bingo games, 
a dauber and a special lucky 
charm! 

A cash bar will be avail-
able and attendees can bring 
their own snacks or order off 

of the club’s menu. Extra 
bingo cards will be available 
for purchase as well as raffle 
tickets for our spectacular 
bag-themed raffle of over 30 
beautiful handbags! All pro-
ceeds benefit charitable proj-
ects in the community! 

Grab your friends and get 
your tickets at: Wilbraham-
JuniorWomens.org  or Con-
tact Brenda Willard at (413) 
279-1394.

Wilbraham Junior Women’s Club 
to host Designer Bag Bingo!

www.turley.com
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413-485-7335 413-417-8787 413-417-8800 866-463-6261
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L I V E

T H E

K I T C H E N   &

B A T H  C O .

Your Private Sanctuary
Start and end your day in a space designed for serenity and superior 
functionality at every stage of your life. We transform dated bathrooms into 
luxury spa retreats that evolve with your lifestyle. Using premium materials like 
Corian® and Wilsonart®, we create seamless, easy-to-clean surfaces that stand 
the test of time. From smart storage solutions to accessible walk-in designs, 
experience the perfect blend of elegance, safety, and long-term durability.


