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Event collected items 
for Catie’s Closet, 
featured magician

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com
 
HAMPDEN -- Not even 

rain could put a damper on the 
Hampden Federated Community 
Church’s celebration last Satur-
day, as dinner was enjoyed out-
side before the skies opened and 
a magician performed indoors. 

New and gently used cloth-
ing, toiletries and teen products 
were also collected for Cat-
ie’s Closet, a local nonprof-
it that gives students in need 
life-changing access to clothing 
and basic necessities. 

Dubbed “Hampden’s Home-
coming”, the event occurred 
from 5-7 p.m. on Sept. 10 and 
began with an outdoors cook-
out that included grilled burgers, 
hot dogs, chips, lemonade and 
make-your-own sundaes. Then, 
as the rain began, the group of 
several dozen people moved in-
side the church, where they en-
joyed Michael Wald’s Comedy 
Magic Show. 

Pastor Kwan Kim partook in 
the event for the first time. He 
weighed in on what made it spe-
cial.

“Church is not a building. 
Church is a community of faith, 
so this is always a wonderful joy 
to have the community together, 
especially with Catie’s Closet. 

Aspiring 
geologist 
travels to 
Montana for 
research

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

BRIDGEWATER -- A Wil-
braham native spent the most ex-
citing 10 days of her summer in 
Montana, pursuing her dream of 
becoming a geologist. 

Olivia Ranck, a junior geol-
ogy major at Bridgewater State 
University and graduate of Min-
nechaug Regional High School, 
traveled to Southwestern Mon-
tana from July 8-18 to research 
volcanic basalt, an igneous rock. 

“I’m very passionate about 
geology; I love it. Looking at 
rocks, I’m like a kid looking at a 
candy store,” Ranck said. “This 
has been an opportunity of a life-
time, and I’m filled with thank-
fulness and gratefulness just for 
getting to go on a trip like this.”

Ranck was accompanied by 
fellow geology major Julia Lee, 
a junior, Professor Michael Krol 
and Laboratory Staff Assistant 
Jessica Campbell. Ranck and 
Lee received funding from the 
Adrian Tinsley Program for Un-
dergraduate Research and Cre-
ative Work and the Richard En-
right Field Scholarship.

Krol gave Ranck the freedom 
to choose specifically what she 
wanted to study on the trip. She 
noted that there is a lava flow in 
the area she researched with un-
known origins.

“It’s just kind of there, but it 
had to come from somewhere, 
whether it was volcano or a fis-
sure eruption through the earth 
that just popped up and burst out 
a bunch of lava,” Ranck said. 

Ranck’s project consisted 
of connecting the lava flow to 
the Yellowstone hot spot range. 

Photos submitted by Olivia Ranck
Olivia Ranck, of Wilbraham, 
researched volcanic basalt in 
Montana this summer. 

Federated Church
hosts ‘Hampden’s Homecoming’

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM-- Teens visit-
ed the library’s Brooks Room on 
Sept. 5 to create watercolor cray-
on paintings with The Burncoat 
Center for Arts and Wellness. 

The event was sponsored by 
the Wilbraham Friends of the Li-
brary.

During the event, teens chose 
either a blank piece of watercol-
or paper for their own creations 
or a pre-drawn image to color or 
draw with watercolor crayons, 
followed by paint. 

The creations ranged from 
hearts, flowers and mushrooms 
to a gerbil with laser eyes, half 
or full-moons and ice cream.

Kim Mowers of The Burn-
coat Center for Arts and Well-

Watercolor Crayon Painting Workshop fosters 
creativity and wellness

Participants show off their watercolor crayon painting creations in a group photo during the Teen 
Watercolor Crayons Painting Workshop event at Wilbraham Public Library. 

Mark Casey, Jack 
Germain and Pastor 
Kwan Kim cooked 
burgers and dogs 
during “Hampden’s 
Homecoming” on 
Sept. 10. 

Please see HAMPDEN, page 4

Please see GEOLOGIST, page 5Please see WATERCOLOR, page 9
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Helping to bring Helping to bring 
our community our community 

together.together.

Monson Savings Bank is dedicated to 

investing time and resources to unite, 

support, sustain, and grow our vibrant 

local neighborhoods. Thank you to 

the Monson Food Truck Festival 

Committee for organizing this 

community fundraiser and 

providing an opportunity for 

us to work together.

Monson Savings Bank 
is a proud sponsor of the 

Monson Food Truck 
& Music Festival’s 

2022 music headliner

AQUANET T

MEMBER FDIC   I   MEMBER DIF
www.monsonsavings.bank

Benefit for

festival
Ve ter an s  Fi e l d

Monson, Massachusetts

Please note that backpacks
   and coolers are prohibited

September 16, 2023 • Noon to 10:00 pm
$10 per person • $5 Military/Senior • Children under 12 Free

The 2023 Food Truck 
& Music Festival

is one day event featuring 
three awesome bands, Cooper Jones, 

Savage Brothers and Trailer Trash. 
Great food, beer & wine garden. 

Wine slushies, domestic and 
craft beers will be available. 

Inflatables, face painting, corn hole, 
games, Magic Show. And two 

$500 lottery ticket basket drawings. 
Loads of fun for everyone, invite your 

friends and family, bring your lawn 
chairs or blankets and dance all day.

Jordyn Doyle, Local Performer

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

HAMPDEN -- The Board of Se-
lectmen discussed the possibility of 
installing Level 3 DC fast chargers in 
Hampden multiple times this summer; 
the equipment has the capacity to fully 
charge electric vehicles in less than an 
hour. 

Jerry Olivetti, head of project de-
velopment for Rise Engineering’s 
commercial EV charging team, spoke 
to the board on Sept. 11. He informed 
the Selectmen that now is the time to 
install the fast chargers because of the 
available incentives and the impact the 
chargers can have. 

“This is a tremendous opportuni-
ty right now to get very high quality, 
very expensive electric infrastructure 
brought not only to the town but any 
other commercial property for little to 
no cost,” Olivetti said.

A year ago, before joining Rise En-
gineering, Olivetti came to Hampden 
to discuss potentially installing Level 2 
chargers at Town Hall. Level 2 chargers 
take several hours longer to charge an 
electric vehicle than Level 3s. 

When he began in his new position, 
Olivetti contacted Town Administrator 
Bob Markel regarding the possibility of 
installing Level 3 DC fast chargers. 

“We decided once the incentive 
programs were rolled out, it became 
clear that between both National Grid 
and Eversource, the incentive programs 
were favoring DC fast chargers. So, 
(Markel) expressed an interest in Level 
3 charging, so we put together a propos-
al for the town for DC fast chargers,” 
Olivetti said. 

The original design included 
60-kilowatt charging stations, each with 
two ports that would distribute 30-kW. 
Recently, in talking to Markel, Olivetti 
changed the design to 120-kW stations 
that would each feature two ports that 
could distribute 60-kW, taking advan-
tage of the National Grid incentive pro-
gram that is currently available. 

“So, in redoing the proposal for the 
town with the 120-kW charger, two 
chargers, four ports total, four park-

ing spaces total, the out-of-pocket ex-
pense to the town would be zero. The 
beauty about this particular incentive 
program… National Grid is paying for 
100% of the utility side of construc-
tion,” Olivetti said.

Olivetti discussed the senior center 
and police department on Allen Street 
as “very attractive locations” where the 
chargers could be installed. 

When looking at potential locations, 
he factored in that there are proximate 
high voltage wires, or the “appropri-
ate infrastructure,” that National Grid 
could access.

“When you combine that with the 
incentives that are available not only 
for the software that runs on the ma-
chines but the machines themselves, by 
putting two 120-kW charging stations, 
you get an out-of-pocket expense to the 
town of zero, so it’s very beneficial and 
would behoove anyone who’s in Na-
tional Grid or Eversource territory to 
strongly consider accessing these pro-
grams,” Olivetti said.

Rise Engineering has been contact-
ed by National Grid inquiring if the 
town of Hampden will submit an appli-
cation. 

Olivetti advised that now is the time 
to strike, as at some point the expansion 
of the grids will slow down. 

Olivetti said Hampden would be the 
first municipality in the area to install 
the Level 3 DC fast chargers. He noted 
most communities with charging equip-
ment nearby have Level 2s.

“The key is the speed of it, and there 
are just no fast chargers in your area… 
The town of Hampden, being where 
you’re located, it would be a tremen-
dous asset to the region to have these 
fast chargers there,” he said.

Olivetti noted that many companies 
are switching their fleets to electric ve-
hicles. For instance, he said AAA of 
New England is electrifying its entire 
fleet, bringing in 200 Ford F-150 Light-
nings, an all-electric truck, and they 
would be able to recharge in Hampden 
if needed.  

Olivetti implied that people would 
deliberately drive through Hampden to 
charge their electric vehicles. 

“Just knowing they’re there when it 

shows up on the apps and the screens, 
they’ll be more apt to come to the area 
because they won’t have that range anx-
iety,” he said. 

Selectman Donald Davenport said, 
“it’s like a moth going to the light bulb,” 
to which Olivetti responded, “that’s one 
way to look at it.” 

Selectboard Chair John Flynn asked 
who owns the equipment; Olivetti said 
the town does, and billing for the equip-
ment’s use is handled through the town. 

The town would be required to pay 
for upgrades to the equipment, but a 
parts and labor warrantee could stretch 
for five years. Olivetti said the equip-
ment is very low maintenance and only 
requires changing filters once a year; 
most malfunctions are a result of neg-
ligence or vandalism.

The equipment would also accom-
modate all electric vehicles. 

“Right now, all the major manufac-
tures that you would want to even con-
sider installing, have all announced that 
they are all going to be converting over 
to the NACS standard, which is the Tes-
la standard,” Olivetti said. 

Selectman Craig Rivest asked about 
safety concerns; at Rise, Olivetti has 
not had a problem with any of their in-
stallations on the Level 2 or 3 side. 

Olivetti said he is happy to assist in 
conversations with local business own-
ers, as the equipment could be installed 
on commercial property. 

“Getting this type of infrastructure 
onto their property while it’s available 
and while it’s being paid for, we’re find-
ing that there aren’t a lot of business 
owners who own property who aren’t 
interested,” he said. 

While there is no application dead-
line, Olivetti urged the board to decide 
with urgency, as the incentive funds are 
allocated on a first come, first serve ba-
sis. 

“We’re not the only ones who have 
recognized the value on the DC fast side 
of this incentive program, and we do 
feel that pool of capital will be used up 
first so it would behoove you to decide 
on a location and get the applications in 
simply to get in the queue for funding 
and to secure your funding,” he said. 

Fast EV chargers could be installed in 
Hampden for ‘little to no cost’

Organizers thank 
community 
for successful 
‘Bushels of Fun 
Fest!’

WILBRAHAM -- A terrific time was had 
on Aug. 27 at the Bushels of Fun Fest, and the 
Friends of Wilbraham Seniors Board and Fest 
sub-committee wish to express their heart-
felt gratitude for the support from the folks 
of Wilbraham and surrounding communities. 
The event at Fern Valley Farms was a huge 
success, raising over $20,000 that day in ad-
dition to the other promotional events leading 
up to the Fest. The committee succeeded in 
meeting several of their goals, such as spread-
ing the word about the new Senior Center be-
ing built behind the Town Hall on Springfield 
Street, supporting the wonderful services and 
programs the new Senior Center will be able 
to provide, along with raising funds to furnish 
the new Center.

Without the community’s support, none of 
this would have been possible! A huge thank 
you is extended to Fern Valley Farms, the 
volunteers, crafters, venders, and the throngs 
of people that attended. In addition, a special 
thank you goes out to the 25 Sponsors and 
23 Community Partners for their tremendous 
support which helped make this fundraiser 
such a great success.

                                                         

Summer Reading 
Program, more 
finishers 

WILBRAHAM -- Congrats to the fol-
lowing youths who also completed the Wil-
braham Public Library’s Summer Reading 
Program: Emmie Zanetti, Tyler Sanchioni, 
Mary Dos Santos, Emmett Knight, Mila   
Tsim, Sage Stimpson, Tia Assat, Violet Ro-
sati, Sebastian Rivas, Isabella  Rivas, Myles 
Fourniel, Jacob Kearns, Isla Kearns, Ella Pel-
letier, Jeffrey Palletier, Brannan Picariello, No-
lan Picarello, Avery Picarello, Iiasabella, Cassi-
dy Johnstone, Pim Casey and Zelia Casey.
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ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
FOR FALL!

Boar’s Head Deli 
SPECIALS

September 13 – September 19
Boar’s Head Fire Smith 
Chicken Breast ........... $11.99/lb

Boar’s Head Vermont 
Cheddar Cheese ............$8.99/lb

   Beautiful 
   Hardy Mums

In Fabulous Fall ColorsIn Fabulous Fall Colors
BIG SELECTION!BIG SELECTION!

Many Sizes

Elsie’s Creamery
The Best Homemade Ice Cream
NEW SEPTEMBER CREAMERY 

WINDOW HOURS
Wednesday-Friday 3pm-8pm

Saturday & Sunday 11am-8pm

WINNER OF READER RAVES:
2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023 & 2024

FALL IS FOR PLANTING
ALL TREES ALL TREES 
& SHRUBS& SHRUBS  

  20%-50% OFF  20%-50% OFF  
Rose of Sharon, 

Hydrangea, Hypericum, 
Rose Bushes & More

Witches, Ghosts, 
Scarecrows, 
Garden Flags
Straw Bales,

Gourds,
Sugar Pumpkins, 
Face Pumpkins & 

Specialty Pumpkins

Decorate For Fall

FALLFALL
FLAVORSFLAVORS
Locally Grown 

Macintosh Apples
5 lb Tote Bags $5.99

FRESH SWEET CIDER
APPLE CIDER DONUTS
Apple Cake, Apple Crisp 

& Fresh Baked Pies

 

5inch, 9inch and 12inch Patio Pots

GOLF CLASSIC
at

THE COUNTRY CLUB 
OF WILBRAHAM

JOIN US
SATURDAY

SEPTEMBER 23, 2023SEPTEMBER 23, 2023
Shotgun start at 12:30 pm

Registration: $175

Registration & sponsor details:
www.ricksplacema.org

413-279-2010

By Emilie Lang
Adult Services Librarian,
Wilbraham Public Library

WILBRAHAM – September 
is Library Card Sign-up Month. 
Throughout the month, libraries 
across the country unite in their ef-
forts to ensure every child has their 
own library card. There are no age 
restrictions for applying, so library 
cards are available to all Wilbraham 
residents.

Use your card to borrow books, 
audiobooks, music, movies, and 
more. In addition to the thousands 
of print materials we have in-house, 
the Wilbraham Public Library also 
offers a variety of physical and dig-
ital resources for patrons of all ages 
to enjoy. From stargazing to treasure 
hunting and pickleball-playing, a 
library card helps you do more of 
what you enjoy— at no cost to you.

Our ever-expanding “Library of 
Things” has physical objects that ar-
en’t traditionally found in a library 
catalog. We have video game con-
soles, air quality monitors, ukule-
les, and a large collection of jigsaw 
puzzles. Some items even encourage 

you to take your activity outdoors, 
including two metal detectors and a 
telescope. A sewing machine, turnta-
ble, and portable DVD player are our 
latest additions available to check 
out.

We also have passes to over fif-
teen local museums and other at-
tractions. These passes have been 
increasingly popular and offer dis-
counted or free admission. Several 
passes are now printable from home, 
making it easier than ever to reserve 
and use them.

For those who prefer to stay 
indoors, we also offer a range of 
streaming services, databases, and 
online learning resources through our 
website. Amateur artists can browse 
thousands of video tutorials, aspiring 
genealogists can piece together their 
family trees, and students preparing 
for their next standardized test can 
utilize our practice exams.

As a member library of CW 
MARS, your Wilbraham card also 
provides access to materials from 
over 150 libraries across Central and 
Western Massachusetts. Visit other 
member libraries to place holds, bor-
row materials, and access everything 

they have to offer.
“A library card levels the play-

ing field, allowing everyone access 
to a wide variety of resources. We 
have books for fun and education 
and discount passes to local attrac-
tions. Because we’re part of the CW 
MARS network, you can go beyond 
our library to get materials, wheth-
er having them sent here or visiting 
other local libraries,” said Assistant 
Director Mary Bell.

Whether you’re a savvy crafter, 
voracious bookworm, or itching for 
an outdoor adventure, the library has 
something for you. September’s Li-
brary Card Sign-up Month  encour-
ages children to utilize the resources 
that libraries have to offer, but the 
learning doesn’t stop after child-
hood. The library’s mission to en-
courage lifelong learning starts with 
you, so sign up for a card today.

To apply for a library card, vis-
it the front desk with a valid photo 
ID with current address or mail with 
current address. Or, visit www.wil-
brahamlibrary.org to apply online. If 
you have questions about applying 
for a library card, please call the li-
brary service desk at 413-596-6141.

Wilbraham Public Library celebrates Library 
Card Sign-Up Month

HAMPDEN—The Scantic River 
Artisans will be holding the “Fall 
into Art” Art Show on Saturday, 
Sept. 23, from 3 – 8 p.m. and Sun-
day, Sept. 24 from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

On Saturday, there will be a re-
ception with wine, cheese and music 
and peer awards given out on Sun-
day.

The art show will take 
place in the Community 
Room at the Hampden Se-
nior Center at 104 Allen 
Street in Hampden, MA. 

Additionally, featured at the 
art show will be “THE NEW EN-
GLAND MOSAIC - 24 FOOT 
WALL OF ART”

The New England Mosaic is a 
24-foot fine art wall made up of 264 
individual 6”x 6” canvas tiles paint-
ed by over 200 area artists . The wall 
captures the beauty and diversity of 

New England life. The tiles will be 
for sale and the proceeds will fund 
scholarships for area art students.

Visit: www.scanticriverartisans.
com to fill out a “Call for Artists” 
form if you wish to participate in 
the art show. Or pick up forms at the 
Hampden Senior Center.

Scantic River Artisans to hold “Fall into Art” Art Show

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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GREAT ON THE GRILL

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS

CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN .......................

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK SPARE RIBS ...........

USDA INSP. 

$222
lb

SALE DATES: 9/14/23-9/20/23

$199

lb

USDA INSP. FOZEN BONE-IN

PORK LOIN END CHOPS ....$189

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
ROAST or STEAKS ................
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .......

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BONELESS & SKINLESS TRAY PAK

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN .....

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN
21/25 COUNT 

RAW SHRIMP 2 LB BAG ................... ea

$399
ea

USDA INSP. 

HATFIELD BACON 1 LB ................

$249

$699

lb

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK TENDERLOIN ...........
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
TERIYAKI MARINATED

BEEF BLADE STEAKS ........

$195
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
VIRGINIA HAM .................

$444
lb

$999

BEEF 
SHORT RIBS

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS ..........

lb

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF RIBEYE

STEAKS

$199

$335
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

7 LB 
BAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$379
lb

$899
lb

$479
lb

$799
lb

Climate Controlled Units 
Available

Units & Sizes Available:
Climate Controlled 5x10/10x10

Regular Units 5x10/10x10/10x15/10x20/10x30

Outside Parking Spaces Also 
Available for Boats, RVs, Trailers, Etc.

New Owners

We can do the mission ourselves, but we opened this op-
portunity to the community so that we serve the commu-
nity together,” Kim said. 

Collecting donations for Catie’s Closet was a focus 
of the event. 

Hampden resident Pamela Rogers noted that Catie’s 
Closet recently opened a location at Deer Park Drive in 
East Longmeadow. After working with Catie’s Closet 
during several committee meetings, church organizers 
decided to hold the fundraiser. 

“So far, (Catie’s Closet is) dedicating (items) to the 
Springfield school system and the Holyoke school sys-
tem,” Rogers said. “They do the collection for toiletries, 
new and gently used clothing, and they set up stores in-
side the schools so the kids can go and pick their own 
clothes out. Even though some of those schools (require) 
uniforms, there’s a need for good clothes for the kids af-
terwards.” 

Requested items included t-shirts, long sleeve shirts, 
coats, sweaters, sweatshirts, sweatpants, pants, shorts, 
leggings, jeans, shampoo, soap, body wash, deodorant, 
new socks and underwear, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
shaving products and feminine products. 

“What I really like about this one is that it goes direct-
ly into the hands of children and that the parents don’t 
have to go out of their way to go to a survival center or a 
location to find what the children need. The kids can go 
in and get it,” Rogers said. 

Beth Algie, of Hampden, said it was great to see the 
community come together. She said she could feel the 
love and caring in the air at the event. 

Algie was also thrilled that donations were collected 
for Catie’s Closet. 

“It fills our hearts to be able to give these donations 
and be able to give them to these places where these kids 
can have the school supplies that they need and the health 
supplies they need. It just fills our heart to bring commu-
nity together with them,” she said. 

Rogers was happy to see residents of all ages attend 
the celebration, and Algie was excited that some of the 
participants weren’t members of the church, as all were 
and are welcome. 

Kim reflected on what it means to come together. 
“One person may go faster, but it is hard to change 

people’s hearts. Going together, maybe slower, is much 
more powerful and meaningful,” he said. “It makes us go 
even further together in a powerful way. I believe that’s 
the Christian way. We can do alone, but God wants us to 
be together.” 

HAMPDEN from page 1

The Hampden Federated Community Church held 
“Hampden’s Homecoming” on Sept. 10. 

Submitted photo by Beth Algie
Magician/comedian Michael Ward performed at the 
Hampden Federated Community Church last Saturday. 

By Charles F. Bennett
Times Editor Emeritus

Class of 1961

WILBRAHAM – For the last 
62 years a class has graduated 
from Minnechaug Regional High 
School. But this month the first 
three classes to graduate from the 
high school, who call themselves 
“The Minnechaug Originals”, will 
be celebrating a special occasion, 
a combined 60th class reunion the 
weekend of Sept. 22, 23, 24 at vari-
ous venues about town.

The Classes have held reunions 
in the past but this one holds a spe-
cial meaning, according to the two 
Reunion co-chairs, Roberta Marco 
Albano (Class of ’63) and Judith 
McDonald Theocles (Class of ’61) 
who still live in Wilbraham.

The banquet will be on Sat-
urday, Sept. 23 in the ballroom of 
the Country Club of Wilbraham. 
“A special wall of remembrance, 
crafted by classmate Holly Murray, 
will be posted there honoring their 
deceased classmates numbering 30 
from 1961, 32 from 1962 and 24 
from 1963.

John Bulger was the first class-
mate from 1962 to die when he 
fought in Vietnam. He will be re-
membered along with fellow class-
mates who served in the military. 
The printed program includes the 
words, “We especially honor those 
graduates who have courageous-
ly given their lives defending our 
great country. It is their efforts that 
helped preserve our freedom and 
made it possible for us to enjoy our 
60th Reunion.”

The schedule of Reunion Week-
end activities includes a reception 
at Gregory’s Pizza Pub on Friday 

night at 6 p.m. A tour of the new 
Minnechaug building will be held 
on Saturday at 10 a.m. The banquet 
with a full buffet will be held on 
Saturday night starting with cock-
tails at 6 p.m., and a brunch will be 
held Sunday morning.

The name “Minnechaug Origi-
nals” comes from an acknowledge-
ment that the first three classes set 
high standards and established tra-
ditions at the high school that are 
still upheld today. The “Originals” 
participated in naming the school, 
choosing the school mascot and 
logo, and started many of the clubs, 
sports teams and student organiza-
tions. The oldest members of the 
classes are now 80 years old or will 
turn 80 very soon.

“Today after years of maturing 
and life experiences, we realize that 
although the new building, which 

first opened in 1959 helped, the key 
to a great education the first classes 
received was its outstanding facul-
ty,” reads a dedication in the pro-
gram.

Members of the Reunion Com-
mittee who have been holding plan-
ning meetings for the past year are 
Class of 1961: Judith Theocles, 
Walter Presz, Ben Bump, Judith 
Cmero, Charlie Bennett. Class of 
1962: David Cesan, Colleen Min-
nie, Donald Barnett. Class of 1963: 
Roberta Albano.

Over 10 years ago the three class-
es presented a memorial boulder 
and plaque that now resides in the 
courtyard of the new Minnechaug 
building. Its wording still remains 
meaningful: “It was by chance that 
we were the first, but not by chance 
that we cultivated the spirit and 
traditions for generations to follow 

at Minnechaug. We are 
passing on that spirit 
of Minnechaug that is 
more than brick, mortar 
and life.”

Members of the 
classes, in reach of this 
newspaper, who have 
not yet registered to at-
tend the reunion may 
attend by calling Judi 
Theocles at 413-563-
5520 or email judith-
theocles@gmail.com or 
Roberta Albano at 413-
222-5811 or email ral-
bano@charter.net.

Minnechaug 60th Class Reunion Committee, meeting at the Country Club 
of Wilbraham, has been planning a reunion of the Classes of 1961, 1962 
and 1963 for the past year. (Women from left) Roberta Albano, Judy Cmero, 
Coleen Minnie, Judi Theocles. (Men from left) Charlie Bennett, Ben Bump, 
Walter Presz, Dave Cesan. Not shown, Donald Barnett. (Submitted photo). 

‘Minnechaug Originals’
to celebrate 60th Reunion
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We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Saturday, Sept. 23, 2023
9am-2pm

VEHICLE ENTRY $15 •  SPECTATORS   ★   DONATIONS APPRECIATED 

Ware High School
RT. 32, WEST STREET, WARE, MA 01082

SHOW IS OPEN TO ALL MAKES AND MODELS
TROPHIES FOR THE TOP 30 VEHICLES • MUSIC • FOOD

MORE INFO CONTACT: JIM ALLARD AT 413-250-8599

She noted that the Timber Hill 
basalt is about 100 km away 
from the Heise volcanic field, 
which is located within the 
Snake River Plane of Yellow-
stone hot spot track in Idaho.

“So, we spent some time 
going to several different lo-
cations, where we collected 
samples of the basalt, and on 
a map it’s like a trail and even-
tually leads to Yellowstone,” 
Ranck said. “That’s why we 
were like, ‘Okay, maybe it 
came from there.’” 

Ranck was inspired by a 
former undergraduate student 
who worked with Krol in 
2020. The former student had 
studied the same Timber Hill 
basalt and proposed that it flowed from 
the Ruby Valley, located further east in 
Montana. 

The chemistry disproved her theory, 
and the project was thrown to the side, 
where Ranck discovered it. 

“I picked it up, and I proposed that the 
Timber Hill basalt originated from flow 
from the Yellowstone hot spot track,” she 
said. 

As research continues back home, 
Ranck is extremely thankful that Krol in-
vited her to go on the trip. She noted that 
the experienced professor helped keep her 
comfortable and focused amid challenges 
that included a lot of hiking and long days 
under the sun. 

Compared to Wilbraham, the weather 
is much different in Montana, Ranck said. 
She described Massachusetts’ climate as 
“very hot, humid, muggy and damp.” 

In Montana, “it was so much dryer, 
and the air was so much cleaner because 
there was so much open space. The smell 
of the sage brush, I wish I could have 
brought it home with me. It was also very 
sunny,” she said.

Ranck also enjoyed meeting new peo-
ple. The group spent time going out to 
restaurants and “poking around,” where 
they were able to interact with locals.

Regarding her dream of becoming 
a geologist, Ranck isn’t hesitant in her 
pursuit even though some people have 

labeled her as “a 
girl who studies 
rocks” and asked, 
“what’s the point 
of that?”

Ranck is 
quick to answer, 
providing real life 
scenarios. 

“Geology is 
a mix of physics, 
math, chemistry, 
biology, all of it 
combined into 
one, and it’s an 
earth science so 
it’s incredibly 
important,” she 
said.

Ranck said 
one must hire a 
geologist to sur-

vey the land they want to build on because 
if construction is completed above rocks 
that fall 
through, the 
house could 
sink into 
the ground. 
She offered 
the follow-
ing encour-
agement to 
others to do 
what makes 
them happy. 

“I think 
if you’re 
not chasing 
your dream, 
what are you 
doing,” she 
said. “I nev-
er feel like 
you should 
be ashamed 
or nervous 
about what 
you want to 
do with your 
life. It’s 
your life and 
you only get 
one.”

GEOLOGIST  from page 1

(L to R) Bridgewater State University students Olivia Ranck, of Wilbraham, and Julia 
Lee researched in Montana in July.

Wilbraham native Olivia Ranck 
studied volcanic basalt in 
Montana in July. 

Ludlow Self Storage
50% OFF 
Your 1st Month’s Rent
With This Coupon
(For New Customers Only) 

LOWEST 
PRICES IN 
THE AREA!

ludlowselfstorage.com
291 Moody St., Ludlow, MA

413-800-6022

‘Dancing with the Stars 
II’ to occur Sept. 30

HAMPDEN -- “Dancing with the Stars 
II”, a benefit for the Theatre Guild of Hamp-
den, will occur on Saturday, Sept. 30 at Thorn-
ton Burgess Middle School at 85 Wilbraham 
Road in Hampden. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
and the show starts at 7 p.m. Enjoy desserts 
and beverages, a raffle and gift baskets and a 
fun night for all ages. 

Tickets can be purchased at Lou’s Bagel 
Nook on Somers Road, 413-566-1515, or at 
Mark Henry Florist on Main Street in Indian 
Orchard, 413-543-4203. The requested do-
nation is $25 for adults and $10 for children 
aged 12 and under.

Theatre Guild of
Hampden announces
auditions for ‘Oklaho-
ma’ 

HAMPDEN – The Theatre Guild of 
Hampden has announced auditions for Rod-
gers and Hammerstein’s  classic  musical 
“Oklahoma”.

Audition dates are Monday, Sept. 18 and 
Tuesday, Sept. 19 at 7 p.m. in the Hampden 
Senior Center on Allen Street. 

The show dates are April 5,6,7, 12, 13, 14, 
19, 20 and 21, 2024 at 
the Red Barn at Foun-
tain Park on Tinkham 
Road. 

Christopher Rojas 
and Mark Giza are di-
rectors. Tom Slowik is 
the Musical Director 
and Dina DelBuono is 
the Choreographer. 

For more informa-
tion, one can reach Giza 
at 413-204-5333 or 413-
543-4203. 

Non-registered 
Wilbraham
voters must 
register for 
town meeting 
by Oct. 13

WILBRAHAM -- According 
to Wilbraham Town Clerk, Car-
ole J. Tardif, residents who are 
not registered voters, who wish 
to vote in the upcoming Special 
Town Meeting on Oct. 23, 2023, 
must register to vote by 5 p.m. on 
Friday, Oct. 13, 2023.  

Registration hours are daily 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, and 8:30 a.m. to 
5 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 13, 2023.  

Voter registration will be held 
in the Town Clerk’s Office, 240 
Springfield St. or online at regis-
tertovotema.com.   Please contact 
the Town Clerk’s Office if you 
have any questions at 596-2800, 
ext. 200. 
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Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri-
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to dzbierski@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly 

correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor-
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito-
rial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu-
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hamp-
den TIMES is published ev-
ery Thursday by Turley Pub-
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho-
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos.
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Dear Rusty 
Is there any way that Congress will vote to 

pay back the Social Security funds they took 
for their stupid reasons, and left IOUs in place 
of the funds? 

Because of the funds they took going back 
many years, we didn’t have any decent Cost 
Of Living Adjustments for a few years. In fact, 
there were I think three to five years that we 
didn’t get any COLA. Please Rusty, can you 
find out if this is true or false? Help us seniors. 

Signed: Resentful Senior

Dear Resentful Senior
I can assure you that I’ve fully investigated 

the allegation that politicians have squandered 
Social Security’s money and found that charge 
to be, simply speaking, a myth. I’ve gone back 
and looked at Social Security revenues and ex-
penses since the government first started col-
lecting FICA payroll taxes in 1937 and found 
that every dollar ever collected for Social Se-
curity has been used only for Social Security 
purposes. Over the years, various claims have 
been made that the money has been used for 
other things, but I’ve researched each of these 
charges and found them all to be false. 

Where the misconception mostly originates 
is that any excess money collected from work-
ing Americans for Social Security is invested 
in “special issue government bonds,” which 
pay interest, as mandated by President Roos-
evelt when Social Security began. As with any 
investment, a financial obligation instrument is 
given in return for dollars received. 

Remember when we used to buy “U.S. 
Savings Bonds?” We’d use our money to buy 

those bonds, hold them and later redeem them 
for a higher amount than we paid. That’s ex-
actly how Social Security contributions have 
always worked – excess money collected from 
working Americans is used to purchase special 
issue government bonds, which are held in re-
serve, earning interest, for future Social Secu-
rity needs. 

These special bonds reside in a Social Se-
curity Trust Fund and, as of the end of 2022, 
were worth about $2.8 trillion. Are these bonds 
“worthless IOUs” as some would claim? Hard-
ly, since they are redeemable as needed to pay 
Social Security benefits. 

Considering that, since 2010, Social Secu-
rity’s income from payroll taxes on American 
workers has been less than needed to cover 
benefits paid out, redemption of bonds held in 
the Trust Fund is the only reason that Social 
Security has been able to continue paying full 
benefits to every beneficiary. The Trust Fund is 
a financial safety net, which is now protecting 
all SS beneficiaries from having their benefits 
cut. 

Problem is, unless Congress acts soon to 
reform Social Security’s financial picture, the 
Trust Fund will be fully depleted in about 2033 
resulting in about a 23% cut in everyone’s 
monthly Social Security benefit. I’m optimis-
tic that will not happen (it would be political 
suicide) and, hopefully, Congress will act soon 

to reform Social Security and restore it to fi-
nancial solvency and avoid a future cut in ev-
eryone’s benefits. 

Regarding Cost of Living Adjustment and 
the lack thereof for several past years, COLA is 
determined by the government’s standard infla-
tion measure, the Consumer Price Index (CPI). 
There were several years (2010, 2011, and 
2016) in which the CPI showed no inflation so, 
therefore, no COLA increase was given. 

Last year, due to soaring inflation, every-
one got an 8.7% increase in their Social Se-
curity benefit, but that doesn’t happen every 
year. FYI, the average annual COLA increase 
over the last two decades has been about 2.6%, 
although COLA for each year can be wildly 
different depending on each year’s inflation 
measure. 

In any case, the lack of a COLA increase in 
past years was not a result of any political chi-
canery, it was the result of low inflation during 
those years.  

The Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. This article 
is intended for information purposes and does 
not represent legal or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and interpretations of 
the Association Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the Nation-
al Social Security Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC. 

What about all the money Congress stole from Social Security?
SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Black-crowned night heron

The Massachusetts Audubon Society report-
ed the sighting of a black-crowned night heron 
in Pittsfield.

The black-crowned night heron is 
about 25 inches long and is gray and 
white. It is a stocky heron with pale yel-
low legs, which turn reddish in the breed-
ing season. 

The immature is brown with white 
streaks below and large, buff white spots 
on its back and wings. It keeps its imma-
ture plumage for two years. The imma-
ture black-crowned night heron is distin-
guished from the yellow crowned night 
heron by its greenish-yellow lower bill. 
The yellow-crowned has a dark bill. 

Although the night heron will feed by 
day, as its name implies this species feeds 
mostly at night or at dusk. They roost in 
trees.

It feeds on fish, amphibians, insects 
and small mammals. It also will eat the 
young of other bird species such as terns, 
herons and ibises. They inhabit freshwa-
ter streams, lakes, rice field, dry grassland 
and salt marshes.

These herons nest either in colonies or 
singly. The female lays three to five pale 
blue green eggs in a nest o f twigs, reeds 
and finer material placed against a tussock 
or in the reeds, shrub or trees up to 160 
feet.

When greeting other black-crowned night 
herons, they stretch their necks horizontally with 
breeding plumes on the head raised and they 
touch bills. They make a low, hoarse “quok” 
sound often heard at dusk. During nesting, they 
make a “rok rok.”

Red-winged blackbirds
I received an email this week from someone 

who lives in the West Springfield Agawam area. 
She said, “Red-winged blackbirds are one of my 
favorite birds, but I always wondered why they 
leave the ares so early?” She also said, “I go to 
areas where I know they nest, but never see them 
after mid-July or so.”

Red-winged blackbirds are one of the first to 
arrive in early spring with the males coming first, 
then the females. They migrate anytime from late 
August to early October and gather in flocks for 
the trip south.

Audubon Society sightings
Other Audubon Society sightings reported for 

August in Berkshire include an alder flycatcher 
in Washington and a yellow-bellied flycatcher a 
the Jug End State Reservation in Egremont. In 
Hampshire County, four sandhill cranes were at 
East Meadows in Northampton and four more 
sandhill cranes at the Arcadia Sanctuary. 

Migrants tallied at Quabbin Park in Ware in-
cluded four common nighthawks, two yellow-bel-
lied flycatchers and four Cape May warblers. In 
Worcester County 14 Common Mergansers were 
seen near fishing area #3 at Quabbin Reservoir in 
Petersham and four Bonaparte’s Gulls were tal-
lied along the Dana shoreline in Petersham. 

Two black vultures were seen soaring over 
Mt. Wachusett in Princeton and in Paxton there 
was a Cerulean warbler. Mount Wachusett is a 
popular spot for birders to view hawk migrations 
during September and October. Two Cape May 
warblers were seen at the Moose Hill Wildlife 
Area.

Wild turkeys
It seems wild turkeys are everywhere. I have 

seen groups of three or four Tom turkeys and 
much larger groups of hens and their poults. Sev-
eral times I stopped while a large flock of hens 
and youngsters crossed the road.

People may report a bird sighting or bird re-
lated experience by calling me at 413-967-3505, 
leaving a message at extension 100, emailing my-
backyard88@aol.com or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, 
MA 01005.

in my

By Ellenor Downer



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESSeptember 14, 2023 Page 7

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

Events&announcements scheduleannouncements schedule
Griffin’s Friends to host first 
ever Fun Color Run/Walk 
to support local families 
affected by Childhood 
Cancer 

AGAWAM — Griffin’s Friends Chil-
dren’s Cancer Fund is inviting the public 
to participate in the first-ever Color for the 
Kids Run/Walk, aimed at providing es-
sential support to local families impacted 
by cancer. For 25 years, Griffin’s Friends 
has been helping local families who have 
a child receiving cancer care at Baystate 
Children’s Hospital. 

Griffin’s Friends was founded in 1994 
and is named after Griffin D. Kelleher, 
who died from cancer after just 14 months 
of life. Since then, the Kelleher family 
has honored his memory by helping other 
families battling childhood cancer.

The Griffin’s Friends Color for the 
Kids Run/Walk is scheduled to take place 
on Saturday, Sept. 16, 2023, at Agawam 
High School. The event will kick off with 
a vibrant burst of color at 11 a.m., with 
registration and check-in starting at 10 
a.m. Participants and non-runners are in-
vited to stay after the race to enjoy music, 
food, and entertainment. 

This unique experience is open to 
all age groups, offering a two-mile col-
or-filled course that perfect for both run-
ner and walkers. Each registration, priced 
at $25 for students, and $35 for adults, 
includes a commemorative T-shirt and 
protective sunglasses, ensuring partici-
pants look stylish while contributing to a 
worthy cause. 

To secure your spot and be a part of 
this unforgettable day, register now at 

www.GriffinsFriends.com. 

‘Halfway to St. Patrick’s Day’ 
Grab & Go Dinner

HAMPDEN – Join the Hampden Se-
nior Center on Allen Street as it celebrates 
its “Halfway to St. Patrick’s Day” Grab & 
Go Dinner on Sunday, Sept. 17. Pick up is 
from 2-2:30 p.m. 

Pick a delicious Gran & Go meal of 
Corned Beef and Cabbage complete with 
Rye Bread and Dessert. 

All proceeds from this event will ben-
efit the Senior Center Building Fund. 

All are welcome. $10 per meal. 
Pre-registration and payment required. 
Call 566-5588. 

The senior center thanks its gen-
erous sponsors: Byron Keenan Funer-
al Home & Cremation Tribute Center, 
Brodeur-Campbell Fence Company and 
Monson Savings Bank.

Wilbraham Public 
Library announces teen 
programming

WILBRAHAM — The Wilbraham 
Public Library’s Teen Advisory Board an-
nounces its first monthly meeting of the 
school year on Monday, Sept. 18 from 4 
- 5 p.m. in the Brooks Room. TAB helps 
the Teen Librarian design the best pro-
grams for teens, recommends YA books 
and more for the Teen Loft, and makes 
the library a great place for teens. Online 
registration is required on our website or 
call us at 413-596-6141. Grades 6 - 12 can 
sign up, join us and let your teen voice 
be heard! Snacks will be served, and the 
group is always looking for new mem-
bers! TAB is sponsored by the Wilbraham 

Friends of the Library.
Teens Who Code will have their first 

meeting of the school year on Wednesday, 
Oct. 25 from 3:30-5 p.m. in the Brooks 
Room of the library. Facilitated by Mrs. 
Christine Goonan, this club is looking 
for new members. Grades 6-12 can ex-
plore project-based coding in a fun and 
friendly environment. Meetings are typi-
cally once a month in the Brooks Room, 
and all attendees need a laptop to join in. 
Online registration is required at  www.
wilbrahamlibrary.org  or call 413-596-
6141. After registering, teens will receive 
more info by email. This is a free program 
hosted by the Wilbraham Public Library.

Rick’s Place Golf Classic
WILBRAHAM  — Registration is 

currently open for the Rick’s Place Golf 
Classic. The Golf Classic will be held on 
Saturday, Sept. 23, at the Country Club of 
Wilbraham. The tournament is open to all 
golfers and is an 18-hole shotgun scram-
ble starting at 12:30 pm. 

The entry fee is $175 per person or 
$700 per foursome and includes green 
fees, cart rental, lunch and dinner. We also 
encourage those who do not golf to attend 
the dinner for $40 per person. There will 
be a raffle and silent auction at the event. 
Consider becoming a sponsor or purchas-
ing a tee&green sign. 

The Rick’s Place Golf Classic serves 
as one of our primary fundraisers and 
proceeds will benefit Rick’s Place grief 
support programs for youth and families 
who have had a death loss. We hope to see 
you there!

To register for the tournament, please 
visit ricksplacema.org. For more informa-
tion, contact info@ricksplacema.org

Established in memory of Rick Thor-
pe, who died in Tower Two of the World 
Trade Center on 9/11, Rick’s Place opened 
in March 2007.  We are honored to offer 
young people and their families, from all 
over Western MA and Northern CT, our 
free grief support services.

Springfield Technical 
High School – Every Class 
Reunion Sept. 23

SPRINGFIELD — The spirit and 
comraderie of Springfield’s Tech High 
School is alive and well, as they gear up 
for another exciting reunion on Saturday, 
Sept. 23 at the Elks Lodge #61 at 440 
Tiffany St. from 3-8 p.m. The reunion is 
open to ALL TECH CLASSES.

An outside barbecue will be held rain 
or shine under the lodge’s pavilion and 
will include hot dogs, hamburgers, pulled 
pork, salads, vegan options, dessert and 
more. Cash bar. Free parking and handi-
cap accessible.

A fun-filled afternoon will include DJ 
and dancing, cornhole and bocce games, 
raffles and time to reminisce with friends 
over the years and make new friends as 
well.

According to committee chair Mike 
Borecki, “Tech High was a great school, 
and many lifelong friendships were 
forged back 
then. It’s 
our dream 
for everyone 
to have fun 
and to keep 
the Tech 
Spirit tradi-
tion alive for 
many years 
to come. 

Seating is limited and tickets are $25 
each. All are on a first come, first served 
basis. Open seating. For tickets call Mike 
Borecki ’72 at 413-351-6572, Margaret 
McCormick ‘74 at 413-531-4763, Dawn 
Duncan ’71 413-896-3930, or Matt Villa-
maino ’67 at 413-896-2206

Located on Elliot Street in Springfield, 
MA Technical High School was founded 
in 1906 and closed in 1986.

‘Fall into Fun’ Card & Game 
Party & Luncheon to occur 
Sept. 28

WILBRAHAM — The Wilbraham 
Women’s Club is holding its annual “Fall 
Into Fun” Card & Game Party & Lun-
cheon on Thursday, Sept. 28, at the St. 
Cecilia Parish Center, 42 Main St., Wil-
braham.  

Check-in begins at 11:30 a.m. with 
lunch served at noon. There will also be a 
raffle for cash prizes.  

The donation is $8, and proceeds are 
used for the club’s scholarships and other 
charitable endeavors. Please bring friends 
and join us for a delicious luncheon and 
play any game of your choice.  For reser-
vations, please call Sue Agnew, 596-9480.  

50th Reunion for 
Minnechaug Class of 1973

WILBRAHAM -- The Minnechaug 
Regional High School Class of 1973 will 
commemorate their 50th reunion with a 
four-day, event-filled celebration from 
Thursday, Oct. 12, through Sunday, Oct. 
15, 2023.

The October 2023 reunion will offer a 
wide array of options to celebrate and re-
connect with classmates and the commu-
nity, including a tour of the “new” Min-
nechaug, a trivia contest, gatherings at 
craft breweries, hikes, golf, a Falcon foot-
ball game and tailgate and a dinner-dance 
at the Country Club of Wilbraham.

To give back to our communities and 
schools and to inspire the next generation 
of scientists, our class has established 
a fund to honor our classmate Dr. Jan-
ice E. Voss, a NASA astronaut who flew 
five shuttle missions in space before she 
passed away in 2012. Through this fund, 
the class of 1973 will donate STEM-re-
lated books for the libraries in the Wil-
braham and Hampden schools, send one 
nine-to-eleven-year-old student to Space 
Camp in Huntsville, AL, and create a 
$2,500 annual scholarship to be awarded 
to a graduating Minnechaug senior from 
Wilbraham or Hampden with plans to 
study for a career in STEM.

Organizers hope that all members of 
the class family will know that they are 
invited to attend this reunion. We ex-
perienced years together in the Hamp-
den-Wilbraham school system, so we 
welcome others who may have been part 
of our educational journey, including 
teachers and friends whose time at Min-
nechaug overlapped with 
ours. If you know someone 
from the Minnechaug Class 

of 1973 (they would have been born in 
1954 or 1955) or would like to know more 
about the Janice Voss Memorial projects, 
please contact Ricardo Perez at perezr9@
gmail.com or 919-757-7679.

 
Sept. 16 presentation: Taking 
‘professional’ photos with 
your phone.

HAMPDEN — Learn how to use your 
smartphone to take photographs of your 
artwork and sculptural work for your 
website or to add to your portfolio. Art-
ist Nan Hurlburt will demonstrate how to 
take photos and show your art to its best 
advantage.

Each participant is allowed two pieces 
to photograph.

Criteria: Paintings, drawings (hanging 
work must NOT be framed), and sculptur-
al work. The finished files will be emailed 
to each participant.

Presentation will be on Saturday, Set. 
16, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Commu-
nity Room at the Hampden Senior Center 
in Hampden.

Contact Sue Superson: sjsrighter@
aol.com to sign up and to answer any 
questions. Space is limited. There will be 
a $10 charge.

‘Dancing with the Stars II’ to 
occur Sept. 30

HAMPDEN — “Dancing with the 
Stars II”, a benefit for the Theatre Guild of 
Hampden, will occur on Saturday, Sept. 
30 at Thornton Burgess Middle School at 
85 Wilbraham Road in Hampden. Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m. and the show starts at 
7 p.m. Enjoy desserts and beverages, a 
raffle and gift baskets and a fun night for 
all ages. 

Tickets can be purchased at Lou’s 
Bagel Nook on Somers Road, 413-566-
1515, or at Mark Henry Florist on Main 
Street in Indian Orchard, 413-543-4203. 
The requested donation is $25 for adults 
and $10 for children aged 12 and under.

Armenian Food
Festival Sept. 30

St. Gregory Armenian Apostolic 
Church will hold its annual Armenian 
Food Festival on Saturday, Sept. 30, from 
noon to 5 p.m. at 135 Goodwin Street, 
Indian Orchard. Visitors are invited to 
enjoy Armenian dinners including shish 
kebab and losh kebab along with rice pi-
laf. Baked goods will be featured such as 
paklava and spinach-cheese pie. 

To place a take-out order or for more 
information, please call the church at 
(413) 543-4763.

More events on page 8
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OBITUARIES

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

Patricia Lee Gordon
1948-2023

WILBRAHAM — It is with heavy 
hearts that we announce the passing of Pa-
tricia Lee Gordon on Sept. 2, 2023. Patri-
cia, born on Oct. 9, 1948, in 
Granby, MA, was a shining 
beacon of love, laughter and 
service throughout her life. 

Patricia was predeceased 
by her parents, Marita and 
Leo Gagnon. She attended 
Granby High School and 
then earned her undergrad-
uate degree at Elms College 
and a master’s degree from 
Worcester State, showcas-
ing her dedication to her 
craft as an educator. For 
37 years, Patricia shared 
her passion for learning as 
an earth science teacher at 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School. Her impact reached far beyond 
the classroom, leaving a lasting legacy of 
knowledge and inspiration in her students. 
Her commitment to education extended 
to the school committee in Wilbraham, 
where she worked tirelessly to improve 
the lives of local students.

Patricia was also a dedicated member 
of St. Cecilia’s Parish, contributing her 
beautiful voice to the choir, sharing wis-
dom as a lector, and actively participating 
in the Women’s Club. Love blossomed 
when she met George Gordon, who would 
become her devoted husband of 44 years. 
Together, they shared a love story that 
stood the test of time, filled with joyous 
moments and unwavering support for one 
another. 

As a mother, Patricia poured her 
boundless love and support into her chil-
dren. Her daughter, Ashlee Salvador (Gor-
don), and son-in-law, Joe Salvador, of 
Wilbraham, MA, and Patricia’s grandchil-
dren, Weston and Avery Salvador, brought 
immense joy to her life and referred to her 
as “MiMi”. She was also the proud mother 
of her son, Grant Gordon, of Guilford, CT. 

Patricia’s life was characterized by 
her dedication to others. She played a vi-
tal role in the Wilbraham Peach Festival, 
managing the parade and soda booths for 
many years. Her heart for service extend-
ed to the American Red Cross, where she 
selflessly volunteered as a disaster assess-
ment volunteer, offering aid and comfort 
to those in dire need. In her leisure time, 
Patricia embraced her love for travel, often 
visiting national parks, where she found 
solace and wonder in the natural world as 
well as baking various desserts. 

She also leaves behind her sister, Lin-
da Gagnon of Chicopee, MA. As we bid 
farewell to Patricia, her kindness, laugh-
ter, and unwavering dedication to family 
and community will forever be etched in 
our hearts. Her memory will continue to 
inspire us to cherish each moment, give 
selflessly, and live with a heart full of love. 
Patricia’s legacy is a reminder to live life 
to the fullest, just as she did, and to carry 
her spirit of warmth, service, and love for-
ward in our own lives. Patricia’s Funeral 
Mass was held at St. Cecilia Church. Buri-
al followed in Gate of Heaven Cemetery. 
Wilbraham Funeral Home was entrusted 
with the arrangements. The family kindly 
requests donations in Patricia’s memory to 
Halfway Home Cat Rescue, 400 Universal 
Dr.N, North Haven, CT 06473, as she was 
a passionate advocate for their mission 
and her many fur-children.

Alicia Scott
EAST LONGMEADOW — Alicia Scott, RN, Veteri-

nary Practice Manager, Best Honey, Mom and Meme ever, 
of East Longmeadow, MA passed away peacefully after a 
brief illness in Seattle, Washington on Aug. 29, 2023.

Originally from Canada, Alicia came to 
the United States by way of Michigan in 
1989. She worked as a nurse in Michigan 
and locally in the emergency room of Frank-
lin Medical Center in Greenfield, MA from 
1992 to 1995 and was Director of Nursing at 
Renaissance Manor Nursing Home in Holy-
oke, MA from 1995 until the early 2000s. 

In 2000, Alicia married Dr. Penny Peck 
of the Hampden Veterinary Clinic in Hamp-
den, MA and shortly thereafter retired from 
nursing and became the bookkeeper and fi-
nancial manager at the Hampden Veterinary 
Clinic.

Alicia and Penny, along with co-par-
ents Karen Jackson of Holyoke and the late 
Judy Tasker of East Longmeadow, raised 
two children, Sarah and Dylan. Alicia loved 
her family and was a wonderful partner and 

friend to Penny and a very loving and close mother to Sar-
ah and Dylan. Alicia was especially proud of her grand-
children, Brayden and Nicholas, and enjoyed playing with 
them and watching their antics. Alicia and Penny celebrat-
ed 23 years together and really enjoyed their time with 
their dogs, first Rusty and then Otis, the three baby cats 
they raised from a bottle and their many Arabian horses 
over the years.

Alicia loved the ocean, the beach and the sun and she 
and Penny spent many happy weekends in Provincetown, 
MA. Alicia loved sharing her native Canada with her fam-
ily and trips included Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island 
and Vancouver. Alicia enjoyed travel and she and Penny 
visited New England, the American Southwest, California, 
England and Italy. Alicia loved music, especially classical 
music and opera and on occasion, she and Penny attend-
ed the Met, Broadway, Tanglewood and several Melissa 
Etheridge concerts. Alicia loved the family’s Arabian hors-
es and attended many horse shows with her daughter, Sar-
ah, and her partner, Penny where she coached, encouraged 
and cheered, often loudly, from the sidelines. 

Alicia was predeceased in life by her father Carl Scott, 
her brother Pat Scott of Nova Scotia, Canada and her chil-
dren’s co- parent, Judy Tasker of East Longmeadow.

Alicia is survived by her wife, Penny Peck, DVM of 
East Longmeadow; her daughter, Sarah Warriner and her 
husband Ryan and their children Brayden and Nicholas 
of Andover, CT; her son Dylan Scott and his wife Juliette 
Jones of Catskill, NY and her children’s co-parent Karen 
Jackson and Karen’s wife Amy Harper of Holyoke, MA.

Also bereaved are Alicia’s mother, Shirley Stephens 
and her husband Larry, Alicia’s sister Shirleen Atkinson 
and her husband Kirk, her brother Dave Scott all of Nova 
Scotia, Canada, and Alicia’s brother Carl and his wife, 
Melody who reside in Mexico. Alicia leaves behind two 
sisters-in-law, Tammy Scott-Gaston and Sherry Nicker-
son-Scott, and many beloved nieces, nephews and other 
relatives, all in Canada. She will be very missed by the 
siblings and cousins of her partner, Penny, who embraced 
her as one of their own and loved her very much. 

In addition, Alicia touched many lives with her warmth 
and kindness, and many will miss her, including the entire 
staff of the Hampden Veterinary Clinic, her many friends 
from Double A / Deadder Arabians of Somers, CT and 
the Arabian horse community, and her best friends Lynn 
Mixner and Penny Ackley of Taunton, MA, Sue Maybe of 
Ontario, Canada, Henny Breen of Ocala, FL, Kayla Solo-
man of Northampton, MA and Addie Hume and the entire 
O’Connor family of Agawam, MA.  

Family and friends are invited to gather on Wednesday, 
Sept. 13, 2023, from 4 – 7 p.m. at Forastiere Smith Funer-
al & Cremation, 220 North Main St., East Longmeadow, 
MA. A service will be held on Thursday, Sept. 14, 2023, 
at 12 Noon at the First Congregational Church, 7 Somers 
Road, East Longmeadow, MA. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the finan-
cial aid fund at St. Anne Hospital Foundation, 16259 Syl-
vester Rd. SW Suite 101 Burien, WA 98166 or make an 
online donation at www.supportstanne.org and follow the 
donate now button. Be sure to note that it is in memory of 
Alicia. For more information or to leave an online condo-
lence, please visit www.forastiere.com.

Death 
Notices

Gordon, Patricia Lee
Born Oct. 9, 1948
Died Sept. 2, 2023

Scott, Alicia 
Died Aug. 29, 2023

The Wilbraham Friends of the Library
Annual Art Exhibit Call to Artists 

WILBRAHAM -- The Wilbraham Friends of the Li-
brary will present  their Annual Art Exhibit, taking 
place at the Brooks Room of the Wilbraham Public Li-
brary from Oct. 2 to Oct. 29 with a reception for artists, 
Friends and the public, Saturday, Oct. 14 from 11 a.m. to  
1 p.m. Artists will be able to sell additional unframed pieces 
at the reception. The library is located at 25 Crane Park Drive, 
Wilbraham.

The show is open for various art media, and Chairman 
Mary Bandouveres is now welcoming artist’s applications. 
Respond early at wplartshow@gmail.com to insure your spot. 
Entry deadline is September 22.

The event is free and open to the public. This show is al-
ways popular and many of the artists will have pieces for sale. 
The show is sponsored by the Wilbraham Friends of the Li-
brary which was established in 1973. The Friends of the Li-
brary fund programs for children, teens, and adults, as well as 
the library’s popular Museum Pass program, furnishings, and 
other library equipment.

For more information, contact the Friends at  friends@wil-
brahamlibrary.org.

    
Hartsprings Bin to be located at senior 
center through the fall

HAMPDEN – As a reminder, the Hartsprings Bin will be 
located at The Hampden Senior Center through the Summer 
and Fall. This bin is a fundraiser sponsored by The Friends Of 
the Hampden Seniors, and items such as clothing, shoes, pock-
etbooks, books, towels, sheets and bedspreads or comforters 
and any small kitchen item can be accepted. However, No 
BED PILLOWS or FLOOR RUGS can be placed in this bin. If 
you have any item that is in a box or large bag and does not fit 
in the bin ‘s door, please contact Joan Shea at (413) 566-8224 
and arrangements will be made to help you. 

Any additional questions in regards to an item you have, 
please feel free to contact Joan. 

Events&announcements scheduleannouncements schedule

Wilbraham Junior 
Women’s Club to host 
Designer Bag Bingo

WILBRAHAM -- The Wilbraham Junior Women’s Club 
is hosting a Designer Bag Bingo! This fabulous event will be 
held on Thursday, Oct. 5, at the Gremio Lusitano Club, 385 
Windsor St., Ludlow, MA. 

It’s an evening of fun Bingo and a chance to win all the 
designer bags you want in your closet! Doors open at 6 p.m., 
and games start at 7 p.m. 

Admission tickets are $35 in advance and $40 at the door. 
Purchase a table of 10 for $300, a discounted rate of $30 per 
ticket when purchased in advance! Tickets include 10 bingo 
games, a dauber and a special lucky charm! 

A cash bar will be available, and attendees can bring their 
own snacks or order off of the club’s menu. Extra bingo cards 
will be available for purchase as well as raffle tickets for our 
spectacular bag-themed raffle! All proceeds benefit charitable 
projects in the community! 

Grab your friends and get your tickets at WilbrahamJunior-
Womens.org.

Pink Scarves for Rays of Hope 
at the Wilbraham Library

WILBRAHAM — Knitters and crocheters, get out your 
needles and patterns and make pink scarves for Rays of Hope!

“Rays of Hope is an annual walk in October for breast can-
cer survivors and their families, headed by Baystate Hospital. 
The pink scarf project provides scarves for the breast cancer 
survivors who are walking,” said Assistant Director Mary Bell. 
“We had over 85 scarves donated last year, and we’d love to 
have even more this year.”

Any pattern can be used, but the scarves must be primarily 
pink. A box will be in the library to accept donations through 
Oct. 14. 

The 2023 Rays of Hope walk will be Sunday, Oct. 22. More 
information can be found at baystatehealth.org/raysofhope.

For more information on donating scarves, please call the 
Wilbraham Public Library at 413-596-6141.
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18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches
Pine • Spruce • Hemlock • Cedar • Red, Black & Brown

Playground • Forest Blend • Topsoil • Seasoned Firewood

Evening & Weekend
Appointments Available!

Pumping • Installation • Title 5 Inspections • Perc Tests
SEWER PUMP REPAIRS • FULLY INSURED • FAMILY OWNED

Evening & Weekend Appointments Available!

                                   566-2916

HAMPDEN SEPTIC
Time To Get 
Your Septic 
Pumped, 
Call To 

Book Now!
WE ARE A LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS

WE’RE STILL TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS!

10th Annual 2023 Golf Tournament
Monday, October 16th - Ludlow Country Club

1 Tony Lema Drive, Ludlow, MA

Be a player ~ Be a sponsor
11:00 am shotgun start - includes lunch & dinner

$150/each - $600/team
imartins@mdiasfoundation.org

https://bit.iy/MJDGOLF23
Deadline: 9/30/23

Michael J. Dias
Foundation

Event Sponsor

Media Sponsor

ness explained Teen Services/Young 
Adult Librarian Rachel Hapgood saw a 
post online of her organization holding a 
class, reaching out to her from there on 
their tie-dye and terrarium workshops. 

Mowers was ecstatic about the turnout 
and the opportunity to branch out as the 
organization is in Worcester. 

“There’s a lot of places like this that 
really need creative options for the kids, 
and we don’t mind bringing it on the 
road,” Mowers said. 

Mowers said the organization opened 
two months before the pandemic and 
went through many pivots, becoming a 
retail store selling handmade items, offer-
ing classes and workshops and including 
a refillery. 

She loves holding events like this to 
promote creativity and wellness. 

“It’s just really fun seeing everyone 
enjoying what they’re doing and knowing 
that the kids have something to do after 
school or in their free time that’s creative 
and enriching and really good for them to 
do,” Mowers said. “It’s also really relax-
ing, so like a stress reliever, which is what 
we’re all about. We’re about combining 
wellness, mental wellness, health well-
ness, food wellness with art, and they go 
hand in hand.” 

Ashley Griguoli was excited to attend 
with her friends, explaining her mom 
heard about it online and encouraged her 
to check it out. 

“We’re having so much fun. I think 
this is a great thing to do,” Griguoli said. 

Griguoli said the event was also a 
learning experience, as she never painted 
with watercolors before.

“I feel like it was a great introduction 
since watercolor is really hard at first, I 
think, because everyone can draw with 
crayons, and you just water over it and it’s 
all set,” Griguoli said. 

She also appreciates the library’s teen 

programs and teen center. 
“The teen section is amazing. It’s like 

a whole entire second floor, so it’s just in-
credible and it’s a spot where a lot of teens 
hang out,” Griguoli said. “They have a 
great selection of books; they’re always 
updating their collection, and it’s just a 
great place in general.”

Griguoli said creativity is important, 
especially for young people. 

“Creativity is just important in life,” 
Griguoli said. “You always have to be cre-
ative even when you don’t know you’re 
being creative, you’re just doing it auto-
matically. It’s just human to be creative.” 

Hapgood expressed her appreciation 
to the Friends for all the programs the li-
brary can offer the teens. 

“It makes me happy that we can offer 
programs that the teens are interested in, 
and they’ll take the time to come to the 
library,” Hapgood said. “These programs 
are all funded by the Wilbraham Friends 
of the Library, so it means a lot that we 
have that funding to be able to offer re-
ally great programs that the teens always 
want.” 

Hapgood wants the community to 
know the library has many different pro-
grams for all ages and are free to attend. 

“Come check it out or stay in tune 
with our website because you’ll see as 
we’re planning programs that’s where it’s 
going to be first,” Hapgood said. 

To learn more about The Burncoat 
Center for Arts and Wellness, visit bcaw-
worcester.com. 

WATERCOLOR from page 1

A watercolor crayon painting of a 
colorful snail made by Nicole was one of 
many creations participants made during 
the Teen Watercolor Crayons Painting 
Workshop event at Wilbraham Public 
Library.

Alexander and Tyler take a brief break 
from their watercolor crayon painting 
to smile for the camera during the Teen 
Watercolor Crayons Painting Workshop 
event at Wilbraham Public Library.

 Kim Mowers of The Burncoat Center for Arts and Wellness shows participants how 
to add salt to their watercolor crayon painting creations during the Teen Watercolor 
Crayons Painting Workshop event at Wilbraham Public Library. 

Teens create their own or color in and paint pictures during the Teen Watercolor 
Crayon Painting Workshop event at Wilbraham Public Library.
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Hours: Monday-Thursday 8am-5pm

85 Post Office Park
Suite 8503

Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-3881

www.wilbrahamfamilydentistry.com

After being closed for more than 4 months, we are 
pleased to announce that we have reopened!

Stop by to see our new, totally renovated office!

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

Wilbraham resident Paul Labbe was the big winner in the Bushels of Fun $500 Mass Lotto Raffle, sponsored 
by Friends of Wilbraham Seniors. Paul purchased the winning ticket at the Fern Valley gala event and won 
$320. Not a bad return for purchasing $50 in tickets. The BFF was a huge success that generated $20,000 
in proceeds to benefit the Friends of Wilbraham Seniors whose mission is to support Wilbraham Seniors. 
Pictured, Labbe and his wife Wendy hold a festive basket of goodies and scratch tickets. Enjoying the 
moment (L to R) BFF volunteer Dee Mitchell, co-chair Maria Cacela, Wendy and Paul Labbe, and co-chair 
Chuck Pelouze. Photo and caption submitted by Matt Villamaino

Remembering Rick 
Rick’s Place is named after Rick Thorpe—beloved husband, 
father, brother and son who lost his life in the World Trade Center 
on Sept. 11, 2001. Rick was a vibrant community supporter who 
devoted many of his best talents to giving to others in need. In his 
honor, the Rick Thorpe Memorial Fund was established in 2001 
and Rick’s Place was launched in 2007.
Because of Rick, children in Western Massachusetts and Northern 
Connecticut are getting the opportunity to grieve in a supportive 
and nurturing place specially designed to help restore balance 
and life purpose. Photos and caption courtesy of Rick’s Place
 

On Sept. 10, the Hampden Fire Department, Wilbraham Fire Department, Hampden Police Department and the Wilbraham Police Department held their 
second annual softball tournament. The game was called early due to the inclement weather, however, Fire pulled off the win for the second year in 
a row 10-8. Thank you to all members who played and volunteers that donated their time to make the event possible! Photo and caption courtesy of 
Hampden Police Department. 

Readers are encouraged to send 
in medium to high resolution 

photos for this page by e-mail to 
dzbierski@turley.com or mail to 

TIMES, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Please note that if you send 
us a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 

background. Examples:
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain.

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESSeptember 14, 2023 Page 11

Hours: Monday-Thursday 8am-5pm

85 Post Office Park
Suite 8503

Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-3881
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On Sept. 10, the Hampden Fire Department, Wilbraham Fire Department, Hampden Police Department and the Wilbraham Police Department held their 
second annual softball tournament. The game was called early due to the inclement weather, however, Fire pulled off the win for the second year in 
a row 10-8. Thank you to all members who played and volunteers that donated their time to make the event possible! Photo and caption courtesy of 
Hampden Police Department. 

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

Community Bulletin Board

Send us in
your announcements!

Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, 
please keep it to less than 50 words.
Please send to dzbierski@turley.com

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Patrick Bagge finished the Hampden library’s 1000 
Books Before Kindergarten program. Congrats! 
Photo submitted by Youth Services Librarian Kate Rumplik

Following in his sister’s footsteps, Sebastian Riberdy 
read 1,000 books before Kindergarten. His family came 
to the Wilbraham Public Library, where Sebastian 
received a free book and certificate. Congrats! Photo 
submitted by Children’s Librarian Heidi Kane. 



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESPage 12 September 14, 2023

Get excited!
It’s ‘gonna be GREAT

More photos of the ongoing project are and will be 
available on the Town Website and the present Senior 
Center Facebook page.  We ask that you enjoy the con-
struction of our new Senior Center from a safe distance. 
Please do not enter the construction site during or after 
work hours and be respectful of the workers, as we are 
asking that they be respectful as guests of our commu-
nity.

If you have questions or comments about the new 
Senior Center, please call the Senior Center information 
line at: 596-2800 extension 315 and leave a message, 
or emailSeniorInfo2021@gmail.com. Someone will get 
back to you.

Linda Cooper 
Wilbraham Senior Center Building Committee

The old adage “a picture is worth a thousand words” 
is at play here. Words cannot adequately describe the 
tremendous progress that has been taking place on the 
new Wilbraham Senior Center behind our  Wilbraham 
Town Hall.  With the present pace of construction and 
the weather cooperating, we are on schedule to open in 
Spring of 2024!!

And here is ground level, showing the progress being 
made in preparing the driveway for paving.

As you walk in the front door, this impressive stairwell 
will greet you, as well as the staff in the nearby 
reception area.

From the outside, note the energy efficient windows. The 
siding will soon appear.

And the view from the rear.  This will become the patio 
complete with outdoor furniture, umbrellas and paved 
with Memorial bricks honoring our generous donors!

SENIORS

Rep. Puppolo presents 
citation to Knolly Demills

WILBRAHAM -- State Rep., Angelo J. Puppo-
lo, Jr., (D- Springfield) presented a special citation 
from the Massachusetts House of Representation to 
Knolly Demills, an associate at Life Care Center of 
Wilbraham, on Tuesday, Sept. 5, 2023. The citation 
recognized Demills, who recently received Life Care 
Centers of America’s Northeast Division Whatever It 
Takes Champions Award given annually to associates 
who go above and beyond in their interactions with 
residents.

“Professionals like Knolly are critical to ensuring 
that our seniors are well cared for and enjoy an out-
standing quality of life,” Puppolo said. “Knolly has 
shown that he more that fulfills that promise in his 
kindness, compassion and care for Life Care residents 
and staff.”

Nominations are submitted by residents and their 
families, fellow associates and guests, those that De-
mills and other Life Care staff serve with kindness and 
compassion. 

Submitted photos
State Rep., Angelo J. Puppolo, Jr., (D- Springfield) 
presented a special citation from the Massachusetts 
House of Representation to Knolly Demills, an 
associate at Life Care Center of Wilbraham, on 
Tuesday, Sept. 5, 2023.

The citation recognized Knolly Demills, who recently 
received Life Care Centers of America’s Northeast 
Division Whatever It Takes Champions Award given 
annually to associates who go above and beyond 
in their interactions with residents. Pictured, left to 
right: Dennis Lopata, Senior Executive Director, Knolly 
Demills, Certified Nursing Assistant (CAN) and State 
Representative Angelo J. Puppolo, Jr.

Joining the presentation, pictured, left to right, 
are Dennis Lopata, Senior Executive Director; Jen 
Abramowicz, Staffing Coordinator; Joe Sparks, 
Director of Nursing; Knolly Demills, CNA; State 
Representative Angelo J. Puppolo, Jr., Jacquiline 
Jumba, Assistant Director of Nursing; Dunia Soufan, 
Recruiter; and Opal Jackson, Housekeeper. Kneeling 
in front is Winsome Roberts, CNA.

Hampden Senior Trips 
HAMPDEN – The following Hampden Senior Trips 

will occur in the coming weeks and months. 

Newport Playhouse Thurs, Sept. 28: All-You-Can-
Eat Buffet, Hilarious Show ”Ghost of a Chance”, & 
Cabaret; NEW LOWER PRICE  $132/pp. Full Payment 
Deadline Sept. 14.

Atlantic City Tues – Thurs, Oct. 10 – 12: Caesars 
Resort Hotel, two shows, $50 food & slot bonuses; $295/
pp double, $285/pp triple, $395/pp single; $50 deposit 
due at sign-up. Full Payment Deadline Oct. 1. Cancella-
tion Insurance Available.

 
The Aqua Turf Club – ELVIS IS IN THE BUILD-

ING ! on Wed, Nov 8.; coffee/donuts, free drink, fami-
ly-style lunch, great show and door prizes, $119/pp. Full 
Payment Deadline Oct. 20.

 
All Prices incl Driver’s Tip. Call Bobbi @ 413-566-

8271 or email bobbijg2@charter.net

Saint Cecilia Knights of 
Columbus to hold Italian 
Night Dinner Oct. 14

WILBRAHAM -- The Knights of Columbus of 
the Saint Cecilia Council will be holding an Italian 
Night Dinner as a fundraiser for the Community Sur-
vival Center on Oct. 14 at 5 p.m. at Saint Cecilia 
Parish Center, 42 Main St., Wilbraham, MA. 

The dinner will include a traditional Italian meal 
with musical entertainment and raffle prizes. 

Tickets are $20 and are available before and after 
masses Sept. 23 through Oct. 8. 

For more information, or to get tickets, 
email TicketsKoC10195@gmail.com.
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vtgunbroker.com

GUNS
WANTED

802-558-9363

GUNS
WANTED

“I come to you” & “buy your guns” right on the spot
I buy all types of firearms and firearm related items

• Pistols • Rifles • Shotguns • Revolvers •
Any age or condition

Fully Licensed to engage in the gun trade

VERMONT GUNBROKER
Licensed Gun Dealer in All New England States

802-558-9363

College students must spend money 
on tuition payments and school supplies 
to prepare for the new year. However, 
scammers are taking this opportunity to 
try to steal some of that money through 
various schemes and scams. 

One tactic used to get student's per-
sonal information is a phishing email that 
claims to be from the school's "Financial 
Department." Messages via text or email 
may appear, instructing the student to 
click on a link provided in the email and 
log in with a student username and pass-
word. Don't do it; doing so could give the 
username, password, or other personal 
information to scammers while possibly 
downloading malware onto the device.

Whether you are starting school away 
from home or have young students who 
may be vulnerable to such scams, BBB 
recommends watching out for these fi-
nancial scams before heading into the 
new semester. 

• Fake credit cards - Offers to apply 
for the first credit card are tempting to 
many students. Not only could this cre-
ate credit problems down the road due 
to unchecked spending, but some deals 
could be phony offers designed to access 
personal information. Research the offers 
from the credit card flyers and the bank-
ing institutions before applying. Review 
the BBB tip on credit card scams. 

• Too good to be true apart-
ments - It's hard not to jump on a conve-
nient apartment so close to campus, espe-
cially if it advertises affordable rent. It's 
tempting to hand over credit card infor-
mation online to lock in a great spot, but 
it's always worth seeing the apartment in 
person before a money transfer. This also 
applies to Craigslist and social media ads 
appearing to be from other students look-

ing for roommates. Read more about rent-
al scams.

• ID theft  -   It's a good idea to start 
practicing healthy money habits, and one 
such habit is regularly checking your 
credit report for unusual activity and pos-
sible ID fraud. The official government 
website to do this for free is annualcredit-
report.com. Read BBB's article on How to 
know if someone stole your identity.

• Scholarship and grant scams - Be 
wary of phone calls from companies guar-
anteeing they can help reduce loan pay-
ments or offer a hefty grant. Searching 
the company's name online could bring up 
scam alerts or negative reviews from other 
consumers. Read reviews and complaints 
about the company at BBB.org and con-
tact the school's financial aid office for 
advice and help regarding financing your 
education.  Scholarship scams can af-
fect college students even after gradua-
tion; read our tips on scholarship scams. 

• Online shopping scams  -  Online 
purchase scams can be especially effective 
when set up through social media plat-
forms and apps. BBB has tips for  smart 
shopping online  and a page dedicated 
to online shopping tips and scam alerts. 

• Awareness of current scams  -  As 
tech-savvy as current college students 
can be, a surprising number of scams re-
ported to  BBB's ScamTracker  are from 
students who learned their lesson too late. 
Use BBB's Scam Tips  to learn the latest 
scam trends and read local reports of spe-
cific incidents. 

Read 9 ways for students to avoid ID 
theft on campus.

Contact your local BBB if you are un-
sure of something that could possibly be 
a scam, and report scams to BBB Scam 
Tracker.

BBB Scam Alert: Six scams 
for college students to avoid

WILBRAHAM — Let’s dance to 
the 50’s!  The Friends of Wilbraham 
Seniors are excited to be bringing their 
“Fabulous 50’s Dance” to the surround-
ing communities on Saturday, Oct. 14 
at the Ludlow Polish American Citizens 
Club on 355 East Street from 7-11 p.m.

This evening dance party will feature 
music from the 50’s with RADBU DJ 
Productions, who will have you singing 
along and rockin’ the night away! In 
case you need to limber up and practice 
your moves, there will be dance lessons 
starting at 7:30.  

A photo op area will be set up to 
capture your “cool” look! Prizes will be 
awarded for the best outfits and dance 
moves. 50’s attire is not required & if 

dancing is not your thing, just visiting 
with friends and singing along to the 
oldies is fun enough! Snacks and a cash 
bar will be available, and the night will 
end with a fabulous raffle.

This event is sponsored by Vantage 
Care of Wilbraham and proceeds will 
benefit the Friends of Wilbraham Se-
niors. Wonderful raffle prizes are sure to 
please everyone including a swag bas-
ket from The Springfield Thunderbirds! 
The price is $15 per person to attend.  
All attendees must be 18 years or old-
er. Tickets may be purchased by calling 
Ann Marie Gaudette at 413-599-4803 
or by stopping by the Wilbraham Senior 
Center at 45B Post Office Park, off Bos-
ton Rd, in Wilbraham.          

Get ready to shake, rattle & roll!

WILBRAHAM — The Scantic Riv-
er Artisans will present the “Fall into 
Art” Art Show on Sept. 23 and 24. 

Featured at the art show will be 
“THE NEW ENGLAND MOSAIC”, a 
24-foot wall of art. The New England 
Mosaic is a 24-foot fine art wall made 
up of 264 individual 6”x 6” canvas 
“tiles painted by over 200 area artists. 
The wall captures the beauty and di-
versity of New England life. The tiles 
will be for sale and the proceeds will 

fund scholarships for area art students. 
Saturday, Sept. 23 (3-8 p.m.) - Re-
ception with wine, cheese and music 
Sunday, Sept. 24 (11 a.m. to 3 
p.m.) - (peer awards at 2 p.m.) 
Community Room at the Hampden Sr. 
Center/104 Allen St., Hampden, MA 
Visit: www.scanticriverartisans.com to 
fill out a “Call for Artists” form if you 
wish to participate in the art show. Or 
pick up forms at the Hampden Sr. Cen-
ter.

‘Fall into Art’ Art Show to be presented 
by the Scantic River Artisans

Cub Scouts Pack 
177 meets
Wednesdays 

WILBRAHAM — For children 
in grades K-5, Cub Scouts Pack 177 
meets Wednesdays at the Wilbraham 
United Church. There will be a fun 
recruitment drive with activities on 
Wednesday, Sept. 13 at 6 p.m. at the 
Wilbraham United Church. No need 
to sign up - just stop by and check it 
out! For kids in Middle School and 
High School, Boy Scouts Troop 359 
meets Thursdays at 7 p.m. at St. Ce-
celia’s Parish. For more information, 
visit www.wmascouting.org or www.
BeaScout.org.

Harvest Fundraiser 
Dinner on Oct. 7

WILBRAHAM — Join the Wil-
braham Welcome Project for a night of 
dinner and dancing at the Wilbraham 
Country Club on Saturday, Oct. 7 from 
6-10 p.m. 

Tickets are $50 per person and 
available online at www.thewilbraham-
welcomeproject.com.

Includes appetizers and dinner by 3 
Guys at the Grille, desserts from Pan’e 
Dolcetti and live music provided by 
Project 267. The Wilbraham Welcome 
Project is a registered 501(c)3 dedicat-
ed to celebrating our town, cultivating 
community and championing local 
business. 

As temperatures rise, so should the 
care of your yard’s lawn and landscape. 
However, it’s important to ensure your 
yard is healthy before a heat wave hits.

“The healthier your grass, trees, and 
shrubs, the more resistant it will be to 
summer’s extreme temperatures. Lawns, 
in particular, that have healthy grass 
leaves and deeper roots are able to store 
more moisture,” says Kris Kiser, Presi-
dent & CEO of the TurfMutt Foundation, 
which encourages people to care for and 
use their outdoor spaces. 

Here are a few recommendations on 
protecting your yard during a heat wave 
from The TurfMutt Foundation.

•       Put the right plant in the right 
place.  Always select appropriate plants 
and grass for your climate zone. This 
ensures the space is not only attractive, 
but also will be more likely to thrive in 
your microclimate, be easier to maintain, 
and will support pollinators and wildlife. 
Consider water, sunlight or shade require-
ments for your yard. 

•    Water at the right times. The best 
time to water the lawn and 
plants is in the early morn-
ing or late evening when its 
cooler.

•       Don’t over water. 
It’s okay to make your 
grass work hard for its wa-
ter. With little water, grass 
will send its roots deeper, 
seeking water. The grass 
then does a better job of 
sequestering carbon and re-
leasing oxygen.

Also, most turfgrasses-and there are 
hundreds of species-will go brown during 
summer months where water is more 
scarce. It will “green up” again when con-
ditions change.

•        Know what type of soil you 
have. The frequency and amount of wa-
ter you apply to lawns and gardens vary 
based on its soil, clay type, organic mat-
ter and the type of plants and grass. Some 
soil holds water better than others; water 
molecules cling to fine particles of clay 
soil than to the coarser particles of a san-
dy soil.

•       Cut grass long.  When mowing, 
don’t cut more than one-third of the grass 
height. By keeping it longer, turfgrass can 
develop stronger roots and a greater toler-
ance to heat and drought stress.  

•    Keep foot traffic minimal. For al-
ready stressed grass, foot traffic can cause 
damage. Keep people off the lawn while 
the heat persists. 

For more information visit www.turf-
mutt.com.

Taking care of your
yard during a heat wave

wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Type of crayon
7. Fashion accessory
10. Most cerebral
12. Incline from 

vertical
13. Dependent on
14. Broken in
15. Strongly desires
16. Mounted soldier
17. Ad __: when 

necessary
18. Cattle
19. Ottoman military 

commanders
21. __ student, 

learns healing
22. Composed in 

poetic meter
27. Promotional 

material
28. Where people 

live
33. Sodium
34. Embarrassing

36. Medical man
37. Mother of 

Hermes
38. One who saves 

the day
39. Tooth caregiver
40. Not clothed
41. Slope covered 

with loose stones
44. Used to cook
45. Praises 

enthusiastically
48. Rooney is a 

famous one
49. Beekeeper
50. Pigpen
51. Potato chip 

brand

CLUES DOWN
1. Living quarters
2. Horizontal 

passage
3. Attacks
4. Vietnamese 

offensive
5. Midway between 

east and 
southeast

6. Confined (abbr.)
7. Book of Esther 

antagonist
8. Port in Yemen
9. CNN’s founder
10. Type of bulb
11. Prepare
12. Promoted
14. Dinner jackets
17. Partner to 

cheese
18. Nebraska city
20. Human gene
23. Pays no 

attention to
24. Lowland South 

American plain
25. Blood group
26. Mauna __, 

Hawaiian 
volcano

29. Atomic #37
30. Unit of 

electrical 
resistance

31. Jeweled 
crowns

32. Nastiest
35. Traditional cars 

need it
36. Bowler hat
38. Robust
40. Not straight
41. Stony waste 

matter
42. Have an 

interest in
43. Jacob __, 

journalist
44. Maintains 

possession of
45. Swiss river
46. Average cost of 

market goods
47. Spanish soldier: 

El __

HCC announces Dean’s List for 
summer 2023

HOLYOKE - Each semester Holyoke Com-
munity College recognizes superior scholarship 
through the Dean’s List. A student is placed on the 
Dean’s List if their G.P.A. is 3.2 or higher.

Kathryn Chevalier, of Wilbraham, made the 
Dean’s List this summer. 

Marina Long named to Simmons 
University Dean’s List

BOSTON —  Marina Long, of Wilbra-
ham, was named to the 2023 spring semester 
dean’s list at Simmons University in Boston. 
To qualify for dean’s list status, undergraduate stu-
dents must obtain a grade point average of 3.5 or 
higher, based on 12 or more credit hours of work 
in classes using the letter grade system.

Hunter Hembdt named to SNHU 
Dean’s List

MANCHESTER, NH — Hunter Hembdt, 
of Hampden, has been named to  Southern New 
Hampshire University’s Summer 2023 Dean’s 
List. The summer terms run from May to August.

Full-time undergraduate students who have 
earned a minimum grade-point average of 3.500 
to 3.699 for the reporting term are named to the 
Dean’s List. Full-time status is achieved by earn-
ing 12 credits over each 16-week term or paired 
8-week terms grouped in fall, winter/spring, and 
summer.

Dariana Aponte-Edwards named 
to SNHU President’s List

MANCHESTER, NH -- Dariana Aponte-Ed-
wards, of Wilbraham, has been named to Southern 
New Hampshire University’s Summer 2023 Pres-
ident’s List. The summer terms run from May to 
August.

Full-time undergraduate students who have 
earned a minimum grade-point average of 3.700 
and above for the reporting term are named to 
the President’s List. Full-time status is achieved 
by earning 12 credits over each 16-week term 
or paired 8-week terms grouped in fall, winter/
spring, and summer.

Campus 
N o t e s

State Police Academy’s 88th Recruit 
Training Troop graduates

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

SPRINGFIELD – Earlier this month, the State Po-
lice Academy graduated its 88th Recruit Training Troop, 
which featured 165 men and women from cities and 
towns across the commonwealth.

The State Police Pipes & Drums Band ushered dig-
nitaries into the Mass Mutual Center on Aug. 3, where 
Sgt. Mike Goonan, Director of Training at the State Po-
lice Academy acted as master of ceremonies. 

The 88th RTT began training at the State Police 
Academy in New Braintree earlier this year, passing 
through an intensive 16-hour day program, five days 
a week. 

Following a moment of silence for police and mili-
tary personnel who have given their lives defending the 
nation and a prayer by State Police Chaplain Rev. Dr. 
Johnny Wilson, the 88th RTT demonstrated Troop drill 
under the command of Senior Drill Instructor Trooper 
Alicia Amaral. 

“Since 1921, your uniformed State Troopers have 
been subject to demands of strict discipline that only 
paramilitary training can provide,” Goonan said. 
“Troop drill helps develop the core qualities of pride, 
professionalism, respect, attention to detail and esprit 
de corps. Troop drill inspires the common spirit neces-
sary to become a Massachusetts State Trooper.” 

Captain Jon Provost, Commandant of the State Po-
lice Academy, thanked all for attending the ceremony 
in Springfield, which he described as a “resilient city 
of firsts.”

“Today, they add another first to that list, as they for 
the first time, host the Massachusetts State Police in 
our graduation ceremony,” Provost said. “Our friends 
in Springfield selflessly rolled out the red carpet in sup-
port of our 88th Recruit Training Troop and your Mas-
sachusetts State Police.”

Provost said the 88th RTT is full of strong men and 
women who, “selflessly and humbly persevered to 
reach this proud moment.”

He addressed the family and friends of the Recruits 
in the audience, thanking them for their sacrifices as 
their loved ones dedicated themselves to the training 
program.

“At orientation, a true lifetime ago, we promised 
you we’d eventually give them back,” he said. “Today, 
we make good on that promise.”

Provost spoke about the training the Recruits re-
ceived since they started at the State Police Academy 
on Feb. 27 in a class that started with 249 eager mem-
bers. The only “easy day” at the State Police Academy, 
he said, was a day that had already gone by. 

He addressed the Recruits, “88th RTT, together we 
embarked on an incredibly challenging and humbling 
journey. Together, we have persevered. It has been one 
of the great honors of my career to share in this accom-
plishment with all of you. We are the 88th RTT.”

Provost welcomed the new Troopers to the State 
Police family, saying it opened up a “world of opportu-
nity” to do justice, to show kindness, to walk humbly, 
to selflessly serve their communities and to persevere. 

“Persevere 88th…be safe, and congratulations,” Pro-
vost said.  

The newly graduated Troopers received a shield-
shaped badge, which was pinned on their uniforms. 

“It represents allegiance to justice, service, sacri-
fice, and an honor to all those who wear it,” Goonan 
said. The badge is considered the most recognizable 
symbol of policing around the world, he said.

“The badge is not a gift; it’s not awarded lightly…it 
must be earned,” he said, which the 88th RTT has done. 

Following the pinning, the 88th RTT received its fi-
nal inspection by Governor Maura Healey before being 
officially sworn in. Healey administrated the Oath of 
Office to the 88th RTT, having them swear allegiance to 
the commonwealth and its constitution. 

“It is an honor and a privilege to be with you here 
today, for what is a most joyful and meaningful occa-
sion,” she said. This was Healey’s first graduation cer-

emony in her role as Gov-
ernor. 

“Public safety remains 
the most important func-
tion of government,” she 
said. “We can’t do any-
thing without a safe and 
secure commonwealth.” 

Public safety takes in-
vestment and collabora-
tion, she said, as well as 
community engagement, 
focus, commitment and 
dedication at “every lev-
el.”

“Ultimately, it rests on 
the ability, the character, 
the courage and the pro-
fessionalism of our law 
enforcement officers…the 
men and women on the 
front lines. In other words, 
it depends on all of you,” 
Healey said. “Your train-
ing…has prepared you so 
well.”

State Rep. Carlos Gon-
zalez (D-Springfield), 
Chair of the Committee of 
Public Safety and Home-
land Security, addressed 
the new Troopers.

“You have chosen a 
noble path, to serve the 
residents of Massachu-
setts,” he said. “Policing is 
a profession that demands 
courage, compassion, and 
unwavering dedication.” 

Gonzalez urged Troop-
ers to remember the im-
portance of community.

“Policing is not mere-
ly a job; it is a calling to 
serve and protect the peo-
ple who rely on you for 
safety and security,” he 
said. 

State Police Super-
intendent Col. John E. 
Mawn Jr. said this was an 
important day for the de-
partment. 

“We welcome to our ranks, and to our mission, a 
large group of highly skilled, deeply motivated and ex-
pertly trained new members. I stand here today…and 
look out over the future of the Massachusetts State Po-
lice,” Mawn said.

Mawn said it took many to make this day possible, 
including State Police Academy staff, drill staff, ci-
vilian work force, legislators and many more. He also 
thanked former Governor Charlie Baker, who attended 
the graduation ceremony.

“You are among the best trained recruit classes in 
the nation,” Mawn said. “Congratulations 88th Recruit 
Training Troop; you earned it.”

“Earned” Mawn said, is an important distinction the 
Troopers should remember. 

“Your achievement was not given to you; you had 
to earn it…you’ll have to continue to earn your way 
forward,” he said. 

Several members of the 88th RTT, hail from commu-
nities covered by Turley Publications’ newspapers, in-
cluding Charles P. Oberg of Barre, Jonah C. Vaclavicek 
of Granby, Stephen M. Houle of Ware, Matthew R. 
Pingitore of Rutland, John M. Sarnacki of Chicop-
ee, Jacob F. Crevier of Ware, Nicholas R. Brooks of 
Oakham, Brandon M. Aviles of Rutland, Ryan E. Mon-
teiro of Wilbraham, Matthew S. Pepin of Sturbridge, 
David Soto of Holyoke and Zuzu Y. Demetrius of War-
ren.

Representing the 88th RTT was Trooper Ryan L. 
Ruef of Lee, who said it was “truly an honor” to stand 
before everyone at the graduation ceremony.

“Our once dream has now become a reality,” Ruef 
said. “On behalf of the 88th to all friends and family 
who helped us get to this point in our journeys, a thank 
you is simply not enough.”

Selfless commitment to public service
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SPORTS
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

WILBRAHAM—The pre-
vious four meetings between 
Coombs Division rivals Belcher-
town and Minnechaug ended in 
ties. 

The Lady Falcons kicked off 
the 2023 high school soccer sea-
son with an impressive 4-0 home 
shutout victory over the Lady 
Orioles, last Wednesday night. 

“We’ve tied Belchertown the 
last four times that we played 
them, so this is a very good re-
sult for us,” said longtime Min-
nechaug girls varsity soccer 
coach Nundi Goncalves. “Be-
cause of the MIAA power rat-
ings, shutouts are huge. Scoring 
three or more goals in a match is 
another important thing.”

Minnechaug finished the 
2022 regular season with a 14-
2-2 record and posted more than 
ten shutouts. 

The Lady Falcons, who are 
the defending Western Mass. 
Class A champions, lost to Silver 
Lake Regional in the Division 2 
state semifinals.

Junior goalie Makenzi Pas-
treck made a total of 12 saves 
in the season opening victory 
against the Lady Orioles.

“We do have several new de-
fenders this year,” Pastreck said. 
“They played very well in to-
night’s game.”

The Lady Falcons starting 
defensive unit is led by fresh-
man Ainsley Holden, sophomore 
Zoriah Way, junior Nora Kenne-
dy, and senior Lylah Jeannotte, 
who’s a tri-captain. Freshman 
Carson Humphries and junior 
Taylor Labadorf also saw play-
ing time in the back row.      

Having to start the regular 
season on the road against a 
quality opponent wasn’t a very 
easy task for the Lady Orioles.

“We did do some things well 
in tonight’s game, but there are 
other things that we still need to 
work on,” said Belchertown head 
coach Kyle Thibeault. “We gave 
Minnechaug some opportunities 
and they capitalized on them.” 

The Lady Orioles lost to 
South Hadley in the Western 
Mass. Class B championship 
match. They also lost to Stone-
ham in the Division 3 round of 
eight contest. 

Minnechaug sophomore Kel-
ly Cronin broke the ice in the 
season opening match but net-
ting a goal less than ten minutes 
into the opening half. 

Belchertown senior goalie 
Michaela Dubey tried to make 
the save on Cronin’s shot attempt 
from the top of the box, but the 
ball bounced over the line before 
she was able to grab it.

Senior Zoey Cardano was 

Falcons take down Orioles 
in season opener

Pair of defeats for Chaug 
to start fall

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande
The Falcons huddle between plays.

Ava Murray gets the bump to 
her left.

Anna O’Toole serves the ball for 
Minnechaug.

Sienna Dansereau bumps the 
ball over the net.

Samantha Long sets the ball up.

WILBRAHAM – Last week, 
Minnechaug girls volleyball 
suffered a pair of tough losses 
to start the regular season. Last 
Tuesday in their home opener, 
Algonquin came from Central 
Mass. and handed the Falcons a 

3-1 defeat. The Falcons traveled 
to Amherst Regional the next 
night and were defeated 3-0. The 
Falcons look for their first win 
on Sept. 15 against Longmead-
ow at 5:30 p.m.

WILBRAHAM – Last Thurs-
day afternoon, the Minnechaug 
golf team hosted Agawam and 
picked up a narrow win, by just 
six strokes 148-154. Minnechaug 
got some great performances by 
its top four, with Owen Gold-

berg and Ali Awkal both carding 
a one-over at 36. Matt Beaudin 
and John Fitzgerald had 38’s to 
round out the scoring and the 
win for the Falcons. Minnechaug 
golf is 1-1 to start the fall.

Falcons golf gets win over Brownies

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande
Ainsley Holden starts a move up the field.

Bianca Fachetti looks to shoot.



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESPage 16 September 14, 2023

credited with the assists on Cronin’s first goal of the reg-
ular season.

“I thought our forwards and midfielders worked to-
gether very well,” Goncalves said. “ We were able to cre-
ate some offense.” 

About six minutes later, the Lady Falcons took a 2-0 
lead when junior Mackenzie DaFonseca received a pass 
from Cardano before blasting a shot into the left corner 
of the net. 

The Lady Orioles also fell behind 2-0 in last year’s 
game played on Minnechaug’s turf field and they battled 
back to tie the score. There wouldn’t be any comebacks 
in the season opener. 

“We did comeback from a 2-0 deficit in last year’s 
game here,” Thibeault said. “We were hoping to do it 
again tonight, but things just didn’t go our way. All of 
our league games are going to be hard fought battles this 
year.”  

With a little more than six minutes remaining in the 
first half, Dubey suffered a left leg injury and had to be 
helped off the field.

“We’re hoping it’s not a serious injury,” Thibeault 

said. “I don’t think it’s a knee injury. We do have two 
quality goalies.”  

Dubey, who only made a couple of saves, was re-
placed in goal by junior Jillian DeBarge (3 saves). 

Prior to the start of the match, Thibeault was planning 
to change goalies at the start of the second half. 

During the 45th minute, Belchertown junior Mia Cor-
ish fired a shot on goal from the right side, which was 
saved by Pastreck.       

Cronin’s second goal, which was unassisted, gave 
the Lady Falcons a commanding 3-0 lead during the 49th 
minute. 

Minnechaug’s fourth and final goal was netted by se-
nior Kylie Ray with about twenty minutes remaining in 
regulation. It was assisted by senior Claire Poindexter. 

Mackenzie Defonseca fights to steal the ball. The Falcons celebrate after scoring their first goal of the season.

Mackenzie Pastreck 
kicks the ball away.

Coby, Tommy Baldwin 
Racing earn Granite 
crown

WINCHESTER, N.H. – Doug Coby and Tommy 
Baldwin Racing returned to NASCAR Whelen Modi-
fied Tour competition on Saturday night at Monadnock 
Speedway and they were celebrating after 150 laps in 
New Hampshire. 

Coby finished fifth in the Winchester Fair 150 in the 
Mayhew Tools 7NY, but the finish was enough for the 
team to capture the second annual Whelen Granite State 
Short Track Cup championship crown.

The Cup, which included three races at Monadnock 
Speedway, Lee USA Speedway and back at Monadnock 
on Saturday night, saw Coby grab three finishes inside 
the top-six, including a win at Monadnock in May. By 
winning the Whelen Granite State Short Track Cup, the 
team collected at least $5,000 in bonus awards.

Coby returned to action Saturday for the first time 
since Thompson Speedway in August. Team owner 
Tommy Baldwin Jr. announced a cancer diagnosis and 
the team stepped back from full-time competition and 
missed the last two races. They couldn’t pass up return-
ing to chase the Granite State Short Track Cup crown.

“Just to be here with our family and Tommy battling 
cancer, I mean, he’s a warrior,” Coby said. “He told us 
from the beginning that he was going to fight through this 
and he’s been courageous enough to share his battle and 
everything on social media, which is uncommon. To be 
here as the Whelen Granite State Short Track Cup cham-
pions, it just means a lot. We’ve got a great group of guys 
and Tommy really wanted to be here to do this. This one 
is for Tommy Baldwin.”

Railers schedule re-
leased, first game Oct. 22

WORCESTER  – The  Worcester Railers Hockey 
Club (@RailersHC), proud ECHL (@ECHL) affiliate of 
the New York Islanders  (@NYIslanders) announced to-
day the team’s 2022-23 regular season schedule.

The Railers will begin their fifth ECHL season in 
Worcester on Saturday, Oct. 22 vs. the Adirondack Thun-
der at 7:05 p.m. at the DCU Center. Worcester is slated to 
play 36 regular season home games at the DCU Center.

A printable schedule is available at www.railershc.
com.

30 of the 36 Railers home games will be played on 
the weekends with 20 of the 30 occurring either Saturday 
or Sunday. The Railers will welcome nine different oppo-
nents to the DCU Center during the seven-month regular 
season which runs Oct. 22 through April 16.

Worcester will host a season long five-game home-
stand (Dec. 9 to 18) and will embark on season long six-
game road trip (Nov. 23 to Dec. 4). Worcester’s 72-game 
regular season schedule comes to an end on April 16 with 
a 3 p.m. start vs. Adirondack in Glens Falls, NY at the 
Cool Insuring Arena.

The 2022-23 Worcester Railers HC promotional 
schedule will be released later this summer. Idaho will 
make their first trip to the DCU Center this season. Full 
breakdown of opponents this season:

Community 
Caravan postponed 
by weather

SPRINGFIELD – The Springfield Thunderbirds 
announced last Friday that the third installment of the 
T-Birds Community Caravan presented by Dunkin’ 
has been postponed due to potential inclement weath-
er this weekend. A rescheduled date will be an-
nounced in the future.

The previous two  events featured an appearance 
from Thunderbirds mascot Boomer and team staff, 
as well as a wide variety of activities and vendors, 
including a Dunkin’ Taste Truck, street hockey activ-
ities, and various food options.

Fans can reserve their seats to be part of the Thun-
derbirds’ hockey action for the 2023-24  season by 
calling (413) 739-GOAL (4625) or visiting www.
SpringfieldThunderbirds.com.

• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you saw 

their ad in the

Wilbraham-Hampden Times

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN — Teens stopped 
by the library on Sept. 9 to cre-
ate mini-canvas paintings in the 
Sheila R. Flynn Teen Center. 

During the event, participants 
used blank mini canvases and 
acrylic paint to design their art 
pieces, ranging from anime char-
acters to flowers to rainbows and 
a starry night with a moon. 

Additionally, the event cre-
ated an opportunity for teens 
to bond and socialize with one 
another after starting the new 
school year. 

Calvin Webster attended the 
event with his older brother, Eli, 
creating the Jolly Roger symbol 
from the anime “One Piece” and 
a black dot on a white canvas 
representing a polar bear caught 

in a snowstorm. 
Webster enjoyed hanging out 

with friends and getting creative, 
sharing that attending teen events 
at the library gets him off his 
phone and excited to meet others. 

“I like seeing other people, 
hanging out with other people, 
just being in the community,” 
Webster said. 

Webster shared he appreci-
ates the variety of events the li-
brary’s teen programming offers 
and how creative they are too. 

“It’s not always just one 
thing. They take inspiration from 
other places, and some are orig-
inal, and some are taken for the 
ideas,” Webster said. 

“But they’re all good,” Eli 
Webster added.

“They say where it came 
from so it gets credit,” Olivia 
Martowska said. 

Webster wants the commu-

nity to know the library’s events 
are always fun and offer a lot to 
teens. 

“It’s always fun when I go. 
Whether there are refreshments 
or none, it’s fun. That’s my mot-
to,” Webster said. 

Young Adult Librarian Max-
ine Girard created her mini can-
vas paintings using a lot of pinks, 
explaining the library first held 
this event a couple of years ago.

“It was really popular, and we 
thought it would just be fun to do 
it again,” Girard said. 

Girard said library programs 
are ramping up again for the 
teens, including the upcoming 
BookTok Teen Book Club on 
Sept. 16 at noon.

“We’re switching it up this 
year, so instead of having a spe-
cific book that everybody reads, 
participants have the ability to 
pick a book and we have a theme 

each month that they can read 
with,” Girard said. “Or if they 
have a specific book or genre that 
they really like and they want 
to stick with that, that’s totally 
fine. As long as they’re reading, 
they’re welcome to attend our 
book club and talk about what 
they’ve been reading.” 

Girard explained events like 
mini-canvas painting also help 
foster socialization for children 
and teens.

“It’s a nice community space 
that’s not school, that’s not home, 
where you can be. You talk to 
people you may not see at school 
if you’re in a different grade or 
go to a different school,” Girard 
said. “They can meet here, talk to 
each other, find similar interests 
and just be.” 

Girard also loved seeing the 
enthusiasm of the teens during 
the mini-canvas painting. 

“It’s just nice that they feel 
comfortable singing and talking 
with each other and having fun,” 
Girard said. 

Girard hopes teens know the 
Sheila R. Flynn Teen Center is 
their space and the library itself 
is “a good place to visit and not 
just a place to read.”

“This is their space for them 
to read, to do activities, to be so-
cial. There’s not a lot of spaces 
that are specifically for teens in 
the community, so this is their 
space for whatever they want it 
to be,” Girard said. 

The Webster brothers had this 
message for friends and class-
mates: stop by the library and 
check out their events. 

“Come down for some fun,” 
Eli Webster said. 

“Come down because it’s fun 
either way,” Calvin Webster add-
ed. 

Mini-canvas painting creates socialization for teens

Eli Webster shows off his mini canvas paintings of a 
television screen having no signal and a starry night 
with a moon during the Mini-Canvas Painting event at 
Hampden Free Public Library. 

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Participants enjoy creating their own mini-canvas 
painting pieces during the Mini-Canvas Painting event at 
Hampden Free Public Library. 

Young Adult Librarian Maxine Girard smiles as she 
observes participants working on their mini-canvas 
painting during the Mini-Canvas Painting event at 
Hampden Free Public Library. 

Jake Vanderleeden works on a rainbow for his mini-
canvas painting during the Mini-Canvas Painting event 
at Hampden Free Public Library. 

An anime character created by Olivia Martowska during 
the Mini-Canvas Painting event at Hampden Free Public 
Library. 

Eli Webster and Kayla Vanderleeden work on a television 
screen with no signal and flowers, respectively, during 
the Mini-Canvas Painting event at Hampden Free Public 
Library. 

Polanie Club to hold 
‘Spotlight on Beautiful 
Fashions’ fashion show 
Oct. 1

LUDLOW -- The Polanie Club will hold a 
Fashion Show “Spotlight on Beautiful Fash-
ions” to honor the memory of the late Loretta T. 
Goyette, Club President for 32 years, Fashions 
presented by Zanna of Amherst on Sunday, Oct. 
1, 2023 at Ludlow Country Club, 1 Tony Lema 
Drive, Ludlow.

Doors open at 11 a.m. followed by lunch at 
noon with Entree choices of Chicken Francaise,

Roast Pork Loin or Grilled Salmon. 
Entertainment provided by Richie Mitnick 

and Peter Annone. Reserved Seating at $48 avail-
able by sending check payable to POLANIE 
CLUB and mailing to:

Ms. Denise Meyers--14 Glen Albyn Street 
Springfield, MA, 01104 specify Meal Choice 
Information   please call: Denise-413 563-7464, 
Stacy- 413-593-1172, Dianne-413-214-3822, 
Jeanne-413-589-0366, or Sophie-413-540-9877.

Presorted first-class 
mail stamps highlight 
engineering, architecture

PORTLAND, CT -- The U.S. 
Postal Service on Aug. 24 issued 
four new Presorted First-Class Mail 
stamps featuring striking photographs 
of bridges. The structures range from 
modern to historic, pedestrian to 
car-carrying, and all are important 
landmarks in their communities.

The Bridges stamps are intended 
for business mail users and are sold 
in self-adhesive coils of 3,000 and 
10,000. Use of these stamps requires 
a special permit and a minimum quan-
tity of 500 letters. 

The stamp art features four bridg-
es completed between 1938 and 
2022: the multi-span steel through 
arch Arrigoni Bridge connecting the 
Connecticut municipalities of Mid-
dletown and Portland; the S-curved 
cable-stayed Bob Kerrey Pedestri-

an Bridge between Council Bluffs, 
IA, and Omaha, NE; the steel truss 
Skydance Bridge topped by a public 
sculpture in Oklahoma City; and the 
basket-handle twin arch Iowa-Illinois 
Memorial Bridge connecting Betten-
dorf, IA, and Moline, IL.

Bridges are among the oldest struc-
tures created by humans. In ancient 
times, simple slabs of stone spanned 
slow moving rivers. And in modern 
times, concrete and steel are used to 
cover vast distances. While the mate-
rials and designs have evolved from 

utilitarian structures 
to engineering mar-
vels, bridges remain 
integral parts of 
American life, with 
over 600,000 bridges 
in the United States. 
The construction of 
bridges is a way to 
reinvigorate commu-
nities economical-
ly as well as create 
landmarks of region-

al pride. Many modern bridges are de-
signed for use by cyclists and pedes-
trians as well as motorists, capturing 
the imagination of human possibility.

Whether simply improving transit 
or vibrantly lighting the night with 
color-changing light displays, bridg-
es remain vital connectors drawing 
together people, cities and the nation.

Ethel Kessler, an art director for 
USPS, used existing photographs to 
design these stamps.

Spectacular bridges grace stamps
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

!!!!!SEASONED!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
MG ELECTRICAL SERVICE All 
electrical work, new construction,ad-
ditions,service upgrade, emergency 
generators.

Free estimate
Insured/Licensed

Lic.# 16979-A
Call Mike (413) 896-1346

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE-
CIALIST Decks, Porches, Doors, 
Windows, Repairs, Cement repairs, 
asphalt repairs,  stone and  BBB ap-
proved Vinyl Fence Tim (413)563-2229

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References. Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY
FINE STONE MASONRY And 
all masonry repairs and restorations 
including:stonewalls, retainer walls, 
chimneys, foundations, buildings, pool 
surrounds, steps, walks, patios. All ma-
sonry is performed by master mason 
Paul Dowd, Barre, MA
Call 978-257-8237. Email paul-
dowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PAINTING & MORE

Interior painting and small exteri-
or jobs. Chores and odd jobs too! 
Professional and reliable. No job 
too small. Servicing the Wilbraham 
area. Call Tom, 339-832-5682.

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exterior 
and drywall repair. We treat your home 
like our own homes. Fully licensed 
and insured. Call WE DO today for a 
free estimate ask for Mac (413) 344-
6883

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

HORSES
LOVE HORSES? Learn to ride, 
jump, show! Well schooled horses and 
ponies. Qualified instructors. Tiny trot-
ters program. Beginners to advanced 
levels. Jumping. Dressage. Boarding, 
training. Rated horse shows. Outstand-
ing IEA team. Suffield CT (860)874-
8077

HORSE BARN HELP WANTED 
FULL OR PART TIME WEEKDAYS 
SUFFIELD CT (860)874-8077

“PART TIME TAILOR NEED-
ED FOR POLICE & MILITARY 
UNIFORMS Email solutions@
blue-tactical.com to find out more.”

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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LEGAL NOTICE
Town of Wilbraham

T h e  W i l b r a h a m 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public meeting 
on Tuesday, September 
26, 2023 at 7:00 PM on the 
Request for Determination 
of Applicability filed by 
Kathleen Jackson under the 
Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act and the 
Wilbraham Wetlands Bylaw. 
The request is to determine 
whether the work/area depict-
ed on plans submitted is sub-
ject to the Wilbraham Wetland 
Bylaw and the Wetlands 
Protection Act. The request is 
also to confirm whether the 
boundaries of resource areas 
depicted on plans submitted 
are accurately delineated. The 
project includes the replace-
ment of an existing sep-
tic system within 100’ of a 
Bordering Vegetated Wetland. 
The property is located at 932 
Stony Hill Road. Information 
relating to this application is 
on file with the Conservation 

Commission. 
Christopher Brown, 

Chairman
09/14/2023

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS THE 

TRIAL COURT 
HAMPDEN, Div.

Probate & Family Court Dept. 
HD23E0037PP

To  A m b e r l y  M a t t  o f 
Hampden, in the County of 
Hampden, and to all other per-
sons interested. 

A petition has been presented 
to said Court by Jason W. Abeid 
of Indian Orchard, represent-
ing that they hold as tenants in 
common in an undivided part or 
share of land lying in Hampden in 
the County of Hampden, setting 
forth that they desire that all of 
said land may be sold at a pri-
vate sale or public auction for not 
less than Four Hundred Seventy-
Five Thousand ($475,000.00) 
Dollars, and praying that parti-
tion may be made of all the land 
aforesaid according to law, and to 
that end that a commissioner be 

appointed to make such partition 
and be ordered to make sale and 
conveyance of all, or any part of 
said land which the Court finds 
cannot be advantageously divid-
ed either at private sale or public 
auction, and be ordered to distrib-
ute the net proceeds thereof after 
full adjudication of the equitable 
claims contained in said petition 
and supplemental memorandum 
filed with the Court. 

If you desire to object thereto, 
you or your attorney, should file a 
written appearance in said Court 
at Springfield before ten o’clock 
in the forenoon on the seven-
teenth day of October 2023, the 
return day of this citation. 

Witness, BARBARA M. 
HYLAND, Esquire, First Justice 
of said Court, this 17th day of 
August 2023.

Rosemary A. Saccomani, 
Register 

08/31, 09/07, 09/14/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P1824EA
Estate of:

Christine Elizabeth Poulin 
Also known as: 

Christine E Poulin 
Date of Death: 04/15/2023 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate  of  Wi l l  wi th 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed 
by Michelle R Gilley   of 
Springfield, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Michelle R Gilley   
of Springfield, MA  be 
appo in t ed  a s  Pe r sona l 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without 

Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
09/26/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: August 29, 2023 

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

09/14/2023

PUBLIC NOTICES

SPRINGFIELD -- The Rob-
ert S. Davis Wing at  Baystate 
Medical Center, formerly known 
as the South Wing, was recently 
dedicated in a ceremony honor-
ing the life of Robert “Bob” Da-
vis, who passed away in 2021.

The Davis family, along with 
friends and community mem-
bers, gathered for the ceremony 
– held in the D’Amour Fami-
ly Healing Garden at Baystate 
Medical Center – in recognition 
of the philanthropic support 
from The Irene E. & George A. 
Davis Foundation  toward new 
Operating and Interventional 
Procedural Rooms at the hospi-
tal. The Robert S. Davis Wing 
houses a portion of this new sur-
gical space as well as  the Pedi-
atric Procedure Unit,  Sadowsky 
Center for Children,  Baystate 
Medical Center inpatient phar-
macy, and two floors of patient 
rooms.

“The Davis family has helped 
us create a modern surgical de-
partment which will provide pa-
tients with a better experience, 
accommodate new methodolo-
gies, and attract top clinical tal-
ent,” said Dr. Mark A. Keroack, 
president and CEO,  Baystate 
Health, during the ceremony.

Keroack called the Davis 
family’s decision to dedicate the 
space in memory of Robert—
the second of four Davis chil-
dren—“particularly poignant” 

because of the time Robert spent 
at Baystate Medical Center 
during his final year receiving 
care and dialysis treatment.

“Through this gift, Bob’s leg-
acy will be helping many people 
live and enjoy their lives,” said 
Keroack.

“He experienced first-hand 
the medical advances at Bay-
state, especially in the last year 
of his life,” said Robert’s niece, 
Laurel Davis Ferretti, “and we 
are so grateful for that care.”

The dedication of the Rob-
ert S. Davis Wing is the latest 
investment in Baystate Health 
from the Davis family, whose 
philanthropy focuses on im-
proving the quality of life for 
residents in Hampden County. 
Prior investments include the 
award-winning  Davis Family 
Heart and Vascular Center  and 
the  Davis Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit—the only NICU in 
western Massachusetts.

Additionally, Robert’s broth-
er, John Davis, chaired Baystate 
Health’s Hospital of the Future 
campaign—the health system’s 
largest fundraising effort to date.

“A dozen years ago, the 
Hospital of the Future was built 
at Baystate Medical Center to 
make way for a future of inno-
vation, expanding needs, and 
the changes that are inevitable 
in healthcare. That vision has 
prepared us for this day. With 

increased patient volume and 
technical advances, the future is 
now,” said Scott Berg, vice pres-
ident of Philanthropy at Baystate 
Health and executive director of 
the Baystate Health Foundation.  

Guests at the event also en-
joyed a surprise appearance from 
the Springfield Thunderbirds’ 
Mascot, Boomer.

“I had the pleasure of know-

ing Bob. We shared a common 
passion in local hockey. Today, 
on behalf of the T-Bird organiza-
tion, Boomer, and our thousands 
of fans, we remember our loy-
al fan Bob and thank the Davis 
family for continuing to invest 
in our community,” said Thun-
derbirds owner, Baystate Health 
supporter, and Springfield-based 
businessman Paul Picknelly.

For the Davis family, the 
dedication was a fitting way to 
remember Robert and support 
local healthcare.

“Robert just liked mankind,” 
said John Davis. “For him, this 
honor was the right thing.”

For more information on the 
Baystate Health Foundation, 
visit  www.baystatehealth.org/
Giving.

Baystate Medical Center names Robert S. Davis Wing
BUSINESS

Submitted photo
The Davis family gathered recently to celebrate the dedication of the Robert S. Davis Wing, formerly the 
South Wing, at Baystate Medical Center. From back left: John Davis, Robyn Davis, Lauren Davis, Andrew 
Davis, Stephen Davis, Connor Davis, Laurel Ferretti, Ann Davis, Stephanie Demetry. 
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Join us as we celebrate a quarter of a 
century caring for our elder community 

with a dedication, candle lighting, 
as well as remarks for the future. 

Light refreshments. 780 Converse Street, Longmeadow, MA

SAVE the DATE

25
YearsCelebrate

Celebrate

with us!
with us!

Ruth’s House Assisted Living

RSVP
413-935-1791 or
mschelb@JGSLifecare.org

Sept. 19th
3:30-6:30

Program 4pm

Presented by Country Bank
at Polar Park 

WORCESTER — To launch Child-
hood Cancer Awareness Month in Sep-
tember, the second annual Police vs. Fire 
Baseball Classic, presented by Country 
Bank at Polar Park on Sunday, Aug. 27, 
raised $15,750 for Why Me & Sherry’s 
House, a Worcester nonprofit that pro-
vides resources and support to children 
battling cancer and their families.

The Worcester Police Officers defeat-
ed the Worcester Firefighters 14–3 in nine 
innings.

As the home team, the Worcester Fire 
Department selected Why Me & Sherry’s 
House to benefit from this year’s event in 
honor of retired Fire Captain Mark Wyco, 
who lost his daughter Bridget to childhood 
cancer in 1996.

After the game, the Worcester Red Sox 
and Country Bank presented the check for 
$15,750 to Rebecca Kuczarski, the Ex-
ecutive Director of Why Me & Sherry’s 
House.  

They also presented the 2023 Paul 
Scully Most Valuable Player Award to Of-
ficer Ty Sterner, a southpaw who allowed 
just two hits and one run in six innings 
pitched.  The Worcester native, who has 
served in the Worcester Police Depart-
ment for two years, was drafted by the 
Cincinnati Reds in the 23rd round of the 
2014 Major League Baseball June Ama-
teur Draft from the University of Rhode 
Island.  However, a pair of Tommy John 
surgeries cut his professional baseball ca-
reer short.

As the M.V.P., Officer Sterner won a 
Country Bank jersey, four V.I.P. tickets to 
a future WooSox game—at which he will 
be honored with the opportunity to throw 

a Ceremonial First Pitch—and a gift card 
to The Mercantile Restaurant.

“There was an extraordinary feeling 
at this year’s event,” said Dr. Charles A. 
Steinberg, president of the Worcester Red 
Sox and the WooSox Foundation.  “Our 
first responders are the heart and soul of 
Worcester, and we believe this friendly 
but competitive game will continue to 
grow into a civic treasure.  We thank our 
friends and founding partners at Country 
Bank for collaborating with us yet again 
on what has become one of the most fun—
and impactful—events of the year.”

“Country Bank is honored to partner 
with the Worcester Red Sox Foundation in 
presenting the Police vs. Fire game,” said 
Paul Scully, president and CEO of Coun-
try Bank. “We have been a longtime sup-
porter of the Police and Fire Departments 
across the many markets we serve. The 
critical work these departments do each 
and every day truly makes a difference for 
our communities. It is also our privilege to 
support Why Me Sherry’s House with this 
year’s donation to assist them in the great 
work they do for Childhood Cancer.”

At the inaugural game Sept. 26, 2022, 
$15,680 was raised for the Manny 267 
Foundation, which honors and celebrates 
the life of the late Worcester Police Officer 
Enmanuel “Manny” Familia, who made 
the ultimate sacrifice June 4, 2021, when 
he heroically dove into Green Hill Pond to 
attempt to save a drowning teenage boy.

In its first two years, the event raised 
$31,430 for local causes that hit home for 
Worcester’s first responders.

Country Bank is one of the WooSox’ 
21 founding partners.  The WooSox Foun-
dation and Country Bank also collaborate 
on the “Most Valuable Teachers” program, 
which recognizes extraordinary teachers 

in the region, as well as the “WooStars” 
program, which rewards nonprofits driv-
ing social change across Central Massa-
chusetts.

So far in 2023, the WooSox Founda-
tion has donated $88,760 toward the effort 
to conquer cancer.

Courtesy photos

2nd Annual Police vs. Fire Baseball Classic raises $175,000
for Why Me & Sherry’s House


