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By Harold Anderson
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - On 
Thursday, Aug. 27 at Noon, 
the Wilbraham Senior Cen-
ter delighted a crowd of over 
100 area seniors with their 
August Special Ice Cream 
Social.

Sponsored by Christo-
pher Heights of Belchertown 
with engaging entertainment 
from Stephen George, this 
special event offered se-
niors a chance to enjoy two 
large scoops of Gifford’s Ice 
Cream with their choice of 
many available toppings.

Jen Finnigan, Activities/
Volunteer Coordinator for the 
Senior Center, explained that 
their usual monthly Special 
Lunch changes once-a-year. 

“We usually get catered 

Comprehensive 
Plan initiative to 
be developed

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The 
Planning Board wants to 
make the community aware 
of recent changes to zoning 
laws in the state, along with 
the board’s plans to develop 
a new Comprehensive Plan.

Planning Board Chair 
James Rooney explained the 
Commonwealth has passed 
laws impacting zoning and 
home rule, along with “sev-
eral proposals out there that 
could impact our town.”

“We wanted to get the 
word out to the people to 
let them know the things 
that the state is doing and 
how we’re adjusting to 
it,” Rooney said. “Part of 
coming out of all these dis-
cussions, Massachusetts 
General Law allows for the 
Planning Boards to periodi-
cally do—but not necessari-
ly have to do—what’s called 
a Master Plan. Wilbraham 
did one back in ‘63 and we 
are the last community to 
have an updated one. Ev-
erybody else has an updated 
one. But, we decided to go 

ahead and begin the process 
of (it). We’re going to call it 
a Comprehensive Plan.”

Rooney said the MBTA 
Communities Act “although 
it doesn’t directly affect us, 
it shows that the state is 
willing to mandate specific 
zoning outcomes.”

“There’s talk of min-
imum lot-sized reform. 
Wilbraham is broken up 
into four or five residential 
zoning lots. Our smallest is 
15,000 square feet all the 
way up to 60,000 square 
feet and that’s the mini-
mum a residential lot can 

be,” Rooney said. “The state 
is considering making it a 
5,000 minimum by-right 
across the state, so every lot 
can be only 5,000 square 
feet.”

This by-right item is also 
a referendum ballot ques-
tion that will be on the ballot 
in November.

He added that in Feb-
ruary 2025, a report called 
“Building for Tomorrow” 
was released as one of the 
state’s recommendations.

“So far, everything that 
they’ve recommended and 
brought forward, they’ve en-
acted it into law. There’s also 
discussion of expanding the 
by-right for multiple-fami-
ly dwellings. Wilbraham is, 
historically, a single-fam-

The chandelier was 
electrified in 1926

By Charles F. Bennett
Times Editor Emeritus

Reading Wilbraham His-
torian Henry Edson’s 
( 1 8 6 8 -

1963) memoirs 
about Glendale 
Methodist Church 
can sometimes 
bring up some 
fascinating details 
about the church 
building itself, 
such as the need to 
do some remodel-
ing of the historic 
structure in the 
early 1880’s.

It didn’t hurt, commented 
Edson, that its pastor at that 
time, the Rev. H. A. Jones, 
was also an interior decora-
tor. So, no one was surprised 
one Sunday morning when the 
Glendale churchgoers were 
greeted with brand new wall-
paper that was hung by local 
paper-hanger Frank Mason.

The Brooks
“It wasn’t particularly ar-

tistic but folks got used to it,” 
wrote Edson , “And several 
years later this paper was re-
moved too, and a plain white 
buff was placed on the walls 
and white on the ceiling.”

Around 1906 Mr. and Mrs. 
Joshua Brooks moved to Wil-
braham and joined the Glen-
dale church. Respected indus-
trialist, successful business 
owner, printing pioneer and 
founder of the Eastern States 
Exposition, Joshua L. Brooks 
was known to have the mind-
set to accomplish anything.

His Eastern 
States success can 
be traced back to 
the young busi-
nessman. From 
Brookline, Mass. 
Joshua L. Brooks 
settled in Glen-
dale. Known as a 
gentlemen farm-
er, Brooks was 
the kind of person 
that you would 
love to join your 

church.
As a matter of fact, Mrs. 

Brooks solicited funds from 
her well-off friends in Spring-
field to pay for an expensive 
dark green wallpaper, which 
was applied in 1908 by Wil-
liam Crocker, a longtime 
Glendale resident who had 
moved to nearby Monson.

In 1922 and 23 the church 
trustees decided they liked 
painting better than wallpaper, 
so a Mr. Authier of Palmer 
was hired to remove the wall-
paper and paint the walls and 
ceiling white for the sum of 
$155.

When 1934 rolled around 
the Women’s Community 
Club said the church needed 
a new carpet and raised more 
money from friends of the 
church. Mrs. Howard Orr was 
a graduate of the Columbia 
University School of Art and 
she influenced the walls to be 
painted again.

For 50 years the large 

PB announces 
zoning changes

Ice Cream for lunch? 
Why not?Why not?

Defeats Michael
Lachenmeyer
for 12th 
Hampden District

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - State 
Rep. Angelo Puppolo Jr. 
(D-Springfield) defeated 
opponent Michael Lachen-
meyer in the 2026 Demo-
cratic Primary for the 12th 
Hampden District.

Puppolo received 4,136 
votes and Lachenmeyer 
received 2,303 votes, a dif-
ference of 1,833 votes. The 
percentages were 64.23% 
to 35.77%.

As there is no Republi-
can opponent on the ballot, 
Puppolo will run unop-
posed in the general elec-
tion this November. 

Puppolo looks ahead
Puppolo said he was 

“totally elated” with his 
campaign and “it was a 
great victory.”

“I want to thank all the 
residents of the 12th Hamp-
den District for their contin-
ued support and confidence 
in me. It’s very rewarding, 
it’s humbling and I’m real-
ly gratified by the margin of 
victory and again, the con-
tinued confidence that the 
constituents and the resi-
dents of the 12th Hampden 
District have shown me,” 
Puppolo said. “We worked 
very hard at it. We didn’t 
take anything for granted, 

Puppolo 
wins 
primary

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The senior 
center’s Memory Café cele-
brated 10 years with a spe-
cial African drumming event 
and lunch on Aug. 28.

The Memory Café meets 
every Friday morning at 
10:15 a.m.

During the anniversary 
celebration, Jason Arnold, 
who oversees the African 
Drumming Class on Fri-
days at the senior center, 
came by to teach attend-
ees how to play the African 
drums.

Afterward, a light lunch 
was held with Assistant Di-
rector/Outreach Coordinator 
Wendy Cowles and Christi-
na Vernon reflecting on the 
milestone, along with at-
tendees sharing how much 
the Memory Café means to 
them.

Executive Director Re-
becca Moriarty expressed 
excitement for the celebra-
tion.

“The Memory Café is a 
very important part of the 
Hampden Senior Center 
and being able to celebrate 
this milestone of 10 years 
in existence was special for 
us. What started out 10 years 
ago with a small group of 
participants has grown into a 

program where every week 
feels like you’re getting to-
gether with your family and 
closest friends,” Moriarty 
said. “This celebration not 
only recognizes the strength 
of this program but cele-
brates the participants who 
attend every week and also 
remembers participants who 
started the program with us 
who are no longer here as 
well as celebrates those who 
helped to make the Memory 
Café what it is today.”

She added that the mile-
stone was a huge deal.

“Hitting a 10-year pro-
gram milestone is a won-
derful achievement and 

speaks to the dedication of 
staff and volunteers who 
come together to make sure 
the Memory Café will al-
ways have a home here in 
Hampden,” Moriarty said. 
“Wendy Cowles, Assistant 
Director/Outreach Coordi-
nator, spearheaded the café 
10 years ago and continues 
to keep the café as a top pri-
ority. We also wouldn’t hit 
this milestone without the 
participants who come week 
after week and share their 
lives with us.”

Moriarty said a program 

Senior Center Memory 
Café marks 10 yeaears

HISTORICAL WILBRAHAM

Glendale Methodist Church had 
the pulse of the community

64 Years Ago
Minnechaug Issues 
First Smoke Signal

Here is a news clip-
ping reported by my 
mom, Ethel M. Bennett, 
who was the Wilbra-
ham correspondent for 
the Springfield daily 
newspaper The Morning 
Union from the 1940s 
through 1970s. From a 
September 1962 edition: 
“The first issue of the 
Minnechaug Regional 
High School publication 
“Smoke Signal” was 
distributed to the student 
body Friday.

The initial issue an-
nounced the new teach-
ers at the school, recog-
nized the three students 
who attended summer 
courses at science in-
stitutes and announced 
water safety tests will be 
administered to all junior 
and seniors.”

meals and dessert come in, 
but a lot of people are on va-
cation and starting up school 
in August so we just keep it 
simple with an Ice Cream So-
cial,” Finnigan said.

Amanda Renna, Program 
Assistant at the Wilbraham 
Senior Center, called it “a 

Charlie Bennett

“THERE’S TALK OF MINIMUM LOT-
SIZED REFORM. WILBRAHAM IS 
BROKEN UP INTO FOUR OR FIVE 
RESIDENTIAL ZONING LOTS.”

- James Rooney
Planning Board Chair

Jean White (Wilbraham) being served 
ice cream and toppings by (L-R) April 

Kosuda and Lorna Stone.

Turley photos by Harold Anderson

Here we haveSteve and Lori Paolucci (Wilbraham).

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers

Jason Arnold leads the group on the drums.

Please see ZONING, page 5
Please see PUPPOLO, 

page 8
Please see ICE CREAM, 

page 5

Please see MEMORY 
CAFE, page 11Please see HISTORY, page 8
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Today’s thinking.
Yesterday’s values.

Friendly, local 
and professional.

Strategies
built for you.

Securities offered through LPL Financial.  Member FINRA/SIPC.  Advisory Services offered through
Trombley Wealth Management, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

Trombleywealth.com
 413-596-6992

2022 Boston Rd.
Wilbraham, MA

Investment & 
Retirement Planning

More than just returns.
Minimum required.

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

Buck appointed as 
local government 
representative 

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

WILBRAHAM – The Se-
lect Board gathered on Sept. 
1 to discuss the new state reg-
ulations around clean energy 
facilities.  

Planning Director Mi-
chelle Buck was present to 
advise the Board on the new 
regulations.

“So, I understand you 
have a lot of the background 
materials on this,” Buck said. 
“The state passed a law and 
implementing regulations 
that are regulating what they 
call small clean energy infra-
structure facilities, but they’re 
not really small.”

Buck divulged the bill tar-
gets facilities which export 
up to 25 megawatts, a figure 
which she said was an “order 
of magnitude larger” than any 
solar project housed in Wil-
braham.  

Buck recalled the biggest 
solar project in town was 
at 285 Three Rivers Road, 
which was six megawatts.

“So, anything over that 
size limit goes directly to the 
state for permitting and by-
passes local zoning,” Buck 
said. “Under that level, the 
developer has the option to go 
through this consolidated per-
mitting process that requires 
an appointment of the local 
government representative.”

Buck stated the zoning 
laws around such a request 
is “very complex” and was 
more complicated than the 
local zoning in place within 
town.  

She mentioned in an email 

to Select Board Clerk Michael 
Squindo that the main reason 
a developer would choose the 
permitting process would be 
how appeals are handled. 

“For a normal special per-
mit, like with the Planning 
Board, if the town denies 
it, the appeal is a court pro-
cess,” Buck said. “Whereas, 
with this local consolidated 
permitting process, the ap-
peal process is directly to the 
Energy Facility Siting Board 
and it’s anticipated that they 
would have a higher likeli-
hood of success in appeal-
ing a local decision through 
that process than through the 
courts.”

Vice Chair Sue Bunnell 
shared her thoughts first. 

“I heard a lot of this 
through the Massachusetts 
Municipal Association Policy 
Committee that I’m on with 
Energy and the Environment,” 
Bunnell said. “They’ve been 
talking about this for a while, 
since the regulations were 
proposed. So, I think that’s 
great that they could use you 
as the point person for that. I 
was not aware that the Three 
Rivers solar facility’s only 
six megawatts. So, that would 
certainly change the probabil-
ity here.”

Squindo brought up the 
previous email conversation 
he had with Buck, where he 
stated she had “some con-
cerns about certain aspects of 
the review.” 

Her concerns centered 
around the site availability 
score evaluation process and 
“assignment of project mini-
mization and mitigation mea-
sures.”  

Buck elaborated on Squin-
do’s question. 

“As part of this process 
when they apply to the state, 
they have to—the applicant— 

it goes through a rating pro-
cess and a site suitability 
score,” Buck said. “The appli-
cant submits what they think 
their score should be and then 
it’s up to the local government 
representative to evaluate that 
site sustainability score.” 

Site sustainability scores 
are based on a number of 
factors, which include envi-
ronmental impact and carbon 
sequestration; which is the 
site’s ability to capture and 
store carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere.

“I have a little bit of dis-
comfort on that, but there’s 
a lot of resources out there,” 
Buck said. 

Buck elaborated further.
“Based on that site suit-

ability score, depending on 
where they are. So, if some-
body gets a low score, like the 
site really isn’t suitable for 
solar. It requires a lot of clear 
cutting or there’s endangered 
species, that kind of thing. 
They get a low score, then 
they have to provide mitiga-
tion,” Buck said. “So, the lo-
cal government representative 
is involved in determining 
what the mitigation might be 
and that’s something I want 
to learn more about.  I would 
seek input from the Planning 
Board on that kind of thing 
because they do that kind 
of thing, but I’m continuing 
to attend webinars on it and 
learning as much as I can on 
that.”

On Chair Marc Ducey’s 
question on the role of the po-
sition, Buck clarified it’s “pri-
marily a coordination role.”

“So, the consolidated pro-
cess, say your project requires 
Planning Board and the Con-
servation Commission and 
DPW, my role would be to 
make sure that all of the rel-
evant permitting authorities 

go through their processes 
within the required 12-month 
period but then, also, I would 
write up a consolidated permit 
document. So, each individual 
board still goes through their 
normal process and issues 
their normal decision and 
then there’s a consolidated 
permit issued at the end and 
sort of has that as attachments 
in a way,” Buck said. “But I 
can include conditions in that 
final permit addressing those 
minimization and mitigation 
measures. But I would be re-
lying heavily on Conservation 
and Planning Board for it.”

If appealed, she added, 
that’s where the State Energy 
Siting Board would come in.

Squindo asked about the 
part of issuing mitigation.

“Is that similar in concept 
to what you’re doing now as 
the Planning Director and 
this is just expanding through 
the consolidated process that 
it might be more heavily in-
volved with the Conservation 
and some other public com-
mittees?” Squindo said.

Buck replied yes as she’s 
frequently drafted decisions 
for the Planning Board and 
proposed conditions that they 
would review.

“So, this would be simi-
lar,” Buck said. 

She also has experience 
overseeing Planning Board, 
Conservation Commission 
and the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals in a prior planning di-
rector job.

“So, I feel comfortable 
taking this on,” Buck said. 

After further discussion, 
Buck was unanimously ap-
pointed as the Local Govern-
ment Representative for the 
Mass Department of Energy 
Resources Small Clean En-
ergy Infrastructure Siting and 
Permitting. 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com 

W I L B R A H A M /
HAMPDEN – Voters in 
Wilbraham and Hampden 
made their voices heard at 
the polls as they voted in 
the primary on Sept. 1.

Here are the numbers 
for both the Democratic 
and Republican primaries 
for each community.

Wilbraham 
In the Democratic pri-

mary, Senator in Congress 
had Edward Markey re-
ceiving 1,388 votes while 
Seth Moulton received 975 
votes. 

Congressman Richard 
Neal 1,313 votes, while 
challenger Jeromie Whalen 
received 1,074 votes. 

Councilor Tara Jacobs 
received 895 votes while 
challenger Michael Fenton 
received 1,363 votes. 

Governor Maura Healey 
received 1,954 votes, Lt. 
Governor Kim Driscoll re-
ceived 1,948 votes, Attor-
ney General Andrea Camp-
bell received 1,941 votes, 
Secretary of State William 
Galvin received 2,062 
votes, Treasurer Deborah 
Goldberg received 1,963 
votes and Auditor Diana 
DiZoglio received 1,942 
votes. All of these positions 
ran unopposed.

State Rep. Angelo Pup-
polo Jr. received 1,435 
votes while challenger 
Michael Lachenmeyer re-
ceived 928 votes. Readers 
can learn more about this 
race in this week’s edition.

State Sen. Jake Oliveira, 
who was unopposed, re-
ceived 2,058 votes.

District Attorney Antho-
ny Gulluni, also unopposed, 
received 2,113 votes. 

Register of Probate 
Rosemary Saccomani re-
ceived 2,007 votes. She 
was, also, unopposed.

For the Republican pri-
mary, John Deaton received 
810 votes for Senator in 
Congress. He was unop-
posed.

For governor, Michael 
Minogue received 734 
votes while Brian Short-
sleeve received 174 votes. 

For lieutenant gover-
nor, there were two primary 
candidates on the Republi-
can side. Shawn Oliver re-
ceived 737 votes, and Anne 
Martin received 56 votes.

The next ones were un-
opposed.

For Attorney General, 
Michael Walsh received 
792 votes.

For Secretary of State, 
Anne R. Brensley received 
137 votes.

For Treasurer, Elizabeth 
Dionne received 757 votes.

Gary Grossi for Repre-
sentative in Congress re-
ceived five votes.

For Councilor, William 

Faketano received five 
votes.

For Senator in General 
Court, Jesse Michael Barn-
aby received 59 votes. 

Representative in Gen-
eral Court, District Attor-
ney and Register of Probate 
were all write-ins at 45 
votes each. 

Hampden
In the Democratic pri-

mary here, Senator in Con-
gress has Edward Markey 
receiving 369 votes and 
Seth Moulton receiving 241 
votes.

For Representative in 
Congress, Richard Neal 
received 373 votes and Je-
romie Whalen received 240 
votes. 

For Councilor, Tara Ja-
cobs received 251 votes 
while Michael Fenton re-
ceived 320 votes. 

The following were all 
unopposed. 

For Governor, Maura 
Healey received 495 votes.

For Lieutenant Gover-
nor, Kim Driscoll received 
490 votes.

For Attorney General, 
Andrea Campbell received 
504 votes.

For Secretary of State, 
William Galvin received 
536 votes.

For Treasurer, Debo-
rah Goldberg received 508 
votes.

For Auditor, Diana 
Dizoglio received 513 
votes. 

State Sen. Jake Oliveira 
received 527 votes.

State Rep. Brian Ashe 
received 527 votes.

For District Attorney, 
Anthony Gulluni received 
540 votes.

Register of Probate 
Rosemary Saccomani re-
ceived 520 votes.

On the Republican Pri-
mary side, meanwhile, John 
Deaton received 328 votes 
for Senator in Congress.

For Governor, Michael 
Minogue received 303 
votes while Brian Short-
sleeve received 56 votes.

For Lieutenant Gover-
nor, Shawn Oliver received 
281 votes while Anne Mar-
tin received 20 votes.

The next ones listed all 
ran unopposed. 

For Attorney General, 
Michael Walsh received 
308 votes.

For Secretary of State, 
Anne Brensley received 45 
votes.

For Treasurer, Elizabeth 
Dionne received 305 votes. 

For Senator in General 
Court, Jesse Michael Barn-
aby received four votes.

For Representative in 
General Court, Peter War-
ren received 271 votes.

Auditor, Representative 
in Congress, Councilor, 
District Attorney and Reg-
ister of Probate had no can-
didates listed.

Wilbraham and 
Hampden primary 
voting by the numbers

Select Board navigates new energy regulations

WILBRAHAM — The 
OMH Museum invites the 
community to hear the story 
behind the first witch panic in 
America on Sunday, Septem-
ber 20, from 2 to 4 p.m.

Elizabeth Kapp, Curator 
of History at the Springfield 
Museums, will present on the 
1651 witchcraft accusations 
in Springfield, MA, more than 
four decades before the trials 
at Salem. The presentation 
begins at 2:30 PM. Admission 
is free, and all are welcome.

Guests will gather at the 
Old Meeting House Muse-
um at 450 Main Street and 
walk over together to the 
Wilbraham & Monson Acad-
emy Library, where the larger 
space allows the museum to 
welcome more people. After-

ward, everyone is invited back 
to the Old Meeting House for 
cider and donuts donated by 
Rices Fruit Farm to celebrate 
the fall season.

“This is one of those sto-
ries that hits close to home. 
It happened just down the 
road from us,” said Lindsey 
Bourcier, Director of Mar-
keting. “We moved Liz’s pre-
sentation to the Wilbraham 
& Monson Academy Library 
so we could fit everyone who 
wants to come, and we’re 
grateful to Rices Fruit Farm 
for the seasonal treats waiting 
for us back at the museum af-
terward.”

About the Speaker
Elizabeth Kapp joined 

the Springfield Museums as 

Curator of History 
in March 2024. She 
holds an undergrad-
uate degree from the 
University of Mas-
sachusetts Amherst 
and a master’s de-
gree from the Coo-
perstown Graduate 
Program, and has 
previously worked 
at the Arizona His-
torical Society, the 
Eiteljorg Museum, 
Colonial Williamsburg, and 
Old Sturbridge Village.

About the Old Meeting 
House Museum

Operated by the Athene-
um Society of Wilbraham, 
the Old Meeting House Mu-
seum preserves and shares 

Wilbraham’s history through 
artifacts, free programs, and 
community events. The mu-
seum serves as a gathering 
place for residents and visi-
tors alike to connect with Wil-
braham’s past while building 
community in the present. 
Become a member today.

Old Meeting House Museum hosts talk on 
Colonial America’s First Witch Panic
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

     THE BEST FRESH 
      FOR FALL!

Elsie’s CreameryElsie’s Creamery
The Best Homemade Ice CreamThe Best Homemade Ice Cream

New September New September 
Creamery Window HoursCreamery Window Hours

Closed Monday & Tuesday
Open Wednesday – Sunday

Beautiful
HARDY MUMS 

In Fabulous Fall ColorsIn Fabulous Fall Colors

                 4-inch, 8-inch & 12-inch 
Patio Pots & Hanging Baskets

Big Selection!Big Selection!

Beautiful Fall PlantersBeautiful Fall Planters
BURSTING WITH COLORBURSTING WITH COLOR

HARDY 
ASTERSTERS

Ornamental Cabbage & KaleOrnamental Cabbage & Kale
Perennial Echinacea “Coneflower”Perennial Echinacea “Coneflower”

Rudbeckia “Black Eyed Susan”Rudbeckia “Black Eyed Susan”

FALL IS FOR PLANTING
Trees, Rose Bushes Trees, Rose Bushes 

Shrubs, & PerennialsShrubs, & Perennials  

SPECIALSPECIAL
Fafard Ultra Outdoor 

Planting Mix
1 cu ft Bags 

$9.99 (Reg $11.99)

Great For Trees, 
Shrubs & Perennials

Decorate For Fall
Corn Stalks, Gourds, 

Straw Bales
Scarecrows, Witches, 
Ghosts, Garden Flags
 Sugar Pumpkins, 
Face Pumpkins & 

Specialty PumpkinsSpecialty Pumpkins

IN OBSERVANCE OF 
SEPTEMBER 11TH
Always Remember 

Bouquets 

$15.99
Long Lasting 

Red, White & Blue 
Fresh Flowers

FALL FLAVORSFALL FLAVORS
Locally Grown 

New Crop Apples
MACINTOSH APPLES

     5 lb Tote Bags $5.99
FRESH SWEET CIDER

APPLE CIDER DONUTS
Apple Cake, Apple Crisp 
& Fresh Baked Pies

 

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Start your smile journey today!
Scan to book a complimentary consult.

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

NO REFERRAL NEEDED

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Start your smile journey today!
Scan to book a complimentary consult.

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

NO REFERRAL NEEDED

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056 

www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com  ❖  413-589-7564

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each ad-
vertiser is request-
ed to check their 
a d ve r t i s emen t 
the first time it 
appears. This pa-
per will not be 
responsible for 
more than one 
corrected inser-
tion, nor will be li-
able for any error 
in an advertise-
ment to a greater 
extent than the 
cost of the space 
occupied by the 
item in the adver-
tisement.

By Harold Anderson
Correspondent

HAMPDEN – Area se-
niors gathered at the Hampden 
Senior Center on Wednesday, 
Aug. 26 to hear Executive Di-
rector Rebecca Moriarty and 
Assistant Director/Outreach 
Coordinator Wendy Cowles 
present the details of an in-
tergenerational initiative they 
developed entitled “Friends 
Across Generations”. 

The program seeks to con-
nect seniors with fourth grade 
students at Green Meadows 
Elementary School in Hamp-
den, an idea that resulted 
after the Senior Center was 
contacted by Kristen Chapde-
laine, a fourth grade teacher at 
the school. 

“We’ve always been very 
strong at advocating for in-
tergenerational programs,” 
Moriarty said. “I think it’s 
very important for the young-
er generation to be able con-
nect to the older generation, 
so this is a really great way to 
do that and keep it right here 
in town.”

During the school year, 
each senior and their assigned 
student will exchange one let-
ter each term. The terms run 
from September to Novem-
ber, December through Feb-
ruary and March until June.  
The two fourth grade classes 
have 17 students each.

Program participants were 
asked to provide information 
about themselves including 
previous work experience, 
hobbies, special gifts/talents 
and fun facts so that they 
can be matched with a fourth 
grade student with similar in-
terests. 

“If you would consider 
having two pen pals….You 
would have a student from 
both of the fourth grade class-
es,” Moriarty added.

Moriarty told the audience 
that their first letter to the stu-
dent would be “more generic 
and more about yourself….
The school and the students 
will not get your last name 
unless that is how you choose 
to be addressed by the stu-
dent.” 

She explained that, how-
ever someone signs their let-
ter, “the student will respond 
to you in the same fashion.” 

Asked if the letters should 
be written, printed or typed, 
Moriarty shared this.

“We know that students 
today aren’t taught cursive 
writing anymore. But this 
is a very good opportunity. 
Students still need to know 
how to sign their name and 

read cursive writing because 
it still exists for those of us 
who know how to write in 
cursive,” Moriarty said. “You 
are welcome to type the letter 
if you do not feel comfortable 
(with) printing or script.” 

Guidelines for program 
participants concerning what 
to write in their letters were 
provided in an information 
sheet with headings contain-
ing typical questions from 
fourth graders for seniors 
about when they were young-
er.

“Growing Up & Child-
hood,” had questions related 
to a favorite game or toy, pets 
that they had, chores, a favor-
ite book and what they col-
lected when they were young.

“School Days & Friends” 
suggested writing about a fa-
vorite subject and playground 
game, how they got to school, 
field trips and dress codes.

“Technology & Pop Cul-
ture” listed ideas such as de-

scribing what they did for 
fun before video games or 
the internet, what television 
was first like, a favorite style 
of music and what the senior 
thinks of modern technology.

“Food, Holidays & Tra-
ditions” included inquiries 
about a favorite meal or treat 
when they were a kid and how 
they celebrated birthdays and 
holidays.

“Life Adventures & Wis-
dom” questions ranged from 
how long they lived in the 
area, the coolest place they 
traveled to, any advice they 
have for a fourth grader, to a 
hobby/skill learned later in 
life.

Finally, “Changing Times 
& Daily Life”, asked about 
what the senior did on a rainy 
day, something that used to 
cost a nickel or a dime, what 
their neighborhood was like, 
popular hairstyles or cloth-
ing and the biggest difference 
they saw between being a kid 
in their generation versus be-
ing a kid today.

The first letter from the se-
nior to the student is due back 
unsealed at the Senior Center 
by Sept. 18  for forwarding to 
the school.

Moriarty told the audience 
that “It’s rare that we’re writ-
ing a lot of letters anymore, so 
we’re glad to bring this back 
…they (the students) will 
definitely be learning a lot of 
things and seeing how differ-
ent things were when you all 
went to fourth grade versus 
now when they’re going to 
fourth grade.” 

Martha Clark from Hamp-
den also saw the advantages 
of the program.

 “I think it’s very useful…I 
think that we will benefit and 

the kids will benefit as well,” 
Clark said.

Joyce McMann, who was 
at the informational meet-
ing with her mom, Florence 
McCormick, both from East 
Longmeadow, mentioned that 
she has three grandsons, two 
of whom are now at Green 
Meadows School. 

“Love this idea”, McMann 
said. 

Sandy Selkirk of Hamp-
den, who enjoys writing to 
her four grandkids who are 
in pre-school through third 
grade, agreed. 

“I love it. I think children 
need to learn to write more 
and communicate through let-
ters,” Selkirk said.

Afterwards, seniors shared 
memories of learning to write, 
the Rinehart penmanship 
system, blackboard writing 
examples and about family 
members who learned under 
the same system having sim-
ilar writing styles.

Asked about her own ex-
perience as a kid, Moriarty, 
who went to fourth grade at 
Soule Road School in Wilbra-
ham, said this.

“I loved fourth grade. 
I had the best fourth grade 
teacher (the late Mr. Ingulli). 
One of my favorite things in 
fourth grade is that we learned 
calligraphy…We also made a 
movie about going to space….
It was so much fun…..That 
was one of my most memora-
ble years of school,” Moriarty 
said. 

Interested seniors who 
were not able to attend the 
meeting can still participate 
by calling the Senior Center 
at (413) 566-5588 to request 
information or to sign up for 
the program.

Turley photos by Harold Anderson

Executive Director Rebecca 
Moriarty speaking to the 
audience.

HSC presents ‘Friends Across Generations’ initiative

A group that checked out the new Friends Across Generations initiative. From left to right we 
have Martha Clark (Hampden), Linda Nichols (Hampden), Cathy Albert (East Longmeadow), 
Joyce McMann (East Longmeadow), Florence McCormick (East Longmeadow) - Joyce’s Mom, 
Joan Shea (Hampden) and Mike Shea (Hampden). 

WILBRAHAM – Wilbra-
ham Public Library is offer-
ing a Crafternoon for Adults 
on Friday, Sept. 18, 2 to 3:30 
p.m.

Join us for a menagerie of 

fun crafting opportunities!  At 
this month’s program we will 
have four different crafts to 
choose from, as long as sup-
plies last.

No experience is needed, 

and all craft supplies will be 
provided.  But registration is 
necessary as space is limited.  
For more information or to 
register, please call the library 
at 413-596-6141.

Adult Crafternoon at the Wilbraham Library
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

Give us a call today 
for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by 
a ISA certified arborist

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

■ Tree Removal  
■ Structural Pruning
■ Crane Service
■ Storm Damage
■ Stump Grinding
■ Lot Clearing
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ily residential suburb. This 
would, now, make it by-right 
for duplexes,” Rooney said. 
“The state is also looking 
to make it by-right for up to 
four-family houses on any 
lot that is serviced by town, 
sewer and water. So, those 
things can really impact our 
town. They also discussed in 
the report regional coordina-
tion, where they would re-
move or realign zoning away 
from the local municipalities 
into a regional entity. The last 
law they enacted has a lot of 
variance issues. Towns were 
able to use variances to con-
trol certain things and the in-
tent of the state is to eliminate 
some of that.”

Planning Director Mi-
chelle Buck said some of the 
changes related to variances 
and non-conforming struc-
tures went into effect on July 
1.

“Part of what Jim is 
talking about—especially the 
duplex zoning—that hasn’t 
passed yet, but it’s in the bill 
that’s currently in Conference 
Committee. It’s House 5576. 
It was approved by the Sen-
ate, but they have to reconcile 
it with the House version and 
it also includes standardizing 
site plan review across the 
state—which that might be 
a good thing—and duplex-
es by-right statewide,” Buck 
said. “But, like I said, it’s in 
Conference Committee. We 
don’t know if that will pass.”

Buck also noted the vari-
ances for accessory dwelling 
units—or ADUs—that passed 
last year, along with other 
changes related to non-con-
forming structures and how 
the zoning act has “largely 
been unchanged since the 
1970s.”

“There’s just been a lot of 
changes in the last two years 
and more anticipated,” Buck 
said. 

Another change Buck 
mentioned was the regulation 
for solar and battery energy 
storage, which goes into full 
effect in October.

“Where solar projects, the 
developers have the option 
of choosing a consolidated, 
local permitting process and 
they’ll be a local government 
representative,” Buck said. 
“That goes into effect Oct. 
1. The developers don’t have 
to go through that process. 
The advantage to develop-
ers for doing so would be if 
the town denies it; instead of 
being a court appeal, like the 
standard special permit would 
go through, it’s an appeal to 
the State Energy Facility Sit-
ing Board. So, that would be 
the primary reason, I think, 
they would use it. Honestly, 
as a local planner, I think the 
way the state designed it is so 
complicated, the developers 

may just use the standard zon-
ing, which they’re allowed to 
do and it’s more of a consoli-
dated process. The underlying 
zoning stays the same.”

Rooney added that with 
solar, the permitting process 
has the applicant running 
with the Planning Board and 
the Conservation Commis-
sion and the other entities are 
weighing in “all at the same 
time.”

“Now, this is going to take 
it away from a meeting with 
the Planning Board and Plan-
ning Board directing it and 
them going through Conser-
vation. Those boards will still 
see that stuff,” Rooney said.

“They’ll be one consol-
idated decision at the end,” 
Buck said. 

“The boards should have 
their say, but it won’t be at 
the table anymore. It’ll be less 
public scrutiny, so to speak,” 
Rooney said. 

On the Comprehensive 
Plan, Buck said the Planning 
Board will discuss a subcom-
mittee at the board’s Sept. 9 
meeting, with Rooney adding 
there will be five voting mem-
bers and it will be subject to 
open meeting law, posting 
agendas and minutes and 
Buck will attend the meetings 
to guide it along. 

“We’re initially going to 
allow it for one year and re-
appointments afterwards. 
Sometimes these compre-
hensive plans can take up-
wards of two or three years 
depending on financing and 
depending on what the sub-
committee does. I believe 
our Vision Task Force that 
was done a few years back, it 
took them a couple of years at 
least,” Rooney said. “So it’ll 
be reporting directly to the 
Planning Board, it’ll be mem-
bers of the community. It’ll 
be kind of a hands-off sort of 
thing for the Planning Board 
so that they can give us back 
information. They’re going to 
gather data, review the exist-
ing plans.”

Buck added that there 
hasn’t been a full compre-
hensive plan since 1963, but 
there’s been “ a number of 
land use plans, sometimes a 
neighborhood plan, some-
times a plan more focused 
on transportation” and many 
others listed on the Planning 
Board’s webpage. 

“So, it’s not like the town 
has been sitting around doing 
nothing. We’ve done a num-
ber of interim plans in that 
period,” Buck said. 

Another interim plan ex-
ample Rooney mentioned 
happened in the last two years 
called the Subdivision Con-
trol Recs, “which is our most 
important guiding principle 
on subdividing the land and 
making sure that the town is 
protected through that.”

“That was a subcommit-

tee of town members. Mi-
chelle anchored it, there was 
two members of the Planning 
Board and we had two mem-
bers from DPW,” Rooney 
said. “We did it all, we did 
it ourselves and it’s a great, 
great document and it guides 
us through our develop-
ment and subdivision of the 
land and development of the 
towns.”

He emphasized the town’s 
zoning bylaws “are our 

plans.”
“That’s what we guide 

ourselves by, the town guides 
themselves by, the developers 
guides themselves, so there 
are plans in place,” Rooney 
said. “Things are still under 
Mass General Law just like 
every other town, but we just 
felt that now is the time with 
everything that the state is do-
ing, now is the time for us to 
start looking at these things, 
putting them together and 

it also gives the community 
whether in-person or online 
surveys or mailout items, it’ll 
give the community the op-
portunity to weigh in.”

Rooney said there will be 
more to come and they will be 
prepared.

“We’ll obviously adjust 
and do what we have to do. 
Part of the Planning Board’s 
job is to protect the town as 
best they can,” Rooney said. 
“It’s what we’ll do. We’ll 

follow all our state laws and 
our town bylaws and we may 
have to adjust many of our 
bylaws and if that happens, 
that’ll have to go through 
Town Meeting and if we have 
to change the zoning lots, 
then we change zoning lots.”

Residents can learn more 
by reaching out to the Wilbra-
ham Planning Office at plan-
ning@wilbraham-ma.gov or 
call 413-596-2800 x203. 

ZONING from page 1

nice way to get out and engage 
with some friends and have 
some ice cream.”

“Who doesn’t love ice 
cream?” Renna said. 

Lorna Stone, Director of 
Marketing and Admissions 
for Christopher Heights, gave 
credit to Kelly, their “great 
Executive Chef”, for the ice 
cream selections. 

“We try something differ-
ent every year, but we always 
have one plain one just in case 
people don’t want it,” Stone 
said. 

The Ice Cream “menu” 
this year included the three 
choices of Peanut Butter Pie, 
Vanilla and Campfire S’mo-
res, served by April Kosuda, 
Activity Director for Christo-
pher Heights. 

“We had a good flow going 
today…Everybody was hap-
py…and surprised. They come 
up and be like…. Whoo!” Ko-
suda said.

A large abundance of top-
ping choices was also avail-
able including Hot Fudge, 
Rainbow Sprinkles, Walnuts, 
Peanuts, mini Resse’s Peanut 
Butter Cups, Peanut Butter 
Reese’s, M&M’s, Strawber-
ries, Caramel Sauce, Whipped 
Cream and Cherries. These ice 
cream add-ons were served 
generously by Stone.

While the audience was 
enjoying their ice cream, the 

entertainment was provided 
by Stephen George, a sing-
er-songwriter from Massachu-
setts, who delighted the crowd 
with an interactive show to go 
along with a song selection 

that he plans extensively for 
the event. 

“I have a library of over 
600 songs and it probably 
takes me two hours per show 
to prepare,” George said.

George’s performance 
style included interacting with 
the audience prior to each 
song with trivia questions, 
a few giveaways and back-
ground information about the 
original artists. 

“I play a lot of big songs, 
but it’s about the audience ex-
perience. It’s got nothing to do 
with me…and I find that inter-
action is the best way to get 
engagement,” George said. 

Attendees learned some 
fascinating, and at times sur-
prising, information during the 
performance such as that The 
Monkees didn’t know how 
to play when they began, but 
learned along the way. George 
then sang his rendition of their 
classic hit, “Daydream Believ-
er.” 

Once, he teased the audi-
ence with the question “Who’s 
heard of Elvis Presley?” and 
then asked them, “How many 
songs did Elvis Presley write?” 
Someone in the audience was 
the first to shout out the an-
swer of “Zero” before coming 
up for their small prize for the 
correct response. George then 
began singing the Presley clas-
sic “Don’t Be Cruel”.

Before playing “On the 
Road Again”, the song made 

famous by Willie Nelson, 
George asked the audience to 
guess how old Nelson was. 
After some guesses from the 
crowd, he confirmed that Nel-
son was 93 years old and ex-
pressed his admiration that 
“Willie is still touring.”

Keeping the entertainment 
light, George also joked that 
he would sing a song about 
“all the things my doctor told 
me to stop eating” before his 
rendition of “Chicken Fried” 
by Zac Brown Band about 
fried chicken, beer and sweet 
tea.

When asked, attendees at 
the Ice Cream Social all ex-
pressed their pleasure with the 
monthly Special Lunch events 
at Wilbraham Senior Center.  

Sandy Bolek of Wilbraham 
said, “It’s very interesting. 
You meet new people, make 
new friends.” 

Betty Davis of Springfield 
agreed.

“I love this place…..The 
food is wonderful and all the 
people are friendly, conge-
nial,” Davis said. 

Lori Paolucci from Wil-
braham explained her reason 
for attending, “We come for 
the socialization….and we en-
joy coming to these monthly 
things that they have.” 

Steven Paolucci, agreed 
and said, “It’s a plus when 
there’s entertainment” before 
adding with a big smile, “Ice 
Cream is a double plus!”

ICE CREAM from page 1

ABOVE: From the left, 
Marge Bailey (Springfield) 
and Noreen Nowak-Moran 
(Hampden) and Christina 
Millot (Wilbraham) enjoy a 
fun time together.

AT RIGHT: April Kosuda 
- Activities Director at 
Christopher Heights of 

Belchertown and Lorna Stone 
- Director of Marketing

 and Admissions at 
Christopher Heights of 

Belchertown at the event.

Turley photos by Harold Anderson
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Letters to the editor should be 
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter writers to 
include his or her town of residence 
and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal 
attacks, defamation of character and 
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by 
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor, 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly correct 

factual errors that appear in this paper 
and can be substantiated. Corrections 
or clarifications will always appear on 
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail 
or mailed communication to the editor 
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 
is published every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc. One year out of town 
subscriptions are available at $45, out 
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission 
of news material, letters to the editor 
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Editorial 
Policy

VIEWPOINTS

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Wilbraham-Hampden 

Times welcomes readers to 
participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to 
the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent 
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed 
to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
krivers@turley.com. Please include 
a daytime telephone number for 
verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered 
for that Thursday’s newspaper. 
No attack letters will be printed. 
No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy 
will be printed. If the volume of 
letters received is larger than the 
space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, 
the newspaper reserves the right 
to print a representative sample. 
No endorsement letters will be 
printed in the last edition before the 
election. 

For more information, call the 
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election 

coverage, the newspaper plans to 
print stories about contested races 
for Congress, state Senate, state 
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well 
as a question-and-answer voters 
guide. In order to ensure fairness 
to all candidates, no political press 
releases will be printed, nor will 
reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to 
further publicize their candidacy, 
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid 
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden 
Times.

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters
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Dear Rusty: 
Maybe everybody has 

the same reaction that I do 
to Social Security insol-
vency. 

I do not understand a 
system that has been basi-
cally run like a Ponzi Scam 
since its inception; why 
have you decided (in 2026-
2027) that now is the time 
to change a perfectly good 
Ponzi Scam. 

In all reality, this be-
gan with Babylon. I’m 
sure that if you searched 
the meaning of the words 
“Babylonian money mag-
ic,” you would understand 
what I’m talking about. 

If this is as good as the 
Earth has, why would you 
mess with a perfectly rot-
ten thing. Why would you 
decide to change curren-
cies to some sort of fragile 
digital currency? 

Signed: Skeptical 
Senior 

Dear Skeptical Senior: 
You touch on an item 

that the Association of 
Mature American Citizens 
Foundation has dealt with 
many times over the years, 
specifically the notion that 
Social Security has the 
characteristics of a Ponzi 
Scheme. 

Our position in re-
sponse to that notion is 
that Social Security was 
created and operated with 
full transparency with its 
financial status, formu-
las and long-term deficits 
completely and publicly 
documented and reported 
to the President and Con-
gress annually. 

Unlike the infamous 
Charles Ponzi, the gov-
ernment has a perma-
nent pool of contributors 
through mandatory FICA 
and SECA (self-employ-
ment) payroll taxes and is 
designed to remain in op-
eration infinitely as long as 
there’s a taxpaying work-
force. 

Moreover, the Social 
Security system is over-
seen by Congress, specif-
ically the Senate Finance 
Committee and the House 
Ways and Means Commit-
tee, and the Government 
Accountability Office. 
The Social Security Ad-
ministration is subject to 
routine hearings by these 
congressional overseers 
and maintains an indepen-
dent Office of the Inspec-
tor General to ensure the 
integrity of its financial 
operations.

Contrary to Ponzi vic-
tims, all participants re-
tiring from the workforce 
and their dependents re-
cover their Social Security 
contributions via bene-
fit payments, some more 

than others based on their 
level of participation in 
the system. Also, contrary 
to Ponzi Schemes, Social 
Security was designed as 
a social insurance system 
and has operated success-
fully in that mode for over 
nine decades. 

What raises the notion 
of a Ponzi Scheme com-
parison these days is the 
looming insolvency fac-
ing Social Security just 
six years from now. This 
financial problem, howev-
er, has nothing to do with 
fraud. 

Rather, it is a function 
of workforce demograph-
ics and the fact that Con-
gress has long deferred 
corrective action on a 
problem that has been 
known for the past four 
decades. 

We sometimes hear 
well intended, but some-
times uninformed com-
ments from some Wash-
ington politicians invoking 
the Ponzi Scheme refer-
ence, but we believe that 
Congress is finally waking 
up to the urgency. 

And we also believe 
Congress is now starting 
to move seriously to set 
a course for correction in 
time to ward off the im-
pact of insolvency. AMAC 
is proud to be a part of the 
collective thinking cur-
rently surfacing, and our 
Social Security Guarantee 
is in play as a plan to be 
considered. 

We invite you to review 
our SS reform plan (at 
https://amac.us/social-se-
curity-guarantee) and like-
wise to stay tuned to our 
Social Security Report 
website (https://socialse-
curityreport.org/) where 
we post regular updates on 
a variety of matters per-
taining to Social Security 
and retirement.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other 
governmental entity. This 
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and 
does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Se-
curity advisor for AMAC.  

Why change Social Security now? 
It’s a working ‘Ponzi Scam.’

Late summer is a great 
time to take cuttings of 
summer plants such as 

geranium, fuchsia, and cole-
us.  

Oftentimes planters 
containing these beau-
ties are too big to 
overwinter. Like-
wise, these plants 
may be growing in 
your yard and may-
be you are fearful of 
trying to dig them up 
and move them in-
side before frost hits. 

It’s also fun to root 
herb plants like rosemary or 
mint, so that you can enjoy 
them as seasoning in your fa-
vorite dishes over the winter 
months.

Getting a piece of stem to 
form roots is relatively easy. 
Here are a few tips that will 
guarantee your success.  

First, make sure that the 
plant you are taking the cut-
tings from, called the “stock 
plant,” is insect and dis-
ease-free and well hydrated. 
Plan to take cuttings in the 
morning before the heat of 
the day has a chance to cause 
any wilting.  

A clean, sharp pair of 
scissors or hand pruners is 
the best tool for the job. Cut-
tings can be taken at any time 
during the growing season.  

Spring is also a great time 
to take cuttings of plants that 
you’ve overwintered provid-
ed they are growing well. 

Begin by examining your 
stock plant. Those stems with 
the closest placed nodes are 
the best choice for cutting 
material.  

Nodes are the point on the 
stem from which the leaves 
grow. There is a strong accu-
mulation of hormones is in 
this area; for that reason stem 
cuttings are taken just after a 
node.  

Terminal cuttings, (those 
from the growth tip) three-
four inches long are desir-

able. It is tempting to take 
longer pieces, figuring that 
the end result will be a larger 
plant.  

These are likely to wilt 
before they root or take a very 
long time to root because the 
stems are woodier the further 
down you go.  

Play it safe with stout cut-
tings.

There are all kinds of 
potting mediums in which to 
place the cutting while it is 
grows roots. Ideally it should 
be able to hold enough mois-
ture to keep the cutting turgid 
yet not hold so much that it 
rots the stem.  

Sand, perlite, and soilless 
potting mixes have all been 
used with success. Water is 
not recommended as “wa-
tery roots” will have a harder 
time adapting to potting soil 
later on.  I have had good 
luck rooting cuttings in peat-
based potting mixes that are 
formulated for seed starting.  
Moisten the material well and 
fill your clean container of 
choice up to the top and tamp 
it down.  

Cut only a few cuttings at 
a time so that wilting doesn’t 
occur while you prepare the 
stems for insertion into the 
growing medium. Strip off 
the bottom one-third of leaves 
from the cutting.  

If you wish to shorten the 
amount of time it takes for 
rooting to occur a commer-
cial rooting hormone can be 
used. These come in powder 

or liquid forms. Follow the 
directions on the container.  

I have found that “less 
is more” when using these 
products. When you are ready 
to “stick” the cutting make 

an indentation into the 
growing medium 
with a pencil or 
dibble first- do 

not push in 
with the stem!  

After the 
cutting is in-

serted firm around it 
well so that it stays in 

place. Put the contain-
er, cuttings and all in a 

clear plastic bag and place in 
a shady location. 

The humidity within the 
bag ought to prevent the 
stems from wilting.  

Water well, only about 
once weekly. After a month 
or so roots will begin to form 
on the scented geraniums; 
rosemary may take six weeks 
or more. 

Transplanting into indi-
vidual pots can be done once 
the roots equal or surpass the 
size of the cutting. I like to 
start out with a small pot and 
transplant up a size or two at 
a time as the plant grows. 

The Ware Grange will 
be hosting workshop on 
this timely topic on Friday, 
Sept. 11 at 7 p.m. at the hall 
on Route 9 in Ware. Bring a 
potted plant to share cutting 
material or use a selection of 
plants that I will bring to try 
your luck at this skill.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 31 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
ject line.  

Rooting cuttings is a great way to 
overwinter your favorite plants

Doug Moore of Belcher-
town took this photo of 
an osprey protecting 

its young from a red winged 
blackbird at Lake Wallace on 
July 17.

The osprey, also known as 
the fish hawk has the ability to 
dive into water to catch fish. It 
also has the ability to hover. 

Ospreys are unusual 
among hawks in possessing a 
reversible outer toe that allows 
them to grasp with two toes in 
front and two behind. Barbed 
pads on the soles of the birds’ 
feet help them grip slippery 
fish. When flying with prey, an 
osprey lines up its catch head 
first for less wind resistance.

These hawks are excellent 
anglers. Over several stud-
ies, ospreys caught fish on at 
least one in every four dives 
with success rates sometimes 
as high as 70%. The average 
time they spent hunting before 
making a catch was about 12 
minutes.

The osprey readily builds 
its stick nest on manmade 
structures such as telephone 
poles, channel markers, duck 
blinds and nest platforms de-
signed especially for it. Such 
platforms have become an im-
portant tool in reestablishing 
ospreys in areas where they 
had disappeared. In some ar-
eas nests are placed almost 
exclusively on artificial struc-
tures.

Osprey eggs do not hatch 
all at once. Rather, the first 
chick emerges up to five days 
before the last one. The old-
er hatchling dominates its 
younger siblings and can mo-
nopolize the food brought by 
the parents. 

If food is abundant, chicks 
share meals in relative harmo-
ny; in times of scarcity, young-
er ones may starve to death.

These birds may log more 
than 160,000 migration miles 
during its 15 to 20-year life-
time. Scientists track ospreys 
by strapping lightweight sat-
ellite transmitters to the birds’ 
backs. 

The devices pinpoint an os-
prey’s location to within a few 
hundred yards and last for two 
or three years. During 13 days 
in 2008, one osprey flew 2,700 
miles from Martha’s Vineyard, 

Massachusetts to French Gui-
ana, South America.

The oldest known osprey 
was at least 25 years, two 
months old and lived in Vir-
ginia. It was banded in 1973 
and found in 1998.

Glossy ibis
On July 13 Doug Moore 

saw a glossy ibis at Lake 
Wallace. They expanded their 
range over the past century 
from the southeastern United 
States to include much of east-
ern North America. 

At a distance the glossy 
ibis looks uniformly dark, but 
a closer look in sunlight re-
veals deep maroon, emerald, 
bronze and violet feathers.

Large flock of grackles
I saw a large flock of 

grackles in late August. I did 
not count them, but there were 
at least  50, probably more. 

They flew from one side of 
the road to the other. I stopped 
the car and waited for them to 
safely pass. There were strag-
glers and some flew behind 
the car as well as in front of 
it. Seeing them reminded me 
that the fall migrations are 
happening or at least the birds 
are gathering in flocks to make 
their journeys south. 

Some species of birds trav-
el long distances to their win-
ter habitat. Ospreys are just 
one of many that travel thou-
sands of miles.

People may report a bird 
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or 
texting 774-262-5882.

in my

By Ellenor Downer Photo by Doug Moore

Osprey at nest
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COMMUNITY
BULLETIN BOARD

Readers are encouraged to send in 
medium to high resolution photos 

for this page by e-mail to 
krivers@turley.com or

mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 

WILBRAHAMWILBRAHAM
HAMPDENHAMPDEN

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Send us in
your 

announcements!
Happy Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run 

here free of charge, please keep it 

to less than 50 words.

Please send to krivers@turley.com

Fall In Love With Fall In Love With 
Your New Home!Your New Home!

Heidi Pafumi
Realtor®

(413)
687-4339

Heidip413@gmail.com

Licensed MA & CT

136 Dwight Road
Longmeadow, MA

WFD receives new 
custom fire engine 
This past week, we received our new custom fire engine, 
a significant investment of $1 million, fully funded 
through federal funds, including a $700,000 Assistance to 
Firefighters grant. We want to thank the hard work of the 
department members who wrote the grant and the truck 
committee for their focus on practicality and functionality 
in the design. In the coming week, firefighters will be 
busy training, mounting equipment and loading hoses to 
prepare the engine for service.

St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital

Two eighth-grade mid-
dle school students,  
Zoe Harrigan and 

Claire Lareau, spent an entire 
week of their summer putting 
their time and energy toward 
helping others. They planned 
and held a weeklong bake 
sale, baking fresh treats ev-
ery day and offering an open 

drive-by pre-order for the 
community. 

They worked incredibly 
hard throughout the week and 
were thrilled with the success 
of their fundraiser.

At the end of the sale, they 
made sure that nothing went 
to waste. All of the leftover 
baked goods were brought 

to our local police and fire 
departments as a thank-you 
for everything they do for the 
community.

These girls chose to spend 
their summer doing some-
thing positive and mean-
ingful, and we couldn’t be 
prouder of them.

Local girls give back to supportLocal girls give back to support

Photos and caption courtesy of Wilbraham Fire Department
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lb99¢

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN
ROAST or CHOPS ...................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
9/10/26-9/16/269/10/26-9/16/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN THIGHS TRAY PAK ...........

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SWORDFISH STEAKS ......................USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN CHICKEN OF THE SEA

SHRIMP SCAMPI
GARLIC & BUTTER 10 OZ. .............

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

GEN BAKE POWDERED
DONUT HOLES 14 OZ. TUB .................

$185USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERS 10 LB BAG ........

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$428

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea
$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE TI,ES
lb

$199USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$499

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN AUDIE’S 
PORK CHITTERLINGS CLEANED....... 

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN, RIB END or
LOIN END ROAST ................

USDA INSP. STOREMADE ITALIAN MARINATED

BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST .........
USDA INSP. FROZEN BOURBON BBQ MARINATED

BEEF STEAKHOUSE TIPS ........ lb

lb
$399

$599

79¢
lb

lb

BEEF
SHORT RIBS

BEEF 
STRIP LOIN

$877
lb

$777
lb

$289
lb

$229
lb

 5 LB. 
BAG

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

WHOLE WHOLE 
oror HALF HALF

2/$5

• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957

but I think that my work over 
not the only past couple years, 
my time as being a legislator 
here in the 12th Hampden 
District. Worked very, very 
hard on constituent service 
and really bringing home not 
only funding for the district, 
but good policy—good, sound 
policy—and I think that was 
rewarded and again, I’m very 
grateful and thank you to all 
the residents and I’m just 
looking forward to getting 
back to work.”

On his goals, Puppolo said 
before the next legislative ses-
sion begins, “we still have a 
lot of unfinished business this 

session” including energy, en-
vironmental, economic devel-
opment and healthcare reform 
bills in Conference Commit-
tee that need to be moved for-
ward.

“So, there’s still significant 
pieces of legislation that need 
to get done, which are going 
to have a tremendous, I think, 
mark on moving forward,” 
Puppolo said.

Looking ahead, having 
necessary funding and the 
budget are his biggest priority 
along with work on education, 
transportation, energy and the 
environment.

“I think there’s some sig-
nificant goals that we need 
to look at,” Puppolo said. “In 
addition to some real some 

homegrown stuff, if you will. 
We need to make sure that we 
get the East-West Rail contin-
ued. It’s the farthest progress 
we’ve ever made, but we have 
to make sure we keep that on 
track. We have to make sure 
that continues to hit the time-
frames that we’ve outlined.”

The Roderick Ire-
land Courthouse in 
Springfield, he added, is 
a concern when thinking 
about the whole region.

“It’s not physically 
in my district, but again, 
justice is everywhere, 
so we have to make 
sure that we put forth, 
I think, the best pro-
posal. DCAM has made 
their decision, but there 
still is a lot of questions 

about it. That, at this second, 
isn’t a done deal and we want 
to make sure that project 
doesn’t get delayed wherever 
it may go. Obviously, the site 
is selected, but there’s still 
some issues relative to the 
courthouse.”

Puppolo had this message 
for Lachenmeyer.

“We ran a good campaign. 
I wish him the best of luck in 
his future endeavors,” Puppo-
lo said. 

His message to the sup-
porters and voters was this.

“I just want to say thank 
you. Again, the continued 
confidence and belief in me is 
overwhelming. I’m humbled 
by it and I’m not going to take 
anything for granted. I contin-
ue my hard work and I look 
forward to getting back to pro-
viding top constituent service 
as well as continuing to work, 
bring home continued fund-
ing and policy initiatives that 
are critically important to the 
12th Hampden District—and 
really, the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts at large—but 
in particular the 12th Hamp-
den District to make sure that 
we get the resources that we 
need and deserve and I will 
continue to stand tall for all 
the residents and to be their 
voice in Boston,” Puppolo 
said. “I continue to be hum-
bled by that, I appreciate their 
vote of confidence and I won’t 
let them down.”

Lachenmeyer reflects 
Lachenmeyer said he was 

very proud of his campaign.
“I was a first-time can-

didate. I think we built quite 
a strong movement. We 
brought together people from 
all across the region to work 
on this campaign and we got 
endorsements from some 
very prominent, powerful or-
ganizations like the UTA and 
UAW. We ran an issues-based 
campaign that was focused 
on the themes of transpar-
ency, affordability and ac-
countability,” Lachenmeyer 
said. “My opinion, politics 
is really the work of a single 
cycle. Change takes a lot of 
time. There’s many examples 
of politicians who have lost 
and then they gone on to win. 
I want my supporters, espe-
cially, to not feel discouraged, 
but rather to take hope from 
this race.”

He noted how the race 
was unprecedented, as the last 
time Puppolo had an oppo-
nent in a primary was in 2006.

“Definitely demonstrated 
the difference between what 
it’s like in times where he’s 
not being contested versus 

where he feels pressure and 
I think that juxtaposition is 
valuable for people,” Lachen-
meyer said. 

On what he’ll do next, 
Lachenmeyer explained he 
hadn’t decided on whether 
he’d run again, but he wants 
to remain involved in politics 
and the community. 

“I never felt as alive in 
my working life as I’ve felt 
on this campaign trail. I have 
no regrets about running, but 
I also think that, right now, 
we need people who are 
working to make systemic 
change, and obviously, that’s 
what I was trying to do, but 
you look at the results from 
across the state and every 
single incumbent basically 
wins. I think it’s a little bit 
bigger than me, at least, like, 
this individual race,” Lachen-
meyer said. “All that to say, 
I’m open to all opportunities 
related to nonprofit work, 
union organizing, community 
organizing. There’s plenty of 
issues-based campaigns that 
need good people.”

Lachenmeyer’s message 
to Puppolo was this, which he 
had shared on his Facebook 
page last Tuesday night.

“Congratulations on your 
victory. I hope that you will 
make good decisions on be-
half of our community in the 
coming years. Should we run 
against each other again, I’m 
also hoping for a debate,” 
Lachenmeyer said. 

Also this.
“I just hope that he does 

not take his position or this 
community for granted be-
cause we do need a represen-
tative who is very passionate 
and energetic and working to 
create the changes that peo-
ple need to see in their lives,” 
Lachenmeyer said. 

For his supporters and the 
voters, the message was this.

“I don’t want people to 
despair. I want them to have 
hope and to take from this 
that it’s possible to change the 
world,” Lachenmeyer said. “I 
believe strongly in competi-
tion. I encourage people to 
remain involved. I think that’s 
the worst thing that people 
can do in this kind of situa-
tion is disengage. Don’t dis-
engage, don’t give up hope, 
keep working and fighting for 
change because it is possible.”

PUPPOLO from page 1

Rep. Angelo 
Puppolo Jr.

Michael 
Lachenmeyer

chandelier graced the ceiling 
of the church. It finally got 
electrified in 1926 when elec-
tricity was installed there by a 
class of the Springfield Voca-
tional School.

The Sociables
Aside from the church 

suppers the folks of Glendale 
often held what they called, 
“Sociables”. Edson described 
them as being held sometimes 
by the women of the church 
in their own homes. Quilting 
or sewing bees were held in 
the afternoon, and the men-
folk came to supper after the 
chores were done.

Cake would be served if 
the gathering was held in the 
evening and seasonal refresh-
ments served. After the en-
tertainment a collector asked 
each one for ten cents. Edson 
wrote, “There usually were 
games, like, “Black Art”, 
“Button-button Who’s Got the 
Button”, “Drop the handker-
chief”, “Copenhagen”, “Roll 
the Trencher” and many other 
old-time amusements.”

Regarding some of those 
games I just mentioned, I have 
no idea how you play them, 
except, maybe: “Button-but-
ton Who’s Got the Button.”

Who attended these So-
ciables? People from differ-
ent sections of Glendale, like 
Silver Street and Colton Hol-
low. They filled the homes to 
overflowing. It was said that 
so many people attended that 
the floors on some started to 
sag and settled.

The hulled corn suppers 
drew a big crowd, said Edson. 
There were also “Mum Socia-
bles” held at the church with 
mimes and shadow pictures. 
If someone mistakenly spoke, 
they had to pay a fine. Other 
Sociables were called a “Writ-

ers Winter Sociable” where 
each event was devoted to a 
particular author.

Organized spelling bees 
were also very popular. Some-
times they became contentious 
when the older generations 
tried to out-spell the col-
lege-educated and, if they did, 
wouldn’t let them forget it!

Edson, who was known as 
a Wilbraham social critic of 
his day, commented, “The sen-
timent of the world broadened, 
so dancing took the place of 
the old-time games and card 
parties were the highest intel-
lectual effort.”

War Comes to Wilbraham
Then, the fabric of Glen-

dale changed: “Suddenly the 

community was snapped out 
of its apathy by World War I,” 
wrote Edson. Strong woman 
and town leader Evanore O. 
Beebe, of the Maplehurst es-
tate on Monson Road, changed 
her focus to work on Red Cross 
projects. She helped form the 
Helping Hand Society, which 
morphed into The Communi-
ty Club. Also, many Glendale 
women joined The Hampden 
County Improvement League.

The Men’s Club was or-
ganized at the church. It was 
very popular, reached out and 
started to compete with other 
communities.

One of their most interest-
ing programs was a presen-
tation of moving pictures of 
the construction of the great 

Quabbin Reservoir, sponsored 
by Massachusetts State Col-
lege.

Revolutionary Moment
We continue to honor our 

country’s birthday, 250 years 
of freedom, each month. Seth 
Stebbins joined Capt. Joseph 
Smith’s Company in Col. Jo-
siah Whitney’s Regiment on 
May 25, 1776 through Au-
gust 1, 1776 for the defense 
of Boston until Nov. 21, 1776. 
He served for 49 days as a cor-
poral.

Stebbins also served on 
board the sloop “Betsey” 
to Falmouth, Casco Bay, 
as guards for cannon being 
shipped. There were three 
Seth Stebbins; one born in 
1739, his brother in 1753, and 
their cousin in 1754.

Sources: “History of Wil-
braham Bicentennial Edition 
1763-1963” edited by Charles 
Merrick; “The History of Wil-
braham, 1731, 1763-1913 by 
Chauncey E. Peck. “Glendale 
Methodist Church” by Hen-
ry Edson. “Military Rolls of 
Outward Commons, Soldiers 
of Wilbraham, Mass. 1730-

1840”.

Editor Emeritus Charlie 
Bennett is a member of the 
Historic Commission and a 
trustee of the Wilbraham Ath-

eneum Society. Readers can 
contact him with comments or 
ideas for the column at cben-
nett4765@charter.net. 

HISTORY from page 1

Joshua L. Brooks, founder of the Big E, and his wife, were 
prominent members of Glendale Methodist Church. (Times file photo)

Town leader Evanore O. Beebe, 
of the Maplehurst estate on 
Monson Road, changed her 
focus to work on Red Cross 
projects during World War I. 
(Times file photo)

Henry Edson (1878-1963) chronicled the happenings that 
went on in Glendale. (Times file photo)

A photo taken in 1913 of the intersection of Monson and 
Glendale Road, at Glendale Methodist Church and across 
from Glendale Cemetery. It was the scene of the town’s 150th 
anniversary celebration. (Photo courtesy Joe and Greg Roberts)
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SOUTH HADLEY – On Saturday, Aug. 29, 
Minnechaug Regional High School girls soccer 
took part in several small scrimmages at South 
Hadley High School. The Falcons are getting ready 
for the regular season, which was scheduled to start 
on Sept. 9 against Westfield. The Falcons will next 
host East Longmeadow at 6:45 p.m. on Friday, 
Sept. 11.

Falcons compete in 
preseason jamboree

Carson Humphries tries to pass ahead of pressure. Katelyn Hoar is closely pursued by a defender.

Emerson Atkin
hustles up the field 

with the ball.
Turley photos by 

David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Paige Holt tries to settle the ball.

Keira Horne 
makes a header.RIGHT: Izzy Usher goes after the loose ball 

looking upfield to make a pass.

WILBRAHAM – Min-
nechaug’s youth field hockey 
program was hard at work last 
week. The youth teams help 
feed Minnechaug’s very suc-
cessful varsity field hockey 
program. Games will be get-
ting underway soon.

Fall preseason Fall preseason 
picks uppicks up

Coaches for Minnechaug’s youth field 
hockey program watch practice last week.

Evelyn Caney sends a pass away.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Parents and players keep and eye on the workout.

Rosie Michel gets ready to 
make a practice hit.

SOUTH HADLEY – On 
Aug. 22 at Beachgrounds 
Park, after trailing earlier in 
the game, the Dirt Dogs came 
back to defeat the Knights 
7-5 to sweep a best-of-three 
game championship series 
to win the Pioneer Valley 
Baseball League’s title for 
2026. This was the first year 
of Pioneer’s merger with the 
Quabbin Valley Baseball 
League. The merger includ-
ed the addition of the Blue 
Jays to bring the league to 
six teams. The Dirt Dogs had 
Pioneers best record of 19-2 
in the regular season and the 
Dirt Dogs went on to win 

five consecutive games in 
the double elimination play-
offs. The Knights went 16-4 
in the regular season and 
were defeated in winner’s 
bracket of the playoffs by the 
Dirt Dogs. They would go on 
to beat the Wolves 2-1 in 11 
innings in the elimination 
final to make it to the cham-
pionship series for a rematch 
with the Dirt Dogs. The Dirt 
Dogs won the championship 
opener 18-4 at Mackenzie 
Stadium in Holyoke on Aug. 
18. Pioneer will have a four-
team fall league for the first 
time, which begins on Sept. 
12.

Dirt Dogs take Pioneer 
Valley championship

Turley photo by Gregory A. Scibelli

Andres Conde delivers a pitch for the Knights.

SEE ADDITIONAL 
PHOTOS ON PAGE 10.
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

WILBRAHAM – Please 
join us for a good cause.

Who: Friends of Wil-
braham Seniors

What: Dine to Donate 
Fundraiser and 50/50 Raf-
fle

Where: Route 20 Bar & 
Grille, 2341 Boston Road, 
Wilbraham

When: Wednesday, 
Sept. 16, 4 to 9 p.m.

Why: To raise money 
to support Friends’ mission 
of providing seniors with 

valuable programs and ser-
vices through the Wilbra-
ham Senior Center.

What Else:Route 20 
Bar & Grille will make a 
generous donation to the 
Friends based on all food 
and beverage purchases! 
(dine in only.) 

No coupon necessary! 
Just stop by and enjoy a 
great meal with family and 
friends!  

For questions, contact 
Kate B. at 413-949-6466.

WILBRAHAM - The Wil-
braham Junior Women’s Club 
is hosting a FREE commu-
nity Fleece Blanket Making 
Event! All are invited to at-
tend and help out!

This community get-to-
gether will be held on Satur-
day, Sept. 19, from 10 a.m. to 
Noon at The Wilbraham Se-
nior Center, 250 Springfield 
Street Wilbraham, MA.

It’s an opportunity to meet 
new people and come togeth-
er to create warmth for those 
in need. No sewing experi-
ence is required and all sup-

plies will be provided.
Bring a friend (or two!), 

lend a hand and make a dif-
ference!

Every blanket made will 
be donated to the children in 
the bereavement program at 
Rick’s Place who have lost 
someone significant in their 
life.

Rick’s Place provides 
compassionate grief support 
to children, teens and their 
families through facilitated 
peer activities, school-based 
programs, and community 
outreach.

Rick’s Place’s vision is 
for children, teens and fami-
lies who are grieving to find 
comfort, develop resilience 
and grow stronger together. 
For more information about 
Rick’s Place, visit their web-
site Ricksplacema.org.

For more information or 
questions about the blanket 
making event, go to Wilbra-
hamJuniorWomens.org or 
contact Cate (413) 244-7447.

 Let’s wrap our communi-
ty in kindness – One blanket 
at a time!

Dine to Donate for Friends 
of Wilbraham Seniors

Wilbraham Junior Women’s Club to host 
Community Fleece Blanket Making Event 

BOSTON - The following 
local residents were named 
to the 2026 spring semester 
dean’s list at Simmons Uni-
versity in Boston.

WILBRAHAM
Kayleigh Kinsman 

and Julia Long
To qualify for dean’s list sta-

tus, undergraduate students 

must obtain a grade point av-
erage of 3.5 or higher, based 
on 12 or more credit hours of 
work in classes using the letter 
grade system.

Dirt Dogs take Pioneer Valley championship

Matt Morin sends a throw to first. Tory Buck takes a swing and fouls off a pitch.

Tom 
Burzynski 
leads off 

first base.

Turley photos by
 Gregory A. Scibelli

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds are 
excited to unveil a stacked 
promotional and theme 
schedule for the 2026-27 
AHL season, marking the 
100th anniversary of profes-
sional hockey in the City of 
Firsts. This year’s promo cal-
endar blends fan-favorite tra-
ditions with new giveaways 
and never-before-seen sur-
prises sure to delight T-Birds 
fans of all ages. 

“As we celebrate the 
100th anniversary of profes-
sional hockey here in Spring-
field, we take immense pride 
in knowing this game has 
been a staple of our commu-
nity for a century—and in 
the atmosphere we’ve cul-
tivated for fans of all ages,” 
said Thunderbirds President 
Nathan Costa. “Our mission 
has always been to create tra-
ditions and marquee nights 
that people look forward 
to year after year—blend-
ing pop culture, meaningful 
community initiatives, and 
inventive, spirited experi-
ences that make every game 
memorable. Thanks to our 
incredible fans, the Thun-
derdome has grown into one 
of the most electric environ-
ments in the league, and that 
passion and deep connection 
to our fanbase continues to 
fuel everything we do.”

Once again this sea-
son, fans should note that 
all Saturday home games 
will kick off with 6:05 p.m. 
puck drops, along with one 

Wednesday night matchup 
on March 10. Paid parking 
will continue to be available 
throughout the season at the 
nearby Convention Center 
CarPark, and The Landing—
the outdoor plaza next to the 
CarPark—will be open and 
activated for select nights 
during the season. Fans 
seeking free parking can still 
take advantage of the MGM 
Springfield garage.

The puck drops on Satur-
day, Oct. 10, with Opening 
Night presented by MGM 
Springfield as the T-Birds 
welcome the Laval Rock-
et to town as head coach 
Steve Ott and captain Chris 
Wagner leads their  squad 
into an exciting new season. 
Ahead of puck drop, fans 
can stop by The Landing for 
the Community Bank N.A. 
season-opening Block Party, 
presented with support from 
the Springfield BID, from 
3:00 to 5:00 p.m., featuring 
live music by Fever, food & 
drink, and plenty of energy 
to launch another unforget-
table season. The T-Birds are 
poised to celebrate an 11th 
consecutive Opening Night 
sellout inside the Thunder-
dome.

In addition to the appear-
ances and themes below, fans 
can expect to see specialty 
jerseys corresponding to the 
following themes: Teddy 
Bear Toss, Heritage Night, 
Ice-O-Topes Night, Pink in 
the Rink, and St. Patrick’s 
Day.

T-Birds announces series 
of promotional themes 

STAFFORD SPRINGS, 
CT – With Stafford Motor 
Speedway approaching its fi-
nal races of the 2026 season, 
drivers are quickly running 
out of time to either establish 
themselves as a championship 
contender, or make a move 
up in the standings before the 
season ends.   Here is a divi-
sion by division breakdown 
of how each of Stafford’s five 
weekly divisions has played 
out thus far in 2026:

SK Modified® Division
Stafford’s premier weekly 

division sees Keith Rocco on 
track to claim a fifth career 
track championship.   A fifth 
SK track title would tie Rocco 
with Bob Potter for the sec-
ond most in Stafford history, 
trailing only the late great Ted 
Christopher with 9 SK titles.

Todd Owen kicked off 
the 2026 season with what 
was his first SK Modified® 
feature win since Sept. 2024.   
Owen, defending SK track 
champion Jon Puleo, and Ty-
ler Chapman all took turns 
holding the SK point lead in 
the early stages of the sea-
son, but Rocco’s consistency 

sees him currently holding 
a 66-point advantage over 
Puleo with Marcello Rufrano 
and Owen tied for third, 86 
points behind.   Rocco took 
the point lead for the first time 
following the July 10 feature 
event and he has not relin-
quished the lead since.  Rocco 
heads into the Sept. 4 Paradi-
so Insurance LM 50 program 
riding a streak of 10 consec-
utive top-8 finishes, but all it 
would take is one bad night 
for Rocco for his comfortable 
66 point margin to disappear.

Late Model Division
Stafford’s Late Model 

division is the tightest cham-
pionship fight going at Staf-
ford with the top-8 drivers 
spread less than 50 points, 
or one race win, apart.   Five 
different drivers have each 
held the Late Model point 
lead at some point during the 
2026 season.   Chris Buffone 
opened the season with a vic-
tory in the NAPA Spring Siz-
zler and after losing the point 
lead to Kevin Gambacorta 
and then Chris Meyer, Buf-
fone was back on top before 
Adam Gray took over the lead 
following the June 12 feature 
event.   Gambacorta would 
swap the lead with both Gray 
and Meyer once more before 
Gray went back into the lead 
following the July 10 feature 
event and he has held the lead 
ever since.   Much like Keith 
Rocco in Stafford’s SK Mod-
ified® division, Gray is rac-
ing for what would be a fifth 
career Late Model track title 
at Stafford.   Meyer goes into 
the final 4 races trailing Gray 
by 10 points, Gambacorta is 
third 24 points behind, Wayne 
Coury, Jr. is fourth, 34 points 
behind, Michael Bennett is 
fifth, 40 points behind, Dar-
rell Keane and Buffone are 
tied for sixth 42 points behind 

and defending track champion 
Paul Varricchio, Jr. is eighth, 
46 points behind.

SK Light Division
Stafford’s SK Light di-

vision has seen its 2026 sea-
son evolve into a story of two 
dominant seasons.  Chris Mat-
thews opened the season with 
a victory in the NAPA Spring 
Sizzler and looked like he 
would have things on cruise 
control as he posted podium 
finishes in the first 7 races 
with 1 win, 5 second place, 
and 1 third place finish among 
those 7 races.  Although Mat-
thews has added 3 more wins 
to his season total since that 
streak, he has also finished 
outside the top-15 five times 
since then and he has fallen to 
4th in the standings, 66 points 
behind Nick Anglace.

Anglace has been the oth-
er hot SK Light driver during 
the 2026 season, racking up 
7 wins over the first 17 races.  
Anglace’s win total trails only 
Ryan Waterman, who has 10 
wins in the Street Stock divi-
sion, for the most feature wins 
at Stafford this season.   For-
mer SK Light champion Tyler 
Barry has quietly kept himself 
in contention for a second 
track title, holding the point 
lead himself for several weeks 
before Anglace took over 
the top spot in the standings.   
Barry has yet to win a race in 
2026, but he is the co-division 
leader with 11 top-5 and 14 
top-10 finishes this season.   
Barry goes into the Sept. 4 
race 20 points behind An-
glace with Daltin McCarthy, 
who scored his first career 
SK Light victory earlier this 
season, sitting third, 42 points 
behind.

Limited Late 
Model Division

Jason Lafayette opened 
the Limited Late Model sea-

son with victory in the NAPA 
Spring Sizzler, which vaulted 
him into the early season point 
lead.   Lafayette would hold 
the point lead until the middle 
of June when Jeremy Lavoie 
took over the top spot.   La-
voie and Lafayette traded the 
point lead several times with 
former track champion Rich 
Hammann also taking the lead 
for a week before Lavoie went 
back to the front, where he re-
mains going into the Sept. 4 
feature event.  Lavoie is seek-
ing what would be his fourth 
career track championship in 
the Limited Late Model divi-
sion and he leads Norm Root, 
III, who is still looking for his 
first win of the 2026 season, 
by 10 points.   Lafayette and 
Hamman are currently tied 
for third in the standings, 28 
points behind Lavoie.

Street Stock Division
The Street Stock division 

has been a one-man wrecking 
crew in 2026 as Ryan Water-
man has absolutely dominated 
the competition.   Waterman 
has amassed 10 wins over 
the first 16 races this season 
to see himself 48 points clear 
of Brent Gleason in second 
place.  Waterman has been so 
dominant this season that he 
has finished 15 of the 16 races 
this season in the top-4 with 
the lone blemish on his record 
a 17th place finish in the July 
31 feature event.  Gleason has 
yet to win this season but he is 
the only driver to have record-
ed a top-10 finish in each of 
the first 16 races.  Jason Ray-
mond is currently third in the 
standings with 3 victories and 
he is 58 points behind Water-
man.   The only other driver 
within 100 points of Water-
man is PJ Evans who is fourth 
in the standings, 96 points be-
hind.

Racing heats up Stafford Motor Speedway

Locals named to Simmons Univervsity Dean’s List

The best of two worlds
Whether you’re a 
digital reader who 
enjoys the ease of 
connecting with us 
online, or a print 
reader that prefers the 
feel of a publication in 
your hands – you can 
interact with many 
of our newspapers 
however you choose.

TO FIND THE CLOSEST PLACE TO PICK UP A COPY OR 
TO READ CURRENT EDITIONS OF THIS PAPER 

visit: www.newspapers.turley.com
12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette • Chicopee Register • Country Journal • The Journal Register 
Quaboag Current • The Register • Sentinel • The Holyoke Sun

Town Reminder • Ware River News • The Wilbraham-Hampden Times



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESSeptember 10, 2026 Page 11

spotlightHOMETOWN
SMALL BUSINESSSMALL BUSINESS

WHERE DANCE 
CONNECTS US ... AND 
LIFELONG FRIENDS 
ARE MADE!

658 CENTER STREET
LUDLOW, MA 01056
413-583-2321

♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥

♥♥

WWW.ALEGRIADANCE.COMWWW.ALEGRIADANCE.COM

Heavenly InspirationsInspirations
Flowers • Gifts 

Collectibles • Gourmet
Ted Metayer, Jr./Ted Metayer III

Owners/Designers

64 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 547-6164 • (888) 248-1901

theodoremetayer@yahoo.com
www.heavenlyinspirationsflowers.com

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR
GREAT SERVICE

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

413-736-5476  •  parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

One Monarch Place
Ste. 200, Springfield

Mon. • Wed. • Fri. 

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm

Sun. closed

Ask about 
special pricing 

for first 
responders

15% OFF 
DRY CLEANING 

when you 
pre-pay!

413-244-1943
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

AAffordable ffordable WWasteaste S Solutionsolutions
Your Hometown Provider for 

Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

NOW
OPEN!

461 Main Street
WILBRAHAM

(across from Village Store Cafe)

Come Come 
Check Us Check Us 

Out!Out!

POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades
New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 • www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,  
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and 

everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

464 Main St.,
Wilbraham

Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm, 
Sat. 9am-1pm

413-279-3222
parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St.
Springfield

Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-6pm, 
Sat. 9am-3pm

413-736-5476

Time to clean 
your coats, quilts 
& comforters!

Get Ready
for Fall

Family owned and 
operated since 1935

Ask about special 
pricing for 

first responders

One Monarch Place
Ste. 200

Springfield
Mon., Wed., Fri.

413-736-5476

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

3 Convenient 
Locations

Fall is better when 
you shop local!

Contact Jordan to 
Advertise Here!
413-283-8293
jconrad@turley.com

like this is important for the 
participants.

“It gives caregivers the op-
portunity to bring their loved 
ones to a safe and welcoming 
place where there is no talk 
about dementia. It is a fun 
environment that strives to 
bring entertainment, exercise, 
and other activities to every-
one in the room. Building 
connections, making friends, 
and getting out of the house 
once a week is important for 
the caregivers and the care 
recipients. Living with de-
mentia and being a caregiver 
for someone with dementia 
comes with a rollercoaster 
of emotions and challenges 
along the way,” Moriarty said. 
“The Memory Café serves as 
a place to leave the challeng-
es and difficulties at the door 
and to just enjoy time together 
and with others who are deal-
ing with similar challenges.

For Arnold, he loves the 
group, calling it “always a 
blast” and everyone is “al-
ways willing to participate 
and having a good time and 
laughing.”

“That’s what it’s all about. 
Having fun,” Arnold said. 

Arnold explained when he 
used to work at Glenmeadow, 
they were told how music 
would help bring folks with 
dementia back. 

“Like they heard a certain 
song, they would go like, ‘Oh, 
I heard that song!’ So even 
doing this, at first they don’t 
remember but once they start 
going they’re like, ‘Oh, I re-
member this!’” Arnold said. 
“I think it’s great because it 
just helps them remember—
just for that moment—it’s a 
great thing.”

Reflecting on his class, 
Arnold shared that he loves 
coming to Hampden and 
his participants later bought 
their own drums to bring with 
them. The next class starts on 
Sept. 11. 

“The people are great. The 
class that I’ve been work-
ing with, we’ve going about 
two and a half, three years 
straight,” Arnold said. “They 
love it. They’re here every 
week and we just have a blast. 

It’s like a family.” 
On what most fulfills 

the HSC about the program, 
Moriarty said this.

“The best part about of-
fering the Memory Café to 
the community is the positive 
feedback we have received 
from participants. The only 
reason we have this café is 
to help those who are deal-
ing with dementia at some 
level. It is great to know that 
this program has had such a 
positive impact on so many 
people over the last 10 years,” 
Moriarty said. 

For Arnold, he loves see-
ing the look on everyone’s 
faces.

“Smiling and laughing, 
having a good time. That’s the 
biggest joy for me. As long as 
they’re having a good time 
and smiling and laughing, 
it’s great. What more could 
you ask for?” Arnold said. 
“It’s great to see when they’re 
laughing and having a good 
time.”

Moriarty encouraged the 
community to check out the 

Memory Café.
“We encourage people to 

try the café to determine if it’s 
a good fit for them. There is 
no charge to attend the pro-
gram and there is no require-
ment that people attend every 
week. Prior to visiting for the 
first time, it is good to reach 
out to Wendy at 566.5588 to 
talk about the program and 
ask any questions about what 
to expect. Everyone is wel-
come,” Moriarty said. “The 
only requirement of the pro-
gram is that the caregiver 
attend the program with the 
care recipient. It is not a drop-
off program, but a place for 
both people to enjoy time to-
gether. In September and Oc-
tober at the café, people will 
enjoy Ukulele and Drumming 
classes, a Rhythm and Motion 
Class and Mindful Move-
ment and a Pumpkin Painting 
Class.”

Arnold’s message was to 
enjoy life and also told the 
senior center to keep up the 
great work that they’re doing 
and he will come by anytime. 

“Enjoy life and have a 

great time and just enjoy your 
loved ones. Don’t let things 
get to you. Sometimes, even 
if it’s just for an hour play-
ing music or whatever you’re 
doing, just to kind of take the 
mind off of things and have a 
good time, go for the gusto,” 
Arnold said. “YOLO, you 
only live once.”

Moriarty’s message was 
this.

“We are so grateful to 
those who came to the cele-
bration and enjoyed the drum-
ming class and lunch with us. 
We also thank the Friends of 
Hampden Senior Citizens 
and several private donors 
who continue to financially 
support and contribute to the 
Memory Café so we can keep 
it going,” Moriarty said. “We 
could not run this program 
without our amazing spon-
sors and volunteers. Special 
thanks to Cathy Albert, who 
is currently on-site every Fri-
day to greet participants and 
assist Wendy with running the 
group. We hope to continue 
this amazing group for years 
to come!” 

MEMORY CAFE
 from page 1

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Attendees and caregivers get into the rhythm and sounds of the drums.

Attendees have fun on the drums.

Christina Vernon reflects on the impact of the Memory Café.
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
2021 QUALITY 

CARGO FOOD TRAILER
25,000 miles, gas, dimensions: 

18’Lx8.5’Hx10.5’W. Previously owned by 
Tony’s Happy Valley Pizza. 
For more information call 

413-289-1211.

ESTATE SALE

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watch-
es, military cameras, sports 
memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, 
advertising, radios, ham radio 
equipment, audio equipment, 
toys, one item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 

Lic. #14960A. 
413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. 

Call John at (413)206-6509. 
MA License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING
HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot 

clearing, perimeter clearing, 
1-5+ acres & stumping. 

Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Over 30 Years Experience.

Offering Senior Citizen 
& Military Discounts

Call 413-279-1050

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN 
SPRINKLERS LLC. 

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices. 

Call 413-279-4122 to set up 
an appointment.

“RANDY and RICKY
Fall Cleanup, 

Call Paul Amherst” 

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HELP WANTED: 
General maintenance. Good pay. 

413-297-1513, Les.

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

The Town of Oakham 
is seeking a dependable individual

to serve as a
 PART-TIME CUSTODIAN 

for the Oakham Town Hall and Library.
Position Details:
• Approximately 5–7 hours per week
• $20.35 per hour
• Responsible for general cleaning and 
custodial duties at the Town Hall 
and Library

Interested candidates should email 
admin@oakham-ma.gov 

for further information and town 
employment application. 

The Town of Oakham is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF WARE JOB OPENING
Part-Time Custodian 

The Town of Ware is seeking applicants for 
the position of custodian. Duties include 
cleaning restrooms, sweeping, vacuuming, 
and mopping floors, cleaning windows, 
taking out trash and restocking supplies. 
Part-time, non-benefited, $17.50 per hour, 
12 hours per week.
Job applications can be found on the Town 
of Ware website https://www.townof-
ware.com under Human Resources, at 
the Ware Town Hall, or e-mail your appli-
cation or resume to resumes@townof-
ware.com. AA/EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________
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DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!
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or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________
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DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 
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MILL POND ESTATES, 
THORNDIKE, MA 01079

Michael Drive. 
Community-wide tag sale,

 9am-4pm,
Sept 12. & Sept. 13,

 rain or shine.

ESTATE SALE

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393
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PUBLIC NOTICES
WILBRAHAM 

BOARD OF APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING

The Wilbraham Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a Public 
Hearing on Thursday, Septem-
ber 17, 2026 starting at 6:00 
PM on the application of Ed’s 
Custom Muffler Shop, LLC for 
a special permit (ZBA26-05) 
under section 3.4.5.16 of the 
Wilbraham Zoning Bylaw to al-
low the construction of vehicle 
repair shop with a gross footprint 
of 5,136 square feet on property 
owned by 2132 Boston Road, 
LLC located at 2132 Boston 
Road as further specified in the 
application on file in the Plan-
ning Office and posted for pub-
lic viewing on the Zoning Board 
of Appeals page of the Town of 
Wilbraham website at www.
wilbraham-ma.gov/135/Zoning-
Board-of-Appeals. This meeting 
will be conducted in person and 
virtually (see meeting agenda for 
details).

Edward Kivari Jr., Chairman
09/03, 09/10/2026

WILBRAHAM 
BOARD OF APPEALS

PUBLIC HEARING
The Wilbraham Zoning Board 

of Appeals will hold a Public 
Hearing on Thursday, Septem-
ber 17, 2026 at 5:30 PM on the 
application of Jessica Lynn Ber-
gen, for a special permit (ZBA26-
03) under section 3.4.5.13 of the 
Wilbraham Zoning By-Law to 
allow the operation of a body art 
establishment (Highly Natural 
Ink, LLC) on property owned by 
Palazzesi Realty, LLC located at 
2141 Boston Road, Unit A-C as 
further specified in the applica-
tion on file in the Planning Office 
and posted for public viewing 
on the Zoning Board of Appeals 
page of the Town of Wilbraham 
website at www.wilbraham-ma.
gov/135/Zoning-Board-of-Ap-
peals. This meeting will be con-
ducted in person and virtually 
(see meeting agenda for details).

Edward Kivari Jr., Chairman
09/03, 09/10/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD26P1874EA

Estate of: 
Bronislawa Jayne Boden

Date of Death: 01/04/2004 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adju-

dication of Intestacy and Ap-
pointment of Personal Repre-
sentative has been filed by Lois 
B Heaphy of Springfield, MA 
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Lois B Heaphy of Springfield, 
MA  be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 09/30/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-

tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: September 01, 2026

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

09/10/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD25P2327PM

CITATION ON GENERAL 
PROBATE PETITION

To all interested persons:
A Petition has been filed by: 

Steven R Mattocks of Wilbra-
ham, MA requesting Petitioner 
Seeks instructions regarding Pe-
titioners duties and responsibli-
ties all as more fully set forth in 
said Petition.

You have the right to obtain a 
copy of the Petition from the Pe-
titioner or at the Court. You have 
a right to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on Septem-
ber 17, 2026.

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to file 
a timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an Affi-
davit of Objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further no-
tice to you. 

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 

Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: August 13, 2026  

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

09/10/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD25P2328PM

CITATION ON GENERAL 
PROBATE PETITION

To all interested persons:
A Petition has been filed by: 

Steven R Mattocks of Wilbra-
ham, MA requesting Petitioner 
Seeks instructions regarding Pe-
titioners duties and responsibli-
ties all as more fully set forth in 
said Petition.

You have the right to obtain a 
copy of the Petition from the Pe-
titioner or at the Court. You have 
a right to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on Septem-
ber 17, 2026.

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to file 
a timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an Affi-
davit of Objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further no-
tice to you. 

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: August 13, 2026  

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

09/10/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 

and Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD25C0309CA
In the matter of: 

William Luis Enrique 
Pramberger 

NOTICE OF PETITION
TO CHANGE NAME

A Petit ion to  Change 
Name of Adult has been filed 
by William Luis Enrique 
Pramberger of Wilbraham, 
MA requesting that the court 
enter a Decree changing their 
name to:

Luis Enrique Toc
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Any person may apppear for 

purposes of objecting to the peti-
tion by filling an appearance at: 
Hampden Probate and Family 
Court before 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 09/21/2026. This is 
NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a 
written apperance if you object 
to this proceeding.

Witness, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court. 
Date: August 24, 2026

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

09/10/2026

Legal Notice
TOWN OF HAMPDEN
Road Resurfacing and 

Related Work 2026
Invitation For Bids

The Hampden Selectboard 
will receive sealed bids for the 
contracts entitled “Road Resur-
facing and Related Work 2026” 
until 1pm on September 21, 
2026, at the Town Hall Select-
board’s Office, 85 Wilbraham 
Road, Hampen, MA 01036, 
where they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. Bids 
must be enclosed in a sealed 
envelope plainly and legibly en-
titled “Road Resurfacing and 
Related Work 2026”. Project 
specifications are available at the 
Town Hall Selectboard’s Office, 
85 Wilbraham Road, Hampden, 
MA 01036. Call (413) 566-2151 
Ext. 100 or email townadmin@
hampdenma.gov.to request a 
package. MaDOT prequalifica-
tion of contractors with the class 

of work as, Pavement- Surfac-
ing, for the project with an esti-
mated value of $692,405.00, will 
be required. The Town of Hamp-
den reserves the right to extend 
the contract for two (2) addition-
al 12-month options.

Valuation for purposes of 
MassDOT Prequalification is 
based on first year times three (3) 
to arrive at an estimated total val-
ue of all bid items. The estimated 
value provided in this Invitation 
to Bid is for one year. Vendors 
are expected to be able to pro-
vide their services over three (3) 
years at three (3) times the initial 
estimated value totaling approxi-
mately $2,077,215.00.

The Town of Hampden re-
serves the right, acting through 
its Selectboard, to reject any or 
all bids, to waive informalities, 
and to advertise for new propos-
als, as deemed in the best interest 
of the Town.

SELECTBOARD
TOWN OF HAMPDEN
John F. Flynn, Chair
Don Davenport
Erik Vanderleeden
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR
Brian Domina

09/03, 09/10/2026

WILBRAHAM 
BOARD OF APPEALS

PUBLIC HEARING
The Wilbraham Zoning Board 

of Appeals will hold a Public 
Hearing on Thursday, Septem-
ber 17, 2026 at 5:45 PM on the 
application of Steven Giroux, 
for a special permit (ZBA26-
04) under section 3.4.5.11 of the 
Wilbraham Zoning By-Law to 
allow the operation of a martial 
arts studio on property owned 
by Breakaway Real Estate, LLC 
located at 1872 Boston Road as 
further specified in the applica-
tion on file in the Planning Office 
and posted for public viewing 
on the Zoning Board of Appeals 
page of the Town of Wilbraham 
website at www.wilbraham-ma.
gov/135/Zoning-Board-of -
Appeals. This meeting will be 
conducted in person and virtually 
(see meeting agenda for details).

Edward Kivari Jr., Chairman
09/03, 09/10/2026

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Purchase a photo that recently ran in 
one of our publications.

Go to newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TurlEy Publications, inc.

Mat Pilates 
at HSC 

HAMPDEN – New pro-
gram: Mat Pilates at the 
Hampden Senior Center!

Come and enjoy a FREE 
demonstration class on 
Wednesday, Sept. 30, from 9 
to 9:45 a.m.

Curious about Pilates? 
This is a welcoming intro-
duction to a low-impact form 
of exercise that focuses on 
building strength, improving 
balance and mobility, and 
moving with greater control 
and confidence. Classes will 
use simple, intentional move-
ments that can be adapted to 
a variety of fitness levels and 
abilities.

Whether you’re complete-
ly new to Pilates or already 
have some experience, this is 
a great opportunity to learn 
the foundations and experi-
ence the benefits of Pilates in 
a supportive environment.

NEW 4-week session 
starting Oct. 14 through Nov. 
4

Cost is $5 per class, paid 
directly to the instructor.

Led by  Alexis Knight, a 
Balanced Body-trained Pi-
lates instructor and co-found-
er of Degree Pilates, a new 
mat Pilates studio opening 
this fall in Wilbraham. De-
gree Pilates will offer mat-
based classes in heated and 
room-temperature settings, 
designed for a range of expe-
rience levels and fitness goals.

Hampden 
Historical 
Society Talk 
Sept. 23

HAMPDEN – The 
Hampden Historical 
Society presents Dana 
Pixley.

He will talk about 
“Emergencies in Hamp-
den on Roadmaps” on 
Sept. 23 at 6:30 p.m. at 
Academy Hall on Main 
Street in Hampden.

Light refreshments 
will be served. All are 
welcome.

Questions, call Lin-
da Krawiec at 566-8447.

Barefoot in the 
Park Auditions

HAMPDEN – Auditions 
are currently going on for the 
Theatre Guild of Hampden’s 
production of “Barefoot in 
the Park.”

The audition dates are 
Sept. 14 and 15 from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. at the Hampden 
Town Hall (Formerly Thorn-
ton Burgess School) on 85 
Wilbraham Road  Hampden, 
MA​​​.

The show dates are March 
5, 6, 7, 12, 13 and 14.

For more info, please call 
Margie at ​(310) 210-6705.

HAMPDEN – The Theatre 
Guild of Hampden will be pre-
senting their fall production of 
“Gypsy: The Musical.”

Gypsy tells the story of the 
dreams and efforts of one hun-
gry, powerhouse of a wom-
an to get her two daughters 
into show business. Gypsy is 
loosely based on the 1957 
memoir of famous striptease 
artist Gypsy Rose Lee, en-
titled “Gypsy: Memoirs of 
America’s Most Celebrated 
Stripper.” 

The memoir and the musi-
cal focus on the story of Gyp-
sy Rose Lee’s mother, Rose, 
and earned Rose a place in the 

theatrical and literary canon as 
the quintessential, archetypal 
“Stage Mother.” 

The musical features songs 
that have become standards of 
the musical theatre canon, in-
cluding “Some People,” “Let 
Me Entertain You,” “Rose’s 
Turn,” and the show-stopping 
“Everything’s Coming Up 
Roses”. 

Gypsy is famous for help-
ing launch lyricist Stephen 
Sondheim’s career, and fea-
tures a book by Arthur Lau-
rents that is widely considered 
to be one of the classic ex-
amples of a traditional “book 
musical.” At the heart of the 

musical is the gregarious 
Rose, whose journey made 
critic Frank Rich call Gypsy, 
“Broadway’s own brassy, un-
likely answer to King Lear.”

Tickets go on sale Sept. 1.
The shows dates are Oct. 

16, 17, 18, 23, 24 and 25.
The shows will be at the 

Hampden Town Hall, (For-
merly Thornton Burgess 
School), 85 Wilbraham Road  
Hampden, MA​​​.

The showtimes are Friday 
and Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and 
Sunday Matinees at 2 p.m.

To purchase your tickets, 
visit theatreguildofhampden.
org.

HAMPDEN - Hampden’s 
Old Town House Committee 
has been studying the possi-
ble reuse of the now vacant 
Hampden Town House locat-
ed at 625 Main Street, Hamp-
den, MA. As part of that 
study process, the Commit-
tee has conducted a survey 
of residents, held a public 
information forum, held pub-
lic meetings, and researched 
possible alternative uses.  The 
next phase is to issue a for-

mal Request for Information. 
The purpose of the Request 
for Information is to gath-
er information from quali-
fied developers, institutions, 
nonprofit organizations, and 
other partners interested in 
purchasing, leasing, or part-
nering with the Town on the 
reuse of the property. 

The Old Town House 
served the Town of Hampden 
for many years as a school, 
town offices, library, and 

community meeting place. In 
2025, the Town Offices, town 
library and parks and recre-
ation departments moved into 
the vacant former Thornton 
Burgess School to provide 
better service for Hampden’s 
residents.

The Old Town House 
Study Committee believes 
the building’s impressive fa-
cade, location on Main Street 
Hampden, the economic po-
tential and desirability of be-

ing located in Hampden pro-
vide a unique opportunity for 
the right interested party with 
a vision for the future.

Therefore, the Town of 
Hampden is seeking informa-
tion and conceptual proposals 
from qualified organizations, 
institutions, developers, non-
profit entities, educational 
providers, recreation op-
erators, and public-private 
partners regarding potential 
adaptive reuse, redevelop-

ment, lease, partnership, and/
or purchase opportunities in-
volving the former Hampden 
Town House and property at 
625 Main Street Hampden.

The Request for Informa-
tion can be downloaded from 
the Town’s website at www.
hampdenma.gov. Interested 
parties should complete and 
submit an Expression of In-
terest to the Town on or be-
fore September 21, 2026.

Request of information announcement from Town of Hampden

Theatre Guild of Hampden presents ‘Gypsy: The Musical’

wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com
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LOCAL.
FAMILY-OWNED.

IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.

OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES

D E S I G N
B U I L D
L I V E

T H E
K I T C H E N   &

B A T H  C O .

BELCHERTOWN  n  WESTFIELD  n  ADAMS

413-485-7335 413-417-8787 413-417-8800 866-463-6261

D E S I G N
B U I L D
L I V E

T H E

K I T C H E N   &

B A T H  C O .

Your kitchen is where life happens—where recipes are shared and memories 
are made. As the Pioneer Valley’s leader in Kitchen Design, we don’t just 
swap cabinets; we reimagine your space. From custom layouts to our  
in-house countertop fabrication, we ensure your kitchen is as functional as 
it is beautiful.

The Social Centerpiece


