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An antique treasure-
trove was demolished 
to make way for the 
school in 1962

By Charles F. Bennett
Times Editor Emeritus

While looking 
through some news 
clippings from the 
daily newspaper, the 
Springfield Morning 
Union, of a Septem-
ber 1962 issue I came 
across a news article 
written by my moth-
er, Ethel Bennett, the 
newspaper’s Wilbra-
ham reporter. The sto-
ry noted that a Main Street land-
mark was to be razed to make 

way for an elementary school. (I 
couldn’t determine the specific 
date that it ran but I know it ran 
in September of that year.)

Later the new 12-room 
school would be named The 
Mile Tree School with the funds 
to build it authorized by a special 
town meeting. It wasn’t the first 
Mile Tree School, which was 

the little schoolhouse 
across from the famous 
Mile Tree on the cor-
ner of Tinkham Road 
and Main Street (After 
World War II it was 
the American Legion 
Post and now is the 
Children’s Museum.) 
But the new building 
approved by the vot-
ers in 1962 because 
the growing town had 

increased its enrollment, would 
become the second Mile Tree 

School, which today is active 
and doing well near the entrance 
of Minnechaug.

Headlined “Landmark to Be 
Razed” the Morning Union sto-
ry was actually a small history 
lesson about an historic house, 
owned by the Herman Heiden 
Family,  built in Wilbraham 
in 1742 and the site of the first 
lending library in the Connecti-
cut Valley.

Treasure Trove Demolished
The Heidens owned a large 

dairy farm on Main Street and 
sold their land to the town to 
make way for Minnechaug Re-
gional High School which sits 
on the Heiden’s former corn 
field. I remember they owned a 
large tract of land full of field 
corn that they grew and stored 
in a silo next to the barn where 
the cows were milked. The corn 

was grown to feed their produc-
ing milk cattle. The Heiden farm 

scene was right out of Currier & 
Ives.

The first Minnechaug build-
ing opened its doors to 366 stu-
dents in ninth, tenth and elev-
enth grades on Sept. 9, 1959. 
My class of 1961 was the first 
class to graduate and as I write 
this, we are planning a reunion 
this month at the Country Club 
of Wilbraham combined with the 
classes of 1962 and 1963. We 
call ourselves “The Minnechaug 
Originals”. (Check us out on 
Facebook)

Our classes selected the 
school colors, founded the 
school newspaper “The Smoke 
Signal” started the yearbook 
“The Falcon” had a state cham-
pionship gymnastic team and 
generally got the school off to a 
good start.

The second Minnechaug 

The collapse 
happened on Aug. 22. 

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM -- The Red 
Bridge Hydro Plant on Red 
Bridge Road experienced a 
building collapse and fire on 
Aug. 22 that is now under inves-
tigation. 

The power plant, locat-
ed over the Chicopee River, is 
owned by Patriot Hydro, an af-
filiate of LS Power and private 
entity. The building is not owned 
by the town. 

Building Inspector John 
Walsh explained that “a good 
size portion” of the building col-
lapsed and fell into the riverbed, 
with the cause undetermined. 

No one was inside the building 
at the time. 

“The fire department got 
the call first because there was 

smoke in the area and at that 
point, they didn’t know what 
it was so they responded, and 

The meeting 
took place at the 
Wilbraham Police 
Department 

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM -- Quorums 
of five Select Boards and Town 
Councils came together on Aug. 
29 for a regional government 
meeting discussing varying top-
ics affecting the region. 

The quorums included the 
Wilbraham Select Board, Hamp-
den Select Board, Longmeadow 
Select Board, Monson Select 
Board and the East Longmead-
ow Town Council. 

Additionally, Bruce Adams 
and Cheryl Spinks from State 

Rep. Angelo Puppolo’s office 
(D-Springfield) were in atten-
dance. 

Other state legislators were 
unable to attend. 

Regional Dispatch

Regional Communications 
Director at Central Dispatch, 
Anthony Gentile, explained 
how Wilbraham and Hampden 
merged three years ago and “so 
far it’s been great for both com-
munities.”

“Both communities have 
seen an increase in services and 
faster services. Later last year, 
Belchertown approached us, re-
questing to see if they could join 
the Wilbraham Regional Center 
and, actually, last week, they 
signed their letter of attestation 

Select Boards and Councils 
gather for regional 
government meeting

The latest on the Red Bridge Hydro 
Plant building collapse 

A close-up of the damage after the collapse and fire at the Red Bridge Hydro Plant on Red Bridge 
Road on Aug. 22. The investigation into the cause of the collapse and fire is ongoing. 

Turley photos by Marcelo Gusmao
A full shot of the Red Bridge Hydro Plant on 5 Red Bridge Rd. 
which experienced a building collapse and small fire on Aug. 22. 

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
A wide shot of quorums of the Wilbraham Select Board, Hampden 
Select Board, East Longmeadow Town Council, Longmeadow Select 
Board, Monson Select Board and Ludlow Select Board and two 
representatives from State Rep. Angelo Puppolo’s office (D-Springfield) 
discussing issues affecting the region during the Aug. 29 Regional 
Government Meeting at the Wilbraham Police Department. 

HISTORICAL WILBRAHAM

Mile Tree School is the site of 1742 landmark

(Times file photo) 
Portion of news article in 1962 
Springfield Morning Union. 

Please see COLLAPSE, page 4 Please see REGIONAL, page 5

Please see HISTORICAL, page 10

Charles F. Bennett
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Evening & Weekend
Appointments Available!

Pumping • Installation • Title 5 Inspections • Perc Tests
SEWER PUMP REPAIRS • FULLY INSURED • FAMILY OWNED

Evening & Weekend Appointments Available!

                                   566-2916

HAMPDEN SEPTIC
Time To Get 
Your Septic 
Pumped, 
Call To 

Book Now!
WE ARE A LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS

WE’RE STILL TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS!

St. Mary’s Hampden
Religious Education Classes

Returning this Fall. 

Help your child 
grow in their faith!

Registration for grades 1-11 is now open.
Classes will meet in person.

Registration forms are available at 
St. Mary’s Parish or on our website at 

www.stmaryshampden.org
For more information or if you are interested in 

volunteering with our program, please contact us by 
email at stmaryhampden@gmail.com 

or call us at 413.566.8843

St. Mary’s Parish
27 Somers Road, Hampden

18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches
Pine • Spruce • Hemlock • Cedar • Red, Black & Brown

Playground • Forest Blend • Topsoil • Seasoned Firewood

‘Dancing with the Stars 
II’ to occur Sept. 30

HAMPDEN -- “Dancing with the Stars II”, a benefit 
for the Theatre Guild of Hampden, will occur on Satur-
day, Sept. 30 at Thornton Burgess Middle School at 85 
Wilbraham Road in Hampden. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
and the show starts at 7 p.m. Enjoy desserts and bever-
ages, a raffle and gift baskets and a fun night for all ages. 

Tickets can be purchased at Lou’s Bagel Nook on 
Somers Road, 413-566-1515, or at Mark Henry Florist 
on Main Street in Indian Orchard, 413-543-4203. The re-
quested donation is $25 for adults and $10 for children 
aged 12 and under.

Theatre Guild of 
Hampden announces 
auditions for ‘Oklahoma’ 

HAMPDEN – The Theatre Guild of Hampden has an-
nounced auditions for Rodgers and Hammerstein’s clas-
sic musical “Oklahoma”.

Audition dates are Monday, Sept. 18 and Tuesday, 
Sept. 19 at 7 p.m. in the Hampden Senior Center on Al-
len Street. The show dates are April 5,6,7, 12, 13, 14, 
19, 20 and 21, 2024 at the Red Barn at Fountain Park on 
Tinkham Road. 

Christopher Rojas and Mark Giza are directors. Tom 
Slowik is the Musical Director and Dina DelBuono is the 
Choreographer. 

For more information, one can reach Giza at 413-
204-5333 or 413-543-4203. 

Polanie Club to hold 
important meeting Sept. 11

LUDLOW — The POLANIE CLUB will hold a very 
important meeting on Monday, Sept. 11, 2023 at 6:30 
p.m. at the Polish American Citizen’s Club 355 East 
Street, Ludlow. MEMBERS PLEASE ATTEND

You’re invited to 
Hampden’s Homecoming! 

HAMPDEN – The Federated Community Church 
on Main Street invites you to bring your chairs, blan-
kets and funny bones on Saturday, Sept. 9 from 5-7 
p.m. for Hampden’s Homecoming. 

A cookout will occur from 5-6 p.m., including 
grilled burgers and dogs, chips, lemonade and make 
your own sundaes. 

The event will feature the Michael Wald Comedy 
Magic Show, fun for all ages. Be part of the show from 
6-7 p.m. 

A ball game will take place between local police 
and fire after the show at Spec Pond in Wilbraham. 

Catie’s Closet is collecting new and gently used 
school clothes for students of all ages. CatiesCloset.
org.

Help fill the bus for kids in need by donating cloth-
ing and toiletries to help pre-K through Grade 12 chil-
dren and their families who are economically and emo-
tionally impacted this school year. 

Most needed items: New and gently used clothing, 
youth styles in sizes 4-20, teen styles in sizes XS-3X. 
T-Shirts, long sleeves, coats, sweaters, sweatshirts, 
sweatpants, pants, shorts, leggings and jeans are being 
sought. 

New full-sized toiletries and youth and teen prod-
ucts. Needed are shampoo, soap, body wash, deodor-
ant, new socks and undies, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
shaving products and feminine products. 

Rick’s Place Golf 
Classic registration 
open

WILBRAHAM - Registration is currently open for 
the Rick’s Place Golf Classic. The Golf Classic will 
be held on Saturday, Sept. 23, at the Country Club of 
Wilbraham. The tournament is open to all golfers and 
is an 18-hole shotgun scramble starting at 12:30 pm. 

The entry fee is $175 per person or $700 per four-
some and includes green fees, cart rental, lunch and 
dinner. We also encourage those who do not golf to 
attend the dinner for $40 per person. There will be a 
raffle and silent auction at the event. Consider becom-
ing a sponsor or purchasing a tee&green sign. 

The Rick’s Place Golf Classic serves as one of our 
primary fundraisers and proceeds will benefit Rick’s 
Place grief support programs for youth and families 
who have had a death loss. We hope to see you there!

To register for the tournament, please visit  rick-
splacema.org.  For more information, contact info@
ricksplacema.org

Established in memory of Rick Thorpe, who died 
in Tower Two of the World Trade Center on 9/11, 
Rick’s Place opened in March 2007.  We are honored 
to offer young people and their families, from all over 
Western MA and Northern CT, our free grief support 
services.

WILBRAHAM — The Wilbra-
ham Public Library’s Teen Adviso-
ry Board announces its first monthly 
meeting of the school year on Mon-
day, Sept. 18 from 4 - 5 p.m. in the 
Brooks Room. TAB helps the Teen 
Librarian design the best programs 
for teens, recommends YA books 
and more for the Teen Loft, and 
makes the library a great place for 
teens. Online registration is required 

on our 
w e b -
site or 

call us at 413-596-6141. Grades 
6 - 12 can sign up, join us and let 
your teen voice be heard! Snacks 
will be served, and the group is al-
ways looking for new members! 
TAB is sponsored by the Wilbraham 
Friends of the Library.

Teens Who Code will have their 
first meeting of the school year on 
Wednesday, Oct. 25 from 3:30-5 
p.m. in the Brooks Room of the li-
brary. Facilitated by Mrs. Christine 
Goonan, this club is looking for new 
members. Grades 6-12 can explore 

project-based coding in a fun and 
friendly environment. Meetings are 
typically once a month in the Brooks 
Room, and all attendees need a lap-
top to join in. Online registration is 
required at  www.wilbrahamlibrary.
org  or call 413-596-6141.  After 
registering, teens will receive more 
info by email. This is a free program 
hosted by the Wilbraham Public Li-
brary.

Library announces teen programming
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• AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE

32 Somers Rd., Hampden • 566-0028128 Main St., Monson • 267-3495

Two Locations:

Please visit our website for an auto,
homeowners, or life insurance quotes

• Great Locations • Registry service
• Quotes gladly given • We make housecalls

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
LOCALLY GROWN!

Locally Grown
BUTTER & SUGARBUTTER & SUGAR

 SWEET CORN SWEET CORN

Locally Field Grown 
TOMATOESTOMATOES $1.99$1.99  lb.  

Boar’s Head Deli 
SPECIALS

September 6 – September 12
BH  Sweet Slice Ham  ........... $10.99/lb

BH  Imported Swiss Cheese  $10.99/lb

Locally Grown 
Hardy Mums
BUDDED & BLOOMINGBUDDED & BLOOMING

9” Pots  $8.99$8.99

Elsie’s Creamery
The Best Homemade Ice Cream
WINNER OF READER RAVES 2024!

DECORATE FOR FALL
Scarecrows, Ghosts, 

Garden Flags
DOOR DÉCOR AND MORE!

                          APPLESAPPLES
 Paula Red, Ginger Gold  Paula Red, Ginger Gold 

      & Early Macs      & Early Macs

New Hours for Creamery Window ServiceNew Hours for Creamery Window Service
Starting September 5th

Open Wednesday through Sunday
Closed Monday & Tuesday

Cider Donuts, 
Gourmet Sandwiches

& Entrees To Go

Favorite 
Fall Colors 

Fresh Sweet CiderFresh Sweet Cider
Red Raspberries, Blackberries,Red Raspberries, Blackberries,
Green Peppers & EggplantGreen Peppers & Eggplant

New Crop

FALL IS FOR PLANTING
Perennial Sedum, 

Coneflower, Rudbeckia
& Ornamental Grasses

       Trees, Shrubs & 
Spring Blooming Bulbs

 

Hardy Asters
Two Gallon Pots

$14.99 $14.99 (Reg. $19.99)
Red, Purple, Pink 

Also, comments and 
questions on pickleball 

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com 

WILBRAHAM — The Select 
Board met with CHA Consulting 
Inc. and the Playground & Recre-
ation Commission on Aug. 28 for a 
presentation on the Parks and Rec-
reation Department’s Memorial 
School Study.

Landscape Architect Michael 
Moonan, Project Architect Karl Lea-
bo and Tom Diehl of CHA Consult-
ing and Brian Hoar from the Play-
ground & Recreation Commission 
led the presentation. 

Moonan explained the study’s 
purpose was “to look at Memorial 
School as a proposed community 
center and what other uses it could 
have” including a gymnasium, meet-
ing/classroom spaces, a teen center 
and a special event space/banquet 
hall. 

“The outcomes of the project was 
that we were basically looking for 
consensus on a proposed plan and 
proposed uses through the commu-
nity engagement and input process,” 
Moonan said. 

Diehl, sharing a PowerPoint via 
GoTo Meeting, said the feedback in-
cluded the need for intergenerational 
programs, the funding and budget, 
clear timelines and plans, analysis 
of the costs for construction and op-
erating the facilities, concerns about 
not enough gym space and the aging 
facility and more. 

“We came up with multiple dif-

ferent options and then through a 
series of meetings determined what 
was everyone’s opinion in the best 
facility, how it would best meet the 
community and it included making 
as many functional spaces as possi-
ble and moving the Parks and Recre-
ation Department up to the school,” 
Diehl said. 

The proposed programs include 
dance and family programs, arts/
theater/music spaces, banquet area, 
wrestling, meeting rooms/flex space, 
the Parks and Recreation office and 
a camp/teen center/youth spaces 
for inside the school, while outside 
would be pickleball, volleyball and 
basketball courts, community gar-
dens, a fitness trail with stations and 
playgrounds or play pods. 

The total estimated building con-
struction--including moderate/light 
and heavy renovations, demolition 
area and new construction--would 
be between $14,012,000 and 
$17,661,500. 

After Chairman Theresa Go-
odrich asked if the report would 
include a new survey and received 
confirmation from Hoar, she shared 
her thoughts. 

“I think it’s above and beyond 
what a lot of people had envisioned 
for that area and that building and 
that space. We’re definitely going 
to need to get the public’s input on 
what’s before us now, because this is 
a really big undertaking should we 
proceed with anything,” Goodrich 
said. 

John Hegarty, a resident, said the 
town approved $300,000 for a rec-
reational complex for pickleball in 
May 2021 for Stony Hill Road but “it 
went nowhere,” explaining his unan-

swered questions about the location 
change. 

Hegarty added the $300,000 went 
back to the taxpayers and was later 
approved again. 

“I’d like to see pickleball courts 
built according to the will of the 
voters of Wilbraham somewhere. 
Whether it’s Spec Pond, whether it’s 
Memorial School, we need to act on 
this and I’ll echo what Brian said 
a little while ago: this needs some 
quick action because this has been 
dragged on way too long,” Hegarty 
said. 

Hoar explained the non-binding 
vote on the $300,000 took place 
during town meeting and Memorial 
School has “been on the radar for 10 
years.”

“We were moving forward with 
the soccer complex because we were 
told that at the Board of Selectmen 
meeting that, ‘Don’t touch Memori-
al. Nothing’s going to be done with 
it.’ Shortly thereafter, we were told 
Memorial’s back on the plate, po-
tentially moving our offices there,” 
Hoar said. 

Sue Bunnell also asked about the 
$300,000.

“If, in fact, it appears that this is 
going to move forward in some way, 
shape or form, is there a way that 
that money--that $300,000--could 
actually get those pickleball courts 
up and running in the place where 
they would need to be given the mas-
ter plan?” Bunnell said. 

Leabo said yes.
The full report can be found at 

https://www.wilbraham-ma.gov/
DocumentCenter/View/5728/Re-
port-Wilbraham-MS-8-23-2023_
Draft. 

Select Board hears presentation on 
Memorial School Study 

WILBRAHAM — Wilbraham 
Cub Scout Pack #177 will hold their 
annual balloon launch and Scout 
year kick-off on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 13 at 6 PM. The event will 
be held on the front lawn of the Wil-
braham United Church, 500 Main 
Street, Wilbraham, Massachusetts.

The event is an opportunity to 
sign up, meet our leaders and current 

scouts. 
T h e r e 
will be 
a bal-
l o o n 

launcher for the kids to have some 
fun with as well! No sign-up pri-
or needed, just show up! Boys and 
girls in grades Kindergarten to five 
can start at any grade level with no 
prior experience needed. We have 
kids from all over, you do not need 
to be from Wilbraham or affiliated 
with the Wilbraham United Church 
to join.

For over 80 years, Cub Scouts 
have been having the time of their 
lives making new friends and learn-
ing new things in an environment 
designed to help them succeed. 
From building their own pinewood 
derby car to learning how to roast 

the perfect marshmallow with their 
best friends at a family campout, 
your child will LOVE being a Cub 
Scout.  The scouting program rein-
forces values like honesty, respect, 
environmental stewardship, cooper-
ation, responsibility, health and fit-
ness, courage, and good citizenship.  
Cub Scouts take field trips to fun 
and exciting places, do community 
service projects, and enjoy the great 
outdoors with hikes and camping.

If you have any questions before-
hand, please call or email Cubmas-
ter Jeff Choinski at 413.658.7145 or 
jchoinski@gmail.com.

Wilbraham Cub Scout Pack 177
Welcomes all to balloon launching and fun
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• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

that’s when they found out about the col-
lapse and then they called me,” Walsh 
said. “So police, fire, conservation were 
all called and responded. (The Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection) was 
also there.” 

In addition to debris, oil drums had 
also fallen into the river.

Walsh explained how much fell in 
would be part of the investigation. 

“We don’t know what kind of oil it 
was,” Walsh said. 

In a statement to the Times, Patriot 
Hydro explained the collapse took place 
around 9 a.m. on Aug. 22 when a section 
of the building collapsed and there was 
no danger to residents. 

“The site, comprised of historic wood-
en and brick structures, is not accessible 
to the public, limiting any immediate dan-
ger to the community. The 4.5 megawatt 
power generation plant was offline at the 
time of the incident and the gates that con-
trol water flow to the powerhouse have 
since been closed. There was no impact 
on local power supply. The powerhouse is 
the building where the power generation 
equipment is located,” they said. 

The statement said the situation is be-
ing assessed by “plant personnel, structur-
al engineering experts, local and state pub-
lic safety and environmental agencies.” 

“Plant personnel promptly notified 
state and federal agencies of the incident 
and will be coordinating stabilization and 
assessment efforts,” they said. 

Walsh did receive updates since the 
collapse, explaining he attended an Aug. 
31 meeting with representatives from the 
hydro plant, their insurance company, the 
fire department and Associated Building 
Wreckers. 

Since the meeting, the river around the 
building is being pumped out, with a tem-
porary dam approximately 600 feet from 

the building 
set up.

“ S o 
they’re pump-
ing the wa-
ter from the 
building so 
that they can 
make an ac-
cess wing 
down to the 
building and 
get some 
heavy equip-

ment down there from Associated Build-
ing Wreckers, so that they can could clear 
the riverbed, first of all, and they’re going 
to start working on the rest of the building 
to remove any parts of the building that are 
unsafe,” Walsh said.

Walsh added there was also a setback 
due to “water coming back to the building” 
even with the temporary dam in place. 

“So at this point, they’re talking about 
making a steel-type dam closer to the 
building to keep the water away from 
them and then be able to get down there 
with the machines and remove all the de-
bris from the riverbed,” Walsh said. 

After the debris is removed, Walsh said 
the engineers can conduct their evaluation. 

The town of Palmer also responded 
to the collapse as the plant is located be-
tween the two towns. 

Town Manager Ryan McNutt said 
the town is not directly involved with the 
reconstruction. As the road hasn’t been 
closed, the impact to local traffic will be 
minimal, but McNutt said he hopes it will 
be reconstructed quickly.

“This is a location that I think a lot of 
folks use for recreation, a lot of folks fish 
down there,” McNutt said.

McNutt added it’s important for aged 
infrastructure in the state to be addressed 
and properly funded. 

“We have a lot of aged infrastructure in 
this commonwealth, and we really need to 
focus on fixing it, because as you can see, 
sometimes it fails,” McNutt said.

Patriot Hydro also provided us with 
the following update on Sept. 1. 

“We continue to work closely with 
state and local public safety and envi-
ronmental agencies, as well as external 
experts, to determine the source and fully 
assess the impact of this incident. Clean-
up is already underway, and we have tak-
en steps to protect against downstream 
impacts, including with the placement of 
booms across the canal. Patriot Hydro is 
committed to safety and the integrity of 
our facilities. We will continue to provide 
updates as the evaluation progresses,” they 
said. 

Walsh asked for patience “to let the 
experts do their job” as they conduct their 
evaluations because “it will take some 
time.”

The access points, he added, are closed 
at this time. 

“I expect them in the next couple of 
weeks to have it secured,” Walsh said. 

More on this story as the investigation 
continues. 

Turley photos by Marcelo Gusmao 
An exterior shot of the Red Bridge Hydro Plant after the building collapse and small 
fire that took place on Aug. 22.

COLLAPSE from page 1

Borden is also the new pastor 
of The First Church in Ludlow 

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM -- Grace Union 
Church on Chapel Street welcomed Pas-
tor Dorothy “Darcy” Borden on Aug. 29 
as their new pastor. 

Borden is also the new pastor of The 
First Church in Ludlow, starting her role 
there on Aug. 28. 

Borden explained she became a pas-
tor when she was called at a young age to 
serve God and her faith.

“All my life I’ve tried to find ways to 
do that and it’s led me to ordained minis-
try. I’ve been ordained now for 15 years 
and I’ve been serving in churches for 24 
years. It’s just been the call of my life. I 
love helping people, so this is what I do,” 
Borden said. 

Borden previously served in churches 
in North Dakota, Pennsylvania, New York 
and Massachusetts, adding how attending 
seminary for ordination brought her back 
to Massachusetts. 

Borden was drawn to First Church and 
Grace Union Church for the people, call-
ing them warm, loving and caring. 

“They do whatever they can to help 
others. I love their sense of purpose 
and what they try to do,” Borden said. 
“They’re just good people and I saw that 
from the get-go and I just thought ‘I want 
to be part of this.’ If I’m able to be part of 
this I want to be a part of this.”

Borden has also served two churches 
previously, saying “It’s more of a chance 
to be of service” to others and her calling.

“It means a lot to me because I have 
done multiple-point charges before,” Bor-
den said. “It means each congregation has 
its own needs and things that are import-
ant to them and try to be there for all.” 

Borden shared what each church of-
fers: for Wilbraham, Barn Sales every 
Friday from 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. and 
the Thrift Shop. For Ludlow, the Victorian 
Tea Room, Drive-Thru Food Collections 
the first Saturday of every month and the 
Hummingbird Shop. 

“I’m a community member of Wilbra-
ham but, also this is my church. I don’t 
live in Ludlow and this is my church. I 
consider both places my sacred home, so 
I want to get to know them and hopefully, 
they get to know me,” Borden said. 

Borden’s goals include reintroducing 
the churches to the community, bringing 
more people in and getting to know the 
people and communities she’s serving. 

“There’s nothing specific but just 
mostly getting to know the community 
both inside the church and outside the 
church and let them know that I’m there 
and our church is there,” Borden said. 

Borden added she will be working at 
Grace Union Church on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays and First Church on Mondays 
and Wednesdays, alternating Sunday ser-
vices for each church. 

“So I get to know the congregations, 
everything. They have in the past been 
two separate services but they’re trying, 
right now, to work together. I think that’s 
wonderful,” Borden said. 

Borden emphasized the opportunity to 
connect with and serve both churches will 
help her get to know more people, both 
individually and as a community. 

“It’s nice. There’s similarities prob-
ably which I’ll find out and there’s dif-
ferences I’ll probably find out, but at the 
core, they're communities of faith and I’m 
here to serve them all,” Borden said. 

Borden wants both communities to 
know she’s ready to hit the ground run-
ning to serve the churches, she and the 
congregation care and “we would love to 
welcome you here, to come visit and see 
what we’re about.” 

“If I can help people get to know 
First Church in Ludlow and Grace Union 
Church in Wilbraham again or for the first 
time, then I know I’ve done something 

worthwhile,” Borden said. 

Pastor Dorothy “Darcy” Borden stands 
outside the main entrance of Grace Union 
Church on Chapel Street in Wilbraham. 
Borden began her service at the church 
on Aug. 29.

Grace Union Church welcomes 
Pastor Dorothy “Darcy” Borden 
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GREAT ON THE GRILL

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHULETA KAN KAN ..........

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...........

USDA INSP. $399
lb

SALE DATES: 9/7/23-9/13/23

$249

lb

USDA INSP. FOZEN

BABY BACK PORK RIBS....$288

USDA INSP. FRESH

BEEF TOP ROUND 
STEAK or ROAST ...................
USDA INSP. FRESH

PERDUE ROASTER CHICKEN

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS .....

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN
21/30 COUNT 

COOKED SHRIMP 2 LB BAG ............. ea

$299
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

HADDOCK FILLETS
BATTERED & BREADED ............

$299

$399
lb

ea

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
BBQ MARINATED BONELESS

PORK BUTT STRIPS ..........
USDA INSP. FRESH

BEEF BRISKET .................

$139
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
TURKEY BREAST .............

$399
lb

$899

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAKS

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

1/2 CHICKEN ....................

$555
lb

lb

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF T-BONE or 

PORTERHOUSE STEAKS

69¢

$249
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

7 LB 
BAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$379
lb

$899
lb

$496
lb

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Public AuctioN
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26TH  at 10:00 A.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

• GRANVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS •

982 Main Road     GRANVILLE, MA
To be Sold on the Premises 

12 ROOM / 5 BEDROOM
2 STORY

CONTEMPORARY STYLE HOME
ON

±18½ ACRES OF LAND
WITH 3-CAR ATTACHED GARAGE

Features:
• 2 Story Contemporary Style Home • ±18½ Acres of Land •
• Total of (12) Rooms w/ (5) Bedrooms & (8½) Bathrooms • 

• ±4,903 S/F of Living Area • Oil Forced Warm Heat • Air Conditioning • 
• Full Basement • Wood Exterior • (2) Fireplaces • Private Well & Septic •

• Zoned: RA • Assessor’s Parcel ID: 0013-0041-0 •
★ 3-Car Attached Garage ★

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney William E. Martin

Martin Law Offices
36 Cliftwood Street, Lenox, MA

Attorney for Mortgagee
Terms of Sale: $5,000.00 Deposit Cash or Certified Funds. 

Deposit to be increased to 10% of Purchase Price within 5 Business Days.
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.

Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale.
Inspection: Saturday, September 23RD from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

1% BROKER INCENTIVE OFFERED!!

Williams Electric
413-320-1124

24 Hours
7 Days A Week

for the state, letting the state know they’re 
committing to regionalizing with the Wil-
braham Regional Communications Cen-
ter,” Gentile said. 

Longmeadow Town Manager Lyn 
Simmons shared she is the Chair of the 
Board of Directors for WestCom Region-
al Dispatch Center, which covers Monson, 
East Longmeadow, Ware and Chicopee. 

Simmons explained if anyone is inter-
ested, a director would attend a board or 
committee meeting and conduct a presen-
tation. 

“We also provide contract dispatch 
services for specialty units through the 
Sheriff’s Department. Been up and run-
ning since December 2019 with Long-
meadow and Chicopee as the lead com-
munities and then the other communities 
have come on board since then. We have 
purchased Salter College off of the Pike. 
It’s currently in the design phase right 
now and is going to be undergoing sub-
stantial renovation and then the doors will 
be wide open to accept as many more 
communities in the Western Mass area as 
are willing to join us,” Simmons said. 

Veteran’s Services
Monson Town Administrator Jennifer 

Wolowicz shared the town’s full-time Vet-
erans Agent departed recently and they 
connected with Wilbraham Town Admin-
istrator Nick Breault to have Jered Sasen, 
director of Veteran’s Services, help them 
out. 

“Our goal is to create a district agree-
ment with Wilbraham and possibly other 
communities if they are willing to do that. 
The Veteran’s Services is a very unique, 
municipal department where you can live 
in any community and go to any commu-
nity to get your services,” Wolowicz said. 

Ludlow Select Board Vice Chairman 
Derek DeBarge said the town opened a 
Veteran’s Center five months earlier.

“Since we’ve opened, we’ve been 
getting veterans from all over the area,” 
DeBarge said. “Actually, just this week, 
started a Regional Veterans Service Rep 
that will be at our center two days a week 
from here on out that will be able to do 
things that our great Veterans Service Di-
rector cannot attend to which is mostly 
out of town veterans needing services.”

Broadband
After Wilbraham Select Board Vice 

Chairman Sue Bunnell provided an over-
view of broadband and answered ques-
tions from Ludlow Town Administrator 
Marc Strange on providing municipal 
broadband and who administers Mobile 
Location Protocol or MLP, Hampden 
Town Administrator Bob Markel shared 
the town is moving in a similar direction 
as Wilbraham, with prior town meetings 
approving the steps. 

Hampden uses Westfield Gas & Elec-
tric, or Whip City Fiber, for their broad-
band. 

“We have received a $250,000 grant 
under the Community Compact Program 
to start off by connecting town buildings 

and the goal is very similar that we’ll be 
connecting, eventually, all residents who 
choose to be connected,” Markel said. 
“The estimate is we need about 50% of 
the residents to take the service in order 
to break even and service our bond which 
will be somewhere in the range of five to 
six million dollars as well to have a cer-
tain surplus to service the system.”

East Longmeadow Town Manager 
Tom Christensen said the town is in a sim-
ilar direction as Hampden.

“What they’ve proposed to us is sort 
of a full service. They do the billing, the 
marketing, construction, bidding, pro-
curement, the whole bit and we charge 
the customer and give them their cut and 
that’s about the extent of our involve-
ment,” Christensen said.

Upon Wolocwicz’s suggestion on re-
gionalizing broadband, Wilbraham Se-
lect Board Chairman Theresa Goodrich 
presented the idea of the town managers 
and administrators meeting to discuss this 
further.

Additionally, the chairs of all boards 
meet once a month to discuss what each 
town is working on. 

“Maybe we can collaborate on some 
things and ultimately save money and ef-
fort and time on projects and get things 
done fast and more efficiently,” Goodrich 
said. “We’re all small towns, we’re all 
very similar demographics. Just kind of 
seems to make sense."

The idea to meet was unanimous. 

Health Services 
Simmons explained the towns of 

Longmeadow, Monson, Hampden and 
Wilbraham are part of the Eastern Hamp-
den Shared Public Health Services, pro-
viding public health services to all the 
communities.

Hampden Selectmen Donald Daven-
port praised its success.

“The important part for us was that we 
were able to keep the fees in the town or 

any other permits that the inspector would 
do the permits we keep the fees, which 
helps offset our portion of the payments, 
so it’s really worked well it’s been great,” 
Davenport said. 

Strange said Ludlow recently signed a 
similar contract with the towns of Warren, 
West Brookfield and Palmer.

“We also get money for admin sup-
port, so what we’ll be able to do is take 
money from admin support and turn any 
part-time admin in our Human Resourc-
es Department into a full-time position 
so that’s going to really help us and I’m 
really looking forward to it,” Strange said. 

Trash Collection
East Longmeadow Town Manager 

Mark Gold was concerned about future 
contract negotiations for trash collec-
tion individually, explaining there was a 
regional approach before and “we had a 
better price for it.” 

“I think we really need to reconsider 
regionalization because I saw how effec-
tive it was back when we did it,” Gold 
said. “I don’t have an answer but we real-
ly ought to consider the strength of nego-
tiating as a group because we have 5,000 
curbside but when we’re together with 
other communities we had like 15, 20 or 
25,000 curbside pickups and that made a 
big difference.” 

Longmeadow Select Board Chair 
Thomas Lachiusa brought 
up composting and organic 
waste, saying “It’s pretty 
heavy stuff” and “Every-
body develops a lot of it.” 

“If we could set up some 
kind of system where, you 
know, compost all this kind 
of organic waste safely, 
it might be something we 
could do in our own com-
munities,” Lachiusa said. 

Crime Statistics
Wolocwicz stressed the importance of 

fighting the opioid crisis in her report. 
“I think from the chief’s point of view, 

I think really that’s where a lot of the fo-
cus should be from your select boards 
and town councils is support your chiefs 
with the fight against the opioids and the 
drugs,” Wolocwicz said. “It’s in every 
community and it’s just really unfortunate 
there’s this underground world that is af-
fecting the quality of life for all of us.” 

Christensen said East Longmeadow 
had traffic and bylaw offenses, followed 
by all other offenses and shoplifting as 
their top items. 

“We haven’t seen any real uptick and 
we’re almost right on par with last year,” 
Christensen said. 

Hampden Select Board Chair John 
Flynn said for them and Wilbraham, car 
break-ins have been the top issue. 

“I think we see a lot of that in social 
media, the warnings ‘don’t leave them 
unattended, don’t leave them open’ and 
even if we don’t leave them open, they’re 
still getting in,” Flynn said. “Other crimes 
there’s barely any other crime in Hamp-
den.” 

School Enrollment
Trends & Budgeting 

Davenport explained how “there’s 
quite a bit of disparity” between the 
Hampden and Wilbraham populations for 
the schools. 

“Right now, we’re looking how to 
reconfigure the school system in order 
to not only get the utilization of school, 
the best-educated schools, but also to do 
something about the disparity of the fund-
ing,” Davenport said. 

Ludlow Select Board Chairman James 
Gennette shared that their district is also 
experiencing a decrease in its student 
population and concerns about “running 
into another budget crisis.”

“But we have a new superintendent of 
schools who is doing a wonderful job, a 
new business manager she’s doing great, 
they’re truly trying to hone in everything 
in the school department, so we’re hop-
ing for some better results this year than 
we’ve had in the past couple of years,” 
Gennette said. 

The meeting concluded with plans for 
future meetings between the boards and 
councils and invitations for state legisla-
tors to attend. 

REGIONAL from page 1

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Wilbraham Select Board Vice Chairman Sue Bunnell provides insight as Wilbraham 
Select Board Clerk Michael Squindo, Wilbraham Select Board Chairman Theresa 
Goodrich, Monson Select Board Member Peter Warren and Monson Select Board Vice 
Chair John Morrell listen during the Aug. 29 Regional Government Meeting at the 
Wilbraham Police Department. 
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Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri-
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to dzbierski@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly 

correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor-
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito-
rial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu-
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hamp-
den TIMES is published ev-
ery Thursday by Turley Pub-
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho-
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos.
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Policy
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dzbierski@turley.com
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TEAM
VIEWPOINTS

I love it when my good friends pose me gar-
dening questions.  

Lots of times I turn the questions into col-
umns.  My friend Jacquie sent a text with a 
question about her cherry tomatoes.  

She was curious if she could eat them even 
though they were cracked.  Alas, I will delve a 
little deeper into this topic.

Tomatoes crack when the inside of the fruit 
expands at a rate that the outer skin can’t sup-
port.  Usually, a soaking rain after a period of 
drought causes this to happen.  

This year we have had pretty constant pre-
cipitation, but the cracking happened anyway.  
As soon as the rain ended a couple days back, 
I went out to the garden and began picking my 
cherry tomatoes.  

Anything that cracked in my hand or when 
I put it into the basket could be used. 

Cracked fruit still on the plant that had 
started to heal over I decided to give to the 
chickens. I didn’t want to risk eating fungus, 
mold or bacteria from fruit flies in the fruit that 
had scabbed over.  

If you don’t have chickens, the fruit is per-
fectly safe to add to the compost pile.

There is little you can do to stop tomatoes 
from cracking. Some people purposely pick 
almost ripe tomatoes prior to a storm, and let 
them finish ripening on the counter.  

You can also pick unripe tomatoes and 
place them in a bag with a ripening banana or 
an apple and the ethylene gas they release will 
induce ripening.  

For this to work, the tomatoes have to feel 
softish and show slight coloration. You can 
also use this trick just prior to the last frost.  

Pick all of your unripe fruit and try it! 
Taste is sacrificed here somewhat - think of 

a grocery store tomato but maybe a step above.  
I usually risk the inevitable cracking after a 
storm because the whole point of growing your 
own tomatoes is to eat them ripened by the sun!  

There are a few varieties that are touted as 
being resistant to cracking. I have never grown 
a cherry tomato, at least in my most recent 
memory, that was truly crack resistant, but I 
am willing to experiment. 

You may wonder what I do with all the to-
matoes I pick.  

After separating out the bad tomatoes, I cut 
the good ones in half, added a splash of olive 
oil, some garlic cloves and slivers of basil and 

set it all in a shallow roasting pan at 375 de-
grees. I moved them around every 20 minutes 
or so, taking the tray out in about an hour, after 
the skins had blistered.  

You can either eat the roasted tomatoes this 
way, as a chunky topping for pasta or pizza or 
blend it into sauce.  Add seasonings to your 
specific taste.  It can be frozen either way.  

Cherry tomatoes are also great dehydrated 
or sun dried.  One summer years ago I sliced 
some and set them on a tray in the greenhouse 
at work.  

The greenhouse was closed up for my an-

nual weed and bug “fry.”  In a matter of two 
days, I had the tastiest little tidbits.  

It’s amazing how all that tomato flavor can 
be so incredibly concentrated in this round 
disk!  I stored them in a zip lock bag in the 
fridge.  

Some people don’t feel it necessary to re-
frigerate sun dried tomatoes, but I wanted to 
be extra cautious since I didn’t use any sort of 
preservative on the fruit.  

Dehydrators are all different.  I think it took 
at least 8 hours for ours to produce that leath-
ery, “done” texture.  

Sun dried tomatoes are a great pizza top-
ping, and can be blended into hummus or other 
savory dishes.  

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 31 years she has 
held the position of staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to pouimette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the subject line.  

What about all the money Congress stole from Social Security?
Dear Rusty 

Is there any way that Congress will vote to 
pay back the Social Security funds they took 
for their stupid reasons, and left IOUs in place 
of the funds? 

Because of the funds they took going back 
many years, we didn’t have any decent Cost 
Of Living Adjustments for a few years. In fact, 
there were I think three to five years that we 
didn’t get any COLA. Please Rusty, can you 
find out if this is true or false? Help us seniors. 

Signed: Resentful Senior

Dear Resentful Senior
I can assure you that I’ve fully investigated 

the allegation that politicians have squandered 
Social Security’s money and found that charge 
to be, simply speaking, a myth. I’ve gone back 
and looked at Social Security revenues and ex-
penses since the government first started col-
lecting FICA payroll taxes in 1937 and found 
that every dollar ever collected for Social Se-
curity has been used only for Social Security 
purposes. Over the years, various claims have 
been made that the money has been used for 
other things, but I’ve researched each of these 
charges and found them all to be false. 

Where the misconception mostly originates 
is that any excess money collected from work-
ing Americans for Social Security is invested 
in “special issue government bonds,” which 
pay interest, as mandated by President Roos-
evelt when Social Security began. As with any 
investment, a financial obligation instrument is 
given in return for dollars received. 

Remember when we used to buy “U.S. 
Savings Bonds?” We’d use our money to buy 
those bonds, hold them and later redeem them 

for a higher amount than we paid. That’s ex-
actly how Social Security contributions have 
always worked – excess money collected from 
working Americans is used to purchase special 
issue government bonds, which are held in re-
serve, earning interest, for future Social Secu-
rity needs. 

These special bonds reside in a Social Se-
curity Trust Fund and, as of the end of 2022, 
were worth about $2.8 trillion. Are these bonds 
“worthless IOUs” as some would claim? Hard-
ly, since they are redeemable as needed to pay 
Social Security benefits. 

Considering that, since 2010, Social Secu-
rity’s income from payroll taxes on American 
workers has been less than needed to cover 
benefits paid out, redemption of bonds held in 
the Trust Fund is the only reason that Social 
Security has been able to continue paying full 
benefits to every beneficiary. The Trust Fund is 
a financial safety net, which is now protecting 
all SS beneficiaries from having their benefits 
cut. 

Problem is, unless Congress acts soon to 
reform Social Security’s financial picture, the 
Trust Fund will be fully depleted in about 2033 
resulting in about a 23% cut in everyone’s 
monthly Social Security benefit. I’m optimis-
tic that will not happen (it would be political 
suicide) and, hopefully, Congress will act soon 
to reform Social Security and restore it to fi-

nancial solvency and avoid a future cut in ev-
eryone’s benefits. 

Regarding Cost of Living Adjustment and 
the lack thereof for several past years, COLA 
is determined by the government’s standard 
inflation measure, the Consumer Price Index 
(CPI). There were several years (2010, 2011, 
and 2016) in which the CPI showed no infla-
tion so, therefore, no COLA increase was giv-
en. 

Last year, due to soaring inflation, every-
one got an 8.7% increase in their Social Se-
curity benefit, but that doesn’t happen every 
year. FYI, the average annual COLA increase 
over the last two decades has been about 2.6%, 
although COLA for each year can be wildly 
different depending on each year’s inflation 
measure. 

In any case, the lack of a COLA increase in 
past years was not a result of any political chi-
canery, it was the result of low inflation during 
those years.  

The Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. This article 
is intended for information purposes and does 
not represent legal or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and interpretations of 
the Association Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the Nation-
al Social Security Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC. 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Cherry tomatoes cracked?  Mine are too
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READERS! 
Send in your pet picture for our “Pet of the Month” and receive 
a free weekend get-away or spa package for your pet courtesy of 
Porter Road Pet Care. Email your photos to:  jwalker@turley.com. 
Please include your name and your pet’s name.

PET PAGEPET PAGE
PET OF THE MONTH

Summertime Group walks in Belchertown 
on Sundays & Socialization-Obedience Groups 
meet Saturdays in Wilbraham. Call for details.

• Private training in your home 
or my Wilbraham facility

• Socialization classes

• Intro to your puppy or new 
rescue training 

• Basic obedience, 
 life and manners training
• Environmental training

•
2400 Boston Road 

Wilbraham 
413-246-0859

AKC Certified

•• Day Care 
• Boarding                         
 Web Cams  
 Air Conditioning
 Large Indoor/
 Outdoor 
 Accommodations
 Playtime Available- 
 fenced in 1/4 acre lot

• SPA Services 
   Available
 Bathing
 Haircuts
 Maincures

141 Porter Road
East Longmeadow MA

413-525-3532

Po
rt

er 
Road Pet Care

Boarding . Day Care .
 Gr

oo

mi
ng

 

Porter Road Pet Care

www.porterroadpetcare.com

Save $5
on Daycare, 
Grooming 

or Boarding 
Services

Limit 1 coupon per pet.
Expires 9.30.23.

Meet Meet 
Leo!Leo!

The Benefits of Letting 
Your Cat Go Outside

Cats are not naturally indoor animals. While 
there are some valid reasons why you may want 
to keep your cat inside, they naturally love the 
outdoors and most of them will take easily to it.
There are benefits to letting your cat go outside. 
These include better health, more mental 
stimulation and more natural living conditions.
Many people do not allow outside access for 
their cats because of the hazards, however, it is 
possible for your kitty to have the best of both 
worlds. 

Healthier Body and Mind
When you keep a cat inside it’s quite hard to 
give it enough exercise and mental stimulation. 
Indoor cats sleep longer than outdoor ones. Even 
providing indoor climbing frames and adventure 
space may not supply enough exercise. This can 
result in health issues, weak muscles and an 
underdeveloped rear end. When a cat is outside it 
naturally moves more for a longer period of time 
and has a larger range of movement.

More Stimulation of Your Cats Mind
Simply being outside will give your cat much 
more stimulation than it would have indoors. All 
the sights, sounds and smells; the insects and 
the birds to look at, all help to stimulate your 
cat’s mind, keep him occupied and tire him out. 
While indoors they can look out of the window 
(and love to do so) they are still separated from 
the activity. There is the added benefit of being 
able to use their sense of smell, which is absent 
when sitting at a closed window.

Limited Outdoor Access
Even with an indoor cat there are ways to allow 
safe outdoor access.  Catios and runs are good 
alternatives. The advantages are that you can 
attach them to your house and your cat can come 
and go as it pleases in safety.  Taking your cat out 
for walks on a harness or lead is another option. 
Not all cats will take to the harness. If you decide 
to try this as an option go slowly and take notice 
of your cats reactions. There are ways to train 
your cat to accept the harness and go for walks.

Meet Leo! He 
turned a year old 
in February.  He 
is a short legged, 
Jack Russe l l .  
H e  i s  v e r y 
photogenic, and 
is very lovable.  
He loves to play 
wi th h is  toys 
and chase birds 
and squirrels in 
the yard. He is 
loved by the Reid 
family!

ELDOTC
East Longmeadow Dog

Obedience Training Club
Classes held at 

546 Main Street, Hampden, MA
Classes held every Monday-Thursday evenings

We Teach You How to Train Your Dog!

Facebook.com/eastlongmeadowdogobedience

Obedience Training - 
Beginner to Utility

For Information or to Register
Call (413) 355-0553

eastlongmeadowdogobedience.com

Do you have a new 
puppy or adopted dog?

Start him off right 
with obedience 

training at ELDOTC!Wilbraham Animal Hospital
2424 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

413.596.8395
wilbrahamanimalhospital.com

East Springfield Veterinary Hospital
525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA
413.739.6389 • esvhospital.com
(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291)

Open Nights & Weekends

WILBRAHAM
Animal Hospital

Andrew R. Hersman, DVM
Lynn Dgetluck, DVM 

William D. Anderson, DVM
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM

Denise Chiminiello, DVM
Leah Guidry, DVM

Madison Harris, DVM
Amy Zander &

 Andrew Hersman, DVM

SPRINGFIELD — Anxiety 
– just about everyone, no mat-
ter what age, experiences the 
uncomfortable feeling at some 
point in their lives.

For kids returning to school, 
changing schools or for first-
time kindergarten students, anxi-
ety on the first day of school isn’t 
a rarity and can often be prevent-
ed.

“First and foremost, parents 
need to manage their own anx-
iety over the separation, or any 
worry about their child’s abil-
ity to handle it,” said Dr. Bruce 
Waslick, chief, Child Psychi-
atry,  Department of Psychia-
try at Baystate Health.

He noted that parents should 
make sure children can handle 
what will be expected of them in 
school, such as managing their 

own clothes when they use the 
bathroom.

For example, children might 
feel more confident if they have 
pants with an elastic waist rather 
than a zipper, and shoes with Vel-
cro rather than laces. In addition, 
make sure your child knows how 
to seek help from adults. Parents 
can help their children practice 
this with other adults such as 
neighbors, librarians, and store 
clerks, and can also role-play 
with their children.

Waslick noted parents should 
exude confidence in their child’s 
ability to handle school and in 
the adults who will be taking 
care of him or her in the class-
room.

“Talk with your child to learn 
if he or she has any concerns 
about going to school. Address 

those concerns and provide re-
assurance by letting them know 
how proud you are. Let them 
know that they are not alone in 
their feelings, that many other 
children are experiencing the 
same concerns as they go to 
school for the first time,” he said. 

Children can benefit from 
meeting their teacher and seeing 
their school beforehand, espe-
cially the classroom, bathroom 
and lunchroom. Some children 
feel less anxious if they can 
bring something special from 
home, like a small stuffed animal 
or even a picture of their parents.           

Additional tips from 
the American Academy of Pedi-
atrics to help your child manage 
the first day of school include:

Point out the positive aspects 
of starting school to help your 

kids look forward to the first day 
of class. Talk about how they 
will see old friends and meet 
new ones, for example.

Find another child in the 
neighborhood your child can 
walk to school or ride with on 
the bus.

If you feel it is needed, even 
though your youngster is a bus 
student, drive your child (or 
walk with them) to school and 
pick them up on the first day. Get 
there early on the first day to cut 
down on unnecessary stress.

And, when it comes time to 
drop your child off at school, 
Waslick said don’t prolong the 
goodbye.

“Tell your child when you 
will return and try not to be a 
minute late,” he said.

When first starting school, 

some children may return to 
problems they had at one time, 
but have since overcome, such 
as sleeping, eating, temper tan-
trums, thumb sucking, and oth-
ers.

“Your child may simply need 
a little extra nurturing to sup-
port them at a time when they 
are stretching the boundaries of 
their independence. However, if 
the problem persists or worsens, 
consider discussing it with your 
child’s pediatrician, who may 
suggest a mental health profes-
sional if needed,” said Waslick. 

For more information if your 
child needs behavioral medicine, 
talk to an intake coordinator at 
Baystate’s confidential intake 
line at 413-794-5555.

Managing separation anxiety on the first day of school 
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Children 
Welcome!

VANGUARD   
DENTAL

1876 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
Our office is conveniently located across from the Friendly’s  

headquarters in Wilbraham on Route 20. Ample Parking!

413-543-2555
www.VanguardDentistry.com

Locally Owned Private Practice

Dr. Yogita 
Kanorwalla
D.M.D.

Free Virtual or In-Office 
Invisalign Consults

Comfortable Dentistry
You Can Trust & Afford
• Same Day Crowns & Dentures
 3D CAD CAM Dentistry
• Dental Implants & Restorations
• Ask About Our Teeth Whitening
 Specials For A Brighter Smile

*Subject to approval. 
Regular Price $2999 and up.

Offer expires 12/31/23.

CLEAR ORTHODONTICS

A Lifetime of Smiles!

Financing Options 
Available!

AS LOW AS 
per month*$99$99

Dr. Hiam Elias
Prosthodontist

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

Gift-Giving information…
Jen Chapin of Wilbraham stops in at the Friends of Wilbraham Seniors Capital Campaign Committee booth to receive gift-giving information from 
Steve Cooper about supporting the new Wilbraham Senior Center at the Bushels of Fun Fest at Fern Valley Farm in Wilbraham on Aug. 27. (Charles F. 
Bennett photo)

Supporting the
new Senior Center…

Wilbraham’s State Rep. Angelo Puppolo 
(D-Springfield) receives information for 

supporting the new Wilbraham Senior Center 
from Capital Campaign Committee member Mary 

Ellen Scott at the Bushels of Fun Fest at Fern 
Valley Farm Aug. 27. (Charles F. Bennett photo)

Readers are encouraged to send 
in medium to high resolution 

photos for this page by e-mail to 
dzbierski@turley.com or mail to 

TIMES, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Please note that if you send 
us a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 

background. Examples:
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain.

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Spreading the 
word…
Active town residents 
Ron and Patty Serra 
(left) of Wilbraham 
receive information 
from Friends of 
Wilbraham Seniors 
Campaign Committee 
volunteer Mary Ellen 
Scott about supporting 
the new Wilbraham 
Senior Center at the 
Bushels of Fun Fest 
at Fern Valley Farm in 
Wilbraham on Aug. 27. 
(Charles F. Bennett photo)

Steve Cooper of the Capital Campaign Committee chats with Co-chair of the Bushels of Fun Fest Co-
Chair Maria Cacela of the Friends of Wilbraham Seniors about supporting the new Wilbraham Senior 
Center at the festival at Fern Valley Farm in Wilbraham on Aug. 27. Not pictured: Chuck Pelouze. 
(Charles F. Bennett photo)

A smiling threesome 
schmoozes at the Friends 
of Wilbraham Seniors 
booth supporting the 
new Wilbraham Senior 
Center at the Bushels of 
Fun Fest at Fern Valley 
Farm in Wilbraham on 
Aug. 27. (Center) John 
Hegarty of the Knights of 
Columbus (left and right) 
Matt Villiamaino and Steve 
Cooper of the Capital 
Campaign Committee. 
(Charles F. Bennett photo)

Smiling 
threesome…
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Children 
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Offer expires 12/31/23.

CLEAR ORTHODONTICS

A Lifetime of Smiles!
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Available!
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per month*$99$99
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Prosthodontist
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Steve Cooper about supporting the new Wilbraham Senior Center at the Bushels of Fun Fest at Fern Valley Farm in Wilbraham on Aug. 27. (Charles F. 
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WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

Community Bulletin Board
Send us in

your announcements!
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, 
please keep it to less than 50 words.
Please send to dzbierski@turley.com

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Greeting the Vice President…
Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary Club president Don Flannery (right) greets the 
club’s new vice president Chris O’Connor at the club’s Aug. 23 meeting at the 
Country Club of Wilbraham. O’Connor explained his role as a financial advisor 
at Edward Jones on Boston Road in Wilbraham. (Submitted photo)
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POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades
New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 • www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,  
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and 

everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

MASSAGE THERAPIST
Lisa Bernardini, LMT
2703 Boston Road
Wilbraham, MA 01095

(413) 222-2147
Now Accepting New Clients
lisabernardini.amtamembers.com Healing Hands

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR
GREAT SERVICE

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm

Sun. closed

2 Convenient 
Locations

413-736-5476  •  parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

Ask about 
special pricing 

for first 
responders

15% OFF 
DRY CLEANING 

when you 
pre-pay!

413-244-1943
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

Affordable Waste SolutionsAffordable Waste Solutions
Your Hometown Provider for 

Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

AAffordable ffordable WWaste aste SSolutionsolutions
You Know Us For Our Great Roll Off Dumpster Service,
Now Let Us Be Your Go To For Front Load Service Too!

We are your hometown neighbors offering great customer 
service, individual attention and quick response time. 

We look forward to serving you! Call Today.

413-244-1943

Roll Off Dumpsters
10, 15, 20 & 30 Yard Sizes

Front Load 
Dumpsters

building was sited west of the original 
building, still sitting on the former Heiden 
Dairy Farmland and barns, and its first 
students entered that building for the first 
time in August of 2012. (For the history of 
Minnechaug see “Wilbraham History and 
Culture Volume IV -1963-2013 edited by 
Joan Paris for the town’s 250th anniversa-
ry. The book is available at the Old Meet-
ing House Museum Gift Shop.)

The 1742 farmhouse was still standing 
in 1962, fronting Main Street by the en-
trance to the new Minnechaug. The white 
farmhouse was a two-story structure and 
looked much the same as the historic 
farmhouse my grandfather owned at the 
Bennett Turkey Farm originally built by 
Deacon Nathaniel Warriner at 599 Main 
St.

The Heiden family had sold the land 
and moved to a dairy farm in Warren. But 
they left behind in their historic farm-
house a treasure trove of built-in antiques 
and lots of stories to be told about the 
house by none-other-than the Heiden’s 
neighbor Charlie Merrick who was 
deemed the town historian and had edit-
ed the “History of Wilbraham” in 1963 in 
time for the town’s bicentennial, its 200th 
birthday. Charlie Merrick had gotten to-
gether with my mother before she wrote 
the 1962 news story and filled her in on 
the history of the building.

What Happened Next?
Since most of our characters in this 

story have passed away now, we have 
to rely on my mother’s news article and 
Charlie Merrick’s former memory to un-
derstand the history of the house. Armed 
with Merrick’s preparation, my mother, 
accompanied by a Morning Union Pho-

tographer and a Wilbraham antique en-
thusiast, Mrs. William E. Dion and her 
daughter, toured the doomed farmhouse 
together with Mr. Heiden that September.

Some of the things they found were an 
antique fancier’s treasure trove. Starting 
in the dining room, they found more or-
nate features there than any of the other 
rooms. They encountered an early-Amer-
ican fireplace intact with ovens for baking 
bread, a built-in corner cupboard bearing 
the same antique paneling in three other 
rooms and decorative designs. Awestruck, 
Mrs. Dion remarked, “It brought us back 
to yesteryear and to ponder over the many 
stories that could be told today (1962)!”

The entrance way to the house was 
particularly admired and pointed out by 
Dion. It had a lower door, raised panels 
and 15 panes of glass when first used. 
Heiden told them the hand-blown glass 
contained bubbles. He then showed them 
a nearby 10-foot plate glass mirror with 
a quarter-inch thickness that filled a wall 
in the staircase to the ceiling, the frame 
of which was built by Heiden’s uncle, the 
late Ludolph Nehring of Florence, Mass. 
He was a well-known craftsman cabinet 
maker. 

The mirror frame was designed to 
blend in with the rest of the house; it had 
a pedestal at the bottom and round crown 
at the top. Wide floorboards measuring 12 
to 15 inches were in evidence in the up-
stairs as well as the first floor except for 
the dining room and kitchen.

The Heidens left behind what was 
described as a 10-sided round, oak desk. 
Also remaining in the house was a five-
foot high headboard bed, clothes that 
were 50 to 60 years old and a pair of 
child’s old-fashioned clamp-on ice skates. 
The hand-hewn beams in the attic stood 
out to the visitors. Heiden pointed out that 
the original mud mortar was intact on the 

old chimney, which had four flues. The 
article quoted Dion: “The room, formerly 
used as a parlor, also had a fireplace to be 
envied by antique admirers as it was de-
signed with a protruding mantel and side 
pillars on a pedestal.”

Provenance of the House
Merrick had told my mother that the 

first owner was probably a Warriner. Capt. 
James Warriner may have lived there, he 
said, but early records were not kept. 
Warriner’s son Solomon, a librarian, is 
credited with establishing and operating 
the first lending library in the house in the 
Connecticut Valley in 1781.

The house was passed down to Solo-
mon’s heirs, then sold to Pynchon Bliss, 
then passed on to Lorenzo Bliss and 
then left to Frederick Merrick who died 
in 1909. The next owners were, in order, 
L. L. Stone, a family called Phinney, fol-
lowed by John Mckeam who sold it to 
Heiden in 1933. After that it was sold to 
the town to make way for Minnechaug.

Assessors’ Assessor
I am passing on to my readers the 

following letter in response to our Times 
April 13 “Historical Wilbraham” column 
about Henry Edson and his job as a town 
assessor.

Dear Charlie:
We have enjoyed your Historical Wil-

braham editorial for years. The article 
“Assessing the Life of an Assessor” was 
especially insightful. As former employ-
ees of the Town of Wilbraham’s Assessing 
Department with over 20 years of com-
bined service, we were compelled to write 
you.

Principal Assessor Manny Silva served 
as the first assessor in-house for the town, 

and not as a member of the board, for 35 
years. He began in 1985 with pen and 
paper measuring and listing every resi-
dential and commercial property in town. 
His hand-drawn field cards can be found 
in many files. Mr. Silva was proficient and 
professional in his field and western Mas-
sachusetts communities would refer to 
him for his expertise.

Manny was president of the Hampden/
Hampshire County Assessiors Associa-
tion, a Realtor, and serves on the Select 
Board of his hometown involving himself 
with all aspects so that he could stay on 
top of the ever-changing assessing world 
and gaining a reputation as a top leader 
in his assessing career.

In reading your column we believe 
credit should be given to the assessor 
Manny Silva. It was an honor to work and 
learn from him,

The historical handwritten valuation 
books you wrote about are in the posses-
sion of the Assessors Department along 
with historical books and documents and 
are quite fascinating to view.

Thank you for your enlightening and 
enjoyable work.

“Tap” Robinson, Wilbraham
Cathy A. Barnes, Monson

Sources: “History of Wilbraham Bicentenni-
al Edition 1763-1963” edited by Charles Merrick; 
Chauncey Peck who wrote “The History of Wilbra-
ham, 1731, 1763-1913. The Springfield Morning 
Union, 1962.

Editor Emeritus Charlie Bennett is a 
member of the Historic Commission and 
a trustee of the Wilbraham Atheneum So-
ciety. Readers can contact him with com-
ments or ideas for the column at cben-
nett4765@charter.net. 

HISTORICAL from page 1
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SPORTS

WILBRAHAM – Last Thurs-
day afternoon, preseason practic-
es continued for teams, includ-

ing Minnechaug Regional boys 
soccer. The Falcons were getting 
prepared for their season opener 

against East Longmeadow. They 
will then face Ludlow on the road 
on Monday, Sept. 11 at 4:30 p.m.

Falcons ready for start of season

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande
The Minnechaug Regional High School boys soccer team practices last Thursday as they continue to 
prepare for the regular season.

Chad Santos and Ryan Atkin go 
over a play with their coach.

Kyle Atkins makes a pass.

Ryan Purchase tries to corral 
the ball.

Brady Suomala plays a ball off 
his chest.

W I L B R A H A M 
– Last week, Min-
nechaug girls volley-
ball finished up prac-
tices as they prepared 
to play their season 
opener against Al-
gonquin early this 
week. The Falcons 
were also scheduled 
to meet Amherst on 
Wednesday. Next, 
Minnechaug takes a 
road trip to Shrews-
bury for a 6:15 p.m. 
game on Monday, 
Sept. 11.

Girls volleyball puts finishing touches on preseasonGirls volleyball puts finishing touches on preseason

Siena Dansereau takes the low hit.

Anna O’Toole gets the bump.

Ava Murray, 
Veera Patel, 
and Siena 
Dansereau 
occupy the front 
line.

Saja Stewart serves the ball away. Anna O’Toole attempts a spike.

Turley photos by
Sofia DiGrande
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Second sight
4. Standard electrode 

potential
7. Type of gibbon
8. John Joseph 

__: American 
industrialist

10. Manning and 
Whitney are two

12. Abrupt
13. Baroque musical 

instrument
14. Post-burning 

residue
16. When you hope to 

arrive
17. Sign up (Brit. 

Eng.)
19. Sun up in New 

York
20. Employee stock 

ownership plan
21. Where people live
25. Method to record 

an electrogram
26. Angry
27. No longer living
29. Simple
30. Swiss river
31. Portion of a play
32. It’s under the tree
39. Wood sorrels
41. No (Scottish)
42. Dialect of English
43. Former Steelers’ 

QB
44. Popular beer
45. It can make you 

sick
46. Tropical tree and 

fruit
48. Company officer
49. Contact lens term
50. Your 

consciousness of 
your own identity

51. “Ghetto 
Superstar” singer

52. Piece of turf

CLUES DOWN
1. Number of players 

on each side in a 
football game

2. Containing salt
3. Reasoning or 

knowledge: a __
4. Car mechanics 

group
5. Leave a place
6. Southern 

Colombian 
capital

8. Old English letter
9. Tide
11. Walk heavily
14. Chemical 

compound (abbr.)
15. Artificial 

openings
18. Luteinizing 

hormone
19. Unit of energy
20. Circular 

movement of 

water
22. A way of holding
23. Popular book of 

words (abbr.)
24. States’ group
27. Dashes
28. Body part
29. Electronic 

countermeasures
31. Consumed
32. Small bird
33. Unhappy
34. Football’s big 

game (abbr.)
35. Valued object 

offered in good 
faith

36. Wild goats
37. Precede in place
38. Small edible fish
39. Notice of death
40. Body cavity of a 

metazoan
44. Partner to cheese
47. Not around

WORCESTER  – The  Worcester 
Railers Hockey Club  (@RailersHC), 
proud  ECHL  (@ECHL) affiliate of 
the New York Islanders  (@NYIslanders) 
is pleased to welcome David Aitken to the 
front office staff as the Vice President of 
Tickets & Corporate Partnerships.

“David has a proven track record of 
driving revenue in minor league sports,” 
said Railers HC President, Stephanie Ra-
mey. “He has been a direct contributor 
of significant AHL ticket sales growth in 
both Rochester and Cleveland and will 
bring new ideas to enhance the Railers 
experience for fans and sponsors.”

Aitken will oversee all revenue chan-
nels for the Railers and will help further 
develop the ticket sales and corporate 
sponsorships departments. Most recently, 
Aitken spent nearly five years as the Di-
rector of Ticket Sales with the Rochester 
Americans (AHL) and Rochester Knight-
hawks (NLL), as part of Pegula Sports 
and Entertainment, the parent company of 
the Buffalo Sabres and Buffalo Bills. His 
responsibilities included strategy, budget-
ing, and personnel.

Under Aitken’s leadership, the Amerks 
achieved their highest season ticket num-
bers and ticket sales revenue in the fran-
chise’s 67-year history. The Amerks 
concluded the 2023 Calder Cup Playoffs 
with the highest attendance for the AHL 
clubs playing more than one home playoff 
game, which featured three of six home 
games with a sell-out crowd of 10,662 at 
their venue.

Prior to his time in Rochester,  Ait-

ken  spent eight seasons with the Cleve-
land Monsters (AHL) as part of the Cleve-
land Cavaliers (NBA) organization. His 
position with the team was Sr. Manager 
of Business Development where he led all 
new business ticket sales efforts, as well 
as managed a senior level team of ticket 
representatives. During this time, Ait-
ken was also responsible for youth hock-
ey game-day programming and commu-
nity outreach efforts for six seasons and 
was instrumental in the founding of the 
Monsters’ “Grow the Game” and Learn to 
Play initiatives in Northeast Ohio.

Aitken’s tenure in Cleveland was high-
lighted by placing among the AHL’s top 
10 in group sales for five seasons and gen-
erated the most group sales in franchise 
history at that time in the 2015-16 season. 
He was also part of the 2016 Calder Cup 
champion Lake Erie Monsters staff which 
won the AHL’s President’s Award for 
Business Team of the Year.

Aitken is originally from Chester-
town, NY in the Lake George region, and 
is relocating to Worcester with his wife 
Colleen, and their three daughters, Leah, 
Emma, and Olivia. His start date with the 
Railers is Monday, July 24.

The  Worcester Railers HC 2023-24 
Opening Weekend at the DCU Center is 
Saturday, Oct. 21 and Sunday, Oct. 22 vs. 
the Adirondack Thunder & Trois-Rivieres 
Lions. Season memberships,  mini-plans, 
and group packages for the 2023-24 sea-
son are on sale now by calling the Railers 
front office at 508-365-1750 or by visit-
ing RailersHC.com.

Railers name new VP

Pioneers cap season with Festa match

LUDLOW – After another season with a playoff ap-
pearance in the USL-2 League, the Western Mass. Pio-
neers got together one last time for the annual Friendly 
Festa game on Sunday afternoon. The exhibition has 
been happening for the past several years during the 
town’s Festa celebration.

Monson’s Connor Hicks receives a pass and makes his 
way up the field.

Max Robbins looks to catch up with the ball.

Kyle Tomas winds up for a long kick.

Noah Rivera stops the ball.

Goalie Al Albano sends the 
ball up the field.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com
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Saint Cecilia Women’s 
Club to hold first 
meeting of new club 
year Sept. 12

WILBRAHAM -- The Saint Cecilia 
Women’s Club’s first meeting of the new 
club year will be Tuesday evening, Sept. 
12. The evening will begin at 5:30 p.m. 
with Mass followed by a Membership 
Tea in the Parish Center.  All members 
of the parish are invited and welcome!! 
Past presidents and members celebrating 
a significant club anniversary will be rec-
ognized. Please join us and bring a guest!  

‘Halfway to St. Patrick’s 
Day’ Grab & Go Dinner

HAMPDEN – Join the Hampden Se-
nior Center on Allen Street as it celebrates 
its “Halfway to St. Patrick’s Day” Grab & 
Go Dinner on Sunday, Sept. 17. Pick up is 
from 2-2:30 p.m. 

Pick a delicious Gran & Go meal of 
Corned Beef and Cabbage complete with 
Rye Bread and Dessert. 

All proceeds from this event will ben-
efit the Senior Center Building Fund. 

All are welcome. $10 per meal. 
Pre-registration and payment required. 
Call 566-5588. 

The senior center thanks its gen-
erous sponsors: Byron Keenan Funer-
al Home & Cremation Tribute Center, 
Brodeur-Campbell Fence Company and 
Monson Savings Bank.

Griffin’s Friends to host 
first ever Fun Color 
Run/Walk to support 
local families

AGAWAM -- Griffin’s Friends Chil-
dren’s Cancer Fund is inviting the public 
to participate in the first-ever Color for the 
Kids Run/Walk, aimed at providing es-
sential support to local families impacted 
by cancer. For 25 years, Griffin’s Friends 
has been helping local families who have 
a child receiving cancer care at Baystate 
Children’s Hospital. 

Griffin’s Friends was founded in 1994 
and is named after Griffin D. Kelleher, 
who died from cancer after just 14 months 
of life. Since then, the Kelleher family 
has honored his memory by helping other 
families battling childhood cancer.

The Griffin’s Friends Color for the 
Kids Run/Walk is scheduled to take place 
on Saturday, Sept. 16, 2023, at Agawam 
High School. The event will kick off with 
a vibrant burst of color at 11 a.m., with 
registration and check-in starting at 10 
a.m. Participants and non-runners are in-
vited to stay after the race to enjoy music, 
food, and entertainment. 

This unique experience is open to 
all age groups, offering a two-mile col-
or-filled course that perfect for both run-
ner and walkers. Each registration, priced 
at $25 for students, and $35 for adults, 
includes a commemorative T-shirt and 
protective sunglasses, ensuring partici-
pants look stylish while contributing to a 
worthy cause. 

To secure your spot and be a part of 
this unforgettable day, register now at  
www.GriffinsFriends.com. 

‘Fall into Fun’ Card & 
Game Party & Luncheon 
to occur

WILBRAHAM -- The Wilbraham 
Women’s Club is holding its annual “Fall 
Into Fun” Card & Game Party & Lun-
cheon on Thursday, Sept. 28, at the St. 
Cecilia Parish Center, 42 Main St., Wil-
braham.  

Check-in begins at 11:30 a.m. with 
lunch served at noon. There will also be a 
raffle for cash prizes.  

The donation is $8, and proceeds are 
used for the club’s scholarships and other 
charitable endeavors. Please bring friends 
and join us for a delicious luncheon and 
play any game of your choice.  For reser-
vations, please call Sue Agnew, 596-9480.  

50th Reunion for 
Minnechaug Class of 
1973

WILBRAHAM -- The Minnechaug 
Regional High School Class of 1973 will 
commemorate their 50th reunion with a 
four-day, event-filled celebration from 
Thursday, Oct. 12, through Sunday, Oct. 
15, 2023.

The October 2023 reunion will offer a 
wide array of options to celebrate and re-
connect with classmates and the commu-
nity, including a tour of the “new” Min-
nechaug, a trivia contest, gatherings at 
craft breweries, hikes, golf, a Falcon foot-
ball game and tailgate and a dinner-dance 
at the Country Club of Wilbraham.

To give back to our communities and 
schools and to inspire the next generation 
of scientists, our class has established 
a fund to honor our classmate Dr. Jan-
ice E. Voss, a NASA astronaut who flew 
five shuttle missions in space before she 
passed away in 2012. Through this fund, 
the class of 1973 will donate STEM-re-
lated books for the libraries in the Wil-
braham and Hampden schools, send one 
nine-to-eleven-year-old student to Space 
Camp in Huntsville, AL, and create a 
$2,500 annual scholarship to be awarded 
to a graduating Minnechaug senior from 
Wilbraham or Hampden with plans to 
study for a career in STEM.

Organizers hope that all members of 
the class family will know that they are 
invited to attend this reunion. We experi-
enced years together in the Hampden-Wil-
braham school system, so we welcome 
others who may have been part of our ed-
ucational journey, including teachers and 
friends whose time at Minnechaug over-
lapped with ours. If you know someone 
from the Minnechaug Class of 1973 (they 
would have been born in 1954 or 1955) or 
would like to know more about the Janice 
Voss Memorial projects, please contact 
Ricardo Perez at perezr9@gmail.com or 
919-757-7679.

Hartsprings Bin to be 
located at senior center 

HAMPDEN – As a reminder, the 
Hartsprings Bin will be located at The 
Hampden Senior Center through the 
Summer and Fall. This bin is a fundraiser 
sponsored by The Friends Of the Hamp-
den Seniors, and items such as clothing, 
shoes, pocketbooks, books, towels, sheets 
and bedspreads or comforters and any 
small kitchen item can be accepted. How-
ever, No BED PILLOWS or FLOOR 
RUGS can be placed in this bin. If you 
have any item that is in a box or large bag 
and does not fit in the bin ‘s door, please 
contact Joan Shea at (413) 566-8224 and 
arrangements will be made to help you. 

Any additional questions in regards to 
an item you have, please feel free to con-
tact Joan. 

Scantic Valley YMCA 
launches Parkinson’s
Total Body Class

WILBRAHAM -- Parkinson’s Total 
Body Class uses interval-style instruction 
for individuals with Parkinson’s disease.  
Meeting twice a week, activities include 
strength, cardio, boxing, cycling, agility, 
flexibility and balance training. This mo-
dality of exercise has been shown to in-
crease neuronal activity, which is usually 
decreased in individuals with Parkinson’s 
disease. Total Body Parkinson’s class is 
an additional benefit of YMCA of Great-
er Springfield membership. Classes are 
also available to the community with a 
non-member fee of $30 per month. This 
program is supported, in part, by a grant 
from the American Parkinson Disease As-
sociation Massachusetts Chapter. 

For more information or to regis-
ter, contact the Scantic Valley YMCA, a 
branch of the YMCA of Greater Spring-
field, at 413.596.2749 x3107. 

Sept. 16 presentation: 
Taking ‘professional’ 
photos with your phone.

HAMPDEN -- Learn how to use your 
smartphone to take photographs of your 
artwork and sculptural work for your 
website or to add to your portfolio. Art-
ist Nan Hurlburt will demonstrate how to 
take photos and show your art to its best 
advantage.

Each participant is allowed two pieces 
to photograph.

Criteria: Paintings, drawings (hanging 
work must NOT be framed), and sculptur-
al work. The finished files will be emailed 
to each participant.

Presentation will be on Saturday, Set. 
16, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Commu-
nity Room at the Hampden Senior Center 
in Hampden.

Contact Sue Superson:  sjsrighter@
aol.com  to sign up and to answer any 
questions. Space is limited. There will be 
a $10 charge.

The Wilbraham Friends 
of the Library Annual 
Art Exhibit Call to Artists 

WILBRAHAM -- The Wilbraham 
Friends of the Library will present  their 
Annual Art Exhibit, taking place at the 
Brooks Room of the  Wilbraham Public 
Library from Oct. 2 to Oct. 29 with a re-
ception  for artists, Friends and the pub-
lic, Saturday, Oct. 14 from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Artists will be able to sell additional 
unframed pieces at the reception. The li-
brary is located at 25 Crane Park Drive, 
Wilbraham.

The show is open for various art me-
dia, and Chairman Mary Bandouveres is   
now welcoming artist’s applications. Re-
spond early at wplartshow@gmail.com to 
insure your spot. Entry deadline is Sep-
tember 22.

The event is free and open to the pub-
lic. This show is always popular and many 
of the artists will have pieces for sale.

The show is sponsored by the Wilbra-
ham Friends of the Library which was   
established in 1973. The Friends of the 
Library fund programs for children, teens, 
and adults, as well as the library’s popular 
Museum  Pass program, furnishings, and 
other library equipment.

For more information, contact the 
Friends at friends@wilbrahamlibrary.org.

Upcoming adult 
programming at the 
Wilbraham Public 
Library

WILBRAHAM – The following 
events will occur in the coming weeks at 
the Wilbraham Public Library at Crane 
Park Drive. 

Cookbook Book Club 
Going Meatless in 
September

The Cookbook Book Club at the Wil-
braham library will meet on Monday, 
Sept. 11 in the Brooks Room at 6:30 pm 
to share vegetarian dishes from the book 
“Vegan Vegetarian Omnivore:  Dinner for 
Everyone at the Table”, by Anna Thomas.  

With dishes inspired by the vibrant 
produce of farmers’ markets and private 
gardens, Vegan Vegetarian Omnivore 
shows us how to navigate a world of 
change and bring all our friends and fami-
ly together at one big, generous table.

Important Political 
Music

Bring your lawn chairs to the library 
for an important outdoor concert given 
by singer-songwriter and jazz musician 
Pamela Means on Tuesday, Sept. 13 at 6 
p.m.  Pamela’s political music has been 
compared to a cross between Suzanne 
Vega and Jimi Hendrix.  Even Neil Young 
has given her positive reviews.  Her per-
formance should be both entertaining and 
informative, and it comes at an important 
time.  Register for this event on the library 
website:  www.wilbrahamlibrary.org.

This program is supported in part by a 
grant from the Wilbraham Cultural Coun-
cil, a local agency which is supported by 
the Mass Cultural Council, a state agency.

Armenian Food Festival 
St. Gregory Armenian Apostolic 

Church will hold its annual Armenian 
Food Festival on Saturday, Sept. 30, from 
noon to 5 p.m. at 135 Goodwin Street, 
Indian Orchard. Visitors are invited to 
enjoy Armenian dinners including shish 
kebab and losh kebab along with rice pi-
laf. Baked goods will be featured such as 
paklava and spinach-cheese pie. 

To place a take-out order or for more 
information, please call the church at 
(413) 543-4763.A

    

Hampden Senior Trips 
HAMPDEN – Below are the upcom-

ing Hampden Senior Trips. For more in-
formation, call Bobbi at 413-566-8271 or 
email bobbijg2@charter.net

Boston’s Duck Boats Tuesday, 
Sept.12:  with lunch @ Maggiano’s Little 
Italy, Duck tour, Quincy Market; $140/
pp. Payment deadline Aug. 29.

Newport Playhouse Thursday, Sept. 
28: All-You-Can-Eat Buffet, Hilarious 
Show ”Ghost of a Chance” & Caba-
ret, NEW LOWER PRICE  $132/pp. Pay-
ment deadline Sept 14.

Atlantic City Tuesday – Thursday, 
Oct. 10 – 12: Caesars Resort Hotel, two 
shows, $50 food & slot bonuses; $295/
pp double, $285/pp triple, $395/pp sin-
gle; $50 deposit due @ sign-up. Payment 
deadline Sept. 8. Cancellation Ins. Avail.

The Aqua Turf Club –  ELVIS ISIN 
THE BUILDING  ! on Wednesday, Nov. 
8; coffee/donuts, free drink, family-style 
lunch, show & door prizes, $119/pp. Pay-
ment deadline Oct. 18.

Events&announcements scheduleannouncements schedule
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

COLLECTOR PAYS CASH
for stamp collections,

large or small. Call Ron for sale or 
evaluation

(413)896-3324

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

!!!!!SEASONED!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

TAG SALE
SUPER SATURDAY TAG SALE!!! 
SEPTEMBER 9TH,  9:00-4:00 
DOWNSIZING, HOUSEHOLD ITEMS 
“PRICED RIGHT”, TOYS, CLOTHES 
SIZES 5-8, 6 PHEASANT RUN 
CIRCLE FEEDING HILLS

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
MG ELECTRICAL SERVICE All 
electrical work, new construction,ad-
ditions,service upgrade, emergency 
generators. Free estimate. Insured/
Licensed. Lic.# 16979-A
Call Mike (413) 896-1346

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References. Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY
FINE STONE MASONRY And all 
masonry repairs and restorations 
including:stonewalls, retainer walls, 
chimneys, foundations, buildings, pool 
surrounds, steps, walks, patios. All ma-
sonry is performed by master mason 
Paul Dowd, Barre, MA
Call 978 257 8237. Email paul-
dowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PAINTING & MORE

Interior painting and small exteri-
or jobs. Chores and odd jobs too! 
Professional and reliable. No job 
too small. Servicing the Wilbraham 
area. Call Tom, 339-832-5682.

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exterior 
and drywall repair. We treat your home 
like our own homes. Fully licensed 
and insured. Call WE DO today for a 
free estimate ask for Mac (413)344-
6883

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090
 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

HORSES
LOVE HORSES? Learn to ride, 
jump, show! Well schooled horses and 
ponies. Qualified instructors. Tiny trot-
ters program. Beginners to advanced 
levels. Jumping. Dressage. Boarding, 
training. Rated horse shows. Outstand-
ing IEA team. Suffield CT (860)874-
8077

HORSE BARN HELP WANTED 
FULL OR PART TIME WEEK-
DAYS SUFFIELD CT (860)874-
8077

MAINTENANCE
20 TO 25 HOURS PER WEEK. 
Experience required in all aspects 
of property maintenance and repair. 
Work includes, but is not limited to: 
snow removal, electrical, plumbing, 
painting, carpentry, and grounds 
keeping. Must be available every 
other week for after hours on call 
emergency maintenance requests. 
Valid driver’s license and clean driv-
ing record. Professional references 
required. Candidates will be subject 
to a Criminal Background check. In-
surance and full state benefits pack-
age available.
Please submit resume to:
WILBRAHAM HOUSING AU-
THORITY, 88 Stony Hill Rd. 
Wilbraham, MA 01095
Deadline for resumes is September 
21, 2023 Equal Opportunity Em-
ployer

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN

FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY
AT NOON

We get results!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESSeptember 7, 2023 Page 15

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS THE 

TRIAL COURT 
HAMPDEN, Div.

Probate & Family Court Dept. 
HD23E0037PP

To  A m b e r l y  M a t t  o f 
Hampden, in the County of 
Hampden, and to all other per-
sons interested. 

A petition has been presented 
to said Court by Jason W. Abeid 
of Indian Orchard, represent-
ing that they hold as tenants in 
common in an undivided part or 
share of land lying in Hampden in 
the County of Hampden, setting 
forth that they desire that all of 
said land may be sold at a pri-
vate sale or public auction for not 
less than Four Hundred Seventy-
Five Thousand ($475,000.00) 
Dollars, and praying that parti-
tion may be made of all the land 
aforesaid according to law, and to 
that end that a commissioner be 
appointed to make such partition 
and be ordered to make sale and 
conveyance of all, or any part of 
said land which the Court finds 
cannot be advantageously divid-
ed either at private sale or public 
auction, and be ordered to distrib-
ute the net proceeds thereof after 
full adjudication of the equitable 

claims contained in said petition 
and supplemental memorandum 
filed with the Court. 

If you desire to object thereto, 
you or your attorney, should file a 
written appearance in said Court 
at Springfield before ten o’clock 
in the forenoon on the seven-
teenth day of October 2023, the 
return day of this citation. 

Witness, BARBARA M. 
HYLAND, Esquire, First Justice 
of said Court, this 17th day of 
August 2023.

Rosemary A. Saccomani, 
Register 

08/31, 09/07, 09/14/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P1853EA
Estate of:

Jeffrey R. Porter
Date of Death: 03/21/2023 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Adjudication of Intestacy 
a n d  Ap p o i n t m e n t  o f 
Personal Representative has 
been filed by Mackenizie J. 
Porter of Springfield, MA 
requesting that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
09/29/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 

may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: September 01, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

09/07/2023

PUBLIC NOTICE
 Pursuant to MA Gen. Law 
Ch.255, Sec. 39A as of 
September 8, 2023 the fol-
lowing motor vehicle will be 
for sale to satisfy a garage 
keepers lien:
E-Ton Moped
VIN: RFZ5BB0C95A003037
Color: Black
LKO: Unknown             

R & S Assoc. Inc.
Wilbraham MA 01095

413-596-4374
08/24, 08/31, 09/07/2023

TOWN OF HAMPDEN 
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING
In accordance with the pro-
visions of the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act, 
(MGL CH 131, S 40), 
it’s implementing regula-
tions (310 CMP 10.00) and 
the Town of Hampden’s 
Wetlands Protection Bylaws, 
the Hampden Conservation 
Commission will hold a pub-
lic hearing on Wednesday, 
September 20, 2023 at 6 
PM at the Town House, 625 
Main Street, Hampden, for a 
Request for Determination 
of Applicability, (RDA), 
submitted by Cheryl Bronner 
for the purpose of removing 

two trees at 167 Sessions Dr., 
Hampden, MA. Additional 
information relat ing to 
this request is on file in the 
Conservation Commission 
office and available for review 
by the public by contacting 
the Commission. Anyone 
interested in or wishing to 
be heard on the request may 
appear at the time and place 
designated.

On Behalf of the 
Conservation Commission,

Judy McKinley-Brewer, Ted 
Zebert, co-chairs

09/07/2023

TOWN OF HAMPDEN 
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING
In accordance with the pro-
visions of the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act, 
(MGL CH 131, S 40), 
it’s implementing regula-
tions (310 CMP 10.00) and 
the Town of Hampden’s 
Wetlands Protection Bylaws, 
the Hampden Conservation 
Commission will hold a pub-
lic hearing on Wednesday, 
September 20, 2023 at 6 
PM at the Town House, 625 
Main Street, Hampden, for a 
Request for Determination 
of Applicability, (RDA), sub-
mitted by Elizabeth Loranth 
for the purpose of tree main-
tenance at 778 Main St 
Hampden, MA. Additional 
information relat ing to 
this request is on file in the 
Conservation Commission 
office and available for review 
by the public by contacting 
the Commission. Anyone 
interested in or wishing to 
be heard on the request may 
appear at the time and place 
designated.

On Behalf of the 

Conservation Commission,
Judy McKinley-Brewer, 

Ted Zebert, 
co-chairs

09/07/2023

TOWN OF HAMPDEN 
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING
In accordance with the pro-
visions of the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act, 
(MGL CH 131, S 40), 
it’s implementing regula-
tions (310 CMP 10.00) and 
the Town of Hampden’s 
Wetlands Protection Bylaws, 
the Hampden Conservation 
Commission will hold a pub-
lic hearing on Wednesday, 
September 20, 2023 at 6 
PM at the Town House, 625 
Main Street, Hampden, for a 
Request for Determination 
of Applicability, (RDA), 
submitted by the Pat Ledoux 
VFW Post 9397, 190 Main 
St, Hampden, MA for the 
purpose of removing and 
replacing the pavilion roof. 
Additional information relat-
ing to this request is on file in 
the Conservation Commission 
office and available for review 
by the public by contacting 
the Commission. Anyone 
interested in or wishing to 
be heard on the request may 
appear at the time and place 
designated.

On Behalf of the 
Conservation Commission,

Judy McKinley-Brewer, 
Ted Zebert, 

co-chairs
09/07/2023

PUBLIC NOTICES

Valley Eye Radio 
seeking a board 
member

SPRINGFIELD -- Are you ready 
to get more involved??

Then you may want to consider 
becoming a board member with Val-
ley Eye Radio.

Why??
Did you know we are the only ac-

cessible local news and information 
broadcasting service in the Pioneer 
Valley for those who can no longer 
read independently? We are dedicat-
ed to making sure that the lives of se-
niors, veterans and others who have 
vision challenges never feel socially 
isolated, vulnerable, or feel like they 
are losing their quality of life because 
they can no longer read.  

Valley Eye Radio, formerly Val-
ley Radio Reading Service, started 
almost 50 years ago when a group 
of dedicated citizens wanted to help 
their family members, friends and 
neighbors who were struggling due 
to eyesight issues. Since that time 
volunteer readers and passionate 
board members have continued what 
that small group started. 

Today, Valley Eye Radio is using 
21st century technology to be more 
accessible than ever, has more finan-
cial resources than ever, and needs 
new community members to join 
our board to help us define what our 
future growth should be for our lis-
teners and the growing numbers of 
people who will need us in the next 
few years.

If you are that person and ready to 
get involved and join us, please con-
tact Executive Director Barbara Loh 
at 413-747-7337 or bploh@valleyey-
eradio.org.

Springfield 
Technical High 
School – Every 
Class Reunion 
Sept. 23

SPRINGFIELD -- The spirit 
and comraderie of Springfield’s 
Tech High School is alive and well, 
as they gear up for another exciting 
reunion on Saturday, Sept. 23 at the 
Elks Lodge #61 at 440 Tiffany St. 
from 3-8 p.m. The reunion is open 
to ALL TECH CLASSES.

An outside barbecue will be 
held rain or shine under the lodge’s 
pavilion and will include hot dogs, 
hamburgers, pulled pork, salads, 
vegan options, dessert and more. 
Cash bar. Free parking and handi-
cap accessible.

A fun-filled afternoon will in-
clude DJ and dancing, cornhole 
and bocce games, raffles and time 
to reminisce with friends over the 
years and make new friends as well.

According to committee chair 
Mike Borecki, “Tech High was a 
great school, and many lifelong 
friendships were forged back then. 
It’s our dream for everyone to have 
fun and to keep the Tech Spirit tra-
dition alive for many years to come. 

Seating is limited and tickets are 
$25 each. All are on a first come, 
first served basis. Open seating. 
For tickets call Mike Borecki ’72 
at 413-351-6572, Margaret McCor-
mick ‘74 at 413-531-4763, Dawn 
Duncan ’71 413-896-3930, or Matt 
Villamaino ’67 at 413-896-2206

Located on Elliot Street in 
Springfield, MA Technical High 
School was founded in 1906 and 
closed in 1986.

BBB Scam Alert: Six scams for 
college students to avoid

College students must spend money on 
tuition payments and school supplies to 
prepare for the new year. However, scam-
mers are taking this opportunity to try to 
steal some of that money through various 
schemes and scams. 

One tactic used to get student's personal 
information is a phishing email that claims 
to be from the school's "Financial Depart-
ment." Messages via text or email may ap-
pear, instructing the student to click on a 
link provided in the email and log in with a 
student username and password. Don't do it; 
doing so could give the username, password, 
or other personal information to scammers 
while possibly downloading malware onto 
the device.

Whether you are starting school away 
from home or have young students who 
may be vulnerable to such scams, BBB rec-
ommends watching out for these financial 
scams before heading into the new semester. 

• Fake credit cards - Offers to apply for 
the first credit card are tempting to many 
students. Not only could this create credit 
problems down the road due to unchecked 
spending, but some deals could be phony 
offers designed to access personal infor-
mation. Research the offers from the credit 
card flyers and the banking institutions be-
fore applying. Review the BBB tip on credit 
card scams. 

• Too good to be true apartments - It's 
hard not to jump on a convenient apartment 
so close to campus, especially if it advertis-
es affordable rent. It's tempting to hand over 
credit card information online to lock in a 
great spot, but it's always worth seeing the 
apartment in person before a money trans-
fer. This also applies to Craigslist and so-
cial media ads appearing to be from other 
students looking for roommates. Read more 
about rental scams.

• ID theft -  It's a good idea to start prac-
ticing healthy money habits, and one such 
habit is regularly checking your credit report 
for unusual activity and possible ID fraud. 
The official government website to do this 
for free is  annualcreditreport.com. Read 
BBB's article on How to know if someone 
stole your identity.

• Scholarship and grant scams  -  Be 
wary of phone calls from companies guar-
anteeing they can help reduce loan pay-
ments or offer a hefty grant. Searching the 
company's name online could bring up 
scam alerts or negative reviews from other 
consumers. Read reviews and complaints 
about the company at BBB.org and contact 
the school's financial aid office for advice 
and help regarding financing your educa-
tion.  Scholarship scams can affect college 
students even after graduation; read our tips 
on scholarship scams. 

• Online shopping scams - Online pur-
chase scams can be especially effective 
when set up through social media platforms 
and apps. BBB has tips for smart shopping 
online and a page dedicated to online shop-
ping tips and scam alerts. 

• Awareness of current scams  -  As 
tech-savvy as current college students can 
be, a surprising number of scams reported 
to  BBB's ScamTracker  are from students 
who learned their lesson too late. Use BBB's 
Scam Tips  to learn the latest scam trends 
and read local reports of specific incidents. 

Read  9 ways for students to avoid ID 
theft on campus.

Contact your local BBB if you are unsure 
of something that could possibly be a scam, 
and report scams to BBB Scam Tracker.
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Put Our Team To Work For You. 4 Local Offices - Global Network

Easy Property Search at LandmarkRE.com
Follow us on facebook.com/LandmarkLortie and instagram.com/landmarkrealtorsma

John Moltenbrey
427-5176

Kathi Calabrese
374-5867

Sandy Wegrzyn
519-1056

Ann Marie Martin
206-1161

Art Ferrara
348-5827

Steve Lortie
427-4122

Ann Paquette
626-6871

Sue Rheaume
478-0671

Dot Lortie
478-1940

Susan Raimer
374-3348

Tom Avezzie
218-7991

Alyssa Rhodes
896-9269

Kathy Esser
348-3803

CAREER IN  REAL ESTATE? Call Us or Visit  Landmark RE.com and Click on Careers 
HIRING ASSOCIATES FOR OFFICES IN: Wilbraham,  

E. Longmeadow, Monson, and Springfield

Nick Ferrara
386-4523

Ask Us For A Highest Price Analysis On Your Home
Relocation Across The Country or Around The World

Sales Positions Available – Licensing Course 
Market Leader -Serving Our Communities Since 1987

Luci Giguere
575-2837

Search LandmarkRE.com For All Listings In Western MA

CALL US FOR DETAILS ON ANY OF THESE PROPERTIES
SINGLE FAMILY LISTINGS

STATUS ADDRESS DESCRIPTION LIST PRICE SOLD PRICE           

ACT 73 Genevieve, Hampden 7 room, 3 bed, 1f 2h bath Colonial $465,900
ACT 37 Dalton St., Wilbraham 6 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath Cape $339,900
ACT 2 Oakland St, Wilbraham 9 room, 5 bed, 2f 1h bath Colonial, Gambrel /Dutch $479,372
PCG 114 Piney, Ludlow 6 room, 2 bed, 1f bath Cottage, Bungalow $310,000
UAG 230 Prospect St., Ludlow 7 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath Bungalow $299,900
UAG 11 Pease Ave., Monson 6 room, 3 bed, 2f bath Colonial $260,000
UAG 39 Shaw St, Palmer 5 room, 3 bed, 2f bath $270,000
UAG 64 Old Farm Rd., Springfield 7 room, 4 bed, 1f 1h bath Ranch $259,900
UAG 50 Slumber Ln., Springfield 5 room, 3 bed, 1f bath Ranch $279,000
UAG 301 Springfield, Wilbraham 7 room, 4 bed, 2f 1h bath Colonial $599,900
SLD 144 Washington Rd., Brimfield 7 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath Cape $214,000 $200,000
SLD 843 Somers Rd., East Longmeadow 6 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath Ranch $289,900 $301,000
SLD 26 Anthony Dr., East Longmeadow 7 room, 4 bed, 2f bath Cape $379,900 $375,000
SLD 20 Martin Rd., Hampden 6 room, 3 bed, 1f bath Ranch $399,900 $375,000
SLD 41 Fernwood Dr., Hampden 8 room, 4 bed, 2f bath Cape $459,900 $425,000
SLD 164 Lyon St., Ludlow 7 room, 3 bed, 2f bath Log $669,900 $669,900
SLD 74 Judith St., Springfield 6 room, 2 bed, 1f 1h bath Ranch $222,500 $260,000
SLD 5 County St., Springfield 6 room, 4 bed, 1f bath Cape $249,000 $265,000
SLD 53 Keith St., Springfield 12 room, 6 bed, 1f 1h bath $299,900 $315,000
SLD 4 Inwood Dr., Wilbraham 8 room, 3 bed, 2f bath Ranch $380,000 $362,000

CONDOMINIUMS LISTINGS
SLD 98 Fuller St., U:32, Ludlow 4 room, 2 bed, 1f bath Garden $219,000 $215,000 
SLD 235 State St., U:305, Springfield 3 room, 1 bed, 1f bath Garden $169,900 $169,900 

LAND LISTINGS
ACT 0 Springhouse Rd., Hampden 0.72 Residential acres (31,531 SqFt) $87,000
ACT 0 Old Reed Rd., lot:6, Monson 8.50 Residential acres (370,260 SqFt) $89,000

Zack Ferrara
205-7789

Dawn Rodgers
478-2605

Linda Alston
246-8616

Maria D’Angelantonio
575-2898

Eileen O’Sullivan
505-9244

Zoe Czaplicki 
519-9224

Ted Jarvis 
335-4015

Shari Lokey 
218-8811

FREE SELLER AND 
BUYER E-GUIDES 

These guides provide valuable 
information to help you start the 

buying and/or seller process.
For your guide - email:

sarahsupport@landmarkre.com 
Ready for an 

in person consultation?
Call any agent listed below for a 
Free, no obligation consultation.

6 CRAFT PIZZA STYLES

4 PAN PIZZA STYLES

NEAPOLITAN CRUST
Typical size and style most common 
for the “wood fired” pizza’s of Italy. 
OUR crust is high temp gas fired 
heat. We added more crispness and 
less super soft doughness.

NEW YORK CRUST
Iconic PIE CUT thin crust round pizza 
served everywhere in New York City. 
SUPER thin with a puffy crumb edge.

NEW HAVEN CRUST
SUPER THIN with a little charr, all the way to the 
edge. An addictive  crispy “Thin Crust” complete 
with that legendary well done, slight char simi-
lar to the Greatest New Haven pizza shops.

MONTANARA “DEEP FRIED” CRUST
The Montanara is a Deep Fried Crust that is making 
its way to the US as pizza lovers discover this rare 
delight. 

BOSTONIAN CRUST
This one is inspired by one of the oldest 
legendary pizzza shops in Boston. At that shop 
they put toppings under the cheese! Then light 
splashes of red sauce on top of the cheese .

GLUTEN FREE CRUST
Casa Pizzeria teamed up with an Artisan Gluten 
Free Crust Bakery to give up one of the finest GF 
think crusts we‘ve ever tasted. 

PIZZERIAPIZZERIA

•	 Did you know Casa Pizzeria won 1st Place 
Best Pizza award for the entire state 
starting out in the SPRING 2018 with the 
MassLive (best of pizza) online poll?

•	 Did you know that pizza globetrotting mega 
celebrity Dave Portnoy from Barstool 
Sports made an exclusive trip to Ludlow 
SPRING 2022 just to try Casa Pizzeria? 
Their score is so high on his “One Bite APP” 
he had to try it for himself, and he gave them 
a huge 7.9 score!

•	 Did you know in the FALL of 2022 Casa Piz-
zeria won 1st Place at PIZZA PASTA EXPO 
Atlantic City, New Jersey (the second largest 
pizza competition in the world!) winning the 
title Best in Northeast!! in the super elite 
Traditional Pizza Division?

•	 Did you know Casa Pizzeria was featured in 
JAN 2023 PIZZA TODAY Magazine? The 
largest pizza related magazine in the country. 

Now That You Know…You Need to Go!
(But please, make sure you know how to order) 

Casa Pizzeria doesn’t make pizza like other 
shops! Other pizza shops make one style of pizza 
in 3 – 5 sizes. Like you would make a sandwich 
on different types of bread, Casa Pizzeria makes 
pizza on TEN different bake styles of the crust, 
inspired by pizzeria legends in big U.S. cities and 
even around the world. It’s like visiting multiple 

pizza shops from around the country and around 
the world in one location!  

Now you have options and choices…
•	 Basic styles such as New York style and 

New Haven style pizza crust can get you 
started.

•	 Rare styles like the thick Detroit PAN pizza, 
Sicilian PAN pizza or the exotic “Deep Fried” 
Italian Montanara pizza that nobody else 
in our area offers.

•	 You can always make it your own by choosing 
the style of crust then choosing your favorite 
toppings.

Just don’t ask for a “regular,”
 “normal” or “what-ever” pizza. 

There is no such thing at Casa Pizzeria!

Real pizza lovers travel from everywhere, out 
of town and often out of state because they have 
read about Casa Pizzeria on Google, Facebook and 
Instagram. These foodie people are serious pizza 
connoisseurs and they come from everywhere 
expecting pizza greatness!        

If this sounds like you then come on in and dis-
cover why their pizza family and friends love their 
concept and super rare options for our area. Visit 
with an open mind and a curiosity to try something 
different and they will go the extra mile for you!

 “At Casa Pizzeria making pizza 
is a craft not a job.”

PIZZA is as individual as the state, region PIZZA is as individual as the state, region 
or even country that makes it! or even country that makes it! 

Do you have a favorite hard-to-find pizza style or are you a 
super foodie who loves to discover new options?

Then Why Haven’t You Been to Casa Pizzeria in Ludlow, MA Yet?

325 East St. – Ludlow  • 413-589-0468 • www.casapizzeria.com

GRANDMA PAN CRUST
“Thinner” version of the Sicilian PAN pizza. OUR 
take is topped with Mozzarella, light Red Sauce, 
fresh torn Basil, Olive Oil, and Parmesan.

SICILIAN PAN CRUST
A lot like the Grandma but MUCH THICKER. Topped 
with Premium Mozzarella cheese, lightly topped 
with OUR Italian Tomato Sauce, Fresh Basil, Corto 
Olive Oil, sprinkled with good Parmigiano.

DETROIT PAN CRUST
Super Thick like Sicilian, made with caramelized 
cheese baked into the edges of the pan topped 
with the classic two stripes of thick rich red sauce.

Premium Mozzarella cheese base, topped with 
Italian Tomato Sauce, Basil, Olive Oil, finished with 
good Parmigiano.

CHICAGO “DEEP DISH” PAN CRUST

SCAN FOR 
WEBSITE SCAN FOR 

MENU➥

➥

HOURS: 
TUESDAY-SUNDAY: 

4PM-8PM ONLY
MONDAY CLOSED 

DELIVERY THROUGH CASA ONLINE 
OR AVAILABLE THROUGH 

SLICE/DOORDASH/GRUBHUB.
BEST PRICES AT CASA ONLINE.


