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Department of 
Veterans Services 
recipient

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Nate 
Mutti, a U.S. Air Force Vet-
eran, is giving back through a 
custom wooden flag donation 
he recently presented to the 
Department of Veterans Ser-
vices.

Presenting the donation to 
Director of Veteran Services 
Patrick Renna on Aug. 22, 
Mutti, who’s also the owner/
creator of Fallen Limb De-
signs, explained how he and 
his predecessor, Jered Sasen, 
helped him, his sister-in-law 
and his father get the support 
they needed.

Mutti served for 26 years 
and was in traffic manage-
ment operations and a distri-
bution flight superintendent 

Nate Mutti donates wooden flag

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers

Patrick Renna, director of the Department of Veteran Services, and U.S. Air Force Veteran 
Nate Mutti with his custom wood flag donated to the Department of Veteran Services.

By Angelina Acevedo
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - On 
Aug. 18, the library wel-
comed Matt York to perform 
the songs of Willie Nelson 
and other famous country 
artists. 

The concert took place 
on the back lawn of the li-
brary, and those attending 
were welcomed to bring a 
lawn chair to enjoy an hour 
of music.

Matt York has spent his 
time at the library singing 
classic Willie Nelson songs 
like “Good Hearted Wom-
an”, “Hello Walls”, along 
with other country classics 
like “I Don’t Hurt Anymore” 
by Johnny Cash. Along with 
sharing his talent, York also 
told the audience stories 
about his time performing.

York has been on the road 
singing across the country 
for the past three months, 
with his last show prior to 
Wilbraham being in Middle-

field. He plans to perform in 
Plymouth, Massachusetts, 
Newport, Rhode Island, and 
Nashville, Tennessee in the 
upcoming months.

This wasn’t York’s first 
time performing at the Wil-
braham Library, and actually 

Also, special book 
announcement

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The commu-
nity enjoyed a night of dinner 
and dancing at the senior cen-
ter from 5:30 to 9 p.m. on Aug. 
23 for the Alzheimer’s Dinner 
Dance Fundraiser to support 
the Alzheimer’s Association.

The dinner featured a meal 
comprised of Chicken BBQ 
Cornbread, a mixed greens 
with Italian dressing salad, 
baked stuffed chicken, mashed 
potatoes and green beans. For 
dessert, a chocolate cupcake 
with Dulce de Leche filling 
and Mocha Buttercream frost-
ing.

The dinner sponsors were 
Brodeur-Campbell Fence, 
GreatHorse, JGS Lifecare and 
Monson Savings Bank.

As for the raffle sponsors, 
they were the Big Y East 
Longmeadow and Longmead-
ow locations, Attorney David 
Carlson, Carol K’s Added 
Attractions, Wendy and Matt 
Cowles, Karen Fisk and Moe 
Proulx, Deb Fox, the Graves 
Sisters and Carla Michaelis.

Musical entertainment was 
provided by Off the Record—
which was also sponsored by 
Monson Savings Bank—and 
there was also a 50/50 raffle.

The raffle prizes were part 
of the Walk to End Alzhei-
mer’s Tri-Town Team Raf-
fle--consisting of the towns of 
Hampden, East Longmeadow 

Dinner Dance supports 
Alzheimer’s Association

Marc Ducey said 
the board should 
have been part of 
the process. 

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent 

WILBRAHAM – A 
Wilbraham Select Board 
member feels left out of the 
loop after learning through 
friends and a television re-
port that a major renovation 
occurred recently in town. 

An Aug. 14 feature story 

by Western Mass News an-
nounced the wrestling room 
located inside of Memorial 
School on Main Street re-
cently underwent a signifi-
cant renovation. 

According to the tv sta-
tion, the $65,000 renovation 
project included the instal-
lation of new mats with lo-
gos, green and black wall 
padding, new scoreboards 
and timers, a projector and 
screen and a stereo system. 

The newly refurbished 

Wilbraham Selectman 
‘baffled’ by renovations

Mark York 
performs 
Willie Nelson 
hits at WPL

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

A couple struts their stuff on the dance floor.

Turley photo by Angelina Acevedo

Performer Matt York after 
his successful concert. By Kristin Rivers

Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The 
School Committee met two 
new principals who will be 
working in the district starting 
this school year during their 
Aug. 21 meeting.

The new principals are 

Erin Beaulac, who will be 
principal at Mile Tree Ele-
mentary School, and Jessie 
Donovan, who will be princi-
pal at Stony Hill Elementary 
School.

Superintendent Dr. John 
Provost said it was his plea-
sure to introduce Beaulac and 
Donovan to the committee, 
sharing that Beaulac is a new 

member of the administrative 
team and Donovan, mean-
while, is a returning member. 

“They both took their new 
roles on July 1 and have been 
working very closely with me 
through the summer to orient 
themselves to the new roles 
and to the new buildings. We 
have a very strong collabora-
tion underway and they also 

have been welcomed, as both 
said, with open arms by other 
elementary principals in the 
district,” Provost said. “So, 
I think we’re off to a good 
start.”

Provost then had Beaulac 
and Donovan come up to the 

School Committee meets two new principals

Please see FLAG, page 8

Please see 
RENOVATIONS, page 15

Please see PRINCIPALS, 
page 8Please see YORK, page 15

Please see DANCE, page 16
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651 Main Street
Wilbraham

413-484-7447
Wed.-Sun. 8am-6pm

Visit us online:
fernvalleyfarmsllc.com

Follow us on Facebook!

We Have Your Everyday Staples
Farm Fresh & Local

PEACHES & TOMATOES, MEAT, PRODUCE, 
EGGS, MILK, BREAD & MORE!

Austin Brothers Valley Farm
Merrick Farm
Barstows Dairy
Sugar Chalet
Fancy Bagels

Wilbraham Candles
Mama Life Oils & Wellness

Honey Bear Tea
Sweet Babu’s

Nourish Valley Tallow
Terra Flower Farm

Four Rex Farms
Fern Valley Farms
David Boucier Books

Marty’s Local
Ferrindino Maple

Vermont Mulch Company
Wagner Wood
Nightingail 

Hand Made Soap
Sturbridge Coffee Roasters

and more!

We are proud to support local businesses!

It’s Fall at the Farm!

A hidden  gem  where  families & friends come  to  make  memories!

PICK YOUR OWN APPLES 
Weekends & Holidays 10am-6:30pm

Come for the apples
then stay for local 
food from our grill, 
craft beer from 

Fieldcrest 
Brewing Co. and 

ice cream 
from our stand!

Live  music  on  weekends!

Hundreds of heirloom apple trees with New England favorites like 
Macoun, McIntosh, Gala, Cortland, Spencer & more!

758 MAIN STREET, WILBRAHAM, MA • 413-367-4422 • FERNVALLEYFARMSLLC.COM
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New Crop Local ApplesNew Crop Local Apples

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
LOCALLY GROWN!

“BACK TO SCHOOL” 
LUNCHES

Elsie’s CreameryElsie’s Creamery
The Best Homemade Ice CreamThe Best Homemade Ice Cream

Winner of Reader Raves 2026!
STARTING SEPTEMBER 2ND 

New Hours for New Hours for 
Creamery Window ServiceCreamery Window Service

Closed Monday & Tuesday
Open Wednesday – Sunday

HARDY ASTERS

Local Field Grown 
TOMATOES!

                     Red, Ripe, Delicious

BUTTER & SUGAR BUTTER & SUGAR 
SWEET CORNSWEET CORN

Locally Grown

Sweet & Juicy!
Locally Grown Peaches

Paula Reds & Ginger Gold
Fresh Sweet Local Cider
Green Peppers, Eggplant, 
Yellow & Green Squash, 
Raspberries & MORE!

APPLE CIDER DONUTS! 
Gourmet Sandwiches 

& Entrées To Go!

Sweet White Corn Too!

From Randall’s Deli
Boar’s Head Specials 9/3 – 9/9

BH Sweet B’s BBQ Chicken .... $12.99
BH Gruyere Cheese ................ $11.99
BH Deluxe Ham .........................$9.99
BH American Cheese ................$6.99

Locally Grown
HARDY MUMS 

 Budded & Blooming Budded & Blooming

Perennial Sedum, 
Coneflower, Rudbeckia

Fall Is For plantiNgFall Is For plantiNg

ALL TREES AND SHRUBS
20% - 50% OFF Regular Price20% - 50% OFF Regular Price

 

SPRING BLOOMING BULBS

• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957

919 Meadow St., Chicopee
200 St. James Ave., Chicopee
410 Cooley St., Springfield

Local Family BusinessLocal Family Business

RTNCRTNC
AUTOWASHAUTOWASH

“Come shine with us”

Locally Made Crafts • Gifts • Home Decor
Soaps & Lotions • Seasonal Goods

Come Experience 
this Magical Shop!

Quality and affordable 
handcrafted candles & 

wax melts, seasonal decor, 
pottery, unique gifts, art, 

home goods, jewelry, 
self-care items, birdhouses and 

much more, all locally made!

1327 East Street, Ludlow • www.cottagemelts.com

Open: Wed.-Sat. 11am.-5pm • Sun. 10am-2pm; Closed Mon. & Tues.

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Se-
lectboard shared an update 
on moving into the former 
Thornton W. Burgess Middle 
School during their Aug. 18 
meeting.

Town Administrator Brian 
Domina explained he walked 
through the building the week 
before and an energy au-
dit was done with NV5, the 
town’s hired regional energy 
manager.

“I expect those results to 
come back probably this week 
or next week. They’re looking 
at all aspects of the building, 
mechanical and energy con-
servation opportunities. So, 
hopefully we’ll hear back 
from them,” Domina said.

Domina next noted the 
classrooms.

“As you know, many of 
the classrooms in TWB have 
9 x 9 vinyl tiles which have 
small percentage of asbestos 
in it, but they need to be re-
mediated. So, we put out a bid 
to remediate five classrooms,” 
Domina said. “I requested 
bids for those classrooms to-
gether and also a unit for any 
of the classrooms are stan-
dard size either $800, $900 
or $1,000. So, I have those. I 
received bids back at the end 
of last week and I want to talk 
those over with our facilities 
manager before moving for-
ward on that.”

Domina added a low bid 
“$24,000 and some change 
for those five classrooms.”

Chair John Flynn asked 
Domina this.

“But are you thinking 
that they’re not the only 
classrooms with the problem 
or...?” Flynn said.

Domina clarified “they’re 
certainly not the only class-
rooms with the problem” but 
“that’s the area of the build-
ing where the floors are in the 
worst condition.”

“So, I see this as some-
thing we’ll have to phase over 
a period of time,” Domina 
said.

“Like the school does,” 
Flynn said.

Selectboard shares update on TWB move

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers

The Selectboard shared the latest on the move to the former Thornton W. Burgess Middle 
School on Aug. 18.

“Yep, exactly,” Domina 
said.

Flynn added these 
thoughts.

“But I mean it gets into 
the ease of getting to them—
after we moved in—on top 
of things,” Flynn said. “So, 
you’re taking care of the li-
brary ones and a couple of 
office ones?”

Domina replied yes.
“In my discussions with 

the vendors, they mentioned 
that when you do classrooms 
that are together, it’s one con-
tainment unit. So, there’s sig-
nificant cost savings to do it 
that way,” Domina said.

Flynn’s next thought was 
this.

“So—and I’m thinking 
about that back hallway that 
Parks & Rec wants to use—
but I’m not sure if they really 
have their programs together. 
They just wanted those three 
classrooms a bit for future 
right now,” Flynn said.

“Yeah, I don’t have those 
as a top priority,” Domina 
said.

“Okay, but then the mid-
dle hallway thing, that’s town 
clerk or...?” Flynn said.

“Yeah, those are in fairly 
good condition. Those four 
classrooms are probably the 
best condition,” Domina said. 

Flynn then addressed se-
curity next.

“The door locks, stuff like 
that, coming forward. You’re 

reaching out to...?” Flynn 
said.

“Valley Communications 
for electronic access and the 
security cameras. If we want 
to do the zoning as we talk-
ed about with three different 
zones based on building us-
age, we would need to install 
two interior doors in two 
different hallways,” Domi-
na said. “So, I would ask the 
facilities manager to look at 
that and get a price for that as 
well.”

Other things, Domina 
added, would be painting, 
replacing ceiling tiles, minor 
electrical items and cabinet 
installations.

“If the different depart-
ments want some types of ser-
vice counters. But, in talking 
with the facilities manager to-
day, it’s probably something 
that we can handle internally 
and just move existing cab-
inets around and maybe just 
buy countertops,” Domina 
said.

Flynn wondered about 
reaching out to MassMutu-
al, for example, “to see what 
they have out there” as they 
got rid of furniture in the past.

“We have a lot more floor 
space to fill than we’re mov-
ing over,” Flynn said.

Domina then shared how 
one of the movers reached out 
to him as they were going to 
receive a donation from an of-
fice move.

“They were going to have 
excess furniture that seemed 
to be in pretty good condi-
tion, but I haven’t heard back 
on that yet,” 

Domina said. “But, if 
someone has connections 
over there, I’d be happy to 
reach out.”

On the timeframe and 
plan, Flynn noted everybody 
was on board.

“We’re going to have I 
guess a conversation at our 
next meeting to make sure 
that everybody understands 
we’re all working together,” 
Flynn said.

Domina liked the idea.
“I think that would be 

good. We never set a specific 
date. We were always think-
ing the October, November 
timeframe,” Domina said. 
“Again, the big step that was 
taken was the hiring of the 
facilities manager who can 
give us a realistic timetable 
for what we want to accom-
plish and then we can move 
forward from there. He’s been 
hired, but he’s going to start 
in early September. We’ll 
have a better idea of nailing 
down a date.”

On reaching out to CellCo 
to get a quote, Domina said 
the facilities manager would 
take care of this task too.

Someone would also 
come in to do checks, which 
Domina agreed.

WILBRAHAM – Check 
out these upcoming fall pro-
grams for kids at the Wilbra-
ham Public Library.

PRESCHOOL FUN 
WITH MRS. B

The Wilbraham Public Li-
brary is pleased to announce 
that registration will begin on 
Sept. 1 at 9 a.m. for the “Pre-
school Fun with Mrs. B” Fall 
program.  This is a program 

for children ages three to six 
to come into independently, 
while care providers wait in 
the library.  

It is a fun-filled 45 minutes 
with stories, songs, movement 
and a craft.  The program will 
run the following Thursday 
mornings from 10 to 10:45 
a.m.; Sept. 11, Sept. 18, Sept. 
25 (No program Oct. 2), Oct. 
9, Oct. 16 and Oct. 23.

Themes such as “Ted-
dy Bear’s Picnic”, ‘Budding 

Artists”, Fall and Leaves, 
and the amazing stories by 
Ed Emberley will be includ-
ed.  Please register online at 
www.wilbrahamlibrary.org.   

Registration includes all 
six dates.

 PRE-K and K 
DANCE PARTY!

Saturday, Sept. 20, 10 to 
10:45 a.m. join in the danc-
ing fun as we dance to some 

familiar songs and learn 
some new ones!  Complete 
with a disco ball and a “pho-
to booth” for photo oppor-
tunities, wear your shiniest, 
movement-friendly clothes to 
dance! dance! dance!  

This program is for Pre-K 
and K children with adult su-
pervision (adults must remain 
in the program).  Please reg-
ister online beginning Sept. 1 
at 9 a.m. at www.wilbraham-
library.org.

Fall Programs for kids at Wilbraham Public Library



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESPage 4 September 4, 2025

Hours:
Mon., Tues., Wed. 8-5

Thurs. 12-8

70 Post Office Park
Suite 7006

Wilbraham, MA 01095

www.wilbrahamdentalassociates.com

413-279-2016

• Cosmetic & esthetic dentistry, whitening, 
veneers, crowns & bridges

• Implant Services

• Digital X-Rays & Photographs

• Evening appointments available

• Most insurance plans accepted

• CareCredit - A convenient 
 monthly payment plan

Our friendly team 
is proud to provide the 

highest quality of dental care 
utilizing the best 

new technology available. 
Dr. Christopher J. Root, DMD MAGD 
Dr. Mary Danko, DMD

COMMUNITY

Nancy Clark 
discussed a variety 
of topics Monday. 

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent 

WILBRAHAM – A rep-
resentative from Charter 
Spectrum gave the Wilbra-
ham Select Board an in-depth 
presentation during Monday 
night’s meeting. 

Nancy Clark, who rep-
resents Government Affairs 
for the telecommunications 
company, discussed the cable 
franchise renewal process, the 
status of internet service up-
grades in town, an upcoming 
press event for the upgrades 
and the broader effort to in-
crease the number of broad-
band internet users in Wilbra-
ham. 

“I want to offer myself up 
as the town’s resource… It is 
important that I am your re-
source for all of our customers 
and your constituents in Wil-
braham who may have issues 
with their service from time to 
time,” Clark said, promising 
that the company is “well-suit-
ed to be able to respond.” 

Clark gave an overview 
of the company, noting that it 
serves more than 30 million 
customers across 41 states in 
the U.S., with 900,000 miles 
of cable laid out to 57 million 
homes in the country.  

Charter Spectrum special-
izes in providing communi-
cations technology such as 
entertainment products, cable 
and broadband internet. In 
Massachusetts, the company 
has over 320,000 customers 
and is expanding. 

“We’ve made pushes into 
rural areas in particular in 
Western Mass recently,” Clark 
added. “In Wilbraham, we 
have 5,988 residential pass-
ings and 592 small business 
passing. We are fully built 

out in Wilbraham with no un-
served residential or business 
passing.”

Clark said that kind of ser-
vice is of true value because it 
is not available in every com-
munity in the region. 

According to Clark, Char-
ter Spectrum “is dedicated to 
the town of Wilbraham.” 

She said this was repre-
sented at numerous communi-
ty events over the past year, in-
cluding a Thanksgiving lunch 
at the Wilbraham Senior Cen-
ter. There, Charter Spectrum 
made a $5,000 donation to the 
Friends of Wilbraham Seniors, 
a group that supports activities 
at the facility for seniors. 

The event was only open to 
Wilbraham seniors, and Clark 
said every seat was filled. 

Clark was most impressed 
with the new building and 
considered it an honor that her 
company was able to partici-
pate.

“[The building] is some-
thing to be proud of and some-
thing that is a gem in the state 
of Massachusetts,” Clark said. 
“I certainly have not been part 
of a senior center that is of that 
magnitude and offers the ser-
vices to its citizens that Wil-
braham does, and, obviously, 
there are much larger commu-
nities in the state of Massa-
chusetts.” 

Charter Spectrum also 
sponsored a fall festival at 
Fern Valley Farms in 2024; 
Clark is optimistic that the 
company will play a role in the 
event this year as well. 

Clark then delved into how 
the company offers its ser-
vices at a “technology level 
and price point with invest-
ments in technology and in-
frastructure in a way that oth-
ers cannot compete with both 
from an affordability stand-
point and from a performance 
standpoint.” 

This year, a new program 
has been rolled out by Charter 
Spectrum to provide credits 

to customers who go without 
service. 

“We are willing to put our 
money where our mouth is in 
terms of getting people back 
online,” Clark said. 

Earlier this month, Charter 
Spectrum launched a major 
upgrade project in Wilbraham, 
as crews worked for nearly a 
week from 11 p.m. to 7 a.m., 
modernizing nodes and ampli-
fiers across town, Clark said. 

This will provide symmet-
rical upload and download 
multigigabit speeds for Wil-
braham customers, according 
to Clark. An event will be 
planned in the coming weeks 
to celebrate the advancements. 

One elected official did 
relay concerns, however, and 
that was Vice Chair Marc Du-
cey. He said he recently spoke 
with a family that was left 
without internet indefinitely 
during Charter Spectrum’s up-
grade installations. 

“I’m close with a family, 
who I was at their house on 
Russell Road, and while they 
were going through their up-
grade, they lost internet for a 
week. That’s difficult in this 
day and age, particularly when 
there’s hybrid work or remote 
work availability. They live in 
a neighborhood where there’s 
limited cell service, so they 
couldn’t even create a hot spot 
on their phone. They were 
scrambling. It was difficult,” 
Ducey said. 

Clark responded that she 
hopes town officials reach out 
to her immediately next time 
when they learn of such a de-
velopment. She said the com-
pany has the resources to help. 

“I don’t ever want to hear 
about those types of cases be-
cause I can understand that 
people work from home and 
need their internet for a variety 
of reasons, healthcare being 
one,” Clark said. “So, I urge 
you, whoever it is, to reach out 
and ask for help.” 

Charter Spectrum rep. presents 
to Wilbraham Select Board

REGION - Inspector 
General Jeffrey S. Shapiro 
recently met with municipal 
leaders in Hampden, Hol-
land, Monson, and Wales, as 
part of an ongoing listening 
tour around the Common-
wealth.

“As the only statewide 
inspector general with mu-
nicipal oversight, I have 
made it a priority to meet 
with leaders in their commu-
nities to encourage a candid 
dialogue,” IG Shapiro said.   
“I want to make government 
work better tomorrow than it 
did today.  To best do that, I 
need to hear from the people 
who are doing the day-to-
day business of governing to 
understand what works and 
what doesn’t work.”

On August 12, 2025, IG 
Shapiro met with Holland 
Town Administrator Sta-
cy Stout; Hampden Select 
Board Chair John Flynn, 
Select Board Member Don-
ald Davenport, and Town 
Administrator Brian Domi-
na; Monson Town Admin-
istrator Jennifer Wolowicz; 
and Wales Town Clerk Sarah 
Ryan and Town Accountant 
Pamela Leduc.

“I am appreciative of the 
Inspector General’s time and 
interest in our community,” 
Holland Town Administrator 
Stacy Stout said. “We had a 
good conversation about the 
unique challenges that small 
towns confront when pro-
curing goods and services as 
well as appreciative Holland 
is for the One Free Designee 
program, which made it pos-
sible for me to participate in 
the OIG Academy’s procure-
ment training.”

Monson Town Admin-
istrator Jennifer Wolowicz 
expressed her appreciation 
for the Inspector General’s 
invitation to meet. “Reach-
ing out directly to the local 
municipalities is a proac-
tive approach and assists in 

building relationships.  Over 
the 15 plus years that I have 
been a certified public pur-
chasing official, the experi-
enced staff at the OIG have 
always been a phone call 
away to assist me as I nav-
igate public purchasing re-
quirements.” she said.

“All too often the chal-
lenges voiced by smaller 
communities throughout the 
Commonwealth are over-
looked so we appreciate the 
Inspector General visiting 
Hampden to hear our con-
cerns and ideas on how to 
make the procurement sys-
tem work for all communi-
ties,” Hampden Town Ad-
ministrator Brian Domina 

said.
Since becoming the In-

spector General in Octo-
ber 2023, IG Shapiro has 
proactively engaged with 
municipal leaders from 
communities all over the 
Commonwealth. Several 
policy initiatives have re-
sulted from these meetings, 
including the One Free Des-
ignee program that offers 
tuition-free public procure-
ment training to every city 
and town, passage of a law 
that streamlines the procure-
ment process for electric 
buses and the Inspector Gen-
eral’s advocacy for common 
sense changes to the state’s 
procurement laws.  

Inspector General Shapiro met 
with Hampden County Leaders

Selectboard chair John Flynn, IG Shapiro, Selectboard member Don Davenport and Town 
Administrator Brian Domina.

Wales Town Clerk Sarah Ryah, IG Shapiro, and Town 
Accountant Pamela Leduc.

HAMPDEN - The Feder-
ated Community Church of 
Hampden at 590 Main St., in-
vites members of the church 
and community to our “Cel-
ebration Sunday” cookout on 
Sept. 7. 

It will be held just after 
Sunday Service from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. and will be outside 
on our grounds, or if it rains, 
in Libby Hall.

This event will introduce 
and welcome our new Pastor, 
Eunji Lee to all our church 
members, their extended fam-
ilies, and to our neighbors in 

the community.
This event will also be 

our Annual Registration for 
Sunday School, and will be 
held inside the church before 
Sunday Service from 9:30 to 
10 a.m., and from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at the cookout.

We’ll have hamburgers, 
hot dogs, salads and bever-
ages along with our featured 
dessert:   Apple Crisp. You 
will be able to make your own 
Apple Crisp with ice cream or 
whipped cream. 

Last year we had 13 differ-
ent delicious Apple Crisp’s. 

So, come to meet Paster Eunji 
Lee, take a look at our Sunday 
School, and enjoy a picnic 
lunch with a Super Dessert.

For questions or infor-
mation, our church office is 
open Mon., Weds, and Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Please 
call, or leave a message af-
ter hours, 413-566-3711 
Please follow us on FB & check 
out our website FB:  http://
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
HampdenFederatedChurch 
website:  https://www.hamp-
denfederatedchurch.org/

Celebration Sunday at Federated Church of Hampden

IG Shapiro with Holland Town Adminstrator StacyStout.

Monson Town Administrator Jennifer Wolowicz with IG Shapiro.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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IN THE 
MARKET  

FOR FRESH,  
LOCAL 

MEALS?

WILBRAHAM  
2030 BOSTON ROAD 

 
Route 20 across from  
Home Depot & Big YFRESH, LOCAL, HEAT-AND-SERVE MEALS

www.richardgreeninsurance.com 
Fax: 413-267-3496

Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

• AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE

32 Somers Rd., Hampden • 566-0028128 Main St., Monson • 267-3495

Two Locations:

Please visit our website for an auto,
homeowners, or life insurance quotes

• Great Locations • Registry service
• Quotes gladly given • We make housecalls

THE DOCTORS ARE IN...
NOW NOW 

ACCEPTING ACCEPTING 
NEW PATIENTS!NEW PATIENTS!

Call our office 
to learn more 

about our practice

2207 Boston Road, Wilbraham  • 35 Turkey Hill Road, Suite 205, Belchertown
(413) 599-1201 • Fax: (413) 596-2940 • www.pamcares.com

2 Convenient 
Locations! Most Insurances Accepted

Gary Nielan, M.D.
Kimberly Joyal Martins, M.D.
Amy Kasper, M.D.
Kimberly Dewey, M.D.
Priya Malik, M.D.
Thirza Lareau, M.D.
Melissa Maciborski, M.D.

Julia Komatsu, M.D.
Shatabdi Pinky, M.D.
Solmaz Masoudi, P.A.
Rachel McKenna, N.P.
Nicole Santos, LMHC
Rachel Kluk, LMHC

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

By Patricia Sullivan
Correspondent

HAMPDEN - A man 
walked out of the Hampden 
Senior Center Tag Sale on 
Aug. 27 bearing a microwave 
stuffed with several shirts.

He wasn’t the only shop-
per finding bargains at the 
Friends of Hampden Senior 
Citizens Huge Indoor Tag 
Sale. Shoppers lined up to be 
the first to enter on the sale’s 
Aug. 26 opening day and or-
ganizers anticipate that it will 
continue to be busy through-
out the nearly three-week 
event, which concludes with 
a bargain day on Sept. 13.

“We will be adding new 
stuff every day,” Claudia Ka-
pinos, president of Friends 
of Hampden Senior Citizens, 
said.

Shopping hours are Mon-
day through Friday from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. The Senior 
Center’s sales tables and 
racks are neatly filled with 
everything from household 
items to books, games, holi-
day decor and clothing, purs-
es and shoes—everything ex-
cept furniture.

On Aug. 27 you could 
pick up a new spiral vegeta-
ble slicer, a child’s Spider-
man sun hat, an automatic 
pill dispenser, or a set of su-
shi plates, among many other 
unique finds.

Proceeds from the sale 
will fund programs and activ-
ities at the senior center.

“People were incredibly 
generous with their dona-
tions,” Kapinos said. “We 
have tons of stuff on the floor 
and a horse trailer in the 
parking lot that we’ll unload 
as the sale continues.”

Use of the horse trailer for 
storage was donated by Lil-
ian Fedora of Hampden.

Shoppers from the sale’s 
first day returned on day two 
to see what was new.

Diane Toski of Wil-
braham, a tag sale regular, 
walked away with three small 
silver decorative Christmas 
trees for $3 each.

“I love to treasure hunt,” 
Toski said. “It’s set up very 
nice here. I’ll absolutely be 
back.”

Men’s and women’s 
clothing was meticulously 
organized by volunteer Cathy 
Albert, who sorts, sizes and 
prices clothes for a boutique 
at the senior center year-
round.

“It warms my heart that 
people take the time to wash 
and iron clothes before do-
nating them to us,” Albert 
said. “We get many name-
brand items, including Vera 
Bradley and Coach purses, 
Chico’s, J. Jill and Alfred 
Dunner clothes.”

Clothing, with most items 
priced at $5, sold briskly at 
the tag sale, as did jewelry 
and kitchen items. Lamps in 
particular went quickly.

“We had a great opening 
day,” Kapinos said. “If it con-
tinues to go well, we’ll do it 
again next year.”

Wendy Cowles, outreach 
coordinator for the senior 
center, purchased a deco-
rative shelf as she walked 
through the sale on her way 
to work.

“I should step away now,” 
Cowles said. “It’s not like a 
tag sale at someone’s home. 
As soon as things are sold, 

Holiday items at the tag sale included this fuzzy lamb dressed 
in a knit winter hat.

Hampden Treasure Huntasure Hunt

the stock is replenished. This 
could be dangerous!”

Cowles noted that a bonus 
of the tag sale is that it brings 
newcomers in to the Senior 
Center.

“One woman came in for 
the sale and then filled out the 
paperwork to be a volunteer,” 

Cowles noted.
Kapinos has blocked off 

three weeks on her calendar 
to run the tag sale, aided by a 
large crew of volunteers. 

“We are blessed in Hamp-
den to have the senior cen-
ter and the Hampden Senior 
Center is blessed to have so 
many wonderful volunteers,” 

Kapinos said.
The Friends of Hampden 

Senior Citizens Huge Indoor 
Tag Sale will run through 
Sept. 13, from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. weekdays, at the Senior 
Center at 104 Allen Street in 
Hampden.

Turley photos by Patricia Sullivan

Volunteers Elaine Kingsbury, Cathy Albert, Claudia Kapinos and Gina Moauro at the Friends of 
Hampden Senior Citizens Huge Indoor Tag Sale.

A commemorative Wilbraham bicentennial plate from 1963 
priced at only $1.

Teen 
Advisory 
Board 
announces 
meeting

WILBRAHAM - The 
Wilbraham Public Li-
brary’s Teen Advisory 
Board (TAB) announces 
it’s first monthly meeting 
of the school year on Mon-
day, Sept. 15 from 4 to 5 
p.m. in the Brooks Room. 

If you know someone 
in grades six through 12, 
please let them know about 
TAB. The WPL Teen Ad-
visory Board consists of 
students who help our Teen 
Librarian design the best 
programs for teens and 
recommend YA books and 
more for the Teen Loft. 

Online registration is 
required or call us at 413-
596-6141. Sign up, join us 
and let your teen voice be 
heard! 

Snacks will be avail-
able, and the group is 
always looking for new 
members.

Card & 
Game Party 
Luncheon 
Sept. 25

WILBRAHAM - Fall 
into Fun at the Luncheon 
Card & Game Party spon-
sored by the Wilbraham 
Women’s Club on Thurs-
day, Sept. 25, at the Saint 
Cecilia Parish Center, 42 
Main St., Wilbraham. 

Check-in begins at 
11:30 a.m. with a delicious 
luncheon served at Noon. 
Bring friends and come 
to play any game of your 
choice (dominoes, mah-
jong, bridge, canasta, scrab-
ble, etc.).  

Donation is $10 and 
there will be a raffle for 
cash prizes.  Proceeds help 
to fund our scholarships 
and donations to charitable 
organizations in the area. 

For reservations, please 
call Sue Agnew, 596-9480.  
Hope you will join us for a 
fun afternoon.  
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Letters to the editor should be 
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter writers to 
include his or her town of residence 
and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal 
attacks, defamation of character and 
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by 
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor, 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly correct 

factual errors that appear in this paper 
and can be substantiated. Corrections 
or clarifications will always appear on 
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail 
or mailed communication to the editor 
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 
is published every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc. One year out of town 
subscriptions are available at $45, out 
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission 
of news material, letters to the editor 
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Editorial 
Policy

Letters to the Editor

VIEWPOINTS

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Wilbraham-Hampden 

Times welcomes readers to 
participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to 
the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent 
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed 
to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
krivers@turley.com. Please include 
a daytime telephone number for 
verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered 
for that Thursday’s newspaper. 
No attack letters will be printed. 
No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy 
will be printed. If the volume of 
letters received is larger than the 
space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, 
the newspaper reserves the right 
to print a representative sample. 
No endorsement letters will be 
printed in the last edition before the 
election. 

For more information, call the 
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election 

coverage, the newspaper plans to 
print stories about contested races 
for Congress, state Senate, state 
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well 
as a question-and-answer voters 
guide. In order to ensure fairness 
to all candidates, no political press 
releases will be printed, nor will 
reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to 
further publicize their candidacy, 
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid 
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden 
Times.

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

The Wilbraham-Hampden

TIMES

EDITOR
Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

ADVERTISING 
SALES
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To the Editor:
Dear Members of the 
Town Council:

I could not resist writing 
to you briefly concerning the 
Hill Climb and its continua-
tion hopefully in the future. I 
recall when I was first asked 
to support the program.

The request for support 
was most convincing. When 
I actually witnessed the sub-
sequent competition, I felt 
proud that our town would 
bring such a fun event to our 
community.  (One does not 
have to be a vehicle fan to en-
joy this fun morning!)

I was so pleased to see the 
variety of attendees. I noticed 

that many students of West-
ern New England University 
were present. (As President 
of the University, I am always 
glad to see our students visit-
ing our community.) 

So many of the attendees 
to the event are visitors for 
the first time to our town. 
They like our community and 
appreciate its attractiveness 
and all it has to offer.

I have heard on occasion 
that some of our residents do 
not want to see the Hill Climb 
continue. I do not recall hear-
ing any convincing arguments 
to discontinue the event. 

I assume you have a writ-
ten list of the objections. 
Whatever they may be, I 

would think there are ways 
of ameliorating /resolving the 
issues that have been raised. 

Inconvenience of resi-
dents along the Hill, noise, 
traffic congestion, or what-
ever else-- instead of just col-
lecting the complaints, uti-
lize what we have learned to 
guide us to create solutions.

I am sure you have gath-
ered the pros and the cons. I 
do hope the pros by far sur-
pass the cons. I am a fan and 
hope this special event will 
remain on our town calendar.

Anthony Caprio, 
Wilbraham

To The Editor:
Dear Select Board Chair 
Michael Squindo:

I enjoyed our conversa-
tion after the last meeting and 
would like to provide some 
comments regarding Mary’s 
letter. While these reflect her 
opinions, they do not always 
align with the facts.

1) The Hill Climb was 
never intended to occur only 
every couple of years. Initial-
ly, we were unsure if it would 
continue at all. 

When we launched this 
event, we worked closely 
with Senator Gale Canderas, 
Joan Paris, the Selectmen, 
Lyman (my husband) and 
others to address the key re-
quirements for making the 
Hill Climb happen. We didn’t 
start holding it annually due 
to limited funds and time. 

However, as the town em-
braced the event, donations 
increased, with support from 
the local bank and generous 
contributions from residents. 

Wayne Carini filmed and 
broadcasted the event on his 
TV show, which helped build 
momentum. These combined 
efforts made it possible - and 
necessary - to hold the Hill 

Climb every year. Reducing 
the frequency would actually 
jeopardize its future.  

2) Regarding the claim 
that an accident could bank-
rupt the town: Jeff maintains 
two insurance policies ex-
ceeding $1 million each that 
cover liability and protect the 
town. He has gone above and 
beyond to ensure safety and 
liability coverage, which is 
commendable. 

Over more than 10 years, 
since 2013, there have been 
no major issues, and each 
year the team proactively re-
views and implements addi-
tional safety measures to re-
assure the town. The event is 
a source of pride, as symbol-
ized by the plaque displayed 
prominently in the town hall, 
celebrating Wilbraham’s his-
tory.

3) On the topic of dona-
tions, I’m unsure why this 
was raised since it does not 
involve the town. The Hill 
Climb funds itself and has 
the authority to decide how 
to allocate any surplus. Per-
sonally, I believe the funds 
should be reinvested into the 
event due to the significant 
expenses involved, such as 
safety measures and police 

overtime. That said, the com-
mittee has the right to make 
these decisions independent-
ly, and I fully support their 
autonomy. 

Mary is no longer in-
volved, so this is an internal 
matter unrelated to the Se-
lectmen.

4) Jeff has addressed the 
VSCCA, which covers all of 
Mary’s safety concerns thor-
oughly, and I believe they an-
swered the Board’s questions. 

5) The Hill Climb has 
been held since 2013, span-
ning over 10 years. I find it 
puzzling that someone who 
supported the event for so 
long but is no longer involved 
is only now raising issues that 
were never brought up during 
that entire period.  

Had Ms. Holman voiced 
her concerns earlier, I believe 
Senator Gale Canderas could 
have assured her that, thanks 
to her involvement and her 
oversight, the event has al-
ways complied with all legal 
requirements.  

This allowed the reenact-
ment to begin in 2013 and 
continue to this day.

Leslie Wood, 
Wilbraham

Message to Town Council on Wilbraham Hill Climb

Response to Mary-Kate Holman statement 
on Wilbraham Hill Climb

Dear Rusty: 
I plan to stop working 

very soon. 
My health is not good. 

I am 66 years old, born in 
June 1959, so my full re-
tirement age is 66 years 
and 10 months. My wife 
passed away in March 
2024 and she was collect-
ing SS benefits when she 
died. I have no dependent 
children. In general, what 
benefits am I entitled to? 

Signed: Unhealthy 
and Struggling 

Dear Unhealthy and 
Struggling: 

Sorry to hear that 
your health is failing and 
that you will need to stop 
working soon. But do not 
fear,  Social Security will 
be there for you. Here 
is some info to help you 
decide your next possible 
steps: 

Since you will not 
reach your full retirement 
age until next year in April 
2026, your earnings lim-
it from working for this 
year is $23,400 or $1,950/
month. The earnings limit 
will apply only if you de-
cide to claim Social Secu-
rity early (this year). 

If you decide to take 
Social Security this year, 
your earnings from before 
you take SS won’t count, 
but your monthly earnings 
for the remaining months 
of this year will be sub-
ject to the 2025 monthly 
limit ($1,950). If your 
monthly earnings exceed 
that amount, you won’t be 
entitled to SS benefits for 
that month, unless your 
total earnings for 2025 are 
less than $23,400. If you 
don’t exceed the annual 
limit, your 2025 Social 
Security benefits won’t 
be affected by your work 
earnings. 

Next year, the year you 
attain your Full Retire-
ment Age, your earnings 
limit will be much high-
er about 2.5 times more 
or something more than 
about $63,000. If your 
2026 earnings up through 
March do not exceed that 
limit, then you can claim 
your SS benefits a bit ear-
lier in 2026 before your 
FRA and your benefits 
won’t be affected, except 
that your monthly benefit 
amount will be perma-
nently reduced by .556% 
for each month you claim 
before your FRA. 

For example, if you 
were to claim for your SS 
to start in January 2026, 
you would get 98.3% of 
your FRA amount. So, 
provided your work earn-
ings won’t exceed about 
$63,000 between Janu-
ary and March 2026, you 
could claim effective Jan-
uary 2026 without worry-
ing about Social Securi-
ty’s earnings test. 

So, depending upon 
your health, you could 
claim SS to start in Janu-
ary 2026, likely without 
worry about the earnings 
test and would get about 
98.3% of your FRA ben-
efit. Or, health permitting, 
you could wait to claim 
SS starting in April 2026 
to get 100% of the benefit 
you’ve earned from a life-

time of working. Point is, 
you just need to be care-
ful not to exceed Social 
Security’s earnings tests 
prior to reaching your Full 
Retirement Age or SS will 
take away some of your 
benefits. 

They “take away” by 
withholding future month-
ly payments as long as 
needed to recover what 
you owe. Worse case 
penalty for exceeding the 
2026 monthly limit would 
be no benefits for any 
month you exceed about 
$5,300 or a penalty of $1 
for every $3 over the lim-
it if you exceed the 2026 
annual limit before your 
FRA. 

You do, however, have 
another option as your 
wife’s surviving spouse: 
You can claim your ben-
efit as a surviving spouse 
prior to claiming your own 
SS retirement amount. But 
the earnings test described 
above (if you claim before 
your FRA) would also 
apply to your survivor 
benefits. So, again, your 
plans for working enter 
this decision. If you de-
cide to stop working this 
year, you could, for exam-
ple, decide to claim your 
survivor benefit this year 
and collect that until you 
reach your FRA in April 
2026 when you would get 
100% of your personal SS 
retirement amount. In fact, 
you might even decide to 
collect your survivor ben-
efit longer, allowing your 
own SS benefit to grow 
until you are 70, at which 
time you would get about 
25% more than your FRA 
amount. Indeed, if your 
survivor benefit is higher 
than your personal age 70 
amount, you can just con-
tinue to claim the higher 
amount. 

I suggest that when you 
decide that you must stop 
working full time, you 
contact Social Security at 
1-800-772-1213 to discuss 
whether it is best to claim 
your survivor benefit from 
your wife first and delay 
claiming your own until 
a later time to get a high-
er amount. You can make 
an appointment to discuss 
your options with SS over 
the phone, before deciding 
when (and what) to claim. 
And, of course, if you have 
any further questions, we 
are always here to assist 
you with your decision. 

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other 
governmental entity. This 
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and 
does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Se-
curity advisor for AMAC. 

I’m in poor health and need to 
know my Social Security options

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications

Habitat, UMass, and 
housing authority 
partner to create 
affordable home for 
local couple

By Brandice J. O’Brien
Marketing and 

Communications Manager, 
Greater Springfield Habitat 

for Humanity

WEST SPRINGFIELD 
- Construction is underway 
and a Holyoke couple is one 
step closer to purchasing an 
affordable home from Great-
er Springfield Habitat for Hu-
manity (GSHFH).

Greater Springfield Hab-

itat is working closely with 
Holyoke Housing Authority 
(HHA) and the University of 
Massachusetts DesignBuild 

program to make this op-
portunity possible for Pedro 

Building Hope in Holyoke: 

Students from the University of Massachusetts DesignBuild 
program help construct the modular home that will be 
delivered to the Holyoke build site.

Please see HOPE, page 8
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COMMUNITY
BULLETIN BOARD

Heidi Pafumi
Realtor®

(413)
687-4339

Heidip413@gmail.com

Licensed MA & CT

136 Dwight Road
Longmeadow, MA

The ABC’s of Home Buying!
Adjustable rate mortgage, 
closing costs, down payment...
Let Heidi guide you through 
the basics of home 
buying & selling!

SHE’LL MAKE IT AS 
EASY AS 123!

Readers are encouraged to send in 
medium to high resolution photos 

for this page by e-mail to 
krivers@turley.com or

mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 

WILBRAHAMWILBRAHAM
HAMPDENHAMPDEN

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Send us in
your 

announcements!
Happy Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run 

here free of charge, please keep it 

to less than 50 words.

Please send to krivers@turley.com

HFD supports 
Longmeadow Fire Department

Photo and caption courtesy of Hampden Fire Department

Hampden Fire providing station coverage for East Longmeadow while they’re operating at a structure fire.

Kimberly Ryan shared these photos with 
the Times as the community gets ready to head 
back to school.

“A group of our friends have been taking 
back to school photos with ice cream at Rices 
since 2020 when our boys entered Kinder-
garten and we had preschoolers and babies in 
tow,” Ryan said. “Now our boys are entering 
5th grade, the preschoolers are going into 3rd 
grade and we have a 1st grader and the babies 
are going into Kindergarten.”

SCHOOL DAYSSCHOOL DAYS

In this photo, we have Samuel Davis, Oliver Michel, Mike 
Verteramo and Jack Ryan.

Here, we have a pic of Ryleigh McDonald, Ella Verteramo, 
Addie Davis and Rosie Michel.

A throwback 
when the littles 

were babies.

Those were the days as they say…

Here, we have Logan McDonald, Nell Ryan, Kinsley Davis and 
Isabel Michel.

The kids really do grow up so fas

Submitted photos Kimberly Ryan



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESPage 8 September 4, 2025

It’s Our Anniversary!
Celebrating 60 Years of Success, 

One Client At A Time!

• Located in Post Office Park,  
Wilbraham

• Helping clients live their  
best financial life since 1965

• Accomplished, Friendly  
and Professional

• Contact us for a
 no-fee consultation

at

Securities offered through LPL Financial.  Member FINRA/SIPC.  Advisory services offered through
Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

85 Post Office Park • Suite 8524
Wilbraham, MA  01095

Phone 413-596-6992
trombleyassociates.com

Mike Trombley, Financial Advisor, Former MLB Player; 
Barbara Trombley, CPA, Financial Advisor

lb
$139

$222
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ...............

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
9/4/25-9/10/259/4/25-9/10/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN 
DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG ...................

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

BATTERED & BREADED
FISH STICKS .....................................

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN CYRUS O’LEARY’S

CHOCOLATE CREAM PIE 29 OZ ...

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$249
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CORNISH GAME HENS TWIN PAK .....

$222USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .............

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$499

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

GREAT ON THE GRILL 

$299
lb

lb

$499USDA INSP. 
ROAST BEEF ..........................
USDA INSP. 
MUENSTER CHEESE ............

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$699
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED 
PORK LOIN CHOPS .............

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

1/2 CHICKEN ...............................
USDA INSP. 
BEEF BACK RIBS .................. lb

lb
$299

$299

lb77¢

$279

lb

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN 
SPOON ROAST 

or STEAKS

BEEF TENDERLOIN
CUTCUT
FREEFREE

$749
lb

lb

$1199
lb

and Damaris. HHA donated 
the plot of land on Chestnut 
Street. UMass DesignBuild 
professors and students de-
signed the modular home, 
are constructing it, and will 
oversee its delivery to the 
Holyoke site. Upon its arrival, 
GSHFH, which prepared the 
site and built the foundation, 
will complete utility connec-
tions, landscaping, and install 
appliances.

“This is a great collabora-
tion to give the students prac-
tical, hands-on experience, 
and for Habitat to provide a 
home  to a family that might 
not have qualified for one of 
our traditionally built homes,” 
said Aimee Giroux, GSHFH 
executive director. “Family 
size is one of many factors 
taken into consideration when 
building our homes and part-
nering with the future buyer. 
There is a need for affordable 
housing to benefit a variety 
of family sizes; not everyone 
needs three or four bedrooms. 
This project helps us to be 
able to make that happen.”

The design of the 
575-square-foot modular 
home emphasizes energy ef-
ficiency via highly-insulated 
and air-sealed exterior as-
semblies, triple-glazed win-
dows, all-electric appliances/
utilities, and low-embodied 
carbon building materials, 
such as wood fiber, hemp, and 
straw, said Ben Leinfelder, 
construction manager of this 
year’s DesignBuild project 
and an alumnus of the pro-
gram.

“We are chugging along 
right now and have our sec-
ond group of students (the 
other half of the class) on 
the build site. It’s been great 
to introduce these eight stu-
dents to our construction site, 
the tools of the trade, and to 
show off what their class-

mates completed in the first 
six-week session,” Ben said. 

The decks and porch roof 
are framed and students are 
working on installing exteri-
or trim and siding. Next up is 
drywall and siding. 

“The challenge is keeping 
an eye on everything when I 
have pairs of students tack-
ling different parts of the 
house and/or different kinds 
of tasks,” Ben said. “As this 
is an educational experience, 
I try to give the students some 
space to problem solve on 
their own – even make mis-
takes (that we then fix) – but 
ultimately, we want this to be 
a high-quality house for Pe-
dro and Damaris.”

The house will feature 
design aspects specific to Pe-
dro and Damaris, including a 
U-kitchen and interior stairs 
to the basement. The couple 
expressed a desire to one day 
finish the basement and turn it 
into a spare bedroom. By hav-
ing an internal staircase, they 
have the ability to add more 
living space to the ground 
floor. The UMass Design-
Build team also allocated one 
of the donated windows to the 
lower level for that specific 
purpose. 

“Every design is a matter 
of thinking about what would 
be most valuable within the 
given constraints,” said Nao-
mi Darling, a design studio 
professor at Mount Holyoke 
College and the UMass Ar-
chitecture Department. “We 
went back and forth between 
a bar kitchen and a U-kitchen. 
We ultimately decided on the 
U-kitchen because we under-
stand both Pedro and Damaris 
really like to cook.”

The house is expected 
to be finished in autumn. To 
learn more about Greater 
Springfield Habitat’s home-
ownership program, visit 
habitatspringfield.org/how-
to-apply

HOPE from page 6

by the time he retired. He did 
stints in several states and 
countries including Romania 
and the Middle East.

M i l i t a r y 
service runs 
in his family 
as his father, 
sister-in-law, 
grandfather, 
cousins and 
brothers have 
also served. 
They all 
served in the 
Air Force too.

“All of 
the flags that 
I make are 
made from re-
cycled pallet 
wood, so I’ll go out and some-
one’s got a stack of pallets and 
ask, ‘Hey, can I take these?’ 
and ‘Yep.’ So, I cut them up, 
throw them in the car, bring 
them home, knock out all the 
nails, rip down them to length 
and width and glue them to-
gether and stain them and just 
assemble it,” Mutti said. “It’s 
all 100% made from upcycled 
pallet material that I find.”

Mutti said his company 
started during the pandem-
ic and when everyone was 
home, there was a maple tree 
branch that was in a school 
yard across the street from 
his house. After getting the 
branch down, he wondered 
what he could do with it.

His wife, Yvonne, later 
asked if he could make a cut-
ting board, which he did.

“She loved it and she 
was like, ‘Oh, I bet my mom 
would like one.’ I was like, 
‘Oh, I’ll make one for your 
mom,’” Mutti said. “So, I 
ended up making a bunch of 
them for friends and family 
around Christmas time.”

After doing cutting boards 
and some craft shows, Mutti 
then made a website and lat-
er saw some flags at a craft 
show, inspired to make his 

own.
“I mulled around some 

ideas,” Mutti said. “So I was 
like, ‘Well, let me try pallets,’ 
so I went and tore up a bunch 
of pallets, started the pro-

cess and tried some different 
things and this is kind of what 
I ended up with.”

Mutti was honored to 
present one of his custom 
wooden flags to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Services.

“Absolutely love it. These 
are one of my favorite things 
to make,” Mutti said. “They 
just resonate, especially using 
the upcycle and recycled ma-
terials is the cherry on top that 
makes it a little more special.”

Renna said when Mutti 
talked about wanting to do-
nate the flag to the depart-
ment to share his gratitude for 
the support he and the Mutti 
Family received, he was hum-
bled.

“I was like, ‘That’s awe-
some’ and then once he said 
that, we started bouncing all 
of the design ideas off of each 
other,” Renna said. “We went 
through—I don’t know—at 
least a half dozen iterations, 
what do we want it to look 
like, what do we want it to 
say. Because like you (Mut-
ti) said, it’s going to end up 
being like the centerpiece of 
the office, which is awesome. 
It means a lot to me personal-
ly, but to the department too 
to have somebody—and a 
whole family, really—so ap-
preciative of the service that 
they got here.”

Mutti looks back on his 
military service with pride.

“Enjoyed every single 
minute of it. People always 
say to me, ‘Thank you for 
your service.’ I’m like, ‘thank 
you for the opportunity to 
serve,’” Mutti said. 

He also loves giving back 
to the community, especially 
the veterans and first respond-
ers, adding the greatest gifts 
one can give are time, talent 
and treasure. 

“In fact, once 
a month, we give 
away a free flag. 
You just go to the 
website, you just 
put in somebody 
who you want to 
submit for a free 
flag. Tell us out 
of all the differ-
ent options that 
we have for flags 
which style you 
want and once a 
month, we ran-
domly select a 
name and we 

send that person a free flag,” 
Mutti said. “Once the name’s 
submitted, it doesn’t get re-
moved until that person gets a 
flag, so your odds are eventu-
ally you will get one. We just 
shipped one out two weeks 
ago and we got another one 
going out Wednesday of next 
week.”

Renna pointed to where 
it said “Serving Those Who 
Served” when asked what it 
meant to the department to 
receive this special gift.

“We’re here to provide 
services to people who’ve 
served in the Armed Forces. 
It is our job but it’s really 
just such a fulfilling thing to 
get the opportunity to serve a 
whole family and be able to 
help them out so much and 
just for their appreciation and 
the impact that it’s had work-
ing with them is just outstand-
ing,” Renna said. 

Mutti’s message was this.
“For the veterans in town, 

you could not be in better 
hands. Pat is just genuinely a 
great guy, but he’s got a no-
ble heart. He’s here for the 
right reasons,” Mutti said. 
“To the town, thank you for 
the opportunity to do this and 
to donate this and have it on 
the wall—like Pat said—for 
everyone to see. That’s the 
greatest honor for me is just 
knowing that it’s up here.”

Renna expressed his 
thanks to Mutti.

“It kind of just spells out 
exactly what we’re here for. 
To serve our local veterans,” 
Renna said.

FLAG from page 1

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers

Another shot of the custom wood flag designed by U.S. 
Air Force Veteran Nate Mutti.

microphone to say hello to 
the School Committee mem-
bers and share more about 
themselves.

Donovan thanked the 
district for welcoming them 
in their new roles.

“As John said, we’ve 
been really busy this sum-
mer getting acclimated to 
our new roles. Lots of things 
happening at Stony Hill this 
summer. New flooring, cur-
riculum deliveries, hiring,” 
Donovan said. “So, I’m re-
ally excited to welcome stu-
dents back next week.”

Beaulac said she was 
thrilled to be in the district.

“I grew up over in Long-
meadow, worked in Spring-
field,” Beaulac said. “I was 
over in the Berkshires for 
the past two years and de-

cided that my family and I 
needed to come home, to be 
around our people and that 
is exactly how I have felt en-
tering Mile Tree. I have been 
met with open arms by both 
the staff, the families and the 
students that I’ve already 
met, which has been great. 
Our team of principals—
both elementary, middle and 
high—have been super col-
laborative, and everybody in 
the district team as well. So, 
we are looking forward to a 
very collaborative, positive 
year in both of our schools 
and thank you for having 
us.”

She also had this mes-
sage for the School Commit-
tee members: connect with 
the schools and consider 
stopping by for a visit.

“Please be present and 
visible in our schools as 

well. I think that’s a big part 
of our push is to have more 
visibility than ever before,” 
Beaulac said. “So, you’re 
welcome to come on down.”

Vice Chair Sean Kenne-
dy then welcomed Beaulac 
and Donovan with these 
words.

“I want to thank you 
both. Wish you the best and 
please let us know if you 
need anything, what support 
you need. If you need us to 
be somewhere at a certain 
time, please reach out,” Ken-
nedy said. “I know everyone 
on the committee here, I’m 
sure, will be more than hap-
py to help out.”

Chair Michal Boudreau 
thanked the new principals 
for introducing themselves, 
wishing them luck.

“Have a great year,” 
Boudreau said.

PRINCIPALS from page 1

WILBRAHAM– Author 
and retired Professor Matt 
Davis will present “Pompeii’s 
Final Day: The Eruption of 
Italy’s Mt. Vesuvius” at the 
Wilbraham Public Library 
on Monday, Sept. 8 at 6 p.m. 
Considered one of the great-
est disasters in history, Davis 
will share what the well-pre-
served ruins have taught us 
about life in Ancient Rome 
and discuss the volcanic risks 
still facing metropolitan Na-
ples today.

This event is free and 
open to the public. Registra-
tion is appreciated but not 
required. 

Sign up at wilbrahamli-
brary.org, or call the library 
at 413-596-6141.

Travel expert 
to discuss 
Mt. Vesuvius, 
Pompeii at 
the WPL

WILBRAHAM– Liv-
en up your home by swap-
ping or adopting an indoor 
plant! 

The Wilbraham Public 
Library will host Black-
stone Valley Veggie Gar-
dens for their presenta-
tion, Houseplants 101, on 
Monday, September 15 at 
6 p.m. Then, on Saturday, 

Sept. 20 from Noon to 
1:30 pm, the public is en-
couraged to bring their ex-
tra houseplants, clippings, 
and propagations to the li-
brary to swap with others. 
These events are free and 
open to the public. 

For more information 
and guidelines, visit wil-
brahamlibrary.org.

Plant Swap to be held 
at Wilbraham Library

WILBRAHAM - Our 
Annual Membership Tea 
will be held on Tuesday, 
Sept. 9 with Mass at 5:30 
p.m. followed by tea, cof-
fee and delicious treats! 

We take this time ev-
ery year to honor our past 
president and to acknowl-
edge members with signif-

icant years of membership.
It’s a wonderful chance 

to greet old friends and 
perhaps make new ones as 
well! Please come and join 
us!

The meeting takes 
place at St. Cecilia Church 
at 42 Main St. in Wilbra-
ham.

St. Cecilia Women’s Club meeting
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  
Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE
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PET OF THE MONTH

Meet Willbee! Meet Willbee! 

Meet Willbee! A very handsome Australian 
Shepherd and  all around  “cool dude”. 
He lives with his mom Lee Fernandes.

ELDOTC
East Longmeadow Dog

Obedience Training Club
Classes held at 

546 Main Street, Hampden, MA
Classes held every Monday-Thursday evenings

We Teach You How to Train Your Dog!

Facebook.com/eastlongmeadowdogobedience

Obedience Training - 
Beginner to Utility

For Information or to Register
Call (413) 355-0553

eastlongmeadowdogobedience.com

Start Your 
Puppy or Rescue 
Off Right With 

Obedience Training 
at ELDOTC!

• “Saturday In the Park!”
 Every Saturday at Post Office Park, Wilbraham
 12 noon - Pack Walk
 1:30 p.m - Basic Obedience & Socialization
 All ages & breeds - $20 each - Attend 1 class or both!
• Wednesday Nights in Belchertown
 Obedience & Socialization Group Classes. Located on the 

common area in front of Christopher Heights & Belchertown 
Day School. All ages & breeds. 5:30 p.m. - $20 each

• Private training in your home
• Intro to your puppy or new rescue training 
• Basic obedience, life and manners training
• Behavior modification

September Classes
Sept. 8 - Behavior Modification
Sept. 9 - Basics of Obedience, 
 Socialization & Foundations 

of Scent Work.
All class descriptions & sign-ups on 
the Belchertown Rec Dept website.

413-246-0859 • AKC Certified

ATTENTION
READERS! 

Send in your pet picture for our 
“Pet of the Month” and receive a 

FREE weekend get-away or 
spa package for your pet 

courtesy of Porter Road Pet Care. 
Email your photos to: 

jwalker@turley.com. Please include 
your name and your pet’s name.

Wilbraham Animal Hospital
2424 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

413.596.8395
wilbrahamanimalhospital.com

East Springfield Veterinary Hospital
525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA
413.739.6389 • esvhospital.com
(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291)

Open Evenings & Saturdays

WILBRAHAM
Animal Hospital

Andrew R. Hersman, DVM
Lynn Dgetluck, DVM 

William D. Anderson, DVM
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM

Denise Chiminiello, DVM
Leah Guidry, DVM

Madison Harris, DVM
Nicholas Schipper, DVM

Now Accepting
New Patients!

Easing the Back to School Transition for Your Pet

141 Porter Road
East Longmeadow MA

413-525-3532

Po
rt

er 
Road Pet Care

Boarding . Day Care .
 Gr

oo

mi
ng

 

Porter Road Pet Care

www.porterroadpetcare.com

Save $5
on Daycare, 
Grooming 

or Boarding 
Services

Limit 1 coupon per pet.
Expires 9/30/25

• Day Care 
• Boarding                         
 Web Cams  
 Heated 
 Large 
 Indoor/Outdoor 
 Accommodations
 Playtime Available - 
 Fenced in 
 1/4 Acre Lot

• SPA Services 
   Available
 Bathing
 Haircuts
 Maincures

Cats and dogs are creatures of  habit. 
They like their feeding and sleeping kept on 
a regular routine. Changes to our routines 
can have a negative effect on our pets too.

When the children go back to school 
it disrupts the summer routine your pet 
has become accustom to. While you are 
preparing your kids for the transition to a 
new routine keep your pet in mind as well.

Tips for Transitioning:
• Coming and going: Don’t make a big 

deal about leaving the house or, for that 
matter, returning. Make departures and 
arrivals a low-key affair. Don’t get your pets 
worked up, and don’t make them emotional 
moments.

• Exercise early: Consider getting your 
pets up earlier for a walk, a run, a game of  
fetch or a string-chasing session. They need 

the exercise and the earlier exertion might 
mitigate their unwanted behaviors later.

• Encourage alone time: Provide “puzzle 
toys” that dispense treats when they’re 
manipulated the right way (available online 
or at most pet stores).

• Leave some comfort behind: Create 
special bedding for your dog or cat. Leave 
behind an article of  clothing or a special 
blanket that has your scent on it. Your pet 
may find it comforting.

• Field trips: Your kids love it when they 
get a chance to leave the classroom for a 
field trip. How about an outing for your pet 
to a four-legged friend’s house? Visit a dog 
park or doggy daycare center. Or hire a dog-
walker to come by on a regular schedule.

• Multimedia: Some experts say it’s not 
a bad idea to leave on the television or 

some soothing music when you leave the 
house. Your dog CAN actually see what’s 
happening on modern televisions and the 
sounds may keep Fido or Fluffy calm.

• Create new routines: Start early by 
creating new routines. Maybe you started 
the early morning exercise routine. How 
about an after-school routine that keeps 
your children involved and maintains the 
relationship they developed during the 
long summer months? Make sure they’re 
back to feed and water your pet at the same 
time. Encourage them to have after-school 
playtime, or some time before bed, with 
your dog or cat.

• Guidance not Punishment: Don’t 
punish your pets for their failure to adjust 
when their routine changes. Provide 
guidance, support and training.

WILBRAHAM – When 
the Wilbraham Atheneum So-
ciety unveils their “Treasures 
from the Attic” exhibit for 
2025, at their Sunday, Sept. 7 
Open House from 2 to 4 p.m., 
it will also prompt even more 
questions about Wilbraham 
history.

Lucy Peltier, the Old 
Meeting House Museum’s 
chief curator, past president 
and treasurer came up with 
the idea last season for an in-
teresting exhibit to show off 
at the museum’s September 
Open House. It will be repeat-
ed again this year on Sunday, 
Sept. 7 from 2 to 4 p.m. 

The Open House at the 

museum at 450 Main Street 
will feature artifacts from the 
Wilbraham Atheneum So-
ciety’s collections that have 
rarely, if ever, been displayed. 
(The Atheneum Society over-
sees the town-owned muse-
um.) The Open House is free 
and open to the public. Re-
freshments will be served and 
the Gift Shop will be open.

“We are going to do it 
again this year, but with all 
newly discovered objects, and 
we have added a new series of 
mystery questions called the 
‘Historical Wilbraham Trivia 
Contest,” said Peltier.

The questions were put 
together by historian David 

Bourcier, president of the 
Board of Trustees of the Ath-
eneum Society. And the orga-
nization’s Vice President Kar-
en Geaghan will emcee the 
trivia contest. Here are sever-
al samples of trivia questions 
that attendees will be asked:

Which famous General 
transported artillery to sup-
port General Washington 
during the Revolutionary 
War, following a route that 
roughly traced the Old Bos-
ton Post Road through North 
Wilbraham around January 
15 or 16, 1776?  

What year did the first 

Massachusetts Turnpike pass 
through the town of Wilbra-
ham? 

NOTE:  This could be a 
stump question because most 
people would say 1957, when 
the last Massachusetts Turn-
pike opened, which also pass-
es through Wilbraham.

You will have to come to 
the Sept. 7 Open House to 
find out the answers.

Can You Guess?
Echoing old Yankee Mag-

azine articles that test if peo-
ple can identify what a his-
torical item is used for, the 
open house will also feature a 
“Can you guess what this is?” 

display of unusual items. Vis-
itors are invited to guess the 
purpose and function of these 
items that used to be com-
mon, but are now unfamiliar 
to many, according to Peltier.

For more information 
about the Open Houses or the 
Museum, search “Old Meet-
ing House Museum” on Face-
book or Instagram.

(Charles F. Bennett photo)

Do you know what this antique was used for?...

‘Treasures from the Attic’ unveiled this Sunday
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WILBRAHAM — 
During Ava Kearney’s first 
two years as a member of 
the Minnechaug girls’ var-
sity soccer team, the Lady 
Falcons won a total of 31 
matches. 

After missing the entire 
2024 season while recover-
ing from an ACL injury to her 
right knee, Kearney is very 
excited about getting back 
on the soccer pitch again as 
a senior.

The Lady Falcons are 
scheduled to open the 2025 
regular season with a road 
match against Coombs Di-
vision rival Longmeadow on 
Thursday night.

“I’ve missed playing soc-
cer so much and I’m very 
happy to be back out on the 
field again,” said Kearney 
following her team’s presea-
son scrimmage at Ludlow 
High School on Aug. 26. “I 
really didn’t want to miss my 
senior year.”

Kearney, who’s wearing 
a brace on her right knee, 
suffered the injury while 
playing a match for her club 
soccer team during the spring 
of 2023. 

“I’ve known Ava since 
she was in the fifth grade,” 
said longtime Minnechaug 
head coach Nundi Gon-
calves. “She’s a very good 
soccer player and athlete. I’m 
very glad that she’s able to 
play soccer this year.” 

As a freshman, Kearney 
was selected as a member 
of the Lady Falcons varsity 
squad by Goncalves without 
even playing a game for the 
junior varsity team.

“I was nervous when 
I joined the varsity soccer 
team a freshman, but the se-
niors really helped me a lot,” 
Kearney said. “Nundi is a de-
manding soccer coach, but he 
only wants the best for each 
of his players.”

The other two current 
seniors who were also fresh-
men on the Lady Falcons 
2022 varsity soccer roster 
are Kelly Cronin and Zoriah 
Wray. 

Cronin is also recovering 
from an ACL injury to her 
right knee, which occurred 
during a varsity basketball 
game last winter. The timeta-
ble for her return to action is 
unknown.  

The Lady Falcons, who 
finished the 2022 season with 
an 18-3-2 overall record, 
captured the Western Mass. 
Class A title, and advanced to 
the final four of the Division 
2 state tournament.

“I look back on that sea-
son almost everyday day be-
cause it was so much fun,” 
Kearney said. “Seeing Nundi 
win a Western Mass title was 
very exciting.”

WILBRAHAM – The 
regular season got under-
way earlier this week, with 
Minnechaug playing on the 
road at East Longmeadow. 
In their preparation for 
the season, the Falcons 
field hockey team took on 
out of state competition 
as they faced Somers and 
Suffield, both Connecticut 
teams. Minnechaug will 
be challenged early, with 
their home opener coming 
up against perennial power 
Longmeadow on Friday, 
Sept. 5 at 6:30 p.m.

Field hockey team readies for regular season Minnechaug 
girls soccer 
hits the field 
this week

Falcons girls volleyball opens up season

SOUTH HADLEY – Af-
ter successful recruiting, the 
Quabbin Valley Baseball 
League has reached a deci-
sion to expand this year’s fall 
league to six teams.

With the expansion, there 
are still some open roster 
spots for players who are age 
28 and older. The league is set 
to get underway with its Sun-
day schedule beginning on 
Sunday, Sept. 7.

All players in the league 
will get to experience an 

eight-game slate with the cost 
in the range of $45 to $60 
depending on the number of 
players on the team. The cost 
reflects paying for insurance, 
umpires, baseballs, and fields.

Primary fields being used 
this fall include Mittineague 
in West Springfield and 
Beachgrounds Park in South 
Hadley, with a third field be-
ing finalized this week.

Players potentially inter-
ested in participating in the 
league this year, don’t wait to 

sign-up.
Go to www.quabbinval-

leybaseball.org and click on 
the registration page. If you 
have more questions, you can 
contact the league’s co-co-
ordinators at gscibelli22@
yahoo.com or ikhandfield@
gmail.com

The Quabbin Valley Base-
ball League is an over-28 
baseball league playing games 
during the spring and summer 
in Western Massachusetts. 
The league recently expanded 

to offer an over-28 fall league 
to allow players in the age 
range to face like competition 
during the fall months. There 
were four teams last year, and 
the league is expanding due 
to higher interest in its second 
year.

The tradition of fall league 
is to play with wood bats only. 
The league has nine-inning 
games and participants are 
guaranteed time in the field 
for at least four innings. 

Quabbin Fall League expands to six teams

Kendall Placzek 
drags a pass away.

Sydney 
Rocha 
takes part 
in drills 
during 
practice.

Minnechaug field hockey practices last week, getting ready for the fall season.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotots.com

Tess Morrow follows through on a hit. Trinity Burgemyer eyes an open teammate.

WILBRAHAM – Earlier this 
week, Minnechaug was able to get 
its regular season going, hosting 
Agawam High School in the season 
opener at home. Following a road 
match at Bay State Charter, Min-
nechaug returns home on Monday, 
Sept. 8 to face Westfield at 6 p.m.

Maliha Daubon goes lower for hit. Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotots.com

Minnechaug girls volleyball players do drills during practice last week.

Sireen Awkal gets ready to practice 
her serve.

Aezline Rost practices a set. Jordan Miller makes a bump. Addison Baldyga goes for a hit over 
the net.

Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 

our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital 
Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Please see SOCCER, 
page12
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Fairly large
  6. Barrels per day 

(abbr.)
  9. Cover the entirety of
 13. Leafy appetizer
 14. Showy ornament
 15. Norse 

personification of 
old age

 16. Athletes
 17. Closes tightly
 18. Attack via hurling 

items
 19. Where the reserves 

stand
 21. Sword
 22. Begat
 23. Damage another’s 

reputation
 24. Northeast
 25. Turf
 28. For each
 29. Hours (Spanish)
 31. Western state
 33. One who offers help
 36. Flanks

 38. A woolen cap of 
Scottish origin

 39. Free from drink or 
drugs

 41. Tunnels
 44. Mature
 45. More dried-up
 46. News organization
 48. Steal something
 49. Forms one’s public 

persona(abbr.)
 51. Female fish eggs
 52. Small petrel of 

southern seas
 54. Edible starches
 56. Historical
 60. In a place to sleep
 61. Horse grooms
 62. Off-Broadway 

theater award
 63. Chinese dynasty
 64. Resembling a wing
 65. Small projection on 

a bird’s wing
 66. Of the Isle of Man
 67. Derived unit of 

force (abbr.)

 68. Plate for Eucharist

CLUES DOWN
  1. Vipers
  2. Ancient city in Syria
  3. Slog
  4. Emits coherent 

radiation
  5. “Pollock” actor Harris
  6. Bleated
  7. Monetary units of 

Afghanistan
  8. Tooth doctor
  9. One who takes apart
 10. Commoner
 11. Beat poet Ginsberg
 12. Cave deposit material
 14. Home energy backup
 17. Begets
 20. Face part
 21. Frocks
 23. Hill or rocky peak
 25. Giving the impression 

of dishonesty
 26. About ear
 27. Male parents
 29. Popular grilled food

 30. Vaccine developer
 32. Not conforming
 34. Polite address for 

women
 35. 1970 U.S. 

environmental law
 37. Astronomical period 

of 18 years
 40. One who fights the 

government
 42. Center for Excellence 

in Education
 43. Watches discreetly
 47. An electrically 

charged atom
 49. Hymn
 50. Arabic given name
 52. Popular pie nut
 53. City in Zambia
 55. Species of cherry
 56. John __, British 

writer
 57. Be next to
 58. Make angry
 59. Give birth to a lamb 

or kid
 61. Unhappy

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

In the 2022 season open-
er, Cronin scored a pair of 
goals leading the Lady Fal-
cons to a 3-0 road win against 
the Westfield Bombers in a 

Coombs Division match-up.
Kearney netted her first 

career varsity goal two weeks 
later in a 2-0 win against rival 
Ludlow at historic Lusitano 
Stadium. Kylie Ray, who’s 
currently a sophomore mem-

ber of the women’s soccer 
team at Seton Hall University, 
was credited with the assist 
on Kearney’s goal.

“Kylie sent a cross into 
the box which was tipped by 
the goalie. I scored on a re-

bound shot,” Kearney said. “It 
was a great feeling, especial-
ly doing it against one of our 
biggest rivals.”

Ludlow was also a mem-
ber of the Coombs Division, 
but they’re a first-year mem-
bers of the Kurty/Fielding Di-
vision this fall.

After defeating Chicop-
ee Comp, 6-0, in the Class 
A quarterfinals, and West 
Springfield, 1-0, in the semifi-
nals, the Lady Falcons pulled 
out a thrilling 2-1 win in a 
penalty shootout over East 
Longmeadow in the champi-
onship game.

“We beat East Longmead-
ow in PK’s in the Western 
Mass. finals,” said Kearney. “I 
was in the lineup, but thank-
fully I didn’t have to take a 
shot during the shootout.”

The Lady Falcons lost to 
Silver Lake, 1-0, in the Divi-
sion 2 state semifinals, which 
was held at Doyle Field in 
Leominster.  It marked the 
first time Minnechaug Re-
gional played in the state 
semifinals since 2015 when 
they lost to Algonquin Re-

gional, 1-0, in the Division 1 
state semifinal match at West-
field State University.   

After graduating seven se-
niors, Kearney and her team-
mates posted a 13-5-2 overall 
record the following season.

The Lady Falcons lost in 
a penalty shootout to West 
Springfield in the Western 
Mass. semifinals and to Hing-
ham in a round of 16 contest 
in the Division 2 state tourna-
ment.  

“I do like the playoff for-
mat,” Kearney said. “Even 
if you don’t win a Western 
Mass. title, you still have a 
chance to win a state title. 
We’re hoping to win both 
a Western Mass. title and a 
state title this year.”

The Lady Falcons tri-cap-
tains of the 2023 squad were 
Lylah Jennotte, Zoey Carda-
no, and Ray.

With Kearney lending her 
support from the sidelines, 
Minnechaug posted an 8-7-5 
overall record a year ago.  

“It was very frustrat-
ing missing my whole ju-
nior year,” Kearney said. “I 

worked very hard during my 
recovery. I knew that I would 
be coming back this year.”

Kearney, who didn’t play 
in any of her team’s Pio-
neer Valley Summer Soccer 
League matches this past 
summer, was cleared to re-
turn to action on the first day 
of the high school practice, 
which was on August 18. 

The other four Lady Fal-
cons seniors listed on this 
year’s varsity roster are Cai-
lin O’Brien, Elizabeth Woy-
towicz, Alexis Carreira, and 
Zoe Pinnock.

The Lady Falcons starting 
goalie will most likely be ju-
nior Abigail Lee. As a soph-
omore, Lee was the backup 
goalie to Makenzi Pastreck, 
who’s beginning her fresh-
man year as a member of the 
Southern Connecticut Uni-
versity women’s soccer team. 

“I think we’re going to be 
a very good soccer team once 
again this year,” Goncalves 
said. “We do have a bunch of 
quality soccer players.”

SOCCER from page 11

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WILBRAHAM—There 
were many different sports 
camps held throughout West-
ern Massachusetts this sum-
mer.

The last one was called 
the Summer Sendoff Base-
ball Camp, which took place 
on the baseball fields at Spec 

Pond in Wilbraham during 
the third week of August 
and featured players 
from all over the region. 

The camp director is 
Dustin Bris-

son, 
who played Mi-

nor League Base-
ball for the Boston 
Red Sox. 

“This is our sec-
ond year holding the 
baseball camp and it 
has been absolutely 
incredible,” Brisson 
said. “All of the kids 
have been great. They 
understand that this 
isn’t just a normal 
day camp, it’s a skills 
camp. They’re learn-
ing different things 

about baseball ev-
ery day.”

B r i s s o n , 
who was born 

in Florida, played college 
baseball at the University of 
Central Florida from 1997-
2000. He was drafted by the 
New York Mets and the Miami 
Marlins before signing with 
the Red Sox. 

He advanced to Double A 
before his professional base-
ball career came to an end due 
to an injury.  

“I was blessed to have the 
opportunity to play profes-
sional baseball,” said Brisson, 
who also owns Forge Athlet-
ics. “I’m doing what I can to 
give back.” 

During one of his college 
baseball games in Orlando, 
Brisson hit a long flyball 

down the right field line. 
The base umpire was Don 
LaValley, who’s from 
Chicopee. LaValley ruled 

that the ball was foul, but it 
was a home run. LaValley told 
the campers that story at this 
year’s camp. 

“I’ve known Don since I 
was playing college baseball,” 
Brisson said. “We’re good 
friends now.”

About 45 youth baseball 
players between the ages of 
7-15 from Wilbraham and the 
surrounding communities at-
tended the baseball camp. The 
campers were split up into 
groups depending on their age.

“Once we know how many 
kids will be coming to the 
camp, we like to put them in 

groups depending on their 
age,” Brisson said. “We just 
want to make sure that the 
kids are in the appropriate skill 
level. It’s hard to put eighth 
or ninth graders with third or 
fourth graders. I want them 
to have fun and learn some 
new things at the same time. 
They’re learning for some of 
the best coaches in the area.” 

A couple of the camp in-
structors were Chade Shade, 
who was the first-year head 
coach of the Springfield Col-
lege baseball team, Dan Go-
mez, who’s the head baseball 
coach at Western New England 
University, and Terry Doyle, 
who coaches baseball at New 
England College which is in 
Henniker, NH.

Minnechaug Regional 
varsity baseball coach Mike 
Netkovick also worked at this 
year’s camp. 

“This is an outstanding 
baseball camp for the kids,” 
Netkovick said. “Dustin is a 
great guy, and he has an out-
standing baseball resume. I’m 
glad that I was able to help 
at this year’s camp. I never 
attended a camp like this one 
when I was a kid.”

Ray Fagnant, who grew up 
in Chicopee and is the Boston 
Red Sox Northeast Region-
al Scouting Supervisor, also 
helped at the camp.

A few of the different sta-
tions were hitting, fielding, 

and throwing.
One of the older campers 

was Nolan Witek, who’s from 
Wilbraham.

“This baseball camp is a 
lot of fun,” said Witek, who’s 
a sixth grader. “This camp 
will prepare me for my base-
ball tryouts for the Wilbraham 
Falcons in a couple of weeks. 
Baseball is my favorite sport.”

Brisson was also aided at 
the camp by his wife, Kasey.

“My wife is the backbone 
of the organization,” Brisson 
said. “She keeps everything in 
order. I appreciate all the sup-
port from many different peo-
ple that I’ve received running 
this camp.” 

Brisson and his staff are al-
ready looking forward to hold-
ing the baseball camp again 
next summer. 

Former minor league brings regional camp back

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotots.com

Sam Lacasse works on his pitching.

RIGHT: Parker Duquette winds 
back for a throw.

Luke LaChappelle eyes the ball as he swings. Alex Nunlist takes a swing. Eli Olbrych frames up a pitch.

Rick Colon practices his 
technique behind the plate.
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Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR
GREAT SERVICE

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm

Sun. closed

2 Convenient 
Locations

413-736-5476  •  parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

Ask about 
special pricing 

for first 
responders

15% OFF 
DRY CLEANING 

when you 
pre-pay!

413-244-1943
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

Affordable Waste SolutionsAffordable Waste Solutions
Your Hometown Provider for 

Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades
New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 • www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,  
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and 

everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

A specialty shop offering a wonderful variety of fine wines, 
craft beers - domestic & imported, sake, soju, mead, ciders 

and a nice selection of non-alcoholic beers & wines.
6 Burt Lane, Wilbraham (In the rear of the building)

413-279-1252
Open Mon.-Wed. 11am-8pm • Thurs. & Fri. 11am-10pm

Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 11am-7pm

• A wonderful variety of fine wines  
& craft beers - domestic & imported

• Unexpected offerings like sake, ciders, soju, 
mead honey wines & specialty soft drinks

• Gourmet foods like Greek olive oils, 
 balsamic vinegars, olives, pastas, 
 sauces & pasta dinner kits

6 Burt Lane, Wilbraham (In the rear of the building)  413-279-1252
Open Mon.-Wed. 11am-8pm • Thurs. & Fri. 11am-10pm • Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 11am-7pm

An exciting new specialty shop in the heart of Wilbraham!

Stop in and browse our selections, we look forward to meeting you!

MIX & MATCH BOTTLES OF WINE
 12 pk - 15% OFF • 6 pk - 10% OFF

Create Your Own 4 pk of Craft Beers!

Awarded 
First Place for 

“Outstanding Wine” 
at the 

ERC5 Feast 
In The East

SENIORS

Friends of Hampden Senior 
Citizens HUGE Indoor 

Tag Sale through Sept. 12
Shopping Hours Monday 

through Friday from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m.

***Final Sale Day: Satur-
day, Sept. 13 from 8 a.m. to 
Noon (no early birds!) *** 

Thank you for supporting 
this fundraiser. Proceeds from 
the Tag Sale will benefit se-
nior center programs and ac-
tivities. Please call 566-5588 
with any questions.

Friends of Hampden Se-
nior Citizens Annual Rice’s 
Farm Pie Sale Fundraiser. 
Order a delicious Apple or 
Pumpkin Pie between Sept. 2 
and Oct. 17. 

Pies are $19 each, and all 
proceeds from the sale will 
benefit programs and activi-
ties at the Senior Center. Pies 
will be available for pickup 
on Saturday, Nov. 1, from 
Noon to 1:30 p.m. in the se-
nior center parking lot. Or-
der forms are available at the 
Senior Center front desk. We 
appreciate your support! 

Crafts with Kim
Versatile Harvest/
Halloween Wreath 

Tuesday, Sept. 9, from 1 
to 3 p.m.

Slight changes will allow 
you to decorate as you wish. 

Cost is $25 for each 
wreath. All materials are pro-
vided. Projects are on display 
in the lobby. 

Please call 566-5588 to 
reserve your spot. Space is 
limited. 

Scrapbooking Class 
Every Tuesday, from 10 

a.m. to Noon
Please bring 7-8 photo-

graphs, scissors, a tape run-
ner, and any stickers you may 
wish to use. 

Kim will provide scrap-
booking paper and all the 
tools necessary to make your 
book gift-worthy. 

Cost is $10 per class. 

Do you need to get your 
affairs in order? 

Wednesday, Sept. 10 at 10 
a.m.

Patrick Sherman from 
Edward Jones will be here to 
help guide you through the 
necessary financial decisions 

you should make for yourself, 
rather than having someone 
make those choices for you. 

Join Pat for coffee and 
bring a family member or 
close friend to have a casual 
but important conversation. 

Pat will be here on the 
2nd Wednesday of each 
month and will be available 
to answer any questions until 
noon. He will schedule ap-
pointments to meet with you 
privately for your individual 
needs. 

Please call 566-5588 to 
sign up. 

Life with Bill: 
A New Model of Aging 
Friday, Sept. 12 at 12:30 

p.m. 
Join us for a tasty lunch 

of Chicken Piccata provided 
by Greater Springfield Senior 
Services at Noon (suggest-
ed donation for lunch is $3) 
and stay for a FREE program 
with Nick Kachulis, local 
author, storyteller, and pro-
fessional musician starting at 
12:30 pm. Nick will be here 
to perform his program of 
stories and music, Life with 
Bill: A New Model of Aging. 
A heartfelt tale of taking care 
of a parent in their later years, 
Life with Bill is both an ex-
ceptionally educational and 
entertaining experience. Nick 
Kachulis is a published au-
thor with work appearing in 
several periodicals, including 
Chicken Soup for the Soul: 
Grieving Loss and Healing. 
Nick’s music has been fea-
tured on broadcast television 
in Asia, Africa, Europe, North 
and South America, including 
ABC, PBS, HBO, and ESPN. 
Sign up today by calling 566-
5588. 

Sponsored by the Friends 
of Hampden Senior Citizens 
and BC/BS of MA. This pro-
gram is supported in part by a 
grant from the Hampden Cul-
tural Council, a local agency 
that is supported by the Mass 
Cultural Council, a state 
agency. 

FREE Tech Support 
Monday, Sept. 15, from 

10 to 11 a.m.
Everyday Tech Support 

will be available by appoint-
ment only for 30-minute 
sessions on the 3rd Monday 
of each month from 10 to 

11 a.m. to meet with you to 
address your technical ques-
tions. 

Come prepared with your 
charged portable device: mo-
bile phone, laptop, or tablet. 
Know your passwords, and 
have your questions written 
down. Time is of the essence; 
use it wisely. It’s a good idea 
to bring a notebook to take 
notes. Appointments are lim-
ited, and pre-registration is 
mandatory. 

Please call 566-5588 to 
schedule your appointment. 

Hershey Chocolate Tour
Tuesday, Sept. 16, 2025 1 

p.m. 
Join us for a virtual tour 

presented by the Hershey 
Story Museum in Hershey, 
Pennsylvania. 

Sweet Success: The Story 
of Milton Hershey & Interna-
tional Chocolate Tasting. 

Discover how Milton Her-
shey turned a simple cocoa 
bean into one of the most 
iconic chocolate brands in 
the world! You will embark 
on a guided chocolate tasting 
and explore the delicious fla-
vor profiles of single-source 
chocolates from across the 
globe. Limited spots avail-
able. 

You must pre-register for 
this program by calling 566-
5588. You don’t want to miss 
this delicious experience. 
Sponsored in part by: Katie 
Krupka, Assisted Living Lo-
cators 

Veteran Discounts 
Discussion with 

Jason Burgener, VSO 
Wednesday, Sept. 17, 

from 9:30 to 10 a.m.
Come, enjoy a cup of 

coffee, and learn what dis-
counts are available to Veter-
ans and how to access these 
money-saving opportunities. 
Please call 566.5588 to let us 
know you’re coming. 

Grandparents Day/
Thunderbirds BINGO 
Thursday, Sept. 18, at 

Noon  
Grandparents Luncheon 
Lunch: Hot Dog, Broccoli 

Slaw & Baked Beans Provid-
ed by GSSSI. $3 Suggested 
Donation 

Followed by: BINGO with 

BOOMER and the Spring-
field Thunderbirds. 

We will have Thunder-
birds prizes, including tickets 
to games, koozies, t-shirts, 
and more! 

This is a FREE event. 
Come and have your picture 
taken with Boomer and win 
great prizes. 

Please call 566-5588 to 
reserve your seat. Space is 
limited. 

Greeting Cards with Ellie 
Monday, Sept. 22, 1 to 3 

p.m. 
Come and discover end-

less possibilities for creating 
your own personal greeting 
cards. Learn new techniques 
each month. 

Cost is $3.00 per person. 
All materials are provided. 

Please call 566-5588 to 
reserve your spot. Space is 
limited. 

Lobby Learning
 Thursdays in September

Don’t have time to come 
in and sit for a long presenta-
tion? We understand. 

Lobby Learning is aimed 
at welcoming businesses and 
organizations to provide help-
ful information to you. 

You are welcome to stop 
in to pick up information and 
speak one-on-one with repre-
sentatives in the senior center 
lobby and stay for as long as 
you need to get your ques-
tions answered. 

Perhaps there is an orga-
nization you would like us to 
welcome? Please let us know. 

Sept. 4: Assisted Living 
Locators, Katie Krupka

Sept 11: Retired Senior 
Volunteer Program (S.S.V.P.)

Sept. 18: Alzheimer’s As-
sociation

Sept. 25: Kind Hands 
Home Care   

Do you have Parkinson’s 
Disease, or know someone 

who does? 
PWR! Moves Group 
Exercise Classes with 
Lisa Kern, OT, Reiki 

Master/Holistic Therapist 
Mondays from 9 to 10 

a.m. 
A Parkinson-specific ex-

ercise class that “makes func-
tion, exercise” to keep you 
moving and doing more of 

what you want to do! As you 
practice, you will be chal-
lenged physically and cogni-
tively while working on fit-
ness goals: strength, balance, 
agility, aerobics, and flexibil-
ity. 

Exercises are designed to 
improve your fitness, coun-
teract your PD symptoms, 
and increase your daily ac-
tivity. This whole-body, func-
tion-focused exercise class 
will push you to do more than 
you think you can in a fun, 
empowering, and enriched 
environment! 

Pre-paid rate for 8 class-
es: $65, Drop-in rate: $10 per 
class. Please call 566-5588 to 
sign up. 

Common Threads Led by 
Joan Tompkins, PhD 
Mondays, from 12:30 to 

1:30 p.m. – No meeting on 
9/8 and 9/15.

Come join this friendly 
group…  Share memories and 
learn new coping skills on 
how to deal with loss, lone-
liness, and adapting to life 
changes. There is no charge 
to join this group. All are wel-
come. 

Please call 566-5588 to let 
us know you’re coming. 

Ukulele Classes with 
Amy Scott 

Current session runs 
through October 20th. Drop-
ins are welcome! 

No classes on 9/1 & 10/13 
New Times: Mondays
Beginner Ukulele – 11:45 

a.m. to 12:45 p.m. 
Cost is $50 for the session 

if paid in full or $7 per class 
for drop-ins. 

Advanced Ukulele – 1 to 
2:30 p.m. 

Cost is $80 for the ses-
sion. Please call 566-5588 to 
sign up. 

Pickleball for Seniors
 60 and older at 

Thornton Burgess, 
85 Wilbraham Rd, Hampden

Wednesday morning 
timeslots: 8, 9:30, or 11 a.m. 

You must call the senior 
center to sign up. 

This program is for new 
players and beginners looking 
to hone their skills and learn 
the rules of the game. 

Please call 566-5588 to 

register and schedule your 
court time. 

Living Stronger…
Longer… with Lamar Moore 

Tuesdays from 2:15 to 3 
p.m. 

Classes in September will 
be on the 9th, 16th, 23rd, and 
30th. 

Join Lamar to learn about 
balance and how it impacts 
your overall health and well-
ness. Get tips on strength 
training and cardiovascular 
endurance to increase mobil-
ity and flexibility.

“It’s never too late to start 
making progress on your 
health span. Muscles and bal-
ance are the two things you 
can train and improve even as 
you age.” 

The new 11-week ses-
sion begins September 30th 
through December 16th.

Cost is $55 for the session 
if paid in full or $6 per class. 
Please call 566-5588 to re-
serve your spot. 

Ballroom Dance for
 Balance and Longevity
Thursdays, from 2:15 to 

3:15 p.m.
Current session through 

Sept. 18. No classes on 9/4 
and 9/11.

Social dance classes led 
by Amy Villalobos-Schold, a 
skilled occupational therapist. 
Focused on strengthening, 
stability, and modifications… 
so you can dance! Beginners 
and singles welcome! 

The new 8-week ses-
sion begins September 25th 
through November 13th 

Cost is $60 per person for 
the 8-week session if paid in 
full, or $10 for drop-ins. 

Please call 566-5588 to 
reserve your spot. 

“African Drumming” 
with Jason 

NEW TIME** Fridays 
from 2 to 3 p.m. 

The new 14-week session 
begins Sept. 5 through Dec. 
12. No class on 11/28. 

All are welcome! No pre-
vious experience necessary. 

Cost is $80 for the 14-
week session if paid in full, or 
$7 per class for drop-ins. 

Please call 566-5588 to 
reserve your spot. Space is 
limited. 

Monthly Highlights for September at the Hampden Senior Center:
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

TAG SALE
SEPTEMBER 5-6-7. 24 Pine View 
Street, Palmer 01069. Fri. 5pm - dusk; 
Saturday 9am-dusk; Sunday 10-3. 
Quaboag mobile home park.

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising, 
radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item 
or entire estate. 

Call Paul 
413-206-8688.

ANTIQUES AND OLD
 STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #1045405

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HEATING &        
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING &
 COOLING LLC.

 Now is the time to get your AC, Heating & 
Water Heater cleanings before the winter. 
413-275-4408

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
 SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

  MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned, 

Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994 

COUNSELING
LIFE COACH BELLE

LIFECOACHBELLE@YAHOO.COM
413-330-4013

Helping you bring structure 
and meaning to your life.

GMC AND CORVETTE NOS PARTS 
and repair items, collection of metal signs, 
car books, repair manuals and literature. 
All at very good prices. Call for information 
413-531-6835.

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33’, 2 
SLIDE OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $9500. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

MAINTENANCE
20 to 25 hours per week.

Experience required in all aspects of 
property maintenance and repair. Work in-
cludes, but is not limited to: snow removal, 
electrical, plumbing, painting, carpentry, 
and grounds keeping.  Must be available 
every other week for on call emergen-
cy maintenance requests. Valid driver’s 
license and clean driving record. Profes-
sional references required.  Criminal back-
ground check required. Insurance and full 
state benefits package available.

Please submit resume to:
Wilbraham Housing Authority

88 Stony Hill Rd., 
Wilbraham, Ma 01095

Deadline for resumes 12 PM, September 
19, 2025. Equal Opportunity Employer

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

SQUIER & CO. is looking to hire an oil 
truck driver $35-$40/hr. full time or part-
time. Squier will provide help with en-
dorsements and CDL training for the right 
candidate! Email: squieroil@verizon.
net. Call 413-267-3184 or visit us at 5 
Squier Ave., Monson, MA. Monday-Friday.

Town of Blandford 
is seeking a fulltime ASSISTANT
 TREASURER/COLLECTOR. 
Pay range $29.50-$37.50/hour. 

Please visit our website for full job
 description. 

Submit resume to Administrator@
townofblandford.com

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

SHOP, WAREHOUSE, GARAGE, light 
industrial, yard space, contractor space/
yard for rent. 2k to 4k sq. ft. indoor space 
available. Large yard/outdoor parking 
available. Location: 1317 Federal St., 
Belchertown, MA. Contact Ben 413-
372-2216.

FOR RENT
4 ROOMS, 2 BEDROOMS, 1.5/baths, 
appliances included. $1500/mo. No utilities. 
1st/last/security. References and proof of 
income required.  Call 413-589-0401.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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Base Price
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$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

(413) 687-5552

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair

Steps, Patios
Stone Veneer
Brick Work

Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
frenchyn@gmail.com

MASONRY

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

TUNE-UPS

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD

The Wilbraham Planning 
Board will hold a Public Hearing 
on Wednesday, September 24, 
2025, at 6:00 PM in the Town 
Office Building, 240 Springfield 
Street, on the application of Dan-
iel Strum (contractor) for 1) Site 
Plan Approval (SPA25-02) under 
Sections 3.4.2.8 and 4.10 of the 
Wilbraham Zoning Bylaw to al-
low construction of an 897 square 
foot detached Accessory Dwell-
ing Unit (ADU) with attached 
garage and 2) a Special Permit 
(SP25-04) under Section 3.9.2.2 
of the Wilbraham Zoning Bylaw 
to allow the proposed attached 
garage with a building footprint 
of 480 square feet resulting in 
combined garage area in the 
proposed and existing garage in 
excess of 1,100 square feet on 
property owned by Christopher 
and Melissa Knowles located at 
27 Stonegate Circle as shown 
on plans on file in the Planning 
Office and posted for public 
viewing on the Planning Board 
page of the Town of Wilbraham 
website at www.wilbraham-ma.
gov/123/Planning-Board. Both 
in person and virtual participa-
tion are available. To participate 

virtually go to https://meet.goto.
com/637841781 or call 866-899-
4679 (Access Code: 637-841-
781).

James Rooney, Chair
09/04, 09/11/2025

WILBRAHAM
 PLANNING BOARD

The Wilbraham Planning 
Board will hold a Public Hearing 
on Wednesday, September 24, 
2025, at 6:15 PM in the Town 
Office Building, 240 Springfield 
Street, on the application of Sab-
bie Siniscalchi (contractor) for 
Site Plan Approval (SPA25-03) 
under Sections 3.4.2.8 and 4.10 
of the Wilbraham Zoning Bylaw 
to allow construction of a 543 
square foot attached Accessory 
Dwelling Unit (ADU) on proper-
ty owned by Anthony Tyler and 
Rebecca Impionbato located at 
664 Stony Hill Road as shown 
on plans on file in the Planning 
Office and posted for public 
viewing on the Planning Board 
page of the Town of Wilbraham 
website at www.wilbraham-ma.
gov/123/Planning-Board. Both 
in person and virtual participa-
tion are available. To participate 
virtually go to https://meet.goto.

com/637841781 or call 866-899-
4679 (Access Code: 637-841-
781).

James Rooney, Chair
09/04, 09/11/2025

WILBRAHAM 
BOARD OF APPEALS

PUBLIC HEARING
The Wilbraham Zoning Board 

of Appeals will hold a Public 
Hearing on Thursday, Septem-
ber 18, 2025 at 5:45 PM on the 
application of Mark Nowak for 
1) a Special Permit (ZBA25-09) 
under the provisions of Sections 
3.4.5.20(B) and 6.5.11 of the 
Wilbraham Zoning By-Law to 
allow retail sales of used automo-
biles and trucks ancillary to the 
existing limousine transportation 
business and 2) a variance under 
the provisions of Section 15.5.2.2 
of the Wilbraham Zoning By-
Law to allow the automobiles to 
be parked within the front and 
rear yard setbacks on property 
owned by Nowak Family Trust 
at 8 Stony Hill Road as further 
specified in the application on 
file in the Planning Office and 
posted for public viewing on the 
Zoning Board of Appeals page of 
the Town of Wilbraham website 

at www.wilbraham-ma.gov/135/
Zoning-Board-of-Appeals.

Both in person and virtual 
participation are available. To 
participate virtually go to https://
meet.goto.com/389877245 or 
call 877-309-2073 (Access 
Code: 389-877-245).

Edward Kivari Jr., Chairman
09/04, 09/11/2025 

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD25C0213CA  
In the matter of: 

Azariy Eskandarinejad
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
A Petit ion to Change 

Name of Minor has been filed 
by Azariy Eskandarinejad of 
Wilbraham, MA requesting 
that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to: 

Azariy Banari 
 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appearance 
at: Hampden Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
09/25/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
if you object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date:  August 27, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

09/04/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD25C0215CA  
In the matter of: 

Kian Eskandarinejad
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
A Petit ion to Change 

Name of Minor has been filed 

by Kian Eskandarinejad of 
Wilbraham, MA requesting 
that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to: 

Kian Banari 
 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appearance 
at: Hampden Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
09/25/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
if you object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date:  August 27, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

09/04/2025

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Wilbraham-Hampden Times

PUBLIC NOTICES

room was named after Kyle 
Humphries, a wrestler and 
coach from East Longmead-
ow who passed away in 2022 
at the age of 25. 

Ducey addressed the de-
velopment during the Select-
men’s report. 

He began by noting that 
several months ago, there was 
a discussion with the Friends 
groups for the senior center 
and Parks and Rec. Depart-
ment about naming rights and 
“a host of other things.” 

Ducey complimented both 
groups for raising millions of 
dollars over the past several 
years, essentially applauding 
them for going about it the 
right way. 

He continued to note that 
on Aug. 12, he received an 
invitation for the ribbon-cut-

ting ceremony at Memorial 
School for Aug. 16, which he 
couldn’t attend. 

“I didn’t really put much 
thought into it… because I 
hadn’t heard anything about 
it,” Ducey said. 

However, he was out to eat 
with friends over the week-
end, who began asking him 
about it. He said he didn’t 
know anything, and they were 
surprised because they saw it 
on the news. 

The next day, the Western 
Mass News video popped up 
on his Facebook, and Ducey 
watched the video. 

He wasn’t quite sure how 
to react. 

“I was kind of baffled by 
this,” Ducey said. “Reported-
ly, there were $65,000 of im-
provements in the wrestling 
rec room in a building whose 
fate is yet to be determined.” 

Ducey said he was sur-

prised that improvements of 
that extent occurred. 

“What was equally sur-
prising to me is the room is 
named after an individual 
who unfortunately passed 
away tragically in his mid-
20s, who had been a member 
of that program for years,” 
Ducey said, shortly before 
questioning why the Select 
Board wasn’t part of this 
naming process. 

After watching the news 
report, Ducey contacted the 
Friends of Recreation, and 
a member told him that they 
donated under $10,000 to 
contribute to the renovation. 

“I’m still trying to balance 
the [other] $55,000 that was 
raised by them somehow,” 
Ducey said. 

Ducey added that the sit-
uation illustrates the need to 
have a unified, comprehen-
sive vision or policy regard-

ing gifts and naming rights. 
“I don’t like to be the one 

who rains on the parade, but 
it’s not in the best interests 
of the town or the residents 
to not have clear direction on 
these types of gifts,” Ducey 
said.

Ducey explained that he 
would really like to under-
stand several things. 

“First, who or what en-
tity accepted this gift? And 
allowed these improvements 
to occur without the Select 
Board knowing? That’s a 
substantial amount of mon-
ey,” Ducey said. “The sec-
ond thing, I’d really like to 
know about who or what en-
tity named it? It doesn’t seem 
right that we would not be 
involved in that discussion on 
some level. And, I really think 
as a board, we need to reprior-
itize that.” 

Ducey again emphasized 

that he hates to be the one 
who rains on the parade and 
said he doesn’t seek to make 
this a “negative thing.”

“But it’s really one of 
those questions we need the 
answers, and we need to un-
derstand better,” Ducey said. 
“Who’s accepting gifts? We 
need to think about this in a 
more comprehensive way.” 

Longtime Select Board 
member Sue Bunnell then 
noted that she had recol-
lection of the item being 
discussed before the Select 
Board a long time ago. 

“I will just mention that 
I do remember us being in-
formed of donations that were 
heading in that direction for 
the wrestling room donations 
and improvements. There was 
notification that I have mem-
ory of,” Bunnell said. 

Ducey responded that 
maybe it occurred before he 

joined the board, which Bun-
nell said was a good question. 

Ducey was still adamant. 
He said maybe initial approv-
al was given, but he doesn’t 
believe the entire $65,000 
project was approved. 

“Maybe because that start-
ed, they felt as though they 
had the ability to just continue 
to add on?” Ducey said. 

Select Board Chair Mi-
chael Squindo acknowledged 
Ducey’s concerns and said 
that it will be important to 
communicate to avoid a simi-
lar occurrence from unfolding 
again. 

“I think your point is 
well taken that just making 
sure whatever the practice is 
and what the policy is clear-
ly outlined for all parties, so 
we don’t find ourselves with 
what happened in this situa-
tion,” Squindo said. 

RENOVATIONS 
from page 1

had a concert there two years 
ago. Emile Lang, the adult 
service librarian, said she was 
excited to have York return.

“We’ve known Matt for 
a while, and we were glad 
to welcome him back to the 
library. The library is always 
interested in showing inde-
pendent artists, they real-
ly help us appeal to a wide 
range of audiences that live 
in town,” Lang said.

Lang enjoys concerts be-
ing performed at the library.

“There aren’t a ton of 
concerts outside, since the 
weather is always a factor, 
but we still do host many solo 
acts and groups who are hap-
py to perform here, and we’re 
happy to welcome them. Our 
next concert is scheduled for 
Dec. 8, which is a winter hol-
iday concert with Melodious 
Zach.” Lang said.

During his performance, 
York shared the story of when 
he attended a music festival, 
and was backstage waiting to 
get on stage with two other 
groups. 

“I remember looking 

around and seeing a Spanish 
band and a Korean group, 
and there was an obvious 
language barrier, but at some 
point we all just started mak-
ing noise, making music, 
together. It wasn’t anything 
grand by any means, but still, 
we all connected through the 
music,” York said.

York has been performing 
for 40 years, learning how to 
play the guitar around the age 
of 10 while living in Austin, 
Texas. 

“For me, Willie Nelson 
was the biggest thing in the 
world when I was a kid. He’s 
a huge inspiration for me just 
because he’s this chameleon 
who wants to play with ev-
eryone. I’ve played shows in 
the poorest parts of Tennes-
see to the yacht clubs in the 
Cape, and I just hope that ev-
eryone feels the spirit and fun 
that Willie was able to bring,” 
York said.

Before his final song, 
York shared one of his favor-
ite quotes by Nelson, “We are 
the same. There is no differ-
ence anywhere in the world. 
People are people. They 
laugh, cry, feel, and love, 
and music seems to be the 

commons denomination that 
brings us all together. Music 
cuts through all boundaries 
and goes right to the soul.” 

He ended the night play-
ing “Turn Out The Lights, 
The Party’s Over”, wishing 
the audience a good night and 

hoping that, just for that hour, 
his audience came together to 
feel the joy that music brings 
him.

YORK from page 1

Turley photo by Angelina Acevedo

Matt York performing outside the WPL on a cool summer evening.

Wilbraham 
sponsors a 
Dementia 
Caregiver
Support Group

WILBRAHAM – Join our 
Caregiver Support Group.

Find strength and under-
standing together. 

Are you caregiver for 
someone and feeling over-
whelmed and would like a 
safe place to talk and gather 
information and resources?

The Wilbraham Senior 
Center will host a Caregiver 
Support Group on the second 
Wednesday of each month 
from 6 to 7 p.m.

RSVP to Barbara at 413-
596-8379 or bharrington@
wilbraham-ma.gov.

The group is open to ev-
eryone.

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com
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Put Our Team To Work For You. 4 Local Offices - Global Network

Easy Property Search at LandmarkRE.com
Follow us on facebook.com/LandmarkLortie and instagram.com/landmarkrealtorsma

John Moltenbrey
427-5176

Kathi Calabrese
374-5867

Sandy Wegrzyn
519-1056

Ann Marie Martin
206-1161

Art Ferrara
348-5827

Steve Lortie
427-4122

Ann Paquette
626-6871

Sue Rheaume
478-0671

Dot Lortie
478-1940

Tom Avezzie
218-7991

Alyssa Rhodes
896-9269

Kathy Esser
348-3803

CAREER IN  REAL ESTATE? Call Us or Visit  Landmark RE.com and Click on Careers 
HIRING ASSOCIATES FOR OFFICES IN: Wilbraham,  

E. Longmeadow, Monson, and SpringfieldNick Ferrara
386-4523

Ask Us For A Highest Price Analysis On Your Home
Relocation Across The Country or Around The World

Sales Positions Available – Licensing Course 
Market Leader -Serving Our Communities Since 1987

Luci Giguere
575-2837

Dawn Rodgers
478-2605

Linda Alston
246-8616

Maria D’Angelantonio
575-2898

Eileen O’Sullivan
505-9244

Zoe Czaplicki 
519-9224

Shari Lokey 
218-8811

Chrissy Albano
374-6254

Search LandmarkRE.com For All Listings In Western MA

CALL US FOR DETAILS ON ANY OF THESE PROPERTIES
SINGLE FAMILY LISTINGS

STATUS ADDRESS DESCRIPTION LIST PRICE SOLD PRICE 
NEW 131 Endicott St., Springfield 5 room, 3 bed, 1f 0h bath Ranch  ■ $309,900
ACT 92 Juniper Ridge Dr., Agawam 8 room, 3 bed, 2f 1h bath Ranch ■ $849,900
ACT 30 Beauchamp, Springfield 8 room, 4 bed, 1f 0h bath Colonial  $295,000
PCG 1 Ina St., Springfield 8 room, 2 bed, 1f 0h bath Bungalow $239,900
CTG 58 Bennett Rd., Hampden 6 room, 4 bed, 2f 0h bath Cape $329,900
CTG 61 West St., Ludlow 7 room, 3 bed, 1f 0h bath Cape $299,900
CTG 27 Goodwin St., Springfield 4 room, 2 bed, 1f 0h bath Bungalow $258,700
CTG 53 Wood End Rd., Springfield 5 room, 3 bed, 1f 0h bath Ranch $275,000 
SLD 12 Federal St. Ext., Agawam, 8 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath Dutch Colonial $465,000 $478,000 
SLD  47 Mayfair St., East Longmeadow 7 room, 4 bed, 1f 1h bath Ranch $309,900  $315,000
SLD 2 Anna Marie Lane, East Longmeadow, 8 room, 4 bed, 2f 1h bath Colonial $849,900 $825,000 
SLD 65 River Park Dr., Hampden 7 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath Colonial $449,000  $450,000 
SLD  313 Bennett Rd., Hampden 7 room, 3 bed, 2f 1h bath Cape $510,000 $500,000
SLD  98 Town Farm Rd., Monson 11 room, 5 bed, 3f 0h bath Contemporary $619,900  $647,500 
SLD 75 Puritan Rd., Springfield, Sixteen Acres 9 room, 3 bed, 2f 0h bath Ranch $299,900  $312,000
SLD  302 West Allen Ridge Rd., Springfield East Forest Park, 6 room, 4 bed, 2f 0h bath Ranch $309,000  $325,000 
SLD 4 Mark Twain Dr., Wilbraham 9 room, 4 bed, 2f 2h bath Colonial $599,900 $622,000 

CONDOMINIUM LISTINGS
ACT  2205 Boston Rd., U:i 82 Wilbraham 7 room, 2 bed, 2f 1h bath Townhouse $289,900

MULTI FAMILY LISTINGS
SLD  26 S. Main St., Belchertown, 3 unit, 22 total rooms, 9 total bedrooms 3 Family $739,999  $695,000

LAND LISTINGS
ACT 7 Old Reed Rd lot:6, Monson 8.50 Residential acres (370,260 SqFt) $99,000
ACT 454 Ridge Road, Wilbraham 1.78 Residential acres (77,555 SqFt) $218,000 
SLD 160 Silver Street, Monson 4.93 Residential acres (214,751 SqFt) $99,000  $90,000

➜
and Longmeadow--with tick-
ets costing $1 per ticket or $5 
for six tickets. A benefit raffle 
also took place ahead of the 
event from Aug. 11 through 
22.

The Walk to End Alzhei-
mer’s takes place on Sunday, 
Oct. 26, at 10 a.m. at Holyoke 
Community College. 

Ruth Arnold, one of the 
event coordinators, was back 
at it with Deb Fox selling raf-
fle tickets to attendees as they 
arrived.

“This is one of our biggest 
fundraisers. The Tri-Town 
Team is Longmeadow, East 
Longmeadow and Hampden. 
We’ve done the raffles, they’ve 
done the Dinner Dance, we 
also had the tag sale at East 
Longmeadow,” Arnold said. 

“We’re going to be selling 
ornaments at the Little E, the 
East Longmeadow Farmers 
Market and the Loomis House 
Craft Sale,” Fox added.

“That’ll all go directly to 
the Tri-Town Team Walk to 
End Alzheimer’s,” Arnold 
said. 

Arnold is passionate about 
hosting the Dinner Dance in 
Hampden, bringing people to-
gether for an important cause.

“It’s a fundraiser. It’s 
to raise money, it’s to have 
company and talk to people 
and to enjoy the night for a 
good cause. That’s what it’s 
all about,” Arnold said. “You 
don’t have to dance. Listen to 
the music, have a good time 
and it’s a great fundraiser.”

HSC Executive Director 
Rebecca Moriarty expressed 
gratitude to attendees for their 
support of the event and the 
Alzheimer’s Association.

“So, we know that in one 
way or another, we have all 
been touched by this disease. 
It’s an honor for us—the staff 
and the volunteers—to host 
this event every year to give 
back to the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation in hopes of finding a 
cure someday,” Moriarty said. 
“We know that there have 
been breakthroughs recent-
ly. There’s been some really 

great things coming out and 
so we are very, very hopeful 
that even our little bit of mon-
ey that goes to the association 
will help to further develop 
the new findings and the new 
medications and the new re-
search so that we can beat this 
terrible disease.”

Moriarty credited Wendy 
Cowles, the senior center’s 
outreach coordinator, who 
makes sure there’s an event ev-
ery year to support the Alzhei-
mer’s Association. Also, the 
facilitator behind the Memory 
Café held every Friday at the 
senior center. 

“So, thank you, Wendy, 
for making sure we do that,” 
Moriarty said. 

On the Tri-Town Team, 
Moriarty explained the three 
communities team up, credit-

ing Arnold and Fox.
“They’re very good friends 

to us, they’re very good friends 
to the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion. They made sure the raffle 
out here in the hallway was 

taken care of, they recruit peo-
ple to walk,” Moriarty said. 
“So, thank you Ruth and Deb 
for always being there and for 
always being so supportive.”

Arnold said one thing she 

wished people knew about 
Alzheimer’s or dementia is 
there’s progress on early de-
tection and to reach out if you 
know someone who needs 
help.

Also, you’re not alone. 
“Reach out to somebody. 

There’s a 24/7 hotline they can 
call any time and get help with 
anything,” Arnold said. “Don’t 
be afraid. Pick up a card and 
call if you need some help. 
Just don’t be afraid to do that.”

The hotline is 800-272-
3900. 

During the event, Moriar-
ty shared a special announce-
ment that connected to the 
Alzheimer’s community. 

“The exciting news is that 
a participant in the Memo-
ry Cafe, Melva, has written 
a book. She wrote a book 
about her experience with 
the Hampden Senior Center 
Memory Cafe that she used to 
attend with her husband, Jerry, 
who has Alzheimer’s disease. 
So, she wrote a book and that 
book has been published,” 
Moriarty said. 

The book is called “Thanks 
For The Memories” and is 
available on Amazon. The au-
thor, Melva Michaelian, will 
hold a book signing at 12:30 
p.m. on Sept. 19 at the senior 
center. 

Moriarty’s message to the 
attendees at the fundraiser was 
this.

“Thank you so much for 
being here tonight, thank you 
for your support of the Alz-
heimer’s Association. Every 
single penny from this dinner 
goes directly to the Alzhei-
mer’s Association. So, we’re 
very proud of that,” Moriarty 
said. 

Arnold expressed her grat-
itude to the senior center. 

“The Hampden Senior 
Center is the greatest place in 
the world to give to the com-
munity and to others and I 
wish that more people would 
come,” Arnold said. “I hope 
they understand that. These 
people are working their tail 
ends off tonight and it’s so im-
portant and they know that and 
that’s why they do it.”

DANCE from page 1

A group of supporters for the Alzheimer’s Association pose for a photo.

Ruth Arnold and Deb Fox smile at the raffle table. 

Tom Farrow and Caryn Greco 
pose for a photo.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers


