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Dennis Lopata has retired after 19 years
of serving as executive director of the Life
Care Center of Wilbraham.

Miles.

Served as executive
director of Life Care
Center of Wilbraham

By Kristin Rivers

krivers @turley.com

WILBRAHAM -
~ Lopata has retired from serving
. as executive director of the Life
. Care Center of Wilbraham af-

ter 19 years.

His last day was Aug. 28
and he plans to spend more
. time with his family, enjoy
,,-J life and play more golf.
' David Carboneau will serve
as interim executive director and
Life Care will figure out the suc-
cession from there.

Lopata grew up in Wilbraham
and is a graduate of Minnechaug Re-
gional High School and was nomi-

nated as an Alumni Hall of Fame
Inductee by prior Times Editor
Charlie Bennett and the late David

Please see LOPATA, page 8
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By Harold Anderson
Correspondent

HAMPDEN - Never ones
to miss a great opportunity for
a fun celebration, many area se-
niors joined in as the Hampden
Senior Center observed National
Hawaiian Shirt Day on Friday,
Aug. 21 with a themed lunch and
entertainment from the “Happy
Ukes” play group consisting of
members from the Senior Cen-

ter’s Advanced Ukelele Group.

On the menu that day was

a delicious plate of Hawaiian
Chicken Salad, Ginger Lime
Coleslaw, Macaroni Salad, a Ha-
waiian Roll—of course!—and
Pineapple provided by Greater
Springfield Senior Services.

To get in the mood for the
event, each table had a center-
piece decoration of a large grass
skirted display surrounded by
small seashells and topped with
a paper drink umbrella. In line
with the day’s celebration, many

Please see LUNCHEON, page 8

Turley photo by
Harold Anderson

Bottom row,

Cathie Morini (East
Longmeadow), Karen
Amerman (Monson),
Beth-Ann Latsko
(East Longmeadow)
and Jan Kibbe
(Hampden). Top
row, Amy Scott
(Hampden), the
teacher of the
group, and Sue

Leto Devereaux
(Springfield).

Select Board talks
micro-mobility
vehicles in town

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

WILBRAHAM - The
Select Board addressed con-
cerns regarding motorized ve-
hicles within town limits.

Select Board Chair Marc
Ducey presented the item to
the Board on Aug. 17.

“I asked for this next item
to get on the agenda. Nick and
I were talking about it last
week. I've talked about this,
about e-bike—and micro-mo-
bility is the new term—Ieg-
islation for some time now,”’
Ducey said.

He stated the catalyst be-
hind presenting this was in
light of a 19-year-old who
was struck and killed while
on an e-bike in South Hadley
on Aug. 13.

Ducey expressed concern
about the issue and said the

Police Chief Ed Lennon and
him have spoken about the
subject on “a couple occa-
sions.”

“Since then, I actually
reached out to Senator Olivei-
ra’s office,” Ducey said. “I
spoke to his chief of staff and
I spoke to the senator today
about this. I think it’s time we
really think about what we
can do as a municipality.”

He explained the governor
“had filed some legislation”
but, according to Oliveira,
“he would be very surprised”
if they saw any legislative
changes occur “before a year
from now.”

Ducey also believed there
wouldn’t be any legislative
action “any time soon” but
also stated there were five
different communities who

Please see E-BIKES, page 9

MSBA to visit WMS in September

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The
Massachusetts School Build-
ing Authority will be doing
an on-site visit to Wilbraham

Middle School in September.
Assistant Superintendent
for Finance, Operations and
Human Resources Dr. Doug-
las Slaughter shared this in-
formation during the Aug. 20
School Committee meeting.
This latest update comes

after the School Committee
approved revisions to the
FY27 budget on July 30 to
include an interim plan for
WMS as it awaits a decision
from the MSBA on entering
the Core program.

Slaughter explained the

MSBA would conduct their
visit on Sept. 16.

“So, 1 believe we’ve
mentioned to you before
that the folks at MSBA have
scheduled an on-site vis-

Please see VISIT, page 13

. —

Turley photo by Noelle Hisgen

Marianne Mercado holds up one of her plants.

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

Wilbraham Public Library
hosts annual Plant Swap

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - The li-
brary hosted their Second An-
nual Plant Swap event in the
Brooks Room on Aug. 15.

People entered the library
with a vast amount of plants
eager to trade with one an-
other. There were also special
tables to simply adopt a plant
for free without any trading
necessary.

Adult Services Librarian
Emilie Lang, who oversaw

the program, spoke about the
plant swap that afternoon.
“I'm a big house plant
keeper myself, and I know a
lot of people in Wilbraham
are as well. So we wanted to
be able to share this with each
other,” Lang said. “It is so
great to see fellow houseplant
lovers, and it’s a great way
to build community as well.
We’re not selling or buying
plants or anything like that.
So, it really encapsulates the

Please see SWAP, page 9
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Selectboard approves tobacco services

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Se-
lectboard approved tobacco
services during a Board of
Health discussion on Aug. 17.

The board met with Me-
gan Dacosta from the Massa-
chusetts Health Officers As-
sociation, who explained she
was there to help on services
related to tobacco compli-
ance, inspections and youth
access checks.

“So, this isn’t something

that Hampden received in the
last fiscal year, but we want-
ed to make sure that if there
were any questions that you
all had, we’d be happy to
assist in that,” Dacosta said.
“And I'm happy to go over
what that process looks like
and what that would entail for
you.”
After Selectboard Chair
John Flynn asked who does
the  “undercover  work,”
Dacosta replied there’s “a
couple options.”

“So, we are offering three
options. The third option be-
ing a mini grant, which would
be if your municipality had
the ability to do their own to-
bacco retail inspections. Like
going in to check the stores,
If you had that ability, you
could apply for funding. It’d
be a stipended opportunity,”
Dacosta said. “But, the pre-
vious two would be done by
MHOA staff. So, option one
would be receiving just those
youth access compliance
checks, so that would be those
undercover youth that are em-
ployees of MHOA that would
be brought to each of the per-
mitted retailers in Hampden.
From what I saw, it looks like
you guys have four stores that
have tobacco permits.”

Board of Health Opera-
tions Coordinator Laurie Dut-
ton noted that was correct and
asked this question.

“How does a vending cig-
arette vending machine come
into play?” Dutton said.

Dacosta said this depends
on local regulations.

“They’re not banned in
the state law. So, it’s actually
something that has come up
more frequently over the last
few months with questions
about vending machines. So,
do you guys have one current-
ly?” Dacosta said.

Dutton replied she was
not sure but would look into
it, later adding the VFW has
one.

Flynn shared his thoughts
next.

“I know that they were
doing because I heard from
people over the past years
that they’ve been—what is
it typically—if they sell un-
derage, they’re on a timeout,
if you will, for x number of
whatever, depending on how
many offenses it’s been,” Fly-
nn said.

Dacosta said this was cor-
rect and “depending on your
local regulations, if you have
local regulations or they’re
up to date, there’s always the
fallback on the state laws.”

“So, the state law dictates
that on a first violation for a
sale to someone under 21, it
would be a $1,000 fine, and
then it is a suspension of their
ability to sell their permit for
up to 30 days. On average,
boards will select anywhere
between one and three days,”
Dacosta said.

“And then a progressive
for more violations. It’s pro-
gressive,” Flynn said.

“It is, yep. So, it’s like a
three-year probation period
of sorts. So, a second vio-
lation, it would be a $2,000

fine and up to a seven-day
suspension,” Dacosta said.
“And then on a third or sub-
sequent it would be a $5,000
fine and up to a 30-day sus-
pension,” Dacosta said. “So,
often, if there’s going to be
violations, there’s additional
education visits and things
like that. It’s usually some-
thing that if a municipality
finds that if they’re experi-
encing non-compliance that
we do our best to bring them
back into compliance and I’d
imagine you folks as well
because nobody wants an es-
tablishment to have extensive
fines and be shut down for an
extended period of time.”

On a question of fining
money and who it goes to, the
answer was it would go to the
town.

“So what would happen is
one of the inspectors that gets
assigned to the municipality
on behalf of MHOA would
either go out to do their in-
spection, checking permits,
signage, education on check-
ing IDs and all of that or if
they brought in a young per-
son, then following that visit
within two business days,
you would get a summary of
the visit,” Dacosta said. “So,
if there were any violations
found, what the corrective
suggested action is to be then
justan ask of you guys to keep
us informed on what goes on
from there. And there would
be draft orders available. But
it would be something that
the municipality orders and
delivers because, ultimately,
it would be up to your board.”

Selectboard Member Don
Davenport—who also chairs
the Board of Health—asked
this.

“So, would we have to
have regulations?”” Davenport
said.

Dacosta said “not every

city or town has local regu-
lations themselves” and their
recommendations “would
then be based on the state
law.”

“If you guys know Cheryl
Sabara, she provides policy
technical assistance. So, she’s
able to work with boards of
health who want to do those
updates. So, that’s certain-
ly something that we could
make that connection for you
guys if that’s something that
you want to pursue. But, not
a necessity in order to have
this,” Dacosta said.

“But, we could still go just
by the state law. That would
allow us to fine someone if
they weren’t in compliance,”
Davenport said.

“Correct,” Dacosta said.

On the town’s prior con-
nection, Dacosta clarified
when talking with a col-
league, it was explained that
the option is “given out to
everybody” but there wasn’t
record recently that Hampden
received these services.

“We’re hoping to reach as
many municipalities as pos-
sible to just kind of make it
across the board that every-
body is on the same page,’
Dacosta said.

When Davenport asked
what they need to do, Dacosta
shared that a memorandum of
understanding could be pre-
pared between MHOA and
Hampden. It is also free of
charge.

“So, the goal of all this
is to build the capacity with
the town. So, we’re hoping
to build these relationships
with the town for you guys to
see that tobacco isn’t a scary
or hard thing to do. and that
eventually, potentially, your
food inspector may be able

Please see TOBACCO,
page 3

Wilbraham Choral
Society announces plans
for 2026-2027 season

WILBRAHAM - The
Wilbraham Choral Society
is pleased to announce that
Mary Mayo Williams will
be the director of the Wil-
braham Community Chorus
(Fall 2026) and the Men’s
Glee Club (Spring 2027).

Mary is a veteran music
educator and a retired church
music director with ties to
the Wilbraham community.
Mary is a 1982 graduate of
Minnechaug Regional High
School and was a student of
Warren Amerman, found-
er of the Wilbraham Com-
munity Chorus and Men’s
Glee Club. Mary (an alto)
sang with the Mixed Cho-
rus under the direction of
Ray Drury during the Fall
of 2024 and 2025, and con-
ducted the final concert of
the December 2025 season.

The Wilbraham Choral
Society is seeking singers
for the Fall semester. While
there is no audition require-
ment to join this group, the
successful choral member
will possess a love of sing-
ing, excellent pitch match-

CORRECTION

In our Aug. 27 edition
of the Times, the headline
“Parks Department holds
pickleball program” was
incorrect.

The correct headline
should have been “Hamp-
den Senior Center holds
pickleball program” as the
HSC hosts it and the courts
at the Parks & Rec are used
for court time.

We apologize for the er-
ror.

ing abilities, sufficient hear-
ing (natural or assisted),
basic music reading skill;
the ability to follow a direc-
tor; and regular rehearsal at-
tendance. The selected mu-
sical program has a theme
of “Heaven and Earth” and
will consist of a mix of
choral “classics”, familiar
songs, and holiday favorites.
Rehearsals for the Commu-
nity Chorus will begin at 7
p.m. on Monday September
14, 2026, and continue on
Monday evenings, at Christ
the King Epiphany Church,
758 Main Street Wilbraham.
For more information, visit
the WCS Facebook page at
<Wilbraham Choral Society
(Men’s Glee Club & Com-
munity Chorus)>.

Mary Mayo Williams:
“I am excited to have op-
portunities to give back to
the community that raised
me; that provided formative
experiences in singing with
school and church choirs;
and that prepared me for my
college studies.”

Barefoot in the
Park Auditions

HAMPDEN - Auditions
are currently going on for the
Theatre Guild of Hampden’s
production of “Barefoot in
the Park.”

The audition dates are
Sept. 14 and 15 from 6:30
to 8:30 p.m. at the Hampden
Town Hall (Formerly Thorn-
ton Burgess School) on 85
Wilbraham Road Hampden,
MA.

For more info, please call
Margie at (310) 210-6705.

Put Our Team To Work For You. 4 Local Offices - Global Network

THINKING ABOUT SINGLE FAMILY LISTINGS
BUYING OR SELLING! STATUS ADDRESS DESCRIPTION LIST PRICE _ SOLD PRICE
& i NEW 511 Michael Sears Rd., Belchertown 8 room, 4 bed, 1f, 1h bath Split Entry $449,900
TEXT GU][] E Tu NEW 28 River Park Dr., Hampden 8 room. 3 bed, 2f, Oh bath Colonial $439,900
ACT 334 Stafford Rd., Monson 6 room, 4 bed, 2f, Oh bath Cape $409,900
ACT 96 Stafford Hollow Rd., Monson 6 room, 4 bed, 3f, Oh bath Ranch $615,000
H 6 6 - 5 B 3 - 4 6 40 ACT 950 Glendale, Wilbraham 9 room, 4 bed, 2f, 1h bath Cape $1,950,000
PCG 53 Hampden Rd., East Longmeadow 5 room, 3 bed, 3f, 1h bath Ranch $479,000 ¥
UAG 16 Park PI., East Longmeadow 7 room, 2 bed, 1f, 1h bath Bungalow %334,900
VAT A ~ A ACID UAG 817 Somers Rd., East Longmeadow 7 room, 3 bed, 1f, Oh bath Ranch 520,000
WHMTHR"I LEARN MORE UAG 169 Greenacre Ave., Longmeadow 7 room, 3 bed, 1f, 1h bath Colonial $469,900
ABOUT A CAREER UAG 64 Mero St., Ludlow 8 room, 3 bed, 1f, 1h bath Colonial $294,900
WITH LANDMARK? UAG 39 Higher St., Ludlow 6 room, 3 bed, 1f, Oh bath Ranch $375,000
LANDMARK UAG 185 Clearwater Cir., Ludiow 8 room, 4 bed, 2f, 1h bath Colonial, Contemporary ~ $650,000
&ﬂ m i UAG 420 Lower Hampden Rd., Monson 9 room, 4 bed, 2f, Oh bath Gambrel/Dutch $495,000
rE XT EA H E E R UAG 1030 Pine St., Palmer 9 room, 4 bed, 2f, Oh bath Victorian $424,900
UAG 43 Pine Hill Rd., Springfield 8 room, 4 bed, 1f, 1h bath Cape $339,900
3 4 n UAG 20 Ashbrook St., Springfield 7 room, 3 bed, 1f, 1h bath Colonial $399,900
Tu 866'58 5 64 SLD 320 Maple St., East Longmeadow 5 room, 2 bed, 1f, Oh bath Ranch $320,000 $317,000
SLD 580 Parker St., East Longmeadow 5 room, 2 bed, 1f, Oh bath Ranch $450,000 $425,000
SLD 412 Wilbraham Rd., Hampden 5 room, 3 bed, 1f, Oh bath Ranch $319,900 $335,000
SLD 161 Raymond Dr, Hampden 7 room, 3 bed, 2f, Oh bath Ranch $349,900 $400,000
‘ SLD 28 Brittany Rd., Longmeadow 8 room, 4 bed, 3f, 1h bath Colonial $750,000 $750,000
WE’RE LOCAL SLD 233 Cedar Swamp Rd., Monson 10 room, 3 bed, 2f, 1h bath Colonial $430,000 $415,000
4 ) SLD 258 Silver St., Monson 9 room, 3 bed, 2f, 1h bath Colonial Contemporary ~ $599,900 $610,000
REAL ESTATE WE’'RE GLOBAL SLD 267 Connecticut Ave., Springfield 4 yoom, 2 bed, 1f, Oh bath Cape $262,900 $262,500
COMPAMNIES SLD 115 Pasadena St., Springfield 6 room, 3 bed, 2f, Oh bath Bungalow $274,900 $274,900
o THE WORLD SLD 51 Hartford Ter., Springfield 7 room, 3 bed, 1f, 1h bath Colonial $374,900 $365,000
SLD 7 Brewster Rd West Springfield 8 room, 4 bed, 2f, Oh bath Cape $600,000 $590,000
SLD 19 Overlook Dr, Wilbraham 9 room, 4 bed, 3f, 1h bath Colonial $637,900 $655,000
CAREER IN REAL ESTATE? CONDOMINIUM LISTINGS
Call Us or Visit Landmark RE.com ACT 140 Chestnut St. U:0207, Springfield 3 room, 1 bed, 1f, Oh bath Mid-Rise $70,000
and Click on Careers ACT 385 Worthington St. U:2F, Springfield 4 room, 2 bed, 1f, Oh bath Garden B4 $244,900
HIRING ASSOCIATES UAG 371 Nassau Dr U:371, Springfield 5 room, 2 bed, 1f, 1h bath Townhouse $259,000
FOR OFFICES IN: o MULTI FAMILY LISTINGS
Wilbraham. East Longmeadow NEW 33 Kenwood Ter., Springfield 2 unlt,.10 total rooms, 8 total bedrooms $400,000
M 2 d Soringfield ? 2 Family - 2 Units Up/Down
onson, and springtie CTG 117-119 Groveland St., Springfield 2 unit, 12 total rooms, 6 totalbedrooms 2 Family ~ $369,900
UAG 2 Green St., Palmer 8 unit, 32 total rooms, 16 total bedrooms 5-9 Family $929,000
SLD  3145-3147 High St., Palmer 2 unit, 10 total rooms, 4 total bedrooms 2 Family $299,900 $315,000
COMMERCIAL LISTINGS
UAG 2 Green St., Palmer 5472 SqgFt 5+ Residential Building $929,000
- Search LandmarkRE.com For All Listings In Western MA
Dawn Rodgers Nick Ferrara Kathy Esser Sue Rheaume
~ ' T
%;.h ‘ 1
' 5 |
I .i \ wed §
Zoe Czaplicki Dot Lortie Linda Alston Sandy Wegrzyn Eileen O’Sullivan  John Moltenbrey Shari Lokey Luci Giguere Ann Paquette Maria D’Angelantonio  Ann Marie Martin Art Ferrara Alyssa Rhodes
519-9224 478-1940 246-8616 519-1056 505-9244 427-5176 218-8811 575-2837 626-6871 575-2898 206-1161 348-5827 896-9269

Easy Property Search at LandmarkRE.com

Follow us on facebook.com/LandmarkLortie and instagram.com/landmarkrealtorsma

[
LANDMARK

“[ NEALTORS
&-_ Lﬂn'n% E REALTY

Ask Us For A Highest Price Analysis On Your Home
Relocation Across The Country or Around The World

Sales Positions Available - Licensing Course
Market Leader -Serving Our Communities Since 1987
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Creamsicle Lunch event hosted by HSC

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

HAMPDEN - The senior
center hosted a creamsicle
lunch in honor of National
Creamsicle Day on Aug. 14.

The lunch started off with
a savory course of crispy mac
& cheese with a side of chili,
and then volunteers passed
out creamsicles to all of the
attendees.

Volunteer and Program
Coordinator Tina Doran spoke
about the creamsicle lunch.

“There’s a national day for
everything you can imagine.
So, when we saw that it was
National Creamsicle Day, we
always look for an excuse to
do something. So why not?
We’re doing it here, and any-
body that comes for lunch or
stops in until we run out of
creamsicles, you get a cream-
sicle,” Doran said.

Many people from neigh-
boring towns come to Hamp-
den for their senior center
activities, such as volunteers
Alison Buesing from Monson
and Cathy Albert from East
Longmeadow, who talked
about the senior center.

“It’s a great place. They
do a lot for the seniors. There
are friendly people here, and
I just love the atmosphere of
this place. It’s like my happy
place,” Albert said.

“There’s so much to do,
so much volunteering, there
are so many activities, and so
many different types of peo-

Turley photos by Noelle Hisgen

From the left, Jerry Bennett, Bobbi Grant, Steven Butts and Ray Bourbeau enjoy their lunch

together.

Renee Coro and her daughter Raven enjoy their creamsicles
together.

ple here. They’re so friendly,”
Buesing said.

Also in attendance at the
Creamsicle Lunch was Renee
Coro, who does the Memory
Café program at the senior
center as a music therapist,
and her daughter Raven.

“This is a very welcom-
ing place. It’s an excellent
place for the community and
the seniors. They do amazing
programs. And I have been
pleased to be able to serve as
a music therapist in their pro-
grams here,” Coro said.

It was a fun afternoon for
people of all ages to get to-
gether and enjoy a sweet treat.

The Hampden Senior Cen-
ter would like to thank JGS
Lifecare for sponsoring the
Creamsicle Lunch as well.

Theatre Guild of Hampden presents ‘Gypsy:

HAMPDEN - The The-
atre Guild of Hampden will
be presenting their fall pro-
duction of “Gypsy: The Mu-
sical.”

Gypsy tells the story of
the dreams and efforts of
one hungry, powerhouse of a
woman to get her two daugh-
ters into show business. Gyp-
sy is loosely based on the
1957 memoir of famous strip-
tease artist Gypsy Rose Lee,
entitled “Gypsy: Memoirs of
America’s Most Celebrated

Stripper.”

The memoir and the musi-
cal focus on the story of Gyp-
sy Rose Lee’s mother, Rose,
and earned Rose a place in the
theatrical and literary canon
as the quintessential, arche-
typal “Stage Mother.”

The musical features
songs that have become
standards of the musical the-
atre canon, including “Some
People,” “Let Me Entertain
You,” “Rose’s Turn,” and the
show-stopping “Everything’s

Coming Up Roses”.

Gypsy is famous for help-
ing launch lyricist Stephen
Sondheim’s career, and fea-
tures a book by Arthur Lau-
rents that is widely considered
to be one of the classic exam-
ples of a traditional “book
musical.” At the heart of the
musical is the gregarious
Rose, whose journey made
critic Frank Rich call Gypsy,
“Broadway’s own brassy, un-
likely answer to King Lear.”

Tickets go on sale Sept. 1.

The Musical’

The shows dates are Oct.
16, 17, 18, 23, 24 and 25.

The shows will be at the
Hampden Town Hall, (For-
merly Thornton  Burgess
School), 85 Wilbraham Road
Hampden, MA.

The showtimes are Friday
and Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and
Sunday Matinees at 2 p.m.

To purchase your tickets,
visit theatreguildofthampden.
org.

TOBACCO from page 2

to integrate those tobacco in-
spections in with their food
inspection of those stores,”
Dacosta said. “We’re hoping
for next fiscal year we’ll also
have that many grant opportu-
nity and then maybe next year
you might be able to get sti-
pended to do this work.”
Selectboard Member Erik
Vanderleeden said that vaping
“is a big thing” along with

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

e-cigarettes.

“I don’t see a lot of kids
smoking cigarettes these
days; it’s more vapes. That’s
more the concern,” Vander-
leeden said. “And I don’t
know if this addresses, it’s
those cartridges, inserts—or
whatever you call them—

Juul or these other products
that they’re selling. Does this
also enforce that with nico-
tine-based products?”’

Dacosta said it’s for all
tobacco or nicotine prod-
ucts. After that explanation,
Vanderleeden said he thought
the plan was fantastic.

The board then approved
the tobacco services, with
Dacosta saying she’d be
in touch the next day with
the MOU and, once signed,
MHOA would be appointed
as Hampden’s tobacco agent.

OBINSON

TR E E

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 . office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net
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THE BEST FRESH FOR

LABOR DAY WEEKEND'

Celebrate

Festa 2026
SEPTEMBER 3RD — /7TH
Local Field Grown

TOMATOES

Red, Ripe & Delicious
Cherry, Grape & Plum Tomatoes Too!

A

P Loeally Grown
77 @BUTTER & SUGAR
j; SWEET CORN!

NEW CROP LOCAL APPLES &

LOCAL SWEET CIDER
Locally Grown Blueberries, | 1
Green Peppers, Eggplant, *
Yellow & Green Squash
Hydroponic Lettuce & MORE

© © 0 0000000000000 00000000000000000000000 o

LABOR DAY
PIGNIC FAVORITES

Randall 's Summer Salads,
Baked Beans,

GOURMET
SANDWICHES

Ground Beef
Sliders & Patties

Fresh Baked coakles, T
Muffms & Pies .

Elsie’s Creamery
The Best Homemade Ice Cream
Winner ofy Reader Raves 2027
NEW HOURS
Starting September 8th

Closed Monday & Tuesday

OPEN
. Wednesday — Sunday 12-8pm

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071 » www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM
Find us on =077 and Youl[[[[}

e Overgrown property?
e Excavator Services * Extreme Brush Cutting!
e Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal * Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
e Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand * Storm Clean-up ® Small Demo ¢ Insured

Wl D|O|d|>»|Zz|mMmH®n
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= Tree Removal
= Structural Pruning
= Crane Service

= Storm Damage

= Stump Grinding

= Lot Clearing

Give us a call today

for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by i,
a ISA certified arborist | & &nd o

413-478-4212"

dlandgtree.com
INSURED AND CERTIFIED




September 3, 2026

It was a good summer day for a burger at the Save Our Sign

Fundraiser event.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

Members of the VFW Post 9397 served as the chefs of honor

for the fundraiser.

VFW Post 9397 hosts S'ave(9un

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The commu-
nity gathered at the VFW Post
9397 on Aug. 15 for a Save
Our Sign Fundraiser event.

The festivities included
entertainment from DJ Bob,
games, raffles, a cash bar, face
painting, henna tattoos, mem-
bers of the VFW serving BBQ
beef, chicken, Corn on the
Cob, Baked Potato, Burgers,
Hot Dogs, Salads and Desserts
and more.

WHT Editor Kristin Rivers
was also asked to help choose
the raffle winners with Bar-
tender Amy Otto.

Many community orga-
nizations, residents and lo-
cal businesses also served as
Sponsors.

All proceeds from the
event supported the S.0.S.
Fund.

Commander David De-
mers was thrilled with the
turnout and community sup-
port.

“It’s huge. We actually
have the VFW State Com-
mander here; we have the
VFW Senior Vice Command-
er here today. We have a lot of
volunteers. We have a lot of
Hampden town residents, East
Longmeadow, Wilbraham,
some Longmeadow. They all
came out and just volunteered.
If they didn’t volunteer, they
bought tickets. They came
here, they had some food,
they’re having a good time,”
Demers said.

Demers shared the fund-
raising plans began four
months ago, as the current
sign was first put up back in
1975 and had fallen over three
times in the last two years.

“We’ve had local volun-
teers put our sign back up.
They keep falling down. Our
letters on the sign are plastic
and we have to put them in
little plastic holders and they
keep falling out,” Demers said.
“You have to set them up on a
table, tape them and try to get
them set up inside the sign.”

He explained the VFW
wants to modernize the sign

Where’s the beef? At the Save Our Sign Fundraiser at the VFW Post 9397.

with LED and work hand-in-
hand with the town if there’s
an emergency, election or road
construction or more, for ex-
ample, to help put out infor-
mation on their sign.

“Just anything. So, we’re
trying to work with the town
to try to get our new sign put
up and any help that we could
get would be great,” Demers
said.

Demers added there will
be more opportunities to fund-
raise through the March and
April Turkey Shoots next year,
with raffle prizes to be pre-
sented there as well.

The projected estimat-
ed cost for the new sign is
$29,970. After this event, De-
mers projected that $12,000
was already raised.

“So prior to today, we had
only $4,000 raised. So, this
event, actually, would (have)
made a big dent in the amount
of money that we need,” De-
mers said.

He also expressed his grat-
itude to everyone who donated
and sponsored.

“I can’t name them all, so
I just want to say thank you
to each and every person that
donated in the community. We
had probably 30 local busi-
nesses, actually, donated priz-
es,” Demers said. “I just want
to say thank you to each and
every local business that do-

nated a raffle prize. We should
do really good today and thank
you very much.”

VFW Massachusetts State
Commander Craig DeOld
shared that when he heard
about the event, he wanted to
come to Hampden to show his
support.

“This is a great, vibrant
Post. They do a lot of great
things for the community and
as a state commander, these
are the places I need to be to
show my personal support—

and not just the whole VFW of A cupcake cake to celebrate during the Save Our Sign

Massachusetts  support—but
we want to make sure that all
of our Posts have great oppor-
tunities and whatever I can
do to help support the Posts,
I want to be there for them,”
DeOld said.

DeOld noted the turnout
said a lot about the Post and
the community’s support for
them.

“It’s a two-way street. The
Post supports the community;
the community supports the
Post. What a better day to be
out in Hampden than today,”
DeOld said. “It’s great to see
all the support from the Post
members, the Auxiliary mem-
bers and the community at
large to be here for the Post.”

For DeOld, supporting the
local Veterans is also import-
ant.

“It’s a symbiotic relation-

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
IS BACK at Via Appia!

FRIDAY and SATURDAY NIGHTS
Starting September 4

Sept. 11
LUTHER

Sept. 12
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Sept. 5

PETER
NEWLAND

Sept. 25
FRANK

SERAFINO #l

Sept. 19
BRAD

Sept. 26
FLOYD

Fundraiser.

ship. The community supports
the Veterans because the Vet-
erans gave of themselves for
the community. It’s for the
community that we put the
uniform on, we raise our right
hand,” DeOld said. “So when

we do come back and it’s time
that Veterans need a little sup-
port, it’s great that the com-
munity is there to help sup-
port the Veterans. And vice
versa, the Veterans already
give of themselves when they

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

A fun afternoon for getting henna tattoos.

Attendees enjoy a game of
cornhole.

put the uniform on, so there’s
already that well-established
feeling of service in the Vet-
eran. Those are the folks that
are going to give back to the
community.”

Demers had this message:
thank you for supporting the
VEW Post 9397, there’s more
to come and help a Veteran.

“That’s our motto for
this year: it doesn’t matter
if they’re a VFW member,
doesn’t matter if it’s just a
regular Vet, doesn’t matter
if they’re a wife, a spouse, a
child of a Vet. Our message

Please see SIGN
FUNDRAISER, page 13

RICHARD R. GREEN
— Insurance Agengy, Inc——

e AUTO ¢ HOME ¢ BUSINESS ¢ LIFE

® Great Locations ® Registry service
* Quotes gladly given ® We make housecalls

Please visit our website for an auto,
homeowners, or life insurance quotes

128 Main St., Monson ® 267'3495

www.richardgreeninsurance.com
Fax: 413-267-3496

Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

Two Locations:

32 Somers Rd Hampden ® 566- 0028

5
(="

Start your smile journey today!
Scanto book a complimentary consult.
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SHEPARD PATTERSON

2133 Boston Rd.,Wilbraham

413.271.1208
Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm
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Dr. Ana Serrenho

100% locally owned and operated
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through the eyes of a child

By Julie Midura

e recently
brought
o u r

I-year-old grand-
son, Dustin, to a
local woodland area.
After carrying him
for miles, we lift-
ed him out of the
child carrier so that
he could stretch his
legs. Not yet walk-
ing independently,
he grasped each of
my index fingers,
then carefully moved
along the trail on unsteady
feet.

A white birch tree just off
trail caught his eye, and he
steered me towards it. Once
we reached it, he let go of my
fingers and leaned his hands
against the tree. His tiny fin-
gers fell upon a loose piece
of dry bark.

His eyes widened and a
look of surprise came upon
his face when the bark
slipped from the tree into his
hand.

Dustin looked at it, exam-
ining it with curiosity. Then,
with all the seriousness a
1-year-old can muster, he
reached up and pressed the
fragment back against the
gnarled tree.

He held his hand over
the bark for a moment, like
someone gluing one object to
another. Once he seemed cer-
tain he had mended the trunk,
he pulled his hand away.

Unsurprisingly, the piece
of bark fluttered to the
ground.

Dustin bent down, picked
up the wayward piece of tree,
and once again pressed it
back against the trunk.

This time, he patted it care-
fully. But when he withdrew

his hand, down went the
scrap of wood once again.

Undeterred, Dustin repeat-
ed the process over and over
and over again, certain that if
he just kept trying, he could
reattach the broken scrap of
tree skin back onto the birch
tree. But in spite of his ten-
derness and quiet determina-
tion, gravity won every time.

I stood beside him and
watched. Half amused and
half contemplative.

There was a lesson here, 1
was certain. Not for Dustin,
but for me.

Dustin displayed no frus-
tration. He was not aggravat-
ed or impatient. He just kept
trying. With an open heart
and a beautiful spirit. And a

Dustin, age 1, held a piece of birch bark in his hand.

determination that somehow,
he could fix the world around
him.

I don’t know how long
Dustin would have spent
trying to reattach the bark
to that birch tree. I finally
scooped him up and settled
him on the dirt path.

He immediately reached
for a nearby stick. He picked
it up. Turned it. Stretched out
his arm to show it to me —
looking up at me with won-
der in his wide eyes. Smiling
as though he had discovered
the greatest treasure on earth.

He poked a dry leaf. Drew
lines in the dirt. Stirred the
pine needles.

Absent of batteries, on-off
switches, flashing lights

The author’s grandson
picked up sticks off the
forest floor.

and instructions — he held
the stick as though it was a
prized possession.

I felt an urgency to contin-
ue moving. There were trails
waiting to be explored. Miles
waiting to be walked. A time
frame to be adhered to.

Instead, I lowered myself
cross-legged and settled on
the pine needle path next
to Dustin. And there we
remained, lingering in a
place where time has forgot-
ten what it means to rush.

Years from now, my grand-
son won’t remember this

Dustin explored nature with
his grandparents.

day. He won’t remember

the rough texture of the

twig he held. The beau-
tiful white birch tree he
attempted to mend.

He won’t recall the day

sunlight streamed through
the trees above him, as the
grandparents who love him
sat beside him while he dis-
covered the natural world
around him.

Regardless, perhaps he
would leave the forest carry-
ing something with him that
would remain. Perhaps the
forest was filling something
inside of him that would not
come from actual recollec-
tion, but was being planted
nonetheless, before he could
even form a sentence.

The twig came home
with Dustin — a treasure he
refused to let go of when I
placed him back in the child
carrier. The wayward scrap
of bark, however, remained
on the forest floor, where it
would eventually return to
the earth.

But long after the bark has
dried, the unspoken lessons
will remain.

SOCIAL SECURITY

A

By Russell Gloor

Will Social Security run
out of money soon?

Dear Rusty:

I'm concerned about
Social Security running out
of funding, since I rely on it
for my income and I’'m at an
age where my having to go
back to work is not an op-
tion I can consider.

The job market for peo-
ple my age is slim. I've
been reading reports and it
doesn’t sound reassuring.
Your thoughts?

Signed: Concerned
Senior

Dear Concerned Senior:

Thanks for sharing your
concerns. This topic is a
fairly complicated one, but
I’ll do my best to explain it.

Social Security income
from payroll taxes, interest
on reserves, and income
tax on SS benefits has been
insufficient to pay 100% of
SS benefit obligations since
about 2020.

Since that time, SS has
been drawing money from
the Social Security Trust
Fund reserves to pay full
monthly benefits to every-
one.

In 2020, there was near-
ly $3 trillion in SS reserves
held in the SS Trust Funds,
but as of the end of 2025,
those reserves have dwin-
dled to about $2.56 trillion
because they are being used
to pay full SS benefits to all.

Without program re-
form, the SS trust funds
will be fully depleted in
2032, which would result

in an across-the-board cut
of about 22% to everyone’s
monthly SS payment. And
that would be devasting to
millions of Americans!

However, Congress is
acutely aware of this issue;
they have been for years but
have largely ignored previ-
ous warnings. Now, howev-
er, those predicted benefit
cuts are dangerously close
to becoming a reality.

As a result, we are be-
ginning to see serious, even
bipartisan, discussions in
Congress about reforming
Social Security to restore it
to solvency to avoid future
benefit cuts.

For our part, AMAC and
the AMAC Foundation have
been working on a proposal
to restore SS to full solven-
cy for generations and we
have offered our proposal
to various Congressional
Representatives and to the
SSA Commissioner and his
executive staff.

The proposal has been
well received, and we are
very optimistic that Con-
gress will finally take real
action to restore SS to sol-
vency to avoid any benefit
cuts. Frankly, doing other-
wise would amount to polit-
ical suicide!

AMAC is closely mon-
itoring this situation and
are very proactive in Wash-
ington, D.C. to ensure that
benefits are not cut in 2032

Please see SSI, page 15
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Habitat interns learn
life lessons while
raising money for
affordable housing

By Brandice J. O’Brien
Marketing and
Communications Manager,
Greater Springfield
Habitat for Humanity

WEST  SPRINGFIELD
- What started with a cup of
iced coffee ended with les-
sons that will last a lifetime.
Bean Boutique, a student-run
business founded by interns
at Greater Springfield Habitat
for Humanity (GSHFH), has
become a hands-on classroom
in entrepreneurship, mar-
keting, and teamwork while
raising thousands of dollars
to support affordable home-
ownership.

In spring 2025, the in-
terns were challenged to

Yandel and Nate at Bean Boutique chalkboard:

Greater Springfield Habitat for Humanity Marketing Interns
Yandel Alameda (left) and Nate Shlosser stand at their in-
school coffee shop, Bean Boutique, in Chicopee.

raise at least $1,500 through
Bean Boutique to qualify for
a $2,000 State Farm/Habitat
for Humanity International
Youth Matching Grant. The

challenge gave the students
an opportunity to put class-
room lessons into practice

Please see HABITAT,
page 13

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden
Times welcomes readers to
participate in this year’s election
campaigns by writing letters to
the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times,
care of Turley Publications, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed
10 413-289-1977 or emailed to
krivers@turley.com. Please include
a daytime telephone number for
verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered
for that Thursday’s newspaper.

No attack letters will be printed.
No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy
will be printed. If the volume of
letters received is larger than the
space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive,
the newspaper reserves the right
to print a representative sample.
No endorsement letters will be
printed in the last edition before the
election.

For more information, call the
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election
coverage, the newspaper plans to
print stories about contested races
for Congress, state Senate, state
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks
leading up to the election, as well
as a question-and-answer voters
guide. In order to ensure fairness
1o all candidates, no political press
releases will be printed, nor will
reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to
further publicize their candidacy,
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden
Times.
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Readers are encouraged to send in
medium to high resolution photos
for this page by e-mail to
krivers@turley.com or
mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.

HAMPDE

he Great Front Doors of

Wilbraham - America’s

250 Celebration Winners
have been announced.

The community judges for the
contest were Diane Gerberich,
Master Gardener and member
of the Wilbraham Garden Club,

The Children’s Organization
Project Award was awarded
to Bethany P. Wheatley Child
Care. This door was also
awarded Most Patriotic.

RIGHT: Garden 250 went to
Alesia Peck.

David Bourcier, President of the
Old Meeting House Museum,

L — =

local historian and author and
local artists Liz Pacosa-McEv-
oy, Holly Murray, and Michelle
Stallworth and Lexie Burke of
Magnolia and Maple Pottery.

Sherie Schaefer described the
event in this way.

“It’s not about the logistics
or prizes alone. It’s about the
meaning and shared experienc-
es it gifted to people across our
community. The message in Da-
vid and Kelley’s book couldn’t
illustrate that better,” Schaefer
said.

The event also featured priz-
es donated by local businesses,
authors and community partners:
a Garden Design Consultation
and Hydrangea Installation, A
signed copy of “Wilbraham: A
Journey Through History,” a hol-
iday-themed cupcake box from
The Sugar Chalet, a signed copy

Photos and caption courtesy of Sherie Schaefer
Holly Pastrana got the Most Creative Award.

The Great Front Doors of Wilbraham Winners are herel

of “Marty’s Big Day on the Lake”
by local authors David and Kel-
ley Bourcier, a Cima Restaurant
and Chop House gift card, a gift
basket including a $25 gift card
and Patriotic Canvas from The
Scented Garden Gift Shoppe, a
$20 gift card to Neighborhood
Pizza and Pasta House, a $30 gift
card for Rice Fruit Farm, four
tickets to Rice’s Fall America
250 Celebration and four Skating
Passes for Interskate 91 South.

Also, in addition to the Peo-
ple’s Choice Award, there were
special awards for Best Floral
Display, Best Historical Theme,
Most Creative, U.S. Most Patri-
otic, Garden 250, Most Welcom-
ing, Spirit of 1776 Award, Rock-
er 250 and the Children’s Group
Creativity Award.

To check out all the entries,
visit wilbrahamcenter.org.

COMMUNITY

BULLETIN BOARD
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Send us in

your
announcements!

Happy Birthdays,
Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run

here free of charge, please keep it
to less than 50 words.

Please send to krivers@turley.com f

Randy Stebbins won the Spirit of 1776 Award for
this display.
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The Rocking 250 winner was Maureen Budrow.

Most Welcoming was awarded to Thomas
Linnehan.

Best Floral Display went to Theresa
Remillard.

P e

Advertise in your
LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

Contact Jordan for more information
413-687-4511 * jeonradoturiey.com




Here are Jean White (Wilboraham) and Judy Fleury

(Wilbraham).

Dolly Nicoli (Hampden) and Peggy Weber (Hampden) in their
Hawaiian shirts.

(Springfield) and Ann
Hadank (Springfield)
also stopped by.

LUNCHEON from page 1

of the seniors who attended
were decked out in their Ha-
waiian Shirts, with a few Leis
being worn as well.

As the Hawaiian-themed
meal was being served to
the appreciative crowd, an
additional celebration sud-
denly joined the event when
a chorus of “Happy Birthday
to You” could be heard with
members of the Hampden
Senior Center’s Quilt Mak-
ing Group singing for one of
their own, Loretta Forsyth of
Springfield, whose birthday
was the day prior to the event.

After everyone enjoyed
their meal, Tina Doran, Pro-
gram and Volunteer Coordi-
nator for the Hampden Senior
Center, took to the mic and in-
troduced the Senior Center’s
popular Ukelele Group who
had prepared a Luau-themed
set of music for the occasion.

Before the group sang and
played their “Ukes”, Doran
encouraged the audience to
pick up the song sheets that
were on their tables and to
sing along on some of the
more memorable pieces.

“These are some really
fun songs, you’ll recognize
them,” Doran said.

The music set, which be-
gan with the classic Christian
hymn “Will the Circle Be
Unbroken,” picked up the Ha-
waiian Theme in earnest when
their teacher, Amy Scott, an-
nounced to the audience that
the group would “get down to
some Luau business!”, before
the sing-along of “Tiny Bub-
bles”, made popular by Ha-
waiian entertainer Don Ho in
the 1960’s.

Scott, who has been lead-
ing the “Happy Ukes” for the
past one and a half years, also
noted how much fun the group

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
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has together. Audiences, she
said, “always comment on
how we laugh and joke with
each other.... We’re a little
social group, really, but we’re
also making music.”

The group certainly lived
up to this billing with mem-
bers even adding their own
touches to the performance,
such as before the song “Itsy
Bitsy Teenie Weenie Yellow
Polka Dot Bikini,” when
group member Phil Bator
from Hampden jokingly
“warned” the audience that
the upcoming tune was “scan-
dalous.”

Jan Kibbe from Hampden
also led the audience in the
typical chant of “Salt!, Salt!,
Salt!” at the mention of the
“lost shaker of salt” during
the parrot head classic “Mar-
garitaville” and Beth-Ann
Latsko from East Longmead-
ow added her “drumming” to
songs as needed by slapping
her hands against her ukelele.

During the show, the
“Happy Ukes” added a cool
break to their music set with
their own version of Christ-

mas in August by performing
the classic holiday tune, “Ha-
waiian Christmas Song (Mele
Kalikimaka),” in keeping with
the theme of the afternoon.

Speaking of cool...des-
sert, consisting of a large
scoop of Chocolate Ice Cream
topped with whipped cream,
arrived at the tables around
the time of the performance
of “Sloop John B” to the spe-
cial delight of Pat Howe of
Springfield who added with a
smile, “This is the best part of
the meal, you know.”

Other songs in the “Luau
Set” included “Summertime,”
“Don’t Worry, Be Happy”,
“Three Little Birds (Every
Little Thing Gonna Be Al-
right)”, the rollicking song
“Do You Love Me (Now
That I Can Dance)” as well
as “(Sittin’ On) The Dock of
the Bay,” “Blue Hawaii,” “Ja-
maica Farewell” and “Lim-
bo Rock”, even though no
one present had their limbo
stick handy for a demonstra-
tion. The closing number to
a well-received performance
was the traditional “Happy

Turley photos by Harold Anderson
A group photo comprising Jerry Bennett (East Longmeadow), Dave Norman (Hampden) and
Sandy Selkirk (Hampden).

Trails (to You)”.

The group, which also
performs at Assisted Living
Facilities and other area lo-
cations outside of the Senior
Center, clearly demonstrated
how much they enjoy what
they do, much to the delight
of those in attendance.

After the music, Doran
again took to the mic to thank
the crowd and ask Scott to
pick the winner of the 50/50
raffle that was held to support
the Ukelele program which
takes place Mondays at the
Senior Center and, also, in-
cludes a beginner group.

When asked, audience
members expressed how
much they enjoy attending
events such as this and have
done so in the past.

“Everybody is so happy
here, it’s a great place,” said
Judy Fleury of Wilbraham,
wearing a trio of artificial
flowers in her hair.

Jean White, also of Wil-
braham, quickly added ‘“and
the food is great, too!”

LOPATA from page 1

He’s worked in healthcare
for 44 years, having a bache-
lor’s degree with a Healthcare
Administration Concentration
from Worcester State College
and previously working at
Holden Hospital, Springfield
Municipal Hospital, the Faren
Care Center with the Sisters of
Providence and in Gardner at
a skilled nursing facility and
with the LaChance Center.

An encounter with Mount
Wachusett Community Col-
lege later on—which Life
Care was working with too—
is what led him to discover
Life Care. He then joined
them in 2007 after a location
in Wilbraham opened up.

Besides reflecting on his
career, Lopata also recalled
his community ties, noting
Miles in particular.

“He was the best for help-
ing us out. He called me up,
“You got anything going to-
day?” ‘Well, not sure.” ‘I need
a picture. Come on, let’s do
something,” and he’d come up

LOWER PRICES
T0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

USDA INSP. FRESH

COUNTRY STYLE

PORK RIBS oo S22

with “What about this? What
about that?” and he was great.
Dave was always wonderful,
God rest his soul,” Lopata
said.

For him, the Life Care
Center of Wilbraham gave him
an opportunity “to be involved
with the community” from the
chamber of commerce—serv-
ing as president for a time—
to the Organizing Committee
for the new Wilbraham Senior
Center. He’s also a longtime
member of The Country Club
of Wilbraham.

“I was afforded the op-
portunity to be the executive
director and it’s been a great
ride. I’'m blessed with a great
staff who are very passionate
about the patients, the resi-
dents and quality outcomes.
Good things, and we touch
lives,” Lopata said. “We have
123 beds, 120 people in-house
today. So, there’s a need. We
have two extended care units
where people truly are res-
idents of ours and then our
third unit is truly a rehab unit
where it’s truly a patient. Av-

USDA INSP. FROZEN

ST.LOUIS PORK RIBS .......
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erage length of stay probably
somewhere around 24 days
for rehab. New hips, new
knees, cardiac rehab.”

Lopata said he was blessed
that they were back to above
pre-COVID levels of total
patients and having 208 staff
members.

“We lost a lot of good
people that just got out of the
business, unfortunately. So,
we’re bringing those people
back; we’re excited about
that. We’re excited about
working with Congressman
Neal on workforce develop-
ment funds, getting programs
together to try and get CNAs
to look at LPN and RN oppor-
tunities. Thrilled with things
like that,” Lopata said. “Leg-
islation locally too with State
Rep. Angelo Puppolo.”

Lopata knew he was with
the right company in Life
Care Center of Wilbraham
when a flat roof leak was fixed
in a year’s time. He also em-
phasized besides being a pas-
sion for his work, it was also a
passion for being back home

USDA INSP. FRESH

PRICES IN RED
ARE AT OR BELOW
rLAST YEAR’S PRICE

CHICKEN WINGS 106,006, 0 7,

in Wilbraham.

“I’'m with a company that
recognizes that without the
infrastructure, a good roof
on the building, you can do
nothing,” Lopata said. “I was
appreciative of it and I knew
I was with the right company.
They’ve really put the patient
first.”

They are also working to
get volunteers back in.

“COVID took away our
cafe, which had our volunteers
come in and serve coffee and
tea and ice cream and all that
and, again, reaching out and
being part of the community.
We would have upwards of 20
volunteers a week coming in
and doing it. So, we’re excited
to get that going again,” Lopa-
ta said.

Lopata is most proud of his
staff, noting their tenure rang-
ing from 31 years to someone
hired six months ago, with an
average of 12 years for depart-
ment managers.

“Great stability, great pro-
fessionalism, very respect-
ful people. At times knows

USDA INSP. FRESH

BONELESS & SKINLESS 1

CHICKEN BREAST 10 15 546 wuesaee

USDA INSP. FROZEN HEAT & EAT

LATTIGE TOP APPLE PIE 5 .5

562

USDA INSP. FROZEN

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ALL VARIETIES

ITALIAN SAUSAGE......... > @22
SMOKED POLSKA
KIELBASA 13 07 0 14 0z >3 L
e BONELESS
CHICKEN THIGHS ......... “ B

USDA INSP. KAYEM OLD TYME

NATURAL CASING
HOT DOGS 2 % 5 50t > D2,

ALSO A COMPLETE
LINE OF GOURMET
CAKES & DESSERTS

SALE DATES: 9/3/26-9/9/26 GLOSED 9/7/26

STEAKHOUSE TIPS
51079

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONE-IN

PORTERHOUSE
or T-BONE STEAKS

USDA INSP.
STORE MADE FROZEN

HAMBURGER PATTIES
80% LEAN

20 CT BOX
0z 407

RAW BREAKFAST
L Ry —

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

SALMON FILLETS
PORTION 215 576 w2 1 223

USDA INSP. 1QF FROZEN
$499
ea

$1 %9

COOKED SHRIMP
51/60 GOUNT 1 LB BAGussssssssssns

£ &N 90 Avocado St.
90 Meat Outlet Springfield

413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

ThursSB‘Frl86°Sa183

BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS * SELECTION * SERVICE

there’s a hard job to do, but
let’s see how we do it and let’s
see how we can get a good
quality outcome and, again,
that’s a testament to our staff
here and Life Care that allows
us to spend time and money
in those areas and ensure that
we are seeing those good out-
comes,” Lopata said.

Lopata was recently hon-
ored at a retirement party at
the Country Club of Wilbra-
ham on Aug. 22 ahead of his
last day, where he received
citations from Puppolo and
Neal. Neal also put his name
in the Congressional Record.

“They both came to my
retirement party, which was a
big honor for me. We had 210
people at The Country Club
on Saturday night. I had a
great event and people were so
kind in their comments. But,
it’s, like I said, it’s who we are
with regards to the field we’re
in, the healthcare field and the
challenges each day, but what
we can do to meet those chal-
lenges and help those people
out who need assistance,”’
Lopata said.

On what he’ll miss most,
Lopata said the patients, res-
idents, family members and
staff, especially hearing sto-
ries from the residents, in-
cluding the late Peg Stearns,
a resident of Hampden, who
passed away at the age of 109
in 2020.

“All you got to do is walk
around our building and with
120 patients and residents
in-house today, you’ll see
individuals with challenges
and all of a sudden your chal-
lenges or your issue of the
day is not as pronounced as I
thought it was. I will miss that
interaction,” Lopata said.

He added he would stop
by Life Care Center of Wil-
braham to visit.

“They just gave me a bench
this morning during morning
meeting with a plaque on it
that said ‘For Dennis Lopata
when he comes back to vis-
it’ and then I'm like, ‘Well, 1
will definitely will be back,””
Lopata said.

The biggest lessons he
learned were how life has
its challenges and how they
were dealt with and put into
perspective. He also reflected
on his late wife, Sharon, who
died in 2002 after a battle with
breast cancer.

“I had to put things into
perspective because that was

my huge loss, but yet I still
had a job to do. Fortunately,
my wife, Sharon, gave me
a different perspective of,
‘Okay, I may not totally meet
this challenge because can-
cer’s tough’ and she did ev-
erything possible. She almost
made it to five years, which
was huge for a cancer survivor
to be diagnosed and five years
later, hopefully be in remis-
sion. It didn’t happen,” Lopata
said. “That was a life-altering
event and she put things into
perspective for me there.”

Lopata credited his work,
family and patients and res-
idents for also helping him
during that difficult time.

“People are there to help
you through some challeng-
es and you’re going to take a
punch and it’s going to knock
you down, but you’re going to
get back up because people
need you, and that was my
drive that I needed to be fo-
cused on the work at hand and
those patients and residents,”
Lopata said.

His message was this.

“Number one, thank you
thank you thank you. Thank
you for the support of Life
Care Center of Wilbraham.
Thank you for the support
of what we’ve been trying to
do to be an active member of
the community and it’s been
a great run,” Lopata said. “I
love the community, growing
up in Wilbraham. I just think
it was just the icing on the
cake to be able to do it for my
career with regards to know-
ing so many people in the
community, being able to help
people in the community.”

As for his team?

“I want to thank them for
everything they’ve done. They
do it every day behind the
scenes to ensure a good qual-
ity outcome, to ensure that
we’re doing the right thing for
that patient and that resident
and that family member who
have concerns because they
walked into a situation they’re
not familiar with,” Lopata
said. “So, I want to say thank
you to them because they’ve
done a tremendous job of
being super professional in
what they do every day with
their respective departments
to manage those outcomes in
a very positive way. Thanks
doesn’t seem like enough, but
it needs to be said because
they’re a great group of indi-
viduals.”
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Turley photos by Noelle Hisgen

RIGHT: Plants have information cards
showing how to take care of each plant.

Mary Bell holds up a plant she
brought to the plant swap.

PLANT SWAP from page 1

spirit of the library in terms of
lending, borrowing, and
sharing. And it’s great
% to see such a diversity
of houseplants that are
available as well.”
In attendance at the plant
swap was Mary Bell.

“It’s a fun way to get
new plants and to pass
on what they propagated

instead of having it to our-
selves,” Bell said.
Also in attendance was

A selection of plants
are up for “adoption.”

Marianne Mercado from East
Longmeadow.

“I love plants. I have quite
a good collection of indoor
and outdoor plants around
the house. I wanted to give it
away, too. They’re so healthy
and growing so much that
you just need to share it,”
Mercado said.

It was a fun day for all
plant lovers to come together
and share their love of plants
with each other, along with
being able to take a new plant
home too.
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Wilbraham Art League to
hold Open House on Sept. 8

WILBRAHAM - The
Wilbraham Art League is
encouraging the public to
attend an open house on
Sept. 8, from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
at the Wilbraham Senior
Center. The Center is lo-
cated at 250 Springfield St,
behind the Wilbraham Town
Hall. The Wilbraham Art
League (WAL) was found-
ed in 2007 to encourage and
support artists and the arts in
Wilbraham and surrounding
towns.

Anyone interested in art
will benefit from stopping
in. You don’t need to be
an artist or even interested
in doing art; come to learn
about art in general and how
the member artists create
their work. You will have a
chance to chat with the art-
ists and view their work in
the Center’s large activity
room where the walls will
be filled with paintings in

various styles and mediums.

For most of the year you
can view art created by the
WAL members in the Ac-
tivity Room. The displays
change about every two
months. The room is used
for many Center activities
so you may want to call the
Center before stopping in to
ensure the room is open.

The Wilbraham  Art
League holds art shows each

These are an opportunity
for our members to display
their artistic talents. Most
recently was a show at Christ
Church Cathedral in Spring-
field. Currently scheduled
are Wilbraham and Agawam
libraries in November and
Trinity Church (Springfield)
in December.

For more information
about the Wilbraham Art
League visit their website at
https://wilbrahamartleague.
org/ or their Facebook page.

Introduction to Law Libraries
at the WPL on Sept. 10

WILBRAHAM-  Did
you know that there are 15
Trial Court Law Libraries
located across Massachu-
setts to serve the courts, at-
torneys, and the public? You
can receive legal reference
assistance, borrow books,
and use print and electron-
ic resources. Two Law Li-
brarians from the Hampden
and Franklin Counties will

be at the Wilbraham Public
Library on Thursday, Sept.
10 at 3 p.m. to provide an
overview of TCLL and how
they can assist in your legal
information needs.

This program is free and
open to the public. Regis-
tration is encouraged, not
required. Sign up at wilbra-
hamlibrary.org, or call 413-
596-6141.

E-BIKES from page 1

filed various independent or-
dinances on micro-mobility
vehicles.

“I spoke to the superinten-
dent last week because I think
a big part of this isn’t neces-
sarily about creating an ordi-
nance,” Ducey said.

He noted how they should
instead create some guide-
lines or guardrails around the
vehicles and suggested most
of the issue wasn’t about pro-
hibiting the vehicles but pro-
viding education to qualify
and mold expectations.

“What qualifies as an
e-bike? What’s not allowed
as an e-bike? If you’re 15 or
12 years old, what can you
be doing? What can’t you be
doing?” Ducey said. “I think
it’s really gray and really
nebulous and the Chief and I
have had this discussion. But,
I think a lot of this is educa-
tion. The superintendent was
supportive if we want to put
some sort of educational plan
in through the schools, may-
be get the parents involved.
We can do these sort of things
with the district’s help.”

Lennon then offered his
thoughts.

“We’ve been getting a lot
of complaints about e-bikes,
as you might imagine,” Len-
non said. “I get emails almost
every day from people asking
about it.”

Lennon explained his de-
partment made a social media

campaign over the last few
months to educate the pub-
lic about e-bikes and other
micro-mobility devices. Dis-
tributed education centered
around the basics, such as
defining what an e-bike is,
what it isn’t and what Mas-
sachusetts law says about the
vehicles.

“Unfortunately, it is ex-
tremely complex,” Lennon
said. “There’s all different
types of classes. The classes
have subclasses. The laws,
it’s complicated.”

Ducey also added this
thought.

“If we could take a step
back, this isn’t just e-bikes.
It’s e-scooters, it’s skate-
boards, it’s a whole bunch of
different things,” Ducey said.

After Lennon agreed, Vice
Chair Sue Bunnell shared her
perspective.

“Neither, apparently, are
the manufacturers bothering
to be clear about anything
useful that might inform a
consumer,” Bunnell said.

Lennon added how police
efforts also involved using the
in-place school resource of-
ficer to distribute pamphlets
and brochures to students
before school, as well as ad-
dressing students with motor-
ized vehicles about the nature
of their device.

Lennon said the SRO was
still at work during summer-
time.

“So, he’s assigned to the
day shift for the summer-

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929

D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.
Palmer, MA 01069

ROBERTS ROOFS

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate e Copper ® Architectural Shingles e Gutters
Historical Restoration e Flat Roofing
Snow Removal
Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

time,” Chief Lennon said.
“We’ve had him doing is to be
along Main Street and in the
center of town and doing the
same thing. Seeing the peo-
ple, going up to them, hand-
ing them the things. If there’s
an aggressive thing, trying to
notify the parents, trying to at
least—on the street—try to
face to face, handle by those
means.”

Lennon noted in the last
two weeks, Traffic Safety
Ofc. Sgt. Brian Strong had a
roll-call training and met with
department officers in small
groups to educate them on the
subject, classes and laws. De-
spite the extra education for
his department, he reiterated
and understood how confus-
ing it was to classify and tack-
le the issue.

“We do have books which
break it all down,” Lennon
said. “But like I said; that’s
giant spreadsheets of ex-
actly what lands where and
what the violation is. So, Sgt.
Strong, who’s really well-
versed on this, he has done
a good job in educating offi-
cers. At least they know. Also,

what our expectations are
about enforcement and trying
to get involved in this because
we know that the town, it’s
a really important issue for
them. So, our expectations
were brought forward to them
for enforcement and educa-
tion and what we really want
to try to do the best we can in
getting behind this.”

After further discussion,
Lennon brought up a chal-
lenge in enforcement has
been those that are a problem
and aggressive are “we try to
stop them or we try to catch
up with them and they take
oft.”

“They go right into the
woods, they go right into the
thing,” Lennon said. “Tonight
on my way home, saw a cou-
ple of aggressive ones. I tried
to follow them into High Pine
and they took off. They start-
ed waving and they went off
into the woods when they saw
me, before I could even do
anything. They noticed what
was going on and they just
went right in.”

Also, several fleeing of-
ficers over the last couple of

weeks along the Main Street
area.

Lennon added scooters
and ATVs have caused is-
sues as well, using Stony Hill
Road, Boston Road and Old
Boston Road for street take-
overs from curbstone to curb-
stone, blocking traffic and not
stopping for responding offi-
cers.

“We’ve had a couple of
situations. We had one a few
weeks ago. An officer was
parked near the Stony Hill
Road, Boston Road area, off
to the side. He wasn’t trying
to initiate any traffic enforce-
ment. But, a group of them
surrounded the cruiser and
started to taunt him to try and
get him to respond,” Lennon
said. “He didn’t initiate that,
they went after him to try and
get him to respond.”

There was also a situation
in late June where about 150
vehicles went into the Home
Depot parking lot and took
over by blocking entrances
and exits, during burnouts
and spinning the tires, with
mutual aid from several com-
munities sought to help stop

1t.

“We have an officer that’s
assigned to a task force right
now—part-time—where
we're trying to figure out
ways that we can track the
individuals that are doing it,
try to identify them,” Lennon
said. “The state has a task
force where we’re watching to
see where these takeovers are
going to occur each weekend.
We get intelligence reports on
them. So, we’re trying to stay
ahead of it that way, but that
is another variable that we’re
trying to keep in front of.”

He also said the SRO will
be working on education ma-
terials for when the school
year begins for students and
parents with education con-
tinuing and being addressed.

Additional discussion and
thoughts included state legis-
lation being worked on cur-
rently but has stalled at the
moment, what could be done
at the local level in the future
as an additional option and
other traffic safety concerns
including riding on sidewalks.

/

* Implant Services

Dr. Christopher J. Root, DMD MAGD
Dr. Mary Danko, DMD

* Cosmetic & esthetic dentistry, whitening,
veneers, crowns & bridges

* Digital X-Rays & Photographs
e Evening appointments available
* Most insurance plans accepted

e CareCredit - A convenient
monthly payment plan

Wilboraham Dental Associates,Lic

Our friendly team

IS proud to provide the
highest quality of dental care
utilizing the hest
new technology available.

Hours:
Mon., Tues., Wed. 8-5

Thurs. 12-8

70 Post Office Park
Suite 7006
Wilbraham, MA 01095

www.wilbrahamdentalassociates.com

413-279-2016
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PB announces zoning changes, Comprehensive Plan initiative

WILBRAHAM The
Wilbraham Planning Board
is providing residents with
an update on recent changes
to Massachusetts zoning law
and the board’s plans to begin
developing a new Compre-
hensive Plan for the town.

State Zoning Legislation

The Massachusetts Leg-
islation, as part of the Fiscal
Year 2027 budget, enacted
significant changes to the
Massachusetts Zoning Act,
M.G.L. Chapter 40A, effec-
tive July 1. Among the chang-
es are:

Earlier protection from
zoning changes: certain zon-

ing protections now begin
when a permit application is
filed rather than when the per-
mit is issued.

Greater flexibility for
nonconforming  properties:
changes expand the ability to
modify nonconforming struc-
tures and residential uses.

Residential use variances:
residential use variances are
now permitted under state
law, whereas they were pre-
viously prohibited under Wil-
braham’s zoning regulations.

New variance standards:
significant changes were
made to standards and pro-
cedures governing zoning
variances, including replac-

ing the standard for granting
a variance from “substantial
hardship” with ‘practical dif-
ficulty.”

Electronic notices: elec-
tronic notification is now
permitted for certain zoning
matters.

Additional changes to the
Zoning Act are under consid-
eration by the Massachusetts
Legislature (115576), includ-
ing potential statewide stan-
dards for Site Plan Review,
allowing duplexes in all res-
idential districts and allowing
multifamily housing on cer-
tain religious properties.

The Planning Board will
continue to monitor these leg-

islative changes and evaluate
their implications for Wilbra-
ham’s zoning regulations.

Planning for
Wilbraham’s Future
The Planning Board is

also taking steps to develop a
new Comprehensive Plan for
the Town of Wilbraham.

A Comprehensive Plan
is a long-term policy guide
that establishes a communi-
ty’s vision for its future and
provides a framework for de-
cisions concerning growth,
development, preservation,
infrastructure and municipal
investments. Typically look-
ing 10 to 20 years into the

future, a Comprehensive Plan
evaluates existing conditions,
identifies future needs and
opportunities and establishes
goals and recommendations
for the community.

The plan will address key
areas affecting Wilbraham’s
future, including land use,
housing, economic develop-
ment, natural and cultural re-
sources, open space and rec-
reation, municipal services
and facilities and transporta-
tion.

Community participation
will be an important part of
the planning process. The
Planning Board will soon
seek applicants to serve on a

Comprehensive Plan Group,
a subcommittee established
to assist the board in develop-
ing the strategy and scope of
work for the Comprehensive
Plan and to support the plan-
ning process.

Additional  information
about the Comprehensive
Plan Group and opportuni-
ties for residents to partici-
pate will be announced in the
coming weeks.

For further information,
contact the Wilbraham Plan-
ning Office at planning @ wil-
braham-ma.gov or 413-596-
2800 x203.
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" PET OF THE MONTH
Meet Draco

He is an 8-month-old Siberian Husky.
He loves sticks, swimming, and definitely being loud.
He lives with the Felsentreger family in Ludlow.

WILBRAHAM
Animal Hospital

Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM

= e

- =

Andrew R. Hersman, DVM
William D. Anderson, DVM

Nicholas Schipper, DVM
Madison Harris, DVM
Lynn Dgetluck, DVM

Leah Guidry, DVM
Caitlin Vaugh, DVM

Wilbraham Animal Hospital
2424 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA
413.596.8395
wilbrahamanimalhospital.com

East Springfield Veterinary Hospital
525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA
413.739.6389 e esvhospital.com

(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291)
Open Evenings & Saturdays

Classes held every Monday-Thursday evenings

ELDOTC

East Longmeadow Dog
Obedience Training Club

Classes held at
546 Main Street, Hampden, MA

Start Your
Puppy or Rescue
Off Right With
Obedience Training
at ELDOTC!

= Obedience Training -
S Beginner to Utility

Facebook.com/eastlongmeadowdogobedience
For Information or to Register

Call (413) 355-0553

eastlongmeadowdogobedience.com
We Teach You How to Train Your Dog!

ATTENTION
| READERS!

Send in your pet picture for our
“Pet of the Month” and receive a
FREE weekend get-away or
spa package for your pet
courtesy of Porter Road Pet Care.
Email your photos to:
jwalker@turley.com. Please include
your name and your pet’s name.

X
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_woad n,, PoOrter Road Pet Care

Y 141 Porter Road
U East Longmeadow MA

413-525-3532
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€. Day caxe

www.porterroadpetcare.com

e Day Care e SPA Services
e Boarding Available
Web Cams Bathing
Heated Haircuts
Large Maincures
Indoor/Outdoor
Accommodations
Playtime Available - Save $5
Fenced in on Dayc_are,
1/4 Acre Lot Groom"‘_‘Q
or Boarding
L8, Services
. .. .. Limit 1 coupon per pet.
‘ Expires 9/30/26

Harmon

BELCHERTOWN PARADE WITH US?

PACK WALKS IN
WILBRAHAM ARE

: NOW GROUP HIKES!
P ers‘m;ized Saturdays at 12:30 p.m.

Weekly locations will be announced
on our Facebook page.

EVERY SUNDAY IN BELCHERTOWN
behind the Police Dept. at 10 a.m.

All Ages And Breeds Welcome
$20 Each - Weather Permitting

Traning

Every Wednesday Night at 5:30 p.m.

Non-Commital Obedience Socialization Group.
Find us at Belchertown State School in front of
Christopher Heights and Belchertown Day School.

WANT TO WALK THE

Parade Training - Sept. 16th & 23rd

Meet on the common area in front of
Belchertown Day School at 5:30 p.m.

413-246-0859 * AKC Certified

(Excerpted from Katherine
Heigl, Badlands Ranch)

Dogs are so sweet, funny,
and lovable. But there are a
lot of “interesting” beliefs
about dogs floating around
that are just not true. So, let’s
set the record straight.

of tasty treats!

Myth #1:
You can’t teach
an old dogs new tricks.

may take a little extra time.

Myth #2:
All rescue dogs are
Honestly, that’s completely
false. Sure, older dogs may
be a little more set in their
ways. But just about every

rescue dog.

So whether you want to
teach your senior pup to sit,
roll over, or to stop barking
at the mailman, I'm here to
tell you: It's 100% possible to
train an older dog — it just

damaged in some way —
there’s a reason they’re a

What absolute nonsense!
It’s true that some rescue
dogs come from pretty scary
backgrounds, and if a dog
has been abused, they may
need a little extra care, pa-

so grateful for being given
a good home with a loving
family. Just remember: When
a new dog comes into your
home, it’s completely normal
for them to take some time

tience, and compassion toget comfortable. After all,
as they settle into a loving they’re getting used to a new
home. routine and a new family —

But it’s also true that the and you’re getting used to

vast majority of rescue dogs them.

are perfectly normal, healthy

dogs who happen to have Myth #3:

had a rough startin life. Trust ~ Dogs only eat grass when
me when | say — rescue they’re sick.

dogs are the BEST. My hus-
band and | have only had
rescues and to us they seem

Well, this one’s KIND OF
true. Sometimes, dogs will

Four Myths About Dogs

dog I've ever met can be
won over with patience, pos-
itive reinforcement and lots

eat grass if they need to
vomit.

And if you see your dog
snacking on grass more than
usual — it’s certainly worth
checking in with your vet.
But a lot of the time, dogs
just eat grass because it
tastes nice to them — like a
fresh green salad. Especially
in the spring and early sum-
mer, when the grass grows
nice and fresh. If your dog is
a grass-eater, just make sure
they’re snacking on grass
that hasn’t been treated with
any pesticides.

Myth #4:
Dogs only see
in black and white.

Now, it’s true dogs don’t
see a full range of colors
the way you or | do but they
can see certain colors. For
dogs, blues and yellows are
the most prominent colors
in their vision, where reds
and greens may look more
grey or brown to them. It’s
no wonder that blue frisbees
and yellow tennis balls are
so darn popular with pups,
for them, they really are eye
catching!
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Izzy Usher
starts a
dribble.

WILBRAHAM -
The Minnechaug Re-
gional High School girls
soccer team worked out
on the turf all last week
and are preparing for the
regular season opener
next week. The Falcons

/0‘

m sports@turley.com

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

&4 @turleysports

I acebook. com/turleysports

SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS

c Ainsley Holden
does a running
drill in practice A

last week.

are on the road to start
the season, facing off
with Westfield on Tues-
day, Sept. 8 at 4:30 p.m.
Their home opener is on
Friday, Sept. 11 against
East Longmeadow at

6:45 p.m.

Falcons girls soccer
- set for openerg

e
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Izzy Horne
practices her
footwork.
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Turley photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

The Falcons get their running in.

Westfield State University girls volleyball ranked second in preseason poll

WESTFIELD - 2025
MASCAC Volleyball regular
season and tournament cham-
pion Bridgewater State are the
preseason favorites to win the
2026 crown as voted on by the
coaches around the league.

The Bears received seven
first place vote to land in the
top spot. Back-to-back tourna-
ment MVP Lily Welch returns
after she helped the Bears to
their first MASCAC Regu-
lar Season title since 2008.
Last season, she led the team
in kills with 234, hitting per-
centage (.313) and digs (262).
Welch was also second with
46 total blocks and fourth with
31 services aces.

Westfield State is up next
in second. The Owls were 7-1
in league play and bring back
All-Conference honoree Lau-
ren Carnes who earned first
team honors as an outside hit-
ter, racking up 185 kills while
playing in just 17 matches
after missing nine games
during the middle of the sea-
son. Carnes per set numbers
reflect her impact on a match-
by-match basis with her 2.89
kills per set ranking third in
the MASCAC. The Owls lost
three of their top four hitters to
graduation, but return a steady
back line with Erica Majka
(Agawam, Mass.) (266 digs)
and Zurielys Rivera (264 digs)

tops among the Owls’ defen-
sive specialists a year ago.

Westfield will tip off the
2026 season with a non-con-
ference match at the U.S.
Coast Guard Academy on
Sept. 1 at 6:00 p.m.

Sitting in third place is
Framingham State with the
final first place vote. Looking
for her third straight MAS-
CAC Offensive Player of the
Year award is Natalie Reyn-
olds. In 2025, she led the con-
ference with 438 kills, 3.71
per set and 1,085 total attacks.
She was second in hitting per-
centage at .279, fourth in solo
blocks with 16 and fifth with
51 total blocks while adding

85 digs and 34 service aces.
The Rams upset the Owls, 3-2
to eliminate Westfield from
the conference tournament in
2025.

MCLA comes in fourth in
this year’s poll. The Trailblaz-
ers were 5-3 with the help of
reigning MASCAC Rookie
of the Year Kaelynn Greeley
who closed out her first year
with the Trailblazers fourth
in the conference with 221
kills, seventh in kills per set
with 2.63 and 10th in hitting
percentage with .217. She also
tallied 36 service aces, 167
digs and nine total blocks over
25 matches.

Up next in fifth is Worces-

ter State. Last season, the
Lancers were also 4-4 in
league play. During the 2025
season, Katherine Crateau fin-
ished second in the MASCAC
with 477 digs and 654 recep-
tions with third-most digs per
set at 4.54. She also recorded
95 assists and 36 service aces
to earn MASCAC Defensive
Player of the Year accolades.
Salem State is in the sixth
spot. Returning for the Vikings
is Celia Carbone who dished
out a career-high 512 assists,
averaged 6.10 assists per set,
and set a new career-high in
digs (222) last season.
Rounding out the 2026
poll is Fitchburg State in sev-

enth and Mass. Maritime in
eighth. For the Falcons, Mad-
ison Keohane returns after
averaging 3.38 assists per set,
284 total assists, 171 digs and
25 service aces last season.
For the Buccaneers, Holly
Sanders is back after grabbing
All-Conference honors in her
first season. She led the MAS-
CAC with 577 digs and 6.63
digs per set while tallying 25

kills, 89 assists, 48 service
aces.
The volleyball season

gets underway the first week
of September with the MAS-
CAC teams in non-conference
action.

New event added to Thompson
Speedway calendar, Tri-Track Series

THOMPSON, CT - In
an exciting addition to the
Thompson Speedway cal-
endar, the Monaco Modified
Tri-Track Series has been
added to the 64th Sunoco
World Series of Speedway
Racing to headline the Sat-
urday portion of the three-
day extravaganza!

2026 will mark the first
time in series history that

'/ Faith
'~ Rodrigues
practices her

the Monaco Modifieds have
visited Thompson Speed-
way three times, this com-
ing at a crucial point in the
championship chase! While
the championship will cer-
tainly be on the forefront of
the driver’s minds, the addi-
tion completes three-straight
days of Tour-type Modified
Racing at the Sunoco World
Series.

It all starts Friday, Oct.
9 with the Modified Rac-
ing Series headlining the
opening night with a 50-lap
finale to crown their 2026
champion. The Monaco
Modified Tri-Track Series
now headlines the Saturday,
Oct. 10 showcase while the
NASCAR Whelen Mod-

Please see RACE, page 12

Umpires Association .
awards scholarship

estern Massa-
chusetts Baseball
Umpires  Associ-

ation Board Member Chris
Anderson awards a $500
scholarship earlier this sum-
mer Sean Krol. The umpires’
association funds the schol-
arship through dues paid by
its members. Anderson hopes
in the future to fund more
scholarships either through
fundraising or donations,
saying its important to give
back to the sport they love,
and promote education for
high school seniors who play.
Applications for next year’s
scholarship will open up ear-
ly in 2027.

Submitted photo

hitting.

sy

Chaug
volleyball
ready to hit
the court

WILBRAHAM - The
Minnechaug Regional High
School girls volleyball team
is back on the court practic-
ing. The Falcons are hoping
to head back to the state tour-
nament again this year and are
getting ready to get started
early next week. The Falcons
season opener is against play-
off rival Amherst Regional on
Tuesday, Sept. 8 at 6:30 p.m.

B

Jillian Rumplik
makes a serve.

Turley photos by
David Henry
www.sweetdog
photos.com

Kaylin Phillips
goes left for a
hit.
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Monthly Highlights for September at the Hampden Senior Center:

Please call 566-5588 to
RSVP for all events or register
for classes at the senior center.

Lunch is provided by
Greater Springfield Senior
Services daily at 12:00 noon.
Suggested donation is $3.00
per meal. You must reserve
lunch by 11:00 am one day
prior. Feel free to schedule
reservations for the month.

Snuggles & Smiles: A Visit
from Cloverbrook Farm
Baby Goats

Thursday, September 10th
from 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM.

Baby goat snuggles are
beneficial to your health and
can boost your mood!

You don’t want to miss this
experience.

This event is scheduled
to take place outside but will
move inside if it rains.

Volunteer Meeting:
Wednesday,  September
16th at 10:00 AM.
All CURRENT and NEW
Volunteers!
Come and hear about new
volunteer opportunities at
the Senior Center and help
us update our records with
your current contact infor-
mation. Refreshments will be
provided.

Wicked Wednesday: Part 2

Wednesday,  September
16th at 12:30 PM.

Join us for Part 2 of the
WICKED movie series as we
watch WICKED: FOR GOOD

Light refreshments will be
provided.

Grandparents Day/
Thunderbirds BINGO
Thursday, September 17th,

at 12:00 noon.

Lunch: Beef & Bean Chili
& Baked Potatoes provided
by GSSSIL $3 suggested do-
nation.

Dessert provided by Van-
tage Health and Rehab of
Hampden

Followed by: BINGO with
BOOMER and the Springfield
Thunderbirds!

We will have Thunderbirds
prizes, including tickets to
games, koozies, t-shirts, and
more!

This is a FREE event.
Come and have your picture
taken with Boomer and win
great prizes!

Medicare Presentation
with Trivia hosted by
Blue Cross Blue Shield of
Massachusetts!

Friday, September 18th at
12:30 PM.

Navigating the Medi-
care maze can be confus-
ing - whether you’re new
to Medicare, just exploring
available options, or trying to
adapt to recent changes. Blue
Cross Blue Shield of Massa-
chusetts will host ‘Medicare
Simplified’, a fun, informa-
tive, and educational presen-
tation designed to shed light
on core concepts and provide
much-needed clarity on the
Medicare landscape. This
presentation focuses entirely
on providing clear, unbiased
Medicare information — no
BCBS product details, just the
essentials. Many key topics
will be discussed, including:
What is Medicare? When can
I enroll? What are the differ-
ences between Medicare Sup-
plement and Medicare Advan-
tage plans? Where do I go for
additional help?

To make this presentation
even more engaging, this pre-
sentation will end with a fun
Medicare Trivia ‘contest,”
providing you with an oppor-
tunity to test your knowledge
- and the chance to win a small
prize! Following the presenta-
tion, a knowledgeable BCBS
Medicare Representative will
remain on hand to answer all
questions.

A Walk in Their Shoes

Wednesday,  September
23rd at 10:30 AM.

Dementia experts from
The Reserve at East Long-
meadow will be here to lead
you through a simulation to
better understand and empa-
thize with what living with
dementia is like. You will be
guided through the challenges
of compromised vision, hear-
ing, and dexterity, all of which
affect cognition.

Join us for this important
and informative program.

Greeting Cards with Ellie

Monday, September 24th,
from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM.

Cost is $3.00 per person,
paid to the instructor. All ma-
terials are provided.

Come and discover end-
less possibilities for creating
your own personal greeting
cards. Learn new techniques
each month. Class will meet
on the 4th Monday of every
month.

Memory Tips with
Dr. Wendy Hurwitz

Friday, September 25th at
12:30 PM.

Did you know that a recent
study from Stanford Universi-
ty suggests that the techniques
used by memory athletes* can
be taught, learned, and can
create changes in the brain
that enhance memory skills?

Come learn about the tips
and techniques used by mem-
ory athletes.*

*Memory athletes are
Olympic-level =~ memorizers
who compete to see who can
memorize large amounts of
information.

PUZZLE PALOOZA:

Tuesday, September 29th
from 1:00-3:00 PM.

Join us for another fun af-
ternoon of Puzzles! Work in
randomly assigned teams to
see which team can finish a
300-piece puzzle the fastest.
Prizes will be awarded!!

Puzzle Making is good for
you! It can help improve your
memory and reduce stress
while providing a fun way to
socialize and exercise your
brain.

Puzzles and refreshments
are generously sponsored by
All American Assisted Living
at Enfield.

Monday Ukulele with
Amy Scott

New 8-week session: Sep-
tember 14th—November 9th
(no class on October 12th).

Beginner Ukulele — 11:45
AM to 12:45 PM.

Cost is $50 for the session
if paid in full or $7 per class
for drop-ins.

Advanced Ukulele — 1:00
PM to 2:30 PM.

Cost is $80 for the session.

NEW! Beginner
Watercolors Classes with
Trish Pilon

Mondays, 12:30 PM to
3:00 PM.

New 8-week session: Sep-
tember 14th to November 16th
(no class on 10/5 & 10/12).

Cost is $80 for the session,
paid to the instructor. All ma-
terials will be provided.

Common Threads Led by

Joan Tompkins, PhD

Mondays, from 12:30 PM
to 1:30 PM.

Do you ever feel lone-
ly, discouraged, or over-
whelmed? We all experience
difficult times in our lives.

Come and join our friendly
group as we meet each week
to share, connect, and support
one another while navigating
life’s challenges and events.
There is no charge, and every-
one is welcome!

Living Stronger...
Longer...
with Lamar Moore

Tuesdays from 2:15 PM to
3:00 PM.

New 8-week session: Sep-
tember 1st to October 20th.

Learn about balance and
how it impacts your over-
all health and wellness. Get
tips on strength training and
cardiovascular endurance to
increase mobility and flexi-
bility. “It’s never too late to
start making progress on your
health span. Muscles and bal-
ance are the two things you
can train and improve even as
you age.”

Cost is $40 for the session
if paid in full or $6 per class.

Pickleball at Thornton
Burgess, 85 Wilbraham Road

Wednesdays, 8:00 AM—
9:30 AM, 9:30 AM—11:00
AM, or 11:00 AM-12:30 PM.

This program is for anyone
60 and older who is new to
the sport or is a beginner to an
advanced-beginner level who
wants to learn the rules and
practice playing. Please call
the Senior Center to register.

Pickleball Clinics with
Mary Grassetti

Our popular Pickleball
Clinics return in September!
We are offering a four-month
series designed to help play-
ers build their skills through
progressive instruction. Two
sessions are available:

Session 1: 8:00 AM to
10:00 AM / Session 2: 10:00
AM to 12:00 PM

Clinic Dates: September
23rd, October 21st, November
18th, and December 16th.

These clinic dates will re-
place the regular Wednesday
pickleball sessions.

Registration is on a first-
come, first-served basis.

By signing up, you are
committing to attending one
clinic each month for all four
months. Each session builds
on the skills learned in the pre-
vious one; drop-ins are not ac-
cepted once the clinic begins.

To get the greatest benefit
from the instruction, please
register only if you can com-
mit to attending all four ses-
sions. If you’re unable to par-
ticipate this time, there will be
future clinic opportunities.

The cost is $40.00 for
eight hours of non-certified
instruction. Space is limited to
12 participants per session.

All proceeds from the
instructional clinics will go
towards funding the Senior
Pickleball program.

To register, please call the
Hampden Senior Center to be
placed on the list for your re-
quested time slot.

Your registration will be
confirmed once payment is
received.

Thanks to the Hampden
Parks & Rec Department for
court time.

Farm  Share  Program
brought to you by Red Fire
Farm. SNAP/HIP and CASH
Shares are available.

Located in Granby, MA,
Red Fire Farm is a year-round
local source for high-quality
food and garden plants using
organic principles that result
in safe food and a healthy en-
vironment. If you are interest-
ed in participating in the Farm
Share Program, please contact
Wendy for a new Membership
Agreement.

Shares will be available
twice a month on THURS-
DAYS, ending December
15th. Local deliveries in
Hampden & East Longmead-
ow are available. Call to speak
with Wendy about any ques-
tions or for enrollment paper-
work.

Lobby Learning is Back!!
Don’t have time to come in
and sit for a long presentation?
We understand! Lobby Learn-

ing welcomes businesses and
organizations to provide help-
ful information to you. Stop
in to pick up information and
speak with a representative.
Stay as long as you need to
get your questions answered.
If there’s an organization you
would like us to invite, please
let us know, and we will do
our best to bring them here.

9/3—Hampden  County
Regional SHINE Program

9/10—The Wellington

9/17—The Arbors at Chi-
copee

9/24— New Growth

NEW! Line Dancing with
Mikki

Thursdays, 2:15 PM to
3:15 PM.

Join the fun and learn line
dancing or build on the skills
you already have! Line danc-
ing is a great way to stay ac-
tive, improve balance and co-
ordination, meet new friends,
and enjoy music.

No partner is needed —
just bring your enthusiasm
and get ready to have fun!

Cost is $5.00 per class,
paid directly to the instructor.

MEMORY CAFE

EVERY FRIDAY AT
10:15 AM. Please call Wendy
for more information.

Sponsored by: Friends of
Hampden Senior Citizens &
private donations.

The Memory Café is a
welcoming place for individ-
uals with memory challenges,
along with

caregivers, family, or
friends, to gather in a safe,
supportive, and engaging en-
vironment.

Here’s what’s happening
in September at the Memory
Café:

9/4 — Ukulele with Amy

9/11 — Drumming with Ja-
son

9/18 — Rhythm & Motion
with Sara

9/25 — Mindful Movement
with Lisa

“African Drumming” with
Jason

Fridays from 2:00 PM to
3:00 PM

New 12-week session:
September 11th to December
11th (no class on 10/30 &
10/27)

Cost is $70 for the 12-
week session if paid in full, or
$7 per class for drop-ins.

All are welcome! No pre-
vious experience is necessary.

Did you know we offer the
following services....

FREE Blood Pressure
Clinic — Walk-in 9:15 am to
10:45 am.

Tuesdays with Ann Mag-
gio, RN, or Ruth Haley, RN

Thursdays with Karen
Blair, RN

Chair Massage with Min-
dy — by appointment

Wednesdays, September
16th, & 30th, from 11:00 am
to 2:00 pm.

$10 for a 10-minute ap-
pointment.

Infinnite Hair by Katie —
by appointment

Wednesdays, September
9th & 23rd, from 9:00 am to
12:00 noon.

The 2nd & 4th Wednes-
days of every month.

Services offered include:

Dry (Spritz) Cut—$15.00

And Style—$5.00

Men’s Cut—3$12.00

Waxing Services Avail-
able:

Brow, Lip, and “Nose De-
tail” - $5 per service.

A fast, low-discomfort
wax to keep the stray hairs at
bay.

For those who are home-
bound, Katie is available for
home visit appointments on
September 2nd & 15th, from
9:00 am to 11:00 am. There is
an additional $10 travel fee for
home visits.

Gift Cards make great
gifts and are available for
purchase
at the Senior Center!

Anyone of any age is wel-
come to schedule appoint-
ments for these services.

Please call 566-5588 to
schedule your appointments.

Need a button sewn?
Pants hemmed? Fix a rip?
Help is on the way!

Fridays, September 11th &
25th from 10:00 AM to 12:00
noon.

The senior center wel-
comes seamstress extraordi-
naire, Georgina Hamilton, on
the second and fourth Fridays
of every month to help with
your tailoring needs and more.

This service is FREE, but
donations are graciously ac-
cepted for senior center pro-
grams and services.

Do you have a financial
planning question
or concern?

Wednesday,  September
16th.

Pat Sherman from Edward
Jones will be here on the third
Wednesday of every month
by appointment to discuss re-
tirement planning, Social Se-
curity, investments, financial
goals, and more.

Call to schedule a 30-min-
ute appointment. This is a
FREE service.

Summer Puzzle Pacs are
back and are available in the
lobby at the Senior Center.

Return your completed
Puzzle Pac by October 1st for
a chance to win a gift card.

HELP US STOCK OUR
SHELVES with Tissues.

Thank you to those who
donated dish soap last month.
Every month, we will target
a different item to help fill
monthly Personal Needs Bags.

Due to space constraints,
please refrain from purchasing
warehouse-sized items.

“Come What May” Bou-
tique... is open in our lobby
for all to shop during normal
business hours.

Monday through Friday,
9:00 am to 3:00 pm.

We accept donations of
new or gently used clothing,
outerwear, accessories, and
footwear.

All proceeds from Bou-
tique sales will benefit the
needs of the Senior Center.

The Old Mill English Tea
Room Royal Tea Experience

Thursday, October 1st,
starting at 11:30 AM.

Enjoy Unlimited Tea, a
selection of Queen Tea Sand-
wiches, and Dessert.

The price per person is
$30.00 and includes the meal,
gratuity, and tax.

This is a DRIVE-YOUR-
SELF event. Transportation
will not be provided.

To reserve your spot and
pay for this event, please call
the senior center.

October Crafts

Come and enjoy making
Fall crafts with us at the Se-
nior Center! Projects will be
displayed in the Lobby.

Pre-registration  is  re-
quired. Call and sign up today.

Friday, October 2nd, 10:00
AM to 12:00 noon.

FREE Pumpkin Painting
with Louise

Sponsored by Bilton’s
Mountainside Orchard

Tuesday, October
10:00 AM to 12:00 noon.

FREE Paper Pumpkin
Craft with Sandy

Tuesday, October
10:00 AM to 12:00 noon.

Fall Wood Shelf Decor —
Kim

Cost is $10. All materials
will be provided.

6th,

13th,

Annual FLU/COVID V
accine Clinics sponsored by
Big Y Pharmacy

Monday, October 5th, 1:00
PM to 4:00 PM

Wednesday, October 7th,
9:00 AM to 11:00 AM

Vaccines will also be avail-
able for homebound individu-
als on Monday, October 19th.

An appointment is RE-
QUIRED to receive a vaccine,
whether at the Senior Center
or in your home.

Insurance cards are re-
quired.

Special thanks to Rice
Fruit Farm and Big Y for do-
nating delicious apples for our
Flu/COVID Vaccine Clinics!

Mini Health
Information Fair

Wednesday, October 7th
from 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM.

Stop by, even if you are not
getting a flu/covid shot, to get
information from these great
organizations!

STCC Dental: Learn about
all the great programs the
STCC Dental Program has to
offer.

InstED: Your in-home al-
ternative to the Emergency
Department

Find out more about how
you can access treatment for
non-emergency medical needs
in the comfort of home.

Hampden County Sheriff’s
Department:

Information will be avail-
able about the RUOK? Pro-
gram and other programs of-
fered by the department.

Powerback Rehabilitation
to You is excited to offer a
Balance Clinic with Balance
Assessments. This fun and
informational clinic will offer
a comprehensive approach to
improving balance, reducing
the risk of falls, and enhancing
overall mobility and quality of
life. A team of licensed ther-
apists will conduct personal-
ized balance assessments us-
ing equipment and assessment
protocols to identify strengths
and areas for improvement.
Come join us to see where
your Balance “Falls”!

Excel Home Care Sani-
tation Station will be here to
provide FREE Walker, Wheel-
chair, & Cane Sanitation.

Help keep your mobility
equipment clean and reduce
the spread of germs!

Wheelchairs, walkers,
canes, and rollators will be
professionally cleaned and
disinfected.

Medicare Open Enrollment
Round Table Q&A Session
with Becky & Ann

Wednesday, October 14th,
10:00 AM.

Open Enrollment is Oc-
tober 15th—December 7th.
This is a time to look at your
current insurance plan and de-
termine if making changes is
beneficial to you. Join SHINE
Counselors Becky & Ann for
a roundtable discussion to
answer any questions before
Open Enrollment starts.

*If you need an appoint-
ment during Open Enrollment,
please call the senior center
beginning September 8th.

Hampden will have 2
SHINE counselors this year
(Becky & Ann). More details
in the October Scribe.

NEW!! Evening Yoga with
Lisa Zizza

Mondays from 5:45 PM to
6:45 PM.

New 6-week evening ses-
sion: October 19th—Novem-
ber 23rd

We need at least 10 people
to run this session, so call to-
day to let us know you’re in-
terested.

Cost is $30 for the session,
prepaid.

[ $12.50
Each

Digital Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

, Purchase a photo that recently ran
‘,- ! in one of our publications. Go to
newspapers.turley.com/photo-request
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ified Tour will crown their
2026 champion following the
World Series 150 on Sunday,
Oct. 11.

“We are glad we got to add
the Monaco Modifieds to this
year’s Sunoco World Series,”

said American-Canadian Tour
managing partner Cris Mi-
chaud. “They always put on a
great show at Thompson and
the fans are sure to get their
Modified fix before the snow
starts to fall!”

Thompson Speedway
roars back to life on Wednes-

day, September 16 for the
Eden Raferty Attorneys Fall
Showdown Late Model Spe-
cial! The Late Models take
center stage in their extra-dis-
tance showdown alongside
the Thompson Sunoco Mod-
ifieds, SK Light Modifieds,
Street Stocks and Crown Vics

with a 6:00pm Post Time.
The North East Short
Track Network (NESTN)
will stream Wednesday Night
Racing at Thompson Speed-
way all season long, vis-
it www.nestn.tv for more info
including Pay-Per-View pric-
ing and ways to subscribe!
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WILBRAHAM - Mem-
bers of the Hampden-Wil-
braham Regional School
Committee and district ad-
ministrators welcomed 49
new staff to a variety of roles,
including lunch/recess mon-
itors, food service workers,
school nurses, paraprofes-
sionals, and faculty for New
Staff Orientation Day on Aug.
25.

These new staff come with
a variety of prior experiences
from schools and other em-
ployers in Hampshire County,
the Lower Pioneer Valley and

northern Connecticut. They
also include Danielle Burke,
Patty Grandfield, Kim Mon-
tano, Karli Ptaszkiewicz, and
Tanya Larson who are enter-
ing the teaching ranks via a
para-educator to teacher ca-
reer ladder.

Superintendent ~ Provost
opened the day by asking
the new employees to share
their experiences of being
“completely immersed in the
work” encouraging the new
team to pursue those ‘flow’
moments in the classroom
where teachers and students

become so absorbed in learn-
ing that they lose track of
time—the hallmark of truly
great engagement.

Hampden-Wilbraham Ed-
ucation Association (HWEA)
President Damian Konkoly
and New Member Coordina-
tor Julia Maturo encouraged
the new teachers and parapro-
fessionals to build supportive
relationships with their col-
leagues.

To support the district’s
goal of creating a safe, sup-
portive and inclusive learning
environment, Lisa Curtin, the

district’s Director of Curricu-
lum, Instructional and Profes-
sional Learning reviewed the
district’s Bullying Prevention
and Intervention Plan with
new staff. She also detailed
the district’s comprehensive
protocols for ensuring the
safety and well-being of ev-
ery student, emphasizing the
staff’s shared responsibility
as advocates for our children.
Additionally, Student Ser-
vices Director, Joshua Dick-
son, explained the process for
ensuring that educators have
the information they need to

Hampden-Wllbraham welcomes new school staff

educate their students with
disabilities.

To ensure that technology
serves as a support and not
a barrier for new staff, Bill
Powers, the district’s Direc-
tor of Information Technol-
ogy introduced the IT team,
oriented new staff to the dis-
trict’s technology platforms
and explained how to request
assistance when encountering
a technical issue.

The orientation program
concluded with a hands-on
safety training ensuring that
all staff were trained to use

the first-aid supplies stocked
throughout the district.

This orientation is an an-
nual part of the district’s on-
going efforts to ensure that
new faculty and staff receive
the support they need to
make the new school year a
successful one for them and
their students. With students
returning to school on Aug.
31, the district is nearly fully
staffed, and ready to welcome
students back for a fantastic
academic year.

VISIT from page 1

it to come and look at our
middle school as part of our
statement of interest for the
Core program for the mid-
dle school,” Slaughter said.
“They’re coming out on the
16th. They’ll spend half to
three-quarters of a day pok-
ing around and looking at
things and getting a firsthand
sense of stuff, as well as se-
nior program review. So,
that’s the process that we’re
in right now with that. So,
that’s a good sign. We’re still
in process on that.”

Slaughter also provided
an update on the projects at
Mile Tree Elementary School
and Stony Hill Elementary
School, which are through
the MSBA’s accelerator re-
pair program and are current-
ly active.

“In the month of July, we
were notified by the MSBA
of who our designer would be
and who our OPM or bonus
project manager would be for
the project. So, they notified
us of that. They gave us the
template for the contracts
for both of them,” Slaughter
said. “There was those two
things plus a calendar and
permission form so they can
access our information on
MSBA. So, we worked with
our OPM and they helped put
together—they helped fill in
the blanks basically—on the
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The Massachusetts School Building Authority will conduct an on-site visit to Wilboraham Middle

School on Sept. 16.

contracts, got those all to-
gether. Those were due the
17th. We got those turned in
about a week ahead of that.
The schedule that we got pol-
ished up around the 14th—so
the end of the week—but we
got everything turned in, so
we’re on track.”

He added that with those
projects, the district is meet-
ing the obligations of the
MSBA process with more to
come.

“As the fall rolls along,
we’ll start to get into the
details of actual design and
preparation works for those
two programs,” Slaughter

said.

After a question on the
date for the MSBA visit from
School Committee Member
Timothy Collins, Slaughter
elaborated further.

“They send a couple of
the MSBA staff that are do-
ing that due diligence for the
background so they can put
together a recommendation
to the board itself. So, these
are people with technical
expertise that are coming to
make notes, compare what
we’ve told them about our
buildings what notes they got
when they did a full review
of the buildings. They did a

HABITAT from page 6

while supporting GSHFH’s
mission. They surpassed their
goal just four months later
and finished the grant period
having raised $2,281.

“I'm very grateful,” said
Yandel Alameda, GSHFH in-
tern and a senior at Springda-
le Education Center (SEC) in
Chicopee. “It was the smart-
est thing we’ve ever done. We
are giving families light and
helping them achieve their
homeownership dreams.”

The grant encourages
youth leaders to engage in a
community project that sup-
ports local affordable housing
efforts, which is exactly the
goal of Bean Boutique.

“We loved the students’
proposal and enthusiasm the
students had for the project,”
said Aimee Giroux, Greater
Springfield Habitat executive
director.

The idea for an iced cof-
fee shop came from former
GSHFH intern Dakota Wirf
in summer 2024. Dakota
then presented the idea to Jill
Brewer, director of Education
for Positive Regard Network,
who approved the concept.

“It was a hot summer day
and I was outside at Habi-
tat with Nate (Shlosser) and
just asked “Why don’t we sell
iced coffee?”” said Dakota.
“At school, we saw staff with
coffee and they had to go to
Dunkin’ Donuts to get it. But,

if they got coffee at work,
they could step out for a min-
ute and still help Habitat.”

Dakota, Nate, and Yan-
del quickly turned their idea
into a business. They created
the name “Bean Boutique,”
a marketing guide — includ-
ing logo, branding colors,
and fonts — and a plan to get
the word out. They designed
flyers to be distributed in the
school, drafted morning an-
nouncements to be read over
the intercom, plus budgeted
and shopped for supplies.
Bean Boutique opened its
doors to teachers and ad-
ministrators at both SEC and
its neighboring Center for
School Crisis Intervention
and Assessment in Decem-
ber 2024, just weeks before
Christmas. Before the grant
period even began, Bean
Boutique had already raised
$1,200.

“Bean  Boutique  has
taught us business skills,
like advertising and market-
ing,” said Nate. “People at
SEC and Center School now
know about Habitat and what
it does. Our flyers were a big
part of that.”

In an effort to keep Bean
Boutique profitable and fresh,
the interns brainstormed oth-
er drinks to sell, including hot
chocolate, apple cider, lemon-
ade, and a non-alcoholic twist
on dirty sodas. Nate and Yan-
del also created a campaign
around the “Refined Pour.”

They welcomed ideas from
peers, such as boba tea, which
came from an elementary stu-
dent at Center School. Later,
they publicly recognized him
and thanked him for his sug-
gestion.

“They didn’t just create a
coffee shop,” said Jill. “They
created a space that brings
people together, teaches re-
al-life skills, and makes a
powerful difference in the
community. Their passion,
drive, and heart have turned
a simple idea into something
powerful.”

Beyond Bean Boutique’s
fundraising success, Yandel
and Nate said Habitat has
helped them as much as they
have helped others.

“It’s the best thing that has
ever happened to me,” Yandel
said. After graduation in June
2027, he said he’d like to join
the military. Today, Yandel
oversees marketing for a busi-
ness he and his brother started
together, and has designed the
company’s logo. “It changed
my mindset. I only saw my
life in the streets.”

Nate agreed.

“Habitat is amazing. It
keeps me out of trouble. It
keeps me focused,” he said.
“Before Habitat, I didn’t see
my life going anywhere.”
Nate said when he graduates
next June, he’s exploring
three plans — enlisting in the
military, attending college, or
becoming a truck driver.

survey through a third-par-
ty company about the time |
came on, so right at the 24-25
school year,” Slaughter said.
“Sort of taking information
they have and firsthand walk-
ing through, making notes
and posing questions about
the physical structure of the
building and seeing it in op-
eration and collecting that
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data so they can build their
recommendation to the full
MSBA board for action.”
When Vice Chair Dr. Mi-
chael Tirabassi asked if they
come while class is in ses-
sion, Slaughter replied yes.
“That’s part of what they
want to see is how full is the
building. “You tell us it’s full’
but then they want to see that
as part and parcel of it. They
want to see the kids move
around the building. They
want to see the sort of phys-
ical stuff. They want to see

| the electrical, the electrical

panels, the boilers. They’ll
probably go up on the roof,”
Slaughter said.

On the question of the
fans and dehumidifiers,
Slaughter said these would
be examined as well.

“So, they’ll get to expe-
rience all that firsthand, but
they do want to see some
of the operational things
like kids changing classes
and how far are your class-
rooms and all of those things
are part and parcel of what
they’re going to be trying
to keep an eye on and make
notes on,” Slaughter said.

- Please submit a photo of your veteran with his !
or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown I.j“r |
by email to jamie @ turley.com or drop off a photo to |
The Wilbraham-Hampden Times, fifo l
_ | 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
| i L.' LAl photos W111 be returned

| ' ' Please submit your photo no later than g i
ol | N e 74 Monday, October 27, 2026. '

SIGN FUNDRAISER

from page 5

this year is just help a Vet. It
doesn’t matter who they are.
Reach out, we will help and
that’s what we want to do
this year is just reach out to
a Vet or the Veteran’s family
member, dependent. If they
need help, they’re welcome to
come down here and speak to
myself or somebody else and
we will help them in any way,
shape or form,” Demers said.
“Over the last year, we have
donated more than $15,000
to Veterans of the community
and we want to continue that.”

DeOld thanked the com-
munity for supporting the
Post.

“It’s well appreciated and,
again, just looking forward to
all of the good things that the
Post is going to be able to con-
tinue to do for the community
in the future that a brand new
sign is going to highlight,”
DeOld said. “Everybody com-
ing down Main Street is going
to see the sign and say, ‘Oh,
that’s where the world famous
Ledoux Post is.””

|

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times |
~ November 5, 2026 A~ : fg'. i -. _II-.: i

-51 \ The Wilbraham-Hampden Times i ':1;1 it
| will be saluting our local veterans

. (from all wars and branches, including
| ' honoring deceased veterans), reservists,
| | active duty U.S. Military members. b

| E=I: LA

Al | There is no cost to submit a photo. A |.: {

i 4 1| No photos will be accepted after deadline. || §
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

BUSINESS FOR SALE

BIOLINKS OF
NEW ENGLAND

Grease trap pumping business.
Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

ESTATE SALE

84 CHESTER RD., BLANDFORD.
FRIDAY-MONDAY,

SEPT. 4-7, 9AM-3PM.
Everything must go! Housewares, large &
small, tools, indoor & outdoor furniture &
much more. 3 miles from Blandford Fair-
grounds. Rain or shine.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless

September 3, 2026

Call us at 413.283.8393

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage
electronics, jewelry, coins,
watches, military cameras,
sports  memorabilia, art,
sterling, signs, automotive,
hunting, advertising, radios,
ham radio equipment, audio
equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
ARA JUNK
MISCELLANEOUS FURNITURE
REMOVAL

2021 QUALITY
CARGO FOOD TRAILER
25,000 miles, gas, dimensions:
18'Lx8.5'Hx10.5’'W. Previously owned by
Tony’s Happy Valley Pizza.
For more information call
413-289-1211.

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.
Free estimates on phone.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured.

Jason at Great Wallls. (413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured ¢
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.
Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301
or visit my website at
dannyselectriclic.com
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured.
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates.
Lic. #14960A.
413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany.

Call John at (413)206-6509.

TAG SALE

SATURDAY, SUNDAY,
SEPT. 5. & 6, 9am-5pm.
Household deco, jewelry, pocketbooks,
Christmas Village,

80 pairs of clip on earrings, clothes.
157 Washington Street
“Route 8 Village,” Becket.

WANTED!
CASH for:

* Machinist tools, power tools

& Snap on.
« Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.

Much, much more!

FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2**x*xxx%A & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster

Fully insured. MA License #8101A1.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.
HOME
A Call We Haul | mpRrovEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

Find archives of this

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot
clearing, perimeter clearing,
1-5+ acres & stumping.
Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates.
Over 30 Years Experience.
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

LAWN & GARDEN

HEADS UP LAWN
SPRINKLERS LLC.

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads,
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices.

Call 413-279-4122 to set up
an appointment.

“RANDY and RICKY
Fall Cleanup,
Call Paul Amherst”

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry *
Framing * Drywall *
Painting ¢ & more!

(413) 687'5552/

Call/Text Sam fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
413-531-5381 Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell local newspaper at
(413)222-8868. www.newspapers.turley.com
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
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Address:
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Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

BELCHERTOWN

e

HUBBARDSTON
BARRE o

WesT NORTH
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD

eRst
(GROOKFIELD

BRIFELD
STURBRIDGE

- M

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

WEST
SPRINGFIELD

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming
Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing
Certified & Fully Insured.

Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
We do what others don't.

We grind stumps of any size, provide
cleanup and add loam and seed.
Certified & Fully Insured.

Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,
1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

TOWN OF WARE JOB OPENING
Part-Time Custodian

The Town of Ware is seeking applicants for
the position of custodian. Duties include
cleaning restrooms, sweeping, vacuuming,
and mopping floors, cleaning windows,
taking out trash and restocking supplies.
Part-time, non-benefited, $17.50 per hour,
12 hours per week.

Job applications can be found on the Town
of Ware website https://www.townof-
ware.com under Human Resources, at
the Ware Town Hall, or e-mail your appli-
cation or resume to resumes@townof-
ware.com. AA/ECE

FOR SALE

Duplex for sale at
812/814 East Street Ludlow.

Built in 1974, each unit has 2 bedrooms, 1
Y2 baths, private basements, gas heat and
central air on 0.23 acres of land.
Great rental potential, good location with
nearby schools and close access to the
highway.
The house needs cosmetic updates. Prop-
erty is being sold strictly in AS-IS condition.
Priced accordingly $425,000.

Call 617- 877- 3455 if interested.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

|_FORRENT |
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

o o
Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!
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B OBITUARY

Rose M. Malysz
Died Aug. 21, 2026
Services are private.
Wilbraham Funeral
Home

Wilbraham-Hampden Times

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types
of obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice
listing the name of
deceased, date of death
and funeral date
and place.

The other is a
Paid Obituary,
costing $275, which
allows families to
publish extended death
notice information of
their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500
words) and may include
a photograph.

Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only
when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

Rose M. Malysz

1929 - 2026

WILBRAHAM - Rose
Mary Malysz, 96, passed
away peaceful-
ly at home on
Friday, August
21, 2026. Born
in  Springfield
to the late Stan-
ley and Stella
Lazarz, Rose
was a long time
Wilbraham resi-
dent.

Rose  grew

others’ welfare than her
own, even her nurses and
caregivers.

In her ill-
ness, Rose suf-
fered  silently
and gracefully
with never a
complaint. Nev-
er seeking rec-
ognition, Rose
offered her help
to the end. She
was a living

up singing.

She and her sister record-
ed several songs with their
father’s orchestra in the
1940’s. Many years later,
Rose sang with the Wilbra-
ham Choral Society Mixed
Chorus, performing at local
churches.

Rose loved to travel.
She and her husband at-
tended President Reagan’s
inauguration. They vaca-
tioned in Cancun, Mexico,
where she tried parasailing,
Hawaii, and they traveled
coast to coast across Cana-
da by train.

A perfect mother, Rose
was supportive and encour-
aging of her children’s en-
deavors. A dedicated home-
maker, Rose truly made her
house a home. A beautiful
human being, she was full
of goodness, always pos-
itive and always speaking
kindly of everyone and
everything. Always car-
ing about others, Rose was
much more concerned with

model of a saint,
espousing Christ’s values
daily.

Rose was predeceased
by her sister Mary Cygan
and her beloved husband
Thaddeus K. Malysz. She
will be sadly missed by
her three devoted children:
Thaddeus “Ted” M. Malysz
of Wilbraham, Mark K.
Malysz of Nashua, NH and
Karen Robitaille (Robert)
of South Windsor, CT and 2
beloved grandchildren, Jen-
na and Leanne.

Rose’s family would
like to thank the caring pro-
fessionals at Beacon Hos-
pice for their compassion-
ate care; especially Jessica,
Gina, Mary Lou, Katie,
Jennifer, Heidi, Carolyn,
Melanie, Sara, Stella and
Pamela.

Rose’s Funeral Services
were held privately, at the
convenience of the family.
Wilbraham Funeral Home
was entrusted with the ar-
rangements.

SSI from page 6

and thye will continue their
vigorous efforts and their
vigilance to avoid Social Se-
curity insolvency.

They are confident that
Congress will act in time to
avoid any reduction in SS
benefits, and they can stay
informed of their efforts by
watching the AMAC Social
Security information web-

site  at www.socialsecuri-
tyreport.org.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended
for information purposes
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions and

interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security Asso-
ciation To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.
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Georgetown, Maine

WILBRAHAM
BOARD OF APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING

The Wilbraham Zoning Board
of Appeals will hold a Public
Hearing on Thursday, Septem-
ber 17, 2026 at 5:45 PM on the
application of Steven Giroux,
for a special permit (ZBA26-
04) under section 3.4.5.11 of the
Wilbraham Zoning By-Law to
allow the operation of a martial
arts studio on property owned
by Breakaway Real Estate, LLC
located at 1872 Boston Road as
further specified in the applica-
tion on file in the Planning Office
and posted for public viewing on
the Zoning Board of Appeals
page of the Town of Wilbraham
website at www.wilbraham-ma.
gov/135/Zoning-Board-of-
Appeals. This meeting will be
conducted in person and vir-
tually (see meeting agenda for
details).

Edward Kivari Jr., Chairman
09/03, 09/10/2026

WILBRAHAM
BOARD OF APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING

The Wilbraham Zoning Board
of Appeals will hold a Public
Hearing on Thursday, Septem-
ber 17, 2026 starting at 6:00
PM on the application of Ed’s
Custom Muffler Shop, LLC for
a special permit (ZBA26-05) un-
der section 3.4.5.16 of the Wil-
braham Zoning Bylaw to allow
the construction of vehicle re-
pair shop with a gross footprint
of 5,136 square feet on property
owned by 2132 Boston Road,
LLC located at 2132 Boston
Road as further specified in the
application on file in the Plan-
ning Office and posted for pub-
lic viewing on the Zoning Board
of Appeals page of the Town of
Wilbraham website at www.
wilbraham-ma.gov/135/Zoning-
Board-of-Appeals. This meeting
will be conducted in person and
virtually (see meeting agenda for
details).

Edward Kivari Jr., Chairman
09/03, 09/10/2026
WILBRAHAM
BOARD OF APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING

The Wilbraham Zoning Board
of Appeals will hold a Public
Hearing on Thursday, Sep-
tember 17, 2026 at 5:30 PM
on the application of Jessica
Lynn Bergen, for a special per-
mit (ZBA26-03) under section
3.4.5.13 of the Wilbraham Zon-
ing By-Law to allow the opera-
tion of a body art establishment
(Highly Natural Ink, LLC) on
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alty, LLC located at 2141 Boston
Road, Unit A-C as further spec-
ified in the application on file in
the Planning Office and posted
for public viewing on the Zon-
ing Board of Appeals page of
the Town of Wilbraham website
at www.wilbraham-ma.gov/135/
Zoning-Board-of-Appeals. This
meeting will be conducted in
person and virtually (see meet-
ing agenda for details).

Edward Kivari Jr., Chairman
09/03, 09/10/2026

Sale of Motor Vehicle
This ad is pursuant to MA
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A as
of September 3, 2026 the follow-
ing motor vehicles will be for
sale to satisfy a garage keepers
lien:

2009 Kait MD150
VIN#: LYDTCKPF091100152
LKO: Unknown

2024 TaizHou Zhongneng
Flywing
VIN#: HZ2TBCND6R 1012554
LKO: Unknown
R & S Assoc. Inc
PO Box 543
Wilbraham MA 01095
413-596-4374
08/20, 08/27, 09/03/2026

Legal Notice
TOWN OF HAMPDEN
Road Resurfacing and
Related Work 2026
Invitation For Bids
The Hampden Selectboard
will receive sealed bids for the
contracts entitled “Road Resur-
facing and Related Work 2026”
until 1pm on September 21,
2026, at the Town Hall Select-
board’s Office, 85 Wilbraham
Road, Hampen, MA 01036,
where they will be publicly
opened and read aloud. Bids
must be enclosed in a sealed

envelope plainly and legibly en-
titled “Road Resurfacing and
Related Work 2026”. Project
specifications are available at the
Town Hall Selectboard’s Office,
85 Wilbraham Road, Hampden,
MA 01036. Call (413) 566-2151
Ext. 100 or email townadmin@
hampdenma.gov.to request a
package. MaDOT prequalifica-
tion of contractors with the class
of work as, Pavement- Surfac-
ing, for the project with an esti-
mated value of $692,405.00, will
be required. The Town of Hamp-
den reserves the right to extend
the contract for two (2) addition-
al 12-month options.

Valuation for purposes of
MassDOT  Prequalification is
based on first year times three (3)
to arrive at an estimated total val-
ue of all bid items. The estimated
value provided in this Invitation
to Bid is for one year. Vendors
are expected to be able to pro-
vide their services over three (3)
years at three (3) times the initial
estimated value totaling approxi-
mately $2,077,215.00.

The Town of Hampden re-
serves the right, acting through
its Selectboard, to reject any or
all bids, to waive informalities,
and to advertise for new propos-
als, as deemed in the best interest
of the Town.

SELECTBOARD

TOWN OF HAMPDEN

John F. Flynn, Chair

Don Davenport

Erik Vanderleeden

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR

Brian Domina
09/03, 09/10/2026

Visit us on

the web
www.turley.com

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

2 Bedrooms. 2 Bathroom property owned by Palazzesi Re-

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

 Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Job Connection

HELPING YOU FIND HELP

If you have job postings to fill, Job Connection
get them the exposure they need.

HELP WANTED

THE TOWN OF
WA,
IS SEEKING: T
. pi
.

TOWN OF HARDWICK
" YOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIQN
erson

Join us in highlighting what positions
you have available in our Job Connection!

CLUES ACROSS
1. Manila hemp plant

33. Former CIA
35. Most lemony

4. Feline
5. Folk singer DiFranco

39. River in South Africa

Each week this available jobs section
40. Kimono sashes

will run in your community newspapers. “ i g i

. —— 6. Turkish river 41. Rooting somewhere 6. Ghastly pale from distress  36. Engage in
5.25" x 4" ot iy R et 10. Something to read 43. American spy Aldrich 7. Rapid eye movements 37. Mass of fish eggs
: 14. In a way, initiated 45. A way to call for 8. Monetary unit of Macao ~ 39. Food supplies
§205f?r Z::ht::":tﬁ"ﬂ?fai:f 15. Popular Apple TV series  46. Taxi 9. Lawmakers 42. Backbones
17. King Charles is part of it~ 47. Pancakes made of 10. Colorless mineral 43. American real estate
5.25" x 8" 19. Earlier buckwheat flour 11. At some prior time investment firm
TR ook DRIV 20. Foot (Latin) 49. Swiss river 12. American protest singer ~ 44. Megabyte
The town of Harg, RIVE FOR THE QuABOAG ECTOR . . . L
zgoﬂfgr Z::ht:;l?tﬁ) rﬂ?[?ai:f S e 21. Zodiac sign 50. Popular type of video 13. Opener 46. “Three Coins in the
il 22. A browning of the skin game (abbr.) 16. Seldom Fountain” songwriter

For full job descri
iption,
90 to www.hardwick-ma,goy,

10.75" x 8"

Qualified applicants

23. Remain as is 53. Have surgery

18. Relaxing places

47. Dutch colonist

Z"m&;s;nhm"mm"’ 24. Turfs 57. Formal withdrawal from 22, Touchdown 48. Full-grown pike fish
g?soogrfg;:?:;ﬁog;ppae:; S 26. It's used to slaughter a union 23. From end to end 49, Emergency prep expert
. animals 58. Performs spoken improv 24 Kids love him Edwards
10.75" x 15.75" Choice of any three papers 29. Volcanic crater 59. Greek war god 25. Metal-bearing solid 50. Flute

Buy two wee ks, 31. The mother of Jesus 60. 2,000 Ibs. 21. Skin care product 51. Dismissive sound

$1,200 for three papers

o - 32. One’s life story 61. Helps to evade capture manufacturer 52. Slang term for marijuana
$320 for each additional paper get the thlrd Week FREE 34. One-time Liverpool 28. Thirteen 53. Young women’s
. 12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities coach Slot CLUES DOWN 29. Angry association
T I < Agawam Advertiser News « Barre Gazette » Chicopee Register « Country Journal 35. Counterparts 1. Swedish rock group 30. Member of a Semitic 54. Cosmopolitan city
u r ey The Journal Register - Quaboag Current » The Register « Sentinel 37. Jacob __, American 2. “Friday Night Lights” people 55. Narrow isthmus in
P bl . _t I The Holyoke Sun « Town Reminder « Ware River News « The Wilbraham-Hampden Times iournalist director Peter 31 One-thousandth of an Thailand
udlications, INC. www.turley.com journatist - .
38. Digital audiotape 3. Currency exchange fee inch 56. Pointed end of a pen

Contact Jordan at jconrad@turley.com or 413.283.8393
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— HOMETOWN
L.l..l.  EXTERIORS -

From cozy outdoor living rooms to
breathtaking multi-level escapes, every
deck that our craftsmen build is designed, | =
engineered, and constructed with quality, |
craftsmanship, and endless possibilities in
mind. We turn your backyard vision into a
stunning, long-lasting reality.

AZEK — TimberTech
. EXXTERIORS EVERYTHING WOOD SHOULD BE® — |

ENGINEERED TO LAST BEAUTIFULLY

LOCAL.

FAMILY-OWNED.
IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.

OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES
(J
&

%Md“’ HOMETOWN GOGREEN

HOME PERFORMANCE
= EXTERIORS -

ELECTRICAL * PLUMBING * HVAC * INSULATION

OF WESTERN MASS

413-485-7335 413-417-8787 413-417-8800 866-463-6261

BELCHERTOWN = WESTFIELD = ADAMS




