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WPL director retires after 32 years

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Library
Director Karen Ball is offi-
cially retiring after 32 years
of service to the community.

A Retirement  Open
House with coffee and do-
nuts will be held on Friday,
Aug. 29, from 9:30
to 11:30 a.m. for
the community
to express best
wishes to A
Ball on her
last day.

Ball
explained
she’s re-
tiring to
care for
her father.

Ball
began her
career at
the library
as a part-
time library
assistant, with
her first job pull- i
ing the card sets
from the old card cata-
log from books being deleted
and adding card sets for new
books coming in.

“I used to check books
before they went out for
overdue notices. We don’t do
that anymore in person, that
now happens automatically
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through CWMARS,” Ball
said. “Certainly, the Internet

changed a lot. We no longer
have the type of reference

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers
Wilbraham Public Library Director Karen Ball is officially retiring after 32 year s serving

the town of Wilbraham at the library. INSET: A throwback photo of Karen Ball working the
circulation desk at the Wilbraham Public Library back in 1993.

Please see RETIRES,
page 3

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
PALMER, MA
PERMIT NO. 22

ECR-WSS
LOCAL POSTAL CUSTOMER

www.wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com

School Committee
reviews Select Board
meet proposal

Invite to be extended
to Hampden
Selectboard

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The
School Committee reviewed
a request to meet with the Se-
lect Board during their Aug.
21 meeting.

Superintendent Dr. John
Provost read a letter dated
Aug. 14 from Select Board
Chair  Michael Squindo,
which explained the meeting
would be “to discuss the bud-
get process for FY27.”

“Specifically, the Select
Board wants to understand
how the School Committee
views the impact on the bud-
get process following the doc-
ument issued by DESE dated
March 25. This is the docu-
ment on which Wilbraham
Town Counsel Brian Winner
provided his opinion to the
Select Board,” Provost read.
“The main question is how
does the School Committee
intend to seek input and guid-
ance from the Finance Com-
mittee prior to providing an

assessment figure to member
communities.”

Another request con-
cerned discussing the capital
planning process “for both
district properties and town-
owned properties.”

“The Select Board and
Finance Committee have con-
cerns about capital projects
for the district properties as
to whether or not they will
be discussed with them or
simply presented as a figure,”
Provost read. “They also want
to discuss the process for con-
sideration of for town-owned
properties, especially regard-
ing the accuracy of cost esti-
mates and, in particular cases,
the efficacy or other ramifi-
cations of the projects them-
selves.”

The requested meeting,
Provost read on, would be for
mid-September.

Vice Chair Sean Kennedy
said he had no problem meet-
ing or talking with the board.

“How we deal with Fin-
Com, I mean, that’s been
an ongoing evolution, but it
seems like there’s this idea
in Wilbraham town gover-

nance we just, ‘Here’s our
Please see PROPOSAL,
page 8

Retired town employees
honored at SB meeting

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Select-
board and state legislators
honored recently retired town
employees on Aug. 18.

Those honored included
Town Accountant Cliff Bom-
bard, Board of Health Direc-
tor Jane Budynkiewicz, and
Police Sgt. Michael Cooney.

Police Chief Scott Trom-
bly, who retired last month
after over three decades of
service, was recognized as
well. However, he was unable
to attend the meeting due to
being on vacation.

State Rep. Brian Ashe
(D-Longmeadow) and State
Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Lud-
low) were also in attendance

to hand out citations from the
state.

Chair John Flynn ex-
plained how the town has
“been fortunate over the years
to have people that have re-
ally dedicated their lives to
serving the town as neigh-
bors.”

“I have three individu-
als in front of me right now
that I’'m proud to call friends
and friends to everybody in
town,” Flynn said.

Flynn said Bombard
served as the town accountant
for 53 years.

“Never a dime out of
place. My gosh, he has been
commended by the state for
accuracy, for the free cash,
just doing a terrific job,” Fly-
nn said. “I can’t believe he’s
finally stepping down. Seri-
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Photo courtesy of John Flynn

From the left, Ret Police Sgt. Michael Cooney, State Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow), Selectboard Member Don Davenport, Ret. Town
Accountant Cliff Bombard, Ret. Board of Health Director Jane Budynkiewicz, Selectboard Chair John Flynn, Selectboard Member
Erik Vanderleeden and State Rep. Brian Ashe (D-Longmeadow) in a group photo.

ously. You were here when
dad was here.”

On Cooney, Flynn shared
he grew up in town and
“brought service back to

Hampden.”

“Anybody—this is going
to sound weird—anybody
who was ever pulled over
by Mike knew he wanted to

find out why first. How can
I help you?” Flynn said. “He
was the embodiment of com-
munity policing, which was
great because he learned from

some of the guys, George
Stone, etc. It’s like find out

Please see EMPLOYEES,
page 13
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Alllson Pettengill

_ teaches basic long |
swordsmanshlp N

ax

By Patricia Sullivan
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - Pa-
trons making their way
into the library on Aug. 19
stopped short at the sight of
a group of teens wielding
40-inch aluminum swords
on the library lawn.

They were learning the
basics of German long-
swords, a historical Euro-
pean martial art. Instructor
Allison Pettengill, of Mon-
son, demonstrated grips,
stances, cuts and blocks us-
ing the longswords.

Longsword fighting,
with origins in medieval
Germany, is a lost art, ex-
plained Pettengill.

“Once Europeans dis-
covered gunpowder they

Please see SPAR, page 8

Federated Community Church of
Hampden welcomes new pastor

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Feder-
ated Community Church of
Hampden has recently wel-
comed its new pastor, Eunji
Lee, to town.

Since arriving in Hamp-
den, Lee has made visits to the
fire and police departments,
the post office and the senior
center, with plans to visit the
Town House soon.

Residents will also have
the opportunity to meet Lee
during an upcoming Celebra-
tion Sunday Cookout at the
church on Sunday, Sept. 7
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Lee explained how the de-
nomination transfers pastors
to different locations every
couple of years and it’s her
first time serving as pastor of

a church after graduating from
the Boston University School
of Theology in
May.

“I have been
praying for my
church for a long
time and I just kept
asking God, ‘What
is your plan where
I should be.” But, I
think God led me to
be here. I have been
discovering ~ why
God put me here—
positive  ways—so
it’s been really good,” Lee
said. “It’s good to be here.”

She also expressed excite-
ment about exploring more of
the town, having recently vis-
ited The Bagel Nook and other
local establishments.

“I’'ve enjoyed getting to
know people, my church and
I think the neighbors are kind

Pastor Eunjl Lee

and friendly, so I feel really
welcomed by this communi-
ty,” Lee said.

Lee was sur-
prised by how pro-
active the church
members are in
“trying to reach
out to others and
help each other and
be together for the
joys, for the con-
cerns together.”

Also, for their
support,  sharing
how the members
helped her during a graveside
service after her arrival and
during Sunday services.

“I think I learned so many
things, how they build com-
munity between people—not
only for the church—but out-

Please see PASTOR,
page 13
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It’s Fall at the Farm!

PICKYOUR OWN APPLES
Weekends & Holidays 10am-6:30pm

Come for the apples
then stay for local
food from our grill,

craft beer from
Fieldcrest

Brewing Co. and
ice cream

from our stand!

Live music on weekends!

Hundreds of heirloom apple trees with New England favorites like
Macoun, Mcintosh, Gala, Cortland, Spencer & more!

758 MAIN STREET, WILBRAHAM, MA ¢ 413-367-4422 ¢« FERNVALLEYFARMSLLC.COM

A hidden gem where families & friends come to make memories!

’: -§;—MARKET4%

AT MERRICK FARM

651 Main Street
Wilbraham, Mass.

LT L, e

651 Main Street
Wilbraham
413-484-7447

Wed.-Sun. 8am-6pm

Visit us online:
fernvalleyfarmslic.com | == §

We Have Your Everyday Staples

Farm Fresh & Local

PEACHES & TOMATOES, MEAT, PRODUCE,
EGGS, MILK, BREAD & MORE!

We are proud to support local businesses!

Austin Brothers Valley Farm Four Rex Farms
Follow us on Facebook! Merrick Farm Fern Valley Farms
Barstows Dairy David Boucier Books
Sugar Chalet Marty's Local
Fancy Bagels Ferrindino Maple
Wilbraham Candles Vermont Mulch Company
Mama Life Oils & Wellness Wagner Wood
Honey Bear Tea Nightingail
Sweet Babu's Hand Made Soap

Nourish Valley Tallow Sturbridge Coffee Roasters
Terra Flower Farm and more!
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‘Treasures from the Attic’ at Old Meetlng
House Museum Sept. 7

Curious items had
been ‘stashed away’
in the museum attic
for years

By Charles F. Bennett
Times Editor Emeritus

WILBRAHAM - When
the Wilbraham
Atheneum Soci-

she said.

Peltier, The Old Meeting
House Museum’s chief cura-
tor, past president and treasur-
er came up with the idea last
season for an interesting ex-
hibit to show off at the muse-
um’s September Open House.
It will be repeated again this
year on Saturday, Sept. 7
from 2 to 4 p.m.

The Open House at the mu-

seum at 450 Main

ety unveils their
“Treasures from the
Attic” exhibit for
2025, at their Sun-
day, Sept. 7 Open
House from 2 to 4
p-m., it will be high-
lighting a mystery
within a mystery.

Last season, af-
ter a few years dom-
inated by the Covid Pandem-
ic, the local history museum’s
curator, Lucy Peltier, assisted
by trustee Marty Lyman, cre-
ated a stir among history buffs
and curious locals by digging
into the museum’s attic stor-
age space and bringing out
for display historical items so
old, most people didn’t know
what it was used for.

“After museum visitors
found out what the historical
item was used, for back in
Wilbraham’s early days,” said
Peltier. “It all made sense,”’

Charlie Bennett

Street will feature
artifacts from the
Wilbraham Athene-
um Society’s col-
lections that have
rarely, if ever, been
displayed. (The
Atheneum Society
oversees the town-
owned museum.)

“We are going to
do it again this year, but with
all newly discovered objects,
and we have added a new
series of mystery questions
called the ‘Historical Wilbra-
ham Trivia Contest.”

The questions were put
together by historian David
Bourcier, president of the
Board of Trustees of the Ath-
eneum Society. And the orga-
nization’s Vice President Kar-
en Geaghan will emcee the
trivia contest. Here are sever-
al samples of trivia questions
that attendees will be asked:

(Charles F. Bennett photo)
Do you know the story behind this stuffed pheasant that

has been hiding in the Old Meeting Museum’s attic for many
years? Is there a connection to the old pheasant farm on
Tinkham Road that is now Fountain Park?

-
-
-
=

Do you know what this antique was used for?...

Which famous General
transported artillery to sup-
port General Washington
during the Revolutionary
War, following a route that
roughly traced the Old Bos-
ton Post Road through North
Wilbraham around January
15 or 16, 17767

What year did the first
Massachusetts Turnpike pass
through the town of Wilbra-
ham? NOTE: This could be a
stump question because most
people would say 1957, when
the last Massachusetts Turn-
pike opened, which also pass-
es through Wilbraham.

You will have to come to
the Sept. 7 Open House to
find out the answers.

Can You Guess?

Echoing old Yankee Mag-
azine articles that test if peo-
ple can identify what a his-
torical item is used for, the
open house will also feature a
“Can you guess what this is?”
display of unusual items. Vis-
itors are invited to guess the
purpose and function of these
items that used to be com-
mon, but are now unfamiliar
to many, according to Peltier.

Museum Schedule

For the past several sea-
sons the Museum, has held
guest talks nearby at the Wil-
braham & Monson Chapel or
at the Wilbraham Library. But
this season the open hous-
es have come back home to
Sundays at the Old Meeting
House, built in 1794 as the
first Methodist meeting house
in New England.

The Sept. 7 event follows
previous open houses fea-
turing Rich Howell, histor-
ical re-enactor and Kristin
Rivers, editor of the Wilbra-
ham-Hampden Times who

demonstrated that newspaper-
ing is the first draft of history.
The July 10 open house was
the Ice Cream Social. The
next open houses are as fol-
lows:

October 26 - “Early
gravestone carvers of Wilbra-
ham” by Derek Strahan. Have
you ever wondered where
families got their ideas as to
what to put on a gravestone?

November 9 - Popular
storyteller Dennis Picard will
talk about the Hessians, mer-
cenary soldiers for the British
in the Revolutionary War.

December 7 — The pop-
ular Christmas Tree Festival
where Wilbraham organiza-
tions decorate a Christmas
Tree in their own unique
style. An ice carver, holiday
treats and kids activities.

The Atheneum Society
was incorporated in 1963 as
a non-profit organization by
a group of concerned towns-
people that include people
like Charles and Llewlyn
Merrick, Jesse Rice and Pe-
ter Ablondi. Their purpose
was to form a permanent lo-
cal group to preserve artifacts
and memorabilia relating to
the people and history of Wil-
braham.

The Atheneum Gift Shop
sells a number of Wilbraham
history books. For more in-
formation about the Open
Houses or the Museum,
search “Old Meeting House
Museum” on Facebook or In-
stagram.

Times Editor Emeritus
Charlie Bennett is a member
of the Wilbraham Historic
Commission and a trustee of
the Wilbraham Atheneum So-
ciety.

Charlie Bennett is a mem-
ber of the Wilbraham Histori-
cal Commission and a Trustee
of the Atheneum Society.

RETIRES from page 1

collections that we did when I
started in the *90s. Most of the
reference sets are now avail-
able online, so a lot of that
is more eBook-related and
e-resources. Even magazines
and newspapers, we used to
keep five to 10 years worth of
magazines for kids to do their
reports. They would look in
the old green Reader’s Guide
to Periodicals set that we used
to have. All of the indexes are
online and articles are online.
Very different, physically.”

Ball noted other changes
over the years included reno-
vations to the mezzanine level
when Christine Bergquist was
director, forming a one-ser-
vice desk model and adapting
to the COVID-19 pandemic
through virtual programming
and events; also expanding
home delivery services and
adding curbside pickup during
that time.

On what inspired her
to become a librarian, Ball
shared she had worked at the
Law School library at Western
New England University as a
student assistant and had orig-
inally planned to pursue math.

“I was waitlisted in this
program that I wanted to go to
for graduate school, so I need-
ed a job that had health insur-
ance right away and there was
a part-time opening here that
had opened up and since I had
the library experience, I was
intrigued. So, I went into that
position thinking that it would
be temporary and I would go
into another program for math
in the next academic year,’
Ball said. “But I loved it so
much and all the people that
were here. Paula Polk was
the director at the time and
she encouraged me to pursue
library school, so I ended up

doing that.”

After finishing her de-
gree, a full-time position was
created for an Adult Services
Librarian, giving Ball the op-
portunity to utilize her cam-
pus activities experience for
the role.

Becoming the director |,
meanwhile, came later on.

“When Chris retired in
2011, I actually hadn’t applied
for the job immediately. I was
made the interim director,”
Ball said. “Things happened
with the finalists and it didn’t
work out for them, so when
the town was going back to
the table to advertise again, I
had decided to try it for real
because I was doing it for a
few months, and I never re-
gretted the decision. It’s been
a great opportunity. I always
tell people it’s really rare you
can have your whole career in
libraries in one place. Usually,
people start part-time in one
place and then get a full-time
position somewhere else, so
this has been a really amazing
opportunity for me to be in
Wilbraham for over 30 years.”
Reflecting further, what’s
stayed with Ball most are the
families she got to know, in-
cluding those who were kids
when she started and then
came back with kids of their
own. “It’s been a great com-
munity,” Ball said.

On what’s most fulfilled
her, it’s the variety in library
work from collection work
and programming for the
Adult Services Librarian to
administration and strategic
planning. Also, the budget
process and opportunities for
staffing and hiring.

“I’ve enjoyed building a
good team and we have a lot
of people with different tal-
ents that bring that for ser-
vices,” Ball said.

The biggest project she’s
proud of, though, is the Sto-
ryWalk, crediting Melissa
Graves, DPW Director Tonya
Capparello and Bill Sperrazza
for their help.

“We have families that use
it constantly. We have peo-
ple that come and just walk
their dogs, but it’s a great use
of the wooded space that we
have near us that had not been
used otherwise. So, it’s a great
walking trail,” Ball said.

Also, the Board of Trust-
ees and Hampden Master
Gardener Toi Graham for im-
proving the landscape around
the library.

“I think everything at the
library here is always a team
effort,” Ball said. “We always
work together to make things
happen.”

She summed up her career
this way: building on what’s
been done and taking it to the
next level.

“I don’t believe in legacy
so much. I think that you do
your best while you’re in the
position, but then when the
next person comes around,

they should have full reign to
do whatever they want,” Ball
said.

Ball expressed her grat-
itude to the community, the
Friends of the Wilbraham
Public Library, Board of
Trustees and her staff.

“I’ve been so lucky to have
a job that I love in a commu-
nity that’s been incredibly
supportive over the years. |
will definitely miss many peo-
ple,” Ball said. “I have a little
card with my information and
stuff. I"d like to stay in touch
with some people. I read let-
ters too, so I can be a pen pal.”

Her message for her suc-
cessor, Melissa Harter, was
this.

“Enjoy it! This is a great
town to work in. There are
a lot of exciting things in li-
braries. I think it’s a nice-size
community to be able to ex-
plore new services. We cer-
tainly have historically been
well-funded, so I think she’ll
have a lot of opportunities to
try new things, and I hope she
does,” Ball said.
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THE BEST FRESH FOR

LABOR DAY WEEKEND!
Celebrate 'ESTA 2025

August 28th - September 1st

Locally Grown Peaches .
Juicy, Sweet, Ready to Eat!

.

% Loeal Field Grown
5 TOMATOES!

Red, Ripe, Delicious
Locally Grown
BUTTER & SUGAR

SWEET com\l% h
am NEW CROP LOCAL APPLES

'\

Locally Grown Blueberries
Green Peppers, Eggplant,
Yellow & Green Beans,
Yellow & Green Squash,
Raspberries & MORE!

LABOR DAY
PICNIC FAVORITES
Randall’s Summer Salads

=

A s,

& Baked Beans

USDA 90% Lean
Ground Beef Sliders & Paltles

Fresh Baked Gookies,
Muffins & Pies

Budded & Bloommg

In Favorite
Fall Colors

Elsie’s Creamery

The Best Homemade Ice Cream
Winner ofy Reader Raves 2026!
STARTING SEPTEMBER 2ND

- New Hours for
...~ Creamery Window Service
%:"iq',"‘ .+, Closed Monday & Tuesday

Keas 4 Open Wednesday - Sunday 12-8pm

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071 e www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM
OPEN LABOR DAY 7AM - 8PM

Find us on and Youl[TD)

e Overgrown property?
e Excavator Services * Extreme Brush Cutting!
e Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal * Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
e Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand ¢ Storm Clean-up * Small Demo ¢ Insured
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DL&G TREE

Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Storm
Damage

Stump
Grinding

Lot
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

413-4718-4212

DL&G

INSURED AND CERTIFIED
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New library director
to begin Aug. 25

Melissa Harter is
Head of Access
Services at UMass

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - A new
era is set to begin shortly at
the Wilbraham Public Li-
brary.

After decades of ser-
vice in the role, Library
Director Karen Ball is set
to retire from her position.
The town’s Select Board ac-
knowledged her upcoming
departure during its meeting
on Monday, Aug. 11.

Town Administrator
Nick Breault began his reg-
ular updates by letting res-
idents know when they can
say goodbye to Ball, who
has served the communi-
ty with excellence over the
years.

“I’d like to remind the
Select Board and public in
general that our current li-
brary director Karen Ball
will be working her final
week the week of Aug. 25-
29. If you want to come by
and wish her well, I'd say
hurry up and get there,”
Breault said.

Ball has worked at the
Wilbraham Public Library
for 32 years. Her retirement
was announced in a library
Facebook post in early
April.

Breault also announced
that Melissa Harter, of
Granby, will follow in Ball’s
footsteps.

According to her Linke-
dIn page, Harter has served
as Head of Access Services

at the University of Massa-
chusetts Amherst since Jan-
uary 2024.

In the role, she has man-
aged resources and planning
while overseeing a team of
21 people. Harter has also
worked actively with oth-
er department heads to li-
brary-wide problem solve,
coordinate services and cre-
ate partnerships.

Breault provided an up-
date on when Harter will
begin officially.

“For Melissa Harter,
our new library director,
the contract is going to be
finally executed [on Aug.
12], and she plans to start
on Monday, Aug. 25, which
is what we had hoped for...
That’s moving along; I just
wanted to let the Select
Board know,” Breault said.

Prior to her time at
UMass, Harter worked for
nearly a decade at the Noel
Wien Public Library in Fair-
banks, Ark.

For more than six-and-
a-half years there, she was
the library director. In the
position, she led a team of
55 workers, engaging in
developing and deploying
a robust range of programs.

Harter also collected ex-
perience as a digital literacy
librarian and automated ser-
vices manager in Fairbanks,
Alaska for about a year-
and-a-half.

Patrons of the Wilbra-
ham Public Library can rest
easy knowing that their next
library director brings to
town a wealth of experience
collected in library environ-
ments from coast to coast.

Wilbraham Select Board discusses potential goals

Municipal
broadband and
aggregation
programs were
discussed.

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent

WILBRHAM - The Wil-
braham Select Board dis-
cussed its potential goals
moving forward during the
meeting that occurred on the
evening of Aug. 11.

Vice Chair Marc Ducey
helped introduce the item.

“I think we should prob-
ably come up with three or
four or five of these,” Ducey
said. “I mean, how many
goals are you comfortable
with having? If you have too
many, it’s as bad as not hav-
ing any... So, where do we
start?”

Clerk Sue Bunnell noted
that in terms of goals that
impact their work, “three to
five is probably as much as

we can handle, especially be-
cause it’s late August.”

Bunnell leaned toward
prioritizing municipal broad-
band and aggregation.

Municipal broadband
would involve bringing high-
speed, reliable internet to
the community, while aggre-
gation entails local govern-
ments purchasing electricity
on behalf of their community
members from alternate sup-
pliers for several reasons.

These reasons could in-
volve lowering prices, creat-
ing more effective renewable
energy content or stabilizing
budgets.

Both ideas would need to
be supported by residents at
town meeting.

Bunnell acknowledged it
might be difficult to tackle
both items in the same town
meeting.

“I don’t know if I would
look to do municipal aggre-
gation and broadband in the
same town meeting, so I sup-
pose I would prioritize broad-
band over aggregation,” she
said.

Ducey expressed reserva-

tions about municipal aggre-
gation. He recalled a memory
from a long while ago.

“The one thing that imme-
diately pops into mind when
we did something similar to
this is we tried to do it for
trash removal — many, many
years ago. It was a horrible
deal and got voted down at
town meeting. The whole
point of it was let’s get one
provider in town and we can
get a better deal for every-
body, and it ended up being
far more expensive,” Ducey
said.

Ducey presented multiple
ideas of his own for board
goals.

The primary one involved
addressing a non-union com-
pensation plan.

“I just think it’s really im-
portant to do that now largely
because we’re entering con-
tract years for unions. I think
we need to take a look at that
very closely,” Ducey said.

Select Board Chair Mi-
chael Squindo said he didn’t
know enough about munic-
ipal aggregation to address
that idea but added that he

certainly wouldn’t want to
see municipal broadband de-
layed. However, he pointed
out that the town already has
a municipal Broadband Com-
mittee.

“What’s our immediate
role versus their responsibil-
ity? I understand that the pro-
cess right now is [getting the
question to the state],” Squin-
do said. “I’'m fine with that
being a goal, and I think it’s a
very easy initial step, but the
destination is a little tricker.”

Squindo said at one point
that there were 13 possi-
ble goals, and 9 of them are
non-budget specific. Then
it appeared they narrowed it
down to six goals.

“These are just concepts
at this point, so I think we
can vet what these goals be-
come,” Squindo noted.

Ducey said he hoped to
finalize the list of goals at
the next meeting on Monday,
Aug. 25.

More information about
the Select Board’s goals will
appear in a future edition of
the Wilbraham-Hampden
Times.

Theatre Guild of Hampden
celebrating 20 Years with gala

HAMPDEN - The Theatre
Guild of Hampden will mark
20 years in a gala event at the
Country Club of Wilbraham
on Sept. 14.

The event takes place from
5t09 p.m.

The evening will include
hors d’oeuvres, a cocktail

hour, music by Kyle Langlois,
raffles, surprise performanc-
es from local theater actors,
including Ally Reardon and

Anna Giza, who’ve performed
with the guild over the years,
tributes to Tracey Hebert and
Beau Reardon and more.

Attendees are encouraged
to dress to impress.

Tickets are $50 per per-
son and tables reserved for
eight are $375 and they can
be purchased online at theat-
reguildofhampden.org or by
calling Mark Giza at 413-204-
5333.

WILBRAHAM - Fall
into Fun at the Luncheon
Card & Game Party spon-
sored by the Wilbraham
Women’s Club on Thursday,
Sept. 25, at the Saint Cecilia
Parish Center, 42 Main St.,
Wilbraham.

Check-in begins at 11:30
a.m. with a delicious lun-
cheon served at Noon. Bring
friends and come to play any
game of your choice (dom-

Luncheon Card & Game
Party Luncheon Sept. 25

inoes, mahjong, bridge, ca-
nasta, scrabble, etc.).

Donation is $10 and
there will be a raffle for cash
prizes. Proceeds help to
fund our scholarships and
donations to charitable orga-
nizations in the area.

For reservations, please
call Sue Agnew, 596-9480.
Hope you will join us for a
fun afternoon.

c

Classes for Toddler
through Adults!

We specialize in
preschool and early
elementary aged dancers!

Classical Ballet,
Jazz, Tap,
Musical Theater Dance,
Modern/Contemporary,
Pre-Dance,
Ballet Fairy Tales,
Combo Classes,
Street Hip-Hop,
Break Dance and Funk,
Toddler Class
Homeschool & Days,
Adult Classes

ebratung 20

ance!.

WHERE DANCE IS
FOR EVERYONE!

REGISTER ONLINE VIA OUR PORTAL!

ThexDancedStudio

/N

REGISTER NOW

FOR FALL CLASSES!
OPEN HOUSE Tuesday, September 2nd 5-7pm
In Person Registration Every Tuesday 5-7pm

Family & Multi-class Discount

1 hour classes, 90 minute recitals
Professional Adult College Educated Instructors

Adult Fitness &
Dance Classes -
$10 drop-ins

35 Post Office Park
Wilbraham, MA
413-596-0121

— Classes Start ‘
Sept. S8th!

We Offer
Birthday Parties

)

o o

& Studio Rentals!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE thedancestudio.co
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

How do I apply for Social Security
and receive my payments?

Dear Rusty:

I'm ready to apply for
my Social Security bene-
fits, and I'm aware of how
my benefits are calculated.
What I would like to know
about is how the appli-
cation process actually
works and how my benefits
are received.

Signed: Ready to
Collect

Dear Ready to Collect:

Essentially, you have
two main options for ap-
plying for Social Security
benefits, and also two sep-
arate options for receiving
your payments:

To apply for benefits,
you can either contact So-
cial Security at 1-800-772-
1213 to make a telephone
appointment to complete
your application while
speaking to an SSA rep-
resentative on the phone
or you can submit your
application for SS benefits
online.

When using the tele-
phone option, you will be
guided by an SSA agent
while completing your
application and can dis-
cuss your benefit options
directly with that agent,
just be sure to be available
to receive SSA’s call at the
scheduled time. You can
also make an appointment
by calling your local SS
field office directly get the
number for your local SS
office at this link: www.
ssa.gov/locator. It is not
usually necessary to visit
your local SSA office in
person to apply.

If you are reasonably
proficient with computers,
you can, instead, apply on-
line, but you will first need
to create your personal
SSA account online at
WWW.ssa.gov/myaccount.
Once you have your per-
sonal account set up, you
will be able to see your
estimated benefit amount
at different claim ages,
which should help you de-
cide when it is best to ap-
ply. Here is a short video
which explains the process
for applying for benefits
online:  https://www.ssa.
gov/hlp/video/iclaim_rO1.
htm.

If applying online, you
can start your online ap-
plication at www.ssa.gov/
apply and re-access it mul-
tiple times as needed until
you are ready to submit it;
just be sure to write down
the “reentry code,” which
is provided when you be-
gin your online applica-

tion.

When you are ready
to submit the application,
just select “Submit” and
your application will be
sent to SSA’s application
processing unit for review.
They will contact you if
there are any questions
about your application or
if any additional documen-
tation is needed. Note that
it typically takes a couple
of months for your pay-
ments to start and note
that payment is made in
the month following the
month earned. For exam-
ple, if you begin your ben-
efits in August your first
payment will be received
in September on either the
seccond, third or fourtth
Wednesday of each month
thereafter, depending on
your birthday.

For receiving your
monthly SS payments: you
will (on you application)
be able to specify how you
wish your monthly pay-
ments to be made. The pre-
ferred option used by most
beneficiaries is to have
your monthly Social Se-
curity payment deposited
into a financial (e.g., bank)
account, details for which
you will specify when
applying. However, you
can also choose to receive
your monthly payments in
the form of a debit card
called “Direct Express,”
which will be replenished
monthly. If you choose to
have your payment depos-
ited in your bank account,
be sure to have your bank
account information ready
when you apply. Note that
Social Security no longer
issues payments via print-
ed checks except in rare
circumstances.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other
governmental entity. This
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and
does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It
presents the opinions and
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association To submit a
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory or
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Se-
curity advisor for AMAC.
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Rust is no joke

his time of year I al-
ways get a few ques-
tions from gardeners

who wonder what type of
disease is afflicting their
treasured hollyhocks.

Sadly, it’s affecting mine
too. Read on for more infor-
mation on this malady.

Two years ago I planted
Hollyhock seeds indoors.
The plants grew wonderful-
ly that first year with nice
deep green basal foliage.

Being biennial in nature,
year two is when they came
into their glory with incred-
ibly beautiful pink flowers
on towering six to seven

foot  spikes.
Now it’s year
three — a gift
when bienni-
als are con-

cerned.
The plants
started out

fine and then
I noticed a few raised or-
ange-brown spots on the
leaves. By season’s end, the
plants are pale in color and
covered with the rusty or-
ange spots.

Most of the lower foli-
age has been destroyed and
has dropped to the ground.

My hollyhocks are suf-
fering from a fungal prob-
lem by the name of rust. It
first appears as waxy orange
blisters, known as “pus-
tules” on the undersides of
the lower most foliage. On
the surface of the leaves
small, orange-yellow spots
form.

Please see GARDEN,
page 10

.
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By Ellenor Downer

Brimfield resident re-
ported he visited Lake
Wallace in Belcher-

town with a friend last week
and saw a great egret.

They also saw a great blue
heron, at least three green
herons, a few Phoebes and an
Eastern kingbird. There were
also several ducks, mallards
and wood ducks. The two
male wood ducks were in
eclipse plumage.

The great egret is slightly
smaller than the great blue
heron, but they are still large
birds with an impressive
wingspan. They hunt in the
classic heron way standing
immobile or wading through
water to capture fish with
their bill. At one point, egrets
were hunted to near extinc-
tion for their feathers for hat
decoration. The great egret
is the symbol of the National
Audubon Society.

Rivalry among nestlings is
common and the larger chicks
frequently kill their smaller
siblings. The great egret is
white with a yellow bill and
black legs. During breeding, a
patch of skin on its face turns
neon green and long plumes
grow from its back called ai-
grettes. These aigrettes were
prized for ladies hats.

Great egrets fly slow-
ly, but powerfully with just
two wingbeats per second
at a speed of about 25 miles
per hour. The oldest known
Great Egret was 22 years, 10
months old and was banded in
Ohio.

Eagle sighting

A New Braintree resident
and a friend went bass fish-
ing on Brooks Pond in North
Brookfield in a canoe recent-
ly. Half way out on the pond,
they started to hear the seagull
like calls of an eagle. As they
rounded a little peninsula on
the left side up in the top of
a broken pine was a large ea-
gle’s nest.

The broken pine made a
perfect platform for them to
build a nest. They then saw
the two mature adult pair with
their white heads on a stump
near the water. Up in the pine
near the nest were two juve-
nile eagles, all dark brown.
They weren’t flying, but just
squeaking for food.

They actually looked quite
big for baby eagles. His friend
said it was because they still
had their fluffy feathers and
developing new feathers.

They fished nearby and
watched them hop around.
They seemed unbothered
by them being about 60 feet
from the shore of the penin-
sula. Eventually the two adult

—_

Great egret

eagles flew off probably in
search of a meal for there big
babies. So neat to be able to
see eagles fairly common
now in Massachusetts.

Male cardinal

I received this email, “I
was just was walking the dog
after dark and my flashlight
came upon this guy (male car-
dinal). I have seen him every
night since. We just stare at
each other for a few seconds
and say good night.”

Loon census

The Loon Preservation
Committee reported on Sat-
urday, July 19 from 8-9 a.m.,
566 volunteers simultane-
ously surveyed 135 lakes
across New Hampshire for
loons. Together, they count-
ed 541 adult loons and 109
loon chicks during the cen-
sus hour. The New Hamp-
shire loon census is part of a
larger regional effort. While
N.H. participants were out
surveying for loons on their
lakes, hundreds of volunteers
in Maine, Vermont, and New
York were doing the same.
This simultaneous survey of
so many lakes helps create a
“snapshot in time” of not just
the loon population here in
New Hampshire, but across
the Northeast.

Helping birds

A reader from South Had-
ley suggested I include a sec-
tion about ways to help birds.
She even provided several
tips for future columns. Some
people also continue to put
out suet and that is so dan-
gerous. It gets rancid in the
heat and that’s bad for birds.
Perhaps even worse, it gets
their feet and chest feathers
greasy and when the preen,
they spread the grease all over
their bodies. This interferes
with a bird’s natural water-
proofing and can also cause
their nestling to be covered in
grease.

Sandhill cranes
An Oakham resident saw
two sandhill cranes in Barre
on Aug. 14 in a field across
from the Listening Center.
Sandhill cranes also visit his
field in Oakham as well.

Warren birds
The Brimfield resident
said, “In Warren this week
there are still adult ospreys
about, on two visits I saw and

adult on or near the nest. I
have not seen a juvenile out of
the nest so am not sure if any
young fledged this year. I saw
one chick in the nest earlier
this summer and there is an
eBird report from July with a
picture of a fully grown chick
in the nest with an adult. It’s
unknown if the chick fledged
successfully?” In Warren at
the pond on New Reed Street
the past several years I had
seen Great Egrets there in Au-
gust but none have been seen
there this year.

Cedar waxwings

The Brimfield resident in
referring to recent mention in
this column about cedar wax-
wings, said a large part of their
diet is fruit based. He read an
article that stated that because
their diet is mostly fruit based
that if a waxwing nest is par-
asitized by a brown-headed
cowbird the cowbird chick is
not likely to survive because
it can’t survive on the fruit
based diet.

I visited the section of
Ware River recently where
my daughter has seen ced-
er waxwings and I was not
disappointed. I stood and
watched them fly over the
water and into nearby trees.
They moved so quickly I was
unsuccessful in  watching
them through binoculars.

Bird bath

The Brimfield resident re-
ports the bird bath in his yard
is getting lots of use, especial-
ly by catbirds and blue jays.
Goldfinch show up and drink
from the drip as well as black-
capped chickadees, chipping
sparrows and house finches.

Four juvenile raccoons
are regular visitors to the
bird bath. He has a trail cam-
era near the bird bath and it
captures lots of pictures of
the raccoons in the bird bath.
Not sure what they are doing,
it doesn’t look like they are
drinking and sometime the
stones in the bath are moved
around. A couple of times
he’s seen a pickerel frog in
the bird bath.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message
at extension 100, emailing
mybackyard88@aol.com  or
edowner@turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box
448, Barre, MA 01005.
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Editorial
Policy

Letters to the editor should be
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be
published. We require letter writers to
include his or her town of residence
and home telephone number. We
must authenticate authorship prior
to publication. We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal
attacks, defamation of character and
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor,
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy

The TIMES will gladly correct
factual errors that appear in this paper
and can be substantiated. Corrections
or clarifications will always appear on
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail
or mailed communication to the editor
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
is published every Thursday by Turley
Publications, Inc. One year out of town
subscriptions are available at $45, out
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission
of news material, letters to the editor
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden
Times welcomes readers to
participate in this year’s election
campaigns by writing letters to
the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times,
care of Turley Publications, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed
10 413-289-1977 or emailed to
krivers@turley.com. Please include
a daytime telephone number for
verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered
for that Thursday’s newspaper.

No attack letters will be printed.
No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy
will be printed. If the volume of
letters received is larger than the
space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive,
the newspaper reserves the right
to print a representative sample.
No endorsement letters will be
printed in the last edition before the
election.

For more information, call the
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election
coverage, the newspaper plans to
print stories about contested races
for Congress, state Senate, state
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks
leading up to the election, as well
as a question-and-answer voters
guide. In order to ensure fairness
1o all candidates, no political press
releases will be printed, nor will
reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to
further publicize their candidacy,
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden
Times.
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krivers@turley.com or
mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.

Send us in
your
announcements!
Happy Birthdays,
Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run
here free of charge, please keep it
to less than 50 words.
Please send to krivers@turley.com

Photos and caption courtesy of Wilbraham Fire
Department

Exciting morning at Spec Pond Day
Gamp. Members of the Wilbraham Fire
Department paid a visit, performing

a Jaws of Life demonstration and
sharing crucial fire safety tips,
including the safe usage of lithium
batteries used to power our everyday
devices.

A big thank you to Luzi Towing for
providing a car for our demonstration.

1,000 books before Kindergarten

Jacob Quinones is the latest Hampden Free Public Library patron to
read 1,000 books before kindergarten!

Submitted photo and caption Barbara Rosas

Bilingual Storytime kicks off!

Bilingual Storytime kicked off at the Wilbraham library on
Aug. 1.11 children signed up.

Bilingual Storytime is led by local volunteer Brooklyn Rosas,
Wilbraham resident and incoming Junior at Minnechaug.
She’s assisted by her mother, Barbara Rosas, and her sisters
Brielle and Camila. The picture also shows Jason Dimitropolis,
Wilbraham firefighter and his girls, Vada and Ettie.

Local book group donates to WPL
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A local book group, The Wild Women Book Group, lost one of
their members, Joy Hibsher, in February. They decided to honor
their friend with a donation to the Wilbraham Public Library to
purchase materials for three book club kits that other groups may
use.

As Joy Hibsher was interested in social justice and women’s
issues, the titles that were purchased deal with those subjects.
Two of the kits are available for loan now - “The Ride of Her
Library: The True Story of a Woman, Her Horse, and Their Last-
Chance Journey Across America,” by Elizabeth Letts and “I Shall
Not Hate: A Gaza Doctor’s Journey on the Road to Peace and
Human Dignity,” by Izzeldin Abuelaish.

When the paperback of “The Women,” by Kristin Hannah is

Submitted photo and caption Kate Rumplik Submitted photo and caption Karen Ball rEIeaSEd’ another book club kit will be added.

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

A Friendly, Professional,

Unisex Salon
WE OFFER ALL HAIR SERVICES
Call to book your appointment!
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CUTTING (e NEW OWNERS! Cindy & Lisa

Stylists: Susan & Gina

The Cutting Crew — 413-596.8933 BOOTH RENTALS

2460 Boston Road, The Midway Shops, Wilbraham Available for Hair Stylists
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stopped handing down mar-
tial arts traditions,” Pettengill
said.

As a result, there are no
actual swordmasters anymore
and fighting techniques must
be reconstructed from old il-
lustrated texts.

Pettengill showed the
teens a facsimile copy of Bau-
man’s “Fight Book,” a colorful
16th-century German fencing
manual.

“We can learn from this,”
Pettengill said, “But a lot of
information is missing. We
have to do it to figure out what
they are actually talking about.
How does it work?”

She also brought along
instructions in verse written
by German longsword master
Sigmund Ainringck.

“He wrote in rhyme to help
his students remember,” Pet-
tengill said.

One of Ainringck’s verses
reads: “Toward head and body
forth you race. The skirmish
you should then embrace.”

Alongside the growth of
LARPing, cosplay and histor-
ical reenactments, there has
been a recent revival of his-
toric European martial arts,
called HEMA, including long-
sword fighting.

“A lot has been learned in
the last 30 years,” said Petten-
gill said.

She learned to use a long-
sword in middle school and
has since launched an enter-
prise, called Castle Nitor, with
the goal of buying land and
building a cooperative com-
munity of flexible housing
for people who are passionate
about history.

Pettengill and her group
now offer historical craft
classes as well as longsword
instruction.

“I love to get hands-on
with history,” Pettengill said.
“If history is just names, dates
and facts it’s boring. This is
fun and fascinating. We have
the physical activity, but also

the challenge of learning from
the historical texts.”

Reed Libbey of Hampden,
who is entering sixth grade,
came to the class because of
his interest in swords.

“I’'ve always found them
exciting,” Libbey said. “I have
Scottish heritage and I've al-
ways heard how the Scots are
so strong and tough.”

By the end of the two-
hour session, Libbey learned
enough longsword techniques
to spar with fellow partici-
pants.

Pettengill told the teens:
“Never move forward with
your body first when you're
cutting. It’s a really, really,
really bad idea. Follow the
sword as you make the cut.”
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An illustration from a medieval longsword text.

“It’s awesome when they
get into it,” said Rachel Hap-
good, teen services/young
adult librarian. “It’s cool how
much they learn.”

Hapgood picked up a
sword herself and practiced
fight stances and cuts.

The event was sponsored
by the Friends of the Wilbra-
ham Public Library.

The first two teen events
at the WPL for the fall will
be a Watercolor Workshop on
Sept. 2 at 5:30 pm and the first
meeting of the Teen Advisory
Board (TAB) on Sept. 15 at
4 pm. Register online at wil-

brahamlibrary.org or call 413-
596-6141.

Reed Libbey focuses on
sword instruction.
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Pettengill shows Juliana
Vargas a thrust.

Turley photos by Patricia Sullivan

Colin Paige finishes a cut.

Drake Cafarelll and Reed lebey 's swords are “m a

bind,” the moment in combat when blades meet.

PROPOSAL from page 1

capital projects. We’re just
going to throw them out at
you and you guys have to
fund them or it’s going to go
on the budget” We have sev-
eral conversations back and
forth—right?>—I mean, we
have meetings with Capital,
we have meetings with Fin-
Com to see what we can do?
Here’s what we’d like to do
this year. What can we do this
year?” Kennedy said. “Here’s
what we put as tier one, tier
two. I mean, we divided up so
many different ways.”

Michael Tirabassi agreed
with Kennedy.

“I'm starting to get the
feeling like we show up with
the bill, right? And nobody
likes the people who show
up with the bill, and we have
the biggest bill for each town.
Each town contributes well
more than half of their tax
revenue to the school dis-
trict—which is wonderful
that they prioritize the kids
and they support the kids
and we have a phenomenal

school district. Wilbraham,
in particular, which was just
recently recognized as a re-
ally great place to live not
just on the state scale, on the
national scale—and schools
have been a huge part of that
kind of stuff,” Tirabassi said.
“But, costs go up. There’s an
increase every year. I would
love nothing more than to
present to FinCom, present to
the Select Board, ‘Hey, guess
what guys? No change in the
budget this year.” I think most
of us would love to present
that, but it’s not reality.”

He added one disconnect
he’s realized is capital is talk-
ed about during the fall “be-
cause we don’t have the num-
bers for the operating budget
until we hear from the states
and all that kind of stuff.”

Also, members for the
Capital Review Commit-
tee haven’t been picked yet
around that time.

“All we can do, I think, is
try to be as open and transpar-
ent as we can,’ Tirabassi said.
“Remember that they’re our
neighbors and work together
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MINNECHAUG REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
AND
HAMPDEN-WILBRAHAM
REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICE
+ MAIN ENTRANCE

to do the best we can to ad-
vocate for the kids, but also
to advocate for the taxpayers
by doing what we can to keep
costs under control.”

Kennedy added the com-
mittee also works hard on
accuracy for cost projections,
noting the replacement of
seating in the alumni stadium
as an example which was put
forward 9 years ago.

“If we spend the time to
really update every single
quote every year to get it so
it’s ready to go, it’s a lot of

NOW

Call our office
to learn more
about our practice

OA'\ufric

»
)
‘R

2 Convenient
Locations!

ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS!

Gary Nielan, M.D.

THE DOCTORS ARE IN...

Kimberly Joyal Martins, M.D.

Amy Kasper, M.D.
Kimberly Dewey, M.D.
Priya Malik, M.D.

Thirza Lareau, M.D.
Melissa Maciborski, M.D.

\

Julia Komatsu, M.D.
Shatahdi Pinky, M.D.
Solmaz Masoudi, P.A.
Rachel McKenna, N.P.
Nicole Santos, LMHC
Rachel Kluk, LMHC

Most Insurances Accepted

2207 Boston Road, Wilbraham e 35 Turkey Hill Road, Suite 205, Belchertown
\(41 3) 599-1201 » Fax: (413) 596-2940 . wwWw.pamcares.com

energy and a lot of time. So,
we do try to come up with ac-

curacy,” Kennedy said. “But
I do understand that frustra-
tion, but still it’s the nature,
unfortunately, of the beast.”

Tirabassi added the meet-
ing should be “a working
meeting” with an agenda of
items to be discussed and en-
gaged in discussion. Also, to
invite the Hampden Select-
board after they meet with
Wilbraham.

After Rich Rediker shared
his interpretation of the re-
quest, Chair Michal Boudreau
offered her thoughts next, ref-
erencing Squindo’s letter.

“It stated asking about
what the budget process for
FY27 was going to look like.

So, that sounds like a conver-
sation to be had because we
are partners with both towns
and then asking, also, how
does the School Commit-
tee intend to seek guidance
from Finance Committee
and Capital. Again, under-
standing the process before
we embark upon the budget
season. Making sure that we
are transparent. Making sure
that we’re on the same page,”
Boudreau said. “So, I think it
really is important for us to
be in more regular conversa-
tion and communication and
transparent with the govern-
ing bodies in both towns and
determining what do we want
our process to look like.”

Boudreau also empha-
sized looking at what can be
done better for this process.

“What does that look like?
What will our ask be? How
would you like this handled
when we present bids on
something. What is the pro-
cess going to look like,” Bou-
dreau said.

After Provost brought
up Hampden and Kennedy
agreed to include their board
for the meeting too, Rediker
said, “it might be helpful to
meet altogether.”

“Because I'm not sure
Hampden shares the thought
that there’s as big a problem

as Wilbraham does, and also,
you have an answer to that
question Sean just asked.
How are we going to work
with Advisory when it comes
down to push comes to shove,
to say this is what we’re going
to present,” Rediker said.

Secretary Lisa Murray
also agreed on Hampden’s in-
clusion for the meeting.

“I think we’re all kind of
on the same page of trans-
parency and meeting and try-
ing to work together. I don’t
think that’s changed because
of this,” Murray said. “Again,
we don’t want them to think
we’re discussing things with-
out them.”

After further discussion on
what to prep for the meeting
and comments from Timothy
Collins on also addressing the
air quality concerns at Wil-
braham Middle School, it was
agreed to send a letter to the
Hampden Selectboard about
the meeting, a draft agenda
would be created by Provost
and Assistant Superintendent
for Finance, Operations and
Human Resources Dr. Doug-
las Slaughter for the School
Committee to review, share
the agenda with both towns
and then come up with a date
to meet.

R
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100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 « office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net

OBINSON

S ERVI




August 28,2025

m sports@turley.com

&4 @turleysports

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES Page 9

I acebook. com/turleysports

SPORTS

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS

WWW.sports. turley com

West dominates Bay State Games

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

FITCHBURG—The
West boys’ soccer team won
the gold medal at the 2022
and 2023 Bay State Sum-
mer Games. After finishing
in third place a year ago, the
West squad didn’t have very
much trouble capturing the
gold medal this year.

The boys’ soccer show-
case took place at the Game
On Sports and Performance
Center in Fitchburg last
month July 10 to 12.

The West team began the
tournament with a pair of vic-
tories.

After overcoming an early

1-0 deficit to defeat Metro,
5-1, in the morning match last

Thursday, the West team dis-
patched the Central team, 6-0,
in the afternoon affair.

“We’re off to a very good

start in this tournament, but
we haven’t accomplished
anything yet,” said Hugo De-
stapdo, who coached the West
boys’ soccer team at the Bay
State Summer Games for the
first time. “We do have a sol-
id group of players, but we’re
going to be facing some very
good competition during the
next couple of days.”

During the fall, Destapdo
is the boys’ varsity coach at
Chicopee High School. He
replaced Marc Atkins as the
West coach at the Bay State
games.

The members of the 2025

West boys’ soccer team, who Evan Tyrrell looks up the field
are from the Turley Publica- as he makes a pass.

Caleb lIborra sends a pass
away for Central Mass.

tions coverage area, are John
Carra (Agawam), Timothy
Haley (Belchertown), Yousif
Hamid (Chicopee), Spencer
Parsons (South Hadley), Tyler
Supczak (Wilbraham), Evan
Tyrrell (Chicopee), Griffen
Wrisley (Chicopee), Chase
Henderson (Wilbraham), Ti-
ago Destapdo (Chicopee),
and Braeden Fitzgerald (Aga-
wam/Pope Francis). 1

_“Several college coaches  Griffen Wrisley, of Chicopee, heads for the goal with
will be attending these games, possession of the ball.

so this is a very good show-
case for the players,” De-
stapdo said. “There are a lot
of talented soccer players in
Western Mass.”

The worst part of being a
coach of an All-Star team is
having to make cuts at try-
outs.

“We had 35 players try-
out, and we have 20 players
on our team,” Destapdo said.
“Having to make cuts is very
difficult. I wish we could’ve
taken all 35 players.”

The duo Henderson and
Max Graham (Southwick/
Pope Francis) combined to
post the shutout against Cen- T = -
tral. ! e - Flkayoml Ankltan

“They’re different types i ' : = starts up the field =
of goalies,” Destapdo said.
“Chase is just tremendous
with his feet. If he wasn’t a
goalie, he would be a very
good field player. Max is a
physical goalie.”

Henderson, who’s a rais-
ing senior, played the first
half against the Central team. %

Graham, who’s a raising ?

3 H-‘ ,”_._,.*_ =
Please see BOYS, page 10

The Orioles claimed the 2025 Valley Wheel Over-28 Baseball League Championship on

Sunday, Aug. 17, beating the Twins 8-7.

p—— Orioles hold

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Henry Henriquez takes a swing.

on for Valley
Wheel title

WILBRAHAM - On Sunday, Aug.
17 at Spec Pond, the Orioles staved off
a big comeback from the top-seeded
Twins to win the Valley Wheel Over-
28 Baseball League championship.
The Twins would hold a 4-2 lead un-
til the Orioles rallied and eventually
held an 8-4 lead going into the bottom
of the ninth inning. The Twins would
score three times and get the tying run
to second base before the Orioles were
finally able to close it out for the title.

Quabbin Valley
playoffs get
underway

SOUTH HADLEY - Last Sunday,
the Quabbin Valley Baseball League
playoffs got underway with a pair
of quarterfinal games. In one match-
up, the Tigers defeated the Braves
12-8 thanks to some great pitching
late in the game by the Tigers’ Brad
Bullough. The Dodgers walked off on
the Pirates in the other matchup 17-16
when a hit by Andrew Tuck plated the
winning run. The Cardinals defeat-
ed the Dodgers 9-7 and the Orioles
defeated the Tigers 17-7 in the semifinals held on Aug.
24, setting up a Cardinals-Orioles championship game on
Sunday, Sept. 7 at 10 a.m. Booster Field in Easthampton.

Turley photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

The Dodgers’ Josh Turner
attempts to make a backhand.

LT
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Shortstop Aiden Breen makes a play. The Pirates’ Sam Crotto delivers to the plate.

Girls soccer gets bronze at Bay State Games A -

-r =y —

Medals.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

FITCHBURG—Both the
Central and West girls’ soccer
teams began the annual Bay
State Summer games with
losses last month from July
10 to 12..

A couple of hours later,
the West squad celebrated a
6-1 victory over the Central
team at the Game On Sports
and Performance Center in
Fitchburg.

“We didn’t play very well

in our first game this morn- Haesaert (South Hadley),

ing,” said West head coach
Matt Mosher, who also coach-
es the St. Mary’s (Westfield)
girls’ varsity soccer team.
“Once we got into a rhythm,
especially during the second
half, we took it to them in this
game. We were a lot more ag-
gressive.”

The members of the West
team, who are from the Tur-
ley Publications coverage
area, are Allison Fleury
(South Hadley), Kiana Ra-
mos (South Hadley), Hannah

Kayleen Sullivan (Agawam),
Lylia Ellis (Monson), Kyra
Lippmann (Holyoke), Mia
Oyler (Agawam), Riley Plat-
t(South Hadley/Williston
Northampton School), Kylie
Warner (Agawam), Gabriella
Ramos (Agawam), Alexis Ca-
noa (Belchertown) and Laura
Parolo (Agawam).

Mosher has been coach-
ing at the Bay State Summer
Games for the past five years.
His teams have won two Sil-
ver Medals and two Bronze

The West team also won
the Bronze Medal this year
after defeating Southeast, 6-1.

Mosher was assisted by
Laura Wray-Ramos, who’s
the longtime girls’ wvarsi-
ty soccer coach at Agawam
High School.

“It took Laura and I a
game to find out which play-
ers play well together. We
moved some players around
to different positions,” Mosh-

Please see GIRLS, page 10
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Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Kallie Tevepaugh clears the ball away for Central.
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VolleyHall announces 2025
induction celebration

HOLYOKE - The excite-
ment is building in Holyoke
as we prepare to welcome
the wvolleyball world for
the International Volley-
ball Hall of Fame’s 2025
Induction Celebration, tak-
ing place Saturday, Oct. 18.
This year’s milestone event
promises to be a weekend
to remember, filled with in-
spiring speeches, historic
moments, and the shared
pride of honoring the sport’s
greatest contributors.

The Class of 2025 brings
together nine exceptional
individuals whose achieve-
ments have left an indelible
mark on volleyball across
the globe. They include Kent
Steffes of the USA, a dom-

inant force in men’s beach
volleyball; Laura Ludwig of
Germany, one of the most
decorated women’s beach
players in history; Dimitar
Karov of Bulgaria, a trail-
blazing men’s indoor player;
Ivan Miljkovi of Serbia, a
powerful and prolific scorer
on the men’s indoor stage;
Rosa Garcia Rivas of Peru,
a legendary women’s indoor
player; Francesca Piccinini
of Italy, a beloved women’s
indoor star; Jiirgen Wagner
of Germany, an Olympic
medal-winning beach vol-
leyball coach; Barry Cou-
zner of Australia, a transfor-
mative leader in ParaVolley;
and Guillermo “Willy” Pare-
des of Argentina, a respected

international referee.

In addition to this ex-
traordinary class of induct-
ees, five special award win-
ners will also be recognized
for their outstanding contri-
butions to the sport. Joop Al-
berda will receive the Min-
tonette Medallion of Merit
Award, Peter Diamond will
be presented with the May-
oral Award for Excellence,
Paul Sunderland will be
honored with the Award for
Media Excellence, the Court
of Honor Award will go to
PAVO - Professional As-
sociation of Volleyball Of-
ficials, and Elegant Affairs
will be recognized with the
William G. Morgan Award.

BOYS from page 9

sophomore, played the sec-
ond half.

The West goalies re-
ceived plenty of support
from a locked down defen-
sive unit led by Fitzgerald,
Supczak, Hamid, and Casey
Bestler (Frontier Reg.).

The West scored four
goals during the first half
against Central.

Glodie Manyegezi
(Springfield Central) scored
two of the goals. The oth-
er two first half goals were
netted by Brandon Barker
(West Springfield), and Will
Sean-McNally (Northamp-
ton).

The two second half
goals were scored by Cajun
Benson (Smith Academy).
Sean-McNally was credited

L
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Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
settle the ball.

with both assists.

The following day, the
West team won two more
matches against North-
east,2-0, and Southeast,5-0.

The West team then
captured the Gold medal
by squeaking out a 2-1 win
against Coastal last Satur-
day morning.

In their five Bay State
matches, the West team
outscored their opponents,
20-2.

Tiago Despatado, of
Chicopee, goes after the
loose ball.
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CLUES ACROSS 38. A doctrine CLUES DOWN 29. One who obtains

1. Taxis 41. Can be subdued 1. Home of “60 pleasure from

5. Space Systems 43. A place to bathe Minutes” another’s pain
Command 45. Land used for 2. Expression of 34. Consume

8. Plant seed by pasture Sorrow or pity 35. Licensed for Wall
scattering 48. Curved piece of 3. __fide: legitimate Street

11. Alliances iron 4. Immune response  36. Sick

13. Fiddler crabs 49. Automobile 5. Assistance and 37. Israeli city __ Aviv

14. Heroic tale

15. Yemen capital

16. Misleading
gesture

17. Cainand __

18. Simple shoe

20. Hundredweight

21. Children’s toy in
the snow

22. Gets rid of

25. Free of deceit

30. Performed a
dance

31. Chinese
philosophical
principle

32. Exaggerated

33. Refrain from
inflicting

50. Fencing sword

55. Breezes through

56. Child

57. NBA legend
Iverson

59. Horsley and
lacocca are two

60. Midway between
northeast and
east

61. Spiritual leader
of a Jewish
congregation

62. U.S. leader
during much of
ww2

63. Lair

64. Fibrous
material

support
6. Glared
7. Spanish saloon
8. Pitch black
9. S-shaped lines
10. Statistical test
12. __ Paulo, city
14. Graduation garb
19. A way to record
23. Not good
24. Weather events
25. A pituitary
hormone
26. Jamie Foxx film
27. Rocker’s
accessory
28. One point east
(clockwise) of due
north

39. Removed the
husk

40. Mass of rocks and
sediment

41. Two-year-old
sheep

42. Area units

44, Prison overseer

45, Walked

46. Wartime escort
aircraft carrier

47. Tax

48. 50 percent

51. Swiss river

52. Tattle

53. Actor Idris

54. Resist authority
(slang)

58. Egg of a louse
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Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Alivia Marcello chases down the loose ball.

GIRLS from page 9

er said. “A lot of the players
have played on the same club
teams. It’s been a lot of fun
coaching at the Bay State
Summer Games.”

Both starting goalies in
last Thursday afternoon’s
match attend Agawam High
School

Sullivan was the starting
goalie for the West team,
while Talia Oliveira was the
starting goalie for the Central
squad, which took home the
Gold medal last year.

Because there weren’t
enough girls’ soccer players
from Central Mass. to fill
the Central team roster, more
than half of the players listed
on their roster are from West-
ern Massachusetts.

“About five years ago, we
noticed that the Central team
didn’t have enough players,”
said Central head coach Eric
Wood, who also coaches the
girls’ soccer team at the Mac-
Duffie School in Granby. “We
now fill out the Central roster
with the players who don’t
make the West team. We
have 15 players from Western
Mass. on this year’s team. It’s
been a great situation.”

The other members of the
Central team, who are from
the Turley Publications cov-
erage area, were Rylee Joesph
(Holyoke/Hampshire Reg.),
Eleanor Szlosek (Granby),
Taylor Bartosz (Wilbraham/
Minnechaug Reg.) Filomena
Stellato (Agawam), Bren-
na Moreno (Granby), Grace
Sherman (Holyoke. South
Hadley H.S.) and Kali White
(Granby).

Even though the Central
team went 0-4, it was still an
enjoyable experience for the
players.

“I just want my players to
have a lot of fun here,” Wood
said. “I also keep in touch
with the players throughout
the year.

The Central squad took an
early 1-0 lead following an
unassisted goal by White.

A couple of minutes lat-
er, White had another shot
attempt that clanged off the
post.

The West team tied the
score at 1-1 with less than
two minutes remaining in the
opening half.

Willow Claps (Northamp-

Gabriella Ramos, who plays for Agawam High,
sends a quick pass away.

B85
Ly

Hannah Haesaert, of South Hadley, plays the ball off her chest.

ton) blasted a shot that de-
flected off the goalie’s hands
into the left corner of the net.

At the start of the second
half, Warner put a shot into
the upper left corner giving
the West squad a 2-1 advan-
tage. She also scored the final
goal of the match.

The other three second
half goals scored by the West

team during the second half
were by Kate Moccio (Long-
meadow), Addison Perich
(Westfield), and Haesaert.

Central would end up go-
ing 0-4 during the Bay State
Games while the West pre-
vailed in the Bronze Medal
Game on July 12, defeating
Southeast 3-0. Coastal won
the Gold for girls soccer.

GARDEN from page 6

Hollyhock rust rarely
kills its host, but it can make
plants look quite unsightly. In
a severe infestation like mine,
premature leaf drop occurs.

Next spring, if I dare to
grow hollyhocks again, I'll
have to do it in a different part
of my landscape and escape
any spores that the soil is har-
boring.

The best way to control
hollyhock rust is to remove
infected leaves and discard
them in the trash. The quicker
you act, the better.

Other members of the hol-
Iyhock family (Malvaeceae)
are prone to this disease as
well, so scour your perennial
bed for spotted leaves on Lav-
atera and Malva (Tall Mallow
and Musk Mallow) and dis-
pose of them.

A common weed that goes
by the name “cheese weed”
or “cheeses” is also a Malva
and likewise is susceptible.
Cut down on the chance of

infestation next year by re-
moving all foliage and de-
bris from these plants prior
to winter. Even go as far as
to remove the bark mulch
beneath them to further re-
duce the spore population.
Proper cultural practices also
make a difference in combat-
ing hollyhock rust and most
plant diseases. First, give pe-
rennials adequate space from
one another to allow for good
air flow.

In the case of hollyhocks,
I’'d recommend about 18
inches. We can’t control when
and how often it rains, but
when we supply the moisture
timing and application count.
Water around the base of the
plants, without it touching the
foliage, and do so early in the
morning so that leaves have a
chance to dry before nightfall.

Apply new bark mulch
each spring to cover spores
that may be waiting in the
soil. And lastly, when plant-
ing new seedlings, locate
them as far away as possible

from previously grown plants
even if they didn’t have a seri-
ous infestation.

Although I've never tried
this myself, [ have read a few
testimonials from gardeners
who had luck applying corn
meal to their soil in an effort
to control soil borne fungal
diseases such as rust. Report-
edly it stimulates beneficial
organisms that feed on patho-
gens. Two pounds per one
hundred square feet is recom-
mended.

Even if it doesn’t work, it
probably won’t hurt!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well
as flowers. Have a question
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
Jject line.
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HSC receives therapy horse visit

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The senior
center received a special visit
on Aug. 8 when a pair of ther-
apy horses from Whispering
Horse in East Longmeadow
stopped by to say hello.

The horses, Chloe and Al-
ice, are part of the Whisper-
ing Horse Therapeutic Riding
Center, which is a commu-
nity-oriented nonprofit orga-
nization offering therapeutic
riding services since 2002.

According to their web-
site, the trained professionals
with assistance from volun-
teers help “assist individuals
with disabilities to achieve
their independence through a
variety of therapeutic goals,
such as, cognitive, emotional,
educational, socially and be-
havioral.”

Therapy horses are horses

used in therapeutic settings
to help people with a variety
of physical, emotional and
mental health challenges,
assisting both children and
adults to foster healing, per-
sonal growth and improved
well-being.

During the visit, seniors
along with the senior center
staff took some time to pet,
brush and enjoy the horses out
on the back patio on a warm
sunny day, providing smiles,
laughter and a moment of re-
laxation and comfort for all.

I also took a moment to
pet the horses because even
us editors at the Times need a
friendly animal friend to de-
stress with. It was much need-
ed after a busy week!

Enjoy these snapshots of
the special visit.

To learn more about Whis-
pering Horse, check them out
on Facebook and visit whis-
peringhorse.net.

Local Author Talk at Hampden
Senior Center set for Sept. 5

HAMPDEN - On Fri-
day Sept. 5, 12:30 pm at The
Hampden Senior Center, 104
Allen Street Hampden.

A local author and histori-
an, JR Greene will be visiting
and talking about his book,
“The Creation of Quabbin
Reservoir.” Mr. Greene has
published many books about
the Quabbin and Pre-Quabbin Please call the Hampden
history of The Swift River Val- ~ Senior Center at (413) 566
ley. 5588 to reserve your space

Mr. Greene also published and if you would like lunch
an Atlas about the Quabbin re-  that day at the center at Noon,
gion in 1975 and he said that please advise the receptionist
the history of the four towns when you make your call.
that disappeared from the map If you have any questions,
more than 85 years ago re- please contact Joan Shea 566-
mains a fascinating subject for  8224. Looking forward to see-
readers. ing all of you.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

ROBERTS ROOFS

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate e Copper e Architectural Shingles e Gutters
Historical Restoration e Flat Roofing
Snow Removal
Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

Come and hear the sto-
ries he has to tell and learn all
about the towns beneath the
Quabbin. JR Greene will bring
his books to sell which range
from $10 to $25 and will be
autographed upon request.

Cash only will be accepted
to purchase the books, as a re-
minder.

dventure fours of Warren JEE=

Sdhuarce the Adventurc with us!

2026 Norwegian
" Cruise Line /=8 :
Bermuda and Nova Scotla A b e

{ NORWEGIAN
CRUEE LINE

Oct.4......... Stockbridge - Rockwell Museum.............. $120
Oct. 18....... Turkey Train. . $175
Dec.7........ Water for Elephants at ] .\ C— $120
March 11... Tropical Costa Rica.........coererernrrenne from $3569

May 2026 .. 8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ...from $1699

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net

HAMPDEN -
Federated

Celebration Sunday at Federated Church of Hampden

The
Communi-

Travel expert
to discuss Mt.
Vesuvius and

So, come to meet Paster
Eunji Lee, take a look at our

neighbors in the community.
This event will also be

ty Church of Hampden
at 590 Main St., invites
members of the church and
community to our “Cele-
bration Sunday” cookout on
Sept. 7.

It will be held just after
Sunday Service from 11
am. to 1 p.m. and will be
outside on our grounds, or if
it rains, in Libby Hall.

This event will intro-
duce and welcome our new
Pastor, Eunji Lee to all our
church members, their ex-
tended families, and to our

our Annual Registration for
Sunday School, and will be
held inside the church before
Sunday Service from 9:30 to
10 a.m., and from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. at the cookout.

We’ll have hamburgers,
hot dogs, salads and bever-
ages along with our featured
dessert: Apple Crisp. You
will be able to make your
own Apple Crisp with ice
cream or whipped cream.

Last year we had 13
different delicious Apple
Crisp’s!

Sunday School, and enjoy
a picnic lunch with a Super
Dessert.

For questions or infor-
mation, our church office is
open Mon., Weds, and Friday
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Please
call, or leave a message af-
ter hours, 413-566-3711
Please follow us on FB
& check out our website
FB:  http://www.facebook.
com/HampdenFederated-
Church; website: https:/
www.hampdenfederated-
church.org/

St. Cecilia Women’s Club Meeting Sept. 9

WILBRAHAM - Our
Annual Membership Tea
will be held on Tuesday,
Sept. 9 with Mass at 5:30
p-m. followed by tea, coffee
and delicious treats!

year to honor our past pres-
ident and to acknowledge
members with significant
years of membership.

It’s a wonderful chance
to greet old friends and
perhaps make new ones as

well! Please come and join
us!

The meeting takes place
at St. Cecilia Church at 42
Main St. in Wilbraham.

or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

We take this time every
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T0 BOOST
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USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

GENTER CUT
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FRESH BONELESS

PRICES IN ROEED
ARE AT OR BEL
LAST YEAR’S PRICE

CHICKEN LEG 1/4 4015 sox...

Pompeii at
the library

WILBRAHAM- Au-
thor and retired Professor
Matt Davis will present
“Pompeii’s Final Day: The
Eruption of Italy’s Mt. Ve-
suvius” at the Wilbraham
Public Library on Monday,
Sept. 8 at 6 p.m. Consid-
ered one of the greatest
disasters in history, Da-
vis will share what the
well-preserved ruins have
taught us about life in An-
cient Rome and discuss the
volcanic risks still facing
metropolitan Naples today.

This event is free and
open to the public. Regis-
tration is appreciated but
not required.

Sign up at wilbraham-
library.org, or call the li-
brary at 413-596-6141.
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ITALIAN SAUSAGE.... ° 2 1

CHEESECAKE

USDA INSP. FROZEN SARA LEE

GOOKIES & CREAM
FRENCH STYLE WHIPPED >4 oz

552

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONE-IN

PORTERHOUSE
or T-BONE STEAKS

USDA INSP. 1QF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS......... 389

21125 COUNT > 15 56> 1 B 22

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
BBQ SWEET MARINATED

BEEF BLADE STEAKS.... * B>

USDA INSP. KAYEM OLD TYME
5999
ea

USDA INSP,
STORE MADE FROZEN
HAMBURGER PATTIES
80% LEAN

20 CT BOX
4

NATURAL CASING
HOT DOGS 2 %2 LB BOXuummnmnm

ALSO A GOMPLETE
LINE OF GOURMET
CAKES & DESSERTS

SALE DATES: 8/28/25-9/3/25  CLOSED: 9/1/25

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI

HOREL VIRGIIA ... 5392

£ 90 Meat Outlet © BRI

BUY DIRECT FOR ====== SAVINGS * SELECTION + SERVICE

PP *°

Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com

We reserve the right
to limit quantities.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

ESTATE SALE

HUGE ESTATE SALE.
Antiques, etc. 53 Russell Rd.,
Huntington (Rt. 20).
August 30-31 & September 1.
9am-4pm
413-623-5327

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

TAG SALE

HUGE TAG SALE! Baby gear, clothes,
household finds, and more! August
30th-August 31st only 8am-5pm! Rain
or shine! 560 South Washington St.,
Belchertown.

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches,
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising,
radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item
or entire estate.

Call Paul
413-206-8688.

ANTIQUES AND OLD
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches,
Musical instruments, typewriters,
sewing machines, tools, radios,
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military,
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans,
barware, books, oil cans, adver
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs,
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2*x***x*xxA & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

BUILT 'N POWERED. Serving all your
electrical and construction needs. Fully
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10%
Senior and Veteran's discounts. Call Tom
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #1045405

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools,
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at
(413)206-6509.

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

HEATING &
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING
LLC. Now is the time to get your AC, Heat-
ing & Water Heater cleanings before the
winter. 413-275-4408

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229.
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Stone Veneer
Brick Work
Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French

(413) 222-5542

frenchyn@gmail.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry »
Framing « Drywall ¢
Painting * & morel

(413) 687-5552/

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of tree
care. Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/night.

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
413-213-5470

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned,
Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

COUNSELING

LIFE COACH BELLE
LIFECOACHBELLE@RYAHO0O0.COM
413-330-4013
Helping you bring structure
and meaning to your life.

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills

Circulation:

I H
Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

G
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393
f DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
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13 14 15 16
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Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = §
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QaVISA 1 Discover [ Cash a Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Ccw
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!
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BRODKFELD | BRODKFELD
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Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

Call us at 413.283.8393

August 28, 2025

CASH
JUN

AND REPA

A

OWI:\I

FREE T

FAST SERVIC
CASH PAID AS IS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

CAMPERS

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33, 2
SLIDE OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $9500. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
WILBRAHAM HOUSING
AUTHORITY
The Wilbraham Housing Authority seeks
highly qualified applicants for the position
of Executive Director. Responsibilities
include the administration of 69 Chapter
667 Elderly housing units and 9 Chapter
705 Family housing units. The Executive
Director reports to a five-member Board of
Commissioners. Work schedule shall be
a minimum of 22 hours per week during
normal business hours, flexible as need-
ed. The estimated salary range $46,177.00
To $54,326.00 is based on the Executive
Office of Housing & Livable Communities’

Executive Director Salary Schedule.
The ideal candidate must have two years’
experience in a housing, community devel-
opment, public administration or a closely
related field. Knowledge of the principles
and practices of housing management,
finances and maintenance systems in
public or private housing. Excellent written
and verbal communication skills required.
Willingness to work with people of various
socio-economic  backgrounds. Must be
bondable. Certification as a Public Hous-
ing Manager from an approved organiza-
tion desired, and may be substituted as a
property manager or similar classification
by a nationally recognized housing or real
estate organization such as an EOHLC-ap-
proved Massachusetts Public Housing Ad-
ministrator Certification Program or HUD.
Two-year full time post-secondary educa-
tion in a related field may substitute for up
to one year of experience. Applications will
be accepted until 12pm, August 29, 2025.
Please submit cover letter, resume and
contact information for 3 references to:
Mr. Peter Manolakis, Chairman Executive
Director Search Committee, Wilbraham
Housing Authority, 88 Stony Hill Road, Wil-
braham, MA 01095. Contact: Peter Mano-
lakis (413) 519-8195

Wilbraham Housing Authority is an

Equal Opportunity Employer

MAINTENANCE
20 to 25 hours per week.

Experience required in all aspects of
property maintenance and repair. Work in-
cludes, but is not limited to: snow removal,
electrical, plumbing, painting, carpentry,
and grounds keeping. Must be available
every other week for on call emergen-
cy maintenance requests. Valid driver's
license and clean driving record. Profes-
sional references required. Criminal back-
ground check required. Insurance and full
state benefits package available.

Please submit resume to:
Wilbraham Housing Authority
88 Stony Hill Rd.,
Wilbraham, Ma 01095
Deadline for resumes 12 PM, September

19, 2025. Equal Opportunity Employer

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

SQUIER & CO. is looking to hire an oil
truck driver $35-$40/hr. full time or part-
time. Squier will provide help with en-
dorsements and CDL training for the right
candidate! Email: squieroil@verizon.
net. Call 413-267-3184 or visit us at 5
Squier Ave., Monson, MA. Monday-Friday.

Town of Blandford
Town of Blandford is hiring a
PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT

to the Assessors. Duties include adminis-
trative support for daily operations of the
Assessors’ office. Pay: $18-$20/hr, based
on experience. Communication, customer
service, organizational, and tech skills re-
quired. Send cover letter and resume to::

dhopson@townofblandford.com.

Town of Blandford

is seeking a fulltime ASSISTANT
TREASURER/COLLECTOR.
Pay range $29.50-$37.50/hour.

Please visit our website for full job

description.
Submit resume to Administrator@
townofblandford.com

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.
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Hampden Senior Center Tag Sale

HAMPDEN - The Friends
of The Hampden Senior Cen-
ter will hold a HUGE indoor
Tag Sale from Tuesday, Aug.
26 through Sept. 12.

The Hampden Senior
Center is located at 104
Allen Street in Hampden.
Please consider cleaning
out your closets and donate

gently used or new items for
donation.

These items can be
dropped off starting the
week of July 28. What we
are looking for are shoes,
household items, clothes,
etc.

We cannot take, however,
large items such as furniture

pieces. Thank you as always
for your generous contribu-
tions and support.

All proceeds will be used
to benefit the programs and
activities at The Hampden
Senior Center. For more in-
formation, please feel free
to contact Joan Shea at 413-
566-8224.

PASTOR from page 1

side of church as well,” Lee
said. “Being a pastor, I don’t
think I can make it without
my church members, so I
have been really grateful to
have my church members.”

On what led her to be-
come a pastor, Lee said as a
teenager, she wanted to be
a writer and write novels,
which led to being interested
in people’s stories. She also
loved being at church.

“Share who Jesus is, how
Jesus loves you. It was kind
of like an integral part to
share who Jesus is to others,
my friends, my teachers. But,
when I went to seminary, at
that time still I wasn’t sure
should I be a pastor because I
wanted to be a pastoral coun-
selor,” Lee said. “So at that
time, I just enjoyed being a
student.”

Seminary also led to
many questions she pondered
about God and her faith
along with her time in youth
group. A friend serving as a
missionary sharing his joy
with God gave her newfound
perspective and to check out
a mission organization in Sa-

lem, Oregon.

“T just want to know who
God is. Like I just want to
experience God’s love. It was
six months training, so it was
really a turning point in my
life to get to know God in my
life,” Lee said.

When she later went to
the airport to head to Port-
land, plans changed. Lat-
er writing down what she
felt, suddenly, she felt God
tell her, “I'm really pleased
you’re here.”

“I think the moment
changed my life and changed
my understanding of God,”
Lee said. “I think that mo-
ment led me here.”

Now that she’s in Hamp-
den, her biggest goals are
helping more engage with
their spiritual side, build
more community, bring more
diversity to the church and
help the next generation of
worshippers.

Also, the possibilities are
endless and open wide, open
to anything.

“We are Christian, we
have many different perspec-
tives and understandings of
God. I just want to cultivate
to respect others’ ways to un-

derstand God,” Lee said. “I
think my church is ready to
have more people to serve.”

Lee looks forward to also
meeting more of the commu-
nity at Celebration Sunday.

“I’'m really honored to be
a part of this community, so
I’'m looking forward to see-
ing and sensing and experi-
encing community in Hamp-
den, to be together,” Lee said.
“What I’ve heard from many
people—not from church
members—but other people
have really shared how great
Hampden is because they
have been here. I can see
their love being here. It made
this area more beautiful.”

Lee’s message to the
community is this, also ex-
pressing appreciation for the
town’s genuine heart and
welcomes.

“I still feel like I'm
dreaming being here, so I'm
just excited to see and meet
new people,” Lee said. “I'm
honored to be a part of this
community. I just want to see
what God’s plan for me to be
a part of this community so I
can serve more. | just want to
find my part of being in this
community as well.”

EMPLOYEES from page 1

how I can help you first and
not busting you, right? And
I think you lived that and I
want to thank you for what
you’ve done.”

Flynn said Budynkiewicz
also grew up in Hampden
and has been “a good friend
of mine from the get-go.”

“So many hats she wore
in town,” Flynn said. “I can’t
thank you enough for all
you’ve done. You’ve been a
friend. One thing we always
knew when somebody came
into the Town Hall, Jane was
first and she pretty much
knew everybody that walked
in. Like my grandmother
used to be chairman of the
Board of Registrars; knew
everybody that voted...But
again, Jane, we all miss you
already.”

Ashe shared how “these
are the fun parts of the job
when you get to recognize
people for the work they’ve
done.”

“For everything they put
back into the town, the com-
munity that they lived in.
So, it’s an honor for myself
and for Senator Oliveira to
be here to support you three.
I also know the chief could
not make it tonight, he’s also
retiring,” Ashe said. “But, on
behalf of the House of Rep-

resentatives—I know the
senator also too on behalf of
the Senate—but we wanted
to present you citations from
the House of Representatives
thanking you, congratulating
you for your works, for your
years of service, for every-
thing you’ve given back to
the community and, more
importantly, wish you all the
best for whatever you do in
the next 53 years—whatev-
er you're going to be doing,
Cliff—but these are the real-
ly the special moments. You
put your heart and soul into
jobs, especially when you
work in a community or you
live in a community, you get
to know everybody here.
Sometimes it’s easy to leave
jobs, sometimes it’s a little
tougher when your heart’s
there and you have the pas-
sion.”

Oliveira noted  that
amongst the group—not in-
cluding the police chief—
there was a combined total
of over 100 years of service
to the town.

“So, that’s pretty im-
pressive for a town like this
that has dedicated people
working for it to ensure that
essential functions of gov-
ernment operate. Now, Brian
and I both served in local
government before we got
to the legislature. We know

how hard it is in local gov-
ernment because you’re the
first line of defense, the clos-
est to the people,” Oliveira
said. “And so when there
is an issue in town, you're
probably going to hear about
it. It’s not going to take long,
and since you came from
this town, you grew up in
this town, you know how
important it is, that personal
touch.”

Oliveira then wished ev-
eryone a happy retirement
and noted his father, also,
just retired this summer.

“The commitment that
people have to their com-
munity is unmatched and we
see that in full display in all
of the communities that we
represent,” Oliveira said.
“Congratulations to all three
of you.”

Flynn then
edged Trombly.

“He’s on a well-deserved
vacation today, good for
him. He’ll be back. He’s
serving as our interim chief
right now, but this was the
opportunity to have Jake and
Brian here and we certainly
do acknowledge the service
Scott gave the town as well,”
Flynn said.

After the citations were
given out, everyone enjoyed
some cake to celebrate.

acknowl-
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Terry L. Nelson

WILBRAHAM - It is with
the deepest sadness that we
announce the passing of Terry
L. Nelson, (“Brick”
to his Maine fami-
ly and friends), on
August 16, 2025.
Terry passed at his
home at the age
of 81 holding the
hand of Poppy, his
high school sweet-
heart and wife of
59 years. He had
waged a fierce battle with
cancer for over 5 years.

Terry was born in New-
port, Maine on May 22, 1944,
to Zelda Metevier Nelson
Peirce and Gerald Stanley
Nelson. His stepfather was
Lloyd W. Peirce and step-
mother was Mary Nelson.
Terry graduated from New-
port High School in 1962
and the University of Maine
Orono in 1966 with a BS in
Chemical Engineering. In
1998 he received a MS in

Industrial Organizational
Psychology from Springfield
College.

On June 18, 1966 he mar-
ried Loralee (Poppy) Perkins.
They moved to Springfield,
MA where he began a 31
year career with Monsanto,
retiring as Manufacturing
Training and Development
Director. Three years were
spent at the plant in Trenton,
MI. After retiring he started
Terry Nelson Consulting Ser-
vices, an independent human
resource management compa-
ny. He was active in the com-
munity as an Indian Guide
leader, Boy Scout Troop 177
Leader, Springfield Youth
Symphony Parents Council,
Children’s Protective Ser-
vices Board, Wilbraham Unit-
ed Church Governing Board

Town of Wilbraham
Department of
Public Works
REQUEST FOR BIDS
August 28, 2025

The Town of Wilbraham De-
partment of Public Works re-
quests internet bids through a
municipal auction website on be-
half of the Select Board of “Vari-
ous Surplus Supplies, Property
and Other Items”. The auction
bids will begin Thursday, August
28, 2025 at 8:00 AM with a clos-
ing date of Tuesday, September
16, 2025 with closing times stag-
gered throughout the morning.
At the end of the specific item
listing time, the auction shall be
closed. Cash will not be accept-

Chair and Board of Deacons.
He served two terms on the
Wilbraham Select Board,
Chair of the Peach
Festival, President
of the Wilbraham
Community Associ-
ation and Fountain
Park Founder and
Board of Directors.
He loved being with
his family, playing
golf, fly fishing and
spending time with
Poppy on the coast of Maine.

Terry was pre-deceased
by his parents, stepparents,
brother Mark and very spe-
cial daughter-in-law, Denise.
He is survived by Poppy, his
sons; John of Ayer, MA and
Matthew (Melissa) of Scitu-
ate, MA, amazing grandchil-
dren; Jack of Sarasota, FL,
Laura and Mark of Ayer, MA,
Evan of Scituate, MA, sisters;
Bobbie Bryson of Clearwa-
ter, FL, Karen Nelson of NM,
Kristin Izes (Bob) of WV and
brother Lyle Peirce (Dianne)
of Newport, ME. He also
leaves cherished aunts, uncle,
nephews, nieces and great
nephew/niece. Three incredi-
ble women have also entered
his life: Larraine, Jean and
Carol, thanks to John, Evan
and Jack. Special thanks to
Dr. Iyer and the “infusion an-
gels” especially Lyndsay, of
Sister Caritas Cancer Center
at Mercy Hospital.

Visiting hours will be
Wednesday, August 20, 4:00-
7:00 p.m. at Wilbraham Fu-
neral Home, 2551 Boston
Rd, Wilbraham. Family and
friends may meet for Terry’s
Celebration of Life Service
on Thursday, August 21st
at 11:00 a.m. at Wilbraham
United Church.

In lieu of flowers, please
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OBITUARY I

Terry L. Nelson
Died Aug. 16, 2025
Wilbraham Funeral Home

Wilbraham-Hampden Times

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice listing
the name of deceased,
date of death and
funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid
Obituary, costing
$275, which allows
families to publish
extended death notice
information of their
own choice and may
include a photograph.
Death Notices &
Paid Obituaries
should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made
only when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

consider contributing to Wil-
braham United Church, 500
Main St., Wilbraham, MA
01095 or to Sister Caritas
Cancer Center, 271 Carew
St., Springfield, MA 01104.

PUBLIC NOTICES B

ed, verified bank check or money
order only.
The municipal auction website
address is:
www.municibid.com
08/28/2025

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Department
HAMPDEN, Division
Docket No. HD25P0330PM
To all persons interested in the
estate of Diane Fales of Hamp-
den, in said County,
A petition has been presented
to said Court for license to sell

at private sale - public auction
certain real estate of said Diane
Fales for her maintenance.

If you desire to object thereto
you or your attorney should file a
written appearance in said Court
at 50 State Street, Springfield,
MA before 10:00 in the forenoon
on the 22nd day of September,
2025, the return day of this cita-
tion.

Witness, BARBARA M.
HYLAND, Esquire, First Judge
of said Court, this 18th day of
August, 2025.

Rosemary A. Saccomani,
Register
08/28/2025

Benches

Statues

Monuments

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.

Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family
Custom Design Work

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, he sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in

the purpose of the Massachusetts newspapers.

notice, or as the
law demands.
Thank you.

Plot Maintenance “* Bronze Plaques “* Cleaning “* Markers * Vases

On-Site Lettering “* Restorations “* Cemetery Signage ** Granite Signs Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 < www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com
413-589-7564 Office “* 413-589-7588 Fax « 413-531-5360

EARLY [f
”DEADLINES

3> In observance of LABOR DAY,
the Classifieds have an
EARLY AD DEADLINE.
To advertise,
place your ad no later than NOON <CK

Thursday, August 284

% Thank you!

A TURLEY PUBLICATION ———
www.turley.com

_—‘

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok Kk Kk Kk ke k ok ok kK

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of LABOR DAY,

PUBLIC NOTICES
EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice
no later than NOON

Thursday, August 28

— Thank you!
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Rep. Puppolo honors Wilbraham couple

SPRINGFIELD — Repre-
sentative Angelo J. Puppolo,
Jr. proudly recognized and
celebrated the 60th wedding
anniversary of Iconic Wil-
braham residents, Peter and
Joan Salerno, honoring their
lifetime of love and devotion
with an official citation from
the Massachusetts House of
Representatives.

“This milestone is not only
a celebration of sixty wonder-
ful years together, but also a
reflection of the strength and
beauty of lifelong commit-
ment,” said Representative
Puppolo. “It was my great
honor to present Peter and

Joan with a citation recog- and dedication to family.”

nizing their unwavering love,

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

ENJOY FALL DINING
ON OUR DECK! ==

SUNDAY BRUNCH

Bar & Grille

EST. 2016

LIVE MUSIC! sundays 10:30-2:30
EVERY THURSDAY (Plus Our Regular Menu Until 8pm)
5:30-7:30 Featuring Our Build Your Own
FRIDAY & SATURDAY Bloody Mary & Mimosa Bar!
6:30-9:30
THURS. 8/28 o
Sean Callahan .Q*
FRI., 8/29 If
Luther % Wi
SAT,, 8/30 55U :
Rick (Storytellers) Serving: Thurs. - Sat. 11:30

and Sun. 10:30

18 PRIME RIB 'BR
l?IGHT EVERY TUESDAY ST B

Dine In Only ¢ While Supplies Last EVERY s“NnAY lel

2341 Boston Rd.. (Rt. 20)., Wilbraham, MA

413.269.2020

route2Z0barandgrille.com

SERVING: TUES. & WED. 4-9PM ¢ THURS. 11:30AM-9PM ‘J
FRI. & SAT. 11:30AM-9:30PM « SUN. 10:30AM-8PM
WITH EXTENDED BAR HOURS EVERY NIGHT KENO
RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED FOR PARTIES OF 6 OR MORE =

The crisp air and changing leaves make
0 it a perfect time to enjoy outdoor dining. ™
« Heartier dishes and seasonal flavors make =

August 28, 2025

Fall Programs for kids at WPL

WILBRAHAM - Check
out these upcoming fall pro-
grams for kids at the Wilbra-
ham Public Library.

PRESCHOOL FUN
WITH MRS. B

The Wilbraham Public
Library is pleased to an-
nounce that registration will
begin on Sept. 1 at 9 am.
for the “Preschool Fun with
Mrs. B” Fall program. This
is a program for children
ages three to six to come into
independently, while care
providers wait in the library.

It is a fun-filled 45 min-

utes with stories, songs,
movement and a craft. The
program will run the follow-
ing Thursday mornings from
10 to 10:45 a.m.; Sept. 11,
Sept. 18, Sept. 25 (No pro-
gram Oct. 2), Oct. 9, Oct. 16
and Oct. 23.

Themes such as “Teddy
Bear’s Picnic”’, ‘Budding
Artists”, Fall and Leaves,
and the amazing stories by
Ed Emberley will be includ-
ed. Please register online at
www.wilbrahamlibrary.org.

Registration includes all
six dates.

PRE-K and K DANCE
PARTY!

Saturday, Sept. 20, 10 to
10:45 a.m. join in the danc-
ing fun as we dance to some
familiar songs and learn
some new ones! Complete
with a disco ball and a “pho-
to booth” for photo oppor-
tunities, wear your shiniest,
movement-friendly clothes
to dance! dance! dance!

This program is for
Pre-K and K children with
adult supervision (adults
must remain in the program).
Please register online be-
ginning Sept. 1 at 9 a.m. at
www.wilbrahamlibrary.org.

LET’S GO OUT!

Your Local Favorite Restaurants

1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA
413-566-8324

LATE SUMMER WEATHER IS PERFECT
FOR DINING OUT ON OUR PATIO!

'\I-I-

—_
.__._--=;’

‘Weather "

e Permlttmg

BOOK YOUR NEXT FUNCTION WITH US!
Showers, Christenings, Funeral Luncheons,
Rehearsal Dinners, Weddings, etc.

For More Information
Contact Lori Atkinson at 413-566-8324
or by email at lacucinagreenhouse@gmail.com

See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu

lacucinahampden.com

Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm & Sun. 11:30am-9pm
LIVE MUSIC FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS!

BACK T0 SGHOOI. MEANS
BACK TO BUSY SCHEDULES!
Let Gio’s Cook - Dine In or Take Out!

) Open Wed.-Sun.
iy F »  Closed Mon. & Tues.

GIO’S LOUNGE

Beer - Wine - Spirits - Cocktails
Extended Hours for Lounge
Keno & Lottery Available

| EXPERIENCE!

Dinners, Appetizers

And A Full Bar

* GOURMET PIZZAS * WINGS * PASTA
* GIANT CALZONES ° DINNERS * CALAMARI
* GRINDERS & WRAPS ¢ SEAFOOD ¢ CLAM STRIPS

| www.giospizzeria.com



