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Hill Clim talks cinue

—_—

Goal is decision
by Sept. 8

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The Se-
lect Board will continue re-
viewing the Wilbraham Hill
Climb after hearing from the
event organizers, supporters
and more during their Aug.
11 meeting.

This latest discussion—
which lasted nearly 90 min-
utes—comes  after com-
munity members  voiced
support for the event during
the board’s July 28 meeting,
with the board approving at
that time to remain in dis-
cussion with event co-orga-
nizers Ed Cenedella and Jeff
DeMarey regarding an event
on a date to be determined in
May 2026.

On June 30, reservations
were expressed by the Select
Board about holding the event
next year and a summary re-
port was presented by Police
Chief Ed Lennon.

After the discussion and
an order presented by Vice
Chair Marc Ducey was with-
drawn, the board agreed on
a goal to review information
for a decision by their Sept. 8
meeting.

Chair Michael Squindo
also stated that residents can
reach out to the board mem-
bers and Select Board’s office
with their suggestions.

For more on the commu-
nity response at this meeting,
check out this week’s edition.
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The Wilbraham Hill Climb was again discussed during the

Select Board’s Aug. 11 meeting.

Addressing Concerns

Clerk Sue Bunnell shared
concerns raised by a resident
about parking at the library
during the event, with De-
Marey explaining the people
parked there were the craft
vendors.

“We can certainly re-
schedule them and move them
over to in front of The Sugar
Chalet. We have the owner’s
permission to use that park-
ing lot, also, so we could just
move the craft vendors over
there for convenience,” De-
Marey said. “We were using
The Sugar Chalet and that
parking lot in front of Mar-
golis and Sugar for EMS and

services and things of that na-
ture because it was closer to
the road. But, we’re certainly
more than welcome to open it
up for the library.”

Ducey’s questions fo-
cused on safety, ranging from
who conducts the pre-race
inspections—with the answer
being the VSCCA, with Race
Marshal Benjamin Bragg in-
specting them—to noting the
advertising was for cars up to
1970 to participate.

“From what I've read, it
was a way for the car makers
to get people more comfort-

Please see DECISION,
page 10
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SHADOWS

ON TH

Janet Crosier discussed

By Patricia Sullivan
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - Jan-
et Crosier spent more than
20 years writing her first
novel, “Shadows on the
Heath,” which imagines the
lost years of Heathcliff, one
of the principal characters
of Emily Bronté’s classic
“Wuthering Heights.”

“I worked hard to make
sure my Heathcliff matched
Bronte’s,” she told a group
of interested listeners at the
Wilbraham Senior Center on
Aug. 12. “T hope if she read

E

her two

novels, “Shadows on the Heath” —
and “Weymouth House,” at the
Wilbraham Senior Genter.

A mystery expld

it, she would find the book

respectful.”
Crosier came to the
senior center to discuss

“Shadows on the Heath,”
published in 2023, and her
most recent novel, also set in
nineteenth-century England,
“Weymouth House.”

““Weymouth House” is
a more lighthearted, easier
read,” Crosier said.

An adjunct professor of
English Literature at West-
ern New England University,
Crosier, of Ware, has a PhD
in English Literature and has
long been fascinated with

Bronté.

“Nineteenth-centu-
ry Britain seems to be my
place,” Crosier said.

Her love of “Wuthering
Heights” began as a child
when she saw the film, star-
ring Laurence Olivier as
Heathcliff.

Like many readers, Cro-
sier wondered what hap-
pened to Heathcliff in the
years he’s missing from the
novel. He runs out in a storm
after hearing Cathy say it

Please see MYSTERY,
page 5

Community comes together
for Hampden gazebo project

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - Commu-
nity members came together
with the Parks & Recreation
Department to help refurbish
a gazebo on the lawn of the
former Thornton W. Burgess
Middle School.

Parks & Rec Director Dan
Blanchard said the effort was
possible through the Rotary
Club of Wilbraham-Hamp-
den, who donate a day of ser-
vice to the department every
year.

“Generally, they do a proj-
ect at Memorial Park. This

year our staff has Memorial
Park looking great and there
wasn’t a need for work at the
park. We thought about other
projects where we could use
assistance, and the gazebo
was in definite need of some
TLC,” Blanchard said.

Blanchard added the Ro-
tary Club also partners with
volunteers from Minnechaug
Regional High School’s
Above The Influence Club to
perform the day of service to
the community.

“Long story short, due to
poor weather we had to keep
postponing the volunteer
day and eventually the kids’
school year was over and we

lost our volunteers. So, Parks
& Rec pivoted and filled the
gaps by reaching out to town
departments, clubs and lo-
cal Dbusinesses,” Blanchard
said. “The Hampden High-
way Department pulled the
overgrown plantings, Parks
& Recreation staff repaired,
prepped and painted the gaze-
bo, Keith Isham Landscaping
donated topsoil, mulch and
his crew to redo the flower
beds, the Hampden Garden
Club donated and planted pe-
rennials. It was a great com-
munity effort, and we just fin-

Please see GAZEBO,
page 13
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Through the community coming together, this gazebo on
the lawn of the former Thornton W. Burgess Middle School
received some TLC to give it new life for all to enjoy.

HISTORICAL WILBRAHAM

Another look at the Colonial Valuations of Wilbraham

Who was on the list
of taxpayers
in 17717

By Charles F. Bennett
Times Editor Emeritus

Peck. In our July 31 issue
of the Times we had includ-
ed four well-known early
settlers of town just prior to
the Revolutionary War. We
thought it appropriate to in-
clude Lt. Thomas Merrick,
Daniel Warner, Isaac Brewer

and Lt. William

e are
taking
another

look at the 1771
valuations that
were included in
two histories of
Wilbraham,  the
one by Rufus P.
Stebbings in 1863
and the second one
written for 1913
by Civil War and Gettysburg
cavalry veteran Chauncey

King, this month.

As we men-
tioned in the last
month’s column,
there were 92
dwelling  hous-
es and three tan
houses listed.
The population in
1771 was about
800. The valua-
tion of 1771 gives
us an important piece of the
historical record that provides

(Charles F. Bennett photo)
The Isaac Brewer House, at 473 Main St, in the center of
Wilbraham, is now owned by Paul and Holly Murray.

us some interesting facts
about what life was like for
Wilbraham folks back then.

Lt. Thomas Merrick

The Merrick family name
is well known in Wilbraham.
Probably the most notable
Merrick was the first minis-
ter of the first church in town
Rev. Noah Merrick.

There is a granite marker
on the corner of the east side
of Federal Lane and Main
Street, soon to be replaced
by the Historic Commission,
that reads: “First Church Wil-
braham Organized here, June
24, 1741 It commemorates
the site of where the first
church was established and

Please see HISTORY, page 8

Families
enjoy
Bilingual
Storytime
at WPL

By Angelina Acevedo
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - On the
morning of Aug. 15, young
children were welcomed to

Bilingual Storytime with
Miss Brooklyn Rosas at the
library.

Held in the Brooks Room,
kids learned words in Span-
ish, and practiced speaking
and listening to Rosas during
the event. The focus for this
session was learning numbers
up to 10.

Rosas started by reading
the kids a picture book about
numbers and friendship, all
while the kids sat on mats
with a number beneath them.
After listening to the story,
Rosas and her mother, Mrs.
Rosas, would ask the kids to
say their number in Spanish,
and then hop that many times.

After learning how to
count in Spanish up to 10,
the kids had the opportunity
to get either one or two stick-
ers from Rosas by telling her
either “uno” or “dos”, and if
they requested a specific col-
or, she taught them how to say
it in Spanish.

Once everyone returned
to their mat, Rosas and Mrs.
Rosas taught the common-
ly known song “Open Shut
Them,” but in Spanish. Along
with the comparison of open-

Please see BILINGUAL,
page 8
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Selecthoard shares updates on hiring searches

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Se-
lectboard provided updates
on several hiring searches
during their Aug. 4 meeting.

First, the part-time ac-
counting position.

Town Administrator Bri-
an Domina said the job was
advertised for several weeks,
yielding 16 applications.

“Four candidates were
interviewed Tuesday and
Wednesday of last week. The
interviews were conducted
by myself, the treasurer, the
collector and assistant collec-
tor,” Domina said. “We have
a recommendation to the
board if you want to hear it.”

For this role, the unani-
mous recommendation was
for Elise Diemand contingent
upon a favorable reference
and background check con-
ducted by Domina.

After Chair John Flynn
asked if salary or wages were
discussed, he asked this.

“So, she was familiar with
what the advertised ranged
was listed, etc?” Flynn said.

“Yes, it was listed in the
job advertisement,” Domina
said.

When Selectboard Mem-
ber Don Davenport asked to
learn more, Domina replied
Diemand has “extensive ac-
counting experience in the
private sector for many years,
some with a quite large inter-
national corporation.”

“Took time off from work
to do some family stuff, so
they’re looking to get back
into the workforce. The part-
time position seems appro-
priate. I’'m not concerned that
they’re looking for some-
thing full-time and accept-
ing part-time because there’s
nothing else,” Domina said.
“They live in a nearby town,
so I think they’re within a
20-minute drive. I did inform
them of the resources avail-
able so that they can become
proficient in municipal ac-
counting which is a little dif-
ferent than private sector ac-
counting, but I think overall
their attitude and demeanor is
going to be a good fit for the
town hall staff here.”

On the hours, the role
was listed as 15 to 20 hours
a week.

“We think that would be
appropriate for the level of
work that’s required,” Domi-
na said. “We don’t see this
position going full-time in a
long, long, long time, if ever
because our budget and our
work is semi-fixed.”

On the question of remote
and/or on-site, Domina said
at least one day on-site would
be wanted.

“But my understanding is
that they would be looking
to do two, if not all the time
in the office,” Domina said.
“Two or three days in the of-
fice.”

As for the start date, that
is still in the works.

After unanimous approval
from the board, the next role
discussed was the Town Fa-
cilities Manager.

“This position was adver-
tised around the same time
period. We had a total of 29
applicants, interviews were
offered to seven candidates,
five accepted interviews,
four actually showed up to
the interview,” Domina said.
“Four candidates were inter-
viewed last Wednesday and
last Thursday by myself,
Chairman Flynn and Mark

Langone, highway superin-
tendent.”

The unanimous recom-
mendation for this one was to
Herb Foley contingent upon a
favorable reference and back-
ground check conducted by
Domina.

Flynn said “there were
some good candidates.”

“One of the things that
did sway us obviously for
Mr. Foley is the knowledge
he brings to the position,
and with the short window
we have with our aggressive
schedule getting over there,
it’s important that Brian has
somebody who’s already in-
timately familiar with the
building and he can delegate
something to rather having
someone babysit a new per-
son coming on, and that was
kind of critical,” Flynn said.
“The other thing, he was
pretty forthright in saying he
was not planning on making
this a short-term thing. He
planned on making this—if
you will—even the rest of his
career. So, that does speak to
me. I’m not looking to pick
somebody that’s going to
be there for a year and then
move on. That doesn’t help

the town at all.”

After further discussion,
Foley was unanimously ap-
proved by the board with the
contingencies in place.

Flynn then added the
Board of Assessors is also
working on replacing the
Chief Assessor.

And finally, an update on
the hiring search for a new
police chief.

The update comes after
Chief Scott Trombly retired
from the police department
on July 17.

Domina explained that
the deadline for priority ap-
plications was Aug. 1 and re-
sponses were received from
12 applicants.

“So, we’ll compile those
together and the first step
with our consultant is to nar-
row that number down so
that number down. So, those
12 down to possibly four or
five candidates to send to the
Assessment Center,” Domina
said. “So, that’ll be likely at
the next meeting as a topic
for discussion.”

The Selectboard’s
meeting is on Aug. 18.

next

Alzheimer’s
Fundraiser
Dinner Dance

HAMPDEN - The senior
center will be holding an Alz-
heimer’s Fundraiser Dinner
Dance on Saturday, Aug. 23,
from 5:30 to 9 p.m.

Join us for the Annual
Fundraiser Dinner Dance for
the Alzheimer’s Association.

Dinner, dancing, raffle
prizes and Cash Bar.

Tickets are $30 per person
paid in advance.

Call 566-5588 to re-
serve your seat or stop in to
the Hampden Senior Center
Monday through Friday from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. to purchase
your tickets.

Musical Guests:
Record

Brush off your dancing
shoes and get ready for the
event of the year!

Enjoy a stuffed chicken
breast dinner and delicious
dessert while supporting a
great cause, the Alzheimer’s
Association!

This event is generously
sponsored by GreatHorse,
Tudor House and Monson
Savings Bank.

Off the

Lake81de Inn to return to Wllbraham S Nlne Mlle Pond

WILBRAHAM - Hamp-
den residents John Sullivan
and Joseph Sullivan have
purchased the former Lake-
side Inn at 2589 Boston
Road in Wilbraham.

The pair, who closed on
the property in December,
plan to restore and remod-
el the Boston Road land-
mark into a 15-room bou-
tique hotel with an attached
restaurant and private kayak
launch. In addition to their

hospitality businesses - Na-
than Bill’s Bar & Restaurant,
East Village Tavern, The
Boulevard Tavern & Grill,

11, |
A

and Sullivan’s Allen Package
Store - the Sullivans are also
redeveloping Island Pond
Plaza.

566-0028

32 Somers Rd.
Hampden, MA

RICHARD R. GREEN
— Insurance Agengy, Inc——

e AUTO « HOME ¢ BUSINESS ¢ LIFE

® Great Locations ® Registry Service
* Quotes Gladly Given ® We Make Housecalls

Please Visit Our Website For an
Auto, Homeowners, or Life Insurance Quotes

Two Locations:

Fax: 413-267-3496

Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com
www.richardgreeninsurance.com

Monson, MA

128 Main St.

267-3495

Independend
fagirano

Agent

Photos courtesy of Greg Cormier Media

They say the Lakeside Inn
project will honor the site’s
mid-century history while
adding modern comfort and
amenities, with a 2026 open-
ing planned.

25 MPH town-wide speed
limit goes into effect

WILBRAHAM - In May
2025, the Wilbraham annual
town meeting voted to adopt
MGL 90/17C, instituting a
25 MPH town-wide speed
limit for town owned roads
in unposted thickly settled
residential & business dis-
tricts.

Simply put, all thickly
settled roads currently lack-
ing speed limit signage will
default to a 25 MPH speed
limit. This will primarily
enhance the safety of our
residential  neighborhoods
where most roadways have
always defaulted to a 30
MPH speed limit.

This change is part of our
ongoing efforts to improve
road safety for drivers and
vulnerable road users like
pedestrians and  cyclists.
Signs have been installed at
nearly all roadways as you
enter the town.

Please note: This new
speed limit does not apply

ROBERTS ROOFS

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate e Copper e Architectural Shingles e Gutters
Historical Restoration e Flat Roofing
Snow Removal
Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

4
Trusted Name Since 1982

to roads where speed limits
have been posted. The exist-
ing speed limits will remain
in effect.

This includes all major
Town roadways:

* Boston Road, Route 20

* Main Street

* Stony Hill Road

* Springfield Street

* Tinkham Road

* Soule Road

* Dipping Hole Road,
etc.

In the next few weeks
officers will begin educating
violators, full enforcement
will begin on Sept. 1. We
appreciate your cooperation
in helping to make Wilbra-
ham a safer community for
everyone.

For questions or more
information, please contact
the Wilbraham Police De-
partment at 413-596-3838 or
the Wilbraham Highway De-
partment at 413-596-3060.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears.
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected
insertion, nor will be liable for
any error in an advertisement to
a greater extent than the cost of
the space occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

NOW

Call our office
to learn more

OA'\ufric

2 Convenient
Locations!

ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS!

about our practice

THE DOCTORS ARE IN...

Gary Nielan, M.D.

Kimberly Joyal Martins, M.D.

Amy Kasper, M.D.
Kimberly Dewey, M.D.
Priya Malik, M.D.

Thirza Lareau, M.D.
Melissa Maciborski, M.D.

\

Julia Komatsu, M.D.
Shatahdi Pinky, M.D.
Solmaz Masoudi, P.A.
Rachel McKenna, N.P.
Nicole Santos, LMHC
Rachel Kluk, LMHC

Most Insurances Accepted

2207 Boston Road, Wilbraham e 35 Turkey Hill Road, Suite 205, Belchertown
\(41 3) 599-1201 » Fax: (413) 596-2940 - www.pamcares.com
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Community makes voices heard
on Wilbraham Hill Climb

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The
community made their voic-
es heard on the Wilbraham
Hill Climb during the Select
Board’s Aug. 11 meeting.

This latest discussion—
which lasted nearly 90 min-
utes—comes after community
members voiced their sup-
port for the event during the
board’s July 28 meeting, with
the board approving at that
time to remain in discussion
with event co-organizers Ed
Cenedella and Jeff DeMarey
regarding an event on a date to
be determined in May 2026.

On June 30, reservations
were expressed by the Select
Board about holding the event
next year and a summary re-
port was presented by Police
Chief Ed Lennon.

After the discussion and
a motion presented by Vice
Chair Marc Ducey was with-
drawn, the board agreed on a
goal to review information—
including legal feedback—for
a decision by their Sept. 8
meeting.

Chair Michael Squindo
also stated near the end of the
discussion that residents can
reach out to the board mem-
bers and Select Board’s office
with their suggestions.

Check out this week’s edi-
tion to read more about the
concerns that were addressed.

Community Response

Rachel Connor experienced
her first Hill Climb in 2017 and
had shared her concerns with
DeMarey when he met with
her about bringing it back.

“I said ‘I'm worried about
a, b and ¢’ and he said, ‘I am so
sorry, 'm going to fix it with
a, b and ¢’ and he has done an
amazing job doing that. Putting
up the barriers, having the ho-
tline established, all of those
things have made this event
one that we love and we look

forward to,” Connor said.

Connor said the community
portion of the event is amazing.

“I'm from Wilbraham, I
grew up here, my parents grew
up here, so I've seen kind of
some of the other things in
town go to the wayside. We
lost the Peach Festival, that
was really upsetting. I'm rais-
ing my kids here and they don’t
have the same kind of commu-
nity events anymore that [ grew
up with,” Connor said. “The
Hill Climb is an amazing kind
of replacement for that event.
It’s kind of how we look at it
and we would love to see it
come back every year. I think
if we’re going to be a historical
town and talk about how proud
we are to be a historical town,
it’s important to not only pre-
serve our history, but kind of
push that history forward and
evolve that history and I think
that’s something that this event
has done really excellently and
I would love to see it continue
to evolve.”

Patrick Kiernan shared this
request.

“If you do it annually, can
we please make sure that those
that live in the affected area
have the ability to access their
house from the north and from
the south on Main Street, so it
is not easy to have to go all the
way around and deal with the
traffic that occurs because of
the Hill Climb to get to your
house,” Kiernan said. “So, if
it’s going to be annual, that
would just be the one big ask
I would have. Make sure that
that ability exists and that
those on Monson Road or in
of the roads off Monson Road
also have the ability to exit
or enter their house at certain
times. Because it’s not an easy
day to navigate.”

Kiernan added this thought
on yearly approval.

“Whatever decision you
make, I would encourage it
not to be a yearly they have
to come and ask for approval.
Because you should be able
to give some information for

the next five years, next three
years, whatever it may be as
long as it meets certain crite-
ria. That way people can plan,
the vendors can plan, the rac-
ers can plan. Whatever deci-
sion you make, I would just
encourage you to not have it
be a year-by-year scenario,’
Kiernan said. “I think the point
was made earlier that it’s hard
when you get approval in Jan-
uary to then do the things that
you need to do, so if you could
grant approval to say, ‘Hey,
it’s going to be every other
year for the next five years,
great. If you say it’s going to
be every year for the next five
years, give them some period
of time that they can work with
to meet with some of these
constraints, and please, for the
curmudgeons out there, if you
can let us access our houses,
we’d love it.”

Benjamin Bragg, who in-
spects the vehicles, said the
VSCCA is a “very, very safe-
ty-conscious club,” addressing
earlier concerns presented by
Ducey about safety.

“Every vehicle is inspect-
ed, every driver is vetted. To
become a member that has
driving credentials, we would
have to go through school and
any driver that has infractions
are severely dealt with very
quickly. The most is 1313,
which is 13 months suspen-
sion, 13 months probation,”
Bragg said. “All of the people
on the hill are trained in safety
measures, crowd control and
know what to do if there’s an
unlikely incident.”

Bragg added everyone
who’s part of the club is happy
to be part of it.

“I cannot emphasize more
how we as a club love this
event and would love to see it
continue,” Bragg said.

A statement from Mary-
Kate Holman and the Holman
Family was also read into the
record at this meeting. Check
out this week’s edition for that
statement.

MRHS Class of 1970 55th Class Reunion

WILBRAHAM - Hello
fellow classmates!

The Reunion Committee
for the 50 + 2 reunion held in
2022 has stayed together and
planned a reunion for Sep-
tember 13, 2025 from 1 to 5

Shure the Ad

p-m. at the Taproom on Bos-
ton Road In Wilbraham.

It is probably our last
reunion and we very much
want to see as many class-
mates as we can get together.
This event is casual and food

cnturc witnt
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2026 Norwegian
Cruise Line /=

NORWEGIAM

? CRUSED LINE®

Bermuda and Nova Scotla Aat s e

being served buffet style.
Let others in your class
know! Please and thank you.
Pre-registration required.
You can register and pay
through https://www.event-
create.com/e/mrhs70.
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Hampden
Historical
Society
holding Ice
Cream Social

HAMPDEN - On
Thursday, August 28, 2025
at 6:30 p.m., The Hampden
(MA) Historical Society
presents an Ice Cream So-
cial. at Academy Hall, 616
Main Street.

This month’s speaker
will be Dana Pixley, a life-
long resident of Hampden.
He will be presenting a talk
on “ History of the Roads
of Hampden”.

He will share his
knowledge and expertise
acquired from his 43 years
working in the highway
department and as superin-
tendent until his retirement
in 2016. He is presently
the town’s Tree Warden.

We welcome you to
join us for this interesting
group as we enjoy some
complimentary ice cream.
Let’s make some new ac-
quaintances, and get to-
gether with old friends and
neighbors, and make new
ones.

It is a nice friendly
group. All are welcome!

We are also looking to
recruit new members of all
ages to revitalize the group
by bringing in new energy
and fresh perspectives and
ideas and to modernize
our methods of communi-
cation. ** Looking for IT
people to help us create a
website. **

On behalf of Linda
Krawiec, President of The
Historical Society.  She
can be reached by phone at
(413) 566-8447. with any
questions.

Written and submitted
by new member- Linda
Paquette who is in charge
of Communication and
Publishing. She can be
reached at HampdenHis-
toricalSociety.lp @ gmail.
com. -

with Norwegian
Cruise Line

Book now 7
for Best Cabin
Location!

HORWEGIAN
P SRINSE LINE"
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> May 24-31, 2026 from $1699
7-Night Halifax & Bermuda Cruise-Aboard Norwegian Breakaway

> July 19-26, 2026 from $1699
7-Night Halifax & Bermuda Cruise-Aboard Norwegian Breakaway

|".F

Oct.4......... Stockbridge — Rockwell Museum.............. $120
Oct. 18....... Turkey Train.... $175
Dec.7........ Water for Elephants at PPAC .................... $120
March 11... Tropical Costa Rica..........c.coeeseneurenne from $3569

May 2026 .. 8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise ...from $1699

» August 30-September 6, 2026 from $1699
7-Night Canada & New England Cruise-Aboard Norwegian Breakaway

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com
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THE BEST FRESH

LOCALLY GROWN!
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FARMERS'

Local Tield Grown
TOMATOES!

Red, Ripe & Delicious
Plum & Cherry Tomatoes Too!

Loecally Grown

,,,,,

;’ SWEET CORN!
s‘ SWEET WHITE CORN TOO!
| W

rnEsn BI.IIIEGI;E&I)I%IES

New Crop Local Apples, Green Peppers,”

Eggplant, Yellow & Green Beans,
Yellow & Green Squash, ; ‘

RediRaspberries & Local Cantaloupes!*

PACK A PICNIC
FROM RANDALL’S

Boar’s Head
Golden Classic Chicken........... $12.99/Ib
Boar’s Head
Dill Havarti Cheese ...........ccenee... $8.99/1b
Boar’s Head
Sweet B’s BBQ Chicken........... $12.99/Ib
Boar’s Head
American Cheese.........cceeerrueenee. $6.99/1b

GOURMET SANDWICHES & SUMMER SALADS
Fresh Baked Cookies, Pies & Muffins

Randall’s Blueberry Sour Cream Pie!
Keep The Deer Away From Your Gar}len

DEER REPELLENT ¢ \( £
PLANTS 20% OFF 8

Rose Of Sharon, é
Japanese Maple, y y
Butterfly Bush, COreopSi'sf 4

Rudbeckia “Black Eyed Susan
& Echinacea “Coneflower”

Summer

5 Stem
Bunches

$9.99

IN HONOR OF NATIONAL /

BANANA SPLIT DAY
Monday, August 25th

- ONE DAY ONLY -
$6 Banana Splits

Elsie’s Creamery
i;aThe Best Homemade Ice Cream

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e« 589-7071  www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM
Find us on and You({T)

E E .

New Owners ﬁm 5

Units & Sizes Available:
Climate Controlled 5x10/10x10
Regular Units 5x10/10x10/10x15/10x20/10x30

COMPLETE
STORAGE

413-308-6904

148 Carmelinas Circle Ludlow, MA

W Outside Parking Spaces Also
l Available for Boats, RVs, Trailers, Etc.

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

 Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park
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DL&G TREE

Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Storm
Damage

Stump
Grinding

Lot
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

413-418-4212

t: ¥ ; ‘:I"' 1
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i
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED
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Holman Family statement on Wilbraham Hill Climb

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - During
the Aug. 11 discussion with
the Select Board on the Wil-
braham Hill Climb, a state-
ment from Mary-Kate Hol-
man and the Holman Family
was read into the record.

The statement, read by
Clerk Sue Bunnell, was re-
ceived earlier that day.

It was part of a nearly
90-minute discussion on the
event where event co-orga-
nizers Jeff DeMarey and Ed
Cenedella and the Select
Board addressed concerns
and residents shared their
thoughts.

After the discussion and
an order presented by Vice
Chair Marc Ducey was with-
drawn, the board agreed on a
goal to review information—
including legal feedback—for
a decision on the event by
their Sept. 8 meeting.

Chair Michael Squindo
also stated that residents can
reach out to the board mem-
bers and Select Board’s office
with their suggestions.

The Statement

For the history, Bunnell
read it was a “one-time event
in 1908 during which car
manufacturers used Monson
Road—the hill—for early au-
tomobile testing” and was not
continual.

“The modern incarnation
was also, originally, a one-
time event as part of the over-
all Wilbraham 250 celebra-

tion. The founding members
of this modern event were
Paul Maguire, DPW Retired,
and Joan Paris who brought
the idea to the town to inter-
nationally recognize resident
auto expert and racer George
Holman Sr., George Holman
Jr. and family including my-
self, Mary Holman. Keith
Corbitt was brought on board
to help with the additional
Early Brass Era HCC Auto
Show,” Bunnell read.
Holman’s statement said
given the history of the event,
a decision was made to re-
strict to entrants with Pre-War
and Pre-World War I Era cars.
“Studying the route and
road restrictions of the pro-
posed event, the state of
Massachusetts upon review
forbade any actual racing and
required this be held and re-
ferred to only as a historical
recreation,” Bunnell read.
“Only using Early Era cars
because holding any actual
races on Massachusetts pub-
lic ways is illegal. For this
reason, a similar event in
Springfield we were working
on was ultimately shelved as
it proved too much a liabili-
ty along their streets. We re-
ceived restricted permission
to hold a historical reenact-
ment only as an exception
and were careful to limit ref-
erences to this versus racing
and to limit to very Early Era,
which were less likely to be-
come dangerous on this route.
There have sadly been deadly
crashes along mountain and
Monson Roads during the
decades and we were keen to

run a slow and safe event not
only to protect the racers, but
the residents and the town as
well.”

Size and scope were limit-
ed too, including the entrants
to members of VSCCA with
Pre-War and Pre-World War 1
classes “and others.”

“Drawing from this group,
we established the event un-
der their auspices, which pro-
vided safe race-trained driv-
ers who observe the special
safety limitations, etc, as well
as most importantly, requiring
their special race oversight,
expert safety oversight, me-
chanical evaluations of every
auto and driver guidelines,
flaggers, timers, experts from
the start line the entire way
through the course and return
(to) town. Our family prop-
erty at 583 Main was used as
“The Pit” and we held inspec-
tions there, etc,” Bunnell read.

The most important issue
of all Holman mentioned was
liability insurance “covering
not only the drivers and club,
but the town in the case of an
unforeseen accident, etc.”

“Sadly, things do go
wrong even in the best of cir-
cumstances and Wilbraham as
a town would face potentially
bankrupting liability if not
covered by the VSCCA event
safety oversight and liability
coverage,” Bunnell read.

The statement also said
the event was “only ever in-
tended” to be held as a VSC-
CA-Only official event.

“This gives safety and lia-
bility to the experts and while
Jeff (DeMarey) is a helpful

volunteer, he has been inter-
ested in doing this event and
has already as a non-VSCCA
event, which is highly dan-
gerous and concerning. We
admire his enthusiasm, but
as an insurance person, not a
racer himself, our concern (is)
he may not realize what these
risks are and how the town is
very exposed running it year-
ly as a non-VSCCA official
event,” Bunnell read. “We
are dismayed to hear public
commentary that this motion
is political when it simply
revolves around safety and
liability, protecting the town
from a potentially dangerous
outcome should an accident
occur.”

Holman’s statement also
said DeMarey came on to as-
sist when the family took a
step back after the COVID-19
pandemic due to healthcare
limitations, with the event
suspended and unsure “if
we would resurrect it at all
because, again, it was a one-
time event in 1908” and “in-
tended one time in 2013.”

“But given its popularity
then, upon request from the
public, we sought to run it oc-
casionally—no more than bi-
annually—and we identified
this going forward in all of the
literature. So, we did in 2013,
2015, 2017, etc. Then COVID
hit,” Bunnell read. “When we
were doing biannual, we were
also taking into account the
amount the event disrupted
the town based on street shut-
downs, etc, etc and always
tried to work with neighbors
affected and assure them that

this was only ever going to be
atwo or three year event, etc.”

Holman’s statement noted
after COVID and DeMarey
stepped in as a volunteer and
with health issues amongst
other board members, “there
seemed to be a misunder-
standing.”

“The stated intent was
that the event be occasional
rather than yearly due to its
cost logisitics, inconvenience
as well as the draining and
dampening effect it had on
other beloved local activities
such as the Library Plant Sale
that originally suffered, the
Peach Festival which origi-
nally we worked with to hold
discreet and separate events
to alternate years to preserve
their sponsors and vendors
because most likely will par-
ticipate in one large event
per year,” Bunnell read. “The
more recent additions of the
Wilbraham Hill Climb have
greatly expanded to include
modern cars, modern racers,
craft fair, etc etc, far beyond
its approved scope by Mass
General Law anti-racing laws
as it was supposed to empha-
size vintage racing autos, etc.”

The last point was about
it being a nonprofit Wilbra-
ham-focused event, with
funds above-cost donated
to the Minnechaug Region-
al High School Scholarship
Committee.

“Jeff has shifted this event
to his private foundation. He
may have good intent, but this
is not the original intent for
extra funds. They were to stay
with students at Minnechaug

and be administered by the

School Committee/Founda-

tion,” Bunnell read.
Holman’s statement con-

cluded that while “we are not
against the WHC continu-
ing, but think for safety and
liability reasons as well as
common courtesy for those
for whom this event would
legitimately  inconvenience
travel-wise” the Select Board
should review and consider
the following items “to main-
tain its original scope, safety
and intent.”

e The event be biannual at
the most.

e The event be contingent
“upon an officially-sanc-
tioned and via run-VSC-
CA event with full safety
programming, mechanical
oversight, liability cov-
erage, etc’ along with a
VSCCA liaison—a sep-
arate role from the event
coordinator—like a Hol-
man family member or
another VSCCA member
in good standing, for ex-
ample, to oversee coordi-
nation and safety

e Cars should be limited
to Pre-War/World War I
VSCCA-group racers with
“adequate training and
safety oversight”

e Minnechaug Scholarship
Committee/Foundation
should be reinstated/re-
quired “as the sole benefit-
ing charity” and “any and
all financials be public/
transparent and reported
to the town’s admin for
oversight, transfer and ad-
ministration”

MYSTERY from page 1

would be beneath her to mar-
ry him but doesn’t stay to hear
Cathy declare that he is her
soulmate, Crosier explained.

Heathcliff leaves rough
and uneducated but returns
three years later wealthy and
polished. “Shadows on the
Heath” details the process of
his transformation.

Crosier visited the Bronté
home in West Yorkshire,
England, and spent hours
walking with her son, named
Heath, on the adjacent moors.

“I wondered how Bronté’s
view of the moors covered
in heath and heather and the
cemetery in front of her home
influenced what she wrote,”
Crosier said.

Over years of writing and
revising, Crosier labored to
ensure the language in her

book was true to the time pe-
riod and that her descriptions
of plants,
animals and
even card
games are all
accurate.
“After a
while it was
hard to let
Heathcliff
go,”  Crosier
said. “When
I finished the
book it felt as if

opportunity to meet her.

“I would want to know
if she based
Heathcliff on
someone she
knew,” Crosier
said.

Crosier
is  currently
writing  an-
other book,
a  “Wuther-
ing Heights”
prequel ten-
tatively  ti-

something was tled  “Boy
missing in my Unknown.”
life because I'd This one
been working imagines
with him every Heathcliff’s
day.” J back-

One  au- japet Crosier took this haunting (o ry
dience mem- photo of a lone tree on the before
ber wondered pyitish moors for the cover of he ap-
what Crosier «ghadows on the Heath.” pears in
would ask

Emily Bronté if she had the

DEADLII\IES

In observance of LABOR DAY,
there will be an
EARLY AD DEADLINE
To advertise,
place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, August 28

— Thank you!

ATURLEY PUBLICATION

www.turley.com

“Wuthering Heights.”

Simultaneously she is
writing “Stained Tears,” a
novel set in a Massachusetts
state asylum, where those

with mental deficiencies,
orphans and others were
housed.

Deb Gormley of Ludlow,
a retired Soule Road School
teacher, purchased both
“Heathcliff” and “Weymouth
House” at the reading.

Before coming to hear
Crosier, she had brushed
up on her remembrance of
“Wuthering Heights.” Hear-
ing Crosier speak, Gormley
said, inspired her to find time
to read novels again.

“This was fantastic,”
Gormley said. “It gives you
the impetus to get going.”

Crosier’s books are inde-
pendently published and can
be purchased on Amazon.

HAMPDEN - On Friday
Sept. 5, 12:30 pm at The
Hampden Senior Center,
104 Allen Street Hampden.

A local author and his-
torian, JR Greene will be
visiting and talking about
his book, “The Creation of
Quabbin Reservoir” Mr.
Greene has published many
books about the Quabbin
and Pre-Quabbin history of
The Swift River Valley.

Mr. Greene also pub-
lished an Atlas about the
Quabbin region in 1975 and
he said that the history of the
four towns that disappeared
from the map more than 85
years ago remains a fasci-
nating subject for readers.

Come and hear the sto-

o Overgrown property?

Local author talk at Hampden
Senior Center Sept. 5

ries he has to tell and learn
all about the towns beneath
the Quabbin. JR Greene will
bring his books to sell which
range from $10 to $25 and
will be autographed upon
request.

Cash only will be accept-
ed to purchase the books, as
a reminder.

Please call the Hamp-
den Senior Center at (413)
566 5588 to reserve your
space and if you would like
lunch that day at the center
at Noon, please advise the
receptionist when you make
your call.

If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Joan
Shea 566-8224. Looking
forward to seeing all of you.

e Excavator Services ® Extreme Brush Cutting!

e Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal * Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
e Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand * Storm Clean-up ¢ Small Demo ¢ Insured

R

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 « office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net

TR E E

OBINSON

S ERVICE

SAVINGS & SAMPLES

DELANEY'S
‘M A R K E T

-READYMADE MEALS-
FRESH, LOCAL, HEAT-AND-SERVE MEALS

LONGMEADOW
WEST SPRINGFIELD -

Offer valid for purchases over $30 (entrees and sides only).
Offer expires 8/31/2025.

e SOUTHHADLEY -

WILBRAHAM
WESTFIELD
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SOCIAL SECURIT

I

By Russell Gloor

1l

I’'m still confused about Medicare
Part A and Part B enrollment

Dear Rusty:

I'm 64 and still working
full time, and plan to contin-
ue working at least until I'm
70 ~ it’s a good job, and 1
enjoy it.

My job comes with health
insurance, so I don’t really
need additional coverage,
but I understand 1 will be
required to sign up for Medi-
care Part A anyway when I
turn 65 next year. What 1
don’t understand is Part B:
A colleague of mine, who
is a little older than I am,
said she signed up for Part
B because a penalty will
be incurred if we wait until
we retire from our jobs and
actually need the additional
insurance. I’'m not sure she’s
right. Can you explain what
I should do?

Signed:

Confused About
Medicare

Dear Confused:

We’re happy to assist
you with understanding this.
First, enrolling in Medicare
Part A (coverage for inpa-
tient hospitalization service)
is mandatory to collect So-
cial Security after age 65. If
you do not plan to take your
Social Security benefits yet,
you can defer enrolling in
Part A until you claim So-
cial Security. But Medicare
Part A is also free to those
eligible for Social Security,
so there is little reason not
to enroll in Part A at age 65
and, when you claim Social
Security, you will be auto-
matically enrolled.

Part B, which is cover-
age for outpatient healthcare
services (doctors, medical
tests, etc.), is different. Part
B is always optional because
there is a premium associat-
ed with it (standard premium
is $185/month in 2025), but
nearly everyone over age
65 requires healthcare cov-
erage. If, however, you are
employed and have “cred-
itable” healthcare coverage
from your employer (“cred-
itable” is a group plan with
more than 20 participants),
then you can defer enroll-
ing in Medicare Part B un-
til your creditable employer
coverage ends. And you can
do so without incurring a
“late enrollment penalty” for
enrolling in Part B outside of
your Initial Enrollment Pe-
riod. When your creditable
coverage from your employ-
er ends, you will enter an
8-month Medicare “Special
Enrollment  Period,’which
permits you to enroll in Part
B without penalty.

Thus, as long as your

employer coverage is “cred-
itable,” you can defer enroll-
ing in Part B without penal-
ty. FYI, you can also enroll
in Part B a couple of months
prior to your employer cov-
erage ending, asking that
your Part B coverage starts
when your employer cover-
age ends, to avoid any gap
in healthcare coverage. Note
you will likely need your
employer to provide you
with proof of creditable cov-
erage when you later enroll
in Part B.

A couple of
thoughts:

If you require prescrip-
tion drug coverage when
your employer coverage
ends after age 65, you only
have 63 days to acquire that
drug coverage without incur-
ring a “Part D” (drug plan)
late enrollment penalty. So,
if needed, you should not
wait to get insurance cov-
erage for prescription drugs
after you employer coverage
ends.

If you now have a Health
Savings Account through
your employer, you should
discontinue any HSA con-
tributions well before (per-
haps as much as six months
before) your enrollment
in Medicare Part A. That’s
because Part A is not con-
sidered a “high deductible”
insurance plan (a “high de-
ductible” plan is a require-
ment for having a Health
Savings Account). If you do
not have an HSA, you need
not be concerned about this.
If you do, we can also pro-
vide you with more info on
this.

I hope this answers your
questions, but we are always
here to assist if you need
anything further. Contact us
at SSAdvisor @amacfounda-
tion.org or at(800-750-2622.

extra

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social Secu-
rity Administration or any
other governmental entity.
This article is intended for
information purposes and
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association To submit a
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for

reezing fruits and veg-
Fetables is an easy way
to preserve the harvest.
More nutrients are retained
by this method
of food preser-
vation than any
other, and the
color, flavor and
texture are as
close to fresh as
you can get.

Freezing
works by curb-
ing the growth
of organisms
that cause food
to spoil. The key to longev-
ity is to use packaging that
will keep out air and mois-
ture. Thick plastic freezer
bags, tight-fitting plastic
containers (square make bet-
ter use of freezer space than
round), or boilable bags that
are made for vacuum sealers
are all great options for that
purpose.

Fresh berries are easily
frozen whole. I've been do-
ing my share of that lately.
Any blackberries we don’t
eat get popped on an alumi-
num pie tin to freeze, once
frozen they are moved into
freezer containers where I
can easily take out just what
I need.

Many people also freeze
tomatoes whole, figuring that
it’s too hot to make sauce
now, but it won’t be in a cou-
ple of months. Thawing fro-
zen whole tomatoes makes
for easy skin removal.

Vegetables such as peas,
yellow and green beans,
broccoli and more are all eas-
ily frozen once you know the
method.

Here is how you do it:
Grab a pot from your cup-
board to blanch your produce
— this part of the process will
help to retain the desirable
characteristics that I men-
tioned above. You can blanch
by steaming or boiling.

Reportedly, steaming is
superior for nutrient preser-

vation.

While you wash and chop
your veggies to bite-size
pieces, bring a few inches of

i%‘; ‘e

water to a boil in a covered
pot equipped with a steam-
er basket. When the water
begins to boil hard insert a
single layer of veggies into
the basket and replace the lid
(this part is critical). Blanch
for 3-6 minutes, depending
on thickness, for broccoli
and 4 minutes for green or
yellow beans.

Don’t have a steamer
pot? Try boil blanching in-
stead. Bring a pot of water
to a rapid boil then carefully
immerse your vegetables to
avoid spattering. When the
water returns to a boil begin
timing.

Broccoli will take 2-3
minutes using this method;
beans need 3.

Once blanching is com-
plete, you must cool down
the produce as quickly as
possible to stop the cooking
process from going any fur-
ther. This is accomplished
by plunging the food into a
waiting bath of ice water.

I remember reading
somewhere that it should
stay in the bath for about as
long as it took to blanch it.
Once cooling is complete,
drain the veggies and allow
them to air-dry on a clean
towel.

This next step is a must if
you are freezing in big bags
rather than exact dinner-sized
portions: Line a cookie sheet
with freezer or waxed paper.

" This summer try freezing the harvest

Arrange your dry produce in
a single layer and pre-freeze
for an hour or two, then fill
your bag.

This way you
will be able to grab
exactly what you
need when mak-
ing a meal- pieces

won’t be frozen
together in a big
block.

Vacuum pack-
ers are great for
freezing din-
ner-sized portions.
Simply pack the
bags with your blanched,
air-dried veggies and seal.
Without one you can do a
good job of removing air
from your freezer bags by
simply squeezing out as you
can manually then inserting
a straw into an unsealed cor-
ner and inhaling to draw out
what remains.

The kids will find this
part of the preservation pro-
cess to be a lot of fun! Be
sure to label the contents
with the date — most produce
will keep for at least a year at
zero degrees.

For a more detailed look
at freezing and other types
of food preservation consult
these great books by Storey
Publishing: “The Beginner’s
Guide to Preserving Food at
Home” by Janet Chadwick
and “The Big Book of Pre-
serving the Harvest” by Car-
ol W. Costenbader.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 32 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

AMAC.

y daughter,
Paula and
family en-

joy watching a large
flock of cedar wax-
wings by the bridge
near Hardwick Pizza
in Gilbertville. They
also watch “tons” of
bats leave the chim-
ney of the old senior center
each night at dusk. Some
nights there must be about
50 of them. They fly out and
then make big circles around
the building while screech-
ing. They do a great job of
controlling the mosquitoes
population.

The cedar waxwing is one
of the few North American
birds that specialize in eating
fruit.

It can survive on fruit
alone for several months. It is
a silky smooth songbird with
a black mask, tan head and
breast, yellow belly and gray-
ish brown under parts. The
tail has a yellow band at the
tip and some wing feathers
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have By Ellenor Downer

waxy
red tips, hence the name wax-
wing.

Adults perch on high,
exposed perches where they
are easily seen and heard.
They also have a prominent
crest. During courtship males
and females pass a small
fruit or other item back and
forth. The cedar waxwing
is medium sized and sleek.
Their crest often lies flat and
droops over the back of the
head. Waxwings are social
birds and often seen in flocks
year round. They sit in fruit-
ing trees swallowing berries
whole or pluck them I mid-air
with a brief fluttering hover.
They also course over water

for insects, “fly-
ing like slightly,
clumsy swallows.”
It takes the fe-
male about five to
six days to build
a nest. They occa-
sionally take nest-
ing materials from
other birds nests.

Helping birds

A reader from South Had-
ley suggested I include a sec-
tion about ways to help birds.
She even provided several
tips for future columns. In hot
weather and during dry peri-
ods, it is important for birds
to have a clean, cool source
of water. Even something as
simple as putting out a bird
bath and water dishes and
keeping the water clean and
cool during the summer heat
will help birds.

Many people don’t realize
that birds get dehydrated and
the bird baths help them keep
cool but equally important,
maintain the health of their

Cedar waxwing

feathers. A bird bath doesn’t
have to be fancy, even an old
ceramic serving dish would
work as long as the water isn’t
too deep. One reader, who
sends emails quite frequently
has a more elaborate system
with a dripping water.

South Hadley birds

A South Hadley resident
emailed she hears an owl in
her neighborhood, but has
never seen it. She reported

seeing red tailed hawks and
turkey vultures. When she
sees road kill, she moves it to
a safe spot away from traffic
so that vultures don’t get hit
by cars.
Great blue heron at
McDonalds

Saturday night my daugh-
ter, Paula, took the girls to the
McDonald’s in Ware just as it
was getting dark. A great blue
heron flew into the parking lot
from the river across the street
and tried to unsuccessfully
land on top of a lamp post.
When it couldn’t, it flew just a
few feet over their heads into
the swamp in the back of the
parking lot.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message
at extension 100, emailing
mybackyard88@aol.com
or edowner@turley.com or
mailing to Barre Gazette, P.O.
Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.
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turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy

The TIMES will gladly correct
factual errors that appear in this paper
and can be substantiated. Corrections
or clarifications will always appear on
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail
or mailed communication to the editor
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
is published every Thursday by Turley
Publications, Inc. One year out of town
subscriptions are available at $45, out
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission
of news material, letters to the editor
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden
Times welcomes readers to
participate in this year’s election
campaigns by writing letters to
the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times,
care of Turley Publications, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed
10 413-289-1977 or emailed to
krivers@turley.com. Please include
a daytime telephone number for
verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered
for that Thursday’s newspaper.

No attack letters will be printed.
No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy
will be printed. If the volume of
letters received is larger than the
space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive,
the newspaper reserves the right
to print a representative sample.
No endorsement letters will be
printed in the last edition before the
election.

For more information, call the
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election
coverage, the newspaper plans to
print stories about contested races
for Congress, state Senate, state
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks
leading up to the election, as well
as a question-and-answer voters
guide. In order to ensure fairness
1o all candidates, no political press
releases will be printed, nor will
reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to
further publicize their candidacy,
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden
Times.
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Send us in
your
announcements!
Happy Birthdays,
Anniversaries, etc.
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Congratulations to
firefighter Nick Noto on
completing his year as a
probationary firefighter!
Nick has successfully
completed numerous
skill check-offs, training
evolutions, and in-house
training. Chief Andrews

We will pick one each week to run

ik S B, here free of charge, please keep it
firefighter shield thi *
r::gr:ﬂn;r shie 1S Submitted photo and caption Charlie Bennett :' ':. to Iess than 50 Words'

Vice President of the Atheneum Society Karen Geaghan leads
a discussion about ghostful experiences at the Aug. 10 Open
House of the Old Meeting House Museum. “Things happen over
and over again that can’t be explained, but you can feel the
energy,” said Geaghan.

Please send to krivers@turley.com
Photo and caption
courtesy of Wilbraham

Fire Department

B .
Day Campers enjoy

K9 Demonstration

Officers Gagner, Glenn & Ryan spent time
with Wilbraham Parks & Recreation
Department Day Camp at Spec Pond
alongside Monson Police Department
Massachusetts State Police and Hampden
County Sheriff’s Office providing K9
Demonstrations and public safety
information for campers

Scantic River
Brewery
Taproom

: === ~w turns one!

The Scantic River Brew-
ery Taproom One Year Anni-
versary Celebration was held
on Saturday, July 26. Featur-
ing their own Scantic River
craft beers, live music and a
buffet including sliders and
hotdogs.

Photo and caption courtesy of
Wilbraham Police Department

ABOVE: Owners
Dave Buel and
| Dave Avery

celebrated with
customers and
friends.

Photos by
Jocelyn Walker

Live music
featuring BRB
Band in the
afternoon and
Jacob Kordas in

Photo and caption courtesy of Hampden Fire Department
Officer Seega and Sergeant Roath stopped and visited some energetic future business

entrepreneurs. Excellent work on your stand and thank you! the evening.
THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:
OO0 000000000000 O0C0O0COCGS 2133 Boston Road ’
o , , ® Wilbraham M (yl/leﬂa/- SEAFOOD,
¢ - ® 413.271.1208 STEAK, PASTA,
o ViR " ®  rvarions PIZZA & SO MUCH MORE!
® RI STORJAINTE o Recommended Seasonal Specialty Drinks!
o ® Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm .
o [ ] ° F '- & S t- ].1 _10 g - H
: Join us for wonderful Italian Cuisine : " Sun. 12-aégm P Plus An Extensive Wine List
° and enjoy Live Music too! M ASK ABOUT HAVING YOUR SPECIAL EVENT WITH US!
Friday Friday Friday Friday Friday
Aug. 22 Aug. 29 Sept. 5 Sept. 12 Sept. 19
CHARLIE KEIR LUTHER ATOA LIVIO
BONGIOVI WHITE RIPLEY
\ i Saturday Saturday Saturday / Saturday 4 Saturday
Aug. 23 Aug. 30 Sept. 6 Sept. 13 & Sept. 20
LIVIO FREDDIE PETER CHARLIE ATOA
MARION NEWLAND BONGIOVI RIPLEY
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Turley photos by Angelina Acevedo

Kids and parents attending Bilingual Storytime with Miss Brooklyn Rosas.

BILINGUAL from page 1

ing and closing, they sang
along with other important
foundation words.

Big and small, please and
thank you, and fast and slow
were all learned in Span-
ish, which are “grande y
pequefio”, “por favor y gra-
cias”, and “rapido y lento”.

To end the storytime,
another Spanish remix of
“Open Shut Them” played,
and kids and their parents
had a dance party. The dance
party was the highlight of
the event for many of the
kids, and they enjoyed being
able to move along with their
friends to a fun, and educa-
tional, song.

When asked more about
the event, Rosas and Mrs.
Rosas said, “This was actu-
ally our idea that we came to
the library with. We saw that
events like this were avail-
able in other libraries, and
we thought we could help
teach Spanish to young kids
too.”

“We’ve only had a few
sessions of Bilingual Story-
time, but each one focuses on
a specific theme, something
that the kids would learn in
a kindergarten class. Our last
storytime focused on colors,
and we want to keep teach-
ing kids at the basic level. It’s
such a good thing to expose
kids to different cultures so
they can just, keep learning

(fOP= iy

Miss Brooklyn Rosas reading a Spanish picture book about
numbers and friendship.

new things,” they said.

Rosas is a high school
student at Minnechaug Re-
gional High School who
grew up speaking Span-
ish, but also takes rigorous
honors Spanish classes at
school. She has taken honors
Spanish two, three, and is
planning to take four during
her junior year.

Rosas has also received
the Sophomore World Lan-
guage Award, as well as tak-
en a trip to Spain to further
her Spanish education.

“Learning another lan-
guage, like Spanish, is such

an important and useful skill
to have, especially for young
kids. Knowing two languag-
es helps with growing up and
learning, and also gives them
an upper hand in school. It’s
just such a huge benefit for
the kids to know now and
later in life,” Rosas said.

The next Bilingual Sto-
rytime with Rosas is sched-
uled for Friday, Aug. 22 at
9:30 a.m, and registration is
currently open for the event,
and it is a guarantee that any
child will have an amazing
time starting their journey to
learn other languages.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
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Scan to Order

Enter with a Delivery Order

THE GRAND PRIZE
Two (2) 17-Day Adult Value
Passes for the 2025 Big E fair!

Experience all 17 days of New
England’s greatest tradition.

=

GET A $1 PRE-ROLL
& ENTER TO WIN!

Place any delivery order at
blazexpress-com and use
code BIGE at checkout. You'll
get a pre-selected 1g Pre-
Roll for just $1and be
automatically entered to win!

The BlazeXpress
“Big E Blaze to Win’ Sweeptstakes!

Or Call to Order:
(413) 412-8525

WO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN

1. Visit our website at BlazeXpress.com to browse our menu of premium, lab-tested cannabis products.

2. Place an order for delivery to your home.

3. At checkout, use the promo code BIGE to receive a pre-selected 1g Pre-Roll for just $1.

4. Each completed delivery using the promo code BIGE between now and Sept. 9, 2025, will automatically
earn you one (1) entry into the sweepstakes. Limit one entry via this method per person, per day.

Free Mail-in Entry NO PURGHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN
BlazeXpress “Big E Blaze to Win” Sweepstakes, PO Box 6403, Holyoke, MA 01041. Mail-in entries must be
postmarked by Sept. 9, 2025, and received by September 10th, 2025. Limit one mail-in entry per person.
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HISTORY from page 1

its minister, Rev. Noah Mer-
rick, a 1731 graduate of Yale.
was ordained.

In 1748, after much wran-
gling by the citizenry, a church
building (or meetinghouse)
was erected on Wigwam Hill
off of Tinkham Road where
Noah Merrick resided and
preached.

In the modern era Charles
Merrick and his son Llewel-
lyn were popular figures in
town. Charles Merrick, an au-
thoritative historian, was the
editor of the 1963 “History
of Wilbraham” and one of the
founders of the Atheneum So-
ciety of Wilbraham. Llewel-
lyn was a trustee of the Wil-
braham Library and an active
member of United Church.
There was hardly anyone in
mid-20th century and into the
2000’s who didn’t know them.

For our purposes, we not-
ed that Lt. Thomas Merrick,
a cousin of Rev. Noah Mer-
rick, was at the top of the list
of the 1771 Valuations, which
reported that Thomas Mer-
rick owned a large amount of
money, 220 English pounds.
Only Deacon Nathaniel War-
riner had more money at 754
pounds.

Thomas served as a lieu-
tenant in the French and In-
dian War (1755-1760) on the
Green Mountain Patrol. He
was moderator of the first An-
nual Town Meeting and led
the important town meeting of
1770 that first supported patri-
ots in Boston and their efforts
to cease trading and stop im-
porting taxed goods from En-
gland. It was the beginning of
revolutionary fervor against
the British Crown and showed
that Wilbraham was sympa-
thetic to the cause.

The Valuations showed
he owned two horses, 12 cat-
tle and 23 goats and sheep.
Thomas Merrick had 31 acres
of pasture and tillage and grew
nine tons of hay a year on his
farm in the south of town near
the current Hampden line. But
he did not brew any cider like
his contemporary Moses Burt
who brew 20 barrels a year.
Merrick died at the age of 82
in 1785 and is buried in Ad-
ams Cemetery.

Daniel Warner

Daniel Warner is another
early settler who was connect-
ed to the organizing of the first
church and the ordaining of
Rev. Merrick as the first min-
ister that we mentioned above.
In fact, the piece of land we
spoke about that was to host
the formal ceremony that was
scheduled to be on the lawn
owned Warner at 574 Main
St., right by where Federal
Lane is now. It is the same
spot where the Historic Com-
mission will replace the worn
out granite monument.

When Merrick, Warner,
Nathaniel Warriner and others
gathered, it started to rain, so
the group moved to shelter in
the Warriner’s barn, later to
become part of the Bennett
Turkey Farm.

Warner and his wife Jeru-
sha came to town in 1733, the
third family to settle here. His
daughter Comfort was the first
child born here in 1734.

Warner owned three hors-
es, 10 cattle and eight goats.
In 1771 he had 40 acres of
tillage that he mowed. He
brewed 12 barrels of cider and
yielded 14 tons of hay a year.

Issac Brewer
A religious man, Issac
Brewer was born in 1713. His
father, Rev. Daniel Brewer
was one of the first pastors

57 Years Ago
Political Signs Ordered Down

Here is a news clipping
reported by my mom, Eth-
el M. Bennett, who was the
Wilbraham correspondent
for the Springfield dai-
ly newspaper The Morn-
ing Union from the 1940s
through 1970s. From a Au-
gust 1968 edition. “Anthony
Mascaro, building inspec-
tor, Friday ordered immedi-

ate removal of all political
signs from properties in
residential areas. Zoning
regulations prohibit unau-
thorized signs in such areas.

The only areas where
political signs are not in
violation of zoning regula-
tions are business districts,
excluding town-owned

property.”

of Old First Church in Court
Square. Issac came to Wil-
braham in 1736, not long af-
ter marrying Mary Bliss of
Springfield. They settled and
farmed just down the street
from the first settler Nathaniel
Hitchcock at 603 Main St. and
his neighbor Deacon Nathan-
iel Warriner at 599 Main St.

Their dwelling at 473
Main St. was also a tavern
during its early years and was
the scene of many town meet-
ings. The Brewer family occu-
pied the house for 160 years
until 1898. You couldn’t tell
it from the evaluation in 1771
but the Merrick History book
lists them as becoming sub-
stantial landowners, owning
land all the way up to the Me-
morial School property.

Today the house is owned
by Paul and Holly Murray,
longtime Wilbraham residents
who cherish the house for its
historical value and take good
care of it.

Isaac Brewer owned two
horses, four cattle, seven
goats, and had 24 acres of till-
age. He raised a large amount
of bushels of grain, 132 acres,
and probably that he was ac-
quiring more and more land
then. But, he wasn’t much of
a drinker and only brewed six
barrels of cider compared to
his friend Nathaniel Bliss who
brewed 25 barrels.

Lt. William King

Nowadays, when you look
back, we think its important
that some of our own men
from Wilbraham responded
to the Lexington Alarm, what
we now call the Battle of Con-
cord and Lexington 250 years
ago. They were true “Minute
Men”.

According to the “Histor-
ical Address at the Centen-
nial Celebration in 1863” by
Rufus Stebbins, Wilbraham
sent a contingent of 34 “Min-
ute Men” to what they called
“The Lexington Alarm”. The
Wilbraham men were led by
Capt. James Warriner in April
of 1775 for 10 days. The State
Rolls recorded in December
of 1775:

“We marched in defense
of of Ammerican (sic) Liberty
on ye Alarm last April (1775)
occasioned by the Lexington

e ik

(Digital Commonwealth photo)

The Issac Brewer House in 1893. The house was a tavern
during its early years and was the scene of many town

meetings.

(Charles F. Bennett photo)
Do you know the story behind these lonely steps on the
south side of the Village Store? What was behind the
walled off section above them? If you know what these
steps served, email chennett4765@charter.net.

Fight with ye number of of-
ficers & soldiers, time of ser-
vice distance from home what
due to each according to his
character agreeable to a late
Resolve of the great and Gen.
court of this Colony.”

Lt. William King and two
other officers marched with
the men for 180 miles from
home. Stories were hand-
ed down that the Wilbraham
Selectmen gave each soldier
a horse, musket and powder
horn and sent them off on
their patriotic way.

King had served in the
French and Indian War at
Crown Point in 1755. After
Lexington he became Com-
mander of the 7th Co. He
lived on Glendale Road with
a lot of goats. It was said that
a goat, found dead on a moun-
tain in Hampden, was his and
that was why Goat Rock was
so named.

The 1771 Evaluation, four
years before the Lexington
Alarm, showed that King had
four horses, 28 cattle and 18
goats. He had 64 acres of land
under tillage and 28 tons of
hay a year. King let others
brew the cider and brewed
none.

Revolutionary Moment

We continue to honor our
country’s birthday, 250 years
of freedom, each month.

One of the great causes of
the Revolutionary War, wrote
historian Rufus Stebbins, was,
“taxation without representa-
tion”. That phrase was deep
in the heart of our Wilbraham
ancestors and had stirred up a
deep feeling of hostility to the
“Mother Country” by way of a
tariff on imported goods from
Great Britain. Accordingly an
association was formed by the
merchants of Boston in 1769
to fight the policy and it was
supported by the citizens of
Wilbraham.

Sources: Bennett family
history. History of Wilbraham
Bicentennial Edition 1763-
1963” edited by Charles
Merrick; Chauncey Peck who
wrote “The History of Wilbra-
ham, 1731, 1763-1913. “Mil-
itary Rolls of the Outward
Commons — Soldiers of Wil-
braham, Massachusetts 1730
— 1840” by J. Bruce Tingle.
Ultimatelexicon.com. The his-
tory books mentioned in this
column are all available for
sale at the Old Meetinghouse
Museum Gift Shop. “Historic
Tales of Wilbraham” by Da-
vid F. Bourcier, 2025, based
on his “Historical Tidbets
website.

Editor Emeritus Charlie
Bennett is a member of the
Historic Commission and a
trustee of the Wilbraham Ath-
eneum Society. Readers can
contact him with comments or
ideas for the column at cben-
nettd4765 @ charter.net.
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Adults enjoy Crafternoon at the library

By Angelina Acevedo
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - On
Aug. 15, the library hosted
a pressed flower bookmark
making event for adults to get
crafty and creative.

This event was the third
in the library’s Adult Craft-
ernoon series, where adults
can spend time creating in a
calm, relaxing, and quiet en-
vironment. The Adult Crafter-
noon events consisted of rock
painting and hand-stamped
tea towels, along with the
flower bookmarks.

When asked about how
these events started, instructor
for the event, Caroline Welch,
shared the inspiration behind
it were the library patrons.

“Many adults were in-
directly asking for events
just for them. We have a lot
of crafting events for kids
and teens, but adults want-
ed a craft activity just for
themselves. We also needed
something to do on Friday af-
ternoons, so the Adult Craft-
ernoon series took that spot,”
Welch said.

The bookmarks them-
selves were very easy to
make, as Welch explained.

“The process is straight-
forward enough, you take a
strip of clear plastic and lay
your dried flowers out and
line up in whatever way you’d
like,” Welch said. “After that,
you put modge podge on top
of the flowers to set them
firmly in place, then you put
another piece of plastic on
top. Once it’s all done, you
can loop a ribbon through a
hole on the top, if you’d like.”

The event was located in
the Brooks Room off of the

Adults making their own floral bookmarks.

main library, and had dim
lighting to enforce a relax-
ing crafting space. The tables
were set up in a “U” shape so
everyone could see other de-
signs, and enjoy each other’s
company, all while visual in-
structions were displayed on
a screen nearby.

Along with creating the
bookmarks, another import-
ant part of the event was con-
necting with others.

The major draw for this
event was its creative aspect,
which Welch said, “was one
of the most fun parts of the
Adult Crafternoon series, or
any crafting event at the li-
brary for that matter, seeing
what ideas and designs peo-
ple come up with.”

The library wants to be
appealing to all types of age
groups, and those with all
types of interests. Crafting
seems to be something many
enjoy doing in their free time,
but it’s even better when you
can craft with your friends, or
even make new ones.

The Adult Crafternoon

series was intended to help
bring more adults to the li-
brary, giving them a well
deserved break from a hectic
summer, or whatever might be
causing stress. These calming
activities are also another way
to enforce the library’s role to
foster community and creativ-
ity for all ages, in a casual and
welcoming environment.

If the Adult Crafternoon
series seems like something
you or another adult would
enjoy, the next session is on
Friday, Sept. 19, from 2 to
3:30 p.m. The focus of it will
be creating fall napkin rings,
just in time for the cooler
weather and season.

Registration opens for the
event on Aug. 29, and the li-
brary gladly welcomes any
adults who want to be a part
of this fun crafting experi-
ence.

A fun, colorful
bookmark an attendee
created.

Turley photos by Angelina Acevedo

Luncheon Card & Game
Party Luncheon Sept. 25

WILBRAHAM - Fall
into Fun at the Luncheon
Card & Game Party spon-
sored by the Wilbraham
Women’s Club on Thurs-
day, Sept. 25, at the Saint
Cecilia Parish Center, 42
Main St., Wilbraham.

Check-in  begins  at
11:30 a.m. with a delicious
luncheon served at Noon.
Bring friends and come
to play any game of your

choice (dominoes, mah-
jong, bridge, canasta, scrab-
ble, etc.).

Donation is $10 and
there will be a raffle for
cash prizes. Proceeds help
to fund our scholarships
and donations to charitable
organizations in the area.

For reservations, please
call Sue Agnew, 596-9480.
Hope you will join us for a
fun afternoon.

Theatre Guild of Hampden
celebrating 20 years

HAMPDEN - The The-
atre Guild of Hampden will
mark 20 years in a gala
event at the Country Club
of Wilbraham on Sept. 14.

The event takes place
from 5 to 9 p.m.

The evening will include
hors d’oeuvres, a cocktail
hour, music by Kyle Lan-
glois, raffles, surprise per-
formances from local the-
ater actors, including Ally
Reardon and Anna Giza,

who’ve performed with the
guild over the years, trib-
utes to Tracey Hebert and
Beau Reardon and more.
Attendees are encour-
aged to dress to impress.
Tickets are $50 per per-
son and tables reserved for
eight are $375 and they
can be purchased online at
theatreguildofhampden.org
or by calling Mark Giza at
413-204-5333.

St. Cecilia Women’s Club
Meeting set for Sept. 9

WILBRAHAM - Our
Annual Membership Tea
will be held on Tuesday,
Sept. 9 with Mass at 5:30
p-m. followed by tea, coffee
and delicious treats!

We take this time every
year to honor our past pres-
ident and to acknowledge
members with significant

years of membership.

It’s a wonderful chance
to greet old friends and
perhaps make new ones as
well! Please come and join
us!

The meeting takes place
at St. Cecilia Church at 42
Main St. in Wilbraham.

Classes for Toddler
through Adults!

We specialize in
preschool and early
elementary aged dancers!

Classical Ballet,
Jazz, Tap,
Musical Theater Dance,
Modern/Contemporary,
Pre-Dance,
Ballet Fairy Tales,
Combo Classes,
Street Hip-Hop,
Break Dance and Funk,
Toddler Class
Homeschool & Days,
Adult Classes

WHERE DANCE IS

FOR EVERYONE!

REGISTER ONLINE VIA OUR PORTAL!

Q TheXDance Studio

Classes Start
Sept 8th'

4

i

REGISTER NOW

FOR FALL CLASSES!
OPEN HOUSE Tuesday, September 2nd 5-7pm
In Person Registration Every Tuesday 5-7pm

Family & Multi-class Discount

1 hour classes, 90 minute recitals
Professional Adult College Educated Instructors

Adult Fitness &
Dance Classes -
$10 drop-ins

35 Post Office Park
Wilbraham, MA
413-596-0121

We Offer

Birthday Parties
& Studio Rentals!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE thedancestudio.co
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Monthly Highlights for August at the Hampden Senior Center: Upcoming

Alzheimer’s Association
Benefit Raffle

Through Aug. 22 in the
Hampden Senior Center Lob-
by.

Come and see all of the
amazing raffle prizes that are
up for grabs in our annual
benefit raffle for the Alzhei-
mer’s Association. Tickets
are six for $5 and can be pur-
chased at the front desk.

Raffle  prizes include
LEGO sets, Gift cards, Gift
Baskets and more!

Ukulele Classes with
Amy Scott Drop-ins
are welcome!

The new 8-week session
will begin Aug. 18—Oct. 20.

No classes on 9/1 & 10/13

New Times: Mondays

Beginner Ukulele — 11:45
a.m. to 12:45 p.m.

Cost is $50 for the session
if paid in full or $7 per class
for drop-ins.

Advanced Ukulele — 1 to
2:30 pm

Cost is $80 for the session.

Please call 566-5588 to
sign up for classes or the new
session.

Crafts with Kim
Scrapbooking Class
Tuesdays, from
10 a.m. to Noon

Please bring 7-8 photo-
graphs, scissors, a tape run-
ner, and any stickers you may
wish to use.

Kim will provide scrap-
booking paper and all the
tools necessary to make your
book gift-worthy.

Cost is $10 per class.

Lobby Learning
Aug. 28, Shiloh Angels
Home Care
Don’t have time to come
in and sit for a long presenta-
tion? We understand!

Lobby Learning is aimed
at welcoming businesses and
organizations to provide help-
ful information to you.

You are welcome to stop
in to pick up information and
speak one-on-one with repre-
sentatives in the senior center
lobby and stay for as long as
you need to get your questions
answered.

Perhaps there is an orga-
nization you would like us to
welcome? Please let us know.

SAVE THE DATE!
Local Author and
Historian, J.R. Green to
visit the Hampden Senior
Center to discuss his book
“The Old Quabbin Valley in
100 Objects”

Friday, Sept. 5, 2025
at 12:30 p.m.

Join us for lunch at noon
and a 12:30 p.m. presentation
from J.R. Green as he discuss-

es his recently published book
that chronicles daily life in
the four small towns of Dana,
Enfield, Greenwich, and
Prescott, which were aban-
doned and destroyed to make
way for the Quabbin Reser-
voir in the 1930s.

Sign up today! This is a
FREE presentation sponsored
by the Friends of Hampden
Senior Citizens.

Do you have Parkinson’s
Disease or you know
someone who does?
PWR! Moves Group Ex-
ercise Classes with Lisa Kern,
OT, Reiki Master/Holistic
Therapist
Mondays from 9 to 10 a.m.
A Parkinson-specific exer-
cise class that “makes function
exercise” to keep you moving
and doing more of what you
want to do! As you practice,
you will be challenged phys-
ically and cognitively while

working on fitness goals:
strength, balance, agility, aer-
obics, and flexibility.

Exercises are designed to
improve your fitness, coun-
teract your PD symptoms and
increase your daily activity.
This whole body, function-fo-
cused exercise class will push
you to do more than you think
you can in a fun, empowering,
and enriched environment!

Pre-paid rate for eight
classes: $65 Drop-in rate:
$10 per class. Please call 566-
5588 to sign up.

Common Threads Led by
Joan Tompkins, PhD
Mondays, from
12:30 to 1:30 p.m.

Come join our friendly
group... We share memories
and learn new coping skills on
how to deal with loss, lone-

Please sce SENIORS,
page 13

HSC Trips

HAMPDEN - The fol-
lowing trips are being ar-
ranged at the Hampden Sr
Ctr, 104 Allen St, Hamp-
den; prices include the
driver’s tip.

Tues, Sept 30 - Lake-
side Turkey Train (Lake
Winnipesaukee) Harts
Turkey Dinner on board,
Country Farm Store stop
(on own) & NH Liquor
Store - $140pp. Second
Train Car Now Available!

Mon, Dec 8 - The Aqua
Turf Club “Rock This Town
Orchestra” - Coffee on ar-
rival, delicious family-style
lunch, Swinging ‘50s and
‘60s tunes - $127pp.

Full Payment Dead-
lines are usually 2 weeks
before the event. Flyers are
available @ the Sr Ctr or
via email. Questions call
Bobbi @ 413-566-8271 or
email bobbijg2 @charter.
net.

DECISION from page 1

able with cars,” Ducey said.

DeMarey said this was
correct as the event’s original
scope when started in 1908
was to test the vehicles be-
cause “no one could test drive
them or no one actually saw
them.”

“If you were of the elite
and you were able to buy a
car or look at a car, you would
just buy it off a catalog or just
a whim,” DeMarey said.

Ducey elaborated on the
up to 1970 item, saying he
thought “we were bringing on
a different element than what
we initially thought when this
was brought back by George
Holman and others.”

“But I think it was really
meant to be pre-World War II

LOWER PBIL’ES
10 BOOS

YOUR BUDGET’
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

CENTER CUT

INFLATION

PORK LOIN CHOPS or ROAST

cars or pre-World War I cars,”
Ducey said. “And this seems
to me that the danger factor
to me is more escalated as the
speed increases and if we’re
going to bring cars up on the
road and demonstrate what
they can do and they’re going
over 80 miles an hour, I get
more concerned, a lot more
concerned.”

On the case of bad weath-
er, DeMarey and Cenedella
said the event doesn’t get can-
celed and if a decision had to
be made, the VSCCA would
make it.

“We can hold off the rac-
ing, obviously, like we did
last year when it rained. It
was supposed to start earlier
and we waited until the rain
stopped. So, that’s within our

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN

$969
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realm, but if it’s going to rain
all day there’s not a lot we can
do about saying, ‘Hey, it’s to-
morrow,”” Cenedella said.
“And Jim Bottomley is
the race master who runs the
green flag at the bottom of the
hill and he is the guy that trav-
els all over the country, orga-
nizing the racers, organizing
all the marshals. There’s 12
marshals on the hill that can
see each other all the way up
the hill, so there’s never any
cars that go by—as soon as a
car goes by—they sound off
and they know where all the
cars are. They keep the en-
tire field completely clear,”
DeMarey said. “When some-
one calls in and they want to
go out—on our hotline—the
race marshals are all told,

PRICES IN R
ARE AT OR BEL

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
LONDON BROIL

‘Okay, wait.” We tell them
when to pull out, they pull
out, wait, they go up the hill,
they go down Ridge Road.
‘Okay, the coast is clear” He
gets six clears from the mar-
shals and then the race starts
again. It’s a very professional
organization that runs the hill.
It’s not just a bunch of people
blocking off a road racing up
the hill. It’s treated like a race
course.”

Cenedella added concrete
barriers were also recently
secured for future events to
put at the beginning of Bolles
Road.

On the funds raised when
the event returned in 2013,
it was clarified they were
originally presented to the
Minnechaug Regional High

D
W

s O
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to limit quantities.
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Investment and Retirement Planning

« Located in Post Office Park,
Wilbraham

« Helping clients live their
best financial life since 1965

« Accomplished, Friendly
and Professional

« Contactus for a
no-fee consultation

Mike Trombley, Financial Advisor, Former MLB Player;
Barbara Trombley, CPA, Financial Advisor
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Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through
Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

. 85 Post Office Park - Suite 8524
Wilbraham, MA 01095
. Phone 413-596-6992

trombleyassociates.com

School  Scholarship Fund.
Cenedella said it’s since gone
to the Springfield to Boston
Education Foundation.

“It’s organized to bring the
old car hobby to young kids,
to introduce them to the old
car hobby,” Cenedella said.

Ducey noted how res-
idents said they enjoy the
event and added he feels
Cenedella and DeMarey do “a
really good job organizing it,”
again stressing his concerns
center on safety.

“I still have some con-
cerns—I think we can work
through them—but I do have
some concerns around that
and I'm not necessarily al-
ways sold on it has to be an
annual event, but I'm not
hung up totally on that ei-
ther,” Ducey said. “I hope we
can keep it going. I just got to
make sure it’s safe for every-
body.”

Wayne Carini, the host of
“Chasing Classic Cars,” said
the cars go an average of 52.9
miles an hour and up the hill
in a span of 58 to 60 seconds,
adding how “nobody’s really
eclipsing—of  course—100
miles an hour.”

Carini is also one of the
racers at the event and said he
feels “very safe” going up the
hill.

“The VSCCA does a fan-
tastic job, they’re very profes-
sional, their gentleman that
waves the flag at the bottom
doesn’t miss a beat. He’ll
hold you for 10 minutes, 15
minutes, if it’s necessary,’
Carini said.

Safety is also a concern for
him, having talked with De-
Marey about ideas, including
moving the finish line down
about 100 feet from where it
is currently.

“I think, though, that you
have such a great group of
people that live there. They’re
so excited about it. I mean,
kids are on the side of the
road selling lemonades as we
go down the hill. Everybody
embraces the event and that’s
the key,” Carini said.

He also explained why
the event should be held ev-
ery year as he himself has a
schedule of events he does
every year.

“But if that’s not happen-
ing, Il go to the other event
on that weekend and then
maybe the next year I'll just

continue to go to that event
and I think you’ll see as time
goes by, you’ll lose that en-
thusiasm of the people not
being able to come because
they have other things on their
calendars,” Carini said.

Carini ended his thoughts
with this.

“I really put my support
behind the event continuing
and if I can be of any help
in the future, I’d be happy to
help,” Carini said.

After Squindo asked his
questions, DeMarey empha-
sized the organizers ‘just
truly want to be a supportive
partner.”

“One of our biggest pride
and joys is to be in the golf
cart driving around and see-
ing—like Wayne says—the
lemonade stand or seeing the
cars go up the hill or seeing
just people happy. I'm just so
tired of everything that’s in
our world right now that’s not
happy and this is a great event
that we put on and really try
to bring the community to-
gether and have fun with the
crafters and the food and the
cars and the show,” DeMarey
said.

Bunnell then asked about
the raised funds, another
piece of feedback received
from residents.

“What, if any kind of ac-
tual activities, have been able
to be funded as a result of
running it and running it as a
foundation kind of activity?”
Bunnell said.

Cenedella replied how
“most of the finances come
from sponsors” which is a
“net no expense” and one idea
for next year is to look for
sponsors for the portapotties
and shuttle buses.

DeMarey added “close
to $40,000” is spent with no
expense to the town for the
event.

On what the funds have
supported, he emphasized
education and supporting car
lovers such as Kevin Burke’s
son Nolan, who got a Pontiac
Catalina, cars that were do-
nated to the foundation that
get taken to the local schools
and are showed off and a
Trunk or Treat event.
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Lainey
Kudryk

looks for

an open
teammate. =~

Play for ™ —-
MK falls

Ellis Nelson looks to make a shot under
pressure.

Ella Bondocaull makes her way down
the court.

WILBRAHAM -
On Sunday, Aug. 10, Play
for MKJ was defeated by Tan-
tasqua 20-6 in the finals of the 5-6
A Division in the Spec Pond Sum-
mer Basketball League. Play for
MKIJ defeated West Side and
Belchertown to reach the
championship game.

Turley photos by
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Short-handed Villa
FC captures PVSSL
Men’s Championship

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—After be-
ing forced to play the final
20 minutes of regulation
with only ten players, the
chances of winning the Pi-
oneer Valley Summer Soc-
cer League men’s champi-
onship title for the second
consecutive year didn’t
looking very promising for
third-seeded Villa FC.

The defending champi-
ons, who were trailing 1-0,
managed to tie the match
against top-seeded Cap &
Hitch of New England with
less than a minute remain-
ing in the second half.

The score remained tied
during the two 10-minute
overtime periods.

During the ninth round
of the penalty shootout,
Villa goalie Lucas Mo-
rales-Fernandez made an
outstanding diving save
giving his team an exciting
1-1 (9-8 PK’s) win over Cap
& Hitch at Lusitano Stadi-
um in Ludlow earlier this
month.

“This is our second
championship in a year, and
it feels excellent,” said Vil-
la player/ coach Mike Lima
following the match, which
lasted more than two hours.
“We’re one of the better
teams in this league, so ev-
erybody always wants to be
beat us. We were trailing
late in second half, but we
were able to battle back.”

Please see MEN’S, page 12

Lexii Viegas heads for the hoop.

David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Anthony Basile, an Agawam High School graduate, poses
with the trophy and league co-president Dianna Kolodziey.

West Side wins Women’s
PVSSL Championship

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Back in the
middle of July, Olivia Crespo
and her New England Mutiny
teammates lost in the United
Women’s Soccer League fi-
nals for the second year in a
Tow.

On Friday, Aug. 2, Crespo
guided the third-seeded West-
side Sport Shop to a 5-0 shut-
out victory over top-seeded
Here for Beer in the women’s
finals of the Pioneer Valley
Summer Soccer League at
Lusitano Stadium in Ludlow.

“It was a little bit frustrat-
ing coming up a little bit short
in the National Finals once
again this year,” said Crespo,
who graduated from Ludlow
High School. “I had a lot of
confidence coming into to-
night’s championship match
and I knew that we would be
able to do it.”

Crespo, who  scored
four goals and had an assist
against Here for Beer, was se-
lected as the M. V.P. following
the match.

“My teammates deserve
a lot of credit,” Crespo said.
“They helped set up my goals.
I wouldn’t have been able to
do it without them.”

Last fall, Crespo was a
member of the women’s soc-
cer team at Franklin Pierce
University, which captured
the NE 10 conference cham-
pionship title. Her college
soccer team played in the
NCAA Division 2 Final Four.

“It was a really special

season,” she said. “We’re
looking forward to having
another successful season this
fall.

Westside Sport Shop (9-2-
1) won the championship title
for the third time since Cres-
po has been a member of the
team. They beat sixth-seeded
Heat, 2-1 in overtime in the
quarterfinals before squeak-
ing out a 3-2 win over the
second seeded Monson Mus-
tangs in the semifinals.

Here For Beer, who de-
feated Westside Sport Shop in
last year’s finals, won the reg-
ular season match-up between
the two squads. They entered
the 2025 playoffs with an 11-
1-0 record and earned a quar-
terfinal bye. They advanced
into the finals after defeating
the fourth-seeded Lusitano
Women,2-1, in the semifinals.

“Westside is a very good
team this year,” said Here
for Beer player/coach Cassie
Ashwell “If we were going to
lose to anyone, I'm okay los-
ing to them.”

Longtime  Minnechaug
Regional girls’ wvarsity soc-
cer coach Nundi Goncalves
attended the championship
match. Several of his former
players were playing on both
sides.

The former Lady Falcons
players wearing Westside
uniforms were Emily How-
ard, Rhiann Ryan, Claire
Poindexter, Gaby Williams,
Lylah Jeannotte, and Chapin
Jeannotte.

The Jeannotte  sisters
weren’t teammates when they

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
West Side Sports Shop won the Women’s Title this year in the Pioneer Valley Summer Soccer League.

were in high school.

“We missed playing on
the same soccer team at Min-
nechaug by only one year, but
we’ve been playing togeth-
er on this team for the past
couple of years, which has
been a lot of fun,” said Lylah
Jeannotte, who was a starting
defender. “It feels awesome
winning a championship to-
gether.”

Here For Beer goalie Ken-
zie Pastreck also played soc-
cer at Minnechaug Regional.

The other players listed
on the Westside roster from
the Turley Publications cov-
erage area are Reese Carey
(South Hadley), Gabriella Fi-
ahlo, Sydney Mercier (South
Hadley), and Maya Tellier
(Belchertown).

Here For Beer also had

. Kenzie Pastreck of
- Wilbraham minds the
goal for Here for Beer.

several players from the Tur-
ley Publications coverage
area. They are Macie Bolton
(Belchertown), Taryn Car-
riveau (Chicopee), Katie
Gilhooly (Chicopee), Gwen
Duggan (Palmer), and Lauren
Marjanski (South Hadley),
who didn’t play in the finals.

Westside  Sport  Shop
scored a pair of goals during
the first ten minutes of the
match.

Crespo, who’s entering
her senior season at Franklin
Pierce, gave her team a 1-0
lead in the fourth minute after
firing a low shot into the back
of the net.

A couple of minutes later,
Crespo delivered a crossing

Please see WOMEN’S,
page 12
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pass from the right
side of the box to
Natalie Matz, who
poked a shot into the
net past Pastreck.

Westside had
several shots on goal
during the final 30
minutes of the first
half, but the score
was still 2-0 at the
break.

Crespo  scored
three more goals
during the second
half.

Crespo’s first
goal after halftime
was unassisted,
while Matz and Juli-
anna Beaulieu were
given the assists on
her final two goals.

Sara Avery, who
was Westside’s
starting goalie, and
Chloe Laizer, who
also played for the |yjah Jeannotte, of Wilbraham gets a quick

Mutiny, combined to touch on the ball.
post the shutout.

&
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Alex Soares
Recreation Clerk

WILBRAHAM - As ation Coordinator for the
the newest member of the town of Hampden.
department, I am excited I am excited to work
to introduce myself to the with the Wilbraham com-
community. My name is munity and help manage
Alex Soares, and I recent- the many programs and
ly started my new position sports offered here at
as Recreation Clerk with WPRD. It is so encourag-
the Wilbraham Parks and ing to join such a vibrant

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Rachel McKenna of Granby heads up the field.

Recreation Department. recreation department

My first day in the of-
fice was July 30, and I’'m
quickly learning about
the vast array of program-
ming offered at WPRD.
Like many here in the
department, I am local,
having grown up in Lud-
low, MA, where I current-
ly reside. I played sports
growing up, primarily
baseball and basketball.
My first introduction to
Spec Pond was play-
ing baseball as a middle
schooler. I graduated from
Springfield College in the
spring of 2024 with my
M.Ed. in Sport Manage-
ment. [ am also the Recre-

with so much going on. I
look forward to speaking
with and meeting many of
you here in the office!
REMINDER: You
can visit wilbrahamrec.
com for details on all of
the programs and activi-
ties offered, and to regis-
ter. Program information
is posted as registration
dates approach, so keep
an eye on the website and
watch for our monthly
e-newsletter, The Wilbra-
ham Whistle, as well as
our email blasts, which
are sent to those with ac-
counts in our wilbraham-
rec.com database.

Follow Turley Sports on Instagram

Turley Publications
sports department has re-
cently joined Instagram.
You can find our account by
searching “turleysports.” We
will regularly feature sam-
ples of photos that you will
see in our publications on a
weekly basis. Please follow

and share with your friends
and loved ones. We will be
featuring photos from all 11
of our sports sections, but as
always, you can see all the
photos that appear by sub-
scribing to your local paper
or picking up a copy in your
community.

Makenzie Shean, a recent Agawam

graduate, winds up for a shot.

Gwen Duggan, of Palmer, looks to pass.

Cassie Ashwell, of Agawam, looks to
clear the ball.

MEN’S from page 11

Lima, who shared the
coaching duties with Ruben
Sousa, is one of the Villa FC
players who graduated from
Ludlow High School.

The other former Ludlow
High School soccer players
listed on the Villa FC roster
are Kyle Tomas, who received
a red card during the 60th
minute, Brandon McCarthy
and Enzo Botta.

A year ago, Villa FC, who
plays their home matches at
Minnechaug Regional, de-
feated Lusitano White in the
men’s finals. They also took
home the championship tro-
phy in 2017 with a 3-2 win
over Pros Malaca.

Anthony Basile was se-
lected as this year’s MVP
award winner. He was also
the M.V.P. of the 2017 cham-
pionship match.

“This is a very special
team with a lot of very special
players,” said Basile, who’s
from East Longmeadow. “I'm
very happy that I'm still able
to be a part of it.”

Villa FC, who finished
the regular season with a 9-1-
2 record, advanced into this
year’s finals after defeating
sixth-seeded STCC Alum in a
penalty shootout in the quar-
terfinals, and Lusitano Red,
6-2, in the semifinals.

Cap & Hitch (11-1)
joined the prestigious sum-
mer league a year ago. They
dispatched eighth-seeded
Empower Health, 5-0, in the
quarterfinals and the White’s
6-2 in the semifinals.

“This was just an unbe-
lievable match by both teams.
It’s tough that someone had
to lose,” said Cap & Hitch
head coach Bennett Walsh.
“I’ve never been involved in
a match where they were 18
shots in the penalty shootout.
I’'m very proud of my guys.”

Kamer Nuhiu, of Agawam, possesses the ball for Gap & Hitch.

Both teams had chances to
take the lead during the first
half, which was 40 minutes
long.

Cap & Hitch had the first
opportunity during the 26th
minute.

Ethan Czaporowski, who
played soccer at Belchertown

High School, weaved around
a couple of defenders inside
the box before firing a shot
that deflected off the crossbar.

Another former Belcher-
town player listed on the
Cap & Hitch roster is Shay
O’Neill, who’s father, Devin,
is the longtime men’s soccer

A

cCarthy, heads up the field.

coach at Western New En- Pioneers, recorded a hat-

gland University.

A minute later, Gabriel
Ganzer, who plays for Villa,
had a breakaway opportunity,
but his shot attempt bounced
off the left post.

Ganzer, who’s a former
member of the Western Mass.

trick in last year’s finals. He
was also selected as the 2024
MVP winner.

This year’s championship
match was still scoreless at
the half.

Cap & Hitch was given a
penalty shot by referee Fabio

Cardoso following a foul in
the box twenty minutes into
the second half.

Kamer Nuhiu, who grad-
vated from Agawam High
School, stepped up to the line
and fired a shot into the net
past Morales-Fernandez.

During that sequence,
Cardoso gave Tomas a red
card leaving Villa with only
ten players on the field.

Cardoso continued to is-
sue yellow cards like they
were parking tickets, which
kept the match from getting
out of control.

Basile tied the score at 1-1
after putting a shot into the
net past goalie Alberto Truo-
iolo with only a couple sec-
onds remaining in regulation.

“I just saw an opportuni-
ty,” he said. “I just swung my
foot and watched the ball roll
to the back of the net. It just
felt great.”

At the end of the second
overtime period, Bryant Kee-
ney had a chance to be the
hero for Villa, but his line-
drive shot hooked wide.

The nine Villa players
that made PK’s during the
shootout were Andre Mor-
rison, Joao Miranda, Shane
Sewell, Andrew Ortiz, Quin
Serafino, Mason Perham,
Mike Willis, McCarthy, and
Ganzer.

The eight PK’s made
by the Cap & Hitch players
were Simba Pelletier, Bennett
Walsh Jr., John Senn-Mc-
Nally, Dominic Cirelli, Con-
nor Weslocki, Czaporowski,
O’Neill, and Nuhiu.

Morales-Fernandez finally
ended the match by making a
save on a shot attempt by Na-
than Sanchez.

It was another memorable
summer for the members of
Villa FC.
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GAZEBO from page 1

ished this week.”

Blanchard said there were
a few factors that led to the
decision to focus on the gaze-
bo for this special project.

“One, it needed it. Two,
I think there has been an in-
creased focus in town on
maintaining our facilities, so
this fit the bill. When I was
hired, one of my goals includ-
ed improving and maintaining
Hampden’s Parks & Recre-
ation facilities,” Blanchard
said. “Plus, when we decided
to take on this project, there
were whispers of the possibil-
ity of Hampden Town Offices
moving to TWB, so in the
event that occurred, it would
be nice to have the place look-
ing its best.”

Blanchard expressed grat-
itude to everyone who lent
their support to give the gaze-
bo new life and beauty.

“It means a tremendous
amount. Hampden is such
a great community and ev-
eryone is so generous,’
Blanchard said. “To have all
these groups willing to sup-
port a Hampden Park & Rec-
reation project means a great
deal.”

There’s also future proj-
ects Blanchard hopes the
Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment can work on next.

“From a Parks & Recre-
ation perspective, it would
be great to design and create
a master recreation facility
at the sports fields at TWB

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
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The refurbished gazebo on the lawn of the former Thornton W. Burgess Middle School in
Hampden after the railings were completed.

that includes new basketball,
pickleball and tennis courts,”
Blanchard said. “This would
certainly take a giant com-
munity effort, but the payoff
would be something that the
whole community could en-
joy.”

Blanchard also encourag-
es young people in the com-
munity to get involved and
volunteer.

“Parks and Recreation is
always looking for volun-
teers. People should feel free
to reach out to us at parks@
hampdenma.gov for opportu-
nities. We would also be hap-
py to put people in touch with

Volunteers paint the gazebo.

SP_

PC & Mac Service

other departments who may be
looking for volunteers to as-
sist,” Blanchard said. “There
are a tremendous amount of
opportunities to get involved
with town departments, so we
welcome anyone to reach out
to us and we will get them to
the right person.”

He also hopes to keep all
spaces in Hampden beautiful
so all can enjoy them.

“People take pride in the
town where they live. Main-
taining and improving spaces
goes a long way for that sense
of pride, and it’s a core part of
the mission of the Hampden
Parks & Recreation Depart-

ment,” Blanchard said.

His message to the volun-
teers and his staff at Parks &
Recreation was this.

“A very big thank you!
We are very lucky to live and
work in a town with such gen-
erous and caring people who
donate their time and exper-
tise for special projects like
this. These spaces make it
possible for our community
to come together for special
events like Rock into Sum-
mer and other gatherings,”
Blanchard said.

Another shot of a volunteer painting inside the gazebo on

Wilbraham Road in Hampden.
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POST

Computer Systems
& Repairs ® Upgrades e New & Used Equipment e Trade-ins

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match
POST Computer Systems specializes in:

Repairs & Upgrades
New and reconditioned computers, notebooks/laptops,
netbooks, tablets and peripherals
Small Business Specialists

Trade-ins, data recovery, networking, wireless setup, etc.

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses, home offices,
family systems, mobile professionals and everyone in between
is what separates POST from all the rest.

POST Computer Systems, now in its 30th year of service to the
Western Massachusetts community, owes its continued success to the strength,

passion and vigilance of its service department.

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177

WWW.POCOSYS.COIm

VIRUSES AND WORMS AND TROJANS, OH MY!

SENIORS from page 10

liness, and adapting to life
changes. There is no charge
to join this group. All are
welcome.

Please call 566-5588 to
let us know you’re coming.

Living Stronger...
Longer...
with Lamar Moore
Tuesdays from 2:15 to 3
p.m.

The final class will be
Aug. 26.

Join Lamar to learn about
balance and how it impacts
your overall health and well-
ness. Get tips on strength
training and cardiovascular
endurance to increase mo-
bility and flexibility.

“It’s never too late to
start making progress on
your health span. Muscles
and balance are the two
things you can train and im-
prove even as you age.”

Cost is $6 per class.
Please call 566-5588 to re-
serve your spot.

Ballroom Dance for
Balance and Longevity!
Current session through
Aug. 28.

Thursdays, from 2:15 to
3:15 p.m.

Social dance classes led
by Amy Villalobos-Schold,
a skilled occupational ther-
apist. Focused on strength-
ening, stability, and modifi-
cations... so you can dance!
Beginners and singles wel-
come!

Next 8-week session:

Sept. I8—Nov. 6

Cost is $60 per person
for the eight-week session if
paid in full, or $10 for drop-
ins.

Please call 566-5588 to
reserve your spot.

“African Drumming”
with Jason
NO Drumming in August
New 14-week session begins
Sept. 5

through Dec. 12

No class on 11/28.
NEW TIME** Fridays

from 2 to 3 p.m.

Page 13

All are welcome! No
previous experience neces-
sary.
Cost is $80 for the 14-
week session if paid in full,
or $7 per class for drop-ins.

Please call 566-5588 to
reserve your spot. Space is
limited.

Choral Group
Are you interested in
singing in a choral group?
Please let us know by call-
ing 566-5588.

HELP US STOCK OUR
SHELVES with Mouth-
wash.

Thank you to those who
donated  toothpaste last
month. Every month, we
will target a different item
to help fill monthly Personal
Needs Bags.

Due to space constraints,
please refrain from purchas-
ing warehouse-sized items.

“Come What May” Bou-
tique... is open in our lobby
for all to shop during nor-
mal business hours, Monday
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 3
p.m.

We accept donations of
new or gently used clothing,
outerwear, accessories, and
footwear.

All proceeds from Bou-
tique sales will benefit the
needs of the Senior Center.

Did you know we offer the
following services....
FREE Blood Pressure
Clinic — Walk-in
9:15 to 10:45 a.m.

Tuesdays with Ann Mag-
gio, RN, or Ruth Haley, RN

Thursdays with Karen
Blair, RN

Facials with Diane Neill

Diane is on Summer Va-
cation.

Manicures with Cat

Please call Cat directly
at 413-335-7422 for an ap-
pointment and pricing.

Anyone is welcome to
schedule appointments for
these services.

Please call 566-5588 to
schedule your appointments.

CHECK OUT ALL THE

Tu rleyPuincations

www.turley.com

A specialty shop offerlng a Wonderful variety of fine wines,
craft beers - domestic & imported, sake, soju, mead, ciders
and a nice selection of non-alcoholic beers & wines.

6 Burt Lane, Wilbraham (In the rear of the building)
413-279-1252

Open: Mon.-Wed. 11am-8pm
\_ Thurs. - Sat. 11am-10pm e Sun. 11am-7pm Y,

Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR

CLEANERS, INC GREAT SERVICE
<y P
Ask about : 2 15% OFF
spcil picing FLUIEIE . DRY CLEANING
for first Eyhappened.” ' when you
responders % AD 3 pre-pay!

262 Allen St., Springfield 2 Convenient 464 Main St., Wilbraham
Locations

413-736-5476 « parkcleaners413.com

Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm
Sun. closed

le Waste Solutions

Your Hometown Provider for
Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Serv1ce

S 413-244-1943

A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

<

POST

Computer Systems
Repairs e Upgrades
New & Used Equipment e Trade-ins
Where Technology Has Met It’s Match
Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,
home offices, family systems,
everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.
2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 ® www.pocosys.com

mobile professionals and
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August 21, 2025

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS

PREMIUM SCREENED TOPSOIL
from 2 to 100 yards. $20/yd. plus delivery.
413-267-3827.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:
Musical  instruments,  guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage electron-
ics, jewelry, coins, watches, military
cameras, sports memorabilia, art,
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio
equipment, audio equipment, toys,

one item or entire estate.

Call Paul
413-206-8688.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

c;\r-‘ A B Hauling and

[y, \-; Removal Service

2+xxx*xxx A & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools,
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HANDYMAN SERVICES, 30 years ex-
perience. Laminate flooring, carpet repair
and installation, painting, patch work. Stor-
age Solutions. Call 413-777-3376.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

/

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry *
Framing » Drywall »
Painting * & more!

(413) 687-5552/

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

MASONRY

C&=)

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Stone Veneer
Brick Work
Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French

(413) 222-5542

frenchyn@gmail.com

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

413-213-5470

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned,
Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

TUNE-UPS

TUNE UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

Town of Blandford
Town of Blandford is hiring a
PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT

to the Assessors. Duties include adminis-
trative support for daily operations of the
Assessors’ office. Pay: $18-$20/hr, based
on experience. Communication, customer
service, organizational, and tech skills re-
quired. Send cover letter and resume to::

dhopson@townofblandford.com.

Town of Blandford

is seeking a fulltime ASSISTANT
TREASURER/COLLECTOR.
Pay range $29.50-$37.50/hour.

Please visit our website for full job

description.
Submit resume to Administrator@
townofblandford.com

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

[ \_
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
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Circulation:
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Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications
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Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

SQUIER & CO. is looking to hire an oil
truck driver. $40,000-$60,000 full time.
Squier will provide CDL school for the right
candidate! Email: squieroil@verizon.
net. Call 413-267-3184 or visit us at 5
Squier Ave., Monson, MA. Monday-Friday.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
WILBRAHAM HOUSING
AUTHORITY
The Wilbraham Housing Authority seeks
highly qualified applicants for the position
of Executive Director. Responsibilities in-
clude the administration of 69 Chapter
667 Elderly housing units and 9 Chapter
705 Family housing units. The Executive
Director reports to a five-member Board of
Commissioners. Work schedule shall be
a minimum of 22 hours per week during
normal business hours, flexible as need-
ed. The estimated salary range $46,177.00
To $54,326.00 is based on the Executive
Office of Housing & Livable Communities’

Executive Director Salary Schedule.

The ideal candidate must have two years’
experience in a housing, community devel-
opment, public administration or a closely
related field. Knowledge of the principles
and practices of housing management,
finances and maintenance systems in
public or private housing. Excellent written
and verbal communication skills required.
Willingness to work with people of various
socio-economic backgrounds. Must be
bondable. Certification as a Public Hous-
ing Manager from an approved organiza-
tion desired, and may be substituted as a
property manager or similar classification
by a nationally recognized housing or real
estate organization such as an EOHLC-ap-
proved Massachusetts Public Housing Ad-
ministrator Certification Program or HUD.
Two-year full time post-secondary educa-
tion in a related field may substitute for up
to one year of experience. Applications will
be accepted until 12pm, August 29, 2025.
Please submit cover letter, resume and
contact information for 3 references to:

Mr. Peter Manolakis, Chairman Ex-
ecutive Director Search Commit-
tee, Wilbraham Housing Authority,
88 Stony Hill Road, Wilbraham, MA
01095. Contact: Peter Manolakis
(413) 519-8195

Wilbraham Housing Authority is an Equal
Opportunity Employer

The Town of Huntington is seeking a
part-time Town Hall Floater/Select-
board Administrative Assistant/As-
sistant Town Clerk. $20-$22 per hour
based on experience. 15 hours per week.
Application and complete job description
are available online at www.hunting-
tonma.us or by emailing admin@hun-
tingtonma.us. Position is open until
filled.

Town of Huntington is an Equal Opportu-
nity Employer.

CASH
JUN

AND REPA

OR

ABLE

S

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

|_FORRENT |
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON
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Representative
Puppolo
announces
Chapter 90
Funding

for local
infrastructure
improvements

SPRINGFIELD - State
Representative Angelo J.
Puppolo Jr. is pleased to
announce the allocation of
Chapter 90 funding aimed
at enhancing local infra-
structure throughout the
community. This funding
is essential for maintaining
and improving roads, bridg-
es, and other critical trans-
portation infrastructure.

“Investing in our local
infrastructure is vital for the
safety and well-being of our
residents,” said Rep. Pup-
polo. “Chapter 90 funding
allows us to address neces-
sary repairs and improve-
ments, ensuring that our
roads and bridges are safe
and reliable for everyone.”

The bill outlines the
amounts that will be given
to municipalities to repair
local roads and bridges
across the state, with $200
million being distributed
by utilizing traditional fund
distribution formulas and
$100 million being distrib-
uted solely based on road
mileage in an effort to sup-
port rural communities. Ad-
ditionally, the bill also in-
corporates $885 million in
borrowing to support other
infrastructure initiatives
across the state.

The announcement of
this funding comes at a
crucial time as many mu-
nicipalities are facing in-
creasing demands for in-
frastructure  maintenance
and upgrades. Rep. Pup-
polo remains committed to
advocating for additional
resources to support local
needs.

Visit us on

the web

www.turley.com

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P1665EA
Estate of:

Anthony Francis Albano
Date of Death: 02/19/2025
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Cheryl A Albano
of Wilbraham, MA requesting
that the Court enter a formal De-
cree and Order and for such other
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Cheryl A Albano of Wilbra-
ham, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said
estate to serve Without Surety
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 09/09/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without

further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: August 12, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
08/21/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25C0257CA
In the matter of:
Destiny Jenee Beasley
CITATION ON PETITION
TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change
Name of Adult has been filed
by Destiny Jenee Beasley of
Wilbraham, MA requesting
that the court enter a Decree
changing their name to:
Veena James Beasley

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for
purposes of objecting to the
petition by filing an appearance
at: Hampden Probate and
Family Court before 10:00
a.m. on the return day of
09/12/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance
if you object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: August 14, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate
08/21/2025

FY26 MULTI-TOWN
INVITATION TO BID
ROCK SALT
FOR SNOW & ICE
CONTROL

Sealed bids for Sodium Chlo-
ride (Rock Salt), for the purpose
of snow and ice control, will
be received by the Director of
Facilities & Operations Depart-
ment of the Hampden-Wilbra-
ham Regional School District at
the office of the Superintendent
of Schools, 621 Main Street,
Wilbraham, MA 01095, until
Thursday, September 11, 2025
at 10:00 AM, at which time they
will be opened and read aloud.
Bids received after the above
stated time and date will be re-
jected.

Towns included in this Multi-
Town Bid are as follows: Aga-
wam, Brimfield, East Longmead-
ow, Hampden, Holland, Ludlow,
Monson, Palmer, Wales, Ware,
Warren, Wilbraham, and the
Hampden-Wilbraham Regional
School District. Bid specifica-
tions and other bid related in-
formation is available Monday
through Friday, 8:00 A.M. to

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

Wilbraham-Hampden Times

OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.
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EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of LABOR DAY,

PUBLIC NOTICES
EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice

no later than NOON

Thursday, August 28

— Thank you!
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EARLY
>~ DEADLINES

>~ In observance of LABOR DAY,
the Classifieds have an
EARLY AD DEADLINE.

place your ad no later than NOON |

To advertise,

o=

Thursday, August 28 4
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Thank you!

A TURLEY PUBLICATION ——

www.turley.com
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PUBLIC NOTICES B

3:00 P.M., excluding holidays, at
the office of the Superintendent
of Schools, 621 Main Street,
Wilbraham, MA 01095, located
at Minnechaug Regional High
School, and on the HWRSD
website, www.hwrsd.org, begin-
ning Thursday, August 11, 2025.
No Specs will be Faxed. Enve-
lope to be marked:
“MULTI-TOWN BID: ROCK
SALT FOR SNOW & ICE
CONTROL - FY26”

The Director may reject any
and all bids or waive defects in
same in the best interest of the
towns.

This procurement shall be
conducted in accordance with
the provisions of the Uniform
Procurement Act, M.G.L. Chap-
ter 30B, Section 5, and those pro-
visions are hereby Incorporated
by reference into this Invitation
for Bid.

Michael Messier

Director of Facilities and

Operations

Hampden-Wilbraham

Regional School District
08/21/2025

Wilbraham
Conservation Commission
Notice of Public Hearing

The Wilbraham Conservation
Commission will hold a public
hearing on Monday, September
8,2025 at 6:30PM in Conference
Room 1 at the Wilbraham Town
Hall, 240 Springfield Street, on
the Notice of Intent filed by the
Town of Wilbraham Department
of Public Works under the Mas-
sachusetts Wetlands Protection
Act and the Wilbraham Wetlands
Bylaw. The proposed project is
for maintenance, repair, and im-
provements of existing public
and private roadways, easements,
drainage features, and infrastruc-
ture. The proposed project in-

cludes properties throughout the
Town. Information relating to
this application is on file with the
Conservation Commission.

Christopher Brown, Chairman
08/21/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25C0247CA
In the matter of:

June Constance Keeler
CITATION ON PETITION
TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change
Name of Minor has been filed
by June Constance Keeler of
Hampden, MA requesting that
the court enter a Decree chang-
ing their name to:

June Constance DeCesare

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for
purposes of objecting to the
petition by filing an appear-
ance at: Hampden Probate
and Family and Family Court
before 10:00 a.m. on the
return day of 09/02/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance
if you object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: August 04, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate
08/21/2025

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

9
2
26

67

62
68

CLUES ACROSS

1. Mongolian politician

5. Coconut palms

10. Rounded knob

14. Japanese city

15. Covers in soft
material

16. Walk around

17. Ancient region in
Syria

18. French painter

19. Grandmother

20. Cow part

22. Rocky peak

23. Secret plan

24. Sings to one’s lover

37. A person’s brother
or sister

38. Evil spirit

39. Monetary units

40. Partner to cheese

41, About Sun

42. A place to dance

43, Performer __ Lo
Green

44, Beach accessory

45. Recipe measurement

(abbr.)

46. Partly digested food

47. Pooch

48. Honorific title added
to family name

49, Salts

52. Lichens genus

55. Lowest point of a
ridge

56. Type of sword

67. Mid-month day

68. Omitted from printed
matter

69. Upper body part

CLUES DOWN
3. Iranian city
4, Publicly outs
6. Spoke

8. Extravagantly
theatrical

10. Arm bones

13. Gemstone

27. More (Spanish) 60. Albanian language ~ 21. Counsels 51. Vaccine developer
30. Father 61. Gold measurement  23. Top exec 52. Mottled citrus fruit
31. Chinese 63. Italian seaport 25. Cool! 53. A place to store lawn
philosophical 64. Longtime late night ~ 26. Touch lightly tools
principle host 27. Extract money via 54. Rare goose native to
32. Hat 65. Extremely angry taxation Hawaii
35. In agreement 66. U. of Miami mascot ~ 28. Dyes 57. Hollywood pig

32. Soft drinks

36. The bill ina

1. Two-toed sloth
2. Cooking ingredient
5. Steep-sided hollow

7. General law or rule

9. Very fast airplane
11. Ancient kingdom

near Dead Sea
12. __fide: legitimate

29. Cloying sweetness

33. Capital of Guam
34. Chemical compound  62. Mark Wahlberg

restaurant

37. Car mechanics group

38. Late comedian
Newhart

40. Health care for the
aged

41. Wise individuals

43. A passage with
access only at one
end

44, Trim

46. Former 0SS

47. The upper surface of
the mouth

49, Edible lily bulbs

50. Type of reef

58. Musician Clapton
59. Take a chance
61. Spanish soldier

comedy
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Local company takes on blighted Wilbraham property

Helps seller in need

WILBRAHAM - In a
heartwarming example of
local impact, Naples Home
Buyers recently stepped in
to help a homeowner in need
by purchasing a severely dis-
tressed property in the center
of Wilbraham, MA, turning a
challenging situation into a
win-win for both the home-
owner and the community.

The sellers were over-
whelmed and unsure where
to turn. Naples not only pur-
chased the property AS-IS,
but also put money in their
pocket, coordinated a smooth
move, and helped them relo-
cate into a better situation.
What could have become a
worsening problem became
a positive outcome for every-
one.

This effort was led by
Luke Giusto and Dom San-
taniello, first-generation en-
trepreneurs and communi-
ty leaders who co-founded
TheNaples Brand. Together,

R

© Property Maintenance

LANDSCAPING

they’ve built a trusted, home-
grown business and have
helped over 250+ families
navigate complex real estate
situations with care, creativ-
ity and integrity.

The transformation was
made possible through the
Naples Brand, which con-
sists of: Naples Home Buy-
ers, Naples Realty Group,
and Naples Waste Removal,
allowing them to purchase
the property, clean it out, and
relocate the sellers all in par-
allel.

Dom and Luke also credit
their hardworking and dedi-
cated team for making these
results possible. “None of this
happens without our amazing
team behind the scenes,” said
Giusto.

The property will be fully
renovated and will soon be-
come a beautiful home, im-
proving neighborhood curb
appeal and turning a difficult
chapter into a new beginning.

 CALL YOUR TU

August 21, 2025

7

Dementia
Friendly
Wilbraham
sponsors a
Dementia
Caregiver
Support
Group

WILBRAHAM - Join
our Caregiver Support
Group. Find strength and
understanding together.

Are you caregiver for
someone and feeling over-
whelmed and would like a
safe place to talk and gather
information and resources?

The Wilbraham Senior
Center will host a Caregiv-
er Support Group on the
second Wednesday of each
month from 6 to 7 p.m.

RSVP to Barbara at
413-596-8379 or bhar-
rington @wilbraham-ma.
gov. The group is open to

YOUR LOCAL
TRUSTED
RELIABLE
DEPENDABLE

For a FREE Estimate CALL: 413-531-1216
www.keithishamlandscapingLLC.com

Pumping  Installation ¢ Title 5 Inspections ¢ Perc Tests

566-2916

Evening & Weekend Appointments Available!
Billy Bond - The Area’s #1 “Go To” Septic Guy!
Fully Insured - Family Owned

JUNK REMOVAL

© Organic Tick & Mosquito Control
© Loam and Seed

 Fertilizer & Pest Management

* Mulch, Stone, Loam Applications
© Spring & Fall Cleanups

* Power Seeding

© PH Remedy

o Walls, Walkways, Patios, Edging

¢ Landscape Design and Installation

¢ Walking Trails Installed & Maintained
¢ Excavation - Drainage - Drywells

o Field & Brush Hogging

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS
HERE ON

L.ocal
HONIE
PROs

Magnet P.1.

Junk Removal & Dumpster Service!
Get Rid of ALL your junk at a reasonable price.
Even the Tough Stuff!

Boilers, hot Water Tanks, Oil Tanks, T.V.'s, Monitors,
Mattresses, Pools, Hot Tubs, Tires...We take it alll

Call Doug at 413-455-4397

TREE WORK

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

IS AVAILABLE

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation 413-478-4212

o
: %ﬂiﬁ:ﬁ%ﬁiﬁﬂning DL&G g ?x .
B Crane Service B

TH IS SPACE B Storm Damage TREE e i
B Stump Grinding SR

everyone.

RLEV REP TODAY! 283-8393

LUMBER & FEED

CABINETRY

Y \, m DOORS + WINDOWS
Jelde & DECKING
ROOFING

LUMBER & FEED COMPANY AND MORE ...

For Your Interior And Exterior Living Spaces!
84 Hubbard St., Ludlow * 413-583-3472
Mon- Fri 7:30am -5:00pm;

Sat 7:30am — noon; closed Sunday

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

P Over 40 Years
é Experience
7 éz Family Owned &
Seamless Aluminum Gutters Operated

65 Main Street, Wilbraham ¢ (413) 596-9611
Mon.-Fri. 7am to 5pm - Please No Sundays - Lic.#105559
s www.verdonsgutters.com e verdonsgutters@charter.net -
e Fully Insured & Free Estimates -
CUSTOM MADE & INSTALLED CONTINUOUS SEAMLESS ALUMINUM GUTTERS & DOWNSPOUTS

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Walker Home Improvement

Repairs & Renovations
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
e Finish Carpentry ¢ Framing
e Windows & Door Replacement
e Drywall ¢ Painting * Decks

413.687.5552

Competitive Pricing ® Licensed ® Insured




