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Board of Selectmen 
votes not to appeal 
lawsuit ruling

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Board of Selectmen voted on Aug. 
7 to not appeal the ruling for the Garvey v. Hampden 
Lawsuit (Self-Storage).

The deadline to appeal--if the board had moved for-
ward with an appeal--would have been Aug. 8.

Chair Don Davenport explained he sent the town at-
torney their questions and received responses, with one 
question he had focused on the potential for the appeals 
court to award damages to the plaintiff if the town loses 
the appeal.

“He said the standard for an award of double fees and 
costs is generally whether there was no reasonable basis 
for accepting a reversal under current well-settled law. 
It is high standard which courts are generally reluctant 
to apply, especially against the municipality,” Davenport 
said. “That being said, there is a legitimate risk and a 
near guarantee that any appeal process will involve extra 
costs of fighting about that issue, which will drive up le-
gal costs in writing even if we prevail. I think it’s a 50/50 
question of whether an appeals court would grant this re-
lief here. It’s essentially left the appeals court with broad 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Deputy Fire 
Chief Peter Nothe officially retired 
from the fire department after 37 
years of service to the town on Aug. 
9.

Nothe also served for 36 years 
in the Monson Fire Department and 
also served as a volunteer firefight-
er.

In a retirement celebration at 
the fire department surrounded by 
family, friends and members and 

retirees from Wilbraham and sever-
al neighboring fire departments in-
cluding the towns of Monson, Lud-
low, Palmer, Longmeadow and East 
Longmeadow, Nothe was honored 
for his many years of fire service 
and dedication to the community.

Select Board Chair Sue Bunnell 
reflected on Nothe’s career, where 
he began working at Bill’s Sonoco 
in Monson in June 1977 and then 
obtained his national certification 
as an emergency medical technician 
on May 24, 1978, becoming a fire-
fighter/EMT for the Monson Fire 
Department in April 1979 and later 

applying to become a firefighter in 
Wilbraham on January 8, 1987.

From there, Bunnell said Nothe 
was appointed by the Select Board-
-known then as the Board of Se-
lectmen--in 1987 and reported for 
duty on November 9, working his 
way through the ranks and later be-
coming fire captain on July 1, 2008, 
and deputy fire chief on February 
28, 2017, also serving as acting fire 
chief when called to do so.

She added how Nothe “has up-
held his oath of serving the people 

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers
The Board of Selectmen will not move forward on an 
appeal to the Garvey v. Hampden Lawsuit (Self-Storage) 
after a meeting on Aug. 7. 

Deputy Fire Chief Peter Nothe retires

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Deputy Fire Chief Peter Nothe and Ludlow Fire Department Assistant Fire Chief Jeffrey Lavoie pose for a photo 
during Nothe’s retirement celebration on Aug. 9. Nothe also served 36 years in the Monson Fire Department and 
also as a volunteer firefighter. 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The Friends 
of Wilbraham Seniors returned 
to Manny’s on Boston Road on 
Aug. 10 for their $500 worth of 
lottery tickets fundraiser event.

The Friends raised nearly 
$500 during the two-day event, 
with proceeds going towards the 
senior center.

With a full lotto tower on dis-
play with last year’s scratch-offs, 
the Friends connected with peo-
ple as they stopped by, sharing 
about the fundraiser and what 
the Friends does to support the 
senior center.

The drawing for the $500 
lotto raffle prize takes place on 
Aug. 24 at 3 p.m. on the front 
porch of the senior center. The 
senior center itself will not be 
open that day.

Participants who may want to 

take part the day of will have a 
chance when last-minute draw-
ings for the raffle open at 1 p.m. 
the same day.

Dee Mitchell, the corre-
sponding secretary for the 
Friends, said tickets for the raffle 
can be purchased at the senior 
center or mailed in, with a fund-
raising goal set at $5,000.

“I’ve been very happy with 
the results and the towers seem 
to sell themselves and local 
businesses--the banks--have 
been very good about letting us 
display at Monson Savings and 
Country Bank and we appreciate 
that,” Mitchell said. “We meet a 
lot of nice people and we invite 
them to come to the new senior 
center if they haven’t attended.”

Mitchell expressed gratitude 
for the community support.

“It’s great. The communi-
ty--and not just Wilbraham, but 
surrounding communities too-

-have been very supportive of 
that and many of our members at 
the senior center come from sur-

rounding communities and take 
part in the programs that we have 
to offer,” Mitchell said.

On what the Friends have 
been up to since the new se-
nior center opened on April 20, 
Mitchell shared in addition to 
their current fundraiser, there 
have been dine-outs at Krazy 
Jake’s.

She added another dine-out is 
planned at Uno’s--date to be de-
termined--and the Annual Holi-
day Bazaar is coming up on Nov. 
23 at the senior center.

“We’ll have raffles, we’ll 
have bake sales, a light lunch 
that can be purchased. Santa will 
be there listening to Christmas 
wishes and Miss Deb is going 
to be reading holiday stories,” 
Mitchell said. “We also hope 
to have a couple of community 
representatives with different or-
ganizations--nonprofits and all 
that--will be there. We’re look-
ing forward to it it’s always pop-
ular. We have between 25 and 30 

Friends of Wilbraham Seniors hosts fundraiser

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers  
From the left, Lisa Coolidge, Kari Mongeau, store manager at Manny’s, 
Chuck Pelouze and Dee Mitchell, corresponding secretary for the 
Friends of Wilbraham Seniors, pose for a group photo on Aug. 10.

Please see NOTHE, page 4Please see SELECTMEN, page 7

Please see FRIENDS, page 9
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35 Post Office Park, Wilbraham  596-0121 • REGISTER ONLINE! www.thedancestudioma.com

Classes Start
Sept. 9th!Classes for Toddler

through Adult

Classical Ballet,
Jazz, Tap, 

Musical Theater Dance, 
Modern/Contemporary, 

Pre-dance, 
Ballet Fairy Tales, 

Combo Classes, 
Street Hip-Hop, 

Break Dance and Funk, 
Competition & 

Performance Team
Toddler Class

Celebrating Our 25th Season of Dance! The     StudioDance

REGISTER NOW FOR FALL CLASSES!
OPEN HOUSE Tuesday, September 3rd 5-7pm

In person registration every Tuesday 5-7pm
Family and Multi-class Discount
1 hour classes, 90 minute recitals

Professional Adult College Educated Instructors

Adult Fitness & 
Dance Classes 

as low as 
$5 per class 
when you 

pre-register 
monthly 

or 
$10 for drop-insSPECIALIZING

IN EARLY
CHILDHOOD DANCE

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Oct. 5 .........Turkey Train ...................................$165
Nov. 16 ..... Mamma Mia! at PPAC   .......... $130 
Dec. 7 ....... Newport Mansions Christmas   ...... $110
March 15 .. 8-Night Bahamas Cruise .... from $1499
May 23 ..... 7-Night Bermuda Cruise .... from $1699

NORWEGIAN 
CRUISE LINE
2025
Call now for 
Best Cabins!

By Hannah Yeasley
Correspondent

HAMPDEN – The library’s 
Summer Reading Program fin-
ished strong with their finale 
dinner on Aug. 1, sponsored 
by the Friends of the Hampden 
Free Public Library and starting 
at 5:30 p.m. in the Town House 
Auditorium.

On their way in, each child 
in attendance received a raffle 
ticket to write their name on so 
they could win some prizes be-
ing handed out at the end of the 
evening.

Kate Rumplik, the library’s 
youth services librarian, was 
running the event and expressed 
gratitude for all their sponsors 
and the tradition they help carry.

“We’ve been doing this par-
ty for so many years, it’s a nice 
tradition at this point,” Rumplik 
said. 

The event began the way the 
best ones do: with food. Every-
one got in line and chose from 
ziti with meat sauce or buttered 
ziti; with, of course, Parmesan 

cheese as an optional 
topping. 

Salad and bread 
were also served. 

When most of the 
attendees finished, 
Rumplik got up to 
make a couple of 
announcements and 
to hand out prizes, 
thanking everyone 
for coming and for 
all the readers for 
their participation 
over the summer.

“We had over 100 
kids sign up,” Rump-
lik said. “With over 
690 hours worth of reading.”

Two readers, aged four and 
five years old, were asked what 
their favorite book from their 
summer reading was. Unicorns 
and fairies seemed to be the 
thing that drew them in the most.

“It’s a unicorn search book, 
but she loves it,” Christy said, 
mom of the incoming preschool-
er.

“We’ve been reading the 
Rainbow Magic series, and Am-

ber the Orange Fairy is her fa-
vorite,”  Sarah said, mom of the 
incoming kindergartner.

Every child in attendance 
that participated in the sum-
mer reading program received a 
packet of gift certificates, their 
choice from a box of handheld 
toys and their choice of either a 
picture book or a chapter book. 
The gift certificates were donat-
ed by sponsors and included a 
round of golf at Fenway Golf in 
East Longmeadow, a free pizza 

slice at Gio’s and a 
free ice cream cone 
from Mountain View 
Restaurant.

After prizes were 
given out, the cake—
that was made and 
donated by Village 
Food Mart—was 
cut and handed out. 
More prizes donat-
ed by sponsors were 
raffled off with the 
tickets each child 
filled out on their 
way in. 

The first was a 
trip to the Holyoke 

Children’s Museum, 
then a trip to the Eric 
Carle Museum, fol-
lowed by the next 

prize as a coupon for Yankee 
Candle and the last prize was 
VIP admission to the Basketball 
Hall of Fame. 

These prizes were not the 
main thing motivating these 
readers, however. 

Continued participation in 
the summer reading program 
is encouraged by events held at 
the library throughout the sum-
mer, and Rumplik even started 
a motivator she calls ‘Read and 
Beads’. For every 15 minutes or 

so of reading, partic-
ipants get a bead and 
the goal is to build a 
whole necklace. 

Also, those who 
read above a certain 
number of hours get 
invited to Wilbra-
ham’s End of Sum-
mer Reading Party 
at Interskate 91.

Rumplik sent 
a thank you to the 

Hampden Cultural Council for 
their ongoing support and gave 
a special shoutout to Village 
Food Mart and the Friends of the 
Hampden Free Public Library, 
both major contributors to the 
day’s event.

“We have a long list of spon-
sors, and we couldn’t do these 
types of events without them,” 
Rumplik said. “This dinner is es-
pecially thanks to Village Food 
Mart. They donate a majority of 
the food, and the Friends cover 
the rest.”

One of the members of the 
Friends was Catherine Mahoney. 
She was a teacher in Wilbraham 
for 34 years and has found sim-
ilar fulfillment during retirement 
by volunteering with the Friends.

“It’s incredibly important to 
cultivate a community of life-
long readers,” Mahoney said. 
“One goal of ours is to encour-
age kids of any age to be on-
going learners. Watching them 
grow from year to year—there’s 
just nothing else like it.”

The library will continue to 
post information about upcom-
ing events during the school year 
on their Facebook page.

To learn more, visit hamp-
depubliclibrary.org.

Dinner at Hampden Library wraps up Summer Reading

The set up of the Town House Auditorium for the 
Hampden Free Public Library’s Summer Reading Finale 
Party for the kids.

Attendees wait in line for their dinner plates.

A list of sponsors for the 
Summer Reading Program. 
Donations include money 
but also supplies and 
things for events like 
prizes or food.

Prizes for the readers included one from the gray bin--
such as bouncy balls or hand-held puzzles-- and either 
a picture book or a chapter book depending on age.

The cake, also made and 
donated by Village Food Mart.

Turley photos by Hannah Yeasley
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2039 Boston Road, Wilbraham
Open: Sun.-Wed. 11:30am-9pm

Thurs.-Sat. 11:30am-10pm
~ BAR OPEN LATE ~

413-279-1198 • thelocaltablentap.com

   SUNDAY   
   BRUNCH 

A special brunch menu along 
with our regular menu items

Bloody Marys • Mimosas
Peach Bellinis

We Are Hiring! Apply online at thelocaltablentap.com/jobs

THURSDAY 
ALL DAY SPECIAL

Steak & Steamers
10 oz. Sirloin, Clams w/ Drawn 

Butter, Baked Potato & Corn 
ONLY $29

PARTIES 
& BANQUETS

We can accommodate 25-90 
people for your special event

10am-
2pm

Attention Schools, Sports Teams, Clubs and other Non-Profit Organizations: 

MONDAY SPECIAL
$15 Burger & Beer

Smash Burger, 
Fries, and 
Choice of 

16 oz. Stella or 
Bud Light

TUESDAY SPECIAL 
$20 Steak Dinner
10 oz. Sirloin 
with Mashed 

Potatoes 
and Grilled 
Vegetables

The LOCAL is happy to introduce our charitable donation program: 

Give LOCAL 
Book your Fundraiser at the LOCAL!

We’ll donate 20% of the food sales from 
your organization’s guests during the event.

Let’s coordinate a fundraiser
for your group today!

TheLocalTableNTap.com/give-local

           ALWAYS FRESH AT 

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

THE BEST FRESH 
LOCALLY GROWN

  Elsie’s Creamery 
The Best Homemade Ice Cream

LIMITED EDITION SPECIAL FLAVOR

Chuck’s Madagascar Chuck’s Madagascar 
Vanilla BeanVanilla Bean

From Nearby Farms
Locally Grown Blueberries, 
Green Peppers, Eggplant,

Yellow & Green Beans, 
Cucumbers & MORE!

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL FARMERS!
Local Field Grown 
TOMATOES!

                     Red, Ripe, Delicious
Plum, Grape and Cherry Tomatoes Too!

BUTTER & SUGAR BUTTER & SUGAR 
SWEET CORNSWEET CORN

Sweet White Corn Too!

Locally Grown

BIG POT SAVINGSBIG POT SAVINGS
CERAMIC POTTERY 

14 Inch Diameter or Larger

20% OFF All Month Long20% OFF All Month Long
Glazed, Textured, 

Colors To Match Your Décor

Pack A Picnic from Randall’s
 Boar’s Head Maple Honey Ham ...... $9.99/lb

 Boar’s Head Wisconsin Cheddar  .$8.99/lb

 Boar’s Head Deluxe Ham ................ $10.99/lb

 Boar’s Head American Cheese ...... $5.99/lb

Pollinator Friendly & Drought Tolerant

COREOPSISCOREOPSIS
American Dreams Pink, 
Hot Paprika Cherry Red, 

Zagreb Light Yellow

    $9.99    $9.99

SUNFLOWER 
BOUQUETS
Fresh Cut Sunflowers

       $9.99       $9.99

One Gallon 
Pots

 Perennial Of The WeekWeek

Gourmet Sandwiches & Summer Salads
FRESH BAKED COOKIES, PIES & MUFFINS

Randall’s Blueberry Sour Cream Pies

5 Stem
Bunches

 

Highlights include start 
time, electronic voting

By Kristin Rivers 
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Board of Se-
lectmen revisited suggestions on how 
to improve Fall Town Meeting on 
Aug. 12.

This week, Selectman John Flynn 
suggested an alternative start time of 
6:30 p.m., as opposed to 7 p.m.

“Would the board be amenable to 
thinking about 6:30? There’s nothing 
in the bylaws about the Special Town 
Meeting start time. It’s only the Annu-
al Town Meeting,” Flynn said.

Chair Don Davenport asked about 
the suggestion.

“Would earlier cause greater con-
cerns for people with their supper?” 
Davenport said.

Flynn elaborated further.
“I know that our Annual Town 

Meeting has just as many issues, but 
again, we get back to the 
fact that the first ten of them 
are ‘thank you, thank you 
and thank you.’ Whereas, 
the ones here are all some-
thing that engenders some 
discussion and I think is a 
good possibility we could be 
out late,” Flynn said. “And I 
think starting a little earlier 
especially when we want en-
gagement with families and 
possible childcare would 
help. I submit it but we ha-
ven’t posted yet and I throw 
it out there. I don’t think it 
would be a bad idea to talk 
about 6:30 for a start time 
and see how it works out.”

Selectman Craig Rivest said the 
6:30 start time “could be feasible” but 
it would need to be publicized well be-
cause “people are going to be used to 
seven.”

“And then if we consider using 
childcare, we need to get whoever’s 
on board with that so we know that’s 
an option if we’re going to do that,” 
Rivest said.

Flynn agreed on reaching out.
“The Girl Scouts did a thing one 

time, Minnechaug has a thing with 
their early childhood and they get 
community credits for doing it too,” 
Flynn said.

“I don’t know if there’s any waiv-
ers people need to sign or any legali-
ties to it,” Rivest added.

When Davenport asked if the 
board wanted to look into it further, 
Flynn said yes and Rivest added his 
support.

“I think it’s a great idea,” Rivest 
said.

On electronic voting, Flynn said he 
saw Town Moderator Richard Green 
the other day and “got a couple things 

that he’s worked out” and is in favor 
of the idea.

Davenport then said this.
“I’m just thinking that there’s 

several issues on there that might be 
controversial that people would rather 
not,” Davenport said.

When Rivest asked if electron-
ic voting should be tested out at Fall 
Town Meeting, Flynn replied yes.

After the board discussed possible 
ideas on obtaining the electronic vot-
ing items whether by buying or leas-
ing them from other towns, Davenport 
wondered about the number to get.

“We say, ‘Okay, we normally get 
200 people at a town meeting, so we 
order 200 and then--say--400 show 
up,’” Davenport said.

Flynn said Green would check to 
see if there was an emergency borrow 
option.

“I can rent 250, but I can order an 
actual 200 whenever I need them,” 
Flynn said.

Davenport agreed to have the 
board look into these ideas further and 
see where to go from there.

Selectmen revisit suggestions for Fall Town Meeting

WILBRAHAM - The State 
Primary is being held on Tues-
day, September 3, 2024.  Reg-
istered voters in Massachusetts 
will be able to cast their bal-
lots in-person before the State 
Primary.  Registered voters in 
Wilbraham can come to Town 
Hall during scheduled business 
hours listed below to cast their 
ballot.  In-person Early Voting 

will take place at the Wilbraham 
Town Hall, 240 Springfield St., 
on the following dates/times: 

Hours of Early Voting:
Saturday, August 24, 2024

11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday, August 26

thru Friday, August 30, 2024
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Wilbraham In-Person
Early Voting Hours

Historical Society
presents talk on USS 
Arizona survivor

HAMPDEN – The Hampden Histori-
cal Society at Academy Hall, 616 Main St. 
on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 6:30 p.m., presents 
Jason Burgener, veterans service officer, 
will talk on the last living survivor on a 
USS Battleship, Arizona: Attack on Pearl 
Harbor, who passed at 102 years old.

All welcome.
Questions, call Linda at 413-566-8447.
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESSlb

USDA INSP. FRESH
CUTLETS PORK SIRLOIN .....

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: 8/15/24-8/21/24

$249

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN ... $199

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB BAG ..........

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW EASY PEEL SHRIMP
31/40 COUNT 2 LB BAG ...................

$233
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
HOT HAM .............................. $299

ea

lb
$155

IN OUR DELI
PROVOLONE CHEESE ...........

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

OCEAN GOURMET
STUFFED CLAMS 20 OZ ................. $699

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$888
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS 

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .........

$879
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN 

BEEF RIB EYE STEAK...................

$444

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$239
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS ............. BEEF

RIB EYE

$499
lb

BEEF SHOULDER
LONDON BROIL

7 LB 
BAG$379

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

lb
$888

lb
WHOLE 

OR HALF
CUT
FREE

$299
USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED
CHICKEN THIGHS .................. lb

USDA INSP. 
KAYEM HOT DOGS 2 LB BOX .. $799

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

of Wilbraham to the best of his ability” 
and dedicated his life to saving others and 
touching countless lives throughout his ca-
reer.

“Whereas Deputy Fire Chief Nothe 
has accumulated a wealth of knowledge 
in the field of firefighting and emergency 
management--which is difficult to quantify 
and impossible to replace--and has gener-
ously shared this knowledge as a teacher 
to aspiring and experienced firefighters 
and paramedics alike, leaving a legacy of 
knowledge about Wilbraham Fire Depart-
ment’s history, culture, values, processes 
and practices,” Bunnell said.

State Fire Marshal Jon Davine present-
ed a certificate from the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts Executive Office of Public 
Safety and Security, congratulating Nothe 
“on an amazing career.”

“My 25 years in Northampton, I heard 
his name several, several times. I think ev-
erybody in Western Mass has met him and 

knows him 
and he’s 
very well-re-
spected out there and had a fantastic ca-
reer,” Davine said.

Fire Commissioner Ed Rigney next pre-
sented a token of appreciation to Nothe.

“Pete, I think you have touched many, 
many of the people here. Young and old 
and there’s probably no one more deserv-
ing of enjoying a retirement than you,” Ri-
gney said.

Fire Chief Michael Andrews presented 
an axe to Nothe on behalf of the fire depart-
ment “for all his dedication and hard work 
he put into this department.”

“He’s somebody that truly cared about 
the department and that it was always at 
its best. He worried about the little details 
that we all need to worry about to keep the 
place running and it doesn’t go unnoticed. 
The institutional knowledge he possesses is 
irreplaceable,” Andrews said.

Andrews also thanked Nothe for his 
guidance and support when he became fire 
chief.

“He said 
to me, ‘I’m 
going to 
give you my 
opinion on 

everything and no matter what the decision 
is, I’m going to support it 100%’ and he 
held true to that from day one until today,” 
Andrews said. “So, I’m very grateful for 
that and I wish you the best in your retire-
ment.”

David Bourcier, retired fire chief and 
37-year veteran of the fire department, 
reflected on serving alongside Nothe and 
commended him for his commitment to the 
job.

“You are one of the most committed 
people I ever have known in the fire service 
and again, I’m really proud that you made 
it to this point,” Bourcier said. “Congratu-
lations on everything, I really loved work-
ing with you and it was great and--just as 
Chief Andrews said--you bring a lot to this 
department and when you were my depu-
ty and stuff, it was fantastic. I was able to 
count on you for so many things and I just 
really appreciate it.”

Nothe said he loved his job, inspired to 
become a firefighter after his brother, Fran-
cis, was fire chief in Wilbraham and served 
on the Volunteer Department in Monson.

He also credits his wife, Bonnie, for 
her support, adding his son, Andrew, now 
serves in the fire department and his neph-

ew is too, 
serving at 
the Long-
m e a d o w 
Fire De-
partment.

“I fell in 
love with it 

from day one. I eat, drink and sleep it, I re-
ally do. I’ve been blessed that my wife un-
derstood it from the get-go. She knew that 
there would be times I’m not there, I got to 
leave for something or work overtime. She 
understood it, she was always supportive of 
it. Never a complaint. I owe her a big debt 
of gratitude for this. I might not be where I 
am if it wasn’t for her supporting me in this 
career,” Nothe said.

Reflecting on his career, Nothe shared 
he enjoyed interacting with the communi-
ty, being out on the job and moving up the 
ranks after receiving encouragement.

“I’m very blessed with the opportuni-
ties I’ve had. If I could rewrite my career or 
my career path, I honestly don’t think I’d 
change a thing,” Nothe said. “Things just 
fell into place when they were supposed 
to. I’m very grateful, very blessed for all 
of that stuff.”

Nothe’s advice to future and aspiring 
firefighters is to come in and learn the cul-
ture, with his greatest lessons focused on 
perspective.

“Once you learn it, once you under-
stand it, you really come to love it,” Nothe 
said. “It truly is a family. Learn the ways of 
your family here at the department and you 
will learn to love it completely.”

Nothe’s message to the community was 
this: “I’m leaving them in good hands.”

“As I said before, I wouldn’t hesitate to 
trust my life, my property, my family on 
anybody in this building right now. They’re 
all great guys, they’re very talented guys, 
they’re dedicated. You’re in good hands 
with this department,” Nothe said. “I think 
the town’s very lucky to have this group of 
guys and this department.”

NOTHE  from page 1

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Deputy Fire Chief Peter Nothe, on his last day serving 
the Wilbraham Fire Department, watches as Fire 
Commissioner Ed Rigley  provides remarks during 
Nothe’s retirement celebration on Aug. 9.

Deputy Fire Chief Peter Nothe shakes hands with State 
Fire Marshal Jon Davine after being presented with a 
certificate from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Executive Office of Public Safety and Security 
recognizing his many years of service to the Wilbraham 
Fire Department.

Deputy Fire Chief Peter Nothe shakes hands with 
Select Board Sue Bunnell after being presented with 
a commendation from the Town of Wilbraham for his 
many years serving in the Wilbraham Fire Department.

A slice of cake and photos from Deputy Fire Chief Peter 
Nothe’s time serving with the Wilbraham Fire Department 
were on full display during his retirement celebration at 
the fire department on Aug. 9.

A photo of Deputy Fire 
Chief Peter Nothe in full 
uniform in a slideshow 
photo displayed during 
Nothe’s retirement party 
from the Wilbraham Fire 
Department.
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESPage 6 August 15, 2024

Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri-
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to dzbierski@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly 

correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor-
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito-
rial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu-
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hamp-
den TIMES is published ev-
ery Thursday by Turley Pub-
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho-
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos.

Editorial 
Policy
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Dear Rusty: 
For a thirty-year period, I was making a 

living as an independent contractor and free-
lancer. 

I was working on behalf of myself. Thus, I 
was only paying state and federal taxes when 
applied. Due to changes in the employment 
landscape, I wish to apply for benefits at age 
sixty-four, as receiving said SS benefits would 
serve as supplemental income to what I would 
be receiving from outside sources. 

I recently discovered through the SSA that 
I do not have enough “points” to apply for 
Social Security benefits. What would be the 
method to obtain those required points in order 
to receive benefits? Signed: Needing Points 

Dear Needing: 
Social Security is an earned benefit and 

eligibility is attained by contributing to SS 
through FICA payroll taxes or Self-Employ-
ment tax on your net earnings from self-em-
ployment, over your lifetime. You must have 
at least 40 “quarters of credit” to be eligible 
for Social Security benefits  essentially you 
must work one quarter of each year earning at 
least a specified amount during that quarter to 
earn one credit and you can earn a maximum of  
four credits for each year you work. 

The amount of earnings per credit var-
ies each year, but for 2024, work earnings of 
$1,730 give you one credit (annual work earn-
ings of $6,920 earn four credits). Usually, you 
must contribute to Social Security for about ten 
years to be eligible for benefits. 

You must have earned at least 40 quarter 

credits to collect Social Security retirement 
benefits/ If you have less than 40 you are not 
eligible for SS retirement benefits. 

For self-employed individuals, SECA SS 
tax is paid when you file your federal income 
tax return – you pay into Social Security when 
filing your annual Self-Employment income 
tax return (the self-employed must pay both the 
employee and the employer portion of Social 
Security tax). 

If you did not file an income tax return for 
each year over your lifetime you were self-em-
ployed, you didn’t earn any SS credits for that 
year. You pay SECA tax on your net earnings 
from self-employment (after all business ex-
penses are deducted).

If you are just a few credits short of the 40 
necessary to be eligible for benefits, you can 
still earn those extra credits needed by working 
and paying SS FICA or SECA taxes on your 
work earnings. For each $1,730 earned this 
year, you will earn one SS credit, up to a max-
imum of four  per year. 

But you must contribute to Social Security 
from those earnings – if you work as a compa-
ny employee you will have FICA taxes with-
held from your earnings, and if you are still 
self-employed you would need to pay SECA 
taxes on net earnings over $6,920 when you 

file your self-employment income tax return. 
You would need to do that for as long as it 
takes for you to attain the minimum 40 quarter 
credits needed to be eligible for Social Securi-
ty retirement benefits. (FYI: you cannot “buy” 
the extra points needed; you need to earn them 
by working and contributing to Social Security 
from your earnings).

One final point: whenever SS benefits are 
claimed before one’s Full Retirement Age 
Social Security’s “earnings test” applies. The 
earnings test limits how much you can earn 
from working before some of your SS bene-
fits are taken away. The earnings test no longer 
applies after you reach your FRA and, if you 
turned 64 this year, your FRA is 67. Self-em-
ployed individuals are also subject to an hourly 
limit of 15 to 45 working hours per month in 
their first year of early retirement. 

The Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. This article 
is intended for information purposes and does 
not represent legal or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and interpretations of 
the Association Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the Nation-
al Social Security Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for AMAC. 

I was self-employed and don’t have enough credits for 
Social Security

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

I always have such high hopes for my to-
mato plants. 

They go into the ground so healthy and 
green and for the first few weeks manage to 
stay that way. Then the inevitable yellowing 
and dropping of some bottom leaves happens 
from early blight.  

The plants are outgrowing their cages and 
this point, though, so I just accept this as a 
normal condition and get excited for the first 
harvest. Some tomatoes look OK, but others 
are exhibiting strange, less than perfect, symp-
toms.  

Read on to learn which conditions are 
which and what that means for your harvest.

My paste tomatoes in particular seem to 
always be susceptible to blossom end rot. It 
looks exactly as it sounds and is characterized 
by leathery brown or black spots on the bottom 
of the fruit.  

Usually, it is seen on the first few develop-
ing tomatoes and occurs when there is trouble 
with calcium absorption. 

The plan of action for this year would be to 
regulate your watering, since calcium assim-
ilation can get botched up when plants suffer 
from drought. Applying a layer of mulch will 
help to encourage the deep rooting that is es-
sential for nutrient transmission.  

In the meantime, send a sample of your 
soil off to the UMass Extension Service Soil 
Testing Lab and adjust calcium levels per 
their recommendation if need be. If by chance 
you are growing a new variety of tomato and 
are experiencing blossom end rot for the first 
time, consider switching to another variety; 
some are more susceptible to it than others.  

In my garden it is habitually only the paste 
tomatoes that suffer. 

Regarding harvest and use: if you cut the 
end of the tomato off and then cut into the 
seed cavity and there is no black area, feel 
free to use. Sometimes there will be sections 
of black within the cavity but not always.  

This malady can also be seen on peppers 
and eggplants. Sometimes, though, sun scald 
can sort of look like blossom end rot in pep-
pers. Planting peppers closer together so that 
foliage shields developing fruit can help with 
that issue.

Fruit cracking around the stem, either in 

rings or radiating downward is caused by over-
watering; we or Mother Nature can be at fault. 
This year I will blame her for some of it.  

A little over a week ago many gardeners 
in the area received an inch or more of rain in 
two separate deluges. Keep in mind that most 
veggies require about an inch per week. Adjust 
your irrigation to accommodate.  

As mentioned above, mulches do well to 
moderate soil moisture; if you mulch, you can 
water less often! If cracking ends up being a 
big problem for you, consider scouring the 
seed catalogs for varieties that are resistant to 
it. 

As long as the cracks are fresh, and haven’t 
begun to show mold, I use the fruit anyway.

Another problem many gardeners experi-
ence is a condition called yellow shoulders, in 
which tomatoes never ripen fully on the top or 
stem end. This is usually a genetic problem, 
but it can be lessened by allowing the fruit to 
ripen slowly under the cover of surrounding 
foliage rather than out in the open.  

High organic matter content and a pH of 
6.4 or lower is said to help with this condition 
–another good reason to have your soil tested 
and see where it stands.  

You can still use these tomatoes. Simply 
cut that portion off or use it regardless.

These conditions don’t have to mean the 
end of your harvest. By working around the 
issues, making some minor adjustments and 
choosing appropriate resistant varieties, toma-
to sauce is still in your future!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 32 years she has 
held the position of staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to pouimette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Tomato dreams and then there’s reality
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Election letters to the 
editor welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times wel-
comes readers to participate in this year’s elec-
tion campaigns by writing letters to the editor 
for publication on these pages. Letters of up to 
250 words from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to Wilbraham-Hampden 
Times, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or 
emailed to krivers@turley.com. Please include 
a daytime telephone number for verification 
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must 
be received by noon Monday to be considered 
for that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters 
will be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be printed. 
If the volume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, or if the 
letters become repetitive, the newspaper re-
serves the right to print a representative sam-
ple. No endorsement letters will be printed in 
the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor at 
413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the 

newspaper plans to print stories about con-
tested races for Congress, state Senate, state 
House, district attorney and Governor’s Council 
during the weeks leading up to the election, as 
well as a question-and-answer voters guide. In 
order to ensure fairness to all candidates, no 
political press releases will be printed, nor will 
reporters cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize 
their candidacy, beliefs and events may contact 
advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertis-
ing in Wilbraham-Hampden Times.

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

discretion to decide either way.”
On whether the board could get 

clarification from their attorney be-
fore their meeting for the appeals 
court, Davenport said the answer 
was no.

“We have two choices at this 
point: file an appeal of the judgment 
or seek clarification from the court 
regarding how they want the Plan-
ning Board to proceed. We cannot 
get the clarification before our deci-
sion must be made to appeal, which 
by the way the deadline is tomor-
row,” Davenport said.

On whether the imposition of 
reasonable conditions is warrant-
ed--including the 21 conditions in 

the ruling--means additional condi-
tions could be added, Davenport said 
their attorney said yes.

“Provided they are reasonable 
and are not restrictive that they, are, 
essentially act as a denial of the spe-
cial permit,” Davenport said.

If the new board--the Planning 
Board--could add those new condi-
tions and how could that be done due 
to two members having not partici-
pated in the original hearing, Daven-
port said this.

“The attorney said that requires 
clarification from the land court. 
State law requires that votes for spe-
cial permit and conditions must have 
four affirmative votes by planning 
members who attended all hearings, 
other than one allowed absence,” 
Davenport said. “The Planning 
Board and whatever form the land 
court tells us to take would have to 
vote on every condition and receive 
four affirmative votes.”

If the Planning Board adds new 
conditions and the plaintiff objects, 
Davenport explained the avenue 
would be the applicant could appeal 
after the special permit decision 
post-hearing.

“The Planning Board must grant 
the special permit, but there could be 
a fight over whether the conditions 
are reasonable. Abutters or other 
opponents could, also, try to appeal 
the decision,” Davenport said. “Al-
though, it would be an uphill battle 
with the land court has already or-
dered that a special permit must be 
granted.”

Regarding one of the new Plan-
ning Board members having been an 
opponent of the project and testified 
about it at the hearing if they would 
need to recuse themselves, Daven-
port said the attorney responded this.

“Whether or not a new member 
is even eligible to vote on any of 
this is an unanswered question that 
we need clarification from the land 
court to address. If new members 
could vote, then the issue of the 
possible conflict is for the member 
in question to address personally,” 
Davenport said. “Which raised, per-
sonally, for myself, the question of 

whether the former chairperson who 
was recently reappointed could vote 
because of these expatriate commu-
nications with the plaintiffs and his 
attacks on the board and myself per-
sonally. He said recusal questions 
are left to the individual board mem-
bers.”

After Selectman John Flynn clar-
ified the 50/50 is about the rewarded 
damages, Davenport affirmed that 
was correct.

“The 50/50 refers to whether they 
reward damages or not,” Davenport 
said.

Flynn said after getting opinions 
from their attorney and Town Ad-
ministrator Brian Domina, he agreed 
on the concerns about the appeal be-
ing frivolous and “opening the door 
to potential damages.”

“I think we have the opportuni-
ty to use the Planning Board’s pro-
cess to impose reasonable additional 
conditions as well and put it in their 
hands to protect the town from that 
standpoint,” Flynn said. “So, I would 
be not in favor of proceeding with an 
appeal to this decision.”

Selectman Craig Rivest was also 
not in favor of moving forward with 
an appeal.

“Based on town council’s opin-
ion, I don’t feel comfortable with the 
appeal process,” Rivest said.

Davenport’s final thoughts fo-
cused on this being one of those rare 
occasions “where your personal feel-
ings have to be subservient to your 
stewardship of the town’s funds and 
the process.”

“You know I have some substan-
tial issues with certain things. How-
ever, I think that as a steward for the 
town’s funds and (a) practical mat-
ter in additionally being concerned 
about the other applicant, now, filing 
to reconsider--have the court recon-
sider--that decision, I would, reluc-
tantly, vote not to appeal,” Davenport 
said.

The motion to not appeal the Gar-
vey v. Hampden Lawsuit (Self-Stor-
age) passed 3-0.

SELECTMEN from page 1

Wilbraham Notice to 
Voters: Registration

WILBRAHAM – From the office of the Board of 
Registrars of Voters:

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Registrars 
of Voters is in session.

Dates Monday - Friday
Times 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Places Town Clerk’s Office
Saturday August 24, 2024

9 a.m. to 5 p.m
Town Clerk’s Office

*(Last Day to Register and change party enroll-
ment for State Primary)

for the purpose of registering voters for the State 
Primary to be held on Tuesday, September 3, 2024 and 
to make any necessary corrections in the list of voters.

QUALIFICATIONS:  An applicant for registration 
must be at least 18 years of age by the date of the elec-
tion, a citizen of the United States and a resident of 
this city or town.

A registered voter who chooses to adopt a new 
name by decree of court or as a result of marriage shall 
continue to be registered in his/her former name until 
June first of the following year at which time the vot-
er shall be registered in his/her new name; provided, 
however, that if such voter appears in person prior to 
the close of registration for any preliminary, primary, 
or election to notify the registrars of such adoption of a 
new name, the registrars shall correct the current annu-
al register so that such voter shall be registered in his/
her new name. (G.L. Chapter 51, sec 2 as amended)

If a qualified voter whose name was on the voter’s 
list last year finds after close of registration that his/her 
name has been omitted from the current list by mistake 
or that there is a clerical error in the listing, he may 
apply to correct the omission or error.

If the application is made on Election Day, he/she 
may have a certificate to vote. Call the Board of Regis-
trars’ Office, 413-596-2800, ext. 200, for information:

• If you are unable because of physical disability to 
appear in person to register, or

• If you wish to verify your voting status.

Wilbraham Vote-By-Mail 
and Absentee Voting

WILBRAHAM - Vote-by-mail ballots and absen-
tee ballots are now available for the upcoming 

State Primary scheduled for Tuesday, September 
3, 2024. A request in writing is 

required for obtaining an early or absentee ballot. 
An application to request a ballot can 

be found on the Wilbraham Town Website and 
Secretary of State’s website. Please call 

596-2800, ext. 200 if you have any questions.
For the Vote by Mail Paper Application, visit https://

www.sec.state.ma.us/divisions/elections/download/
vote-by-mail-applications/vote-by-mail-paper-appli-
cation-2023.pdf.

To register to vote or change name/address on vot-
er registration, visit https://www.sec.state.ma.us/ovr/.

Memory Café at the
Wilbraham Senior Center

WILBRAHAM – The senior center will be hosting a 
Memory Café the first Monday of every month at 11 a.m.

Memory Café is an informal social gathering where 
you can participate in activities that help retain and pos-
sibly improve memory skills. It is open to everyone who 
wants to work on their brain power. It is especially help-
ful to those suffering memory loss and their caregivers.

• Prevent social isolation
• Form new friendships
• Make the reality of memory loss less traumatic
• Stimulate happy memories through creative arts 

and music
• Give caregivers a chance to have fun with the ma-

ture adult
• Caregivers learn techniques to assist in their care-

giver role
Call Barbara Harrington at 596-8379 to register and 

for more information.

Fall into Art Art Show
HAMPDEN – The Scantic River Artisans present the 

“Fall into Art Art Show” on Sept. 13 and 14 at Thorn-
ton W. Burgess Middle School on 85 Wilbraham Rd. in 
Hampden.

We invite you to experience, explore and purchase the 
diverse art on display.

The two-day show takes place from 3 to 7 p.m. on 
Sept. 13, and from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sept. 14, with a 
reception from Noon to 2 p.m.

The New England Mosaic will also be featured in the 
show! 

The New England Mosaic is a 24-foot fine art wall 
made up of 264 individual canvas “tiles” painted by over 
200 area artists that capture the beauty and diversity of 
New England life. The tiles will be for sale and the pro-
ceeds will fund scholarships for area art students. 

To learn more, email: info@scanticriverartisans.com 
or visit www.scanticriverartisans.com.

Fall Storytime at the
Wilbraham Public Library

WILBRAHAM– A fall storytime session will be held 
at the Wilbraham Public Library starting on Thursday, 
September 19 and continuing weekly for six weeks. 
Children ages 3 1/2 - 5 are invited to join us at the library 
for a fun-filled time of stories, songs, and crafts. Kids 
must come in independently and parents/ caretaker must 
wait in the library. 10 to 10:45 a.m. Thursday Sept. 19, 
Sept. 26, Oct. 3, Oct. 10, Oct. 17 and Oct. 24. 

Registration is required and starts on August 19 at 9 
a.m. Space is limited! Sign ups are for the six week ses-
sion. To sign up, visit the Event Calendar at www.wilbra-
hamlibrary.org or contact the library at 413-596-6141. 
This programs is sponsored by the Wilbraham Friends 
of the Library.

Campus 
N o t e s

Cronin graduates from 
Fairfield University

Molly Cronin of Wilbraham graduated from 
Fairfield University, May 2024. 

At the time of graduation, a student must have 
earned a minimum of 120 credits and completed 
at least 38 three- or four-credit courses, depend-
ing on the course of study, and have an overall 
grade point average of 2.0 or better at the conclu-
sion of the senior year.
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LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - Adults and 
teens gathered at Noon on Aug. 3 
to celebrate the end of this year’s 
Summer Reading program with 
finale parties.

The adults gathered in the 
Rochford Reading Room while 
the teens were downstairs in the 
Town House Auditorium.

For the teens, they enjoyed 
a tie-dye event and music with 
Young Adult Librarian Maxine 
Girard announcing the winners 
of raffle baskets including a 
Swiftie raffle basket for the ul-
timate Taylor Swift fan, a mov-
ie night basket, an Anime and 
Manga-themed raffle basket, 
a cozy reading raffle basket, a 
gamer-themed raffle basket, an 

arts and crafts raffle basket, a 
mystery raffle basket and a $50 
Barnes & Noble gift card.

Upstairs, the adults enjoyed 
treats and conversation while 
Director Ellen Moriarty was an-
nouncing the winners of $50 gift 
cards for Casa Bella, Bilton’s 
Mountainside Orchard, Village 
Food Mart, Gio’s, La Cucina, 
Bagel Nook and the Mountain 
View Restaurant.

Moriarty and Girard also 
shared the results of this year’s 
summer reading.

For the adults, over 100 
adults signed up, reading over 
500 books and sharing their fa-
vorite five-star reads in a binder 
so the community can check out 
their recommendations.

Meanwhile, for the teens, 58 
teens in grades five through 12 
signed up, reading for over 1,245 

hours, with 23 teens reading at 
least 20 hours this summer.

Moriarty was ecstatic about 
the participation and getting to 
see patrons at the finale party.

“It’s a fun get-together to talk 
about what you’re reading in the 
summer, what you read, recom-
mendations for future reading,” 
Moriarty said. “I, also, have all 
of our programming out for the 
whole fall for everyone to see.”

The upcoming programs, 
Moriarty explained, include 
three book clubs: the Saturday 
Book Club every third Saturday 
of the month at 11 a.m., the So-
cial Justice Book Club & Film 
Series every fourth Thursday of 
the month and the Silent Book 
Club the second Saturday of the 
month at Noon.

Additional programming 
includes Matt York’s tribute to 

Johnny Cash 
on Sept. 21 at 
Noon and Fall 
Yoga Classes.

“Everything 
is free and 
they’re very 
popular pro-
grams. We hope 
to get a lot of 
people to come 

and participate,” Moriarty said.
Moriarty was thrilled with 

the success of this year’s sum-
mer reading, crediting the local 
businesses, the Hampden and 
Massachusetts Cultural Councils 
and the Friends of the Hampden 
Free Public Library for their 
generosity and support.

“It means a lot to me. It shows 
that reading is still very import-
ant in people’s lives,” Moriarty 
said. “Even though there’s a lot 
of ways to read these days, peo-
ple are still reading and it’s very, 
very important.”

Girard was excited to see 
many teens come for the finale 
party and take part in summer 
reading, adding tracking the 
number of hours has been more 
helpful and welcoming for par-
ticipants.

“It’s so exciting when the 
teens come in and say ‘I’ve read 
so and so many hours’ and it is 
really just so exciting to know 
that they’re reading that much 
and they’re excited for it,” Girard 
said. “Our goal, really, is to just 
have teens reading when they’re 
not in school just to stay engaged 
in a very low-stakes, fun kind of 
reading experience.”

On upcoming fall events, Gi-

rard shared they include a De-
stress with Tucker from Bright 
Spot Therapy Dogs event on 
Aug. 24 at Noon, the Anime & 
Manga Club beginning Sept. 12 
at 4 p.m., a Sip & Stitch Crochet 
Club every first Saturday of the 
month beginning on Sept. 7 at 11 
a.m., a DIY Trinket Box craft on 
Sept. 14 at 11 a.m. and a Book 
to Movie Book Club on Sept. 28 
at 11 a.m.

Girard thanked the teens for 
taking part in summer reading 
and their enthusiasm for reading 
and supporting the library and its 
programming.

She also thanked everyone 
for their support of the program-
ming and for putting together the 
raffle baskets.

“It really helps to create that 
community feel when every-
one’s home and doing random 
things in the summer,” Girard 
said. “We really can’t do it with-
out our community. It’s really 
community-based so we’re real-
ly grateful for that.”

Moriarty’s message was this.
“Great job! Keep reading! 

Keep coming to the library! We 
have programs for everyone: the 
littles, the teens and the adults,” 
Moriarty said.

Adults, teens celebrate end of Summer Reading at library

The adults gathered in the Rochford Reading Room for 
the Adults Summer Reading Finale Party at the Hampden 
Free Public Library.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Brigid Choiniere was this year’s big winner upon 
winning the Mystery Raffle Basket for Teen Summer 
Reading. 

A close-up of tie-dye tote bags teens made during their 
Summer Reading Finale Party on Aug. 3.

Director Ellen Moriarty gets ready to pick out the next 
raffle winner at the Adults Summer Reading Finale Party 
on Aug. 3.

Isabella Kupis holds up her movie night raffle basket she 
won during the Teen Summer Reading Finale Party in 
Hampden. The teens’ party took place in the Town House 
Auditorium.

A tie-dye project with a mix of blues and greens at the 
Teens Summer Reading Finale Party.

HAMPDEN - As you can see, items 
such as this great stuffed sea animal was 
given to us.   However, he didn’t quite 
fit in the bin, so I helped and pulled her 
out to wait for The Hartsprings Driver 
to arrive with his big truck to take it for 
a ride to its new home to redistribute. 
Thank you to the anonymous person 
who donated this and most likely many 
other items as well. 

The bin will remain in this location 

at The Hampden Senior Center at 104 
Allen Street in Hampden and we ac-
cept all cloth items such as clothing, 
bedding, towels, shoes, purses, books, 
small kitchen items along with dishes, 
glassware and small microwaves and 
toaster ovens. 

The bin cannot take bed pillows or 
textbooks or encyclopedias..             

If you have any questions as to what 
can be accepted or if your bags are too 

large, please call Joan at 566-8224 or 
leave with the Hampden Senior Center 
between the hours of 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Submitted photo and caption Joan Shea 
Joan Shea who manages the 

Hartsprings Bin for The Hampden 
Senior Center.   

Hartsprings Bin Reminder
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• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957

Your Retirement is literally 
Right Around The Corner

• Located in Post Office 
Park, Wilbraham

• Helping clients live 
 their best financial life 

since 1965
• Accomplished, Friendly 

and Professional
• Contact us for a
 no-fee consultation

at

Securities offered through LPL Financial.  Member FINRA/SIPC.  Advisory services offered through
Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

85 Post Office Park • Suite 8524
Wilbraham, MA  01095

Phone 413-596-6992
trombleyassociates.com

Mike Trombley, Financial Advisor, Former MLB Player; 
Barbara Trombley, CPA, Financial Advisor

crafters, some regulars and then we have some new ones 
that are going to have some awesome products that they 
produce. So, we’re excited about it.”

Mitchell thanked Manny’s for having the Friends 
hold their fundraiser and for their support.

“We thank Manny’s for letting us have the space to 
do this on this tax-free weekend and all the businesses 
that support the senior center and the nonprofit organiza-
tions,” Mitchell said.

Kari Mongeau, the store manager at Manny’s, said 
the business was happy to support the Friends.

“It’s very important to us to partner with our local or-
ganizations because it does everything for the communi-
ty and that’s what we’re really all about,” Mongeau said. 
“Trying to help our community and build it up so that we 
can all be prosperous.”

Mongeau enjoys giving back and partnering with the 
Friends for events like the fundraiser.

“I enjoy helping out our community very much and 
it’s always nice for the Friends of Seniors to come down 
and be part of our tax-free weekend and they give away 
out really nice prizes to our customers,” Mongeau said. 
“Also, it helps them with their financial needs as well.”

Mongeau wants the community to know how much 
they enjoy giving back to the community.

“If not for our community, we wouldn’t be the pros-
perous business that we are today. So, we always like to 
give back to whoever we can and especially when the 
community has been such a huge part of why we’re able 
to be in business today,” Mongeau said.

Mitchell thanked everyone on behalf of the Friends 
for their support and they will be kept posted on who the 
winner is, wishing everyone good luck.

“We’re thrilled. We appreciate all the donations that 
people made to buy raffle tickets in hopes to win,” Mitch-
ell said. “The support has been great whether it’s mailing 
in the tickets or buying them here and again, thank you 
to Manny’s for letting us set up here. We very much ap-
preciate it and to the volunteers that help us sell these.”

Kathy Kennedy and Dee Mitchell, corresponding 
secretary for the Friends of Wilbraham Seniors, chat 
with residents stopping by to participate in the Friends 
of Wilbraham Seniors’ $500 worth of lottery tickets 
raffle.

MRHS student part of 
foursome

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Four local 
dance students, including an incom-
ing junior at Minnechaug Regional 
High School, are headed to Poland 
this November to represent Team 
USA in the IDO Dance and Acro-
batics World Championships. 

IDO is known as the Interna-
tional Dance Organization, which 
has been around for 40 years and 
is a nonprofit organization World 
Dance and Dancesport Federation 
with over 90 members and contact 
nations, representing more than 
500,000 dancers from all six con-
tinents.

Recently, after a bid process, 
the girls were in Atlantic City, New 
Jersey for a nine-hour audition to 
make the cut for Team USA. They 
will now be part of teams for Jazz, 
Contemporary Dance, Acro and 
Lyrical.

The foursome are Minnechaug 
student Madisyn Vasquez, Paige 
Bordeau who attends Chicopee 
Comprehensive High School, Thea 
Cosgrove of Suffield, Connecticut 

and Karielys Rivera who attends 
Longmeadow High School.

They are, also, students, at Daz-
zle Studio of Dance in Agawam.

A Designer Purse Bingo fund-
raiser event to support the girls’ trip 
to Poland will take place on Sept. 
20 at Ste. Rose de Lima Church in 
Chicopee, with a $40 donation in-
cluding 10 games, a bingo marker, 
a door prize ticket and light refresh-

ments.
 Anyone interested in attend-

ing the fundraiser can reserve their 
tickets at cbordeau13@gmail.com 
or call 413-534-5657, and sponsors 
are being sought.

The girls are, also, thankful, to 
Father Gentile from Ste. Rose de 
Lima Church and Kurt LaPlante 
and Chris McDaniels from Saint 

A full show of the lotto tower for the Friends of 
Wilbraham Seniors’ $500 worth of lottery tickets 
fundraiser to support the Wilbraham Senior Center. 

FRIENDS from page 1

Dance students heading to Poland 
to represent Team USA at IDO

Submitted photos Christina Bordeau
Thea Cosgrove, Madisyn Vasquez, Paige Bordeau and Karielys Rivera pose 
for a fun photo with their medals.

Please see DANCE, page 20

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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85 Post Office Park
Suite 8503

Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-3881

Cosmetic dentistry, whitening, veneers, crowns & bridges • 
Digital X-Rays & Photographs •

Same Day digital crowns using our CEREC machine • 
Implants •

Most insurance plans accepted • 
Our family keeping your family smiling! Mikhail Tsesis, DDS

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

Readers are encouraged to send 
in medium to high resolution 

photos for this page by e-mail to 
dzbierski@turley.com or mail to 

TIMES, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Please note that if you send 
us a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 

background. Examples:
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain.

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Submitted photos Rachel Hapgood
Teens took part in a tie dye event at the Wilbraham Public Library on July 23, creating their own tie dye 
t-shirts! The event was sponsored  by the Friends of Wilbraham Public Library.

WPL holds Teen Tie Dye event

Photos and caption Lisa Jones
Lisa Jones, left, and Michelle Tremblay, both from Wilbraham, section hiked the 
Appalachian Trail. Starting at the Ny/NJ border and both making it to the NY/CT 
border. Lisa jones then went on to solo hike to the CT/MA border. It was nice to 
bring a little bit of Wilbraham with them!

The Times on the
Appalachian Trail!
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WPD receives donation 
from Wilbraham 
Junior Women’s Club
Photo and caption courtesy of Wilbraham Police Department

The Wilbraham Police Department received 
a special donation from the Wilbraham 
Junior Women’s Club on Aug. 9, thanking the 
organization in a post on Facebook:
“Thank you Wilbraham Junior Women’s Club! 
We think you’re pretty great too.  For those who 
don’t know, the Wilbraham Junior Women’s 
Club was formed in 1977 by a group of women 
interested in improving our community.”

Wilbraham United 
Church presents 

gifts to WPD!
Photo and caption courtesy of
 Wilbraham Police Department

Summer program participants at 
Wilbraham United Church presented 

a gift to the Wilbraham Police 
Department on Aug. 4. The police 

department shared this thank on their 
Facebook page:

“Thank you to the participants 
of Wilbraham United Church’s 

summer program for their sign of 
encouragement and the bucket of 
snacks. It is greatly appreciated.”

Photos and caption courtesy of Wilbraham Police Department
The police department is spreading the word 

about a scrap metal theft that took place on Route 
20 on July 28. In a post shared to Facebook, the 
police department shared this information from 

the Monson Police Department, asking for help to 
identify the people and trucks involved in the theft:

“The Monson Police Department is actively 
seeking the public’s assistance in identifying 

these vehicles and their occupants who were just 
involved in a scrap metal theft from a business 

on Rt. 20 on July 28. Vehicles were last seen 
traveling eastbound towards Palmer. Anyone 

with information is asked to call Sgt. Szymanski 
at (413) 893-9500 Ext. 116. Callers can remain 

anonymous.”

WPD spreading the word about Route 20 Scrap Metal Theft
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Maureen 
McGarrett Hall

 REALTOR® 

realtybymaureen@gmail.com  413-364-4994

30 YEARS OF 
SALES AND 
MARKETING 
EXPERIENCE

MA 9585138  |  Member MLS   |  Equal Opportunity Housing  |

Let’s make big moves 
  together, call today!!

Helping you find the key 
to your dreams! 

Hours:
Mon., Tues., Wed. 8-5

Thurs. 12-8

70 Post Office Park
Suite 7006

Wilbraham, MA 01095

www.wilbrahamdentalassociates.com

413-279-2016

• Cosmetic & esthetic dentistry, whitening, 
veneers, crowns & bridges

• Implant Services

• Digital X-Rays & Photographs

• Evening appointments available

• Most insurance plans accepted

• CareCredit - A convenient 
 monthly payment plan

Our friendly team 
is proud to provide the 

highest quality of dental care 
utilizing the best 

new technology available. 
Dr. Christopher J. Root, DMD MAGD 
Dr. Mary Chalino, DMD

By Hannah Yeasley
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - The Brooks 
Room at the library temporarily 
transformed into a zoo on Aug. 1 
with a visit from Wildlife on Wheels 

through the Forest Park Zoo.
Sponsored by The Friends of the 

Wilbraham Public Library, members 
of the community had the opportu-
nity to meet and learn about some 
interesting friends at the Wildlife on 
Wheels event. 

The event, according to Jaime 

Hageman, the children’s librarian, 
is in conjunction with the theme for 
their summer reading program.

“The theme is Read, Renew, Re-
peat,” Hageman said. “It’s all about 
conservation.”

Wildlife on Wheels visits Wilbraham Public Library

The Forest Park Zoo is a non-profit organization that 
feeds their animals primarily with the money they make 
from ticket sales. They take care of animals that have 
been injured, surrendered or have been there since birth.

Stephanie, the lead educator at Forest Park Zoo, 
brought five different animal species for the event.

The first friend Stephanie brought out was Aero, a 
Blue-Tongued Skink. 

“Aero is what is called a bottom-dweller,” she said. 
“So, the colors of his body help him blend into the brown 
and black dirt and rocks, but the brightly colored blue 
tongue lets other animals know that he may be poisonous 

Stephanie holds Meatball, a Lionhead Rabbit, for a child 
in the audience to pet.

Attendees were allowed to touch each animal, but gently 
and with only two fingers on their backs.

Stephanie shows the audience the first animal, a Blue-
Tongued Skink.

Turley photos by Hannah Yeasley
A close-up of Meatball, a Lionhead Rabbit.

A close-up of Linguini, the corn snake.

Please see WILDLIFE, page 13



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESAugust 15, 2024 Page 13

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Major American 

automaker (abbr.)
  4. Pressure 

measurement
  7. Two-year-old 

sheep
 10. Indigenous 

person from Laos 
or Thailand

 11. Up in the air 
(abbr.)

 12. Actress de 
Armas

 13. Not moving
 15. Cool!
 16. Bog arum genus
 19. Perceptible by 

touch
 21. Type of test
 23. Monetary units
 24. Collection of 

various things
 25. Sum of five and 

one
 26. Type of sword
 27. Hates

 30. Immobile
 34. Pie _ _ mode
 35. Moved quickly
 36. Passenger’s 

place on a 
motorbike

 41. A way through
 45. Former US 

Secretary of 
Education Duncan

 46. Leader
 47. Flowing
 50. Greetings
 54. Remedy
 55. Soft lightweight 

fabric
 56. Building material
 57. Sea bream
 59. A way to cause 

to be swollen
 60. One and only
 61. People get one in 

summer
 62. Wreath
 63. Thus far
 64. They __
 65. Sea eagle

CLUES DOWN
  1. Policemen 

(French)
  2. Toy dog
  3. Inflamed colon 

disease
  4. Can’t move
  5. Helps little firms
  6. Lists of names, 

subjects, etc.
  7. Takes down
  8. Makes possible
  9. Wife of Julius 

Constantius
 13. Engine additive
 14. Arctic explorers 

(abbr.)
 17. Written account
 18. Consumed
 20. Something the 

first shall be
 22. No (slang)
 27. Gov’t lawyers
 28. Peyton’s little 

brother
 29. Small amount
 31. Investment 

vehicle
 32. Fall behind 
 33. Midway 

between 
northeast and 
east

 37. Head pain
 38. Popular sport 

in England and 
India

 39. King Charles’s 
sister

 40. Boat race
 41. About fish
 42. Maidservant
 43. Able to be 

marketed
 44. Tinier
 47. Parts per billion 

(abbr.)
 48. Paddle 
 4.9 Oneness
 51. Bitter chemical
 52. Not around
 53. Very fast 

airplane
 58. Swiss river

Announce Your
Wedding or Engagement

Share Your Joy!

EMAIL TO: JAMIE@TURLEY.COM
BRIDAL GUIDE
800.824.6548 | www.turley.com

BridalBridal
GUIDEGUIDEYour wedding or engagement 

announcement will be included in our 
Bridal Guide, out September 30, 2024 for FREE!

Bride’s Name: ___________________________________________________

Bride’s Town Residence: __________________________________________

Groom’s Name: _________________________________________________

Groom’s Town Residence: _________________________________________

Wedding Date: __________________________________________________

Wedding Location: ______________________________________________

Be sure to include 
a high resolution, clear 

photograph for printing.

Be sure to include the following with photograph. Deadline September 4, 2024:

and should stay away.”
Aero is not actually poison-

ous, but the blue tongue is signif-
icant for him as a defense mech-
anism. Aero is natively from 
Australia and eats insects and 
vegetation. At Forest Park Zoo, 
his favorite treat is crickets. 

The next animal came out of 
a bag rather than a box, because 
of their reputation as escape 
artists. Linguini is a corn snake 
and is much safer traveling in a 
pillowcase or snake bag since 
it’s dark, confined and harder to 
escape from.

Linguini came from a clutch 
of eggs that, due to their size 
and yellow coloring, looked like 
cooked spaghetti, so naturally all 
the hatchlings got pasta names. 

Linguini is five years old and 
was born at the Zoo, even though 
corn snakes are natively found in 
the southernmost states of the 

U.S. Linguini is, like Aero, ec-
tothermic and also has a signif-
icant use for her tongue. 

Unlike Aero, however, Lin-
guini’s tongue is not for warding 
off potential predators.

Linguini smells the sur-
rounding area with her tongue 
as it catches air particles and 
transfers them to the back of 
her mouth where she has what 
is called Jacobson’s organ that 
transmits smells to her brain. 

“A common misconception 
with snakes is that they can de-
tach their jaws,” she said. “They 
actually have stretchy ligaments 
that allow them to open their 
jaws wide.”

The third animal to come out 
was Piros, an Argentine Tegu. 
Piros has ginormous cheeks, 
called jowls, that—in the Animal 
Kingdom—are what would help 
him attract a mate. 

Piros would also use his mus-
cular tail to fight off predators or 

other tegus in the wild, but living 
at Forest Park Zoo he doesn’t 
have to. Instead, he gets lots of 
time under a heat lamp and eats 
raw chicken eggs as dessert.

“During the wintertime, Pi-
ros enters what’s called a bruma-
tion state,” she said. “He brings 
his body temperature way down 
and moves as little as possible in 
order to conserve energy.”

Not everyone in the audience 
was a fan of the reptiles. One at-
tendee sat as far back as possi-
ble while her son sat on the floor 
closer to the front of the room.

“I don’t do lizards or snakes, 
but the fluffy things I like,” she 
said.

Much to her relief, the next 
animal Stephanie introduced 
was Meatball, a Lionhead Rab-
bit. They get their name from 
how much fur grows around 
their heads, much like a lion. 

Meatball was a pet surren-
der years ago, along with his 

mate and 
eight of 
their ba-
bies who 
all found 
h o m e s 
with the 
F o r e s t 
Park staff members. 

The last animal the audience 
met was an African Spur Tor-
toise named Sully. His spurs can 
be sharp, but only as a deterrent 
against potential predators. 

In a controlled environment, 
the African Spur Tortoise can 
live between 40 and 50 years. 
Sully is 17 years old and weighs 
about 68 pounds—and 60 of that 
is just his shell. 

Since Sully is too heavy to be 
carried around the whole room, 
attendees lined up to meet him 
where he stood on the floor.

Stephanie has been with the 
Forest Park Zoo for years and 
travels for all kinds of events like 

birthday parties, classrooms and 
senior centers. 

“The really young kids or 
the older adults seem to have 
the most interest, so most of our 
events target audiences in those 
age ranges,” said Stephanie. 
“The zoo is closed during the 
wintertime, but the animals still 
get taken out for adventures all 
year round.”

During the summer, the Zoo 
holds a summer camp from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. where participants 
get to do animal-themed activi-
ties, encounter the animals and 
even help prepare their diet. 

To learn more, visit forest-
parkzoo.org.

The fifth and final animal, Sully, is an African Spur 
Tortoise. His maximum speed is not very fast, but boy is 
he trying.

Sully’s shell has spine and nerve endings running all the 
way through. He has the same shell now as he did when 
he was born; it grows along with him.

Not to be outdone by Aero or Linguini, Piros shows off 
his tongue in a close-up photo.

WILDLIFE from page 12
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Events&announcements scheduleannouncements schedule
Here’s Your Chance to 
be a BIG WINNER

WILBRAHAM - Feeling Lucky? The 
Friends of Wilbraham Seniors have again 
kicked off their popular fundraiser held 
throughout last summer. Just imagine- 
YOU could win a whopping $500 basket 
of MA. Lotto Scratch Tickets!!

Raffle tickets can be purchased at var-
ious times throughout July and August. 
Look for their fabulous Lotto Tower. So, 
drop by the new Senior Center, behind the 
Wilbraham Town Hall on 

Springfield Street on Tuesday and 
Wednesdays between 9 a.m. to Noon or 
stop by the Farmers Market, in front of 
United Church on Main Street between 
open hours of 2 to 6 p.m. every Wednes-
day.

Tickets could also be printed from 
their website: friendsofwilbrahamseniors.
org and mailed in with your check to:

Friends of Wilbraham Seniors, 40 Post 
Office Park, #747, Wilbraham, MA 01095 
or just stick your envelope with filled out 
raffle tickets and payment into their drop 
box located in the front lobby near the re-
ception desk and save yourself a stamp.

Ticket prices range from one for $5.00, 
three for $10, seven for $20 or the best 
buy, 25 chances for $50. Yes, a great way 
for family, friends, or co-workers to pitch 
in and share the winnings. All tickets need 
to be in by August 24, 2024. The drawing 
will take place on the front patio of the 
Wilbraham Senior Center, at 3 p.m. You 
do not need to be present to win. Proceeds 
from this fundraiser will go towards new 
programs and services which can now be 
offered at new Wilbraham Senior Center.

Wilbraham Hiking Club 
August Hikes

WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham Hik-

ing Club has six hikes planned for August:
 Aug. 19- Springfield Reservoir in 

Ludlow, MA 
 Aug. 25 - McDonald Nature Preserve, 

Wilbraham 
 Aug. 31- Hike, lunch, and optional 

Stargazing at Arunah Hill Days in Cum-
mington 

 More information about these hikes 
can be found on the club’s TeamReach 
pages, or write to wilbrahamhiking@
gmail.com.

Minnechaug Class of 
1974 50th Reunion

WILBRAHAM - The Reunion Plan-
ning Committee for Minechaug Regional 
High School of 1974 is pleased to an-
nounce their 50th Class Reunion will be 
celebrated the weekend of September 12 
-15, 2024. Activities are planned on Fri-
day, Saturday, and Sunday to reunite and 
reminisce with classmates after 50 years! 
Join us for food and fun while getting 
reacquainted. The main event will be on 
Saturday Sept. 14, 2024 at The Starting 
Gate at Great Horse Country Club in 
Hampden. Other activities include a Meet 
& Greet and Sunday Brunch. Don’t miss 
it! For further information contact Karen 
Wahlberg at mrhsclassof74@gmail.com 
and follow us on Facebook - Minnechaug 
RHS Class of 1974.

Support Neurological 
Research at the Trot for 
Tom Run/Walk

WILBRAHAM - Registration is now 
open for the first and only Trot for Tom 
run/walk. Happening on Sept. 14 at Min-
nechaug Regional High School, the event 
features a 5K run or 1-mile walk honoring 
Dr. Thomas “Tom” Julian. Known for his 
curiosity and love of learning, Tom’s ca-

reer as a scientific researcher and academ-
ic was cut short, but his impact on those 
around him was undeniable. 

The Trot for Tom event aims to con-
tinue his mission, raising funds for neuro-
logical disease research. 

Lace-up your shoes and visit https://
www.runreg.com/trot-for-tom to sign-up 
and learn more.

Water Customer Notice 
from the Water
Department 
Metallic-Tasting Algae in Reservoir

WILBRAHAM - Starting in mid-July, 
an algae bloom occurred in the Quabbin 
reservoir. While the presence of low levels 
of algae (naturally occurring microscopic 
plants) is a sign of a healthy reservoir, 
this particular bloom consists of Chryso-
sphaerella algae, which leaves a metallic 
taste to tap water. While this algae bloom 
presents a nuisance taste and odor condi-
tion, the water remains safe to drink. In 
the meantime, chilling water in the refrig-
erator and/or adding lemon is the easiest 
way to improve the taste.

The bloom is being monitored by De-
partment of Conservation and Recreation 
(DCR) and MWRA three days per week. 
Staff are collecting samples in the reser-
voir, performing microscopic analyses, 
and identifying and counting the algae 
concentrations. MWRA is also communi-
cating with each of the Chicopee Valley 
Aqueduct communities several times per 
week. In addition, water quality is moni-
tored continuously with on-line analyzers 
immediately before and after treatment at 
the Brutsch Water Treatment Facility, as 
well as further downstream. 

This Chrysosphaerella bloom oc-
curred starting around July 17. Chrysos-
phaerella is a golden brown algae of the 
Chrysophyte family. For more informa-
tion about Quabbin Reservoir and water 

quality is available at MWRA.com.

Volunteer- your help is 
always appreciated 

To learn more, please visit our web-
site: https://www.downsyndromewm  

We look forward to your participation 
and support in making this year’s Buddy 
Walk a memorable and impactful event.  
Together, we can make a difference in our 
community. # BestBuddyWalkYet!

Theatre Guild of Hamp-
den seeking directors

HAMPDEN – The Theatre Guild of 
Hampden is looking for directors for our 
2024-2025 season.

For more information, call Mark Giza 
at 413-204-5333. 

Transfer Station permit 
price increase

HAMPDEN - In response to increased 
costs, the Hampden Selectmen voted on 
May 13 to increase the price of the Trans-
fer Station permits. 

The increase will be starting May 20.
For Seniors over 65 the price will be 

$30 for the first permit and $15 for any 
additional permits for those residents 
meeting those criteria and car registered 
to that person or person. 

For those residents that are under 65 
the cost is $70 for the first permit and $35 
for any additional permits for those resi-
dents meeting the criteria. 

Hampden Board of Health and Select-
men

By Brandice J. O’Brien
Marketing and Communications 

Manager, Greater Springfield Habitat for 
Humanity

WEST SPRINGFIELD - Working in 
the nonprofit industry isn’t easy. It can 
often be compared to an actor trying to 
make it in Hollywood or a country musi-
cian strumming their guitar in Nashville 
with dreams of performing at the Grand 
Ole Opry. There are more “no” replies 
than “yeses,” more challenges than ben-
efits, and a clichéd thick skin is required. 
So, why do people stay? 

Greater Springfield Habitat for Hu-
manity (GSHFH) Marketing and Commu-
nications Manager Brandy O’Brien said 
she stays because she enjoys seeing how 
Habitat affects the public. People who had 
no prior association with the nonprofit or-
ganization are so inspired and empowered 
by the mission, they have to get involved. 
They want to see the organization and its 
partner families do well.

“Since I’ve been here, almost four 
years, I’ve worked with several young 
adult interns and met numerous youth 
volunteers, and their dedication is con-
stant,” she said. “Even though they won’t 
directly benefit from the finished product, 
they want give all they can and they do.”

Greater Springfield Habitat is a medi-
um-sized affiliate with a tiny staff. There 
are just four full-time employees and two 
part-time staffers who serve 13 cities and 

towns in Hampden County. In addition 
to the homeownership program, which 
builds one to three houses a year, GSH-
FH has a home preservation program. 
The home preservation program provides 
micro-loans to qualifying homeowners 
who need accessibility modifications, 
home weatherization, general home re-
pairs, yard cleanup, and landscaping. 
Since opening its doors in 1987, Greater 
Springfield Habitat has built or repaired 
129 homes in Hampden County. 

This past winter, GSHFH welcomed 
two interns from a local high school to 
help plan and execute a county-wide sum-
mer read-a-thon. The freshmen came in 
with little understanding of the nonprofit 
and are now working tirelessly, beyond 
the scope of their project, to raise money 
and awareness for the nonprofit.

“They’ve brought in countless pounds 
of empty, clean aluminum cans for a recy-
cling effort and have increased the reach 

of social media by getting their friends 
and family to ‘follow’ Greater Spring-
field Habitat,” Brandy said. “They’re now 
asking what other projects they can help 
with after the read-a-thon project ends 
this month.

“I have never seen two kids so incen-
tivized to do something for a nonprofit 
when they have nothing to personally gain 
from it,” Brandy said. “Yes, they get brag-
ging rights and that feeling of doing good 
for the community, but it’s not like they’ll 
personally pocket the money. They’re re-
ally something incredible.”

In another instance, a local church’s 
youth group of seventh to twelfth graders 
recently built a standing planter for Great-
er Springfield Habitat for its summer 
mission-related project and had it deliv-
ered to the nonprofit. The seven teenag-
ers worked with a church member, who 

is also a handyman, to complete the task. 
The planter will be given to the newest 
homeowner family when they move into 
their home.

“The goal was for the teens to have a 
hands-on heart change where they would 
be involved personally and collectively 
in these community projects. Our theme 
came from Micah 6:8 ‘To act justly and 
to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
your God’,” said Pastor Peter Yoon, who 
leads the youth group at Second Baptist 
Church in South Hadley. “It was a chal-
lenging experience for the teens but also 
a powerful one. They could see that their 
lives can be connected to a much bigger 
vision and bigger things going on in the 
world around them.” 

To learn more about GSHFH, visit 
habitatspringfield.org

Seeing how Habitat influences the public
makes the GSHFH mission worthwhile
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SPORTS

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW— Cole Bamford, Tyler Goncalves, Mathis 
Fitzgerald, AJ Quiterio, Ben Riley, Sam Riley, Bugra 
Gokcek, Malik Serisser, and Anthony Shea, are a few of 
the players listed on the Lusitano White’s roster. They’re 
also former members of the Ludlow varsity soccer team, 
which is coached by Greg Kolodziey.   

Enoz Botta, who graduated from Ludlow High School 

Villa FC defeats Lusitano for Men’s PVSSL title

Villa FC captured the Men’s Championship in the PVSSL earlier this month.

Pierre de la Croix-Vaubois looks to make a pass.

Kyle Tomas starts a move up the field. Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Shane Sewell chases down the loose ball.

Bankers take 11th consecutive playoff title

HOLYOKE – PeoplesBank of the Tri-County Base-
ball League continues to field one of the best rosters in 
Western Massachusetts. Last Tuesday evening, the Bank-
ers would capture their 11th consecutive championship 
with a two-game sweep of Hilltown Tents, ending with 
an 8-3 win last Tuesday night. The Bankers had an un-
usual playoff path, having to wait nearly two weeks after 
the end of the regular season to compete in the playoffs. 
The quarterfinal series went through several postpone-
ments following the end of the regular season. When the 
Bankers finally came to play, they rounded off four wins 
in five days to take the semifinals and finals. The Bankers 
defeated St. Joe’s, their longtime rivals, in the semifinals.

Seth Allen looks to get things going for PeoplesBank. Pete Hogan hustles down the first. Dave Clark connects on a home run to left in the first inning.

Joe Ferry fields a base hit to left.Jimmy Flahive delivers a pitch home. Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Please see VILLA, page 16
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in June, decided to play for Villa FC in the prestigious Pi-
oneer Valley Summer Soccer League.

It turned out to be a very good decision for Botta, as 
top-seeded Villa FC defeated the second-seeded Whites, 
3-1, in the men’s championship match before a large 
crowd at historic Lusitano Stadium, last Friday night. 

“A lot of my high school teammates are playing 
for the Whites this year, but I decided to go a different 
route,” said Botta, who also won three PVSSL A-Divi-
sion championship titles as a member of the Ludlow Ide-
al team. I’m very happy that I chose to play for Villa this 
summer. It’s just a great soccer team with a good group 
of guys. It has been a lot of fun.”

The other former Ludlow High School soccer players 
listed on the Villa FC roster are Mike Lima, Kyle Tomas, 
and Brandon McCarthy.

A year ago, Villa FC lost to St John Heating & Cool-
ing in the championship match.  

The last time that Villa FC, who play their home 
matches on the turf field at Minnechaug Regional, took 
home the championship trophy was in 2017. They de-
feated Pros Malaca, 3-2, in that match. Anthony Basile 
was the M.V.P. and he also played in this year’s finals.

“This is the second time that we won a championship 
title in this league,” said Villa FC head coach Anthony 
Bourget. “Our main goal this year was to get back to the 
finals.”  

Villa, who finished the regular season with an 11-1 
record, only setback was to Rumbleseat.  They defeated 
eighth-seeded Skyline FC, 2-0, in the quarterfinals and 
CF Arbor by the same score in the semifinals. 

The Whites (10-1-1), who also lost to Villa, 2-0, 
during the regular season, advanced into the champion-
ship match after dispatching seventh-seeded STCC FC, 
6-0 in the quarterfinals and to third-seeded Rumbleseat, 
2-0, in the semifinals. 

Besides winning the three PVSSL titles with Ludlow 
Ideal, Botta also helped the Lions varsity soccer team 
win three Western Mass. titles.

Botta, who scored a team-leading 13 goals for the Li-
ons as a senior, will be a freshman member of the Bent-
ley University men’s soccer team this fall. 

“Bentley is a great school both academically and ath-
letically,” said Botta, who’s planning to study finance in 
college. Playing college soccer is going to be a great op-
portunity for me and I’m very excited about it.” 

Another freshman listed on the Bentley men’s soccer 
roster is Cristiano Marta, who was teammates with Botta 
at Ludlow High School in 2021. Marta then transferred 
to Suffield Academy. 

One of Botta’s teammates on Villa FC was Gabriel 
Ganzer, who’s a former member of the Western Mass. 
Pioneers. Ganzer recorded a hat-trick in the men’s finals.

“Gabriel is an amazing soccer player,” Botta said. 
“He always finds the back of the net and he’s the reason 
why we’re the champions. I watched him play for the 
Pioneers.”

For his outstanding effort, Ganzer was selected as the 
M.V.P. of the men’s championship game.

“Gabriel is the best player in this league this year,” 
Bourget said. “He knows how to put the ball into the 
back of the net.” 

It didn’t take Ganzer very long to give his team’s first 
goal. He fired a low shot into the lower left corner of 
the net past goalie Christian daCruz during the second 
minute. 

Ganzer scored his second goal during the 25th min-
ute, which gave Villa a 2-0 lead. 

A couple of minutes later, the Whites managed to cut 
their deficit in half following a free kick goal by Brayan 
Rivas, who blasted a line-drive shot from the top of the 
box into the left corner.   

At the start of the second half, Goncalves fired a shot 
on goal which would’ve tied the score, but the ball sailed 
over the crossbar.

The score remained 2-1 until the 69th minute when 
Ganzer completed his hat-trick

“My teammates helped me score all of my goals,” 
Ganzer said. “I really enjoy being a member of this soc-
cer team.”

It was a memorable summer for the members of Villa 
FC. 

WESTFIELD – Sunny skies met 
the 33 registered foursomes for the 
18th annual Owl Club Tournament 
at Crestview Country Club in Aga-
wam, Mass. on Monday.

The tournament is a key fund-
raiser for Westfield State athletics 
with alumni, sponsors, families and 
university coaches and staff all par-
ticipating to net more than $21,000 
to support Owls’ athletics.   West-
field Bank again served as the lead 
sponsor of the event.

Westfield State president Linda 
Thompson welcomed the players 
at dinner and thanked them for the 
support of the University and Owls 
athletics.     She mentioned her in-
creased focus on the success of the 
Owls athletic teams and their role in 
university life, and reminded play-
ers that the University will be cel-
ebrating its 185th anniversary this 
fall with a gala event as part of the 
homecoming weekend on Oct. 18.

Westfield State director of ath-
letics Richard Lenfest, Jr. formally 
introduced Westfield State’s new 
head football coach Lou Conte, Jr., 
as the guest of honor at the tour-
nament’s post-round dinner, spon-
sored by Westfield Gas and Electric 
and Whip City Fiber.

“Coach K and Coach Marino I 
held in high regard as a young man,” 
said Conte in his remarks about the 
Owls previous two head coaches, 
both in attendance at the tourna-
ment. “I knew what I wanted to do, 
I wanted to coach football …. They 

were kings to me, and to be able to 
follow in the footsteps of the path 
that they laid out, both individually 
and together, and I am so apprecia-
tive, and so lucky to be here. I’m so 
excited for the season and there are 
many great things here that makes it 
feel like the right move for us.”

Conte, an Agawam native, not-
ed that he and his wife and children 
were excited to be able to set down 
roots in Western Mass again after 
stints coaching at Lenoir-Rhyne 
and the Citadel in South Carolina.

Players played in the scramble 
format at Crestview, former home 
of the LPGA’s Friendly’s classic 
and a qualifying site for the PGA’s 
Travelers Championship. Players 
received lunch, sponsored by Col-
lege Hype Sportswear and Screen-
printing, and competed in variety 
of contests on the course, including 
long drive, pot of gold, a putting 
contest, shot for a $5,000 hole in 
one prize, and contested closest-to-
the-pin on multiple holes.     Carts 
were sponsored by the Follett Cam-
pus Bookstore.

The Owls 2023 MASCAC 
Champion women’s soccer team 
helped out as volunteers on the 
course, running several of the con-
tests and staffing the players’ Oasis 
on the course, which was sponsored 
by Pepsi and Commercial Distribut-
ing.   Part of the proceeds from the 
event will help support women’s 
soccer’s season-opening trip to the 
Nashville, Tenn. area for a multi-

day tournament.
Conte’s big day continued as 

his foursome won the tournament’s 
open division with a remarkable 
score of 17-under par.   

“I hope his playbook is as good 
as his scorecard,” joked tournament 
director Dave Caspole, the Owls as-
sociate director of athletics, in an-
nouncing the winners.

A foursome headed by Conte’s 
father, Lou Sr., topped the senior di-
vision with a 16-under score.

Westfield State athletic trainers 
Cheryl Lee Scecina and Katie Syl-
vain were part of the winning coed 
foursome with a score of nine-un-
der.

Other honors went to baseball 
alumnus Jack Mosko ’78 who won 
the putting contest, hockey alum-
nus Chad Lesage ‘78 who topped 
the long drive, and Deb Murphy 
p’17 who topped the women’s long 
drive.     Closest to the pin honors 
went to Tom Mathis, Jake Hough, 
and former Owls men’s basketball 
guard Austin Joseph ‘18.   Retired 
Owls cross country coach and Owls 
Hall of Famer Bill Devine ‘73 won 
the pot of gold drawing after hitting 
the green in regulation on the 11th 
hole.

The tournament is annually con-
tested the first Monday in August, 
as the Owls ramp up for their teams 
to arrive for fall preseason.  Conte’s 
football team will be the first ones 
back on campus beginning Aug. 13.

Conte leads way in Owls golf tourney VILLA from page 15

THOMPSON, CT  —  What 
started out as a gloomy day in the 
quiet corner of Connecticut turned 
sunny for the teams, fans and sup-
porters of the 5/8-mile Thompson 
Speedway. Track championship 
action started with the AZ Roofing 
SK Light Modified division under 
the command of John O’Sullivan 
and Rob Schultz. O’Sullivan quick-
ly took charge on the bottom groove 
with Schultz sliding back on the 
outside. Launching into a four-car 
race saw Meg Fuller, Tyler Chap-
man and Nick Hovey join O’Sulli-
van under a blanket at the front.

Fuller stole the lead before a 
hard-charging Chapman took over 
on lap five as Nick Hovey stalked 
from behind. The extra-distance 
feature saw the three leaders run 
nose-to-tail before a mid-race cau-
tion for the spinning Rob Schultz 
set up a dash between Chapmen and 
Hovey. The two leaders turned sour 
in turn two, spinning off the treach-
erous turn and leaving Fuller the 
lead for the restart with eleven laps 
remaining. In just five laps, Hovey 
and Chapman returned to the front 
as Hovey tried his best to claim the 
win but Tyler Chapman took down 
his fifth win in a row at Thompson 
with John O’Sullivan taking third.

The Mini Stocks were next on 
the field with Rick LaFlesh and 
Steve Michalski in command under 
the green flag. LaFlesh led the early 
goings before Kevin Moore pow-

ered through on the bottom to lead 
lap 4 with defending champ Jarred 
Roy patiently making his way to 
the front. After battling LaFlesh 
for second place lap after lap, Roy 
finally made his way into the run-
ner-up spot with five laps remaining 
and set his sights on Moore. Side-
by-side under the white flag, both 
former champions gave it all they 
had but it would be Kevin Moore at 
the line to snap Jarred Roy’s four-
race wins streak with Ryan Pom-
poselli joining the podium in third.

Moving on to the Street Stocks, 
rookie Austin Flanagan and Ice-
breaker winner Al Stone III brought 
the fan-favorite division to the ini-
tial green with trouble early for 
Ryan Waterman and Scott Souza 
as they dragged across the length 
of the backstretch wall. After rook-
ie Flanagan led lap one, Stone 
powered back to the lead with 
Scott Sundeen, Corey Fanning and 
‘Leadfoot’ Larry Barnett following 
him on the bottom. Fanning used 
a strong run through turns one and 
two to launch under Stone and lead 
lap seven.

The Thompson Late Models 
jumped on the highbanks for their 
25-lap feature with Ryan Mor-
gan and Derek Gluchacki leading 
the charge into turn one. Kulwic-
ki Driver Development Program 
(KDDP) finalist Gluchacki led the 
early circuits with Jake ‘The Jet’ 
Johnson trying to track him down as 

Connor Souza made a physical bat-
tle in his fight to third-place. Three 
wide with former champions Mor-
gan and Nick Johnson, Souza bat-
tled hard to join the top-three. The 
physicality continued to the lap 10 
caution with Souza sent to the rear 
for contact that sent Morgan around 
in turn two. One final late race cau-
tion for rookie Kyle Gero’s dust-up 
in turn three set up a final chase to 
the checkers with Derek Gluchacki 
becoming the first repeat Late Mod-
el winner at the Big-T with Jake 
Johnson and Matt Lowinski-Loh 
rounding out the podium.

The Tripoint Showdown 50-lap 
main event for the Thompson Su-
noco Modifieds rounded out the 
evening’s program under the lead of 
Danny Cates and Josh Carey. Cates 
led from the start as Jon Puleo mo-
tored into second with Kieth Rocco 
looking to come from the back of 
the pack. Puleo and Cates would 
swap lanes over and over again 
with crossovers galore as Rocco 
watched from two car lengths back 
in the catbird seat. The first cau-
tion would slow the field as Derek 
Ramstrom smacked the turn one 
wall with Puleo getting the restart 
jump on Cates. Cates and Josh Car-
ey would suffer the same fate on lap 
27, slamming into the turn one wall. 
Jon Puleo would take off on the re-
start and lead down to the wire with 
Keith Rocco and Isaiah Newcomb 
rounding out the podium three.

Actions picks up at Thompson Speedway

WALTHAM – The West-
ern Mass. representative in 
the Bay State Games for boys 
soccer captured the bronze last 
month. Here is a look at a cou-
ple of their matchups during the 
games.

West played a strong game 
offensively against Metro, 
winning 4-1, scoring four 
goals.  Imran Daher  (Roxbury, 

Boston Latin Academy) was the 
only Metro player that was able 
to get a goal against West. Dan-
iel Martin  (Easthampton, 
Hampshire Reg HS) had a 
good game. Martin made two 
goals and assisted another. 
Martin assisted  Thomas Wa-
das (Ludlow, Ludlow HS). Alex 
Hensch  (Longmeadow, Long-
meadow HS) assisted  Owen 

Miller (South Hampton, Hamp-
shire Reg HS) on West’s third 
goal of the game. 

West would lose to North-
east 3-1. Northeast only al-
lowed one goal this game. 
It was made in the first half 
by Jack Walsh (East Longmead-
ow, East Longmeadow HS). 
Northeast didn’t trail for long, 
they responded to  Walsh  with 

three goals of their own. These 
goals were scored by  Alexan-
der Faiella  (Littleton, Littleton 
HS),  Andre Groberio  (Wen-
ham, Hamilton-Wenham Reg 
HS),  Jayden Dullea  (Shrews-
bury, Shrewsbury HS). 

West would defeat Coastal 
2-1. Coastal was able to hold 
West off until the second half 
of the game. During the first 

half, Landen Freitas (Fall River, 
B.M.C. Durfee HS) of Coastal 
scored a goal which  Michael 
Gallagher  (Longmeadow, Wil-
braham & Monson Academy) 
of West responded to with one 
of his own. West’s second goal 
was scored by  Ayden St. Mar-
tin (South Hampton, Hampshire 
Reg HS). 

West wins Bronze in Bay State Games
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Gulls win NECBL title
NEWPORT, RI – The final game of the 2024 sea-

son was one for the history books, as the Newport Gulls 
capped off their 2024 campaign with a bang in extra in-
nings for an 8-7 victory following the continuation of 
game two on a sunny Saturday evening at Cardines Field. 

In the bottom of the second, the Gulls struck first as 
Tyler Hare (Wofford) crushed a solo home run to right 
center to put the Gulls up 1–0 early. However, the Main-
ers responded immediately in the top of the third. The 
Mainers tied the game on an error and then Jackson 
Tucker (St. John’s) hit an RBI double to put the Mainers 
up 2–1.

In the bottom of the fourth, the Gulls put up a crook-
ed number to take the lead 6–2. Dixon Williams (East-
ern Carolina) crushed a two-run home run to the thrill 
of his teammates. After that, Matt Ossenfort (NC State) 
crushed his own three-run home run to add a cushion for 
the Gulls. 

Meanwhile on the mound, Gulls starter Kade 
Shatwell (Oklahoma City) brought the energy for the 
team. Shatwell pitched 6.1 strong innings, allowing just 
three earned runs with eight strikeouts, pumping up his 
teammates. However, after Shatwell came out, the Main-
ers marched back. In the top of the seventh, Devan Bade 
(Binghamton) hit a two-run single to cut the deficit to 
6–4, then in the top of the eighth, Caleb Shpur (UCo-
nn) came through for the Mainers, tying the game with 
a two-run home run to even the score. Later in that same 
inning, the Mainers took the lead 7–6 on a single by CJ 
Willis (Quinnipiac), turning the tide once again in favor 
of Sanford.

Down to their final three outs, the Gulls sent Hare to 
the plate with one out and Hare delivered, crushing his 
second home run of the night into the right field netting 
to tie the score at seven apiece and force extra innings.

In the tenth, Drew Delucia (Franklin Pierce) did his 
job for the Gulls, keeping the Mainers off the board and 
giving the team a chance to walk it off. In the bottom 
half of the inning, the Gulls did just that. Williams came 
through with the game-winning RBI single, walking it 
off 8–7 to clinch the Fay Vincent Sr. Cup for the Gulls.

Quabbin League seeking 
to start fall league

The Quabbin Valley Over-28 Baseball League is 
looking to start an eight-game fall program for the over-
28 population. The league, which plays a spring/summer 
regular season with six teams for 15 games followed by 
playoffs, is hoping to continue the fun into the fall with a 
short eight-game schedule for interested players.

Preliminary details are still being worked on, but the 
league is looking to have four teams with six “regular 
season” games followed by a semifinal in the seventh 
week, and a final/consolation game in the eighth week.

The league will be a bit more informal than the reg-
ular spring/summer league with the goal being for play-
ers to have fun playing more baseball, work on field and 
batting skills through more innings in the field and extra 
at-bats, or potentially working on or trying out pitching.

As has been traditional in other fall leagues, the 
Quabbin League will likely be wood-bat only for the fall.

There is an interest form and survey interested play-
ers can fill out at www.quabbinvalleybaseball.org. The 
league is open to all current 
Quabbin league players as 
well as players from other 
leagues who are age 28 and 
over during the calendar 
year of 2024. 

The league will look to 
keep the cost very low for 
the league with prelimi-
nary indications having the 
league in the $40-50 range 
to play eight games.

Games will likely be 
held in the West Springfield, 
Agawam, Southwick area 
and are likely to be held on 
Sunday mornings, though a 
few games may be held at 
alternate times. Games are 
scheduled to begin in Sep-
tember after Labor Day.

Ferrara Consulting 
& Properties

Consulting all Matters 
of Real Estate

Art Ferrara

(413) 348-5827

This Week in Rec
The Wilbraham Baseball Committee

WILBRAHAM - Peanuts, pop-
corn, programs here! The Falcons 
baseball program had a fantastic 
season in 2024, despite the con-
sistent rain.  The program formed 
23 teams and fielded 266 players, 
from kindergarten through grade 
8. We started the season in April 
with our Opening Day celebration 
at Spec Pond, which included a pa-
rade of teams from all age groups, 
the Minnechaug Baseball Team 
hosting a clinic for the younger 
players, and a few new ‘skills’ 
events for the older kids as they 
competed in a home run derby, 
fastest runner, and furthest throw 

for a small prize and more impor-
tantly ‘bragging rights’!  Some no-
table events over the season were 
the used gear donation “drop and 
grab”, Falcons Baseball Night at 
the WooSox game, the Peach Fes-
tival Dunk Tank, and two of our 
competitive teams, 14U and 12U, 
playing in historic Cooperstown, 
NY.

While winning isn’t every-
thing, taking home some hardware 
is always nice too, and so finishing 
off the season, we’d like to recog-
nize our league champions:

10U JLS League, A division, 
the Western Mass Suburban Senior 

South Bracket (Wilbraham PV Fi-
nancial), and the 14U JLS League, 
A division.

Thank you to all the families, 
coaches, players, sponsors, and the 
Wilbraham Parks and Recreation 
Department for making this anoth-
er successful season. We are look-
ing forward to the 2025 season. 
Registration for our 8U through 
14U competitive teams started this 
week with tryouts coming in a few 
weeks and our regularly-scheduled 
committee meetings for the public 
published on our Facebook page. 

TOWN OF HAMPDEN 
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
NOTICE OF

PUBLIC HEARING
In  acco rdance  wi th 

the  p rov i s ions  o f  t he 
Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act, (MGL CH 
131, S 40), it’s implementing 
regulations (310 CMP 10.00) 
and the Town of Hampden’s 
Wetlands Protection Bylaws, 
the Hampden Conservation 
Commission will hold a pub-
lic hearing on Wednesday, 
August 21, 2024 at 6 PM at 
the Town House, 625 Main 
Street, Hampden, for a 
Request for Determination 
of Applicability, (RDA), sub-
mitted by Amber Pelletier and 

Andrew Snow for the remov-
al of trees on their property, 
(46 Mountainview Drive.) 
Additional information relat-
ing to this request is on file in 
the Conservation Commission 
office and available for review 
by the public by contacting 
the Commission. Anyone 
interested in or wishing to 
be heard on the request may 
appear at the time and place 
designated.

On Behalf of the 
Conservation Commission,

Bonnie Geromini, Admin
08/15/2024 

TOWN OF HAMPDEN 
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

In  acco rdance  wi th 
the  p rov i s ions  o f  t he 
Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act, (MGL CH 
131, S 40), it’s implementing 
regulations (310 CMP 10.00) 
and the Town of Hampden’s 
Wetlands Protection Bylaws, 
the Hampden Conservation 
Commission will hold a pub-
lic hearing on Wednesday, 
August 21, 2024 at 6 PM at 
the Town House, 625 Main 
Street, Hampden, for a Notice 
of Intent, (NOI), submitted 
by Howard Stein Hudson 
on behalf of The Town of 
Hampden for DEP Project 
173-0240, for the replacement 

of the Main Street bridge that 
crosses East Brook by the 
Audubon Society. Additional 
information relat ing to 
this request is on file in the 
Conservation Commission 
office and available for review 
by the public by contacting 
the Commission. Anyone 
interested in or wishing to 
be heard on the request may 
appear at the time and place 
designated.

On Behalf of the 
Conservation Commission,

Bonnie Geromini, Admin
08/15/2024 

PUBLIC NOTICES
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SENIORS

HAMPDEN – The following pro-
grams will occur at the senior center on 
Allen Street in the coming weeks.

August Pop Up Boutique – 
It’s Time to Shop!

Whether you want to get an early start 
with your holiday shopping or you’re just 
looking for a bargain, you can shop the 
whole month of August right here, at the 
Hampden Senior Center!

Boutique Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & 

Friday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Thursday, 9 a.m. to Noon
We are still accepting donations of 

new and gently used clothing & accesso-
ries, jewelry, shoes, home décor, house-
hold items, books, and puzzles. Due to 
space constraints, we are unable to accept 
large items. If you have any questions re-
garding donations, please call the Senior 
Center before bringing your items in. All 
proceeds for sale will benefit the Hamp-
den Senior Center Building Expansion 
Fund.

Save the Date:
Friends of Hampden Senior Citizens 

Tag Sale, Saturday, Sept. 7 from 9 a.m. 
to Noon.

HELP US STOCK OUR SHELVES 
with Liquid Dishwashing Soap!

Thank you to those who donated dis-
infecting wipes last month. Every month 
we will target a different item to help fill 
our shelves to provide non-food items to 
SNAP recipients.

MOVIE SCHEDULE:
Mondays at 12:30 p.m.

8/19  -  Queen Pins, R, Comedy/
Crime

8/26  -  13 Going on 30, PG-13, Com-
edy/Fantasy/Romance

Grab and Go Dinner
Friday, Aug. 30, pick up is 2 p.m. to 

2:30 p.m.
Enjoy a delicious dinner of Sausage, 

Peppers & Onions Grinder, Pasta Salad, 
and Dessert

Cost is $5 per person. Please call 566-
5588 starting July 1st to order your dinner

Learn to Play the Recorder with Sue
Ongoing weekly classes, Mondays, 12:30 

pm to 1:00 pm
Our Ukulele Instructor, Susan Mc 

Hand would like to share her love of play-

ing the Recorder.
Cost is $3 per class for a half-hour les-

son, paid to the instructor. Recorders can 
be purchased for $10. Please let us know 
if you need to purchase an instrument 
when signing up for the class. 

Please call 566-5588 to reserve your 
spot, and instrument if needed. Space is 
limited.

Learn to Play the Ukulele with Sue 
Accepting new students.

All Ukulele students will meet:
Mondays, 1:15 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Any new Recorder or Ukulele stu-

dents will meet:
Mondays, 2:30 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Cost is $5 per class, paid to the in-

structor. 
Starting in September, Sue will offer 

a 10-week session,
from Sept. 9 through Nov. 25.
Cost is $50 paid in full for the 10-

week session and receive two free classes, 
or $6.00 per class – call ahead for avail-
ability. Please call 566-5588 to reserve 
your spot. Space is limited.

 “African Drumming” with Jason” 
Is taking a break in August and be-

ginning a new 12-week session, 
from Sept. 6 through Nov. 22. Accept-

ing New Students.
Fridays, 2:15 p.m. to 3:15 p.m.
Cost is $60 paid in full for the 12-

week session and receive two free classes, 
or $6 per class – call ahead for availabil-
ity. Please call 566-5588 to reserve your 
spot. Space is limited.

LET’S JAM!
We are looking to get a group of mu-

sically inclined people together to start a 
weekly jam session this Fall.

Let us know if you would be interested 
in joining a group in a casual, laid-back, 
but fun setting to share your talent with 
good company.

Please call 566-5588 so that we can 
start a list of anyone who would like to 
JAM! Let us know what your musical tal-
ent is.

D & R Summer Farm Share – 
PICK-UP is on:

Wednesdays, Aug. 21 and 28. 
D & R FARM offers fresh produce 

weekly, FREE with SNAP/HIP if you 
qualify!  

If you do not qualify for SNAP/HIP 

you may purchase a share for $40 cash 
per month. 

New applications for Summer Farm 
Share are required. 

Contact Wendy if you haven’t submit-
ted your application. 

Shares are limited. Please call Wendy 
at 566-5588 or email outreach@hamp-
denma.gov to sign up. 

Please let us know if you need your 
shares delivered. 

Save these dates:
Friday, Sept. 13 at 12:30 p.m.,
Beekeeper Sue Kendrick will be here 

to talk about beekeeping, honey and more!
Thursday, Sept. 19 at Noon,
Grandparents Luncheon followed by 

BINGO with Boomer and the Springfield 
Thunderbirds

Evening Programs in September:
Trees Downsize in Autumn… 

YOU CAN TOO!!
Come and learn how to live an orga-

nized life that doesn’t involve constant 
maintenance with special guest: 

Bonnie Borromeo Tomlinson on 
Tuesday, Sept. 10, 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Bonnie is the author of:
STOP BUYING BINS & other blunt 

but practical advice from a home organiz-
er

STOP PUSHING PERFECTION & 
just create a home you can actually keep 
neat

This program is FREE. Books will be 
available to purchase at no obligation.

Enjoy a glass of wine and light re-
freshments while you’re here. Please call 
566-5588 to reserve your seat.

Space is limited. Sponsored by 
Friends of Hampden Senior Citizens.

Intro Class for “African Drumming” 
with Jason

Don’t miss out on this amazing oppor-
tunity to be part of something new and in-
vigorating, discovering great benefits for 
the body and soul!

Tuesday, Sept. 17, 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
This introductory class is FREE. 

Please call 566-5588 to reserve your spot.
We have a limited number of drums. 

Preference will be given to new students 
on a first come, first serve basis for the use 
of a drum. All are welcome to observe. If 
you have a drum, please feel free to bring 
your own, but still call to reserve your 
spot. Space is limited.

Sponsored by Friends of Hampden 
Senior Citizens

Ready to start feeling better? Needing 
a clearer mind and body? Come and join 
us for a

Crystal Bowl Sound Healing 
Meditation, led by Chantal.

Tuesday, Sept. 24, 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Past and recent participants stated they 

experienced:
 Increased energy and overall sense of 

relaxation; Release of pain and tension; 
Increased focus and ability to concen-
trate; Deep sleep and feeling well-rested 
upon rising; And much, much more!

No prior knowledge of meditation is 
needed! Just sit or lay down, enjoy, and 
R-E-L-A-X!

Chantal is co-owner and manager of 
Nirvana Spa and Wellness in Somers, 
Connecticut.

Please bring a yoga mat or zero-grav-
ity chair if you have one, a pillow, a blan-
ket, and a water bottle.

The cost of this program is $10 per 
person. Please call 566-5588 to reserve 
your spot. Space is limited

All Levels Yoga with Lisa Zizza
5-week session

Thursdays, 6 p.m. to 7 p.m., beginning 
Sept. 19 through Oct. 24.

Please bring a yoga mat and a water 
bottle. Dress comfortably and stay hydrat-
ed!

Cost is $25 paid in full for the 5-week 
session and receive one free class, or

$6 per class - call ahead for availabil-
ity. Please call 566-5588 to reserve your 
spot. Space is limited.

Basic Beginner Drawing with Joyce 
Belliveau 

3-week session
Thursdays, 6 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., begin-

ning Sept. 26 through Oct. 10.
Come and discover your inner artistic 

abilities.
All supplies will be provided. Bring 

yourself and enjoy!
Cost is $20 paid in full for the 3-week 

session.
Please call 566-5588 to reserve your 

spot. Space is limited.

Monthly Highlights for August at the Hampden Senior Center

Hampden Senior 
Center Fall Trips

HAMPDEN - The following senior trips are 
made available through the Hampden Senior 
Center. A minimum of 40 travelers are needed for 
any trip to run. All prices include a driver’s tip. 
Flyers are available at the senior center on Allen 
Street. Coach seat assigned as your $20 deposit is 
received (unless otherwise noted).

Please write a separate check to Bobbi for 
each trip; note trip name in the check memo.

OCT 23, Wed - Fall Foliage Trip – American 
Heritage Museum in Hudson, MA; Lunch @ 
O’Connor’s Restaurant (menu choice on flyer) in 
Worcester; Wine Tasting @ Hardwick Vineyard 
& Winery; $135pp. Full Payment Deadline Oct 
3.

NOV 11, Mon– Radio City Music Hall for 
Rockettes matinee Christmas Show, orchestra 
section 103, closest to lobby concessions & ex-
its; coach, orchestra tickets, choices for lunch @ 
Carmine’s on W 44th St (Times Sq) $263/pp. Full 
Payment Deadline Oct 6. WAIT LIST ONLY

DEC 11, Wed - Aqua Turf Show “Deck the 
Halls Christmas” w Buddy Holly & Elvis (his 
2nd cousin); Delicious Family-style Lunch; 
$131pp. Full Payment Deadline Nov 20.

Questions call 413-566-8271 or email bobbi-
jg2@charter.net.

SPRINGFIELD  - The spirit and 
comradery of Springfield’s Tech High 
School is alive and well as they gear 
up for another exciting reunion on 
Saturday, Sept. 28 at the Elks Lodge 
#61 at 440 Tiffany Street from noon to 
6:00 pm. The reunion is open to ALL 
TECH CLASSES and friends.

An outside barbecue will be held 
rain or shine under the lodge’s pavil-
ion and a special tent.  The BBQ will 
include hot dogs, hamburgers, sausage 
and peppers, salads, dessert and more. 
Cash bar. Free parking and handicap 
accessible.

A fun-filled afternoon will include 
a live band and dancing, cornhole and 
bocce games, raffles and time to rem-
inisce with friends over the years and 
make new friends as well. Donations 
will be accepted for raffle prizes.

According to committee chair 
Mike Borecki, “Last year we had a 
terrific turnout of over 300 people 
and we anticipate a larger group this 
year. We’re thrilled that the Tech Spirit 
is alive and well and look forward to 
many years to come”. 

Seating is limited and tickets are 
$25 each. All are on a first come, 

first served basis. Open seating. For 
tickets call Mike Borecki ’72 at 413-
351-6572, Dawn Duncan ’71 at 413-
896-3930, Paul Montefusco ’69 at 
413-596-6607, or Matt Villamaino 
’67 at 413-896-2206. We’re always 

looking for volunteers. If interested, 
contact Mike Borecki.

Located on Elliot Street in Spring-
field, MA Technical High School was 
founded in 1906 and closed in 1986.

Committee members for the September 28 Every Class Tech Reunion proudly 
stand in front of their welcome banner at the Elks Lodge #61 (L to R) Mike 
Borecki ’72, Paul Montefusco ’69, Dawn Duncan ’71, and Matt Villamaino ’67. 
Missing Joan Learned ’56.

Springfield Technical Every Class Reunion Sept. 28
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3-WHEEL SCOOTER, Space Sav-
er Plus–3 Premier, stylish, powerful, 
maintenance-free, cushioned seat w/
arms, basket & manuals. Easy assem-
bly for travel. 413-335-9116.

8 CEMETERY PLOTS FOR SALE 
at Glendale Cemetery, Wilbraham. 
$1100 each, 2 or more $1000 each. 
(413) 245-1370.

LARGE, QUILTED, HEAVY DUTY 
moving blankets, good condition. 413-
238-5966.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
BUNDLES - KILN DRIED 

FIREWOOD
Only $5 per bundle! 

Pick up at Kibbe’s Firewood
229 Somers Rd, 

Hampden MA 01036

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00

Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for 

outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

2***A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE**

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

EXCAVATING
COMPLETE SITE WORK. Resi-
dential and commercial. Specializing 
in Title 5 septic repair and installation. 
Lussier Excavating, 774-696-
1292. email: gigluss@mail.com

MINI EXCAVATOR FOR HIRE. 
Fully operated. Shrub removal, elec-
trical trenches, drainage work. Minor 
demolition. Licensed and insured. Call 
413-315-1614.

HANDYMAN
HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, 
roofing and siding contractor. Tim 
413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING Lawn 
mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups, 
mulching, pruning. Holyoke, South 
Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and Am-
herst. Call 413-536-3697.

 MATT GUERTIN
LANDSCAPING

Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow
Weekly lawn care

Landscape design and installation
Hedge trimming/mulching
Custom edging/stone work

 For more services visit 
mattguertinlandscaping.com

Call or text 413-266-9975
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505.

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chimney 
repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-566-
5596/413-433-5073.
Lic. #105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Residential removal of trees, 
Free estimates, Fully insured W/Work-
man’s Comp. Remove them before the 
wind takes them down. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212.

The Trustees of the Otis Library seek 
applicants for a Library Director 
Position. The position pays $21-$25 
per hour commensurate with experi-
ence. The Director can expect to work 
between 25-30 hours per week.  
An application packet is available by 
emailing otislibrary@cwmars.org 
or at the Otis Library at 48 North 
Main Road, Otis, MA 01253. 
(413) 269-0109.  
The application deadline is 
September 13, 2024. 
The Otis Library Board of Trustees is 
an equal opportunity employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

THREE RIVERS -  2ND FLOOR. 
3 Bedrooms, 1 bath, off-street parking, 
washer dryer hook-up. 1st, last and 
security. $1300. No pets. (413)544-
9012 or (413)668-8348

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Retro World
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JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOON
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Another Wilbraham legend joins HB Real Estate 

We are pleased to welcome 

Sue Lefebvre, REALTOR® 

to the HB Team. 

Please call Sue for any real estate needs 
413-537-2312 

 

 

 

www.HBRealEstate.net 

HB Real Estate 
“Selling Homes One Relationship at a Time”TM 

Rose Bingo for their support of 
their goals.

Vasquez made the Lyrical, 
Jazz and Acro teams and ex-
pressed excitement for the up-
coming Dance Olympics, having 
been dancing for 14 years.

“I remember my first recital 
and I saw one of the older girls 
dancing and I thought it was the 
coolest thing ever and I wanted 
to do the same thing,” Vazques 
said. “So, she definitely inspired 
me a lot to begin dancing and to 
take it more seriously.”

Vasquez stressed how dance 
is not only just a sport, but also 
an art.

“It’s like an entertaining form 
of art that people watch, but it 
also comes with a lot of disci-
pline and training to perfect your 
art. So, I think it’s really import-
ant for people to understand that 
it is a sport as much as football 
and basketball is because of the 
training, time and effort put into 
it,” Vasquez said.

Bordeau got into dance 
through her mom and started 
her first class at three years old, 
currently in her sixteenth year of 
dance.

She also competed and won 
Miss Acro United States during 
her recent trip to New Jersey to 
participate in the competition, 
a feat completed only one other 
time over eleven years earlier by 
her dance teacher--and role mod-
el--Brooke Attanasio.

“It’s definitely exciting that 
I not only get to represent just 
Chicopee, but Western Mass. 
I feel very honored to do it be-
cause dance is a very big part of 
my life,” Bordeau said.

Bordeau’s advice for future 
and aspiring dancers was this.

“The advice I would give is 
to not hold back and really just 
go for it,” Bordeau said.

Cosgrove, meanwhile, made 
the Lyrical team and has danced 
for 12 years, following her sister 
and friends into dancing and lov-
ing the art.

“It’s a really cool opportuni-
ty, so I’m super excited to rep-
resent and it’s just such a great 
honor,” Cosgrove said. “It’s real-
ly important to all of us.”

She considers her fellow 
teammates her role models, en-
joying how dance provides com-
munity, freedom and an oppor-
tunity to express yourself. The 
greatest lesson Cosgrove learned 
in dance focused on mindset.

“Probably just to be in the 
mindset that you overthink about 
what you look like and what ev-
eryone thinks about you. But, 
they’re focused on themselves 
and I think it’s an important 
thing to keep in mind while 
you’re dancing,” Cosgrove said.

Rivera, who also went to 
Germany and made the Hip Hop 
team, will be competing on the 
Lyrical, Contemporary and Jazz 
teams, dancing since she was 
two years old. She also made the 
United States Dance Team and 
Acro Team for the New England 
area.

“It’s been a good experience. 
I think it’s taught me a lot of 
things like teamwork and disci-
pline, things like that,” Rivera 
said. “I wouldn’t trade it for any-
thing else in the world honestly.”

Rivera hopes the girls attend-
ing the IDO Dance Olympics 
will inspire future dancers.

“I think it’s a good impact, 

especially in New England, be-
cause we don’t really have pres-
tigious dance schools over here. 
So, I think it’s a really good im-
pact and I hope little girls and lit-
tle boys can see us as role mod-
els and they can see us growing 
so they can grow themselves,” 
Rivera said.

Christina Bordeau, Paige’s 
mom, said the IDO is the Olym-
pics for dance and “is the biggest 
opportunity” the girls wanted 
to do, hoping to take home the 
gold.

“It is a huge community, the 
dance community. There are so 
many positive things and I think 
Lisa (Attanasio) and Bianca (At-
tanasio) are the ones who kind 
of foster that with the teachers 
at the studio,” she said. “And I 

think there’s so many opportuni-
ties, but this is like, wow.”

She added the fundraiser in 
September is an opportunity to 
bring the community together to 
support the girls and vice versa.

“We’re really looking for the 
girls to thank the community for 
coming to support them,” she 
said. “So, we’re excited about 
that.”

Bordeau wants the communi-
ty and surrounding communities 
to know how much the girls want 
to make everyone proud.

“I do think it’s important for 
the community to know that all 
four girls want to represent the 
United States in a positive way 
and when they have that United 
States flag and patches on them, 
they’re representing not only the 

United States, but their commu-
nities in which they serve,” she 
said. “And that they’re really are 
over there to set a positive ex-
ample, especially for girls today. 
They’re really appreciative of 
the support from their commu-
nities and the support from their 
studio and teachers.”

The girls’ messages were 
this.

“I give a thank you to my 
studio, my teachers and every-
one that has supported me there 
because they’ve known this is 
one of my biggest dreams for 
a while,” Bordeau said. “And I 
thank the community for all the 
support they’re going to provide 
us.”

“Thanks to the communi-
ty the last time I went. It made 
things easier for my parents fi-
nancially and, hopefully, they do 
it again for us and, also, for my 
friends so I can live this expe-
rience with my friends,” Rivera 
said.

“Just a huge thank you for ev-
eryone’s support because with-
out them, we could not get here. 
Everything helps us get here and 
makes our dreams come true,” 
Cosgrove said. “So, everyone’s 
support means the world to us 
to help make our dreams come 
true.”

“A really big thank you be-
cause I wouldn’t be going to 
Poland without them, without 
the support of my community, 
without the support of my dance 
teachers and the training they 
have provided for me,” Vasquez 
said. “And, also, for my friends, 
thank you as well. I wouldn’t be 
the dancer I am today without 
any of their support.”
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From the left, Thea Cosgrove. Karielys Rivera, Paig Bordeau e 
and Madisyn Vasquez, who will be heading to the IDO Dance 
and Acrobatics World Championships in Poland in November to 
represent Team USA.
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