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Puppolo welcomes Goakley-Rivera

at W@j@ With Wa/o/w&)

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - A spe-
cial edition of State Rep. An-
gelo Puppolo Jr.’s (D-Spring-
field) Pizza with Puppolo
event took place at the senior
center on Aug. 4 with Cheryl
Coakley-Rivera and her team
from the Hampden County
Register of Deeds.

The event focused on ti-
tle fraud prevention, deed
theft, the Homestead Act,
the Massachusetts Consumer
Notification System and oth-
er resources available to the
community to protect proper-
ty ownership.

Attendees also had the op-
portunity to receive a compli-
mentary copy of their proper-
ty deed.

The pizza was provided by
Pafumi’s on Main.

Residents can visit hamp-
dendeeds.com to look wup
their property or call Coak-
ley-Rivera at 413-454-2550
for assistance. The Hampden
County Register of Deeds is
located at 436 Dwight Street,
Room B042 in Springfield
and 59 Court Street, Room
104 in Westfield.

Puppolo was thrilled to
have Coakley-Rivera, who’s
also a longtime friend and
served with her in the past, at
the event.

Please see PUPPOLO, page 10
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Cheryl Coakley-Rivera from the Hampden County Register of Deeds and State Rep. Angelo
Puppolo Jr. (D-Springfield) take a photo with one of the attendees.

Photos courtesy of Rachel Hapgood
Teens are hard at work drawing seashells.

Teens draw seashells
at WPL workshop

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - Ellie
Trudeau with Art Lessons
with Ellie visited the library
to host a Teen Drawing
Workshop on July 28.

This session, the teens
drew various kinds of sea-
shells.

This program had 16
students learning how to use
different kinds of sketching
styles, along with adding
depth and shading, to draw
seashells. They learned
about the basics of graphite
drawing, shading, and the
materials that they used in
the workshop.

There were seashells for
reference the teens used so

they could replicate them
onto their papers.

Trudeau, who has been
running art workshops pre-
viously at the library, spoke
about the night’s program.

“I always love coming
here. It’s a great space to
teach in, and they have such
a great following here. And
this program is unique be-
cause we got a grant to do
something a little different,
and we’re using some nice
supplies here that we were
able to get from the grant,”
Trudeau said.

Speaking on behalf of
the program are Library Di-
rector Melissa Harter and

Please see SEASHELLS,
page 9

School Comm. approves regional agreement draft revisions

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The
School Committee approved
revisions to the regional
agreement draft in a 6-1 vote
on July 30.

The decision comes after a

joint board meeting held be-
tween the Wilbraham Select
Board and Hampden Select-
board on July 23.

Superintendent Dr. John
Provost noted paragraphs D
and E were the only changes
for section IV, while every-
thing else was the same.

“As you know, we had

made changes all throughout

this document over the course
of many iterations and many
months and had essential-
ly been stuck for—more or
less—18 months around this
issue of paragraph D, which
has to do with the status of
the middle school,” Provost
said. “Things started to shift
when the decision was made
to move the middle school

into the Core program. There
was—in my opinion—a very
productive joint board meet-
ing in early May where there
was sort of a framework of an
idea of how we might want to
approach paragraph D.”
Provost said on the recent
July 23 meeting, “I think even
more detail was put together

to approach paragraph D.”
“Since that meeting, I've
been working with Doug and
with Attorney Sweeney to try
to just sort of capture what
was said within that meet-
ing in language that could be
shared with the two towns and
their legal counsel for feed-
back, for incorporation into a

said. “Because the towns have
a goal—which I’m very excit-
ed about—of getting this into
Fall Town Meetings, which
means that we’re coming
up against deadline because
they’ll be putting together
their warrants in short order.”

Please see AGREEMENT,

towards how we might want possible agreement,” Provost page 9

Intersection project
update shared

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

WILBRAHAM - A new
update was shared in relation
to the Stony Hill Road and
Springfield Street intersec-
tion project during the Aug.
3 Select Board meeting.

Since June 23, there’s
been work done at the
Springfield Street at Stony
Hill Road intersection due
to an intersection and side-
walk improvement project.
Throughout the summer,
residents have been advised
of travel lanes being closed
with alternating traffic from
7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in this
area as the work commences.

The improvements in-
clude widening the east-
bound approach to improve
the alignment and visibili-
ty of the left-turn lanes on
Springfield Street, install-
ing a new concrete side-
walk along the north side of
Springfield Street extending
from Town Hall to Stony Hill
School and upgrading the
traffic signal to include ded-
icated turning signals and

pedestrian crosswalk signals.

Substantial completion
of this is expected by Aug.
28.

Town Administrator
Nick Breault explained to
the board that there was a
request from the contractor,
which DPW Director Tonya
Capparello had brought to
his attention.

“So, what they want
to be able to do is to start
work for a brief period of
time—probably, in total, five
days—to have the ability to
start working at 5 a.m. with
staging starting even earlier,”
Breault said.

Breault said there could
be a possible, brief shutdown
of the road “on or around”
Aug. 26.

“The timing of this could
be anywhere from the 20th
of August through the end of
the month. Maybe a couple
of days on either end. But
the 20th through the 26th—
so could be the 18th through
the 24th,” Breault said. “Ton-
ya thinks she’ll have a better
idea come the Select Board’s

Please see PROJECT,
page 2

Summer reading celebrated with finale party

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The com-
munity gathered in the Roch-
ford Reading Room on Aug.
1 for the Adult Summer
Reading Finale Party at the
library.

The fun included raffle
prizes for gift cards from
Casa Bella, Village Food
Mart, Gio’s, La Cucina, Spar-
tan Auto Care Center and
Mountain View Restaurant,
raffle baskets and books and
a special cupcake cake to
celebrate Mary Haseltine’s
birthday.

Library Director Ellen
Moriarty said over 100 pa-
trons signed up for summer
reading this year and they
read over 500 books, adding
she was happy everyone went
home with a prize.

“We have our five star
section which is very popular.
That will be our recommen-
dation shelf for next year. Our
party today was great,” Mori-
arty said. “When the people
read a book, they fill out a
review and on the bottom of
the review is the raffle ticket
entry.”

Moriarty added summer

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Caryn Greco and Allison Vanderleeden went home with
these gift baskets from the Summer Reading Finale
Party. AT LEFT: Mary Haseltine, who was celebrating her
birthday at the Summer Reading Finale Party, with her
raffle prize, a gift card to Casa Bella.

We have an author talk in
October, which is Suzanne

Strempek-Shea,” Mori- WA
arty said. “We’re for- ‘\' o

reading was a big success,
also, because of the commu-
nity support.

“The summer reading
program is always a big suc-
cess. We're getting ready for Please see

the fall with our book clubs.  FINALE, page 8 h }
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Musical Petting Zoo comes to WPL

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - Mem-
bers of the Springfield Sym-
phony Youth Orchestra took a
visit to the Wilbraham Public
Library to host a musical pet-
ting zoo on July 23.

Education and Youth Pro-
grams Manager Maxwell Jor-
dan and Woodwinds Coach
and Volunteer Elizabeth
Blais-Bennett came for a vis-
it on behalf of the Springfield
Symphony Orchestra. They
showed the children all kinds
of instruments that they can
learn, showed them how to
play the instruments, as well
as some fun facts about each
instrument. At the end of the
program, children were also
able to try playing the instru-
ments in a petting zoo format.

“As the main appliance,
we got the musical petting
zoo. This is a guided explor-
atory activity. It’s a traveling
exhibit of musical instruments
for kids, generally aimed at
ages K through four, to serve
as an introduction to what
they hopefully will be very
excited to play in the band and
orchestra class as they get a
little older and move through
the public school system,”
Jordan said.

“I want them to have fun,
and I want them to try some-
thing they haven’t tried be-
fore. I mean, all of these dif-
ferent instruments, you know,
the things that you put in or
around your mouth, you’re

using muscles in your mouth
that you haven’t used before.
This is a new feeling that these
kids are gonna get to experi-
ence today, trying out some
of these instruments. Some
of the string instruments, you
know, is a unique sensation to
have this thing on your shoul-
der that’s vibrating. And I
think it’s a phenomenal sen-
sory experience for these kids
that I personally want to help
facilitate and make sure these
kids can have the time of their
life trying all of these instru-
ments, hearing these new
sounds and feeling these new
things,” Blais-Bennett said.
Children’s Librarian Jai-

Turley photo by Noelle Hisgen
Maxwell Jordan and Elizabeth Blais-Bennett with the
Springfield Symphony Orchestra took a visit to the Wilbraham
Public Library for the Musical Petting Zoo.

me Hageman spoke about the
program.

“We are overwhelming-
ly excited to bring such an
amazing organization from
our community here. We are
thankful to the Wilbraham
Cultural Council for choos-
ing the Springfield Symphony
Orchestra to have a program
here,” Hageman said.

It was a fun day for chil-
dren to learn about music and
try new instruments.

This program was spon-
sored by a grant from the Wil-
braham Cultural Council, a
local agency sponsored by the
Massachusetts Cultural Coun-
cil, a state agency.

PROJECT from page 1

meeting on the 17th. DPW is
planning to speak with all of
the abutters.”

Breault added that in look-
ing at the bylaw, “our pur-
poses as a municipality for
road work are exempt” from
the sound requirements of no
business noise from 9 p.m. to
7 am.

“But in this case, both with
the director and with the po-
lice chief, they feel that allow-
ing for this modified schedule
is necessary for the public
safety. There is no require-
ment that I could find that the
Select Board needs to vote
on this. Certainly, if there are
strong objections, we can have
that conversation,” Breault
said. “But this is really some-
thing essential for the project
to try to minimize the effects
overall. Even though for those
days, residents in that area
will expect to hear that kind of

noise.”

When Chair Marc Ducey
asked if need be, it could be
discussed at the next meeting,
Breault replied “you could.”

“But at this time, the plan
is to plan for it,” Breault said.

On Clerk Michael Squin-
do’s first question of what ex-
actly what type of work would
be done in terms of noise,
Breault said it would mainly
be milling and paving.

Squindo’s other question
was about the timing.

“Is there any discussion or
understanding as to why the
requested work starts at 5 a.m.
versus extending it to the eve-
ning side of the day?” Squin-
do said.

Capparello, who was on-
line for the meeting, answered
this question.

“Because they’ll be ex-
tending it into the evening. |
would anticipate it’s going to
be going into probably just be-
fore dark as well,” Capparello

said.

On Ducey’s question about
the five-day period, Capparel-
lo clarified what this would
look like.

“In terms of mill and pave,
they want to mill one day,
which is just going to be ex-
tended hours and then they’re
going to pave a couple days
later and they want to try and
get it all in one day. So they
want to start early—they’ll
work late—but they’re going
to close the intersection and
the idea is just to get it done,
rather than having it go multi-
ple days,” Capparello said.

After Vice Chair Sue Bun-
nell noted it will have to get
done, Breault emphasized
that and a note appreciating
patience. He added that Cap-
parello said the first day of the
new school year is on Aug. 31.

The item could also be put
on the next meeting agenda if
the board desires.
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SB appoints two
new police officers

August 13,2026

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

WILBRAHAM - Af-
ter the Select Board for-
malized the resignation of
police officer Taylor Pfaff,
whose resignation will go
into effect on August 25,
2026, they heard from ap-
plicants who sought to fill
the position.

After much delibera-
tion by the Select Board,
two police officers were
appointed as full-time po-
lice officers.

Kyle Cupka was the
first applicant to be consid-
ered for the role. During
his introduction, Cupka
emphasized his close ties
to the town and mentioned
his close ties to Wilbra-
ham, with his parents be-
ing residents and himself
being a Minnechaug grad-
uate.

“After Minnechaug, I
went to Utica College to
pursue athletics and fur-
ther education,” Cupka
said. “After that, I started
my career with the Sher-
iff’s Department in 2019,
had some odd jobs before
that. I started in 2019 as
a correctional officer, and
then around 2024, I got
selected to be part of the
mounted unit with the de-
partment.”

Cupka graduated from
the Springfield Police
Academy in 2025, which
allowed him to become
a full-time deputy within
the area. However, due
to “certain stuff out of our
control,” that program was
temporarily halted.

Cupka stated, though
he was still working as a
correctional officer, he was
looking to “pursue more of
the law enforcement side
of things.”

Vice Chair Sue Bunnell
stated she was “fascinated
by the mounted unit time”
and inquired into it, to
which Cupka revealed his
history of riding horses.

Despite an unfortunate
accident earlier in life, he
nonetheless continued to
ride horses into his profes-
sional career.

“When I was younger,
I grew up riding horses a
little bit,” Cupka said. “It
ended fairly quickly after I

- Taas——
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got bucked off and kicked
in the chest.”

Despite the past trau-
ma with horses, Cupka
said he was “lucky” he
had the opportunity to
work with them again
with the mounted unit in
2024. He also revealed he
has done numerous riot
control trainings and did
“probably 50 events every
year within communities
all throughout Hampden
County” including search
and rescue and events in-
volving the public.

“I'm sure a lot of you
have seen us at parades
and stuff, as well as the Big
E,” Cupka said. “But other
than that, it’s been great
exposure to the commu-
nity where you can really
bring the community and
the police together, and
the horses have definitely
been a big part of that. So,
it’s been awesome to see
kind of the neutrality when
everyone comes together
with that in a more positive
light.”

When Clerk Michael
Squindo asked why he was
considering ~ Wilbraham
from a police perspective,
Cupka explained that he
felt like “it’s more person-
al stuff instead of the more
high-end notoriety paces.”

“Not paces that always
make the news. You get to
form the connection with
the community as well.
Granted, there’s still big
news stuff that happens in
Wilbraham, but it seems
like it’s a more proac-
tive type of policing and
it definitely seems more
of a community policing
type of agency here. With
everyone I've talked to,
everyone [ know, every-
thing I've experienced
growing up here, some-
thing I've always gravitat-
ed towards...” Cupka said.
“The community, you get
your white-collared people
as well as your blue-col-
lared folks as well and just
the mix of everything real-
ly appeals to me.”

Dylan Auger was the
second applicant screened
during the night’s proceed-
ings. An employee of the

Please see NEW
OFFICERS, page 3

Plant Swap

to be held at
Wilbraham
library

WILBRAHAM- Liven
up your home by swapping
or adopting an indoor plant!
The Wilbraham Public Li-
brary will host a Plant Swap
on Saturday, Aug. 15 from
Noon to 1 pm.

The public is encouraged
to bring extra their house-
plants, clippings, and prop-
agations to the library to
swap and share with others.
This event is free and open
to the public, no registration
required. For more informa-
tion and guidelines about the
swap, visit the Event Calen-
dar at wilbrahamlibrary.org.

Hampden
Historical
Society
presentation
Aug. 26

HAMPDEN - The Hamp-
den Historical Society pres-
ents Perrie Fedora Convery
on the piano and her accordi-
on with a special sing-along.

Aug. 26 at 6:30 p.m.

Academy Hall, Main
Street. All welcome. Refresh-
ments will be served.

Questions, call
Krawiec at 566-8447.

Linda

Fatal collision
on Boston Road

WILBRAHAM - On July
29, 2026 at approximately
4:50 p.m., the Wilbraham
Police and Fire Departments
responded to a motor vehicle
crash on Boston Road in the
area of Post Office Park.

Responders located two
vehicles involved in the
crash. One vehicle had struck
a tree, and the female oper-
ator was trapped inside. She
was transported to a hospital,
where she was subsequently
pronounced deceased.

The crash is being inves-
tigated by the Wilbraham
Police Department, the Mas-
sachusetts State Police and
Hampden County District
Attorney’s Office.

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs
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“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
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Parks & Recreation announces
Adaptive Soccer Program

WILBRAHAM - Wil-
braham Parks & Recreation,
in partnership with Futsal &
Street Soccer, is pleased to
announce a new Adaptive
Soccer Program for children
ages 4-10. This inclusive
program is designed for par-
ticipants with disabilities, in-
cluding Level 1 Autism, and
provides a welcoming envi-
ronment where every child can
learn, play, and succeed.

Led by experienced Futsal
& Street Soccer coaches, the
six-week program emphasiz-
es soccer skill development,
teamwork, confidence, motor
skills, and social interaction
through adaptive coaching
techniques that meet the indi-
vidual needs of each partici-
pant.

The goal of the program is
to create a positive experience
where every child feels sup-

ported, included, and excited
to participate. Soccer is for
everyone, and happy to offer a
program that helps young ath-
letes grow both on and off the
field.

Program Information

Dates: Saturdays — Sept.
13, 20, 27, Oct. 4, 11, and 18

Time: 11 a.m. - Noon

Location: Front Field at
Wilbraham Middle School

Ages: 4-10

Fee: $140 for Wilbraham
residents | $150 for non-resi-
dents

Registration:
through Sept. 7

Participants should bring a
water bottle, athletic clothing,
shin guards, soccer cleats, and
a soccer ball.

For additional information,
please contact Alfred at info@
futsalstreet.soccer.

HSC Memory Café to celebrate 10 years

HAMPDEN - Join us as
we celebrate the Hampden
Senior Center Memory Café
on its 10 year anniversary.

Friday, Aug. 28 starting at
10:15 a.m.

Enjoy a Drumming Class

with Jason followed by a light
lunch.

Thank you for being a part
of “The Journey”.

Please let
know you’re
413.566.5588.

Wendy
coming at

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

Help find a missing friend

WILBRAHAM - The police department is asking
for the public’s help to find a child’s missing friend.

LOST -

LAST SEEN:

AUGUST 3RD
AROUND 7:00 P.M.
AT RICE’S FARM

DESCRIPTION:

* EROWN TEDDY BEAR

* EYES THAT SAY
“VERMONT TEDDY
BEAR FACTORY"

* BLACK SMUDGING
0N THE TAG FOR
WHERE WE TRIED
TO WRITE HIS NAME

= MISSING PATCHES
OF FUR ON THE
NECK AND BACK AREA
FROM WHERE MY SON
WOULD PICK AT HIM
WHEN HE'S ANXIOUS

B,

203-583-6570

¥ GREATLY MISSED ¥

PLEASE HELP U5 BRING HIM HOME.
¥ HE |5 50 LOVED. W

NEW OFFICERS
from page 2

Hampden County Sheriff’s
Office, Auger has worked as
both a corrections officers
and as a sheriff’s deputy in
Springfield and Palmer, as
well as a stint in Forest Park
where he “assisted Spring-
field Police.”

“I also assisted Palmer
Police when they had a little
bit of a shortfall on staff,” Au-
ger said. “I’ve spent a good
amount of years as a correc-
tions officer, which is my
current assignment right now.
I currently work second shift
at the main institution in Lud-
low, the men’s jail.”

Auger cited his four-year
degree in criminal justice,
which he earned at Westfield
State University. He stated
he was drawn to work as a
police officer, as he always
felt policing was something
he always wanted to do and
had gone to the police acade-
my—sponsored by the UMa-
ss Amherst Police—in 2023
and then went back to the
Sheriff’s Office as a correc-
tions officer and later went
back out on the street with his
current roles.

He also mentioned he had
history with the previous ap-
plicant selected for the role.

“So, I am fully post-cer-
tified and I have had some
experience on the street. I've
actually worked with Kyle on
many occasions at the Park,”
Auger said. “He was my part-
ner there on times. So yeah,

- Minimum required

unfortunately the law en-
forcement division was shut
down because of funding. I
know that was in the news
recently. But I know that I
would really like to continue
the work that I’'ve done out
in the community. I feel like
that’s where you get to be the
best version of yourself. I re-
ally enjoyed it...”

Auger also served in the
Air Force Reserves as a pho-
tojournalist, which has helped
him with writing and commu-
nication skills and prepare for
“a job like this.”

When Chair Marc Ducey
asked Auger about the most

satisfying part of his current
job, he shared it was the indi-
viduals he connected with in-
side the jail reach out to him
when he’s out on the street
patrolling.

“They feel like I'm an
approachable person and I
think they would speak high-
ly of my time both inside
and outside the facility. So, I
think the relationship that I've
maintained with the inmate
and the population out in the
community is the thing that
makes it most satisfying,’
Auger said.

With unanimous votes
and recommendations from

Police Chief Ed Lennon, both
potential officers were hired
for full-time police officer
roles for the town of Wilbra-
ham. Both will be appointed
to the town pending pre-em-
ployment medical screenings,
psychological assessments,
a physical abilities test re-
quired by the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts, a pending
background investigation
conducted by the police de-
partment and the appointment
date to be determined by the
police chief.

TR E E

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 « office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net

OBINSON

KR

S ERVICE

NOW AT

2022 Boston Rd.
Wilbraham, MA

- Helping clients live their
best financial life since 1965

- Accomplished, Friendly
and Professional

Mike Trombley, Financial Advisor, Former MLB Player;
Barbara Trombley, CPA, Financial Advisor

trombleywealth.com
413-596-6992

Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through
Trombley Wealth Management, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.
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THE BEST FRESH

LOCALLY GROWN!
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FARMERS!

Loecal Field Grown

TOMATOES!

Red, Ripe & Delicious
* Locally Grown

/' SBUTTER & SUGAR
!/ I SWEET CORN!

‘From Nearby Farms,

Fresh Blueberries, Green Peppers,
Eggplant, Cucumbers, “
Yellow & Green Squash, g l
Cabbage, Red Raspberries,
Pickling Cucumbers, @
WHydroponic Lettuce & MORE

© © 0 0000000000000 000000000000000000000000

PACK A PICNIC
FROM RANDALL’S

GOURMET SANDWICHES & SUMMER SALADS
Fresh Baked Pies, Cookies & Muffins

Randall’s Blueberry Sour Cream Pie!

Boar’s Head Specials Aug. 12-18
BH Honey Maple Turkey ......... $14.99/lb

BH American Cheese................ $5.49/1b
BH Maple Honey Ham............ $12.99/Ib
BH Dill Havarti Cheese ............ $9.99/Ib

© © 0 0000000000000 000000000000000000000000

PRENNIAL SEDUM

s> Special Aug. 12-18

}\

," &2 » FAVORITE SUMMER BLOOMERS
i~ All Varieties

s and Sizes
20% OFF

Autumn Joy, Autumn Fire,

,'T.“ 4 Back In Black & More

- Drought Tolerant, Sun-Loving,
Attracts Pollinators, Deer Resistant

Sunny Fresh Cut . &

e
b

anes $9.99 w2
. August Pottery Sale

CERAMIC POTS
20% OFF All Styles

10-inch Size & Larger

Elsie’s Creamery
The Best Homemade Ice Cream

Limited Edition ~ Now Available!

_ “CHUCK’S” MADAGASCAR
@ RN VANILLA ICE CREAM

ALWAYS FRESH AT

?J\NDAL]

FARM
& GREENHOUSE

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071 » www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM
Find us on and Youl[[1)
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- Tree Removal

= Structural Pruning
= Crane Service

= Storm Damage

= Stump Grinding

= Lot Clearing

Give us a call today

for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by o
a ISA certified arborist _ ¢

dlandgtree.com
INSURED AND CERTIFIED
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Wilbraham Public Library
announces new logo

WILBRAHAM - Wil-
braham Public Library is
excited to introduce its new
logo! Created by Allesandra
Corbett of Homegrown Stu-
dio, a graphic designer from
Wilbraham, MA, the logo
features a beautiful and full
tree filled with many animals
reading books.

Her design was the win-
ner of a logo contest open to
residents of Wilbraham from
high school age and up. Over
twenty artists entered logos
into the running, and the win-
ner was selected by popular
vote from members of the
staff, Wilbraham Friends of
the Library Board, the Wil-
braham Library Board of
Trustees and the Wilbraham
Select Board.

“We were so impressed
with the caliber of artists who
entered their logo designs
in this contest! It was hard
to choose who to vote for,”
commented Director Melissa
Harter.

The $250 first prize pro-
vided by the Wilbraham
Friends of the Library was
generously donated back to
the public library by Ms. Cor-
bett.

Harter said “Allesan-
dra’s kindness to the library
is so very appreciated. Her
thoughtfulness will positively
impact the entire community
of Wilbraham and will help to
grow a whole new generation
of readers.”

The logo is being de-
ployed over the next few
months. The staff were the
first to wear t-shirts adorn-
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Wilbraham
Public Library

LEARN « CONNECT « GROW

W11braham
Public Library

LEARN « CONNECT « GROW

ing the new logo and have
received many compliments.

The Wilbraham Friends
of the Library will soon be
making the new logo shirts
available for purchase at the
library, as well other items.

“This whole experience
demonstrated how many tal-
ented artists there are in Wil-
braham, how generous the
community is, and the extent
to which Wilbraham will go
to love and support the li-
brary. We are grateful and
could not be more thrilled
with how this turned out,”
said Harter.

Wilbraham in-person
early voting hours

WILBRAHAM - The
State Primary is being held
on Tuesday, September 1,
2026. Registered voters in
Massachusetts will be able
to cast their ballot in-person
before the State Primary.
In-person early voting for
Wilbraham registered voters
will take place at the Wilbra-
ham Town Hall, 240 Spring-
field Street, on the following

dates and times:

Hours of Early Voting:

Saturday, August 22, 2026
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Monday, August 24 thru
Friday, August 28, 2026

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Contact the Wilbraham
Town Clerk’s Office with any
questions. (413) 596-2800
x200 or Clerks@Wilbra-
ham-ma.gov.

Teens

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

HAMPDEN - A Candy
Sushi workshop was held for
teens at the Hampden Free
Public Library on July 25.

Teens were able to use a
variety of candy for their su-
shi: They used candy such as
Swedish Fish and Life Saver
gummies to mimic the inside
of sushi and fruit roll ups for
seaweed, along with using
Rice Krispie treats to repre-
sent the rice.

Teens made a wide vari-
ety of different kinds of su-
shi using references and their
own imaginations.

Needless to say, it was
certainly a packed house
in the Sheila R. Flynn Teen
Center while everyone made
their own rendition of candy
sushi.

Young Adult Librarian
Maxine Girard spoke about
the day’s program.

“This is one of the biggest
turnouts we’ve had this sum-
mer. And really, there’s noth-
ing better than candy and
sugar, and feeding the chil-
dren with all of this stuff,”
Girard said. “Anything really
that has candy and sugar is
a big hit, so we like to bring
that out when we can.”

The library has done
Candy Sushi a couple years
ago, and it was a huge suc-
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A group of teens have fun as they

show off their candy sushi.

cess. Because of it, they de-

cided to bring it back.

Previously, the teen pro-
grams have included vari-

ous sweet activities such as
Jell-O aquariums and ginger-

bread houses.

It was a very fun and de-

licious day for everyone to
make their own kind of sushi
using candy.

Recycling
fundraiser
Aug. 22

HAMPDEN - Green
Day Recycling is hosting an
electronics recycling event
fundraiser, and we invite
everyone to participate.

Located at the Federat-
ed Community Church, 590
Main St., Hampden on Sat-
urday, Aug. 22 at 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. (rain or shine). Some
items are free to recycle,
while others range from $5
to $40 each.

A portion of the pro-
ceeds will benefit the host-
ing parish.

Start your smile journey today!
Scanto book a complimentary consult.

ORTHODONTICS

Senior Class Tag Sale Fundraiser

WILBRAHAM - The
Minnechaug Regional High
School Senior Class Coun-
cil will be holding a Senior
Class Tag Sale Fundraiser
on Saturday, Oct. 17, from 8

a.m. to 2 p.m. at the school.
The Senior Class Council
is inviting local businesses
and community members to
rent a parking space for $30
to sell their items, wheth-

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

er that be books, clothes,
games, furniture and other
household items.

To learn more, contact
Michele Magee at mmagee @
hwrsd.org.

75 Post Office Park Dr. Ana Serrenho

WI lbraham 100% locally owned and operated
413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com NO REFERRAL NEEDED

= AUGUST 13th
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“A Family Business You Can Trust” - tf;’p, -
704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee ’;i‘;*”/}/,a SPRINGFIELD LODGE OF ELKS
7 440 TIFFANY ST. SPRINGFIELD, MA

HANNOUSH E

JEWELERS.
CHICOPEE

413-377-1433 We Bay Gokd in Any Condition ™ 4
Is At An All-Time High!

10% Extra Cash 25% Extra
When Cashing In When You Use Your

Your Towards A New Purchase GRAB YOUR
. |
10% Off Jewelery Repairs g L 22

Oﬂers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY et
www.hannoushma.com .

* www.nickforsheriff.com ¢

PAID FOR BY NICK COCCHI
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

)

When should my wife
file for spouse benefits?

Dear Rusty:

My wife is 66 (born
February 1960) and start-
ed taking Social Security
retirement benefits  just
over one year ago at age
65.

She was a stay-at-home
Mom for most of her adult
life. I turned 62 this past
March and received my
first SS payment recently
for a May 2026 start. We
are scheduled to meet with
SSA in late July to initiate
spousal benefits because
my wife’s current benefits
are less than 50% of mine.

We also have an adult
disabled son, who receives
Supplemental Security In-
come and Social Security
benefits (this split in benefit
sources happened after my
wife filed - that whole pro-
cess was confusing and we
don’t understand it).

My question relates to
spousal benefits (I was a
career finance person but
don’t completely under-
stand these rules). We were
going to file in July but is
there any benefit to waiting
until she turns 67?2 And will
her 50% benefit be 50% of
my lower benefit due to my
filing at 62 or is that based
on another amount?

Signed: Confused
Finance Guy

Dear Confused:

First, be aware that your
wife’s spousal benefit will
be based on her age when
she claims it, and half of
your Full Retirement Age,
(although you claimed
at 62, her benefit as your
spouse will still be based
on your FRA entitlement).

Because she claimed
her SS retirement at 65,
your wife will not get 50%
of your FRA entitlement;
rather she will get her own
reduced SS retirement ben-
efit (which was reduced by
about 13% from her FRA
entitlement) plus a “spou-
sal boost.” The amount of
that “boost” will be the dif-
ference between her own
FRA entitlement and half
of your FRA entitlement,
but that boost amount will
also be reduced because
she will be claiming in July
before her FRA.

Your wife will reach
her FRA in February 2027,
so by claiming her spou-
sal boost in July her boost
amount will be reduced by
about 5% and the “boost”
will be added to her al-
ready reduced SS retire-
ment about. The result will
be your wife’s benefit as
your spouse will be less
than 50% of your FRA en-
titlement. And, FYI, your
wife will be automatically
deemed to be filing for her
spousal benefit, she will
not be able to defer claim-
ing it.

As your son is now col-
lecting SS benefits based
on your wife’s personal SS
record, you should ask So-
cial Security to switch him
over to payments based on
your record because you
have the higher SS benefit.

FYI, because your son
is now receiving Supple-
mental Security Income,
the SS disability benefit
he receives will offset by
his SSI benefit, and the
payment amount will con-
sist of two sources - SSI
and SSDI. Nevertheless,
he cannot get more than
50% of your SS retirement
amount and will likely be
affected by the Family
Maximum, which may fur-
ther reduce his SSDI enti-
tlement.

Your wife’s benefit as
your spouse will also be
affected by the “Family
Maximum,” which limits
how much can be paid on
any one person’s SS record
(on your SS record).

That also means that
your wife will not get a
full 50% of your FRA en-
titlement; rather she will
get less because the fam-
ily maximum limits how
much all your dependents
can receive to somewhere
between 50% and 88% of
your FRA benefit amount
(after subtracting your own
SS entitlement).

That also means that
your son’s SS payment,
as well as your wife’s SS
payment as your spouse,
will be reduced to less than
50% of your FRA entitle-
ment. SSA will be able
to guide you through the
Family Maximum calcula-
tions for both your son and
your wife when you meet.

To recap all of this: a)
your wife will be automat-
ically deemed to be filing
for her spousal benefit;
she cannot delay until her
FRA. b) her amount as
your spouse will be less
than 50% of your SS FRA
entitlement. And c) both
your wife’s and your son’s
SS benefit will likely be
also affected by the Fami-
ly Maximum and, thus, be
less than half of your FRA
entitlement.

Nevertheless, it was
likely the right decision
to claim as you have, con-
sidering that your son and
wife have been receiving
SS benefits for some time
now, and both will contin-
ue to receive more as your
dependents.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security  Administration
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is
intended for information
purposes and does not
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpre-
tations of the Association
Mature Citizens Founda-
tion’s staff, trained and
accredited by the National
Social Security Associa-
tion To submit a question,
visit amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.

READING
NEWSPAPERS
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LIKE NO OTHER
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The joys of harvest season

t’s been a fun week in the
I garden! I love it when the
harvest starts to roll

in.

This week 1
picked broccoli,
kale, green beans
and zucchini.
also replanted
a few crops in
hopes of a second
harvest prior
the first frost.

Read on to hear
about my adventures.

You may remember my
column from a few weeks
back, where I was having a
hard time getting “into it” this
year. I guess like building any
relationship, the more time
you spend, the more time you
may want to spend as things
start to progress and go well.

Anyway, I am happy with
my garden again and it feels
good to spend time out there.
Back to the harvest.

I enjoy harvesting brocco-
li. It’s always fun to see just
how big you can get the heads
to grow before they want to
flower.

The first one I cut was
maybe six inches in diameter.
Not bad, but the second one
was closer to nine inches.

More heads will be ready
in the coming weeks. After
that I will be harvesting side
shoots.

This year, cabbage moths
were kept at bay by using a
tightly woven bug netting
draped over the plants and
supported by wire hoops and
secured at the base by old
wooden planks or stones. So
far so good; no worms of any
kind in the water left over af-
ter steaming.

Kale is broccoli’s cous-
in and is subject to the same
pests. Because of that I also

grow it under the netting.

amlp

I’'ve been harvesting the
kale for well over a month
and we already have several
bags of it in the freezer. I am
starting to rethink my use of
plastic baggies, but for now
the leaves are washed, patted
dry then ripped into piec-
es and stuffed into baggies
pushing out as much air as
possible. When my husband
makes his vegetable juic-
es and stews, all he does is
empty the contents into his
creation.

I noticed that the older
leaves of the kale were start-
ing to have a yellow cast, so
I got out the organic granular
fertilizer and gave the plants
a sprinkle and a good water-
ing. Hopefully that will rein-
vigorate the plants for pick-
ing well into the fall.

My bush bean seeds got
planted late; well after Me-
morial Day. The harvest is
just starting. I will be sure to
pick often to keep the plants
producing.

I have been saving my
own bean seeds for a few
years now. It’s easy, just har-
vest the dry pods of “the ones
that got away.” Make sure
they are crispy dry.

Break open the seed pods
and store the seeds with a
packet of desiccant (usually

in a bottle of vitamins or with
leather shoes) in a jar. If you
are growing open pollinated
or heirloom, non-hybrid
varieties you will reli-
ably get the same
variety back again.
They don’t cross
pollinate  with
neighbor beans.
This week I
was happy to har-
vest four zucchinis with
more coming. It’s funny
that already I see freebies
at the end of driveways on my
commute. I truly hope I have
an abundance.

To avoid “boat-sized”
squash, pick them small, say
six to eight inches long. The
seed cavity won’t be too big
that way and you will encour-
age the plant to keep produc-
ing.

No doubt the vine borer
will do in my early sowing
soon enough, but never fear,
I have sown additional seeds
under cover to hopefully
have a later harvest once this
one expires. I try and keep
them covered until the plants
bloom, at which time the
cover needs to be removed so
that the flowers can be polli-
nated and fruit can form.

I hope you are enjoying
the start of the harvest season
as much as I am.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

i WEY, THERE'S
| Avweors SEPTEMBER
AMD OCTORER S 8

W ,
KYHR

y daughter, Paula
Ouimette, took this
photo of a juve-

nile brown headed cowbird
watching her run laps with
her dog, Jo Jo.

The young  cowbird
perched on a fence near the
driveway of the elementary
school in Hardwick.

My daughter used the
Seek app by iNaturalist to get
the identification. It stayed
there for about 20 minutes be-
fore flying off.

She said there were no
other cowbirds around, but
cowbirds lay their eggs in
nests of birds smaller than
then in hopes they will raise
their young.

Obviously, this young
cowbird looks well feed. I
wonder what bird raised it,
often at the expense of their
own offspring.

Warblers and vireos are
the most common cowbird

Juvemle brown headed cowblrd ;_:i
- e ety S

hosts. Their nestlings weight
less than half as much as the
cowbird nestling.

Some species will either

push the cowbird egg out of

their nest or leave that nest
and start another nest.

The brown-headed cow-
bird is a stocky blackbird.
The females do not build a
nest and instead produce up to
three dozen eggs per summer.

They lay the eggs in the
nests of other bird species and
let them raise their young,
know as brood parasitism.

Brown-headed cowbirds
are native to North America,
but many people consider
them a nuisance bird because
of their parenting style.

Cowbirds destroy the eggs

and young of smaller song-
birds and have been impli-
cated in the decline of several
endangered species, includ-
ing Kirtland’s warbler and
black-capped vireo.

Adult male cowbirds
have glossy black bodies
and brown heads, hence their
name. In poor lighting, the
male’s head looks brown.

The female is brown with
the head lighter brown than
the body. She has fine streak-
ing on the belly/ Both sexes
have thick, conical bills and
black eyes.

They are 7.5 to 8.7 inches
long. They feed on the ground

Please see BACKYARD,
page 8
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ADDRESS
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Turle b

Publlcatlons Inc

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume
liability for the loss of photographs
or other materials submitted for
publication. Materials will not be
returned except upon specific request
when submitted.

Editorial
Policy

Letters to the editor should be
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be
published. We require letter writers to
include his or her town of residence
and home telephone number. We
must authenticate authorship prior
to publication. We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal
attacks, defamation of character and
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor,
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy

The TIMES will gladly correct
factual errors that appear in this paper
and can be substantiated. Corrections
or clarifications will always appear on
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail
or mailed communication to the editor
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
is published every Thursday by Turley
Publications, Inc. One year out of town
subscriptions are available at $45, out
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission
of news material, letters to the editor
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden
Times welcomes readers to
participate in this year’s election
campaigns by writing letters to
the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times,
care of Turley Publications, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed
10 413-289-1977 or emailed to
krivers@turley.com. Please include
a daytime telephone number for
verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered
for that Thursday’s newspaper.

No attack letters will be printed.
No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy
will be printed. If the volume of
letters received is larger than the
space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive,
the newspaper reserves the right
to print a representative sample.
No endorsement letters will be
printed in the last edition before the
election.

For more information, call the
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election
coverage, the newspaper plans to
print stories about contested races
for Congress, state Senate, state
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks
leading up to the election, as well
as a question-and-answer voters
guide. In order to ensure fairness
1o all candidates, no political press
releases will be printed, nor will
reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to
further publicize their candidacy,
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden
Times.
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Happy birthday
Harper Hatch
who turns 12
on August 15.

dve Mom, Dod,

|
Submitted photo and |
caption Judy Hatch

Submitted photos and caption Mary Lee Manning Mary Lee Manning of Wilbraham was crowned Ms.
On Sunday, June 28, the 33rd Ms. Massachusetts Senior Massachusetts Senior America 2026.

America pageant was held. The event took place at Holyoke Liza Zarcone of Springfield was 1st runner up. Christine
High School. Root of Agawam was 2nd runner up.

Lemonade

O -
Submitted photo and caption Cheryl Phillips
The Red Hatters celebrated summer with a delicious

luncheon at Krazy Jake’s on July 8.

Mila Ford held a lemonade stand on Aug. 2 to make her own money to buy
her little sister Remi a birthday present! Featured is many of the girls from
the Lakeside Inn/Scags Demo Summer basketball team who stopped by to
support her!
From left top row Mea Scagliarini, Mila Ford, Kayla Shea, Lola Jacque,

S -5 Willow Sullivan. Bottom from left Camryn Mavezzi and Autumn Sullivan
7 {4 holding Remi Ford.
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Submitted photo and caption McCartney Ford

Y BRUUE

AN BASH

] j ° I I [}
Submitted photo and caption J. Huerta

Our second Bruuer Bash on July 11, 2026 brought

h h . neighbors from Bruuer Ave. and Bruuer Rd. together
uipl'zxo‘:\r’(,i &".’tg dggdtg ﬂ;\ﬁ os;ﬁ;eﬁﬁ;" for great food, trivia, and prizes. Even the hot weather
& Enzo ; ’ v ’ couldn’t keep us from celebrating friendship!

Submitted photo and caption McCartney Ford
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MSB awards $30,000 in scholarships to local high school graduates

L2026 M98 Scholars
ﬂurty Thousand and *

. Congratulations!

avings
Moo e

]

s e 23, 2026 'DJ
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mnsonsavings bank

A
b

Monson Savings Bank representatlves Corinne Sawyer, Vice PreS|dent & Business
Development Officer (far left); Kandy Tranghese, Senior Vice President & CFO (center); and
Aimee Kohn, Business Development Officer (far right), proudly presented the local high school
recipients with their scholarships.

MONSON - Monson
Savings Bank continues its
longstanding ~ commitment
to supporting education and
investing in the future of
the communities it serves.
This year, the Bank proudly
awarded $30,000 in scholar-
ships to 15 graduating seniors
from local high schools in
recognition of their academic
accomplishments, communi-
ty involvement, and dedica-
tion to personal growth.

The 2026 Monson Sav-
ings Bank Scholarship Cer-
emony was held on June 23,
2026 at the Scantic Valley
YMCA. Scholarship recipi-
ents and their families were
invited to attend a reception
celebrating their achieve-
ments and the next chapter
of their educational journeys.
Guests enjoyed refreshments,

connected with Monson Sav-
ings Bank team members,
and celebrated the students’
successes.

As in previous years,
Monson  Savings  Bank
awarded scholarships to grad-
uating seniors from area high
schools. This year’s recipi-
ents were:

East Longmeadow
High School

Anna Flanagan

Eve Butler

Natalie DiMichele

Minnechaug Regional
High School

Elijah Webster

Mia Bolduc

Molly Kinsman

Monson High School
Adam Laverety
Brady Ronaldson

Kassidy Wallace
Maddie McDonald
Mya Bridges
Shane Szado

Ware High School

Jack Gaudreau

Maia Lamothe

Olivia DiRienzo

During the event, Kandy
Tranghese, Senior Vice Pres-
ident and Chief Financial Of-
ficer, congratulated the schol-
arship recipients and their
families on behalf of Monson
Savings Bank.

“These students have
demonstrated an outstand-
ing commitment to their ed-
ucation, their communities,
and their future goals,” said
Tranghese. “We are honored
to support their continued

Please see MSB, page 15

Age & Dementia Friendly
Wilbraham to host
‘A Toast to Memories’

Wine tasting
fundraiser

WILBRAHAM — Age
& Dementia Friendly Wil-
braham is inviting the com-
munity to an evening of

connection, remembrance,
and support. “A Toast to
Memories” wine tasting

fundraiser will take place on
Friday, November 6 from
5-7 p.m. at the Wilbraham
Senior Center.

Held in recognition of
National Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease Awareness Month,
this event is designed to
bring people together for
an evening of making new
memories while supporting
friends and neighbors liv-
ing with dementia. Thanks
to support from Country
Bank and The Guilty Grape,
guests can look forward to
wine pairings and raffles, as
well as special guest speak-
ers. Tickets are available for

purchase online at https://
square.link/u/J9HuODpP, or
in-person at The Wilbraham
Senior Center.

“This event is a mean-
ingful way to gather togeth-
er as a community, raise
awareness, and  support
those affected by demen-
tia,” said Katie Krupka, a
representative from Age &
Dementia Friendly Wilbra-
ham. “We hope attendees
will enjoy a warm and wel-
coming evening to support
an increasingly important
cause.” All funds raised will
support the ongoing work of
Age & Dementia Friendly
Wilbraham.

For more information,
please contact: Katie Krup-
ka, Director of Placement
and Aging Services, Assist-
ed Living Locators - West-
ern MA & Northern CT;
413-329-6730 (Text Friend-
ly) katiek @assistedlivinglo-
cators.com

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

FINALE from page 1

tunate because our summer
reading program is funded
100% by local donations and
we really appreciate that be-
cause we don’t have a bud-
get for programming, so all
of our programming is done
through the contributions of
local businesses and we also
get some grants through the
Mass Cultural Council and
the Massachusetts Board of
Library Commissioners. So,
we funded all through that,
which is awesome. We
have a great summer
reading program with
tons of activities for the
kids and to know that
our community is so
generous every year to
keep donating and to
keep these programs
going is wonderful.”

On popular
reads for the adults,
Moriarty said “The
Whistler” by Ann
Patchett and “The
Correspondent”
by Virginia Evans
were among the fa-
vorites.

“Freida ~ McFad-
den was probably our most
popular this summer for the
amount of books read, and
some of the old standbys like
Patterson and Connolly and
Grisham are always there.
Kristin Hannah is also very
popular every year and then
just a whole variety of other
authors,” Moriarty said.

Moriarty said the library
being at their new location
has “been interesting to fig-
ure out the dynamics of the
space” with where everything
would be held from outside to
the community room to the
cafetorium.

“So getting used to our
new space. Still working
on it. Always trying to im-

ENROLLING!

Hours: Monday-Friday

GiggleBuge

Preschool
Infant/Toddler Center

CALL TODAY!

7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

¢ Clean/Safe Environment

* Experienced/Certified DEEC Trained Staff
* Kindergarten Prep

* Educational Curriculum/Age-Appropriate

Jackie Kowal
(Director)

(413) 267-4373

¢ Social Learning/Healthy Eating

* Diverse Learning Environment

* Special Needs Children Welcome!!

lindsayrichard975
@yahoo.com

|7 Palmer Road
Monson, MA 01057

* Smoke Free Location

e Offers Infants/Toddler Care
e Offers Before/After School Care

www.gigglebugspreschoolcenter.com

GIGGLE BUGS PRESCHOOL & INFANT TODDLER CENTER

¢ SPECIAL OFFER

Newly Enrolled Infant to Preschool Aged (4-6 y.0.) customers

3100 OFF PER WEEK

For First Three Months Enrolled

Please Call 413-267-4373 For More Informatlon
or email: lindsayrichard975@yahoo.com

Offer expires 8/21/26
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The cupcake birthday cake to celebrate Mary Haseltine’s birthday.

prove it for the patrons and
people really seem to like
it, that it’s all on one level
and we got plenty of space.
The teens, I think they had
record numbers for signups
this summer and they love the
Sheila R. Flynn Teen Room
which has been very, very
popular and wonderful, won-
derful events this summer,”’
Moriarty said. “We’ve been
using all of our spaces to the
best of our ability to really
make use of all of it and to
make a warm and welcoming
and safe space for all the peo-
ple of Hampden, from kids to
seniors.”

As library director, she
was also thrilled with the suc-
cesses of the kids’ and teens’
summer reading programs.

“It’s always wonderful to
see the enthusiasm, especial-
ly of the young kids coming
in and getting their beads for

BACKYARD from page 6

and can be seen walking be-
hind livestock to eat what
their hooves stir up.

They are found in open
habitats such as fields, pas-
tures, meadows, forest edges
and lawns. They also perch on
a prominent branch high in a
tree.

They are  primarily
seed-eaters and insectivores,
adapting their diet based on
availability and season, often
gleaned from the ground or
by following grazing animals.
They will come to feeders
as well and prefer sunflower
seeds and millet.

Other Hardwick birds

My daughter, Paula, saw
lots of bluebirds, swallows,
robins and one hen turkey
with a poult. She said there
were probably more under-
neath the hen turkey, but only
one was brave enough to
come out.

Red tail hawks
I have several red tail
hawks in Barre, New Brain-
tree and Oakham. Recently,

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

A shot of this year’s door prizes
of raffle baskets, books and more.

their necklaces and the teens
have been reading a lot this
summer, which is very won-
derful, to get them in reading
because we just want them to
not experience the summer
slide where they might stop
reading and then kind of fall
behind and be a little bit be-
hind when they start school,”
Moriarty said. “So, we en-
courage reading through the
summer and what’s great is to
see families come with kids
of all ages and then the par-
ents reading. It’s really won-
derful to see them set the ex-
ample for the kids that they’re
reading as well, so that’s very
encouraging to see and we
have a wonderful group of
seniors in this town who are
avid readers and read so much
regularly. It’s wonderful to al-
ways see them reading too.”

Her message was this.

“Keep on reading and
keep coming back. We have
more wonderful programs in
the fall and so be on the look-
out for all our free programs
and keep reading,” Moriarty
said. “Keep supporting your
local library!”

To learn more about up-

coming events and more,
check out hampdenlibrary.
org.

one flew off and the sunshine
showed off the hawks red tail.
They are often seen by fresh-
ly mowed fields in hopes of
fcatching some rodents, who
stand out on a newly cut field.

Great blue heron
Long Pond in Rutland is
a popular spot to find a great
blue heron “fishing” in the
shallows along Route 122.

Meal worms

I continue to have catbirds
come for the mealworms I
leave them on the picnic ta-
ble. The other day I heard a
catbird make its meowing
call. Males use the call to es-
tablish territory and females
for communication and alarm
purposes.

Raven

Recently, the common ra-
ven flew overhead making its
gurgling croak. I could hear
it, but I was unable to see it
with all the trees.

People may report a bird
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or
texting 774-262-5882.
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GFWC Wilbraham Junior
Women’s Club to host Free
Kids Bingo Night!

WILBRAHAM - Not sure
what to do with the kids on
a summer weeknight? Come
Join the Fun! The GFWC
Wilbraham Junior Women’s
Club invites local families to
a free Kids Bingo Night on
Wednesday, August 19, 2026,
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. in the
Brooks Room at the Wilbra-
ham Public Library.

Designed for children of
all ages, the event offers an
evening of fun, laughter, and
friendly competition. Kids
will participate in five games
of Bingo and Prizes will be
awarded to the lucky winners!
All supplies will be provided
as well as freshly popped pop-
corn and water. All children
will receive a small “lucky
charm” for participating.

While the event is free,
pre-registration is required

due to limited space and may
be completed at www.Wil-
brahamJuniorWomens.org/
kids-bingo.

Children must be accom-
panied by a responsible adult
but. one adult may supervise
multiple children.

“Our goal is to bring fami-
lies together for a fun summer
evening while creating lasting
memories in our community,”
said Brenda Willard, GFWC
Wilbraham Junior Women’s
Club President. “We hope
families will join us for a
night filled with excitement,
prizes, and a chance to yell
‘BINGO!” The Wilbraham
Junior Women’s Club is com-
mitted to serving the Wil-
braham community through
volunteerism, and charitable
projects that enrich the lives
of local residents.

SEASHELLS from page 1

Teen Services/Young Adult
Librarian Rachel Hapgood.

“It looks like so much
fun, and it’s very profession-
ally laid out over there. You
see the kids coming in, and
they look really excited to be
there,” Harter said.

“I'm super excited to
have her, and the teens really
love her teaching style. It’s
very casual with her instruc-
tion but the teens like her for
it,” Hapgood said. “And this
is the first time she has taught
still life with us in graphite,
so we're excited to have a
different technique that she
is teaching.”

Trudeau and the members
of the Wilbraham Library are
very fortunate to have the
program put on by a partner-
ship through the Wilbraham
Cultural Council, who spon-
sored the event. Speaking
on behalf of the Wilbraham
Cultural Council is board
member Beth McDonald,
who started with the council
last fall.

“I think it’s a wonderful
opportunity to help the com-
munity, for them to get expo-
sure to different arts. I think
it’s awesome that we are able
to help make these opportu-
nities happen in town,” Mc-
Donald said.

It was a fun evening for
teens to learn something new
and artistic, while also being

able to show their creative
side by drawing seashells.
This program was spon-

o
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sored by a grant from the
Wilbraham Cultural Council,
a local agency sponsored by

Photo courtesy of Rachel Hapgood

Ellie Trudeau teaches the teens about drawing with graphite pencils.

the Massachusetts Cultural
Council, a state agency.

AGREEMENT from page 1

He added that feedback
has not been received yet
and there may be a possibil-
ity of doing—and request-
ing—another meeting “based
on feedback we received to
make tweaks if tweaks are
necessary.”

“But, I think this is at least
faithful to the conversations
that took place,” Provost said.

Provost then read into the
record the new proposed lan-
guage of paragraph D.

“The district has submit-
ted a statement of interest,
SOI, for the Massachusetts
School Building Authority,
MSBA, Core program of Wil-
braham Middle School. The
approval process and project
completion require firm finan-
cial commitments from the
member towns in view of the
fact that the MSBA funding is
in the nature of a grant pro-
gram provided a percentage
reimbursement of costs paid
by the district,” Provost said.
“The member towns agree
that in the event that HWRSD
and the MSBA become sig-
natories to a project funding
agreement for the Core pro-
gram for Wilbraham Middle
School, which requires as
a condition precedent that
member towns have appro-
priated the entire projected
costs in the aggregate through
appropriate  Town Meeting
votes. Wilbraham Middle
School will be converted to
a district-owned property and
capital costs will be a por-
tion according to paragraph
E of this section. The towns
agreed to cooperate in taking
all steps necessary to effectu-
ate the intent of this language,
which is to transfer ownership
control of Wilbraham Middle
School to HWRSD. The par-
ties acknowledge that how
best to effectuate the intent
of this language will depend
on how the project’s code is
approved by MSBA, which
could include renovations to
the existing building, con-
struction of a new building on
the current site or construction
of a new building on an alter-
native site. Accordingly, the
parties will, as appropriate,
in view of the project scope,
transfer title to the renovated
Wilbraham Middle School
and real estate upon which it
is located to the HWRSD, es-
tablish title in HWRSD to the
new building on the same site
and transfer title to real estate
upon which is located to the
HWRSD or establish title in
HWRSD to a new building on
an alternative site as a neces-
sary transfer, title to the real
estate upon which is located
to the HWRSD. As relates to
the transfer of real estate, the
parties may effectuate the in-
tent of this language through

the conveyance of a smaller
parcel than the entire approxi-
mate 63-acre parcel on which
Wilbraham Middle School is
located. The conversion to a
district-owned property will
also involve parties agree-
ment to nullify any existing
lease of the current Wilbra-
ham Middle School to the
district.”

On paragraph E, Provost
said this talks about “the way
costs are appropriated for
Minnechaug.”

“So, to speaks for grades
9 through 12, Provost said.
“So, the change that we would
make to make this inclusive
of a middle school which
was also regional would just
change 9 to 12 to grades
served by that property.”

He added if the language
is acceptable to the School
Committee, a vote on this to
acknowledge that would let
the attorney and the towns
know “that this would be
okay.”

School Committee Mem-
ber Sean Kennedy shared he
heard from members of the
Finance Committee and Capi-
tal Planning Committee about
“haven’t been a part of these
conversations.”

“I would just say not that
I think we should hold this
back any longer than it’s al-
ready been held back, but I
don’t think that—especially
with Capital—really needs to
be on board with this, or else
this doesn’t make it. Doesn’t
mean anything if they’re not
going to abide by it.” To “I
would just say not that I think
we should hold this back any
longer than it’s already been
held back...Especially with
Capital really needs to be
on board with this, or else
this doesn’t make it. Doesn’t
mean anything if they’re not
going to abide by it.”

Vice Chair Dr. Michael
Tirabassi noted how FinCom
and Capital Planning take di-
rection from the Select Board
as they are appointed roles
and “they don’t have individ-
ual power and authority, but
they do meet and discuss and
go over the numbers.”

“I think it’s very important
for this to get to the Fall Town
Meetings. To do what you’re
suggesting, this will not go to
Fall Town Meetings. There’s
no way that we would have
stuff done before the middle
of September and it wouldn’t
be in time for Fall Town
Meeting,” Tirabassi said. “So,
I think it’s important for the
committee to say ‘I think this
is very well-written and it
covers a number of eventual-
ities,” right? You don’t know
how it’s going to plan out. I
think it’s very well-written to
cover a number of eventuali-
ties, and I’'m hoping that the
towns would be comfortable.

Elinbier
Brog 68
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MINNECHAUG REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
AND
HAMPDEN-WILBERAHAM
REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICE

+ MAIN ENTRANCE

File phto
The School Committee discussed and voted on revisions for
the regional agreement draft on July 30.

By the towns, I mean the
people at the town’s meeting.
The Select Boards met and I
think they had some degree of
comfort with this. But really,
it comes down to the town
meeting and the members of
Wilbraham FinCom and the
Hampden Advisory will be at
the town meetings as well to
express their opinion as well.”

When Chair Michal Bou-

board Chair John Flynn if this
was discussed with the Advi-
sory Committee or other town
boards, he came up to the ta-
ble to share his thoughts. Af-
ter agreeing that the last two
joint board meetings were
productive, he noted Hamp-
den has not had a chance to
bring in other boards.

“As Sean said, there are
a lot of stakeholders in this

get this done. We’ve talked
about that, but perhaps with
the short time frame where
we have to set the agenda for
a Fall Town Meeting, this is
a major, major step to bring
in the stakeholders in a quick
process over the summer
might be challenging at this
point,” Flynn said. “Howev-
er, the step we have taken so
far is to encourage the School
Committee—or the district
committee—to bring all law-
yers into the mix and get their
input on the verbiage at this
point and there’ll be ongoing
discussion during our board
meetings.”

School Committee Mem-
ber Timothy Collins said he
was in favor of moving for-
ward because “I don’t want to
lose any time” or do anything
that would jeopardize taking
care of what needs to be done
at WMS.

However, Collins was also
concerned about an item on
page three about exceptions.

“I just want to make sure
and go on record that the as-
signment or reassignment be-
ing prudent means we’re not

when Thornton Burgess dis-
integrated but it put tremen-
dous pressure on the middle
school. T don’t foresee any-
thing could be like that, but
you never know. One of our
elementaries may have a cat-
astrophic failure and we may
have to redistribute students,
and it shouldn’t be just the
student. It’s the whole student
population that has to be con-
sidered.”

Boudreau said the com-
mittee should continue mov-
ing forward and they can
await feedback from the at-
torneys and Provost will keep
everyone updated on any new
developments.

“If we have to reconvene
and have further discussion,
we will do that, but I think it’s
a good step to be able to move
forward and present to say the
School Committee has voted
and agreed to approve this
draft and then we can bring it
to the other stakeholders and
the community to be able to
say, ‘this is the draft,”” Bou-
dreau said. “I think it’s im-
portant to continue moving
forward.”

going to overcrowd a school,”

dreau asked Hampden Select-  process and we do want to Collins said. “I wasn’t here
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Hampden Cultural Council
accepting September Grant
Applications for FY 2027

HAMPDEN - The Hamp-
den Cultural Council is look-
ing for applicants! Each year,
the Massachusetts Cultural
Council works with local
cultural councils around the
state to award more than $7
million in grants to more
than 7,600 community-based
cultural programs. Over the
past 28 years, volunteers on
Hampden’s Cultural Council
have been able to disperse
over $137,000 in funding
for arts, science, and cultur-
al programs and projects for
our residents. In 2025 alone,
the Hampden Cultural Coun-
cil awarded $6,500 in grant
funding to local organiza-
tions and individual artists,
benefitting our local commu-
nity and enriching life within
the town of Hampden.

Since 1998, the Hampden
Cultural Council has helped
fund cultural-centered ex-
periences that include per-
formances, workshops and
lectures, in-school and out
of school programming, his-
torical preservation, public
murals, music and drama
production materials, and
seasonal, arts and cultural
festivals. Cultural groups
have given performances
on Native American cul-
ture, Irish American culture
and music, and Tai Chi. The
Hampden Cultural Council
has also provided support
in sending our Hampden
students to the Springfield
Symphony Orchestra, Old
Sturbridge Village, Muse-
um of Fine Arts Boston, and
the Berklee Performing Arts
Center in Boston.

To give you a broad-
er idea of individuals and
groups who have been
awarded grants, some of our
previous awardees have been
mural painters, storytellers,
musicians and multicultural
performers, puppeteers, and
enrichment program leaders.
Other awardees have given
lectures covering local histo-
ry, WWII history, women in
history, and the underground
railroad. Additional recip-
ients have lead workshops
focusing on topics such
as music, creative writing,
painting, pastels, photogra-

mindful practices, nutrition
and health, and environmen-
tal conservation with aid of
cultural council funding.

So, who can apply? Grant

applications are accepted
from individuals, public
schools, libraries, munic-
ipal organizations, private

organizations, and nonprofit
organizations. The Hamp-
den Cultural Council gives
preference to qualified local
organizations or individu-
als that show a clear benefit
to the Hampden communi-
ty. Groups who work with a
Hampden sponsor or venue
such as the library, school,
senior center, or other com-
munity organization are pre-
ferred. Programming that
is available to a wide range
of participants or multiple
generations of participants
are considered ideal. Grants
awarded by the Hampden
Cultural Council should not
be the sole source of funding
for these events but rather
should help offset the costs
of bringing a program to
our town. Eligible programs
are awarded reimbursement
grants after the event has tak-
en place.

Our past grant recipients
include the Hampden Senior
Center, Hampden Public Li-
brary, Scantic River Artisans,
The Theatre Guild of Hamp-
den, the Hampden PTO,
our high school, elementary
and middle schools within
HWRSD, One Book One
Community, Old Post Road
Orchestra, Pathways for Par-
ents, Strings and Friends, and
many individual artists.

The Hampden Cultural
Council will start accepting
online grant applications for
FY27 on September 1st. The
deadline for grant applica-
tions is October 15th, 2026. A
full list of application guide-
lines can be found at https:/
massculturalcouncil.org/
communities/local-cultur-
al-council-program/applica-
tion-process/ Still have more
questions or ideas for future
programming for the town
of Hampden? Are you inter-
ested in joining Hampden>s
Cultural Council? Contact
our Hampden Cultural Coun-

PUPPOLO from page 1

“We do Pizza with Puppo-
lo on a regular basis talking
about legislative issues. This
was a special edition,” Puppo-
lo said. “We went over a lot of
stuff. I think the biggest thing
is we want to make sure the
seniors know the resources
that are out there. My office
is here 24/7, we’re a valu-
able resource, The Register
of Deeds is here 24/7, she’s
a valuable resource. But, we
want to make sure that we
get that information out there
to the constiuents to know a)
what they can do to protect
themselves, b) what to do to
be proactive and c) what to do
if something happens. I think
that’s the biggest thing.”

Puppolo said the session
was also an opportunity to
help quell any fears constit-
uents might have and that
there are resources available
if something should happen.

“While it’s a very big is-
sue, big problem, it doesn’t
happen that often. But when
it does occur, it can cause
monstrumental damage. You
can lose your whole asset that
you’ve saved for your entire
life and we know that seniors
are targeted, seniors’ homes
by-and-large are paid off, so
there’s no mortgage on them
as we discussed,” Puppolo
said. “So, we want to make
sure that we provide the infor-
mation to the seniors that they
know that a) there’s resources
out there, there’s an avenue
to get protection if you need
it and then if something does
happen, what do you do after
the fact that we can kind of
help.”

He shared that legislation
around squatters is in the
works right now and hopes to
have this filed next legislative
session, having worked with
Coakley-Rivera and the Reg-
ister of Deeds on this as well.

“It’s certainly become, I
think, an issue in the Com-
monwealth. Not so much in
our area, but any time there’s
vacant, abandoned property,
it’s prone to squatters. What
we’re trying to do is file legis-
lation in the Commonwealth
that’s going to deal with squat-
ters in a much more efficient
and faster manner. So, we’re
trying to put language in there
and try to put legislation in
there that classifies a squatter

phy, woodworking, STEM, «cil Chair, Virginia Blake
deafness and deaf culture, at ginbee@charter.net.
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48. In the middle

52. Loop with a running
knot

53. Airborne (abbr.)

54, Sweet persons

56. Put into play

57. Small cattle breed

59. Millisecond

60. Revolutions per minute

61. They __

62. Moon crater

63. A place to stay the
night
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A group photo of Cheryl Coakley-Rivera and State Rep. Angelo Puppolo Jr. (D-Springfield) with
the team at the Hampden County Register of Deeds.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

State Rep. Angelo Puppolo Jr. (D-Springfield) in conversation

with a resident.

not as a tenant so they don’t
have that sort of ability to be
able to say that they live there.
They won’t have the ability to
sort of capture that place that
they’re in under that sort of
residency or tenancy status,”’
Puppolo said. “So, if you’re
a squatter, if you’re there il-
legally, if you don’t have the
right to be there, when they
find you—because they will
find you—you’re not going to
have any rights under the law
as a squatter.”

Puppolo was thrilled with
the turnout and the audience
engagement.

“This is one of the biggest
Pizza with Puppolo’s that
we’ve had of all time here. 1
think it was a great success.
I think everybody enjoyed
great pizza, great conversa-
tion and I think the seniors
really appreciate the fact that
I’m here. People know where
to find me, I’'m in the district
all the time. I think it shows
that, again, people want to
learn, people want to have
the resources,” Puppolo said.
“My office has been here in
town from day one. I'm here
to serve my constituents and
I think constituent service is

my number one priority and
continues to be.”

On the Pizza with Puppolo
event itself, he said he enjoys
the opportunity to connect
with the constituents.

“I think that’s the num-
ber one thing. I really enjoy,
as I said, constituent service
has been my hallmark. I re-
ally enjoy conversing with
constituents, but helping peo-
ple. That’s the biggest thing.
Whether providing infor-
mation like it was today or
helping a constituent with a
handicap placard or helping
a constituent with a Depart-
ment of Revenue or Depart-
ment of Transportation issue
or an employment issue, I'm
here, my office is here, peo-
ple know where to find me,”
Puppolo said. “That’s what
my job is. Making my constit-
uents’ lives easier, providing
the information and connect-
ing my constituents with the
resources that the Common-
wealth provides.”

His message was this.

“I hope they had a great
time. I hope they learned,
had a great lunch, but more
importantly, left here with
the resources that they need,
left here feeling more com-
fortable that their home is
safe and secure, that their
deed is going to be safe and
secure and what we are pro-
viding here is a resource and
if something happens, we’re
here to answer any questions
and help as much as we possi-
bly can,” Puppolo said.
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Falcons finish up summer season
- _

Alex Perez sends a free throw away.

Jayden Lopez tries to lift a shot.

WILBRAHAM -
The Spec Pond Sum-
mer Basketball League
held playoff last week,
utilizing a few sites in
addition to the courts
at Spec Pond. The Fal-
cons, a 7-8 team, were
involved in a matchup
held in Belchertown at
Chestnut Hill School.

Colin Conboy shoots in traffic.

] | SE—

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Alex Perez goes for a layup.

West Side Sports Shop
claims ladies title

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Since join-
ing the prestigious Pioneer
Valley = Summer  Soccer
League in 2021, West Side
Sports Shop has claimed the
women’s championship title
five times.

West Side Sports Shop
entered this year’s playoffs
as the fourth seed. They
posted a 2-0 shutout victory
over second-seeded W. Mass
Xtremes in the women’s fi-
nals held at historic Lusitano
Stadium in Ludlow. last Fri-
day night.

“We might be the fourth
seed, but we played very
well in the playoffs,” said
West Side Sports Shop head
coach Chris Andre. “We lost
to the Xtremes twice during
the regular season.”

The only year that West
Side Sports Shop didn’t take
home the championship tro-
phy was in 2024. They beat
top seeded Here for Beer in
the finals a year ago.

“We’ve set a high strand-
ed here,” Andre added. “A
number of these players have
been playing for me since
our first year in this league.
We also add a couple of new
players each year. The play-
ers get along with each oth-
er very well and we always
have a lot of fun.”

West Side Sports Shop,
who finished the 2026 reg-
ular season with a 7-4-0 re-
cord, defeated the fifth-seed-
ed Lusitano Women, 5-1, in
the quarterfinals. Just like
they did a year ago, they
beat top seeded Here for
Beer, 3-2, in the semifinals.
West Side Sports also won
the regular season match-up
Here for Beer.

“Here For Beer is a very
talented soccer team,” An-
dre said. “We played very
well against them the other
night.”

The West Side Sports

Shop captain is Rhiann
Please see WEST SIDE,
page 12

Turley photo by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Sydney Mercier sends a free kick away.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Anthony
Bourget was an assistant
boys’ soccer coach under
longtime varsity coach John
O’Keefe at Minnechaug Re-
gional High School before
stepping down at the end of
last season.

Bourget was also the head
coach of Villa FC, which cap-
tured the last two Pioneer Val-
ley Summer Soccer League
men’s championship titles.
Villa FC changed sponsors
before the start of the 2026
summer league season and
are now known as Mount Car-
mel FC.

Mason Perham is one
of the former Minnechaug
soccer players listed on the
Mount Carmel roster.

Perham scored a sec-
ond half goal, which helped
top-seeded Mount Carmel
FC win the championship
title once again with a crisp
2-0 win over second-seeded
Rumbleseat before a large
crowd at Lusitano Stadium in
Ludlow on Friday, July 31.

“We’ve won the last two
men’s championship titles
with Villa, and this is our first
one with Mount Carmel,”
Bourget said. “Winning the
championship game is some-
thing that we expect to do ev-
ery year. It was a hard fought
battle tonight. Rumbleseat
played very well against us.”

Mount Carmel FC, who
finished the PVSSL regular
season with a 10-1-0 record,

defeated fourth-seeded CF
Ardor, 2-0, in the semifinals.

Rumbleseat, who also lost
to Mount Carmel during the
regular season, entered the
playoffs with a 9-1-1 record.
They advanced into the men’s
finals for the first time in more
than ten years after knocking
off the third-seeded KO Elites
FC, 2-1, in the semifinals.

“This is the first time
that we’ve made the finals in
many years, and it was a fun
game tonight,” said Kyle Gir-
oud, who was an outstanding
three-sport athlete at Chicop-
ee Comp. “It’s always a great
time playing in this league
and I’'m looking forward to
playing again next year.”

Giroud is also a mem-
ber of the Skidmore College
men’s soccer team.

The men’s finals
scoreless at halftime.

Mount Carmel broke the
ice four minutes into the sec-
ond half.

The scoring play began
with a crossing pass from
Joao Miranda to Deandrae
Brown, who fired a shot from
the top of the box past Rum-
bleseat goalie Luke Theroux.

Miranda was selected
as the M.V.P. following the
match.

About ten minutes later,
Perham scored a goal, which
was assisted by Brown.

“It just felt awesome to
score a goal in the champi-
onship game,” Perham said.
“We took control of the game
at the start of the second half.
We had another great season.”

was

Mount Garmel captured the '

- PVSSL Men'’s title this year.

SEE MORE
PHOTOS ON
PAGE 12.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Deandrae Brown dribbles away from a defender.

Perham has been a mem-
ber of Villa/Mount Carmel for
the past four years.

“I'm very happy for Ma-
son,” Bourget said. “He
began playing with us the
year after he graduated from
Minnechaug. We also have a
couple of other Minnechaug
players on our team. We have
a bunch of talented players on

this team.”

The other former Min-
nechaug soccer players listed
on the Mount Carmel roster
are Kyle Atkin, Nick Cian-
flone, Chase Henderson, and
Cam Rigney.

The members of the
Mount Carmel FC are hoping
to make it a four-peat in the
summer of 2027.
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Blue Sox season
comes to end

HOLYOKE — The Valley
Blue Sox’s bats finally awoke
at home during Game 2 of the
2026 NECBL Playoftfs Open-
ing Round on Aug. 2. While
the Blue Sox ultimately lost
14-5 to the Sanford Main-
ers, head coach John Raiola
says his team has a lot to be
pleased with.

“[As a coach] you try
to provide the motivation
and the energy and the right
words, which are tough to
find sometimes, especial-
ly when things aren’t going
well,” said Raiola. “There are
brighter days ahead, and we
have an outstanding coaching
staff who brings that same
message, and that is some-
thing we are proud of.”

The journey to get to the
playoffs was grueling for
the Blue Sox, winning both
games of a home-and-away
series on the final day of the
regular season to secure their
spot in the postseason. The
team gave it everything they
had in the two weeks leading
up to the playoffs, but unfor-
tunately ran out of steam in
the end.

“They had to go out there
and show up every single day,
tired, and same lineup, grind-
ing their way through it,” said
Raiola. “Credit to the players,
credit to [team owner] Matt
[Drury], and the coaching
staff for keeping the train on
the tracks.”

Despite finally breaking
their duck and hitting the ball
out of Mackenzie Stadium
for the first time all summer,
Sunday’s loss eliminated Val-
ley from the playoffs.

Mackenzie Stadium is
one of the larger fields in the
league, with dimensions of
400 ft. to center, 330 ft. to

right, and 315 ft. to left, mak-
ing it one of the hardest parks
in the NECBL to hit a home
run in. Valley did not hit a
home run at the Mack until
Sunday’s loss.

Entering the postseason, it
seemed unlikely that statistic
would change, but Valley’s
Josh Toole (George Mason)
went yard with two outs and
two men on base in the bot-
tom of the second. Toole
swung at the first pitch he saw
from Drew Smith (UConn)
and sent the ball out of left
field, scoring the first Blue
Sox home run at Mackenzie
Stadium this summer, putting
his team up 3-0.

Fans were still riding the
high from Toole’s homer
when Nick Spaventa (UP-
enn) added the second Blue
Sox home run at the Mack an
inning later. Spaventa hit the
ball out into Valley’s bullpen
with Esteban Garcia (Boston
College) on third, extending
the lead to 5-0.

Though the Blue Sox did
not walk away with the win,
it was only fitting for the
team that clinched their play-
off spot on the last day of the
regular season to also score
their first home runs at the
Mack during their last game
of the summer.

“We talk so much about
the wins and the losses
throughout the year, but we
don’t do it for the wins; the
wins happen as a result of
them continuing to show up
and do the right things,” said
Raiola. “They will look back
on it, and they will realize
that through failure comes a
lot of success down the road,
and that part in itself is re-
warding.”

Jake Durham plays the ball off his toe.

Mount Carmel
takes Men’s ~
PVSSL title

Turley photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Shane Sewell
sends a pass away.

$12.50 Digital
s’ Photos

TURLEY FUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that
recaently ran in one of

our publications. Go to
newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request
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Chapin Jeannotte takes the ball up the sideline.

WEST SIDE from page 11

Ryan, who graduated from
Minnechaug a couple of years
ago.

“I love being a member of
this soccer team,” Ryan said.
“It feels nice to finally beat
Xtremes, especially after los-
ing to them twice during the
regular season.”

Six other players listed on
the Westside Sports Shop ros-
ter played soccer for legend-
ary head coach Nundi Gon-
calves at Minnechaug. They
are Emily Howard, Gabby
Rita, Lylah Jeannotte, Chap-
in Jeannotte, Gaby Williams,
and Claire Poindexter.

One of the West Side
Sports Shop starters in the
championship match was
Mallory Pereira, who grad-
uated from Ludlow High
School.

Julianna Beaulieu, who
graduated from Chicopee
Comp, was selected as the
M.V.P. of the women’s cham-
pionship game.

“I never expected to be
the M.V.P. of this game, but

I knew we could win another
championship title,” Beaulieu
said. “I've now won three
championships ~ with  this
team, which is very special.
It’s been a lot of fun playing
soccer for this team.”

Beaulieu, who played both
basketball and soccer at Utica
University, scored a pair of
goals in the finals.

She got things rolling
during the 16th minute of the
opening half by putting a shot
into the back of the net past
goalie Madison Harmon.

“Once the ball left my
foot, I knew it was going into
the net,” Beaulieu said. “It
set the tone for the rest of the
game.”

The Xtremes, who went
10-1-0 during the regular
season, had an opportuni-
ty to tie the score during the
27th minute. Gianna Sakow-
ski, who also graduated from
Minnechaug, fired a shot on
goal, which sailed high over
the crossbar.

Beaulieu scored her sec-
ond goal early in the second

half.

Sara Avery, who was
the West Side Sports Shop
starting goalie, didn’t have

to make very many saves in
recording the shutout. Avery
lives in Belchertown and she
graduated from the MacDuf-

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

West Side Sports Shop, featuring adult female players from throughout the region, took the PVSSL Women’s Championship.

fie School. She’ll be a senior
on the AIC women’s soccer
team this fall.

The members of the

West Side Sports Shop will
be looking to win another
PVSSL championship title
next summer.
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Silk takes open modified race

WINCHESTER, NH -
Ron Silk thought it was In-
dependence Day all over
again Aug. 1 at Monadnock
Speedway. The July 4 win-
ner of $7,600 for topping that
night’s Open Modified main
event, took home another
$10,000 Saturday by winning
the night’s 100-lap Dash For
Cash headline race.

The Nutmeg State star, a
two-time NASCAR Whelen
Modified series champion, is
no stranger to victory lane at
the high-banked oval. A sum-
mer ago, he won a Whelen
200-lapper at Monadnock,
while this summer he was
victorious in two of the three
Open Modified 100s at the
fast quarter-mile.

But Silk’s two Open Mod-
ified victories weren’t enough
to place him at the top for the
overall series championship.
That honor went to Benning-
ton, NH second-generation
star Matt Kimball, who cut
his racing teeth here on the
high banks in the oval’s youth
division Young Guns.

Kimball’s spot atop the
three-race points parade net-
ted him $5,000, which, when
added to his Saturday fourth-
place purse money and event
bonuses, sent him home with
close to $10,000, not quite as
much as Silk, but a still hefty
pay day.

In other action Saturday on
the high banks, Daniel Petro-
wicz scored his first career
victory in the Limited Late
Models, Jon Fultz made it two
on the year in the Mini Stocks,
and Jimmy Zellman won a

HOMETOWN S I)(
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262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am-6 pm, Sat. 9 am - 3 pm

thriller in the Pure Stocks.
Young Gun Dylan Stati won
his track-high eleventh 2026
feature race Saturday, while
New England Dwarf Car ace
Ryan Carman had to twice
take the lead en route to his
second win in six days, his
Saturday win following a
Sabbath Day score at Hudson.

A top-12 redraw put Silk
on the pole for the night’s
Country 93.5 FM Open Mod-
ified Dash For Cash 100-lap
main event. Blasting off at
the green, Silk led the first
two go-rounds before twice
trading the early lead with
Kyle Bonsignore en route to
holding the top spot for 83
laps as he dashed off to win
with ease. The big defining
moment in this one happened
on a lap 56 restart.

Repeating his July 4 strat-
egy, Silk led nine other cars
to the pits for fresh rubber,
handing the top spot to Brad
Zahensky. Back under green,
a wild mess unfolded as the
tight pack charged out of turn
two.

Kimball and Brian Robie
entered Saturday’s 100-lap-
per tied for the top spot atop
the three-race series. When
the dust had settled along
the backstretch on lap 55,
Bosignore and Robie were
amongst the casualties. Kim-
ball, then at mid-pack, started
counting, all the way up to
$5,000.

With Silk sailing off
into the night to win with
ease, steady Joey Cipriano
came home second. Antho-
ny Nocella, with Kimball at

CLEANERS, INC,

One Monarch Place
Ste. 200, Springfield

his bumper, took home the
bronze metal hardware. Za-
hensky’s choice to stay on
the track under caution netted
him seventh, while Robie’s
promising start fizzled to a
14th place finish.

Daniel Petrowicz started
up front in the nightcap Twin
State Truck Services Limited
Late Model main event and
never looked back as he sped
off to his first career win in
front of the night’s huge Dash
For Cash speedway crowd.

Robert Hagar had the fast-
est car in the field, closing a
third-lap deficit to finish four
lengths behind Petrowicz for
his second runner-up show-
ing of the weekend. Top
points man JD Stockwell, a
seven-time 2026 winner, had
a rare quiet night, getting up
for third, just ahead of Hillary
Renaud.

Popular Pat Houle led the
first dozen laps of the Keene
Towing and Recovery Mini
Stock feature, then giving
way to rocketman Jon Fultz.
Once in front, the Bay State
ace was unstoppable, winning
with ease ahead of number
two point man Craig Chaffee.

Houle held strong to finish
a season best third, with for-
mer track champ Louie Ma-
har fourth, and Tim Paquette
fiftth. Paquette’s top-five run
kept him atop the 2026 points
parade.

Maya Bell was the early
leader in the Brattleboro Tow-
ing and Recovery Pure Stock
25-lapper, then giving way to

Please see RACE, page 15

This week in recreation

S our summer
camp and pro-
grams draw to a

close, we would like to
extend a sincere thank
you to all of our dedicat-
ed summer staff. From our
Spec Day Camp counsel-
ors, lifeguards, admissions
and concession staff, park
staff, and summer basket-
ball scorekeepers to the
instructors and staff from
our contracted programs,
each of you has played an
important role in making
this summer a success. It
has been another excep-
tional season, and we truly
appreciate the hard work,
enthusiasm, and dedi-
cation that our staff has
shown to the children and
families of Wilbraham and
the surrounding communi-
ties. Thank you for help-
ing create a fun, safe, and
memorable summer for ev-
eryone who participated in
our programs.

While summer may be
coming to an end, there is
still plenty to look forward
to! Registration remains
open for several programs,
including Falcon Volley-
ball, Fall Tennis, Cross
Country, Competitive
Baseball, and the Stars of
Tomorrow Dance Program.
Registration for Soccer
and Field Hockey has now
closed, and practices will
begin the week of August
24. We look forward to

Fan?ly avned
and Operated
Since 1935

Mon.-Wed.-Fri.
413-736-5476 « parkcleaners413.com « 413-279-3222

stains out
like it never
happened e
'l /_/ / \

p -

Ask about special pricing for first responders
3 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

464 Main Street, Wilbraham
Mon. - Fri. 8am - 5pm, Sat. 9am - 1pm

Pa

rks &
Recreahon

Alex Soares
Administrative Clerk

seeing everyone back on
the fields and courts this
fall. We are also preparing
for our winter program-
ming season. Registration
for our Suburban Basket-
ball program (Grades 5-8)
opens on August 25, Sub-
urban tryouts will begin in
late September, and we are
excited to welcome another

season of players.

TeamReach.

enjoy the outdoors, be sure
to check out the Wilbra-
ham Hiking Club. Weekly
hikes are offered both in
town and throughout the
surrounding area, with reg-
istration available through

We hope everyone en-
joys the remainder of their
summer, and we look for-

ward to seeing you this fall!

Adults can stay ac-

tive this fall as well! We
are offering a variety of

NOTE: Please remem-
ber to visit WilrbahamRec.

pickleball — opportunities, com often to find out more
including lessons for both information on all of our
beginner and advanced programs and to regis-
players, along with open ter: You can also like our
play hours. Registration Facebook page, Wilbra-

for the first session of les-
sons opens on August 11,
with programs beginning
on September 13. If you

ham Parks and Recreation
Department, as we update
regularly with pictures and
important announcements.

7T LIG H i svenssss

WWW.ALEGRIADANCE.COM

Dok & Fivras)

EST 2012

WHERE DANCE

CONNECTS US ... AND
LIFELONG FRIENDS

ARE MADE!

658 CENTER STREET
LUDLOW, MA 01056
) 413-583-2321

<

POST

Computer Systems

Repairs ® Upgrades

New & Used Equipment e Trade-ins
Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and
everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 ® www.pocosys.com

-

Affordaple Waste Solutions

Your Hometown Provider for
Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

413-244-1943

A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

Come
Check Us
Outr

461 Main Street, WILBRAHAM

THE

GUILTY GRAPE

AT MAIN ST MARKET

(across from Village Store Cafe)

~

v

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners

SHOBRIEOCAIE

LS) W . . Contact Jordan to

Advertise Here!
413-283-8293
jconrad@turley.com

Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR
GREAT SERVICE

; CLEANERS, INC,

Ask about - 15% OFF
special pricing <2y ~ DRY CLEANING
for first i when you
responders : pre-pay!

262 Allen St., Springfield One Monarch Place
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm Ste. 200, Spr[ngﬁeld
Sun. 9am-2pm Mon. « Wed. « Fri.

413-736-5476 « parkcleaners413.com

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm
Sun. closed

7 Flowers ¢ Gifts

Collectibles ¢ Gourmet
Ted Metayer, Jr./Ted Metayer Il
Owners/Designers

64 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 547-6164 » (888) 248-1901

theodoremetayer@yahoo.com
www.heavenlyinspirationsflowers.com
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

BUSINESS FOR SALE

BIOLINKS OF
NEW ENGLAND

Grease trap pumping business.
Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178.

TAG SALE

31 MILL ROAD, HAMPDEN
Aug. 15 & 16, 9am.-5pm
Rain date: Aug. 22 & 23, 9am-5pm
Christmas Village & decor,
household items, toys and more.

WANTED!
CASH for:
* Machinist tools, power tools
& Snap on.
* Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.
Much, much more!
Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches,
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising,
radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item
or entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2xx*x*xxx%p & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

Games, coins, sterling, Gl e,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

_—
<

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.
Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301
or visit my website at
dannyselectricllc.com
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured.
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates.
Lic. #14960A.
413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount.

A veteran owned company. Call John at
(413)206-6509. MA License #8101A1.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAWN & GARDEN

HEADS UP LAWN

SPRINKLERS LLC.
Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads,
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices.

Call 413-279-4122 to set up
an appointment.

Post your
I job openings
-7 l in our
P classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing » Drywall »
Painting ¢ & more!

(413) 687'5552/

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212,

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

Visit us at

WWW.

turiey

.CO0Mm

Amount of charge:

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393
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Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X perweek rate = $
Credit Card: [ MasterCard QVISA Q Discover Qa Cash Q Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Ccvwv

Date:

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

HUBBARDSTON

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

NEW BRANTREE
WiEST NORTH
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFELD

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

August 13, 2026

Call us at 413.283.8393

HELP WANTED:
General maintenance.
Good pay.

Call 413-297-1513, Les.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

YOUR

ZAD
HERE

Email us at:
classifieds@turley.com

Call:
413-283-8393
Visit:
newspapers.turley.com/
classifieds

Buying?
Selling?

Classifieds
Get Results!

Subscribe Today!
(d
Turley

Publications, Inc

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD26P1636EA
Estate of:
Suzanne Elmasian
Date of Death: June 11, 2026
INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the
above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Chelsea Pap-
pelardo of Ludlow, MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate.

Chelsea Pappelardo of Lud-
low, MA has been informally
appointed as the Personal Rep-
resentative of the estate to serve
without surety on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in
any matter relating to the estate,
including distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

08/13/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P1673EA
Estate of:

Paul H Kittridge, Jr.
Date of Death: 12/01/2013
CITATION ON PETITION

FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Late and Lim-
ited Formal Testacy and/or
Appointment has been filed by
Gordon D. Kittridge of EAST
CORINTH, VT requesting that
the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other re-

lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Gordon D. Kittridge of EAST
CORINTH, VT be appointed
as Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 08/31/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affida-
vit of objections within thirty
(30) days of the return day, ac-
tion may be taken without fur-
ther notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: August03,2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
8/13/2026

FY27 MULTI-TOWN
INVITATION TO BID
ROCK SALT
FOR SNOW & ICE
CONTROL

Sealed bids for Sodium Chlo-
ride (Rock Salt), for the purpose
of snow and ice control, will be
received by the Director of Fa-
cilities & Operations Depart-
ment of the Hampden-Wilbra-
ham Regional School District at
the office of the Superintendent
of Schools, 621 Main Street,
Wilbraham, MA 01095, until
Thursday, September 10, 2026
at 10:00 AM, at which time they

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

PUBLIC NOTICES B

will be opened and read aloud.
Bids received after the above
stated time and date will be re-
jected. Towns included in this
Multi-Town Bid are as follows:
Agawam, Brimfield, East Long-
meadow, Hampden, Holland,
Ludlow, Monson, Palmer, Wales,
Ware, Warren, Wilbraham, and
the Hampden-Wilbraham Re-
gional School District.

Bid specifications and other
bid related information is avail-
able Monday through Friday,
8:00 A.M. to 3:00 PM., exclud-
ing holidays, at the office of the
Superintendent of Schools, 621
Main Street, Wilbraham, MA
01095, located at Minnechaug
Regional High School, and on
the HWRSD website, www.
hwrsd.org, beginning Thursday,
August 13, 2026. No Specs will
be Faxed. Envelope to be marked:

“MULTI-TOWN BID:
ROCK SALT FOR SNOW &

ICE CONTROL - FY27”

The Director may reject any
and all bids or waive defects in
same in the best interest of the
towns.

This procurement shall be
conducted in accordance with the
provisions of the Uniform Pro-
curement Act, M.G.L. Chapter
30B, Section 5, and those provi-
sions are hereby Incorporated by
reference into this Invitation for
Bid.

David Rogers

Director of Facilities

& Operations
Hampden-Wilbraham Regional
School District

08/13/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P1681EA
Estate of:
MaryAnne Stout
Date of Death: 02/07/2026
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will and Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Sean B. Stout of
Wilbraham, MA requesting that
the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Sean B. Stout of Wilbraham,
MA be appointed as Personal

Benches

Statues
Plot Maintenance
On-Site Lettering “* Restorations

201 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.

Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family
Custom Design Work

Cleaning ** Markers

Cemetery Signage

Monuments
Bronze Plaques

413-589-7564

Vases
Granite Signs

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’

4
COMING
SOON

public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

ADVERTISING DEADLINE:
AUGUST 20, 2026

PUBLICATION DATE:
SEPTEMBER 2026

Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 09/02/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affida-
vit of objections within thirty
(30) days of the return day, ac-
tion may be taken without fur-
ther notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine
T. Stoudemire, First Justice of
this Court.

Date: August 05, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
08/13/2026
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Hampden Garden Club
event in August

HAMPDEN - On Thurs-
day, Aug. 20 at 7 p.m., the
Hampden Garden Club will
be hosting Chris Ferrero, a
writer and consultant, who
will be presenting her pro-
gram “All About Hydran-
geas”.

Chris trained as a Cor-
nell Master Gardener in
New York. For ten years,
she led demonstration
garden teams, plant prop-
agation workshops, alter-
native-to-invasives ~ work
groups, and children’s pro-

grams. The program will be
at our NEW meeting loca-
tion at the Town Hall (for-
merly Thornton W. Burgess
Middle School), 85 Wilbra-
ham Rd, Hampden, Room
AT.

Guests are asked to use
the Library Entrance. There
is a $5 fee for non-members
of the garden club. New
members are welcome!
Membership fee for the year
is $15 and includes admis-
sion to all programs.

MSB from page 10

success through our schol-
arship program. At Monson
Savings Bank, we believe
investing in local students
is one of the most meaning-
ful ways we can strengthen
our communities, and we
look forward to seeing the
positive impact these young
leaders will make in the
years ahead.”

The Monson Savings
Bank Scholarship Program
is one of the many ways the

Bank fulfills its mission of
helping local communities
thrive. By supporting higher
education and recognizing
student achievement, the
Bank continues to invest in
the next generation of lead-
ers throughout the region.
To learn more about
Monson Savings Bank’s
commitment to the commu-
nities it serves, please visit:
https://www.monson-
savings.bank/connect/
our-community/our-com-
munity-commitment.html.

RACE from page 13

Dylan Zullo, who, in turn,
surrendered the top spot to
four-time winner Michael
Yeaton, zooming off in
quest of win number five.
But this one wasn’t over yet.

A lap- 24 restart sat
Yeaton and Jimmy Zellman
side-by-side as the event’s
defining moment unfolded.
The top two banged and
clanged out of turn four
at the drop of the green,
sending Yeaton to the pits
and Zellman to the lead.
The Bay State blaster held
strong to edge top points
man rookie Josh Brigham
for the win. Kyle Begos,
from way back in row nine,

charged up for third, with
Markus O’Neil and Zullo
completing the top five.
Ryan Carman led twice
in the New England Dwarf
Car feature, taking the top
spot the second time with
a lap-21 pass of Tom Har-
wood as they blasted out
of turn two. Harwood held
strong for second, and Cody
Hodgdon was solid in third.
Dylan  Stati  contin-
ued his dominance of the
Doug’s Auto Body Young
Guns Saturday, romping
to his eleventh win of the
summer. Maeve Barry was
second, and Mason Bezio
earned the third-place tro-

phy.

ob Connection

If you have job postings to fill,
get them the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions
you have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section _JO%_E&EL

will run in your community newspapers. | HELP wantep,

5.25" x 4"

$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

5.25" x 8"

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

10.75" x 8”

$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper

10.75" x 15.75"

WARE
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$1,200 for three papers

$320 for each additional paper

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE (413) 283-8393

Distributed in ALL
12 Turley Community
Newspapers!

YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL
Autumn Activities, Day Trips & Family Fun!

Toun oF nan
YOUTH GENTER 13 pEtuaypr

R THE QuAB
QUABOAG CoNNEGTOR

Buy two weeks,
get the third week FREE

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities
Agawam Advertiser News « Barre Gazette « Chicopee Register « Country Journal

The Journal Register « Quaboag Current « The Register « Sentinel

The Holyoke Sun « Town Reminder « Ware River News « The Wilbraham-Hampden Times
www.turley.com
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THE
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” Your Private Sanctuar
s Start and end your day in a space designed for serenity and superior
functionality at every stage of your life. We transform dated bathrooms into
luxury spa retreats that evolve with your lifestyle. Using premium materials like
Corian® and Wilsonart®, we create seamless, easy-to-clean surfaces that stand

the test of time. From smart storage solutions to accessible walk-in designs,
experience the perfect blend of elegance, safety, and long-term durability.

LOCAL.

FAMILY-OWNED.
IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.

OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES
(
<

%Md" HOMETOWN GOGREEN

HOME PERFORMANCE
= EXTERIORS -

FOAM - FIBERGLASS * CELLULOSE

OF WESTERN MASS

413-485-7335 413-417-8787 413-417-8800 866-463-6261

BELCHERTOWN = WESTFIELD = ADAMS




