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Proceeds support 
the program and 
Hampden Police 
Department

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

HAMPDEN - From Aug. 
5-7, the Transition Program 
held its 4th Annual Fundraiser 
Car Wash at Thornton W. Bur-
gess Middle School. 

The Transition Program con-
sists of young adults ages 18-22 
with unique individual abilities 
who are provided learning op-
portunities and support by the 
school district. It helps shape 
their lives, understand their ca-
pabilities and take on an active 
role in preparing for the roles of 
adulthood. 

Every day, students in the 
program participated in many 
roles, including washing the 
cars and collecting money from 
customers. 

Anthony Zaremba, the tran-
sition teacher who runs the pro-
gram, spoke about the event as 
well as the importance of the 
students’ participation in the 
community. 

“I like this event because it 
gives the young adults a chance 
to interact with the community. 
Because ultimately, being that 
they are all high school grad-
uates, that’s the main goal is 
getting them involved with the 
community. It also educates the 
public, lets them know that we 

are here,” Zaremba said. “Over 
the last four years, my main 
goal is to get the students to do 
more in the community, wheth-
er it is volunteering, whether it’s 
internships and by doing this it 
lets the community know who 
we are and that we’re here.” 

Along with Zaremba, the 
summer ELT teacher at the 
Transition Program, Meaghan 
Farrell, also worked at the car 
wash with her students. She 

Board of 
Selectmen 
continues 
possible 
lawsuit 
appeal 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Board of 
Selectmen continued on Aug. 1 
a decision on whether or not to 
appeal the Garvey v. Hampden 
Lawsuit (Self-Storage) ruling.

The deadline to file an appeal 
is Aug. 8, with the Selectmen 
planning to meet on Aug. 7 at 2 
p.m. in the Town House Audito-
rium to decide if they will appeal 
after the Land Court judge ruled 
in favor of the plaintiffs.

According to court docu-
ments, the plaintiffs are Daniel 
P. Garvey, Hampden Self Stor-
age, LLC, Michael Cimino and 
Hampden Farms LLC.

Chair Don Davenport ex-
plained after the ruling, the case 
was remanded back to the Plan-
ning Board to hold “a lawful-
ly-noticed public proceeding.”

“After, the board shall expe-
ditiously issue a special permit 
requested by the plaintiff after 
considering whether the imposi-
tion of reasonable conditions is 
warranted, including the 21 con-
ditions approved in the decision 
under review,” Davenport said.

Davenport said the Select-
men met with their attorney in 
executive session on July 29, 
who advised how “an appeal 
would be difficult and less than a 
50% chance of winning it,” with 
the plaintiff’s attorney telling 
their attorney they will seek at-

Transition Program gives back 
during fundraiser car wash

The Second Baptist 
Church Bell was 
rescued by Jesse Rice

By Charles F. Bennett
Times Editor Emeritus

Part I
For those of us of a certain 

age some readers may remember 
William “Mike” Kober, retired 
Minnechaug athletic director, a 
well-known history buff, mem-
ber of the Wilbraham Athenae-
um Society and a regular along 
with his wife Ann, at their his-
tory lectures and Saturday open 
houses.

I ran into Mike at the Athene-
um Society’s popular Ice Cream 

Social July 13 at the 
Old Meeting House 
Museum on Main 
Street.

I told Mike that 
I was finally getting 
a chance to review 
a book he gave me 
a while ago written 
and illustrated by Eric 
Sloane, of Warren, 
Connecticut called 
“The Sound of Bells”.

The book, first published in 
1966, contains everything you 
always wanted to know about 
bells and their relationship to 
towns of historic New England. 
It came along at the right time, 
just after we celebrated The 
Fourth of July. During a holiday 
when Americans always histor-

ically rang bells pro-
claiming and celebrat-
ing our independence. 
The Great American 

Day
Sloan, a Yale grad-

uate who had stud-
ied at the New York 
School of Fine and 
Applied Art wrote in 
his Author’s Note that 
he if it weren’t for In-

dependence Day he wouldn’t 
have written the book. He re-
membered how common bell 
ringing was in early America at 
the Fourth of July. “The thought 
of church bells and farm bells 
and school bells and fire bells all 
clanging through the countryside 
seems best to catch the spirit of 
that first great American Day,” 

wrote Sloan.
A few years before he pub-

lished the book in 1966, Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy proposed 
to the U. S. Congress, and state 
proclamations were made, urg-
ing that Independence Day be 
celebrated with bells rung “this 
year and on every year follow-
ing.”

Bells were an important 
lifestyle in early New England 
evoking iconic images of church 
bells, locomotive bells, school 
bells, cow bells, farmers dinner 
bells and fire alarm bells.

I found it fascinating that life 
used to be  documented to the 
tune of bells.

Sloan wrote that a farmer 
rang a bell at the end of the day 
to signal dinner. When the cows 
heard the bell they took it as a 

HISTORICAL WILBRAHAM

For whom does the bells toll?

Jesse Rice, with the help of R & 
S Towing, saved and preserved 
the bell now at the Old Meeting 
House Museum. (Times file photo)

Charlie Bennett

Turley photos by Noelle Hisgen
From the left, Aiden Daniels, Ryan Hollimon, Shryka Sanchez, Olivia Ryan and Lainey Donovan collect and exchange money and got a visit 
from Hampden Police Ofc.William Jacques and Hampden Police Chief Scott Trombly on Aug. 5.

Please see TRANSITION, page 4Please see HAMPDEN, page 14

Please see HISTORICAL, page 8
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35 Post Office Park, Wilbraham  596-0121 • REGISTER ONLINE! www.thedancestudio.co

Classes Start
Sept. 9th!Classes for Toddler

through Adult

Classical Ballet,
Jazz, Tap, 

Musical Theater Dance, 
Modern/Contemporary, 

Pre-dance, 
Ballet Fairy Tales, 

Combo Classes, 
Street Hip-Hop, 

Break Dance and Funk, 
Competition & 

Performance Team
Toddler Class

Celebrating Our 25th Season of Dance! The     StudioDance

REGISTER NOW FOR FALL CLASSES!
OPEN HOUSE Tuesday, September 3rd 5-7pm

In person registration every Tuesday 5-7pm
Family and Multi-class Discount
1 hour classes, 90 minute recitals

Professional Adult College Educated Instructors

Adult Fitness & 
Dance Classes 

as low as 
$5 per class 
when you 

pre-register 
monthly 

or 
$10 for drop-insSPECIALIZING

IN EARLY
CHILDHOOD DANCE

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Board of Selectmen 
and the Planning Board appointed John 
Matthews to the Planning Board in a joint 
meeting on July 29.

The decision comes after two candi-
dates were presented to fill a vacancy on 
the board: Matthews and Alan Marshall.

Town Administrator Brian Domina 
explained after the vacancy was posted, 
several candidates expressed interest in 
the position, with two of them appearing 
that evening.

“That person--the applicant or the can-
didate who has the most votes--will fill 
the rest of the term and the position will 
be on the ballot next May at the annual 
election,” Domina said.

The chosen candidate would fill out 
the remaining term of Planning Board 
member Heather Beattie, who resigned 
from the board on June 11.

Marshall, a resident of Hampden for 
30 years, worked for the postal service for 
22 years and later got his law degree, be-
coming an attorney in 2005 and working 
for Anthony Scibelli and then SM Reilly 
Associates.

Marshall became familiar with land 
use after being tasked with providing le-
gal services to the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals and Planning Board in Wilbraham.

“So, I attended quite a few meetings 
with them, had done some executive ses-
sions with them, a couple of permits,” 
Marshall said. “Actually, the last case 

that I worked with them was a solar field 
case up on South Monson Road, which, 
actually, ended up having the special per-
mit denied by the Planning Board. It was 
appealed to land court, so I represented 
the Town of Wilbraham and the Planning 
Board in land court at trial.”

After that case, Marshall retired from 
practicing law and later returned to the 
field, working 20 hours a week in the last 
year and a half.

Matthews, meanwhile, previously 
served on the Planning Board and has 
been a resident since 1966, with other 
committees he’s serving on including the 
Senior Center Building Committee, the 
Stormwater Committee and the Advisory 
Committee.

In his prior work on the Planning 
Board, Matthews helped frame the solar 
bylaw the town now has in its Zoning By-
laws.

“So, I’ve been active. I do have a fair 
amount of credentials with my planning 
experience,” Matthews said. “I enjoy it. 
I’d like to see some changes made.”

Planning Board Chair Madison Pixley 
explained to the candidates how the board 
has had “a couple of vacancies over the 
last few years” and asked this.

“What makes you interested in joining 
now after we’ve been looking for people 
for the last two, three years?” Pixley said.

Marshall replied it was the first time 
he heard about a vacancy and he saw the 
posting online.

“Because I’ve been retired the past 
couple of years, I’ve been looking for 
other opportunities. As I had said, I am 

involved with a couple of nonprofit activi-
ties, but I felt that it was time to give back 
to the town,” Marshall said.

Matthews said his focus was around 
the Master Plan for the town and how that 
would “dovetail into the Zoning Bylaws” 
and wanted the board to do revisions to 
the solar bylaws due to the battery stor-
age.

Another item, he added, concerns 
revising other existing town bylaws to 
“clean them up a little bit.”

“From my viewing of the Planning 
Board, we seem to be getting mired down 
with--I’m going to say--some kind of 
mundane things. And I’m saying mun-
dane meaning the substandard frontage 
lots, the common driveway type of thing,” 
Matthews said. “What I would do is I 
would look to refine some of those by-
laws and try to move them to the ZBA. 
They would become the special permit 
granting authority for those in particular. 
Trying to remove some of the load from 
the Planning Board, in, turn, returning to 
the Planning Board to more of a writing 
bylaw, moving forward in forming how 
the town is going to be.”

Marshall and Matthews confirmed 
they would be available to attend meet-
ings and dedicate time to the position.

Selectman John Flynn circled back to 
the Master Plan for his question.

Marshall said this.
“Unquestionably, the Planning Board 

is going to have to work with other boards 
in the town and other agencies, but my 
plan was to go into this without, really, 

an agenda. To look at the duties of the 
Planning Board,” Marshall said. “I don’t 
have any political motivation for doing 
anything, I don’t have any faction, I don’t 
go in with any rigid idea of how the town 
is going to go. I think as items are brought 
before the Planning Board--because in the 
bylaws it does lay out special permit prac-
tices by the criteria, by statute and by the 
bylaws of the town--to look at each case 
on an individual basis and decide, again, 
based on health, safety, the best interest 
of the town. I think that’s the purpose of 
the job.”

Matthews said this.
“As I look at it, our present Master 

Plan--1983 timeframe--a lot of it never 
got implemented for, you know, reasons. 
(There) would have been costs, some peo-
ple might not have felt it was important. I 
think one of the things with this Master 
Plan, it gives you kind of a direction in 
the way the town will be or should be or 
need to go to,” Matthews said. “The Mas-
ter Plan gives you kind of a road map in 
which way you want your town to be de-
veloped. So with that, and like I say, how 
that would dovetail into the zoning reg-
ulations and some things of that nature.”

Before the vote, Flynn thanked both 
candidates for stepping up to be consid-
ered for the role.

“We are well served by having two 
good candidates in front of us,” Flynn 
said.

Matthews was appointed to the Plan-
ning Board 4-3.

Matthews appointed to Planning Board in joint 
Selectmen, Planning Board meeting

WILBRAHAM – From the 
office of the Board of Registrars 
of Voters:

Notice is hereby given that 
the Board of Registrars of Voters 
is in session.

Dates Monday - Friday
Times 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Places Town Clerk’s Office

Saturday August 24, 2024	
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.	 Town Clerk’s 
Office

*(Last Day to Register and 
change party enrollment for 
State Primary)

for the purpose of registering 
voters for the State Primary to be 
held on Tuesday, September 3, 

2024 and to make any necessary 
corrections in the list of voters.

QUALIFICATIONS:  An ap-
plicant for registration must be at 
least 18 years of age by the date 
of the election, a citizen of the 
United States and a resident of 
this city or town.

A registered voter who 

chooses to adopt a new name 
by decree of court or as a result 
of marriage shall continue to be 
registered in his/her former name 
until June first of the following 
year at which time the voter 
shall be registered in his/her new 
name; provided, however, that 
if such voter appears in person 

prior to the close of 
registration for any 
preliminary, pri-
mary, or election to 
notify the registrars 
of such adoption of 
a new name, the reg-
istrars shall correct 
the current annual 
register so that such 
voter shall be regis-
tered in his/her new 
name. (G.L. Chapter 
51, sec 2 as amend-

ed)
If a qualified voter whose 

name was on the voter’s list last 
year finds after close of registra-
tion that his/her name has been 
omitted from the current list by 
mistake or that there is a clerical 
error in the listing, he may apply 
to correct the omission or error.

If the application is made on 
Election Day, he/she may have a 
certificate to vote. Call the Board 
of Registrars’ Office, 413-596-
2800, ext. 200, for information:

•	 If you are unable be-
cause of physical disability to 
appear in person to

register, or
•	 If you wish to verify 

your voting status.
Board of Registrars }

Wilbraham Notice to Voters: Registration

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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           ALWAYS FRESH AT 

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

THE BEST FRESH 
LOCALLY GROWN

PACK A PICNIC from RANDALL’S

$9.99$9.99

  Elsie’s Creamery 
The Best Homemade Ice Cream

LIMITED EDITION SPECIAL FLAVOR

Chuck’s Madagascar Chuck’s Madagascar 
Vanilla BeanVanilla Bean

Locally Grown
From Nearby Farms

Blueberries, Cantaloupes, 
Green Peppers, Eggplant,

Yellow & Green Beans, 
Cucumbers & MORE!

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL FARMERS!
Local Field Grown 
TOMATOES!

                     Red, Ripe, Delicious
Plum Tomatoes, Cherry & Grape Tomatoes Too!

BUTTER & SUGAR BUTTER & SUGAR 
SWEET CORNSWEET CORN

Sweet White Corn Too!

Locally Grown

August 13th 
PROSECCO DAY!PROSECCO DAY!

Our Beer & Wine Dept Has A 
Great Selection Of Proseccos!

             Perennial Of The Week
SEDUMSEDUM

               Neon and Autumn Fire Varieties
Drought Tolerant, Easy To Grow, Pollinator Friendly

HARDY HIBISCUS HARDY HIBISCUS 
Luna Series 

   12” Pots   $24.99$24.99
HUGE BLOOMS, 

Compact Plant 24”- 36” Tall
Red, White & Pink

BIG POT SAVINGSBIG POT SAVINGS
CERAMIC POTTERY 

14 Inch Diameter or Larger

20% OFF All Month Long20% OFF All Month Long
Glazed, Textured, 

Colors To Match Your Décor

TAX FREE WEEKEND TAX FREE WEEKEND 
August 10 & 11

PERFECT TIME TO BUY
Trees, Shrubs, Perennials, 
Pottery and Garden Décor!

One 
Gallon 
Pots

Gourmet Sandwiches & Summer Salads
FRESH BAKED COOKIES, PIES & MUFFINS

Randall’s Blueberry Sour Cream Pies

 

www.richardgreeninsurance.com 
Fax: 413-267-3496

Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

• AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE

32 Somers Rd., Hampden • 566-0028128 Main St., Monson • 267-3495

Two Locations:

Please visit our website for an auto,
homeowners, or life insurance quotes

• Great Locations • Registry service
• Quotes gladly given • We make housecalls

Proceeds support 
Hampden Senior Center 
Building Expansion 
Fund

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - Residents can shop 
for bargains and other unique finds 
during the senior center’s “Pop-Up 
Boutique...and a Lot More” through-
out August.

The pop-up officially kicked off 
on Aug. 5 and runs Monday, Tues-
day, Wednesday and Friday from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. and Thursday from 9 
a.m. to Noon.

The pop-up is sponsored by the 
Friends of Hampden Senior Citizens.

After the month-long pop-up, a 
Friends of Hampden Senior Citizens 
Tag Sale will take place on Sept. 7 
from 9 a.m. to Noon.

Diane Marino, the senior center’s 
activities coordinator, was helping 
volunteers get ready for the pop-
up by organizing donations as they 
came in, with items including glass-
ware, jewelry, household items, co-
zies and jar openers, Christmas dec-
orations and more.

Marino said there would be vol-
unteers helping in two-hour intervals 
throughout the pop-up to help people 
with their purchases, with everything 
to be set up in the senior’s center 
great room.

“There is a menagerie of collect-
ibles. Anyone who is interested in 
going to tag sales, estate sales...will 
be happy and delighted when they 
come in because we do have some-
thing for everyone,” Marino said. 
“It’s just treasures galore and the 
tables will be just filled with every-
thing, all collectibles and all interest-
ing items.”

Marino explained the donation 
drop-offs began on July 1 and came 
in throughout the month, expressing 
gratitude to everyone who dropped 
off items for the pop-up.

“We had wonderful donations, 
very generous of people to come here 
and bring the nice items that they 
brought to help us,” Marino said. 
“We didn’t expect to get this many 

d o n a -
t i o n s , 
s o 
w e ’ r e 
v e r y 
h a p py 
a b o u t 
it and, 

as I said, everything is so different, 
so it’s a wonderful collection of all 

different things put together to sell.”
She also thanked the Friends for 

‘Pop-Up Boutique...and a Lot More’ taking 
place throughout August

Claudia Kapinos, a regular volunteer at the Hampden Senior Center, 
shows off a glass basket donation that will be for sale during the ‘Pop-Up 
Boutique...and a Lot More’ at the Hampden Senior Center.

Jocelyn Zanetti, a volunteer, holds up a Christmas village house that was 
donated for the ‘Pop-Up Boutique...and a Lot More’ at the Hampden Senior 
Center. Zanetti was among the volunteers helping go through donations.

A set of Christmas decorations are 
some of the many hidden treasures 
residents can partake in during the 
‘Pop-Up Boutique...and a Lot More’ 
at the Hampden Senior Center.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Donations of jewelry to be sorted 
and hanging from a jewelry tree.

Please see POP-UP, page 7
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Hours:
Mon., Tues., Wed. 8-5

Thurs. 12-8

70 Post Office Park
Suite 7006

Wilbraham, MA 01095

www.wilbrahamdentalassociates.com

413-279-2016

• Cosmetic & esthetic dentistry, whitening, 
veneers, crowns & bridges

• Implant Services

• Digital X-Rays & Photographs

• Evening appointments available

• Most insurance plans accepted

• CareCredit - A convenient 
 monthly payment plan

Our friendly team 
is proud to provide the 

highest quality of dental care 
utilizing the best 

new technology available. 
Dr. Christopher J. Root, DMD MAGD 
Dr. Mary Chalino, DMD

worked with the high school students, however, the high 
school program collaborates frequently with the transi-
tion program. 

“This day is great. It gives all the students in both 
programs opportunities to interact with community 
members both familiar to them and not and just expand-
ing their knowledge and car washing is a good skill. The 
different interactions with washing cars and money ex-
change, it helps different life skills which they might get 
inspired to be like: oh this might be some job that I would 
want in the future,” Farrell said. 

On Aug. 5, the Transition Program got a visit from 
two officers from the police department, Chief Scott 
Trombly and Green Meadows School Resource Officer 
William Jacques. 

“It’s nice for our students who have to be here during 
the summer on a hot day they can come out from be-
ing inside of the school and doing a regular program and 
come out and have fun, and being in summer attire, be-
ing able to spray each other, maybe getting each other a 
little wet, it pulls them out of their normal, regular day 
setting,” Trombly said.

“At the same time, it is a working environment so 
they’re raising money, they’re doing structured work, so 
it’s a good opportunity to teach some working skills,” 
Jacques said. 

Two of the students working at the car wash, sisters 
Cailin and Mackenzie McEwan, excitedly spoke about 
their enjoyment of being a part of the wash. 

“We are having fun!” they exclaimed. 
“We have been doing it for the last two years. So, we 

do like helping people and washing the cars,” Mackenzie 
McEwan added.

The car wash was a very special moment for all the 
students and it helped to bring the community together, 
as well as help the students learn about various life skills 
and potential job opportunities through volunteering at 
the car wash. 

The money raised from the car wash went to the Tran-
sition Program as well as the Hampden Police Depart-
ment’s annual Public Safety Night Out, which will be on 
Oct. 11 from 4 to 7 p.m. at Thornton Burgess.

Notice from the 
Water Department 
Metallic-Tasting Algae in Reservoir

WILBRAHAM - Starting in mid-July, an algae 
bloom occurred in the Quabbin reservoir. While the 
presence of low levels of algae (naturally occurring 
microscopic plants) is a sign of a healthy reservoir, this 
particular bloom consists of Chrysosphaerella algae, 
which leaves a metallic taste to tap water. While this 
algae bloom presents a nuisance taste and odor condi-
tion, the water remains safe to drink. In the meantime, 
chilling water in the refrigerator and/or adding lemon 
is the easiest way to improve the taste.

The bloom is being monitored by Department of 
Conservation and Recreation (DCR) and MWRA 
three days per week. Staff are collecting samples in the 
reservoir, performing microscopic analyses, and iden-
tifying and counting the algae concentrations. MWRA 
is also communicating with each of the Chicopee Val-
ley Aqueduct communities several times per week. In 
addition, water quality is monitored continuously with 
on-line analyzers immediately before and after treat-
ment at the Brutsch Water Treatment Facility, as well 
as further downstream. 

This Chrysosphaerella bloom occurred starting 
around July 17th. Chrysosphaerella is a golden brown 
algae of the Chrysophyte family. For more information 
about Quabbin Reservoir and water quality is available 
at MWRA.com.

WILBRAHAM - Vote-by-mail 
ballots and absentee ballots are now 
available for the upcoming 

State Primary scheduled for 
Tuesday, September 3, 2024. A re-
quest in writing is 

required for obtaining an early or 
absentee ballot. An application to re-

quest a ballot can 
be found on the Wilbraham Town 

Website and Secretary of State’s 
website. Please call 

596-2800, ext. 200 if you have 
any questions.

For the Vote by Mail Paper Ap-
plication, visit https://www.sec.

state.ma.us/divisions/elections/
download/vote-by-mail-applica-
tions/vote-by-mail-paper-applica-
tion-2023.pdf.

To register to vote or change 
name/address on voter registration, 
visit https://www.sec.state.ma.us/
ovr/.

Wilbraham Vote-By-Mail and Absentee Voting

A Conversation with 
Abraham Rodstein, 
Holocaust Survivor, at the 
Wilbraham Library

WILBRAHAM– Holocaust survivor Abraham 
Rodstein will share his life story at the Wilbraham 
Public Library on Monday, Aug. 19 at 6 p.m. Facili-
tated by local writer Thomas Slawiak, Rodstein’s dis-
cussion will include his journey before, during, and 
after World War II– from growing up in Lithuania, to 
surviving the Kovno Ghetto and Dachau concentration 
camp, to emigrating to America.

Slawiak and Rodstein have spoken to over 2,000 
people at schools, senior centers, libraries, and private 
venues. They are dedicated to educating people about 
the Holocaust and preventing such horrors from hap-
pening again.

Registration for this free event is encouraged as 
space is limited. To register, please contact the library 
at 413-596-6141, or visit the Event Calendar at www.
wilbrahamlibrary.org.

Turley photos by Noelle Hisgen
Sisters Mackenzie (Left) and Cailin (Right) McEwan help 
wash cars.

Meaghan Farrell and Anthony Zaremba wash cars at 
the car wash. Proceeds from the car wash support the 
Transition Program and the Hampden Police Department 
for their upcoming Public Safety Night Out on Oct. 11.

Various students helped at the car wash to make 
every car shine at the Transition Program’s 4th Annual 
Fundraiser Car Wash on Aug. 5.

TRANSITION from page 1
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE
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Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri-
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to dzbierski@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly 

correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor-
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito-
rial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu-
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hamp-
den TIMES is published ev-
ery Thursday by Turley Pub-
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho-
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos.

Editorial 
Policy

The Wilbraham-Hampden
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Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

ADVERTISING 
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jwalker@turley.com
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publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
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KEITH TURLEY
President

DEANNA SLOAT
Graphics Manager

TEAM
VIEWPOINTS

In the last three days I have picked 10 zuc-
chini. The seeds were sown around Memorial 
Day and I ended up with six plants total.  

I am thrilled that the harvest is starting to 
come it. I just wish I had air conditioning in my 
kitchen so I’d feel like baking!  

Zucchini is the brunt of many jokes due to 
its prolific nature. Some years, though, the har-
vest isn’t so great. Either borers take out the 
plants or powdery mildew slows them down 
until the inevitable comes.  

Anyhow, I’ll count my blessings this year 
and try my best to preserve and prolong the 
harvest as much as possible. If you are blessed 
with your own supply of zucchini or you have 
been gifted a few, read on, straight from the 
archives, as to how to make the best use of your 
bounty.

Store it
Zucchini will keep in the refrigerator for 

at least one week. Smaller squashes are more 
flavorful, and less seedy than their overgrown 
counterparts.  

Harvest when the fruits are six inches long 
or less, and still narrow. It is likely that base-
ball bat-sized squashes will develop now and 
then, especially if you are away from the gar-
den for a few days.  

Don’t worry; they can be used in most rec-
ipes that call for zucchini, although you may 
wish to remove the largest seeds first; they 
have a tendency to get tough and chewy.  

Freeze it
Simply shred whole zucchinis, skin and all. 

Drain in a colander to remove excess liquid 
and pack in containers or freezer bags.  

Nothing beats zucchini bread in the mid-

dle of winter. It is helpful to freeze in amounts 
compatible with your recipe; in other words if 
you need two cups to make bread, freeze in two 
cup portions.    

If fried veggies are a favorite treat, you can 
freeze raw, peeled zucchini sections after coat-
ing them with bread crumbs. 

First, prefreeze on a plate or cookie sheet, 
then, pack in freezer bags with as much air re-
moved as possible. Fry up at a later date.  

I have never been very successful freezing 
blanched zucchini slices. Experiment yourself 
and maybe you will have better luck.

Steam it
Who likes soggy zucchini? No one. Cut in 

slices one quarter of an inch thick and steam 
for a mere two or three minutes.  

Sprinkle with dill or lemon juice and thyme 
for a wonderful summer side dish.

Stuff it
Here is the perfect use for the aforemen-

tioned baseball bat sized quash. Making zuc-
chini boats are my sister-in-law Janice’s favor-
ite way to utilize the vegetable. I can always 
count on her to take a few biggies off my hands.  

With a spoon hollow out the seed cavity. 

Stuff it with a mixture of cooked rice, sauce 
and ground beef or turkey. Top with shredded 
cheese and bake until it bubbles. Yummy!  

Put a Mexican spin on this recipe by using 
black beans, salsa and taco cheese along with 
brown rice in place of the other ingredients. 
Freeze individual portions of this dish for a 
quick dinner.

Bake with it
Zucchini bread and muffins are one thing, 

but double chocolate zucchini cake? Yes, and 
there are more enticing dessert recipes where 
that came from.  

Consult your local library or the internet for 
other mouth-watering selections. 

One pointer:  drain shredded zucchini well 
before using in any recipe. Place it in a colan-
der and apply pressure with clean hands or a 
large mixing spoon. Squeeze all the liquid right 
out of it.  

This way your desserts will be moist but 
not soggy.

 Be creative and experiment to find your 
own favorite ways of cooking with this vege-
table. Zucchini pickles, perhaps? How about 
zucchini pancakes? Zucchini wedges in place 
of cucumbers with dip? 

The list is endless!
Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 

Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 32 years she has 
held the position of staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to pouimette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the subject line.  

Zucchini days of summer
inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Dear Rusty: 
I’m just trying to figure out how to deter-

mine whether to retire at 65 or 67 and, if I re-
tire, approximately how much could I make 
outside of my Social Security without being 
overly taxed. 

Signed: Thinking About Retiring 
 

Dear Thinking: 
Deciding when to retire is serious business, 

because it affects your future and what your re-
tirement income will be going forward. Thus, 
it’s good you are taking the time to fully un-
derstand your options and we’re happy to as-
sist you with that. Here are some things which 
should help you decide whether to retire at 65 
or 67. 

Social Security benefits are subject to in-
come tax by the IRS if your combined income 
from all sources, which includes your Adjust-
ed Gross Income on your tax return, plus half 
of the SS benefits you received during the tax 
year, exceeds certain thresholds for your in-
come tax filing status. If you file your income 
tax as “married/jointly” and your combined 
income from all sources is more than $32,000, 
then 50% of your received SS benefits are 
subject to income tax at your normal IRS tax 
rate. But if your combined income as a married 
couple is more than $44,000, then 85% of the 
SS benefits you received during the tax year 
becomes part of your taxable income. FYI, 
the taxation thresholds are lower for those, 
who file taxes as an individual, $25,000 and 
$34,000 respectively. 

Born in 1960 or later, your Full Retirement 
Age for Social Security’s purposes is 67. If 
you claim SS benefits before your FRA, not 
only will your monthly amount be permanent-
ly reduced, but you’ll also be subject to Social 
Security’s “earnings test,” which limits how 
much you can earn before they take away some 
of your benefits. The earnings limit changes 
annually, but for 2024 it is $22,320, future 
year’s limits will be a bit higher each year. 

If your work earnings exceed the annual 
limit, Social Security will take away $1 in ben-
efits for every $2 you are over the limit. They 
take away by withholding future benefits for as 
many months as necessary for them to recover 
what you owe for exceeding the annual limit. 

FYI, the limit goes up during the year you at-
tain FRA, and the earnings test no longer ap-
plies after you reach your full retirement age. 

If you claim SS before your FRA, your 
monthly amount will be permanently reduced. 
If you claim at age 65, you will get about 87% 
of the amount you would get by waiting until 
age 67 to claim. If you claim at age 66, your 
monthly amount would be about 93% of your 
FRA entitlement and, by claiming at 67 you’ll 
get 100% of the benefit you’ve earned from a 
lifetime of working. 

The reductions for early claiming are per-
manent reductions except for the Annual Cost 
of Living Adjustments. Note that you can also 
delay longer than your FRA to get an even 
larger benefit amount; you can delay up to age 
70 when your maximum benefit is reached. 
Just remember, the earnings test, as described 
above, will apply if you claim SS before your 
FRA and you are still working.  

If your plan is to continue to work full time, 
be aware that if you claim early SS and sig-
nificantly exceed the annual earnings limit, 
you may even be temporarily ineligible to col-

lect SS benefits. If your work income is high 
enough that the penalty for exceeding the earn-
ings limit is more than SS can recover through 
withheld benefits in one year, they will tell you 
that you’re unable to collect benefits at this 
time, until you either earn less or reach your 
FRA. So, deciding whether to claim Social Se-
curity at 65 or 67 is your personal choice and, 
hopefully, the above provides the information 
you need to make an informed decision. 

The Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. This article 
is intended for information purposes and does 
not represent legal or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and interpretations of 
the Association Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the Nation-
al Social Security Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for AMAC. 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Should I retire at 65 or 67? And what 
about earnings and taxes? 
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Election letters 
to the editor 

welcome
The Wilbraham-Hampden Times 

welcomes readers to participate in this 
year’s election campaigns by writing 
letters to the editor for publication 
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 
words from local residents endorsing 
candidates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent to Wil-
braham-Hampden Times, care of Tur-
ley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or 
emailed to krivers@turley.com. Please 
include a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not 
be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for 
that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack 
letters will be printed. No letters writ-
ten by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call the 
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, 

the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, as 
well as a question-and-answer voters 
guide. In order to ensure fairness to all 
candidates, no political press releases 
will be printed, nor will reporters cover 
political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times.

JOB FAIR – August 7th 
Join the Green Gold Team!

 

Green Gold Group 
will be hosting a Job Fair on 

Tuesday, August 7th from 5:00-8:00pm
at St. Stanislaus Polish Club,

2114 Main St, Three Rivers, MA 01080
 

Cannabis Dispensary, 
Green Gold Group is coming to Palmer!

We are looking for hardworking, dedicated team 
members to staff our new retail store. 

Available positions are General Manager, 
Sales Floor Manager, Inventory Manager, 

Check-in/Security, and Sales Team members. 
Full-time and part-time work available. 

All positions require availability for day, night, 
weekend and holiday shifts. 

All positions subject to background/CORI check. 
Must be 21 years of age to apply.

 
Don’t miss out on this exciting

opportunity to enter the cannabis
industry by joining the Green Gold team!

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

Police Chief Ed Lennon 
elaborates on hiring 
process, background 
checks

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM – Town Admin-
istrator Nick Breault covered 
a variety of topics during the 
Aug. 5 meeting of the Select 
Board, ranging from the town 
potentially working with a 
municipal energy manager to 
the search for a new fire cap-
tain. 

The shared municipal en-
ergy manager would work 
with a variety of communities 
in Hampden County. Breault 
said that towns from “Chester 
to Ludlow” have expressed in-
terest in bringing on the services of 
such an individual. 

“We’re somewhat late to this dis-
cussion… There’s an effort to put 
together a shared municipal ener-
gy manager among communities,” 
Breault informed the board. 

Breault provided the members 
with a list of communities that are 
committed to the prospect as well as 
several communities that are still de-
bating whether to join the effort. 

Breault said the group of com-
mitted municipalities would like to 
know as soon as possible if Wilbra-
ham is interested. 

“A shared manager would be 
hired to look at different aspects of 
energy management, municipalities’ 
decarbonization efforts, manage en-
ergy projects for municipal school 
buildings, programs for utilities and 
usage and energy insight,” Breault 
said. 

Breault acknowledged that sever-
al of the efforts are already underway 
in Wilbraham and that the individual 
would further contribute to them. He 
said the person could serve as a fresh 
set of eyes to look at developments 
that are occurring in town. 

Having just received 
the latest information on 
the matter on Monday, 
Breault raised the dis-
cussion during his Town 
Administrator’s Report. 
He said he would like to 
make it a line item for the 
board’s next meeting with 

more time to prepare. 
He also said that the position 

could possibly be split among two 
people, depending on how many 
communities ultimately commit. The 
individual (or individuals) in the po-
sition would work on behalf of the 
town but not as a direct employee of 
Wilbraham. 

“Presumably, what the town will 
receive out of it is identification of 

where we can reduce our energy 
consumption, how we can get better 
pricing on our energy consumption 
and analysis to amass energy insight 
of how we’re using our energy, which 
we do currently do some of that,” 
Breault said. “The idea here is to 
enhance that effort. For some towns, 
it’s to begin that effort.” 

Breault also shared several devel-
opments pertaining to the fire depart-
ment. First, he updated the board on 
the search for a new fire captain. 

“That is underway. There will 
be a written exam on the 14th of 
September. It will be here probably 
quicker than you realize,” Breault 
said. “There will be an assessment 
center on the 18th of September. 
The interviews will be with the fire 
commissioner, a fire professional and 
myself on Oct. 1. And the Select-
board interviews, right now, would 
be tentatively on 14th of October.” 

After speaking with Fire Chief 
Michael Andrews, Breault said that 
five overall candidates will first be 
identified before the group is nar-
rowed down to three who will inter-
view before the Select Board mem-

bers. 
Additionally, Breault announced 

the retirement of a longtime public 
servant in Wilbraham. 

“This Friday will be Deputy Fire 
Chief Pete Nothe’s final day of ser-
vice to the town, ending a very long 
and excellent career with the fire ser-
vice,” Breault said. “He’ll receive a 
citation on Friday at I believe 11:30 
a.m. or thereabouts.” 

After Police Chief Ed 
Lennon spoke about a differ-
ent opportunity, Select Board 
Clerk Mark Ducey asked him 
what precautions the police 
department takes to ensure it 
lands the right hires and not 
people who shouldn’t protect 
and serve. 

Lennon said the police de-
partment is very careful and 
has stringent background pro-
cedures it follows to protect 
itself as best it can. 

“I’m not indicating or in-
sinuating that we’re not doing that, 
I just wanted to get that deeper un-
derstanding of what the process is,” 
Ducey said. 

Lennon said multiple times that 
the most important step the depart-
ment takes before hiring an individu-
al is conducting a background check.

“We have a captain that goes 
through everything from credit re-
ports to previous employers and all 
kinds of special databases,” Lennon 
said. “We had an absolutely, unbe-
lievably outstanding candidate that 
we were bringing forward one time. 
We did the background check, and it 
was just crazy. We did not hire that 
person.” 

Lennon said there is a minimum 
qualification to become a Wilbraham 
police officer, and undesirable candi-
dates don’t usually reach that level. 

“They can slip through the cracks 
to a certain extent, so we have to 
make sure the background check is 
(accurate). It’s probably the most 
important thing we do. And the level 
that we do it, I’m confident that any-
body who is not supposed to be here 
does not get here,” Lennon said. 

helping to organize the event.
“We thank them for their help with putting all this 

together,” Marino said.
Marino said events like this can also help people 

step back in time and bring a sense of nostalgia, re-
visiting items from years past or learning the history 
behind an item.

It also, she added, can teach the younger genera-
tion, with Marino mentioning one of the volunteers 
helping to sort the donations, Jocelyn Zanetti.

“I think it’s been fun for her to see that and it also 
teaches her and younger people that don’t go into the 
regular big stores to shop. You need to go to the tag 
sales, the estate sales, the Goodwill, the Savers,” Mari-
no said. “Just search through it and look at the history 
of the items and how well-made they were and, also, 
cost-wise you can get great bargains and I think that’s 
what’s exciting to people because you never know 
what you’re going to find.”

On the prices for the items, Marino said they are 
“pricing to sell.”

“There’s always a little bargaining that goes on 
with these types of sales, but we’re being very fair with 
our prices, so I think people come in, they’re going to 
see a sticker and be excited about it,” Marino said.

Marino encourages the community to stop by for 
the pop-up throughout the month and added donations 
are still being accepted for various items including 
new and gently used clothing and accessories, jewelry, 
shoes, home décor, household items, books and puz-
zles.

“If you think you have something that we might 
enjoy, you can either call first or just bring it in and 
we’ll go through it,” Marino said.

Marino hopes residents enjoy roaming around and 
checking out the items.

“Keep coming back 
and tell your friends!” 
Marino said.

To learn more, check 
out the senior center 
newsletter or call the se-
nior center at 413-566-
5588.

Wilbraham could partner with a shared 
municipal energy manager

POP-UP from page 3

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
A sun hat with a fancy hat box was one of many 
donations.

Wilbraham Town Hall
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spotlight
HOMETOWN

WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades
New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 • www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,  
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and 

everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

3.5” x 2”

MKT-5894N-A > edwardjones.com

Christopher O'Connor 
Financial Advisor

2141 Boston Rd Suite G 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 
413-596-6875

3.5” x 2”

MKT-5894N-A > edwardjones.com

Christopher O'Connor 
Financial Advisor

2141 Boston Rd Suite G 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 
413-596-6875

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR
GREAT SERVICE

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm

Sun. closed

2 Convenient 
Locations

413-736-5476  •  parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

Ask about 
special pricing 

for first 
responders

15% OFF 
DRY CLEANING 

when you 
pre-pay!

413-244-1943
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

Affordable Waste SolutionsAffordable Waste Solutions
Your Hometown Provider for 

Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

AAffordable ffordable WWaste aste SSolutionsolutions
You Know Us For Our Great Roll Off Dumpster Service,
Now Let Us Be Your Go To For Front Load Service Too!

We are your hometown neighbors offering great customer 
service, individual attention and quick response time. 

We look forward to serving you! Call Today.

413-244-1943

Roll Off Dumpsters
10, 15, 20 & 30 Yard Sizes

Front Load 
Dumpsters

signal to wander in the direction of their 
barns, and all the sounds of the countryside 
began to get quiet.

The most commanding sounds howev-
er, were the voices of the great town bell 
and church bells. Sloan said, “In their bel-
fries, whenever their mouths opened to the 
countryside and the thunderous tones of 
bells sounds floating over the surrounding 
hills, all the people listened.”

Times could be tracked according to 
when the town bells rang. Early on, the 
bells did not call out the hour but they did 
sound three special times of the day.

Special Signals
At 6 in the morning there was a signal 

to remind everyone that day was already in 
progress and that all was well. It was time 
to begin work. At 12 there was a noon bell, 
the signal for lunching That period was 
known to the early farmer as “nooning” or 
“resting”. At 9 in the evening there was a 
ringing of a signal for retiring known as 
“curfew”.

In colonial America where many roofs 
were thatched with grass, this bell asked 
that all people bank or cover their fires 
so that they might not flare up during the 
night. So, this bell was called by a French 
name, couvre feu or the “coverfire bell and 
then became the English “curfew bell.”

At Christmas time there was a bell rung 
at midnight on Christmas Eve called “The 
Devil’s Knell rung for Satan who was said 
to have “died when Christ was born”.

In New England, and I’m sure it took 
place in Wilbraham as well, The Christmas 
Day bell wringing began at 7 in the morn-
ing and ended at 4 in the afternoon but the 
whole day was known as the “American 
Day of Bells.”

Colonial Bay Staters had a good sense 
of humor according to Sloan. Old-time 
pranksters had many opportunities with 
their town and church bells. A favorite 
April Fool trick was to wrap cloth around 
the church bell’s clapper to that little or no 

sound came from its striking.
It made sense for a farmer to attach a 

bell to his cow to keep track of the animal. 
A belled animal could be located even in a 
deep forest.

Second Baptist Church Bell
Visitors to the July 13 Ice Cream So-

cial at the Old Meeting House Museum 
on Main Street - mentioned earlier in this 
story - probably saw an antique church bell 
mounted on a granite base in the museum 
garden. It is an interesting story how it 
got there and was related to me by Peter 
Ablondi, past president of the Wilbraham 
Atheneum Society. The Society operates 
the museum for the town and sponsors the 
Ice Cream Social.

Ablondi said Rice Fruit Farm former 
owner Jesse Rice and a former selectman 
was also on the Board of Trustees of the 
Atheneum Society. 

The Second Baptist Church was located 
on Butler Hill, which is on Boston Road, 
just past the Palmer line, before it descends 
down to the Chicopee River. Rice noticed 
that the old building was abandoned. It had 
been blown out by the Great 1938 Hurri-
cane leaving its church bell lying on the 
ground. A neighbor across the street sal-
vaged the bell and stashed it in his barn af-
ter the hurricane.

“Jesse heard that the bell had survived 
and bought it for a hundred bucks from 
the neighbor,” recalled Ablondi. Rice 
loaded the bell on one of his farm trucks 
and brought it to his fruit farm on south-
ern Main Street where he stored it behind 
his farm store, which still survives today 
owned by the Maloni Family.

Rice felt that the bell had historic value 
and wanted to donate it to the Atheneum 
Society for people to see when visiting the 
museum.

Rice called upon the popular Ron Na-
dolski of R & S Towing to help move the 
bell, with his flatbed auto wrecker, from 
the apple barn to the Hearse House, a small 
white building behind the museum, that use 
to house the town four-wheeled horse and 

wagon that transported bodies to the ceme-
tery before the days of funeral parlors.

They unloaded the bell off the auto 
wrecker. Sometime later the Atheneum 
Trustees decided to mount the bell on a 
block of granite and Wilbraham Cemetery 
Commissioner and Atheneum Trustee Don 
Bourcier arranged to mount the bell on a 
granite block and had it engraved: “Bell 
from Second Baptist Church, Circa 1800, 
Butler Hill, Boston Road, Wilbraham. Gift 
of Jesse Rice.”

Continued Next Month

Sources: “The Sound of Bells” by Eric 
Sloan published by Doubleday , 1966. 
National Historic Park, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Thanks to Mike Kober for the idea.

Editor Emeritus Charlie Bennett is a 
member of the Historic Commission and a 
trustee of the Wilbraham Atheneum Society. 
Readers can contact him with comments or 
ideas for the column at cbennett4765@
charter.net 

62 Years Ago
Beauty Contest Planned for Spec 

Pond
Here is a news clipping reported 

by my mom, Ethel M. Bennett, who 
was the Wilbraham correspondent 
for the Springfield daily newspaper 
The Morning Union from the 1940s 
through 1970s. From an August 
1961: “King Lion Robert Swallow 
announced Monday a contest to se-
lect “Miss Spec Pond of 1961” and 
will be conducted Saturday at the 
recreational area in conjunction with 
the annual Water Carnival.

The contest is open to all Wilbra-
ham girls up to 18 years old. Reg-
ulations are that contestants will 
compete attired in summer dresses 
and may register with chief lifeguard 
Bruce Ryder at the pond anytime the 
area is open.”

HISTORICAL from page 1

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Wilbraham-Hampden Times
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413-364-4994
realtybymaureen@gmail.com

maureen.gogallagher.com

Thinking about Buying or Selling? CHOOSE RESULTS!

19 Lake Dr., Belchertown 22 Elm Crest Cir., E. Longmeadow 169 Montgomery St., Chicopee22 Maple Crest Cir., Holyoke 187 Ashland Ave., Springfield

UNDER AGREEMENT

Maureen McGarrett Hall  REALTOR® 
MA 9585138  |  Member MLS   |  Equal Opportunity Housing  |

SOLDSOLD SOLDSOLD SOLDSOLD SOLDSOLD

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Seniors gathered at 
the senior center on Aug. 2 to participate 
in a weekly Friday yoga class.

The class, taking place at 10 a.m., is 
open to all levels, with attendees encour-
aged to bring their own yoga mat or use 
one provided by the class.

The class costs $5 per person.
Shara Carver oversees the class and 

focuses on incorporating yoga poses that 
are inclusive to everyone’s level of prac-
tice, age and abilities, adding the classes 
began at the senior center during the first 
week of May.

Carver said holding the class at the 
senior center is “really, really fun and a 
beautiful place to do it.”

“It’s typically around a 45-minute 
class, lots of gentle movement,” Carver 
said. “And then we usually end with the 
savasana, which is like a restorative, med-
itative pose where you just lay down and 
breathe.”

Carver is new to teaching yoga, having 
just received her certification in March 
and has consistently practiced for around 
three years.

“So, I’m fairly new to the practice all 
around, but I definitely went full steam 
when I started practicing. So, I really dug 
into it,” Carver said. “But, I fell in love 
with yoga because of the breath. It’s my 
favorite and I try to tell all my practi-
tioners that it’s not weird to breathe so ev-
eryone can hear you. That is the best part 
of yoga.”

Carver connected with the senior cen-
ter through Activities/Volunteer Coordi-
nator Jennifer Finnigan, sharing how after 
getting her certification, she researched 
yoga practices to support seniors.

She enjoys teaching yoga to the se-
niors.

“I just enjoy sharing something that 
I’m passionate about with people that 
otherwise wouldn’t have the experience,” 
Carver said. “Most of them aren’t going 
to go to the Yoga Shop or go to a yoga 

center to practice. So, it’s like bringing 
it out to them and showing them that it 
doesn’t have to be standing on your head. 
It doesn’t have to be contorting your body. 
It’s just anyone can do yoga and it’s just 
so beneficial. It’s so mentally beneficial. 
The balance part of it as we get older. I 
love sharing that with anybody else that 
can, also, really enjoy the practice.”

Carver added the community aspect is 
another benefit to holding the yoga class 
at the senior center as people get together 
afterward to hang out and have coffee.

“It’s just a sense of community and ev-
eryone’s coming in for the same reason. 
So, it’s like everyone wants to be here 
because everyone wants to take care of 
themselves in one way or another,” Carver 
said. “Whether it’s for the mental aspect, 
whether it’s for the community aspect or 
whether it’s just for moving their body, 
we’re all here for that same wellness rea-
son.”

Carver was thrilled with the turnout 
so far, having 10 to 12 people attending 
every week, seeing a mix of familiar faces 
and new ones.

“I can’t tell you how much it means 
to me, because it’s validating. It’s a lot of 
work because you want to do a good job 
for people,” Carver said. “So, when you 
see people coming back or when you see 
people bringing friends, it’s an excellent 
feeling and I like the idea that word is get-

ting out and that more people are coming 
and I hope that continues to happen.”

When asked what her favorite yoga 
pose is, Carver said it’s savasana.

“I love any pose that can really allow 
you to breathe and release,” Carver said. 
“So, child’s pose, any pose that can allow 
you to open and breathe, I love.”

Carver encouraged the community to 
check out the class and said it’s “a won-
derful, wonderful, community of people.”

“You come to this class for the yoga, 
but the people are fantastic. It’s just a great 
way to spend a Friday morning. It clears 
you out mentally, it’s an excellent start to 
your day. I just can’t say enough about it. 
The people are great,” Carver said.

Carver advised future students not to 
be intimidated by yoga or the poses.

“I have a lot of people that come in here 
and say ‘Well, this is my first time here’ 
or ‘I’m really bad at balance’ or ‘I had hip 
surgery a couple years ago.’ Don’t ever let 
that stop you from coming,” Carver said. 
“I would say almost always, I can give 
you an alternative for a pose that would 
support what you need. There’s nobody 
here that’s ever going to look at you for 
not doing the pose or judging it. There’s 
no judging in yoga and it’s not about how 
the pose looks, it’s about how it feels. So, 
you do what feels good to you.”

Her message was this.
“Everyone’s just here to better them-

selves,” Carver said. “Don’t let the word 
yoga intimidate you from coming into 
class. There’s so much more to it.”

Wilbraham Senior Center offering weekly Friday Yoga Class

Shara Carver walks around as participants work on their poses during the weekly 
Yoga Class at the Wilbraham Senior Center. The classes take place every Friday 
morning at 10 a.m.

An action shot of participants working on their yoga poses during the weekly Yoga 
Class at the Wilbraham Senior Center.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Shara Carver holds her hands over her 
heart as she leads the weekly Yoga Class 
at the Wilbraham Senior Center.
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THURSDAY 
ALL DAY SPECIAL

Steak & Steamers $29
10 oz. Sirloin, Clams w/ Drawn 

Butter, Baked Potato & Corn

2039 Boston Road, Wilbraham
Open: Sun.-Wed. 11:30am-9pm

Thurs.-Sat. 11:30am-10pm
~ BAR OPEN LATE ~

413-279-1198 • thelocaltablentap.com

Give LOCAL Program
Attention Schools, Sports Teams, Clubs and other Non-
Profit Organizations: The LOCAL is happy to introduce 
our charitable donation program: Give LOCAL. We’re 
offering to host a fundraiser for your organization at 
our restaurant. We’ll work with you to make a great 

fundraiser in our semi-private dining room where we’ll 
donate 20% of the food sales to your organization. 

Please check out the details online on how the program 
works and let’s coordinate a fundraiser for your group 

today! TheLocalTableNTap.com/give-local.

MONDAY NIGHT
SPECIAL

Burger & Beer $15
Smash Burger, 

Fries, 
and 

Choice 
of 16 oz. 
Stella or 

Bud Light

TUESDAY NIGHT
SPECIAL 10 oz. 
Sirloin Steak $20

Served over Roasted Potatoes 
and Grilled 

Summer 
Squash 

with 
Mushroom 
Demiglaze

Join Our Rewards Program
thelocaltablentap.com

We Are Hiring! Apply online at thelocaktablentap.com/jobs

PARTIES & BANQUETS
We can accommodate 25-90 people for your special event

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

Readers are encouraged to send 
in medium to high resolution 

photos for this page by e-mail to 
dzbierski@turley.com or mail to 

TIMES, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Please note that if you send 
us a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 

background. Examples:
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain.

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

The DeCesare children, Rocco Albina DeCesare, helping with sheep herding at the families farm, Baliusta, in 
Macchiagodena, Italy.

Submitted photos 
and captions Meggie 
DeCesare

The DeCesare 
Family, consisting 
of Vinnie, Meggie, 
Rocco and Albina 
DeCesare, at the 
top of Mt. Vesuvius.

Where’s the Times?
In Italy!

The DeCesare family in Hampden 
brought copies of the Times with them 
during their recent trip to Italy at the 
suggestion of a friend! 

HPL explores the 
Whale Mobile!

Families got to check out the Whale 
Mobile at the Hampden Free Public Li-
brary on July 31. The Whale Mobile is 
where children can go and sit inside and 
learn about whales and their habitats.

The event was possible in part due to a 
grant from the Hampden Cultural Council, 
which is supported by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council. 

Submitted photos Kate Rumplik

The Hampden Police 
Department received a 
special lunch surprise 
of pizza from Pioneer 

Valley Financial Group 
on July 25, thanking 

them on Facebook for 
the treat!

HPD
receives 
special 
lunch 

surprise

Photo courtesy of Hampden Police Department
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Wins 
museum-
quality tee 
shirt…
Guest speaker Dennis 
Picard, who gave a talk 
on whaling, drew the 
winning raffle ticket for 
a Wilbraham museum-
quality tee shirt at the Old 
Meeting House Museum 
Open House in the center 
of Wilbraham Saturday, 
Aug. 3. The winner, shown 
in front of the kitchen 
hearth, with Picard was 
Lindsey Bourcier (Charles F. 
Bennett photo)

Teens got to enjoy some fun life-sized versions of 
classic games on July 17 at the Wilbraham Public Li-
brary. Some of the games included Jenga, Connect Four, 
Uno and outdoor games along with super-sized snacks! 

Submitted photos Rachel Hapgood

Teens enjoy life-size 
games at WPL
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-INlb

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRYSTYLE PORK RIBS 

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: 8/8/24-8/15/24

$249

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
ST. LOUIS PORK RIBS ........ $222

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 2 LB BAG ...................

$149
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
ROAST BEEF ......................... $799

ea

lb77¢

IN OUR DELI LAND O’ LAKES
SLICED AMERICAN CHEESE 

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHOCOLATE
SILK PIE 23 OZ ................................. $599

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$999
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH 

WHOLE CHICKEN TWIN PAK ............

$279
lb

USDA INSP. 

BEEF BACK RIBS ..........................

$899

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$249
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CHOPS ............. BEEF

STRIPLOIN

$888
lb

PORTERHOUSE 
or T’BONE STEAKS

7 LB 
BAG$379

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

lb
$699

lb
WHOLE 

OR HALF
CUT
FREE

$299
USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
ITALIAN MARINATED
1/2 CHICKEN ..........................
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
KABOBS WITH VEGGIES
CHICKEN...                BEEF... lb

$799
lb

$549

lb

3 LB 

The camp was at 
Wilbraham United 
Church

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - From July 29 
to Aug. 2, Wilbraham United Church 
hosted their annual Vacation Bible 
Camp: “All Creatures Great and 
Small.”

During the weeklong camp, the 
children learned about various ani-
mals in the Bible, how to be kind and 
not to worry. 

Every morning, children start 
with an introductory prayer by Rev-
erend Janet Skagerlind and then are 
divided into two groups including 
the yellow group consisting of chil-
dren in Pre-K to first grade, and the 
purple group, consisting of children 
in second grade to sixth grade. From 
there, they participated in various ac-
tivities consisting of games, singing 
songs, watching Bible stories put on 
by the counselors, making arts and 
crafts as well as doing a daily service 
project.

They have participated in an 
abundance of service projects for 
the Heifer Project, Robert Kelliher, 
Jr., the 2023 Veteran of the Year, the 
town public safety officers and a 
weeklong collection drive for the ed-

ucation program 
at the Forest Park 
Zoo. 

On Aug. 1, the children had some 
fun as they were given a water slide 
and on Aug. 2, Caroline Cay Adams 
from the Forest Park Zoo visited the 
camp and introduced the children to 
the zoo’s animal ambassadors. She 
brought a parrot, lizard, frog, cock-
roach, and rabbit. 

That Friday finished the camp ac-
tivities with a concert for the parents 
showcasing the songs that the chil-
dren have learned, as well as gifting 
the donations that they have gathered 
over the week to the zoo. 

Reverend Skagerlind started the 
day with an opening welcome and 
ended the day with a closing for all 
the children and also participated in 
the Biblical skits. 

Skagerlind brought many ani-
mals from her farm to camp, which 
has been tied with the theme of the 
stories including sheep, ducks and a 
rooster. 

“The joy and appreciation of a 
community of faith as best as little 
ones are able to understand that, but 
also the lessons of care of God’s cre-
ation and care of one another. And 
that’s what I’m hoping they bring 
away from Vacation Bible Camp,” 
Skagerlind said. 

Another key member of the camp 
is Deb Trimble, who runs the office 
and organizational aspect of “All 

Creatures Great and Small.” 
After starting off being a coun-

selor focusing on the games section 
of the camp, Trimble moved into 
taking over the office part. 

Regarding the camp, Trimble 
said this.

“I want them to have fun, I want 
them to learn a little bit about God 
and Jesus and being good neighbors 
and kind people,” Trimble said. 

“All Creatures Great and Small” 
contained a large group of teenage 
counselors in every aspect. Two of 
them were rising freshmen Jillian 
Rumplik and Jolie Wallace, who vol-
unteered by reenacting Bible stories 
for the kids. 

Both of them highly praised the 
camp for being so welcoming and 
positive. 

“I think that everybody here is 
so nice and respectful and it’s cool 
to learn all this different stuff about 
God and be able to help the younger 
kids learn more too,” Rumplik said.

“Everyone is so nice, the love is 
in the air and all the excitement and 
joy that you get from all the campers 
is so amazing,” Wallace said.

Inside of the church, Patricia 
Colkos led the children in singing 
songs as the assistant music director 
for the program. 

“I like being a part of Vacation 
Bible Camp because it helps us to in-
still the love of God and share God’s 

Children learn about animals in Vacation Bible Camp

message with our youth,” Colkos said. 
“All Creatures Great and Small” brought the children 

together for a week of fun and friendship. They learned 
all about the creatures that God put on this Earth and that 
He loves all creatures, great and small. 

Turley photos by Noelle Hisgen
Reverend Janet Skagerlind shows the children one of 
the chicks from her farm for them to pet.

Patricia Colkos leads everyone in a morning song during 
Wilbraham United Church’s Vacation Bible Camp.

Patricia Colkos leads the children in a song during 
Wilbraham United Church’s Vacation Bible Camp.

Caroline Cay Adams from the Forest Park Zoo holds her 
parrot, Perry, behind the other ambassadors brought to 
the camp. 

The children enjoy a snack provided by the counselors 
during Wilbraham United Church’s Vacation Bible Camp.

Photos courtesy of Vacation Bible School Staff
Children work on arts and crafts during Wilbraham 
United Church’s Vacation Bible Camp. 

The children and counselors play with a parachute 
during Wilbraham United Church’s Vacation Bible Camp.

Children look at ducks that were brought to the camp by 
Reverend Janet Skagerlind.
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Spiritual leaders
  7. A solution
 13. Fortified wine
 14. Edible mollusk
 16. Blood group
 17. A way to compare
 19. Gov’t lawyer
 20. Actor Ciaran
 22. Calendar month
 23. Very willing
 25. __ ex Machina
 26. Satisfies
 28. Type of berry
 29. Distinctive practice
 30. Popular pickup truck 

model
 31. Dekagram
 33. Naturally occurring 

solid material
 34. Company officer
 36. Villains
 38. Cricket frogs
 40. German founder of 

psychology
 41. Endured
 43. A female domestic

 44. A situation you can 
be in

 45. Cigarette (slang)
 47. Fiber optic network 

(abbr.)
 48. Belgian composer 

Walter
 51. Employee stock 

ownership plan
 53. Belonging to the 

bottom layer
 55. Musical or vocal 

sound
 56. Yankees’ great Judge
 58. Dickens character
 59. Beloved late 

sportscaster Craig
 60. South Dakota
 61. Exposing human vice 

or folly to ridicule
 64. Atomic #79
 65. Former Braves 

pitcher Julio
 67. Humor
 69. Shawl
 70. Hospital unit

CLUES DOWN
  1. Animal disease
  2. Commercial
  3. Arts and crafts 

supplies
  4. Containers
  5. Investment vehicle
  6. A way to greet in a 

friendly way
  7. Bulged downward
  8. “A Day Without” 

singer
  9. Lay about
 10. Intestinal
 11. Negative
 12. Caused to be loved
 13. Prominent in Islamic 

eschatology
 15. Sincere
 18. Not in
 21. Number above the 

line in a fraction
 24. Bill Murray chased 

one
 26. Pouch
 27. Swedish krona
 30. Start over

 32. Wild white or yellow 
flower

 35. Fourteen
 37. Visual way of 

interacting with a 
computer (abbr.)

 38. Up-to-date
 39. Campaigns
 42. Touch lightly
 43. “Boardwalk Empire” 

actress Gretchen
 46. Violent seizure of 

property
 47. One who supports 

the Pope
 49. Malaise
 50. Body fluid
 52. Inauthentic person
 54. Title of respect
 55. Chilean city
 57. Central Japanese city
 59. Garment
 62. Draw from
 63. Automobile
 66. The man
 68. Top government 

lawyer

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” 

in the subject line of your email.

Send Us Your
Community 

Autumn Events

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Turley Publications will print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Autumn Fest Supplement 

which will be published September 11, 2024. 
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches 

over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

Deadline 
for Calendar 
submissions 
is August 12.

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Board of Se-
lectmen finalized this year’s special 
town meeting date for Oct. 29.

The change comes after the board 
decided at their July 29 meeting to 
schedule the meeting for Oct. 21.

On July 29, the Selectmen also 
discussed with Town Moderator 
Richard Green about pushing to get 
information out sooner to the public, 
ideas on how to speed up fall town 
meeting, how to handle consent 
agendas and the reading of warrant 
articles, exploring electronic voting 
and ideas on how to increase atten-
dance.

On Aug. 1, Chair Don Davenport 
explained the proposed change was 
due to Green not being available on 
that day.

Town Treasurer Richard Patullo 
added he is also unavailable that day.

“The process is if the town mod-
erator is unavailable, then the town 
meeting elects a moderator. Obvi-
ously, you try to set that up and or-
chestrate it ahead of time, but it’s not 
that odd a process,” Patullo said.

Davenport said, “It’s going to be 
a pretty active town meeting.”

“Because we’re going to have, I 
guess, senior center and we’re going 
to have a couple of issues regarding 
changing appointed to elected, so we 
need people to vote on that, so that 
might be a little bit of a controversy,” 
Davenport said.

Patullo said the budget part “is a 
little bit complicated” too and also 
expressed concern for the possibil-
ity of Special Town Meeting being 
scheduled on Oct. 28.

“Because we haven’t decided 
what we’re going to do with the mil-
lion and a half for the water project,” 
Patullo said. “That’s why I’m con-
cerned about the 28th because, usu-
ally, the tax rate stuff is the runup. 
I’m kind of busy right up to the last 
minute and I’m going to be out of 
town for five days before the meet-
ing. So, just from a selfish point of 
view, that makes me nervous.”

Selectman John Flynn added how 
“they might not even have clarity for 
the 21st even as we’re still getting 
our numbers together.”

“But we can’t even push it anoth-
er week because we run into the next 
week,” Flynn said.

“Because the next week is the 
election,” Davenport added. “The 
presidential election.”

Flynn wondered about getting 
things together for Oct. 21.

“Is there a problem doing that?” 
Flynn said.

Patullo replied no.
“Not if we have all the warrant 

article dollar amounts early enough,” 
Patullo said.

Planning Board member John 
Matthews, who is also on the Ad-
visory Committee, mentioned what 
would need to be done to prepare for 
a proposed Oct. 28 date.

“If you did the 28th, then you’re 
looking at, again, Advisory meeting 

a couple of weeks before that,” Mat-
thews said.

Selectman Craig Rivest asked 
about Tuesday for the special town 
meeting as opposed to Monday.

“Is a Tuesday out of the question 
for a town meeting?” Rivest said.

Flynn said for a special town 
meeting in the fall, it’s not out of the 
question, later adding how Oct. 29 
works better after further discussion.

“Because the 14-day thing, be-
cause the 14th is a legal holiday, I 
believe, so, you, Advisory, could 
have their meeting on the 15th and 
make the two-week thing,” Flynn 
said.

Patullo was open to the idea, add-
ing how he’ll have the day to prep 
upon his return.

“That’s not the worst idea I ever 
heard,” Patullo said.

After Flynn presented a motion 
to schedule the fall Special Town 
Meeting for Oct. 29, Rivest’s final 
question concerned closing the town 
warrant.

“Can we still close on the 30th 
of September? Close the warrant?” 
Rivest said.

Davenport and Flynn both said 
yes.

“We can always reopen as we 
need it,” Flynn said.

The motion to schedule the fall 
Special Town Meeting for Tuesday, 
Oct. 29 was approved 3-0.

Hampden’s Special Town Meeting 
scheduled for Oct. 29

Here’s Your Chance 
to be a BIG WINNER!

WILBRAHAM - Feeling Lucky? The Friends of 
Wilbraham Seniors have again kicked off their pop-
ular fundraiser held throughout last summer. Just 
imagine- YOU could win a whopping $500 basket of 
MA. Lotto Scratch Tickets!!

Raffle tickets can be purchased at various times 
throughout July and August. Look for their fabulous 
Lotto Tower. So, drop by the new Senior Center, be-
hind the Wilbraham Town Hall on 

Springfield Street on Tuesday and Wednesdays 
between 9 a.m. to Noon or stop by the Farmers Mar-
ket, in front of United Church on Main Street be-
tween open hours of 2 to 6 p.m. every Wednesday.

Tickets could also be printed from their website: 
friendsofwilbrahamseniors.org and mailed in with 
your check to:

Friends of Wilbraham Seniors, 40 Post Office 
Park, #747, Wilbraham, MA 01095 or just stick your 
envelope with filled out raffle tickets and payment 
into their drop box located in the front lobby near the 
reception desk and save yourself a stamp.

Ticket prices range from one for $5.00, three for 
$10, seven for $20 or the best buy, 25 chances for 
$50. Yes, a great way for family, friends, or co-work-
ers to pitch in and share the winnings. All tickets need 
to be in by 8/24/24. The drawing will take place on 
the front patio of the Wilbraham Senior Center, at 3 
p.m. You do not need to be present to win. Proceeds 
from this fundraiser will go towards new programs 
and services which can now be offered at new Wil-
braham Senior Center.

Wilbraham Hiking Club 
August Hikes

WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham Hiking Club 
has six hikes planned for August:

Aug. 11 - High-Moderate or Challenging Hike 
(stay tuned for details) 

 Aug. 15 - Quabbin Gate 40, Petersham (and 
Rose32) 

 Aug. 19- Springfield Reservoir in Ludlow, MA 
 Aug. 25 - McDonald Nature Preserve, Wilbraham 
 Aug. 31- Hike, lunch, and optional Stargazing at 

Arunah Hill Days in Cummington 
 More information about these hikes can be found 

on the club’s TeamReach pages, or write to wilbra-
hamhiking@gmail.com.
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torney’s fees and rewards to be 
paid if an appeal is filed.

“And so, we have to make a 
decision. The other thing that has 
to be determined--and there’s a 
lot of confusion about and our 
attorney has spoken to several 
other attorneys--how does the 
board do this?” Davenport said. 
“There’s a different makeup of 
the board. Two of the members 
of the board have never heard 
any evidence in the case and ex-
actly how does the judge think 
this would proceed because he 
says, ‘You can have reasonable 
conditions including the 21 con-
ditions.’ So, technically they 
could have put other conditions 
on, but how do you put what the 
other conditions are if you hav-
en’t heard any evidence? So, we 
need to figure that out.”

Davenport added the cost for 
the appeal would be $50,000.

Selectman Craig Rivest re-
iterated the areas of concern 
regarding the Planning Board’s 
makeup, adding seeking clarifi-
cation from the judge was anoth-
er concern.

“I believe our town attorney 
said he could put in for an ap-
peal with a clarification note in 
the appeal. I’m not sure how that 
works,” Rivest said.

After Town Treasurer Rich-
ard Patullo wondered if the new 
board would look at the infor-
mation for the case and if there 
would be a new hearing, Daven-
port read into the record what the 
judge said.

“It’s (an) order that the deci-
sion of the board of December 
22, 2022, is hereby annulled and 
is further ordered and remanded 
to the board for a lawfully no-
ticed public proceeding, after 
which the board shall expedi-
tiously issue the special permit 
requested by the plaintiff after 
considering the imposition of 
reasonable conditions is warrant-
ed, including the 21 conditions 
to approve the decision under re-
view,” Davenport read.

After everyone agreed the 
hearing was a posted hearing, the 
conditions portion continued to 
raise questions.

Patullo mentioned how the 
document says “reasonable con-
ditions” and the Planning Board 
would have to “vote on the con-
ditions that they find reasonable,” 
leading Davenport to, again, 
mention the board makeup and 

if additional conditions would be 
considered.

Selectman John Flynn said 
he sees those as “two separate 
things.”

“And I think that’s our quan-
dary right here is the appeal and 
the makeup of the board con-
flated together. That’s kind of the 
problem we have here,” Flynn 
said.

Flynn added the appeal is 
based around the process of the 
case, not the merits of it.

“Did the judge screw up 
somewhere along the way? And 
his point is it is meticulous, they 
did a visit to the site. It’s going 
to be extremely unusual for the 
appellate court to overturn this 
jurist. This isn’t a one-year guy, 
this is somebody who has been 
to appellate and not been over-
turned,” Flynn said. “So, do we 
encumber the town’s money on 
something we think has very lit-
tle chance of success?”

Davenport said he “under-
stands the prospects of losing 
the case,” but the clarification on 
what the judge wants the town 
to do on this case before they do 
something and it gets appealed is 
his concern.

“So, if the new board says, 
‘I want to add these four other 
conditions’ and the plaintiff may 
say ‘I don’t want those condi-
tions’ and then we’re back in 
court again for that. So, we need 
clarification,” Davenport said. “I 
think if we file for an appeal, we 
can always withdraw that appeal 
once we figure out what needs to 
be done.”

After Patullo sought clarifi-

cation on what exactly the Se-
lectmen needed clarification on 
wanting to appeal the case, men-
tioning the legal counsel they 
have, Rivest provided further 
insight.

“It was based on our conver-
sation with our attorney on Mon-
day that he thought that if we did 
the appeal because it’s within 
our rights, legally, to proceed 
with an appeal while he put in 
for clarification during that ap-
peal process,” Rivest said. “Once 
the clarification came back, we 
could withdraw the appeal. It’s 
more or less we’re not trying to 
lose the right. We don’t have time 
for clarification...next week, we 
don’t have time for a clarification 
of the order.”

After Patullo later said he un-
derstood the process questions 
Davenport later presented, he 
continued seeking clarification 
on what guidance they needed to 
want to appeal, saying this.

“Because it looks a little un-
attractive to appeal,” Patullo said. 
“I’m not trying to be difficult. 
I’m just not understanding why 
you would file an appeal and 
what would cause you to want to. 
Can you get a clarification with-
out filing an appeal?”

Davenport responded no, 
with Flynn adding it’s because 
the time would run out given the 
filing appeal deadline is Aug. 8.

Flynn’s biggest concern sur-
rounded the judge’s ruling for the 
special permit to be granted.

“He’s looked at the evidence 
to grant the special permit. Now, 
maybe the new people can look 
at it for new conditions or ad-

ditional or look at the body of 
whatever, but I think he’s telling 
you, ‘I don’t care if you have five 
new people there. Grant the spe-
cial permit,’” Flynn said.

Patullo agreed.
“There’s no way that you can 

have the old board exist,” Patullo 
said.

Planning Board member John 
Matthews also agreed.

“That’s what I read,” Mat-
thews said. “That’s kind of what 
I took it as.”

Patullo added he couldn’t 
think of anything the judge would 
do on how far to go for any new 
conditions and guidance.

“I can’t think of any answers 
that would cause you to spend 
the 50 grand to appeal,” Patullo 
said.

Matthews was also unsure of 
the best direction to take.

“I don’t know. I don’t have 
that crystal ball. It’s a tough 
spot,” Matthews said.

After Davenport asked if 
there was a motion, Flynn shared 
he was against doing an appeal.

“I don’t think it’s worth com-
mitting the town’s resources to 
that. We got pretty good legal 
opinions from both our person 
and our legal team that this is not 
something that’s going to benefit 
the town,” Flynn said.

Rivest said he was torn.
“I understand the ruling 

from the judge and, obviously, 
he knows more than I do, but I 
think we owe it to the residents 
to appeal based on the commu-
nity input at hearings and public 
comment,” Rivest said.

Flynn shared a similar project 
to this had occurred several years 
ago where they had advice say-
ing, “It’s a lawsuit that you feel is 
the right thing to do, but legally, 
it may not work out.”

“And after $100,000, it didn’t 
work out. That one, I think, was 
supported by a much larger com-
munity outreach. This one, I don’t 
know,” Flynn said. “I don’t know 
if you would go and ask a per-
son on Chapin Road or on South 
Monson. We could potentially be 
exposed to $50,000, $100,000. 
Say we can’t withdraw. They get 
the thing, like ‘Well, thanks for 
the sidewalk you didn’t put in be-
cause we spent it on this poten-
tially frivolous lawsuit.’ We’re 
the stewards of the town.”

Matthews reiterated how he 
earlier said it’s a tough deci-
sion--and a tough spot--to con-
sider, especially with concerns 

about spending “the extra money 
and then lose that decision” and 
“then we have the applicant come 
back and sue for two times the 
damage, whatever that means.”

Flynn agreed with Rivest on 
the decision being 50/50.

“There’s this side and that 
side and they’re both strong 
sides,” Flynn said.

Matthews added, as a govern-
mental body, the importance of 
also respecting the judge’s deci-
sions.

“It may not bode well for 
the town to come back and say, 
‘We’re appealing your deci-
sion,’” Matthews said. “Maybe 
we go back and just ask for clar-
ification and you don’t appeal, to 
ask for. I understand you’ll then 
lose your chance for appeal.”

It was then decided the Se-
lectmen would meet again on 
Aug. 7 with the hope clarification 
from the judge is received before 
that date, with Davenport agree-
ing to connect with their attorney 
and Town Administrator Brian 
Domina to get the clarification.

Planning Board Chair Mad-
ison Pixley also said she was 
torn, seeking more clarification 
herself.

“Because we’ve got one 
member who wasn’t on the board 
but is very familiar with the op-
posing side of the special permit 
case and I just want to make sure 
that we handle that correctly and 
appropriately,” Pixley said. “And 
my second question is our other 
member who may not be famil-
iar with the case, we may have to 
get up to speed. So, I just want to 
make sure we have like a strong 
line on how we’re sharing infor-
mation with them without shar-
ing (or) adding things to the re-
cord because it’s gone on for so 
long.”

Pixley added David Demers 
was not on the board before and 
Patrick Coyne, who also was not 
on the board before, was a mem-
ber of the community and against 
the storage units.

“So, I want to make sure 
we’re in line with how we’re han-
dling all this,” Pixley said.

Davenport said he will in-
clude that additional information 
to the attorney and Domina when 
he reaches out to them.

The Times will have more on 
the Aug. 7 meeting and what the 
Board of Selectmen decided--or 
not decided to do--on this law-
suit ruling in next week’s edi-
tion.

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers
The Board of Selectmen held a special meeting on Aug. 1 on if they 
should or should not appeal the Garvey v. Hampden Lawsuit (Self-
Storage) ruling.

HAMPDEN from page 1

WESTFIELD - 25 years ago, 
two local mothers, Laurie Isham 
of Hampden and Sue Devillier of 
Agawam, bonded over a common 
experience: both had young daugh-
ters with Down syndrome.  Their 
friendship blossomed as they navi-
gated the new unknowns of raising 
their daughters.  As they supported 
one another, they recognized the 
need for a local support group for 
individuals with Down syndrome 
and their families.  This gave birth 
to the Down Syndrome Resource 
Group of Western Massachusetts. 
Initially serving about twenty fami-
lies, the group is now more than 200 
strong, but the mission still remains 
the same: to discover and embrace 
the potential of individuals with 
Down syndrome.

The Down Syndrome Resource 
Group of Western Mass. (DSRG) 
is run entirely by volunteers with a 
passion for supporting  and creat-
ing community for individuals with 
Down syndrome and their families. 
From birth to adulthood, the DSRG 
have offerings for everyone: 

•	 the First Call program for new-
borns

•	 playgroups for toddlers and 
school age children

•	 social groups for teens/adults
•	 social events for families 
•	 Scholarships for recreation and 

education
•	 presentations on cutting edge 

research, and more..
This community is vital to our 

members as attested to by Teresa 
(parent): “ I have attended Picnics, 
Buddy Walks, informational sem-
inars and playdates…. But what I 
love most about the DSRG is the 
network of parents who support 
each other…with advice, referrals 
and words of encouragement.”

As we celebrate our 25 years of 
community, connection and sup-
port, we invite you to join us at the 
Buddy Walk of Western MA on 
Saturday, October 5,2024 at Stanley 
Park in Westfield, MA. The Buddy 
Walk is a wonderful family-friendly 
community awareness event.  Hun-
dreds of family and friends come 
together to celebrate our loved ones 

with Down syndrome, enjoy some 
food and dancing, and take a stroll 
through the community. The Buddy 
Walk is also our major fundraiser 
for the year.

We are excited to share some of 
the ways that you can join our Bud-
dy Walk family to create a better 
tomorrow:

Become a Buddy Walk Spon-
sor-  We offer many ways to recog-
nize your contribution to the Buddy 
Walk.   

Become an in-kind Donor-
Donate a raffle item- 
Create a Team- round up your 

family, friends and coworkers, cre-
ate a team and join us for the walk. 

Volunteer - your help is always 
appreciated.  

To learn more, please visit our 
website: https://www.downsyn-
dromewm  

We look forward to your partic-
ipation and support in making this 
year’s Buddy Walk a memorable 
and impactful event.  Together, we 
can make a difference in our com-
munity. # BestBuddyWalkYet!

Buddy Walk of Western Mass takes place Oct. 5 Hampden Senior
Center Fall Trips

HAMPDEN - The following senior trips are made avail-
able through the Hampden Senior Center. A minimum of 
40 travelers are needed for any trip to run. All prices in-
clude a driver’s tip. Flyers are available at the senior center 
on Allen Street. Coach seat assigned as your $20 deposit is 
received (unless otherwise noted).

Please write a separate check to Bobbi for each trip; 
note trip name in the check memo.

AUG. 26, Mon – Newport Playhouse  ”Nunsense: 
A Musical”; Delicious buffet lunch, Show and Cabaret; 
$125pp. Full Payment Deadline Aug. 7.

OCT. 23, Wed - Fall Foliage Trip – American Heritage 
Museum in Hudson, MA; Lunch @ O’Connor’s Restaurant 
(menu choice on flyer) in Worcester; Wine Tasting @ Hard-
wick Vineyard & Winery; $135pp. Full Payment Deadline 
Oct. 3.

NOV. 11, Mon– Radio City Music Hall for Rockettes 
Matinee Christmas Show, orchestra section 103, closest to 
lobby concessions & exits; coach, orchestra tickets, choices 
for lunch @ Carmine’s on W 44th St (Times Sq) $263/pp. 
Full Payment Deadline Oct. 6.

DEC. 11, Wed - Aqua Turf show “Deck the Halls Christ-
mas” w Buddy Holly & Elvis (his 2nd cousin); family-style 
Lunch; $131pp. Full Payment Deadline Nov. 20.

Flyers available @ the Senior Center or via email. Ques-
tions call 413-566-8271 or email bobbijg2@charter.net.
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SPORTS
Falcons defeated in quarterfinals

WILBRAHAM – The Wilbraham 
A girls summer soccer team wrapped 
up its season. After a game on July 26 
against Ludlow, the girls immediate-
ly went to the playoffs with the No. 
5 seed and faced off with Enfield on 
their home turf. Enfield would score 
a 1-0 win over Wilbraham to advance 
in the playoffs. Wilbraham girls soc-
cer now looks forward to another 
successful season of Minnechaug 
soccer this fall.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Addison Derosia makes her way up the field.

Katelyn Hoar sends a quick pass away. Ainsley Holden looks to make her next move.

Kelly Cronin 
looks to keep 
possession of 
the ball.

Makenna Sacco 
navigates 

through traffic.

MONSON – Facing 
the higher-seeded Monson 
Mustangs last Monday in 
the PVSSL Women’s Di-
vision quarterfinals, Here 
for Beer scored a 4-3 up-
set at Rogers Field. They 
would make it all the way 
to the finals before falling 
to the Lusitano Women 
last Friday night. High-
lights from that matchup 
will be in next week’s edi-
tion. 

Here 
for Beer 

scores 
upset

Mackenzie Shean, of Agawam, fights to keep the ball. Joanna Mull, of Belchertown, makes her way up the field.

Gwen Duggan, 
of Palmer, looks 
to get around a 
Monson player.

Paige Marjanski, of 
South Hadley goes 
for the header.

Kelly Callahan, 
of Monson, 
punts the 
ball away.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com
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Heat falls in 
semifinals

CHICOPEE – Last Wednesday evening, the Heat, 
which features players from throughout the region, fell 
in the semifinals to Luistano Women in the Women’s Di-
vision playoffs of the PVSSL 3-1. 

Emily Ottomaniello, of Agawam, makes her way up the 
field for the Heat.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Kassandra Liquori sends a pass away.Samara Robles looks to make a save in goal.

T-Birds sign three 
for upcoming 
season

SPRINGFIELD — The Springfield Thunderbirds 
announced today that they have signed goaltender Cam 
Johnson, as well as forwards Tarun Fizer and Reece 
Newkirk, to one-year AHL contracts.

Johnson, 30, has been the backstop for each of the 
Florida Everblades’ three consecutive Kelly Cup cham-
pionships. In 63 career playoff games in the ECHL, 
Johnson has a sparkling 47-13-3 record, 11 shutouts, a 
1.97 goals-against average, and a .928 save percentage. 
He was the June M. Kelly Award winner as ECHL play-
off MVP in 2022 and 2023. The former University of 
North Dakota National Champion also has 53 games of 
AHL experience with the Binghamton Devils and Cleve-
land Monsters.

Fizer, 23, is entering his third full professional season. 
As a rookie with the ECHL’s Utah Grizzlies in 2022-23, 
the Chestermere, AB native scored 50 points (27g, 23a) 
in 62 games. Last season, he skated in 30 games for the 
Belleville Senators, posting two goals and three assists. 
He also chipped in 10 points (4g, 6a) in 10 games for 
the ECHL’s Allen Americans. Before turning pro, Fizer 
skated in five WHL seasons for the Victoria Royals. In 
2021-22, he captained the Royals and put up 51 points 
(17g, 34a) in just 35 games.

Newkirk, 23, is set to begin his fourth professional 
season. Originally a fifth-round pick by the New York 
Islanders in the 2019 NHL Draft, Newkirk has skated 
in 45 AHL games with Bridgeport, putting up 10 points 
(2g, 8a). In 102 ECHL games with the Worcester Railers, 
the Moose Jaw, SK native has 78 points (37g, 41). Before 
turning pro, Newkirk starred with the WHL’s Portland 
Winterhawks, where he accumulated 162 points (69g, 
93a) in 205 games. 

Barnett 
leads way at 
Thompson 
Speedway

THOMPSON, CT — Although early rains made for 
a shortened practice schedule on Thursday, Thompson 
Speedway lit-up the night for the final round of Thurs-
day Night Thunder this season. Dominance was the 
word to describe Thursday’s racing action at Thompson 
Speedway with the night starting off under the command 
of the fan-favorite Street Stock class. Former multi-time 
track champion ‘Leadfoot’ Larry Barnett led the 20-lap 
main event for the Street Stocks from the drop of the 
green flag to the twin checkered flags for his first win 
of the season. While ‘Leadfoot’ dominated up front, 
all eyes were on Ryan Waterman as he charged from 
eighth-place to third in the fast-paced feature event.

The dominance continued in the AZ Roofing SK 
Light Modified ranks. While Nick Hovey led from the 
point, point leader Tyler Chapman came to the front for 
a side-by-side battle with plenty of sparks. Chapman 
would pull up bumper to bumper before getting loose on 
the outside groove again and again, finally getting just 
the right push off to claim his fourth win of the year over 
Hovey and Meghan Fuller.

The Mini Stock showcase saw one of the fiercest bat-
tles of the night between defending champion and point 
leader Jarred Roy and Ryan Pomposelli. The two fought 
tooth and nail across the 0.625-mile Thompson Speed-
way with Roy making his final pass with just two laps 
remaining to claim his fourth win of the year with Pom-
poselli taking second and Kevin Moore turning around a 
tough-luck season for third.

The growing Thompson Sunoco Modified division 
was once again under the control of young Jon Puleo. 
The Mr. Rooter Plumbing machine was on rails for the 
Twisted Tea Midsummer 50-lap main event on Thurs-
day with the young-gun never leaving the lead position. 
Puleo took down his third win of the season followed 
by Keith Rocco and leading rookie Isaiah Newcomb at 
the line.

The Late Models rounded out Thursday’s showcase. 
A final show of dominance saw former Late Model track 
champion Brian Tagg lead all 25-laps on the field for 
his first win at Thompson Speedway this season with 
defending track champion Nick Johnson coming home 
second followed by Kulwicki Driver Development Pro-
gram (KDDP) finalist Derek Gluchacki in third.

Thompson Speedway returns to Wednesday night 
racing action in less than two weeks on Wednesday, Au-
gust 7 for the Tripoint Showdown 50-lap main event for 
the Thompson Sunoco Modifieds. The Late Models, AZ 
Roofing SK Light Modifieds, Street Stocks and Mini 
Stocks make it a five division card with a 6:00pm Post 
Time on Wednesday, August 7.

For more information about the American-Canadian 
Tour, contact the ACT offices at (802) 244-6963, me-
dia@acttour.com, or visit www.acttour.com.   You can 
also get updates on Facebook and Twitter at @ACTTour.

For technical information concerning all PASS divi-
sions, and for media or marketing questions, please con-
tact passracing@roadrunner.com or visit www.proall-
starsseries.com. Don’t forget to “Like” the Pro All Stars 
Series on Facebook or follow on Twitter @PASSSLM14 
to keep up with breaking news as it happens.

Quabbin League 
seeking to start 
fall league

The Quabbin Valley Over-28 Baseball League is 
looking to start an eight-game fall program for the 
over-28 population. The league, which plays a spring/
summer regular season with six teams for 15 games 
followed by playoffs, is hoping to continue the fun 
into the fall with a short eight-game schedule for in-
terested players.

Preliminary details are still being worked on, but 
the league is looking to have four teams with six “reg-
ular season” games followed by a semifinal in the sev-
enth week, and a final/consolation game in the eighth 
week.

The league will be a bit more informal than the 
regular spring/summer league with the goal being for 
players to have fun playing more baseball, work on 
field and batting skills through more innings in the 
field and extra at-bats, or potentially working on or 
trying out pitching.

As has been traditional in other fall leagues, the 
Quabbin League will likely be wood-bat only for the 
fall.

There is an interest form and survey interested 
players can fill out at www.quabbinvalleybaseball.
org. The league is open to all current Quabbin league 
players as well as players from other leagues who are 
age 28 and over during the calendar year of 2024. 

The league will look to keep the cost very low for 
the league with preliminary indications having the 
league in the $40-50 range to play eight games.

Games will likely be held in the West Springfield, 
Agawam, Southwick area and are likely to be held on 
Sunday mornings, though a few games may be held 
at alternate times. Games are scheduled to begin in 
September after Labor Day.

$12.50
Each

Purchase a photo that recently ran in 
one of our publications.

Go to newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request

Digital Photos
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Public Notices
WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit
www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all 
notices to
notices@turley.com1
Access archives and
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.2
Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.3 Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.
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SENIORS

HAMPDEN – The following programs 
will occur at the senior center on Allen 
Street in the coming weeks.

August Pop Up Boutique – It’s Time to 
Shop!

Whether you want to get an early start 
with your holiday shopping or you’re just 
looking for a bargain, you can shop the 
whole month of August right here, at the 
Hampden Senior Center!

Boutique Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday, 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Thursday, 9 a.m. to Noon
We are still accepting donations of new 

and gently used clothing & accessories, 
jewelry, shoes, home décor, household 
items, books, and puzzles. Due to space 
constraints, we are unable to accept large 
items. If you have any questions regarding 
donations, please call the Senior Center be-
fore bringing your items in. All proceeds for 
sale will benefit the Hampden Senior Center 
Building Expansion Fund.

Save the Date:
Friends of Hampden Senior Citizens Tag 

Sale, Saturday, Sept. 7 from 9 a.m. to Noon.
HELP US STOCK OUR SHELVES 

with Liquid Dishwashing Soap!
Thank you to those who donated disin-

fecting wipes last month. Every month we 
will target a different item to help fill our 
shelves to provide non-food items to SNAP 
recipients.

MOVIE SCHEDULE:  Mondays at 
12:30 p.m.

8/12  -  Megan Leavey, PG-13, Action/
Biography/Drama

8/19  -  Queen Pins, R, Comedy/Crime
8/26  -  13 Going on 30, PG-13, Come-

dy/Fantasy/Romance

Grab and Go Dinner
Friday, Aug. 30, pick up is 2 p.m. to 2:30 

p.m.
Enjoy a delicious dinner of Sausage, 

Peppers & Onions Grinder, Pasta Salad, and 
Dessert

Cost is $5 per person. Please call 566-
5588 starting July 1st to order your dinner

Learn to Play the Recorder with Sue
Ongoing weekly classes, Mondays, 

12:30 pm to 1:00 pm
Our Ukulele Instructor, Susan Mc Hand 

would like to share her love of playing the 

Recorder.
Cost is $3 per class for a half-hour les-

son, paid to the instructor. Recorders can be 
purchased for $10. Please let us know if you 
need to purchase an instrument when sign-
ing up for the class. 

Please call 566-5588 to reserve your 
spot, and instrument if needed. Space is 
limited.

Learn to Play the Ukulele with Sue Ac-
cepting new students

All Ukulele students will meet:
Mondays, 1:15 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Any new Recorder or Ukulele students 

will meet:
Mondays, 2:30 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Cost is $5 per class, paid to the instruc-

tor. 
Starting in September, Sue will offer a 

10-week session, from Sept. 9 through Nov. 
25.

Cost is $50 paid in full for the 10-week 
session and receive two free classes, or 
$6.00 per class – call ahead for availability. 
Please call 566-5588 to reserve your spot. 
Space is limited.

 “African Drumming” with Jason” 
Is taking a break in August and begin-

ning a new 12-week session, from Sept. 6 
through Nov. 22. Accepting New Students.

Fridays, 2:15 p.m. to 3:15 p.m.
Cost is $60 paid in full for the 12-week 

session and receive two free classes, or $6 
per class – call ahead for availability. Please 
call 566-5588 to reserve your spot. Space is 
limited.

LET’S JAM!
We are looking to get a group of mu-

sically inclined people together to start a 
weekly jam session this Fall.

Let us know if you would be interested 
in joining a group in a casual, laid-back, but 
fun setting to share your talent with good 
company.

Please call 566-5588 so that we can start 
a list of anyone who would like to JAM! Let 
us know what your musical talent is.

D & R Summer Farm Share – 
PICK-UP is on:

Wednesdays, Aug. 14, 21 and 28. 
D & R FARM offers fresh produce 

weekly, FREE with SNAP/HIP if you qual-
ify!  

If you do not qualify for SNAP/HIP 
you may purchase a share for $40 cash per 
month. 

New applications for Summer Farm 
Share are required. 

Contact Wendy if you haven’t submitted 
your application. 

Shares are limited. Please call Wendy at 
566-5588 or email outreach@hampdenma.
gov to sign up. 

Please let us know if you need your 
shares delivered. 

Save these dates:
Friday, Sept. 13 at 12:30 p.m.,

Beekeeper Sue Kendrick will be here to 
talk about beekeeping, honey and more!

Thursday, Sept. 19 at Noon,
Grandparents Luncheon followed by 

BINGO with Boomer and the Springfield 
Thunderbirds

Evening Programs in September:
Trees Downsize in Autumn…  YOU 

CAN TOO!!
Come and learn how to live an organized 

life that doesn’t involve constant mainte-
nance with special guest: 

Bonnie Borromeo Tomlinson
on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Bonnie is the author of:
STOP BUYING BINS & other blunt but 

practical advice from a home organizer
STOP PUSHING PERFECTION & just 

create a home you can actually keep neat
This program is FREE. Books will be 

available to purchase at no obligation.
Enjoy a glass of wine and light refresh-

ments while you’re here. Please call 566-
5588 to reserve your seat.

Space is limited. Sponsored by Friends 
of Hampden Senior Citizens.

Intro Class for “African Drumming” 
with Jason

Don’t miss out on this amazing oppor-
tunity to be part of something new and in-
vigorating, discovering great benefits for the 
body and soul!

Tuesday, Sept. 17, 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
This introductory class is FREE. Please 

call 566-5588 to reserve your spot.
We have a limited number of drums. 

Preference will be given to new students 
on a first come, first serve basis for the use 
of a drum. All are welcome to observe. If 
you have a drum, please feel free to bring 

your own, but still call to reserve your spot. 
Space is limited.

Sponsored by Friends of Hampden Se-
nior Citizens

Ready to start feeling better? Needing a 
clearer mind and body? Come and join us 
for a Crystal Bowl Sound Healing Medita-
tion, led by Chantal.

Tuesday, Sept. 24, 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Past and recent participants stated they 

experienced:
Increased energy and overall sense of 

relaxation • Release of pain and tension • 
Increased focus and ability to concentrate 
• Deep sleep and feeling well-rested upon 
rising • And much, much more!

No prior knowledge of meditation is 
needed! Just sit or lay down, enjoy, and 
R-E-L-A-X!

Chantal is co-owner and manager of 
Nirvana Spa and Wellness in Somers, Con-
necticut.

Please bring a yoga mat or zero-gravity 
chair if you have one, a pillow, a blanket, 
and a water bottle.

The cost of this program is $10 per per-
son. Please call 566-5588 to reserve your 
spot. Space is limited

All Levels Yoga with Lisa Zizza
5-week session

Thursdays, 6 p.m. to 7 p.m., beginning 
Sept. 19 through Oct. 24.

Please bring a yoga mat and a water bot-
tle. Dress comfortably and stay hydrated!

Cost is $25 paid in full for the 5-week 
session and receive one free class, or

$6 per class - call ahead for availability. 
Please call 566-5588 to reserve your spot. 
Space is limited.

Basic Beginner Drawing
with Joyce Belliveau 

3-week session
Thursdays, 6 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., begin-

ning Sept. 26 through Oct. 10.
Come and discover your inner artistic 

abilities.
All supplies will be provided. Bring 

yourself and enjoy!
Cost is $20 paid in full for the 3-week 

session.
Please call 566-5588 to reserve your 

spot. Space is limited.

Monthly Highlights for August at the Hampden Senior Center:

By Colleen Chesky

WILBRAHAM - At Soule Road 
School fifth graders have been 
learning how to make visual mod-
els based on what they have learned 
about in science class. The Soule 
Road School family agrees that a 
great way to learn is for students to 
demonstrate the concepts they’ve 
learned visually. In science class, 
our beloved teacher, Mrs. DeMarey 
has taught us about the process of 
photosynthesis. She had assigned the 
students partners so they can create 
their own visual model of the pro-
cess of photosynthesis. She provided 
us with key elements of the process 

that we had to include in our mod-
el. Along with that, she provided us 
with an uncountable amount of sup-
plies we could use. From cardboard 
to glitter, she gave us everything we 
needed. When the students had fin-
ished their models, the projects were 
soon shown on display for the com-
munity to see. Everyone was able to 
see how plants process sunlight and 
produce their own food and oxygen 
for us through this process.

Ms. Mistalski, one of the amaz-
ing fifth grade teachers at Soule 
Road, has taught her class about 
ecosystems. She asked the students 
to pick one type of ecosystem and 
write an essay about it, including a 

description of the ecosystem, the 
living and nonliving things that in-
teract within it, and a food chain or 
web. To go along with the essay, she 
asked the students to create a model 
of their ecosystem at home. Students 
collected all types of materials and 
got to work. At the end of the month, 
students brought in their projects to 
share. The class presented their mod-
els and important parts of their essay 
to three other classes.

Fifth graders at Soule Road have 
been so busy working in science. 
They have learned so much from 
their teachers, in addition to their 
projects and visual models that have 
reinforced their learning.

Science at SouleScience at Soule

Photos courtesy of Cheryl Erskine
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3-WHEEL SCOOTER, Space Sav-
er Plus–3 Premier, stylish, powerful, 
maintenance-free, cushioned seat w/
arms, basket & manuals. Easy assem-
bly for travel. 413-335-9116.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

ESTATE SALE
ESTATE SALE
Aug 10 & 11

786 Old North Road, 
Worthington

8am -3pm both days

TAG SALE
AUG. 10 & 11, 8AM-1PM. 17 
Church Road, Hungtinton. Entire 
contents of house. Huge selection of 
items - come see!

FIREWOOD
BUNDLES - KILN DRIED

 FIREWOOD

Only $5 per bundle!
  Pick up at Kibbe’s Firewood

229 Somers Rd, 
Hampden MA 01036

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00

Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for 

outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY
2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

SLISKI QUALITY 
WINDOWS

Vinyl replacement and new con-
struction, Energy Star, made by 
Mercury Excelum, local manu-
facturer. Installation. 

Call 413-221-5373.

ELECTRICIAN

EXCAVATING
COMPLETE SITE WORK. Resi-
dential and commercial. Specializing 
in Title 5 septic repair and installation. 
Lussier Excavating, 774-696-
1292. email: gigluss@mail.com

MINI EXCAVATOR FOR HIRE. 
Fully operated. Shrub removal, elec-
trical trenches, drainage work. Minor 
demolition. Licensed and insured. Call 
413-315-1614.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
 SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, 
roofing and siding contractor. Tim 
413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOUSE 
CLEANING

HIRE A HOUSE CLEANER to 
clean your home. Call Jean (413) 
324-2099.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE

 Excavator Services
Overgrown property?

Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal

Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand

Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal

Insured
 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

J.S. RAGONA LANDSCAPING 

Mowing - Mulching - Planting Small 
Shrubs & Tree Trimming, Removal 
Brush Hauling - Spring/Fall Clean-ups. 
(413)786-6184

 MATT GUERTIN
 LANDSCAPING

Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation

Hedge trimming/mulching
Custom edging/stone work

 For more services visit 
mattguertinlandscaping.com

Call or text 413-266-9975
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Residential removal of trees, 
Free estimates, Fully insured W/Work-
man’s Comp. Remove them before the 
wind takes them down. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

FOR SALE SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jew-
elry, Toys, Games, coins, ster-
ling, Glassware, Silver-plated 
items, watches, Musical in-
struments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitch-
enware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, 
books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, 
and more Donald Roy (860) 
874-8396

WANTED

Retro World
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A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

Advertise your home 
improvement services 

in our classifieds.
We get results!

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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PART-TIME CONCRETE FIN-
ISHER. Driver’s license preferred. 
Retirees welcome. Call Mo 413-244-
5520.

PIONEER VALLEY 
TRANSIT AUTHORITY 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

Do You Want a Career and Not Just a 
Job? We have a variety of rewarding 
career options with opportunities for 
personal and professional growth. If 
you want to be part of a forward-think-
ing organization that helps drive the 
region, we have the opportunity you 
have been looking for. Current Career 
Opportunities are available at our vari-
ous locations throughout the area.    
Springfield:
• Senior Accountant
• Mobility Manager
• Travel Trainer
• Accountant Assistant
• Mechanic
• Paratransit Van drivers
• Paratransit Bus Washer/Fueler
• Shuttle Bus Driver (CDL Required)
• Quabog Connector Van Driver/Bus 

Driver (CDL Required)
• Bus Operators (Full-time, 
 CDL Preferred, but will train) *
Amherst:
• UMass Transit Driver (must be a 

UMass Student)
Northamtpon:
• Bus Operators (Part-time & 
 Full-time, CDL Required)

*If you already have your CDL with 
Passenger Endorsement and no Air-
brake Restriction, kick-start your new 
career today. If you do not have a CDL, 
but currently hold a Class D license 
and would like to be considered for our 
CDL Training Program, we want to hear 
from you.
Please explore these positions on our 
website Careers page at www.pvta.
com. Follow the instructions for apply-
ing for the position you are interested 
in. You can either upload your resume 
or complete a simple online question-
naire via our website. Feel free to call 
our job line at (413) 266-3838  for 
additional information. We look forward 
to hearing from you. EEO/DF

PIONEER VALLEY 
TRANSIT AUTHORITY 
SENIOR ACCOUNTANT

PVTA is seeking a full-time Senior 
Accountant to manage the general 
accounting and trial balance functions. 
This position will assist with the imple-
menting all accounting systems follow-
ing accounting control procedures, and 
ensure that all related supporting doc-
umentation is processed accordingly. 
Must have at least 5 years of hands-on 
accounting experience in a General 
Accountant or Controller role and be 
proficient with Excel and various ac-
counting software applications. Normal 
schedule is M-F, 9 a.m. -5 p.m., with 
occasional evenings. Salary is $1,538- 
$1,730/week depending on experi-
ence with excellent benefits package 
including health, dental, 457b, and 
defined pension. Please review qual-
ification and job requirements under 
Careers at www.pvta.com. Please 
upload cover letter and resume via our 
website or email to humanresourc-
es@pvtransit.com. EEO/DF.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

FIRST FLOOR, 1-bedroom, fur-
nished apt in Hampden, Mass. 
No smokers/no pets. $225/week. 
$450/1st, $450/15th. References, se-
curity/first/last. For more information, 
413-317-3561.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED REAL ESTATE

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24P1620EA
Estate of: 

Marion L Cilley
Date of Death: 06/27/2024

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate  of  Wi l l  wi th 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Paul A Cilley of 
Belchertown, MA  request-
ing that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests 
that:  Paul A Cilley of 
B e l c h e r t ow n ,  M A  b e 
appo in ted  a s  Pe r sona l 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right 

to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have a 
right to object to this pro-
ceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a 
written appearance and 
objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 08/29/2024. 
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance and objection 
if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represen-
tative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 

required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are 
entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may 
petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the 
estate, including the dis-
tribution of assets and 
expenses of administration

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: August 01, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani, 
Register of Probate

08/08/2024

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

WILBRAHAM - The following students 
received Honor Roll status for the Term 
4 marking period at Wilbraham Middle 
School.  Distinguished Honors is all A’s in 
all subjects; Honors is all A’s and/or B’s in 
all subjects.

Distinguished Honors – Grade 8   Peter 
Appleby, Mia Balog, Bryce Beckel, Maxi-
mus Cayo, Joseph Comes, Caroline Euber, 
Nora Fletcher, Mario Garcia, Corrine Gates, 
Nicholas Gencarelli, Eliza Gloss, Madison 
Guertin, Danika Haygood, Daniel Heinold, 
Mason Howard, Kelsey Jennings, Brooke 
Johnson, Genevieve Johnson, David Kim, 
Ashlyn Landry, Peyton Lee, Savannah Lee, 
Dylan Lesure, Adriana Lopez, Yman Ly, 
Dominic Mascaro, Olivia Maserati, Isadora 
Maurice, Clare McMahon, Mylie Mittler, 
Frank Morin, Tess Morrow, Dylan Niznik, 
Liam O’Brien, Youngsun Oh, Kirk Pago-
aga, Madeline Pastore, Owen Petit, Kend-
all Placzek, Brenan Rost, Jillian Rumplik, 
Hailey Scliopou, Ryan Semanie, Lillian 
Sergienko, Alysandra Serju, Sofia Shores, 
Audriana Stasio, Joseph Sullivan, Elliot Syl-
vester, Anna Taylor, Jillian True, Ormandy 
Velazquez, James Wadzinski, Joseph Woy-
towicz.

Honors – Grade 8   Owen Antaya, Rama 
Awkal, Kayden Bain-Purdy, Addison Baldy-
ga, Cole Balog, Taylor Bartosz, Aidan Bean, 
Seth Beebe, Ellianna Brodeur, Nicholas Cap-
en, Jayden Carattini, Annalecia Carlo, Gavyn 

Clark, Irelyn Coffey, Leah Croteau, Nathan-
iel David, Anna Dennis, Ryan Donovan, 
Lucas Ferreira, Emmy Foisy, Chase Folli, 
Devon Fortenberry, Gianna Fusco, Jackson 
Gagner, Mya Gierlich, Hayden Gloss, Park-
er Hoey, Demetrius Holmes, Keira Horne, 
Jeffrey Hurley, Isabella Jimah, Tia Kayrouz, 
Tony Kayrouz, Emma King, Emma Lacoste, 
Rose Langone, William Lapalm, Edwin 
Long, Cameron Lowe, Jacob Luttrell, Ryan 
Mackie, Elijah Mathias, Daizy McDonald, 
Ellie McRobbie, Ryan Mullen, Payton Mur-
ray, Lucy Nolan, Nicholas Nordstrom, Gi-
anna Nowicki, Geoffrey Ohemeng, Tristan 
Oliveira, Gavin O’Neil, Patrick O’Toole, 
Alexis Powers, Lucas Raiche, Noah Ramos, 
Domenic Roach, Caden Russ, Hussein Saleh, 
Benjamin Salvador, Ava Secor, Zachary Sen-
ecal, Arianna Soler, Gabriel Solowinski, Mi-
chael Sullivan, William Szpakowski, Keyan 
Tiderman, Juliana Washington, Calvin Web-
ster, Adelle Williams, Olivia Zheng.

Distinguished Honors – Grade 7   Ted-
dy Acquah, Alison Aucoin, Sireen Awkal, 
Charlotte Beaulieu, Bailey Burgmyer, Benja-
min Butts, Jason Cao, Nolan Carney, Juliana 
Coffey, Ryan Criscitelli, Madelyn D’Amore, 
Nathan Demetri, Sadie Dos Santos, Owen 
Downey, Grace Falzone, Charlotte Fitzger-
ald, Eva Gagliarducci, Aviana Gomez, Nicole 
Grabowski, Teaghan Haluch, Isabel Horne, 
Jackson Hulseberg, Alexandra Jaslanek, Jil-
lian Lajeunesse, Willis Lam, Johanna Lew-

PUBLIC NOTICES

is, Ashley Manning, Joy Mendonca, Louis 
Morin, Ethan Nunlist, Karina Ocampo, Ava 
O’Connor, Owen Piquette, Logan Richard, 
Sierra Rocha, Jackson Rust, Quintis Savi-
engvong, Ian Stratton, Nathaniel Tirabassi, 
Maya Usher, Caitlyn Wetherbe.

Honors – Grade 7   Goudy Abuata, 
Margaret Babbs, Christian Bernardes, Eva 
Breau, Nicholas Bretta, Thomas Brogle, 
Charlotte Castellano, Emilia Connors, 
Anthony Cosimini, Nolan Costello, Oliver 
Cunha, Amelia DePace, Ellen DiNino, 
Kayla Dooley, Liam Doyle, Isabelle Ellis, 
Samantha Engel, Dina Ferrentino, Austin 
Fortune, James Gallagher, Mason Gomez, 
Olivia Goodrow, Yusuf Gunaydin, Elle 
Hersman, Lauren Hoar, Kate Holt, Ted Holt, 
Tyler Hoskinson, Elizabeth Jourdain, Aurora 
Kirton, Kaitlyn Labadorf, Aubrey Lafield, 
Sophie Laliberte, Christie Lang, Daniel 
Lareau, Owen Lucarelle, Rihlan McCarthy, 
Jackson McCullough, Madelyn McNabb, 
Logan Middleton, Charlotte Moses, Michael 
Murray, Cohen Nelson, Sarah O›Connor, 
Brayden Pacifico, Hannah Palmer, Jack 
Parastatidis, Cameron Powers, Megan 
Pronovost, Camden Rodrigues, Colton 
Rogers, Annelyse Roszko, Ava Rowe, 
Mallory Sample, Emmett Shattuck, Liam 
Shattuck, Adrielle Sheridan, Kayla Smith, 
Olivia Spiller, Abigail Stachowicz, William 
Stromwall, Stepan Syrota, Juan Alfonso Ta-
mayo, Nora Tzoumas, Mason Waskiewicz, 
Shannon Wietecha.

Distinguished Honors – Grade 
6      Cassandra Alvarez, Aubrey Appleby, 
Kegan Bailey, Reid Blanchard, Madelyn 
Boudreau, Madeline Britt, Rose Christensen, 
Maggie Comeau, Emery Dyer, Timothy 
Euber, Cody Feit, Oliver Hart, Gavin 
Hisgen, Jasper Hulseberg, McKinley Jaeger, 
Nicholas Kennedy, Bree Kiernan, Delaney 
Kinsman, Madeline Lee, Julia Magee, 
Sophia Mazzaferro, Vivian McIntyre, 

Joseph Montano, Maeghan Morris, Andrew 
Mullen, Emily Mumper, Mia Newman, 
Desmond O›Brien, Sunmi Oh, Michelle 
Ohemeng, Mya Pafumi, Abigail Patterson, 
Logan Pryor, Garrett Roberts, Alexan 
Robles-Blasenak, Grace Romano, Greta 
Rust, Natalia Savlick, Jamie Scliopou, 
Hayden Senft, Jackson Shanley, Louise 
Shaughnessey, Katelyn Sheehan, Madelyn 
Smith, Jessica Soukup, Cole Thomas, Ashley 
Wetherbe, Owen Wright, Kylie Zamorski. 
Honors – Grade 6    Mason Axiotis, Bri-
elle Bailey, Molly Baroni, Dylan Bean, 
Lillian Blair, Dante Bontempi, Alianna 
Brandoli, Colin Broderick, Jack Christo-
fori, Zoey Coburn, Rilynn Conway, Emma 
Cristino, Jacob DeGray, Isabella DePace, 
Leo Deziel, Joseph Dickson, Cooper Dono-
van, Julian Dugan-Costa, Madelynn Easton, 
Maycie Eldridge, Peyton Eusebio, Nora 
Fontaine, Jeremiah Fraser, Martin Garcia, 
Alaina Giombetti, Wyatt Hall, Jada Haqq, 
Gisell Henrichon-Arena, Kareem Ibrahim, 
Yvette Jimah, Jacob Johnson, Rieland Ke-
arney, Aiden Kirsch, Noah Kirsch, Andrew 
Kmelius, Allie LaCoste, Aiden Larson, 
Chloe Lawless, Jason Lemus, Emma Lewis, 
Camila Long, Adeline Look Jack Madore, 
Siobhan Mahoney, Logan Mangar, Therese 
Mathias, Nevaeh Mercolino, Zahra Minhaj, 
Ryan Minns, Vivian Mirisis, Kristina Mon-
teiro, Sebasti Morales-Garcia, Aubrey Mo-
rin, Radek Muska, Ryan Nichols, Grayson 
Nowakowski, Shana Oguku, Kennady Ray-
mond, Gage Ring, David Roberts, William 
Roberts, Jaxson Rogers, Christopher Roma-
no, Jake Salemi, Peyton Salvat, Epi Sanchez, 
Gianni Senecal, Clara Steele, Violet Straitiff, 
Arianna Sundheim, Maxwell Sylvester, Lu-
cas Tassinari, Alanna Thouin, Marcus Ti-
derman, Samuel Webster, Caitlin Weichsel-
baumer, Carter Witruk, Brenna Woytowicz, 
Emily Zheng.

SCHOOLS

Wilbraham Middle School Term 4 Honor Roll

AMHERST – Approximately 7,000 
students received bachelor’s degrees 
in over 100 majors at the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst’s Undergraduate 
Commencement on May 18, 2024 at the 
McGuirk Alumni Stadium. 

Below is a list of students from your 
area who earned a degree. 

HAMPDEN
Luke Joseph Angelica, Maya Damia-

no, Daniel Michael MacGregor, Gabriella 
Lee Ofcarcik and Kelsey Jenna Sheehan

WILBRAHAM
April Mae Beston, Jackson Ari 

Bloomfield, Julia Grace Britton, Ji Cao, 
Richie Chau, Iain James Ferreira, Olivia 
Ashley Ferreira, Jaehee Lee, Jaeyoung 
Lee, Janan Kamlesh Patel, Paul L Tassi-
nariand Haley Wakeman Vaitses

Local Students Receive Bachelor’s
Degrees from UMass Amherst
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PET OF THE MONTH
Meet Misty Rose!Meet Misty Rose!

She is a 1 year old Cavachon. 
She is a sweet, smart & happy, little girl 

that loves everyone she meets. 
She loves playing ball, wrestling with her 
sister, Honey Bun and helping take care 
of her 2 senior siblings, KD and Molly. 
Her favorite time of the day is getting 
to go on the big bed and snuggle with 

Mom, Dad and her sisters. 
Misty Rose lives with 

RoseMarie & Charles Laramee in Ludlow.

• Day Care 
• Boarding                         
 Web Cams  
 Air Conditioning
 Large Indoor/
 Outdoor 
 Accommodations
 Playtime Available- 
 fenced in 1/4 acre lot

141 Porter Road
East Longmeadow MA

413-525-3532

Po
rt

er 
Road Pet Care

Boarding . Day Care .
 Gr

oo

mi
ng

 

Porter Road Pet Care

www.porterroadpetcare.com

Save $5
on Daycare, 
Grooming 

or Boarding 
Services

Limit 1 coupon per pet.
Expires 7/31/24

• SPA Services 
   Available
 Bathing
 Haircuts
 Maincures

ELDOTC
East Longmeadow Dog

Obedience Training Club
Classes held at 

546 Main Street, Hampden, MA
Classes held every Monday-Thursday evenings

We Teach You How to Train Your Dog!

Facebook.com/eastlongmeadowdogobedience

Obedience Training - 
Beginner to Utility

For Information or to Register
Call (413) 355-0553

eastlongmeadowdogobedience.com

Start Your 
Puppy or Rescue 
Off Right With 

Obedience Training 
at ELDOTC!

Wilbraham Animal Hospital
2424 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

413.596.8395
wilbrahamanimalhospital.com

East Springfield Veterinary Hospital
525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA
413.739.6389 • esvhospital.com
(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291)

Open Evenings & Saturdays

WILBRAHAM
Animal Hospital

Andrew R. Hersman, DVM
Lynn Dgetluck, DVM 

William D. Anderson, DVM
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM

Denise Chiminiello, DVM
Leah Guidry, DVM

Madison Harris, DVM
Nicholas Schipper, DVM

Now Accepting
New Patients!

We all know that dogs enjoy a good belly rub 
now and then. It may even be something that they 
look forward to as some dogs are known to turn 
onto their back near you indicating that they want 
their belly rubbed. The reasoning behind this be-
havior is interesting, and it may be something you 
did not know before. 

1. It feels good - Dogs love belly rubs because 
it feels good. Giving your dog a belly rub feels 
enjoyable and calming. It shows that they feel 
safe by you touching an area that dogs will 
usually only show as an act of submission if they 
feel overpowered. It is basically like a massage 
for your dog and rubbing their belly can release 
the happiness hormone, serotonin which helps to 
improve their mood. 

 2. Stimulating hair follicles - The hair folli-
cles on a dog’s stomach are sensitive. By rubbing 
them, you are stimulating a relaxing experience 

for your dog. Various nerves are located near your 
dog’s belly and by rubbing those areas your dog is 
getting massaged and a form of grooming. 

 3. Comfort - Most dogs love their owners, 
and better yet, they love getting attention from 
you. If your dog sees that you enjoy rubbing your 
belly and that it is one of the best ways to get your 
attention, then your dog will repeat this behav-
ior several times throughout the day to feel your 
comfort. 

 4. Submission - If you have ever scolded 
your dog for doing something naughty, or if you 
have walked in on your dog doing something they 
shouldn’t, your dog’s first reaction may be to roll 
over onto their back and show their belly. If you 
try to go near them or touch them, they may sim-
ply roll back over or move away from your touch-
es. This can indicate that your dog does not want 
a rub, but they are rather showing you can act of 

submission and that they do not want any trouble 
from what they did wrong. 

5. Grooming - When a puppy is born, their 
mother will clean them up by licking their stom-
achs and body to clean them. This is typically a 
puppy’s first bonding interaction with its mother. 
Grooming is a comfortable and loving interaction. 
When you rub their belly or any other area like 
behind their ears, they are taken back to a mem-
ory when they felt safe and comforted by their 
mother’s touch. 

6. Making social connections - Dogs are 
social creatures that thrive on attention, love, 
and care. Dogs can see how much you may like 
rubbing their belly and ogling over how cute they 
look in that position. This sparks a social response 
in dogs, and they feel that lying on their backs 
will get a response out of you to rub and cuddle 
them. 

Six Common Reasons Why Dogs Like Belly Rubs So Much? 

READERS! 
Send in your pet picture for our “Pet of the Month” 
and receive a free weekend get-away or spa package for 
your pet courtesy of Porter Road Pet Care. 
Email your photos to:  jwalker@turley.com. 
Please include your name and your pet’s name.

PET PAGEPET PAGE

Private & 
Small Group 

Classes Available

– AKC Certified –

413-246-0859

OBEDIENCE FOR DOGS 
OVER 6 MONTHS OF AGE 

Open Group - No Commitment - 
Come As Often As Needed.

Wednesday Evenings 6-7pm 
on the Grass Common in front of 
the Belchertown Day School at 
90 Front Street, Belchertown.
Learn Training, Pointers, 

Obedience & Handling Techniques.
Only $20 per dog/per class

NEW CLASS!


