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Hampden Senior

Center hosts _
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By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

HAMPDEN - The se-
nior center hosted a Summer
Luncheon along with an Ice
Cream Social with musical
guest Rick Gilday on July 17.

On the lunch menu for the
senior center was an assort-
ment of beans, potato salad,
and a sloppy joe. Attendees
were also able to enjoy some
ice cream for dessert at an
ice cream bar, sponsored by

Vantage Health and Rehab of
Hampden.

Tina Doran, program and
volunteer coordinator at the
senior center, spoke about
the luncheon, and would like
to give her heartfelt thanks to
Gilday for performing and
Vantage for sponsoring the
ice cream bar.

“It’s just a fun thing to do,
who doesn’t love ice cream?
So, if we have somebody
sponsoring it where people
don’t have to pay for it, it’s

a nice thing to do for some-
one.” Doran said.

Attending the luncheon
was Sue Driscoll, who came
to the lunch to interact with
her friends and neighbors.

“It’s good socialization
for people. And it provides
varying interests for differ-
ent groups. So there’s some-
thing here to fit everybody,”
Driscoll said.

The senior center also had
a very special guest attending
the luncheon: State Sen. Jake

(L-R) Chris Sterritt, Ann Bagge,

John Plaster and John Bagge join

. State Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow)
at their table for ice cream.

Oliveira (D-Ludlow), who
was here for a visit along
with working with the senior
center on their Healthy In-
centives Program.

“Well, part of the reason
is that we really enjoy going
to the various different se-
nior centers within the dis-
trict. In fact, my office hosts
office hours once a month,
right here at the senior cen-
ter. So, Jen from my staff,

Please see LUNCHEON,

page 9

Declaration of
Independence
presentation held

By Harold Anderson
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - Around
20 people were gathered in
the Brooks Room at the Wil-
braham Public Library on
Saturday, July 25 to hear Rich
Howell, a lifelong Wilbraham
resident who has spent nearly
four decades as a historical
researcher and 23 years as a
reenactor, give a presentation
about the people, historical
background and events lead-
ing up to a pivotal part of
American history, the signing
of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence.

The nearly two-hour pre-
sentation entitled “The Dec-
laration of Independence:
Origins, Text and Meaning”
was the latest in a long-stand-
ing collaboration between the
Old Meeting House Museum
and the Wilbraham Public Li-
brary.

Emilie Lang, Adult Ser-
vices Librarian at the Library,
remarked on how pleased they
were with this collaboration.

Please see DECLARATION,
page 5

Turley photo by Harold Anderson
Rich Howell performs his
dramatic reading of the
Declaration of Independence
at Crane Park.

Boards
discuss
interim
plan for
WMS

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The Se-
lect Board and Hampden Se-
lectboard held a joint meeting
to discuss an interim plan for
Wilbraham Middle School on
July 23.

Select Board Chair Marc
Ducey explained the board
wanted to hear Hampden’s
perspective on the questions
sent to them.

“We too have some con-
cerns with the regional agree-
ment. It was mainly the fact
that it was all centered around
if we get into the Core pro-
gram, what happens? Our
thought was, what if we don’t
get into the Core program?”’
Ducey said. “And I think the
question isn’t really whether
or not we get into the Core
program. It’s when do we
get to the Core program. But
the question is what happens
in the interim and that didn’t
get addressed in the regional
agreement at all.”

Hampden Selectboard
Chair John Flynn noted how
both boards “were very clear”
about the major concern be-
ing “the children over the next
five to seven years at the mid-
dle school are going to have a
good educational experience
without, honestly, as you said,
we said, breaking the bank, if
you will.”

“Because, if we’re in the
Core program, you’re not
building a brand new pent-
house. You’re maintaining at
a good, safe environment for
education,” Flynn said.

Assistant  Superintendent
for Finance, Operations and

Please see INTERIM PLAN,
page 10

Knights of Columbus 10195 honor first responders

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - The
Knights of Columbus 10195
hosted a special recognition
ceremony on July 21.

The ceremony honored
members of the Wilbraham
Fire Department, Police De-
partment and the Scantic
Valley YMCA.

This was a special cere-
mony the Knights had a part
in, as one of their Knights,
Tom Garvey, faced a heart
attack at the YMCA in April.
YMCA Employee Adam
Krutka found Garvey uncon-
scious and called 911 to the
fire and police departments
to get him to the hospital very
quickly and professionally.

It should also be noted
that 911 dispatchers from the
Wilbraham Regional Emer-
gency Communications Cen-
ter also helped that day in
providing life-saving instruc-
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Tom Garvey stands with the first responders that helped save his life.

tions and vital information.
They were Juliet Brown,
David Squires and Sidney
Shaffer.

Brown was the one who
took the call-provided in-

structions. She has since re-
signed and now works in an-
other field.

Anthony Gentile, the re-
gional dispatcher’s executive
director, praised the team for

their efforts on that day.

“In a critical medical
emergency, every second
counts. The 911 telecommu-
nicators who answered the
initial call from the YMCA

Turley photo by Noelle Hisgen

and began providing life-sav-
ing instructions before any
unit arrived played a vital

Please see FIRST
RESPONDERS, page 8

When life glves you lemons

By Riddhi Patel
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - When
life gives you lemons, make
lemonade and give back to
your community.

A group of six girls - Jay-
lyn, Annabelle, Katie, Emery,
Emma and Maddy - turned a
classic lemonade stand into a
community fundraiser, donat-
ing all of the money earned to
the Wilbraham Public Library
in order to support reading
and give back to the commu-
nity.

The check was presented
to the library on July 10, with
the girls comprising three lo-
cal families coming together
for a good cause: Whitcomb,
Pessolano and Maloney.

The girls had spent a hot
summer day serving free cups
of lemonade while also pro-
viding fresh goods, such as
lettuce or cider donuts, for
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Turley photo by Riddhi Patel

The Wilbraham Public Library received a special donation on

July 10.

sale. By the end of the day,
their hard work and teamwork
had paid off.

Together, they raised
$150, which they donated

all to the Wilbraham Public
Library. Their contribution

Please see DONATION,
page 8

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com
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- Su_
san Burk is gearing up
to take part in this year’s
Jimmy Fund Walk for Da-
na-Farber in Boston on

iconic fundrais-
ing walk supports the Da-
na-Farber Cancer Institute
to support all forms of
adult and pediatric care

Participants can choose
from four different dis-
tance options, which are

e 5K: Starting at Da-

Burk to participate
in Jimmy Fund Walk

* Marathon: Starting in
Hopkinton

The final destination
for the walk is at Boston
Common.

Burk explained this
will be her 35th year tak-
ing part in the event and
shared what inspired her to
participate.

“It’s a combination of
things. The year before I
started, I saw there was a
10-mile walk for multiple
sclerosis, and 1 thought
about Jacqueline Dupre,”
Burk said. “That inspired
me to do that and raise
some funds, and I think
the next year is when I
first heard about the Jim-

na-Farber’s Longwood MY Fund Walk, so it didn’t
Medical Campus really start out so much as
* 10K: Starting in Newton
o Half Marathon: Start- Please see JIMMY
ing in Wellesley FUND, page 3



Page 2

Save our Sign
Fundraiser

HAMPDEN - The S.O.S.
Save Our Sign Fundraiser
will be taking place at the
VFW Post 9397 on Saturday,
Aug. 15, at 3 p.m.

Tickets are $25 at the
door, $20 in advance and $5
for kids under 12.

There will be entertain-
ment with DJ Bob playing
tunes, games, raffles, face
painting and henna tattoos.

Food will be served from
3:30 to 5:30 p.m. and the
menu comprises BBQ Beef
Chicken, Corn on the Cob,
Baked Potato, Burgers, Dogs,
Salads and Desserts.

There will also be a cash
bar and raffle prizes.

All proceeds will go to the
S.0.S. Fund.

An evening
with Paul
Revere at WPL

WILBRAHAM- Michael
Lepage, historical interpreter
and re-enactor, will portray
Paul Revere at the Wilbraham
Public Library on Monday,
Aug. 10 at 6 p.m. Revere’s
name evokes images of the
famous “Midnight Ride” of
April 18-19, 1775. Hear his
story, culminating with that
night in April when he spread
the alarm “to every Middle-
sex village and farm” that the
regulars were coming out!

This free program is open
to all and is sponsored by the
Wilbraham Friends of the Li-
brary. Registration program is
appreciated for planning pur-
poses, but seating is available
on a first come, first served
basis. Sign up at wilbraham-
library.org, or call 413-596-
6141.
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SB approves food operation
license for start-up business

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

WILBRAHAM - The
Select Board heard local res-
ident Michael Branchesi‘s
application request for a
food operation license for his
start-up business “One Eye
Wanda’s Coffee Roasters” on
July 20.

The business is named
after his cat, who was res-
cued after being hit by a car.
The establishment would run
from a current residence at
Three Sandy Court with the
goal of providing fresh, lo-
cal, free trade coffee for the
region.

“l started roasting cof-
fee with my dad,” Branchesi
said. “It was like a hobby for
us to spend more time as I got
older. I ended up adopting a
cat named Wanda, who is the
face of the company.”

Branchesi explained he
intended to use the company
as a means to raise funds for
Thomas J. O’ Connor Animal
Control and Adoption Cen-
ter’s various events.

He also expressed intent
to raise funds for his friend’s
organization the Miracle
League, an adaptive baseball
organization which offers
children and adults with dis-
abilities the chance to play
baseball and get involved
with the local community.

Also, in being the primary
coffee provider for the pro-
gram and wanted to offer a
potential opportunity for pro-
gram participants.

“Hopefully, the long-term
goal is to eventually open up
a cafe to help with special
needs kids to have a place for
them to work at when they
graduate from the Miracle
League,” Branchesi said.

Branchesi intended to
start slow, using it as an op-
portunity to “spend time with

my dad” and to sell mostly
to small farmers’ markets.
Though coffee roasting re-
mains a hobby with him for a
few years, he wanted to start
an official business to share
his passion with others.

For now, the idea is to
roast coffee on-site at his par-
ents’ home.

Vice Chair Sue Bunnell
asked if there would be any
issues with production smell,
given the business would
operate on private residen-
tial property. She cited an
issue reported in East Long-
meadow, where residents
complained about the smells
coming from a local roaster.

Branchesi replied while
production took place “right
in the back of the kitchen,”
there was enough ventilation
fans to push the odor “right
out the back of the window.”

As he works a full-time
job, the roasting would take
place at night.

He stated his parents had
a good relationship with the
neighbors and he didn’t see
any potential complications
scaling the already existing
operations. If there were is-
sues with roasting, he added,
he would be sure complaints
would be addressed “ade-
quately” and emphasized he
didn’t “want to make any-
body not happy.”

“Especially in the place
where you live,” Branchesi
said. “That should be your
home. That’s where you
want to be happy and I don’t
want to ruin anything.”

After Clerk  Michael
Squindo asked if there was
any intent to scale the op-
eration in the future and if
Branchesi saw the business
growing out of the home,
Branchesi reiterated he saw
roasting as a hobby and he
was focused on just hav-
ing something to take to the

farmers’ markets and his ear-
lier points on TJO and Mira-
cle League.

He added there was no
serious intent to grow the
business for now, as he was
working full-time.

“If I ever get to that point,
I would have to get a food
permit license and stuff like
that and obviously we would
talk about getting out of my
parents’ house,” Branchesi
said.

“You’re maintaining the
scale, basically,” Squindo
said to summarize the pitch.
“You’re just looking to for-
malize it.”

Branchesi also mentioned
the home was on a cul-de-sac
and the next-door neighbors
on either side were “50, 60
yards” out from their prop-
erty. The next street was
“100 yards to James Circle”
according to Branchesi and
“about 100 yards straight to
the back right” of the parents’
lot, meaning there would be
little chance of odor pollution
emitting from the back of the
homestead.

“Again, you’re main-
taining the scale, basically,”
Squindo said. “You’re just
looking to formalize it.”

Branchesi affirmed yes
and reiterated the neighbors
were aware.

With the proposal out of
the way, the Select Board
granted application approval
to the young coffee roaster
to operate as “an annual food
establishment” and “residen-
tial kitchen-bakery.”

The status pends on re-
ceipt of all application doc-
uments, fees and a favorable
health inspection.

The vote was unanimous.

“Congratulations,  good
luck to you,” Chair Marc Du-
cey said. ‘“Maybe we’ll see
you back when you expand.”

Honoring Purple Heart Day
in the town of Wilbraham

From the Select Board

WHEREAS Purple Heart
Day is observed annually on
August 7th to commemorate
the establishment of the Pur-
ple Heart medal by General
George Washington in 1782,
recognizing the extraordinary
sacrifice and valor of Ameri-
can service members wound-
ed or killed in action; and

WHEREAS the Purple
Heart is awarded to those
who have been wounded or
killed while serving in the
United States Armed Forces,
serving as a powerful symbol
of courage, resilience, and
the profound cost of defend-
ing our nation’s freedoms;
and

WHEREAS the Town of
Wilbraham, does not have
any residents who are Purple
Heart recipients, and we give
thanks while remaining ever
mindful of the heavy price
paid by others in service to
our country; and

WHEREAS we pause to
honor and remember all Pur-
ple Heart recipients through-

out the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts and across the
United States, with special
reverence for those to whom
the medal was awarded post-
humously, whose ultimate
sacrifice reminds us of the
debt of gratitude we owe to
all who have defended liber-
ty.

NOW, THEREFORE,
The Select Board in the Town
of Wilbraham, Massachu-
setts, does hereby proclaim
August 7th as

Purple Heart Day

in Wilbraham. We call
upon all residents to reflect
on the bravery of our nation’s
wounded and fallen heroes,
to honor their service and
sacrifice, and to support the
veterans and military fam-
ilies in our community and
beyond.

IN WITNESS WHERE-
OF, I have hereunto set my
hand and caused the Seal of
the Town of Wilbraham to be
affixed this August 7th in the
year of Two Thousand Twen-
ty-Six.

Artifacts come out of storage
for ‘Treasures & Trivia’

WILBRAHAM — Join
the Old Meeting House Mu-
seum on Aug. 9, from 2 to 4
p.m., for Treasures & Trivia,
a free afternoon featuring ar-
tifacts not normally on dis-
play, followed by a round of
local history trivia with priz-
es at 3 p.m.

Visitors can see pieces
the museum has preserved
for decades but rarely shows:
Victorian bustle skirts and
hand-beaded bodices, a Civ-
il War sewing kit carried
by a Wilbraham soldier, a
45-star American flag, and
more.

“We have way more in
our collection than we could

ever properly display” said
Lindsey Bourcier, OMH
Marketing Director. “Most
of it lives in boxes in the
storage room, well cared for
but out of sight. This event
is our chance to bring some
of it out. But the trivia is
what people really show up
for... We give out prizes for
the top three, and folks get
pretty competitive about it.
Wilbraham knows its history
and is not shy about proving
it!”

Treasures & Trivia is
free and open to the public.
All ages are welcome. Visit
TheOMH.org for more in-
formation.
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BUYING CR SELLING”
STATUS ADDRESS DESCRIPTION LIST PRICE  SOLD PRICE
TEXT i G UID Ell Tu NEW 20 Ashbrook St., Springfield 7 room, 3 bed, 1f, 1h bath Colonial $399,900
ACT 64 Munsell St., Belchertown 3 room, 1 bed, 1f, Oh bath Ranch, Cottage $310,000
ACT 39 Higher St., Ludlow 6 room, 3 bed, 1f, Oh bath Ranch $385,000
B66-583-4640 ACT 420 Lower Hampden Rd., Monson 9 room, 4 bed, Oh bath Gambrel/Dutch $495,000
ACT 96 Stafford Hollow Rd., Monson 6 room, 4 bed, 3f Oh bath Ranch $625,000
ACT 1030 Pine St., Palmer 9 room, 4 bed, 2f Oh bath Victorian $429,900
y o % WANT TO LEARN MORE PCG 16 Park PI., East Longmeadow 7 room, 2 bed, 1f, 1h bath Bungalow $334,900 A
ﬁ ABOUT A CAREER PCG 53 Hampden Rd., East Longmeadow 5 room, 3 bed, 3f, 1h bath Ranch il $499,000 A
i WITH LANDMARK? UAG 580 Parker St., East Longmeadow 5 room, 2 bed, 1f Oh bath Ranch $450,000
LANDMARK Rt UAG 817 Somers Rd.,East Longmeadow 7 room, 3 bed, 1f Oh bath Ranch $520,000
&ﬁﬁﬁ i i UAG 412 Wilbraham Rd, Hampden 5 room, 3 bed, 1f, Oh bath Ranch $319,900
rE XT E A H E E R UAG 169 Greenacre Ave., Longmeadow 7 room, 3 bed, 1f, 1h bath Colonial $469,900
UAG 28 Brittany Rd, Longmeadow 8 room, 4 bed, 3f, 1h bath Colonial $750,000
Tu B 6 6 - SE 3 4 4 6 4 n UAG 258 Silver Street, Monson 9 room, 3 bed, 2f 1h bath Colonial, Contemporary ~ $599,900
UAG 43 Pine Hill Rd., Springfield East Forest Park, 8 room, 4 bed, 1f 1h bath Cape ~ $339,900
SLD 140 Chestnut St., East Longmeadow 5 room, 3 bed, 1f Oh bath Ranch $314,900 $330,000
SLD 320 Maple St East Longmeadow, 5 room, 2 bed, 1f Oh bath Ranch $320,000 $317,000
SLD 24 Dewey Ave., East Longmeadow 7 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath Colonial %362,000 §360,000
4 P SLD 24 Speight Arden, East Longmeadow 7 room, 4 bed, 2f Oh bath Cape 415,000 $421,000
4 WE’RE LOCA L. SLD 68 Baldwin Dr., Hampden 5 room, 3 bed, 1f Oh bath Ranch $309,900 $309,900
REAL ESTATE WE’RE GLOBAL SLD 161 Raymond Dr., Hampden 7 room, 3 bed, 2f Oh bath Ranch $349,900  $400,000
COMPANIES SLD 185 N. Monson Rd., Hampden 6 room, 3 bed, 2f Oh bath Cape $359,900 $350,000
2 THE WORLD SLD 69 Cherry Ln., Longmeadow 6 room, 3 bed, 2f Oh bath Ranch $599,000 $582,500
SLD 233 Cedar Swamp Rd., Monson 10 room, 3 bed, 2f 1h bath Colonial %430,000 2415,000
SLD 267 Connecticut Springfield, 4 room, 2 bed, 1f Oh bath Cape 262,900 $262,500
CAREER IN REAL Es TATE? SLD 115 Pasadena St., Springfield 6 room, 3 bed, 2f Oh bath Bungalow %274,900 §274,900
“f SLD 77 Fresno St., Springfield 6 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath Victorian 324,900 $332,500
Call Us ordVg:I[t kand(n)nark RE.com SLD 51 Hartford Ter, Springfield E. Forest Park, 7 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath Colonial ~ $374.900  $365,000
and Llick on Lareers SLD 25 Piper Cross Rd., West Springfield 5 room, 2 bed, 1f 1h bath Ranch $321,000 $255,000
HIRING ASSOCIATES SLD 7 Brewster Rd., West Springfield 8 room, 4 bed, 2f Oh bath Cape $600,000  $590,000
FOR OFFICES IN: SLD 19 Overlook Dr., Wilbraham, 9 room, 4 bed, 3f 1h bath Colonial $637,900 $655,000
Wilbraham, East Longmeadow, MULTI FAMILY LISTINGS
UEMER, EE R ACT 2 Green St, Palmer 8 unit, 32 total rooms, 16 total bedrooms 5-9 Family $929,000
CTG  3145-3147 High St., Palmer 2 unit, 10 total rooms, 4 total bedrooms 2 Family ~ $299,900
COMMERCIAL LISTINGS
ACT 2 Green St, Palmer 8 unit, 32 total rooms, 16 total bedrooms 5-9 Family $929,000
AR Search LandmarkRE.com For All Listings In Western MA
Dawn Rodgers Nick Ferrara Kathy Esser Sue Rheaume
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Wilbraham’s Jen Nowak installed as GFWC
Treasurer at 2026 Annual Convention

WILBRAHAM — The
General Federation of Wom-
en’s Clubs (GFWC) has an-
nounced Jennifer Nowak,
of Wilbraham, Massachu-
setts, was recently installed
as GFWC Treasurer of the
GFWC at the 2026 Annual
Convention, held June 26-29
in Scottsdale, Arizona, at the
Westin Kierland Resort &
Spa.

Nowak has been a member
of GFWC since 1994, serving
through GFWC Wilbraham
Junior Women’s Club. Over

the course of her 32-year
membership, she has held
leadership positions at the
club, state, and regional levels,
including GFWC Massachu-
setts State President, GFWC
Massachusetts Director of Ju-
nior Clubs, and GFWC New
England Region Protocol
Chairman, Professionally, she
works for New England Pro-
motional Marketing (NEPM),
and she was a long-standing
member of the former Wilbra-
ham Community Association,
the organization that hosted

the Wilbraham Peach Festival
for 25 years. She and her hus-
band Mark reside in Wilbra-
ham and have three daughters
and three grandchildren.

In this role, Nowak will
serve as a member of the
GFWC Executive Committee
alongside GFWC Interna-
tional President Wendy Car-
riker of North Carolina. The
Executive Committee serves
as the governing leadership
of the General Federation of
Women’s Clubs, a women’s
volunteer organization found-

ed in 1890 that today unites
clubs in every state and more
than a dozen countries. To-
gether, they set the strategic
direction for more than 60,000
members whose work spans
education, the arts, environ-
mental conservation, healthy
lifestyles, and the fight against
domestic and sexual violence.
Through that leadership, the
Executive Committee helps
translate the federation’s mis-
sion into meaningful impact in
communities across the coun-
try and around the world.

JIMMY FUND from page 1

anything more than a personal
challenge to myself. Could I
do 26.2 miles and I discov-
ered, yes I could.”

Another inspiration was
family.

“Both my mother and Ray,
my husband’s brother, both
died of cancer many many
years ago, and as my father
used to poignantly say many
years later, ‘If mommy were
alive now, she’d still be alive.’
Meaning that there’s been tre-
mendous progress, but more
progress is still needed. So,
between that and the fact that
my father walked 10 miles a
day until he was 95, it was
sort of like a dual-inspira-
tion,” Burk said. “They died
very very long ago, but I do
like to remember them and
honor them and, of course,
since then I've known so
many people who have both
been able to live with can-
cer—which has made me
feel very very good about the
progress—and I've known a
lot of people whose story did
not end as well and I want to
honor and remember them,
and I know a lot of people
who feel the same way and
they’re kind enough to donate
at my fundraising page. So,
between all of us, it becomes
a natural fit.”

She added how she trains
for three months to prepare
for the event and plans to con-
tinue participating every sin-
gle year.

Her fundraising goal is
$8,035.

“Because I turned 80 and
this is my 35th year, my goal
is $8,035. I don’t always make
my goal, but I like aiming for
it, and for me, the fundraising
part has become increasingly

important with the dynamic
ways funding has changed. It
becomes more and more im-
portant for people to provide
individual donations and ev-
ery little individual donation
adds up,” Burk said.

Over the years, Burk has
participated as an individual
walker, had a team as part of
a work group and her daugh-
ter and longtime boyfriend
walked with her for several
years.

This year, her daughter
will be joining her and she
will do the 13.1-mile distance
route.

“You meet people along
the way and I now have a
little routine. I have a sign
which says how many years
I've walked and people will
comment on it,” Burk said.
“Provide them with that kind
of encouragement.”

For Burk, it’s humbling to
participate in this event and

Photo courtesy of Susan Burk
Susan Burk, a resident of Wilbraham, will be participating in
the Jimmy Fund Walk for Dana-Farber later this year. Burk is
pictured here during last year’s walk.

raise funds for the cause.

“It’s a way to be useful.
It’s a way to do something
small and have it turn into
something big and Dana Far-
ber has been a significant con-
tributor to both the research
and treatment for cancer pa-
tients and their objectives are
to focus both on research and
patient care and I think that’s
very, very important,” Burk
said.

For anyone interested in
donating, visit danafarber.
jimmyfund.org/ and look up
“Susan Burk.”

As of July 31, Burk has so
far raised $2,378.43.

She also noted that oth-
er folks in Wilbraham and
Hampden participate in this
event too.

Burk looks forward to see-
ing what things are different
and new on the walk and how
the route changes.

“What I do is, anyone

who actually donates on my
page, afterwards I send them
a little walk-a-log. So, I take
pictures along the way of the
things I see and so that way
they can be on the walk with
me,” Burk said. “There’s been
some very interesting ones.”

Her advice for anyone
who wants to take part—espe-
cially for the very first time—
is “don’t underestimate what
you need to do beforehand”
and have blister bandages and
body glide on hand and to en-
joy the experience of walking
with so many people.

“You really do need to
train, but you don’t need to
train all the way up to that
mileage. They provide a
handbook which gives some
suggestions, but for anybody
doing 26.2 miles, my person-
al experience if they can get
up to 15 miles three weeks
before the walk, they’ll be
fine. If they’re doing 13.1, if
they can do 10 miles three
weeks before the walk, they’ll
be fine,” Burk said. “And for
someone doing 6.2 or a 10K,
if they can do four miles three
weeks before the walk, they’ll
be fine.”

Burk thanked the commu-
nity for their support.

“It’s become a tradition
that I put one foot in front
of the other in support of
Dana-Farber and their re-
searching treatments,” Burk
said. “I"'m very grateful for so
many people who stuck with
me all these years and I'm
grateful for the people who
bounce in and out, and I'm
grateful for the people who
hear about me and then con-
tribute to somebody else on
the walk. Whatever monies
come to Dana-Farber are go-
ing to something that’s very
good and very important.”
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THE BEST FRESH
LOCALLY GROWN!

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FARMERS!

Local Field Grown

TOMATOES!

Red, Ripe & Delicious
‘ Locally Grown
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i SWEET CORN!
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FRESH BLUEBERRIES <

Green Peppers, Eggplant, Cucumbers,
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Cabbage, Red Raspberries, %
Pickling Cucumbers, &
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PACK A PICNIC
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Summer Salads
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Bunches
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#

s
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= Tree Removal

= Structural Pruning
= Crane Service

= Storm Damage

= Stump Grinding

= Lot Clearing

Give us a call today
for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by ,H
a ISA certified arborist .
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dlandgtree.com
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED
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Puzzle Palooza galore at HSC

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

HAMPDEN - The senior
center hosted their month-
ly annual Puzzle Palooza on
July 21.

Attendees were randomly
assigned into groups of three
and were given a time limit
of two hours to complete a
300-piece puzzle.

The day’s winners were
Diane Marhelewicz, Sue
Nichols, and Sally Nauman,
who won Dunkin’ gift cards
as well. However, everyone
was able to have a special
treat of cupcakes courtesy of
All American Assisted Living
in Enfield, Connecticut.

Puzzle Palooza was start-
ed in May in honor of Older
Americans Month. With its
success, it soon became a
monthly event for the senior
center.

Program and Volunteer
Coordinator for the senior

center Tina Doran spoke
about the history of the event.

“We started off with just
two people to solve the puz-
zles. We're three people to a
puzzle today. And the thing
is when we first started, peo-
ple came with their friends,
and they were just doing the
puzzles together. We ended
up having a couple of people
here that were winning every
single month. So we said:
‘We need to change this up,
which is what we did today,”
Doran said.

Assistant Director and
Outreach Coordinator Wen-
dy Cowles was running the
event, and also spoke about
Puzzle Palooza.

“It started a few months
back because our director
Becky and us all love puzzles.
And we thought there’s got to
be other people that like this
as well. So, we decided to
bring this event to the senior
center. People really seem to

enjoy it, and they keep com-
ing back every month, so I
think it’s a win,” Cowles said.

Puzzle Palooza also had a
special guest join them for the
day: Audra Lauf, the director
of community relations at All
American Assisted Living.
Lauf a visit and also partici-
pated in the puzzle competi-
tion.

While All American spon-
sored the treats for Puzzle
Palooza, All American also
plans to sponsor the entirety
of Puzzle Palooza going for-
ward.

It was a great afternoon
filled with friendly competi-
tion and fun all around, all the
while enjoying a good puzzle.

For more information
about All American, check
out their website at www.alla-
mericanatenfield.com.

As for the next Puzzle
Palooza, that will take place
on Aug. 25 from 1 to 3 p.m.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

(L-R) Diane Marhelewicz, Sue
Nichols and Sally Nauman won
Puzzle Palooza and celebrate
with Audra Lauf from All
American Assisted Living.

Turley photos by Noelle Hisgen
LEFT: Patriotic cupcakes were
provided for attendees.

DECLARATION

from page 1

“The Old Meeting House
is such a wealth of informa-
tion, especially from a local
history perspective,” Lang
said.

Lindsey Bourcier, Market-
ing Director for the Old Meet-
ing House Museum, agreed,
noting that, “The Old Meet-
ing House Museum has done
events here in the past ‘cuz
we’ve kinda outgrown our
space for bigger things. The
Wilbraham Public Library
has collaborated with us for a
few years on hosting events,
but this is the first event this
season that we’re co-hosting
Rich and his presentation.”

In his talk, Howell,
dressed stylishly in a period
costume known as a Court
Suit, gave an impassioned
and often stunning overview
of the time leading up to the
colonists formally voting
for their independence from
England and explaining in a
subsequent declaration their
many grievances and reasons
for doing so.

In an interview, Howell
commented that the basis for
this presentation was from
original sources.

“I like to go with primary
sources...You can see exactly
what they wanted to do, why
they wanted to do it,” Howell
said.

For anyone expecting a
simple rendition of the typical
stories of this moment in his-
tory as learned by school chil-
dren for a number of years,
many surprises awaited them.

The tone for the presenta-
tion was set early by Howell
in a brief interactive session
with the audience where he
read off three quotes from
prominent people of the
time and asked the audience,
“Where did they sound like
they came from?”

Even though the quotes
sounded like they could have
come from the colonists, one
person in the audience cor-
rectly determined that they
came from England. In fact,
Howell confirmed that the
quotes “came from members
of British Parliament.”

From that point on, citing
many other such quotes from
dignitaries from both sides of
the ocean, Howell took the
audience on a whirlwind ride
through the many historical
events of the period as well
as a review of the social and
political concerns and con-

flicts that were expressed over
those issues both in England
and the Colonies. Howell ex-
plained that the history of En-
gland leading up to this time
helps with an understanding
of events.

A few of the more aston-
ishing facts that Howell high-
lighted in an interview about
his talk included “the support
in Britain and in England for
the American Revolution and
those who supported them,
whether they were members
of the military officer corps
or they were members of Par-
liament in the House of Lords
and the House of Commons. ..
We talk about the Loyalists
and the Tories here. We had
more support there percent-
age wise than they had here.
Now, they had some, there’s
no question, but that story’s
not told, or the numbers of
British sailors who deserted
to join our ranks.”

Howell mentioned in his
talk that the first major body
to openly call for their del-
egates to support indepen-
dence in the Continental Con-
gress was from the colony in
North Carolina in a document
known as the Halifax Re-
solves and that this was later
followed by pronouncements

Start your smile journey today!
Scanto book a complimentary consult.
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75 Post Office Park

Wilbraham
413-675-7570

www.mypoportho.com
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from some other colonies.

Locally, he noted in the
interview, “the people living
here, like Wilbraham and
Hampden, who, at the time
you go through the notes we
do have of the town meet-
ings, they were talking about
these issues and weighing in
on them. Weighing in on the
subject of independence.”

Howell continued, “I think
the story that gets missed
more than anything was this
wasn’t a decision taken for
them. This was something
they wanted to do...’cuz
that’s where it emanated
from... the citizenry on up.
That’s the big story.”

“On July 2, 1776, they
(the Continental Congress)
have a vote, voting on what’s
known as the Lee Resolution,
because Richard M. Lee from
Virginia rides it in,” Howell
said.

14;‘
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With most colonial dele-
gations voting overwhelming-
ly in favor of the resolution,
two others, Pennsylvania and
Delaware finally joined the
others in making the vote
unanimous in a 12-0 vote
with one abstention.

Even though the resolu-
tion was passed on July 2,
Howell stated that it did not
become official until it was
signed by the President of the
Continental Congress on July
4, 1776.

“Nobody celebrates the
bill signing on the day it pass-
es,” Howell said in his talk.
“They celebrate it on the day
they sign the bill. That’s why.”

Howell added that, “be-
tween the second and the
fourth (of July), the delegates
said ‘Okay, to make this offi-
cial, we also need a declara-
tion to the rest of the world...
more importantly, we want to

100z SIRLOIN
WITH 2 SIDES

WEEKDAYS
2-5PM!

tell our people and the peo-
ple over in the former empire
that we used to belong to why
we’re doing what we’re do-
ing.””

The presentation ended
with Howell going over the
clauses of the Declaration
of Independence one by one
and explaining the mean-
ing behind each of them.
He stressed the importance
of understanding the claus-
es, “what they mean, ...why
they were put there. When we
read them, we're sitting there,
we’re enthralled, we’re hap-
py, we know we should ap-
preciate it. But we don’t know
what it means.”

After the presentation and
a short Q&A, Howell invited
the audience to join him out-
side for his dramatic reading
of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence in nearby Crane Park.
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PULLED PO
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Guest Colummn

A veteran finds peace of
mind through home repairs

By Brandice J. O’Brien
Marketing and
Communications Manager,
Greater Springfield
Habitat for Humanity

WEST SPRINGFIELD
-Wayne, a 72-year-old Navy
veteran, enjoys life’s simple
pleasures: tending to his
garden, mowing the lawn,
spending time with his
service dog, Maxine, and
savoring a mug of coffee
on his deck. But in recent
years, those moments have
been overshadowed by con-
cerns about safety.

The  deck  outside
Wayne’s West Springfield
mobile home had become
increasingly unstable, with
rotting planks and a leaking
sliding door that let rainwa-
ter seep inside. The deterio-
ration had become so severe
that Wayne worried about
falling through the deck. In
fact, his cane had already
poked through some of
the weakened boards and
Wayne feared he might lose
his home altogether.

Earlier this year, Wayne
reached out to Greater
Springfield Habitat for Hu-
manity (GSHFH) and spoke
with Executive Director Ai-
mee Giroux, after learning
about the nonprofit’s Veter-
ans Build Home Preserva-
tion program from his peers
at the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA). With
support from The Home
Depot Foundation, GSHFH
is repairing Wayne’s deck
and damaged sliding door,
helping him remain safely
in the home he loves.

“I'm very thankful to
get these things fixed. I was
worried about the house
being condemned and be-
ing forced to move out,’
said Wayne. “Working with
Habitat has been a very
good experience. It’s been
a pleasure to work with Ai-
mee.”

GSHFH’s Veteran Home
Preservation Program is a
part of a national initiative
to provide housing solutions

to US veterans, military
service members, and their
families. Services include
accessibility modifications
for bathrooms and kitch-
ens, ramps, roof repair/re-
placement, weatherization,
heating system upgrades,
porch/stair repairs, and hard
surface flooring to help with
mobility.

Wayne and his wife,
Linda, purchased the mo-
bile home in April 2017.
They had moved to Western
Massachusetts two years
earlier from Charleston,
South Carolina, to be closer
to Linda’s family.

In recent years, Linda
moved in with her mother
to provide around-the-clock
care, but the couple who are
parents to six adult children
remain close. These days,
Wayne spends much of
his time with Maxine, his
trained American Pit Bull
Terrier service dog, who he
rescued nearly four years
ago from Thomas J O’Con-
nor Animal Control &
Adoption Center in Spring-
field.

“She’s very protective of

me and is blind in the right
eye, like I am,” Wayne said
speaking of Maxine’s miss-
ing right eye, which she lost
after she was hit by a car.
“That’s what caught my
eye.”
Wayne is legally blind
and lives with Parkinson’s
disease, which he says
hasn’t advanced significant-
ly thanks, in part, to the ac-
tive lifestyle he developed
during his years in the U.S.
Navy. Wayne served more
than a decade in the Navy,
where he worked in tech-
nology and later became
a journeyman electrician
after he was medically dis-
charged.

“Every veteran deserves
a safe place to call home,”
said Aimee. “Thanks to
Team Depot’s support,
Wayne can remain in the
home he loves with the safe-
ty, independence, and peace
of mind he deserves.”

e

ABOVE: Edgar
measuring deck:
Edgar Herrera

of Greater
Springfield Habitat
for Humanity’s
construction crew
works on the new
deck.

RIGHT: Wayne
homeowner on deck:
Wayne gives a
thumbs up on his
new deck as he
poses on his new
deck at his West
Springfield home.

Letters /0 1he Editor

Our State Rep. Puppolo is a strong advocate
for making Health Care Affordable

To The Editor:

Representative Angelo J.
Puppolo, Jr. knows the crip-
pling effect of the high cost
of health care and is doing
something about it, despite
the false claims of a recent
letter writer. Representative
Puppolo was a strong ad-
vocate and voted in favor of
H.5618, An Act strengthening
primary care and advancing
health care affordability. This
landmark legislation strength-
ens primary care, lowers pre-
scription drug costs, supports
hospitals and community
health centers, and invests in
Massachusetts’ health care
workforce. With his support,
this bill invests $25 Million to
recruit, train, and retain health
care professionals across the
Commonwealth, lowers out-

of-pocket prescription drug
costs by requiring manufac-
turer rebates to be applied di-
rectly at the pharmacy count-
er, expands access to mobile
integrated health services and
other community-based mod-
els of care, strengthens hos-
pitals and federally qualified
community health centers,
and increases transparency
and patient protections gov-
erning the use of artificial in-
telligence in health insurance
utilization review.
Additionally, despite oth-
er false claims, Rep. Puppo-
lo worked closely with the
Chair of the House Commit-
tee on Health Care Financing,
John Lawn, on releasing H.
5590 legislation that would
establish a commission for
the implementation of a sin-
gle payer health care system.

This is a significant step and
is based on a thoughtful data
driven approach to further
strengthening our health care
system - which Puppolo sup-
ports. Access to affordable,
high-quality health care for
all is a priority of Rep. Pup-
polo and these are just two
examples which he has tak-
en to help build a healthier
Commonwealth by focusing
on prevention, improving pa-
tient outcomes, and ensuring
our health care system works
better for families, seniors,
patients and providers. We
need continued strong leader-
ship that has our best interest
in Boston always - Angelo
Puppolo is that person.
Sincerely,

Katherine Carpenter
Wilbraham
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By Ellenor Downer

Belchertown resident
shared this photo of a
glossy ibis he took at

Lake Wallace.

The glossy ibis is a medi-
um-sized wading bird, 18.9 to
26 inches long, with compact
body, long neck, long legs
and long, curved bill.

The plumage appears
dark, almost blackish, at a
distance or in poor light. Up
close, the body is maroon
with wing coverts showing
a metallic green, bronze and
violet tones.

Juveniles are a duller
brown color with some white
streaking on their neck

Glossy Ibis occur in
flocks, both at nesting colo-
nies and when foraging. They
typically feed by lowering the
bill into water, mud or soil, to
feel for prey.

In addition to consuming
animal matter, plants may
constitute a major portion of
their diet during some sea-
sons.

They frequent almost any
wetland environment with
shallow water or exposed
mud and also readily feed
in farm fields or open areas
where soils are moist.

They inhabit shallow
freshwater wetlands as well
as brackish and saltwater
wetlands, mangroves, and
rice fields. Over much of its
range,

When flying, the glossy
ibis has its neck stretched
forward and legs straight be-
hind it. The glossy ibis does
not call often, but may make
murmuring sounds while for-

aging.

During the breeding sea-
son, glossy ibises will court
one another by preening and
touching bills. Males and fe-
males will work together to
build a large nest.

Nesting in tight colonies,
glossy ibis nests are often no
more than 2 feet away from
each other. The female will
lay three to four eggs and in-
cubate them for 20-22 days.

Glossy 1ibises can be
found across the globe. Their
range has greatly expanded
in the 20th century in North
America.

This species has gone
from a rare and local Florida
species to regularly breeding
as far north as Maine and
occasionally along the east
coast of Canada. The first
Massachusetts nests were

found at coastal sites in 1974.
The oldest recorded
glossy ibis was at least 21
years old and lived in Virginia
between 1971 and 1992.

Sutton birds

Recently, my brother and
sister-in-law hosted a pool
party. My brother, Ted, puts
out grape jelly for the Bal-
timore orioles and a nectar
feeder for the ruby-throated
hummingbirds on his deck.

Birds included male and
female ruby-throated hum-
mingbirds for the nectar feed-
er. Baltimore orioles, red-bel-
lied woodpecker, downy
woodpecker and a scarlet tan-
ager came to the deck.

They also have a pond that
abuts their backyard. They
have a pair of mute swans on
the pond. They raised a fam-
ily for several years in a row.

Great blue heron

I often see a great blue
heron wading in Long Pond
in Rutland. Every tine I drive
along Route 122 by the pond,
I'look for the heron.

People may report a bird
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or
texting 774-262-5882.
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Juvenile glossy ibis

Photo by Doug Moore
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ADVERTISING SALES
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Greg Scibelli
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The Wilbraham-Hampden Times
is published every Thursday by
Turley Publications, Inc.,

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069.
Telephone (413) 283-8393,
Fax (413) 289-1977.
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¢ 4 wilbrahamhampden
times.turley.com

PHONE
(413) 283-8393

ADDRESS
24 \Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

Turley )

Publications, Inc.

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume
liability for the loss of photographs
or other materials submitted for
publication. Materials will not be
returned except upon specific request
when submitted.

Editorial
Policy

Letters to the editor should be
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be
published. We require letter writers to
include his or her town of residence
and home telephone number. We
must authenticate authorship prior
to publication. We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal
attacks, defamation of character and
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor,
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy

The TIMES will gladly correct
factual errors that appear in this paper
and can be substantiated. Corrections
or clarifications will always appear on
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail
or mailed communication to the editor
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
is published every Thursday by Turley
Publications, Inc. One year out of town
subscriptions are available at $45, out
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission
of news material, letters to the editor
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden
Times welcomes readers to
participate in this year’s election
campaigns by writing letters to
the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times,
care of Turley Publications, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed
10 413-289-1977 or emailed to
krivers@turley.com. Please include
a daytime telephone number for
verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered
for that Thursday’s newspaper.

No attack letters will be printed.
No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy
will be printed. If the volume of
letters received is larger than the
space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive,
the newspaper reserves the right
to print a representative sample.
No endorsement letters will be
printed in the last edition before the
election.

For more information, call the
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election
coverage, the newspaper plans to
print stories about contested races
for Congress, state Senate, state
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks
leading up to the election, as well
as a question-and-answer voters
guide. In order to ensure fairness
1o all candidates, no political press
releases will be printed, nor will
reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to
further publicize their candidacy,
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden
Times.
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your
announcements!
Happy Birthdays,
Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run
here free of charge, please keep it
to less than 50 words.

Please send to krivers@turley.com |'

on Sunday afternoon, sic, a make-your-own Sundae

July 19, when the res- Bar and a bounce house for
idents of Ridge Road, Glen- the kids!
dale View and East Brook While differences can di-
Drive in Hampden joined vide people, this was certain-
together for their first neigh- ly not the case for this happy
borhood block party. Close group who left feeling incred-
to 50 neighbors brought their ibly lucky to have gotten to
smiles and a side dish to com- know their neighbors better.
plement the burgers and hot It was agreed that this should
dogs provided, for a fun filled become an annual event!

The weather cooperated afternoon, complete with mu-

Advertise in your
LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

Contact Jordan for more information
413-687-4511 * jeonradoturiey.com
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Monthly Highlights for
August at the Hampden
Senior Center:

Please call 566-5588 to
RSVP for all events or
register for classes at the
senior center.

Lunch is provided by
Greater Springfield Senior
Services daily at Noon.
Suggested donation is $3
per meal. You must reserve
lunch by 11 a.m. one day
prior. Feel free to schedule
reservations for the month.

NEW PROGRAM!
Line Dancing with Mikki
Thursdays,
2:15t0 3:15 p.m.

FREE Demo class on
Thursday, Aug. 13

Classes will continue ev-
ery Thursday beginning Au-
gust 20th.

Join the fun and learn
line dancing or build on the
skills you already have! Line
dancing is a great way to
stay active, improve balance
and coordination, meet new
friends, and enjoy music.

No partner is needed —
just bring your enthusiasm
and get ready to have fun!

Cost is $5 per class, paid
directly to the instructor.

Hawaiian Shirt Day
Lunch & Ukulele Concert
Friday, Aug. 21 at Noon

Join us for a delicious
lunch of Hawaiian Chicken
Salad, Ginger Lime Cole-
slaw, Macaroni Salad, a Ha-
waiian Roll and Pineapple
provided by Greater Spring-
field Senior Services, as we
celebrate National Hawaiian
Shirt Day.

Wear your favorite trop-
ical or Hawaiian shirt and
listen to the sounds of the
Hampden Senior Center
Ukulele Group. Cost is a
$3.00 suggested donation
for lunch.

PUZZLE PALOOZA:
Tuesday, Aug. 25
from 1 to 3 p.m.

Join us for another fun
afternoon of Puzzles! Work
in randomly assigned teams
to see which team can finish
a 300-piece puzzle the fast-
est. Prizes will be awarded!!
Puzzle Making is good for

dDryNest

BASEMENT WATERPIROOFING

you! It can help improve
your memory and reduce
stress! Refreshments spon-
sored by All American As-
sisted Living at Enfield.

Friends Across
Generations
Wednesday, Aug. 26
at 10 a.m.

A Program connecting
4th grade students at Green
Meadows School with the
Hampden Senior Center.

Do you remember receiv-
ing handwritten letters in the
mail? It seems that these are
few and far between now that
email and text messages are
available. We are bringing
back the handwritten letter
and joining with 4th-grade
students at Green Meadows
School for an educational
letter-writing ~ opportunity
for the students and for you!

Join us for an informa-
tion session about this fun
program where you can
bring a smile to a 4th grad-
er’s face when you write
them a letter and tell them
what life was like when you
were growing up. The com-
mitment is only 3 letters
during the school year, and
we have a guide you can use
if you need help. Join us on
Aug. 26 to learn more about
the program and to sign up
to be a pen pal. Can’t make
the meeting? Call to let us
know you’re interested in
participating, and we will
get information for you.

Take A Chance Tuesday

Come to lunch at Noon
on any Tuesday in August,
and your name will be en-
tered into a drawing to win a
$50 Big Y gift card! Sounds
easy, right? That’s because
it is!! The more Tuesday
lunches you attend, the more
chances you have to win!

Cost is a $3.00 suggested
donation. Lunches are pro-
vided by Greater Springfield
Senior Services (GSSSI).

You must sign up for
Tuesday lunch by 11:00 AM
the day before.

Medicare Open

Please see SENIORS,
page 13
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FIRST RESPONDERS

from page 1

role in the chain of surviv-
al. Their calm, professional
actions that day helped give
the patient the best possible
chance. The men and women
of the Wilbraham Regional
Emergency Communications
Center do this work quietly
and around the clock for the
communities of Wilbraham,
Hampden, Belchertown, and
the surrounding areas. To
those dispatchers, and to ev-
ery telecommunicator who
answers when someone needs
help - thank you. Your work
matters,” Gentile said.

After the first responders
brought him to the hospital,
Garvey was in a coma for a
week before he woke up, and
today he is up and walking
and talking like normal.

The ceremony started with
a dinner for everyone, con-
sisting of grinders and salads,
along with an assortment of
cookies and brownies for des-
sert.

After dinner, Garvey told
his story to all the attendees.
Then, Grand Knight Josh
Mitchell and the Knights rec-
ognized each person involved
in helping Garvey by giving
them a certificate of appreci-
ation for their work.

The Khnights recognized
Adam Krutka and Debbie
Kelder from the YMCA,
Ofcs. Taylor Beaudry and
Marc Schlosser from the po-
lice department, and Fire-
fighters Kevin Brown, Owen
Shaw, Renee Forgues and
Julia Noel (In absentia.) from
the fire department.

Garvey himself reflected
on the ceremony.

“I feel honored that all of
these people have come out
for myself and my family,
and it’s very humbling for
me. It was such a traumatic
event that sometimes you just
would seem like you’d want
to move on with life. But the
Knights are just a great orga-
nization in town. They’re very
active in charity and it’s their
fundamental mission,” Gar-
vey said. “They approached
me and said: “We want to do
something to honor the first
responders.” Which I was
immediately on board with.
These people were super
professional, they respond-
ed immediately. And so, for
me, they say I'm the guest of
honor. It’s not me. I don’t give
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certificate of appreciation.

Renee Forgues from the fire department
shakes Garvey’s hand as she receives her

Turley photos by Noelle Hisgen

YMCA employee Adam Krutka receives his

certificate of appreciation from the Knights.

Police officer Taylor Beaudry shakes Garvey’s hand as she
receives her certificate of appreciation.

myself that. I do it for all of
them.”

The Garvey family was
also in attendance; speaking
about the ceremony was Gar-
vey’s daughter, Taylor.

“I think it’s really inter-
esting, and it’s just been a
really cool experience to see
everybody kind of come to-
gether, and all the people that
had a really big impact on
saving dad’s life. I like to call
it the perfect storm because
I think about it like if he had
the heart attack, every single

person was in the right place

at the exact right time to be
able to come together and to
save his life and to make this
miraculous recovery happen,”
she said. “So, it’s really re-
warding to see everybody just

kind of actually get credit for

what they’re doing, because

to them, it’s just another day,
but to us, you look at it, and
you’re like, holy crap, you've
saved his life. So, watching
them get these awards and
these ceremonies and getting
that recognition is a really
good, feel good moment and
opportunity for everyone, too.
And really just cool to see it
all, too, and witness it from
a daughter’s perspective of
the person that they saved,
and just being able to really
appreciate and meet all the
people who had such a good
impact on it.”

Grand Knight Josh Mitch-
ell also reflected on the cere-
mony.

“So, it’s a very special
night. This is an incredible
story that you think is from
a movie or a book,” Mitch-
ell said. “The sequence for

him to get to the hospital and
to have his life saved and be
back on his feet and walk, talk
and do everything is truly in-
credible.”

Also speaking on behalf
of the Knights is Financial
Secretary Jim Rooney.

“Our first responders in
town did a wonderful, amaz-
ing job keeping him alive
to get him to the hospital,”
Rooney said. “As Catholics,
I think we all believe that
the hand of God was there
guiding these people. It’s an
amazing story. We don’t have
enough positive stories in our
world today. And this is a
way of showing the world the
good that is in the world and
recognizing the people who
participate in that.”

Receiving one of the
many certificates of appreci-
ation was YMCA Executive
Director Deb Kelder.

“I am incredibly proud of
Adam. He’s a young staff per-
son, but has been with us for
quite a few years. And at the
time when this happened, he
was the only staff person in
the building. And he handled
it so amazingly in the steps
that he took in making sure
he grabbed the phone, called
911, and then returned back
and started CPR. Now, we ask
our staff to be CPR and first
aid certified, and this is a real-
ly good reason why,” Kelder
said.

It was a special evening
celebrating local heroes in
our town.

DONATION from page 1

will help support the library’s
programs and resources, re-
flecting the girls’ commit-
ment to encouraging literacy
and strengthening a place that
brings the community togeth-

er.

In a post on the WPL’s
Facebook page, the library
expressed their gratitude to
the girls.

“We would like to thank
the Whitcomb, Pessolano
and Maloney families for do-

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929

D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.
Palmer, MA 01069

nating the proceeds of their
lemonade stand to the library!
What an impressive group of
young leaders— we appreci-
ate your support!” they said.

Their fundraiser is a re-
minder that small acts of
kindness can have a big im-
pact. With creativity, deter-
mination, and a shared goal,
these six girls transformed a
simple summer tradition into
an opportunity to make a last-
ing difference in their home-
town.

Visit us at
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HPL holds ‘Music & Movement’ event

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

HAMPDEN - Children
came together at the library
for Music & Movement with
Jennifer Bilodeau on July 20.

The program was for tod-
dlers and children ages two
to five. Music & Movement
was brought to the library in
partnership with Pathways for
Parents.

It combined different
songs with dancing, move-
ment and singing. All of the
segments feature a song along
with movement for the chil-
dren with a theme of body
awareness.

Pathways for Parents is
very involved with the Hamp-
den Library, hosting a play-
group once a week during the
school year. They also helped
run a yoga program previ-
ously this year. Pathways for
Parents provides programs
for adults with children from
birth to five years old.

Youth Services Librarian
Kate Rumplik spoke about the
program including the Path-
ways for Parents organization.

“Pathways for Parents is
a fabulous group,” Rumplik
said. “It is very well-run. We
have lots of great people who
come and do programs with
the kids, very age-appropriate
programs, which sometimes
are difficult to find for that
age group for the little ones.
And it’s very helpful for me
to have them come in and do
programs and work with us.”

The Music & Movement
program was run by Path-
ways for Parents co-coordi-
nator Jennifer Bilodeau. She
developed the program when
she started working with Path-
ways for Parents in 2021.

“We focus on following
directions. We focus on know-
ing our body parts, we focus
on participating together, tak-
ing turns, and being aware of
what’s happening around us,”
Bilodeau said. “Miss Kate
here at the library is always

Children play with a parachute.

wonderful. She’s willing to
host any one of our groups
that we have offered through
our program. And she’s really
great about working along-
side us and helping us to de-
cide what’s the best
type of groups to
run for the age
ranges that they
serve here.”

It was a
great day for
children
and their /
families |
to come
togeth-
er and
have
f un
moving
around to
music.

/

Jennifer Bilodeau holds up
the book “Barnyard Dance,”
which she uses in one of
her segments of Music &
Movement.
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The children come together holding a boat and pretend to row it.

HAMPDEN -

Each year,
chusetts

Hampden.

tered
include
workshops

experiences

programming,
preservation,
rals, music

Arts Center in Boston.

groups

our previous

The
Hampden Cultural Council
is looking for applicants!
the Massa-
Cultural Council
works with local cultural
councils around the state to
award more than $7 million
in grants to more than 7,600
community-based cultural
programs. Over the past 28
years, volunteers on Hamp-
den’s Cultural Council have
been able to disperse over
$137,000 in funding for
arts, science, and cultur-
al programs and projects
for our residents. In 2025
alone, the Hampden Cultur-
al Council awarded $6,500
in grant funding to local or-
ganizations and individual
artists, benefitting our lo-
cal community and enrich-
ing life within the town of

Since 1998, the Hamp-
den Cultural Council has
helped fund cultural-cen-
that
performances,
and lectures,
in-school and out of school

historical
public mu-
and drama
production materials, and
seasonal, arts and cultural
festivals. Cultural groups
have given performances
on Native American cul-
ture, Irish American culture
and music, and Tai Chi. The
Hampden Cultural Council
has also provided support
in sending our Hampden
students to the Springfield
Symphony Orchestra, Old
Sturbridge Village, Muse-
um of Fine Arts Boston,
and the Berklee Performing

To give you a broad-
er idea of individuals and
who have been
awarded grants, some of
awardees
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Hampden Cultural Council
accepting September grant
applications for FY 2027

have been mural painters,
storytellers, musicians and
multicultural  performers,
puppeteers, and enrichment
program leaders. Other
awardees have given lec-
tures covering local histo-
ry, WWII history, women
in history, and the under-
ground railroad. Additional
recipients have lead work-
shops focusing on topics
such as music, creative
writing, painting, pastels,
photography, woodwork-
ing, STEM, deafness and
deaf culture, mindful prac-
tices, nutrition and health,
and environmental conser-
vation with aid of cultural
council funding.

So, who can apply?
Grant applications are ac-
cepted from individuals,
public schools, libraries,
municipal  organizations,
private organizations, and
nonprofit ~ organizations.
The Hampden Cultural
Council gives preference
to qualified local organi-
zations or individuals that
show a clear benefit to
the Hampden community.
Groups who work with a
Hampden sponsor or venue
such as the library, school,
senior center, or other com-
munity organization are pre-
ferred. Programming that is
available to a wide range
of participants or multiple
generations of participants
are considered ideal. Grants
awarded by the Hampden
Cultural Council should
not be the sole source of
funding for these events but
rather should help offset the
costs of bringing a program
to our town. Eligible pro-
grams are awarded reim-
bursement grants after the
event has taken place.

Please see GRANT, page 15

Pam Carney, Sue Driscoll, Pat Howe, Kathy Broska, Ann Hadank, and Meredith Wilson enjoy their

lunch together.

LUNCHEON from page 1

who’s with me today, typical-
ly comes here, but we like to
pop in at least once or twice a
year into each community, in-
cluding to the senior centers,
to say hello, to find out what’s
on people’s minds, but also to
participate in some pretty cool
activities,” Oliveira said.

Oliveira explained what
the Healthy Incentives Pro-
gram entails.

“So, obviously, today is a
special day, because there’s
an Ice Cream Social and Lun-
cheon, which is my personal
favorite of mine. But, also, be-
cause Becky, the executive di-

Turley photo by Noelle Hisgen

rector here, also has been re-
ally promoting and was with
us yesterday in another part of
my district in Granby. And we
were celebrating the Healthy
Incentives Program, which al-
lows people to receive public
benefits. So, essentially, food
scans, SNAP systems, they
get extra dollars that they buy
from local farms, and a lot of
those farms are right here in
Western Massachusetts,” Ol-
iveira said. “So, I’ve also been
leading on something called
the Senior Farm Share Pro-
gram, which allows Western
Mass seniors to access farm
fresh foods from the local
farms right here in Western

Mass. So, every year in the
budget, I put in some money
for that program, and it’s con-
tinued to grow. So, Hampden
Senior Center has participated
and has worked with a lot of
folks that are here to be part
of the Healthy Incentives Pro-
gram, but also part of the Se-
nior Farm Share Program.”

It was a great day with
great company all around to
eat some fun food with friends
at the Hampden Senior Cen-
ter.
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Sgt. Michael Cygan retires from Wilbraham P.D.

WILBRAHAM - The Wil-
braham Police Department
proudly congratulates Ser-
geant Michael Cygan on his
retirement after 212 years of
dedicated service to the Town
of Wilbraham, Massachusetts,
USA.

Michael joined the Wil-
braham Police Department
in 2005, bringing with him
nearly a decade of prior law
enforcement experience. Be-
fore beginning his career, he
studied Criminal Justice and
Fisheries & Wildlife Law En-
forcement at Franklin Pierce
University, UMass Ambherst,
and Hesser College. He is also
a graduate of the 11th MPOC

at the Mptc Regional Police
Academy-Boylston.

Over the past 21%2 years,
Michael has worn many hats
within the department. He
has served as a Patrol Officer,
Court Officer/Investigator,
R.A.D. Women’s Self-De-
fense Instructor, Crisis Inter-
vention Team (CIT) member,
Field Training Officer (FTO),
Drug Abuse Response Team
officer (DART), Acting Ser-
geant, and ultimately Ser-
geant after his promotion in
February 2024.

Beyond his official duties,
Michael has been a tireless ad-
vocate for his fellow officers.
He served as President of the

The New England PBA, Inc.
Local 120 for 11 years, Presi-
dent of the Wilbraham Police
Relief Association, a repre-
sentative for the Massachu-
setts Police Association, and
organizer of the now-annual
WPRA Golf Tournament. His
leadership, dedication, and
willingness to serve extended
far beyond his daily responsi-
bilities.

While careers are often
measured in years, Michael’s
legacy will be measured by
the people he mentored, the
officers he supported, and
the countless members of
the community whose lives
he touched along the way.

#CYGANOMICS

Michael, thank you for
your unwavering commitment
to the Town of Wilbraham, the
Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts, your fellow officers, and
the law enforcement profes-
sion. Your service has made
a lasting difference, and your
presence will be missed.

Congratulations on a well-
earned retirement. May this
next chapter be filled with
family, friends, new adven-
tures, great rounds of golf,
successful hunting and fish-
ing trips, and plenty of time
around the smoker perfecting
your next masterpiece. You
have certainly earned it.

INTERIM PLAN
from page 1

Human Resources Dr. Doug-
las Slaughter provided an
overview of the interim plan.

“Some things are currently
being funded, and so there’s
sort of the question of build-
ing security doors and that
sort of thing that Wilbraham’s
already funded, so we’ll do
that and there’s a little bit
more in this plan to make sure
that the doors we have on the
building secure it and control
the environment a bit bet-
ter. There’s some associated
things with that,” Slaughter
said. “It’s an older building. It
has asbestos tiles and, again,
there was some funding that,
actually a few years ago, rel-
ative to the remediation and
management of asbestos in
the building and so that’s an-
other area that we’re going to
do some work on during the
summer. There will be a small
amount of money remain-
ing into that that will help
us maintain those spaces and
that type of flooring over the
next few years.”

Indoor air quality is also
part of the three core items.

“So, we got some mech-
anisms that we put in place
over the last couple of years
to try to keep the air quality in
good order, manage humid-
ity and mold in the building.
Just some other filtering, that
sort of thing,” Slaughter said.
“And so, the idea with what
some of what we’re looking
at was taking those kinds of
things we’ve been doing that
have been keeping the air
quality at a somewhat satis-
factory manner and bolstering
them just a little bit to make
them work a little more effi-
ciently and a little bit better
for us, attends those needs

LOWER PBIL’ES
10 BOOS
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The Wilbraham Select Board and Hampden Selectbhoard held a joint meeting on an interim plan
for Wilbraham Middle School on July 23 as a decision on the school entering the Gore program

awaits.

around air conditioning, in
particular, for student need
and support building.”

Slaughter added what’s
hopeful is for the mini-split
type units, “if we are fortu-
nate to get into the Core pro-
gram in a shorter period of
time, there’ll be some useful
life of those.”

“We can repurpose those
within the district...” Slaugh-
ter said. “So, there’s a lon-
ger-term ability of being able
to reuse some of that expense
and leverage that.”

On the numbers, Slaugh-
ter said it was “fairly mod-
est” at $85,719 due to what
the district has on hand and
what could be done moving
forward.

“Hopefully it’s a number
that’s workable for the two
communities as an interim
amount, work and investment
that will sort of stretch that
building a little bit further un-
til we can get a little bit deep-
er renovation or replacement
in place,” Slaughter said.

After discussion regarding
how to get that money, Hamp-

den Selectboard Member Don
Davenport noted the middle
school is currently owned by
the town of Wilbraham per
the regional agreement, and
the lease says the town is re-
sponsible for capital expenses
over $35,000.

“You have $105,000 in
maintenance. Is any of that
money going to go towards
that?” Davenport said.

Slaughter noted the like-
lihood of things that could
surface or come up to accom-
modate that operating budget
number for the building to
help cover that.

“As it’s strictly written
currently, it might need a sep-
arate side agreement for that
purpose. If you do it as an
adjustment to the operating
budget, which you kind of
could, I think there’s some of
those things that are harder to
classify as operating expense
because singular purchasing
is a little bit larger...” Slaugh-
ter said. “I think that’s part of
the conversation tonight, per-
haps, is the best way to fund
this. I will say this. The soon-
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er we can receive and have
appropriated funding for that
regardless of what mecha-
nism it is, the sooner we can
approach the problem.”

Chair Marc Ducey said
the items do not exceed
the $35,000 threshold. If
grouped, they do.

“So, potentially one of
the options we would have is
just to increase—or for us—
to supplement the budget by
$85,000 in an operating ex-
pense and we could use it and
put it in maintenance?” Du-
cey said.

Slaughter said that could
be one way to approach it.

“Either of these fund-
ing mechanisms requires a
partnership with the School
Committee to actually vote
to amend the budget. They
wouldn’t do that without hav-
ing a good sense from this
group—any action taken by
you—and then town meeting
support would be something
that would be to put it into the
budget,” Slaughter said.

Hampden Selectboard
Member Erik Vanderleeden

D
W
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said he was concerned if ev-
erything’s “roped up into one
big purchase, that’s what may
make people kind of get un-
comfortable.”

“So, if there’s a way, per-
sonally, to segregate this, it
would probably be optimal.
But I think that the number
is very reasonable to take
a remediation step to make
this transition period happen.
It’s great, I think it is great,”
Vanderleeden said. “If there’s
any way to cleanly present
this, possibly separately, that
would be great. But also with
the cost of things going up,
this is also kind of going to
get wrapped into that for the
next ask.”

After Superintendent Dr.
John Provost said the district
ended up getting $160 per pu-
pil from the state—they had
budgeted for $150 per pu-
pil—Vice Chair Sue Bunnell
said she understood the many
concerns as they existed when
her son was at WMS 30 years
ago.

“lI mean, it kind of feels
like short money to get us
through whatever it takes to
get us to being able to present
a much bigger conversation
and bigger decision,” Bunnell
said.

Vanderleeden shared his
two children will be heading
into eighth grade and he’s
heard things, agreeing with
Bunnell that it wasn’t a lot of
money. He emphasized this.

“We’re going to have to
make a decision and say,
‘Hey, this has been weighing
on my mind. We need to kind
of make a line in the sand if
you will’ and say, We need
to kind of put aside our dif-
ferences and move forward
for the betterment of the chil-
dren if we cannot come to an
agreement,”  Vanderleeden
said. “So, this seems like a
fair agreement to me. I just
want to present it to the peo-
ple of Hampden in a manner
that they can thoroughly un-
derstand what we’re trying to
accomplish at the end of the
day...”

Davenport pointed out
Hampden’s share of $17,000
“isn’t a lot of money.”

“The feedback will be,
“You sold us down the drain.
It’s not our building and
you’re fixing up their building
and we don’t want to pay for
it” A small group of people,
but it depends on who turns
out at the Town Meeting and
how angry they are about
something else that’s going
on,” Davenport said.

After further discussion,
Bunnell shared how doing
work while the school is emp-
ty would be best and asked
how much people are willing
to go out “on the hope and
expectation that in fact this
modest amount of investment
to make sure the kids that are
in middle school in this dis-
trict are safe and healthy is
going to be approved at the
respective Town Meetings.”

Provost said the plan was
to work on the projects al-
ready funded this summer
and then others once funding
was available. He added proj-
ects could be done during the
school year and door projects
“we could probably do during
a winter break.”

The mini-split installation,
however, would have to occur
next summer.

“Because that involves
drilling through the exterior
envelope of the building and

that’s a long process,” Provost
said.

Flynn then said how the
entire town hall in Hampden
was done “within a week.”

“It could easily be done
during a break,” Flynn said.
“It doesn’t need to wait until
next summer is my point, I
don’t think. If this is a prior-
ity, I don’t see why we don’t
make it a priority.”

As discussion continued,
Flynn then said this.

“It’s a hard thing to say,
and this sounds weird, but if
we were to say, my gosh, this
is a priority and we’re going
to get it done next year. How
do you balance the two things
together?” Flynn said.

Select Board Clerk Mi-
chael Squindo then spoke up.

“To be fair, though, it’s
a six- to 10-year priority,”
Squindo said.

“I understand, but we’re
also saying we’ve gone to
what we think are the number
one things to do,” Flynn said.

“Reading the memo, this
was the budgeted plan for six
to 10 years,” Squindo said.

“T get it, but we also have
to say, cut everything off.
These are the number one
things that you need to do.
It’s part of our presentation.
We believe this, we believe it
the whole way,” Flynn said.

Squindo then said this.

“I hear that and I guess I
just want to make sure that
we’re really saying we’re
having a difference of timing
over less than $10,000 on a
less than $100,000 10-year
plan when we’ve already told
the schools that the money
that they’ve asked for this year
wasn’t awarded at the needed
request that was provided.
Then we’re going to ask them
to nickel and dime from the
budget that is this year for a
10-year plan,” Squindo said.

Ducey clarified this was
not said.

“I think we said we’ll give
it to them at the Fall Town
Meeting, but they could get it
done sooner...” Ducey said.
“I don’t think this is a big ask
and I don’t think this would
be a difficult thing to promote
at town meeting.”

“I think it bolsters the case
of town meeting of such a pri-
ority. They got it done right
away and they’re looking for
validation, if you will,” Flynn
said.

Slaughter later said the
execution of the plan can hap-
pen “over the course of the
next 12 months with a lot of it
being much much sooner than
later.”

“We’ve got some capabil-
ity of managing those places
and spaces that are needing
the mini-split type installa-
tions. We got mechanisms to
manage that in the short-term
until we get the opportunity
to do the installation of some-
thing like a mini-split unit,”
Slaughter said.

Provost said this would be
something needing direction
from the School Committee.

“Essentially, what we’re
hearing from the two boards
here is that you’d like us
to essentially deficit spend
in anticipation that there’ll
be more funding in a few
months. I think we have to
find out whether the School
Committee has an appetite for
that,” Provost said.

The boards both agreed
they approved of the plan and
moved on to discussing the
regional agreement.
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Falcons capture A Division championship

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW— After sur-
viving consecutive overtime
battles in the Pioneer Val-
ley Summer Soccer League
quarterfinals and semifinals,
the top-seeded Falcons girls’
team made sure the champi-
onship match didn’t require
any extra drama.

Balanced scoring and

a composed defensive ef-
fort carried the Minnechaug
Regional based Falcons to
the A Division crown, as

they earned a 3-1 win over
sixth-seeded Enfield (Conn.)
last Saturday afternoon at
historic Lusitano Stadium in
Ludlow.

“Every player on this
year’s team made a key con-
tribution and I’m very proud
of them,” said Falcons sum-
mer league coach Karl La-
badorf. “I'm also very glad
that today’s match didn’t go
to overtime like our previous
two playoff games did.”

It was the first time the
Falcons played in the PVSSL
finals since losing to Monson

Lillian Sergienko circles around the ball.

in 2022.

The players listed on the
Falcons 2026 summer league
roster are Anna Oravec, Izzy
Horne, Addison Derosia,
Paige Holt, Ainsley Holden,
Stephanie Labadorf, Avery
Knox, Maya Usher, Alex
Jaslanek, Taylor Bartosz, Car-
son Humphries, Isabella Ush-
er, Gabrielle Cooper, Kyla
Sacco, Kaitlyn Labadorf, Em-
erson Atkin, Alivia Lemay,
Lillian Sergienko, Katelyn
Hoar, Makenna Sacco, Liv
Busone, Sophia O’Connor,
Carly Coughlin, Brooklyn
Manning, Kate Degray, Lau-
ren Hoar, and Lyanna Hodge.

Humphries, Holden, and
Isabella Usher were the cap-
tains of the Falcons summer
league team.

“It just feels great to win
the championship game,” said
Humphries while holding the
championship trophy. “I'm
very happy that we were able
to do this while I'm still in
high school. All of us work
very well together and we’re
a big family.”

The Falcons, who finished
the summer league regular
season with a 9-0-2 record,
defeated eighth-seeded South
Hadley, 2-1 in the quarterfi-
nals in overtime. They then
dispatched fourth-seeded
Ludlow, 1-0, in the semifi-
nals, which was also decided

Please see FALCONS, page 12

open teammate.

Turley photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

RIGHT: Kyla Sacco clashes with an

opponent.

ABOVE: Gabrielle Cooper looks for an
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Carson Humphries advam‘fés
up the field during playoff
action last week.

Nate Woodland makes a
catch for the A’s during
regular season action in the
Valley Wheel league.

Sam Ribeiro
takes a
swing.

Adam Strain
fields a
grounder.

Valley Wheel regular season concludes

WILBRAHAM - The
regular season has concluded
for the Valley Wheel Over-28
Baseball League, one of sev-
eral adult baseball leagues
that plays in the region. This
year, with play concluding
this past Sunday, the Angels
were able to finish the reg-
ular season with the top re-
cord, going 11-4. The Angels
matched the Twins with the
same record, but won two out
of three head-to-head for the
tiebreaker advantage in the
playoffs. The Orioles finished
third and the Cubs overcame
the A’s by tiebreaker for the
final of four playoff spots.
The semifinals for the league
are set for this Sunday at Spec
Pond in Wilbraham. In the
first matchup, the No. 2 Twins
host the No. 3 Orioles at 2:30
p.m. Then, the top-seeded
Angels face No. 4 Cubs at 6
p-m. The championship game
will be held on Sunday, Aug.
16 at Spec Pond at 3 p.m.

Turley photos
by David Henry
www.sweet-
dogphotos.com

Pitcher Mike
Bielen fires to
the plate.

Ken Schubert heads mto second base.

Mike Burgos
pitches in a game
for the Orioles on
July 26.

G e ST gl U T

SEE MORE
PHOTOS ON
PAGE 12.
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Ryan Sunshine socks a free kick away.

CF Arbor reaches
semifinals

SOUTH HADLEY - In
last week’s PVSSL sum-
mer playoffs, the CF Arbor
Men’s soccer team, which
was the No. 4 seed in the
playoffs, was able to ad-
vance into the semifinals
and took on Mt. Carmel,

which defeated CF by a
score a 2-0, ending CF Ar-
bor’s chances of reaching
the championship game
this year. Mt. Carmel would
capture this year’s men’s
championship.

Troy Remillard outplays an opponent for the ball.
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Blue Sox fall in Game
1 of first playoff series

SANFORD — The Valley
Blue Sox (0-1 postseason)
dropped Game 1 of their first-
round NECBL playoff series
against the Sanford Mainers
(1-0 postseason), 5-2. This
marks the first time that the
Blue Sox have lost to the
Mainers this season, as Valley
won the two previous outings.

The first inning remained
scoreless for both teams, but
the Mainers got themselves
on the board in the second.
Nater Watcher (UConn)
hit a 2-run home run out to
left field with Steven Kraus
(Binghamton) on base to give
Sanford an early 2-0 lead.

Valley, however, was able
to tie the game back up short-
ly in the fourth after Mainers’
pitcher Andrew Middleton
(Maryland) had a lackluster
inning, allowing 2 runs and 3
hits.

Nick Spaventa (UPenn)
got the first run to score when
he singled to the shortstop,
who made an error, which
allowed Esteban Garcia (Bos-
ton College) to score and
Spaventa to advance to sec-
ond.

Anthony Tirado (Penn
State) then hit a sacrifice fly
to right-center, letting Spav-
enta make his way around the
bases to tie the game 2-2.

While it seemed like it
was panning out to be a close
game, Sanford broke things

open in the sixth. Kraus was
up to bat with the bases load-
ed when he singled to third
base, sending Albert De La
Rosa (Maine) and Brian Con-
nolly (Rhode Island) home to
score, breaking the tie 4-2.

The Blue Sox loaded up
the bases once again for San-
ford, but it was Valley who
sent the run home for the
Mainers when Michael Good-
man (UMass) hit Brennan
Staubley (Elon) with a pitch,
forcing in the fifth tally for the
Mainers.

While the Blue Sox still
had plenty of time to mount
an offense, the Mainers’
pitching staff locked it down,
retiring batters in order over
the final three innings.

“You got to tip your cap
when [Sanford’s pitching]
does their job,” said head
coach John Raiola postgame.
“We had some tough at-bats;
it’s tough to string a bunch of
hits together against guys like
that.”

Though it was not the re-
sult the Blue Sox were look-
ing for, Raiola still has full
confidence in his team’s abili-
ty to win Game 2.

“The fun thing about get-
ting to this time of the year
[is] it truly can be any random
person who puts one good
swing on a ball that changes
the game.”

TBirds pick up new goalies coach

SPRINGFIELD - The
Springfield Thunderbirds an-
nounced today that the club
has hired Brandon Wildung
as Goaltending Coach.

Wildung, 32, joins the
T-Birds and replaces Dan
Stewart, who was appointed
Goaltending Coach by the
New Jersey Devils earlier this
month. Wildung most recent-
ly served as Associate Head
Coach for the USHL’s Sioux
Falls Stampede from 2024-
26, where he helped the Stam-
pede to a Clark Cup champi-
onship this past season.

Prior to his coaching ca-
reer, the Nassau, Minn. na-
tive stood between the pipes
for four NCAA seasons with
Mercyhurst University from
2014 to 2018 before skating
in seven pro games with the
ECHL’s Utah Grizzlies and
Manchester Monarchs.

Wildung began his junior
coaching career as an assis-
tant coach with the Stampede
in 2022-23, then served as an
assistant coach in 2023-24
for Augustana University, the
program’s first season as an
NCAA Division I school.

CF @gbor reaches semifinals
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Owen Dieterle

Turley photos by David Henry

heads up the www.sweetdogphotos.com

field. Tyler Lewis advances up
the field.

both Falcons overtime goals,

FALGONS from page 11 gave her team a 1-0 advan-

in OT. tage against Enfield follow-

The Falcons also ing an unassisted goal eight

squeaked out a 1-0 win minutes into the opening

against  Enfield (7-5-2) half, which is 35 minutes in

during the PVSSL regular
season.

“We beat them a couple
of weeks ago, so we knew
that today’s game was proba-
bly going to be a hard-fought
battle,” Humphries said. “We
just played very well.”

Humphries is one of the
Falcons defenders, along
with Sergienko, Atkin, Hold-
en, and Bartosz.

The Falcons only allowed
two goals during the PVSSL
regular season.

Bartosz was selected as
the Most Valuable Player of
the A-Division champion-
ship match.

“I'm grateful to be se-
lected as the M.V.P,, but ev-
eryone played well today’s
game,” Bartosz said. “We do
have a very strong defense.
Izzy is also an outstanding
goalie.”

Horne made a couple of
outstanding saves late in the
second half, which helped
the Falcons to hold onto the

=
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Brooklyn Manning looks to send the ball up the field.

lead.

“One of our goals was
to win the summer league
championship,” Horne said.
“It’s very excited to accom-

plish it. I’'m also glad today’s
game didn’t go to overtime
because there was a lot of
pressure on me.”

Manning, who scored

the summer league.

About 15 minutes later,
Sacco drove down the right
side of the field before firing
a shot into the back of the net
for the Falcons second unas-
sisted goal.

The Falcons held a 2-0
halftime advantage.

Early in the second half,
Enfield’s Desi Rodriguez
stole a pass before putting
a shot into the right corner
ending the Falcons shutout
bid.

The Falcons led by two
goals again following a shot
attempt by Sergienko that
took a high bounce on the
turf field and sailed into the
net over the goalie’s head
during the 50th minute.

The Minnechaug girls’
varsity soccer team is sched-
uled to kick off the fall sea-
son at Westfield High School
on Sept. 8. They’ll be facing
East Longmeadow in the
home opener three days later.

Senior Class tag sale fundraiser

WILBRAHAM - The
Minnechaug Regional High
School Senior Class Coun-
cil will be holding a Senior
Class Tag Sale Fundraiser
on Saturday, Oct. 17, from 8
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the school.

The Senior Class Council
is inviting local businesses

and community members to
rent a parking space for $30
to sell their items, wheth-
er that be books, clothes,
games, furniture and other
household items.

To learn more, contact
Michele Magee at mma-
gee @hwrsd.org.

Hampden Senior Center Memory
Café to celebrate 10 years

HAMPDEN - Join us as
we celebrate the Hampden
Senior Center Memory Café
on its 10 year anniversary.

Friday, Aug. 28 starting at
10:15 a.m.

Enjoy a Drumming Class

with Jason followed by a light
lunch.

Thank you for being a part
of “The Journey”.
Please let Wendy

know you're
413.566.5588.

coming at

This week in recreation
Erin Carroll, Assistant Director

WILBRAHAM - We
hope everyone is having
a fantastic summer filled
with fun, friends, family,
and lasting memories!
While summer is still in
full swing, it’s never too
early to start planning
for the fall. Several of
our fall sports programs
are now open for regis-
tration, with even more
opening soon, so don’t
wait to sign up!

Registration for Flag
Football (Grades K—4),
N Zone Junior Sports
(Ages 2-3), and Pre-K
Soccer (Ages 4-5)
opened on July 21st.
Coming up on August
4th, registration opens
for Cross Country
(Grades 5-8), Fall Vol-
leyball (Grades 2-9),
and Fall Tennis (Grades

2-12). Registration has
ended for Fall Soccer (Gr
K-8) and Field Hockey
(Gr 3-8) but please reach
out to the WPRD office
to inquire if any spots
remain.

If you’re still looking
for ways to enjoy the rest
of your summer, Spec
Pond Beach is open dai-
ly through August 16 and
features Amy’s Splash
Park, a concession stand
with ice cream and other
refreshments, and plenty
of opportunities for sum-
mer fun. We also have
openings remaining in
several of our weekly
summer programs.

For more information
about all of our programs
or to register, please visit
wilbrahamrec.com.

Emerling picks up win at Monadnock

WINCHESTER, NH - If
there’s any end in sight to Pat-
rick Emerling’s current domi-
nance of the NASCAR Whel-
en Modified Tour, it wasn’t
visible Saturday, July 25 at
Monadnock Speedway.

The Orchard Park, NY
speedster won the fifth annu-
al JDV Productions Duel At
The Dog energized by USNE
Power Modified main event at
the storied high-banked oval,
using his third consecutive
Tour victory to stay atop the
points parade and, as an added
bonus, picked up an addition-
al $5,000 check for topping
the three-race JDV Whelen
Midsummer Championship.

And he did it with relative
ease. Beating Tyler Rypkema
to the checkers by 2.321 sec-
onds, Emerling now has 13
Whelen Modified Tour victo-
ries to his credit, two of them
scored at Monadnock.

With a huge crowd on hand
for the JDV Duel event, other
winners Saturday at the fast
quarter-mile included Granite
State Pro Stock Series rocket-
man DJ Shaw, and third-year
Pro Truck Challenge hot shoe
Jason Paquette, who scored
his first career Pro Truck vic-
tory in front of the thundering
Duel at The Dog crowd.

Matt Hirschman set fast
time in Whelen Modified

Tour qualifying, touring the
high banks in 11.836 seconds.
The Keystone State hot shoe
was one of ten drivers in the
21-car field to turn sub-12
second laps. It was the third
week in a row that Hirschman
had set fast time but a top-ten
redraw Saturday would place
him ninth on the starting grid
for the night’s 200-lap main
event.

Jon McKennedy, a winner
of many events at Monadnock
over the years, started on the
pole, with defending Tour
Champion Austin Beers at his
side. At their bumpers, were
six-time Champion Doug
Coby and Emerling. McKen-
nedy quickly took charge.

With Coby, Beers, and
Ronnie Williams riding in his
shadow, McKennedy would
lead the first 35 laps. Emer-
ling, content to survey the task
before him, moved up to third
on lap 18.

The first lead change oc-
curred on lap 37, with Beers
low-lining to the front. Two
circuits later, his mirror was
filled by Emerling. He would
take charge on a lap 86 restart
and never look back. Beers
would stay right with him
on restarts, racing wheel-to-
wheel with the eventual race
winner, but each time Emer-
ling would again best him and

pull away.

Tyler Rypkema, aboard
the fabled Boehler Old Blue,
blasted into second on lap
137, actually inching ahead of
Emerling to lead lap 148 by
inches, but two go-rounds lat-
er, the Empire State star was
back in front to stay. Rypke-
ma’s strong second-place per-
formance was his third Whel-
en Modified Tour runner-up
finish of the summer.

Beers held strong to earn
the third-place hardware, fol-
lowed by 15-year-old rookie
sensation Paulie Hartwig III
and Tommy Catalano.

Positions six through ten
went to Teddy Hodgdon,
Eric Goodale, McKennedy,
Coby, and Stephen Kopcik.
Hirschman, after his promis-
ing start, finished 12th on the
night.

Second generation super-
star DJ Shaw did what’s be-
come expected of him in big
northeast Pro Stock events
Saturday. The Center Con-
way, NH ace patiently worked
his way to the front in the 100-
lap Granite State Pro Stock
Series main event, pounced at
the first opportunity, and then
sped off to victory.

Teen star Cole Robie — the
series’ defending champion
and defending Duel at the Dog
Champion — set fast time in

Digital Photos
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Pro Stock qualifying Saturday
with a lap of 12.136 seconds,
but a redraw put Tom Carey
IIT and Cory Casagrande up
front as the race went green.

Carey, with Casagrande
glued to his bumper, had the
best seat in the house for the
first 72 circuits, but Shaw —
from row three — was method-
ically working his way to the
front. Taking third from points
leader Jeremy Sorel on lap 11,
he was content to sit there un-
til low-lining into turn three
40 laps later to swipe second
from Casagrande.

With the same move on
lap 73, Shaw was at the front
and off to the races, Casa-
grande kept it close, but there
was no stopping Shaw once
he was in front. Saturday’s big
Duel At The Dog score was
his second GSPSS victory of
the summer.

With Casagrande hold-
ing strong for a close second,
Carey’s strong performance
brought him home third.
Hudson, NH’s Joey Pole was
fourth under the checkers, and
Robie completed the top five.

Pro Truck Challenge driv-
er Jason Paquette couldn’t
have picked a better day to
earn his first win. Racing in
front of the huge Duel crowd,
the Scotland, CT hot shoe
took the lead from pole starter
Nate Smith on lap 26 and then
held ageless wonder Duane
Noll at his bumper the rest of
the way.

With Noll finishing glued
to the winner’s bumper, Tyler
Chapman was third on the day.
Four-time winner and series
points leader Randy Burr got
as high as third before settling
for fourth, and Adrien Paradis
was fifth in the 16-truck field.
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Enrollment Update

Open Enrollment is Oc-
tober 15th—December 7th.
This is a time to look at your
current insurance plan and de-
termine if making changes is
beneficial to you. Before Open
Enrollment, save the date for
these programs that will help
you gather more information
about your insurance and
make informed decisions.

Thursday, Sept. 3, 9:30
a.m.—Lobby Learning with
Arielle from the Regional
SHINE Program

Friday, Sept. 18, 12:30
p.m.—Blue Cross and Blue
Shield present Medicare Triv-
ia

Wednesday, Oct. 14—
Round Table Q&A Session
with  SHINE Counselors
Becky & Ann

More information about

these programs will be in the
next Scribe, but be sure to save
the dates!!!

Lobby Learning

Lobby Learning is taking
a break for the summer. Stay
tuned for a great lineup com-
ing in September!

Is there an organization
you would like us to invite?
We’d love to hear your sug-
gestions!

Common Threads led by
Joan Tompkins, PhD
Mondays, from
12:30 to 1:30 p.m.

Come and join this friend-
ly group... to share memories
and learn new coping skills for
dealing with loss, loneliness,
and adapting to life changes.
There is no cost to join.

MEMORY CAFE

EVERY FRIDAY AT
10:15 a.m. Please call Wendy
for more information.

Sponsored by: Friends of
Hampden Senior Citizens &
private donations.

The Memory Café is a
welcoming place for individ-
uals with memory challenges,
along with caregivers, family,
or friends, to gather in a safe,
supportive, and engaging en-
vironment.

Here’s what’s happening in
August at the Memory Café:

Aug. 7 — Summer Craft
& BINGO

Aug. 14 — Music with Re-
nee

Aug. 21 — Rhythm & Mo-
tion with Sara

Aug. 28 — 10th Anniver-
sary Celebration! Drums with
Jason

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

Blind Date with a Book is in
full swing!

We hope you are enjoying
your “blind date” and remem-
ber, if you finish your current
book before the next session,
you can stop in to pick up an-
other book and go on another
“date”.

Next Meeting: Tuesday,
Sept. 1, from 10 a.m. to Noon.

The theme for the next
date is: “Walk Down Memory
Lane”

Thanks to Ellen Moriarty
and her team at the Hampden
Public Library, to the late Cin-
dy O’Sullivan, whose love of
books, reading, and education
inspires us daily, and thank
you to Mary Grassetti for
providing a fun and engaging
experience while learning new
things in a very different kind
of book club. Let’s see what
she does next! Don’t wait to
sign up.

Please register for the next
session by calling the Senior
Center before Aug. 14.

You must register so we
have an ample selection of
books.

Crafts with Kim
Lighted Hummingbird
Wreath
Tuesday, Aug. 11
from I to 3 p.m.

Cost is $25 per project. All
materials will be provided.

Floral Mirror
Tuesday, Aug. 18 from
10 a.m. to Noon
Cost is $10. All materials
will be provided.
Projects are displayed in
the vestibule. Pre-registration
is required.

Beginner Summer Themed
Watercolor Classes

Page 13

with Trish Pilon
Wednesdays, Aug. 5,12, 19,
and 26 from 9:30 a.m. to
Noon.

Weekly projects will be
posted in the lobby. All mate-
rials will be provided.

You are welcome to bring
your own supplies; however,
the class fee remains the same.

Cost is $40 for the session
if paid in full or $12 per class.
Pre-registration is required.

Greeting Cards with Ellie
Monday, Aug. 24,
from 1 to 3 p.m.
Cost is $3.00 per person.
All materials are provided.
Come and discover end-
less possibilities for creating
your own personal greeting
cards. Learn new techniques
each month. Class will meet
on the 4th Monday of every
month.
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" PET OF THE MONTH )

ELDOTC

East Longmeadow Dog

WILBRAHAM
Animal Hospital
Andrew R. Hersman, DVM
William D. Anderson, DVM
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM

Nicholas Schipper, DVM
Madison Harris, DVM

Meet Scariett!

Obedience Training Club
Classes held at

546 Main Street, Hampden, MA
Classes held every Monday-Thursday evenings

She is a 2-year-old West Asian village dog
from Azerbaijan. She was rescued from the
city streets of Baku by Baku Street Dog Rescue.
Scarlett loves hiking and playing fetch.

She lives in Hampden with Ralph and Tina DeLullo.

Lynn Dgetluck, DVM Start Your
Leah Guidry, DVM
Denise Chiminiello, DVM Puppy or Rescue
Caitlin Vaugh, DVM Off Right With
: - - Obedience Training
Wilbraham Animal Hospital at ELDOTC!

2424 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA : 4
413.596.8395 ! :
wilbrahamanimalhospital.com

East Springfield Veterinary Hospital
A / 525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA

i 413.739.6389 e esvhospital.com

' (Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291)
Open Evenings & Saturdays

© Obedience Training -
SZASSES  Beginner to Utility

Facebook.com/eastlongmeadowdogobedience
For Information or to Register

Call (413) 355-0553

eastlongmeadowdogobedience.com
We Teach You How to Train Your Dog!

£ i
== g Harmon PACK WALKS 1 Porter Road Pet Care
. | . . £ % orter Roa
R P-GFSDTEEM " park Wilbraham at Noon, East Longmeadow WA

ey

| —Every Sunday in Bechertown N /;
behind the Police Dept. at 10 a.m. ?

All Ages And Breeds Welcome

413-525-3532

2
2,
%

% o
€. Day care -

www.porterroadpetcare.com

Iraining

\_ J $20 Each - Weather Permitting « Day Care e SPA Services
e Boarding Available
Every Wednesday Night at 5:30 p.m. Web Cams Bathing
ATT E N TI o N Non-Commital Obedience Socialization Group. Heated Haircuts
Find us at Belchertown State School in front of .
| RE ADERS! Christopher Heights and Belchertown Day School. Large o Maincures
Indoor/Outdoor
Send il‘l vour pet picture fOI‘ our NEW CLASSES! Accommodations S $5
“Pet of the Month” and receive a AUGUST 17TH Playtime Available - S"e
FREE weekend get-away or NEW BASICS IN OBEDIENCE Fenced in on Laycare,
sna nackaae for vour pet AND SOCIALIZATION CLASSES START! 1/4 Acre Lot Grooming
pap g L[ Dogs of all ages welcome! or Boa rding
courtesy Of_ Porter Road Pet Care. Sign up through the Belchertown Rec. Dept. (Y ) e
Email your photos to: Check our FaceBook page or Belchertown Rec Dept. for more info. A° .x. Limit 1 coupon per pet.
jwalker@turley.com. Please include e Expires 8/31/26
your name and your pet’s name. 413-246-0859 * AKC Certified

The Real Reasons Why Your Dog Follows You All the Time

Have you ever felt
like your dog is your
personal shadow?
No matter where you
go—the kitchen, the
bathroom, or even just
across the couch—
they’'re always right
behind you. There are
reasons for their con-
stant companionship.
Dogs don’t just follow
their humans for food
or fun; it’s rooted in
instinct, emotion, and
even their well-being.

They see you as
their pack leader-

Dogs are natural pack
animals; in their eyes,
you are the pack’s lead-
er. In the wild, sticking
close to the leader en-
sures safety, guidance,
and resource access.
They have separa-
tion anxiety- If your
dog panics when you
leave the house or even
just leaves the room,
they might have sep-
aration anxiety. Dogs
with this condition feel
intense distress when
they’re away from their
human, leading them to

follow you everywhere
just to make sure you
don’t disappear.

They’re hoping for
food or a treat- Let’s
be honest, dogs are
opportunists. If you’'ve
ever handed them a
treat while standing
at the counter or giv-
en them a snack just
because they looked
cute, they’ve learned
that following you can
sometimes lead to re-
wards.

They want to pro-
tect you- Some dogs

take their job as your
bodyguard very seri-
ously. Whether you re-
alize it or not, your dog
might follow you to en-
sure you're safe.

They are imprinted
on you- Puppies and
young rescues will im-
print on their humans. If
you’ve raised your dog
since they were young,
they likely see you as
their primary source of
comfort and security.
Imprinted dogs feel an
intense attachment and
naturally want to stay

close to the person
they trust most.

They love you- One
of the biggest reasons
your dog follows you
is simply because they
love you. Dogs form
strong emotional bonds
with their humans, and
staying close is their
way of showing affec-
tion.

They are aging- Older
dogs sometimes follow
their humans more. Vi-
sion and hearing loss
or cognitive issues can
make them feel more

vulnerable, so they rely
on your presence for
guidance and comfort.

We are entertaining
and they don’t want
to miss out- FOMO
(Fear of Missing Out)
isn’t just a human
problem—dogs get it
too! If your dog thinks
there’s even the slight-
est chance something
exciting might happen,
they’ll stick to you like
glue, just in case. We
are also pretty enter-
taining to watch as
well!
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Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England Forest
Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178.

TAG SALE

AUGUST 8, 9am-2pm.
Rain or shine. Indoor garage, household
items, furniture, misc. items from contents
of apartment.

7 Longview Ave., Ware.

WANTED!
CASH for:

* Machinist tools, power tools

& Snap on.
« Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.

Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches,
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising,
radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item
or entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2x***x*xxx A & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.
Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301
or visit my website at
dannyselectricllc.com
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic.
#14960A. 413-533-8867

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured *
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAWN & GARDEN

HEADS UP LAWN

SPRINKLERS LLC.
Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads,
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices.

Call 413-279-4122 to set up
an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. Call John at (413)206-6509. MA
License #8101A1.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry *
Framing ¢ Drywall »
Painting * & more!

(413) 687'5552/

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S
RUBBISH REMOVAL
Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, Pools/Hot
Tubs Removed. Family owned/operated
since 1950 .
(413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

2007 TOYOTA 4RUNNER
SPORT EDITION.
195,500 miles, well maintained, clean.
Vehicle has been in Texas most of its
ownership. One family owned vehicle.
Text 413-244-5336 for more info
or to be seen.

HUNTINGTON BOARD OF HEALTH
is seeking a part-time Transfer Station at-
tendant. 16.33 per hour based on qualifi-
cations. Application and Job descrirption
are available online at www.huntington.
us deadline is 8/18/2026.
Town of Huntington is an
Equal Opportunity Employee

SERVERS WANTED

Inquire at Girly’s Grill,
1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

o o
Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

-
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
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FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

|_FOR RENT |
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

YOUR

~AD
HERE

Email us at:
classifieds@turley.com

Call:
413-283-8393
Visit:
newspapers.turley.com/
classifieds

Subscribe Todau!

Turley%

Publications, Inc

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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Wilbraham in-person
early voting hours

WILBRAHAM - The
State Primary is being held
on Tuesday, September 1,
2026. Registered voters in
Massachusetts will be able
to cast their ballot in-per-
son before the State Prima-
ry. In-person early voting
for Wilbraham registered
voters will take place at the
Wilbraham Town Hall, 240
Springfield Street, on the

following dates and times:
Hours of Early Voting:
Saturday, August 22,
2026 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday, August 24 thru
Friday, August 28, 2026
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Contact the Wilbraham
Town Clerk’s Office with
any questions. (413) 596-
2800 x200 or Clerks@Wil-
braham-ma.gov.

Electronic Recycling
Fundraiser Aug. 22

HAMPDEN - Green
Day Recycling is hosting
an electronics recycling
event fundraiser, and we in-
vite everyone to participate.

Event Details:

- Location: Federated
Community Church, 590
Main Street, Hampden,
MA 01036

- Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
(Rain or shine)

- Date: Saturday Aug.
22

- Pricing: Some items
are free to recycle, while
others range from $5 to $40
each.

- Benefit: A portion of
the proceeds will benefit
the hosting parish.

Everyone is welcome to
attend.

Listen, pray, share & thank

INDIAN ORCHARD -
A concert in Honor of the
Blessed Virgin Mary will
be held at Immaculate Con-
ception Church, 25 Park-
er St. Indian Orchard, Ma
on Sunday, Aug. 16, 2026
starting at 3 p.m.

Join our Parish Choir
in singing Polish, English
& Latin Marian Hymns.
Guest speakers during the
Concert will be Franciscan
Sisters of the Eucharist-

Sister Faith Marie Woolsey
FSE will speak about the
Rosary and its significance,
and Sister Rosario Ongayo
FSE will speak about real
life experiences related to
the mysteries of the Rosary.

Light refreshments after
the concert.

Program is sponsored
by Parish Rosary Sodality,
Free will offering will ben-
efit the parish.

GRANT from page 9

Our past grant recipients
include the Hampden Se-
nior Center, Hampden Pub-
lic Library, Scantic River
Artisans, The Theatre Guild
of Hampden, the Hampden
PTO, our high school, ele-
mentary and middle schools
within HWRSD, One Book
One Community, Old Post
Road Orchestra, Pathways
for Parents, Strings and
Friends, and many individ-
ual artists.

The Hampden Cultural
Council will start accept-
ing online grant applica-
tions for FY27 on Septem-
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ber Ist. The deadline for
grant applications is Octo-
ber 15th, 2026. A full list
of application guidelines
can be found at https:/
massculturalcouncil.org/
communities/local-cultur-
al-council-program/appli-
cation-process/ Still have
more questions or ideas for
future programming for the
town of Hampden? Are you
interested in joining Hamp-
den>s Cultural Council?
Contact our Hampden Cul-
tural Council Chair, Virginia
Blake at ginbee@charter.
net.

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times Ir
~ November 5, 2026 ~ "\ .. =

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times i
will be saluting our local veterans
(from all wars and branches, including {1
honoring deceased veterans), reservists, \ i
| | active duty U.S. Military members. '

~ Please submit a photo of your veteran with his |
or her name, rank, branch of military and hometown i
by email to jamie @turley.com or drop off a photo to |
il The Wilbraham-Hampden Times, i, & B
ft || 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 |
2 | |1’ All photos will be returned.

e " | Please submit your photo no later than il
Monday, October 27, 2026. [ b

Town of Hampden
Conservation Commission
In accordance with the Wet-

land Protection Act, Chapter 131,
section 40, a Public Hearing will
be held by the Hampden Conser-
vation Commission on August
19,2026 at the Hampden Town
Hall, (85 Wilbraham Rd) at
6:00pm.This is for a Request for
Determination of Applicability
filed by Eversource Gas Com-
pany of Massachusetts. Within
Hampden, approximately 2,324
linear feet of new 6-inch HDPE
gas main within Wilbraham Road
roadway layout and 61 linear feet
of new 4 inch HDPE gas main
within Echo Valley Drive. The
Hampden portion extends from
343 Wilbraham Rd to the Wilbra-
ham town line. The hearing will
be held in the Selectboard meet-
ing room. For more information
contact Conservation@Hampden
ma.gov.

08/06/2026

Town of Wilbraham
Municipal Facilities
Reuse & Consolidation

Initiative Request for
Information (RFT)

The Town of Wilbraham is
seeking information and con-
ceptual proposals from qualified
organizations, institutions, de-
velopers, nonprofit entities, ed-
ucational providers, recreation
operators, and public-private
partners regarding potential adap-
tive reuse, redevelopment, lease,
partnership, and/or purchase op-
portunities involving several mu-
nicipal facilities.

Properties Included in this RFI
are Memorial School (310 Main
St), Little Red School House (28
Springfield St), Former Wilbra-
ham Police Building (16 Main
St), Wilbraham Town Hall (240
Springfield St). Responses due

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

PUBLIC NOTICES W

Wednesday, August 19, 2026,
2:00 p.m.

Voluntary site visits Thursday,
July 30, 2026, 8:30 a.m. at 16
Main Street.

For full RFI document visit:
www.wilbraham-ma.gov “Bids”.
07/30, 08/06/2026

Sale of Motor Vehicle
This ad is pursuant to MA
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A as
of August 7, 2026 the following
motor vehicle will be for sale to
satisfy a garage keepers lien:
2001 GMC Sierra 1500
VIN#: IGHTHK29U31E256247
LKO: Tina Kearns
40 Sutton Rd.
Millbury, MA
PO BOX 181
South Grafton, MA 01560
R & S Assoc. Inc
PO Box 543
Wilbraham MA 01095
413-596-4374
07/23, 07/30, 08/06/2026

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, bhe sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

Page 15

OBITUARY B

Willard W.

Boss, 92

1933 - 2026

WILBRAHAM - Wil-
lard Wilcox “Bill” Boss,
92, died peace-
fully on Sunday,
July 26, 2026,
surrounded by 5
his loved ones, at . &
home. F‘ e

Bill was born,
at home, on No-
vember 13, 1933,
in Ware, MA. He
was the youngest
of six sons born
to the late Gilbert
H. and Alice M. (Wilcox)
Boss. The family moved
from Ware to Springfield
in 1939, where Bill’s dad
owned and operated an in-
dependent auto and truck
repair business. Bill grad-
vated from the former
Springfield Technical High
School and subsequent en-
gineering courses from his
employers; Chrysler Corp.,
Chicago Pneumatic Tool
Co., Detroit Ball Bearing
Co. (InVetech Corp.) and
Applied Industrial Tech-
nologies. His employment
required him to live in Uti-
ca, NY, Dallas, TX, Detroit,
MI and Toledo, OH. Upon
his retirement, he returned
to reside in Longmeadow,
MA. He was a 32nd Degree
Mason of Esoteric Lodge
AM. & FM.,, a Knights

-
Lo |

Templar of the Morningstar
chapter of Royal Arch Ma-
sons, and a mem-
ber of the Melha
Shriners Director
Staff prior to The
Vintage Auto unit
to which he be-
longed for many
years.

Bill was pre-
deceased by his
wife Susan (But-

terick) Boss,
brothers; Ralph,
Everett, Charles, Gilbert
“Harold” and Kenneth.

He is survived and will be
sadly missed by his daugh-
ters; Vicki L. Boss-Nunez
of Westfield, W. Lynn
Boss-Rowinsky (Gerry) of
Methuen, and his life part-
ner Phyllis Laplante of Wil-
braham, as well as several
grandchildren, great grand-
children and many nieces
and nephews.

At Bill’s request, burial
will be private and at the
convenience of the family
in Aspen Grove Cemetery,
Ware, MA. In lieu of flow-
ers, please consider a me-
morial contribution to Shri-
ners’ Hospital for Children,
516 Carew St., Springfield,
MA 01104. Wilbraham Fu-
neral Home is assisting the
family.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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Wilbraham-Hampden Times

OBITUARY POLICY

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name
of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries
should be submitted through a funeral home to:

obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

6. Snakelike fish
9. Database management

14. American rocker Grohl

15. Greek personification of
compassion

16. Negatives

17. Rescued

18. Self-immolation by fire
ritual

19. Assigns tasks

21, Popular type of cigar

22. Discounts

23. The whole quantity

24, New York Giants legend

25. Indicates before

28. Lentils

29. Extremely angry

31. Body part

33. “North Star State”

36. David __, US playwright

66 67
CLUES ACROSS 38. Lower and raise one’s
1. Bleated head

39. Private rendezvous
41. In a way, improved

46. Automobile

48. Something you can take

49. A radio band

51. Jaws of a voracious
animal

52. Short-billed rails

54. Chinese province

56. Shameless

60. Horizontal passage from
the surface into a mine

61. Indian respectful titles

62. Fail to entertain

63. Dried-up

64. Central Utah city

65. Southern U.S.

66. German river

67. Necessary for breathing

68. Put into play

CLUES DOWN

68

1. Curved segment

2. Wings

8. Type of light

10. Tattle

3. Yellowish volatile liquid

system 44, A place to play 4. Makes less severe
13. Social evolution 45, Astronomical period of 5. Debit note
anthropologist Service 18 years 6. Overhang

7. The nights before

9. Lacking enthusiasm

11. Some is “heavy”

23.They __

26. Backside

intimacy

12. One who is canonized
14. Indicates date and
place of writing
17. “Peace” in Arabic
20. “Olaf” actor Josh
21. Fragmented rock

25. Advanced degree
27. Influential architect

and design couple
29. An act of undue

30. Words from which
later words are derived

32. 10 meters

34. Neither

35. Fungal sacs

37. The law of God
revealed to Moses

40. A woolen cap of
Scottish origin

42. A promise

43. Challenges

47. British Air Aces

49. Large bank

50. Served as an omen

52. Cavalry sword

53. Vaccine developer

55. Belgian WW2
resistance leader Jules

56. Italian Seaport

57. Hip joint

58. __ Clapton, musician

59. Insect repellent

61. Constrictor snake

65 “The First State”
(abbr.)




The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES —— August6,2026

HOMETOWN

 EXTERIORS -

The Beauty of
a Wood Deck
Without the Upkeep.

From cozy outdoor living rooms to
breathtaking multi-level escapes, every
deck that our craftsmen build is designed,
engineered, and constructed with quality,
craftsmanship, and endless possibilities in

mind. We turn your backyard vision into a o f"/ /
stunning, long-lasting reality. - ' h IimberTech
J EXTERIORS i 7 EVERYTHING WOOD SHOULD BE“"

LOCAL.
FAMILY-OWNED.
IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.
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HOME PERFORMANCE
- E X T E R I O R S - FOAM - FIBERGLASS * CELLULOSE

OF WESTERN MASS

413-485-7335 413-417-8787 413-417-8800 866-463-6261

BELCHERTOWN = WESTFIELD = ADAMS




