
TIMESTIMES
TOWN
Bridges
need 
improvement
Page 4

SPORTS
Wilbraham 
#1 in second 
place
Page 11

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID
PALMER, MA

PERMIT NO. 22

The Wilbraham-Hampden

TIMES
JULY 20, 2023 www.wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.comA TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com

Dedicated to Improving the Quality of Life in the Communities We Serve

ECR-WSS 
LOCAL POSTAL CUSTOMER

60

CELEBRATING

TURLEY PUBLICATIO
N

Syears

Wilbraham United 
Church welcomes 
new pastor
Rev. Janet Skagerlind began last month 

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

WILBRAHAM – Rev. Janet Skagerlind is embracing 
her role as Wilbraham United Church’s newest pastor. 

She brings to the position a wealth of knowledge 
and experience, accumulated over 25 years of ministry. 
Skagerlind began her tenure at the 
church last month and is already 
impressed by the community she 
serves. 

“This church has given me the 
warmest welcome, and I mean the 
warmest welcome. That is deeply 
moving,” she said. “At worship, 
the people have been very en-
gaged. For a pastor, it’s appreci-
ated when people are engaged 
in what you’re up there trying to 
communicate.” 

Skagerlind graduated from 
Clark University in Worcester, 
where she received a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in the Humanities. She 
attended the then-Andover New-
ton Theological School in New-
ton, earning a Master of Divinity and doctoral credits. 

Born and raised in Massachusetts, Skagerlind origi-
nally intended to become an opera singer. Before decid-
ing to go into ministry, she attended the New England 
Conservatory of Music as a voice major and is a trained 
classical singer. 

 Skagerlind grew up in the American Baptist Church, 
in which she was ordained. She explained her decision 
to pivot. 

“As I progressed through seminary, I realized that I 
was better suited for the United Church of Christ,” she 
said. “I ended up going back to seminary to take UCC 
Polity, and I had to kind of go through the ordination pro-
cess again… It took me a year, but I was granted standing 
in the United Church of Christ.”

Skagerlind noted that she loved her previous position, 
but it was time for something new. Her family moved 
from Templeton to Hardwick, and she sought a position 
that was within an acceptable commute. 

Entering the search process, one church quickly 
caught her attention. She described how she became a 
pastor at Wilbraham United Church. 

“The moment that I saw Wilbraham listed, I knew it. 
I said, ‘That’s the one!’ All I can say is sometimes it’s as 
simple and as mystical as the working of the Holy Spirit. 
I knew that was the one, and evidently, they decided they 
wanted me as well,” Skagerlind said. 

While she hasn’t had much of an opportunity to ex-
plore the town, Skagerlind praised the church commu-
nity for its level of engagement and noted that there is 
strong leadership. 

“They seem to be a very active congregation that has 
a true desire to engage with the larger community, and 
I’ll tell you, for any pastor, that’s very, very enticing,” she 
said, complimenting the missions the church supports, its 
vacation bible camps and its contemporary and tradition-
al music among other exciting facets. 

Outside of the church, Skagerlind enjoys solitary ac-
tivities because they help refuel her. She spends time in 
prayer and is careful not to burn herself out because over 
the course of her career she realized that benefits no one. 
She listed several of her favorite activities. 

“I like to garden, I like to run, I like to spend time 
with my animals and my family; not necessarily in that 
order. I do those things, and they’re very fulfilling to me,” 
she said. 

Beyond her passion for the church, Skagerlind has 
a passion for doing good in the world. While she’s in 

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN – Children and 
teens visited the library from noon 
to 1 p.m. on July 15 to create bleach 
tie-dye shirts. 

During the event, participants 
folded, twisted, scrunched and tied 
up with rubber bands a black shirt 
and soaked it in water. From there, 
the shirt got sprayed with bleach 
from spray or squirt bottles. 

After 10 minutes, the shirts 
were washed in the Charles R. Mel-

ville Room, revealing the tie-dye 
patterns. 

Young Adult Librarian Maxine 
Girard oversaw the event, explain-
ing tie-dye events have gone on for 
the last couple of summers. 

However, this year’s was the 
first to use bleach, an idea credited 
to library employee Gracen Mori-
arty. 

“We thought it would be fun to 
switch it up and use black shirts and 
bleach instead of your traditional 
white shirt and colored dye,” Gi-
rard said.

Girard added tie-dye “has been 

such a popular activity here” and 
that making tie-dye coincides with 
summertime. 

“I feel like tie-dye is such a 
summer activity that it really is just 
a fun, timeless activity for every-
body to participate in. So, we love 
hosting it and our participants real-
ly seem to enjoy it as well,” Girard 
said. 

Adrianne Moretz heard about 
the event after signing up for sum-
mer reading. 

She made a tie-dye shirt and lat-
er created a tie-dye bucket hat. 

Kids have tie-dye fun at Library

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Joel Johnston shows off his bleach tie-dye shirt creation during the Bleach Tie-Dye event at Hampden Free Public 
Library.

From Native Americans 
to the Minnechaug dress 
code

By Charles F. Bennett
Times Editor Emeritus

Native Americans
Don’t forget to stop in at the Sun-

day, Aug. 7 Open House at 2 p.m. in 
the garden of the Old Meeting House 
Museum at 450 Main St. to hear lo-
cal historian Patrick Duquette’s talk 
about Wilbraham as the center of Na-
tive American culture. The talk is free 
and open to the public and refresh-
ments will be served after the talk.

And that reminded me of the tales 
about the Indians told in Chauncey 
Peck’s “History of Wilbraham” pub-
lished in 1913 at the 150th birthday 
of the town.

When Peck was a child his great-

aunt, Mrs. Gideon Kibbe, 
told him about an experi-
ence her mother had when 
she was a child of 8 or 
10 years of age, probably 
around 1740 or 1750.

She was riding on a 
sled with her parents and 
other children at the end of 
a winter’s day. They saw 
three Indians suddenly ap-
pear standing in the snow 
on the side of the road. 
Peck wrote, “The hearts of 
the children sank down into 
their little shoes as they 
cowered under the blan-
kets, but the father drove 
right on to where the Indians were 
standing in the snow.” Each Indian 
held out their hand saying, “Tobac.” 
“tobac” “tobac.” Peck went on to say 
that the only good thing tobacco was 
good for, was to kill flies!

No history of Wilbraham could 

be told without mentioning 
the Native American soap-
stone dishes and fragments 
of implements and the con-
siderable numbers of them, 
including arrowheads found 
in the eastern part of our 
town. We are sure that when 
Patrick Duquette gives his 
talk, he will mention the fa-
mous soapstone quarry site 
that lies off Glendale Road, 
not far from the former 
Glendale Meeting House 
across Glendale Cemetery 
on the corner of Glendale 
and Monson Roads.

Another legacy of the 
Indians discovered in town in 1890 
are the remains of three Native Amer-
ican fireplaces. The fireplaces were 
found among numerous artifacts and 
arrowheads near the north of the Cen-
ter Village and west of Main Street, 

HISTORICAL WILBRAHAM

‘Timeframes’ unique to Wilbraham

 Submitted photo 
Rev. Janet Skagerlind 

is the new pastor at 
Wilbraham United 

Church.

Please see TIE-DYE, page 5

Please see CHURCH, page 15 Please see HISTORICAL, page 13

Courtesy Photo
Minnechaug 
Principal Lincoln 
Dexter imposed 
a dress code in 
1969.
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LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN 

CENTER CUT 
PORK CHOPS .....................

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SPARE RIBS ............

USDA INSP. 

$299
lb

SALE DATES: 7/20/23-7/26/23

$252

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK TENDERLOIN ..............$199

$424
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF EYE ROUND .........................

49¢

USDA INSP. FRESH

BONELESS & SKINLESS 
CHICKEN BREAST 1O LB BAG .........

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS TRAY PAK 

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN IQF

RAW PEELED SHRIMP
31/40 COUNT 2 LB BAG .................... ea

$125
ea

USDA INSP. GRADE A

FARM FRESH EGGS DOZEN ..........

$299

$399

lb

ea

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

BONELESS THIGH MEAT ...
USDA INSP. FROZEN 
OCEAN GOURMET 20 OZ.

STUFFED CLAMS ................

CUT 
FREE $159

lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN DELI
VIRGINIA HAM ..................

$399
lb

$699

BEEF TOP ROUND 
LONDON BROIL or STEAKS

WHOLE 
OR HALF

GREAT ON THE GRILL

FRESH BONELESS

BEEF STRIP LOIN

$477
lb

$699
lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
TERIYAKI MARINATED

BEEF BLADE STEAKS .........

$665
lb

USDA INSP. 
FROZEN STORE MADE

$1569
ea

20 CT BOX

HAMBURGER PATTIES
            80% LEAN

$1999
ea

3 OZ 4 OZ

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

HAMPDEN – When the Board of Se-
lectmen met on July 10, Town Adminis-
trator Bob Markel shared several tech-re-
lated updates with those in attendance. 

First, he noted that the town will not 
receive an EV charging station any time 
soon. 

“EV charging, I think that program is 
on hold indefinitely,” Markel said. “The 
state has a grant problem called MassEV-
IP. That program itself is closed right now, 
and we don’t know when it’s going to 
open. The speculation is they’re waiting 
to see what the money is like that they’re 
going to get from Washington.”

The Massachusetts Electric Vehicle 
Incentive Program provides grants for up 
to 60% the cost of Level 1 or Level 2 EV 
charging stations, with up to $50,000 able 
to be allotted to a specific address. 

Private, public or nonprofit workplac-
es and fleets with 15 or more employees 
on site are eligible. The Volkswagen En-
vironmental Mitigation Trust funds the 
program. 

A Level 1 EV charging station pro-
vides charging through a common, resi-
dential 120-volt AC outlet. A Level 2 EV 
charging station uses a 240v outlet and is 
faster. 

Markel proposed bringing in a Level 3 
DC charging station, which is the quickest 
and most powerful type of EV charging 
available. 

“That would allow residents to go and 
get their car charged in 20 minutes or so,” 
Markel said. “These Level 2s that the 
state is now financing take six or seven 
hours (to charge a car) so presumably if 
we did something over at the senior cen-
ter parking lot, people would pull in, let 
their car sit there and occupy those ports. 

I don’t think that’s going to be function-
al so, until we can get something I think 
more suitable for our need or our future 
need, I think we’re going to hold off.” 

Next, Markel updated the board on the 
potential implementation of Laserfiche, 
the leading SaaS provider of enterprise 
content management and business pro-
cess automation. 

Laserfiche is used by businesses of 
all sizes in industries such as account-
ing, construction, real estate, education, 
healthcare and manufacturing. It provides 
those companies with document scanning 
capabilities, data capture, search features, 
workflow automation tools and metadata 
modification, according to its website.  

Without saying his name, Markel 
proposed that Selectman Craig Rivest, 
known for his technical prowess, lead the 
introduction of the technology in Hamp-
den. Markel had previously spoken to 
someone affiliated with Laserfiche who 
gave him the following advice. 

“He is urging that we have a champi-
on; someone internally like a member of 
the Board of Selectmen who is a tech guy 
to champion this process because what 
tends to happen is one or two departments 
will embrace it, and there’s some trouble 
getting the other departments, particularly 
if they are independent of the Selectmen 
or independently elected boards, to buy 
into it,” Markel said. 

On its website, Laserfiche notes that 
it uses powerful workflows, electronic 
forms, intelligent analytics, document and 
records management and more to enable 
entities to focus on growth across their 
enterprise. 

“We help companies digitize their 
business and manage their information 
lifecycle,” it says. “Our platform empow-
ers people everywhere to work smarter, so 
that together, we create innovative solu-
tions that enrich our world.”

Town administrator offers
updates on tech to Hampden BOS

Information on gas line 
replacement project 

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM – The Department 
of Public Works is sharing information 
about the Bulky Waste Disposal Program 
to help residents learn more about the 
program.

The disposal program helps residents 
properly dispose of bulky waste products. 

DPW Director Tonya Capparello ex-
plained the disposal program was “well 
received” by members of the Disposal 
& Recycling Center “since it enables the 
proper disposal of the larger waste items 
in a cost-effective manner.”

Additionally, the disposal program 
“eliminates the need to hire a costly haul-
er.” 

“A DRC member can simply buy 
stickers at Town Hall for the disposal 
of the bulky items. The program itself 
speaks for the success because it has 
been very popular from inception to the 
point that it is no longer a pilot program. 
The Bulky Waste Disposal Program is a 
service that will be available at the DRC 
for the foreseeable future,” Capparello 
said.

Capparello shared residents can join 
DRC by applying for their annual mem-
bership.

“Residents can apply by visiting the 
Collector’s Office, by mail--they must 
include a self-addressed and stamped en-
velope--or online at Wilbraham-ma.gov,” 
Capparello said. 

She explained how the program came 
together.

“Bulky waste, simply put, are items 
that are too large to put in the regular 
waste. There seemed to be a need for this 
type of program based on inquiries and 
feedback, which prompted the launch of 
a pilot program,” Capparello said. 

After the 
pilot’s suc-
cess, it is now 
known as the 
Bulky Waste 
Disposal Pro-
gram. 

C a p p a r -
ello shared 
some of the 
bulky waste 
items the dis-
posal program 
takes, add-
ing residents 
can view the 
town website 
or contact the 
DPW office 
for more de-
tails. 

“ S o m e 
e x a m p l e s 
are furniture, 
m a t t r e s s -
es and box 
springs, rugs/

carpet and toilets,” Capparello said. 
Mattresses, specifically, received a re-

cent fee increase of $40 to $60, approved 
during the July 10 Board of Selectmen 
meeting. 

Capparello explained the fee increase. 
“The waste ban that became effective 

in late 2022 included mattresses, which 
meant that mattresses would need to be 
recycled unless contaminated. The pro-
cessing cost for mattresses increased due 
to the need for compliance work and spe-
cialized vendors,” Capparello said. “The 
language of the waste ban included box 
springs as part of the definition of ‘mat-
tress,’ so the cost of both mattress and 
box spring disposal had to be increased 
in order to keep the program financially 
feasible to maintain operation.” 

Capparello wants residents to know 
the Bulky Waste Disposal Program has 
benefits for everyone.

“Having the Bulky Waste Disposal 
Program readily available helps residents 
dispose of items that are damaged, non-
functional or difficult to donate at a re-
duced cost compared to commercial drop 
off or companies that will do pickups,” 
Capparello said. “Residents from other 
communities are also able to purchase an 
annual membership from the DRC and 
take advantage of the program. Hopeful-
ly, this program will result in a reduction 
of illegal dumping. “

Lastly, Capparello wants residents to 
know about a main gas line replacement 
project taking place on Main Street in 
July, August and September.

“Eversource is planning to install a 
new gas line underneath the sidewalk 
on Main Street from Tinkham Road to 
McIntosh Drive. Abutters to the project 
have received an informational letter and 
a door hanger from Eversource and their 
contractor, NPL Construction, to help 
address questions and resolve problems 
throughout the duration of the project,” 
Capparello said. 

She added residents are welcome to 
contact the DPW if they have any ques-
tions or concerns.

To learn more about the Bulky Waste 
Disposal Program, visit the town web-
site or contact the DPW office at DPW@
Wilbraham-ma.gov or 413-596-2800 ext. 
208. 

 Turley photo by Dalton Zbierski
The Wilbraham Department of Public 
Works.

DPW shares information on 
Bulky Waste Disposal Program 
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Eastfield Mall • 1655 Boston Road, Springfield

Eastfield Mall 1655 Boston Rd.

Donovan’s
Irish Pub
FOOD & SPIRITS

Western Mass.’
#1 Irish Pub
for Food &

Entertainment with
a Family Friendly

Atmosphere!

DINNER SPECIALS
Thurs. & Sat.: Corn Beef & Cabbage •   Fri.: Whole Belly Clams

Thurs. 3/28 The Jeff & Jason Show
Friday 3/29 The Healys w/John Tabb

Saturday, March 30
Direct from New York,
International Irish Entertainer

DONAL O’SHAUGHNESSY!
Join us for an evening of singing, joke-telling
and yarn-spinning fun for the whole family!

Eastfield Mall 1655 Boston Rd.

Donovan’s
Irish Pub
FOOD & SPIRITS

Western Mass.’
#1 Irish Pub
for Food &

Entertainment with
a Family Friendly

Atmosphere!

DINNER SPECIALS
Thurs. & Sat.: Corn Beef & Cabbage •   Fri.: Whole Belly Clams

Thurs. 3/28 The Jeff & Jason Show
Friday 3/29 The Healys w/John Tabb

Saturday, March 30
Direct from New York,
International Irish Entertainer

DONAL O’SHAUGHNESSY!
Join us for an evening of singing, joke-telling
and yarn-spinning fun for the whole family!

Western Mass's #1 Irish Pub!Western Mass's #1 Irish Pub!

Follow us on Facebook and visit our website for the most 
up to date information on our Grand Opening in Holyoke.

EXCITING NEWS!
Donovan's 
Irish Pub 
is moving to 

80 Jarvis Ave. 
in Holyoke 
(currently Slainte). 

OPENING END OF 
SEPTEMBER!

Join us for our final 
goodbye to Springfield!

Friday, July 21st

Live Music with 
The Healys w/Barney McElhone

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
LOCALLY GROWN!

at Elsie’s Creamery!

IT’S HERE

From Westfield, MA

From Nearby Farms

BUTTER & SUGAR BUTTER & SUGAR 
SWEET CORNSWEET CORN

Picked Fresh Every Day!

Locally Grown

FANCY FRESH FANCY FRESH 
BLUEBERRIESBLUEBERRIES

Locally Grown

Locally Grown Produce

JULY IS NATIONAL
ICE CREAM MONTH

8-Inch 
Decorative Pots

SHADE LOVING ANNUALS
      Colorful Coleus, Caladium and Torenia

$9.99$9.99

NO MOW! 
ORNAMENTAL GRASSES

Perennial 
Sapphire Fountain Grass

Steel Blue Blades 

2 Gal Pot  $15.99$15.99
(Reg $19.99)

Perennial 
Porcupine 

Miscanthus Grass
Tall Column Like 

With Yellow Bands

2 Gal Pot   $15.99$15.99
(Reg $25.99)

Celebrate

Blooming 8-inch pots

$9.99$9.99 

Sunflower Bouquets
Fresh Cut

5 Stems $9.99$9.99

Summer Favorites
SUNNY SUNFLOWERS 

 

Yellow & Zucchini Squash, 
Cucumbers, Pickling Cukes,

Cabbage, Red Raspberries & MORE!Cabbage, Red Raspberries & MORE!

Also, newly appointed 
roles for committees and 
boards 

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM – The Board of 
Selectmen received updates on July 
10 about adding Belchertown to the 
regional dispatch.

Regional Communications Di-
rector Anthony Gentile explained the 
dispatch, which includes Hampden, 
currently receives $413,139 from the 
state. 

“If we were to bring on Belcher-
town in fiscal year ‘25, that would 
pop up to $660,471. It’s an addition-
al $247,332,” Gentile said. 

With adding Belchertown, Gen-
tile explained he was not sure what 
“the town would assess Belchertown 
at.” 

“They have a higher-call volume 
than Hampden does, so I just started 
off at the $250,000 range. That could 
be different between what the two 
boards decide for the assessment. So, 
all in all, that would be about $1.2 
million within the three years that we 
would be able to save and or get an 
assessment from Hampden and from 
Belchertown as well,” Gentile said. 

Gentile shared the next steps. 
“Right now, I’m looking for the 

board’s approval to move forward to 
speak with Belchertown more, do a 
study together and have that letter 
of attestation signed by the Board of 
Selectmen in Belchertown and given 
to the state that both communities 
are interested in moving forward and 
exploring a study, which I believe 
will benefit all parties involved, es-
pecially the town of Wilbraham,” 
Gentile said. 

No motion was presented as the 
discussion will continue. 

Next, new appointments to com-
mittees and boards. 

Bruce Williams was interviewed 
for Planning Board Associate, want-
ing to “be more involved in the front 
end of those changes” for zoning, 
saying he enjoys educating people 

and be-
ing in-
volved 
w i t h 
t h e 

Planning Board.
“As an associate, I can fill in for 

a permit hearing where somebody 
lives – one of the board members – 
is close to it, so they have to recuse 
themselves, and I have had enough 
background in the earlier meetings to 
fill in and vote,” Williams said. 

Williams was appointed 3-0 for 
a term beginning July 10, 2023, 
through June 30, 2026. 

Next, an appointment to the Fi-
nance Committee after two inter-
views with Xiomara Alban DeLoba-
to and Carmela Blair on June 26.

DeLobato was appointed 2-1 
for a term beginning July 10, 2023, 
through June 30, 2025. 

Sue Bunnell said “it’s a delight 
to have had two such qualified can-
didates” and hopes Blair “would still 
be willing to serve” when there’s an-
other open seat.

Michael Squindo appreciated the 
vote being postponed so he could re-
watch the interviews, agreeing with 
Bunnell that both candidates were 
heavily qualified.

“I felt that Xiomara brings a vi-
sion and a mission-oriented conver-
sation and I felt that Carmela focused 
well and appropriately on really 
making sure that we expense appro-
priately looking at what the budgets 
are for the need of the taxpayers, 
and I just felt that at this time, the 

Finance Committee really could use 
that broader picture understanding,” 
Squindo said. 

Chairman Theresa Goodrich also 
agreed. 

“They’re both extremely quali-
fied. They’re both obviously eager to 
serve the town and committed to the 
town, and I truly value that commit-
ment,” Goodrich said. 

Next, another police officer was 
appointed to the police department. 

Kyle Venancio received his de-
gree in Criminal Justice from Spring-
field Technical Community College 
and took part in the field training 
program in Northampton. 

“I’ve always idolized the hero-
ism and bravery of a police officer in 
serving the community and being a 
part of helping others and supporting 
others, welcoming, educating, and I 
see myself, hopefully, being an ex-
cellent officer in the town of Wilbra-
ham and growing with the members 
of the community and my neigh-
bors,” Venancio said. 

Venancio was appointed 3-0 con-
tingent upon successful screenings, 
tests and basic training courses, with 
dates to be determined. 

Lastly, the Historical Commis-
sion and the Broadband Committee 
have open seats available. 

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers 
Wilbraham Board of Selectmen Clerk Michael Squindo, Chairman Theresa 
Goodrich, Vice Chairman Sue Bunnell and Town Administrator Nick Breault 
listen as Regional Communications Director Anthony Gentile updates them 
on Belchertown’s interest in joining the regional dispatch during the July 10 
meeting. 

Board of Selectmen receives updates 
on regional dispatch
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Evening & Weekend
Appointments Available!

Pumping • Installation • Title 5 Inspections • Perc Tests
SEWER PUMP REPAIRS • FULLY INSURED • FAMILY OWNED

Evening & Weekend Appointments Available!

                                   566-2916

HAMPDEN SEPTIC
Time To Get 
Your Septic 
Pumped, 
Call To 

Book Now!
WE ARE A LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS

WE’RE STILL TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

HAMPTON BEACH 
SEAFOOD FEST
September 9, 2023               
$99

CHECK OUT OUR 2023 THEATER TRIPS! 
Sept. 16 ... Funny Girl at PPAC  ................ $120
Sept. 23 ... Johnny Mathis in Concert .... $130
Oct. 21 ..... Mrs. Doubtfire at PPAC ......... $99
Nov. 4 ...... Book of Mormon .................... $120
Dec. 30 .... Moulin Rouge! ........................ $125

Ludlow Self Storage
50% OFF 
Your 1st Month’s Rent
With This Coupon
(For New Customers Only) 

LOWEST 
PRICES IN 
THE AREA!

ludlowselfstorage.com
291 Moody St., Ludlow, MA

413-800-6022

State funding is available for 
two of them 

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

HAMPDEN – Three bridges in Hamp-
den are in need of repairs, but all are safe 
for driving. 

“Really, the three bridge projects we 
have in town right now: Rock-A-Dundee, 
Ballard Brook on South Road and the 
East Main Street Aka Laughing Brook 
Bridge, two of which will not cost the 
town anything,” Selectboard Chair John 
Flynn said.

The state will cover the cost of the 
work on Rock-A-Dundee Road and East 
Main Street, but improvements to the 
Laughing Brook Bridge will require town 
funding. 

The bridge on Rock-A-Dundee Road 
stands over the Scantic River and was the 
subject of conversation during the July 10 
Selectboard meeting. Board Chair John 
Flynn spoke after the meeting. 

“The state inspects every bridge in the 
commonwealth. We got a letter in 2020 
saying that they looked over the bridge 
and there were some things they wanted 
to start engaging the town about a course 
of action,” Flynn said.

During meetings with the state, Flynn 
was assured that the bridge itself is in no 
danger of failing. State inspectors noticed 
scouring, where the action of the water 

eroded a small amount of concrete. 
“Not the main part. It’s two box cul-

verts side by side, and the scouring is on 
the outflow part,” Flynn said. 

The state has applied for a Transporta-
tion Improvement Program grant that will 
cover the cost of the repairs. 

Highway Superintendent Mark Lan-
gone said the project could be put out to 
bid in 2025 and construction could begin 
in 2026, although there is a possibility 
construction could begin sooner. He dis-
cussed the process that helped identify the 
scouring in the Rock-A-Dundee bridge. 

“(The state) comes out annually to in-
spect the structure above grade, but they 
also do underwater inspections annually 
so they get to see what’s going on under 
the water. It’s a great tool for us and great 
help for us to be able to have another set 
of professional eyes,” Langone said. 

How exactly will the bridge be re-
paired? Flynn said there has yet to be a 
consensus decision. Some people propose 
tearing down the bridge and building a 
new one, but others feel the damage does 
not warrant replacing the bridge, which 
was built in 1987. 

“Part of the conversation, (the state) 
kicked around three or four different sce-
narios, one of which included a sidewalk 
from one end of the bridge to the other. 
And some-
body would 
have to 
shovel it 
too,” Flynn 
said. “They 

did talk about potentially widening to in-
clude a bike lane. If they can do it, that’s 
a great thing. We see (bicyclists) using the 
road. Anything for safety is a good thing.” 

The biggest concern for the town is 
traffic when repairs are to occur. Flynn 
is optimistic they can keep one lane of 
the bridge open at all times as repairs are 
completed so as not to disrupt residents. 

Flynn described the bridge over Bal-
lard Brook as “one of those, little hidden 
bridges.” 

He said people don’t always realize 
when they come across little culverts in 
town, and the bridge sits at one of them. 
The bridge was approved for funding 
through the Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation.

No state funds have been committed 
to the Laughing Brook Bridge. Flynn not-
ed he remembers scouring on the bridge 
dating all the way back to the flooding of 
2005. 

Barricades are present there to block 
the bridge’s number 1 and 10 beams, the 
outer most beams on each side. Langone 
said the bridge is still usable. 

“A lot of the bridges in town, when 
they were built, they were built well. 
They were built outside of their scope too 
so they had some redundant measures put 
in place with extra beams so a lot of these 

bridges have beams well off the travel 
way,” he said. “In most cases those are the 
beams that start to show decline first; the 
outer most beams because they’re more 
exposed to the weather, snow and ice.”

   

Three Hampden bridges are in need of improvements

Turley photos by Dalton Zbierski
The bridge on Rock-A-Dundee Road overlooks the 
Scantic River. 

The state will replace the makeshift fence on the sides 
of the Rock-A-Dundee Road bridge. 

The bridge on Rock-A-Dundee Road will receive state 
funding for repairs. 

The fire department uses this device to 
pump water from the Scantic River at the 
bridge on Rock-A-Dundee Road. 

The Summer 
Program 
Car Wash

HAMPDEN – From 
July 31 – Aug. 2, from 9 
a.m. to noon, at Thornton 
Burgess School, a car wash 
will occur to benefit the 
Hampden Police Depart-
ment’s Public Safety Night 
Out in October. A donation 
of only $5 is required. The 
school is located at 85 Wil-
braham Road. 

Do not use USPS drop 
boxes, even the ones 
at the post office 

WILBRAHAM – Wilbraham, along with 
surrounding communities, has experienced 
theft of mail from USPS collection points. 
Your checks are stolen, washed and altered 
before being cashed or deposited for much 
higher amounts. Most, if not all, of the drop 
boxes in Wilbraham have been removed. If 
you MUST write a check, the safest method 
is to bring your mail INSIDE the post office. 
(Courtesy of the Wilbraham Police Depart-
ment) 

Main Street 
Farmers 
Market

WILBRAHAM – 
Come support local farms, 
specialty food producers, 
artisans, food trucks and 
community groups every 
Wednesday from 2-6 p.m. 
between June 14-Aug. 30. 
Market is located on the 
front lawn of Wilbraham 
United Church, 500 Main 
Street, Wilbraham. We are 
grateful to our sponsors 
for their support of the 
market: InfinityEd, Iron 
Horse Flower Farm, Pre-
mier Exteriors & Design, 
Jeni Mei- Coldwell Banker 
Realty and Katie Beliveau- 
Geneva Financial Home 
Loans.

100 Books
for 100 Kids

WILBRAHAM - Local author 
Kelly Partridge will be signing her 
book “How Owls Become Wise” 
during an author signing and free 
book event at the GRATI Shop at 
2440 Boston Road, Unit C. 

The event is sponsored by Uni-
fy Against Bullying and will raise 
awareness and open up conversation 
around the issue of bullying. 

A child must be present to re-
ceive a book. 
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EXPERIENCE
 

D E B  D E S C H A M P S  D I D  I T  A G A I N !
U N D E R  A G R E E M E N T  I N  1 0  D A Y S

D e b o r a h  S e l l s  H o u s e s !

3 4  G L E N N  D R .  W I L B R A H A M

 413-530-8356
Deb@deborahsellshouses.com
www.Deborahsellshouses.com

Want results?  Call Deb Deschamps.
ENERGY AND INTEGRITY FOR YOUR BEST REAL ESTATE

EXPERIENCE
 

D E B  D E S C H A M P S  D I D  I T  A G A I N !
U N D E R  A G R E E M E N T  I N  1 0  D A Y S

D e b o r a h  S e l l s  H o u s e s !

3 4  G L E N N  D R .  W I L B R A H A M

 413-530-8356
Deb@deborahsellshouses.com
www.Deborahsellshouses.com

Want results?  Call Deb Deschamps.
ENERGY AND INTEGRITY FOR YOUR BEST REAL ESTATE

EXPERIENCE
 

D E B  D E S C H A M P S  D I D  I T  A G A I N !
U N D E R  A G R E E M E N T  I N  1 0  D A Y S

D e b o r a h  S e l l s  H o u s e s !

3 4  G L E N N  D R .  W I L B R A H A M

 413-530-8356
Deb@deborahsellshouses.com
www.Deborahsellshouses.com

Want results?  Call Deb Deschamps.
ENERGY AND INTEGRITY FOR YOUR BEST REAL ESTATE

EXPERIENCE
 

DEB DESCHAMPS DID IT AGAIN!

LOCAL 
KEYTONE 

PROMOTER
Save Up To 
25% OFF 

Retail Prices
Call DD 413-813-2391

Moretz is currently reading mangas, including “Jujutsu 
Kaisen” and “Spy x Family.” 

“I do like the prizes they give out for reading, and it re-
ally helps people achieve goals of reading and helps people 
read more,” Moretz said. 

Joel Johnston said this is the first library event he’s taken 
part in. 

He’s currently reading Marvel comics and “Nathan 
Hale’s Hazardous Tales” this summer. 

“I also heard about it, so, I thought ‘Oh this could be 
fun’ since I’ve done it before,” Johnston said. 

Both Moretz and Johnston encouraged teens to visit the 
library and check out their events.

“You can really meet new people here too and it can help 
you socialize more. Also, when you do some of these events 
after, most of them you get tickets and stuff and then you 
can go into a raffle, so that’s fun to do,” Moretz said. 

“Make new friends or hang out with the friends that you 
love the most,” Johnston added. 

Olivia Kupis brought her children, Isabella and Daide, 
to the event, explaining the family had attended last year’s 
event too.

“They did a really good job bleaching. One did a tie-dye 
shirt and another did a tie-dye tank top, so they’ll get to wear 
those and have fun,” Kupis said. 

Kupis and her family also enjoy coming to the library. 
“You get to hang out with kids a lot more,” Isabella Ku-

pis said. 
“They see some of their classmates at the library and 

they just really enjoy reading. They did the escape challenge 
this summer, so that was fun,” Kupis said. 

Kupis wants the community to know there is a lot to 
check out at the library. 

“You don’t realize all the fun activities until you come 
and try it out, so it’s really fun. Socializing is very important 
to the kids, so I think, you know, having these activities is 
really important,” Kupis said. 

“You might end up finding something you like,” Isabella 
Kupis added. 

Moretz and Johnston also encourage residents to visit 
the library and read during the summer. 

“I really like the program and all, because like I said, it 
helps me reach a goal with my reading and the events are 
really something fun to do during the summer so that’s what 
I like about it,” Moretz said. 

“I would say (I love) learning new stuff about every pro-
gram that comes along,” Johnston said. 

TIE DYE from page 1

Isabella Kupis shows a tie-dye tank top she made 
with bleach tie-dye during the Bleach Tie-Dye event at 
Hampden Free Public Library. 

Adrianne Moretz shows off her tie-dye bucket hat she 
made during the Bleach Tie-Dye event at Hampden Free 
Public Library. 

(L to R) Maxine Girard, young adult librarian at Hampden 
Free Public Library, assists Joel Johnston and Adrianne 
Moretz in tying their black shirts to create bleach tie-dye 
shirts during the Bleach Tie-Dye event at Hampden Free 
Public Library.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Daide Kupis holds up the bleach tie-dye shirt he made 
during the Bleach Tie-Dye event at Hampden Free Public 
Library.

Church Thrift Shop to 
close in July and August

INDIAN ORCHARD – St. Gregory Armenian Church 
Thrift Shop, 135 Goodwin St. in Indian Orchard has been 
happy to be a place where everyone has found various 
treasured items. We will be CLOSED July-August and 
REOPEN again Sept. 9 on Saturdays, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. with quality items at affordable prices. For more in-
formation please call the church at 413-543-4763.

Fun Field Day in
Hampden July 22

HAMPDEN – On July 22 from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m., a Fun Field Day will 
occur at Life Stream Church, 216 Al-
len St. The event will be hosted by 
Christina’s House and feature excit-
ing outdoor activities. 

Come and join the fun for an ex-
citing outdoor event to keep your 
children and family moving. Don’t 
forget your chairs. 

Activities for all ages, including 
sand castle building, face painting, 
live worship, arts and crafts, field 
games, food trucks, vendors and 
more. 

For more information and volun-
teer opportunities, email: Kareem@
christinashouse.org. 

Amended instructions 
for Adult Summer 
Reading Challenge

The Adult Summer Reading Challenge 
for 2023 started on Saturday, June 17 and 
will run until Saturday, Aug. 12.  Participants 
can register by downloading the free Bean-
stack app onto their device.  Readers can also 
register by going to https://www.beanstack.
com/find-a-site.  Type “Wilbraham” and then 
click on the image for Wilbraham Public Li-
brary.  Create an account and then follow the 
prompts to the Adult Summer Reading Chal-
lenge.

Patrons have the option of participating in 
the challenge by filling out review forms each 
week at the library.  A raffle ticket will be giv-
en for each review.

Contact tsymington@wilbrahamlibrary.
org for information.

Cornhole Tournament 
sign-ups

WILBRAHAM —Whether you enjoy playing CORN-
HOLE just for fun or you are a serious league player, 
the Bushels of Fun Fest event on Aug. 27 at Fern Valley 
Farms, 758 Main St, Wilbraham is where you need to be.  

Here’s the opportunity to try your skills against other 
like-minded enthusiasts. There will be three single elimi-
nation tournaments, at 12, 2, & 4 p.m. Each winning team 
will walk away with a Trophy, gift cards, and bragging 
rights!  

Proceeds from this event will benefit the Friends of 
Wilbraham Seniors programs and the new Senior Center. 
Sign-ups for 2 person teams are going on NOW, so email 
Kate at katebelsky13@gmail.com to register your team. 

For more information, call Kate at 413-949-6466. 
Spots are limited! Cost $20 per team payable at the event. 
So, here’s your chance to smoke out all your friends & 
family and attain the glory of “Bushels of Fun Fest” Corn-
hole Champions title while supporting the Friends of Wil-
braham Seniors with their programs. 

Vacation 
Bible Camp 
Registration

WILBRAHAM – Wil-
braham United Church 
invites you to register for 
our summer vacation Bible 
camp program “Stellar”.

We welcome camp-
ers ages 4 (as of July 31) 
through sixth-grade.

Program runs July 31- 
Aug. 4 from 9 a.m. to noon. 
Cost is $50 per child. Reg-
istration is online at 

https://wilbrahamunit-
edchurch.org/vacation-bi-
ble-camp/ 

Volunteer opportunities 
available! 
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Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri-
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to dzbierski@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly 

correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor-
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito-
rial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu-
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hamp-
den TIMES is published ev-
ery Thursday by Turley Pub-
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho-
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos.

Editorial 
Policy
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I was so excited to be growing my cabbage, 
kale and cauliflower plants under bug netting 
this year in an attempt to keep them free from 
cabbage worms and loopers.  

Formerly I had used a row cover with mod-
erate success. It kept in the heat and seemed to 
encourage tall spindly growth on the broccoli.  

So, I did some research and ended up with 
some netting that so far was working out great, 
until I saw the holes on my outer cabbage 
leaves. Slugs.  

And of course, bug netting would not have 
an effect on slugs. Not at all.

Has the recent bout of rainy weather made 
your garden slug paradise? If so, here is a re-
cap from a previous article so that you too can 
wage your own private war on the slug.  

Your first strategy should be to alter your 
surroundings to make them less slug friendly. 
Slugs feed during the night and hide during the 
day, for that reason we should rid the garden 
of popular daytime hiding spots, or at least 
conduct a search and destroy mission on these 
spots regularly.  

I use old boards as garden paths, separating 
plots of greens. First mistake; boards, bricks, 
and rocks make great cover for slugs from the 
midday sun.  

From now on I’ll turn these boards over 
once a day and play “salt a slug” or better yet, 
“squirt a slug.”  A couple shakes of the salt 

shaker will dehydrate slugs, and a mixture of 
half-water, half-vinegar in a spray bottle will 
take care of business as well.  

You can also bring a container of vinegar 
water or salt water to the garden and simply 
drop them in, using gloves, of course, less be 
stained by soap resistant goo. 

Mass trapping also works.  Probably the 
most famous trap around is made from stale 
beer.  

To be effective it must be set up correctly, 
otherwise slugs will be lured but not trapped. 
Bury a container level with the soil surface and 
fill it with beer to one inch from the top.  

Ideally, slugs stretch out their bodies to 
reach the liquid, fall in and drown. Dump the 
container often, especially after it rains, since 
water will dilute the beer as well as raise the 
level of the liquid.  

Commercial slug “motels” come with a 

yeasty powder you mix with water - these work 
on the same principle as our homemade ver-
sion. 

Some folks also have good luck trapping 
slugs in watermelon or cantaloupe rinds placed 
about the garden. Dispose of the slug filled 
fruit into the trash each morning without an 
ounce of slime on your fingers!  

Barrier methods are also used to keep slugs 
off of your plants.  

The most common is diatomaceous earth, a 
sharp substance formed from the skeletons of 
microscopic organisms called diatoms. Slugs 
avoid it, less they be cut to shreds.  

My mom had reasonable success using 
lime, and I have heard the same regarding 
wood ashes.  The most common recommenda-
tion is a two inch strip around the plants you 
want to be spared.  

Slugs also reportedly hate crossing over 
copper. Line the perimeter of your garden with 
copper strips, or just target specific plants that 
slugs seem to go for.  

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 31 years she has 
held the position of staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to pouimette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the subject line.  

Rainy weather equals slug paradise
inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Great crested flycatcher

A Brimfield resident reported a great crest-
ed flycatcher using a nest box in his yard, a first 
for him for this species. 

He said he saw them several times in his 
yard this year and recently saw a bird enter the 
box. He set up a wildlife camera and got a pho-
to of the flycatcher at the nest box.

The great crested flycatcher is 
about eight inches long and has a 
crest as its name implies. The belly 
is bright yellow and the tail is red-
dish brown. The bird is gray overall 
with a darker gray throat and two 
white wing bars.

It raises its crest in alarm or cu-
riosity. During aggressive displays it 
shows the reddish-brown feathers on 
its wings and tail by spreading them 
open. Its warning call is a loud, as-
cending “wheep” and a “prreet.”

The female lays five to six whit-
ish eggs with darker marks in a new 
lined with grass, fur, bits of paper 
and occasionally bits of snakeskin. 
It will nest in a natural cavity, old 
woodpecker hole or nest box. They 

breed in the east and middle states in the north 
and south and some parts of Canada.

The great crested flycatcher inhabits woods 
and wooded urban areas. It flies from a perch 
to catch insects and often feeds high in the tree 
tops. Occasionally, it eats berries. 

Flycatcher at Lake Winnisquam
Sunday, June 25 I spent the day at my camp 

on Lake Winnisquam in Meredith, New Hamp-
shire with one of my daughters and grand-
daughters. While standing on the dock, I no-
ticed a great crested flycatcher flying out from 
tree branches along the shore. Its yellow belly 
was the identifying mark.

Other birds at the lake
I also saw double-crested cormorants. One 

swam by the dock and another landed on a rock 
in the lake.

I did hear the loon, but I did not see them. 
The call came from a cove across the lake 
where the Loon Preservation Committee main-
tains a loon sanctuary with a floating nest. 

There were several boats anchored in the 
cove. I think one boater got too near the roped 
off area as the loon started making its tremolo 
call, an alarm call. Loon chicks usually hatch 
sometime around the Fourth of July week or 
second week in July.

The water was quite warm and great for 

swimming. I hoped to make the trip to the lake 
again on the Fourth of July, but the weather did 
not cooperate.

Fledglings in Brimfield
I received an email from a Brimfield resi-

dent the end of June. He reported several fledg-
lings in his yard. He saw at least three cardinals 
with dark bills being fed by their parents.

Other youngsters included three fledging 
downy woodpeckers following their mother 
and begging for food, a young chipping spar-
row, eastern towhee and a red-bellied wood-
pecker. He said the eastern towhee resembled 
the female, but it had a streaked breast. He saw 
the red-bellied at the feeder.

He also said, “House wren have nested in 
the yard for several years, unfortunately they 
stuff several nesting boxes with sticks that 
don’t get used. On at least two occasions have 
evicted black-capped chickadees, who had 
stared to use a box.

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-967-
3505, leaving a message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

Support the local 
businesses that support
your local newspaper.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Wilbraham Hampden Times
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LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 
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201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com
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Fax: 413-267-3496
Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

www.richardgreeninsurance.com

• AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE

32 Somers Rd. 
Hampden, MA

566-0028

128 Main St.
Monson, MA

267-3495

Two Locations:

Please Visit Our Website For an 
Auto, Homeowners, or Life Insurance Quotes

• Great Locations • Registry Service
• Quotes Gladly Given • We Make Housecalls

OBITUARIES

Death 
Notices

Gerald Franklin 
Kane

March 7, 1937
July 3, 2023

Warren J. Rothschild
Nov. 23, 1945
July 10, 2023

18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches
Pine • Spruce • Hemlock • Cedar • Red, Black & Brown

Playground • Forest Blend • Topsoil • Seasoned Firewood

MONSON/WILBRAHAM – 
Gerald Franklin Kane, 86, passed 
away on July 3 at his home where 
he resided with his beloved wife 
Irene Anna (Mercier) Kane of 66 
years in Monson. Gerald (Jerry) 
was born in Washington, D.C. On 
March 7, 1937 to the late Maurice 
Kane and Lena Berman Kane. He 
graduated from Central High 
School in Manchester, NH. Jer-
ry was the President and CEO 
of several trucking and logistics 
companies. He resided in New 
England until he and Irene and 
his five children moved to West 
Orange, NJ where they lived for 
many years. After moving to Wil-
braham, and living there for many 
years, New England winters in-
spired them to live full time in the 

Villages, FL.  Wanting to be closer 
to family, they eventually moved 
back to the area to Monson.

Jerry is a past Master of the 
Wilbraham Masonic Lodge. 
He was also a member of the 
Hampden-Wilbraham Rotary, 
Elks Lodge, the Moose Lodge, 
American Legion and the Lions 
Club.  His work was central to his 
identity, and he was still working 
every day.  Jerry enjoyed partici-
pating in backgammon and poker 
tournaments and even rose in stat-
ure to the World Series of Pok-
er - twice in the US and once in 
Australia.  Jerry was a very strong 
patriarch of his adored and adoring 
family, and he was always there as 
well for his many friends. Over 
his lifetime, he amassed an amaz-

ing storehouse of jokes, 
which were always right 
at his fingertips. In the 
words of his grandchil-
dren and everyone he 
knew, there is no ques-
tion that Jerry always 
lived his life to the fullest 
and on his own terms.

Jerry leaves Irene; sons Larry 
Goodijohn and his wife Laura of 
Florida, Garry Kane and his wife 
Lisa of New Jersey, Alan Kane and 
his wife Veronica and Jeffrey Kane 
and his fiancée Maria Siciliano 
all of Massachusetts; daughters 
Donna Emmerson and her hus-
band Dave of Deleware, Brenda 
Nicolazzo and her husband Nick 
of Massachusetts; his sister Ellen 
Dow and her husband David of 

Massachusetts; nephew 
Steven Kane of Florida, 
17 grandchildren and 
seven great grandchil-
dren.  Gerald was pre-
deceased by his brothers 
Barry Kane and Michael 
Kane formerly of NH.

Calling hours were 
held on Friday, July 14 at Lom-
bard Funeral Home, 3 Bridge St., 
Monson.  A memorial service and 
celebration of his life was held on 
Saturday, July 15 at Lombard Fu-
neral Home.  

In lieu of flowers please con-
sider a memorial contribution to 
the American Heart Association.

For online condolences please 
visit www.lombardfuneralhome.
com  

WILBRAHAM – Warren J. 
Rothschild. Jr. passed away on 
Monday, July 10, surrounded 
by his family. Formerly of Wil-
braham, he and his wife Debo-
rah moved to Dennis Port, MA 
in 2018, fulfilling their lifelong 
dream of retiring on Cape Cod.

Warren was born on Nov. 23, 
1945 in New York, NY to War-
ren J. Rothschild Sr. and Helen 
(Wiesner) Rothschild. He and 
his family moved to Springfield 
in 1957. Warren attended Spring-
field Technical High School and 
Springfield Technical Communi-
ty College, where he graduated 
Summa Cum Laude. He graduat-
ed from The University of Massa-
chusetts in 1979 with a Bachelor 
of Arts in Fire Science.

Warren loved this country and 
joined the Army in 1965, serving 
as a field meteorologist in the 
Panama Canal Zone and Vietnam. 
He qualified as Expert Rifle-
men. He was later assigned 
to Holloman Air Force Base 
in New Mexico. 

Upon discharge from 
the Army, he and Debo-
rah moved back to Western 
MA, settling in the beautiful 
town of Wilbraham where 
they raised their family. He 
joined the Wilbraham Fire 
Department in 1967. In ad-
dition to his firefighting and 
EMT duties, he implement-

ed many classes for the town in-
cluding home safety, wood stove 
safety and babysitting safety. He 
served as the Fire Safety Officer 
and Arson Investigator. He was 
instrumental in organizing the 
union, and was one of the origi-
nal signers of the union charter. 
He retired in 1999 after 31 years 
of service.

Due to his strong belief in our 
military, Warren joined the Air 
Force Reserves, where he served 
for 19 years. He was instrumen-
tal in devising, implementing and 
teaching new programs at various 
Air Force bases across the coun-
try.  He served as a Deputy Fire 
Chief and Fire Instructor and re-
tired with the rank of Senior Mas-
ter Sergeant as an Assistant Fire 
Chief.

Throughout his nearly 23-
year military career, Warren was 
awarded two Air Force Commen-

dations, five Outstanding Unit 
Medals, two National Defense 
Medals, Army Service Ribbon, 
Republic of Vietnam Medal, Re-
public of Vietnam Campaign 
Medal, Good Conduct Medal, 
Air Force Reserve Meritorious 
Service Medal and the Air Force 
Length of Service Medal.  

Warren was predeceased by 
his parents, his sister Janet and his 
sister-in-law and brother-in-law, 
Judith (Backus) Cummings and 
James Cummings.

He leaves to cherish his mem-
ory, his wife of 56 years Deborah, 
his four daughters and sons-in-
law; Jennifer 
and Kevin Roth-
s c h i l d - S h e a , 
Meredith Roth-
schild-Ely and 
Joseph Ely Jr., 
Heather and Jon 
Levesque and 

Meghan and Andrew 
Rothschi ld-Mankus 
and his nine grandchil-
dren; Brynnan Roth-
schild-Shea and fiance 
William Walker, Liam, 
Maeve, 2nd Lieu-
tenant Gracyn Roth-
schild-Shea, Keelin, 
Delaney and Linnea 
Rothschild-Ely, and Veronica and 
Jack Levesque.

Calling hours were held on 
July 14 at the Wilbraham Funeral 
Home, 2551 Boston Road, Wil-
braham. Warren’s funeral was held 
on July 15 from Wilbraham Fu-

neral Home to a Mass 
of Christian Burial at 
St. Cecilia Church, 42 
Main St., Wilbraham. 
Military Honors were 
held in the church ro-
tunda immediately fol-
lowing the Mass. Burial 
took place on Monday 
in Hillcrest Park Cem-

etery, 895 Parker St., Springfield. 
Memorial contributions may 

be made to Disabled American 
Veterans, PO Box 14301, Cin-
cinnati, OH 45250-0301 or to the 
Wounded Warrior Project, PO 
Box 758516, Topeka, KS 66675.  

Warren J. Rothschild

Gerald Franklin Kane

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982
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Hours: Monday-Thursday 8am-5pm

85 Post Office Park
Suite 8503

Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-3881

www.wilbrahamfamilydentistry.com

After being closed for more than 4 months, we are 
pleased to announce that we have reopened!

Stop by to see our new, totally renovated office!

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

(R to L) Members of the Rotary Club, featuring Charlie Bennett, Peter Salerno, Chris O’Connor, Ann Marie 
Ottoson, Larry Ottoson and Alan Kane. (Photo submitted by Don Flannery)

New officers and directors…
The Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary Club’s officers and directors were greeted at the club’s June 28 meeting at the Country Club of Wilbraham.
(From left) Ann Marie Ottoson, Alan Kane, Vice President Chris O’Connor, Peter Salerno and incoming president Don Flannery. (Charles F. Bennett photo)

Rotary Club’s newest 
member inducted…

The Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary Club’s newest 
member, Susan Grimaldi, was inducted at the 
club’s June 28 meeting at the Country Club of 
Wilbraham. (From left) Past District Governor 

Larry Ottoson, Susan Grimaldi and current Vice 
President Peter Salerno. (Charles F. Bennett photo)

Readers are encouraged to send 
in medium to high resolution 

photos for this page by e-mail to 
dzbierski@turley.com or mail to 

TIMES, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Please note that if you send 
us a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 

background. Examples:
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain.

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

A photo from the Wilbraham 
Public Library’s Henna 
workshop that took place on 
July 12. Mandy from “Wicked 
Good Henna” had two events 
on that day, one for kids and 
one for teens, that allowed 
people who registered to 
get a free henna tattoo from 
the many designs she had 
available to choose from. This 
free program was funded by 
the Wilbraham Friends of the 
Library and in part, by the 
Wilbraham Cultural Council, a 
local agency, supported by the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council. 
(Photo submitted by Heidi Kane) 

Dad, Cori Lomas 
and son, Cal, enjoy 

a break from the 
heat and a story 
in the Children’s 

Deptartment at the 
Wilbraham Public 

Library. (Photo 
submitted by Heidi Kane) 
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Hours: Monday-Thursday 8am-5pm

85 Post Office Park
Suite 8503

Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-3881

www.wilbrahamfamilydentistry.com

After being closed for more than 4 months, we are 
pleased to announce that we have reopened!

Stop by to see our new, totally renovated office!

Peter Manolakis of Wilbraham captured these two does 
on camera. 

Wildwood Crest, NJ has a shortage of lifeguards 
so, they resorted to using Seagulls as lifeguards. 
(Photo and caption submitted by Peter Manolakis, Wilbraham) 

New officers and directors…
The Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary Club’s officers and directors were greeted at the club’s June 28 meeting at the Country Club of Wilbraham.
(From left) Ann Marie Ottoson, Alan Kane, Vice President Chris O’Connor, Peter Salerno and incoming president Don Flannery. (Charles F. Bennett photo)

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

Community Bulletin Board

Send us in your announcements!
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run here free of charge,
please keep it to less than 50 words. Please send to dzbierski@turley.com

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Robert Koziol captured this image of a bobcat on Rice Drive in Wilbraham. (Photo submitted by Stevens Koziol) 

Happy
8th Birthday
to Jack Ryan! 
Keep smiling and being 
you! We love you! 
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spotlight
HOMETOWN

WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR
GREAT SERVICE

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm

Sun. closed

2 Convenient 
Locations

413-736-5476  •  parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

Ask about 
special pricing 

for first 
responders

15% OFF 
DRY CLEANING 

when you 
pre-pay!

413-244-1943
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

Affordable Waste SolutionsAffordable Waste Solutions
Your Hometown Provider for 

Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades
New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 • www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,  
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and 

everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

MASSAGE THERAPIST
Lisa Bernardini, LMT
2703 Boston Road
Wilbraham, MA 01095

(413) 222-2147
Now Accepting New Clients
lisabernardini.amtamembers.com Healing Hands

VIRUSES AND WORMS AND TROJANS, OH MY!

POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades • New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

POST Computer Systems specializes in:
• PC & Mac Service
• Repairs & Upgrades
• New and reconditioned computers, notebooks/laptops, 
 netbooks, tablets and peripherals
• Small Business Specialists
• Trade-ins, data recovery, networking, wireless setup, etc.

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095

413-596-5177
www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses, home offices, 
family systems, mobile professionals and everyone in between 

is what separates POST from all the rest.

POST Computer Systems, now in its 30th year of service to the 
Western Massachusetts community, owes its continued success to the strength, 

passion and vigilance of its service department.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM – The Depart-
ment of Public Works is organizing 
a Household Hazardous Waste Day 
event to help residents properly dis-
pose of hazardous waste materials.

The event takes place on Aug. 
5 from 8:30 a.m. to noon at Min-
nechaug Regional High School.

Registration for the event is on a 
first-come, first-serve basis and runs 
through July 29 by visiting https://ti-
nyurl.com/WilbHaz23 or contacting 
the DPW office at 413-596-2800 ext. 
208 or DPW@Wilbraham-MA.gov. 

DPW Director Tonya Capparello 
explained the event is open to all res-
idential households, with Disposal 
& Recycling Center customers from 
outside Wilbraham also eligible to 
participate.

However, it is not open to busi-
nesses. 

Additionally, proof of residency 
will be required to enter the collec-
tion area to dispose of the waste ma-
terials.

Capparello explained how the 
application process works for those 
applying online at the link on the 
town website, encouraging residents 
to register early to get their slot as 
they are appointment only. 

“Select a time slot, then click 
‘Save & Continue.’ A prompt for 
Name, Address, Types of Waste, 
etc. will need to be completed. Af-
ter all the required fields are filled, 
click ‘Sign Up Now’ and a confirma-
tion email will be sent immediately 
following registration,” Capparello 

said. 
Capparello said the DPW orga-

nized the event with support from 
town employees, town boards in-
cluding the Board of Selectmen, 
the Hampden-Wilbraham Regional 
School District and volunteers.

The event, also, is free. 
“Western Recycling and USA 

Waste and Recycling are sponsoring 
most of the cost of it for the event as 
part of the Host Community Agree-
ment negotiated between the Town 
and the Transfer Station located at 
120 Old Boston Road,” Capparello 
said. 

Capparello said there are some 
materials the event will not accept, 
adding the event flyer includes more 
details. 

“Biological, commercial, indus-
trial waste, explosives, latex paint,” 
Capparello said.

Acceptable items include motor 
oil, aerosol cans, mercury-bearing 
waste, fertilizer, floor cleaner, kero-
sene, ammonia solution, paint thin-
ner, pesticides, pool chemicals, fur-
niture polish, floor cleaner and many 
more. 

Capparello expressed gratitude 
to the town for their support of the 
event, saying Wilbraham is “made 
up of very contentious hard-work-
ing people who take great pride in 
their town, their property and how to 
properly dispose of their household 
hazardous waste.”

“Over the last few years, resi-
dents have requested that we host 
another Household Hazardous Waste 
Day, and now we are making it hap-
pen. It is very rewarding to organize 
this type of event for such an appre-

ciative community and a well-round-
ed group of supporters,” Capparello 
said.

Capparello said hosting the event 
“will have a positive effect on the 
community and environment by 
preventing the improper disposal of 
hazardous material,” explaining the 
concerns that can arise. 

“Many people may not know 
that these hazardous chemicals can 
explode, leak or cross contaminate 
if disposed of in the normal waste 
stream,” Capparello said. “Getting 
outdated or unused chemicals out of 
homes makes for a safer communi-
ty.” 

She explained the other dangers 
household hazardous waste materi-
als can create. 

“Hazardous chemicals can cause 
a serious threat to residents if a con-
tainer becomes damaged or is stored 
improperly. In the event of an emer-
gency, such as a fire, a stockpile of 
unneeded chemicals can make a 
bad situation worse by accelerating 
flames and creating hazardous fumes 
in the air,” Capparello said. 

Capparello wants residents to 
know the event will help provide a 
convenient and safe place to dispose 
of the household hazardous materi-
als. 

“This event, coming at no cost 
to the residents, provides for a con-
venient and safe way to dispose of 
household hazardous material that 
can be difficult to dispose of other-
wise,” Capparello said. 

To learn more, visit https://wil-
brahamma.gov/DocumentCenter/
View/5653/2023_HouseholdHaz-
ardousWaste_Flyer?bidId=. 

DPW organizing Household Hazardous 
Waste Day event

Turley photo by Seth Chaffee 
State Auditor Diana DiZoglio poses for a group photo 
during her meet and greet at Cima Restaurant & Chop 
House. 

State Auditor holds 
meet and greet 

By Seth Chaffee
Correspondent

 
WILBRAHAM – On July 12, a meet greet for 

State Auditor Diana DiZoglio was held from 4-6 p.m. 
at Cima Restaurant & Chop House on Boston Road. 

Diana DiZoglio works for the state’s accountabil-
ity office. 

“I am the state’s watchdog for tax dollars,” DiZo-
glio, a former state senator, said. “We conduct audits 
to conduct transparency, accountability and equity, 
and to help prevent fraud and abuse across our stated 
government.” 

This event was a great opportunity for DiZoglio 
to discuss challenges facing local communities. This 
would include hearing the opinions from residents on 
the challenges that they would like to make. She even 

Please see AUDITOR, page 13
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SPORTS
Wilbraham #1 defeats Ludlow

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—The New En-
gland Mutiny managed to qual-
ify for the United Women’s 
Soccer (UWS) playoffs for the 
second consecutive year. 

The Mutiny officially 
clinched a berth in this year’s 
East Conference playoffs fol-
lowing a 2-2 draw against the 
Connecticut Rush at Lusitano 

Stadium in Ludlow on July 8.
However, it wasn’t the re-

sult that the Mutiny players or 
coaches were really looking 
for in the regular season home 
finale. 

“You don’t always get the 
result that you’re looking for in 
the game of soccer,” said Muti-
ny assistant coach Jill Kochan-
ek. “We tried a slightly different 
formation with the personal that 
we had for tonight’s match.”     

First-year Mutiny head 
coach Maurico ‘Toto’ Coimbra 
was unavailable for comment 
following the home match.

The Mutiny, who finished 
the regular season with a 4-2-
2 overall record, entered the 
playoffs as the sixth seed. They 
were scheduled to make to Lan-
caster for a quarterfinal match 
on Wednesday July 12. 

HOLYOKE – The Valley 
Blue Sox were defeated by the 
Danbury Westerners by a score 
of 10-5 last Saturday. The team 
fell to 16-15-1 on the season. 

Sean Scanlon started the 
game for the Blue Sox, pitching 
five shutout innings with four 
strikeouts. 

Valley led the game for the 
first five innings. Eliot Dix lead-
off the game with a solo home 
run, followed by an RBI ground-
out by Efrain Correa Jr. in the top 
of the second. Michael Zarrillo 
added a solo home run in the top 

Blue Sox doubled up by 
Westerners

WILBRAHAM – During the 
past week, Wilbraham Post 286 

#1 defeated Ludlow 10-0 as well 
as Pittsfield 14-6, and suffered a 

defeated 6-3 against Westfield. 
As the regular season nears as 

close, Post 286 has an impres-
sive 11-1 record, good for sec-

ond place in the Senior Division.

Mutiny makes playoffs following tie with Rush

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Hope Santaniello maneuvers through the middle of the field.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Matthew Garcia fields a grounder.

Evan 
Liverseidge 
follows 
through on a 
throw.

Ethan Purcell sends a pitch to the plate.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Tim Harrigan gets the in-between hop at first.

Nick Disa makes the 
catch in the outfield.

Jeff 
Pierantoni 
winds up 
for a long 
throw.

Please see BLUE SOX, page 12
Please see MUTINY, page 12
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of the sixth inning to make it 3-0. Zarrillo batted 2-for-3 
on the night with a walk.

The trouble began in the bottom of the sixth inning, 
when the Blue Sox gave up seven runs off of back-to-
back-to-back home runs followed by a fielding error and 
a sacrifice fly to allow the Westerners to take the lead 7-3. 

AJ Guerrero hit a solo home run in the top of the sev-
enth to cut the Danbury lead to three runs. The left fielder 
went 3-for-5 on the night.

Danbury added three more runs off in the bottom of 
the seventh following a two run home run and an RBI 
double, allowing the Westerners to increase their lead 
10-4.

Valley would take one more run back following a solo 
home run from CJ Willis, making the final score 10-5.

Michael Zarrillo gets the out at first.

Jonathan Bautista pitches for the Blue Sox.

“We come into every season ex-
pecting to make the playoffs. That’s 
our number one goal,” said Meghan 
Cunningham, who has been playing 
for the Mutiny for more than ten 
years. “It’s disappointing that we’re 
not a higher seed this year.” 

The conference semifinals and 
finals are scheduled to be held at a 
site to be announced this weekend.

Following a 3-0 road win 
against the Scorpions SC on June 
12, the Mutiny had a 3-0-1 record. 

Their leading goal scorer at that 
point of the regular season was 
Catherine Berry, who headed back 
to University of South Carolina to 
prepare for the upcoming fall soc-
cer season. 

Had Berry been able to play 
in every regular season match, the 
Mutiny, who posted a 1-2-1 mark 
during the second half of the regu-
lar season, would’ve probably been 
hosting a playoff match for the sec-
ond consecutive year.

A year ago, the Mutiny lost to 
FC Buffalo, 2-1, in the East Con-
ference semifinals at Lusitano Sta-
dium. 

“Having to play a midweek 
playoff game on the road is always 
a very difficult thing to do,” Cun-
ningham said. “Hopefully, we can 
get a good group of players for our 

playoff game. It 
has been a lot of 
fun being a mem-
ber of this soccer 
team and I’m hop-
ing to come back 
again next year.” 

The start of last 
Saturday’s match 
was delayed for an 
hour due to light-
ning. 

Once the weather did clear up, 
the Mutiny took a 1-0 lead during 
the second minute of the opening 
half.

Jenna Kalwa, who’s the head 
coach of the University of Saint Jo-
seph women’s soccer team, began 
the scoring play by sending a pass 
to Catherine Bean in the middle of 
the box. Bean finished off the play 
by blasting a shot into the upper left 
corner past Rush goalie Alessandra 
Augur. 

Bean, who’s from Westfield, 
will be a junior on the Bryant Uni-
versity women’s soccer team in the 
fall. 

She gave the Mutiny a 2-0 ad-
vantage by converting a rebound 
goal during the 23rd minute.

The Mutiny other local players, 
who saw action in the regular sea-
son finale, were Hope Santaniello 

(Agawam), Laura Gouvin (Mon-
son), Ela Kopec (Ludlow), Brooke 
Samborski (Chicopee), and Alexis 
Legowski (South Hadley). Julia 
Robak (Chicopee) was the back-up 
goalkeeper. 

The Rush (1-6-1) cut the deficit 
in half a couple of minutes later fol-
lowing Ellery Winkler’s first goal of 
the contest.

A little more than five minutes 
into the second half, the Mutiny had 
another scoring chance on a head-
er in the box by Rachel Marchini 
following a corner kick, but it just 
sailed wide.

The Mutiny managed to hold 
onto the one goal lead until the 74th 
minute when Winkler fired a low 
shot into the right corner of the net 
past Kopac tying the score at 2-2.

Marchini missed another header 
and the Mutiny had to settle for the 
draw.

BLUE SOX from page 11

MUTINY from page 11

Laci Lewis gets ready to clear the ball.

Laura Gauvin gets past an opponent.

Meghan Cunningham looks to make a decision with 
the ball.

Catherine Bean tries to corral the ball.

LOUDON, N.H. – Justin 
Bonsignore scored his second 
win of the NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour season on Satur-
day evening at New Hampshire 
Motor Speedway – and did it in 
a photo finish coming to the line. 
The driver of the No. 51 for Ken 
Massa Motorsports machine was 
out front when rain hit the track 
with just under 35 laps to go and 
the field pulled down pit road.

It looked as though it might 
be over - but the rain stopped - 
NASCAR and track officials 
dried the track - and the Mohegan 
Sun 100 went back under the green 
flag. Bonsignore pitted during the 
caution and had to restart outside 
the top-10. He charged through the 
field and was in position to race for 
the lead in the final few laps in the 
Phoenix Communications ride.

Bonsignore passed Doug Coby 
to take the lead when the field 
crossed at the white flag. Off turn 
two on the final lap, Coby went to 

the outside of Bonsignore for the 
lead with Ron Silk looking three-
wide to the bottom. Bonsignore led 
through the middle of turn three 
before Coby crossed to the bottom 
and got inside coming off turn four 
to the finish line.

Bonsignore and Coby drag-

raced to the line and made a little 
bit of contact, with Bonsignore 
coming out on top by a small 
margin. It was the 37th career 
win for the Holtsville, New York, 
native and his second points-pay-
ing win at New Hampshire.

“It was just crazy,” Bonsigno-
re said. “The way we were able 
to drag-race back to the line and 
beat Doug, it was amazing. This 
is our Super Bowl, our Daytona 
500. There’s nothing like racing 
a Modified here. I’m glad we got 
the race back going and the fans 

stuck it out. Coby, Silk and I have 
a good rivalry but there’s a ton of 
respect involved. I knew where I 
wanted to be on the last lap.”

Bonsignore will be back on the 
track at Claremont Motorsports 
Park for the next NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour event on Saturday, 
July 29. For more information on 
the three-time series champion, vis-
it JustinBonsignore.com. 

Submitted photos
Justin Bonsignore was a winner at 
New Hampshire Motor Speedway 
last weekend.

Bonsignore wins photo finish
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

HOLYOKE— PeoplesBank 
has been one of the best base-
ball teams in the Tri-County 
League during the past few de-
cades.  

PeoplesBank has won the 
last nine TCL championship ti-
tles and a total of 18 since 1995. 
They entered the final week of 
the 2023 regular season with a 
15-1 record.

“We were the second seed 
in last year’s playoffs, which 
I believe was only the second 
time that we weren’t the top 
seeded team during the past 
nine years,” said Joe Ferry, who 
has been the PeoplesBank play-
er/ manager since 2019. “We 
finished the regular season with 
the same record as Easthamp-
ton Savings Bank, but they won 
the tiebreaker against us.”

PeoplesBank wound up de-
feating Easthampton Savings 
Bank in last year’s finals. 

Because Easthampton Sav-
ings Bank is no longer a mem-
ber of the TCL, the Chicopee 
Falls Tigers will probably be 
PeoplesBank biggest challenge 
in this year’s playoffs.  

“We’re looking forward to 
playing any team in the play-
offs,” Ferry said. “All of the 
teams are gunning for us. We 
do have a big target on our 
backs, but we know how to deal 
with the pressure.”

St. Joe’s celebrated a 3-1 
home win over PeoplesBank 
on June 6.

“We haven’t lost a game 
since St. Joe’s beat us in the 
second game of the season,” 
Ferry said. “We won the next 
three games against them by 
the final scores of 14-1, 14-0, 
and 14-4.” 

The only other Peoples-
Bank managers during the past 
30 years have been Jim Long, 
who passed away on July 12, 
2017, and Fred Perry.

“I have a tremendous 
amount of respect for Jim 
Long,” Ferry said. “He meant 
a lot to this baseball team and 
we’re trying our best to carry 
on the winning tradition here. 
We just want to have fun and 
win another championship ti-
tle.”    

Most of the PeoplesBank 
players have been playing to-
gether for many years.

“We do have a very good 
team chemistry,” Ferry added. 
“We also have a lot of other 
guys who can fill in. We’re al-
ways looking to add new play-
ers every year.”     

PeoplesBank will enter this 
year’s TCL playoffs as the top 
seed. They clinched first place 
following a 10-0 home victory 
against 413 ATC on July 11. 
Jimmy Flahive hurled a sixth 
inning no-hitter in that contest.

The other members of the 
PeoplesBank pitching staff are 
Johnny Gegetskas, Matt Gard-
ner, Zach Handzal, and Danny 
Gaines, who’s from Holyoke.

“We do have a solid pitch-
ing staff,” Ferry said. “We play 
a couple of games each week 
and the starting pitchers know 
which day they’re going to 
pitch.”

Ferry was the j.v. baseball 
coach at Palmer High School 
when Handzal was a member 
of the team.

“I just love playing on the 
same baseball team with Zach. 
He’s a bulldog on the mound,” 
Ferry said. “He always gives 
110% effort in every game.”   

Several other players listed 
on the PeopleBank roster are 
Dave Clark, Pete Hogan, Kyle 
Platner, Seth Allen, Sam Allen, 
Rey Rivera, and Aiden Conse-
dine.

The Tri-County League 
playoffs are scheduled to begin 
on July 24. Each of the playoff 
series will be a best of three se-
ries.  

SPRINGFIELD – The Na-
ismith Basketball Hall of Fame 
announced the list of Hall of 
Famers scheduled to present the 
Class of 2023 at the Enshrine-
ment Ceremony to be held Satur-
day, Aug. 12, at Symphony Hall 
in Springfield, Massachusetts, 
the “Birthplace of Basketball.” 
45 Hall of Famers are expected 
to be in attendance for the cer-
emony, including all presenters.

Members of the Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame Class of 
2023 were asked to select previ-
ous inductees to accompany and 
present them to their peers. The 
choice is solely the decision of 
the incoming Hall of Famers or 
their family members if recog-
nized posthumously. 

The 2023 Hall of Fame In-
ductees and Presenters:

1976 Women’s Olympic Bas-
ketball Team, presented by Ann 
Meyers (Class of 1993), Nancy 
Lieberman (‘96)

Becky Hammon, presented 
by Sheryl Swoopes (‘16), Teresa 
Weatherspoon (‘19)

David Hixon, presented by 
Jim Calhoun (‘05), John Calipari 

(‘15)
Dirk Nowitzki, presented by 

Jason Kidd (‘18), Steve Nash 
(‘18)

Dwyane Wade, presented by 
Allen Iverson (‘16)

Gary Blair, presented by Te-
resa Weatherspoon (‘19), Van 
Chancellor (‘07)

Gene Bess, presented by 
Chris Bosh (‘21), John Calipari 
(‘15), Roy Williams (‘07)

Gene Keady, presented by 
Jerry Colangelo (‘04), Tom Izzo 
(‘16)

Gregg Popovich, presented 
by David Robinson (‘09), Manu 
Ginobili (‘22), Tim Duncan 
(‘20), Tony Parker (‘23)

Jim Valvano, presented by 
John Calipari (‘15)

Pau Gasol, presented by Toni 
Kuko (‘21)

Tony Parker, presented by 
Manu Ginobili (‘22), Tim Dun-
can (‘20)

For more information and 
the latest updates, visit hoophall.
com/Enshrinement or follow @
hoophall on Twitter and Insta-
gram.

Bankers in great shape 
heading for playoffs

Hall presenters named

probably not far from the former 
Memorial School.

The stones of the fireplaces 
were about the size of a person’s 
head and laid in a circular wall 
leaving space in the center of 
about 20 inches in diameter. Two 
of the three fireplaces had been 
disturbed by farmers plows, said 
Peck. But one of them was undis-
turbed. 

Peck said the fireplaces were, 
“well-filled with the ashes of 
many fires, and the soil within 
the others were blackened by the 
same cause,” wrote Peck.

Getting back to 1740, approx-
imately when Chauncey Peck’s 
great aunt encountered three In-
dians in the colonial Wilbraham 
winter, here is what else was go-
ing on in the world: Anne, the 
daughter of Peter the Great of 
Russia died and was succeeded by 
Czar Ivan VI; English antiquarian, 
physician William Stukely discov-
ered Stonehenge in England; The 
Berlin Academy of Science was 
founded by Frederick the Great.

Levis Acceptable
The year 1969 was the first 

time that Levis (or “blue jeans”, 
“dungarees” or “denims”) were 
acceptable for the student dress 
code at Minnechaug Regional 
High School. Principal Lincoln 
A. Dexter proclaimed new guide-
lines for student dress at the high 
school, which was eight years af-
ter it graduated its first class. The 
strait-laced elder, Dexter, must 
have felt that something must be 
done about what rebellious youth 
in town were wearing to high 
school.

One must remember the late 
1960s when the Vietnam War pro-
tests raged and “hippies” ranged 
over the land and had influence on 
the younger set in Wilbraham and 
Hampden.

In a May, 1969 article in 
the Springfield Morning Union, 
Dexter emphasized that apparel 
should be, “neat clean and appro-
priate.” He also mentioned that the 
appearance of hair, footwear, ac-
cessories and makeup should also 
be neat and appropriate.

Here is some of what he said 
in the newspaper: “Since chang-
ing fashions result in a change of 
acceptable standards, blue Levis, 
will be acceptable as are brown, 
green and white ones. The pref-
erence for sandals has resulted in 
a better quality, which are also al-
lowable.”

“However, as a health mea-
sure, boys will be required to wear 
socks if they wear shoes.”

He further explained that it 
was only a rumor that Bermuda 
shorts for both sexes and slacks 
for girls would be OK. That was 
incorrect, he said. He noted, how-

ever, that girls may wear culottes 
or pant-dresses.

Dexter, who had a face like 
Abraham Lincoln, may be re-
membered by some current ba-
by-boomers in this town as a 
straight-laced conservative who 
carved his rules in stone. And he 
was known to use his knowledge 
of language to motivate the citi-
zenry. Of the new dress code, “It is 
hoped that the good judgement of 
the majority will so persuade the 
others that further specifics will be 
unnecessary,” he said.

In 1969 Sirhan Sirhan was 
convicted of the murder of Sen. 
Robert Kennedy and Richard M. 
Nixon was inaugurated the 37th 
President. Hundreds of thou-
sands of people in several U.S. 
cities demonstrated their protests 
against the war in Vietnam. More 
than 100 combats deaths were re-
ported in one week in Vietnam. 
Trouser outfits became acceptable 
for everyday wear for women. 
Charles Manson, leader of a hip-
pie commune, was indicted for 
the murder of actress Sharon Tate 
(wife of director Roman Polanski) 
and for others found at her L.A. 
home.

Military Service
In this column, we are high-

lighting Wilbraham soldier Lt. 
John Hitchcock 3rd who was born 
in Springfield in 1722. He had a 
varied military career. Accord-
ing to researcher Bruce Tingle he 
served on the Western Frontier of 
Massachusetts in September of 
1754 at the start of the French and 
Indian War, contested by the Brit-
ish and French and their Indian al-
lies. He signed the Non-consump-

tion Pledge in 1774 along with 
many other Wilbraham soldiers. 
(The Non-consumption pledge 
was part of a group of agreements 
supporting American colonists in 
the 1774 Declarations and Re-
solves of the First Continental 
Congress.) Hitchcock was a Wil-
braham Minuteman who marched 
on the Lexington Alarm, April 
20, 1775 (when British soldiers 
infamously fired on American co-
lonial militiamen at Concord and 
Lexington.) He served there 10 
days. Later, he fought in the Rev-
olutionary War at Ft. Ticonderoga, 
enlisting Christmas Day 1776; 
he mustered out April 2, 1777. In 
1778, back living in Wilbraham, 
he was appointed to look after 
families of men gone off to war. 
There are notes showing that he 
also served at the Battle of Ben-
nington, but town records don’t 
confirm that. He died at the age of 
85 in Wilbraham Oct. 11, 1807.

Sources:  “Military Rolls of the 
Outward Commons: Soldiers of Wil-
braham, Massachusetts, 1730-1840” 
by J. Bruce Tingle, published by 
Heritage Books, Inc. 2000. “Histo-
ry of Wilbraham Bicentennial Edi-
tion 1763-1963” edited by Charles 
Merrick; Chauncey Peck who wrote 
“The History of Wilbraham, 1731, 
1763-1913. “The Timetables of His-
tory” by Bernard Grun, a Touchstone 
Book published by Simon & Schuster. 
Springfield Morning Union newspa-
per.

Editor Emeritus Charlie Bennett 
is a member of the Historic Commis-
sion and a trustee of the Wilbraham 
Atheneum Society. Readers can con-
tact him with comments or ideas for 
the column at cbennett4765@charter.
net. 

addressed what she and her col-
leagues have accomplished and 
would gain feedback from her 
followers. 

During the event, DiZoglio 
discussed pilot reform.

“(This) has a significant im-
pact on Western Massachusetts, 
what they need for transporta-
tion, funding, formula and re-
form as well,” she said. 

She addressed the impact that 
lack of equity has on schools as 
well as the current audit of the 
state legislature. And while 
DiZoglio was recognized, the 
event wasn’t possible with Joe 
Lupa who contributed to hosting 
the function. 

Lupa met DiZoglio when she 

was still working as senator and 
helped fight for transparency in 
the legislature. Volunteering for 
Diana’s campaign allowed him 
to build connections with peo-
ple who had the same concerns 
about the state government. 

“After the elections are over 
and promises are made, it will be 
business as usual,” Lupa said.

DiZoglio’s passion was al-
ways evident to Lupa, in a way 
that wasn’t familiar with other 
elected officials. As someone 
who fights for equal treatment, 
“she knew the struggle of work-
ing in an unfair system.” 

DiZoglio’s fight and dedica-
tion has made her a champion to 
make the commonwealth equita-
ble for everyone in the commu-
nity.

After being elected, DiZo-
glio has followed through with 
her promise to “exercise the 
extent of the auditor’s preview” 
and “to continue engagement 
with western mass.” 

Lupa hopes that citizens can 
learn from  Dizoglio’s work by 
staying involved outside elec-
tion years and to achieve ex-
cellence by staying dedicated. 
Overall, Lupa works to spread 
awareness and build support for 
DiZoglio’s campaign.

“She has continued to fight 
a fight on our behalf to make 
good on her promises,” Lupa 
said. “So it is only right that I 
continue with my friends and 
colleagues here in the region to 
share her dedication.”

HISTORICAL from page 1

AUDITOR from page 10

60 Years Ago
Cuban Refugee Fami-

ly Arrives

Here is a news clipping 
reported by my mom, Eth-
el M. Bennett, who was the 
Wilbraham correspondent for 
the Springfield daily news-
paper The Morning Union 
from the 1940s through 
1970s. From the July 25, 
1963 edition: “The second 
refugee family from Cuba to 
be sponsored by the World 
Fellowship Committee of Wil-
braham United Church spent 
their first day in their new 
home Wednesday after ar-
riving in Wilbraham Tuesday 
night where they were dinner 
guests of the committeeman 
chairman James L. Wallace 
of Colonial Road.

Lincoln Dexter met the 
Cuban family at Logan Inter-
national Airport and trans-
ported the family to the Wal-
lace home.”

Times file photos
Lt. John Hitchcock 3rd fought 
at Ft. Ticonderoga in the 
Revolutionary War. 

History author Chauncey Peck in 
his history book remembered a 
colonial era story from his great 
aunt about Native Americans.
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

PAINTING & MORE

Interior painting and small ex-
terior jobs. Chores and odd jobs 
too! Professional and reliable. No job 
too small. Servicing the Wilbraham 
area. Call Tom 339-832-5682.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING 
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly mowing and yard maintenance
Landscape installation and restoration
Hedge trimming, pruning, and mulch-
ing. Schedule fall lawn overseeding 
and repair.

Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial and Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

TUNE-UPS

PER DIEM FRONT DESK.

Great place to work our front desk 
staff is averaging 10 years and 

counting! This is a part time per-diem 
position, 10-20 hours a week, includ-
ing weekend coverage. Retirees en-

couraged to apply. Send a resume to: 
The Gardens of Wilbraham, 2 Lodge 
Lane, Wilbraham, MA 01095. Email: 
mchisholm@thegardensofwil-

braham.com. Fax: 413-596-5320.
Managed by Athena Communities, 

EOE.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
BORROWER SERVICES 

ASSISTANT
HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERA-
TOR Looking to fill several vacancies 
in the Town of Wilbraham. For applica-
tion and more information please visit 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov. Open 
until filled, review of application begins 
immediately. EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICES

SERVICESSERVICES REAL ESTATE 

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
Fast Rubbish Removal

Junk Appliance Cleanouts.

We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

Hampden Housing Authority
Elderly/Handicapped Housing

Currently seeking applicants for our
Elderly/Handicapped TWO bedroom housing program

at Centennial Commons in Hampden, Mass. These
units are located on the second floor. There are no

elevators. The maximum net income for a two person
household is $51,400. Interested applicants may obtain

a housing application by calling

(413) 566-8157                                                  EHO

$63,800

SERVICES

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

FOR RENT

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Commoner
5. Tea leaf
11. They save you a 

table
14. Submissions
15. Secretly 

revealed
18. Personification 

of the sea 
(Norse)

19. Unreal
21. No seats 

available
23. Bangladeshi 

currency
24. Leaders
28. Famed garden
29. Denotes past
30. Not living
32. Midway between 

south and 
southeast

33. Small island 
(British)

35. Woman (French)
36. Wife

39. Two-toed sloth
41. Blood group 
42. Soaks
44. Biu-Mandara 

language of 
Cameroon

46. Japanese 
prefecture

47. Place to be 
during a rock 
concert

49. Fully grown 
humans

52. Emaciation
56. Sparkling
58. Fruits you peel
60. Derived from a 

noun
62. Popular items 

to grill
63. Port in Yemen

CLUES DOWN
1. Before
2. Actress Dunham
3. This (Spanish)
4. Director Peter

5. Dominant
6. English artists’ 

society (abbr.)
7. NY Giants legend
8. It’s in the ground
9. No No No
10. Pesky insect
12. Danish-

American 
muckraking 
journalist

13. Kids love to do it
16. Good Gosh!
17. Fakes
20. A citizen of 

Denmark
22. Mystic syllable
25. Commercial
26. Letter of the 

Hebrew alphabet
27. Helpers
29. Water (French)
31. Young woman
34. Red-brown sea 

bream
36. Messenger 

ribonucleic acid

37. Comprehends
38. Walk with 

confidence
40. Home of the 

Flyers
43. Appetizer
45. News 

organization
48. Source of the 

Nile
50. A way to march
51. Soluble 

ribonucleic acid
53. Egyptian bull-

god
54. Children’s author 

Blyton
55. Baseball pitching 

stat
57. Rude young 

person
58. Table napkin
59. Monetary unit in 

Asia
61. One-time AL 

MVP Vaughn

HOLYOKE – As part of a recently-launched state-
wide program to reach those most at risk, MiraVista 
Behavioral Health Center is able to make available for 
free and without a prescription the life-saving medica-
tion naloxone that can temporarily reverse an opioid 
overdose in minutes. 

The medication, which is best known as an 
easy-to-administer nasal spray under the brand name 
Narcan, is available at the reception desk in the hos-
pital’s main lobby. It is recommended for anyone who 
is at increased risk for an opioid overdose or knows 
someone at risk, and has been available without a pre-
scription from retail pharmacies in the state but with 
costs paid out of pocket if not covered by insurance.

“Our front office staff have been trained to both 
use Narcan and educate those who request it on how 
to administer it,” said Kimberley Lee, chief of Cre-
ative Strategy and Development at MiraVista that of-
fers a range of substance use recovery services. “It is 
our hope that this free distribution without any barri-
ers will encourage individuals to come in and obtain a 
box of Narcan with two nasal sprays to have for them-
selves or to administer to someone they know who is 
at risk for an opioid overdose. Having it available to 
quickly use in the event of an opioid overdose can be 
a matter of life and death.”

MiraVista also has magnets in English and Span-
ish available to anyone that concisely review how to 
administer Narcan, symptoms to look for, when a sec-
ond dose might be needed and other rescue steps. 

Naloxone has been credited with saving thousands 
of lives and helping to plateau the rise in drug over-
dose deaths that last year in the U.S. claimed some 
110,000 lives. Education around it seeks to promote 
understanding of addiction as not a moral failing as 
sometimes is perceived, but a disease that can be fatal 
without intervention and treatment.

MiraVista met state regulations to become an af-
filiate of the Community Naloxone Purchasing Pro-
gram, recently created by the state with money it re-
ceived from a national settlement involving lawsuits 
against wholesalers and manufacturers of opioids. 

CNPP allows affiliates to bulk purchase Narcan at 
partial or full subsidy – similar to access that already 
exists for entities that distribute it to first responders - 
from the State Office of Pharmacy and to dispense it 
to individuals for free for their personal use. Affiliates 
are required to provide training in how to administer 
the nasal spray and education around harm reduction. 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, at least one report has shown that 80% of 
overdose deaths have occurred in the home and that 
40% of overdose deaths occurred with someone else 
present.

Research suggests wider distribution of the med-
ication is needed in many states and estimates that 
greater distribution of the nasal spray through com-
munity-based programs that reach both those at risk 
and potential bystanders to an opioid overdose, the 
more likely it will be used and the largest number of 
lives saved. 

A spray into one nostril quickly reverses an opioid 
overdose by blocking receptors that opioids bind to 
in the brain. A second dose can be given in the other 
nostril if a person does not wake up from overdosing 
within 2 or 3 minutes of the first dose.

MiraVista has a continuum of outpatient substance 
use recovery services that includes Medication Assist-
ed Treatment for opioid use disorder for which there 
is same-day admission and in which free Narcan is 
distributed as well and an intensive outpatient pro-
gram for those with a substance use diagnosis and 
that includes a structured curriculum and supportive 
therapies.

Expansion of Massachusetts law in 2018 to help 
lower the epidemic rise in overdose deaths from pre-
scription pain relievers, heroin and fentanyl requires 
pharmacies licensed by the state to keep an ade-
quate supply of naloxone available and allows them 
through a standing prescription order from the state 
to dispense it to anyone at increased risk for opioid 
overdose or a potential bystander with or without a 
prescription. Most insurers covered the cost.

The Food and Drug Administration recently ap-
proved the sale of Narcan without a prescription to 
help increase access to naloxone across the country 
but such over-the-counter availability has raised con-
cerns over who will be able to afford the drug as a 
two-dose package is said to cost $150. 

For information on obtaining no-cost Narcan at 
MiraVista Behavioral Health Center, call the hospi-
tal’s main number, (413) 701-2600.

MiraVista now 
no-cost
distribution site 
for Narcan

SCHOOLS
Osmani earns a 
spot on the Dean’s 
List at CCU

CONWAY, SC – More than 2,400 
undergraduate students at Coastal 
Carolina University were named to 
the Dean’s List for the Spring 2023 
semester, including Lela Osma-
ni, from Wilbraham. Students who 
make the Dean’s List have achieved 
a grade point average of 3.5 or higher 
(3.25 for freshmen) for the semester.

Wadzinski named to 
College of the Holy 
Cross’ Dean’s List

WORCESTER – Luke Wadzins-
ki of Wilbraham was named to the 
College of the Holy Cross Spring 
2023 Dean’s List.

A member of the Class of 2026, 
Wadzinski was named to the Dean’s 
List for outstanding academic 
achievement during the fall semester 
of the 2022-23 academic year.

Local students 
graduate from 
WNEU 

SPRINGFIELD – West-
ern New England University 
held its graduate commence-
ment ceremony on May 21 
in the Anthony S. Caprio 
Alumni Healthful Living 
Center, celebrating the Class 
of 2023. The following local 
students graduated. 

Bonnie R. Mannix of 
Wilbraham graduated from 
Western New England Uni-
versity with a Juris Doctor.

John J. Williams IV of 
Wilbraham graduated from 
Western New England Uni-
versity with a Juris Doctor.

John K. Cushman of 
Hampden graduated from 
Western New England Uni-
versity with a MSE in Me-
chanical Engineering/Acous-
tic Processing.

Kelley named to 
Spring Dean’s List 
at WNEU

SPRINGFIELD, MA – Autumn 
Kelley of Hampden has been named 
to the Dean’s List at Western New 
England University for the Spring 
Semester 2023. Kelley is working to-
ward a Doctor of Pharmacy degree.

Students are named to the Dean’s 
List for achieving a semester grade 
point average of 3.30 or higher.

Cheng named to 
the President’s List 
at WNEU for Spring

SPRINGFIELD – Vivian Cheng 
of Wilbraham has been named to the 
President’s List at Western New En-
gland University for the Spring 2023 
Semester. Cheng is working toward a 
Doctor Pharmacy degree.

Students are named to the Presi-
dent’s List for achieving a semester 
grade point average of 3.80 or higher.

Wilbraham
students graduate 
from the University 
of Vermont

BURLINGTON, VT – UVM 
President Suresh Garimella con-
ferred degrees on an estimated 3,383 
graduates at the university’s 222nd 
Commencement ceremony. Speak-
ing on the spirit of excellence, the 
Honorable Sethuraman Panchana-
than, director of the U.S. National 
Science Foundation, delivered the 
keynote address. The following local 
students graduated. 

Alexandra Garrison of Wilbra-
ham graduated from the University 
of Vermont with a bachelor’s in Ani-
mal Sciences.

Abbey Gentile of Wilbraham 
graduated from the University of 
Vermont with a bachelor’s in Psy-
chological Science.

Olivia Springer of Wilbraham 
graduated from the University of 
Vermont with a bachelor’s in Envi-
ronmental Sciences.

Elanore Worthington of Wilbra-
ham graduated Cum Laude from the 
University of Vermont with a bach-
elor’s in Secondary Education: En-
glish.

Wilbraham to serve God, 
she made it is her respon-
sibility to serve the people 
of the church who have 
called on her to be their 
pastor. 

She said the church is 
not a community of judge-
ment but a community of 
welcoming and encourag-
es people of all walks of 
life to attend worship or 
find a faith-based commu-
nity that best suits them. 

“I don’t know how 
people navigate day-to-
day without faith. Without 
spiritual guidance, I don’t 
know how people can just 
face the struggles of dai-
ly life, and we all have 
struggles at one point or 
another,” she said. “Hav-
ing faith, having prayers; 
they’ve done scientific 
studies (that) people who 
attend worship have bet-
ter outcomes, live longer. 
There’s just so many good 
things that come out of 
being part of not a perfect 
faith institution but one 
that is a healthy institution 
or place of worship.”  

CHURCH from page 1
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For Your Interior And Exterior Living Spaces!
84 Hubbard St., Ludlow • 413-583-3472

Mon- Fri 7:30am -5:00pm; 
Sat 7:30am – noon; closed Sunday

CABINETRY
DOORS  •  WINDOWS  

DECKING
ROOFING

AND MORE  ...

LUMBER & FEED

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

RELIABLERELIABLE
DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

HOME REMODELING

413-783-1101 • www.CummingsFloor.com

• Kitchen & Bath 
   Remodeling

• Windows, Decks, 
   Flooring & More

Call for An Appointment

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE ON

Local Home Pros
THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE

HOME ENTERTAINMENT
THE MOST DEPENDABLE 

STREAMING 
SYSTEM 

FOR MOVIES & TV SHOWS 

THE MOST DEPENDABLE STREAMING SYSTEM
FOR MOVIES AND TV SHOWS

Unlimited TV, 
movies and 

sports!

Cut the cord 
and tell Cable 

you got a 
better offer

Watch what you want, when you want!
Call Jim at 413-391-2345

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

566-2916
Evening & Weekend Appointments Available!
Billy Bond - The Area’s #1 “Go To” Septic Guy!

Fully Insured • Family Owned

Hampden Septic
Pumping • Installation • Title 5 Inspections • Perc Tests

Think you need a new roof? Think again!
ASK ABOUT ROOFMAXX
Shingle Rejuvenating Treatment

536-5955 ▼ www.1800newroof.net

ROOFING

HEATING & COOLING

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING SERVICES

439 Main St., Suite 4, 
Indian Orchard

413-306-5916 

24 Hour Emergency 
Service

LANDSCAPING

KEITH ISHAM LANDSCAPING, LLC
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE • HARDSCAPE • IRRIGATION

Cell: 413-531-1216  Office: 413-566-3920
www.keithishamlandscapingllc.com

JUNK REMOVAL

Magnet P.I.
Your Junk Collecting Man!
Get Rid of ALL your junk at a reasonable price.

Even the Tough Stuff!
Boilers, hot Water Tanks, Oil Tanks, T.V.’s, Monitors, 
Mattresses, Pools, Hot Tubs, Tires...We take it all!
Call Doug at 413-455-4397

Hampden Senior Center to 
host Alzheimer’s Fundraiser 

HAMPDEN – Join the Hampden Senior Center for a 
fundraiser dinner dance on Aug. 5 at 5:30 p.m. with enter-
tainment provided by Off The Record.

Cost is $30 prepaid, per person. Includes Appetizers, 
Chicken Parmesan and Pasta, Complimentary Cocktail 
and Dessert. More details will follow. Cash Bar & Raffle 
Prizes! Reserve and purchase your tickets today by calling 
566-5588. Please make checks payable to the Friends of 
Hampden Senior Citizens. All proceeds will benefit the Alz-
heimer’s Association. 

HAMPDEN – Below are the 
upcoming Hampden Senior Trips. 
For more information, call Bobbi at 
413-566-8271 or email bobbijg2@
charter.net

The Aqua Turf Club Tuesday, 
Aug. 15: “Come Fly with Me”. 
Dance to music from Sinatra, Ken-
ny Rogers, Tim McGraw & more; 
coffee/donuts, free drink, fami-
ly-style lunch, show & door prizes, 
$119/pp. Payment deadline Aug. 1.

Boston’s Duck Boats Tuesday, 
Sept.12:  with lunch @ Maggia-
no’s Little Italy, Duck tour, Quincy 
Market; $140/pp. 
Payment deadline Aug. 29.

Newport Playhouse Thursday, 
Sept. 28: All-You-Can-Eat Buf-
fet, Hilarious Show ”Ghost of a 
Chance” & Cabaret, 
NEW LOWER PRICE  $132/pp. 
Payment deadline Sept 14.

Atlantic City Tuesday – Thurs-

day, Oct. 10 – 12: Caesars Resort 
Hotel, two shows, $50 food & slot 
bonuses; $295/pp double, $285/pp 
triple, $395/pp single; $50 deposit 
due @ sign-up. Payment deadline 
Sept. 8. Cancellation Ins. Avail.

The Aqua Turf Club – EL-
VIS IS IN THE BUILDING ! on 
Wednesday, Nov. 8; coffee/donuts, 
free drink, family-style lunch, show 
& door prizes, $119/pp. Payment 
deadline Oct. 18.

Hampden Senior Trips


