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HAMPDEN - Police 
Chief Scott Trombly has re-
tired from the police depart-
ment after 31 years of service.

Trombly will serve as in-
terim police chief during the 
search for his successor after 
signing a contract with the 
Selectboard on July 7.

During his retirement, he 
plans to spend more time with 
his wife, Barbara, his mother 
and two children, crediting 
his family for their unwav-
ering support throughout his 
career. Other plans include 
relaxation, travel and enjoy-
ing his hobbies of fishing, 
hunting and golfing.

Trombly first entered po-
licing in the late 1980s as 
an auxiliary officer with the 
Palmer Police Department 
and then got hired part-time 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The 
town of Wilbraham has offi-
cially been certified as a De-
mentia Friendly Community. 

The announcement came 
during a celebration at the se-
nior center on July 7, where 
the town was presented with 
a certificate from the Mas-
sachusetts Councils on Ag-
ing and remarks provided by 
Katie Krupka, senior care 
advisor at Assisted Living 
Locators, Meghan Lemay, the 
Western MA Regional Man-
ager at the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation, and Hayley Wood, 
economic security and out-
reach manager for the Massa-
chusetts Councils on Aging.

The Dementia Friend-
ly Wilbraham Initiative was 
launched in September 2023 
and guided by a committee 
comprised of Krupka, Paula 
Dubord, director of elder af-
fairs at the Wilbraham Senior 
Center, Barbara Harrington, 
social services coordinator at 

the Wilbraham Senior Center, 
Tracey Perry, assistant vice 
president and retail banking 
officer at Country Bank, and 
members of he ERC5 Cham-
ber of Commerce.

The initiative’s efforts 
included Dementia Friends 
training for local businesses 
and town offices, dementia 
simulation experiences, the 
launch of a Memory Café at 
the senior center and informa-
tion and updates on dementia 
research and its importance.

Fourth and fifth-grade stu-
dents at Soule Road Elemen-
tary School were also offered 
an opportunity to become De-
mentia Friends, lending their 
support to the community ef-
fort.

A Caregivers Support 
Group is also coming to the 
senior center next month.

Krupka said the official 
recognition “is more than 
just a milestone” and “a re-
flection of our community’s 
heart, dedication and shared 
commitment to inclusion and 
support.”

“A dementia-friendly 

community is a place where 
people living with dementia 
and their caregivers are not 
only supported, but truly in-
cluded and empowered and 
supported in their local com-
munities,” Krupka said. “We 
have focused on education 
to reduce the stigma and pro-
mote awareness so that those 
living with dementia and their 
caregivers can feel safe, in-
cluded and empowered to live 
their best lives.”

Lemay shared how over 
seven million people in the 
United States are living with 
Alzheimer’s disease and other 
dementias and “that number 
is expected to only increase in 
the next couple decades until 
we can really find some kind 
of prevention treatment and 
cure.”

“We want to make sure 
our communities and our so-
ciety is better prepared for 
those changes and, also, it 
means that if over seven mil-
lion people are living with 
Alzheimer’s and dementia, a 

Police Chief Scott Trombly retires

And more from the 
June 30 Wilbraham 
Select Board meeting

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent 

WILBRAHAM – During 
the June 30 meeting of the 
Wilbraham Select Board, 
Town Administrator Nick 
Breault and the board mem-
bers shared several develop-
ments. 

First, Breault praised a 
town employee who is retir-
ing after serving the people 
of Wilbraham for nearly four 
decades in various positions. 

“I wanted to mention if I 
could for the record really is 
that one of our colleagues, 
Herta Dane, is retiring this 
week after 37 years of service 

to the town of Wilbraham in 
several roles. She’s retiring as 
our HR Coordinator,” Breault 
said. 

Breault noted that he had 
the privilege of working with 
Dane for 10 years and knew 
her for 10 years prior to that 
after meeting her through 
several committees they were 
both on. 

“I just found her to be a 
real professional person, and 
she helped me a lot when I 
first got here and every day 
since basically,” Breault said. 

Breault described Dane’s 
retirement as well-deserved. 
He also thanked the board for 
letting him give a shout out to 
an individual who went above 
and beyond for the town of 
Wilbraham. 

“She’s been in tough 

Wilbraham officially a Dementia Friendly Community

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Hampden Police Chief Scott Trombly is retiring from the police department after 31 years of 
service. In this photo, this shrine in his office chronicles his career over the years.

Longtime town employee 
retires, local youth
advocates for paper bags

From the left, Barbara Harrington, social services coordinator at the Wilbraham Senior Center, 
Paula Dubord, director of Elder Affairs at the Wilbraham Senior Center, Hayley Wood, economic 
security and outreach manager for the Massachusetts Councils on Aging, Katie Krupka, senior 
care advisor at Assisted Living Locators, and Tracey Perry, assistant vice president and retail 
banking officer at Country Bank, with the official certification declaring the town of Wilbraham 
a Dementia Friendly Community.

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - On 
July 10, the library hosted a 
Teddy Bear Picnic event for 
children. 

This program was part of 
the library’s summer reading 
program for children. Also, 
it was sponsored by the 
Friends of the Wilbraham 
Public Library.

Children, their parents, 
and their stuffed animals 
joined Julie Stepanek in the 
Brooks Room for an after-
noon of fun, which included 
singing songs such as “The 
Teddy Bear’s Picnic,” “Old 
MacDonald had a Farm,” and 
“The Bear Missed the Train,” 
a storytime reading of “The 
Teddy Bear’s Picnic,” and a 
craft where children made 
their own teddy bear masks. 

The children came into 
the room with their stuffed 
animal friends, as well as 
picnic blankets and snacks, 
and placed them in a circle as 
they listened to music done 
by Stepanek on her guitar. 
Then, she invited everyone 
to see the pictures in the sto-

ry that she read. The children 
finished the day decorating 
their “disguises” such as like 
those in “The Teddy Bear’s 
Picnic.”

Stepanek, who has been 
working with libraries since 
2009, has been very involved 
with various activities re-
garding library involvement. 
Along with the Teddy Bear 
Picnic that day, she also 
taught teens at the library 
how to play the ukulele. 

Stepanek travels to dif-

ferent libraries with the in-
terest of sharing music with 
others. 

“It’s a great way to 
spend the afternoon,” Ste-
panek said. “Libraries are 
very important. And I’m a 
firm believer that libraries 
are something that we have 
done right. The best way to 
support your library is to go 
and visit it, check out their 
books, and go to their pro-
grams.”

Children’s Librarian Jai-
me Hageman was also in 
attendance and expressed 
excitement for the event, as 
well as the importance of 
being involved with local li-
braries. 

“I’m thrilled to bring in 
the community to celebrate 
something so wonderful that 
is music,” Hageman said. 
“It’s important to interact 
with public libraries because 
it increases reading skills, 
social skills and meet new 
friends. So, take advantage 
of the resources the library 
provides.”

It was a great way for 
children and their families 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The library 
held a special Pony Storytime 
event with Scout the pony and 
Cloverbrook Farm from East 
Longmeadow on July 8.

Taking place on the front 
lawn, families gathered for a 
storytime with Cloverbrook 
Farm Owner Shannon Galla-
gher reading “Unicorn (And 
Horse)” and “My Pony” and 
a craft making horseshoe 
dreamcatchers.

Gallagher was also joined 
by her daughter, Laura, and 
one of the farm’s teen volun-
teers, Maya, for the event.

The children also got to 
meet Scout, who, at one point, 
sported a horn on his head, 
thus becoming a unicorn.

Recently, there was a Goat 
Storytime on June 24 with 
Moo the goat and other baby 
goats and Gallagher reading 
“Goats Go Nuts for Head-
butts” and “Three Billy Goats 
Gruff”; a Chicken Storytime 
event will be coming up next 
on July 22 at 2 p.m. with 
chickens in attendance and 

Gallagher reading “Chicken 
Little” and “The Little Red 
Hen.”

Gallagher shared that the 
farm also offers homeschool 
classes, preschool reading 
groups and groups for kinder-
garten through sixth grade. 
Other programs include teen 
meet-ups, goat yoga, art 
classes, farm tours and many 
more. 

“When we’ve come to the 

library, they heard about our 
programs and they asked to 
partner with them for their 
summer reading program,” 
Gallagher said.

On Scout the pony, Galla-
gher shared he’s “our most fa-
mous pony on the farm” and 
also works birthday parties, 
does pony rides and enjoys 
meeting the kids. She was 

WPL holds Teddy Bear Picnic HPL hosts Pony Storytime

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

A wide shot of Shannon Gallagher, owner of Cloverbook Farm, 
reading to families during the Pony Storytime event on July 8 
in Hampden.

Turley photos by Noelle Hisgen

Julie Stepanek holds up 
her own teddy bear for the 
activities in the library.

Please see MEETING, page 11Please see CHIEF, page 4

Please see DEMENTIA, page 8

Please see HPL, page 11Please see WPL, page 11
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Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Wilbraham-Hampden Times

651 Main St., Wilbraham
413-367-4422

Wed.-Sun. 8am-6pm

Visit us online:
fernvalleyfarmsllc.com

Follow us on Facebook!

NOW OPEN!
Your Everyday Staples
Farm Fresh & Local
MEAT, PRODUCE, EGGS, 
MILK, BREAD & MORE!

Austin Brothers Valley Farm
Merrick Farm

Barstows Dairy
Sugar Chalet
Fancy Bagels

Wilbraham Candles
Mama Life Oils & Wellness

Honey Bear Tea
Sweet Babu’s

Nourish Valley Tallow
Terra Flower Farm

Four Rex Farms
Fern Valley Farms

David Boucier Books
Marty’s Local

Ferrindino Maple
Vermont Mulch Company

Wagner Wood
Nightingail Hand Made

Soap
Sturbridge Coffee Roasters

and more!

We are proud to support local businesses!

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Select-
board met with the Advisory 
Committee on July 7 for a 
preliminary expenditure re-
cap for FY25.

Chair John Flynn noted, 
“There’s still a little work to 
be done.”

“Some transfers back and 
forth that will go through 
your committee as well. We 
did touch on, perhaps, the 
need for the Reserve Account 
Transfer. We had--I think 
Brad was preparing a request 
looking at the work we did 
at the town meetings would 
need a bit of a thing here,” 
Flynn said. “Brian were you 
going to put that together 
or...?”

Town Administrator Brian 
Domina affirmed yes, noting 
the town meeting items were 
two invoices for the audio 
production.

“The total around just over 
$16,000,” Domina said.

Advisory Committee 
Chair Doug Boyd asked about 
this next.

“Brian, did the AV get put 
into the Selectboard expense 
line? Is that why it’s over as 
much as it is?” Boyd said.

Domina replied yes.
“And then in FY26, they 

requested the additional 
amount as a separate line item 

moving forward,” Domina 
said.

Flynn then noted other ac-
counts under the Selectboard 
including Temporary Help.

“Surprising because we 
had done some work for plan-
ning under that, correct?” 
Flynn said. “But, I mean it 
is under the same kind of 
department if you wish to 
go back and forth that way. 
I think there’s also (a) bit of 
an overage that may have just 
been a put in the wrong folder 
type thing.”

Advisory Committee 
Member John Matthews then 
pointed out $11,000 for tax 
title expense that was spent, 
which led to this explanation 
from Flynn.

“That may be something 
that Eva (Wiseman) always 
has in there as a backup,” Fly-
nn said. “She can use it for the 
overage and elected expense, 
which is probably the federal 
election...”

“Yeah, she had mentioned 
that a couple months ago that 
that was going to be an issue,” 
Boyd said.

Selectboard Member Don 
Davenport then asked about 
the law claims, with Flynn 
providing an answer for that 
as well.

“Brian said he did a little 
bit of research on that and 
that had to do with a couple 
of personnel issues during the 
year,” Flynn said.

After Davenport pointed 
out information technology, 
Domina said, “That should 
be moved to office equipment 
acquisition.”

After Flynn noted mon-
ey left for the Conservation 
Commission clerical, Domina 
clarified this too.

“I think Bonnie only puts 
up for the time that she actu-
ally works, not what’s bud-
geted,” Domina said.

Flynn’s main question was 
on employee benefits, which 
Domina explained.

“Employee benefits, 
there’s still $80,000, but 
when I went back into the 
account details, we’ve only 
paid 11 months for health 
insurance, so it should be an-
other 50-something thousand 
dollars out of the account 
(for) FY25,” Domina said. 
“Because we should be mak-
ing 12 payments in that each 
year.”

“Would there be enough 
to handle the employee retire-
ment number that was in the 
other account?” Flynn said.

Domina replied yes.
“And then next year we in-

creased that because we were 
aware that Sgt. Cooney was 
retiring and that buyback was 
in there for next year,” Flynn 
said.

“That’s my recollection of 
it,” Boyd said.

Flynn added the number 
for soon-to-be retiring Police 

Chief Scott Trombly is “not in 
that budget at this point.”

“It’ll have to be figured 
out in the fall,” Flynn said.

After Flynn asked what the 
Advisory Committee sees for 
areas of concern, other Advi-
sory members mentioned the 
school district’s boiler repair 
and split units, saying it “has 
nothing expended, but it has 
nothing allocated.”

“Is that because it was not 
in the budget?” they said. 

Flynn clarified no.
“I think if there’s zero and 

zero, then it was done,” Flynn 
said.

Domina added the allocat-
ed amount “for some of the 
ones that are zero it’s just not 
correct.”

“They need to be filled 
in,” Domina said.

“Because obviously the 
money was allocated and 
spent,” Flynn said. “I don’t 
know. Why is there a zero at 
the beginning?”

“Right, it just looks off ob-
viously,” they said.

“Now, there also could 
have been they weren’t quite 
sure. It was not to exceed or 
something like that when the 
bid finally came in. ‘Okay, 
this is the number you’re go-
ing to owe,’” Flynn said.

Boyd said on the overview 
that “generally, I’m frankly 
pleased with it.”

“I mean, the couple of 
overages that are here we 

knew were coming and the 
others look like they’re es-
sentially ordinary variances 
that you see,” Boyd said. “Of 
course, I mean, obviously, it’s 
not the final accounting where 
we end up to the positive. It’s 
something for free cash. But, 
nothing jumps at me.”

Boyd then noted snow and 
ice.

“It looks like the to-
tal snow and ice was over 
$225,000,” Boyd said. 
“Which, you know, given the 
kind of winter we had doesn’t 
seem working out of line at 
all.”

The radio service agree-
ment allocation for $28,608 
was also brought up by Advi-
sory members, with questions 
on if this would be spent too.

Flynn said he noticed that 
before.

“That’s a question I think 
for the chief, but that was the 
agreement done for that tower 
by Commercial Drive,” Fly-
nn said. “Why it hasn’t been 
built yet, I don’t know.”

“And that was a very spe-
cific number. I mean, that was 
a contract number,” Boyd 
said.

$28,607 was also noted 
for police and fire communi-
cations by the Advisory mem-
bers, with them saying “But 
then you have the operations 
that’s allocated and there’s 
nothing allocated for that po-
lice fire communication, so 

that could just be a swap out.”
Boyd asked about the 

timeline for final numbers.
“When do you think we’ll 

have the final numbers? And 
secondly, when will there 
be the specific transfers that 
need to be voted?” Boyd said.

Domina said the treasury 
account set for the fianl FY25 
warrant was to be signed on 
July 14 “because they’re do-
ing one more vendor warrant 
for 25 payrolls.”

“Payroll for ‘25 is done,” 
Domina said. “I’ll follow up 
with Cliff again, but it needs 
to be done soon. Very soon.”

Selectboard and Advisory Committee hold FY25 discussion

WILBRAHAM – This 
summer, the Wilbraham Pub-
lic Library invites children 
and teens to get hands-on 
with science, creativity, and a 
whole lot of fun at Chain Re-
actions & Creative Contrap-
tions, an interactive STEM 
workshop led by Playful En-

gineers.
On Tuesday, July 22, par-

ticipants will dive into the 
exciting world of chain re-
actions, levers, pulleys, and 
more as they design, build, 
test, and play with their very 
own contraptions. From 
whimsical machines to classic 

Rube Goldberg-style devices, 
this Make & Break Workshop 
is a hit with budding inventors 
and curious minds alike.

Workshop Sessions:
Children’s Program 

(Grades 3–5): 2 to 3:30 p.m.
Teen Program (Grades 

6–12): 5 to 6:30 p.m.

Online registration is re-
quired and begins Monday, 
July 1. To sign up, visit our 
website or call the library at 
413-596-6141.

This event is free to attend 
and is generously sponsored 
in part by the Wilbraham 
Friends of the Library and 

a grant from the Wilbraham 
Cultural Council, a local 
agency supported by the Mass 
Cultural Council.

Don’t miss your chance to 
build something amazing, and 
maybe even a little ridiculous! 
We hope to see you there.

Chain Reactions & Creative Contraptions: hands-on workshop for kids and teens
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OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
LOCALLY GROWN!

FRESH BLUEBERRIESFRESH BLUEBERRIES
Locally GrownLocally Grown

From  Westfield, MA

BUTTER & SUGAR BUTTER & SUGAR 
SWEET CORNSWEET CORN

Locally Grown

PACK A PICNICPACK A PICNIC
FROM RANDALL’SFROM RANDALL’S
Randall’s Blueberry 
Sour Cream Pie!

GOURMET SANDWICHES & SUMMER SALADS
Boar’s Head
Salsalito Turkey ...................$11.99/lb
Boar’s Head
London Broil Roast Beef ......$14.99/lb
Boar’s Head Monterey Jack
& Pepper Jack Cheese ..........$6.99/lb
Boar’s Head
Vermont Cheddar ................. $7.99/lb

“N“NO BRAINER” PerennialsO BRAINER” Perennials  
Easy Care & Dependable For The Garden

$5.00 OFF OUR TOP THREE PICKS
Shade LoShade Loving Plum Pudding Heuchera

            Sun Loving Happy Returns 
        & Stella D’Oro Daylilies

Drought Tolerant Autumn Joy SedumDrought Tolerant Autumn Joy Sedum
2 Gallon Pots 2 Gallon Pots 

Now  $16.99$16.99 (Reg. Price $21.99)

GET A FREE ICE CREAM CONE CARD GET A FREE ICE CREAM CONE CARD 
WHEN YOU SPEND $50 AT WHEN YOU SPEND $50 AT 

RANDALL’S FARM & GREENHOUSERANDALL’S FARM & GREENHOUSE

SOIL SAVINGS DIG IN!N!
   “Coast Of Maine”
PLATINUM GROWER MIXPLATINUM GROWER MIX
1.5 cu ft Bag $5.00 OFF
 NOW $19.99 (Reg $24.99)
Use For All Potted And Container Plants

Rich In Nutrients And Amendments
Boosts Budding & Blooming

IN HONOR OF ONE DAY ONE DAY 
ONLYONLY

SUNDAY

 

2025 HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE DAY
When:  8/9/2025 8:00am - 12:00pm

Where:  Minnechaug Regional High School
621 Main Street

Registration is on a first come, first served basis -- REGISTER EARLY!

-Registration closes 8/01/2025 or when slots are filled 

-Proof of Residency is required or DRC membership to

enter the collection area and dispose of waste

Acceptable Items Do NOT Bring

· Aerosol Cans
· Ammonia Solution
· Antifreeze
· Art Supplies
· Bleach 
· Brake Fluid
· Carburetor Cleaner
· Chlordane
· Craft Supplies
· Creosote
· Degreaser
· Drain Cleaner
· Driveway Sealant (Oil 

Based)
· Engine Degreaser
· Fertilizer
· Floor Cleaner
· Furniture Polish
· Gasoline
· Herbicide

· Insect Spray
· Kerosene
· Metal Polish
· Moth Balls
· Motor oil
· Muriatic Acid
· No-Pest Strips
· Oven Cleaner
· Paint (lead or oil based only)
· Paint thinner
· Pesticide
· Photo  Chemicals
· Pool Chemicals
· Rechargeable Batteries
· Rodent Killer
· Rust Preventative
· Sealant
· Solvent
· Wood Preservative
· Wood Stain
· Wood Stripper 

Event Sponsors:

Event Operator:

Collection by Appointment Only 
Call:  413-596-2800 x 208

F& G Recycling
120 Old Boston Road

NO FEE  Residential collection event for 
Wilbraham residents and all members of the 

Wilbraham Disposal & Recycling Center 

• Asbestos
• Biological Waste
• Commercial Waste
• CRTs (Tvs and 

Computers
• Latex Driveway Sealant
• Empty Containers
• Explosives
• Fluorescent Bulbs
• Industrial Waste
• Latex Paint 
• Radioactive Waste
• Tires
• Propane Tanks
• Unused Medication
• Sharps
• Water Reactive Material 

The event took place 
on May 10. 

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent 

WILBRAHAM – The Wil-
braham Hill Climb on May 10 
brought people from all over 
the region to town, but mem-
bers of the Select Board are 
hesitant to hold it again next 
year. 

During the board’s June 
30 meeting, Police Chief Ed 
Lennon presented a post-event 
report, in which he discussed 
various aspects of the day, both 
positive and negative. 

Following Lennon’s re-
cap, the elected officials ex-
pressed reservations about the 
Hill Climb and pondered if it 
should be an annual event. 

Clerk Sue Bunnell said the 
library’s Board of Trustees not-
ed that their parking lot over-
flowed with the vehicles on 
the day of the Hill Climb, as 
event attendees found it to be 
a convenient location to park. 
Library Director Karen Ball 
even suggested that it might be 
easier for the library to close 
for the day if the Hill Climb 
occurs again. 

“I would hope that we 
would not have to do that. I 
think the idea of blocking off 
the parking would at least cre-
ate a better circumstance in 
that regard,” Bunnell said. 

Bunnell added that the town 
has received additional input 
from abutters that “they’re not 
fans and don’t necessarily want 
to see this be an annual event.” 

She also acknowledged that 
the event takes nearly a year 
to plan and event organizers 
will soon be asking about next 
year’s status. 

“So, I almost feel like we, 
as a board, need to be in a po-
sition to let them know as soon 
as possible if it’s our intention 
not to do it again,” Bunnell 
said. 

Bunnell concluded that 
the town has hosted the event 
three years in a row, so the 
people who don’t want to see 
it happen a fourth year in a row 
should be given consideration. 

“I think we’ve heard pret-
ty emphatically from some of 
the impacted people. We get a 
lot of feedback,” Bunnell said. 
“I’m willing to give the people 
who are saying, ‘You should 
have never said yes,’ a break 
for one year, and then we can 
talk about 2027.” 

Vice Chair Marc Ducey 
said he has never been to the 
Hill Climb but was surprised 
to learn how fast the vehicles 
traveled up a town street during 
the event. 

Lennon assured Ducey that 
the spectators are positioned 
out of harm’s way. Ducey 
asked what would happen in 
terms of liability if something 
bad occurred, and Town Ad-
ministrator Nick Breault re-
sponded. 

“They carry their own in-
surance for the event, and we 
have our own insurance for in 
case there’s any kind of a suit 
against the town. There are 
limits to how much the munic-
ipality can be sued for damag-
es,” Breault said. “And, this is 
not a 100% guarantee, but if 
there’s no defect in the road 
that caused the issue, [the town 
shouldn’t be liable].” 

Ducey appreciated 
Breault’s input but was still 
hesitant. He said he was “on 
the fence” about it. 

“If the community wants 
it, then I think we should do 
it,” Ducey said. “I understand 
the inconveniences for the lo-
cal people it impacts, and I’m 
mindful of that, but when we 
do concerts around town, peo-

ple are also [inconvenienced]. 
Maybe we need to reach out to 
the townspeople to see if they 
want to continue this on an 
every year basis or should we 
move it to every other year.” 

According to Ducey, the 
town should be clear with the 
organizers “that they don’t 
have a yes.” 

In fact, Ducey said which 
way he was leaning if he had 
to make the decision immedi-
ately. 

“My take about notifying 
the organizers, if they were 
pushing me now to make a de-
cision, it would probably be a 
no,” Ducey said. “So, it’s only 
to their advantage to collect 
more data and confirm this is 
what the town wants. If they 
want a yes, they have to give us 
some time to figure this out.” 

Chair Michael Squindo 
echoed the sentiments of his 
colleagues. He pointed out 
that while organizers said they 
worked with community orga-
nizations that held events the 
same day, some townspeople 
said otherwise. 

“I’m hearing murmurings 
that it was impacting oth-
er events in negative ways,” 
Squindo said. “I would like 
some more formal feedback. 

Wilbraham Select Board members critique the Hill Climb
I’ve said this to the folks that 
have murmured that they have 
to get on the record on this, but 
I just put it out for us to con-
sider that it would be nice to 
solicit some formal feedback. 
I don’t know how we do that 
effectively.” 

Squindo also wasn’t in fa-
vor of holding the event hours 
after a rainstorm passed. He 
said that considerations should 
have been made to postpone 
the Hill Climb, although he 
didn’t specify if he meant by 
several hours or days. 

While Squindo did say he 
was a “no” on holding the event 

every year, he does believe cer-
tain aspects of the event should 
be made annual. 

“I would just throw out that 
I think the Hill Climb itself, 
not necessarily the communi-
ty event, the car show and the 
vendors, I think you can have 
something where you do a 
climb every other year or what-
ever timeframe and still do a 
community event to keep the 
energy there on the off years,” 
Squindo said. 

No final decision regarding 
the Hill Climb’s future was 
made on June 30. 

WILBRAHAM – The 
fire department has officially 
announced the transition of 
a new notification platform 
called CodeRED to enhance 
communication and keep 
residents better informed on 
important updates, events and 
services. 

Wilbraham CodeRED 
FAQs

What is CodeRED and 
what is it used for?

CodeRED® is an emer-
gency notification system that 
enables local public safety 
personnel to notify residents 
and businesses by telephone, 
text message, email and more 
of time-sensitive information, 
emergencies or urgent alerts. 
The system can reach hun-
dreds of thousands of indi-
viduals in minutes to ensure 
information such as evacua-
tion notices, missing persons, 
inclement weather advisories 
and more are quickly shared. 
Only authorized officials have 
access to send alerts using the 
CodeRED system.

When will
CodeRED be used?

Any message regarding 

the safety of our residents and 
community will be dissem-
inated using CodeRED. We 
will send out alerts via phone, 
text and email in a variety of 
situations including boil water 
notices, gas leaks, evacuation 
notices, police activity, fire 
emergencies, missing persons 

and more. This is a communi-
ty alert system to ensure you 
remain informed of important 
information. Please keep in 
mind that as you register to 
receive CodeRED, you have 
the ability to select your pre-

Wilb. transitions to CodeRED for notifications

Please see CODE RED, page 9
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CHRISTMAS 
IN JULY 
TENT!

lb
$199

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN
LOIN END CHOPS ....................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
7/17/25-7/23/257/17/25-7/23/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .............

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CRAWFISH
WHOLE COOKED 3LB BAG ..............

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN 

HASHBROWN PATTIES 30 OZ .......

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$999
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN
DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG ....................

$299
lb

USDA INSP. CENTER CUT

BEEF BACK RIBS .............................

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$222
lb

$477

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN
$1179

lb

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

GREAT ON THE GRILL 

$197
lb

lb

$399USDA INSP. 
WUNDERBAR BOLOGONA .
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$288
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN ..

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLET .....

USDA INSP. STOREMADE CAROLINA GOLD 
MARINATED BONELESS
CHICKEN THIGHS ..................................
USDA INSP. STOREMADE KABOBS WITH VEGGIES

lb

lb

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL

$669
lb

$369

$599CHICKEN                   BEEF $799
lb

lb
$199

77¢
lb

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

in Monson and Warren. He 
then had an opportunity 
through the Monson Police 
Department to become a full-
time cadet training,

He had also gone into 
the police academy as a 
self-sponsor and came out of 
there a free agent, landing his 
first full-time job in Hadley.

Wanting to always work 
in the Western Massachusetts 
and Palmer and Hampden 
area, Trombly then began his 
career in Hampden in March 
1993 as a reserve police of-
ficer and part-time dispatcher 
and was later appointed to 
a full-time police officer on 
June 1, 1994.

This year, Trombly 
marked 31 years of full-time 
service to the Hampden Po-
lice Department, with the last 
four years as police chief.

On why he decided to re-
tire, Trombly shared how he 
realized it was time.

“The job has changed and 
I feel that I kind of completed 
my career. Usually, when we 
hit our career around the 32 
mark, hit 55 years of age, we 
hit an 80%, which is in our 
retirement world our top,” 
Trombly said. “I’m young 
enough still, I’m healthy, I 
feel good to have another 
chapter come up in my life 
and do something different.”

Looking back on his 
three-decade-plus career, 
Trombly emphasized caring 
about people and compas-
sion being key to the job, 
also noting the department’s 
growth over the years and 
becoming the town’s first de-
tective during the pandemic.

“You got to treat other 
people with respect, the way 
you want to be treated. We 
have a great town here in 
Hampden. The residents are 
very supportive of their po-
lice, their fire, their highway, 
and I saw how supportive 
they were of me, in general, 
as one of their police offi-
cers,” Trombly said. “I don’t 
even live in town--had an op-
portunity to consider moving 
to town--but they take you--

the residents--as one of their 
own. This small knit family 
that we had that I grew into 
and stayed with, I didn’t look 
elsewhere to go anywhere 
else.”

He added how he’s 
learned so much from the 
town as well, including the 
lessons of thinking of others 
and giving back to others.

“Everybody has a bad 
day. I have bad days. I might 
be pulling you over, I might 
be a little bit angry or I could 
be pulling someone else over 
in a traffic stop and they 
might come back at you. You 
got to kind of step back and 
catch yourselves,” Trombly 
said. “We’re humans, we’re 
not perfect, we’re not super-
humans. We all make mis-
takes, even us as profession-
als on the job, right? And so, 
we got to really care about 
those others and try to calm 
each and every situation. 
This town has allowed us to 
have--me--to do that with 
dealing with some of the in-
stances in town as you talk 
people down and work with 
them and you move on.”

Trombly said in his letter 
to the Selectboard announc-
ing his retirement, he shared 
how “the opportunity that 
the town’s given me” was 
very positive and helped him 
stress the impact of public 
service to the younger offi-
cers who have come on.

“The embracement of a 
positive community behind 
you really gives you that 
positive thought to work and 
continue to work for them 
and know that we are good 
people. We are human peo-
ple and people understand 
that we do make mistakes, 
but they stand behind you,” 
Trombly said. “That’s just al-
lowed me to continue on with 
this career.”

On what inspired him 
to go into law enforcement, 
Trombly shared he’s always 
been a people person.

“I was a volunteer, on-
call firefighter in Palmer, I 
enjoyed being in that public 
setting working with people, 
talking with, helping others 

and had aspirations,” Trom-
bly said.

What also inspired him 
was seeing a Palmer police 
officer coming by to check 
on and wave to the kids when 
playing in one of the park 
areas or skating during the 
winter. Also, seeing them 
walking around downtown in 
another park area.

“It would be like, ‘You 
know, that’s pretty cool, 
that’s neat, I think I’d like to 
do something like that,’ and 
I was taken under the wing 
by one of their police officers 
out there. He talked to me 
about the job, I became an 
auxiliary officer over there, 
was a volunteer. Then I start-
ed working with a lot of men 
and women over in Palmer at 
the rank and file, knew what 
I wanted to be. I wanted to 
be a part-time police officer,” 
Trombly said. “The positive 
interactions that I saw and 
the helpfulness and the bene-
fit that I saw that people gave 
back--genuine people--that 
really cared about others. I 
think I can do that, I want to 
do that and I did that.”

Knowing he left a mark 
is what fulfills him most, 
reflecting on his time as a 
School Resource Officer 
for Green Meadows Ele-
mentary School and how, 
several years later, when at 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School, he was recognized 
by two girls who said, “Of-
ficer Trombly! Holy cow, I 
remember you!”

“So, things like that real-
ly go, ‘Wow!’ It shows you 
that you meant something in 
somebody’s life,” Trombly 
said.

Trombly summed up his 
career this way and offered 
this advice.

“It’s been an awesome, 
awesome trip. For me, I’ve 
had a great time, it’s been an 
awesome career and I really 
recommend for those think-
ing about it, again, a lot’s 
changed in the years. It’s not 
all about the money. You got 
to go into it for other reasons,” 
Trombly said. “We just need 
more people to kind of come 

back down and really want to 
go out there and help and be 
involved in helping, get into 
public service. Whether it’d 
be policing, whether it’d be 
fire department. But, I had 
an awesome career and it’s 
just been great. I do attribute 
a lot to family, friends and 
the community you work in, 
really, and this community 
has been nothing but great to 
me.”

He offered this advice to 
his future successor.

“I would just say for that 
new person, have an open 
mind, be transparent, be fair, 
be understanding and have 
the back and support of ev-
eryone within the agency 
and just work well with oth-
ers. Be willing to work, lis-
ten,” Trombly said. “Needs 
to have that communication, 
open door policy, willing to 
go above and beyond and 
lead and by example to get 
those others to follow you 
and it’s going to be a good 
career for them.”

This was his message to 
the community.

“I just want to say thank 
you for allowing me to give 
a good part of my life--31 
years--to you and you’ve 
been great to me,” Trombly 
said.

His department, mean-
while, this message.

“It’s been a good team, 
coming up the ranks. I’ve 
met a lot of different people, 
part-time officers, full-time 
officers, there’s a lot of peo-
ple that have led me along 
the way to give me those 
right ways of how to do the 
job and understanding of 
care and passion. So, I thank 
all those who helped me in 
my career and allowed me 
to excel at different points 
of my career,” Trombly said. 
“My officers here, the team 
has been a very good team, 
they’ve been very helpful, 
we’ve moved Hampden to a 
better place and it’s all about 
teamwork. So, I say thank 
you to that team that’s al-
lowed us to move forward.”

ferred means of communica-
tion.

Is there a cost to register 
for CodeRED?

No, registering for Co-
deRED phone calls, text 
messages, and email is free. 
Simply sign up on our enroll-
ment website and select your 
preferred means of communi-
cation.

How will I know when 
CodeRED is calling?
A CodeRED message will 

have the caller ID # 2 0 6- 5 3 
6 - 3 6 9 5 . We suggest that 
you program these numbers 
into your cell phone as a “new 
contact” and use “CodeRED” 
as the contact name. If you 
need to replay the message re-
ceived, you can dial this num-
ber and listen to the message 
again in its entirety.
Why is CodeRED import-

ant to me?
CodeRED helps keep you 

informed and prepared for 
any emergencies that may oc-
cur in our area. Officials will 
send messages to alert you of 
emergency details, instruc-
tions or precautions that you 
need in order to make well-in-
formed decisions and remain 
safe. This system is precise 
enough to geotarget residents 
within an exact area of im-
pact, so that only those people 
who are affected by an emer-
gency situation are notified.

How do I sign up?
Visit our website and cre-

ate your profile to enter the 
required information online 
(address, name, phone num-
ber(s) and email). This is the 
quickest way to sign up be-
cause the information you 
supply is immediately reg-
istered in the system. If you 
do not have internet at home, 
please consider visiting a li-
brary or asking a friend or 
family member for assistance.

Does CodeRED already 
have my telephone number? 

No resident should as-
sume that their information is 
in the system. Please visit our 
website and look for the link 
for the CodeRED Enrollment 
page to register online. 

Can I register more than 
one phone number or email 
for my address? 

Yes, you can register more 
than one phone number and/
or email address for your lo-
cation when you register for 
CodeRED. Please note that it 
is highly recommended you 
register at least one phone 
number and one email ad-
dress to ensure that you will 

receive CodeRED alerts in 
the event of a power outage 
or an incident that may oc-
cur late at night when you are 
generally asleep. 

What do I do if I receive 
a CodeRED alert? 

If you receive a CodeRED 
phone call, listen carefully to 
the entire message. You can 
repeat the message by press-
ing 0. Do not call 911 for 
further information unless di-
rected to do so, or you need 
immediate aid from the po-
lice or fire department. If you 
receive a CodeRED email or 
text message, please be sure 
to read the entire message 
carefully and follow all in-
structions. 

What if I miss a Co-
deRED phone call? 

The CodeRED system will 
leave a message on your an-
swering machine or voicemail 
if you miss the phone call. If 
you do not have an answering 
machine, the system will con-
sider the call as “incomplete” 
and will attempt to call again 
after several minutes have 
passed. If your phone line is 
busy, CodeRED will try two 
more times to connect. At any 
point, you may re dial the 800 
number on your caller ID to 
hear a replay of the message 
sent.

Do I ever need to renew 
my registration? 

Renewals are not neces-
sary as long as your contact 
information has not changed. 
If you move, however, you 
must update your informa-
tion to ensure you will con-
tinue receiving these valuable 
alerts.

Is there a mobile app?
CodeRED offers a mobile 

app for Apple and Android 
devices. All residents and 
business owners are encour-
aged to download the free app 
to receive alerts based on the 
geo-location of your phone. 
As you travel throughout oth-
er CodeRED communities, 
you can receive important 
alerts that include community, 
emergency and severe weath-
er information. To download 
the CodeRED app, visit the 
App Store or Google Play.

To sign up for CodeRED 
visit the Community Notifi-
cation Enrollment website: 
accountportal.onsolve.net/
wilbrahamma.

Please direct additional 
questions to: mandrews@
wilbraham-ma.gov or (413) 
596-3122.

 

CODE RED from page 3CHIEF from page 1
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DL&G
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Removal  

■ 
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Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
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■ 
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■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212
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Letters to the editor should be 
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter writers to 
include his or her town of residence 
and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal 
attacks, defamation of character and 
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by 
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor, 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly correct 

factual errors that appear in this paper 
and can be substantiated. Corrections 
or clarifications will always appear on 
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail 
or mailed communication to the editor 
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 
is published every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc. One year out of town 
subscriptions are available at $45, out 
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission 
of news material, letters to the editor 
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Editorial 
Policy

VIEWPOINTS

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Wilbraham-Hampden 

Times welcomes readers to 
participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to 
the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent 
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed 
to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
krivers@turley.com. Please include 
a daytime telephone number for 
verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered 
for that Thursday’s newspaper. 
No attack letters will be printed. 
No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy 
will be printed. If the volume of 
letters received is larger than the 
space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, 
the newspaper reserves the right 
to print a representative sample. 
No endorsement letters will be 
printed in the last edition before the 
election. 

For more information, call the 
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election 

coverage, the newspaper plans to 
print stories about contested races 
for Congress, state Senate, state 
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well 
as a question-and-answer voters 
guide. In order to ensure fairness 
to all candidates, no political press 
releases will be printed, nor will 
reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to 
further publicize their candidacy, 
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid 
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden 
Times.

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

The Wilbraham-Hampden

TIMES

EDITOR
Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Jocelyn Walker
jwalker@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times is 
published every Thursday by Turley 

Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., 
Palmer, Mass. 01069. Telephone (413) 

283-8393, Fax  (413) 289-1977.

@ Wilbraham-Hampden Times

WEB
www.wilbrahamhampdentimes.

turley.com

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President

TEAM

Dear Rusty: 
When will the funds 

stolen from the SS Fund be 
replaced? 

They used Social Secu-
rity when the government 
ran out of money and used 
it for illegals. I think the 
funds should be replaced 
except for legitimate pay-
ments to Social Security 
recipients. This money 
was never meant to be used 
by the federal government 
to pay their bills. 

Signed: Concerned 
Senior 

 
Dear Concerned Senior: 

I must tell you that no 
funds have ever been “sto-
len” from the Social Se-
curity Administration de-
spite the persistent myth. 
All money received by SS 
from payroll taxes, interest 
on investments and income 
tax on SS benefits is – and 
always has been - immedi-
ately converted to special 
issue government bonds 
(investments), which are 
held in the Social Security 
Trust Funds and which pay 
interest at the current fed-
eral bond rate. 

Those bond invest-
ments held in reserve have 
been and are used only to 
pay benefits to those who 
have earned them by con-
tributing to Social Securi-
ty via payroll taxes for at 
least 10 years (40 quar-
ters). Only U.S. citizens 
and legal residents can get 
Social Security benefits. Il-
legal aliens cannot receive 
Social Security benefits.   

For information, repay-
ment of the special issue 
bonds held in SS reserves 
occurs every day, because 
incoming revenue has 
been insufficient to pay 
all Social Security bene-
fit costs for several years 
now, which means that the 
bonds must be redeemed 
regularly so that full bene-

fits can be paid to all SS re-
cipients, who have earned 
them. There were about 
$2.8 trillion in SS reserves 
as of the end of 2023, but 
that balance is steadily 
decreasing due to being 
redeemed to pay full ben-
efits. As of the last report 
by the Trustees of Social 
Security, the reserves will 
be depleted in about 2033, 
unless Congress passes re-
form legislation to restore 
SS to full solvency.   

FYI, the Association of 
Mature American Citizens 
is working hard to pre-
vent depletion of the Trust 
Fund, suggesting to Con-
gress a way to reform the 
program so future genera-
tions can fully benefit from 
it, with AMAC’s Social 
Security Guarantee pro-
posal. AMAC is constantly 
working to prevent deple-
tion of the SS Trust Funds, 
which would result in an 
across the board cut in ev-
eryone’s benefit by about 
23%. AMAC works every 
day in Washington D.C. to 
ensure Social Security is 
here for many generations. 

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other 
governmental entity. This 
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and 
does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Secu-
rity advisor for AMAC.  

I was pleased to 
come home from 
vacation and see the 
changes in my work 
gardens over 10 days 
time. It was astound-
ing to witness the 
growth that many of 
the plants put on!  

One other thing I 
enjoyed seeing was 
a few “volunteers” 
that had popped up 
here and there. Celosia, por-
tulaca and my favorite, the 
cleome, had germinated in 
bare spots in the garden.  

While most of these plants 
did not fit in to the current 
year’s design and had to be 
removed, the cleome, better 
known as “spider flower,” 
popped up exactly where I 
would have wanted it. In a 
month or so I will have dome 
gorgeous flowers in the cen-
ter of a bed, providing height 
right where I need it.

Spider flower goes by the 
scientific name Cleome has-
slerana. Older cultivars such 
as “Helen Campbell” and 
the “Queen” series top off at 
an airy four or five feet tall, 
while the newer “Sparkler” 
hybrids are a bit shorter and 
bushier. Besides white, spider 
flower comes in pink, cherry 
and lavender.  

It was given such a unique 
name because of the flower’s 
long, slender stamens that re-
mind one of spider legs pro-
truding from the plant. The 
stamens hold the eventual 
seed pods a distance away 
giving them even more “pop-
ping power” once ripe.  

As a child, I was drawn 
to the seed pods of this pe-
culiar plant – if you waited 
until they were “just right” 
and gave them a squeeze, the 
seeds would fly everywhere. 
What fun!  

This attribute gives the 
plant tremendous “staying 
power” in the garden- in other 
words it pops up everywhere 
the following season! This 
can be a very good thing if 
you enjoy having the cleome 
around as much as I do.  

Because cleomes are 
flower producing powerhous-
es they sometimes become 
exhausted by midsummer; 
their lower leaves yellow and 
flowers start to fade.  I always 
thought that if they were dead 
headed like other, more com-
mon annuals were, maybe 
they would last longer into 
the season.  

So, as an experiment I 
clipped the seed-pods close to 
the plant as soon as they be-
gan to form.  Unfortunately, 
the overall form of the plant 
was altered- not for the better- 
and with little reward for my 
work.  Then I began to search 
out what exactly cleomes 
need in order to thrive- per-

haps if I met those 
requirements I’d have 
better luck.  

I had always 
known that cleomes 
prefer full sun and 
well-drained soil.  
What I didn’t know 
was that they also like 
fertile soil and space 
away from one an-
other. Regular doses 
of liquid feed are a 

must!  
In the north, the cleome’s 

habit of self-sowing doesn’t 
become annoying, but in 
warmer areas it can become 
weedy. Clipping the seed-
pods as mentioned above 
would “nip this problem in 
the bud.” Seedlings that de-
velop from volunteers will 
likely be a blend color-wise of 
the plants you grew last year 
because they are cross-polli-
nated by insects.  

I will have to wait and 
see what color my self-sown 
cleome seedlings end up be-
ing, but lucky for me the rest 
of the flowers in the garden 
bed are in pink and lavender 
shades and will blend perfect-
ly the volunteers.  

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
ject line.  

When will funds stolen 
from Social Security 
be replaced?

A self-sown surprise

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Last week on a trip to 
Rhode Island with my broth-
er and cousin, we saw two 
osprey when we stopped by 
Point Judith Lighthouse. 

We watched them as they 
flew over the ocean and hov-
ered as they looked for fish. 
One got ready to dive as it 
tucked in its wings, but then 
stopped and flew to another 
spot to hover. 

The osprey, also known 
as the fish hawk, eats a diet 
of live fish, has the ability to 
hover and dives into the water 
to catch them. They are often 
seen soaring over shorelines. 

Ospreys are brown birds 
with a white head and a 
brown stripe through its eye. 
Underparts are grayish. They 
are over 24 inches long and 
have a wingspan of 71 inch-
es. They are the only raptor 
whose outer toe is reversible, 
allowing it to grasp its prey 
with two toes in front and two 
behind. 

Ospreys are very success-
ful in catching fish. Accord-
ing to a study at least one out 
of every four dives results in 
catching fish. The average 
time ospreys spend hunting 
before making a catch was 
about 12 minutes. 

Ospreys often build large 
stick nests on manmade struc-
tures such as telephone poles, 
channel markers, and nest 
platforms designed for their 
use. Their eggs do not hatch 
all at once with the first chick 
emerging about five days be-
fore the last one. The oldest 
chick dominates the younger 
ones. When food is scarce, the 
younger chicks may starve to 
death.

A Brimfield resident, who 
likes to visit inland ponds, of-
ten watches osprey nesting. 
Ospreys migrate and this resi-
dent reports their return in the 
spring. An osprey, equipped 
with a tracking device, flew 
2,700 miles from Martha’s 

Vineyard, Massachusetts to 
French Guiana South Ameri-
ca during 13 days in 2008.

Other seashore birds
In addition, to the osprey 

we saw cormorants, seagulls, 
bank swallows, grackles and 
even a redwing blackbird 
whose epaulets were bright 
red. There were new benches 
installed along the cliff bank. 
When we stopped there last 
year, the benches were in 
poor condition.

Birds in Sutton
My brother lives in Sutton. 

He sets out grape jelly and 
a hummingbird feeder. The 
Baltimore orioles, catbirds, 
red bellied woodpeckers and 
even house finches come for 
the jelly. The ruby throated 
hummingbirds come for the 
sugar water. 

Mass Audubon Society 

sightings
The Massachusetts Audu-

bon Society reports several 
unusual bird sightings. They 
included swallow-tailed kites 
in Mashpee, a Mississippi 
kite in Harwich, a Franklin’s 
gull and two royal terns in 
Provincetown, a continuing 
prothonotary warbler in Con-
cord, a Wilson’s phalarope at 
Belle Marsh Reservation in 
Boston and a Brewster’s war-
bler in Amherst.

Berkshire County sighting 
were a worm-eating warbler 
on Mt. Washington Road in 
Egremont, a least bittern in 
the Post Farm Marsh in Le-
nox, an Acadian flycatcher 
at the Jug End Reservation in 
Egremont and six red cross-
bills at the summit of Mt. 
Greylock in Adams.

In Franklin County, there 

were four sandhill cranes on 
Plainfield Road in Ashfield 
and two hooded warblers on 
Falls Road in Sunderland.

Hampshire County high-
lights were a Brewster’s war-
bler on the Narwottuck Rail 
Trail in Amherst and a least 
bittern near Station Road on 
the Narwottuck Rail Trail 
also in Amherst, three purple 
martins and four blue gros-
beaks in the Honey Pot on 
Moody Bridge Road in Had-
ley and a common goldeneye 
on the Quabbin Reservoir off 
the Windsor Dam in Belcher-
town.

Hampden County nota-
bles were two upland sand-
pipers on the Perimeter Road 
in Ludlow and two blue 
grosbeaks at the Southwick 
Wildlife Management Area in 
Southwick. Worcester Coun-
ty had an Acadian flycatcher 
near the Uxbridge Rice City 
Pond in Uxbridge and five 
evening grosbeaks at a private 
residence in Royalston.

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com 
or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, P.O. 
Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Osprey
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COMMUNITY
BULLETIN BOARD

Readers are encouraged to send in 
medium to high resolution photos 

for this page by e-mail to 
krivers@turley.com or

mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 

WILBRAHAMWILBRAHAM
HAMPDENHAMPDEN

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

We will pick one each week to run 
here free of charge, please keep it to 

less than 50 words.
Please send to krivers@turley.com

Rotary Club wishes Mary Cassidy 
‘Happy Retirement’…

WFD performs rescue drills 
with lifeguards

Photos and caption courtesy of Wilbraham Fire Department

On June 24, the Wilbraham Fire Department teamed up with 
Wilbraham Parks & Recreation Department Lifeguards for 
essential rescue drills on the Spec Pond grounds! As we 
prepare for a busy summer ahead, training together ensures 
our team is ready to keep everyone safe.

Ofc. Jason Roath sworn in 
as sergeant for HPD

Photo and caption courtesy of Hampden Police Department

Jason Roath (pictured second from left) was sworn in as 
Sergeant during the July 7 Selectboard meeting. Sergeant 
Roath joined the department in 2005 and has been a 
full-time officer for 17 years, most recently serving as our 
detective.

Submitted photo Richard Scott

In this July 3 submission, the fire department responded 
to a motor vehicle rollover accident on Chapel Street in 
Wilbraham. 

WFD responds to Chapel 
Street accident

MICHAEL SALEMI

Congratulations
Commissioner!!!

See you at the Park! 
Your very proud Hampden neighborhood 

friends on Pondview Dr. + Maple Grove Rd. 
Thanks for stepping up!

2133 Boston Road
 Wilbraham 

413.271.1208 
Reservations 

Recommended
Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm
Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm

 Sun. 12-8pm

ASK ABOUT HAVING YOUR SPECIAL EVENT WITH US!

  Join us for wonderful Italian Cuisine 
and enjoy Live Music too!

 Via Appia Via Appia
 R I S T O R A N T E

ON OUR 
DECK!
Enjoy the 

Scenic View of 
Boston Road!

Dine Out

Friday 
July 18
CHARLIE

BONGIOVI

Saturday
June 19

LIVIO

Friday 
July 25

ATOA 
RIPLEY

Saturday
July 26
FREDDIE 
MARION

Friday 
August 1

DAVE 
BRINNEL

Saturday
August 2

PETER
NEWLAND

Friday 
August 8

ATOA
RIPLEY

Saturday
August 9

LUTHER

Friday 
August 15

DAN
REED

Saturday
August 16

ATOA 
RIPLEY
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TREE WORK HOME IMPROVEMENT

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

RELIABLERELIABLE
DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

LANDSCAPING

STORAGE FACILITY SEPTIC SYSTEMS

566-2916
Evening & Weekend Appointments Available!
Billy Bond - The Area’s #1 “Go To” Septic Guy!

Fully Insured • Family Owned

Hampden Septic
Pumping • Installation • Title 5 Inspections • Perc Tests

LUMBER & FEED

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

Magnet P.I.
Junk Removal & Dumpster Service!

Get Rid of ALL your junk at a reasonable price.
Even the Tough Stuff!

Boilers, hot Water Tanks, Oil Tanks, T.V.’s, Monitors, 
Mattresses, Pools, Hot Tubs, Tires...We take it all!
Call Doug at 413-455-4397

For Your Interior And Exterior Living Spaces!
84 Hubbard St., Ludlow • 413-583-3472

Mon- Fri 7:30am -5:00pm; 
Sat 7:30am – noon; closed Sunday

CABINETRY
DOORS  •  WINDOWS  

DECKING
ROOFING

AND MORE  ...

Verdon’s
Seamless Aluminum Gutters

Over 40 Years 
Experience 

Family Owned & 
Operated

65 Main Street, Wilbraham • (413) 596-9611
Mon.-Fri. 7am to 5pm - Please No Sundays - Lic.#105559

www.verdonsgutters.com • verdonsgutters@charter.net
Fully Insured & Free Estimates

CUSTOM MADE & INSTALLED CONTINUOUS SEAMLESS ALUMINUM GUTTERS & DOWNSPOUTS

JUNK REMOVAL

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

■  Tree Removal   
■  Structural Pruning
■  Crane Service
■  Storm Damage 
■  Stump Grinding

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation 413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE ON

Local
HOME PROs
Email Jocelyn Walker at

jwalker@turley.com

LudlowLudlow Self Storage Self Storage
Compare Our Prices & Save!

Local Family Owned & Managed

291 Moody Street, Ludlow 
call/text: 413-800-6022 • ludlowselfstorage.com

Brand New Building!
Safe & Secure with 24/7 Access, 
Security Cameras & Coded Entry

Largest Selection of Sizes Available

Keith Isham Landscaping, LLC

• Property Maintenance
• Organic Tick & Mosquito Control
• Loam and Seed
• Fertilizer & Pest Management
• Mulch, Stone, Loam Applications
• Spring & Fall Cleanups
• Power Seeding
• PH Remedy

• Walls, Walkways, Patios, Edging
• Landscape Design and Installation
• Walking Trails Installed & Maintained
• Excavation - Drainage - Drywells
• Field & Brush Hogging

For a FREE Estimate CALL: 413-531-1216
www.keithishamlandscapingLLC.com

Walker Home Improvement
Repairs & Renovations

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Finish Carpentry • Framing

• Windows & Door Replacement
• Drywall • Painting • Decks

413.687.5552
Competitive Pricing • Licensed • Insured

lot of those people--millions 
of people--are living in the 
early stages of memory loss 
and dementia, and so those 
are people who are living in 
our communities in the early 
stages and middle stages of 
dementia who are our neigh-
bors, who are at the grocery 
store with us, who are at other 
community events and clubs, 
etc,” Lemay said.

Lemay noted “we are 
making strides with this dis-
ease” and “research has come 
a long way,” leading to two 
treatment options coming out 
in the last few years “that treat 
some of the symptoms of Alz-
heimer’s and dementia and, 
actually, modify the genes in 
the brain which we have not 
had before.”

A blood test for detecting 
Amyloid plaque, she added, 
was also approved by the 
FDA in May.

“Until we have some kind 
of cure, we still need to sup-
port people, educate people, 
support caregivers and care 
partners in the community,” 
Lemay said.

Noting 11.6% of people 
over 65 in Wilbraham live 

with Alzheimer’s or related 
dementia along with their 
caregivers, Wood expressed 
confidence in the town to 
tackle the stigma, provide 
education and be a friend and 
ally.

“It’s just a real testament 
to your community’s com-
mitment to aging, aging in 
place and being in commu-
nity,” Wood said. “COAs all 
over the state are doing this 
work whether or not they’re 
dementia-friendly, but please 
know that you are among 141 
communities that are con-
sidered dementia-friendly in 
Massachusetts. Have gone 
through the process of seek-
ing the designation, signing 
the pledge, putting together 
an action plan and then con-
tinuing the work and that’s 
the hard part, but that’s also 
the joy is to stay committed, 
keep your eye on this, know 
that they’ll be ebbs and flows, 
but find ways to pitch in.”

Wood then presented the 
certificate to Krupka and the 
committee members.

Lemay stressed the im-
portance of awareness and 
education while offering sup-
port, also noting that there 

are some younger onsets of 
dementia affecting people in 
their 50s.

She was amazed by the 
community effort.

“We want as many people 
as possible to understand this 
disease, to be involved in this 
initiative, and part of it is also 
educating people about brain 
health too and that includes 
younger people too and mak-
ing sure that people under-
stand that whether you have 
dementia or not, we can all do 
things to increase our brain 
health “ Lemay said. “That 
means (it) could lead to some-
one living healthier or longer 
with dementia or potentially 
preventing or lowering your 
risk of dementia.”

Krupka encouraged the 
community to continue get-
ting involved.

“It’s wonderful. I was re-
ally proud of this turnout and 
with the Dementia Friends, 
we are Dementia Friend 
Champions--Barbara Har-
rington and myself--so we 
can actually come out to local 
businesses and provide that 
Dementia Friends training. 
To local restaurants, grocery 
stores, shops, anywhere so 

people can actually educate 
and train their staff on un-
derstanding it,” Krupka said. 
“So, it’s all good, positive 
stuff.”

Anyone who wants to be-
come a Dementia Friend can 
email Krupka at katiek@as-
sistedlivinglocators.com or 
Harrington at bharrington@
wilbraham-ma.gov.

Harrington said the work 

is not done and there is more 
to come.

“It’s a great accomplish-
ment,” Harrington said. 
“They do it for the residents. I 
worked with a great group of 
women who have their own 
special gifts and heart--very 
compassionate people--and 
we just want them to know 
that we are here no matter 
where we are. Katie and Trac-
ey from Country Bank, every-
body’s out here to help any-
body that needs assistance.”

Harrington wants the 
community to know how 

significant this milestone is, 
stressing the senior center 
will, also, continue to support 
anyone who needs help.

“We are here, we are 
here to support them and we 
are here to give any type of 
resources they want,” Har-
rington said. “Our doors are 
always open. The senior cen-
ter’s doors are always open 
for anyone with any type of 
dementia or Alzheimer’s or 
even head injury. We are here 
for them.”

DEMENTIA  from page 1

Select Board Clerk Sue 
Bunnell, Jennifer Pickering, 
district director for State Sen. 
Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow), 
and Select Board Vice Chair 
Marc Ducey were among 
the officials celebrating the 
milestone.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Hayley Wood, economic security and outreach manager for the 
Massachusetts Councils on Aging, was one of the speakers 
during the announcement.
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Wilbraham grabs shutout over Belchertown

WILBRAHAM – Last 
Wednesday evening, Wilbra-
ham defeated Belchertown 
1-0 as the Falcons picked up 
their sixth win of the season. 
Pioneer Valley Summer Soc-
cer League action resumed 
last week. Wilbraham re-
mained undefeated this sum-
mer with six wins and two 
draws heading into the final 
two weeks of regular sea-
son action. The Falcons hold 
second place with 20 points. 
Longmeadow holds first 
place, currently. Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Lauren Hoar advances up the field.

Taylor Bartosz sends a pass 
away.

Maya Usher clears the ball.

Avery Knox kicks off.

McKenna Sacco sends a pass 
left.

Saints keep first place in Tri-County

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—The task 
wasn’t a very difficult one for 
the Western Mass. Pioneers 
entering the regular season 
finale against rival Vermont 
Green FC.

The Pioneers needed 
a victory to clinch the top 
spot in the USL League Two 
Northeast Division table for 
the first time since 2021. 

The home team held a 2-0 
lead in the 90th minute before 
referee Stephanie MacFar-
land decided to add 10 min-
utes of stoppage time. That’s 
when everything fell apart for 
the Pioneers like a house of 
cards.

The Green managed to 
score two goals during extra 
time and last Friday night’s 
match, which was played in 
front of the largest crowd of 
the regular season at historic 
Lusitano Stadium, ended in a 
2-2 draw.

“I’ve never been involved 
in a soccer game before where 
the referee added ten minutes 
of stoppage time,” said Pi-
oneers captain Aidan Kelly. 
“We just crumpled under the 
pressure, but it’s something 
that we’re going to learn 
from. It’s very disappointing, 

but we’re looking forward to 
the playoffs now.”  

Longtime Pioneers head 
coach Federico Molinari was 
upset with how the home 
match ended.

“I have no words to de-
scribe tonight’s game,” Mo-
linari said. “We played very 
well until extra time. There 
isn’t anything we can do 
about it now.” 

The scoreboard clock 
was stopped when the match 
reached the 90th minute. 
MacFarland kept the rest of 
the time.  Soccer is the only 
sport that uses a clock where 
the players and fans have no 
idea when the match is going 
to end.

While it was a heartbreak-
ing way to end the regular 
season, the Pioneers (10-1-3), 
who lost, 2-0, to the Green on 
June 17, were scheduled to 
host the Long Island Rough 
Riders in an Eastern Confer-
ence play-in match on Tues-
day night.

“We’ve qualified for the 
playoffs again,” Molinari 
said. “We just have to prepare 
for Tuesday’s playoff match 
now.”

The Pioneers qualified for 
the playoffs for the sixth time 
since 2019. They’ve also fin-
ished in second place in the 

Northeast Conference stand-
ings in each of the past four 
seasons.

Vermont (12-0-2) cap-
tured the League title for the 
first time since joining USL 
League Two in 2022.

When the Green made 
their annual visit to Lusita-
no Stadium a year ago, they 
clinched a playoff berth with 
a 3-1 victory over the Pio-
neers. The first meeting of the 
2024 regular season ended in 
a scoreless draw.

The overall series record 
between the two squads is 
now tied 3-3-2.

The Pioneers posted a pair 
of 1-0 victories against Ver-
mont during the 2023 regular 
season.

Since suffering the shut-
out loss at Vermont back in 
June, the Pioneers had gone 
5-0-0 and outscored their 
opponents,18-1 during that 
span.

The start of last Friday’s 
contest was delayed about 
30 minutes due to a thunder-
storm.

The Pioneers starting 
goalie was Trey Sheppard, 
who started a home match for 
the first time this season. 

“We decided to go with 
him (Sheppard) tonight,” Mo-
linari said. “He’s been train-

ing with us the whole season 
and he deserved a chance to 
play.”

Sheppard, who’ll be a 
sophomore on the Amherst 
College men’s soccer team in 
the fall, started his first match 
of the season for the Pioneers 
on the road against New En-
gland FC, which was a 3-1 
victory on July 7.

During the third minute, 
Sheppard made an outstand-
ing save on a shot taken by 
Arnaud Tattevin resulting in a 
corner kick.

The Western Mass. squad 
took a 1-0 lead following a 
free kick goal during the 41st 
minute.

Gustavo Barbosa booted 
the ball into the box with his 
left foot from the right side-
line near the Pioneers bench. 
Juan Hermoso, who’s a de-
fender, headed the ball into 
the right corner of the net past 
Vermont goalie Niklas Her-
ceg. It was Hermoso’s third 
goal of the season.

“It was very important for 
us to score the first goal of the 
match,” Hermoso said. “I saw 
the ball heading towards me, 
and I was able to head it into 
the net. It was a great feeling.” 

A year ago, Hermoso was 

Extra time goals hurt Pioneers in draw

PALMER – Following 
the Fourth of July, Tri-Coun-
ty Baseball League action 
resumed with a full week of 
action. Teddy Bear Pools and 
St. Joseph’s were among the 
several games that took place. 
Both teams had a few games 
during the week. With a cou-
ple of weeks remaining in 
the season. St. Joseph’s holds 
first place with 20 points and 
a 10-6 record. PeoplesBank is 
second with 16 points and an 
8-2 record and several games 
to make up. BankESB is third 
with 11 points, and Teddy 
Bear Pools holds fourth with 
nine points and a 4-7-1 re-
cord.

Jose Suarez Monaco tries to make a stop.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Jaiden Williems gets the quick touch.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Brandon Magni fields a grounder to third.
Colby Harrington delivers a 
pitch for St. Joe’s.Devin Slattery, of Ware, makes the stop.

Please see PIONEERS, page 10
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ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

The Northern Lights of Finland - January 2026 
Tropical Costa Rica - March 2026
Canyon Country - May 2026
Discover Switzerland, Austria, & Bavaria - June 2026
Alaska Discovery Land & Cruise – September 2026
Spotlight on the French Riviera - September 2026
Italy: Amalfi Coast to Puglia - September 2026
Namibia & South Africa: Epic Landscapes and Wildlife - October 2026
Celebrating America’s 250th Anniversary – October 2026

2026  COLLETTE TOURS

Collette Slide 
Presentation  
August 5, 2025
Hitchcock Tavern
 West Brookfield

6:30 pm

• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957

a senior on the University 
of Charleston men’s soccer 
team, which lost to Lynn Uni-
versity, 3-2, in the NCAA Di-
vision 2 finals. 

It was the first time that 
Vermont, who only needed a 
tie to finish in first place, had 
trailed in a match this season.

The Pioneers had a couple 
of other scoring chances early 
in the second half before Is-
rael Neto blasted a shot into 
the back of the net in the 64th 
minute. Barbosa was credited 
with his second assist. 

Twenty minutes later, 
Neto had another shot on 
goal, but Herceg was able to 
make the save.

The visitors cut the deficit 
in half following a goal from 
Zach Zengue.

A couple of minutes lat-
er, Owen O’Malley, who had 
entered the match in the 69th 
minute, lined a shot from the 
top of the box over Sheppard 
that landed in the right corner 
tying the match. 

Then the Vermont players 
raced across the field and cel-
ebrated with their many sup-
porters, who made the three 
hour trek to Ludlow from 
Burlington.

It wasn’t the way the Pi-
oneers players wanted the 
regular season to finish, but 
they had a clean slate enter-
ing Tuesday’s home playoff 
match.  

BELCHERTOWN – 
The Third  Annual Julia’s 
3v3 Soccer Jamboree is 
scheduled to be held at 
the State Street Fields in 
Belchertown  on Aug. 16. 
The annual event is held 
in memory of 13-year-old 
Julia Haynes who passed 
away in March of 2023 fol-
lowing a battle with  brain 
cancer. All of the funds 
the Jamboree raises bene-
fit the  Julia Haynes Schol-
arship Fund, which is a 
501(c)(3) founded by four 
of Julia’s classmates.

The first two events host-
ed more than 60 teams, each 
year,  in grades 3 through 
high  school  for the  all-day 
event bracket  which also 
featured food trucks, raffle 

and dunk tank.
Registration is open un-

til July 20 and  is $100 per 
team for up to four play-
ers and includes an event 
t shirt. There is also a new 
bracket for class of 2022 - 
2025 participants. There 
will again be food trucks, a 
DJ and some fun activities 
for attendees including a 
raffle. Those interested in 
registering a team, becom-
ing a volunteer,  sponsor or 
donating to the raffle  can 
get more details on the @ju-
lias3v3jamboree Instagram 
or Julia’s 3v3 Soccer Jam-
boree  Facebook pages or 
through Runsignup: https://
runsignup.com/Race/MA/
Belchertown/Julias3v3Soc-
cerJamboree 

Registration open for 
3v3 soccer jamboreeSPRINGFIELD – The 

Springfield Thunderbirds are 
proud to announce the re-
turn of the T-Birds Commu-
nity Caravan, with support 
from  MassMutual, marking 
the third annual summer tour 
designed to bring the excite-
ment of Thunderbirds hockey 
to communities across the re-
gion.

This year’s Caravan will 
include three stops through-
out the Greater Springfield 
area during the summer 
months, continuing the ini-
tiative’s mission to keep the 
T-Birds top-of-mind in the 
offseason while deepening 
the team’s connection to local 
families and fans. This sum-
mer’s Caravan dates are as 
follows:

Saturday, July 19 - Son-
ny’s Place, Somers, CT - 10 
a.m. to 12 p.m.

Saturday, August 9 - Ame-

lia Park Ice Arena, Westfield 
- 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. *

*The Westfield Commu-
nity Caravan will also fea-
ture the annual T-Birds Street 
Hockey Tournament on the 
outdoor deck hockey court 
at Amelia Park. The Street 
Hockey Tournament features 
teams of players ages 9-12. 
To register your team, click 
here. 

“After a fantastic contin-
uation of the program last 
summer, we’re thrilled to 
bring back the Caravan and 
keep building on its success,” 
said Thunderbirds President 
Nathan Costa. “We’re equal-
ly excited to welcome back 
MassMutual as a partner and 
thank them for embracing our 
mission of being champions 
in the community beyond the 
Thunderdome.”

Each free-to-attend event 
will feature appearances by 

Thunderbirds mascot Boom-
er, team staff, and a lively mix 
of interactive games, street 
hockey, family-friendly ac-
tivities, and local vendors. 
Fans can also enjoy deli-
cious food options, with each 
Caravan date spotlighting a 
local nonprofit beneficiary, 
helping to raise awareness 
and support for impactful 
community organizations. 
“We’re delighted to support 
the Springfield Thunderbirds 
not only on the ice but also 
throughout the local commu-
nity,” said  Dennis Duquette, 
head of community respon-
sibility at MassMutual and 
president of the MassMutual 
Foundation.  “Their caravan 
provides terrific activities for 
local kids and families, and 
we’re proud to be a part of it.” 
The Springfield edition of 
the Caravan will be collect-
ing donations benefiting The 

Gray House. Among the re-
quested items are baby food, 
diapers and wipes, school 
supplies, and non-perish-
able food items. The Thun-
derbirds will also be hosting 
food drives at the July and 
August Caravan stops. The 
July Caravan at Sonny’s Place 
will benefit the Enfield Food 
Shelf in Connecticut, while 
the August Caravan in West-
field will collect items for 
the Westfield Food Pantry. 
Additional information for all 
Community Caravans will be 
released in the coming weeks 
via the Thunderbirds’ website 
and social media channels.

For more information on 
upcoming events, including 
the Community Caravan, stay 
tuned to the T-Birds on social 
media @ThunderbirdsAHL, 
or visit the Community Tab 
on www.SpringfieldThunder-
birds.com.

T-Birds bringing back Community Caravan

Goalie Rees Sheppard punts the ball away.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Robert Lyons eyes an opponent up the field.

PIONEERS from page 9

Mason Barcomb slings a throw to first.

Jake Delaney picks the ball out of the dirt.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Breddan Fournier cuts across the diamond and gets the out.
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THE DOCTORS ARE IN...
NOW NOW 

ACCEPTING ACCEPTING 
NEW PATIENTS!NEW PATIENTS!

Call our office 
to learn more 

about our practice

2207 Boston Road, Wilbraham  • 35 Turkey Hill Road, Suite 205, Belchertown
(413) 599-1201 • Fax: (413) 596-2940 • www.pamcares.com

Gary J. Nielan, M.D.
Thirza C. Lareau, M.D.
Amy C. Kasper, M.D.
Kimberly A. Dewey, M.D.
Kimberly J. Martins, M.D.
Priya S. Malik, M.D.
Julia Komatsu, M.D.

Melissa Maciborski, M.D.
Shatabdi Pinky, M.D.
Rachel McKenna, N.P.
Solmaz Masoudi, P.A.
Nicole Santos, LMHC
Rachel Kluk, MHC

2 Convenient 
Locations! Most Insurances Accepted

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Resorts
  5. One point south of 

southwest
  9. Musical 

performances
 11. Matched
 13. Four-footed 

animal part
 15. Express severe 

disapproval of
 16. Type of leaf
 17. Preparatory
 19. Walk heavily
 21. Succulent plants
 22. Rectangle of 

grass
 23. Lump in yarn
 25. Too
 26. Foot (Latin)
 27. Afflicts
 29. Smoothed
 31. Mind (Greek)

 33. Tampa ballclub
 34. Semitic language
 36. Sheltered sides
 38. Ocean
 39. Electronic point 

of sale
 41. Thrust a knife into
 43. 12th month 

(abbr.)
 44. Ringworm
 46. Father of Aoris 

(Greek myth.)
 48. Fighting back
 52. Cease to exist
 53. Insects in adult 

stage
 54. Freestanding 

sculpture
 56. Caps
 57. Repents
 58. Brown and 

Wallace are two
 59. Moved quickly

CLUES DOWN
  1. Goes bad
  2. Yard structure
  3. They __
  4. Marine 

invertebrate
  5. European river
  6. Office supplies 

firm
  7. Physically abused
  8. Service stations in 

Australia
  9. Kills
 10. Liquid body 

substances
 11. Particular to a 

given individual
 12. Brave or noble 

act
 14. Sicilian city
 15. Conqueror
 18. Elected officials
 20. Type of «pig»

 24. Drop of viscous 
substance

 26. Monetary unit of 
Spain

 28. Guarantees
 30. Coloring materials
 32. Reddish browns
 34. Square measure
 35. Will not
 37. Canned fish
 38. Appeared
 40. Six (Spanish)
 42. Took off
 43. Negligible amount
 45. Posts in a Greek 

temple
 47. Witnesses
 49. Phil __, former 

CIA
 50. Places to park
 51. Guns
 55. Dance to pop 

music

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

roles, and you know, deliv-
ering news that sometimes is 
not welcome; sometimes it 
is welcome, but I think she’s 
done it with great profession-
alism,” Breault said. 

Following Breault’s com-
ments, Clerk Sue Bunnell 
said that she recently met up 
with local student Lilliana Di-
Grande, who has spent more 
than a year educating the 
public about the hazards of 
using plastic bags. DiGrande 
recommends the use of paper 
bags instead. 

“I went to a local restau-
rant with Lilliana to talk 
about plastic bags, and ac-
tually it turns out that this 
particular location is already 
essentially using paper,” Bun-
nell said. “They do have what 
is marked as a sustainable or 
recyclable plastic bag that 
they use when they need to.” 

Bunnell added that the ob-
jective is to eliminate plastic 
bag use, not all plastics that 
are found in a restaurant set-
ting like containers. 

Bunnell and DiGrande 
also went to another nearby 
business, which is also using 
paper shopping bags. 

Bunnell is hopeful, how-
ever, that more local busi-
nesses respond to DiGrande 
and work with her. 

“Lilliana is going to be 
doing more door-knocking, 
and she had already sent out 
a survey to a number of busi-
nesses in town, none of which 
responded. So, she’s doing 
follow-up work, and I’ve en-
couraged her to show up and 
ask questions,” Bunnell said. 

Chair Michael Squindo 
also shared information re-
garding the library’s “Library 
of Things.” 

“I want to share with the 
public and particularly with 

my colleagues on the board, 
I had no idea until a random 
Facebook post that our library 
has a ‘Library of Things,’ 
which I thought was very 
fascinating. It has everything 
from an ice cream maker to a 
gym parachute. My personal 
favorite to go try is going to 
be the metal detector,” Squin-
do said. 

According to the library’s 
website, the “Library of 
Things” includes frisbee golf, 
a digital film scanner, a hap-
py light, a home energy kit, 
a metal detector, a Nintendo 
Switch Console, a Nintendo 
Switch Lite, pickleball sets, a 
sewing machine, a Speck air 
quality monitor, a telescope 
and a ukulele. 

More information can be 
found at wilbrahamlibrary.
org. 

to come together and enjoy 
a nice little picnic at the li-
brary with their teddy bear 
friends. 

Up next for the summer 
children’s programs at the 
library, there will be Trevor 
“The Games Man” on July 
16 at 11 a.m., a DIY Jigsaw 
Puzzle Art on July 17 at 1 
p.m., Story Yoga on July 23 
at 10 a.m., a Monster Pil-

low Workshop on July 26 
at 10 a.m., a Birds of Prey 
presentation on July 26 at 

11 a.m., Music and Move-
ment on July 30 at 11 a.m. 
and Judi the Hula Hoop Per-
former on July 31 from 1 to 
2:30 p.m.

To learn more about up-
coming programs, visit wil-
braham.libnet.info/events.

thrilled with the turnout.
“We love it. We love that 

animals are like a universal 
icebreaker. Everybody loves 
animals and when you pair 
that with reading and with a 
craft, it really gets the kids 
excited,” Gallagher said. 
“There’s a lot of programs 
where children can read to 
animals and it takes away that 
fear of being made fun of or 
picked on for maybe not be-
ing as articulate or reading 
as quickly as others. The an-
imals don’t judge and so they 
feel very safe with them and 
it’s very fun for them.”

In addition to reading, 
Gallagher added events like 
this also bring the farm right 
to the kids.

“I think it’s really import-
ant. We’re very fortunate to 
have a farm, but there’s a lot 
of children who don’t get to 
interact with animals on a dai-
ly basis, and so, this really is 
an opportunity for them to get 
up close and personal with an 
animal that they may not have 
an opportunity to do so, and 
then when you pair that with 
a book, it really can set the 
stage,” Gallagher said. “The 
second book we read talked 
about a little girl who wanted 
a pony and how just drawing 
the pony, thinking about the 
pony, made it real for her, and 

so having a pony here and 
pairing it with a book, it re-
ally can get their imagination 
going.”

Youth Services Librari-
an Kate Rumplik credits Di-
rector Ellen Moriarty for the 
partnership with Cloverbrook 
Farm and said the event “was 
a blast” for the kids.

“As always, the whole 
goal is just to get the kids to 
the library, give them some 
fun things to do over the sum-
mer, especially free,” Rump-
lik said. “It gets them in here. 
Usually, most of them leave 
with books also. I think most 
of those kids that were here 
today are doing our Summer 
Reading program, so they’re 
doing our Read and Bead for 
our younger kids where they 
read and earn beads for how-
ever much they read. That’s 
the whole goal is just to keep 
them entertained and reading 
over the summer.”

Rumplik noted this year’s 
summer reading has been fun 
and busy at the library, en-
joying planning the different 
activities for the kids and get-
ting them reading.

“We’re probably about 
halfway with our programs, 
but it’s just seeing the kids 
coming in and out. They’re 
always so much fun and ex-
cited about summer reading, 
getting their books,” Rumplik 

said.
Rumplik encouraged 

residents to visit the library 
website for more upcoming 
programs and email her at 
krumplik@cwmars.org to 
sign up.

“We have another story-
time with the chickens com-
ing up, we have a juggler, we 
have a Paint Sip Fun where 
they can come and paint. We 
have that for ages kindergar-
ten through 12th grade. That’s 
a big one with everybody,” 
Rumplik said. “So, lots of 
things going on for kids and 
teens they can check out on 
the website!”

After thanking the fam-
ilies for coming out for the 
event, Rumplik had this mes-
sage for Cloverbook Farm 
and Gallagher.

“We love Cloverbrook 
Farm. Super easy to work 
with, very nice people, great 
with their animals, they’re 
great with the kids. It’s a re-
ally nice partnership I think 
to get her name out a little 
bit and get our kids some an-
imals,” Rumplik said. “It’s a 
lot of fun.”

Gallagher praised the 
community for not only their 
support, but welcoming them 
and encouraged people to 
continue supporting their lo-
cal library and farms.

“There’s so many books 

on animals and that is just 
one way to get your child 
interested in that,” Gallagher 
said. “Visit your local farms. 
There’s so many local farms 
here in Hampden County that 
are family-owned and they 
take a lot of work and going 
and supporting those farms 
just means the world to the 
farmers that are running it.”

She had this message for 
the library.

“I think it’s great that the 
library’s willing to open their 
doors to animals. Sometimes 
you would think of the li-
brary as being stuffy or you 
can’t make noise or you can’t 
touch things,” Gallagher said. 
“They’re really supportive 
and they are open to do any-
thing that will get a child in-
terested in reading.”

MEETING from page 1

HPL from page 1

WPL from page 1

Shannon Gallagher, owner of 
Cloverbook Farm, reads “My 
Pony.”

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Families begin crowding around to begin the craft event 
during Pony Storytime.

Scout the pony spots a horn, 
becoming a unicorn.

Children meet Scout the pony 
during Pony Storytime at the 
Hampden Free Public Library 
on July 8. 

Turley photos by Noelle Hisgen

Children circle around Stepanek as she reads “The Teddy 
Bear’s Picnic.”

Children sit at tables and make their very own bear mask.
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

Wilbraham-Hampden Softball 

WILBRAHAM/HAMP-
DEN – Wilbraham-Hampden 
Softball is celebrating an-
other fun season of softball, 
also thanking the community, 
coaches, families, restaurants 
and local businesses for their 
support.

This year, the team also 
put together All Star teams for 
the very first time and had a 
10U and 12U team. The 10U 
team—meaning players ages 
10 and under—also made 
the Little League District 2 
Championship and secured 
the number two seed, compet-
ing in the championship game 
on July 2 against Southamp-
ton. 12U, meanwhile, means 
a team of players ages 12 and 
under.

It was a great—and hot 
season—for sure for the Fal-
cons girls!

This year’s sponsors were 
Gio’s, Pafumi’s on Main, 
Neighborhood Pizza and Pas-
ta House, Venice Pizza and 
Spartan Autocare Center. 

The team was, also, se-
lected to be part of the 2025 
Chevy Youth Baseball & 
Softball program through 
Balise Chevrolet GMC. 

Enjoy this photospread 
showcasing this year’s season 
and also the End of Season 
Party the players enjoyed on 
June 13. 

Wi lb raham-Hampden 
Softball thanks everyone for 
their continued support and 
looks forward to next season.

14U Falcons Softball players receive a special farewell at the closing ceremony Friday June 13. 

10U All Stars after a 12-9 
win over Longmeadow at 

McLaughlin Field.

Falcons Softball 10U All-Stars 
have a team huddle during 

a tense game at McLaughlin 
Field on Saturday June 21.

8U players after a game in May.

10U All Stars and Coaches after a 4-1 win in East Longmeadow on Friday June 27.

Falcons softball players dance at the closing ceremony and 
party at Spec Pond on Friday June 13.

Falcons Softball Players and Families march in the Hampden Memorial Day Parade on Monday 
May 26.

12U All Stars line up after a 7-5 win over Westfield at McLaughlin Field on Sunday June 29. 
Falcons softball players and 
friends celebrate during the 
closing ceremony and party. 
Friday June 13 at Spec Pond.

Submitted photos and captions Martha Queiroga

Rookies during team picture day.

celebrates fun season

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No. 

HD25P1407EA
Estate of: 

Sean Connor Shewchuk
Date of Death: 03/16/2025
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Nancy Jean 

Shewchuk of Wilbraham, MA. 
Nancy Jean Shewchuk of 

Wilbraham, MA
has been informally appointed 

as the Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without surety 
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 

from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
07/17/2025

PUBLIC NOTICES
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). 

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

SERVICES WANTED
GARDENER: Yard work and flower gar-
dens for three connecting properties. Fair-
view Chicopee area. Make my place look 
beautiful! Retirees welcome.

Call 413-885-4231

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, 
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 

35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior

Finish carpentry, framing, window & door 
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.  
Competitive pricing. Insured. 

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways

 For more services visit 
mattguertinlandscaping.com

Call or text 413-266-9975
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
 Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 

Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 
413-436-9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned, 

Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

TRUCKS
2007 FORD RANGER PICKUP. 4WD, 
120,800 miles, A/C, AM/FM/CD. Looks 
good, runs great. $6,500 or B.O. Call 
(413)437-4321.

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT 
is now accepting applications for a 

FULL-TIME police officer. 
Review of applications begins immediately. 

Visit www.hampdenpolice.com 
for more information. EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WARE: 3 bdrm., quiet dead end street. 
Refrig/stove/off-street parking. $1300/mo. 
First/last. (508) 723-2638.

WANTED TO RENT
IF YOU HAVE A STORAGE-GARAGE 
to rent in Holyoke, Chicopee or South Had-
ley please call Miguel at (413) 523-6362.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS
JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair

Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds

Pressure Washing
Water Proofing

Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
frenchyn@gmail.com

MASONRY

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393
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By Kylie Smith and
Savannah Pryor 

WILBRAHAM - “Imagine 
a place where, regardless of 
ability, you are met with accep-
tance and respect. Your unique 
talents are celebrated and you 
are empowered to chase your 
dreams. Hurtful stereotypes 
are challenged and barriers 
that keep you from doing what 
you love are shattered.” 

This is the motto of the 
Special Olympics. Fifty-eight 
students throughout HWRSD 
participated in the Special 
Olympics events in Monson 
on May 2. 

They were accompanied by 
12 Falcon Friends and 9 Wil-
braham Middle School Peers. 
The students at Soule Road 
School had been looking for-
ward to this since they heard 
about it. 

Their classroom teacher, 
Mrs. Foley, had especially 
been looking forward to the 
event day. 

We are all different in our 
own way. The Special Olym-
pics allows everyone to be 
accepted despite their differ-
ences. It reminds us to always 
respect others for who they 
are, and especially for their 

uniqueness. 
When we interviewed Mrs. 

Foley, we asked her: What is 
your favorite part of the spe-
cial Olympics? What does it 
mean to you? 

Mrs. Foley responded, 
“Seeing the joy, smiles, and 
pride that our amazing students 
get from attending this special 
event. Also, the support that 
they received from their peers 
was amazingly heart warming 
to watch.” 

When asked about who 
participated and which events 
the students were entered into, 
she replied, “There was 100% 
participation from our Soule 
Road, room 13 students. All 
ten students from our school 
participated, and were able to 
attend along with their fami-
lies. They participated in many 
events such as relay races, 
soccer, long jump, basketball, 
football, and even obstacle 
courses.” 

We then asked about how 
long she has been taking stu-
dents to the Special Olympics, 
Foley explained, “I have had 
the honor and privilege to at-
tend this special event for a 
number of years; each time has 
been more memorable than the 
last.”

When we asked her about 

a success story she answered, 
“The Special Olympics event 
itself is a success story! At this 
event, every student athlete 
had their chance to show off 
their skills.” 

The next question we 
asked Mrs. Foley was: What 
ways have you seen the Spe-
cial Olympics impact your stu-
dents’ confidence, social skills 
and academic performances? 
She responded, “The way the 
Soule Road community came 
together and cheered on the 
student athletes was incredi-
ble. This has increased their 
confidence, social interaction 
and academics. This entire ex-
perience has had such a posi-
tive impact on every student.” 

We also interviewed one 

of the students, an 11-year-old 
girl named Mia Vargas. She is 
a role model in their room. 

We first asked, “What is 
your favorite part?”

Vargas responded, “My 
favorite part of the Special 
Olympics was the Olympic 
Town. All of my friends got to 
participate together.” 

Next, we asked her how 
she felt about this event.

 “I felt excited about par-
ticipating with all my friends 
and getting to help them all,” 
Vargas said.

Lastly, we asked her what 
their biggest challenge was 
and Mia had said, “The ob-
stacle course was tricky, but 
we had middle school, high 
school, and parent helpers. We 

even had a real Olympian. She 
was a figure skater in the 2002 
Olympics at Salt Lake City. 
Her name is Tiffany Scott, 
now known as Tiffany Pryor. 
She awarded the medals to the 
Special Olympians at the end 
of the Special Olympics.” 

The Soule Road School 
community welcomed the 
Olympians back by lining the 
hallways and giving snaps as 
they paraded through the halls 
back to their classroom. Their 
smiles were like sunshine as 
they marched proudly. 

Overall, it was an incred-

ible experience for the entire 
HWRSD community. 

“The transformative power 
of sports to instill confidence, 
improve health and inspire a 
sense of competition is at the 
core of what Special Olym-
pics Massachusetts does. We 
offer the highest quality Olym-
pic-style training and compe-
tition for adults and children 
with intellectual disabilities 
and shift the focus from dis-
ability to ability. We see our 
athletes’ skill, applaud them 
for all they can do, and push 
them to reach new heights.” 
-Specialolympicsma.org.

2025 FOUNTAIN PARK
CONCERT SERIES

TOM 
INGRAM 
BAND

July 17th
6:30 pm

TRAILER 
TRASH

July 31st
6:30 pm

THE 
CARTELLS
July 24th 
6:30 pm

UNION 
JACK

July 10th
6:30 pm

THE SAVAGE 
BROTHERS
June 26th
 6:30 pm

CUSTOM CLOSETS
MILLCRAFTCLOSETS.COM

Our Sponsors:

 

 

Get                  
Experienced Help  
Buying or Selling  
Your Home 

  

 
Sue Lefebvre |REALTOR®  

(413) 537-2312 

Honest, 

95 Post Office Park  Wilbraham, MA  01095 
 

Alpha Oil 
Company, Inc.

Bar & Grille
EST. 2016 Via Appia Via Appia

 R I S T O R A N T E

Our Our 
AdvAdvertisers: 

• Alpha Oil • Junior Women’s League • Sue Lefebvre Realtor • Heidi Pafumi Realtor • Route 20 Bar & Grill • Via Appia • Funny 4Funds

                    YOUR SUPPORT MAKE THESE CONCERTS POSSIBLE.Thank You!Thank You!

Special Olympics in HWRSD: Focus on Soule Road School 


