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WILBRAHAM - The 
Young United Players, a 
youth branch of the Wilbra-
ham United Players, is prep-
ping for their upcoming pro-
duction of “Seussical Jr.”

The shows take place on 
July 18, 19 and 20 at the Fel-
lowship Hall Stage at Wilbra-
ham United Church. Friday 
and Saturday night shows are 
at 7:30 p.m., while the Sun-
day matinee is at 2:30 p.m.

The production is a youth 
version of “Seussical the Mu-
sical,” a musical containing 
several elements of classic 
Dr. Seuss stories, including 
“Horton Hears a Who!” and 
“Horton Hatches the Egg.”

Amongst the cast are Ce-
celia Potts as Gertrude Mc-
Fuzz and Quinn Mutti as 
Horton the Elephant, hear-
ing about the production at 
school.

“There were flyers around 
our school for the auditions 
and his sister kind of roped us 
into it,” Potts said.

Potts has never been in “a 
wide age range production” 
before like this one and has 
done two shows before at 
school. This is, also, her first 
community production.

For Mutti, it was his first 
production along with his first 
singing role.

“Get them hooked while 
they’re young,” Mutti said. 
“It’s got to be fun.”

“There’s too many, like, 
more adult productions that 
people should get into when 
they’re older, but it’s good to 
get them in early,” Potts said.

Their advice for aspiring 

theater kids was this.
“If it’s your first time au-

ditioning for something and 

Young United Players to perform 
‘Seussical Jr.’‘Seussical Jr.’ By Kristin Rivers

Editor
krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Se-
lectboard met with Chief 
Russ Stevens , who was rep-
resenting Public Safety Con-
sultants, during their June 30 
meeting.

The meeting comes as 
the board continues its pro-
cess of looking for its next 
police chief after Chief Scott 
Trombly announced his re-
tirement, effective July 17.

Stevens, a police officer 
himself for 41 years, ex-
plained the firm, which was 
founded by Retired Shrews-
bury Police Chief Wayne 
Sampson, does “the search 
and assessment for police 
chiefs” along with assess-
ment centers “for various 
ranks through our policing 
and fire agencies.”

He added how “find-
ing a police chief is not an 
easy task” as they are “one 
of your most visible depart-

ment heads in any town, es-
pecially in towns of our size 
such as yours.”

“It’s not only about the 
qualifications of the chief, 
it’s also about the fit for the 
community as well, and the 
way we do it is the first thing 
we do is we work on creat-
ing the job announcement,” 
Stevens said. “The job an-
nouncement itself is created, 
can go back and forth with 
the town either whoever the 
official is who’s elected to 
work with us whether it’s 
the TM/TA or the chair of 
the board or if the town is 
in HR, we work with HR 
and we work on the job an-
nouncement.”

The job announcement, 
Stevens said, would also 
speak “to the town itself” in-
cluding the department size, 
operational budget and re-
quired qualifications. From 
there, the job announcement 

Selectboard meets 
with safety consultants 
for HPD chief search
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Noelle Hisgen as Mayzie La Bird and Quinn Mutti as Horton the Elephant practice their roles for 
the upcoming production of “Seussical Jr.” by the Young United Players on July 2.

By Angelina Acevedo
Correspondent

HAMPDEN - On July 2, 
the library welcomed Ed the 
Wizard to perform magic as a 
part of the program “Reading 
is Magic.”

The program was support-
ed by a grant from the Hamp-
den Cultural Council, a local 
agency supported by the Mas-
sachusetts Cultural Council.

The show combines mag-
ic and science together, while 
teaching kids how books can 
open the door for endless 
possibilities. He performs us-
ing three of the four Greek 
elements which are water, air 
and earth, and dazzles the au-
dience with his tricks, explain-
ing how to do them at home. 

Ed started his show with 
water, and turned liquid wa-
ter into a solid ice cube, then 
explained to the children the 
three states that water can be 
found. His next trick was lev-
itation, with a hair dryer and a 
ping pong ball and educating 
the audience on air pressure 

and molecules in an easy to 
understand way. 

To end his show, he moved 
onto the element of Earth to 
impress families attending. 

He took a piece of paper and 
asked the audience if they 
thought he could walk through 
it, and the majority of the au-
dience said no. 

However, after a few sim-
ple cuts, he was able to create a 
circle and walk right through! 
Children, and even some par-
ents, lined up to step through 
the paper circle, impressed by 
Ed’s wizard skills.

Ed the Wizard also donat-
ed his book “Ed the Wizard’s 
Alchemy Laboratory,” which 
explained how to do all of his 
tricks at home, to the library. 
Almost immediately after 
the show, interest was being 
shown in checking out the 
book, with kids wanting to 
learn how to create their own 
magic at home.

The wizard has written 
two other books available for 
purchase, “Magic for Dining 
Out” and “Magic for Camp-
ing”, both encouraging kids to 
do magic with everyday items 
they can easily access. 

“I love working with kids 
and seeing them have fun, it’s 
rewarding for everyone,” Ed 
shared on how he started his 
magic journey. “27 years ago, 

Ed the Wizard dazzles children at Hampden library

WILBRAHAM – The 
Old Meeting House Mu-
seum in the center of Wil-
braham will offer cool re-
freshing treats on a summer 
Sunday afternoon featuring 
Friendly’s Ice Cream Sun-
dae Cups served out of the 
Hearse House on Sunday, 
July 13 from 2 to 4 p.m. The 

event is free and open to the 
public and will be held out-
side in the garden at the rear 
of the building. The muse-
um will be open for brows-
ing and the Gift Shop will 
be open.

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

WILBRAHAM/LUD-
LOW – On June 21, Steve 
Nagle and the Rock-102 crew 
kicked off their summer party 
for the second time at Van-
ished Valley in Ludlow to 
support Rick’s Place in Wil-
braham. 

From food trucks to com-
petitive raffles, tie-dye and 
rock painting booths, every-
one who attended were all 
in support of Rick’s Place, 
sharing his message to more 

communities. 
Rick’s Place is a nonprofit 

organization named in honor 
of Rick Thorpe, a beloved 
husband, father, brother and 
son, who died in Tower Two 
of the World Trade Center on 
September 11, 2001. In his 
memory, Rick’s Place was 
opened as a not-for-profit 
to provide grief support to 
grieving children and their 
families. 

Co-Host of the Bax and 
Nagle Show on Rock-102 
and Board Member of Rick’s 
Place Steve Nagle spoke 
about his connection within 
Rick’s Place, why he origi-

nally joined the program, his 
job at Rock-102 radio show, 
and the second annual sum-
mer party visit to Vanished 
Valley. 

“My wife passed away 
April 13 of 2017 from esoph-
ageal cancer and Rick’s place 
was recommended to us. 
About four months after my 
wife passed, we started par-
ticipating in the programs 
and I can’t say enough good 
things about Rick’s Place and 
how they’ve helped us with 
the grieving process,” Nagle 
said. “There’s not a lot of ser-
vices available for people, it’s 
something that will inevita-

bly happen to people, you’re 
going to die but she was only 
forty-three years old. You 
don’t really think about death 
that way at that age, you think 
about it well into your golden 
years. It’s one of those things 
that people don’t talk about, 
and I just want to keep raising 
awareness for what a great or-
ganization that Rick’s Place 
is.”

Starting the summer party 
with a barbeque party in 2018 
and 2019, with the pandemic 
ending the party altogether a 

Summer Kickoff Party supports Rick’s Place

(Times file photo)

Because life is sweet, eat dessert first’ says Old Meeting 
House Trustee Marty Lyman overseeing large supply of 
Friendly’s Sundae Cups in the Hearse House at last year’s 
Ice Cream Social. 

Ice Cream Social set for 
this Sunday afternoon

Turley photo by Amanda Munson

Becky, who is a friend of Steve Nagle’s, was at the tie-dye 
station that offered t-shirts and bandanas free to craft with.

Turley photos by Angelina Acevedo

Youth Services Librarian Kate Rumplik and Ed the Wizard after 
his magical performance with one of the attendees.

Please see SEARCH, 
page 2

Please see SOCIAL, 
page 3

Please see RICK’S PLACE, 
page 16

Please see WIZARD, 
page 3

Please see SEUSSICAL, 
page 9



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESPage 2 July 10, 2025

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy
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It’s Our Anniversary!
Celebrating 60 Years of Success, 

One Client At A Time!

• Located in Post Office Park,  
Wilbraham

• Helping clients live their  
best financial life since 1965

• Accomplished, Friendly  
and Professional

• Contact us for a
 no-fee consultation

at

Securities offered through LPL Financial.  Member FINRA/SIPC.  Advisory services offered through
Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

85 Post Office Park • Suite 8524
Wilbraham, MA  01095

Phone 413-596-6992
trombleyassociates.com

Mike Trombley, Financial Advisor, Former MLB Player; 
Barbara Trombley, CPA, Financial Advisor

Vanderleeden 
officially welcomed 
to board

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Select-
board reorganized and wel-
comed newly elected member 
Erik Vanderleeden during 
their June 24 meeting.

The board met the day 
after the June 23 special elec-
tion.

Chair Don Davenport wel-
comed Vanderleeden to the 
board.

“I’d like to on behalf of the 
Selectboard and the members 
of the town administration, 
I’d like to congratulate Erik 
Vanderleeden for being elect-
ed to the Selectboard and he’s 
here this evening. Welcome 
Erik,” Davenport said.

“Congratulations,” Select-
board Member John Flynn 
said.

“Thank you,” Vanderleed-
en said.

“I think you’ll find it re-
warding, time-consuming, tir-
ing, but you’ll enjoy it,” Dav-
enport said. “It’s helping your 
neighbors and friends and 
towns. It’s an important job 
and the people in town I have 
found have always appreci-
ated. Even if they disagree 
with us at times, they always 
appreciate that someone’s out 
there at least trying to do the 
right thing for the town.”

After reviewing the min-
utes, the board voted to elect 
members as Selectboard chair 
and chair of the Board of 
Health.

Town Administrator Brian 
Domina oversaw this portion.

“So, is there a motion to 
elect a chairperson for the 
Hampden Selectboard?” Do-
mina said.

Davenport said yes.
“I move we elect John 

Flynn,” Davenport said.
“Is there a second?” Do-

mina said.
“Second,” Vanderleeden 

said.
Davenport then shared 

why Flynn should be elected 

to the role.
“John’s had a lot of experi-

ence being chairman and tra-
ditionally, the person who’s 
up for election next time is 
elected as the chairman for 
that year,” Davenport said.

Flynn then explained this 
to Vanderleeden.

“The last three years, we 
split it--Don and I--18 months 
a piece because Craig did not 
want to be chair,” Flynn said. 
“So, we kind of took his year 
and did six months each.”

Flynn was then elected as 
chair of the Selectboard unan-
imously, and then explained 
the next part of the reorgani-
zation process.

“Typically, the second 
person rather than the newly 
elected person serves as the 
Board of Health chair and that 
would be Don Davenport,” 
Flynn said. “So, I would en-
ter Don Davenport’s name to 
nomination for chairman of 
the Board of Health.”

“Second,” Vanderleeden 
said.

“Don, do you accept that 
nomination,” Flynn said.

“I do,” Davenport said.
That motion carried unan-

imously.
Later, liaison assignments 

were assigned to the board 
members, with Flynn sharing 
with Vanderleeden how the 

process works.
“We have obviously 

many boards and commit-
tees in town and we all take 
like three or four of them and 
say, ‘Okay, hey I’ll go to this 
meeting and I’ll report back 
to the board’ and stuff like 
that,” Flynn said. “I’ll throw 
it to you if there are any near 
and dear to your heart you 
say, ‘You know, I’ve always 
worked with Parks & Rec and 
I’d like to. I’m happy to stop 
in and check and report back 
and forth about things they 
have or something like that.”

Vanderleeden said, “Not 
in particular.”

“I’m open to whatever 
assignments you want me to 
do,” Vanderleeden said.

Vanderleeden was later 
assigned as liaison for the 
Conservation Commission, 
Davenport will have the Ad-
visory Committee and Zon-
ing Board of Appeals, the 
Housing Authority and the 
School Committee’s Planning 
Subcommittee and Flynn will 
have the Planning Board and 
the Council on Aging.

Vanderleeden also pro-
vided an update on the Fiber 
Optic Committee when the 
question of their status was 
brought up by Flynn.

“I just actually spoke to 
Brian about this earlier. So, 
back in the day, we had orig-
inally wanted to bring fiber 
optic as you know, and so we 
started to kind of get to the 
point where with our board 
that we kind of went with a 
particular vendor and then 

Spectrum kind of stepped up 
and I think reached out to Bri-
an and said, ‘Hey, you know 
what? We’re going to bring 
in a hybrid solution to Hamp-
den.’ This was last year,” 
Vanderleeden said.

Vanderleeden added how 
Spectrum said, “By the end of 
this year, 2025, we’re going to 
install a hybrid-based system 
that provides symmetrical up-
load and download speeds.”

“Which is basically what 
we’re all trying to accom-
plish around the community,” 
Vanderleeden said.

Due to this update, 
Vanderleeden explained the 
committee “couldn’t then 
move forward” if Spectrum 
was going to present their 
option, but added the com-
mittee still exists today and 
Spectrum estimated January 
2026 for the hybrid system to 
come.

“They kind of kick the can 
down the road a couple times, 
so we didn’t know. So, we’re 
going to see if they put their 
money where their mouth is 
in ‘26,” Vanderleeden said. 
“But, there’s just too much 
going on right now in town 
with money that it’s just not 
responsible to go forward. 
Unless there’s some huge 
grants that come out of the 
woodwork and say, ‘Hey, 
we’re going to finance 90% 
of their project.’ I don’t antic-
ipate that’s going to happen, 
but something of that nature, 
obviously we probably recon-
vene.”

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers

The Selectboard reorganized after welcoming newly elected member Erik Vanderleeden to the 
board on June 24. 

Selectboard reorganizes after special election

is pushed out “for approxi-
mately 30 days.”

“One of the best places to 
push it out is through Mass 
Chiefs of Police. Mass Chiefs 
of Police has over 1,000 fol-
lowers throughout the Com-
monwealth and out of state as 
well. We push it out to Mass 
Chiefs of Police, we also 
push it out to New England 
Police Chiefs as well as and 
women and minorities and 
law enforcement associations 
throughout the Common-
wealth,” Stevens said.

After 30 days, Stevens 
said the resumes would come 
in and the firm would look 
them over.

“We weigh the resumes. 
Some of them won’t meet the 
minimum qualifications that 
you all have put in your job 
announcement. What you’re 
looking for, whether it’s a 
minimum of time served in 
administrative positions,” 
Stevens said. “You’re looking 
for someone who has who’s 
in an administrative capacity 
now, who knows how to write 
grants, who knows how to 
research grants, who knows 

how to do budgeting, who 
knows labor relations, who 
sat on the other side of the 
table, knows contract negoti-
ations and can work with the 
board and work with the TA 
and/or TM depending on the 
town.”

Next, written responses to 
essay questions that are spe-
cific to the community, town 
and police department, which 
are given to the candidates 
who would be moving for-
ward.

“We’re not looking for En-
glish majors. We’re not look-
ing for dangling participles in 
their written work. However, 
as a police chief, they should 
be able to write. There should 
be decent sentence structure, 
but it’s more about the con-
tent in the response to the 
questions that we ask,” Ste-
vens said.

After they are read and re-
viewed, Stevens and the team 
of chiefs narrow down the list 
further and move to oral board 
interviews via Zoom with a 
separate set of questions fol-
lowing along the same lines 
as the questions for the writ-
ten responses.

“These could be bud-

get-related questions, these 
could be labor-related issue 
questions, these could be 
community issue questions,” 
Stevens said.

Afterward, a grading ru-
bric weighs those respons-
es followed by an in-person 
assessment center with final 
candidates.

“The in-person assessment 
center is real-life scenarios 
that we put together that are 
based on real things that have 
happened and I work with the 
TM or the Selectboard chair 
or the TA in your town to 
come up with scenarios that 
truly reflect your communi-
ty,” Stevens said. “And then 
we bring all the candidates in 
that have made it this far.”

The Selectboard would 
come in after this to interview 
the final candidates.

“Now, if we end up with 
three or four candidates 
through the assessment cen-
ter, we ask the Selectboard 
can interview and it really is 
up to the board itself whether 
you want to interview all four 
or the top two or the top three. 
It’s really up to the board and 
you’re going to ask a sepa-
rate set of questions,” Ste-

vens said. “By this time, we 
provide updates either to the 
board directly or through the 
TA or TM as to the process-
-each step of the process--
where we’re at, how many 
candidates we have, when 
we’re going to be done the 
process. So, it’s a very unique 
process and it’s not necessari-
ly done overnight.”

After the Selectboard in-
terviews and selection, a psy-
chological, medical and back-
ground investigation would 
also be completed.

“At the same time, you 
will give a conditional letter 
of employment which allows 
you to negotiate the contract 
with your incoming candidate 
and then it’s a matter of a hir-
ing date and a start date,” Ste-
vens said.

The Selectboard then 
shared their thoughts and any 
questions they had, which 
ranged from praising how 
thorough Stevens’ presenta-
tion was to what other towns 
have had police chief search-
es done.

Stevens will next send a 
proposal to the board as the 
process continues.

SEARCH from page 1

WILBRAHAM – Assis-
tant Library Director Mary 
Bell will give a hands-on 
demonstration of Ancestry 
Library Edition at the Wil-
braham Public Library on 
Wednesday, July 16 from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

She will give a brief in-
troduction of how to use 
the online resource in the 
Brooks Room, followed by 
time in which participants 
use library computers or 
their own laptops to access 
the database and search for 
themselves. All participants 
will be given a starter kit 
with forms and tips for re-
searching genealogy.

“Ancestry Library Edi-
tion includes records of the 
U.S. Census from 1790 to 
1950, military records such 
as World War I and II draft 
cards, and other records 
worldwide. International 

records available include 
particularly good coverage 
in Canada and the United 
Kingdom,” said Bell. 

Images of original re-
cords, including immigra-
tion records and town re-
cords of births, marriages, 
and deaths can be saved to 
a flash drive or sent to your 
email from Ancestry Li-
brary Edition. It is accessi-
ble in-library only, but can 
be used through both library 
computers or personal de-
vices connected to the li-
brary’s Wi-Fi.

This program is free and 
open to the public. Space is 
limited, and registration is 
going on now.

For more information, 
contact the Wilbraham Li-
brary at 413-596-6141 or 
visit the Event Calendar 
online at www.wilbraham-
library.org.

Searching your family history 
with ancestry library edition

please recycle this newspaper
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FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
LOCALLY GROWN!

FANCY FRESH

Blueberries!Blueberries!

Locally GrownLocally Grown
From 
Kosinski Farm 
Westfield, MA

FOR INSTANT GARDEN COLORFOR INSTANT GARDEN COLOR
JUMBO ANNUAL FLOWERS
2 For $20.00

8-inch Pots  
Marigolds, Zinnias, 

Vinca & MORE

BUTTER & SUGAR BUTTER & SUGAR 
SWEET CORNSWEET CORN
Picked Fresh Every Day!

Locally Grown

Celebrate at
Elsie’s Creamery

JULY IS NATIONAL 
ICE CREAM MONTH!

“Cool” Kinetic Spinners
NOW 20% OFF

Sunflower, Pinwheel, Celestial & MORE

“OUT OF BLOOM” 
Trees, Shrubs & Perennials

EARLY SEASON BLOOMERS

NOW 40% OFF
Rhododendrons, Magnolia, 

Dogwood & MORE
Iris, Baptista, Peony & MORE

Perennial Of The Week
BLACK EYED SUSANBLACK EYED SUSAN
$9.99 One Gallon Pot
(Reg Price $12.99)
NATIVE VARIETIES
Sun-Loving • Pollinator Favorite

 

PACK A PICNICPACK A PICNIC
FROM RANDALL’SFROM RANDALL’S
Randall’s Potato Salads, 

Pasta Salads & Slaws
SUMMER FAVORITE 
BLUEBERRY SOUR CREAM PIE!
Boar’s Head 
London Broil Roast Beef ......$14.99/lb
Boar’s Head 
Deluxe Ham ...........................$9.99/lb
Boar’s Head 
Imported Swiss Cheese ........$9.99/lb
Boar’s Head 
Vermont Cheddar Cheese ......$7.99/lb

The event on May 10 
had no public safety 
incidents. 

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM – Wilbra-
ham Police Chief Ed Lennon 
joined the Select Board during 
its June 30 meeting to present 
a recap report following the 
Hill Climb that occurred on 
Saturday, May 10. 

Lennon said that prepa-
rations for the event between 
Hill Climb organizers and mu-
nicipal officials began in late 
2024. 

“Early meetings with event 
organizers focused on certain 
challenges identified during 
the 2024 event,” Lennon said. 

Last year, issues included 
the pace, timing and set up 
of show vehicles in the north-
bound lane of Main Street. 
This led to numerous traffic 
backups. 

Further backups were cre-
ated by the shuttle bus loca-
tions, as the buses stopped in 
travel lanes. Residual traffic 
backups on Main Street, Stony 
Hill Road and other major 
nearby streets connecting the 
Hill Climb were also problem-
atic. 

“Other town events such 
as the townwide tag sale oc-
curring at the same time and 

many vendors applying for 
permitting and required in-
spections close to the event 
stressed town resources,” Len-
non said. 

Changes were made by 
event organizers to the 2025 
event to address some of these 
concerns. The number of show 
vehicles parked on Main Street 
and the speed and timing of 
the set up were adjusted. 

A significant change was 
also made regarding the park-
ing of spectator vehicles. Len-
non explained. 

“The organizers arranged 
for parking at the Memorial 
School and at the high school,” 
Lennon said. “Splitting the 
parking between these two 
locations appears to have sig-
nificantly reduced the amount 
of traffic passing through the 
event, and the traffic backups 
that occurred in previous years 
did not occur this year.” 

Shuttle bus locations were 
located outside of active travel 
lanes during this year’s event 
to avoid traffic backups due to 
stopped buses. 

Event organizers also co-
ordinated with the townwide 
tag sale organizers, and the tag 
sale was moved to a different 
date. The Hill Climb helped 
market the new tag sale date to 
help their initiative.

Lennon added that the Hill 
Climb organizers worked with 
the town to create hard dates 
and processes for venders to 

acquire permits and inspec-
tions. This allowed for town 
departments to process per-
mits in an orderly fashion and 
let the Health and Fire Depart-
ments perform inspections in 
advance where applicable. 

“The Town Hall and Fire 
Department noted that this 
made the process significantly 
more efficient this year,” Len-
non said. 

Unfortunately, Mother 
Nature presented several un-
expected challenges. Heavy 
rains the night prior to the 
event and morning of made 
the setup difficult, although 
everything was set up on time. 

The grass area of Gazebo 
Park where the food trucks 
were planned to be located 
had to be evaluated hours be-
fore the event to ensure that 
trucks would not damage the 
grass surface. 

“The decision was made 
the morning of the event to 
continue to position the trucks 
within Gazebo Park and to 
place larger vehicles across 
the edges of the park where 
the ground was firm. This did 
not affect the operations of 
the vendors, and there was no 
damage done to the surface of 
the park,” Lennon said. 

The police chief did note 
that the issue was not consid-
ered in advance, and no con-
tingency plan was in place. 

“A formal alternate plan 
for food trucks should be in 

place if any conditions pre-
vent them from being placed 
in a planned location in the 
future,” Lennon said. 

The library did report that 
their lot was full of spectators 
and craft fair vehicles when 
they opened on the morning of 
the Hill Climb. 

“I’ve discussed possible 
solutions for this in the future 
with the Hill Climb organizers 
and the library staff. That’s 
something we’re going to 
have to work on in the future 
to make sure it doesn’t happen 
again,” Lennon said. 

The attendance at the 2025 
event was similar to the at-
tendance at past Hill Climbs, 
although more people showed 
up late due to the weather, ac-
cording to Lennon. 

He ended his report on a 
positive note. 

“There were no public 
safety event incidents report-
ed, and if you have any ques-
tions, we can answer them,” 
Lennon concluded.  

Afterward, the Select 
Board shared their thoughts, 
including expressing concerns 
about the library parking and 
safety of the cars traveling so 
fast, but shared their overall 
consensus on Lennon’s report 
was positive. 

More on the Select Board’s 
comments in next week’s edi-
tion.

Police chief presents post-Hill Climb 
report to Wilbraham Select Board

The annual event will be 
a mix of crafts and history of 
interest to many generations. 
Both kids and adults can en-
joy the ice cream sundaes and 
the latest Wilbraham history 
on exhibits.

The museum, owned by 
the town, is operated by the 
all-volunteer Atheneum So-
ciety of Wilbraham and its 
Board of Trustees headed by 
its president David Bourcier. 

The museum’s Gift Shop 
will feature Wilbraham-cen-
tric merchandise and town 
history books. Wilbraham 
history buffs will be able 
to purchase Bourcier’s new 
glossy book, “Historic Tales 
of Wilbraham”. Bourcier pub-
lishes the “Wilbraham Histor-
ical Tidbits” website. 

There will be books, 
notepapers, sweatshirts, Old 
Meeting House and Hill 
Climb tee shirts and hats la-
beled “Wilbraham” for sale.

For more information 
about the Old Meeting House 
Ice Cream Social, visit Face-
book or email president@wil-
brahamatheneum.org.

SOCIAL from page 1

I was inspired by Dumb-
ledore, and taught myself 
magic on my own, through 
books.”

He stressed the impor-
tance of reading and books, 
especially to younger read-
ers.

“Kids can teach them-
selves anything from books. 
That’s why I donate one of 
mine to every library I vis-
it for this program. Reading 
is really the most magical 
thing, a child can learn so 
much from a book,” he said. 

Kate Rumplik, the Youth 
Services Librarian at the li-
brary, shared how programs 
like Reading is Magic help 
kids get engaged with read-
ing. 

“The biggest thing is get-
ting them into the library, 
once they’re here, they usu-
ally want to stay and look 
around for a book to check 
out. Ed’s a huge supporter 
of libraries, he loves coming 
here and the kids love seeing 
him,” Rumplik said.

Rumplik was also excited 
to bring the program to the 
library.

“Programs like 
these are also great 
ways for families to 
spend time together. 
Things like Six Flags 
are just so expensive 
nowadays, but this 
show is completely 
free to attend. Bring-
ing families closer is 
another reason why 
I love these events,” 
Rumplik said. 

If your child 
wants to learn magic 
from Ed the Wizard, 
they’re welcome to 
participate in “Mag-
ic 101: Dinner Ta-
ble Tricks” on Aug. 
9 from 10 to 11:30 
a.m. at the Town 
House Auditorium, 
they can sign up 
through the Hamp-
den Parks & Rec 
website at hampden-
ma.myrec.com and 
by checking out their 
Programs section, 
clicking on “Classes and Ac-
tivities.” 

The cost is $40 to sign up. 
Ed the Wizard is sure 

to promise another fun and 

magical event for children 
who attend.

To check out other up-
coming summer program-
ming at the library, visit 
hampden-library.org/events/.

WIZARD from page 1

Turley photos by Angelina Acevedo

Ed the Wizard making a piece of 
paper large enough to walk through.
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Our Own 
Fresh Corn!

Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse
Our Farmstand Is NOW OPEN!

PYO BLUEBERRIES!
7am-5pm • Weather & Crops Permitting • New Ludlow Road - Now Accepting Credit Cards!

Call Our Farmstand for up-to-date information 467-3794 

Our Own Radishes, Leaf Lettuce, Pickles, Scallions, Squashes, Beans, Beets & Cucumbers
Local Vendors: Gourmet Oils, Fresh Baked Goods, Kettle Corn, French Meat Pies, 
Turkey Pies, Gibble Potato Chips, Belchertown Maple Syrup, Ice Cream Products,

Check Out Our NEW LOCAL VENDORS:
Healthy Dough by Jessica, Wickedly Wild Gourmet Sauces & More!

Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby
413-467-3794

www.dickinsonsfarm.com

Most Major 
Credit Cards Accepted

Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available

Family Owned & Operated 

Open: Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm
Sun. 8am-6pm

EBT  In Store

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

www.richardgreeninsurance.com 
Fax: 413-267-3496

Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

• AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE

32 Somers Rd., Hampden • 566-0028128 Main St., Monson • 267-3495

Two Locations:

Please visit our website for an auto,
homeowners, or life insurance quotes

• Great Locations • Registry service
• Quotes gladly given • We make housecalls

By Angelina Acevedo
Correspondent

HAMPDEN - On July 3, 
the library held a Faux 
Stained Glass Painting 
event for tweens and 
teens in the Rochford 
Reading Room. 

The event was an 
hour of fun for kids 
wanting to create their 
own designs or trace an 
image of their choice 
that they could print at 
the front desk of the li-
brary. 

Maxine Girard, the 
young adult librarian and 
mentor for this program, 
shared how kids could 
create these colorful 
paintings.

“First, the kids 
choose between either 
sharpie or black puffy 
paint to outline their 
work. The paint takes 
longer to dry than the sharpie, 
but it adds more texture to the 
image. While they wait for the 
outline to dry, we mix acrylic 
paint and white blue to create 
our own puffy paint,” Girard 
said. “We have many colors 
and shades that the kids can 
pick from, and I’ll pour it 
onto their own pallets. After 
that, they just paint in their 
outlines with the colors they 
chose, and their painting just 
needs to dry!”

If the paintings needed to 
dry quicker, there were haird-
ryers to speed up the process 
to make sure that they didn’t 
get damaged on the way 
home. Girard said that she 
first saw this craft on Pinter-
est, and thought it would be 
amazing to teach kids, while 
also being engaging and easy. 
She also said that these kinds 
of crafts are meant to be “low 
stress, but fun” and hopes that 
the kids are able to “express 
their creativity, while enjoy-
ing themselves with their 
friends.”

One of the tables showed 
this statement was true, since 

it was filled with friends 
laughing, talking and painting 
together. They talked about 
their summer so far, what the 

next school year might bring 
and what books they could 

look at once their paintings 
dried. 

Creative events like this 
are run throughout the sum-

mer, with not just the 
goal of bringing teens 
and tweens together for 
fun times, but it also 
brings them into the 
library. Similarly with 
the performance by 
Ed the Wizard the day 
prior, once the kids are 
in the library, they’ll 
usually want to look 
around at the books. 

These events help 
promote summer read-
ing programs as a 
whole and help bring 
the community closer 
to the library.

There are many oth-
er events coming up 
with crafting aspects 
for tweens and teens in 
the area, such as bak-
ing Zombie Cookies 

on July 12, a Spa Day on July 
31 with making lip gloss bath 

bombs, a Paint Sip Fun event 
on July 17 with one for kids 
and the other for teens, and 
Summer Tie Dye on July 26. 

All these events for teens, 
plus events for kids and 
adults, can be signed up for 
through the Hampden Free 
Public Library website. 

The Summer Reading Fi-
nale parties for tweens and 
teens and adults are also on 
tap on Aug. 2 at Noon.

The Faux Stained Glass 
Painting event was an overall 
success for the library, with 
many signing up to attend, 
as well as enjoyable for the 
young painters attending. 
Many beautiful canvases were 
created and proudly brought 
home, bringing the library 
closer to the community, this 
time through art.

Teens enjoy Faux Stained Glass Painting class

Turley photos by Angelina Acevedo

Young Adult Librarian Maxine Girard helping mix the paint and 
glue together for the artists.

One of the paintings created at the event.

A group of kids smiling 
and painting together at 
the Faux Stained Glass 
event at the Hampden 
Free Public Library.

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com

WILBRAHAM – This 
summer, the Wilbraham Pub-
lic Library invites children 
and teens to get hands-on 
with science, creativity, and a 
whole lot of fun at Chain Re-
actions & Creative Contrap-
tions, an interactive STEM 

workshop led by Playful En-
gineers.

On Tuesday, July 22, par-
ticipants will dive into the 
exciting world of chain re-
actions, levers, pulleys, and 
more as they design, build, 
test, and play with their very 

own contraptions. From 
whimsical machines to classic 
Rube Goldberg-style devices, 
this Make & Break Workshop 
is a hit with budding inventors 
and curious minds alike.

Workshop Sessions:
Children’s Program

 (Grades 3–5): 2 to 3:30 p.m.
Teen Program (Grades 
6–12): 5 to 6:30 p.m.

Online registration is re-
quired and begins Monday, 

July 1. To sign up, visit our 
website or call the library at 
413-596-6141.

This event is free to at-
tend and is generously spon-
sored in part by the Wilbra-
ham Friends of the Library 
and a grant from the Wilbra-

ham Cultural Council, a lo-
cal agency supported by the 
Mass Cultural Council.

Don’t miss your chance 
to build something amazing, 
and maybe even a little ridic-
ulous! We hope to see you 
there.

Chain Reactions & Creative Contraptions: A Hands-On Workshop for Kids and Teens
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  
Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE
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Letters to the editor should be 
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter writers to 
include his or her town of residence 
and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal 
attacks, defamation of character and 
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by 
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor, 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly correct 

factual errors that appear in this paper 
and can be substantiated. Corrections 
or clarifications will always appear on 
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail 
or mailed communication to the editor 
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 
is published every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc. One year out of town 
subscriptions are available at $45, out 
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission 
of news material, letters to the editor 
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Editorial 
Policy

Letters to the Editor

VIEWPOINTS

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Wilbraham-Hampden 

Times welcomes readers to 
participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to 
the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent 
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed 
to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
krivers@turley.com. Please include 
a daytime telephone number for 
verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered 
for that Thursday’s newspaper. 
No attack letters will be printed. 
No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy 
will be printed. If the volume of 
letters received is larger than the 
space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, 
the newspaper reserves the right 
to print a representative sample. 
No endorsement letters will be 
printed in the last edition before the 
election. 

For more information, call the 
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election 

coverage, the newspaper plans to 
print stories about contested races 
for Congress, state Senate, state 
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well 
as a question-and-answer voters 
guide. In order to ensure fairness 
to all candidates, no political press 
releases will be printed, nor will 
reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to 
further publicize their candidacy, 
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid 
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden 
Times.

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

The Wilbraham-Hampden

TIMES

EDITOR
Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Jocelyn Walker
jwalker@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times is 
published every Thursday by Turley 

Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., 
Palmer, Mass. 01069. Telephone (413) 

283-8393, Fax  (413) 289-1977.

@ Wilbraham-Hampden Times

WEB
www.wilbrahamhampdentimes.

turley.com

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President

TEAM

To The Editor:

I had a plan to make a sign 
on Crane Park letting people 
know the name of the park 
and why it was named Crane 
Park, after the people who 
gave it to the town.

My plan was to rename 
it Crane Memorial Park be-
cause it has become a park 
with monuments honoring 
veterans who died in wars 
starting with the Civil War 
statue of a Union Soldier.  

My plan was to use the 
tree trunk of a large tree that 
was cut about 15 feet high 
with CRANE MEMORIAL 
PARK letters attached verti-
cally with an eagle on the top 
and a plaque at the base giv-
ing credit to the Crane family 
for their gift, of the land, to 
the town of Wilbraham.

I obtained a proposal from 
Ace Signs to do the work and 
brought it to the Community 
Preservation Committee to 
try to obtain the funds to ac-
complish the work. I was told 
that the Economic Develop-
ment Committee was dis-
cussing having a study done 

on Crane Park and that they 
would wait until they were 
done with it.

Later, I received a no-
tice from the EDC that they 
received a $50,000 grant to 
study the feasibility of install-
ing a 30 +- parking lot in the 
eastern portion of Crane Park. 
I don’t think anyone needs to 
spend $50,000.00 to deter-
mine that there isn’t enough 
room for 30 +- cars on the 
eastern portion of Crane Park.  

I ask you, should it be 
Crane Memorial Park or 
Crane Parking Lot? There 
isn’t enough room for both. 

When a new building is 
planned to be built there is a 
required number of parking 
spaces for cars required de-
pending on factors such as 
square footage of the building 
and its intended use etc.

Don Flannery, 
Wilbraham 

Plans for 
Crane Park?

To The Editor:

As someone who uses the 
senior center since it opened a 
year ago, I can tell you “what’s 
going on.”

We exercise three times 
a week. I play Pinochle on 
Tuesday.

On Thursday I play Mah 
Jong. The Friends of Wilbra-
ham meet there.

We have raffles. There are 
speakers who come with inter-
esting topics, too many to list.

There is a library if you’re 
interested. A week ago, there 
was an event called CarFit 
which helped my friend real-

ize her tires were wearing and 
it prompted her to get them 
looked at which helped avoid 
a major purchase for her.

They have lunch three 
times a week. Another time to 
have socialization.

There are many medical 
opportunities to use to your 
advantage; including getting 
your blood pressure checked 
every Tuesday. They have 
crafts for those interested.

There is Bocce in the sum-
mer. There is a SHINE rep-
resentative who helps with 
Medicare insurance.

If you play Cribbage, 
Pitch, Bridge, Scrabble or 

Bingo, here’s the place to be!
There is hiking available. 

You can check out the fitness 
room.

Monthly different organi-
zations will provide lunch and 
entertainment for your enjoy-
ment. You can stop in and en-
joy a coffee and a pastry.

It’s all there and so much 
more!

I would like to invite you 
to go to the Wilbraham Senior 
News. There you will find all 
the information the center has 
to offer.

Liz Crivelli, 
Wilbraham 

Responding to Kevin Davis’ ‘What’s going 
on?’ at the Wilbraham Senior Center

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

Difficult patients 
come in all shapes 
and sizes, but they 

all have one thing in com-
mon: they make life harder 
for their healthcare provid-
ers, whether they know it or 
not.

Healthcare providers not 
only work in a frustrating, 
fast-paced healthcare sys-
tem, they spend much of 
their time helping people 
who won’t help themselves. 
Are you one of them? If so, 
it could be interfering with 
your healthcare and there-
fore your health! 

Here are three signs that 
your providers might think 
you’re a difficult patient:

You Don’t Follow 
Doctors’ Orders 

Noncompliance is one of 
the most pressing issues in 
healthcare today.  When pa-
tients don’t follow their care 
plans or medication guide-
lines, problems arise. 

Noncompliant patients 
have poorer health out-
comes—and they waste ev-
eryone’s time and money. 
Yet if a provider were to ask 
a patient, “Do you plan to be 
non-compliant?” most pa-
tients would exclaim “no!” 

So, what’s the discon-
nect? Noncompliance hap-
pens for many reasons: a 
lack of understanding, an 
inability to pay for pre-
scriptions, or a myriad of 
behavioral health and social 
issues.  

Unfortunately, it’s un-
likely your doctor will ask 
you, “What’s your plan for 
following these instruc-
tions?” But if you tend to ig-
nore your doctor’s instruc-
tions, you need to create a 
plan to do just that.

You Come off as Being 
Angry or Entitled

Some patients have good 
reason to be unhappy with 
the quality of their health-
care. Some have been on 
the receiving end of medi-
cal error. Some feel they’ve 
been treated poorly or have 
skewed perceptions of the 
healthcare system. 

Whatever the reason, 
angry, entitled patients are 
their own worst enemies. 
Alienating care providers 
rarely results in better health 
outcomes. 

Doctors, nurses and so-
cial workers are human be-
ings. As such, they gravitate 
to those who are pleasant to 
deal with. They may sub-
consciously steer clear of 
difficult patients and family 
members. Frankly, in these 
situations, all a provider can 
do is to listen to a patient’s 
complaints and address 

whatever is in their power. 
It’s never okay to berate 

a care provider, yet it hap-
pens all the time. Often pa-
tients don’t realize how bad-
ly they’re behaving. Find a 
way to share your concerns 
or frustrations with civility, 
even on a bad day.  

You Talk Too Much 
During Appointments  
When patients talk non-

stop, it makes it challenging 
for providers to discern the 
important information from 
everything else. It’s rather 
like the boy who cried wolf; 
doctors may eventually tune 
out. 

Doctors have limited 
time to see each patient. Ex-
cessive talkers unknowingly 
steal time from the next pa-
tient, while making it harder 
for providers to hone in on 
what’s important. 

Ask yourself: who does 
most of the talking during 
your doctor visits? 

How to Be a Good Patient 
If you want good health-

care—and who doesn’t?—
start by being a good 
patient. Follow your physi-
cian’s instructions and med-
ications as prescribed, even 
when you don’t feel like it. 

Share your healthcare 
concerns with your phy-
sician, but in a respectful 
manner. Ditto your frustra-
tions. Don’t create distrac-
tions from the main issue: 
your health!  

Be mindful that in to-
day’s healthcare environ-
ment, ER doctors and hospi-
talists are generally allowed 
about five minutes per pa-
tient. Doctors’ office visits 
are booked in 15-minute 
increments. So be prepared: 
create a list of issues you 
want to discuss and keep the 
conversation on point. 

Remember, it’s never in 
your best interest to be a dif-
ficult patient. Partner with 
your providers to give them 
what they need, so they can 
best attend to your health. 

Teri (Dreher) Fryken-
berg, a registered nurse 
and board-certified patient 
advocate, is the founder of 
Northshore Patient Advo-
cates LLC (NShore).  She 
is also founder and CEO of 
Nurse Advocate Entrepre-
neur, which trains medical 
professionals to become 
successful private patient 
advocates. Teri offers a free 
phone consultation to news-
paper readers as well as to 
nurses interested in becom-
ing advocates.   Reach her 
at  Teri@NurseAdvocateEn-
trepreneur.com.

Three signs that you’re 
a difficult patient  

I started over with new 
strawberry plants this year, 
but for those of you who are 
completing your harvest, it’s 
high time to renovate your 
patch so that it will 
remain productive.

Sure, it will be 
hard work, but it’s 
absolutely necessary 
if you want to keep 
the berries coming!

First, get up the 
courage to run the 
lawnmower over 
your row of straw-
berries. Yes, you 
heard correctly. This 
will give you an opportunity 
to see what you have to work 
with in a dense planting, as 
well as cut down on foliar 
diseases.  

Set the mower at a height 
of two and a half to three inch-
es and use the bagger attach-
ment if you have one. Small 

plantings can be clipped 
away by hand. Compost the 
leaves away from your patch.  

Now, assess your sur-
roundings and think back to 

when you were doing all that 
picking. Was your back sore 
from reaching in to a very 
wide row? Were most of your 
berries on the small side?  If 
you answered yes to both of 
these questions, then serious 
renovation is in order.  

Use the tiller or a shovel 

to shrink your row back to a 
manageable width. Fourteen 
inches is about as wide as the 
experts recommend. Choose 
the healthiest part of your 

row and measure 
out fourteen inch-
es. Then, remove 
all the runners that 
have emerged out-
side of the bound-
aries.  

Those of us 
in the business of 
growing things usu-
ally find this part 
difficult. “Can’t just 
this one stay?” Ease 

your guilt by giving away the 
extras; or, use them to start 
another patch.  

Next, get rid of any 
“mother” plants that are four 
years or older. Unfortunately, 

Renovate your strawberry patch 
and divide those irises, too

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware

Please see GARDEN,
 page 15
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COMMUNITY
BULLETIN BOARD

Heidi Pafumi
Realtor®

(413)
687-4339

Heidip413@gmail.com

Licensed MA & CT

136 Dwight Road
Longmeadow, MA

Wouldn’t it be wonderful to entertain
in your new backyard this summer!

Readers are encouraged to send in 
medium to high resolution photos 

for this page by e-mail to 
krivers@turley.com or

mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 

WILBRAHAMWILBRAHAM
HAMPDENHAMPDEN

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Send us in
your 

announcements!
Happy Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run 

here free of charge, please keep 

it to less than 50 words.

Please send to krivers@turley.com

New Rotary President pinned…

(Charles F. Bennett photo)

Outgoing Rotary President Peter Salerno (left) looks on as Past 
President Tyler Witkop pins new president Chris O’Connor at a 
club meeting June 26 at the Country Club of Wilbraham. 

Rotary Club 
says farewell 
to outgoing 
officers and 
directors…

Photo Tyler Witkop, 
caption Charlie Bennett

After a successful year, 
the outgoing officers and 
directors of the Wilbraham-
Hampden Rotary Club 
finished their terms at the 
Country Club of Wilbraham 
at a meeting June 25. (From 
left) Treasurer Diane Ryan, 
Secretary Brad Sperry, 
Director Charlie Bennett, 
Director Chris O’Connor, 
President Peter Salerno, VP 
Ann Marie Ottoson. 

Photo and caption courtesy of Wilbraham Police Department

Wilbraham responds to truck fire
The Wilbraham Fire Department fought a truck fire on 
Burleigh Road on June 19. Burleigh Road was closed at the 
town line and south of number 285 for a time as drivers 
were informed to seek alternate routes.
The road later reopened.

Photo and caption courtesy of Hampden Fire Department

HFD thanks La Cucina 
for food donation

On June 16, the Hampden Fire Department received a 
food donation from La Cucina, sharing this message on 
Facebook: “We would like to thank La Cucina di Hampden 
House for donating food to our members today!”

Photo and caption courtesy of Wilbraham Police Department

WPD alerts drivers to road closure
The Wilbraham Police Department alerted drivers to a road 
closure on June 26.
“Brainard Rd is closed between #20 & #29 while National Grid 
makes repairs and removes trees from power lines. SEEK 
ALTERNATE ROUTES,” they said. “The closure is expected to 
last for the next few hours. This post will be updated when the 
road is passable.”
The road later reopened at 5:25 p.m.

HPD receives pizza surprise
Photo and caption courtesy of Hampden Police Department

The Hampden Police Department would like to thank 
Pioneer Valley Financial Group for providing pizza to the 
day shift crew on July 2.

Hampden Firefighter 
Jarred Lyons graduates

Photo and caption courtesy of Hampden Fire Department

We would like to congratulate Firefighter Jarred Lyons on 
graduating from the Massachusetts Department of Fire 
Services Call/Vol Academy. Graduates have completed 
240 hours of training over weeknights and weekends. 
Upon successful completion of the program they become 
certified in the level of Pro Board Firefighter 1, Firefighter 2, 
Hazardous Materials First Responder Operations.
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lb
$217

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT
PORK CHOPS or ROAST ........

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
7/10/25-7/16/257/10/25-7/16/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB BAG ............

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SALMON FILLETS .........................

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN THE BAKERY

FROSTED 
SUGAR COOKIES 13 OZ ...................99¢

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$699
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ............

$699
lb

USDA INSP. STOREMADE

BEEF SHADED STEAK .....................

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$288
lb

$499

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN
$1199

lb

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

GREAT ON THE GRILL 

$249
lb

lb

$147

$244
lb

USDA INSP. 
ROAST BEEF ..........................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$699
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE PORK RIBS 

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT PORK CHOPS 

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
ITALIAN MARINATED
CHICKEN BREAST ................
USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
TERIYAKI MARINATED
BEEF BLADE STEAKS .........

$699
lb

$399
lb

BEEF RIBEYE
STEAKS

$1199
lb

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

Ferrara Consulting 
& Properties

Consulting all Matters 
of Real Estate

Art Ferrara

(413) 348-5827

WEST BOYLSTON - On 
Friday, June 6, 2025, Worces-
ter County Sheriff Lew Evan-
gelidis proudly administered 
the Correctional Officers 
Oath to the 16 graduating re-
cruits of the Sheriff’s Office’s 
63rd Basic Recruit Training 
Academy (B.R.T.A.) at the 
department’s Training and 
Command Center in West 
Boylston. Among the 16 
graduates was Officer Ethan 
Day of Wilbraham.

The Worcester County 
Sheriff’s Office is commit-

ted to ensuring public safety 
across the cities and towns in 
Worcester County. The de-
partment recognizes the im-
portance of building a team 
that reflects the diverse com-
munity it serves. The gradu-
ates of B.R.T.A. #63 repre-
sent a highly qualified group 
of recruits, each bringing 
unique skills and experiences 
to their new roles as correc-
tional officers. These officers 
come from nine different 
towns throughout Massachu-
setts and include six individ-

uals who are either active 
members or veterans of the 
U.S. Army.

The Worcester County 
Sheriff’s Office Academy 
offers a paid, full-time pro-
gram lasting 13 weeks, de-
signed to equip recruits with 
the skills needed to manage 
and maintain the care, cus-
tody, and control of inmates 
at the Worcester County Jail 
& House of Correction. The 
academy includes both class-
room instruction and hands-
on training. 

While at the academy, 
recruits undergo extensive 
training in various aspects 
of corrections. This training 
includes skills such as de-es-
calation techniques, the duty 
to intervene, fire safety, de-
fensive tactics, and first re-
sponder protocols. They also 
receive education in suicide 
prevention, mental health 
issues, and substance abuse 
awareness.

In addition, recruits en-
gage in daily physical fitness 
sessions, take weekly assess-
ments on classroom material, 
and benefit from regular guest 
lectures and demonstrations 
provided by a range of public 
safety partners.

“After 13 rigorous weeks 
of training, I present the best 
and brightest in corrections 
today,” commented Worces-
ter County Sheriff Lew 
Evangelidis. “The Worces-
ter County Sheriff’s Office 
Training Department is one 
of the best in the state, and I 
can confidently say that these 
individuals are ready to join 
the ranks as full-time correc-
tions officers and contribute 
to successfully executing our 
mission. Congratulations to 
these graduates as they begin 
their new careers.»

Before starting the acad-

emy, applicants must com-
plete a written exam, a phys-
ical fitness test, a background 
check, and a psychological 
screening. To ensure fairness 
and impartiality, Evangelidis 
has implemented a policy that 
prohibits letters of recom-
mendation from politicians 
and gives preference to hiring 
individuals who have served 
our country. 

The Worcester County 
Sheriff’s Office is accepting 
applications for its 64th Ba-
sic Recruit Training Acade-
my, which will begin in Sep-
tember 2025. To learn more 
about what it takes to be a 
correctional officer, please 
visit  www.WorcesterCounty-
Sheriff.com/Careers/Correc-
tional-Officer-Academy/.

Sheriff Evangelidis swears in Day

Sheriff Evangelidis poses with the 16 new officers after graduation.

Officer Ethan Day receives his diploma from Sheriff Lew 
Evangelidis.

Join a creative 
journey of thought, 
memory and 
expression

HAMPDEN – Scantic Riv-
er Artisans invites artists of all 
levels and ages to participate 
in a unique and inspiring com-
munity art experience:”Re-
flective Musings.”

This inclusive project en-
courages participants to tap 
into their memories, emotions 
and thoughts to create a per-
sonal work of art based on the 
theme of reflection.

Artists are encouraged to 
work in any medium—paint-
ing, collage, drawing, mixed 
media, photography or even 
something unexpected. A list 
of optional “musings” is avail-
able to spark inspiration, but 

participants are also welcome 
to follow their own creative 
path.

FREE Demo Sessions will 
be held to offer guidance and 
spark ideas:

July 17 and Aug. 28, 6 to 
8 p.m.

Location details available 
on our website

“This project is about 
more than making art,” Nan 
Hurlburt, special assistant to 
the board. “It’s about connec-
tion, expression, and celebrat-
ing the diverse, creative voices 
within our community.”

Completed works must be 
submitted by Sept. 18 to be 
included in the “Reflective 
Musings Showcase Exhibit 
and Sale” on Oct. 11 and 12. 
All submitted pieces will be 
on display and available for 
purchase.

Proceeds from the event 

will support the Scantic Riv-
er Artisans Scholarship Fund 
and local arts programming, 
helping to foster the next gen-
eration of creative talent.

Spots are limited—don’t 
miss your chance to be a part 
of this powerful community 
collaboration. 

Sponsored in part by the 
Mass Cultural Council and 
Dick Blick Art Supplies and 
local generous members of the 
community.

For more information, vis-
it scanticriverartisans.com.

Questions? Email us at 
info@scanticriverartisans.
com

Follow the journey on so-
cial media.

Facebook: Scantic River 
ArtisansInstagram: @scanti-
criverartisans

Reflect. Create. Connect.
Your voice belongs here. 

Scantic River Artisans presents ‘Reflective
Musings’ A Community Art Project

WILBRAHAM - Regis-
tration is now open for Wil-
braham United Church’s Va-
cation Bible Camp. Join us 
for a week of fun, learning, 
music, service! 

This year’s theme is Mes-
sengers of God. Campers will 

learn about God’s messengers 
from the Bible and what it 
takes to bring God’s message 
to the world today. 

VBC will run July 28-Au-
gust 1, 2025 from 9 a.m. to 
Noon. Registration is open to 
children age four through ris-

ing sixth graders. 
Cost per child is $50. 

Please visit https://wilbra-
hamunitedchurch.org/vaca-
tion-bible-camp/ or call the 
Church Office 413-596-2511 
for more information and to 
register!

Wilbraham United Church Vacation Bible Camp

WILBRAHAM - Wil-
braham resident Victoria 
Gonzalez was honored on 
June 7, 2025, at an award 
ceremony and luncheon 
by Mercy Warren Chapter, 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution. 

Victoria is a recent grad-
uate of Minnechaug High 
School and plans to  attend 
Bowdoin College in the fall.

In April, Victoria and 
her family, along with many 
other DAR Good Citizens in 
Massachusetts, visited the 
Massachusetts State House 
in Boston as the special 
guests of State Represen-
tative David Vieira of the 
3rd Barnstable District.

To be chosen by their 
high school as DAR Good 
Citizen, a student must 
demonstrate the four qual-
ities of dependability, ser-
vice, leadership and patrio-
tism.

Margaret Superneau, DAR Good Citizens Chair and Idalia, 
Victoria and Lemuel Gonzalez all of Wilbraham.

Minnechaug student honored as 
DAR Good Citizen for 2025

WILBRAHAM– The 
Food Bank of Western Mas-
sachusetts will host a live 
cooking demonstration at the 
Wilbraham Public Library 
on Monday, July 21 at 6 pm. 

In addition to discuss-
ing MyPlate, healthy eat-
ing guidelines, and learning 
how to make budget-friendly 
meals, attendees will also 
have the opportunity to sam-
ple the food prepared during 

the demonstration.
This event is free and 

open to the public. Registra-
tion is requested. Sign up at 
wilbrahamlibrary.org, or call 
the library at 413-596-6141. 

Food Bank to hold cooking demo at library
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THE DOCTORS ARE IN...
NOW NOW 

ACCEPTING ACCEPTING 
NEW PATIENTS!NEW PATIENTS!

Call our office 
to learn more 

about our practice

2207 Boston Road, Wilbraham  • 35 Turkey Hill Road, Suite 205, Belchertown
(413) 599-1201 • Fax: (413) 596-2940 • www.pamcares.com

Gary J. Nielan, M.D.
Thirza C. Lareau, M.D.
Amy C. Kasper, M.D.
Kimberly A. Dewey, M.D.
Kimberly J. Martins, M.D.
Priya S. Malik, M.D.
Julia Komatsu, M.D.

Melissa Maciborski, M.D.
Shatabdi Pinky, M.D.
Rachel McKenna, N.P.
Solmaz Masoudi, P.A.
Nicole Santos, LMHC
Rachel Kluk, MHC

2 Convenient 
Locations! Most Insurances Accepted

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

919 Meadow St., Chicopee
200 St. James Ave., Chicopee
410 Cooley St., Springfield

Under New OwnershipUnder New Ownership
Local Family BusinessLocal Family Business

RTNCRTNC
AUTOWASHAUTOWASH

“Come shine with us”

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

READY 
WHEN 
YOU 
ARE

WILBRAHAM  
2030 BOSTON ROAD 

 
Route 20 across from  
Home Depot & Big YFRESH, LOCAL, HEAT-AND-SERVE MEALS

you don’t get cast, don’t give 
up because that happened to 
me,” Potts said.

“If you mess up on your 
lines a lot, don’t beat yourself 
up about it because what I’ve 
learned--not just through the-
ater--but through life, better 
get over stuff quick instead of 
latching on to it,” Mutti said.

Fiona Johnson plays Jojo, 
one of the Whos, crediting her 
mom’s friend for letting her 
mom know about auditions 
for “Seussical Jr.”

Johnson has enjoyed re-
hearsals so far and the oppor-
tunity to meet the older kids.

“I’ve enjoyed it’s not just 
about the lead character. It’s 
about trying to help others 
and it’s more about not trying 
to say, ‘I’m the lead role, it’s 
all me.’ It’s more like, ‘Yes, 
I’m the lead role, but this is 
your scene, this is what you 
do,’” Johnson said.

She stressed how getting 
involved in community the-
ater is about bringing people 
together.

“When you bring people 
together, it kind of ignites 
the soul. It gives warmth and 
love, which makes it good for 
people to enjoy and it’s also 
really fun to just sit down and 
watch a production or even be 
in one,” Johnson said.

Rylee Santiago plays 
Wickersham #2 and also 
helped create the set pieces, 
sharing that she does commu-
nity theater every summer.

“I wanted to try some-
thing different at a different 
place from Exit 7 and I liked 
seeing how they do their other 

productions here because I’ve 
seen a couple and I really just 
wanted to try it out here be-
cause everyone seemed amaz-
ing,” Santiago said.

Santiago has also enjoyed 
the wide range of ages for the 
entire ensemble cast.

“I really like how even 
though you’re not exactly a 
principal character, you’re 
involved as much as every-
one else is and you play still 
an important role in the show 
in making it come together. 
That’s really nice,” Santiago 
said. “It’s fun to be able to 
watch the story as well as par-
take in it without having to be 
front and center.”

Santiago hopes audience 
members feel hopeful and 
laughing after seeing the 
show.

“Honestly, I like the feel-
ing of hope that the show 
brings. Like it lets you think, 
feel, ‘Oh, I can imagine some 

random place far away and 
it’ll be great,’” Santiago said. 
“Hope they leave with their 
stomachs hurting from laugh-
ing so much. That’s my goal.”

She also encouraged fu-
ture theater kids to get in-
volved no matter what role 
they play, on or off the stage.

“Really give your all. 
Whether you’re an ensemble 
member or principal, whether 
you like to be an actor, like to 
be on stage crew, just get in-
volved, give it your all,” San-
tiago said. “Bring your all in 
what you’re doing and you’re 
destined to have fun!”

Johnson hopes the com-
munity knows productions 
like this are possible through 
everyone coming together 
from the actors to the direc-
tors and helpers.

“I’d like them to know that 
if they’re watching this pro-
duction, just know it’s not just 
about one person. It’s about 

everyone and how everyone 
works together to be able to 
make this happen and all of 
the people who direct and 
help and even people who 
make the scenes,” Johnson 
said.

Santiago had this message 
for her fellow cast members 
and the directors.

“Keep doing amazing as 
you are. Everyone here has 
been amazing. It’s my first 
summer here and I do not 
want to stop going here. It’s 
amazing, everyone is great, 
every actor whether they’re in 
first grade or 10th or Noelle-
-our senior--everyone here is 
just amazing and they’ll keep 
on doing amazing things, I 
know it,” Santiago said.

Potts and Mutti also en-
courage the community to 
continue supporting local the-
ater.

“Support local community 
theater!” Potts said.

“Support the children in 
this production!” Mutti said.

To learn more about WUP 

and the Young United Play-
ers, visit www.wilbrahamu-
nitedplayers.org/.

SEUSSICAL from page 1

Cast members of the Young United Players rehearse a scene for 
“Seussical Jr.” 

Tess Mutti as Sour Kangaroo and Eleanor Sutter as Young 
Kangaroo in a scene for “Seussical Jr.”

Fiona Johnson, far left with her finger to the side of her head 
as Jojo, rehearses her scene with the Whos ensemble.

An action shot of the Jungle Citizens ensemble as they practice a scene from Act II of 
“Seussical Jr.”

In this scene, Quinn Mutti as Horton the Elephant is 
confronted by the Wickershams with crossed arms and 
sass. The Wickershams are played by Audriana Stasio, Rylee 
Santiago and Emmeline Galleroni.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

From the left, Ryan Deziel as Yertle, Cecelia Potts as Gertrude 
McFuzz and Quinn Mutti as Horton the Elephant rehearsing a scene. 
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. 50 percent
  5. Records electric 

currents 
  8. Charlize Theron 

flick “__ Flux”
 12. More frosty
 14. Disfigure
 15. Sky color
 16. A thoroughfare in a 

town or city
 18. Actress de Armas
 19. Spend time in a 

relaxed way
 20. California peak
 21. Lodging option
 22. Small amount of 

a thing
 23. Expresses sorrow
 26. Keeps an ear 

warm
 30. Babies (Spanish)
 31. A conceited and 

self-centered 
person

 32. No seats available
 33. Pouches

 34. Hip joints
 39. A place to bathe
 42. Evading
 44. Minute, one-celled 

unit
 46. Losing one’s hair
 47. A country in W 

Africa
 49. One point north of 

northeast
 50. Pointed end of a 

pen
 51. Extreme
 56. Norse 

personification of 
old age

 57. Doctors’ group
 58. Member of U.S. 

Navy
 59. Mens’ fashion 

accessories
 60. A way to allow
 61. Gloomy
 62. Grads wear one
 63. Between south 

and southeast
 64. Jaguarundi cat

CLUES DOWN
  1. Snakes do it
  2. Hormone
  3. The standard 

monetary unit of 
Turkey

  4. Fixed charges
  5. Electronic 

communication
  6. Artilleries
  7. “Strangers on a 

Train” actor Farley
  8. Burning
  9. Makes ecstatically 

happy
 10. Greek liqueurs
 11. Tropical Old World 

tree
 13. Someone who 

takes vengeance
 17. Style of cuisine
 24. Select
 25. Immunized against 

disease
 26. Old world, new
 27. Honorable title 

(Turkish)

 28. Court case: __ v. 
Wade

 29. Supervises 
interstate commerce 

 35. Not divisible by two
 36. Twelve
 37. Commentator 

Coulter
 38. Encourage
 40. Plumbing fixtures
 41. Early
 42. One point north of 

due east
 43. King of Thebes
 44. Short-tailed 

martens
 45. Impose a penalty on
 47. Consort of Poseidon
 48. A way to lessen
 49. Brooklyn hoops 

team
 52. Female of a horse
 53. Do as one is told
 54. A way to prepare 

meat
 55. Unit of 

measurement

Events&announcementsannouncements
scheduleschedule

Hampden Community Garden 
accepting plot reservations

HAMPDEN - Hampden Community Garden is now accept-
ing plot reservations for 2025. 

The 20’x20’ plots are tilled, staked, and ready for your 
flower and vegetable seeds and plants. For the $20 fee, garden-
ers will enjoy having water and hoses on site, ample parking 
and easy access. 

The garden is located beyond the parking lot at Green 
Meadows School on North Road. To secure your plot, contact 
Clark Kadis at ckadis13@gmail.com.

 Gardening is a family and friends activity with tasty and 
money saving rewards. Join us!

Civics Action Project
WILBRAHAM – Tegan Haluch, an eighth grader at Wil-

braham Middle School, is working on a civics action project 
called “Dangers to Be Aware of on Your Property.”

Do you know what kind of hazards might be on your 
property? Your backyard could cause injuries such as sprains, 
breaks and even death! 

You could trip in a broken sidewalk or even have a dead tree 
fall on your house during a storm. 

Here are some ways that you could help prevent injury:
Regularly check your trees for decay. Check for dead limbs 

or branches, browning, dust or powder. If you see signs of de-
cay, call a licensed professional to take a look.

Check your sidewalks and walkways for cracks that some-
one could trip on. Get cracks fixed and repaired.

Look for holes in your lawn that you could fall in. If you 
find any holes, fill them in!

Put all chemicals in proper holding containers and store in a 
safe place that little children and pets can’t get to.

Created by Tegan Haluch
You can contact me at thaluch2011@gmail.com.

Hampden Transfer Station 
Sticker Sales

HAMPDEN - The Hampden Selectmen voted on April 
28,2025 to increase the price of the Transfer Station permits. 

The increase will start May 23, 2025.
For Seniors over 65 the price will be $40 for the first permit 

and $20 for any additional permits for those residents meeting 
those criteria and car registered to that person or person.

For those residents that are under 65 the cost is $70 for the 
first permit and $35 for any additional permits for those resi-
dents meeting the criteria.

The Transfer Station is located at Cross Road.
Hampden Board of Health and Selectmen

Holyoke Community College 
announces Spring 2025 Dean’s List

College Notes

Area residents named to dean’s 
list for the Spring 2025 semester 
at Quinnipiac University 

HAMDEN, Connecticut - The following area students 
were named to the dean’s list for the Spring 2025 semes-
ter at Quinnipiac University:

To qualify for the dean’s list, students must earn a 
grade point average of at least 3.5 with no grade lower 
than C. Full-time students must complete at least 14 cred-
its in a semester, with at least 12 credits that have been 
graded on a letter grade basis to be eligible. Part-time stu-
dents must complete at least six credits during a semester. 
Names followed by an asterisk denotes with honors.

Wilbraham, MA 
Aelan Lisowski* 
Andrew O’Toole

Fairfield University congratulates 
Spring 2025 Dean List 

FAIRFIELD, Conn. (June 13, 2025) - The following 
Fairfield University student(s) received Deans List Hon-
ors for the Spring 2025 semester.  

In order to be placed on the Dean’s List, students must 
have completed a minimum of 12 credit hours in a semes-
ter, have no outstanding or incomplete grades for that se-
mester, and have attained a semester grade point average 
of 3.50 or better.

University of Minnesota Duluth 
(UMD) Announces Dean’s List 
for Spring Semester 2025

DULUTH, Minn. - The University of Minneso-
ta Duluth (UMD) has announced its Dean’s List for 
Spring Semester 2025. Students on the Dean’s List 
have achieved a grade point average of 3.50 or higher 
while earning a minimum of 12 letter-graded credits.

The four colleges within UMD are:
•	 College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences 

(CAHSS)
•	 College of Education and Human Service Profes-

sions (CEHSP)
•	 Labovitz School of Business and Economics 

(LSBE)
•	 Swenson College of Science and Engineering 

(SCSE)
Wilbraham, MA

 Marykate O’Brien, SR, Labovitz School of Bus 
& Econ, Business Analytics B B A; Marketing

HOLYOKE - Holyoke Community College is proud 
to recognize the students who earned Dean’s List hon-
ors for the Spring 2025 semester. Each term, HCC rec-
ognizes superior scholarship through the Dean’s List. A 
student is placed on the Dean’s List if their G.P.A. is 3.2 
or higher. The students listed below have earned Dean’s 
List honors for the Spring 2025 term.

Hampden:
Korey Alfred Colglazier, Adelaide Fay, Ava Pauline 

Humphrey, Kathleen Scarlett O’Donnell, Adam Ed-
ward Poulin, Amy M. Scott, Sara Rose Underwood.

Wilbraham:
Liam George Colclough, Gavin Linehan Connors, 

Mia Yareisha Figueroa, Rebecca L. Guertin, Chris-
tian James Londono, Mariah Maggie Mahabir, James 
George Martine, Sophia Pearce, Olivia Catherine 
Picard, Corey William Sharpe, Jason Nicholas Sutter, 
Aaron Treat, Dax Trial.

 

CLEMSON, SC - Taryn Grozio of Wilbraham has 
been named to Clemson University’s Dean’s List for 
the Spring 2025 semester. 

To meet eligibility requirements for the 
Dean’s  List, a student must be enrolled full-time 
and earn a GPA of 3.5  for the semester.This sum-
mer, Taryn is thrilled to be working as a Commercial 
Lending Intern at PeoplesBank while also taking four 
classes. 

Taryn is on track to graduate a year early and is 
a rising senior in the Honors College majoring in Fi-
nancial Management with an emphasis area in Real 
Estate and a double minor in Accounting and Entre-
preneurship. 

Clemson University Dean’s List

Hampden, MA 
 Ty Cosenzi 

 Joseph Hackett 
 Olivia Knode 

 Lena Sotiropoulos 

Wilbraham, MA 
 Rose Caltabiano 
 Anna O’Keefe 

 Vivian Tranghese

MONSON - Monson 
Savings Bank continues 
to demonstrate its unwav-
ering commitment to the 
communities it serves by 
supporting the next gener-
ation of leaders in Western 
Mass. This year, the Bank 
proudly awarded $28,000 
in scholarships to 14 grad-
uating seniors from local 
high schools in recognition 
of their academic achieve-
ments and community ded-
ication.

The 2025 Monson Sav-
ings Bank Scholarship Cer-
emony took place on June 
10 at the Bank’s Corporate 
Office in Monson. Schol-
arship recipients and their 
loved ones were welcomed 
for a celebratory recep-
tion, where they enjoyed 
refreshments and had the 
opportunity to connect with 
Monson Savings Bank team 
members. Each student re-
ceived a scholarship check 
along with a small gift as 
they prepare to embark on 
their higher education jour-
neys.

As in past years, Mon-
son Savings Bank awarded 
$2,000 scholarships to 14 
recipients. This year’s re-
cipients were:

East Longmeadow
 High School

Gabriella Illingsworth
Jacob Miller

Michael Mendrala

Minnechaug Regional 
High School

Isabelle Manning
Quinn Symington
Sofia Villanueva
Monson High School
Molly Szado
Nevaeh Chiacchia
Nicholas DeCasse
Olivia Chrzan
Tyler Labonte

Ware Junior/
Senior High School
Chelsea Foley
Philip Orszulak
Shelby Hogan
During the event, Mon-

son Savings Bank President 
and CEO Dan Moriarty, 
along with EVP and COO 
Michael Rouette, addressed 
the scholarship recipients 
and their families. Moriar-
ty praised the students for 
their perseverance and aca-
demic commitment, stating:

“Everyone at Monson 
Savings Bank is incredibly 
proud of these students. 
Their hard work, resilience, 
and enthusiasm inspire us 
all. We are thrilled to pro-
vide financial support to 
help launch them into the 
next phase of their journey.”

Rouette echoed Moriar-
ty’s sentiments, emphasiz-
ing the Bank’s ongoing role 
in supporting local students 
well beyond graduation:

“This is just the begin-
ning for these remarkable 
young individuals. We hope 
they continue to follow their 
dreams, and we’re always 
here as a trusted partner in 
their financial lives and be-
yond.”

To learn more about 
Monson Savings Bank’s 
continued commitment 
to the community, please 
visit: https://www.mon-
sonsavings.bank/connect/
our-community/our-com-
munity-commitment.html.

At the Monson Savings Bank scholarship reception, 
attending recipients were awarded their scholarships by 
Dan Moriarty, President & CEO (left), and Michael Rouette, 
EVP & COO (right).

Monson Savings Bank 
awards $28,000 
in scholarships

Thayer Academy 
Middle School 
Third Term 
Honor Rolls

BRAINTREE - Thayer 
Academy in Braintree - an 
independent coed day school 
for grades 5-12 - recently an-
nounced its Middle School 
grades 5-8 Honor rolls for its 
Third Term. Students include:

From Wilbraham: 
High Honors
Solwazi Browne-Vargas

WILBRAHAM– Two 
paint and sip classes will be 
held at the Wilbraham Pub-
lic Library on Tuesday, July 
15. Erin Boughamer of Paint 
Sip Fun will instruct teens in 
grades 6-12 at 1:30 p.m. and 
adults ages 18+ at 5 p.m. in 
painting two unique designs 
on glass. No experience is 
necessary, all supplies will 

be provided, and each partic-
ipant will take their complet-
ed artwork home.

Registration for each 
class is required and space 
is limited. Registration for 
teens begins June 21, and 
registration for adults begins 
July 1. To sign up, please 
contact the library at 413-
596-6141, or visit the Event 

Calendar at www.wilbra-
hamlibrary.org. These pro-
grams are sponsored in part 
by the Wilbraham Friends of 
the Library, and by a grant 
from the Wilbraham Cultural 
Council, a local agency sup-
ported by the Mass Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

Paint Sip Fun for teens & adults 
at the Wilbraham Public Library
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WILBRAHAM – The 6-4 Wilbraham 
Falcons American Legion baseball team 
has just a couple of weeks left in their reg-
ular season and are looking to finish up 
strong. Last week, the Falcons did get two 
games in, defeating Westfield by an 8-7 
score. They would lose to Belchertown 9-7 
on Wednesday, July 2 at Wilbraham. This 
season, Wilbraham is including players 
from Ludlow, which lost its Legion team 
last year.

Falcons with more games to make up

Garrett Piemonte hurls to the plate.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Peter Lagone fields a grounder.

Luke Stejna, of Ludlow, fields the bouncing ball.

Mason Morace, of Ludlow, makes a 
throw to first.

Jake Santos 
throws to 
first.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—After win-
ning the USL D-3Pro League 
championship title in 1999, 
the Western Mass. Pioneers 
only qualified for the playoffs 
five times during the next 20 
years.

Since joining USL League 
Two in 2019, the Pioneers 
have qualified for the playoffs 

each season.
The Pioneers clinched a 

berth in this year’s playoffs 
following a 5-0 win over the 
Albany Rush before a large 
gathering at historic Lusita-
no Stadium, last Wednesday 
night.

“This is the sixth time in 
a row that we’ve made the 
playoffs,” said Pioneers head 
coach Federico Molinari, 
who’s been coaching the 

men’s squad since 2012. “I 
think it’s a very good accom-
plishment for the club. We 
need to win our last two reg-
ular season games to have a 
chance to finish in first place.”

The Pioneers (9-1-2), who 
have finished in second place 
in the league standings during 
the past three years, are bat-
tling Vermont Green FC (9-
0-2) for the top spot in the 
Northeast Division table.

“We accomplished one of 
our goals tonight by clinching 
a playoff berth,” said Pioneers 
midfielder Augustine Boadi. 
“We’re now trying to win the 
league title.”

The Pioneers were sched-
uled to play a road match 
against the New England FC 
on Monday night before clos-
ing out the regular season by 
hosting the boys from Ver-
mont on Friday night. 

The Vermont Green won 
the first meeting of this sea-
son between the two squads, 
2-0, which took place in front 
of 2,500 enthusiastic soccer 
fans at Virtue Field located 
on the University of Vermont 
campus on June 17.

When Vermont made the 
three-hour trip south on Rte. 
91 to Lusitano Stadium a year 
ago, they clinched a playoff 
berth with a 3-1 win over the 

Pioneers in the regular season 
finale. It was the Pioneers, 
who had already locked up a 
playoff berth, only home loss 
of the 2024 campaign.

Entering last Wednesday’s 
match, Albany (2-9-1) had 
never defeated the Pioneers 
since they joined USL League 
Two in 2022. 

Western Mass. Pioneers punch playoff tickets with victory

LUDLOW – The New England Mutiny, 
which gathers talent from all over the region 
to play its home matches at Ludlow’s Lusita-
no Stadium, recently wrapped up its regular 
season, including an impromptu 12-0 win over 
the Worcester Fuel. The Mutiny’s short season 
will lead them to the playoffs, which are likely 
to take place on the road this year. The Mutiny 
have hosted playoffs at Luistano in the past.

Mutiny closes out regular season

Maddy Theriault, a Palmer graduate, corrals the ball.

Turley photos by David Henry www.
sweetdogphotos.com

Mila Dillard, of Chicopee, 
heads down the field.

Agawam’s Hope Santaniello fights for possession 
of the ball.

Samantha Breton, of Chicopee, tries to 
fake out an opponent.

Avery 
Klingensmith, 
of 
Belchertown, 
tries to get a 
pass away.

Bella 
Santaniello, 
gets in 
the action 
for the 
Worcester 
Fuel during 
a recent 
matchup 
with the 
Mutiny.

Please see PIONEERS,
 page 12
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HOLYOKE - On First Re-
sponders’ Day at MacKenzie 
Stadium last Sunday, where 
members of the Holyoke Fire 
and Police Departments were 
honored, the Valley Blue Sox 
narrowly fell to the visiting 
Danbury Westerners 8-7.

The Westerners quick-
ly jumped in front, as cen-
terfielder Garrett Larsen 
launched a home run over 
the left field wall during the 
game’s first at-bat.

The early offense set the 
tone for a game that show-
cased nine lead changes and 
ties.

Sunday’s back-and-forth 
battle came to a head when 
Danbury extended their lead 
on a Grayson Sparr RBI dou-
ble in the eighth inning. That 
run proved to be the differ-
ence, as Danbury edged out 
an 8-7 win.

“We’re going to continue 
to stay on the offensive at-
tack,” said Blue Sox manager 

Endy Morales. 
“We’re staying right there. 

I think mentality, we just 
got to continue to put good 
swings on balls. We played 
better defense today, so as 
long as we continue to stay 
forward and move forward, I 
think we’ll be fine.”

Valley tallied 11 hits in the 
loss. Nick Spaventa picked 
up three hits and two RBI in 
five appearances. Sebastian 
Mexico had a two hit per-
formance, adding two RBI. 
Michael Elko added the oth-
er multi-hit outing for Valley, 
while Rees Kozar and Wyatt 
Hunt earned RBIs. 

Danbury’s Aidan Para-
dine went three for three with 
an RBI. Left fielder Michael 
Iannazzo produced two RBI 
from two hits, and Gavin 
Donohue collected two runs, 
a hit and an RBI from four 
plate appearances. Sparr and 
Larsen had two hits apiece.

Kenan Elarton started for 

Danbury and Andrew Koshy 
earned the win in relief. 
Harper McLendon was given 
the loss. Teo Spadaccini got 
credit for the save.

Valley falls to a record of 
11-13. Danbury improves to a 
9-13 record on the season.

After an off day tomorrow, 
the Blue Sox enter a stretch 
in which they will play six 
games over the course of five 
days.

“It’s going to take every-
body,” said Morales. “This is 
why we have the wonderful 
resources of Adam Feit and 
the [training] facility, and tak-
ing advantage of the off days. 
We have all these resources 
so that we can withhold a 
stretch like that. It’s going to 
take every single guy, not just 
to look ahead, but to attack 
the game that’s right in front 
of us. I think we’ll be just fine 
if we do that.”

Blue Sox edged by Danbury Westerners

HUDSON, N.H. - Joey 
Polewarczyk left no doubt 
Sunday night as to who 
holds the home track advan-
tage at Hudson Speedway.

The Hudson, N.H., na-
tive and 2020 Granite State 
Pro Stock Series champion, 
led every lap en route to his 
second straight victory in 
the series’ annual Gate City 
Classic 100.

Only a pre-race redraw 
could keep “Joey Pole” 
from starting on the pole, as 
the veteran clocked in fast-
est in time trials but redrew 
second. Two-time GSPSS 
champ Joey Doiron led the 
field to green, but Pole-
warczyk nosed out front be-
fore the field even reached 
turn one. 

Polewarczyk and Doiron 
showed the way for the first 
nine laps, until Bobby Frap-
pier nosed into the turn-
three concrete to bring out 
the evening’s first caution 
flag. On the restart, Pole-
warczyk reasserted himself 
out front, keeping Doiron 
at arm’s length but setting a 
brisk pace around the high-
banked quarter-mile.

While the two veterans 
held firm out front, former 
Hudson winner Angelo Bel-
sito diced for third with re-
cent winner Evan Beaulieu 
and first-time starter Connor 
McDougal. Eddie MacDon-
ald lingered in the distance, 
cracking the top five by 
halfway as he gave Belsito 
fits for fourth.

Polewarczyk and Doiron 
were well ahead of the pack 
when Cory Casagrande ran 
up on a slower car in heavy 
traffic, sending the car for a 
spin and drawing a yellow 
flag with 25 laps to go.

Once again, the lead duo 
took off from the field, but 
the battle for third heated 
up as “The Outlaw” cleared 
Belsito, then Beaulieu, to 

claw his way toward the po-
dium. Belsito and Beaulieu 
quickly found their hands 
full with a charging Casa-
grande and Cole Robie, both 
trying to make up for lost 
time in the closing laps.

But not even Doiron 
could chase down Pole-
warczyk, who gapped 
Doiron by nearly half a sec-
ond on the way to his fourth 
GSPSS win at his home 
track.

Doiron’s runner-up re-
sult was his best-ever finish 
at Hudson, the track where 
he last finished a GSPSS 
race outside the top ten back 
in 2020.

MacDonald brought car 
owner Dale Drew’s No. 50 
home in third, with Beaulieu 
close on his heels in fourth. 
Robie finished fifth, giv-
ing the young hard charger 
three top-five runs to open 
the season.

Casagrande was sixth 
after an early exit one week 
ago at Speedway 95, while 
Belsito slipped all the way to 
seventh in the home stretch. 
Frankie Eldredge had his 
best GSPSS performance 
yet with an eighth-place 
finish, while McDougal and 
Josh St. Clair rounded out 
the top ten.

Polewarczyk’s ninth 
GSPSS win elevates the 
36-year-old to second on the 
series’ all-time win list be-
hind D.J. Shaw. His home-
track mastery has played a 
big part; only once in five 
GSPSS appearances at Hud-
son has Polewarczyk not 
parked in the winner’s cir-
cle.

The GSPSS teams have 
a week off to celebrate In-
dependence Day before re-
turning to action on Friday, 
July 11 at Claremont Mo-
torsports Park, kicking off a 
four-week midsummer trek 
through New Hampshire.

Polewarczyk grabs win 
at Hudson Speedway

Registration 
open for 
3v3 soccer 
jamboree

BELCHERTOWN – 
The Third  Annual Julia’s 
3v3 Soccer Jamboree is 
scheduled to be held at 
the State Street Fields in 
Belchertown  on August 
16th, 2025. The annual 
event is held in memory of 
13-year-old Julia Haynes 
who passed away in 
March of 2023 following 
a battle with brain cancer. 
All of the funds the Jam-
boree raises benefit the Ju-
lia Haynes Scholarship 
Fund, which is a 501(c)(3) 
founded by four of Julia’s 
classmates.

The first two 
events  hosted more 
than 60 teams, each 
year,  in grades 3 through 
high school for the all-day 
event bracket  which also 
featured food trucks, raffle 
and dunk tank.

Registration is open 
until July 20 and  is $100 
per team for up to four 
players and includes an 
event t shirt. There is also 
a new bracket for class 
of 2022 - 2025 partici-
pants. There will again 
be food trucks, a DJ and 
some fun activities for at-
tendees including a raffle. 
Those interested in regis-
tering a team, becoming 
a volunteer,  sponsor or 
donating to the raffle  can 
get more details on the @
julias3v3jamboree Insta-
gram or Julia’s 3v3 Soc-
cer Jamboree  Facebook 
pages or through Runsig-
nup:  https://runsignup.
com/Race/MA/Belcher-
town/Julias3v3Soccer-
Jamboree 

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
are proud to announce the 
return of the T-Birds Com-
munity Caravan, with sup-
port from MassMutual, 
marking the third an-
nual summer 
tour de-
signed to 
bring the 
exci tement 
of Thunder-
birds hockey 
to communi-
ties across the 
region.

This year’s Caravan will 
include three stops through-
out the Greater Springfield 
area during the summer 
months, continuing the ini-
tiative’s mission to keep the 
T-Birds top-of-mind in the 
offseason while deepening 
the team’s connection to local 
families and fans. This sum-
mer’s Caravan dates are as 
follows:

 • Saturday, July 19 - Son-
ny’s Place, Somers, CT - 10 
a.m. to 12 p.m.

• Saturday, August 9 - 
Amelia Park Ice Arena, West-
field - 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. *

*The Westfield Commu-
nity Caravan will also fea-
ture the annual T-Birds Street 
Hockey Tournament on the 
outdoor deck hockey court 
at Amelia Park. The Street 
Hockey Tournament features 

teams of players ages 9-12. 
To register your team, click 
here. 

“After a fantastic continu-
ation of the program 
last summer, we’re 

thrilled to bring 
back the 

C a r -
a v a n 

a n d 
k e e p 

building on 
its success,” 
said Thun-
d e r b i r d s 

President Nathan Costa. 
“We’re equally excited to 
welcome back MassMutual 
as a partner and thank them 
for embracing our mission of 
being champions in the com-
munity beyond the Thunder-
dome.”

Each free-to-attend event 
will feature appearances by 
Thunderbirds mascot Boom-
er, team staff, and a lively 
mix of interactive games, 
street hockey, family-friendly 
activities, and local vendors. 
Fans can also enjoy delicious 
food options, with each Cara-
van date spotlighting a local 
nonprofit beneficiary, helping 
to raise awareness and sup-
port for impactful community 
organizations.

“We’re delighted to sup-
port the Springfield Thun-
derbirds not only on the ice 
but also throughout the local 

community,” said  Dennis 
Duquette, head of community 
responsibility at MassMutual 
and president of the Mass-
Mutual Foundation.  “Their 
caravan provides terrific ac-
tivities for local kids and fam-
ilies, and we’re proud to be a 
part of it.”

The Springfield edition of 
the Caravan will be collect-
ing donations benefiting The 
Gray House. Among the re-
quested items are baby food, 
diapers and wipes, school 
supplies, and non-perishable 
food items. The Thunderbirds 
will also be hosting food 
drives at the July and August 
Caravan stops. The July Car-
avan at Sonny’s Place will 
benefit the Enfield Food Shelf 
in Connecticut, while the Au-
gust Caravan in Westfield will 
collect items for the Westfield 
Food Pantry.

Additional information 
for all Community Caravans 
will be released in the coming 
weeks via the Thunderbirds’ 
website and social media 
channels.

For more information on 
upcoming events, including 
the Community Caravan, stay 
tuned to the T-Birds on social 
media @ThunderbirdsAHL, 
or visit the Community Tab 
on www.SpringfieldThunder-
birds.com.

T-Birds bringing back Caravan

The Pioneers, who de-
feated the Rush, 6-0, on May 
19, put the second meeting 
out of reach by scoring four 
goals in the first half.

“Building a large first 
half lead allowed us to relax 
a little bit in the second half,” 
Molinari said. “We played 
very well tonight.”     

The Rush have gone 0-7-
1 since celebrating back-to-
back victories against Black 
Rock and Boston City FC at 
the end of May. Any hopes 
they might’ve had about up-
setting the Pioneers didn’t 
last very long.

The home team took a 
1-0 lead following a corner 
kick goal in the ninth min-
ute.

Defender Gustavo Bar-
bosa booted the ball into 
the box from the right cor-
ner. Then Boadi sent a pass 
to forward Jose Bustamante 
who tapped the ball into the 
net past Albany goalie James 
Joyce. 

A little more than ten 
minutes later, Matt Cence, 
who’s also a midfielder, de-
livered a crossing pass from 
the right wing into the box. 
Boadi finished off the play 

by scoring his first goal of 
the season.

“I’ve been on a goal 
drought for a long time,” 
Boadi said. “I’ve been work-
ing very hard, and it feels 
very nice to finally score a 
couple of goals, especially in 
front of the home crowd. You 
can’t ask for anything better 
than that.”

Cence and Boadi hooked 
up again in the 24th minute. 
This time, Boadi blasted a 
shot into the upper right cor-
ner of the net.

While Cence and Boadi 
are teammates during the 
summer, they’ll be opposing 
each other at the beginning 
of September. 

Boadi, who’s one of the 
Pioneers veteran players, is 
also a member of the men’s 
soccer team at Bryant Uni-
versity, while Cence plays at 
UMass-Amherst.

Aidan Kelly, who’s the 
Pioneers captain and de-
fender, is also a member of 
the Minutemen men’s soccer 
team 

The two college soccer 
teams are scheduled to meet 
each other in a non-confer-
ence match in Amherst on 
September 6.  

“It’s always a lot of fun 
playing your summer team-

mates during the college 
soccer season,” said Boadi, 
who would like to play for a 
professional soccer team af-
ter graduating from college 
next year. “I’m hoping that 
we can win our game against 
UMass. We talk about it all 
the time and I’m really look-
ing forward to that match.  

Cence is a first-year 
member of the Western 
Mass. squad.

“I’m thankful for coach 
Molinari allowing me to join 
the team this year,” Cence 
said. “It has been a great ex-
perience and the guys on the 
team are awesome.”

Cence also assisted on 
the Pioneers’ fourth goal, 
which was scored by mid-
fielder Robbie Lyons in the 
34th minute.

The Pioneers had several 
more scoring chances during 
the second half.

Bustamante netted his 
second goal of the match 
during the 82nd minute. De-
fender Alejandro Carrillo 
was credited with the assist.  

Goalie Alan Horrocks 
only had to make a couple 
of save in recording the Pi-
oneers sixth shutout of the 
season. 

PIONEERS from page 11

Following up on the re-
sounding success of its inau-
gural campaign, the Quabbin 
Valley Baseball League, an 
over-28 adult baseball league 
will hold its second Fall 
League this September and 
October.

Seeking to create a sim-
ilar competition environ-
ment to its spring/summer 
league, Quabbin Valley, with 
contributions from the Val-
ley Wheel Over-28 Baseball 
League, created a four-team 
fall league last year featuring 
the Braves, Dodgers, Cardi-
nals, and Twins.

Those same four teams 
are set to return and each 
team tends to have openings 
on them. Additionally, the 

league is open to welcoming 
more teams in to the league if 
it finds enough interest.

While the fall league 
schedule is still under con-
struction, it will mostly fea-
ture Sunday morning games 
played with wood-bat only, 
which is customary for fall 
baseball. There could be 
some Saturday games added 
to the schedule depending on 
the completion of the spring/
summer season as well as to 
makeup rainouts, potentially. 
Games are nine-innings long 
and there is a small playoff 
and championship held at the 
end of the season. Last year’s 
fall season was eight games 
and that is the goal for this 
year. Free and low-cost fields 

are used as well as just one 
umpire in an effort to keep the 
costs lower for players. The 
cost to play will likely range 
from $40 to $60 for the eight-
game schedule. Players from 
outside the Quabbin League 
may also pay a small fee for 
insurance as well.

An interest/registration 
form, will be forthcoming 
soon, but until then, to ex-
press interest in the league, 
you can email the coordina-
tors of the league at either 
GScibelli22@yahoo.com or 
ikhandfield@gmail.com.

Scheduled and team place-
ment for unaffiliated players 
will be finalized in mid-to-
late August. Please join in the 
fun this fall.

Quabbin Valley Baseball League set 
to host second over-28 fall league

SPRINGFIELD - The 
Massachusetts Legislature has 
formally approved a new set 
of Joint Rules, marking a sig-
nificant step toward making 
the state’s lawinaking process 
more accessible, transparent, 
and efficient for all residents.

The newly adopted Joint 
Rules, which govern the pro-
cedures for legislative collab-
oration between the House 

and Senate, reflect months of 
negotiation and input from 
legislators, advocates, and the 
public. The changes are de-
signed to streamline legisla-
tive operations, promote time-
ly consideration of bills, and 
increase public engagement in 
the democratic process.

“These Joint Rules are 
about building a Legislature 
that works better for the peo-

ple of Massachusetts,” said 
Representative Puppolo, “We 
are committed to ensuring 
that the voices of residents are 
heard, that bills receive fair 
and transparent consideration, 
and that government operates 
with greater accountability.”

Key updates to the Joint 
Rules include:

Enhanced Transparency: 
Measures to increase public 

access to legislative hearings, 
including expanded remote 
participation options.

Streamlined Timelines: 
Clearer deadlines for commit-
tee action, helping to avoid 
bottlenecks and ensure bills 
move through the legislative 
process efficiently.

Improved Accessibility: 
Tools and protocols to ensure 
residents across the Common-

wealth, regardless of location 
or ability, can engage with the 
legislative process.

The approval of these rules 
represents a collaborative ef-
fort by legislative leaders to 
modernize operations and 
respond to calls for a more 
open, responsive government.

“We’ve heard from con-
stituents across the state who 
want a government that is eas-

ier to engage with and more 
accountable to the people,” 
added Representative Puppo-
lo. “These Joint Rules are a 
meaningful step in that direc-
tion.”

The new Joint Rules take 
effect immediately and will 
guide the legislative process 
for the remainder of the cur-
rent session.

Rep. Angelo J. Puppolo Jr. announces Joint Rules, ushering in more accessible, efficient lawmaking
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Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR
GREAT SERVICE

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm

Sun. closed

2 Convenient 
Locations

413-736-5476  •  parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

Ask about 
special pricing 

for first 
responders

15% OFF 
DRY CLEANING 

when you 
pre-pay!

413-244-1943
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

Affordable Waste SolutionsAffordable Waste Solutions
Your Hometown Provider for 

Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades
New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 • www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,  
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and 

everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

A specialty shop offering a wonderful variety of fine wines, 
craft beers - domestic & imported, sake, soju, mead, ciders 

and a nice selection of non-alcoholic beers & wines.
6 Burt Lane, Wilbraham (In the rear of the building)

413-279-1252
Open Mon.-Wed. 11am-8pm • Thurs. & Fri. 11am-10pm

Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 11am-7pm

• A wonderful variety of fine wines  
& craft beers - domestic & imported

• Unexpected offerings like sake, ciders, soju, 
mead honey wines & specialty soft drinks

• Gourmet foods like Greek olive oils, 
 balsamic vinegars, olives, pastas, 
 sauces & pasta dinner kits

6 Burt Lane, Wilbraham (In the rear of the building)  413-279-1252
Open Mon.-Wed. 11am-8pm • Thurs. & Fri. 11am-10pm • Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 11am-7pm

An exciting new specialty shop in the heart of Wilbraham!

Stop in and browse our selections, we look forward to meeting you!

MIX & MATCH BOTTLES OF WINE
 12 pk - 15% OFF • 6 pk - 10% OFF

Create Your Own 4 pk of Craft Beers!

Awarded 
First Place for 

“Outstanding Wine” 
at the 

ERC5 Feast 
In The East

SENIORS

Crafts with Kim
Scrapbooking Class 

Tuesdays, from 10 a.m. to 
12 noon 

Please bring 7-8 photo-
graphs, scissors, a tape run-
ner, and any stickers you may 
wish to use.

Kim will provide scrap-
booking paper and all the 
tools necessary to make your 
book gift-worthy. 

Cost is $10 per class. 
Sunflower Basket 

Arrangement 
Tuesday, July 8th from 1 

to 3 p.m. 
Cost is $15 per project. All 

materials are provided. 
Beehive Sunflower 

Wreath 
Tuesday, July 22 from 1 to 

3 p.m.
Cost is $25 per project. All 

materials provided. 
Projects are on display in 

the lobby. 
Please call 566-5588 to 

reserve your spot. Space is 
limited. 

NEW CLASS! 
Ballroom Dance for 

Balance and Longevity! 
8-week session, July 10 to 

Aug. 28 
Thursdays, from 2 to 3 

p.m. 
Social dance classes, led 

by Amy Villalobos-Schold, a 
skilled occupational therapist. 
Focused on strengthening, 
stability, and modifications… 
so you can dance! Beginners 
and singles welcome! 

Cost is $60 per person for 
the 8-week session if paid in 
full or $10 for drop-ins. 

Please call 566-5588 to re-
serve your spot. 

D & R Farm, Summer 
Farm Share

Pick-up is on Wednesday, 
July 16 at 9:30 a.m.

Free with SNAP/HIP if 
you qualify New applications 
for Summer Farm Share are 
required.

If you do not qualify for 
SNAP/HIP, you may pur-
chase a share for $20 cash 
each month. 

Please let us know if you 
need your shares delivered.

Ice Cream Social sponsored 
by Vantage at Hampden 

Friday, July 18 at 12:30 
p.m.

Join us for ice cream com-
plete with whipped cream, 
sprinkles, and a cherry on top! 

Also joining us will be the 
newly crowned Ms. Massa-
chusetts in the Senior Ameri-
ca Pageant, Laura Hicks! 

This is a FREE event, but 
we need to know that you’re 
coming. Please call 566-5588 
to sign up. 

Learn how to use a 
Grocery Store App on 

your Smartphone 
Tuesday, July 22 at 10:45 

a.m. 
Dale Schroyer from Ev-

eryday Tech Support 
will give a presentation on 

how to use a Big Y or Stop 
& Shop grocery app on your 
smartphone. 

Save money, and learn 
how to clip coupons that are 
only available when using the 
app. 

This is a FREE presenta-
tion. Please call 566-5588 to 
reserve a seat. 

A Visit from the 
Hampden Assessors: Real 

Estate Tax Exemptions 
Wednesday, July 23 at 

10:30 a.m. 
Please call 566-5588 to let 

us know you are coming to 
the presentation. 

The Town of Hampden 
offers Real Estate Tax Ex-
emptions for those who qual-
ify. Applications are currently 
being accepted by the Asses-
sor’s Office for FY2026. The 
deadline to apply for an ex-
emption is April 1. 

Please contact the Asses-
sor’s Office for more infor-
mation at (413) 566-2151 ext. 
106. 

The Assessor’s office 
hours are Monday–Thursday 
from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. 

Ukulele with Amy 
New Students Welcome
The current session con-

tinues through July 28. Drop-
ins are welcome!

The NEW 8-week session 
will begin on Monday, Aug. 

18.
Beginner Ukulele – Mon-

days, 12:15 to 1:15 p.m. 
Advanced Ukulele – Mon-

days, 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
Cost is $50 for the session 

if paid in full or $7.00 per 
class for drop-in students. 

Please pay cash or make 
checks payable to: Friends of 
Hampden Senior Citizens

Please call 566-5588 to re-
serve your spot now.

Choral Group
Are you interested in sing-

ing in a choral group? Please 
let us know by calling 566-
5588.

Living Stronger…
 Longer… with Lamar 
Moore – New Students 

Welcome.
Tuesdays, 2:15 to 3 p.m.
The current session ends 

July 15. The new session 
starts on July 22. 

Drop-ins welcome! Class-
es in July are on the 8,15, 22, 
and 29. 

Learn about balance and 
how it impacts your over-
all health and wellness. Get 
tips on strength training and 
cardiovascular endurance to 
increase mobility and flexi-
bility. 

Cost is $50 per session 
or $6 per class for drop-ins. 
Please call 566-5588 to re-
serve your spot.

“African Drumming” 
with Jason – New Students 

Welcome
14-week session through 

Aug. 1. (No class on 7/4.)
Fridays, 2:15 to 3:15 p.m. 
Cost is $7 per class for 

drop-ins. Please call 566-
5588 to reserve your spot. 

Lobby Learning Program 
Don’t have time to come 

in and sit for a long presenta-
tion? We understand! Lobby 
Learning welcomes business-
es and organizations to pro-
vide you with helpful infor-
mation. You are welcome to 
stop in to pick up information 
and speak one-on-one with 
representatives in the senior 
center lobby and stay for as 
long as you need to get your 

questions answered. Perhaps 
there is an organization you 
would like us to welcome? 
Please let us know. 

• Thursday, July 10; 9:30 
to 11 a.m.: Trinity Health 
Mercy LIFE

• Friday, July 24; 9:15 to 
11 a.m.: Everyday Tech Sup-
port

Do you have Parkinson’s 
Disease or know someone 

who does? 
Mondays from 9 to 10 

a.m.
PWR! Moves Group Ex-

ercise Classes with Lisa Kern, 
OT, Reiki Master| Holistic 
Therapist 

A Parkinson-specific ex-
ercise class that “makes func-
tion, exercise” to keep you 
moving and doing more of 
what you want to do! As you 
practice, you will be chal-
lenged physically and cogni-
tively while working on fit-
ness goals: strength, balance, 
agility, aerobics, and flexibil-
ity. 

Exercises are designed to 
improve your fitness, counter-
act your PD symptoms, and 
increase your daily activity. 
This whole-body function-fo-
cused exercise class will push 
you to do more than you think 
you can in a fun, empowering, 
and enriched environment!

Cost is $10.00 per class. 
Please call 566-5588 to reg-
ister.

Common Threads Led by 
Joan Tompkins, PhD 
Mondays, from 12:30 to 

1:30 p.m.
Come join our friendly 

group…  We share memories 
and learn new coping skills 
on how to deal with loss, 
loneliness, and adapting to 
life changes. 

  Please call 566-5588 to 
let us know you’re coming. 
There is no charge to join this 
group. All are welcome. 

 
“Come What May” Bou-

tique... is open in our lobby 
for all to shop during normal 
business hours, 

Monday through Friday, 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

We accept donations of 
new or gently used clothing, 

outerwear, accessories, and 
footwear.

All proceeds from Bou-
tique sales will benefit the 
needs of the Senior Center.

Help us stock our shelves 
with toothpaste

Thank you to those who 
donated dish soap last month. 
Every month, we will target a 
different item to help fill our 
shelves to provide non-food 
items to SNAP recipients.

Did you know we offer the 
following services…. 
FREE Blood Pressure 

Clinic – Walk-in 9:15 a.m. to 
10:45 a.m.

Tuesdays with Ann Mag-
gio, RN, or Ruth Haley, RN

Thursdays with Karen 
Blair, RN

Chair Massage with Min-
dy

Tuesday, July 15. Cost is 
$10 for 10 minutes. 

Facials with Diane Neill
Diane is on Summer Va-

cation.

Manicures with Cat
Please call Cat directly at 

413-335-7422 for an appoint-
ment and pricing.

Anyone is welcome to 
schedule appointments for 
these services. 

Please call 566-5588 to 
schedule your appointments.

The Dog Days of Summer 
Luncheon 

Friday, Aug. 1 at 12 noon 
Join us for a hot dog lunch 

and yummy cake for dessert 
while you listen to the great 
music of Baird Souls. 

Cost is $6 per person. Sign 
up before July 25th to reserve 
your seat. 

Hot Dogs provided by 
Mountain View Restaurant, 
and Cake provided by Van-
tage at Hampden. 

Thank you, Sponsors. 
 
Alzheimer’s Benefit 
Dinner Dance with 

Entertainment provided 
by: Off the Record 

Saturday, Aug. 23 at 5:30 
p.m.

Brush off your dancing 
shoes and get ready for the 
event of the year! Enjoy a 
stuffed chicken breast dinner 
and delicious dessert while 
supporting a great cause. Pro-
ceeds will support the Alzhei-
mer’s Association. 

Sign up today to reserve 
your seat. Cost is $30 per per-
son, paid in advance. 

Ticket price includes 
appetizers, dinner, dessert, 
entertainment, and one free 
drink. 

Call 566-5588 to secure 
your ticket or with questions. 

This event is generously 
sponsored by: Monson Sav-
ings Bank, Great Horse, and 
Tudor House Liquors 

Monthly Highlights for July at the Hampden Senior Center:

HAMPDEN - The following trips are being arranged 
at the Hampden Sr Ctr, 104 Allen St, Hampden; prices 
include the driver’s tip.

Mon, July 14  - The Newport Playhouse, “It’s Your 
Funeral” a traditional comical farce, All you can eat buf-
fet, Show and Cabaret - $132pp.

Tues, Sept 30 - Lakeside Turkey Train (Lake Winni-
pesaukee) Harts Turkey Dinner on board, Country Farm 
Store stop (on own) & NH Liquor Store - $140pp.

Mon, Dec 8 - The Aqua Turf Club “Rock This Town 
Orchestra” - Coffee on arrival, delicious family-style 
lunch, Swinging ‘50s and ‘60s tunes - $127pp.

Flyers are available at the Senior Center or via email. 
Full Payment Deadlines are approximately two weeks 
before the event.

Questions/comments, please call Bobbi at 413-566-
8271 or email bobbijg2@charter.net.

Upcoming HSC Trips
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Classifieds
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
ELECTRIC MINI BIKE. New 2024 
Greenworks, 60V with two 8.0 oh batteries, 
dual port, 128 lbs. 25 mph max, 20 mi. radi-
us, 90 minute charge, black/green. $1350. 
413-575-6448.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
 OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald Roy 
(860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior 

Finish carpentry, framing, window & door 
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.  
Competitive pricing. Insured. 

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice. Serving Palmer, Barre and surround-
ing area. Call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

FREE AUSTRAILIAN SHEPHERD 
w/papers, 4 yrs. old. All shots, fixed. Well 
take care of. Great for devoted one person 
household or farm where he can run. Ex-
cellent watchdog. Betty, 413-599-1462.

MINIATURE SCHNAUZER PUP-
PIES, AKC reg. Salt/ Pepper. Vet checked, 
first shot, non shedding. Ready now, $1500. 
413-782-2305

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT 
is now accepting applications for a 

FULL-TIME police officer. 
Review of applications begins immediately. 

Visit www.hampdenpolice.com f
or more information. EOE

FOR RENT
4 ROOMS, 2 BEDROOMS, 1.5/baths, 
appliances included. $1500/mo. No utilities. 
1st/last/security. References and proof of 
income required.  Call 413-589-0401.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

APT. FOR RENT, OAKHAM. $2000 all 
inclusive. 407-752-1499.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES AUTO REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT
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www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this local newspaper at www.newspapers.turley.com
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MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” in the subject line of your email.

Community 
Autumn Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Send Us Your
Autumn Event

Information
Turley Publications will 

print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our 

Autumn Fest Supplement 
which will be published 

September 10, 2025.
Total circulation of 85,000 

reaching over 200,000 readers
in the Pioneer Valley.

Deadline 
for Calendar 

submissions is 
August 11.

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD

The Wilbraham Planning 
Board will hold a Public Hearing 
on Wednesday, July 23, 2025, 
at 6:00 PM in the Town Office 
Building, 240 Springfield Street, 
on the application of Roger, 
Terri, and Hunter Chapdelaine 
and Brittany Thomas (property 
owners) for 1) a Special Permit 
(SP25-03) to remove the prohi-
bition on living space in a prior 
Special Permit for a 3,000 square 
foot accessory building (garage/
barn) approved under Sections 
4.4.8 and 3.9.2.2 of the Wilbra-
ham Zoning Bylaw, and 2) Site 
Plan Approval (SPA25-01) un-
der Sections 3.4.2.8 and 4.10 of 
the Wilbraham Zoning Bylaw 
to allow an 885 square foot Ac-
cessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) 
in said accessory building at 
10V Federal Lane as shown 
on plans on file in the Planning 
Office and posted for public 
viewing on the Planning Board 
page of the Town of Wilbraham 
website at www.wilbraham-ma.
gov/123/Planning-Board. Both 
in person and virtual participa-
tion are available. To participate 
virtually go to https://meet.goto.
com/772619333 or call 877-309-
2073 (Access Code: 772-619-
333).

James Rooney, Chair 
07/03, 07/10/2025

WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD

The Wilbraham Planning 
Board will hold a Public Hearing 
on Wednesday, July 23, 2025, 
at 6:15 PM in the Town Office 
Building, 240 Springfield Street, 
on the Planning Board’s intent to 
revoke a Special Permit (SP15-
02) issued under Sections 3.4.3.7 

and 10.7 of the Wilbraham 
Zoning Bylaw for a large-scale 
ground-mounted solar energy 
system on property owned by 
Charles L. Merrick Trust at 651 
Main Street (access on Tinkham 
Rd) for failure to comply with 
a condition of approval requir-
ing that the Board be notified 
of changes in contact informa-
tion for the project as shown on 
information on file in the Plan-
ning Office and posted for public 
viewing on the Planning Board 
page of the Town of Wilbraham 
website at www.wilbraham-ma.
gov/123/Planning-Board. Both 
in person and virtual participa-
tion are available. To participate 
virtually go to https://meet.goto.
com/772619333 or call 877-309-
2073 (Access Code: 772-619-
333).

James Rooney, Chair 
07/03, 07/10/2025

WILBRAHAM 
BOARD OF APPEALS

PUBLIC HEARING
The Wilbraham Zoning Board 

of Appeals will hold a Public 
Hearing on Thursday, July 17, 
2025 at 5:30 PM on the applica-
tion of Joseph Sullivan for a spe-
cial permit (ZBA25-05) to allow 
a hotel and restaurant with out-
door dining in an existing struc-
ture at 2589 Boston Road (owned 
by Redasi Holdings, Inc.) pursu-
ant to Sections 3.4.5.12, 3.4.5.17 
& 3.9.3.3 of the Wilbraham Zon-
ing Bylaw as further specified 
in the application on file in the 
Planning Office and posted for 
public viewing on the Zoning 
Board of Appeals page of the 
Town of Wilbraham website at 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov/135/
Zoning-Board-of-Appeals.

Both in person and virtual 

participation are available. To 
participate virtually go to https://
meet.goto.com/891228989 or 
call 866-899-4679 (Access 
Code: 891-228-989).

Edward Kivari Jr., Chair 
0703, 07/10/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD25P1370EA 
Estate of: 

Marilyn  Ann Charwick 
Date of Death: 

December 19, 2024 
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner James Moriar-
ty III of Leominster, MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate. 

James Moriarty III of 
Leominster, MA

has been informally appointed 
as the Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without surety 
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 

formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
07/10/2025

PUBLIC NOTICES

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

they have aged beyond their 
productivity. Simply dig 
them up and send them off 
to the compost pile.  

Finally, remove daughter 
plants that are spaced closer 
than four inches from one 
another- another difficult 
task, but one that must be ac-
complished if we want large, 
healthy berries. As you work 
within the row, be sure to 
eradicate any and all weeds 
that you come upon, since 
these will compete with your 
strawberry plants for mois-
ture and nutrients.

Now that your patch has 
been renovated, it’s time to 
reinvigorate. Add an inch or 
two of compost or aged ma-
nure to the row, along with a 
sprinkling of balance organic 
fertilizer.

Water at least every oth-
er day for the next couple of 
weeks or until a healthy stand 
of leaves has returned to the 
plants. Keep up with weed-
ing, and continue to pinch 
back runners until frost hits.  

Managed in this fash-
ion, a strawberry patch can 
remain productive for five 
years or more.

Another favorite plant 
that may be in need of re-
invigoration is your iris. 
If once upon a time they 
bloomed strong and now 
there is barely a blossom to 
be seen, chances are they are 
overcrowded. It’s time to di-
vide them and replenish their 
soil.  

In our climate, this should 
be accomplished every three 
or four years. Surprisingly, 
and unlike most other pe-
rennials, division of irises 
should take place no later 
than July or August. 

This will give them ample 
time to take hold in their new 
location prior to the ground 
freezing.  

At first glance the act of 
dividing irises may appear 
to be difficult. An overgrown 
iris patch does look like a 
maze of thick roots, but take 
heart, the rhizomes are shal-
low rooted and come out of 
the ground with relative ease.  

Start digging at the out-
er edge of the clump, lifting 
as you go. Once the entire 
clump is removed, rhizomes 
can be pried apart by hand.  
The healthiest “fans” of fo-
liage are those the furthest 
from the center.  Leave about 
two inches of rhizome at-
tached to each fan for re-
planting.    

If you are changing your 
site altogether, keep in mind 
that irises need at least six 
hours of full sun a day for 
optimal flowering. They de-
spise “wet feet,” so plant 
where drainage is good.  

If your soil is lean, com-
post can be added to richen 
it up. While you’re at it, add 
a sprinkling of lime as well; 
irises prefer a soil near neu-
tral. Dig a shallow hole wide 
enough to fit the rhizome. 
Make a ridge of soil in the 
hole for it to sit on so that its 
fibrous roots can hang down.  

The top of the rhizome 
should be level with the soil 
surface and exposed, not 
buried.  This goes for bark 
mulch as well, keep it clear 
or blooms may be sacrificed. 
If your irises hardly flow-
er but aren’t overcrowded 
and are planted where they 
receive enough sun, assess 
your planting depth and ad-
just if necessary.

Examine your rhizomes 
closely when replanting. If 
you notice a lot of soft, rotten 
tissue, your iris patch could 
be infected with the iris bor-
er.  

Usually by midsummer, 
one to one and a half inch 
larvae have made their way 
from the leaves into the rhi-
zomes. They hollow out the 
fleshy roots causing foliage 
to collapse and rot to take 
over. Control this pest by 
proper sanitation.  

In the fall, after a hard 
frost, cut iris foliage back to 
the ground as low as possi-
ble. Throw it and any nearby 
debris or mulch away. With 
any luck, overwintering eggs 
will be removed by your ef-
forts.  

In the spring, about 
the time that the tulips are 
blooming, inspect iris foli-
age for chewn edges, small 
holes, or tan colored water 
marks running down the leaf. 
If these are present, tiny lar-
vae can be crushed inside the 
leaf before they burrow into 
the rhizome.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  
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651 Main St., Wilbraham
413-367-4422

Wed.-Sun. 8am-6pm

Visit us online:
fernvalleyfarmsllc.com

Follow us on Facebook!

NOW OPEN!
Your Everyday Staples
Farm Fresh & Local
MEAT, PRODUCE, EGGS, 
MILK, BREAD & MORE!

Austin Brothers Valley Farm
Merrick Farm

Barstows Dairy
Sugar Chalet
Fancy Bagels

Wilbraham Candles
Mama Life Oils & Wellness

Honey Bear Tea
Sweet Babu’s

Nourish Valley Tallow
Terra Flower Farm

Four Rex Farms
Fern Valley Farms

David Boucier Books
Marty’s Local

Ferrindino Maple
Vermont Mulch Company

Wagner Wood
Nightingail Hand Made

Soap
Sturbridge Coffee Roasters

and more!

We are proud to support local businesses!

year later, Rock-102 stepped 
in and took over in organizing 
the entire party. 

“I work for a great orga-
nization that was so nice and 
generous enough to donate all 
the time to make this great. 
It’s nice to see the people in 
the community get involved. 
At Rock-102, we are all about 
the community, these are the 
people that listen to us and 
while we tell jokes every day, 
there’s also the seriousness 
of it. Getting people involved 
whether we’re doing the 
food pantry drive-in or doing 
something like this, we’re al-
ways out and about,” Nagle 
said. “Vanished Valley had 
the resources, and I always 
wanted to make this a kid’s 
event. My wife was all about 
families and when we got 
married, we had our ceremo-
ny at Look Park and bought 
train and paddle boat tick-
ets. Everybody had a good 
time and that’s what she was 
all about. We only charged 
adults for today; kids were 
all free and there’s plenty of 
free items that everybody has 
donated and I’m grateful for 
that.”

Nagle’s wife was de-
scribed as a giving person 
who always cared about other 
people, who worked for many 
years at the Gandara Center 
in Western Massachusetts. 
Diagnosed in 2016 with stage 
four esophageal cancer, she 
passed away six months later. 

Nagle lovingly described 
her as a very strong person 
who wanted to keep fighting. 

“She loved her family 
so much. My two girls, who 
were only five and six at the 
time that she passed, now 
they are beautiful teenag-
ers and keep me on my toes. 
Rick’s Place is not therapy, 
but they have therapeutic as-
pects to their programming 
and whether you get anything 
out of that while you’re there, 
it’s not always like an im-
mediate thing. I think in the 
beginning, I was like when 

are things going to get hap-
pier again? When do things 
change? It doesn’t work that 
way and nothing works that 
way. You get the tools at one 
time for a project down the 
road and eventually you’ll 
say, I went through the same 
experience as this other per-
son in the group,” Nagle said. 
“No matter what the matter of 
death is, the themes are all the 
same when it comes to grief. 
People grieve all the same and 
that’s the great thing about the 
groups is that they can help 
each other.” 

Executive Director at 
Rick’s Place Therese Ross 
began at the nonprofit as pro-
gram director and moved up 
into her current position, now 
belonging to the company in 
her ninth year. Working in the 
past in education, Ross shared 
that her husband died of can-
cer and was left with three 
kids attending high school 
and college. 

“I recognized that there 
was not enough support for 
families after the death of 
someone significant and a po-
sition at Rick’s Place opened 
as program director. Since 
then, I’ve just been really 
committed to the mission of 
supporting families and chil-
dren after the death of an im-
portant person in their life,” 
Ross said. “My husband’s 
name was Damon Douglas 

and he himself was an ed-
ucator, he was a classroom 
teacher for many years. He 
was an incredible athlete and 

outdoorsman, a remarkable 
father to our three kids, and 
his loss was significant in our 
lives. Learning that you don’t 

get over a loss, you don’t heal 
from it, you’re lucky if you’re 
able to integrate that loss into 
your life and like I’m trying 
to do something bigger for the 
community through my own 
loss experience.” 

Ross described that Rick’s 
Place begins with families 
three months after the death. 

“We work with kids ages 
five to 18 and their caregivers 
and they participate in peer 
support programs, nobody in 
our program is a counselor. 
It’s all about the peer sup-
port piece, kids are with oth-
er kids who had the death of 
someone important in their 
life and they talk about their 
worries, things that are going 
well and not going well, and 
talk about the challenges. The 
adults are in an adult support 
group that’s focused on how 
to parent a child who is griev-
ing, while you yourself are 
grieving. Parenting is a hard 
job and parenting a child after 
a death is exponentially hard-
er,” Ross said.

Ross was thankful to Na-
gle for supporting the organi-
zation.

“It’s a community build-
ing experience. This is a fabu-
lous collaboration; Steve will-
ingly shares his story of loss, 
has a strong connection to 
Rick’s Place, he and his kids 
participated, and he knows 

the isolation that comes for 
families after death. He wants 
our families to be and feel 
supported by the wider com-
munity,” Ross said. “He con-
nected with Vanished Valley, 
they’ve been so good to us, 
it’s a real community and 
family-focused experience. 
We’re feeling very fortunate.”

Assistant General Manag-
er Kara Dempster of Vanished 
Valley in Ludlow spoke about 
the brewery’s second time 
hosting the Rick’s Place fund-
raiser and the overall turnout 
on Saturday afternoon. 

“This was our second 
time hosting the Rick’s Place 
fundraiser and it was amaz-
ing. A great turnout from the 
community for such a great 
cause,” Dempster said. “We 
booked it for next year as 
well! We want to thank every-
body who came out to sup-
port, bought raffle tickets, and 
just came out to meet the staff 
from Rick’s Place. It was a 
fantastic day and an amazing 
event.”

All proceeds benefited 
Rick’s Place, grief support 
programs for children, teens, 
and their families. 

Rick’s Place is also cur-
rently looking for volunteers.

To learn more about 
Rick’s Place, visit ricksplace-
ma.org/.

RICK’S PLACE from page 1

The Rock-102 radio station was set up under their tent signing people in, selling tickets, and 
sharing their rock music taste. 

The poster read, “Rick’s Place is a safe, caring space where 
families can share their stories, lean on each other, and 
navigate the journey of loss together.”

Turley photos by Amanda Munson

Rick’s Place Executive Director Therese Ross and Rock-102 
Steve Nagle were both pleased with the turnout of guests.


