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HAMPDEN - The senior 
center has formed a Blind 
Date with a Book Club, with 
its kickoff meeting held last 
month on June 9.

The group will meet quar-
terly from 10 a.m. to Noon 

with its next meeting sched-
uled for Sept. 1.

Blind Date with a Book 
is where avid readers and 
book lovers get “set up” with 
a book without being able to 
“judge the book by its cover,” 
therefore, one doesn’t know 
what book they received until 
they open the packaging it’s 
wrapped in.

The only hints are the top-
ic and genre of the book. So, 
for example, some keywords 
would be enemies-to-lovers, 
academic rivals, jaw-drop-
ping twist, psychological 
suspense, romantasy—-a 
combination of romance and 
fantasy—forbidden romance, 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The 
Old Meeting House Muse-
um, along with the Hearse 
House, has had exterior res-
torations recently completed.

The restorations involved 
a major exterior de-leading 
and painting restoration, pre-
serving both buildings for 
future generations. 

The $147,000 project 
was possible through a grant 
from the Community Pres-
ervation Committee, which 
was later approved by the 
community in a vote during 
the 2025 Annual Town Meet-
ing.

Lindsey Bourcier, direc-
tor of marketing and com-

munications and a member 
of the trustees, expressed 
excitement about the project.

“This spring we took on 
the first major exterior res-
toration of these buildings 
since 2011: de-leading and 
repainting the Old Meeting 
House and the neighboring 
Hearse House, along with 
window and shutter repairs 
that are still being finished. 
The Old Meeting House 
was built in 1793 and is the 
oldest Methodist Meeting 
House in New England, so 
this had to be careful work,” 
Bourcier said. “What struck 
me most is that a project like 
this is never really about the 
to-do list. When you restore 
a building this old, you start 

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer 

WILBRAHAM - Fern 
Valley Market representative 
Dan Fernandes and Health 
Director Ryan Paxton recon-
nected with the Select Board 
on June 15 to request varianc-
es for on-site bathroom facil-
ities.  

The request is a follow up 
to a previous discussion with 

the Board, where it was de-
termined the campus would 
need hand washing sinks and 
restroom services installed 
on site. The building’s leas-
ing status and configuration 
makes on-site plumbing a 
challenge.  

As a result, much of the 
follow up discussion centered 
around presenting alterna-
tives for running water.

Fernandes explained he 

was in touch with Paxton 
with the ideas to present to 
the board. 

“I believe you guys may 
have those in front of you, the 
three different—I think it was 

three different— thoughts on 
how to help us get to where 
we need to be in the interim 
before getting to kind of a 
permanent solution,” Fer-
nandes said.  

A number of variances to 
plumbing codes were pro-
posed during the meeting to 
make the site code compliant; 
a requirement for Fern Valley 
Market to remain in business.

Fernandes described their 

plan for the required bath-
room, which they described 
as a “core restroom facility;” 
a specific code which deter-
mines how many toilets, sinks 
and grab bars are required for 
the restroom to pass code.

“So, the bathroom facil-
ities, we do fall within Mass 
plumbing code with using a 

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

HAMPDEN - Fern Re-
itman with the Rainforest 
Reptile Shows came for 
a visit with a few of her 
scaly friends to the Hamp-
den Free Public Library as 
part of the library’s sum-
mer programming on June 
24. 

For over 30 years, 
Rainforest Reptile Shows 
have provided education-
al animal programs for 
schools, libraries, exposi-
tions and more. 

The show was a spe-
cial one for the library, as 
it was their first large chil-
dren’s program at their 
new location at the for-
mer Thornton W. Burgess 
School. 

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

HAMPDEN - The Toe 
Jam Puppet Band came to 
visit the Hampden Free Pub-
lic Library once again with all 
of their silly musical shenani-
gans on June 30t. 

Starring Mr. Tom and Mr. 
Vinny, the band combines 
fun songs and original music 
with one of a kind activities: 
Including but not limited to 
throwing laundry, a hula hoop 
contest, squirting water, and 
the classic and frequent bub-
ble machine. 

Toe Jam got the children 
up and moving, especially 
during a special rendition of 
“Head, Shoulders, Knees, and 
Toes.” As well as another fun 
dance edition of “Red Light, 
Green Light.” 

There was also a special 
“Farm Dance” involving chil-
dren and their parents, along 
with farm animal noises as 
well. Another standout ac-
tivity included hula hooping 
involving both children and 
their families. 

Toe Jam has Mr. Tom on 
music, and Mr. Vinny on ac-
tivities. 

Toe Jam has been a pop-
ular event for the library, but 

performs at HPL

Select Board receives update on Fern Valley Market

Old Meeting House 
Museum completes 
exterior restoration

Photo courtesy of Lindsey Bourcier

A side angle shot of the Old Meeting House Museum in 
Wilbraham after its recent restoration.

Turley photos by Noelle Hisgen

Vinny Lovegrove and Tom Poitras, the members of Toe Jam Puppet Band.

Puppet BandPuppet Band  

Hampden Public Library hosts 
Rainforest Reptile Shows

Turley photo by Noelle Hisgen

Fern Reitman introduces the audience to Fireball the tortoise.

HSC forms Blind Date with a Book Club

Photo courtesy of Tina Doran

Attendees smile and laugh as they enjoy the kickoff meeting for the Blind Date with a Book Club.

Please see FERN VALLEY, 
page 3

“WE HAVE HAD AWESOME 
SUPPORT FROM THE COMMUNITY.”

– Dan Fernandes
Fern Valley Marketing Representative

Please see OMH, page 9
Please see TOE JAM,

 page 10

Please see BLIND DATE,
 page 10

Please see REPTILES,
 page 5
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Put Our Team To Work For You. 4 Local Offices - Global Network

Easy Property Search at LandmarkRE.com
Follow us on facebook.com/LandmarkLortie and instagram.com/landmarkrealtorsma

John Moltenbrey
427-5176

Sandy Wegrzyn
519-1056

Ann Marie Martin
206-1161

Art Ferrara
348-5827

Ann Paquette
626-6871

Sue Rheaume
478-0671

Dot Lortie
478-1940

Alyssa Rhodes
896-9269

Kathy Esser
348-3803

CAREER IN  REAL ESTATE? 
Call Us or Visit Landmark RE.com 

and Click on Careers 

HIRING ASSOCIATES 
FOR OFFICES IN: 

Wilbraham, East Longmeadow, 
Monson, and Springfield

Nick Ferrara
386-4523

Ask Us For A Highest Price Analysis On Your Home
Relocation Across The Country or Around The World

Sales Positions Available – Licensing Course 
Market Leader -Serving Our Communities Since 1987

Luci Giguere
575-2837

Dawn Rodgers
478-2605

Linda Alston
246-8616

Maria D’Angelantonio
575-2898

Eileen O’Sullivan
505-9244

Zoe Czaplicki 
519-9224

Shari Lokey 
218-8811

Search LandmarkRE.com For All Listings In Western MA

CALL US FOR DETAILS ON ANY OF THESE PROPERTIES
SINGLE FAMILY LISTINGS

STATUS ADDRESS DESCRIPTION LIST PRICE SOLD PRICE           
ACT 580 Parker St., East Longmeadow 5 room, 2 bed, 1f 0h bath Ranch $449,000
ACT  817 Somers Rd.,East Longmeadow 7 room, 3 bed, 1f 0h bath Ranch $520,000 
ACT  258 Silver Street, Monson 9 room, 3 bed, 2f 1h bath Colonial, Contemporary $599,900 
ACT  96 Stafford Hollow Rd., Monson 6 room, 4 bed, 3f 0h bath Ranch $625,000
ACT  1030 Pine St Palmer 9 room, 4 bed, 2f 0h bath Victorian $429,900
ACT  147 Belvidere St., Springfield 7 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath Colonial $319,900 
CTG  169 Greenacre Ave., Longmeadow 7 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath Colonial $469,900 
CTG  267 Connecticut Springfield,  Liberty Heights, 4 room, 2 bed, 1f 0h bath Cape $262,900 
CTG 43 Pine Hill Rd., Springfield East Forest Park, 8 room, 4 bed, 1f 1h bath Cape $339,900 
UAG  320 Maple St East Longmeadow, 5 room, 2 bed, 1f 0h bath Ranch $320,000 
UAG  161 Raymond Dr., Hampden 7 room, 3 bed, 2f 0h bath Ranch $349,900  
UAG 233 Cedar Swamp Rd., Monson 10 room, 3 bed, 2f 1h bath Colonial $430,000 
UAG  115 Pasadena St., Springfield Forest Park, 6 room, 3 bed, 2f 0h bath Bungalow $274,900
UAG  51 Hartford Ter., Springfield E. Forest Park, 7 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath Colonial $374,900 
UAG 19 Overlook Dr., Wilbraham, 9 room, 4 bed, 3f 1h bath Colonial $637,900
SLD  140 Chestnut St., East Longmeadow 5 room, 3 bed, 1f 0h bath Ranch $314,900 $330,000 
SLD 24 Dewey Ave., East Longmeadow 7 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath Colonial $362,000  $360,000 
SLD 24 Speight Arden, East Longmeadow 7 room, 4 bed, 2f 0h bath Cape $415,000  $421,000  
SLD 68 Baldwin Dr., Hampden 5 room, 3 bed, 1f 0h bath Ranch $309,900  $309,900  
SLD 185 N. Monson Rd., Hampden 6 room, 3 bed, 2f 0h bath Cape $359,900 $350,000 
SLD  325 Allen Street, Hampden, 6 room, 3 bed, 2f 0h bath Other $369,000  $378,000
SLD 205 Bel Air Dr., Longmeadow 6 room, 3 bed, 2f 1h bath Raised Ranch $432,000  $440,000 
SLD  69 Cherry Ln., Longmeadow 6 room, 3 bed, 2f 0h bath Ranch $599,000  $582,500 
SLD  Lot 602 Grandview Ave., Ludlow 8 room, 4 bed, 2f 1h bath Colonial $650,000  $625,000  
SLD  83 GrandviewAve., Ludlow  7 room, 4 bed, 2f 1h bath Colonial $675,000  $680,000 
SLD  11 Thornfell St., Springfield Liberty Heights, 7 room, 3 bed, 1f 0h bath  $219,900  $220,000
SLD  77 Fresno St., Springfield 6 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath Victorian $324,900  $332,500 
SLD 25 Piper Cross Rd., West Springfield 5 room, 2 bed, 1f 1h bath Ranch $321,000 $255,000 
SLD  7 Brewster Rd., West Springfield 8 room, 4 bed, 2f 0h bath Cape $600,000  $590,000 

CONDOMINIUM LISTINGS
ACT 140 Chestnut St., U:207; Springfield 3 room, 1 bed, 1f 0h bath Mid-Rise $74,900  
SLD  235 State St., U:313; Springfield 4 room, 2 bed, 1f 0h bath Garden $249,900 $245,000

LAND LISTINGS
SLD 7 Old Reed Rd lot:6, Monson 8.50 Residential acres (370,260 SqFt) $99,000  $92,000

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

HAMPDEN - Wildlife 
ecologist, author, and educator 
Brad Timm took a visit to the 
Hampden Free Public Library 
for his program, How to Help 
Wildlife Thrive on July 1. 

Timm’s program featured 
a presentation all about dif-
ferent kinds of wildlife in the 
Northeast, along with men-
tioning fun facts about each 
animal along with additional 
videos. He was also able to 
converse with attendees on 
all of their favorite animals 
and past experiences and in-
teractions involving animals 
as well. 

The program also dis-
cussed important ways that 
people can help protect wild-
life in their own backyards. 

The program surrounded 
the wildlife in the northeast 
region, common and uncom-
mon, and discussed surpris-
ing aspects about these ani-
mals that most people don’t 
realize. 

Timm is an author who 
wrote two books: “Wildlife 
Out Your Window,” which 
features facts about 100 com-
monly seen animals across the 
northeast region, and “Ameri-
ca is Wild!,” which features 
two animals and plants for 
each of the 50 states. 

Timm, who has done 
wildlife research for over 
20 years and got his Ph.D in 
wildlife, is also the founder of 
the Northeast Wildlife Team, 
which focuses on educating 
the general public on New 
England wildlife. Their mis-
sion is to empower people to 
take action around their area 
to help wildlife.

“I think a big part of it is 
enjoying the awe and won-
der about wildlife and really 
those common animals that 

everyone sees, even if you 
live in a city. And really im-
portantly, I really try to have 
people take home actions that 
they can take to help wildlife 
and the planet as a whole. 
They’re really simple actions. 
And it’s kind of an all hands 
on deck for us to help wild-
life.” Timm said.

Library Director Ellen 

Moriarty also spoke about 
Timm and his work. 

“The theme of our summer 
reading is Plant a Seed, Read. 
And we love everything to do 
with nature. Brad Timm is a 
local wildlife ecologist and 
nature author, so we thought 
it was a perfect idea to have 
him come and talk about easy 
and creative ways you can 

help create pollinator 
friendly spaces, native 
plants and shrubs, and 
teach the kids all about 
nature and plants and 
all the animals, es-
pecially local ones,” 
Moriarty said.  

It was a good after-
noon celebrating local 
wildlife and showing 
different ways we as 
a society can work to-
gether and help protect 
animals and plants on 
the planet. 

For program offer-
ings and inquiries by 
Timm, visit his web-
site at www.bradtimm.
com.

‘How to Help Wildlife Thrive’ presented at HPL

Turley photos by Noelle Hisgen

On display are Timm’s books: 
“Wildlife Out Your Window” 
and “America is Wild!.”

A number of local animals are shown on the slideshow.

Bradd Timm talks about wildlife 
with the attendees.

HAMPDEN, MA – 
Hampden Parks & Recre-
ation and East Village Tav-
ern is excited to invite the 
community to the annual 
Rock Into Summer Concert 
on Saturday, July 11, at 6 
p.m. at Hampden Town Hall, 
85 Wilbraham Road, Hamp-
den, MA 01036.

This free community 
event will feature live music 
from Acousticca, deliver-
ing an evening of great en-
tertainment to kick off the 
summer season. Residents 
and visitors are encouraged 
to bring lawn chairs, blan-
kets, family, and friends for 
a fun-filled night of music 
and community spirit.

Attendees can also enjoy 
a variety of food and bever-
age offerings. Food vendors 
will be on-site, and beer and 
wine service will be provid-
ed by East Village Tavern.

“We are thrilled to bring 
the community together 
again for another summer 
concert event,” said Hamp-
den Parks & Recreation. 
“Rock Into Summer is a 
great opportunity for res-
idents of all ages to enjoy 
live music, local food, and a 
wonderful summer evening 
in Hampden.”

Hampden Parks & Rec-
reation would like to extend 

its sincere gratitude to the 
event sponsors whose gener-
ous support has helped make 
this community celebration 
possible:
•	 McNamara Waste Ser-

vices
•	 Rent-A-Tent
•	 Cloud 9 Marketing
•	 SCAGS Enterprises
•	 Safco
•	 Richard Green Insurance
•	 Monson Savings Bank
•	 Charlie Arment Trucking 

Services
•	 Deer Park Recycling
•	 Affordable Waste Solu-

tions
•	 East Meadow Enterprises

Their commitment to 
supporting community 
events helps enhance rec-
reational opportunities and 
strengthens the quality of 
life for residents throughout 
Hampden.

The event is open to the 
public, and admission is free.

For additional informa-
tion, please contact Hamp-
den Parks & Recreation at 
parks@hampdenma.gov.

Hampden Parks & Rec-
reation looks forward to 
welcoming residents and 
visitors for an unforgettable 
evening of live music, great 
food, and community spir-
it as we Rock Into Summer 
together.

2nd Annual Rock Into 
Summer Concert featuring 
Acousticca set for July 11

WILBRAHAM – Wil-
braham Public Library is 
offering a Crafternoon for 
Adults on Friday, July 17, 2 
to 3:30pm.

Join us for a unique 
crafting opportunity: mak-
ing bee baths!  Participants 
will each create a simple bee 

oasis that can be set outside 
and used by any thirsty bees.  

No experience is needed, 
and all craft supplies will be 
provided.  But registration is 
necessary as space is limit-
ed.  For more information 
or to register, please call the 
library at 413-596-6141.

Adult Crafternoon at the WPL
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Hours:
Mon., Tues., Wed. 8-5

Thurs. 12-8

70 Post Office Park
Suite 7006

Wilbraham, MA 01095

www.wilbrahamdentalassociates.com

413-279-2016

• Cosmetic & esthetic dentistry, whitening, 
veneers, crowns & bridges

• Implant Services

• Digital X-Rays & Photographs

• Evening appointments available

• Most insurance plans accepted

• CareCredit - A convenient 
 monthly payment plan

Our friendly team 
is proud to provide the 

highest quality of dental care 
utilizing the best 

new technology available. 
Dr. Christopher J. Root, DMD MAGD 
Dr. Mary Danko, DMD

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
LOCALLY GROWN!

FANCY FRESH

Blueberries!Blueberries!

Locally GrownLocally Grown
From 
Kosinski Farm 
Westfield, MA

BUTTER & SUGAR BUTTER & SUGAR 
SWEET CORNSWEET CORN
Picked Fresh Every Day!

Locally Grown

PACK A PICNIC
FROM RANDALL’S
Randall’s Potato Salads, 

Pasta Salads & Slaws
SUMMER FAVORITE 
BLUEBERRY SOUR CREAM PIE!

  Locally Grown Locally Grown 
VEGETABLESVEGETABLES

YELLOW & GREEN SQUASH, 
Cucumbers, Pickling Cukes,

Cabbage & More

HYDRANGEAS
FAVORITE SUMMER BLOOMERS
All Varieties 

20% OFF
“Endless Summer”, 

Lace Cap, Tree Hydrangeas, 
Panicle & More

2 Gallon & 3 Gallon Pots

FOR INSTANT GARDEN COLORFOR INSTANT GARDEN COLOR
8-inch Pots

2 For $20.00
Marigolds, Zinnias, 

Vinca & MORE

July Is National Ice Cream Month!
★ ★ ★ Celebrate At ★ ★ ★

Elsie’s Creamery 
Open Every Day Until 9PMOpen Every Day Until 9PM

Perennial Special July 8th-July14th

NO BRAINER PERENNIAL NO BRAINER PERENNIAL 
COLLECTION!COLLECTION!
All 20% OFF 
Easy to Grow Varieties
FOR SUN & SHADE
Coneflower, Daylily,Coneflower, Daylily,
Sedum, Astilbe & HostaSedum, Astilbe & Hosta
One & Two Gallon Sizes

 

Ice cream, art, and 
live music take over 
the museum garden 
on July 12

WILBRAHAM -  The 
Old Meeting House Muse-
um invites the community 
to a sweet afternoon of ice 
cream and art at its annual Ice 
Cream Social on Sunday, July 
12, from 2 to 4 p.m.

This family-friendly event 
celebrates summer with free 
Friendly’s ice cream, live mu-
sic, and good company in the 
museum garden. Guests can 
watch a live art demonstra-
tion, dig into hands-on kids’ 

crafts, and enjoy an afternoon 
of live music with their neigh-
bors.

Event Details:
Sunday, July 12 from  2 

to 4 p.m. at 450 Main Street, 
Wilbraham. Free Friendly’s 
ice cream along with live mu-
sic by Valley String Band and 
hands-on kids’ crafts will be 
offered.

Free ice cream generous-
ly donated by Friendly’s, this 
year’s social is shaping up to 
be our most fun yet. We’re 
so grateful to Friendly’s for 
their continued support,” said 
Lindsey Bourcier, Director of 
Marketing.

More information is avail-
able at: www.theomh.org.

Old Meeting House Museum 
scoops up summer with 
annual Ice Cream Social

core restroom facility on the 
same property within 400 feet 
of the building,” Fernandes 
said. “We don’t own the land 
where the market is.  We lease 
it from the Merricks, and, just 
as they would have a bath-
room in the house for their 
old farm stand, we would be 
using the same thing. Same 
concept which is a core re-
stroom facility which is the 
specific name of it. I think 
that’s been used elsewhere in 
town before and that’s some-
thing that brings us up to 
Mass plumbing code.”

One main variance re-
quested by Fern Valley Mar-
ket was a MOPSINC vari-
ance, which would allow 
on-site staff to use “a Swiffer-
style” disposable mop setup 
for cleanup and floor mainte-
nance.  Fernandes stated the 
exception would allow them 
to quickly clean up the occa-
sional spill without the need 
for running water services.  

“You just dispose of, obvi-
ously, the dirty mop heads ev-
ery time you use it. We don’t 
have a real messy building,” 
Fernandes said. “Obviously, 
a jar of sauce could fall and 
something could happen. But 
as far as all of our meats and 
stuff like that, that’s all fro-
zen. So, anything like that is 
not really a concern. Obvi-
ously, there could be spills so 
that’s our goal with that.”

“It really would only be 
a spill if something broke, 
right?” Select Board Vice 
Chair Sue Bunnell said.

Fernandes replied yes.
“Essentially yeah. Every-

thing’s sealed,” Fernandes 
said. 

After Select Board Chair 
Marc Ducey questioned if the 
proposed mop system would 
be effective enough for day-
to-day operation, Fernandes 

affirmed yes.
“It’s been effective,” Fer-

nandes said. “Since we’ve 
been working with it, yes.”

On the third item, Fer-
nandes suggested they could 
install a “self-contained hot 
water, cold water hand wash-
ing sink” to fulfill the require-
ment for an on-campus hand 
washing station. The sink 
would include a waste tank 
and water tank with a run to 
the wall outlet, which would 
connect to a pump maintained 
and operated by the same 
company who “pumps our 
portable toilets at the farm.”

“So, they would just come 
in and they would just pump 
out the waste,” Fernandes 
said. “That would probably 
happen weekly because they 
have a weekly schedule. So, 
there would be no stand-
ing water or anything sitting 
around very long, if at all.”

Fernandes emphasized the 
compliance talks were ongo-
ing—including with the De-
partment of Public Works—
and stressed they were still 
ironing out the dates for the 
installations required. They 
didn’t want to give a date on 
the proposed changes, as they 
stated a schedule at this point 
would be “unfair to assume.”

They will also be in touch 
with an engineer on the costs.

“We want to get to where 
we have the money and the 
means to have a permanent 
restroom facility closer by, 
but with the fact that it does 
fall under Mass plumbing 
code and if we were to have 
a handwashing sink on-site, 
I think it’s a good middle 
ground for what we’re trying 
to do in order to get to that 
point,” Fernandes said. 

He expressed optimism 
about where things were 
headed. 

“We have had awesome 
support from the communi-

ty,” Fernandes said.  “And 
we hope that continues.  And 
if it does at the rate it’s been, 
then we’ll be there hopefully 
sooner than later. That’s real-
ly our goal. With that being 
said, in talking with Ryan, we 
also always want to improve 
and do better and make sure 
that we’re being safe—which 
I don’t think that we weren’t 
before—but I think they will 
just bring us to a different 
level.”

Paxton shared his support 
for the variances and added 
they were “an improvement 
from the existing situation.”

“While it’s maybe not 
conventional, I think it’s im-
portant to consider that the 
scope of risk here is relatively 
low compared to, like, a food 
service business. They’re not 
handling ready to eat food. 
It’s really all pre-packaged 
stuff, so I think I would per-
sonally be satisfied with these 
variances if they were to be 
granted by the board,” Paxton 
said.  

After further discussion, 
Fernades also emphasized 
this.

“There’s been nothing 
more than we can do to con-
tinue to improve on our busi-
nesses. So, I just want to be 
clear that as everybody has 
seen, we always continue to 
try and be doing better every 
year,” Fernandes said. “So, 
I don’t want this to be seen 
as this is just to kick the can 
down the road. This is just to 
get us to a point where we can 
make those improvements and 
we will continue to do so.”

A motion to empower 
Paxton to manage the issues 
of variances from health 
codes required by Fern Val-
ley Market as they move in 
the direction of a permanent 
bathroom facility was then 
unanimously approved.

FERN VALLEY from page 1Vote by 
mail notice

WILBRAHAM – The 
Wilbraham Town Clerk’s 
Office would like to inform 
Wilbraham Voters that per 
M.G.L. c. 54, § 25B para-
graph (7) (i), the State Sec-
retary must send vote-by 
mail applications to every 
registered voter in Massa-
chusetts prior to state prima-
ries and state elections.  

Please expect to receive 
the application on or be-
fore July 18, 2026.  If you 
have already applied for a 
vote-by-mail ballot for all 
elections this year, you will 
not receive another vote-by-
mail application.   

If you wish to apply for 
a vote-by-mail ballot online, 
you can do so here: https://
www.sec.state.ma.us/Mail-
InRequestWeb/MailInBal-
lot.aspx

PHS Class of ’76 
plans reunion

PALMER – Do you have 
the Spirit of ’76? With the 
50th anniversary of Palm-
er High School’s Class of 
1976 this year, a reunion of 
classmates and faculty at the 
end of the summer has been 
planned for Aug. 28 at Sa-
lem Cross Inn, 260 W. Main 
St., West Brookfield. It will 
be a summer option for 
those unavailable in the fall, 
when a separate Class of ’76 
group is planning a reunion 
on Oct. 17. 

Tickets for the summer 
event will be $50, which 
will include a tip. 

For the Aug. 28 regis-
tration link, which includes 
payment options online and 
by post, contact Suzanne 
Strempek Shea at sess7@
comcast.net. RSVP and 
payment is due no later than 
Aug. 10. 
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

Give us a call today 
for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by 
a ISA certified arborist

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

■ Tree Removal  
■ Structural Pruning
■ Crane Service
■ Storm Damage
■ Stump Grinding
■ Lot Clearing
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TheLocalTableNTap.com
(413) 279-1198 • TheLocalTableNTap@gmail.com

 2039 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

Get Local at Home with
FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM

Our Famous Brunch: Sat & Sun 9am-Noon

 Bar Open Late

SMASH BURGER
NIGHT

EVERY MONDAY!

STEAK 
NIGHT

EVERY TUESDAY!

Our Famous
PRIME RIB Night
EVERY THURSDAY!

Private
Functions

Patio
Open!

Fundraising
Nights

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your GOLD 
Towards A New Purchase

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

TurnYourGoldIntoCash!
Sri

DF6360
4129B

DE631
LuS

WeBuyGoldinAnyCondition

10% Off Jewelery Repairs expires
9/30/26.

FROM THE
YARD/GARDEN
Pesticide
Fungicides
Herbicides
Insect Sprays
Rodent Killers
No-Pest Strips
Fertilizer
Moth Balls
Chlordane

FROM THE
WORKBENCH
Rust Preventative
Wood Preservative
Wood Stripper
Paint Thinner
Muriatic Acid
Lead or Oil Based
Paint Only
Aerosol Cans
Wood Stains
Solvent
Creosote

FROM THE 
HOUSE
Drain Cleaner
Oven Cleaner
Floor Cleaner
Metal Polish
Furniture Polish
Art/Craft Supplies
Bleach
Photo Chemicals
Rechargeable
Batteries
Ammonia Solution

FROM THE 
GARAGE
Gasoline
Kerosene
Brake Fluid
Engine Degreaser
Antifreeze
Carburetor Cleaner
Motor Oil
Pool Chemicals
Driveway Sealant
(oil based only)
Sealant

WHAT CAN I BRING?

WHAT CAN’T I BRING? REGISTRATION 
REQUIREDAsbestos

Biological Waste
Commercial Waste
CRT’s (TVs &
Computers)
Latex Driveway
Sealant
Empty Containers
Explosives
Fluorescent Bulbs
Industrial Waste

Latex Paint
Radioactive Waste
Tires
Propane Tanks
Unused Medications
Sharps
Water Reactive 
Material
Thermometers
Thermostats

CALL (413) 596-2800 EXT. 208 
TORESERVE YOUR TIME SLOT.

REGISTRATION WILL CLOSE ON
AUGUST 1ST SO REGISTER EARLY.

PROOF OF RESIDENCY OR DRC MEMBERSHIP 
TO ENTER THE COLLECTION AREA.

       Event Operator:        Event Sponsor:

HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS WASTE DAY

August 8, 2026 • 8:00 AM-12:00 PM
Location: Minnechaug Regional High School

621 Main St, Wilbraham, MA
**Collection by appointment only**

Call 413-596-2800 ext. 208

Purveyers Of High Quality Environmental Solutions

Reitman brought a few of 
her reptile friends to the li-
brary. She would take out each 
one by one and talk about fun 
facts about the animal and 
how they came to the Reptile 
Shows. 

Then, children could ask 
Reitman questions about the 
animal before she would bring 
out the next one. Children 
were also given the opportuni-
ty to pet some of the animals 
as well. 

Some of the reptiles that 
were brought to the library 
include Fireball the tortoise, 
Millie the monitor lizard, Flo 
the snake and Mr. Wiggles 
the alligator. There were also 

smaller animals including 
geckos, frogs and much more 
displayed on a table for chil-
dren to see as well. 

Reitman, who is a herpe-
tologist and animal educator, 
took a moment to speak about 
the program. 

“The amount of times that 
I have seen people or kids go 
into this, being really scared, 
and then as I go on: I pull out 
the animal, there might be a 
big reaction. They might be 
scared and then as I go on, 
calmly holding and talking 
about the animal, and often-
times at the end people will tell 
me like: ‘Oh, I’m not afraid of 
this animal anymore,’ and that 
feels really rewarding,” Reit-
man said. 

Youth Services Librarian 
Kate Rumplik also took a mo-
ment to talk about the reptile 
program. 

“We’re really looking for-

ward to the program today,” 
Rumplik said. “We have a 
huge group, so it’ll be excit-
ing. It’s our first big program 
at the new library, so we’re ex-
cited to try it out.”

It was a very successful 
first large event for the library, 
and a very interactive and fun 
one for the children. 

The Hampden Free Pub-
lic Library is looking forward 
to the rest of their children’s 
summer activities, which you 
can find more information 
about on their Facebook page 
at Hampden Free Public Li-
brary or their website at www.
hampden-library.org 

For more information 
about Rainforest Reptile 
Shows, check out their web-
site at www.rainforestreptile-
shows.com or give them an 
email at reptileman@rainfor-
estreptileshows.com. 

REPTILES from page 1

Reitman introduces 
the attendees to 
Flo the snake.

Herpetologist and animal education Fern 
Reitman introduces herself to the children. 

Turley photos by Noelle Hisgen

Reitman tells the audience 
some fun facts about Mr. 
Wiggles the alligator.

Semiquincentennial 
Quilt Project on 
exhibit through July

WILBRAHAM - The Semiquin-
centennial Quilt Project is pleased to 
announce that they will exhibit their 
quilted wall hangings at the Wilbra-
ham Public Library July 2 through 30. 

A reception will be held in the 
Brooks Room on July 14 from 6:30 to 
8 p.m. Each quilter was asked to cre-
ate a quilt depicting a place or reason 
that they loved living in the USA. 

The quilts are varied in technique 
and theme. The public are invited 
to view the quilts during the library 
opening hours. 

If you would like more informa-
tion, please contact Karen or Valerie 
at semiquincentennialquiltproject@
gmail.com.

Teen Drawing 
Workshop at WPL

WILBRAHAM - On Thursday, 
July 28 from 5:30 to 7 p.m., grades 
6-12 can join us for “Teen Drawing 
Workshop: Seashells” at the Wilbra-
ham Public Library. 

This workshop is an introduction 
to graphite sketching taught by Ellie 
Antonacci of Art Lessons with Ellie. 
Ellie will be teaching several drawing 
techniques as the group sketches sea-
shells from observation. 

Each artist will leave class with a 
small coastal still life. All supplies are 
included and all skill levels are wel-
come. Starting on July 13 at 9 am, on-
line registration is required at wilbra-
hamlibrary.org or call 413-596-6141. 

This program is sponsored in full 
by a grant from the Wilbraham Cul-
tural Council, a local agency which is 
supported by the Mass Cultural Coun-
cil, a state agency.  

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Wilbraham Hampden Times
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Letters to the editor should be 
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter writers to 
include his or her town of residence 
and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal 
attacks, defamation of character and 
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by 
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor, 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly correct 

factual errors that appear in this paper 
and can be substantiated. Corrections 
or clarifications will always appear on 
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail 
or mailed communication to the editor 
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 
is published every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc. One year out of town 
subscriptions are available at $45, out 
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission 
of news material, letters to the editor 
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Editorial 
Policy

VIEWPOINTS

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Wilbraham-Hampden 

Times welcomes readers to 
participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to 
the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent 
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed 
to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
krivers@turley.com. Please include 
a daytime telephone number for 
verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered 
for that Thursday’s newspaper. 
No attack letters will be printed. 
No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy 
will be printed. If the volume of 
letters received is larger than the 
space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, 
the newspaper reserves the right 
to print a representative sample. 
No endorsement letters will be 
printed in the last edition before the 
election. 

For more information, call the 
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election 

coverage, the newspaper plans to 
print stories about contested races 
for Congress, state Senate, state 
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well 
as a question-and-answer voters 
guide. In order to ensure fairness 
to all candidates, no political press 
releases will be printed, nor will 
reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to 
further publicize their candidacy, 
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid 
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden 
Times.

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

The Wilbraham-Hampden

TIMES

EDITOR
Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Jordan Conrad

jconrad@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times 
is published every Thursday by 

Turley Publications, Inc., 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. 

Telephone (413) 283-8393, 
Fax  (413) 289-1977. 

WEB
wilbrahamhampden

times.turley.com

PHONE
(413) 283-8393

ADDRESS
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

Dear Rusty: 
When I look at my earn-

ings on my Social Security 
account, I see that in 1955 
and 1956 have no earn-
ings. I was in the U.S. Navy 
as a first officer and have 
my DD-214 paperwork, 
which shows my military 
service from Oct. 1954-
Oct. 1958. 

My Social Security 
earnings record shows that 
I had earnings in 1954, 
1957 and 1958 but doesn’t 
show that I was paid in 
1955 or 1956. Shouldn’t I 
have received Social Secu-
rity credit for all my ser-
vice years?

Signed: An Older 
Veteran 

Dear Older Veteran: 
First, I want to thank 

you for your military ser-
vice. 

Whether your earnings 
while in the military would 
provide you with any addi-
tional Social Security ben-
efit depends on your career 
earnings after leaving mil-
itary service. Here’s why:  

Your monthly Social 
Security benefit is based 
upon the highest earning 
35 years over your lifetime 
with earlier years adjusted 
for inflation. 

From those highest 
earning 35 years, SS devel-
ops your Average Indexed 
Monthly Earnings, your 
lifetime “AIME,” which is 
the basis of the SS benefit 
you get if you claim for 
benefits to start at your 
Full Retirement Age So, if 
- after you completed your 
military service - you had 
at least 35 years of other 
employment where you 
earned more money than 
you did while serving, then 
your military pay won’t 
affect your Social Security 
benefit.  

FYI, Social Security 
payroll tax has been with-
held from military pay 
since 1957, which is why 
your SS earnings record 
shows your military pay 
only for 1957 and 1958.  
Your SS record wouldn’t 
show military pay prior to 
1957 because you didn’t 
contribute to SS from your 
military pay during those 
years. 

The earnings you see 
in your SS earnings record 
for 1954 are likely from 
non-military employment 
prior to starting active duty 
in October 1954.   

SS does provide older 
veterans with “special ex-

tra credits for military ser-
vice,” but those credits are 
only a supplemental earn-
ings amount added to your 
military pay record during 
the years you served. 

It is not a bonus amount 
added to your monthly 
Social Security payment; 
rather it is only an amount 
added to your military pay 
record used when calcu-
lating your Social Securi-
ty benefit. For those who 
served prior to 1957, So-
cial Security would have 
no record of your military 
earnings during those early 
service years. 

But when you claimed 
Social Security later in life, 
they would have asked if 
you served in the military 
and given you “special 
extra credit” in the form 
of presumed earnings for 
your service years. They 
likely asked for a copy of 
your DD-214 and would 
have added $160 to your 
military earnings record 
for each active-duty month 
from October 1954 through 
December 1956 and addi-
tional earnings credits for 
1957 and 1958. 

But that doesn’t mean 
you get a special Social Se-
curity bonus for your mil-
itary service. If you have 
at least 35 years of civilian 
employment after serving 
in the Navy, your service 
years would only affect 
your SS benefit if those 
military service years were 
among the highest paying 
35 years over your en-
tire lifetime.  And, again, 
please accept our apprecia-
tion for your service to our 
country. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is 
intended for information 
purposes and does not 
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpre-
tations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Founda-
tion’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National 
Social Security Associa-
tion  To submit a question, 
visit amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

My annual flower 
gardens were just 
starting to come 

into their own when I noticed 
some damage on the leaves.  

They looked chomped on 
from the outer edge going 
in. Some leaves also had a 
watery brown residue on 
them.  

Going by date, I 
knew the culprit al-
ready, even before 
digging around the 
base of the plant. 
The Asiatic Gar-
den beetle is hard at 
work wrecking my 
plants.  

Read on to learn 
more about this 
pest.  

I’ve also 
got some good 
n e w s . 
B l u e b e r -
ries and 
peas are ready for 
harvest. Yippee! 

The Asiatic Garden beetle 
is a bit smaller than the Jap-
anese beetle and is chestnut 
brown in color. It feeds during 
the night, so look for chewed 
foliage in gardens or planter 
boxes under lampposts, street 
lights or other outside lights.  

Cultivate directly un-
derneath the affected plant 
during the day and you will 
likely see the culprits scurry 
back into the soil. Usually 
they snuggle up very close to 
the stems an inch or so below 
the soil surface. 

Sometimes watering at 
the base of the plant will 
bring them to the top of the 
soil where they can be easi-
ly collected or squished. This 
is one pest you don’t want 
to have around – send them 
swimming in a soapy bath or 
you may not have any plants 
left!  

In my experience, two 
plants they particularly love 
are coleus and calibrachoa. 
This year they are decimating 
my blue salvia.  

It’s pretty amazing that 
I’ve found dozens a day in 
an 18-inch planter. If digging 
around in the soil isn’t your 
style, go out near dusk with 
a headlamp or flashlight and 
pick them right off the plant. 

Hand picking 
can signifi-
cantly cut 
down on the 

damage.
One note of 

good news is that my 
blueberries are bearing great 
this year, really it’s the first 
year that I’ve had a signifi-
cant harvest since the bushes 
were given to me over a de-
cade ago. I am pretty certain I 
owe it all to Organic Grower 
Supply through Fedco Seeds, 
(fedcoseeds.com), where I 
purchased “Blueberry Boost-
er.” 

I ordered the fertilizer last 
year and applied 3 pounds 
per bush in the springtime. 
Lo and behold it worked.  

I have enough to do it 
again this fall since I missed 
the opportunity this past 
spring.  A blend of Gran-
ite Meal, sulfur, Tennessee 
brown rock phosphate, com-
post, and Azomite, the mix 
reduces the soil pH and pro-
vides the nutrients necessary 
for healthy blueberry plants 
and good fruit.

Fourth of July weekends 
over the last several years 
have been spent picking, 
shucking and freezing peas, 
and this year is no exception. 
It’s technically a tradition 

around my house.  
Now you may be think-

ing that I really know how 
to have fun, but to me, this 
is what summer is made of! 
I plant my peas the end of 
April, so typically they ripen 
almost on cue each year! 

I plant three seeds deep a 
couple of inches apart 

up against the interi-
or of my garden 
fence where they 
naturally climb 
up with their 
tendrils attach-

ing to one an-
other and the fence. I 
loosen up the soil prior 
to planting, but I never 

add any fertilizer – may-
be just a sprinkling of com-
post if I am feeling generous.  

Since peas are legumes, 
they “fix” their own nitrogen 
from the air.  

I do soak the seeds in an 
inoculant prior to planting 
them, however, to make the 
fixation happen easily and to 
reportedly increase yield.  

If you are going to try 
your hand at freezing your 
“shell” peas, as opposed to 
sugar snap or snow peas, be 
sure to pick, shuck and freeze 
in the same sitting, since peas 
begin to lose their sweetness 
within hours of being off the 
plant. 

Like anything else, we 
take the good with the bad.  
As long as there is enough 
good, we won’t throw in the 
trowel just yet.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

Why doesn’t my Social 
Security record show all 
my military earnings?

Bad news and good news in this week’s garden

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

support community journalism

I’m always appre-
c i a t i v e 
tor the 

p e o p l e 
that trust 
me to 
share their 
stories. I’m 
also inspired 
by their hum-
bleness, their 
life experienc-
es, yet continue 
to show such com-
passion and generos-
ity to others.  

Kyle and Trish Peters 
who met in 2003, haven’t had 
the easiest lives beginning 
in childhood, yet together 
have shown courage and re-
silience through their almost 
twenty-year marriage. Once 
they stayed in a trailer with 
2-bedrooms and yet offered 
a homeless man struggling in 
the cold a safe haven, though 
it meant nine people living 
there. They’ve also lived in 

the garage of a friend, deter-
mined to start over to create 
a better life for themselves. 
They even lived in a shelter 
for a short time, but as they 
matured, they’ve dedicat-
ed themselves to improving 
their lives as well as the lives 
of their children. 

Two young people with 
troubled pasts involving alco-
hol and drugs went down that 
path for a while. When they 
became young parents unfor-
tunately, that didn’t end their 

self-destruction 
right away. Af-

ter their 2nd 
child, it was 
discovered 
Trish has 
Anti E, 
a medi-

cal con-
dition and 

both are RH 
negative, which 
explained why 

Trish suffered five 
miscarriages. Today they have 
three children in their teens. 
Their oldest, a son, graduat-
ed this month and their old-
est daughter is a member of 
the National Honor Society. 
What great examples they are 
for their younger sister! 

Together they’ve learned 
what unconditional love from 
a parent is all about and about 
the love of a child for their 
parent. They continue help-
ing their parents when need-
ed and others as well with 

strength and determination. 
Kyle as an adult, was di-

agnosed with bi-polar and 
anxiety that meds are life al-
tering for him. While Trish 
suffers from hip dysplasia. 
both are hardworking indi-
viduals and valuable assets 
to their employers where they 
both work. Trish who has 
been a CNA for twelve years 
and Kyle is part of the Main-
tenance Department.  Her 
dream is to further her educa-
tion in nursing or social work.

They were separated for 
about a year and a half, both 
dating other individuals and 
on the verge of divorce.  Tr-
ish said she remembers well 
the night Kyle came to her 
and her partner’s house on a 
particularly hard day and said 
she looked like she needed a 
hug.  She admitted she did, 
he reciprocated and right then 
both realized they loved each 
other and belonged together.  
That part of this love story is 

as they say, ‘the rest is histo-
ry’.

Kyle at one time wrote 
songs and was a well-known 
performer.  He explained he’d 
been in a dark place with his 
lyrics portraying that. As he 
looks at those writings now, 
he realizes just how somber 
they were and doesn’t enjoy 
even reading them anymore.

One of Kyle’s co-workers 
was always encouraging him 
while often reciting various 
scriptures.  Kyle though being 
an atheist, was open to hear-
ing another way of looking at 
life.  His co-worker admitted 
that he’d also dealt with some 
tough things and how finding 
the Bible and religion helped 
him with those battles.  Kyle 
said he never preached to him 
but rather shared with him out 
of concern. 

Kyle explained when 
they were looking for a new 

By Barb Turcotte

Please see KINDNESS,
 page 10
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COMMUNITY
BULLETIN BOARD

Readers are encouraged to send in 
medium to high resolution photos 

for this page by e-mail to 
krivers@turley.com or

mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 

WILBRAHAMWILBRAHAM
HAMPDENHAMPDEN

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Send us in
your 

announcements!
Happy Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run 

here free of charge, please keep it 

to less than 50 words.

Please send to krivers@turley.com

GET YOUR BUSINESS GET YOUR BUSINESS 
NOTICED!NOTICED!

Contact Jordan for more information
413-687-4511 • jconrad@turley.com

SSPPIIRRIITT
by advertising in your local newspaperby advertising in your local newspaper

SShow your localhow your local  

WMS Robotics 
represented 
Massachusetts in the 
International Robotics 
Competition at Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute on 
June 13. From left: Riya 
Kar, Genette Fanning, 
Michelle Ohemeng, Joey 
Montano, Sam Castellano, 
and George Lam.

Submitted photo Richard Scott

Richard Scott sent in a photo of an aftermath of an accident at the top of 
Chapel Street around Noontime on June 19.

Chapel Street Accident

Rotary announces 
‘Changing of the Guard’…‘Changing of the Guard’…

Submitted photo and caption Charlie Bennett

WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham-
Hampden Rotary Club announced 
its “Changing of the Guard”, new 
officers and directors for the next 
year, at its June 25 meeting at the 
Country Club of Wilbraham. Holding 
flowers is new president Ann Marie 
Ottoson, (from left) Charlie Bennett, 
director; Diane Ryan, director; Larry 
Ottoson, director and Brad Sperry, 
secretary. (Photo by Geo)

Hot rodders came to Wilbraham Middle School on June 11 for 
a car parade at the school called “Outsiders Day.” The vehicles 
circled the school a few times as students stood outside to 
celebrate while dressed in character from the book “The 
Outsiders.”
The event was co-created by Denise Moore, an eighth-grade 
English teacher at WMS, and Jo Mars, a web creator at Jo’s 
Footprints. 

Submitted photos Brian McQuillan

Outsiders Day at WMS

Submitted photo and caption Anna Howell

Wilbraham Garden Club adds a festive patriotic touch to 
the gazebo at Gazebo Park!

Wilbraham Garden Club 
decorates gazebo for 
250th/Fourth of July 

represents state 
at International 

Robotics 
Competition

Submitted photo and caption Samuel Kar Kin Lam

WMS Robotics
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PET PAGEPET PAGE
PET OF THE MONTH

These sisters 
are both 

11 years old 
and were 
adopted 

through Dakin 
in 2015. 

They live a 
very happy 

and contented 
life with 

Penny LeBel 
of Ludlow.

ATTENTION
READERS! 

Send in your pet picture for our 
“Pet of the Month” and receive a 

FREE weekend get-away or 
spa package for your pet 

courtesy of Porter Road Pet Care. 
Email your photos to: 

jwalker@turley.com. Please include 
your name and your pet’s name.

141 Porter Road
East Longmeadow MA

413-525-3532

Po
rt

er 
Road Pet Care

Boarding . Day Care .
 Gr

oo

mi
ng

 

Porter Road Pet Care

www.porterroadpetcare.com

Save $5
on Daycare, 
Grooming 

or Boarding 
Services

Limit 1 coupon per pet.
Expires 7/31/26

• Day Care 
• Boarding                         
 Web Cams  
 Heated 
 Large 
 Indoor/Outdoor 
 Accommodations
 Playtime Available - 
 Fenced in 
 1/4 Acre Lot

• SPA Services 
   Available
 Bathing
 Haircuts
 Maincures

Protect Your Pets From the HeatThe warmer days have arrived, 
and with it,  scorching tem-
peratures. It’s not just us hu-

mans who need to take precautions 
to stay safe and cool during the 
summer; our pets also need a lit-
tle TLC to keep the dangers of high 
temperatures at bay.

Believe it or not, our furry friends 
can also experience heat-re-
lated illnesses, including  heat 
strokes  and  dehydration, as well 
as paw pad burns. As pet parents, 
there are steps we can take to pro-
tect them from potential heat haz-
ards to ensure they have a happy 
and healthy summer.

Pet heat-related illnesses
Rising temperatures can pose 

significant risks to our pets. Un-
derstanding common heat-related 
illnesses’ signs and symptoms is 
crucial to prevent complications.

Heat stroke in pets
It’s important to note that ani-

mals can’t cool down by sweating 
like we (humans) do. Although they 

do have their own ways of cooling 
themselves, like panting, it can be 
harder for them to regulate their 
body temperature in high heat. A 
heat stroke occurs when our  pet’s 
body temperature rises  to a dan-
gerous level, and they can’t cool 
down. This can cause organ dam-
age or even be life-threatening.
• Heat stroke in pet symptoms:
• Drooling
• Excessive panting
• Red gums
• Increased heart rate
• Vomiting
• Weakness
• Seizures (in severe cases)

What to do if your pet 
has a heat stroke:

• Take your pet to a cool, shaded 
area

• Give them cold water to drink
• Help them cool down with a fan 

or put a cool, wet towel over 
them

• Call your vet to advise on the 
next steps

Paw pad burns
Hot sidewalks, pavement and 

sand, can cause burns on your pet’s 
paw pads. If you want to check if 
the ground is too hot for your pet, 
you can follow the seven-second 
rule by pressing your hand against 
the pavement or asphalt for seven 
seconds. If it’s too hot for you, it’s 
too hot for your pet. 

According to  Dr. Sara Ochoa, a 
veterinarian in Whitehouse, Texas, 
“Asphalt can become significant-
ly hotter than the surrounding air 
temperature. On a sunny day, as-
phalt can reach temperatures up 
to 104 to 140 degrees Fahrenheit.” 
She recommends avoiding walk-
ing on asphalt when the ambient 
temperature is above 86 degrees 
Fahrenheit.

If you must take your pet outside 
when it’s hot, walking in grassy 

areas or using protective booties 
is best.

Paw pad burn symptoms: 
• Blisters on their paws
• Missing skin on their paw pads
• Redness
• Limping
• Refusing to walk
• Discolored pads
• Excessive licking of paws

How to treat your 
pet’s paw pad burn:

• Disinfect your pet’s paw pads 
with water and antibacterial 
soap

• Soak paws in clean, cool water
• Bandage your pet’s paws to 

prevent licking and infections
• Call your vet to assess the 

seriousness of the burns

Dehydration in pets
Like us, pets can become dehy-

drated in hot weather if they don’t 
drink enough water while engaging 

in activities. Dehydration occurs 
when your pet loses more water 
and electrolytes than it takes in. 
Drinking plenty of water ensures 
your pet can cool down when their 
body temperature rises. If you plan 
to take your pet out for the day, 
bring an extra water bottle and a 
drinking bowl. If you plan to leave 
your pet at home while you’re out, 
be sure they have enough water 
until you return.

Dehydration symptoms in pets:
• Difficulty breathing
• Muscle tremors
• Excessive panting
• Lethargy
• Vomiting or diarrhea
• Dry nose
• Sunken eyes (in severe dehy-

dration)
• Collapse or shock (in severe 

dehydration)

What to do if your 
pet is dehydrated

If your pet presents symptoms 
of severe dehydration, call your vet 
immediately.

Offer small amounts of water 
with ice. Drinking too much water 
can cause them to vomit, worsen-
ing dehydration.

Tips to keep your pet
safe in the heat

Keeping our furry friends safe 
during the warmer months is cru-
cial for their health. Here are a few 
expert tips for pet owners to keep 
their pets cool and comfortable all 
summer.

Never leave your pet alone 
inside a parked car

Not only is leaving your pet alone 
in your car illegal  in some states 
but doing so can result in perma-
nent organ damage or even death. I 
know what you’re thinking, “I’ll just 
leave the air conditioning on.” Not 
so fast. It’s not just the heat from 
outside that can affect your pet. 
Your pet’s body temperature can 
also rise due to stress, and exces-
sive panting can worsen rising body 
temperatures. 

Every Wednesday Night at 5:30 p.m.
Non-Commital Obedience Socialization Group. 
Find us at Belchertown State School in front of 

Christopher Heights and Belchertown Day School.

NEW CLASSES!
JULY!

• Beginners Tracking Class
* Sign Up Online for these classes at the Belchertown Rec Dept.

COMING IN AUGUST
• Obedience Classes

Check our FaceBook page or Belchertown Rec Dept. for more info.

PACK WALKS
– Every Saturday in Post Office 

Park Wilbraham at Noon.

– Every Sunday in Bechertown 
behind the Police Dept. at 10 a.m.

All Ages And Breeds Welcome
$20 Each - Weather Permitting

413-246-0859 • AKC Certified

Wilbraham Animal Hospital
2424 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

413.596.8395
wilbrahamanimalhospital.com

East Springfield Veterinary Hospital
525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA
413.739.6389 • esvhospital.com
(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291)

Open Evenings & Saturdays

WILBRAHAM
Animal Hospital

Andrew R. Hersman, DVM
William D. Anderson, DVM

Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM
Nicholas Schipper, DVM 

Madison Harris, DVM 
Lynn Dgetluck, DVM 
Leah Guidry, DVM

Denise Chiminiello, DVM
Caitlin Vaugh, DVM

ELDOTC
East Longmeadow Dog

Obedience Training Club
Classes held at 

546 Main Street, Hampden, MA
Classes held every Monday-Thursday evenings

We Teach You How to Train Your Dog!

Facebook.com/eastlongmeadowdogobedience

Obedience Training - 
Beginner to Utility

For Information or to Register
Call (413) 355-0553

eastlongmeadowdogobedience.com

Start Your 
Puppy or Rescue 
Off Right With 

Obedience Training 
at ELDOTC!

Meet Relish Meet Relish 
and Pickles!and Pickles!

WILBRAHAM - Pedi-
atric & Adolescent Med-
icine awards The George 
F.  Vitek  Scholarship to a 
deserving high school se-
nior with excellent academic 
achievement, dedication to 
their community and a plan to 
study in the field of science or 
medicine. This year we were 
able to award the scholarship 
to three deserving students. 

Dr.  Priya  Malik  pre-
sented the 2026  George 
F.  Vitek  Scholarship to  Julia 
Royce  from Monson, who 
will be  attending  Worcester 
State  for  Speech Language 
Pathology.    Dr.  Priya  Ma-
lik  also  presented the 2026 
George F. Vitek Scholarship 
to Mostaffa Saleh from Wil-
braham, who will be  attend-

ing  Northeastern University 
for Biology and Computer Sci-

ence.  Dr. Thirza Lareau pre-
sented the 2026  George 

F. Vitek Scholarship to  Jacob 
Vermette from Ludlow, who 

will be attending  Brandeis 
University for Biology.  

Congratulations, we wish 
you all the best!

2026 George F. Vitek Scholarship recipients announced

Mostaffa Saleh Julia Royca Jacob Venette
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www.richardgreeninsurance.com 
Fax: 413-267-3496

Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

• AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE

32 Somers Rd., Hampden • 566-0028128 Main St., Monson • 267-3495

Two Locations:

Please visit our website for an auto,
homeowners, or life insurance quotes

• Great Locations • Registry service
• Quotes gladly given • We make housecalls

KEEP YOUR BASEMENTKEEP YOUR BASEMENT
DRY!DRY! FREE

ESTIMATES!CALL TODAY!
413-279-9133413-279-9133

OVER 
20 YEARS OF 
EXPERIENCE

• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

to realize you’re just the lat-
est name on a very long list 
of people who have taken the 
time to care for it for over two 
centuries. We’re not the first 
to do this, and we—hopeful-
ly!—won’t be the last. We’re 
simply taking our turn, and 
that’s a privilege.”

Bourcier shared how this 
all came together, crediting 
the CPC, community and the 
Finance Committee for their 
work bringing this restoration 
to reality. 

“Like anything built 233 
years ago, the Old Meeting 
House needs regular care and 
upkeep. The exterior paint 
had cracked and peeled over 
time, and testing confirmed 
it contained lead. Birds were 
starting to make their way 
into the attic, so a proper res-
toration was the clear next 
step,” Bourcier said. “Our 
Society President, David 
Bourcier, gets credit for lead-
ing this charge. He researched 
the options, prepared the ap-
plication, and secured a Com-
munity Preservation Commit-
tee grant, funding designed 
for exactly this kind of histor-
ic preservation. That meant 
the work could get done with-
out adding to the town’s ex-
penses. Win-win! From there, 
it was a community process. 
The CPC approved the re-
quest, the Finance Committee 
endorsed it, and Wilbraham 
voters approved it at the 2025 
Annual Town Meeting. It’s a 
testament to what a commu-
nity can accomplish when it 
decides its history is worth 
preserving, not just for us, 
but for everyone who comes 
next.”

She also emphasized the 
importance of preserving the 
town’s history for the years to 
come. 

“The Old Meeting House 
isn’t just an old building; it’s a 
place that holds Wilbraham’s 
history…literally! Inside is a 
collection of local artifacts, 
each with its own connection 
to the families, industries, 
and traditions that shaped this 
town. When residents support 
the museum, they’re making 
sure those stories stay acces-
sible to the next generation, 
so that kids can step inside 
and see where they come 
from,” Bourcier said. “Histo-
ry belongs to everyone, and 
a landmark like this is one of 
the few places in Wilbraham 
where you can actually stand 
inside it.”

Bourcier said she and the 
society have also appreciated 
the community coming out 
for their events, reflecting on 
their recent offerings. 

“This season we’ve put 
time and energy into reimag-
ining our events as experienc-
es, and it’s been fun to see the 

response. Our recent bridal 
exhibit is a great example. We 
paired an exhibit of dresses 
from the 1850s to the 1950s 
with on-theme cupcakes and 
sparkling cider in champagne 
flutes. Plus, guests made their 
own floral bouquets in the 
gardens. It turned a museum 
visit into an afternoon cele-
bration,” Bourcier said. 

There’s also more to come 
with the Ice Cream Social on 
Sunday, July 12 from 2 to 4 
p.m.

“We have a lot more on 
the way. Our upcoming Ice 
Cream Social is shaping up to 
be a real ‘treat,’ with a tribute 
to all things art and summer, 
complete with free ice cream 
cups donated by Friendly’s, 
kids’ crafts, and live music 
from the Valley String Band,” 
Bourcier said. “We encourage 
you to bring your supplies 
and paint alongside members 
of the Wilbraham Art League, 
who will be in the garden.”

She added the fall will 
have some activities too.

“We know summer 
goes fast, so as we lean into 
‘spooky season,’ we’re roll-
ing out some great fall pro-
gramming. Back by popular 
demand, we have a Grave-
stone Art and walking tour 
of Adams Cemetery with 
local author Derek Strahan. 
Plus a look at the Springfield 
Witch Trials with Elizabeth 
Kapp, Curator of History at 
the Springfield Museums,” 
Bourcier said. “There’s some-
thing for everyone this year, 
and every event is free and 
family-friendly. The best way 
to keep up with the full calen-
dar is through our new web-
site, theomh.org. We’d love to 
see some new faces!”

Bourcier, who became the 
museum’s marketing director 
this year, shared what she en-
joys about volunteering at the 
OMH.

“My favorite part of be-
ing the new volunteer Mar-
keting Director is the event 
planning. I like thinking up 
fun new ways to bring the 
community through our doors 
and help them learn some-
thing new about their town,” 
Bourcier said. “The truth is, 
a lot of people drive past us 
every day and don’t even real-
ize we’re a museum! So when 
we get someone in the door, 
spark a little excitement about 
what they saw, and send them 
home eager to tell their friends 
and family, that’s the part that 
means the most. Every visit is 
a chance to discover a piece 
of Wilbraham’s history and 
make a new memory.”

She also encouraged the 
community to get involved 

and support the museum how-
ever way they can.

“Residents can get in-
volved in a few different 
ways. They can become a 
member [theomh.org/mem-
bership]. They can donate, 
whether monetary [theomh.
org/donation] or via an arti-
fact [theomh.org/artifact-do-
nation]. They can buy Wil-
braham merchandise in our 
museum gift store. Or they 
can simply attend our free 
events and spread the word. 
We welcome anyone with an 
interest in Wilbraham’s histo-
ry, whether you’ve lived here 
your whole life or just moved 
to the area,” Boucrier said. 
“You can reach us at muse-
um@theomh.org, or follow 
along on Instagram, Face-
book, TikTok, and YouTube. 
Our full calendar is on our 
website theomh.org. We’ve 
got a great monthly lineup 
now through December, con-
cluding with our annual Hol-
iday Fest!”

Bourcier’s message was 
this.

“Thank you. Thank you 
to Town of Wilbraham Facil-
ities Director Sam Boyd, Roy 
Brown Architects, New Gen-
eration Painting, Keith Isham 
Landscaping, our volunteer 
gardener Kate Belsky, and 
our very own Members and 
volunteer Board of Trustees. 
This local landmark looks 
its best because of you. And 

we can’t forget the Wilbra-
ham community. This project 
happened because volunteers 
stepped up and neighbors 
voted YES, and that’s exact-
ly how it should happen,” 
Bourcier said. “When I look 
at the freshly restored Old 
Meeting House, I don’t just 
see an old building that’s 
been preserved. I see a list of 
people stretching all the way 

back to 1793: the craftsmen, 
the caretakers, the volunteers, 
the donors, the voters, every-
one who took their turn look-
ing after it. We were lucky 
enough to add our names to 
that list this year, and we hope 
that we’ve made it a little eas-
ier for the next generation to 
add theirs. We’ll see you this 
season at The OMH!”

OMH from page 1

Photos courtesy of Lindsey Bourcier

The Old Meeting House Museum with some red, white and blue bunting ahead of America’s 
250th birthday. 

The Hearse House was also part of the restorations.

Major traffic 
impacts this 
summer 

WILBRAHAM - Trav-
elers through the Spring-
field Street at Stony Hill 
Road intersection are ad-
vised to plan for major 
traffic impacts due to the 
intersection and sidewalk 
improvement project in 
this area this summer. Lud-
low Construction and their 
subcontractors will start 
work on Tuesday, June 
23. This project will run 
most of the summer, with 
substantial completion ex-
pected by Aug. 28. Travel 
lanes will be closed with 
alternating traffic from 7 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. through-
out construction. Travelers 
should use alternate routes 
to avoid delays. 

The project includes 
several improvements in-
cluding:

Widening the east-
bound approach to im-
prove the alignment and 
visibility of the left-turn 
lanes on Springfield Street. 

Installing a new con-
crete sidewalk along the 
north side of Springfield 
Street, extending from 
Town Hall to Stony Hill 
Road Grammar School. 

Upgrading the traffic 
signal to include dedicated 
turning signals and pedes-
trian crosswalk signals. 

Tonya Capparello, Di-
rector of Public Works 
and Town Engineer said, 
““Thanks to grant fund-
ing from the Massachu-
setts Gaming Commission 
Community Mitigation 
Fund and MassDOT’s 
Complete Streets Pro-
gram, along with local 
support from the Wilbra-
ham tax payers and local 
boards and committees we 
are able to deliver mean-
ingful upgrades that will 
improve traffic flow, in-
crease pedestrian safety, 
and enhance accessibility 
for residents, students, and 
visitors. The new sidewalk 
connection between Town 
Hall, the Senior Center 
and the Stony Hill Road 
Grammar School is espe-
cially significant provid-
ing a safer route for pedes-
trians while strengthening 
connectivity within our 
community. I would also 
like to recognize the res-
idents and property own-
ers who will be affected 
by this project. They have 
been terrific to work with 
throughout the planning 
process, and their cooper-
ation, patience, and con-
structive feedback have 
helped us move this proj-
ect forward.”

For project updates 
visit: www.wilbraham-ma.
gov.
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75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Start your smile journey today!
Scan to book a complimentary consult.

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

NO REFERRAL NEEDED

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Start your smile journey today!
Scan to book a complimentary consult.

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

NO REFERRAL NEEDED

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

this is their first time at the 
library’s new location. 

For over 26 years, the 
Toe Jam Puppet Band has 
been entertaining children 
across Massachusetts. Vinny 
Lovegrove and Tom Poitras 
spoke about their band, their 
history, and their love for per-
forming for children. 

“So, I play the music, and 
Vinny comes up with the ac-
tivities, so it’s a very energet-
ic show. We have the kids up 
and doing something for ev-
ery song,” Poitras said.

“Tom’s written a lot of the 
songs that we use. Like he 
said, I come up with the stuff 
to do with the kids. I think 
that we’re both really wired 
for what we do. So the fact 
we get to travel around the 
state, make a living, have fun, 
meet new people, and support 
libraries is awesome,” Lo-
vegrove said.

Youth Services Librari-
an Kate Rumplik also took 
a moment to talk about Toe 
Jam.

“They are super easy to 
work with, and they are a lot 
of fun,” Rumplik said. “They 
do so well with the kids, get-
ting them all hyped up, and 
then they calm them down. 
They sing songs and dance, 
and then they sit down again, 
and it’s a whole lot of fun.” 

It was a fun-filled after-
noon filled with so many en-
ergetic skits and songs from 
the Toe Jam Puppet Band, 
and Hampden looks forward 
to Toe Jam’s next perfor-
mance in their town. 

Toe Jam Puppet Band 
was sponsored by the Hamp-
den Cultural Council: A 
local agency sponsored by 
the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency. 

For more information 
about Toe Jam, check out 
their website at toejampup-
petband.com.

historical fantasy and more. 
During the June 9 kickoff, 

Mary Grassetti explained the 
rules and how the group will 
work, with the first theme 
presented being “Summer 
Escape.”

From there, the attendees 
received their book.

At the end 
of each ses-
sion, the 
a t t e n d e e s 
will come 
t o g e t h e r 
to discuss 
their blind 
date books 
and hear 
about the next 
theme and se-
lect their next 
book. 

Also, if 
someone wants 
another book, 
they can do 
just that. They 
will just have to 
finish their first 
book and return 
it before receiv-
ing the next book. 

The group is 
possible through 
Hampden Free Pub-
lic Library Director 
Ellen Moriarty and 
her team, who helped choose 

and provide the selection of 
books for the book club.

Also, to the late Cindy 
O’Sullivan, whose love for 
books, reading and education 
inspire everyone at the senior 
center every day. 

To register for the next 
meeting, the community is 
encouraged to call the senior 

center at 413-566-5588 be-
fore Aug. 14. You must reg-
ister so there are plenty of 
books for everyone. 

To learn more, contact the 
senior center or check out 
their monthly newsletter, The 
Scribe.

TOE JAM from page 1

BLIND DATE from page 1

ABOVE: Mr. 
Vinny brings 
out the bubble 
machine for the 
first time for the 
children.

LEFT: Mr. Vinny 
and Mr. Tom 
get everyone to 
join them for a 
musical game 
of “Red Light, 
Green Light.”

S

Turley photos by Turley photos by 
Noelle HisgenNoelle Hisgen

The books ready to be chosen.

Photo courtesy of Tina Doran

Refreshments to welcome attendees to the new club.

This board explains to attendees 
what the club is all about. 

place to live, he posted on 
Facebook to his family and 
friends that he could use a 
little extra financial help to 
obtain a new apartment.  A 
friend from high school that 
he hadn’t even talked to in 
fifteen years, came forward 
and offered to help him.  He 
told Kyle it was a gift not 
a loan, but Kyle made sure 
to pay him back as he was 
so appreciative of the help 
when he needed it the most.  
They were amazed by the 
kindness and generosity 
of those who helped them.  
They now enjoy a beautiful 
apartment with each teen 
having their own space.  
The kids love it!

Kyle and Trish are filled 
with gratitude for how their 
lives have transformed and 
all the good things they 
are experiencing.  They 
feel their new beliefs have 
helped them with this new 
life and were even baptized 
on Easter Sunday. Kyle 
again credits his co-worker 
for introducing him to this 
new way of living.  

My vision is that he and 
his co-worker, who had 
also been a musician, write 
songs and perform them in 
their church.  When I sug-
gested that, Kyle’s eyes lit 
up saying maybe in the fu-
ture but he wasn’t ready for 
that just yet.

Their story is truly in-
spirational about the human 
spirit and a love that refused 
to give up on each other. 
The day of this interview 
Kyle proudly stated he was 
520 days completely sober. 
They’ll definitely both be an 
inspiration to others! Thank 
you for sharing this very 
personal story.

If you’d like to share a 
Random Act of Kindness 
story or if this one has 
touched you, please contact 
me at bdt514@aol.com or 
413-575-9385.  Who knows, 
you might see your story, 
‘Just ‘Cause’ you witnessed, 
you did or maybe received 
something nice being done 
for you.  See you soon with 
another Random Act of 
Kindness! ~  Barb

KINDNESS from page 6

HAMPDEN - Communi-
ty members turned out in im-
pressive numbers May 30 to 
support fundraiser tag sales 
for The Hampden Fire De-
partment, making the event a 
resounding success.

Held at LifeStream 
Church on Allen St. and The 
Federated Church on Main 
St, the tag sale featured a 
wide variety of donated 
items, including household 
goods, furniture, tools, toys, 
books, and collectibles. Res-
idents from across the com-
munity came together to 
shop, donate, volunteer, and 
show their appreciation for 
the firefighters who faithfully 
serve the town.

According to event or-
ganizers, the fundraiser ex-
ceeded expectations, raising 
$3,000.00 to support training 
programs for departmental 
needs. Fire department offi-
cials expressed gratitude for 

the overwhelming support re-
ceived from the churches and 
individual residents. These 
funds will better help to serve 
and protect our community.

Volunteers and attendees 
noted that the tag sale not 
only raised money but also 
strengthened community 
connections and provided an 
opportunity for neighbors to 
gather and support a worthy 
cause.

Pastor Diane Gunn, event 
coordinator, said that there 
will be a Phase 2 support sale 
when furnishings are needed 
for the new firehouse. 

The fire department ex-
tends its sincere thanks to 
everyone who contributed to 
the fundraiser’s success.

For more information 
about supporting the local 
fire department or upcoming 
fundraising activities, resi-
dents are encouraged to con-
tact the department directly.

Tag sale fundraiser a success 
for local fire department
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LUDLOW – On Saturday, 
June 20, the Western Mass 
Relics, a longtime softball 
league for senior citizens, 
held their John DaSilva Tour-
nament.

DaSilva, recently passed 
away, and was a huge mem-
ber of the league. Members 
of the league had a lot of 
positive things to say about 
DaSilva.

DaSilva joined the Relics 
after retiring from the U.S. 

Air Force having served 33 
years, with 29 years of ac-
tive duty. The day he signed 
up, they were in need of 
coaches, and he was talked 
into coaching. DaSilva was 
a coach every year he played 
in the league. He coached 
and played on the Diamond 
Dawgs.

For the league, he served 
as the registrar, treasurer, and 
chairman of the Silver Divi-
sion and also was responsible 

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Just when 
it appeared that the Western 
Mass. Pioneers were set to 
close out a 1–0 shutout vic-
tory against Black Rock FC, 
a late lapse gave the visitors 
from Nashua, New Hamp-
shire an opportunity 
to score the tying 
goal.

Black Rock 
FC converted a 
corner kick 
goal during 
the seventh 
minute of 
s t o p p a g e 
time and 
last Fri-
day night’s 
U S L 
League 2 
match-up held 
at Lusitano Sta-
dium ended in a 
1-1 draw. 

The result all 
but ended the Pi-
oneers’ postseason 
hopes, eliminating 
them from the USL 
League Two playoffs 
for the first time since 
joining the league in 
2019. 

“I really don’t know 
what happened at the 
end of tonight’s 
game,” said Pioneers 
head coach Federico 
Molinari. “Almost everything 
has gone wrong for us this 
season.”

It was the third consec-
utive tie between the two 
teams, who played a score-
less tie in the first meeting of 
the season on June 3. The two 
squads also played a 1-1 draw 

at Lusita- n o 
S t a d i u m a 
year ago.

The Pioneers en-
tered the final week of 

the 2026 regular season 
sitting in third place in 
the Northeast Division 
table with a 7-2-3 (24 
points) overall record. 

The Western Mass. 
squad were scheduled to 
play at AC Connecticut 

on Tuesday night 
before hosting the 
first place and unde-

feated Vermont 
Green FC, who 
have already 

clinched a playoff berth, in 
the regular season finale on 
Friday night.  

NEFC (10-2-0), who 
joined the league a year ago, 
is sitting in second place with 
30 points. They only need a 
tie against either last place 
Boston City FC or the Alba-

ny Rush to officially lock up a 
playoff spot for the first time. 
NEFC defeated the Pioneers, 
4-2, at Lusitano Stadium on 
May 23. 

Black Rock FC (5-3-3, 18 
points) has the chance to tie 
for third place if they can win 
their final three matches and 
the Pioneers lose a match.

Each soccer team earns 
three points for a victory and 
one point for a draw.

Just like in their first 
meeting of the regular season 
meeting a month earlier, nei-
ther Black Rock FC nor the 
Pioneers scored a goal during 
the first 45 minutes of last Fri-
day’s contest.

Geronnimo Gomes had 
two of the shot attempts for 
the home side during the 
opening half.  

At the beginning of the 

Relics host tournament to honor John DaSilva

The winning team for the tournament.Former players of the Western Mass. Relics softball league 
Don Holcumb and Ralph Becker. Joe Perla sends a pitch away.

for field maintenance. When 
he wasn’t at home he could 
be found at the field. 

DaSilva was, by nature, 
a fixer and a problem solver 
with many members. He set-

tled many disputes. He ran 
the draft for picking teams 
in both divisions and created 
maintained many databases.

He, along with Pat Lom-
bardo brought back the 

league’s yearly picnic and the 
annual Christmas party. There 
were many donations made 
for the picnic, which was a 
huge success with attendance 
and financially profitable to 

the Relics.
The tournament consisted 

of four teams looking to hon-
or DaSilva’s contributions to 
the league.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Pioneers, Black Rock battle to 
1-1 draw

HOLYOKE – PeoplesBank is in control of the 
Tri-County Baseball League once again, as the 
longtime playoff champions and multi-time regu-
lar season champions stand at an impressive 11-1-1 
so far this season. The Bankers 
have 23 points for the league 
lead with their main rivals, 
St. Joseph’s, tugging behind 
with 22 points. Teddy Bear 
Pools holds third place at 17 
points, while Turners Falls, the 
Spartans, and BankESB 
round out the standings, 
all with less than 10 
points. Last Monday, 
PeoplesBank played 
to their only tie of the 
season as they battled to a 
2-2 draw with the Spartans. 
The game was called due 
to darkness at South 
Hadley High School. 
Action resumed earlier 
this week with games 
scheduled on Wednes-
day, July 8.

Bankers in control following Bankers in control following 
Fourth of July holidayFourth of July holiday

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Santiago Blasco Gomez tries to keep 
the ball from going out.

Wynn Hammond Wynn Hammond 
looks to shoot.looks to shoot.

Sam Allen fields a grounder behind 
second base.

Pete Hogan fires down to second to try and 
catch a base stealer.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Cam Rivest, of Agawam, swings and 
connects.

Jackson 
LaValley winds 
and fires for 
PeoplesBank.

SEE MORE 
PHOTOS ON 

PAGE 12.

Please see PIONEERS, 
page 12

LEFT: The field house near the Relics softball fields.         ABOVE: The four teams involved in the DaSilva Memorial Tournament.
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HOLYOKE – The Val-
ley Blue Sox fell 11-2 to the 
Mystic Schooners on July 3 
at Mackenzie Stadium. Mys-
tic got in front early with four 
runs in each the second and 
third innings, never looking 
back en route to a dominant 
victory.

The loss is the Blue Sox’s 
sixth in seventh games and 
the seventh time they have al-
lowed 10 or more runs in the 
2026 season. The Schooners 
flipped the script on a Blue 
Sox team that beat them 11-
3, largely driven by nine early 
runs June 12. 

LHP Andrew Speranza 
(Marist) took the ball in his 
first Blue Sox start and last-
ed three innings, allowing 
eight earned runs in his debut 
on six hits. Blue Sox’s Head 
coach John Raiola said Sper-
anza was put in a tough start 
for his first appearance.

“Not to make excuses, but 
in reality he drove two hours 
to get here in 104 degrees and 
didn’t know anybody, and 
here you go,” Raiola said. 
“... Obviously it didn’t go the 
way that he wanted, and kind 
of snowballed on us from 
there.”

Speranza was the third 
new Blue Sox’s player to join 
the team in the past week and 
make a start in his first ap-
pearance. However his start 
went south quickly and was 
essentially ended by a three-
run home run into the Blue 
Sox bullpen. It was only the 
second home run hit at Mack-
enzie Stadium this season.

The Valley bullpen did 

well cleaning up the mess, 
pitching the remaining six 
innings without allowing an 
earned run. LHP Mike Madi-
gan (George Mason), RHP 
Lukas Jachens (SUNY One-
onta) and RHP Jason Pinson-
nault (Western New England) 
combined for a line of zero 
earned runs, five hits, one 
walk and three strikeouts.

For Pinsonnault, who has 
been a frequent late innings 
pitcher for Valley, it was busi-
ness as usual. Pinsonnault has 
not allowed an earned run 
since June 14, a span where 
he has thrown eight innings.

“Just been mixing well,” 
Pinsonnault said. “Every-
thing’s felt good. I’ve been 
able to command everything. 
Being able to command and 
mix with all three has been 
the biggest thing for me.”

While the bullpen did not 
have any earned runs, Mys-
tic did score three times after 
Speranza exited, largely due 
to some shaky defense from 
a Valley team that made five 
errors, a season high.

The Blue Sox are in their 
roughest stretch of play this 
season. They have lost six of 
their last seven games and 
dropped to fifth in the South 
Division.

Despite the tough run of 
games, Raiola is still opti-
mistic that his team can grind 
their way out of a rut.

“One thing we just talked 
about is June is over,” Raiola 
said. “Be the best July hitter, 
be the best July pitcher that 
we have. Everyone should be 
striving for that.”

WINCHESTER, NH - 
Kimmy Rivet captured the 
win at Monadnock Speed-
way, leading both early and 
late en route to victory in the 
annual Firecracker 100 Mod-
ified main event at the high 
banked quarter-mile.

Her victory in the de-
cades-old top jewel of the 
summer 604 Modified di-
vision was worth $3,000. It 
was Rivet’s first win of the 
2026 racing season.

Other winners on the 
high banks on June 27 in-
cluded Massachusetts Mis-
sile JD Stockwell,who struck 
late to score his fifth win of 
the summer in the Limited 
Late Models, Pure Stock 
blaster Michael Yeaton, who 
stormed to his fourth win in a 
row, and Pro 4 Modified ace 
Rob Richardi Jr., who boost-
ed his championship points 
lead with his second win of 
the season.

Young Gun Dylan Stati 
won his track-high seventh 
2026 feature race Saturday. 
Only Sofia Rego, who has 
since moved up to weekly 
Pure Stock competition, has 
also won in this season’s 
youth division.

With a huge crowd on 
hand, and a colossal fire-
works display awaiting them 
at race’s end,the decades-old 
mid-summer Firecracker 100 
was again a race that will be 
talked about well past the 
current season. Rivet and 
rookie Kyle Kenny sat up 
front as the 100-lap Minkler 
Paving and Painting spon-
sored main event went green.

With a potent field of 

All States Material Group 
604 Modifieds exploding 
into action behind her, Rivet 
quickly took charge. Ty Le-
clerc and reigning speedway 
Modified champ Tyler Leary 
were quickly at her bumper.

Leary rocketed up to 
second on lap 12, with his 
mirror soon filled by last 
week’s winner Eddie Go-
marlo. Leclerc, stuck at the 
top groove in fourth, had no 
idea of giving up and, behind 
him, fast timer Brian Robie 
and previous winner Andrew 
Brousseau, from scratch on 
the starting grid, were zoom-
ing to the front.

Gomarlo stormed into 
second on lap 19 in his Ro-
bie Motorsports car, bringing 
Robie with him, as this time 
it was Leary stuck in the top 
groove. He, like Leclerc be-
fore him, wasn’t giving up 
the chase. At the halfway 
point - lap 50 - it was Riv-
et, Robie, and Leary sailing 
around the high banks nose-
to-tail.

Robie’s all-out efforts in 
the low line finally paid off 
on lap 52, as the Sunapee 
speedster took the lead and 
set sail to repeat his Open 
Mod victory of two weeks 
earlier. A strategic mistake 
on a lap-62 restart, though, 
would prove to be his undo-
ing.

Opting to re-fire from the 
top groove, he had to then 
watch Rivet charge back to 
the lead and hold the top spot 
until the checkers waved 38 
laps later over her first-ev-
er Firecracker 100 victory. 
With Robie a single length 

back in second, Leclerc 
charged back up for third, 
Brousseau’s strong night’s 
work netted him fourth in the 
100-lap main event, and Go-
marlo in fifth.

Wesley Stedt may long 
remember Saturday’s Twin 
State Truck Service Limited 
Late Model feature as the 
one that got away. Gunning 
for his first career feature 
win in the fast full-fendered 
division, Stedt, who’d earlier 
topped his heat race, led for 
23 laps in the main event be-
fore giving way with three to 
go..

Top points man JD Stock-
well, again aboard the fastest 
car on the track, then took 
over and sped off to a five-
length victory. Stedt stayed 
strong to score a career-best 
runner-up finish, and Rob-
ert Hagar, coming off a big 
night Friday at Claremont, 
was third.

Previous winner Hil-
lary Renaud sailed under 
the checkers in fourth, with 
rookie Owen Zilinski, the 
early leader, fifth.

Micheal Yeaton may or 
may not go perfect on the 
summer in the Brattleboro 
Towing and Recovery Pure 
Stocks, but he’s certainly 
giving it his best effort. Sat-
urday, the Amherst, NH hot 
shoe won for the fourth race 
in a row.

Top points man Jimmy 
Zellman took the early lead, 
giving way to Dylan Zullo, 
aboard the CJ Johnson ride, 
on lap six. Yeaton, blasting 
forward from tenth, was up 
to third a lap later and the 

next go-round was at Zullo’s 
bumper.

Yeaton took the top spot 
on lap 16, then holding off 
the furious challenge of Kyle 
Begos to stay perfect at four-
for-four in his new-found fa-
vorite division. With Begos 
finishing at his bumper in 
second,Zellman stayed atop 
the points parade with his 
third-place finish.

Rookie sensation Josh 
Brigham, who had to duck 
into the pits early for repairs, 
kept himself very much in 
the points chase with his 
fourth-place finish, and Zullo 
was fifth. Begos and Linsey 
Wenzel won the heats.

There was only one car 
capable of keeping Rob 
Richardi Jr. from taking an-
other bow in victory lane 
Saturday in the LaValley 
Building Supply Pro 4 Mod-
ifieds, and that was the Ryan 
McPartland entry.

The Green Mountain 
State pilot stayed glued to 
Richardi’s bumper until 
abruptly exiting the track on 
lap 14. With McPartland sud-
denly done for the night, the 
leader then blasted off into 
another time zone, only to 
see his huge advantage evap-
orate with a lap-23 caution.

Still very much up to 
the task, Richardi again 
flat-footed away to score 
a two-length victory over 
steady Josh Badach. Fast 
Eddie, victorious a week ear-
lier, was third in Saturday’s 
25-lapper.McPartland and 
Fast Eddie topped the heats.

contest, Jackson Gould lined a 
shot from outside the top of the 
box that sailed wide of the net.

The Pioneers, who had 
four corner kicks in the first 
half, best scoring chance came 
during the 36th minute. That’s 
when a shot taken by Vasco 
Teixeira clanged off the post 
keeping the match scoreless a 
little bit longer.

Down at the other end of 
the field, Western Mass. goalie 
Ben Alexander didn’t have to 
make any saves during the first 
half.

The Pioneers finally ended 
the scoreless drought with a 
free kick goal in the 65th min-
ute.

The duo of Ronan O’Brien 
and Shun Murasawa, who 
stepped onto the pitch together 
during the 60th minute, pro-
duced the Pioneers goal.

O’Brien sent the ball into 
the box from the right side 

where Murasawa headed into 
the right corner for his first 
goal of the season.

“I just focused on the ball, 
and I managed to score my 
first goal as a member of 
this team,” Murasawa 
said. It was a great 
feeling, but we 
lost our focus 
on the last 
play.

M u -
r a s a w a 
was born 
i n 
K a -
w a -
s a k i , 
Japan before mov-
ing to Franklin, Ten-
nessee with his family 
as a sophomore in high 
school. He’ll be a soph-
omore member of the 
UMass Amherst men’s 
soccer team in the fall. 
He was recruited by 
UMass volunteer assis-

tant coach Take-
hiko Nakamura.

Murasawa’s roommate 
at UMass as a freshman was 
Thomas Wadas, who’s also a 
member of the UMass soc-
cer team. Wadas also plays 
for the Pioneers and was an 
outstanding soccer player at 
Ludlow High School.

“Thomas was my college 
roommate and teammate last 
year,” Murasawa said. “He 
told me about the Pioneers, 

and I wound up playing here. 
It’s been a lot of fun and it’s a 
great atmosphere here.”

The score remained 1-0 
until stoppage time.

With ten Black Rock play-
ers standing inside the box on 
a corner kick, Juan O’Neill 
booted the ball from the right 
corner and goalie Christian 
Herluf Braae-Anderson put 
a shot into the net, which 
spoiled the Pioneers night.  

The Pioneers support-
ers are hoping to celebrate a 
victory in the regular season 
finale on Friday night against 
the undefeated Vermont 
Green FC. 

Blue Sox fall to Mystic Rivet wins Firecracker 100 at Monadnock

This week in recreation

WILBRAHAM - My 
name is Lilli DiGrande, 
and I have been coaching 
tennis in the Hampden-Wil-
braham area for the past 
five years. I was also the 
captain of the Minnechaug 
Regional High School ten-
nis team before graduating 
in 2024.

I am excited to intro-
duce myself and let every-
one know that I will be tak-
ing over the Junior Team 
Tennis Program this 
summer from Coach Toby 
Coffin. Having coached 
in his program, I have en-
joyed meeting the players 
and watching them develop 
their skills over the years.

Coach Toby introduced 
the Junior Team Tennis 
Program (Grades 6–12) 
five years ago to help play-
ers improve their skills and 
become more competitive 
and confident in both sin-
gles and doubles matches. 
The program was designed 
to prepare players for par-
ticipation on a high school 

tennis team, and it has been 
a tremendous success.

Over the years, we have 
competed against teams 
from surrounding commu-
nities, including Ludlow 
and Longmeadow. On the 
final day of last year’s pro-
gram, many parents joined 
their children for a variety 
of activities and games 
during our annual “Jam-
boree Day.” Some of the 
favorite games included 
Ring-Ring, Around the 
World, Touch the Fence, 
Defender, Olympic, and 
many others.

It was wonderful to 
see participants of all ages 
involved in the clinic and 
having fun together. I look 
forward to continuing this 
outstanding tennis program 
and providing a great op-
portunity for young players 
in our community to learn, 
compete, and grow.

NOTE: To register for 
all of our programs and for 
more information, please 
visit WilbrahamRec.com.

Junior Team Tennis
Lilli DiGrande, Tennis Instructor

PIONEERS from page 11

Geronimo Gomez socks a free kick away.

AT LEFT: Riley Priddy dribbles up the field.

Turley photos by David Henry
 www.sweetdogphotos.com

Jackson Gould hustles 
up the field.

BANKERS IN CONTROL BANKERS IN CONTROL 

Rey Rivera fakes 
a throw after 

making a play.

Brian Hungerford tries 
to keep a throw from 
getting to the outfield.

Purchase a photo that recently ran in 
one of our publications.

Go to newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TurlEy Publications, inc.
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$222
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ...............

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
7/9/26-7/15/267/9/26-7/15/26

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
51/60 COUNT 1 LB BAG ................
 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$699USDA INSP. FROZEN JONAH

CRAB CLAWS FULLY COOKED ....

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ............

ea

lb

lb

$499

USDA INSP. SLICED FROM OUR DELI

DOMESTIC HAM ...........................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED PORK LOIN CHOPS 

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC ......

$299

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$428
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb88¢
lb

$399

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN THIGHS TRAY PAK ............

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR STORE

SWISS CHEESE .............................$444
lb

lb
$777

BEEF SHOULDER
LONDON BROIL

USDA INSP. FROZEN PEPPERIDGE FARM

CHOCOLATE FUDGE 
LAYER CAKE 19.6 OZ. ......................$399

ea

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS .....................
$335

$1099
lb

BEEF RIBEYE STEAKS

$139

SLICED IN OUR DELI

$155

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGH ............................
$369

 

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Please call 566-5588 to 
RSVP for all events or reg-
ister for classes at the senior 
center.

Lunch is provided by 
Greater Springfield Senior 
Services daily at 12:00 noon. 
Suggested donation is $3.00 
per meal. You must reserve 
lunch by 11:00 am one day 
prior. Feel free to schedule 
reservations for the month.

 
Join us for National 

Blueberry Muffin Day 
and a special Summer Lob-

by Learning with 
The Overlook 

Thursday, July 9, 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m. 

Stop in for a delicious 
blueberry muffin and learn 
about The Overlook and all 
they have to offer. 

Thanks to The Overlook 
for sponsoring this event. 

It’s National Hot Dog Day, 
and we’re celebrating! 
Wednesday, July 15, at 

Noon 
Come and enjoy a deli-

cious hot dog provided by 
Friendly’s American Restau-
rant of East Longmeadow,  
macaroni salad, chips, and 
Ice Cream Sandwiches pro-
vided by The Reserve at East 
Longmeadow. 

There is NO COST to at-
tend, but you do need to sign 
up to let us know you’re com-
ing. 

Lunch & Ice Cream Social 
Friday, July 17 at Noon 
Join us for a delicious 

pulled pork lunch provided 
by Greater Springfield Senior 
Services (suggested donation 
of $3.00 per person) and stay 
for an Ice Cream Social spon-
sored by Vantage Health and 
Rehab of Hampden. 

While you enjoy your ice 
cream, you’re in for another 
treat with Rick Gilday pro-
viding musical entertainment 
for the afternoon.

PUZZLE PALOOZA: 
Tuesday, July 21 from 1 to 

3 p.m.  
Join us for another fun af-

ternoon of Puzzles! Work in 
randomly assigned teams to 
see which team can finish a 
300-piece puzzle the fastest. 
Prizes will be awarded!! Puz-
zle making is good for you! It 
can help improve your mem-
ory and reduce stress.

A visit from the 
Hampden Assessors: Real 

Estate Tax Exemptions 
Wednesday, July 29 at 

10:30 a.m.
The Town of Hampden of-

fers Real Estate Tax Exemp-
tions for those who qualify. 
Applications are currently 
being accepted by the Asses-
sor’s Office for FY2027. The 
deadline to apply for an ex-

emption is April 1, 2027. 
Please contact the Asses-

sor’s Office for more infor-
mation at (413) 566-2151 ext. 
106. The Assessor’s office 
hours are Monday – Thursday 
from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. 

MEMORY CAFÉ 
EVERY FRIDAY AT 

10:15 am. Please call Wendy 
for more information. 

Sponsored by: Friends of 
Hampden Senior Citizens & 
private donations. 

The Memory Café is a 
welcoming place for individ-
uals with memory challenges, 
along with 

caregivers, family, or 
friends, to gather in a safe, 
supportive, and engaging en-
vironment. 

Here’s what’s happening at 
the Memory Café in July: 

July 17 – Rhythm & Mo-
tion with Sara

July 24 – Ukulele with 
Amy

July 31 – Music with Re-
nee  

Lobby Learning 
Lobby Learning is taking 

a break for the summer. Stay 
tuned for a great lineup com-
ing in September.

Is there an organization 
you would like us to invite? 
We’d love to hear your sug-
gestions.

Beginner Summer 
Themed Watercolor 

Classes with Trish Pilon 
Wednesdays, from 9:30 

a.m. to Noon. Two 4-week ses-
sions.

Cost is $40 per session if 
paid in full or $12 per class. 

Weekly projects will be 
posted in the lobby. Signups 
are required.

Session 1 – July 15, 22, & 
29

Session 2 – August 5,12,19, 
& 26

All materials will be pro-
vided. You are welcome to 
bring your own supplies; how-
ever, the class fee remains the 
same. Pre-registration is re-
quired.

Greeting Cards with Ellie
Monday, July 27, from 1 to 

3 p.m. 
Cost is $3.00 per person. 

All materials are provided.
Come and discover endless 

possibilities for creating your 
own personal greeting cards. 
Learn new techniques each 
month. Class will meet on the 
4th Monday of every month. 

Blind Date with a 
Book is in full swing 

We hope you are enjoying 
your “blind date” and remem-
ber, if you finish your current 
book before the next session, 
you can stop in to pick up an-
other book and go on another 
“date”. 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, 
Sept. 1, from 10 a.m. to Noon 

The theme for the next 
date is: “Walk Down Memory 
Lane” 

Thanks to Ellen Moriarty 
and her team at the Hampden 
Public Library for their partic-
ipation in choosing and pro-
viding an abundant selection 
of books for our fun new book 
club. 

Also, thanks to the late 
Cindy O’Sullivan, whose love 
of books, reading, and educa-
tion inspires us daily.

And thank you to Mary 
Grassetti for providing a fun 
and engaging experience 
while learning new things in 
a very different kind of book 
club. Let’s see what she does 
next! Don’t wait to sign up.

Please register for the next 
session by calling the Senior 
Center at 566-5588 before 
Aug. 14. 

You must register so we 
have an ample selection of 
books. 

Interested in being part of 
the fun? You are welcome to 
join at any time. Call for more 
information. 

Pickleball at 
Thornton Burgess, 

85 Wilbraham Road
Wednesdays, 8 to 9:30 

a.m., 9:30 to 11 a.m., or 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

This program is for any-
one 60 and older who is new 
to the sport or at the begin-
ner-to-advanced beginner 
level, who wants to learn the 
rules and practice playing.

Pickleball Clinics with 
Mary Grassetti will resume in 
September.

Thanks to the Hampden 
Parks & Rec Dept. for mak-
ing this time available for the 
Hampden Senior Center.

Monday Ukulele with 
Amy Scott 

Drop-ins are welcome
Current 8-week session 

runs through July 27.
Beginner Ukulele – Mon-

days, 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 
p.m. 

Cost is $7 per class. 
Advanced Ukulele – Mon-

days, 1 to 2:30 p.m. 
Cost is $80 for the session.

“African Drumming” 
with Jason

Fridays from 2 to 3 p.m.
Current session runs 

through July 31.
Cost is $7 per class for 

drop-ins. All are welcome! 
No previous experience is 
necessary. 

Common Threads led by 

Joan Tompkins, PhD 
Mondays, from 12:30 to 

1:30 p.m.
Come and join this friend-

ly group… to share memories 
and learn new coping skills of 
how to deal with loss, lone-
liness, and adapting to life 
changes. There is no charge 
to join. 

“Come What May” 
Boutique... is open in our 

lobby for all to shop during 
normal business hours, 

Monday through Friday, 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

We accept donations of 
new or gently used clothing, 
outerwear, accessories, and 
footwear.

All proceeds from Bou-
tique sales will benefit the 
needs of the Senior Center.

Need a button sewn? Pants 
hemmed? Fix a rip? Help is 
on the way!

Fridays, July 24 from 10 
a.m. to Noon 

The senior center wel-
comes seamstress extraor-
dinaire, Georgina Hamilton, 
on the second and fourth Fri-
days of every month to help 
with your tailoring needs and 
more. 

This service is FREE, but 
donations will be accepted for 
senior center programs and 
services. 

HELP US STOCK OUR 
SHELVES with Toothpaste. 

Thank you to those who 
donated hand disinfecting 
wipes last month. Every 
month, we will target a differ-
ent item to help fill monthly 
Personal Needs Bags. 

Due to space constraints, 
please refrain from purchas-
ing warehouse-sized items.  

Summer Puzzle Pacs are 
back and are available in the 
lobby at the Senior Center. 

Return your completed 
Puzzle Pac by October 1st for 
a chance to win a gift card. 

Congratulations to our 
Spring Puzzle Pac Winners: 
Chris Dodd, Dianne Melcher, 
and Terry Anderson 

Do you have a financial 
planning question or con-
cern? Pat Sherman from Ed-
ward Jones will be here

Wednesday, July 22. This 
is a FREE service.

Pat will be here on the 
third Wednesday of every 
month by appointment to 
discuss retirement planning, 
Social Security, investments, 
financial goals, and more. 
Call to schedule a 30-minute 

appointment 

Did you know we offer the 
following services…. 

FREE Blood Pressure 
Clinic – Walk-in 9:15 am to 
10:45 am.

Tuesdays with Ann Mag-
gio, RN, or Ruth Haley, RN

Thursdays with Karen 
Blair, RN

Chair Massage with Min-
dy – by appointment

Wednesdays, July 15 and 
29 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

$10 for a 10-minute ap-
pointment.

Infinnite Hair by Katie – by 
appointment

Thursdays, July 22, from 9 
a.m. to Noon. 

The 2nd & 4th Wednes-
days of every month 

Services offered include: 
•	 Dry (Spritz) Cut—$15.00 
•	 And Style—$5.00 
•	 Men’s Cut—$12.00 
•	 Waxing Services Avail-

able:
•	 Brow, Lip, and “Nose 

Detail” - $5 per service.
A fast, low-discomfort 

wax to keep the stray hairs at 
bay.

Gift Cards make great 
gifts and are available for pur-
chase at the Senior Center! 

Anyone is welcome to 
schedule appointments for 
these services. 

Please call 566-5588 to 
schedule your appointments.

The Hampden Senior 
Center is pleased to welcome 
Red Fire Farm as our new 
provider of the Farm Share 
Program. SNAP/HIP and 
CASH Shares are available.

Located in Granby, MA, 
Red Fire Farm is a year-round 
local source for high-quality 
food and garden plants using 
organic principles that result 
in safe food and a healthy 
environment. If you are inter-
ested in participating in the 
Farm Share Program, please 
contact Wendy for a new 
Membership Agreement that 
is required for your enroll-
ment into the program. 

Shares will be available 
twice a month on THURS-
DAYS starting June 4 and 
ending Dec. 15. Local de-
liveries in Hampden & East 
Longmeadow will still be 
available. Call 566.5588 to 
speak with Wendy about any 
questions or for enrollment 
paperwork. 

Monthly Highlights for July at the Hampden Senior Center: Tanglewood 
bus trip

WILBRAHAM – The 
senior center is offering 
a bus trip to seniors in 
the area to go to Tangle-
wood on Aug. 2 to watch 
Violinist Joshua Bell per-
form.

The cost is $99 per 
person and all gratuities 
included. 

Arrive by 10:45 a.m. 
for an 11 a.m. departure 
with the expected return 
time at 7 p.m.

Picnic on the Lawn 
12:30 to 5 p.m.

This is a rain or shine 
event. Seats are available 
under the sheet or on the 
lawn, your choice! Enjoy 
a prepared box lunch be-
fore the show, included 
with your admission.

The concert begins 
at 2:30 p.m. and runs for 
approximately two hours, 
plus a 20 minute inter-
mission.

Limited space avail-
able, payment due in 
full at registration. Call 
413-596-8379 to reserve 
your spot. Make checks 
payable to the Wilbraham 
Senior Center.

Hampden 
Garden Club 
to hold 
August event

HAMPDEN - On 
Thursday, Aug. 20 at 7 
p.m., the Hampden Gar-
den Club will be hosting 
Chris Ferrero, a writer 
and consultant, who will 
be presenting her program 
“All About Hydrangeas”. 

Chris trained as a Cor-
nell Master Gardener in 
New York. For ten years, 
she led demonstration 
garden teams, plant prop-
agation workshops, alter-
native-to-invasives work 
groups, and children’s 
programs. The program 
will be at our NEW meet-
ing location at the Town 
Hall (formerly Thorn-
ton W. Burgess Middle 
School), 85 Wilbraham 
Rd, Hampden, Room A7. 

Guests are asked to 
use the Library Entrance. 
There is a $5 fee for 
non-members of the gar-
den club. New members 
are welcome! Member-
ship fee for the year is $15 
and includes admission to 
all programs.
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for
 outdoor boilers (Cheap).

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

(413)477-0083

FIREWOOD FOR SALE: AGED 
HARDWOOD, cut/split 16” $325 per cord; 
2 cord minimum plus delivery. Allard Broth-
ers 413-665-8041.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  

Call (508) 882-0178

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381 

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S 
ELECTRICAL SERVICES LLC

 
I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All 
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic. 
#14960A. 413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

MOTORCYCLES
1992 HARLEY SPORTSTER, new 
brakes, chain, sprockets, clutch, battery, 
tires, starter. 27K miles. Ready to go. $2000 
/ make offer. 508-867-2647/774-757-
8400

Town Administrator 
 Town of Russell, MA

 
The Town of Russell seeks a Town Ad-
ministrator with strong communication 
and collaborative skills to oversee and 
manage day-to-day operations for our 
Town.  Russell is a small rural community 
(pop. 1643) in the Southern Hilltown’s of the 
Pioneer Valley region in Hampden County.  
Led by a three-member Select Board, and 
Open Town Meeting form of government, 
the Town relies on the Town Administrator 
to be responsible for the oversight and 
management of daily operations of the 
Town. 
Responsibilities include scheduling, de-
veloping and implementing town projects, 
assisting with the preparation of budgets, 
coordinating with various town boards and 
committees, supervising and coordinating 
overall operations of Town government 
and managing day-to-day affairs under the 
general direction of the Select Board.  The 
Town Administrator will support the Select 
Board, ensure compliance with all appli-
cable laws and regulations, interface with 
government agencies and the public and 
manage municipal operations for the Town.  
Attendance at certain evening meetings is 
required. 
Candidates should have knowledge and 
competence in municipal finance and 
budgeting, project management, human 
resource/personnel administration, Mas-
sachusetts municipal law, and intergovern-
mental and community relations. 
The successful candidate should possess 
five (5) years of municipal management 
and leadership experience, or similar re-
sponsibilities in a public or government 
agency.  A degree in public administration 
or a related field is preferred.  An equivalent 
combination of education, training and ex-
perience which demonstrates possession 
of the required knowledge, skills and abil-
ities may also be considered. 
This is a full-time position with benefits. 
Starting salary range of $70,000 – $85,000 
commensurate with qualifications and ex-
perience.  

Submit resume and cover letter as a pdf 
attachment to 

nboersig@townofrussell.us
 Applications must be 

received by July 16, 2026.
The Town of Russell is an equal opportu-
nity employer.

FOR RENT
826 EAST STREET, LUDLOW. 2 
BR., 1-1/2 bath, kitchen, dinette, LR. Ap-
plications required. For more information, 
please call 413-583-3097.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews
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PUBLIC NOTICES

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Mended
  7. Hymns
 13. Commercial transport 

of goods
 14. Poked holes in the 

ground
 16. They precede C
 17. Branch of knowledge 

concerned with wealth
 19. Larry and Curly’s pal
 20. Injured
 22. Popular type of dance
 23. Moon crater
 25. American state
 26. Places to lock valuables
 28. Stalk that supports the 

capsule
 29. Keyboard key
 30. ‘__ death do us part
 31. A type of cage
 33. A place to sleep
 34. Annual music awards 

show
 36. Made over

 38. Hard, stony substance
 40. Incantations
 41. Long-legged, wading 

bird
 43. Breathe noisily
 44. Congressman
 45. Rip off
 47. Golf score
 48. Popular pickup truck
 51. Where infants sleep
 53. Music term
 55. Small opening in a 

surface
 56. Musical term meaning 

“very”
 58. Soviet Socialist Republic
 59. Treats with powder
 60. Email subject line 

feature
 61. A British lawyer
 64. Expression of laughter
 65. Farmer’s calendar
 67. Seeds used as food
 69. Eurasian shrubs
 70. Periods of inactivity

CLUES DOWN
   1. Hard things to kick
  2. Collective of countries
  3. Letter of Hebrew 

alphabet
  4. One-time Alabama 

running back
      Eddie
  5. One’s sense of self-

esteem
  6. Of the teeth
  7. Treat with care
  8. Type of whale
  9. Curved structure
 10. Emits coherent radiation
 11. One of the Gospels 

(abbr.)
 12. Smallest interval in 

western music
 13. Netherlands seat of 

government
 15. Gives to charitably
 18. Lout
 21. Pastas
 24. Release from restrictions

 26. Female sibling
 27. Title of respect
 30. Silver coins
 32. Region in India
 35. Partner to cheese
 37. Dark or dusky
 38. Pacific Northwest tree
 39. Exaggerate
 42. Toddler
 43. Touch lightly
 46. Fundamentals
 47. Jeopardies
 49. Curved structures
 50. Isolated, flat-topped hills
 52. Forming the bottom layer
 54. Reciprocal of sine
 55. Genus of Old World birds
 57. New York college
 59. Cloak
 62. Kawhi Leonard’s team 

(abbr.)
 63. Vietnamese offensive
 66. “The Great Lakes State”
 68. “__, myself and I”

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” 

in the subject line of your email.

Send Us Your
Community 

Autumn Events

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Turley Publications will print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Autumn Fest Supplement 

which will be published September 9, 2026. 
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches 

over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

Deadline 
for Calendar 
submissions 
is August 19.

Sale of Motor Vehicle
Notice is hereby given by 

Langonet Towing pursuant to the 
provisions of G.L. c.255, Sec-
tion 39A, that on July 24, 2026 
at 63 Ramah Cir S, Agawam the 
following Motor Vehicles will be 
sold at private sale to satisfy the 
garagekeeper’s lien thereon for 
storage, towing charges, and ex-
penses of notices and sale of said 
vehicle.
2005 Buick Lesabre
VIN: 1G4HP52K25U276668
Alfred Dimauro
4 Colony Drive
Hampden, MA 01036
07/09, 07/16, 07/23/2026

Town of Hampden
Notice of Public Hearing

The Hampden Planning Board 
will hold a Public Hearing on 
Wednesday, July 22, 2026 at 7 
PM in the Town Hall, 85 Wil-
braham Road, Hampden, MA 
on the application of Saman-
tha Edge for a Special Permit 
with Site Plan Approval under 
Section 6, Table of Use Regu-
lations Code 4.20 – Business or 
Professional Offices or Banks 
of the Zoning Bylaw for Velour 
Laser Boutique within the Busi-
ness District located on Parcel 
12-096-000 East Longmeadow 
Road (13 Allen Street) owned by 
MJCEL LLC. Information relat-
ed to this application is on file in 
the Town Clerk’s Office and is 
available for review by the pub-
lic during normal business hours.  
For the Board, Patrick Coyne, 
Chair of the Hampden Planning 
Board.  Published in the Wilbra-
ham-Hampden Times July 2 and 
9, 2026.
07/02, 07/09/2026

WILBRAHAM 
BOARD OF APPEALS

PUBLIC HEARING
The Wilbraham Zoning Board 

of Appeals will hold a Public 
Hearing on Thursday, July 23, 
2026 at 5:30 PM on the appli-
cation of YMCA of Greater 
Springfield, for a special per-
mit (ZBA26-02) under section 
3.4.5.11 of the Wilbraham Zon-
ing By-Law to allow construc-
tion of a 60’ x 60’ fully fenced 
pickleball court and reduction 
of 16 parking spaces on the 
north-western side of the build-
ing located at 45 Post Office 
Park as further specified in the 
application on file in the Plan-
ning Office and posted for pub-
lic viewing on the Zoning Board 
of Appeals page of the Town of 
Wilbraham website at www.
wilbraham-ma.gov/135/Zoning-
Board-of-Appeals. This meeting 
will be conducted in person and 
virtually (see meeting agenda for 
details).

Edward Kivari Jr., Chairman 
07/09, 07/16/2026

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

Send writing 
samples with 

resume to:
PAULA OUIMETTE

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to: 
pouimette@turley.com

www.turley.com

EXPERIENCED 
WRITERS & 

JOURNALISTS
• Produce 
 news and/or 
 feature stories 
 of local interest 
 for various towns 
 and cities.
• Must be dependable, 

professional 
 and able to meet 
 strict deadlines.
• Salary based on 
	 a	flat	rate	by	story	and	photo.

HELP WANTED

COLLEGE NEWS
Wadzinski graduates 
from College of the 
Holy Cross

WORCESTER - Luke Wadzinski of 
Wilbraham received a bachelor of arts 
degree Cum Laude from College of the 
Holy Cross.

Wadzinski is among 803 bachelor of 
arts degree recipients Holy Cross cele-
brated at its 180th Commencement held 
on Friday, May 22 at the DCU Center in 
Worcester.

Kertenis of Hampden 
graduates from
SUNY Potsdam

POTSDAM, NY - Jaidan Kertenis 
of Hampden, MA, is set to graduate 
cum laude from SUNY Potsdam with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Business 
Administration.

The State University of New York 
at Potsdam will honor Jaidan and the 
other candidates for graduation at Com-
mencement 2026, on Saturday, May 16.

Elms College 
announces Dean’s list 
for Spring 2026

CHICOPEE - Elms College has 
named the following students to the 
dean’s list for the spring 2026 semester. 
Congratulations to all the students who 
are named to the list.

WILBRAHAM
Joseph Aguiar, Marlayna Labbe, 

Donovan Neiford, Nicholas Pagano, 
and Joseph Picard.

 HAMPDEN
Chloe Sullivan

Area residents named 
to Dean’s list at 
Univ. of New England 

BIDDEFORD AND PORTLAND, 
MAINE | TANGIER, MOROCCO 
- The following students have been 
named to the University of New En-
gland’s Dean’s List for the spring se-
mester 2026. Dean’s List students have 
attained a grade point average of 3.3 or 
better out of a possible 4.0 at the end of 
the semester.

The University of New England is 
Maine’s largest independent university, 
with two beautiful coastal campuses in 
Maine, a one-of-a-kind study-abroad 
campus in Tangier, Morocco, and an 
array of flexible online offerings. In 
an uncommonly welcoming and sup-
portive community, we offer hands-on 
learning, empowering students to make 
a positive impact in a world full of chal-
lenges. We are the state’s top provider 
of health professionals and home to 
Maine’s only medical and dental col-
leges, physician assistant program, and 
pharmacy school, in addition to a vari-
ety of other interprofessionally aligned 
health care programs and nationally 
recognized programs in the marine sci-
ences, the natural and social sciences, 
business, the humanities, and the arts. 

Wilbraham: M  Derek Semanie

Wilbraham student 
named to James 
Madison University 
Dean’s List

HARRISONBURG, VA - Wilbra-
ham resident Anna Lucarelle has been 
named to the Dean’s List at James Mad-
ison University for the spring 2026 se-
mester. Students who earn Dean’s List 
honors must carry at least 12 graded 
credit hours and earn a GPA of between 
3.5 and 3.899. Lucarelle is majoring in 
Hospitality Management - BS.

Ibrahim earns Dean’s 
List recognition at 
Norwich University

NORTHFIELD, Vt. - Norwich 
University is pleased to announce that 
Imani Ibrahim, of Wilbraham, MA, 
has earned Dean’s List honors for the 
Spring 2026 semester. Founded in 
1819, Norwich University is recog-
nized for its emphasis on experiential 
education and leadership development. 
Dean’s List recognition is awarded to 
full-time undergraduate students who 
achieve a semester grade point average 
of 3.4 or higher, acknowledging sus-
tained academic achievement and ded-
ication to scholarly success.

Elms College Spring 2026 graduates
CHICOPEE - Elms College con-

gratulates 279 students who graduated 
in Spring 2026.

WILBRAHAM
Alba Albo, Anthony Desantis, 

Grace Dineen, Marlayna Labbe, Isa-
bell Melendez, Nicholas Pagano and 
Olivia Skoczylas.

HAMPDEN
Cheryl Avezzie and Ann Bianchi.
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OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES

D E S I G N
B U I L D
L I V E

T H E
K I T C H E N   &

B A T H  C O .

LOCAL.
FAMILY-OWNED.

IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.

BELCHERTOWN  n  WESTFIELD  n  ADAMS

413-485-7335 413-417-8787 413-417-8800 866-463-6261

The Beauty of  
a Wood Deck 
Without the Upkeep.

From cozy outdoor living rooms to 
breathtaking multi-level escapes, every 
deck that our craftsmen build is designed, 
engineered, and constructed with quality, 
craftsmanship, and endless possibilities in 
mind. We turn your backyard vision into a 
stunning, long-lasting reality.


