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Residents enjoyed 
therapy dogs and free 
ice cream 

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN – Downpours 
did not deter residents from vis-
iting the library from noon to 1 
p.m. on June 24 for their Sum-
mer Reading Kickoff.

Throughout the event, res-
idents signed up for summer 

reading programs, met therapy 
dogs from Bright Spot Thera-
py Dogs and enjoyed ice cream 
from the Ice Cream Emergency! 
Western Massachusetts truck. 

Theresa Hebert’s three chil-
dren signed up for the teen and 
kids programs. Her daughter, 
Merida, met Sophie the therapy 
dog. 

“She came right over to the 
dogs to see them. It was amazing 
to me because of her phobia of 
being around big dogs, and she 
was able to just go right up and 
pet the dog with no problem,” 
Hebert said. 

Hebert read to her children 
since they were infants, and now 
they read to her. 

“My kids are seven, eight 
and 14 and they just have a love 
for reading. Doing the summer 
program is a lot of fun because 
it motivates them to read more 
on their own so they can collect 
their beads and get prizes. But 
they really do have a love for 
reading,” Hebert said. 

Her son, Danny, shared a 
reading experience he had. 

“I was reading for a school 

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com
 
HAMPDEN – On the lon-

gest day of the year, the senior 
center held a function to spread 
Alzheimer’s awareness and 
knowledge regarding caregiv-
er’s support. 

June 21 marked the Sum-
mer Solstice, making it the 
longest day of the year. Given 
that it is the day with the most 
sunlight, the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation considers it an ideal 
occasion to fight the darkness 
brought on by dementia.

Each year, the association 
holds its “Longest Day” fund-

raiser on the Summer Solstice.
Mark Nutting, a volunteer 

for the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion, spoke at the senior center 
last Wednesday. In addition 
to speaking engagements, he 
teaches education classes and 
facilitates support groups.

“My motivation; my mom 
had Alzheimer’s. I was her 
primary overseer for 13 years. 
Now that she’s gone and I’m 
retired, I give back some of 
my time as a volunteer to help 
other caregivers and raise the 
general public’s education and 
awareness,” he said. 

Nutting said by age 65, one 
in nine people will get Alzhei-

Also, public hearing 
with National Grid 
and Finance Commit-
tee interviews

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM – The Board 
of Selectmen recognized Min-
nechaug’s Track & Field 4 X 100 
Relay Team on June 26 for their 
National Championship win. 

Team members Sam Mante-
ria, Chase Harrison, Noah Brat-
waithe and Vinh Nguyen com-

peted in the Nike Outdoor Track 
and Field National Champion-
ship in Hayward, Oregon. 

“We went to the University of 
Oregon and ran at the Nike Na-
tionals for the 4 X 100 and we 
won,” Manteria said. “We had 
about four or five qualification 
meets before we officially chose 
to go out to the Nike Nationals.”

The team received certificates 
of achievement from Chairman 
Theresa Goodrich. 

An open public hearing with 
a representative from Massa-
chusetts Electric Company dba 
National Grid in North Andover 
was a major topic, concerning 

Hampden library
kicks off summer reading season 

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
The Rios Family, consisting of AJ and Melissa Rios with their sons, Rogan and Raiden, enjoyed ice cream 
from the Ice Cream Emergency! Western Massachusetts truck during the Summer Reading Kickoff event 
at Hampden Free Public Library. 

Senior center spreads 
Alzheimer’s awareness 
on longest day of year

Turley photos by Dalton Zbierski
Alzheimer’s Association volunteers Mark Nutting and Shauna 
Dandy visited the Hampden Senior Center on June 21. 

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers 
(L to R) Wilbraham Board of Selectmen Vice Chairman Sue Bunnell, Minnechaug Regional High School’s 
Track & Field 4 X 100 Relay Team members Chase Harrison, Noah Bratwaithe, Sam Manteria and Vinh 
Nguyen, Board of Selectmen Chairman Theresa Goodrich and Clerk Michael Squindo pose for a group 
photo during the June 26 meeting. The team received certificates of achievement for their recent 
National Championship win. 

Board of Selectmen 
recognizes Minnechaug’s 
Track & Field Relay Team

Please see LIBRARY, page 4 Please see ALZHEIMERS, page 5

Please see RELAY, page 10
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SUMMER IS HERE!
Respite Stays Available

While you plan your
summer getaway -
let us care for your 
loved one.
Bring them to us
for their own special 
time . . . while you 
enjoy yours!

CALL
ANDREA TODAY
413-567-6212 EXT 3616 18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches

Pine • Spruce • Hemlock • Cedar • Red, Black & Brown
Playground • Forest Blend • Topsoil • Seasoned Firewood

Ingredients: History, 
art and ice cream 
sundaes

By Charles F. Bennett
Times Editor Emeritus

WILBRAHAM – The Old 
Meeting House Museum in the 
center of Wilbraham will mix 
Friendly’s Ice Cream Sundae 
Cups with works from the Wil-
braham Art League in a town 
historical setting on Sunday, July 
9 from 1 to 4 p.m. The event is 
free and open to the public and 
will be held outside in the gar-
den at the rear of the building. 
The building will be open for 
browsing.

Not only is the annual event 
a mix of art and history, but it is 
also a mix of generations with 
many history buffs and senior 
citizens enjoying watching a 
children’s scavenger hunt going 
on at the same time. All topped 
off with different choices of ice 
cream sundaes.

The museum, owned by the 
town, is maintained and operated 
by the all-volunteer Atheneum 
Society of Wilbraham and its 
Board of Trustees headed by its 
president David Bourcier. The 
historical building has recently 
had an accessible ramp added 
to the front entrance that was 
built with the historical design of 
the building in mind. The ramp 
has not been completed yet, so 
visitors are asked to enter the 
grounds and building from the 
back garden where the ice cream 
will be served.

The Scavenger Hunt
Atheneum Society Trustee 

Marianne Wagner is organizing 
the Scavenger Hunt for kids aged 
6 to 12. She got the idea from a 
scavenger hunt that was held 

during last season’s Christmas 
Tree Festival when kids visiting 
the museum with their parents to 
view the various Christmas trees, 
enjoyed the hunt amidst town 
historical artifacts. 

“It will be a lot of fun during 
the Ice Cream Social,” said Wag-
ner. “Kids, in teams or individu-
ally, will receive a list of items to 
look for in the various rooms of 
the museum: The Kitchen, Liv-
ing Room, Baldwin Room, Chil-
dren’s Room and hallway. There 
will be prizes for all youngsters 
who complete the hunt. An ex-
ample of one of the items to be 
hunted is: “What animal is sleep-
ing on the bed of the Baldwin 
Room?”

The Wilbraham Art League 
was established by a group of tal-
ented local artists for the purpose 
of developing active community 
interest and providing education 
in the field of fine arts. Member-
ship is open to artists, patrons, 
businesses and all other people 
interested in and supportive of 
fine arts in the Hampden Coun-

ty area. They will be displaying 
their artwork on the grounds of 
the museum.

The museum’s Gift Shop will 
also be open, featuring Wilbra-
ham-centric merchandise and 
town history books. There will 
be books, notepapers, sweat-
shirts, tee shirts and hats labeled 
“Wilbraham” for sale.

After enjoying the ice cream 
in the museum’s garden, visitors 
are invited to come inside the 
museum to see artwork from the 
Art League and Wilbraham’s his-
tory exhibits. In 1792 the Meth-
odist Society began constructing 
the meeting house and in 1793 
the ground under the structure 
was leased to the Methodists for 
one peppercorn annually. The 
building has a ridge pole hand-
hewn from a single tree that ex-
tends the full length of the build-
ing. The ridge pole is still visible 
from the attic.

The building became a pri-
vate home for 142 years until the 
last owner died in 1977 and the 
building was purchased by the 

town. The Wilbraham Historical 
Commission was given jurisdic-
tion of the premises as a museum 
and now leases the space to the 
Atheneum Society for one pep-
percorn per annum. 

The Atheneum Society 
was incorporated in 1963 as 
a non-profit organization by a 
group of concerned townspeo-
ple. Their purpose was to form 
a permanent local group to pre-
serve artifacts and memorabilia 
relating to the people and history 

of Wilbraham.
Society uses the space as a 

museum to preserve historical 
records, traditions and artifacts 
relating to the history of Wilbra-
ham, its culture and its people.

For more information about 
the Old Meeting House Ice 
Cream Social, visit Facebook or 
email president@wilbrahamath-
eneum.org.

Photo by Nick DeCondio
A scene in the garden of the Old Meeting House Museum from last 
year’s Ice Cream Social.

Ice Cream Social returns to Old Meeting House 
Museum July 9

Times file photo
Wilbraham Atheneum Society Trustee Marty Lyman mans the 
Friendly’s Ice Cream Cart in the Hearse House of the Old Meeting 
House Museum at last year’s Ice Cream Social. The annual event 
Sunday, July 9, from 1 to 4 p.m., includes a show by the Wilbraham 
Art League and a Scavenger Hunt for the kids. 

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.
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Evening & Weekend
Appointments Available!

Pumping • Installation • Title 5 Inspections • Perc Tests
SEWER PUMP REPAIRS • FULLY INSURED • FAMILY OWNED

Evening & Weekend Appointments Available!

                                   566-2916

HAMPDEN SEPTIC
Time To Get 
Your Septic 
Pumped, 
Call To 

Book Now!
WE ARE A LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS

WE’RE STILL TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS!

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN JULY 4TH 7AM – 6PM
OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM

 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH FOR 
★ JULY 4TH! ★

Elsie’s Creamery
The Best 

Homemade Ice Cream
Stop In For A 

Red, White & Blue Sundae!
Open Every Day Until 9PM

Locally Grown
STRAWBERRIES!
Red, Ripe and Delicious! 

WHILE THEY LAST!

Locally Grown
PRODUCE
ARRIVING DAILY

Yellow & Zucchini Squash
Cucumbers, Cabbage & MORE!

Happy Birthday USA!
Flowering Hanging BasketFlowering Hanging Basketss
            10 Inch Pots            10 Inch Pots  $19.99$19.99

FRESH NEW CROP
Calibrachoa, Portulaca,

Wave Petunias, 
Sun Impatiens & 

Mixed Flowering Baskets

INSTANT 
GARDEN COLOR

Jumbo Annuals

3 for $15.99 
6 Inch Pots • $5.99 Each

Celosia, Angelonia, Vinca, 
Petunias, Marigolds & Zinnias

RED, WHITEWHITE & BLUE
Fresh Flower Bouquets
$12.99 Bunch & Up

GREAT SELECTION
OF ICE COLD BEER

Hard Ciders, Hard Seltzers
Featuring Local Breweries

PICNIC FAVORITES from 
RANDALL’S KITCHEN

“Homemade” Summer Salads
Red, White & Blueberry Desserts

USDA 80% Lean
Ground Beef Patties & Sliders

Kielbasa And Hot Dogs

 

Highlights include 
timeline, clarifications 
and how to present plans 

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The Planning 
Committee met on June 20 to discuss 
how to tackle the district’s regional 
agreement.

Christine Lynch from the District 
& School Finance Department at the 
Massachusetts Department of Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education 
joined the meeting via Zoom to pro-
vide insight. 

Superintendent Dr. John Provost 
opened the discussion with this ques-
tion to Lynch. 

“What would you say we should 
be striving for a timeline and what 
would be the next steps as we start to 
involve the community more, involve 
the state more in potential changes to 
the agreement?” Provost said. 

Lynch explained districts may 
present plans during spring town 
meetings as opposed to having spe-
cial town meetings, adding the im-
portance of mapping out next year’s 
spring town meeting to “determine 
how long it may take” to get every-
thing together. 

“If there are no significant issues, 
it may take anywhere from two to six 

months,” Lynch said. 
After Lynch presented her 

thoughts, Provost asked a follow-up 
question on spring town meetings. 

“That one kind of caught me be-
cause I saw some information on the 
DESE website saying anything that 
was going to go into effect – at this 
point would be talking for FY25 – 
would have to be approved by the 
board by December of 2024. Is that 
still true or is there more flexibility in 
the timeline?” Provost said.

Lynch clarified that would be the 
case if the district made any addi-
tions. 

“The regulations require that if 
you’re adding a new member, a new 
town or you’re adding grade levels to 
the region that all approvals need to 
be in place by Dec. 30 of any given 
year in order for the effective date to 
be the following July 1,” Lynch said. 

She explained if adding a new 
member, town or grade level, the 
School Finance Office would need 
advanced notice to help Chapter 70 
funding allotments. 

“If you are adding grades and you 
were a high school region adding el-
ementary, we would want the mon-
ey to appropriately go to the high 
school region as opposed to having 
it at the elementary, so they need at 
least six months’ notice just to get 
the budgets in place,” Lynch said. 

Lynch later clarified as the district 
is not making additions, the Dec. 31 
board vote would not apply here. 

Sean Kennedy suggested present-
ing the plans in two chunks to help 
make things “less confusing, more 
transparent, more clear and give us 
more time.” 

“Maybe it’s best to say house-
keeping one so they understand that 
this is just like required and then 
maybe the assessment there as well, 
and then the other one on town lines 
so we can have more time, have con-
versations and really to finetune it so 
we can have it in the spring,” Ken-
nedy said.

Theresa Goodrich said from a 
town and budget point of view, the 
more time is given to the Finance 
Committees to adjust to the changes, 
the better. 

“So if we can get it done by De-
cember in its entirety, I think that 
would be much more beneficial to 
the town Finance Committees. They 
do so much work as it is,” Goodrich 
said. 

Kennedy said he was up for 
meeting during the summer to work 
on it, with Goodrich adding Provost 
provided a sample survey for meet-
ing session times. 

“I think if people are in tune to 
their child’s education, they’re going 
to be in tuned to some of these meet-
ings and they’re all going to talk to 
one another as well. Along with the 
informational meetings you’re going 
to do in person, I think we’re going 
to hit the target that we need to,” Go-
odrich said. 

HWRSD Planning Committee discusses 
how to tackle regional agreement

HOLYOKE/WORCESTER – 
Girl Scouts of Central and Western 
Massachusetts is thrilled to announce 
it has received a three-year, $165,000 
grant from the Women’s Foundation 
of Boston. The grant will fund the 
expansion of the “It’s a Girls World” 
community based program that en-
compass STEM, Financial Literacy, 
Healthy Living, and Mental Health 
Wellness programs.

GSCWM is one of 10 nonprofits 
that exclusively serves women and girls 

award-
ed in 
W F -
B o s -
t o n ’ s 
2 0 2 3 

grant cycle and one of 3 grantees 
who serve women and/or girls in 
Massachusetts Gateway Cities.

“Historically as a society, we 
have not done enough to build wom-
en and girls’ confidence in their 
academic, athletic, leadership, and 
financial abilities, all of which are 
priorities for the organizations we 
support and help scale,” said Chris-
tina Gordon, Co-Founder and CEO 
of the Women’s Foundation of Bos-
ton. “It is crucial that we continue to 
invest in nonprofits, especially those 
operating in our Gateway Cities, giv-
ing them the ability to serve thou-
sands of women and girls in need of 
our support.”

According to Jamie Mahon, 

GSCWM Fund Development and 
Marketing Manager, “this generous 
grant enables us to expand what 
we’ve been doing in Worcester 
County and allows us to serve more 
girls, meeting them where they are, 
in communities that may experience 
gaps in access to resources and pro-
gramming.”

Girl Scouts of Central and West-
ern Massachusetts plans to bring It’s 
a Girls World to Chicopee, Holyoke, 
Pittsfield, Springfield and Westfield.

To inquire about It’s a Girls 
World, or to join, volunteer, do-
nate or reconnect, contact GSCWM 
at  info@gscwm.org  or visit  www.
gscwm.org.

Women’s Foundation of Boston awards Girl 
Scouts of Central and Western Mass. $165,000
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JUNK REMOVAL
ATTIC, CELLAR & GARAGE CLEAN OUTS

1/2 The Price of Big 1-800 Co.
Support Small Business, Keep Money Local

BOB ROBILLARDS RUBBISH REMOVAL

537-5090Family owned and 
operated since 1950

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of July 4th, 
there will be an

EARLY AD DEADLINE
To advertise, 

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, June 29
– Thank you!

Ludlow Self Storage
50% OFF 
Your 1st Month’s Rent
With This Coupon
(For New Customers Only) 

LOWEST 
PRICES IN 
THE AREA!

ludlowselfstorage.com
291 Moody St., Ludlow, MA

413-800-6022

program, not for this, but I 
read for an owl! I got prizes 
for reading sometimes,” he 
said. 

Michelle Karb, execu-
tive director at Bright Spot 
Therapy Dogs, explained Li-
brary Director Ellen Moriar-
ty reached out to the former 
executive director a few years 
earlier to see if the organiza-
tion could help kick off sum-
mer reading. 

“Since then, we’ve been 
coming. It’s been a wonder-
ful experience for our teams, 
the dogs. It’s just a nice way 
to get kids and families excit-
ed about summer reading, so 
we’re happy to help,” Karb 
said. 

Karb is also a middle 
school principal. 

“I think getting kids excit-
ed about reading and reading 
things they’re interested in 
is extremely important, and 
it’s that much more import-
ant over the summer without 
the structure of school,” Karb 
said. 

Sara Mawla came with her 
family for the ice cream. Her 
daughter, Amelia, enjoyed her 
treat. 

“I got a cookie monster ice 
cream, chocolate ice cream, 
I got rainbow sprinkles and 
there’s frosting!” she said. 

Mawla shared she wants 
to help Amelia reach 1,000 
books before entering kinder-
garten. 

“She loves reading and 
they have a great selection of 
books here and we’re always 
checking out books every 
week and returning them and 
getting more books,” Mawla 
said.

Mawla had this message 
for parents: our children are 
our future. 

“Summertime is really a 
time to just focus on the kids 
and make sure that they’re 
learning and they’re getting 
as much as they can outside 
of school,” Mawla said. 

Hebert shared similar 
thoughts.

“I think the most import-
ant thing is while the kids are 
out of school, just keeping 
their minds focused. Keep-
ing them busy with extending 
the skills that they learned all 

year long and not losing 
that focus over the summer 
months,” Hebert said. 

Alyce Stiles and her 
sister, Addie, launched 
the Emergency Ice Cream 
Truck in April and were ex-
cited to serve the residents. 

“We’re sister-owned 
and women-owned and 
travel all around Western 
Mass. So today’s our first 
library event. It’s really fun 
to support all the readers, 
especially on a cloudy rainy 
day. The sun came out. Ev-
eryone had lots of smiles 
and ice creams,” Stiles said. 

Mawla encourages the 
community to support the 
library. 

“I think that any time 
there’s an event in the li-
brary, we should definitely 
come out and support it just 
to make sure these events 
are always going on, be-
cause if we show up then 
they’re going to always 
happen,” Mawla said. 

-Please make Summer Reading 1 
the primary front page photo

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Summer Reading 1: 
Summer Reading 2: 
Summer Reading 3: Summer Reading 4: 
Summer Reading 5: Summer Reading 6: 

LIBRARY from page 1

Merida Hebert pets Sophie the therapy dog  during the Summer Reading Kickoff event 
at Hampden Free Public Library. She was one of many children who signed up for the 
library’s summer reading program. 

Bright Spot Therapy Dogs Executive 
Director Michelle Karb and her 

husband, Rick, pose with therapy 
dogs Sophie and Betty during the 
Summer Reading Kickoff event at 

Hampden Free Public Library.

Comet, a therapy dog from 
Bright Spot Therapy Dogs, 
gives a big smile during 
the Summer Reading 
Kickoff event at Hampden 
Free Public Library.

Gracen Moriarty, library page at Hampden Free 
Public Library, holds up this year’s reading and 
activity log—this year’s theme “Find Your Voice!”—
for participants during the Summer Reading Kickoff 
event on June 24. Moriarty also oversaw sign-ups 
for the children’s summer reading program.

Sisters Addie and Alyce Stiles pose for a photo 
inside the Ice Cream Emergency! Western 
Massachusetts truck during the Summer Reading 
Kickoff event at Hampden Free Public Library. The 
business launched in April and the sisters provided 
free ice cream and pup cup treats during the event. 

Submitted photo Sara Mawla
Amelia Mawla enjoys her ice cream during the 
Summer Reading Kickoff event at Hampden Free 
Public Library.



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESJune 29, 2023 Page 5

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

SALE DATES: 6/29/23-7/5/23
CLOSED JULY 4TH

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. 
NOT YOUR AVERAGE PORK CHOP

CHULETA KAN KAN ...$399
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS

1/2 PORK LOIN .........$188
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SPARE RIBS ....$202
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

BONELESS
CHICKEN THIGHS ......$299

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES FAMILY PAK

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ....$279
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ..$299

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN
BREAST 10 LB BAG ........$161

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN
WINGS 10 LB BAG ..........$149

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE CHICKEN ......99¢
lb

USDA INSP. SMOKED
REGULAR & TURKEY

HILLSHIRE FARMS 
POLSKA KIELBASA ...$399

ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN SKIN ON

SALMON PORTIONS ..$499
lb

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
26/30 CT 2 LB BAG ........$999

ea

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF 
TOP SIRLOIN STEAKS

USDA INSP. 
FROZEN STORE MADE

CUT 
FREE

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. KAYEM 2 LB BOX

SKINLESS HOT DOGS $699
ea

WHOLE 
OR 

HALF

$1569
ea

20 CT BOX

HAMBURGER PATTIES
            80% LEAN

$1999
ea

3 OZ 4 OZ

$688
lb

$888
lb

BEEF 
RIB EYE STEAKSUSDA INSP. FRESH

COUNTRYSTYLE 
PORK RIBS ................$202

lb

BEEF STRIPLOIN

$588
lb

cameronpainting.com
don@cameronpainting.com

253-2029

CAMERON
PAINTING
Painting, Staining & Restoration
Superior preparationSuperior preparation for a long lasting jobfor a long lasting job

Quality Workmanship~Reliable & Fully Insured
Owner Supervised

CAMERONCAMERON
PAINTINGPAINTING

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

mer’s. At age 75, the likelihood goes up to one in five, 
and by age 85, one in three people have Alzheimer’s. 

“Whether it’s a personal diagnosis or a spouse or a 
sibling or a parent or a child, or just somebody in the 
extended family or a close friend, it’s going to be almost 
impossible that everybody’s not going to encounter it in 
some way,” Nutting said. 

Nutting said it is important to teach the warning signs 
so that people can get early diagnoses. Early signs can 
include disruptive memory loss, difficulty problem solv-
ing, trouble with words or confusion with time or place. 

Nutting credited the Hampden senior center for its 
commitment to raising awareness about Alzheimer’s. He 
works directly with the Office of Elder Affairs for Long-
meadow, East Longmeadow, Hampden, Monson and 
Agawam to educate residents.

“I want to let people know that these education ses-
sions are available for them in all the towns; not just their 
own,” he said.

Shauna Dandy traveled to Hampden to promote the 
Alzheimer’s Association’s 2023 Pioneer Valley Walk to 
End Alzheimer’s on Oct. 15 at Holyoke Community Col-
lege. Dandy is managing the event and is leading a team 
of volunteers planning the walk. 

Dandy noted that the walk is a “great community 
event to raise funds for care, support and research.”

She was happy to be at the senior center last week and 
explained the importance of the event in Hampden. 

“I think there’s a need to feel a part of a community 
and to feel the support of other people who are unfortu-
nately going through the same journey,” she said. 

Dandy noted that the Alzheimer’s Association pro-
vides free programs and services, a 24/7 health line and 
dementia care consultation among other services. 

“The numbers of how much dementia affects the 
world and the local community, the numbers keep grow-
ing,” she said. “There’s 130,000 people in Massachusetts 
alone that have dementia so even if you’re not going 
through that, that’s exactly why we do this; so no one 
else has to go through this.” 

ALZHEIMERS from page 1

Shauna Dandy spread information about the 2023 Walk 
to End Alzheimer’s on Oct. 15 at Holyoke Community 
College. 

Mark Nutting spoke at the senior center on June 21. 

The 2023 Walk to End Alzheimer’s will occur on Oct. 15. 

Those in attendance at the Hampden Senior Center 
on June 21 lit lamps in honor of a loved one with 
Alzheimer’s. 

A small crowd gathered at the senior center on June 21 
to listen to Mark Nutting speak and light lamps in honor 
of a loved one with Alzheimer’s. 

Mark Nutting addressed caregiver support for 
Alzheimer’s at the Hampden Senior Center last 
Wednesday. 
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Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri-
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to dzbierski@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly 

correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor-
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito-
rial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu-
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hamp-
den TIMES is published ev-
ery Thursday by Turley Pub-
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho-
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos.

Editorial 
Policy
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TEAM
VIEWPOINTS

I received a note from a Williamsburg resi-
dent along with a newspaper clipping about 
a green-tailed towhee spotted in Newport, 

Rhode Island at Sachuest Point National Wild-
life Refuge. 

She said they are native to the Southwest-
ern United States and “having gotten so far, 
they might be here any day now.” The green-
tailed towhee is the smallest towhee. They are 
small, but chunky songbirds with a big head, 
stocky body and a medium to long tail. Their 
bill is thick.

They are fairly common in the western 
mountains and spend most of their time in 
dense, low thickets where they forages on 
the ground. It has a gray body, fairly greenish 
wings and tail with a rufous crown and white 
throat. These towhees do sometimes wander 
east.

The female lays three to four white eggs 
with heavy dots of brown or gray, often con-
centrated at the larger end of the egg. They 
build their nests on the ground or in low shrubs. 
It is a large, deep cup loosely made of twigs, 
grass, weeds, strips of bark and lined with finer 
grasses, rootlets and animal hair. 

They eat mainly seeds and insects, but they 
will sometimes feed on berries or small fruits. 
They make a cat like meowing sound.

Best cities for birdwatching
New York, New York recently was ranked 

the number one city for birdwatching; I as-
sume because of Central Park and the sea 

coast. Other cities on the list from two to ten 
were: San Diego, California; Houston, Texas; 
Seattle, Washington, Los Angeles, California; 
San Francisco, California; Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania; Phoenix, Arizona; Austin, Texas and 
Chicago, Illinois.

On the worst cities for birdwatching list 
Kansas City, Kansas came in at number one. 

Other cities were Montgomery, Alabama; 
Olathe, Kansas; Overland Park, Kansas and 
Mobile, Alabama (tied for fourth place); Des 
Moines, Iowa; Huntsville, Alabama; Mur-
freesboro, Tennessee; Sioux Falls, South Da-
kota and Henderson, Nevada. 

Wild turkeys
I recently saw a hen turkey with her poults 

on the edge of the road. The hen was standing 
on the edge of the road and her young were 
in the tall grass so I was unable to accurately 
count how many she had. 

Geese and goslings
Last week, I saw two pairs of adult Canada 

geese with some young goslings in my hay-
field. I spotted the adults heads in the tall grass 
and stopped to watch. I could see the goslings 
when they jumped up or stretched their necks 
to eat grass. 

Nesting cardinal
One of my daughters had a cardinal nesting 

in her rhododendron bush. They could be ob-
served from a window in the living room and 
not be disturbed. The nest is now empty and I 
hope they fledged and did not meet up with a 
predator.

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-967-
3505, leaving a message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Green-tailed towhee

Dear Rusty: I was widowed years 
ago and, when I approached age 60, I 
looked into Social Security survivor 
benefits based on my late husband’s 
record. He started receiving Social Se-
curity shortly before he died at $1,200 
per month. My income at age 60 was 
$42,000 and, since Social Security 
would keep $1 for every $2 above the 
limit (around $15,000 at that time), I did not 
apply. 

Next year I will reach my full retirement 
age of 66½, but I plan to work until I am 70. 
Will I be able to receive full survivor bene-
fits next year if I continue to work? I plan to 
switch to my own Social Security benefit at 
age 70, which will be higher than my husband 
received. 

Since I am waiting to apply for survi-
vor benefits, will there be an increase in the 
amount I receive? I am a municipal employee 
and when I retire, I will collect from the state 
retirement system. I paid into the state retire-
ment system and also paid Social Security tax-
es, so will my state pension have any impact on 
my Social Security?

Signed: Still Working
 
Dear Still Working: Congratula-

tions on having an excellent strategy 
for maximizing your survivor benefit 
as well as your personal SS retire-
ment benefit. Once you reach your 
Full Retirement Age  next year, you 
are no longer subject to Social Secu-
rity’s “earnings test” and can collect 
Social Security benefits without those 
benefits being affected by your work 
earnings. 

Your surviving spouse benefit 
will be more because you are wait-
ing until your full retirement age to 
claim it. At your FRA you can claim 
your full survivor benefit from your 
deceased husband without reduction 
and collect only that while still allow-
ing your personal SS retirement ben-
efit to grow to maximum when you 

are 70. Then, at age 70, you can switch from 
your smaller survivor benefit to your maxi-
mum SS retirement benefit and collect that 
higher amount for the rest of your life. Essen-
tially, your survivor benefit reaches maximum 
at your FRA and your personal SS retirement 
benefit reaches maximum at age 70. 

Note that you should apply for your bene-
fits a couple of months before you wish them 
to start. For example, if you reach your FRA in 
May of next year you can apply for your sur-
vivor benefit in February or March, specifying 
that you wish your survivor benefit to begin in 
May 2024 at your full retirement age. Just be 
sure to emphasize that you are applying only 
for your survivor benefit and wish your person-
al SS retirement benefit to continue to grow by 
earning Delayed Retirement Credits until you 
are 70.  

You cannot apply for your survivor 
benefit online, so you will need to call 
Social Security, at either the national 
number (1.800.772.1213) or your local 
Social Security office, to make an ap-
pointment to apply for your benefit as 
your husband’s widow. 

And to answer your last question, 
your state pension won’t affect your 

monthly Social Security payments because 
you paid Social Security FICA payroll taxes 
from your municipal earnings. 

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the Association Mature 
American Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social Security 
Association. NSSA and the AMAC Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. To submit a 
question, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.

Working widow seeks to maximize Social Security benefits

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters
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Boston Tea Party Ships & 
Museum travels to Hampden 
for ceremony

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

HAMPDEN – In Old Cemetery last 
Sunday, several dozen people gathered to 
pay tribute to Robert Sessions of Hamp-
den, a participant in the Boston Tea Party 
on Dec. 16, 1773. 

The Boston Tea Party Ships & Mu-
seum is holding similar ceremonies 
throughout the country to commemorate 
the heroes of one of America’s greatest 
endeavors, when 340 chests of East India 
Company tea were disposed of in the icy 
waters of the Boston Harbour.  

“These were extraordinary citizens 
who did an extraordinary thing, and they 
are more than worthy of our recognition,” 
said Evan O’Brien, creative manager 
of the museum. “It is our museum’s ul-
timate goal to place a commemorative 
marker, similar to the one we’re placing at 
this grave today, at the grave of as many 
Boston Tea Party participants as possible 
worldwide in anticipation of the 250th 
(anniversary) coming this December.” 

A long list of speakers gave remarks 
during the ceremony. The first was Hamp-
den Historical Commissioner Connie 
Witt, who worked with the museum to 
make the June 25 occasion possible.

Witt thanked Molly Pruitt of San An-
tonio, a descendent of Sessions, who paid 
to have his grave recreated. 

“Robert Sessions’ stone was just a pile 

of rubble sitting here. It had deteriorated 
so badly it could not be restored, and Mol-
ly was kind and generous enough to have 
Robert Sessions’ monument replicated so 
the original stone looked just like that,” 
Witt said. 

John Flynn noted that when research-
ing the tea party, he came across a book 
in which Sessions referred to himself as 
a volunteer. He noted generations of his 
family carried that mindset in Hampden, 
as Elizabeth Sessions would later fund the 
construction of the town hall. 

“One thing that spoke to me out of that 
was the fact that he referred to himself as 
a volunteer. To me that equates to so much 
we see in our town of Hampden,” Flynn 
said. “We’re built on volunteers. I think 
that’s what the Sessions family spoke to 
in Hampden.”

At the time Sessions lived in Hamp-
den, it was known as Wilbraham. Wilbra-
ham’s Veteran’s Agent Jered Sasen agreed 
with Flynn’s point, noting the importance 
of volunteerism, which Sessions embod-
ied. 

“The key to volunteerism is carrying 
on this legacy so that future generations 
of people are willing to volunteer and 
take up the same kind of mentality that 
Mr. Sessions had when he looked up and 
realized there was something going very 
array in the colonies and it was time to 
stand up,” Sasen said. 

Rep. Brian Ashe (D-Longmeadow) 
acknowledged that it was a beautiful Sun-
day morning and thanked those who were 
in attendance for taking the time to visit 
the cemetery for the ceremony. 

Ashe said the word “patriot” is over-
used these days, but when applied to Ses-

sions, the term fits perfectly. He spoke on 
Sessions’ courage, especially given that 
he was 21 on that evening. 

“Nothing describes a patriot more than 
what Robert Sessions did,” Ashe said. 
“It’s not easy to get up and speak out for 
something, especially when you’re un-
comfortable about it. It’s not easy to get 
up and go against the grain when you’re 
afraid of what the repercussions might be, 
but they knew how important it was and 
knew the significance of what it meant.”

For the town of Wilbraham, Sessions 
later became Town Clerk and a town 
meeting moderator. He also served in the 
State House, which State Sen. Jake Ol-
iveira pointed out during his remarks. 

Oliveira said Sessions served in the 
same chamber where the Massachusetts 
Senate is now located. When the State 
House was expanded in the late 1800s, the 
state added on the new House chamber, 

“but at the time, the House chamber was 
actually located right under the golden 
dome where the Senate chamber is locat-
ed today,” Oliveira said. 

Today, 40 state senators deliberate in 
that chamber, but it was far different when 
Sessions served his terms. 

“At the high point in the early 1800s, 
there were over 600 representatives locat-
ed in a chamber now that houses 40 peo-
ple. That’s before air conditioning, that’s 
before regular bathing, that’s with very 
stuffy garb on so I can just imagine what 
it looked like in the chamber when Robert 
Sessions served as a member of the Mas-
sachusetts House,” Oliveira said. 

Sessions passed away at age 84 in 
1836. 

Later this summer, the Times will fea-
ture an in-depth article about the life of 
Robert Sessions. 

Robert Sessions, Boston Tea Party
participant, has grave commemorated

Turley photos by Dalton Zbierski
A marker was placed by the grave of Robert Sessions, a participant in the Boston Tea Party.

A reenactor from the Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum 
places a marker by the grave of Robert Sessions. 

Hampden Board of Selectmen Chair John Flynn speaks 
at Old Cemetery on June 25. 

Connie Witt speaks at Old Cemetery last Sunday. She helped arrange a ceremony to 
commemorate the grave of Boston Tea Party participant Robert Sessions. 

Rep. Brian Ashe (D-Longmeadow), speaking at Old 
Cemetery on June 25. 

Jered Sasen, veterans agent, speaking at Old Cemetery 
on June 25. 
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Wishing everyone a safe & 
enjoyable July 4th holiday!

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

The Wilbraham Fire 
Department recently got in 

on the fun at Spec Pond. 
(Photos courtesy of the Wilbraham 

Fire Department) 

Readers are encouraged to send 
in medium to high resolution 

photos for this page by e-mail to 
dzbierski@turley.com or mail to 

TIMES, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Please note that if you send 
us a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 

background. Examples:
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain.

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Peter 
Manolakis 
of Brookside 
Circle in 
Wilbraham 
captured a rare 
sight, twins 
with their 
mom. 
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Wishing everyone a safe & 
enjoyable July 4th holiday!

1000 book finisher Brooks Lenahan received this 
certificate from the Wilbraham Public Library. (Photo 
submitted by Heidi Kane) 

1000 book finisher Callen Lenahan received this 
certificate from the Wilbraham Public Library. (Photo 
submitted by Heidi Kane) 

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

Community Bulletin Board
Send us in

your announcements!
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, 
please keep it to less than 50 words.
Please send to dzbierski@turley.com

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Excited movements
8. Soap opera actress 

Patsy
13. Unknowing
14. Dangerous 

mosquitos
15. Exaggerated and 

sensationalized
19. Military 

policeman
20. Touch softly
21. Wrap
22. A story of one’s 

life
23. Midway between 

east and 
southeast

24. Toward the mouth 
or oral region

25. A list of dishes 
available at a 
restaurant

26. Changes the 
meaning of

30. Semitic Sun god
31. Sneaker parts

32. Capital of 
Zimbabwe

33. Breezed through
34. Partner to pedi
35. Becomes less 

intense
38. Bottoms
39. Tested
40. Vistas
44. Take care of
45. Traditional 

rhythmic pattern
46. S. African political 

party
47. Cologne
48. Men
49. The Science Guy
50. Gospel author 

(abbr.)
51. Act of signing up
55. Human feet
57. A very short time
58. Streetcars
59. Cuplike cavities

CLUES DOWN
1. A type of pool

2. Malaise
3. Seasoned
4. A pair
5. Young male
6. Make a mistake
7. Experienced
8. It often 

accompanies 
injury

9. Old world, new
10. Commercial
11. Course of lectures
12. Promote
16. Female horses
17. Greek 

mythological 
figure

18. Small amount
22. Orthodox church 

altar
25. Actress Tomei
27. Excited
28. Looked directly at
29. Popular cold 

desserts
30. More reasonable
32. Disk above the 

head of a saint
34. Devoted to the 

extreme
35. Make an effort
36. It’s in the surf
37. Member of 

aboriginal people 
of Japan

38. Discounts
40. Cliff in Hawaii
41. Extremely wild 

person
42. All persons
43. Aromas
45. Popular kids’ 

game
48. A difficult 

situation
51. Popular Georgia 

rockers
52. It’s in all living 

cells
53. Unspoken 

language
54. ‘Talk to you’ 

abbreviation
56. Influential lawyer

a petition for an electrical con-
duit location on Briar Cliff Drive 
#30619464. 

Michelle Sylvester lives on Briar 
Cliff Drive and had questions, hav-
ing received a notice. 

“I was curious what this would 
look like and what the time frame is 
for this,” Sylvester said.

The representative explained 
there is a handhole between the cor-
ner of Sylvester’s property and an-
other’s. 

“It’s in the ground. Next to it is 
anything that’s above the ground is 
like either telephone or cable, so it 
would be replacing that handhole 
that’s that property line and then it’s 
trenching a lot, not in the road but in 
the grassy part, down to house num-
ber five so like towards Stony Hill 
Road,” she said. 

The representative added anoth-
er handhole would then be put in.

During the discussion, she and 
Sylvester examined a map of where 
the electrical conduit location would 
go, raising further questions and 
some confusion about the exact lo-
cation. 

Department of Public Works Di-
rector Tonya Capparello provided 
clarity on the process, explaining 
that a permit will need to be ob-
tained and having utility workers 
work with residents impacted. 

“After this part of the process, 
that’s just step one, they still have to 
come in and get a permit to excavate 
on town property,” Capparello said. 

The motion was approved 3-0. 
There were also two interviews 

for appointment to the Finance 
Committee: Xiomara Alban DeLo-
bato and Carmela Blair. 

Michael Squindo presented this 
disclosure regarding a potential con-
flict of interest. 

“I just want to make it aware 
that the potential of appearance of 
conflict is relative to the fact that 
Xiomara served as the chair of the 
committee to elect Mike Squindo 
during this most recent election and 
obviously another interviewee com-
ing up tonight, Carmela Blair, ran 
as my opponent in the most recent 
election,” Squindo said. 

Squindo contacted the Attorney 
General and then filed the disclosure 
with the town clerk, which was re-
ceived, adding he could still perform 
his duties objectively as he contact-
ed the town clerk and presented the 
disclosure in a public meeting.

DeLobato currently serves on 
the Western Massachusetts Eco-
nomic Development Council, loves 
engaging with the community and 
has worked with the Finance Com-
mittee before. 

“It would mean a lot to 
me to hold that responsibil-
ity to give back to the com-
munity that I am a part of. 
I also really enjoy working 
with diverse groups of peo-
ple,” DeLobato said. 

Blair, meanwhile, is an 
office manager for a per-
sonal injury firm in Spring-
field and wants to continue 
working with residents in 
Wilbraham and do more for 
them. 

“I want to step out of 
my comfort zone, make a 
difference, do something 
besides work, my family 
and myself. I want to be 
part of a community as op-
posed to just living in it,” 
Blair said. 

The Selectmen agreed 
not to present a motion 
for appointment pending 
further review and having 
received no recommen-
dations from the Finance 
Committee yet. 

RELAY from page 1

LOCAL 
KEYTONE 

PROMOTER
Save Up To 
25% OFF 

Retail Prices
Call DD 413-813-2391

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

So let me ask you, have you 
ever gone on a blind date and been 
told what the person would be 
wearing so you’d recognize them? 
Well that’s what it felt like when 
Phil emailed me after reading one 
of my Random Acts of Kindness 
articles and we were setting up 
a meeting place. I thought I was 
meeting Phil when in reality it 
was Philomena Hanrahan who uses her 
abbreviated name as part of her email sig-
nature. Can you imagine my surprise when 
‘Phil’ was Philomena! Needless to say we 
shared a hilarious laugh when I exposed 
what I’d thought. 

Phil and Joe have lived in Hampden 
46 years of their 53-year marriage. Sadly, 
they lost a child at two-years-old but adore 
six grandchildren from their two other 
children. Phil was born in County Mayo, 
Ireland and came alone to the United State 
when she was just 17 and is now enjoying 
retirement. Joe, who was born in County 
Clare, Ireland, came to the states when he 
was 21, was a Springfield firefighter and is 
now also enjoying retirement.  

Phil shared with me many things she’s 
done as Random Acts of Kindness includ-
ing donating regularly to the American Red 
Cross. She’s volunteered on the Spring-
field St. Patrick’s Day parade committee 
for twelve years, is a member of the John 
Boyle O’Reilly Club as well as its Honor 
Guard. Phil also serves on their scholarship 
committee and in 2018 was chosen as the 
‘Irish Person of Year’!   She enjoys volun-
teering at the Hampden Senior Center, is a 
Eucharistic Minister at St. Mary’s Church 
in Hampden and has been her neighbor’s 
caregiver for the last five years. WOW!

Phil sent me a story that she felt was 
worthy of sharing and I couldn’t agree 
more! Though this happened in December 
I think June being half way through the 

year is perfect timing to share this, since 
it’s always the right time to do Random 
Acts of Kindness!

It began when Phil and Joe decided to 
downsize their home, but unfortunately Joe 
had some medical issues. They were left 
with the daunting task of doing this when 
luckily family came to the rescue and to-
gether accomplished their goal of donating 
everything they’d wanted to.

Two helpers were Susan, who has four 
children, and Kelly, who is a teacher in a 
school that has a lot of underprivileged stu-
dents, so when Susan mentioned she had a 
lot of kids clothing to donate, Kelly imme-
diately offered to take them. She knew ex-
actly what to do with them, distribute them 
to help some of the students.  

Susan loved that Kelly had a good use 
for the items and reached out to some of 
her neighbors in Boston explaining about 
the students and asked if they’d be inter-
ested in helping Kelly. Such an amazing 
example of Random Act of Kindness; not 
even knowing who would benefit, instead 
they only recognized the call for help.  
Within an hour Susan had responses, one 
being a friend who belonged to a book club 
with the members looking to do something 
other than exchanging gifts amongst them-
selves. Susan explained they’d probably 
have about $200 that Kelly could use in 
any way she felt would be the most useful.

Kelly was flabbergasted at the generosi-
ty of these moms who were perfect strang-
ers to her!  She couldn’t wait to confer with 

the principal and guidance team to 
make an incredible difference in 
a family’s lives! They decided on 
a family that the dad had passed 
away the previous year and mom 
had been working hard to support 
her family, knowing a monetary 
donation would be very much ap-
preciated and so needed.

When Kelly shared the fami-
ly’s story with Susan, Kelly was once again 
speechless! Susan told her they actually had 
$600 instead of $200! Kelly knew about a 
second family who could also benefit from 
this outpouring of generosity! The families 
were surprised and extremely grateful for 
this unexpected help! Kelly told Susan that 
because of her and her generous friends, 
they made Christmas wonderful for seven 
little children and their parents.  

Just so you know, the main characters 
are really friends that Phil has the honor of 
knowing. These women truly made a dif-
ference by not only their efforts, but incor-
porating friends to help as well. Good job 
parents on creating such thoughtful adults.

What a beautiful story of so many en-
twined Random Acts of Kindness.  It all 
begins with a thought then the desire to 
help another that can blossom into amaz-
ing things.  Let your ideas bloom!

If would like to tell me a story about 
a Random Act of Kindness please contact 
me at bdt514@aol.com or 413-788-7514.  
You don’t need one, but if you’d like to 
have a predesigned flyer to include with 
your next gesture, let me know. It’s a way 
to keep the memory alive long after the 
gesture is done.  Who knows, you might 
see your story in this column, ‘Just ‘Cause’ 
you witnessed, did or received something 
nice being done.  See you next month with 
another Random Act of Kindness!

By Barb Turcotte

Summer Dinner 
Dance July 14

LUDLOW – Heritage Pops Orchestra 
presents the Summer Dinner Dance on July 
14 at the Polish-American Citizens Club at 
355 East St., Ludlow. 

The dinner will feature meatballs, ziti, 
salad, rolls, coffee and dessert. 

Dinner begins at 6:30 p.m. Music goes 
from 7-9:30 p.m. 

Tickets are available at the door for $20.
A cash bar and 50-50 raffle will be avail-

able, there will be an 18-piece big band and 
there will be free parking. 
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SPORTS
Pioneers 
suffer first 
loss this 
season

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW— Since the start 
of the 2019 regular season, the 
Seacoast United Phantoms are 
the only USL-League two team 
who have been able to beat the 
Western Mass. Pioneers at Lu-
sitano Stadium.

The Phantoms knocked the 
Pioneers out of the 2022 playoffs 
with a 1-0 extra time victory in 
the Eastern Conference semifi-
nals.

With the score tied 1-1 in 
last Friday night’ match-up 
between the archrivals, Sea-
coast retook the lead during 

Turley photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Rodrigo Saraiva de Castro 
makes a quick pass.

Post 286 defeats 
Ludlow

LUDLOW – Last Monday 
afternoon, Wilbraham #2 Legion 
baseball picked up their first win 
of the summer. The bats broke out 
against Ludlow with a 24-2 win. 
Unfortunately, it was their only 
win of the week as Post 286 fell 
to Westfield and West Springfield 
later in the week.

Maurice Kearney slides into second base ahead of a throw.

Frank 
Graziano 

fields a 
grounder to 

second.

Aaron 
Gasteyer 
makes 
a strong 
throw to 
first.

Ryan Atkin throws a pitch 
for Wilbraham #2.

Bryce Barlow makes 
the off-balance play.

Turley photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Bankers roll into first place

HOLYOKE – After a slow 
start, the reigning, defending 
playoff champion PeoplesBank 

are now in first place thanks to 
wins over the Chicopee Falls 
Tigers, DiFranco Realty, and St. 

Joe’s during the past week. Peo-
plesBank is now 6-1 this season, 
with 12 points to lead all teams. 

The Bankers, a Tri-County team 
with eight straight playoff cham-
pionship and drawing great play-

ers from all over the region, sees 
their season continues this week.

Dave Clark makes a catch in 
right.

Ryan Franczek makes a throw 
to first. Cam McDonald makes a quick 

throw for an out.
Pitcher Danny Gaines starts for 
PeoplesBank.

James Flahive pitches in relief.

Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Please see PIONEERS, page 9
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the 62nd minute and they were 
able to celebrate a 2-1 road 
victory at Lusitano Stadium.  
“This result really hurts a lot 
because we clearly performed 
better than they did in tonight’s 
match,” said Pioneers head 
coach Federico Molinari. “You 
win soccer games by scoring 
goals. We just didn’t score more 
goals than they did.” 

Last Friday’s setback was 
the Pioneers first regular season 
home loss since June 22, 2018, 
when they lost to Black Rock 
FC.  

The Pioneers also lost a home 
match to Flower City Union, 
who are from Rochester New 
York, in the 2022 Lamar Hunt 
U.S. Open Cup.

The Pioneers (5-1-3) have 
posted a 1-1-2 home record this 
season. Their only victory at Lu-
sitano Stadium was a 3-0 shut-
out win versus the Boston Bolts 
in the home opener, which was 
played on a rainy night in the 

middle of May. The Pioneers do 
have a 4-0-1 road record. The 
road tie came in the first meeting 
of the regular season with Sea-
coast, which ended in a 1-1 draw.

“Our home matches have 
been disappointing this year,” 
Molinari said.  “The ball has 
been going into the net in our 
away games, but for some un-
known reason it hasn’t been go-
ing into the net at home.” 

The Pioneers and the Phan-
toms also faced each other in 
the 2021 Eastern Conference 
semifinals at Lusitano Stadium. 
The Pioneers advanced into the 
finals that season by outshooting 
the Phantoms, 5-4, in a penalty 
shootout.

“This isn’t a very easy place 
to win a soccer match,” said Sea-
coast head coach Alex Ryan fol-
lowing last Friday night’s match. 
“We had a very good game plan 
and my players played very hard 
in tonight’s match.”

Seacoast United, who took 
over sole possession of first place 
in the Northeast Division table, 

played their second match in a 
span of 48 hours. The Phantoms 
posted a 3-1 home win versus 
Boston City FC last Wednesday 
night. Their trip to Ludlow took 
a little longer than they expected 
because of traffic.

“It did take us a little while to 
get down here this afternoon be-
cause the traffic was really bad,” 
Ryan said. “We also played a 
match two nights ago. We played 
very well in tonight’s match.”      

Seacoast grabbed a 1-0 lead 
during the 18th minute of the 
opening half when Taig Healy 
split a pair of defenders before 
firing a low breakaway shot into 
the back of the net past Western 
Mass. goalie Gianluca Cersosi-
mo (4 saves) for an unassisted 
goal. 

A couple of minutes later, 
Western Mass. forward Alec 
Hughes blasted a shot that de-
flected off the face of Seacoast 
goalie Jackson Lee (4 saves), 
who laid on the ground for sev-
eral minutes before coming out 
of the game.

“Jackson has a slight con-
cussion and we’re going to have 
him checked out by a doctor,” 
Ryan said. “Our back-up goal-
ie (James Lowell) came in and 
did a very good job for us. We 
do have a couple of very good 
keepers.”     

Late in the first half, another 
shot attempt by Hughes was de-
flected over the endline by Low-
ell, who was credited with five 
saves, resulting in a corner kick. 

Jared Smith also had a free 
kick for Western Mass before the 
first half ended. 

Three minutes into the sec-
ond half, Augustine Boadi gave 
the home fans something to cheer 
about.  After gaining possession 
of the ball at midfield, Boadi drib-
bled down the middle of the field 
before firing a low shot into the 
left corner tying the score at 1-1. 
“We were down at halftime and 
we really wanted to tie the score 
early in the second half, “said 
Boadi, who faced a couple of his 
Boston College teammates. “I 
just the ball coming towards me. 

Then I had a lot of open space 
and Alec drew the defender away 
for me. Then I fired a shot into 
the net, and it felt very good 
scoring the tying goal. It got us 
back into the game.”      

The contest remained tied 
until Ted Cargill scored the go-
ahead goal, which was assisted 
by Austin Brummett, during the 
62nd minute.

The home team had several 
scoring chances during the final 
25 minutes of regulation, but 
they couldn’t tie the score again.  

“It’s always tough whenever 
you lose, especially at home,” 
said Pioneers captain Nicholas 
Obberauch. “We had several op-
portunities, but we couldn’t put 
any of them away. We just need 
to keep working hard during the 
rest of the season.” 

After playing a road match 
against Pathfinder FC on Tues-
day night, the Pioneers will be 
looking to start another home 
winning streak when they host 
the Albany Rush at 7 p.m. on 
Friday night. 

PIONEERS from page 1

THOMPSON, Conn. — Ronnie 
Williams used a late caution to win the 
Icebreaker 125 for the Outlaw Open 
Modified Series at Thompson Speedway 
back in April. Wednesday night, Wil-
liams didn’t need a late caution - he did 
it in dominating fashion. Williams took 
the lead early and rolled to the win af-
ter holding off Chris Pasteryak and on a 
flurry of late restarts. The victory came 
in the first of the summer Dash For Cash 
50-lap, $5,000 to win races for the Out-
law Open Modifieds at the Connecticut 
oval in 2023.

Williams had a tough challenge on 
the final restart with Pasteryak closing in 
on the back bumper. Pasteryak was close 
on the final lap when the field took the 
white flag, but got loose off turn two and 
had to settle for second. Joey Mucciac-
ciaro posted a strong third-place finish 
with Kurt Vigeant and Swanson finish-
ing the top-five.   

Former Thompson champion Nick 
Johnson rolled to victory in the 25-lap 
Late Model race, taking the lead using 
the bottom lane. Johnson passed Mat-
thew Lowinski-Loh for the second spot 
on the bottom, then passed Devin De-
shaies for the lead just before halfway. 
Although Lowinski-Loh was closing in 
during the final laps, Johnson was able 
to seal the win. Lowinski-Loh finished 
in second, with Andrew Moelleur wrap-
ping the race in third.   Oddly enough, 
even though Johnson won the champion-
ship in the Late Models in 2019, it was 
his first career track Late Model win, he 
said in Victory Lane.

The New England Supermodifieds 

rolled into Thompson to supply pure 
speed and power and it was a dominant 
performance by Ben Seitz. The driver of 
the No. 11 jumped out to the lead pass-
ing Anthony Nocella for the top spot and 
never looked back en route to picking up 
the dominating victory. Danny Bowes 
was second and Rob Summers third at 
the end of their 30-lap feature. 

Tyler Chapman collected the ex-
tra-distance prize in the SK Light Mod-
ifieds at the end of their 30-lap feature, 
worth $750 to win. Much of the middle 
portion of the race saw Chapman chas-
ing Danny Cates for the lead, with Al-
exander Pearl not far behind in third. 
Chapman would pass Cates for the lead 
with just under 10 laps remaining and go 

unchallenged the remainder of the laps 
to win. Cates would lose second to Pearl 
in the final laps, but the two did com-
plete the podium. The division not only 
had extra laps and extra prize money, but 
also infield pitting during the race for the 
first time during their Thompson tenure. 

Corey Fanning made it two-for-
two on the 2023 season in the Limited 
Sportsman, outlasting a stout group of 
contenders during a wild green-white-
checkered finish to take the win in the 
30-lap EdenRaffety Clash For Cash. The 
$750 to win race looked to be in the con-
trol of Ryan Waterman as the field took 
the white flag, but a caution for a spin-
ning car in turn four slowed the race and 
set up the dash to the finish with a green-

white-checkered. Waterman and Chico-
las brought the field down for the green 
with Waterman jumping away with the 
lead into turn one. When the field hit turn 
one after taking the white flag a lap later, 
contact between Waterman and Chico-
las sent Waterman drifting up the track 
sideways. Chicolas took advantage to 
grab the lead, but Fanning snagged the 
bottom lane and drag-raced him for the 
lead down the backstretch and Water-
man rallied to chase them both in third. 
Off turn four to the checkered, Fanning 
jumped out to control and crossed for the 
win. Chicolas was second and Waterman 
third. 

It was a dominant type of night for 
Kyle Wing in the Mini Stocks. Wing 
won his qualifying heat in dominant 
fashion, then followed it up by leading 
all 15 laps to win the Mini Stock feature 
race. It was his first career win in racing, 
he said in Victory Lane. Kevin Moore 
crossed the stripe second and Glynn Roy 
in third. 

Thompson Speedway Motorsports 
Park’s oval track is promoted by the 
American-Canadian Tour and Pro All 
Star Series again in 2023. The track 
will return to racing action on Wednes-
day, July 26, with the Twisted Tea Open 
Modified Dash For Cash round two, set 
for 50 laps and $5,000 to win. The SK 
Light Modifieds will run double fea-
tures, while the Late Models, Limited 
Sportsman and Mini Stocks will also be 
in action. Racing begins at 6PM and a 
full schedule of events will be released 
one week prior to race day. 

Williams gets another big win

Submitted photo
Ronnie Williams captured a win in the Outlaw Open Modifieds.

Lucio Berron passes up the field. Alec Hughes tries to outrun his opponent. Connor Bagdon follows through on 
a pass forward.

Lawrence Goddard stops the ball.
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Blue Sox hit 
tough skid, lose 
four straight

HOLYOKE – The Valley Blue Sox were 
defeated by the Danbury Westerners on Sun-
day by a score of 9-5 The team fell to 8-8 on 
the season.

It was a tale of two halves of this game 
for the Blue Sox. Danbury jumped out to an 
early 3-0 lead after an early two-run-homer. 
Valley was able to fight back in the bottom 
of the fifth inning, scoring two runs making 
it a 3-2 game. 

Danbury quickly increased their lead, 
scoring six combined runs in the sixth and 
seventh innings. The Westerners hit three 
home runs in this game after none had been 
hit in MacKenzie Stadium in the first nine 
games at home this season. 

Terry Murray started for the Blue Sox 
and struck out four batters in four innings, 
allowing three runs. 

Harrison Durow and James Vaughn both 
pitched two innings out of the bullpen, al-
lowing three runs each.

Zach Cameron pitched a clean top of the 
ninth, with one strikeout. 

Right Fielder EJ Kreutzmann broke out 
of a slump today, batting 2-for-4 with a dou-
ble and two RBIs.

The utilityman Michael Zarrillo also 
went 2-for-4 with an RBI double.

Last Saturday evening, the Blue Sox were 
defeated by the North Shore Navigators by a 
score of 4-0. 

Valley was limited to just four hits thanks 
to solid pitching from start to finish from the 
Navigators. North Shore starter Nate Espelin 
pitched six shutout innings. Espelin had no 
strikeouts on the night, but was able to force 
soft contact and limit traffic on the bases, sti-
fling Valley’s offense. 

Kurt Thomas started the game for the 
Blue Sox, and pitched four innings, allowing 
three runs and four walks, with no strikeouts. 

The ball was turned over to Thomas Bal-
lard who pitched two innings, allowing one 
run off of two hits while striking out four 
batters.

The back end of the bullpen continued 
to shine for the Blue Sox, with Michael 
Weidinger and Jason Arrigo both tossing 
shutout innings. Both pitchers struck out two 
batters in their inning of work. 

Eliot Dix went 2-for-2 on the night, 
reaching base in all three of his at-bats. 

Matt Bergevin went 1-for-2 with two 
walks, continuing to see the ball well at the 
plate as he has all season.

Athletes invited 
to participate in 
sports clinics

LUDLOW – Lions Pride Sports Clinics 
are back.  Young inspiring athletes have the 
opportunity to participate in one or all of our 
exciting clinics. The 2023 lineup consists of, 
Soccer session 1 from June 26 to 30, Soc-
cer Session 2 from July 17 to July 21.  Ath-
lete Prep strength and conditioning program 
from June 27  to Aug. 10, Basketball from 
July 10 to 14, High School 
and Beach Volleyball June 
20 to Aug. 15, Volleyball 
Basics July to Aug. 16, and 
Wrestling July 10 to Aug. 
16. All clinics are held 
on the campus of Ludlow 
High School and are geared 
toward the development 
of fundamental skills. For 
more information log on 
to lionspridesc.wix.com/
lpsc or contact Tim Brillo 
TBrillo1723@gmail.com.  
Registration is now online 
at https://www.familyid.
com/organizations/lions-
den-sports-clinics

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

The grant supports 
organizations combatting 
bullying 

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN – Author Sandra How-
ell received a grant alongside her co-au-
thor, Courtney Vail, from Unify Against 
Bullying on June 20 for the Angels 
Club book series.

Howell and Vail were among 11 re-
cipients honored in a ceremony at The 
Log Cabin in Holyoke. 

Unify Against Bullying, founded in 
2005 by Edward and Susanna Zemba, is 
a nonprofit organization whose mission 
is to end bullying by celebrating true di-
versity, with grants supporting organi-
zations in anti-bullying initiatives. 

Howell shared the series’ intent in 
her acceptance speech: all-inclusive 
books weaved with education and ad-
venture. 

“Each of our books, we try and do 
something special that will affect the 
communities so that they’ll want to 
buy these books, the children will read 
the books and find something of them-
selves in there,” Howell said. 

Vail explained the grant will provide 
books to organizations, clubs and chil-
dren’s hospitals. 

“We’re so thankful to give away sev-
eral sets because our books are empow-
ering and inspiring. It’s important that 
we can get them into the kids’ hands,” 
Vail said. 

Howell reflected on the grant’s im-
pact. 

“It makes us feel like we have ac-
complished so much to help with the 
bullying that goes on,” Howell said. “To 
be recognized by this great organiza-
tion is the most important piece that we 
know we’re doing something right.” 

During the ceremony, Wendy Stech-
mann, secretary for Unify Against Bul-
lying’s Board of Directors, expressed to 
Howell and Vail the series’ impact on 
her. 

“As the mom of a daughter with au-
tism who has been bullied, she has read 
your books,” Stechmann said. “I really 
appreciate it. It really does mean a lot 
to me.” 

Stechmann’s story touched Howell. 
“That made me feel so great. That 

was very important to us that she had 
said that,” Howell said. 

Vail said each book has an anti-bul-
lying message with topics including cy-
berbullying, shunning and more. 

“So our books feature pointers for 
children and also educational things, 
but in an entertaining way because 
they’re all mystery adventures,” Vail 
said. 

The fifth book, “The Lost Warrior 
Princess,” focuses on online stranger 
danger. 

“That’s an important book. We usu-
ally sell that pretty well at book fairs 
and things like that because parents 
want to stay vigilant about who their 
kids are talking to online,” Vail said. 

Howell and Vail said other books fo-
cus on foster children, different ethnic-
ities and disabilities, including autism 
and cerebral palsy.

“The central theme though is this 
farm where they all volunteer for ther-
apeutic riding, which brings in disabled 
kids, so that’s their common goal. But 
the other common goal is to be kind,” 
Howell said. 

The latest book, “The Hero in the 
Eagle,” mentions Wilbraham and focus-
es on a biracial boy. 

“This boy is biracial and for him to 
find this underground railroad, that’s 
how it hooks together. Because he was 
so bullied because he was biracial in 
school. He didn’t know where he be-

longed. That to me, is such an import-
ant, important story,” Howell said. 

Howell and Vail said they’re decid-
ing where to send the books. 

“If somebody has a club or an or-
ganization or a therapeutic riding, we 
want to provide the books. That’s what 
the grant will do. It will allow us to 
give. So if somebody has a local club, 
they can contact the publishers’ website 
and let her (Howell) know,” Vail said. 

“We will go there and speak about 
our books. We will donate our books,” 
Howell added. 

Howell was, again, humbled by the 
grant.

“It makes us feel really happy to be 
recognized by Unify Against Bullying 
and to receive a grant so we can share 
our books and our stories for kids,” 
Howell said. 

To learn more, visit www.angels-
clubkids.com. 

Hampden author awarded Unify Against 
Bullying grant 

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
(L to R) Authors Courtney Vail and Sandra Howell pose for a photo with Unify 
Against Bullying Board Chair/President Sarah Goff during the Unify Against 
Bullying Grant Award Reception ceremony. The grant award will provide copies of 
the Angels Club book series to organizations including Ronald McDonald Houses, 
schools, children’s hospitals and more. 

A close-up of the display table spotlighting the Angels Club book series, written by 
Sandra Howell and Courtney Vail, during the Unify Against Bullying Grant Award 
Reception ceremony.
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
TWO END TABLES, one coffee 
table, cherry wood finish, good condi-
tion, $75 each or all three pieces for 
$200. Call 413-547-8811.

TAG SALE
TAG SALE: JULY 1ST & 2ND, 
9am-5pm. Household items, some 
antiques, power tools, mechanics 
tools, tig welder, many items to see. 
26 Aspen St., Ware MA. Rain or 
shine.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED BUYING Bottles, 
Crocks, Jugs, Pottery, Costume 
Jewelry, Toys, Games,coins, ster-
ling, Glassware, Silver-plated items, 
watches, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOF-
ING. Established 1976. New re-
roofs and repairs. Gutter cleanings 
and repairs. Licensed/ insured. Call 
(413)967-6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & 
refinishing - cane, fiber rush & 
splint - Classroom instructor, 20+ 
years experience. Call Walt at 
(413)289-6670 for estimate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, 
plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All 
ceiling textures. Fully insured. Ja-
son at Great Walls. (413)563-
0487

**MINI SPLITS OR HIGH EFFI-
CIENCY HEAT PUMPS = MASS 
SAVE REBATES!!!** Take advan-
tage of MASSIVE rebates from Mass 
Save when we install a new Mini Split 
and High Efficient Heat Pumps - Just 
Call, Text or Email !!!! 413-282-
8181

**Willing to travel all 
areas of Western MA 

Western Mass Home Repair
Offering all repairs, services, construc-
tion and consultation ** Licensed and 
Insured !
Call - Text - Email with any questions - 
We are here to help!

westernmasshomerepair@
gmail.com

413-282-8181

ELECTRICIAN
RESIDENTIAL WIRING EV 
charging stations, HVAC mini splits, 
no job too small. Call Dave Rhodes 
(413)204-7575, Master Electrician 
License #16887A

EVENTS
WINTERGARDEN FARMS AN-
TIQUES AT WINTERGARDEN 
FARMS just 15 minutes from the heart 
of Brimfield July 4 through July 10 9:00 
am to 5:00 pm daily by appointment 
only, including evenings. 359 Stafford 
Road (Rte 32), Monson, Mass. Call 
(413)539-1472 to make an appoint-
ment or stop by. The barn is packed with 
great merchandise!! Keep watching for 
updated photos at www.antique-
satwintergardenfarm.com

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE-
CIALIST Decks, Porches, Doors, 
Windows, Repairs, Cement repairs, 
asphalt repairs, mulch, stone and 
screened loam, vinyl fence. BBB ap-
proved .Tim (413)563-2229

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING 
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Spring clean-up and lawn repair
Weekly mowing and
 yard maintenance

Landscape installation and restoration
Shrub trimming, pruning,

 and mulching
Call or text 413-266-9975

Insured - Commercial and Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

TUNE UPS

CHINCHILLA’S FOR SALE $80.00 
or best offer. Call or text 413-523-
6002

MAINTENANCE POSITION For a 
reliable, self-starter Handyman Call Bill 
at 413-563-7154

PER DIEM FRONT DESK.
Great place to work our front desk 

staff is averaging 10 years and 
counting! This is a part time per-diem 
position, 10-20 hours a week, includ-
ing weekend coverage. Retirees en-

couraged to apply. Send a resume to: 
The Gardens of Wilbraham, 2 Lodge 
Lane, Wilbraham, MA 01095. Email: 
mchisholm@thegardensofwil-

braham.com. Fax: 413-596-5320.
Managed by Athena Communities, 

EOE.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
FIREFIGHTER/EMT The Town of Wil-
braham is looking to fill a vacancy for 
Firefighter/EMT. For application and 
more information please visit www.
wilbraham-ma.gov.  Open until 
filled. EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

SERVICES

Read your local newspaper online at
www.newspapers.turley.com
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HIRING 
DRIVERS

We are looking for caring 
individuals to provide safe 
and efficient transportation on 
our team of School Bus Drivers 
serving the communities of 
Agawam, Hampden, East
Longmeadow, Longmeadow, 
Ludlow, West Springfield,
Wilbraham and Southwick.

Currently licensed CDL School Bus Drivers
We also offer FREE, paid CDL License Training

Apply online at LPVEC.ORG
Call 413-789-3291 or apply in person at 

384 SHOEMAKER LANE, AGAWAM

BENEFITS

• Health Insurance
• Paid Personal and Sick Time
• State Retirement
• Medical flexible spending account 

for health care & dependent care

*Typical routes average 25-30 hours 
per week,  mornings and afternoons 
each school day

REQUIREMENTS
• Minimum 21 years of age
•  Valid driver’s license for at
 least 3 years
• Must be able to obtain a MA 
 CDL Permit with Passenger 
 and School Bus Endorsements
• Must be able to pass a background 

check,  drug test and DOT physical

TRAINING 
PROGRAMS 

START 
IMMEDIATELY

Paid CDL Training

We are looking for caring
individuals to provide safe
and efficient transportation on
our team of School Bus Drivers
serving the communities of
Agawam, East Longmeadow, 
Granville, Hampden, 
Longmeadow, Ludlow, 
Southwick, Tolland,
West Springfield and Wilbraham.

BENEFITS
• Health Insurance
• Paid Personal and Sick Time
• State Retirement
• Medical flexible spending account
 health care & dependent care

REQUIREMENTS
• Minimum 
 21 years of age
• Valid driver’s 

license for at
 least 3 years

HIRING 
DRIVERS

We are looking for caring 
individuals to provide safe 
and efficient transportation on 
our team of School Bus Drivers 
serving the communities of 
Agawam, Hampden, East
Longmeadow, Longmeadow, 
Ludlow, West Springfield,
Wilbraham and Southwick.

Currently licensed CDL School Bus Drivers
We also offer FREE, paid CDL License Training

Apply online at LPVEC.ORG
Call 413-789-3291 or apply in person at 

384 SHOEMAKER LANE, AGAWAM

BENEFITS

• Health Insurance
• Paid Personal and Sick Time
• State Retirement
• Medical flexible spending account 

for health care & dependent care

*Typical routes average 25-30 hours 
per week,  mornings and afternoons 
each school day

REQUIREMENTS
• Minimum 21 years of age
•  Valid driver’s license for at
 least 3 years
• Must be able to obtain a MA 
 CDL Permit with Passenger 
 and School Bus Endorsements
• Must be able to pass a background 

check,  drug test and DOT physical

TRAINING 
PROGRAMS 

START 
IMMEDIATELY

Apply online at LPVEC.org
Call 413-789-3291

In Person at 384 Shoemaker Lane, Agawam

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
NOTICE OF TAKING
To  t h e  k n ow n  a n d 

unknown heirs of James M. 
Pease and Fred S. Pease, 
Under Sections 7B and 
8A of Chapter 79 of the 
Massachusetts General Laws, 
the Board of Selectmen of 
Town of  Wilbraham, award-
ed  Three Hundred Eighty 
T h o u s a n d  a n d  0 0 / 1 0 0 
($380,000.00) Dollars as 
damages for  the eminent 
domain  taking, to Anthony 
Carnevale, holder of a mort-
gage on the real property 
described below and Anthony 
Carnevale, Trustee of the 
Berkshire Funding Realty 
Trust, the current identified 
record owner of the real prop-
erty described as

Parcels B, C, D, and 

E on a plan recorded at the 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds entitled “Plan of Land 
in Wilbraham, MA prepared 
for Mile Oak Land Holdings, 
LLC” dated June 21, 2010 
prepared by Sherman & 
Frydryk Land Survey and 
Engineering 3 Converse 
Street Suite 203 Palmer, 
MA 01609 recorded in the 
Hamden County Registry of 
Deeds in Plan Book 358, Page 
48 and;

Parcel G-2 as shown on a 
plan of land entitled “Plan of 
Land in Wilbraham, MA pre-
pared for Berkshire Funding 
Realty Trust” dated May 26, 
2022 prepared by Sherman 
& Frydryk Land Surveying, 
Engineering & Scientists A 
Division of Hancock Survey 
Associates, Inc. 3 Converse 

Street Suite 203 Palmer, 
MA 01609 recorded in the 
Hamden County Registry of 
Deeds in Plan Book 395, Page 
64;

as further described in an 
Order of Taking dated June 
5, 2023 and recorded on June 
8, 2023 with the Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds at 
Book 25035 Page 466.

If you believe you are 
entitled to an award, you 
may petition the superior 
court of said county under 
Massachusetts General Laws 
Chapter 79 Section 14 within 
three years after the rights to 
such damages has vested, per 
Massachusetts General Laws 
Chapter 79 Section 16.
06/15, 06/22, 06/29/2023

PUBLIC NOTICES

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of July 4th, 
PUBLIC NOTICES 

EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice 

no later than NOON

Thursday, June 29
– Thank you!

Wow! Have you seen it lately?? The 
Wilbraham Senior Center located be-
hind Wilbraham Town Hall is taking 
shape!! In the past few weeks we have 
seen exterior walls, cement flooring and 
insulated roof panels being installed.  
Most recently a bid was accepted from 
Elm Electric to provide the cabling for 
the Information Technology system for 
the new building.  Weekly construction 
meetings are being held in the trailer on 
the construction site that involve con-
tractors, subcontractors and members of 
the Building Committee

Our friends at P-3 tell us with the 
steel up, the decking has been installed 
on the floors and roof surfaces. The 
plumbers and electricians have installed 
all of the below slab utilities including 
the electrical conduits, kitchen plumb-
ing and the drain for the elevator pit. 

The site contractor has installed 
the majority of the underground storm 
drainage and utilities to the building 
including the data conduit. They have 
also rough graded the site to ensure that 
these newly buried utilities are protected 
during construction. 

The sub grade was compacted and 
prepped and all of the utilities backfilled 
in anticipation of the floor being poured. 
The  under slab vapor barrier was in-
stalled and was carefully taped all of the 
seams and joints. This will restrict mois-
ture movement through the foundation 
slab. The first floor and attic concrete 
was placed on the same day with over 

200 yards of concrete coming onsite. To 
achieve the long reaches required a con-
crete pump truck was brought onsite to 
properly place the concrete. The second 
floor concrete was placed the next day. 

The contractor has installed the stair 
pans which are steel forms that will 
have the concrete placed into them. The 
building framing will take place next 
with all of the cross bracing being in-
stalled in the walls. 

In the background are decisions 
being made for furniture, fixtures and 
equipment to be purchased. The “look 
and feel” of the inside space will be 
fresh and welcoming to all who enter 
and use the building, as well as durable 
to withstand constant use. We are on tar-
get for an opening in Spring 2024.

As always, photos of the ongoing 
project are and will be available on the 
Town Website. We  ask that you enjoy 
the construction of our new Senior Cen-
ter from a safe distance. Please do  not 
enter the construction site during or af-
ter work hours and be respectful of the 
workers, as we are asking that they be 
respectful as guests of our Community.

If you have questions or comments 
about the new Senior Center, please 
call the Senior Center information line 
at: 596-2800 extension 315 and leave 
a message, or emailSeniorInfo2021@
gmail.com. Someone will get back to 
you.

Linda Cooper for the Wilbraham Se-
nior Center Building Committee

HAMPDEN - The following students 
received Honor Roll status for Term 4 at 
Green Meadows School. 

Eighth Grade High Honors
Brielle Foisy, Caitlin Hebert, Gracie 

Smith

Eighth Grade Honors
Jason Abeid, Ismael Colon, Kiera 

Connors, Andrea Lyon, Matthew Perkins, 
Haley Powers, Jayne Quackenbush, Ethan 
Rose-Vialpando, Dominick Tessier

Seventh Grade High Honors
Emmy Foisy, Daizy McDonald, Ari-

anna Soler, Kylie Walters

Seventh Grade Honors
Kayden Bain-Purdy, Emilia Imbriglio, 

Isabella Kupis, Layla Lozano, Ashley 
McDonald, Miyani Tessier

Sixth Grade High Honors
Madeleine O’Sullivan

Sixth Grade Honors
Aurora Broussard, Juan Alfonso Ta-

mayo

Green Meadows School announces Term 
4 Honor Roll 2022-2023 School Year

SCHOOLS

COLUMBIA, SC – Cameron Cupka, a 
MRHS 2019 graduate, recently earned his 
degree in Engineering at the University of 

South Carolina.
He also earned a GPA of 4.0 and was 

named to the President’s List.

Cupka graduates from
University of South Carolina

Founded by Judy Hoyt, Kamp 
serves children with and 
without disabilities

WESTFIELD — Kamp for Kids™, a 
summer day camp for children and young 
adults with and without disabilities, will 
be holding an open house event, “Kamp 
Welcome Day,” on Tuesday, July 18 from 
10:30 a.m. to noon at Camp Togowauk, 
754 Russell Road in Westfield. 

State Sen. John Velis (D-Westfield) 
will be in attendance, along with other 
public officials, representatives of BHN 
and parents and friends of Kamp for 
Kids™. A brief program will be held with 
remarks by elected officials and BHN 
staff, and “Kampers” will give demonstra-
tions that they prepared of their creative 
work including skits, songs and artwork.

 Kamp for Kids™, located at Camp 

Togowauk on Russell Road in Westfield, 
is for children and young adults ages 
3-22 – both with and without disabilities 
– and offers an opportunity to experience 
growth, inclusion and fun in a summer 
camp setting that includes a spray park; 
expressive arts; outdoor education; arts & 
crafts; and non-competitive sports. 

Kamp for Kids™ operates every sum-
mer during July and August with about 
150 Kampers over three sessions. This 
year, Kamp runs from July 10 through 
August 18 , Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. 
until 2 p.m. For more information, visit 
www.bhninc.org/kamp-kids. 

Kamp for Kids™ was founded by 
Judy Hoyt, whose son Rick was the in-
spiration behind the camp.  Rick recently 
passed away in May 2023 at the age of 
61. He became well known through his 
participation in several Boston Marathons 
with his father, Dick.

BHN’s Kamp for Kids™ in Westfield 
to hold  ‘Kamp Welcome Day’ July 18
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LIVE MUSIC LINEUP!

Eastfield Mall • 1655 Boston Road, Springfield

Eastfield Mall 1655 Boston Rd.

Donovan’s
Irish Pub
FOOD & SPIRITS

Western Mass.’
#1 Irish Pub
for Food &

Entertainment with
a Family Friendly

Atmosphere!

DINNER SPECIALS
Thurs. & Sat.: Corn Beef & Cabbage •   Fri.: Whole Belly Clams

Thurs. 3/28 The Jeff & Jason Show
Friday 3/29 The Healys w/John Tabb

Saturday, March 30
Direct from New York,
International Irish Entertainer

DONAL O’SHAUGHNESSY!
Join us for an evening of singing, joke-telling
and yarn-spinning fun for the whole family!

Eastfield Mall 1655 Boston Rd.

Donovan’s
Irish Pub
FOOD & SPIRITS

Western Mass.’
#1 Irish Pub
for Food &

Entertainment with
a Family Friendly

Atmosphere!

DINNER SPECIALS
Thurs. & Sat.: Corn Beef & Cabbage •   Fri.: Whole Belly Clams

Thurs. 3/28 The Jeff & Jason Show
Friday 3/29 The Healys w/John Tabb

Saturday, March 30
Direct from New York,
International Irish Entertainer

DONAL O’SHAUGHNESSY!
Join us for an evening of singing, joke-telling
and yarn-spinning fun for the whole family!

Western Mass's #1 Irish Pub!Western Mass's #1 Irish Pub!

Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11am-12am, Sun. 9am-7pm
              Sunday Breakfast 9am-12pm • Our Patio is Open!

Follow us on 
Facebook 

and visit our 
website for 
the most 

up to date 
information

Fri. 6/30

The Healys 
w/ Barney 
McElhone

Dee 
Reilly

Sat. 7/1 Fri. 7/7
The Healys 
w/ Barney 
McElhone

TBA
Sat. 7/8

1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA
413-566-8324

lacucinahampden.com

Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm & Sun. 11:30am-9pm

di Hampden House

OUR PATIO IS NOW OPEN!
Weather Permitting

BOOK YOUR NEXT FUNCTION WITH US!
Showers, Christenings, First Communions, 

Rehearsal Dinners, Weddings, etc.

See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu

LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS BAR OPEN LATE!

LIVE 
MUSIC!

For More Information
Contact Lori Atkinson at 413-566-8324

or by email at lacucinagreenhouse@gmail.com

Every Friday 
& Saturday

CLOSED JULY 3RD & JULY 4TH

Open Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm • Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 12-8pm
OUR PATIO IS OPEN!  •  RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED 

1st Tim Cecchitelli
8th Charlie Bongiovi
15th Irv Lewis
22nd Peter Newland
29th TBAPeter Newland

Charlie Bongiovi

JULY LINE UP

2133 Boston Road
Wilbraham

413.271.1208

Join Us 
Saturday, 

July 22nd for 
Special Guest 

Peter J. 
Newland of FAT

The legendary 
Western Mass 

band! 
You remember 

Peter from the ‘70s. 
Enjoy his music again! 

Joined by friends 
Ralph Whittle on piano and 

Mark Pappas on guitar.

Great Food, 
Live Music, 
The Perfect 
Night Out!

Tim Cecchitelli

2341 Boston Rd., (Rt. 20), Wilbraham, MA

413.279.2020
route20barandgrille.com

SERVING: TUESDAY-THURSDAY 4-9PM
FRIDAY-SATURDAY11:30AM-9:30PM • SUNDAY 11:30AM-8PM
WITH EXTENDED BAR HOURS EVERY NIGHT

$15 PRIME RIB 
NIGHT EVERY TUESDAY
Dine In Only • While Supplies Last

THURSDAY - Sunday 
at 11:30

NOW SERVING LUNCH

Bar & Grille
EST. 2016

$17 STEAK N’ BREW
EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT!

Dine in Only • While supplies last

LIVE MUSIC!
Thursday 6/29: Joe Zabien
Friday 6/30: David Stoltz
Saturday 7/1: Joe Zabien

HAPPY HOUR
THURSDAYS 4-7:30PM!
Specially Priced Apps & Live Music
NEW Summer Cocktails & Martinis!

SUNDAY BRUNCH
Sundays 11:30-2:30
(Plus Our Regular Menu Until 8pm)
Featuring Our Build Your Own 
Bloody Mary & Mimosa Bar!

LOBSTER CLAM BAKE
IS BACK! 

Every Wednesday Night 
(includes Lobster, Steamers 

& Corn on the Cob)
AND

SUMMER STEAMERS 
Every Thursday Night

Both Specials Available
While Supplies Last

Every Thursday, 
Friday & Saturday!

LET’S GO OUT!LET’S GO OUT!
Your Local Favorite Restaurants


