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WILBRAHAM - The 
community came out in 
droves to the Route 20 Bar & 
Grille on May 20 for a com-
munity fundraiser supporting 
the Wilbraham Veterans As-
sistance Fund.

The event raised $6,915 
and was organized by ECI 
Technologies in partnership 
with Route 20 Bar & Grille. 

20% of the food proceeds 
from the event were donated 
by the restaurant to support 
the fund, along with an addi-
tional $500 contribution. 

Attendees also enjoyed 
live entertainment from Aelan 
Lisowski and Owen Antaya , 
raffles—including a 50/50 raf-
fle where the winner donated 
half her winnings back to the 
fund—and celebrity bartend-
ers who were Patrick Renna, 
director of Veteran Services, 
Jered Sasen, National Service 

Officer, Massachusetts Exec-
utive Office of Veterans Ser-
vices, Ashley Pelzek, former 
Strike Fighter Tactics Instruc-
tor at the U.S. Navy’s Fighter 
Weapons School (TOPGUN), 
Michael “Bax” Baxendale 
from Rock 102, Leah Rantz 
from Lazer 99.3, Adam Feit, 
former NFL and NCAA Divi-
sion I strength and condition-
ing coach and co-owner of TF 
Performance and James His-
gen, a 20+ year law enforce-
ment professional and former 

FYFA coach. 
The Wilbraham Veterans 

Assistance Fund is a resource 
to provide immediate, short-
term financial assistance to 
local veterans and their de-
pendents facing hardship. The 
funds are used to help cover 
essential needs such as food, 
transportation and emergency 
heating or utility expenses.

The event sponsors were 
Blush in Comfort, Wilbra-

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Scantic 
River Artisans hosted the 
Eighth Annual Juried Art 
Show at the senior center on 
June 13 and 14.

The categories were wa-
tercolor, photography, oil, 
graphics, acrylic and three-di-
mensional, with ribbons giv-
en out for first, second and 
third place. Some categories 
also had honorable mentions.

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - 
Friends and family gathered 
together to have a picnic at 
Fountain Park in honor of 
Flag Day on June 14. 

During the picnic, the 
schedule was packed with 
activities for everyone to 
participate in during their 
time at the park.

The day started with 
a flag raising by the Boy 
Scouts and Cub Scouts, fol-
lowed by the Pledge of Al-
legiance and the playing of 
the National Anthem.

From there, kids brought 
their own decorated bikes 
and engaged in a bike pa-
rade. Each participant also 

received a little prize after 
the parade. 

After the bike parade, 
games of cornhole and a wa-
ter balloon toss commenced.

To round off the packed 
day, people were able to 
participate in trying to break 
the world record for most 
people to do the Macarena 
in one vicinity. 

Organizing the picnic 
was Tracey Plantier, who 
quotes friend and Hamp-
den Wilbraham Partners for 
Youth co-founder and late 
Gina Kahn, who inspired 
her for the Flag Day Picnic. 

“She told me events 
like this are so healthy for 
the community. It encour-

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent 

HAMPDEN - The senior 
center hosted a summer kick-
off luncheon on June 12. 

The luncheon featured a 
selection of barbeque chick-
en, potato salad, and corn for 
attendees. People were also 
able to enjoy musical enter-
tainment by The Boomers. 

Volunteers brought out 
food for attendees, with a 
lunch consisting of barbeque 
chicken, potato salad, and 
corn. A little bit later they 
came out again with lemon 
and strawberry pie slices for 
everyone. 

Musical entertainment 
truly brought the energy 

By Charles F. Bennett
Times Editor Emeritus

We are continuing the 
column this 
m o n t h 

with more histor-
ical figures that I 
call “People From 
the Past” - provid-
ing a small profile 
on why they were 
important to the 
town. They join 
the likes of Rev. 
Noah Merrick, the 
town’s first min-
ister and Nathaniel Hitch-
cock, the town’s first settler. 
Also, “Town Father” Fred 
W. Green, strong woman 
Miss Evanore O. Beebe; and 
20th century selectman John 
Lovejoy who ushered in the 
new Minnechaug Regional 
High School and local gadfly 
Don Flannery.
                                                 

Mary Mack
Everybody knows the 

story about Timothy Merrick 
and the rattlesnake that killed 
him. In a column last year I 
mentioned the famous story 
that historian Dave Bourci-
er wrote about in his recent 
book, “Historic Tales of Wil-
braham”. 

Timothy Merrick, who 
was due to get married, was 
bit by a rattlesnake and died 
while working in the fields 

near what is now 
Oakland Street in 
Wilbraham. It hap-
pened on August 7, 
1761. The tragedy 
became the source 
of Wilbraham’s 
own folk song “The 
Pesky Sarpent”. 

There is anoth-
er related story, 
much less known, 
that involves Na-
than and Mary 

Mack who lived in a house 
on Monson Road from 1785 
to 1790. Chauncey Peck tells 
their tale in his “History of 
Wilbraham”.

One day, Mary Mack 
looked out the door and saw 
her little daughter sitting on 
the grass and playing with 
something in her lap.

Peck wrote, Mary stole 
quietly up behind her and 
barely stifled a scream as 
she saw a large rattlesnake 
curled up in the girl’s lap. 
“She ran to the cabin, caught 
up a small tub and hurrying 
back dropped it down over 

Community fundraiser supports Community fundraiser supports 
Wilbraham Veterans Assistance FundWilbraham Veterans Assistance Fund

Patrick Renna, director of Veterans Services, presented 
with the check from the community fundraiser 

supporting the Wilbraham Veterans Assistance Fund. 

HISTORICAL WILBRAHAM

Another rattlesnake story
B F Greene erected a Glendale boulder 
honoring  Wilbraham soldiers

Scantic River 
Artisans hosts 
Juried Art Show

Nan Hurlburt shows off 
examples of the Reflective 

Musings canvases.

Hampden Senior Center hosts Summer Kickoff Luncheon Flag Day picnic brings 
community together

Turley photo by Noelle Hisgen

Left to right, Ray Borbeau, Louise Boissy, Jane Bilodeau, Irene Cutting, and Linda Bridge sit 
together and enjoy a good lunch. 

By Patricia Sullivan
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM — As 
June is named for Juno, the 
Roman goddess of women 
and marriage, it was fitting 
that the Atheneum Society 
of Wilbraham presented an 
exhibition titled “Tying the 
Knot: Wedding Traditions 
Through Time” at the Old 
Meeting House on June 14.

The stars of the show 
were more than a dozen 
wedding gowns dating from 
the 1850s to the 1950s and 
donated to the museum. 
They ranged in style from a 
modest Quaker-style bonnet 
and gown to an elaborately 
beaded Edwardian dress.

Other wedding-themed 
objects included a collec-
tion of white gloves and 
shoes and a man’s top hat.

The dresses had been 
stored in acid-free boxes 
and had not been displayed 
for 15 years, according to 

Lindsey Bourcier, mar-
keting director for the Old 
Meeting House.

Bourcier said she was 
fascinated by the dark-col-
ored gowns on display, 
which brides re-wore on 

Here come the gowns

Turley photos by Patricia Sullivan

A detail of the intricately 
hand-beaded gown from 1900.

 This hand-beaded circa 1900 
astounded museum-goers.

Please see FLAG DAY, 
page 4

Please see GOWNS, page 5

Please see FUNDRAISER, 
page 8

Please see LUNCHJEON, 
page 15

Please see ART SHOW, 
page 13

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers

Please see HISTORICAL,
 page 10

Charlie Bennett
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OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES

D E S I G N
B U I L D
L I V E

T H E
K I T C H E N   &

B A T H  C O .

LOCAL.
FAMILY-OWNED.

IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.

BELCHERTOWN  n  WESTFIELD  n  ADAMS

413-485-7335 413-417-8787 413-417-8800 866-463-6261

A rusted, damaged, or leaking bulkhead door can lead to water intrusion, security 
concerns, and diminished curb appeal. Upgrade to a new Bilco® basement door 
and enjoy reliable protection, smooth operation, and a clean, finished look that 
complements your home.

Built to withstand New England weather. Installed by local carpenters.

Let’s Replace 
That Old Bulkhead.
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
FOR JULY 4TH!

Locally Grown Locally Grown 
VEGETABLES VEGETABLES 

Arriving Daily!Arriving Daily!

PICNIC FAVORITES 
from RANDALL’S

“Homemade” Summer Salads ~ 
Potato, Pasta, Slaws & Baked Beans

Red, White & 
Blueberry Desserts

For The Grill ~ 80% Lean USDA
Ground Beef Patties 

& Sliders
Hot Dogs & Kielbasa

Elsie’s Creamery 
The Best Homemade Ice Cream

★ ★ ★ STOP IN FOR A ★ ★ ★
Red, White & Blueberry Sundae!Red, White & Blueberry Sundae!

Vote Readerraves.com 2027
“Best Homemade Ice Cream”

“Best Farm Stand”

SStrawberries!
Red, Ripe & Delicious!

Locally GrownLocally Grown

Picked Fresh!Picked Fresh!

Perennial Of the Week June 24th – 30th
“Blanket Flower” Gaillardia“Blanket Flower” Gaillardia

                 $9.99 One Gallon Pots
(Reg. Price $12.99)

Red, Yellow and 
Orange Varieties 

SUN-LOVING, 
ATTRACTS BUTTERFLIES 

& HUMMINGBIRDS

BLOOMING JUMBO ANNUAL PLANTS
INSTANT GARDEN COLORINSTANT GARDEN COLOR

8-inch Pots  $9.99
Marigolds, 

Zinnias, Vinca & 
Celosia & More!

Beautiful Calibrachoa, 
Lantana & Mixed Combinations

10inch & 12inch pots 
$5 to $10 OFF Reg. Price

Flowering Hanging BasketsFlowering Hanging Baskets  
& Patio Pot Sale

Summer Blooming, Drought Tolerant, 
and Deer Resistant

 

• Helping clients live their  
best financial life since 1965

• Accomplished, Friendly  
and Professional

• Minimum required

Securities offered through LPL Financial.  Member FINRA/SIPC.  Advisory services offered through
Trombley Wealth Management, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

trombleywealth.com
 413-596-6992

Mike Trombley, Financial Advisor, Former MLB Player; 
Barbara Trombley, CPA, Financial Advisor

2022 Boston Rd.
Wilbraham, MA

NOW ATNOW AT

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

By Reese Magee
Correspondent 

WILBRAHAM – Mem-
bers of many town boards and 
committees gathered at the 
senior center on June 3 for a 
Building Utilization Commit-
tee Workshop to discuss the 
future needs of town owned 
buildings and explore possi-
ble solutions through group 
exercises with town officials.

The featured boards and 
committees were the Select 
Board, Finance Committee, 
Capital Planning Commit-
tee, Planning Board, Board 
of Assessors, Wilbraham Li-
brary Trustees, Playground 
and Recreation Committee, 
Historical Commission, Open 
Space and Recreation Com-
mittee, Wilbraham Cultural 
Council, Wilbraham Housing 
Authority, Economic Devel-
opment Committee, Zoning 
Board of Appeals and the 
Wilbraham Community Pres-
ervation Committee. 

The Building Utilization 
Committee has been evalu-
ating town owned buildings 
to determine whether these 
facilities require repairs, ren-
ovations, expansion or chang-
es in use to meet current and 
future community needs.

Some of the buildings that 
were discussed were the Old 
Meeting House, the Chil-
dren’s Museum, Memorial 
School, the public library and 
many more facilities.

One of the buildings dis-
cussed was the Old Meeting 
House. This building is a 
historic building that is 250 
years old and has limited 
parking space, but the whole 
facility is fully utilized.

The committee also re-
viewed the library. Survey 
results collected from em-
ployees provided insight into 
lighting issues, humidity and 
cooling issues within the 
building. 

However, the building is 
fully utilized in the commu-
nity. 

Another building dis-
cussed was the WFD2, a fire 
station located in the heart 
of the town. Built 68 years 
ago, the station plays a key 
role in minimizing emergen-
cy response time. However, 
the building is very small and 
survey results indicated that 
the building is overcrowd-
ed and has limited space for 

growth. 
These issues make it chal-

lenging for firefighters and 
emergency personnel. 

Following the presenta-
tion, town officials and com-
mittee members were divided 
into small groups and were 
assigned hypothetical scenar-
ios involving town facilities, 
with participants discussing 
possible approaches and shar-
ing the recommendation with 
the larger group. 

One of the scenarios 
was the future of Memorial 
School. 

Participant Aurora Pieran-
gelo Frias said the group fo-
cused on modernizing the 
historic building, noting that 
“Memorial School is a very 
community-oriented building 
already so how can we  ex-
pand on that and improve it?” 

The group also discussed 
grants and funding, stating, 
“We talked a lot about state 
and federal grants that are 
available for historic build-
ings and cultural buildings.”

Another highlight was 
upgrades, funding opportuni-
ties and whether the building 
could accommodate addition-
al town departments and sell-
ing three buildings—The Lit-
tle Red Schoolhouse, Town 
Hall and the Old Police De-
partment—and moving those 
departments into Memorial 
School, generating revenue.

Another scenario that was 
workshopped was the com-
munity recreation center and 
these participants envisioned 
a facility that could serve 
residents of all ages and be 
non-sports related. Some of 
the programs that would be 
included would be arts, edu-
cation, community programs 
rather than focusing solely on 
sports.

Specific programs and 

activities that the group men-
tioned during share out was 
it “would include internships 
with high schoolers, having 
Boy Scouts over, having more 
art opportunities and cooking 
lessons.”

The group also discussed 
how they would fund the 
project: “Funding obviously 
is going to come from Grants, 
CPA, Partnerships and other 
groups.” 

Some questions that were 
raised during their discussion 
was “who’s going to use it?” 
‘How do we decide what pro-
grams go into it?’ and “zon-
ing and planning board con-
cerns.”

The group also highlight-
ed community support.

“We talked about residen-
tial approval on a board basis 
as well as residents and tax-
payers,” they said. 

Another scenario that 
sparked discussion was about 
the sale of Memorial School 
and other municipal build-
ings. One participant noted 
that “if we sell off Memorial 
School and these buildings, 
we may be losing property 
and land available to us.” 

The group also discussed 
the future of recreation pro-
grams that are currently 
housed at Memorial.

“The school right now has 
a lot of sports and recreation 
used outside and inside the 
building,” they said. 

There could also be poten-
tial impacts on town services 
and how the revenue from 
property sales could be used. 

The participants of this 
scenario also emphasized the 
importance of ensuring any 
future development, wheth-
er housing recreation facili-
ties or senior services would 
provide lasting benefits to 
the community and that they 

would want the development 
to be community-oriented. 
The speaker stated, “Is that 
what the town wants?” “Is 
that going to be useful to 
town?” “Is it going to be good 
for our community?”

During the next activity, 
committee members and oth-
er officials worked in their 
scenario groups to develop 
implementation plans. At ev-
ery table there was a chart and 
Post-it notes, and groups were 
to identify key milestones, 
project dependencies and ma-
jor town meeting days that 
could affect their proposals. 

Participants were also 
asked to identify any new 
constraints, needs or oppor-
tunities that emerged during 
discussion. The groups then 
organized their ideas into 
timelines showing that their 
scenarios could be imple-
mented over a five-to-10-year 
timeline. 

The workshop concluded 
with a gallery review activity, 
which allowed participants 
to evaluate ideas generated 
by other groups on different 
scenarios. Each participant 
received four different col-
ored stickers to place on notes 
and proposals throughout the 
room.

Red stickers identified a 
critical concern or risk, yellow 
stickers highlighted the most 
critical needs, green stickers 
marked the most promising 
strategy or opportunity and 
blue stickers indicated ideas 
that needed further research. 

Over a 10-minute period, 
participants also reviewed 
the scenarios and used their 
stickers to provide feedback 
and help identify priorities or 
concerns they had for future 
consideration. 

Over the course of the 
workshop, residents, town of-
ficials, and community mem-
bers came together to discuss 
the future of the town’s build-
ing and facilities. Through 
group discussions and col-
laborative feedback activ-
ities, participants explored 
challenges, opportunities and 
priorities for many possible 
scenarios. 

The workshop encouraged 
attendees to communicate, 
listen to different perspectives 
and think critically about how 
town resources can serve the 
community in the future.

Town boards, committees gather for workshop

Turley photo by Reese Magee

The board and committee members discuss one of the 
scenarios.

HAMPDEN – Rock into 
Summer featuring Acous-
tica will be taking place on 
July 11 from 6 to 10 p.m. at 
Thornton Burgess Middle 
School—the town hall—at 
85 Wilbraham Rd. in Hamp-
den.

The event is in partner-

ship with Hampden Parks & 
Rec and East Village Tavern.

Sponsors include Cloud 
9 Marketing Group, Charlie 
Arment Trucking, Deer Park 
Recycling, Scags Enterprise, 
SAFCO Foam Insulation, 
Affordable Waste Solutions 
and more.

Rock into Summer on July 11
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TheLocalTableNTap.com
(413) 279-1198 • TheLocalTableNTap@gmail.com

 2039 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

Get Local at Home with
FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM

Our Famous Brunch: Sat & Sun 9am-Noon

 Bar Open Late

SMASH BURGER
NIGHT

EVERY MONDAY!

STEAK 
NIGHT

EVERY TUESDAY!

Our Famous
PRIME RIB Night
EVERY THURSDAY!

Private
Functions

Patio
Open!

Fundraising
Nights

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your GOLD 
Towards A New Purchase

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

TurnYourGoldIntoCash!
Sri

DF6360
4129B

DE631
LuS

WeBuyGoldinAnyCondition

10% Off Jewelery Repairs expires
9/30/26.

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Start your smile journey today!
Scan to book a complimentary consult.

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

NO REFERRAL NEEDED

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Start your smile journey today!
Scan to book a complimentary consult.

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

NO REFERRAL NEEDED

Also, one year 
extension on 
regional dispatch

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Select-
board met with Anthony Gen-
tile, director of the Wilbraham 
Regional Communications 
Center, on radio system main-
tenance on June 15.

Gentile explained he met 
with Fire Chief Ed Poulin 
at the beginning of this year 

about radio infrastructure and 
later with Police Chief Dan 
Bruno.

“If there’s an issue with 
the radio system or whatev-
er, have one point of contact, 
which would go through me. 
So, if the fire department has 
an issue, if the police depart-
ment has an issue, let me 
know,” Gentile said. “And if 
it’s something that I can fix, 
I will do it. If it’s something 
that I can’t, then I’ll go to ra-
dio vendors and ask.”

Gentile said Hampden 
uses two markets “for most 
of the infrastructure,” and 
Goosetown “for some of the 

cruisers.”
“The grant that I got a year 

or two ago had put additional 
radios in each of the cruisers. 
Goosetown deals with that 
and they’re still under warran-
ty,” Gentile said. “Last week, 
there was an issue with one of 
the cruisers. They called me. 
I actually had Goosetown and 
Wilbraham doing something 
and I had them sent right 
down there and fix it. Warran-
ty, no charge to anybody.”

In Wilbraham, Gentile 
takes care of the radio system 
there and “any type of radio 
system goes through me.”

“That’s so everybody 

knows, my people will know 
that if a site goes down, if a 
firetruck is disabled, if a po-
lice cruiser is having a prob-
lem, it goes to me. I let my 
people know so everybody 
knows and that’s the same 
thing I want to do for the town 
of Hampden,” Gentile said.

After Chair John Flynn 
asked how he’s compensat-
ed in Wilbraham—with the 
answer being he is not—this 
was the next question asked.

“Would you offer us the 
same deal?” Flynn said.

Gentile replied yes. 
“It’s a great deal,” Flynn 

said.

“It is a great deal,” Gentile 
said.

After Poulin also shared 
his thoughts and said he was 
in favor of this, Gentile added 
Bruno also approved.

After further discussion, 
Selectboard Member Don 
Davenport asked about Gran-
by joining the regional dis-
patch, which currently serves 
Hampden, Wilbraham and 
Belchertown. Gentile said 
there was a “letter of attesta-
tion” with Granby, with plans 
to move forward and nothing 
set in stone yet.

“So I think after July 1, I’ll 
start coordinating with them 

and start moving forward. 
I’m looking for a July 1, 2027 
start date with a soft cutover 
in June and then a full cutover 
July-ish,” Gentile said.

After further discussion 
here, Town Administrator 
Brian Domina explained how 
the board was holding a copy 
of the one-year extension 
agreement for the dispatch, 
which was reviewed. 

After Flynn read the doc-
ument into the record, it was 
unanimously approved, with 
signatures from Hampden, 
the Wilbraham Select Board, 
Belchertown Select Board to 
be pending. 

Selectboard, regional dispatch discuss radio system maintenance

ages kids to find things to 
do that are healthy and are 
good community events that 
strengthens our community,” 
Plantier said. “And I never re-
ally looked at events like that 
before. She made me look at 
events in that light that doing 
things like this in your com-
munity are so important for 
creating a healthy communi-
ty.” 

With a megaphone in 
hand, Nan Lingenfelter 
helped lead the events at the 
picnic. 

“As a history teacher, 
America has done so many 
amazing things. The coun-
try is fascinating, and coura-
geous, and brave, and honor-
able, and so our flag needs to 
be celebrated,” Lingenfelter 
said.

There were lots of local 
youth vendors courtesy of the 
Hampden-Wilbraham Part-
ners for Youth Youth Entre-
preneurship Program. Many 
of those vendors are students 
and alumni from Minnechaug. 

Speaking on behalf of 
the program and promoting 
their small businesses at Flag 
Day are HWP4Y Coalition 

Coordinator Jackie Hafner, 
Framingham State junior Ava 
Murray with Tails and Trails, 
Arcadia University sopho-
more Morgan Lape with Tan-
gerine Creations, and Min-
nechaug junior Jillian True 
with Cottontail Creations. 

“It’s a summer program 
where the young people can 
get together and sell their 
handcrafted crafts, make 
some money, and learn dif-
ferent skills of customer ser-
vice,” Hafner said on the en-
trepreneurship program. 

Murray with Tails and 
Trails, sells a variety of items 
including posters, candles, 
stickers, Dog Balm, and Blind 
Date with a Book. 

“I recently started do-
ing craft fairs. I love selling 
the things I make, and I like 
people seeing what I made,” 
Murray said. “I’m very grate-
ful they took me in. I love 
Fountain Park, so I am really 
happy to have the opportunity 
to go somewhere to sell my 
things.”

Lape is part of Tangerine 
Creations, which specializ-
es in artistic items such as 
charms.

“Doing things like this is 
important because there are 

a lot of people selling items, 
it’s important to get this ex-
perience, and overall it’s just 
fun,” Lape said.

True with Cottontail Cre-
ations sells a variety of hand-
made items including crochet 
animals, glass bookmarks, 
and earrings. 

“I like giving back to my 
community and having a 
booth. Seeing everyone here 
and them finding so much joy 
in my products feels really 
heartwarming,” True said.

Also in attendance at the 
picnic was the Wilbraham Ju-
nior Women’s Club, who par-
ticipated in the snack shack. 
They also provided bingo for 
children in attendance. Once 
they completed the bingo, 
they could get a free snack 
from the shack. 

The club also gave parents 
a card that gave them five free 
raffle tickets to their upcom-
ing Designer Bag Bingo in 
October. 

Brenda Willard, the cur-
rent president of the Women’s 
Club, spoke on behalf of the 
Club on their attendance at 
the picnic. 

“Our organization is all 
about supporting community 
volunteering and service. It 

fits our motto,” Willard said.
It was a great afternoon 

filled with activities and fun 
for the whole family, all the 
while prepping the atmo-
sphere for Fountain Park’s 
concert season. 

Turley photos by Noelle Hisgen

Members of the Boy Scouts 
and Cub Scouts raise the 
American flag to start off the 
celebration.

FLAG DAY from page 1

Alan Crawford and Lindsey Kenney with Rock 102 provide 
music for the picnic.

Will Quinn and Morgan Lape with their business Tangerine 
Creations.



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESJune 25, 2026 Page 5

ROCK INTO SUMMER
FEAT. ACOUSTICA

July 11, 2026 - 6 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Hampden Town Hall

85 Wilbraham Road, Hampden, MA
in partnership with

Hampden Parks & Rec and East Village Tavern

Folds of Honor

Thank you to our Sponsors!

formal occasions after their 
wedding day. It wasn’t until 
Queen Victoria wore a white 
wedding dress in 1840 that 
white for weddings began to 
be ubiquitous.

Deborah Gromack, vis-
iting Wilbraham from Cam-
bridge, has worked as a the-
atrical costumer, and was 
impressed by the excellent 
conditions of the gowns.

“They are incred-
ible,” Gromack said. 
“The buttons are shiny; 
the lace is intact.”

Gromack marveled 
at the craftsmanship of 
the dresses, pointing out 
the hand-beading on one 

gown and the custom lace on 
another. She noted how that 
the small bustle on the circa 
1850 Quaker gown would 
have been fashion-forward 
for its time.

The gowns brought back 
memories of visitors’ own 
wedding dresses.

Mary Gromack, Debo-
rah’s mother, recalled how 

she made her own 
veil to wear with 

her peau de soie 
silk dress at her 
1963 marriage. 
In 2013, Deb-

orah Gor-
m a c k 

s u c -
c e s s -
f u l l y 

whitened the dress by wash-
ing it with Palmolive dish 
soap to display at her parents’ 
50th wedding anniversary 
celebration.

“Everyone leaves a legend 
behind them and every gown 
has a conversation of its own,” 
remarked Mary Gromack.

The exhibition brought 
Tamara Shattuck of Wilbra-

ham, a sewer herself, to the 
Old Meeting House for the 
first time.

“The gowns are all love-
ly,” Shattuck said, “but if I 
had to choose I’d take the one 
with the beads.”

Shattuck found it “super 
fun” to see pictures of the 
brides in the gowns.

The exhibition was one of 
several free family-friendly 
events planned this summer 
and fall to bring return vis-
itors and newcomers to the 
historic Old Meeting House 
on Main Street.

“It’s a great little treasure 
here in Wilbraham” said Dave 
Bourcier, president of the 
Atheneum Society. “It makes 
people aware of our past and 
connects them to stories from 
the community. “We can’t 
showcase everything we have 
due to limited space, so we’re 
always changing up the ex-
hibits. And, we receive new 
artifacts every week from 
people’s great-great-grand-
mothers’ attics.”

The next event at the Old 

Meeting House will be an 
ice cream social on July 12 
from 2 to 4 p.m. featuring 
music, kids’ crafts, and an art 
demonstration—as well as 
ice cream, of course.

There will be a Treasure 
and Trivia Day on Aug. 9, 

showcasing rarely seen arti-
facts from the museum’s col-
lection.

For more information, go 
to the Old Meeting House 
Museum’s website: theomh.
org.

GOWNS from page 1

The 1907 gown of Harriet 
Churchill Puffer is adorned 
with intricate lace and textile 
work.

Louisa Neal wore this Quaker 
bonnet and wedding dress in 
around 1850.

Lydia Bolt Higgins’ two-piece 
plum-colored gown from the 
mid 1800s.

Turley photos by Patricia Sullivan

Julia Porteri Trombley 
cofounded Wilbraham’s 
first kindergarten and 
later operated Tower Hill 
Greenhouse. She wore this 
satin gown with floral details 
in 1945

Nine-year-old twins Hazel and Linnea, of 
Wilbraham, made flower arrangements at 
the “Tying the Knot” exhibition.

White gloves and 
white shoes from 

weddings of long ago.

Twentieth century wedding gowns on display at Wilbraham’s Old Meeting House.
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Letters to the editor should be 
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter writers to 
include his or her town of residence 
and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal 
attacks, defamation of character and 
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by 
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor, 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly correct 

factual errors that appear in this paper 
and can be substantiated. Corrections 
or clarifications will always appear on 
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail 
or mailed communication to the editor 
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 
is published every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc. One year out of town 
subscriptions are available at $45, out 
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission 
of news material, letters to the editor 
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Editorial 
Policy

VIEWPOINTS

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Wilbraham-Hampden 

Times welcomes readers to 
participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to 
the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent 
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed 
to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
krivers@turley.com. Please include 
a daytime telephone number for 
verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered 
for that Thursday’s newspaper. 
No attack letters will be printed. 
No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy 
will be printed. If the volume of 
letters received is larger than the 
space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, 
the newspaper reserves the right 
to print a representative sample. 
No endorsement letters will be 
printed in the last edition before the 
election. 

For more information, call the 
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election 

coverage, the newspaper plans to 
print stories about contested races 
for Congress, state Senate, state 
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well 
as a question-and-answer voters 
guide. In order to ensure fairness 
to all candidates, no political press 
releases will be printed, nor will 
reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to 
further publicize their candidacy, 
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid 
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden 
Times.

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

The Wilbraham-Hampden

TIMES

EDITOR
Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Jocelyn Walker

jwalker@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times 
is published every Thursday by 

Turley Publications, Inc., 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. 

Telephone (413) 283-8393, 
Fax  (413) 289-1977. 

WEB
wilbrahamhampden

times.turley.com

PHONE
(413) 283-8393

ADDRESS
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

Dear Rusty: 
Regarding Social Se-

curity’s financial issues, 
three people contributing 
to Social Security for ev-
ery one beneficiary sounds 
to me like a surplus. 

If they had given work-
ers their own accounts, 
similar to a 401k, where 
they could manage their 
own money, it would have 
worked out more favor-
ably for retirees. President 
George W Bush suggested 
these changes, but it was 
shot down by Congress.  

The average worker 
now pays a 6.2% Social 
Security tax. If the gov-
ernment had bumped it 
up to say 7%, I don’t be-
lieve that me or anyone 
else would have cried too 
hard. 

There are ways of cor-
recting this before the SS 
reserves are depleted and, 
hopefully, Congress will 
address Social Security’s 
financing soon. 

Signed: Skeptical 
Senior

 
Dear Skeptical: 

Believe it or not, put-
ting SS contributions from 
payroll taxes into separate 
individual accounts is not 
really a good idea. 

For information, most 
people get back all pay-
roll taxes they contributed 
to Social Security within 
about five years of re-
ceiving SS benefits. Even 
with decent public market 
returns, some individual 
separate accounts would 
eventually run out of mon-
ey, causing some to lose 
Social Security benefits 
before they die, meaning 
they would likely live in 
poverty. 

People are now collect-
ing benefits on average for 
decades and the current 
SS format means that even 
those who contribute only 
a small amount will col-
lect benefits no matter how 
long they live. Remember, 
the primary purpose of the 
SS program is to reduce 
poverty in America. 

FYI, President Bush’s 
plan had opposition in the 
2005 Congress largely be-
cause of the cost to tran-

sition to that plan and the 
fear that investments in the 
public markets subjected 
individual retirement sav-
ings to unacceptable risk. 

In any case, few have 
since advocated investing 
Social Security funds in 
the public financial mar-
kets because of the risks 
and the political back-
lash. And adding a small 
amount to the FICA/SECA 
payroll tax rate only some-
what mitigates the prob-
lem; it doesn’t completely 
solve it. I’m afraid that 
Social Security’s financial 
issues are more complex 
than that and can’t be fully 
solved by a small increase 
in SS payroll taxes.  

You are right Congress 
can and, we are confident, 
will address this and hope-
fully soon. For its part, 
the Association of Mature 
American Citizens and the 
AMAC Foundation have 
been evaluating this issue 
for years and have devel-
oped a Social Security re-
form plan for Congress to 
consider. 

And we are active-
ly promoting our reform 
plan in Washington, D.C. 
Please know that we share 
your concerns about the 
future of Social Security 
and will continue to work 
hard to ensure the program 
is here for many genera-
tions.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other 
governmental entity. This 
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and 
does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Se-
curity advisor for AMAC.             

A reader of ‘In the 
Garden’ wrote 
in with this 

question for the Gar-
den Lady: “Can you 
tell me why my kohl-
rabi did not make a 
bulb? I have grown 
them all my life and 
enjoyed them shred-
ded like coleslaw or 
cooked with a white sauce. I 
also know I can use the leaves 
in stir fry. Thanks for any ad-
vice you might have.”

While I am not highly 
experienced when it comes 
to kohlrabi culture, I applied 
a few basic gardening prin-
ciples to come up with some 
ideas as to why you are hav-
ing issues with bulb devel-
opment, some within your 
control and others left up to 
Mother Nature.  

Kohlrabi is a member of 
the cabbage family, a cruci-
ferous vegetable. Think cab-
bage, broccoli, kale, Brus-
sels’s sprouts, etc.  

The swollen stem is con-
sidered the “bulb” but it does 
not grow below ground. Pic-
ture the heart of cabbage or 
the stem of broccoli swollen 
to look like a flying saucer of 
sorts. 

As our reader mentioned, 
they are great in coleslaw and 
they keep a long time. Like 
other members of this fami-
ly, they are considered highly 
nutritious.

Let’s start with fertility. 
For the biggest, bulbous stem, 
think less nitrogen and more 
potassium and phosphorus.  

I’m curious if you fertil-
ized with high nitrogen sourc-
es, such as composted ma-

nure, blood meal or fish 
emulsion? Or perhaps used a 
chemical fertilizer with a ratio 
such as 10-5-5?  

The first number would 
indicate a higher amount of 
nitrogen than the other two 
numbers for phosphorus and 
potassium, respectively.  

Another thought would be 
that kohlrabi can sometimes 
resist proper bulb formation if 
it is spaced too close together. 
Planting a minimum of eight 
inches apart gives the plant 
enough space to do it’s thing.  

Since you’ve had luck 
with kohlrabi in the past, I’m 
thinking either of these sce-
narios are likely not the case, 
unless you are gardening in a 
new locale with new materials 
or more limited space.

The other two consider-
ations are Mother Nature re-
lated.  

As I recall, we had a burst 
of hotter than normal weather 
in late May. Since Kohlrabi is 
a cool weather crop, thriving 
at temperatures  less than 75 
degrees, the heat stress could 
have signaled the crop to bolt 
without ever forming a bulb. 

Are your plants tall and 
spindly, or are they other-
wise well developed? If you 
installed transplants, perhaps 
the trouble started even before 

the plants even made 
their way into your gar-

den. Just another thought!
The second weather relat-

ed issue is moisture. Mother 
Nature has not been generous 
in the rain department. Some-
times when droughty condi-
tions are followed by bouts 
of deep soaking, the would-
be bulbous stems can crack 
or get fibrous before actually 
bulbing up.  

Since we have had less 
rain that what would be ideal, 
providing consistent moisture 
is key.  

Although I am not 100% 
certain why you are having is-
sues this year, I hope that you 
do give kohlrabi another try. 
Maybe it was just an off year. 

Typically we gardeners 
are an optimistic lot and our 
motto is “If at first you don’t 
succeed, try, try again.” That, 
I know we will.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
ject line.  

Why don’t they just create individual 
Social Security accounts?

Kohlrabi: The first Garden Lady 
question of the summer

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

John Kunhardt of Belcher-
town took this photo of 
a green heron catching a 

fish at Lake Wallace.
The green heron is soli-

tary at most seasons and often 
somewhat secretive, living 
around small bodies of water 
or densely vegetated areas. 

When seen in the open, it 
often flicks its tail nervous-
ly and raises and lowers its 
crest. 

The small heron is about 
16 to 22 inches long. The 
green on this bird’s back is 
an iridescent color and often 
looks dull bluish or simply 
dark. 

They have orange yellow 
legs, chestnut neck, black 
crown feathers. Young birds 
are duller and brown with a 
striped neck. 

Northern birds migrates 
as far as Panama and north-
ern South American. Green 
herons in the most southern 
states do not migrate.

Green herons inhabit 
coasts and shorelines, forests 

and woodlands, freshwater 
wetlands, lakes, ponds, rivers 
and saltwater wetlands. Their 
call is a sharp “kyowk” or 
“skyow.” 

They nest in a wide vari-
ety of situations, including 
willow thickets, mangroves, 
dry woods and open marsh. 
The female lays three to five 
pale green or blue green eggs. 
Both the male and female in-
cubate the eggs which takes 
19 to 21 days.

The male chooses nesting 
territory and calls repeatedly 
from prominent perch in tree 
or shrub. Displays of male 
include stretching neck for-
ward and down and snapping 
bill shut, pointing bill straight 
upward while swaying back 
and forth. Male and female 
may perform display flights 
around territory. Nest site is 
usually in shrub or tree 5-30 
feet above ground, but some-

times on the ground. 
It is often very close to 

water, but it can be quite 
distant away. The nest is a 
platform of sticks. The male 
begins construction, then fe-
male builds while male brings 
materials.

Both parents also feed 
their young by regurgitation. 
Young begin to climb about 
near nest by 16-17 days after 
hatching, usually make first 
flight at 21-23 days.

They are fed by parents 
for a few more weeks. Young 
are reportedly capable of 
swimming well. These her-
ons have one to two broods 
per year.

These herons forage most-
ly by standing still or stalking 
very slowly at edge of shallow 
water, waiting for prey to ap-
proach. Sometimes they uses 
bait” by dropping a feather or 
small twig on surface of wa-

ter to lure fish within striking 
distance.

They eat mostly small 
fish, but will also eat crayfish 
and other crustaceans, aquat-
ic insects, frogs and tadpoles. 
Other items include grass-
hoppers, snakes, earthworms, 
snails and small rodents.

Black and white warbler
My daughter, Paula, saw 

a black and white warbler 
by the cross country trail 
at Quabbin Regional High 
School last week. As the 
name implies, the warbler has 
black and white feathers with 
black streaking on the breast 
and white wing bars, white 
eye line and white belly.

Red shouldered hawk
A Montgomery resident 

had a red shouldered hawk in 
her yard. She sent a photo of 
it in flight.

Whippoorwill
I received an email on 

May 15 from a Belchertown 
resident. She stated, “The 
whippoorwill is back in my 
yard again this year.  The 
calls starts around dark and 
continue off and on till sun-
rise. She or he perches on the 
roof and calls all night. It can 
be very annoying as you are 
trying to sleep, but I still feel 
blessed or cursed.”

Common Ravens
A Brimfield couple had 

common ravens in their yard 
last month. They stated in an 
email, “We mostly hear them 
and sometimes see them fly-
ing over a local feature called 
West Mountain that is about 
1000’ elevation and runs 
north/south about a half a 
mile east of our house.”

They stated, “On a Thurs-
day a raven was in the drive-
way where I throw a seed mix 
daily for ground feeders. I 
saw the bird from inside the 
garage, my wife saw it with 
binoculars from inside the 
house.”

They stated, “We both no-
ticed the larger size, bigger 
than the American Crows that 
often feed in  the same area. 
I noticed the wedged shaped 
tail when it flew away and my 
wife saw larger, heavier bill 
and the shaggy throat feath-
ers.” A few days later they 
saw three ravens.

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to 
Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005. The Palm-
er office has a new phone 
system and I will be getting 
an extension where messages 
may be left. I will publish the 
number as soon as it is set up.

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Green heron
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COMMUNITY
BULLETIN BOARD

Readers are encouraged to send in 
medium to high resolution photos 

for this page by e-mail to 
krivers@turley.com or

mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 

WILBRAHAMWILBRAHAM
HAMPDENHAMPDEN

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

‘States Fair’

Submitted photo and caption Randy Rivest

Zach Rivest, a fourth grader at Green Meadow School in Hampden 
shares his information on Oklahoma with Superintendent Provost.

Green Meadows hosts
Students in the 

fourth grade at 
Green Meadows 

Elementary School 
participated in the an-
nual 50 States Fair on 
June 12. The highly 
anticipated event fea-
tured students pre-
senting information 
they had researched 
about their random-
ly assigned state us-
ing trifold display 
boards and creative 
“tourist booth” items 
that highlighted each 
state’s unique attrac-
tions, landmarks, and 
culture.

Held at the school, 
the fair served as the 
culmination of several 
weeks of information-
al research and learn-
ing. Family members, 
staff, district leaders, 
and classmates had 
the opportunity to visit 
the exhibits and learn 
about all 50 states 
(and Puerto Rico) 
while celebrating the 
students’ hard work, 
creativity, and presen-
tation skills.

Here, we have students 
showing off their 
presentations of the states 
of Hawaii, Illinois, West 
Virginia, Tennessee, Alabama, 
Nebraska and New Mexico. Submitted photos Melissa Nelson, Kristen Chapdelaine and Brianna O’Neill

Who turns 10 
on June 27th. 

Happy Birthday
Charley 

Hatch

Love Mom, Dad, Harper, Jaxson, 
Nana, Grammy, and Grampy.•••

Licensed MA & CT

136 Dwight Road
Longmeadow, MA

Enjoy Staycation In 
Your New Home This Summer! Heidi Pafumi

Realtor®

(413) 687-4339
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$288
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH TWIN PAK
PORK SPARE RIBS .................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
6/25/26-7/1/266/25/26-7/1/26

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
51/60 COUNT 1 LB BAG ................
 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$499USDA INSP. FROZEN CHOCOLATE CHIP

COOKIE DOUGH PIE 22 OZ. .............

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE CHICKEN ..........................

ea

lb

lb

$499

USDA INSP. SLICED FROM OUR DELI

TURKEY BREAST ..........................

USDA INSP. FRESH CENTER CUT
BONE-IN PORK LOIN CHOPS
or ROAST PORK CHOPS ........

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

$266

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$459
lb

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb77¢

lb

$499

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

ea

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR STORE

PROVOLONE CHEESE ...................$444
lb

lb
$777

BEEF SHOULDER
LONDON BROIL

USDA INSP. FROZEN

3 CHEESE PIZZA 35.80 OZ. .............
$299

ea

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST ....
$299

$1099
lb

BEEF RIBEYE STEAKS

 

$242
SLICED IN OUR DELI

USDA INSP. STOREMADE KABOBS WITH VEGGIES

BEEF $899
lb

$599CHICKEN                   lb

99¢

• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Three Great Norwegian 
Cruise Experiences

Experience MORE Experience MORE 
with Norwegianwith Norwegian

Aug. 23-29, 2027 
7-Night Halifax & 

Bermuda from $1799

BOOK EARLY 
FOR BEST 
CABINS 

Aug. 29-Sept. 5, 2027 
7-Night Canada & 

NNew England from $1699

March 1-13, 2027 12-Night Eastern Caribbean ..... from$2499
May 23-30, 2027   7-Night Halifax & Bermuda ......from $1799

BOOK THESE TWO BACK-TO-BACK

ham Tanning, LUSO Federal 
Credit Union, Rice’s Fruit 
Farm, Magnolia & Maple 
Pottery, Spartan Brake & 
Muffler, The Scented Garden 
Shoppe, Ferrindino Maple, 
Stevens Diamond Jewelers, 
Coyne Tax, TF Performance, 
Mary’s Creative Space, 
Pane Dolcetti, Gio’s Pizze-
ria, Common Grounds Café, 
Jackie’s Vintage Vault, ECI 
Technologies, Hunt Realty, 
Pip Printing Marketing Signs 
and Print and Total Image Sa-
lon.

Nicole Antaya, client re-
lations manager at ECI Tech-
nologies, explained the own-
ers of both businesses share 
“a long-standing connection” 
through daughters who grad-
uated from Minnechaug Re-
gional High School in 2020.

“Having previously part-
nered to thank Wilbraham’s 
first responders with great 
success, we felt strongly 
about coming together once 
again this time to support our 
local veterans and their de-
pendents,” Antaya said.

Antaya was thrilled with 
the turnout and community 
support.

“Seeing the community 
come together made my heart 
whole, after more than six 
months of planning, outreach, 
and coordination. The support 
shown for our veterans was 
truly inspiring. I loved hearing 
how impactful the Veterans 
services had been for people 
during a time when they need-
ed it most. Seeing their smiles 
and hearing people thank me 
for organizing the event made 
every second worthwhile,” 
Antaya said.

The event was also import-
ant to her personally.

“I personally chose to help 
Veterans in honor of my fa-
ther-in-law, who is a disabled 
Vietnam Veteran. As well as 
both of my grandfathers and 
a cousin. I went to Patrick’s 
office back in August of 2025 
to learn about what he did and 
to see if there was a need for 
help right in our hometown. 
At the time, he had recently 
started working as the direc-
tor and had said they barely 
had enough funds to be able 
to put on the ceremonies they 
hold for Veteran’s Day and 
Memorial Day services. We 
discussed how the former di-
rector, Jered Sasen, had gra-
ciously created a fund to be 
able to help veterans when 
they faced financial hardships 
who may need a little assis-
tance with emergent needs 
such as fuel for heating, food 
insecurities, transportation, 
etc. Unfortunately, the fund 

did not have much funding,” 
Antaya said. “Once I heard 
this, I knew that I had found 
a program that had amazing 
potential to truly assist the 
Veterans when they needed 
it. Fast forward to May 22 of 
2026, I arrived at Patrick’s of-
fice to deliver the check for the 
funds that we raised. I learned 
that hours before my arrival, a 
single Veteran mom had left 
his office with a gift card to a 
local grocery store so that she 
could buy formula and food 
for her and her baby. Hearing 
that simple statement made me 
feel good about doing what we 
did and that we already have 
helped someone in need.”

Renna said the event “was 
a wonderful example of what 
can happen when local busi-
nesses and community mem-
bers come together to support 
those who have served our 
country.”

“It was truly heartwarm-
ing to see such an incredible 
turnout and show of support. 
While I was humbled by the 
number of people who at-
tended, I wasn’t surprised. We 
have an outstanding veteran 
community here in Wilbra-
ham and throughout the sur-
rounding towns, and time and 
again I’ve seen people step 
up to support those who have 
served,” Renna said. “What 

makes this community special 
is that people don’t just say 
they support veterans—they 
show it through their actions. 
The turnout at this event was 
a perfect example of that gen-
erosity, compassion, and com-
munity spirit.”

He added that funds like 
this also “provide critical re-
sources that allow us to assist 
veterans and their families 
when they face unexpected 
hardships.”

“The Wilbraham Veterans 
Fund exists to ensure that no 
veteran or military family in 
our community has to face a 
crisis alone. When unexpected 
hardships arise, this fund al-
lows us to provide assistance 
quickly and locally,” Renna 
said. “One of the things I’m 
most proud of is that every 
dollar raised stays local. These 
funds directly support veter-
ans and families in our own 
community when they need 
help the most. Just as impor-
tantly, events like this send a 
powerful message to veterans 
and their families that their 
service is valued and that their 
community stands ready to 
support them when they need 
it most.”

He added the communi-
ty can continue their support 
through events like this, vol-
unteering, raising awareness 
for the fund and by check-
ing out the Friends of Wil-
braham-Hampden Veterans, 
which meets on the second 
Wednesday of every month at 
5 p.m. at the senior center. 

Laurie Bongiorni, the own-
er of Route 20 Bar & Grille, 
shared that it was their first 
time doing a dine-out event 
like this and the support was 
“unbelievable and so appreci-
ated.”

She credited Antaya in 
spearheading the community 

fundraiser. 
“Many vets, along with 

family and friends, attend-
ed and many vets could be 
heard telling their personal 
stories of when they served. 
The outpouring of support 
was truly amazing,” Bongiorni 
said. “Funds that were raised 
have already helped families 
in need. Hopefully, this first 
time ever has helped raise 
awareness to the town that our 
vets and their families need 
our support and that they can 
continue to donate directly to 
the Wilbraham Vets Fund. We 
hope to make this an annual 
event and bigger and better 
next year.”

The restaurant, she added, 
also gives 15% discounts to 
veterans.

Along with Antaya and 
Bongiorni, Renna also ex-
pressed his thanks and shared 
this message.

“Thank you to everyone 
who attended, donated, volun-
teered, and helped make this 
event such a success. A special 
thank you goes to Nicole An-
taya and the entire ECI Tech-
nologies team for their vision, 
planning, and hard work in 
organizing this fundraiser, as 
well as Route 20 Bar & Grille 
for generously hosting the 
event and helping create such 
a welcoming atmosphere,” 
Renna said. “It was a wonder-
ful evening filled with great 
conversations, familiar faces, 
and new connections. Most 
importantly, it demonstrated 
the tremendous support that 
exists for our local veterans 
and military families. Many 
veterans are used to being 
the ones helping others, and 
sometimes it can be difficult 
to ask for assistance. Events 
like this remind them that 
their community is here for 
them just as they were there 
for our country. On behalf of 
the veterans and families we 
serve, thank you for your gen-
erosity, your support, and your 
commitment to ensuring that 
no veteran in our community 
faces hardship alone.”

To support the Wilbraham 
Veterans Assistance Fund, res-
idents can send a check to the 
Town of Wilbraham and note 
in the Memo “The Wilbraham 
Veterans Assistance Fund.” 
Local grocery store gift cards 
can also be dropped off at the 
senior center and note “Attn: 
Patrick Renna - Veterans Ser-
vices.”

Attendees had a great time supporting the fundraiser. 

FUNDRAISER
 from page 1

Photos courtesy of Nicole Antaya

A group photo of some of the celebrity bartenders who took part in the event.

Due to Springfield 
Street at Stony Hill 
Road improvement 
project

WILBRAHAM - Trav-
elers through the Springfield 
Street at Stony Hill Road 
intersection are advised to 
plan for major traffic im-
pacts due to the intersection 
and sidewalk improvement 
project in this area this sum-
mer. Ludlow Construction 
and their subcontractors 
will start work on Tuesday, 
June 23. This project will 
run most of the summer, 
with substantial completion 
expected by Aug. 28. Trav-
el lanes will be closed with 
alternating traffic from 7 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. through-
out construction. Travelers 
should use alternate routes 
to avoid delays. 

The project includes 
several improvements in-
cluding:

Widening the eastbound 
approach to improve the 
alignment and visibility 
of the left-turn lanes on 
Springfield Street. 

Installing a new concrete 
sidewalk along the north 
side of Springfield Street, 
extending from Town Hall 
to Stony Hill Road Gram-
mar School. 

Upgrading the traffic 
signal to include dedicated 
turning signals and pedestri-
an crosswalk signals. 

Tonya Capparello, Di-
rector of Public Works 
and Town Engineer said, 
““Thanks to grant funding 
from the Massachusetts 
Gaming Commission Com-
munity Mitigation Fund 
and MassDOT’s Complete 
Streets Program, along 
with local support from the 
Wilbraham tax payers and 
local boards and commit-
tees we are able to deliver 
meaningful upgrades that 
will improve traffic flow, 
increase pedestrian safety, 
and enhance accessibility 
for residents, students, and 
visitors. The new sidewalk 
connection between Town 
Hall, the Senior Center and 
the Stony Hill Road Gram-
mar School is especially 
significant providing a safer 
route for pedestrians while 
strengthening connectivi-
ty within our community. I 
would also like to recognize 
the residents and property 
owners who will be affected 
by this project. They have 
been terrific to work with 
throughout the planning 
process, and their coopera-
tion, patience, and construc-
tive feedback have helped us 
move this project forward.”

For project updates visit: 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov.

Major traffic impacts 
ahead this summer

WILBRAHAM - Join 
us on Wednesday, July 8 to 
create digital art on iPads 
with KevTech.

Join Kevin Figueroa to 
learn the basics of digital 
art creation with an iPad! 
In this class, we cover the 
basics of creating art in 
the Procreate app, the most 
popular app for making art 
on the iPad. We cover var-
ious features in Procreate 
like colors, brushes, layers, 
and more. The class in-
cludes an activity in which 
a piece of unique artwork is 
created. Kevin provides all 
the tools needed to learn!

Online registration re-
quired as space is very lim-
ited.

Program Details
Kids’ Digital Art and 

Drawing,Wednesday, July 
8, 1 to 2:30 p.m.  For stu-
dents entering grades 3–5.
Registration opens Monday, 
June 15 at 9 a.m.

Teens’ Digital Art and 
Drawing, Wednesday, July 
8, 2:30 to 4 p.m. For stu-
dents entering grades 6–12. 
Registration opens Tuesday, 
June 23 at 9 a.m.

For more information 
or to register, visit www.
wilbrahamlibrary.org or call 
(413) 596-6141.

Sponsored by the Wilbra-
ham Friends of the Library. 
Wilbraham Public Library 
25 Crane Park Drive 
Wilbraham, MA.

Digital art and drawing 
for kids and teens at WPL

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

Give us a call today 
for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by 
a ISA certified arborist

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

■ Tree Removal  
■ Structural Pruning
■ Crane Service
■ Storm Damage
■ Stump Grinding
■ Lot Clearing
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1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA
413-566-8324

lacucinahampden.com
Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm & Sun. 11:30am-9pm

OUR PATIO IS NOW OPEN!

BOOK YOUR NEXT FUNCTION WITH US!
Showers, Christenings, Funerals,

Rehearsal Dinners, Weddings, etc.

See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu

LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS BAR OPEN LATE!

Weather 
Permitting

For More Information
Contact Lori Atkinson at 413-566-8324

or by email at lacucinagreenhouse@gmail.com

LET’S GO OUT!LET’S GO OUT!
Your Local Favorite Restaurants

WINE DOWN 
WEDNESDAYS

$20

2341 Boston Rd., (Rt. 20), Wilbraham, MA

413.279.2020
route20barandgrille.com

SERVING: TUES. & WED. 4-9PM • THURS. 11:30AM-9PM
FRI. & SAT. 11:30AM-9:30PM • SUN. 10:30AM-8PM

WITH EXTENDED BAR HOURS EVERY NIGHT
RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED FOR PARTIES OF 6 OR MORE

TUESDAY
NIGHT

$18 PRIME RIB 
DINE IN ONLY

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Bar & Grille
EST. 2016

SUNDAY NIGHT
$20 STEAK 
N’ BREW

LIVE 
MUSIC!

Thursday 
6/25

Acoustic 
Anthony

Friday 
6/26

New Fallen 
Day

Saturday 
6/27
Dan 
Reed

SUNDAY 
BRUNCH
10:30AM-2:30PM!
(PLUS OUR REGULAR MENU 

UNTIL 8PM)

LUNCH
SERVED
THURS-SAT 11:30AM 

& SUN 10:30AM

HAPPY 
HOUR
THURSDAYS 
4-7:30PM!
SPECIALLY PRICED 

APPS & LIVE MUSIC

WATCH FOR OUR
LOBSTER CLAMBAKES

IN JULY!

JOIN US ON OUR DECK
WE SAVED A SEAT FOR YOU!

the snake, which had started 
to crawl off the girl’s lap, and 
drew the child away.”

Mary nearly fainted as she 
carried the girl into their cab-
in. The father Nathan, coming 
home from his work, saw the 
tub in the yard and picked it 
up when out sprang the rattle-
snake, which he quickly killed 
with his hoe. The rattles were 
quickly cut off the snake and 
treasured by the little girl as 
she grew to womanhood. Many 
years later she gave them to her 
daughter and they were kept in 
the family until they wore out.

Mary Mack died January 
13, 1810 and is buried in Ad-
ams Cemetery.

B. F. Greene 
Historian Henry Edson, in 

his memoirs “Glendale Sto-
ries” left us with information 
about well-known Glendale 
personality B. F. Greene (1844-
1928), who with his wife Isinel-
la Bennett Greene (1853-1920) 
were affiliated with Glendale 
Methodist Church, across from 
Glendale Cemetery. They are 
both buried down in the valley 
at Woodland Dell Cemetery, 
off of Main Street.

Greene was president of the 
church Board of Trustees and 
was in charge of investment 
and finances. Edson said Green 
would be remembered for his 
work in the community, “from 
the work parties like repairing 
of horse sheds and barns de-
stroyed by heavy snows” and 
more.

At the turn of the century 
a memorial society in town, 
at the suggestion of a few re-

maining Civil War veterans, 
made Greene president and 
they worked painstakingly to 
erect a memorial boulder un-
der Greene’s direction. Greene 
took charge of the project 
and after a particularly busy 
day’s work on their mission, 
a baseball game broke out, 
and though Greene was in his 
60’s then, legend has it that 
he “Pulled off his heavy work 
boots, and in his stocking feet, 
played better than his young 
companions.”

In 1913, the town’s 150th 
Anniversary planning commit-
tee made Green the chairman 
of the dedication of the Sol-
dier’s Boulder next to Glendale 
Cemetery, which carried the 
engraved names of Wilbraham 

soldiers from various wars. 
On the third day of the 

150th anniversary, June 19, 
1913, the headlines screamed 
“Veterans Unveil Massive 
Boulder” – “Wilbraham Pays 
Tribute to War Heroes in Clos-
ing Day’s Exercises”. 

In those days Glendale, 
which prior to the Civil War 
was part of the Underground 
Railroad, was ablaze with 
grassy glens and dales. With 
patriotic bunting on nearby 
homes the important boulder 
project that had been overseen 
by B. F. Greene, was dedicated.

The newspapers of the day 
described the event: “A goodly 
amount” of Civil War veterans 
were joined by school children 
from the Glendale School No. 

7 for the dedication.”

Warren Collins
Warren Collins will always 

be remembered for persuading 
the Western Railroad to estab-
lish a full-fledged railroad sta-
tion in North Wilbraham. Ac-
cording to the Charles Merrick 
“History of Wilbraham”, that 
move gave our town respect-
ability in the business commu-
nity.

 Mr. Collins subsequently 
became the first station agent 
and the first postmaster at 
North Wilbraham.

His son, Warren Levi Col-
lins, built the Collins Inn in 
1874 and then the livery sta-
ble in North Wilbraham. He 
owned and operated the stage 
line between the north of town 
and the Center Village for 

many years. That responsibil-
ity allowed him to carry the 
mail from the railroad station 
to the Post Office in the Cen-
ter. He gave the land on which 
the paper mill, Collins Manu-
facturing Company, was built. 
Warren Levi Collins, died Feb. 
15, 1901 (aged 72) and is bur-
ied in Adams Cemetery.

Revolutionary Moment
We continue to honor our 

country’s birthday, 250 years 
of freedom, each month.

Lt. John Glover from Wil-
braham was a “Minuteman” 
and spread the word of the 
“Lexington Alarm” (The Bat-
tle of Concord and Lexington) 
through local towns in 1775.

He served at Dorchester 
in 1776. He was drafted into 
Capt. Daniel Cadwell’s Com-

pany. Later Glover served as 
a calvary officer in the Conti-
nental Army. He died at the age 
of 78 in 1830 and is buried in 
Adams Cemetery.

Sources: “History of Wil-
braham Bicentennial Edition 
1763-1963” edited by Charles 
Merrick; “The History of Wil-
braham, 1731, 1763-1913 by 
Chauncey E. Peck.

Editor Emeritus Charlie 
Bennett is a member of the His-
toric Commission and a trust-
ee of the Wilbraham Atheneum 
Society. Readers can contact 
him with comments or ideas for 
the column at cbennett4765@
charter.net. 

HISTORICAL from page 1

65 Years Ago
Zoned for 

Industrial Use
Here is a news clip-

ping reported by my 
mom, Ethel M. Bennett, 
who was the Wilbra-
ham correspondent for 
the Springfield daily 
newspaper The Morning 
Union from the 1940s 
through 1970s. From a 
June, 1961 edition. “The 
Wilbraham Industrial 
Development Commit-
tee is working towards 
securing desirable in-
dustry for the town. We 
have only one major area 
zoned for industrial use,” 
Leo E. Kuehn, Chairman 
of the Planning Board.

A delivery cart from the Frank A. Gurney Store in the Center 
Village of Wilbraham is off to make a delivery to Sixteen Acres. 
Note the Soldier’s Monument in the background, which was 
erected in 1894. And, his horse takes a drink from the town 
trough. Gurney’s customers had to use their own horse and 
carts around the farm so they relied on Gurney’s to deliver the 
goods. (Times file photo from Wilbraham Library)

Delivery, 1913-style…

The Collins Inn at North Wilbraham served as a hotel for 
railroad passengers debarking from the North Wilbraham 
Railroad Station. The hotel was located at the corner of 
Boston Road and Chapel Street just across the street from the 
station near the old post office and a livery stable.
The hotel was torn down sometime in the 1950’s to make way 
for what is now an auto service station. In this photo, Chapel 
Street is seen heading out of the lower right portion of the 
image. (Photo courtesy of Joe and Greg Roberts)
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PVSSL PVSSL 
adult adult 
soccer soccer 
season season 
actionaction

WILBRAHAM – Last 
Thursday evening, the adult 
summer soccer schedule con-
tinued into its second week 
with Celtic United White, 
consisting of players from 
multiple communities, facing 
off with the Monson Mustangs 
at Minnechaug Regional High 
School. Monson, out to a 3-1 
start in the women’s division, 
defeated Celtic 8-0. Celtic fell 
to 0-2-1 on the season.

Emma Allyn looks to smother a shot. Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com Abby Rockwal attempts to clear the ball away.

Francesca DePergoia takes a free kick. Olivia McGrail tries to kick the ball away. Marisa Martins-Gil tips a pass.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Following 
three straight 2-1 road loss-
es, the New England Mutiny 
were looking to celebrate a 
home victory versus the Hud-
son Valley Crusaders.

The Mutiny managed to 
take a 1-0 lead before the 
Crusaders responded with 
four unanswered goals lead-
ing to a 4-2 victory in a USL 
W League match held at Lu-
sitano Stadium, last Saturday 
night.

“This is a very chal-
lenging league,” said Avery 
Klingensmith, who was an 
outstanding soccer player at 
Belchertown High School. 
“We’ve had several games 
this season where we had tak-
en an early lead and wound 
up losing, which is a little bit 
frustrating. Protecting a lead 
is something that we need to 
work on. We really wanted to 
win tonight’s game.”

The Mutiny (1-5-2) are 
first-year members of the 
USL W League. Their only 
victory came at home against 
AC Connecticut, 5-0, on May 
30. They lost two close road 
matches against Hudson Val-
ley, 2-0, and 2-1.

The Crusaders (5-2-2), 
along with Hartford Athletic 
and Vermont Green FC, are 
trying to finish the regular 
season in first place in the 
Northeast Division. Only the 
first place team earns a berth 
in the league playoffs. 

Klingensmith, who 
wrapped up her collegiate 
soccer career at American 
University in Washington 
D.C. last fall, is planning to 
join a professional soccer 
team in Greece at the end of 
the summer.

“I’m really looking for-
ward to starting my profes-
sional soccer career in a dif-
ferent country,” Klingensmith 
said. “Its going to be a dif-
ferent type of experience for 
me.”

Hope Santiniello, who’s 
from Agawam, has been a 
member of the Mutiny since 
2019. She played in her first 
home match of the 2026 sea-
son against the Crusaders.

“The atmosphere at this 
stadium is always amazing,” 
said Santiniello, who was a 
starting defender for the first 
time in last Saturday’s match. 

Mutiny 
suffers 
loss to 
Crusaders

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW— After 21 
days away from historic Lu-
sitano Stadium, the West-
ern Mass. Pioneers returned 
home last Friday night for an 
intra‑state showdown with the 
Boston Bolts.

The Pioneers faithful 
supporters had plenty to cel-
ebrate early in the match, as 
the home side stormed out to 
a 2–0 advantage in the 24th 
minute.

The Bolts responded with 
a goal late in the first half. 
They struck again 15 minutes 
into the second half and the 
USL League Two matchup 
ended in a 2–2 draw in front 
of a large crowd.

“We held a 2-1 halftime 
lead,” said Pioneers head 
coach Federico Molinari. 
“We didn’t play very well in 
the second half. This is a very 
disappointing result for us.”

Both teams entered the 
match with a total of 14 goals.

The Pioneers (5-1-2), who 
have allowed 10 goals, are 
currently sitting in third place 
in the Northeast Division ta-
ble behind NEC and Vermont 
Green FC. 

The top two finishers in 
the division will automati-
cally qualify for the league 
playoffs. 

The Pioneers, who went 
2-0-1 in their previous three 
matches on the road, have 
qualified for the league play-
offs each year since joining 
USL League Two in 2019.     

The Western Mass. squad 
will most likely need to win 
their remaining five regular 
season matches and get a lit-
tle bit of help along the way to 
keep the playoff streak alive.

“It’s very disappointing 
letting a two goal lead slip 
away, especially in front of 
our fans,” said Felipe De 
Andrade, who scored the Pi-
oneers second goal. “We’re 
going to continue to improve 
and keep fighting the rest of 
the season.” 

De Andrade, who’s from 
Westborough, played for the 
Bolts, which only won three 
matches a year ago. 

“Western Mass has always 
been a very strong team,” he 
said. “I just wanted a new 
challenge this year. The atmo-
sphere here is amazing and 
it’s a privilege to be a mem-
ber of this squad. I wouldn’t 
change anything.” 

De Andrade, who was a 
member of the New England 

Pioneers battle to draw with Boston Bolts
Santiago Blasco 
fights to keep 
the ball.

Jaiden Williams makes a Jaiden Williams makes a 
quick pass to his leftquick pass to his left.

Alfred Baafi 
dribbles up 
the field.

Fernando 
Garcia eyes 
a teammate 
up the field.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Chloe Laizer corrals the ball.
Please see PIONEERS, 

page 12

Please see MUTINY, 
page 12
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

Revolution Academy soccer 
team in high school, began 
his collegiate career at UMass 
Boston. He’ll be joining the 
men’s soccer team at Bryant 
University, which competes at 
the Division 1 level, this fall.

The Pioneers had a couple 
of scoring chances during the 
first ten minutes of the con-
test.

Bolts goalie William Syn-
nestvedt made his first save on 
a header from Martin Echar-
ren six minutes into the first 
half. A minute later, Echarren, 
who plays soccer at the Uni-
versity of Charleston, lined 
a shot towards the goal, but 
Synnestvedt (2 saves) made 
the diving save knocking the 
ball over the end line resulting 
in a corner kick. 

The Pioneers broke the ice 
during the 21st minute.

The scoring play began 
with Alfred Baafi delivering 
a crossing pass in the box to 
Echarren, who put a header 
into the right corner of the net.

Three minutes later, De 
Andrade fired a shot into the 
back of the net after receiving 
a pass from Echarren.

The Bolts (3-4-2) cut their 
deficit in half when Connor 
Gibson scored on a header in 
the 37th minute.

Nikolaj Bertelsen was the 
Pioneers starting goalie for 
the first time this season. He 
replaced Ben Alexander, who 
suffered an injury in a 1-0 
win over the Conn. Rush two 
nights earlier.

“Ben suffered a head inju-
ry the other night and he had 
to get stitches,” Molinari said. 
“He’ll probably be out a cou-
ple of games.”

During the 60th minute, 
Xavier Tanyi lined a shot from 
about 25 yards out into the net 
tying the score at 2-2.

The Pioneers had a couple 
of chances to retake the lead 
during the last 30 minutes, but 
the score didn’t change on the 
scoreboard.

Western Mass. defend-
er Riley Priddy was given a 
straight red card from referee 

Luis Reis after pulling down 
a Bolts player just outside the 
top of the box in stoppage 
time. The free kick taken 
from Rainer Osselmann-Chai 
deflected off a Western Mass. 

defender and the home team 
salvaged a tie.

A tie is better than a loss, 
but it wasn’t what the Pio-
neers fans were hoping for.

The Pioneers are sched-
uled to face the Bolts for the 
second time this season at 
Brandeis University on June 
30.

PIONEERS from page 11

AT LEFT: Thomas Wadas 
clears the ball away.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Yigit Kilic looks 
to play the ball 

off his body.

“It’s always been a pleasure 
playing for this team.”

Just like Klingensmith, 
Santiniello is seeking an op-
portunity to play soccer at 
the professional level. She’s 
hoping to join a women’s 
team in Florida.       

Another local player 
listed on the Mutiny roster 
is Tennessee Murphy, who 
began her high school soc-
cer career at Monson High 
School before transferring to 
the Loomis Chaffee School 
in Connecticut. She’ll be a 
freshman on the Bucknell 
University women’s soccer 
team in the fall. 

“Being a member of this 
soccer team is preparing me 
for the college level,” Mur-
phy said. “I’m counting 
down the days until I leave 
for college. I’m looking for-
ward to the challenge.”

Murphy is scheduled to 
leave for Pennsylvania on 
July 27.

The Mutiny took a 1-0 
lead less than ten minutes 
into the opening half.

Hudson Valley goalie 
Brianne McDonald attempt-
ed to clear the ball, but it 
went directly to Mila Dil-
lard, who put a shot into the 
open net for an unassisted 
goal.

Dillard, who lives in 
Chicopee, is going to be a 
senior on the Pope Francis 
girls’ varsity soccer team, 

which is coached by her fa-
ther, Brent. She has verbally 
committed to playing soccer 
at the University of Ken-
tucky a year from now.

The Crusaders tied the 
score during the 18th min-
ute of the opening half with 
Joy Okonye putting a header 
into the left corner of the net 
past Mutiny goalie Chloe 
Laizer.

About six minutes later, 
a goal from Emmanuella 
Frimpomaa gave the visiting 
team the lead for first time. 

The Crusaders were then 
given a penalty kick follow-

ing a foul in the box. 
Okonye took the shot, 

which deflected off the right 
post.

With five minutes re-
maining in the first half, 
Laizer made an outstanding 
save on a breakaway shot 
from Frimpomaa, which 
kept the score at 2-1 a little 
bit longer.

The Crusaders did take a 
3-1 lead when M a r t a 
C a r r a s -
co Mesa 
h e a d e d 
the ball 
into the 
net following 
a corner kick.

F r i m p o m a a 
scored her second goal 
of the match 30 seconds 
into the second half, which 
pretty much sealed the 
Crusaders victory.

MUTINY from page 11

HOLYOKE – The Valley 
Blue Sox (7-5-1) were unable 
to score a run against the New-
port Gulls (7-7-1) on Saturday 
night, suffering a 10-0 loss. 
This was the second meeting 
of the season for these two 
teams, tying their first game 
2-2 on Opening Day.

To start the ballgame, the 
Blue Sox went down 5-0 im-
mediately, after a rough inning 
from Kaden Kimble in his first 
start of the summer. Gus Gan-
dy and Devan Zirwas hit back-
to-back singles, and Brandon 
Larson was walked, loading 
the bases for Newport.

The Gulls’ first two tallies 
came from Kimble consecu-
tively walking Ryan Novak 
and Ryan Jaros, which forced 
in the runs that put Newport up 
2-0. With the bases still load-
ed, Braxton Tramel singled to 
left field and sent Novak and 
Larson home to extend the 
lead to 4-0.

Newport’s fifth and final 
run of the first inning was the 
result of Adam Broski hitting 
a RBI single to right field. The 
Blue Sox going down 5-0 so 
early on completely knocked 
the wind out of them as they 
remained hitless until the bot-
tom of the eighth inning.

In the top of the second, 
the Gulls had the bases loaded 
once again after Cade Brown 
and Novak were walked, and 
Jaros singled. The sixth run for 
Newport was scored on a field-
er’s choice play that stemmed 
from a Cole Johnson at-bat.

The Gull’s offense con-
tinued to pile on Valley in the 
fifth as they scored five more 
runs, solidifying their win 
long before the final inning. 
Gandy and Zirwas quickly 
found themselves on base due 
to Gandy hitting a double and 
Zirwas getting walked.

Newport’s runners were 
able to steal second and third 
base, but an error from the 
Blue Sox allowed Gandy and 
Zirwas to advance, adding an-
other run for the Gulls. Cade 
Brown then hit a single that 
sent Zirwas home, increasing 
the gap to 8-0. 

Blue Sox 
suffer loss 
to Newport

At the end of regulation, 
Trinity Clark scored a goal 
for the home team.

The Mutiny were sched-
uled to play a road match 
against AC Connecticut on 
Tuesday night before wrap-
ping up the season against 
Vermont Green at Lusitano 
Stadium at 6pm on Saturday 
night.

Avery Klingensmith, of Belchertown, tries to get control of 
the loose ball.

Monson’s Tennessee Murphy advances up the field.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Kayleigh Lukasik heads up 
the field for the Mutiny.

Hope Santaniello, of Agawam, sends a long kick away. Maeve Staunton overtakes an opponent.

Tanglewood 
Bus Trip

WILBRAHAM – The 
senior center is offering a 
bus trip to seniors in the 
area to go to Tanglewood 
on Aug. 2 to watch Violin-
ist Joshua Bell perform.

The cost is $99 per 
person and all gratuities 
included. 

Arrive by 10:45 a.m. 
for an 11 a.m. departure 
with the expected return 
time at 7 p.m.

Picnic on the Lawn 
12:30 to 5 p.m.

This is a rain or shine 
event. Seats are available 
under the sheet or on the 
lawn, your choice! Enjoy a 
prepared box lunch before 
the show, included with 
your admission.

The concert begins 
at 2:30 p.m. and runs for 
approximately two hours, 
plus a 20 minute intermis-
sion.

Limited space avail-
able, payment due in full 
at registration. Call 413-
596-8379 to reserve your 
spot. Make checks payable 
to the Wilbraham Senior 
Center.

Hampden 
celebrates 
250 Years

HAMPDEN – The 
town of Hampden will 
celebrate 250 years with a 
free Band Concert on Fri-
day, July 3, at 6 p.m.

Bring a lawn chair, 
bring a blanket, pack a pic-
nic!

The concert will be 
at 85 Wilbraham Rd in 
Hampden at the Town Hall 
Gazebo.
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413-244-1943
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

AAffordable ffordable WWasteaste S Solutionsolutions
Your Hometown Provider for 

Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades
New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 • www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,  
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and 

everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR
GREAT SERVICE

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

413-736-5476  •  parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

One Monarch Place
Ste. 200, Springfield

Mon. • Wed. • Fri. 

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm

Sun. closed

Ask about 
special pricing 

for first 
responders

15% OFF 
DRY CLEANING 

when you 
pre-pay!

Heavenly InspirationsInspirations
Flowers • Gifts 

Collectibles • Gourmet
Ted Metayer, Jr./Ted Metayer III

Owners/Designers

64 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 547-6164 • (888) 248-1901

theodoremetayer@yahoo.com
www.heavenlyinspirationsflowers.com

WHERE DANCE 
CONNECTS US ... AND 
LIFELONG FRIENDS 
ARE MADE!

658 CENTER STREET
LUDLOW, MA 01056
413-583-2321

♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥

♥♥

WWW.ALEGRIADANCE.COMWWW.ALEGRIADANCE.COM

spotlightHOMETOWN
SMALL BUSINESSSMALL BUSINESS

✓ Pick Up or  
    Delivery
✓ Assorted 
    Colors

Call for more 
information

413-595-4096

AB
MULCH

&
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research.

Front Load 
Dumpsters

413-244-1943

AAffordableffordable    
          WWasteaste  

SSolutionsolutions

We are a local, 
family owned 

business offering 
great customer 

service, individual 
attention and quick 

response time. 

We look forward 
to serving you! 

Call Today!

Roll Off Dumpster
10, 15, 20, 30

Yard Sizes

Construction • Remodeling
Moving • Clean Outs

WE’VE GOT 
OPTIONS!

GOT
MULCH?

YES
WE DO!

Show Your 
LOCAL SPIRIT BY

SUPPORTING
THESE LOCAL BUSINESSTHESE LOCAL BUSINESSES!ES!

NOW
OPEN!

461 Main Street
WILBRAHAM

(across from Village Store Cafe)

Come Come 
Check Us Check Us 

Out!Out!

The winners were the fol-
lowing.

Watercolor
First Place: Joe Burger,  

Second Place: Eileen Hodge  
Third Place: Cathy Guidetti  
Honorable Mention: Renee 
Brown

Photography 
First Place: Joyce Don-

ovan; Second Place: Laura 
Salerno; Third Place: Mel-
anie Newhouse; Honorable 
Mention: Joanne Bell

Oil
First Place: Susan James;  

Second Place: Jean-Marie 
Magnier; Third Place: Susan 
James; Honorable Mention: 
Richard Swiatlowski

Graphics
First Place: August 

Schau; Second Place: Noreen 
Acconcio; Third Place: Me-
lissa Barbeau

Acrylic
First Place: Teresa War-

ka; Second Place: Harriette 
Block; Third Place: Roger 
Kellman; Honorable Men-
tion: Harriette Block

Three-Dimensional
First Place: Holly Tuttle; 

Second Place: Laura Salerno; 
Third Place: Cheryl Perrault; 
Honorable Mentions: Audrey 
Safford and Antoni Syrek 

The art show was spon-
sored by Lawn Tech Lawn 
Care, Blick Art Materials, 
Mass Cultural Council and 
Hampden Cultural Council, 
Monson Savings Bank, RAH 
(Recreation Association of 
Hampden) and the Friends of 
Hampden Senior Citizens. 

SRA President Laura 
Salerno explained how pro-
fessional artists within their 
fields are hired to judge the 
artwork prior to the show’s 

opening to the public, deter-
mining which ones are se-
lected and prizes.

“It’s completely up to the 
judges. It’s anonymous, they 
have no idea who they’re 
judging and they’re people 
from out of the area, so they 
really don’t know any of us, 
so it’s pretty exciting. They’re 
in a closed room with the 
artwork and do their thing,” 
Salerno said. “That happened 
last week, so all the results are 
up here now for all to see with 
their little ribbons.”

Salerno said some new 
faces were a part of this year’s 
show and “some beautiful art-
work” was being featured, 
with several pieces already 
sold as well.

“We had about 93 piec-
es that were entered into this 
show, which is a great turnout 
and looking forward to see-
ing the community come out 
now,” Salerno said. “I think 
we had seven non-members 
enter this show and one of 
the members, this is the first 
time she’s entered but she’s 
been a member for a year…
we’ve had a few people that 
I’ve never seen their work 
before show up, so it’s quite 
exciting and I encourage to 
keep doing that. Keep show-
ing their work. I don’t care 
whether you’re a beginner, 
experinced, doesn’t matter. 
Keep showing.”

Her favorite art pieces 
were “After the Harvest” from 
Susan James, “The Great Blue 
Heron” and “Serenity” from 
Joanne Bell, “Vine Keeper” 
from Nan Hurlburt and “Pears 
& Pinot” from Deb Penna. 

Coming up for the In-
teractive Learning Through 
Art workshops meanwhile is 
“The Art of Tattoo” with In-
structor Phil Olivera on July 
16 from 6 to 8 p.m.

“We’ve got a lot of interest 
in this,” Salerno said. “He’s a 
very enthusiastic, very pas-
sionate about the arts and he’s 
going to teach everybody in 
the art of tattooing. What part 
of the body is best and why. 
Going to give you samples 
of tattoos, how they’re done, 
he’s going to tell you the safe-
ty behind it and why safety 
and cleanliness is so import-
ant…I can’t wait to see this 
one.”

Also featured at the art 
show was the Reflective Mus-
ings signups with people to 
create their own artwork that 
will be featured at the Fall Art 
Show on Oct. 24 and 25.

“We have the instructions 
and the canvases here to hand 
out to folks,” 
Salerno said. 

R e s i d e n t s 
can still pick up 
the materials at 
the upcoming 
ILTAs on July 16 
and Aug. 13, any 
of the art classes 
going on at the 
senior center and 
reach out to the 
SRA through their 
website at scanti-
criverartisans.com. 
The canvases will 
need to be submit-
ted by Sept. 18.

Her message 
was this.

“If you haven’t seen 
one of our shows yet, 
we’re local,” Salerno 
said. “Come see, just pop in, 
see what we’re all about and 
I guarantee you’ll enjoy it. 
You’ll enjoy what you see.”

She also praised the art-
ists.

“Thank you to all the ar-
tisans and please show up 
during our reception because 
there’s lots of people in the 

community that want to meet 
these artists and you want to 
talk to them about their piec-
es and it’s a great opportunity 
for other artists to meet addi-
tional artists,” Salerno said. 
“It’s inspiring and we’re a 
community, so we really want 
to promote the community ar-
tisan feel.” 

ART SHOW  from page 1

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Joe Burger’s “Somethin’ Fishy’ won first prize in the 
Watercolor category.

These pieces were also standouts to the judges.

Here is “Grasses” from 
Melissa Barbeau.
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for
 outdoor boilers (Cheap).

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

(413)477-0083

FIREWOOD FOR SALE: AGED 
HARDWOOD, cut/split 16” $325 per cord; 
2 cord minimum plus delivery. Allard Broth-
ers 413-665-8041.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  

Call (508) 882-0178

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches, 
Musical instruments, typewriters, 
sewing machines, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military, 
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs, 
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text 
or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 or visit my 
website at dannyselectricllc.com to 
fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All 
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic. 
#14960A. 413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 

call Bob (413)537-5789.

A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
B&D PAINTING – Home improvement 
contractor. Reg. #175887. Free estimates. 
30 years experience. 300 excellent refer-
ences, 4.83 rating out of 5 on Angies List. 
413-727-9846.

PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. READY NOW, $1,200. 
413-218-2321

LIVESTOCK
CHICKENS FOR SALE.

Barred Rocks, Reds, Australorp, Hybred. 
All large brown New England type layers. 
$20 each/6 for $100. 413-218-2321

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES PETS

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

find archives of this local newspaper at www.newspapers.turley.com

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON
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PUBLIC 
NOTICE

WILBRAHAM – Peter 
J. Boden, 79, died peace-
fully on June 
11, 2026. Born 
in Springfield to 
the late Frank 
and Jayne (Bro-
nislawa) Boden, 
he attended the 
former Cathe-
dral High School 
in Springfield, 
American Inter-
national College in Spring-
field and Husson College 
in Bangor, ME. Peter’s first 
job was at the former Forbes 
& Wallace department store 
in downtown Springfield. 
He later began his career 
as a State of MA employ-
ee with the Department of 
Transitional Assistance as a 
systems analyst in Boston. 
Peter worked there for 30 
years until his retirement.

Peter’s special group of 
friends have their strongest 
memories from the 1970’s 
at the radio station WTCC 
at Springfield Technical 
Community College. Peter 
hosted a weekend “Fabulous 
Fifties” radio show and be-
came great friends with his 
“on air” colleagues, sharing 

many stories through the 
years. 

Peter be-
longed to a 
train travel 
club with many 
of his Boston 
c o - w o r k e r s . 
Their trips took 
them to many 
destinations, in-
cluding Canada 
and the West 

Coast.  A trusted friend to 
many, Peter enjoyed gather-
ing with friends for Thanks-
giving dinners and pizza 
nights. He will be deeply 
missed by all who knew and 
loved him.

In addition to his parents, 
Peter was also predeceased 
by his sister Ann Russo. 
He will be sadly missed by 
his beloved brother Frank 
Boden of Boisie, ID.

The family would like 
to sincerely thank his care 
team for their countless 
hours of compassionate 
care. 

Peter’s Funeral Mass 
was held at St. Cecilia 
Church and burial was in 
Woodland Dell Cemetery, 
Wilbraham. 

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Nocturnal S. American 

rodent
  5. Requesting
 11. Give temporarily
 12. Excitedness
 16. Armed Forces branch
 17. Actor Harris
 18. Middle Eastern capital
 19. Air hostesses
 24. Partner to “Pa”
 25. Percussion instrument
 26. Popular computers
 27. Reduce light
 28. Asian mountain range
 29. Every one of two or 

more
 30. Absence of difficulty
 31. A public announcement 

of a proposed marriage
 33. Whittles
 34. Impact
 38. Serviceman
 39. A French river
 40. Prehistoric people

 43. Messenger ribonucleic 
acid

 44. __ Clapton, musician
 45. Ancient Greek sophist
 49. Largest English 

dictionary (abbr.)
 50. Singer Hansard
 51. A way to disentangle
 53. Atomic #93
 54. Manifesting approval
 56. Indigo bush
 58. Former AL MVP Vaughn
 59. Off-Broadway theater 

award
 60. Fencers
 63. Small Eurasian deer (pl.)
 64. Relating to passerine 

birds
 65. Arrange systematically

CLUES DOWN
   1. Colorless fluid
  2. Of a main artery
  3. Photographer’s tool
  4. Blues Traveler hit “But 

__”
  5. Grew older
  6. Not the leader
  7. __ Lang (country singer)
  8. A driver’s license is one
  9. Nests of pheasants
 10. Wildebeests
 13. Equal to one quintillion 

bytes
 14. Japanese three-stringed 

lute
 15. Type of cat
 20. It cools your home
 21. The ancient Egyptian 

sun god
 22. Pouches
 23. German trigraph
 27. Form of Persian
 29. Measurement unit
 30. Body part
 31. Bridge building degree
 32. Indicates position
 33. Political action 

committee
 34. Snack food

 35. Front part of a 
quadruped

 36. Locate
 37. Pitching statistic
 38. __, myself and I
 40. City in Utah
 41. They play in the 

trenches
 42. “Can’t Touch This” 

rapper __ Hammer
 44. Type of tree
 45. Performers
 46. Slang for mistake
 47. More open
 48. Most slick
 50. Needles
 51. University of Dayton
 52. Atomic #11
 54. Large fish of the 

mackerel family
 55. Not any
 57. __ and behold
 61. Popular sports highlight 

show (abbr.)
 62. “The Great Lakes State”

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLE

This ad is pursuant to MA 
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A as of 
July 3, 2026 the following motor 
vehicle will be for sale to satisfy 
a garage keepers lien:
Vehicle: Hyundai Sonata
VIN#: 5NPEB4AC3BH045889
LKO: Zachari Zayas-Damiam
519 Homestead Ave
Holyoke MA 01040

R & S Assoc. Inc
PO Box 543

Wilbraham MA 01095
 413-596-4374

06/18, 06/25, 07/02/2026

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Peter J. Boden
1946-2026

EARLY
DEADLINES
In observance of July 4th, there will 
be an EARLY AD, PUBLIC NOTICES 

& CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE
To advertise, 

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, July 2
– Thank you!

OBITUARY

Obituary Policy
Wilbraham-Hampden Times

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name 

of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 

which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a 
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted through a funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

of Mike and Bob from The 
Boomers, which on frequent 
occasions got attendees up on 
their feet and dancing. 

The Boomers, which have 
been performing for over 25 
years, but their first time per-
forming in Hampden, said 
that the crowd was “excep-
tionally enthusiastic and re-
sponsive.” They expressed 
their gratitude to Tina Doran, 
program and volunteer coor-
dinator, and the senior center 
staff for a fantastic experience 
and hope to be back soon. 

Doran, who played a large 
role in the luncheon, spoke 
about the event herself, while 
also highlighting the senior 
center as a whole. 

“We’re just kicking off 
the summer and having some 
fun,” Doran said. “Everyone 
is welcome, whoever comes 
through our doors, and we’re 
not just for seniors. We have 
a lot of different classes that 
anybody can take advantage 
of.”

In attendance for the lun-
cheon was community mem-
ber Linda Bridge, who has 
been attending senior center 
events for years. 

“I heard about this place 
and started coming. I was 
always very happy with ev-
erything,” Bridge said. “So, 

when they come up with 
having lunch and a show, it’s 
just something really nice to 
have.”

The senior center cafeteria 
was, also, very nicely deco-
rated in a red, white and blue 
fashion by the quilting club, 
centerpieces were made by 
receptionist Joi Giuggio. 

“I just use things that 
are here at the senior center, 
always trying to reuse and 
repurpose what we have,” 
Giuggio said. “We had ma-
son jars, a lot of supplies and 
ribbons here. And we always 
have flowers. There was also 
a little stick with a commem-
orative 250 for the birth of 
the United States. And I just 

cut those out and put them to-
gether.” 

It was a nice afternoon for 
people to come together with 

friends, meeting new friends 
as well, all under good food, 
music, and atmosphere. 

LUNCHEON from page 1

Turley photo by Noelle Hisgen

Attendees enjoy good food and company at the summer kickoff luncheon.

Tina Doran introduces The Boomers.

America’s 250 
Celebration Contest

WILBRAHAM - Help 
us celebrate the 250th Anni-
versary of the Declaration of 
Independence and the ideals 
that inspired the founding of 
our nation. 

All Wilbraham residents 
are invited to decorate their 
front door or entryway in 
honor of America’s 250th 
anniversary. Get creative 
with patriotic colors, histor-
ical themes, symbols of lib-
erty, civic pride, hometown 
heritage, or anything that re-
flects the enduring spirit of 
our country and community. 

How to Participate & 
Win Prizes: 

• Decorate your front 
door/entry 

•  Take a clear photo 
• Submit your entry at 

WilbrahamCenter.org.
Prizes will be awarded 

for: 
•  Best Overall 
• Most Patriotic 
• Most Creative 
•  People’s Choice 
and more! 
Everyone in Wilbraham 

is welcome!  
Let’s make Wilbraham 

shine for the 250th! 
Invite your neighbors, 

friends, and family to join 
the fun and enjoy the beau-
tiful decorated entries all 
around town.  Visit Wilbra-
hamCenter.org today for 
full rules,  prize details, sub-
mission form, and more. 

WilbrahamCenter.org   
Community – Connection – 
Living with History

The great front doors 
of Wilbraham 

WILBRAHAM– All are 
invited to attend “The Music 
of the Beatles” at Wilbraham 
Public Library on Monday, 
June 29 at 6 p.m. In this one 
hour concert, musician and 
instrumentalist Melodious 
Zach will perform the Beat-
les’ greatest hits and quiz the 
audience on Beatles trivia.

Weather permitting, this 
performance will take place 
outside of the library and at-

tendees are encouraged to 
bring a chair. This program is 
supported by a grant from the 
Wilbraham Cultural Coun-
cil, a local agency which is 
supported by the Massachu-
setts Cultural Council, a state 
agency. Registration is appre-
ciated but not required. Sign 
up at wilbrahamlibrary.org, 
or call the library at 413-596-
6141.

Beatles Concert to be held 
at the Wilbraham library

WILBRAHAM – Wilbra-
ham Public Library is offer-
ing a Crafternoon for Adults 
on Friday, June 26, 2 to 3:30 
p.m.

Join us to create personal-
ized beaded bookmarks.  This 
is an easy to learn craft that 
produces excellent results.  

And the bookmarks make 
great gifts!

No experience is needed, 
and all craft supplies will be 
provided.  But registration is 
necessary as space is limit-
ed.  For more information or 
to register, please call the li-
brary at 413-596-6141.

Adult Crafternoon at the WPL
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TO ALL OUR
SPONSORS 

for making the 
2026 FALCON TRAIL RACE

& FISHING DERBY
a success!

FISHING DERBY MAIN SPONSOR
Westfield Bank

SUPPORTING SPONSORS
Dick’s Sporting Goods

Rice’s Fruit Farm
The Local

Country Bank
Pafumi’s On Main

VFW
Rocky’s

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
OUR GRAND PRIZE WINNER 

Javier Gomez

FALCON TRAIL RACE MAIN SPONSOR
LUSO Federal Credit Union

SUPPORTING SPONSORS
The Local

Country Bank
Polish National Credit Union

Dick’s Sporting Goods
Secure Energy Solutions

Rice’s Fruit Farm
Beacon Bank

Westfield Bank
HUB International New England

Pafumi’s On Main

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO OUR RACE WINNERS:

Winners by Age Group 
Top Male: James Coletta

Top Female: Joni Beauvais
Top Wilbraham Male: Brody Summers

Top Wilbraham Female: Kristen Pessolano
0-7: Madison Pessolano

8-11: S. Carreira
12-19: Declan Kelly

20 – 29: Sierra Hays-Rivest
30-35: Emily Dunbar

36-39: Michael Goodreau
40-44: Brian Beauvais

45-49: Chris Duby
50-60: Adam Long
61+: Andy Bourke

(Largest Fish 
Caught)

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

HAMPDEN - The Hamp-
den Senior Center African 
Drumming Circle had their 
annual performance in the se-
nior center on May 29. 

The group showcased a 
selection of songs that they 
have been practicing over the 
past few months. Each mem-
ber of the group was also able 
to showcase their own solo in 
the songs as well. 

They also invited audi-
ence members to take a turn 
with the drums and learn a 
few beats. 

The program is led by Ja-
son Arnold, a teacher from the 
Community Music School in 
Springfield. 

“I show them different 
kinds of rhythms, and we 

play African rhythms and it’s 
almost like a family,” Arnold 
said. “I’ve been doing it for 
two and a half years and they 
are so into it. And we just 
have fun, learning rhythms, 
and it’s energetic and full of 
laughter.”

Tina Doran, the program 
and volunteer coordinator 
for the senior center for three 
years, took a minute to speak 
about the program. 

“He (Jason) will usually 
have about 16-18 people in 
his class. And I always tell 
them to their face, they’re 
all crazy because they enjoy 
themselves so much,” Doran 
said. “They like to play, they 
like to laugh, and they just 
like to have a good time. It’s 
amazing.” 

Drumming Group Mem-
ber Susan Superson also took 

a moment to talk about the 
group. She has been with the 
program for two years. 

“The people are really 
great and encouraging. Jason 
is an amazing teacher. And 
it’s actually great upper body 
exercise and a great stress re-
liever,” Superson said. 

It was a great celebration-
al showcase displaying some-
thing that the senior center 
members love. And show-
casing one of the Hampden 
Senior Center’s outstanding 
programs that they offer. 

The Hampden Senior 
Center drumming class is ev-
ery Friday from 2 to 3 p.m. 
and new students are always 
welcome. No previous expe-
rience is needed. 

The current session runs 
through July 31 and costs $7. 

Drumming
concert held at HSC

Turley photos by Noelle Hisgen

Danielle Shaugnessy (Left) and Mary Auger (Right) hold the drums they have been given and join 
along with the drumming circle.

Jason Arnold welcomes 
everyone to the showcase.

Photo courtesy of Thomas GajdaThe drummers along with Jason Arnold take a group picture.


