
TIMESTIMES
SCHOOLS
One Book
One 
Community
Page 16

SPORTS
Lacrosse
falls to 
Longmeadow
Page 17

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID
PALMER, MA

PERMIT NO. 22

The Wilbraham-Hampden

TIMES
JUNE 8, 2023 www.wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.comA TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com

Dedicated to Improving the Quality of Life in the Communities We Serve

ECR-WSS 
LOCAL POSTAL CUSTOMER

60

CELEBRATING

TURLEY PUBLICATIO
N

Syears

Dozens of students 
participate in the 
program each spring 
and fall

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com
 
WILBRAHAM – Each se-

mester, dozens of seniors at Min-
nechaug Regional High School 
participate in an internship pro-
gram, where they shadow men-
tors in different industries.

The program has been exis-
tent for more than 20 years, said 

School to Career Coordinator 
and Counselor Renee Considine, 
who connects students with pro-
fessionals. She credits the com-
munity’s backing of the program 
for its longstanding success. 

“There’s a ton of options for 
students,” she said. “The com-
munity supports the program, 
and because of the communi-
ty’s support behind it I am able 
to find mentors, and they give 
the students such a great experi-
ence.”

The success of the program 
is well-represented by the Alves 
brothers, Tyler and Tanner, of 
Wilbraham. As high school stu-
dents, both young men interned 

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

SPRINGFIELD – All three 
levels of Symphony Hall in 
downtown Springfield were 
filled on June 2, as the Min-
nechaug Regional High School 
Class of 2023 graduated and 
228 students received diplomas. 

“It’s an honor to stand before 
you this evening and welcome 

you to Minnechaug Regional 
High School’s 2023 graduation 
exercises,” said Principal Steve 
Hale, before watching his son 
Joseph receive a diploma. 

Class Marshall, and 2024 
Class President, Edward Owens 
directed the graduates to their 
seats, as Class President Patrick 
Cowles, Vice President David 
Noel, Treasurer Norah Doyle, 
Secretary Cayleigh Wall, Vale-
dictorian Molly Olsen and Sa-

lutatorian/Class Speaker Niko-
las Supczak took their seats on 
stage, alongside district staff 
and School Committee mem-
bers. 

It was announced that Olsen 
earned a cumulative GPA of 
4.78; she will attend Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute in the fall. 
Supczak earned a cumulative 
GPA of 4.64 and will attend 

Minnechaug’s internship 
program helps Wilbraham 
brothers land careers

(L to R) Tanner Alves, a automotive tech at Spartan Auto Care Center, 
next to his brother Tyler, a patrolman for the Wilbraham Police 
Department. Both earned employment where they interned in high 
school. (Photo courtesy of Tyler Alves) 

graduates from
Minnechaug at Symphony Hall

(Staff photos by Dalton Zbierski)
(L to R): Class President Patrick Cowles, Vice-President David Noel, Treasurer Norah Doyle, Secretary 
Cayleigh Wall and class speaker & Salutatorian Nikolas Supczak, pictured on stage at Symphony Hall. 

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

WILBRAHAM – Last week, 
Western Mass News meteorolo-
gist Janna Brown made a special 
visit to Wilbraham, where she 
spoke to a large group of stu-
dents in the Stony Hill School 
cafeteria. 

Brown was contacted by sci-
ence teacher Christine Goonan, 
who requested she visit the 
school after students finished 
studying a weather-related unit. 
Brown had spoken at the school 
previously and was thrilled to 
return. 

“It’s funny because it’s the 

only real interaction with people 
I get. I talk to the public every 
day but I don’t actually see them 
so it’s nice to be able to go out 
and actually get questions and be 
able to answer them. That’s defi-
nitely the most fun part of the 
job,” Brown said.  

Brown is originally from 
southern New Jersey and at-
tended Lyndon State in northern 
Vermont, where she became in-
terested in television and broad-
casting weather to the public. 
Her infatuation with weather 
dates back years earlier. 

“Typically, weather people 
kind of know about what they 
want to do at a young age so I 
think I was early teens when I 

started getting obsessed with 
weather and knew it was what I 
wanted to do before I even got to 
high school,” she said. 

Now, Brown has been a pro-
fessional meteorologist for 17 
years. Her favorite part about 
the profession is listening to 
the public share their memories 
of different storms they experi-
enced. She also enjoys hearing 
that the information she broad-
casts is helpful.

“Work can always be diffi-
cult, but for me just the passion 
of whether is what keeps me go-
ing… Whenever I get that (posi-
tive feedback) from some view-
ers, it reminds me that what I do 

Meteorologist Janna Brown visits Stony Hill School

Western Mass News meteorologist Janna Brown spoke at Stony Hill 
School late last month. (Photo courtesy of Megan Harrigan)

Please see GRADUATION, page 10
Please see CAREERS, page 8

Please see JANNA, page 4
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HIRING 
DRIVERS

We are looking for caring 
individuals to provide safe 
and efficient transportation on 
our team of School Bus Drivers 
serving the communities of 
Agawam, Hampden, East
Longmeadow, Longmeadow, 
Ludlow, West Springfield,
Wilbraham and Southwick.

Currently licensed CDL School Bus Drivers
We also offer FREE, paid CDL License Training

Apply online at LPVEC.ORG
Call 413-789-3291 or apply in person at 

384 SHOEMAKER LANE, AGAWAM

BENEFITS

• Health Insurance
• Paid Personal and Sick Time
• State Retirement
• Medical flexible spending account 

for health care & dependent care

*Typical routes average 25-30 hours 
per week,  mornings and afternoons 
each school day

REQUIREMENTS
• Minimum 21 years of age
•  Valid driver’s license for at
 least 3 years
• Must be able to obtain a MA 
 CDL Permit with Passenger 
 and School Bus Endorsements
• Must be able to pass a background 

check,  drug test and DOT physical

TRAINING 
PROGRAMS 

START 
IMMEDIATELY

Paid CDL Training

We are looking for caring
individuals to provide safe
and efficient transportation on
our team of School Bus Drivers
serving the communities of
Agawam, East Longmeadow, 
Granville, Hampden, 
Longmeadow, Ludlow, 
Southwick, Tolland,
West Springfield and Wilbraham.

BENEFITS
• Health Insurance
• Paid Personal and Sick Time
• State Retirement
• Medical flexible spending account
 health care & dependent care

REQUIREMENTS
• Minimum 
 21 years of age
• Valid driver’s 

license for at
 least 3 years

HIRING 
DRIVERS

We are looking for caring 
individuals to provide safe 
and efficient transportation on 
our team of School Bus Drivers 
serving the communities of 
Agawam, Hampden, East
Longmeadow, Longmeadow, 
Ludlow, West Springfield,
Wilbraham and Southwick.

Currently licensed CDL School Bus Drivers
We also offer FREE, paid CDL License Training

Apply online at LPVEC.ORG
Call 413-789-3291 or apply in person at 

384 SHOEMAKER LANE, AGAWAM

BENEFITS

• Health Insurance
• Paid Personal and Sick Time
• State Retirement
• Medical flexible spending account 

for health care & dependent care

*Typical routes average 25-30 hours 
per week,  mornings and afternoons 
each school day

REQUIREMENTS
• Minimum 21 years of age
•  Valid driver’s license for at
 least 3 years
• Must be able to obtain a MA 
 CDL Permit with Passenger 
 and School Bus Endorsements
• Must be able to pass a background 

check,  drug test and DOT physical

TRAINING 
PROGRAMS 

START 
IMMEDIATELY

Apply online at LPVEC.org
Call 413-789-3291

In Person at 384 Shoemaker Lane, Agawam

Proposed legislation 
would protect dogs 
at kennels and doggy 
daycares 

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com 

HAMPDEN - State Rep. Bri-
an Ashe (D-Longmeadow) joined 
supporters on the State House 
steps for a May 17 rally support-
ing Ollie’s Law. 

The bill would require ken-
nels and doggy daycares through-
out the Commonwealth to be 
licensed, inspected and have reg-
ulations for supervision and re-
porting injuries. 

Ashe was joined by State Sen. 
Jacob Oliveira (D-Ludlow), Jeni 
Mather, owner of JM Pet Resort, 
Jeremy Cohen, pet law attorney 
for Boston Dog Lawyers; Kara 
Holmquist, director of advocacy 
of the MSPCA and Ally Blanck, 
director of advocacy for the Ani-
mal Rescue League of Boston.

Additionally, the owners of 
dogs injured or killed at doggy 
daycares or kennels, including 
Amy Baxter, whose dog, Ollie, is 
the legislation’s namesake. 

Ashe, who represents the 2nd 
Hampden District, which includes 
the town of Hampden, explained 
his wife saw a Facebook post 
during the pandemic from Baxter 
about Ollie, who succumbed to 
injuries from a mauling by a pack 
of dogs at a doggy daycare. 

“After talking to her, getting 
all the details of what happened 
to Ollie and then looking into it 
further about the doggy daycare 
industry, we realized it wasn’t 
regulated,” Ashe said. 

Ashe said the industry grew 
during the pandemic, adding how 
“most people are doing it with the 
right intentions.”

However, there’s a lot of work 
involved that some may not real-
ize. 

“You have to understand dog 
behavior. How many dogs should 
you have for each employee,” 
Ashe said. “You have to have 
emergency protocols, what do 
you do in a situation like that, and 
we realized none of those were in 
place at this establishment.” 

He stressed the importance of 
making sure “we had our bases 
covered” before presenting the 
legislation, including someone 
from the industry on the coalition. 

Since its formation, more cas-
es of dogs injured or killed at dog-
gy daycares or kennels have come 
to light. 

“Again, I wanted to make sure 
I wasn’t missing anything. I didn’t 

want to try to harm businesses. I 
didn’t want to try to harm people 
getting their dogs taken care of. 
What we wanted to do is make 
sure that it was done in a safe, 
professional manner that was 
good for everybody,” Ashe said. 

Ashe explained the public 
hearing for the bill, numbered 
H2019, is scheduled for Septem-
ber with a date in the works.

Residents can attend in person 
or virtually. 

He is confident about the bill’s 
passage. 

“I have faith in my colleagues 
in the House as well as in the Sen-
ate that if they look at this bill 
based on the merit, based on what 
it does and the good that comes 
out of it, I believe it should pass,” 
Ashe said. 

Ashe added the legislation is 
personal as he’s a dog owner him-
self. 

“I absolutely love animals and 

it would mean the world to me to 
get it passed, not just for Amy and 
her daughter, but for dog owners 
in general,” Ashe said. 

Ashe wants his constituents 
to realize “people want to have a 
huge say in what we do and legis-
lation that we craft.” 

“It’s usually something that 
happens. A catalyst that makes 
it go and this is a perfect case for 
that,” Ashe said. 

He cautioned dog owners to 
be better aware.

“Not everyone does a great 

job. Most do, but you got to be-
ware,” Ashe said. 

Ashe concluded the legisla-
tion is due to constituents speak-
ing out. 

“These are the things that im-
pact people every day that can 
make a difference in people’s 
lives, hopefully for the better,” 
Ashe said. 

To learn more about Ollie’s 
Law and follow the legislation’s 
progress, visit www.facebook.
com/ollieslawma/. 

State Rep. Ashe lends support to Ollie’s Law during May 17 rally

(L to R) State Rep. Brian Ashe (D-Longmeadow) speaks to the crowd 
gathered outside the State House during the May 17 rally supporting 
the passage of Ollie’s Law. Ashe was joined by State Sen. Jacob 
Oliveira (D-Ludlow) and members of the Ollie’s Law Coalition. Supporters and members of Ollie’s Law Coalition gather outside 

the State House in support of passing Ollie’s Law. Supporters and 
members include (first row, L to R) Jeremy Cohen, pet law attorney 
at Boston Dog Lawyers, Ally Blanck, director of advocacy for Animal 
Rescue League of Boston, Robin Frechette, chief of staff to State 
Rep. Brian Ashe (D-Longmeadow), Amy Baxter, Ollie’s owner who 
inspired the legislation, Audra Riding, general counsel for State 
Sen. Mark Montigny (D-New Bedford), (second row, L to R) State 
Rep. Brian Ashe (D-Longmeadow), Liam Elliott, legislative aide to 
State Rep. Brian Ashe (D-Longmeadow), Kara Holmquist, director of 
advocacy for the MSPCA, Ryan McCollum, lead lobbyist and political 
consultant at RMC Strategies, and Jeni Mather, owner of JM Pet 
Resort. Photos courtesy Liam Elliot

WILBRAHAM – All people 
who craft in the fiber arts are 
invited to join others at Crane 
Park on Saturday, June 10 from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. to recognize 
the grassroots worldwide event 
“Worldwide Knit in Public Day”. 

Anyone who knits, crochets, 
weaves, etc. is invited to attend 
this casual event for all or part of 

the day. Participants should bring 
their project, something to sit on, 
water and snacks. 

Free knitting lessons will be 
offered. Bring unused yarn for a 
yarn swap.  

Worldwide Knit in Public 
Day began in 2005 as a way for 
knitters to come together and en-
joy each other’s company.  Most 

fiber arts projects are solitary pas-
times which makes it hard to find 
and connect with others that knit, 
crochet or weave, etc. 

Neighbors could spend their 
whole lives never knowing that 
the other works with yarn.

“This is a special day to get 
out of your house and go to an 
event (with your yarn in tow) 

just for you and people like you.  
Who knows - you might even 
bump into your neighbor” said 
spokeswoman Jane Clark.

WWKIP Day is one of the 
largest knitter-run events in the 
world. Each local event is planned 
by volunteers and demonstrates 
that working in the fiber arts can 
be a community activity in a very 

distinct way. Not only grannies 
knit or crochet or weave!

“It is a day for knitters, cro-
cheters or fiber dabblers to come 
together in one place to share 
tips, give advice and make new 
friends” said Clark.

For more information, call 
KIP Headquarters at 413-883-
6236.

Worldwide Knit in Public Day
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ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH FOR 
SPRING PLANTING!

“CATCH THE WAVE”

WAVE PETUNIAS

Favorite For 
Planting Beds, 
Containers & 

Hanging Baskets

Elsie’s Creamery
The Best Homemade Ice Cream

MADE IN SMALL BATCHES 
AT THE CREAMERY!

Sundaes, Razzles, Shakes, 
Floats & Soft Serve Too!

             Plant Your
Vegetable 
Garden!

Big Selection of Tomato Plants
BITE SIZE TO LARGE SLICERS
Pepper Plants ~ 

Sweet Bell to Hot & Spicy
Cucumber & Squash Plants, Eggplant

Locally Grown
ASPARAGUS!

From Dan Smiarowski Farms
Sunderland, MA - While It Lasts!

“Little Dancer”
RECITAL RECITAL 

BOUQUETSBOUQUETS
Spray Roses & Daisies 

With Glitter & Bow
$14.99

JUNE IS ROSE MONTH!

ROSE BUSH SALEROSE BUSH SALE
$19.99

8” Pots 
Proven Winner 

Peach Shrub Roses
Proven Winner 

“Oso Easy” 
Red Shrub Roses 

White Flower Farm 
“Purple Prince” 

Roses

Coming Soon - 
Locally Grown

STRAWBERRIES!

$9.99 
Jumbo Six Pack  (Reg. $12.99)

 

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP!

Eastfield Mall • 1655 Boston Road, Springfield

Eastfield Mall 1655 Boston Rd.

Donovan’s
Irish Pub
FOOD & SPIRITS

Western Mass.’
#1 Irish Pub
for Food &

Entertainment with
a Family Friendly

Atmosphere!

DINNER SPECIALS
Thurs. & Sat.: Corn Beef & Cabbage •   Fri.: Whole Belly Clams

Thurs. 3/28 The Jeff & Jason Show
Friday 3/29 The Healys w/John Tabb

Saturday, March 30
Direct from New York,
International Irish Entertainer

DONAL O’SHAUGHNESSY!
Join us for an evening of singing, joke-telling
and yarn-spinning fun for the whole family!

Eastfield Mall 1655 Boston Rd.

Donovan’s
Irish Pub
FOOD & SPIRITS

Western Mass.’
#1 Irish Pub
for Food &

Entertainment with
a Family Friendly

Atmosphere!

DINNER SPECIALS
Thurs. & Sat.: Corn Beef & Cabbage •   Fri.: Whole Belly Clams

Thurs. 3/28 The Jeff & Jason Show
Friday 3/29 The Healys w/John Tabb

Saturday, March 30
Direct from New York,
International Irish Entertainer

DONAL O’SHAUGHNESSY!
Join us for an evening of singing, joke-telling
and yarn-spinning fun for the whole family!

Western Mass's #1 Irish Pub!Western Mass's #1 Irish Pub!

Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11am-12am, Sun. 9am-7pm
              Sunday Breakfast 9am-12pm • Our Patio is Open!

Follow us on 
Facebook 

and visit our 
website for 
the most 

up to date 
information

Fri. 6/9
The 

Healys
Paul 

Pender

Sat. 6/10 Fri. 6/16

Jelvis Jimmy 
McArdle

Sat. 6/17

WILBRAHAM – This summer, 
the Wilbraham Public Library will be 
offering its Adult Summer Reading 
Challenge entirely on-line. Readers 
can register to take part in this chal-
lenge by going to www.wilbraham.
beanstack.org.  It is recommended 
that readers also download the free 
Beanstack app onto their device.

All that readers need to do for the 
eight week program (June 17 to Aug. 

12) is 
r e a d 
o n e 
b o o k 
p e r 
week.  
A f t e r 
e a c h 

book, readers can log into their Bean-
stack account and submit the title of 
the book, the book’s author, and a 
brief review.  A badge and raffle tick-
et will be earned for each entry (one 
per week). Drawings for prizes will 
be done on a weekly basis.

There will also be four “extra” 
challenges, one every two weeks. 
Readers can choose one of the four 
challenges or all four.  Complete the 
challenge for a raffle ticket, allowing 
for another chance to win a prize!  All 
raffle prizes were made possible by 
the Wilbraham Friends of the Library 
and LUSO Federal Credit Union.

Contact tsymington@wilbraham-
library.org for answers to any ques-
tions.

Adult Summer Reading Challenge
at the Wilbraham Library

Also, Cemetery Commis-
sion vacancy and food 
truck proposal update 
discussed

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The Board of 
Selectmen met with Manuel Amuse-
ments LLC on June 5 to review plans 
for their upcoming carnival event.

Stacey Pride, manager of Manu-
el Amusements LLC, explained the 
carnival takes place in front of the 
Scantic River Valley YMCA from 
July 21-23 and benefits first respond-
ers. 

When Chairman Theresa Go-
odrich asked where planning stood, 
Pride said “everybody has every-
thing” as far as she knows. 

Town Administrator Nick Breault 
provided additional information, ex-
plaining Manuel Amusements LLC 
“has worked hard to get all the doc-
uments in, but we don’t have every-
thing” including a letter of permis-
sion to use the property from the 
owner. 

“We need to have that,” Breault 
said. “The other thing is this is a 
great opportunity for this company 
to run this carnival and then make 
a subsequent donation, perhaps, to 
first responders in Wilbraham.” 

Breault added there will need 
to be some delineation as it is “not 
an event that is sponsored by or en-

dorsed by the departments.” 
“It’s appreciated, but it cannot be 

conceived as something that is spon-
sored by or endorsed by the town,” 
Breault said. 

Sue Bunnell was concerned about 
no formal approval from the land 
owner and the event being called 
“The Wilbraham First Responders 
Carnival.”

“I would be much more comfort-
able with it being Manuel Amuse-
ments Carnival with the potential 
donation to first responders,” Bun-
nell said.

Goodrich and Michael Squin-
do agreed with Bunnell, with Pride 
agreeing to follow up with the name 
change and letter of approval on June 
12. 

Next, David Bourcier, clerk for 
the Cemetery Commission, present-
ed a vacancy proposal for the Board 
of Cemetery Commissioners.

Bourcier explained his father, 
Chairman Donald Bourcier, and 
Treasurer Wilfred Renaud had split 
their terms. The town clerk contact-
ed Bourcier to explain his father had 
one more term to complete, which 
means he would need to resign from 
the one-year post he was elected to 
recently.

“What we want to do is recom-
mend Will to the board to fill that 
one-year open term that we have. 
The reason being it would just pro-
vide a smooth transition,” Bourcier 
said. 

He added after the one-year term 
ends, there would be an election for 
the three-year term.

Squindo asked if the board con-

sidered speaking with the other can-
didate who ran. 

Bourcier responded no, but it was 
discussed. 

The appointment passed 3-0, 
with Renaud’s term beginning June 
5, 2023, and ending May 18, 2024. 

Lastly, Health Director Finn Mc-
Cool shared a Food Truck Annual 
Licensing Proposal, explaining its 
regulation for providing yearly per-
mits.

McCool received feedback from 
food trucks and local businesses.

“It seems that’s become kind of 
a tedious process to the point where 
a food truck is invited to the town, 
they either can’t get in in time or they 
don’t feel like they want to have to 
pay that fee every time they come 
to town,” McCool said. “This way it 
would give them an option to be able 
to get that yearly permit.” 

Shannon Fields, owner of Field-
crest Brewing, has worked on this 
proposal for years, explaining the 
food trucks are vendors the food es-
tablishments also know and have had 
their food. 

“It’s not just any food truck com-
ing up and stuff. I guess my question 
is, I don’t understand why we’ve 
been waiting for years for this and 
it just can’t just keep getting kicked 
down,” Fields said. 

Fields added she’s willing to 
work with anyone to move things 
forward, including the Board, agree-
ing to reach out to them with her sug-
gestions. 

This item will, also, be followed 
up on in next week’s meeting on 
June 12.

Wilbraham Board of Selectmen reviews plans 
for upcoming carnival event

Armenian 
Church to hold 
Father’s Day
Picnic June 18

INDIAN ORCHARD – St. Greg-
ory Armenian Apostolic Church will 
hold its annual Father’s Day Picnic on 
Sunday, June 18, 2023 from noon to 
5 p.m. on the church grounds at 135 
Goodwin St, Indian Orchard, MA.  

Visitors are invited to enjoy many 
favorite Armenian dinners includ-
ing shish kebab and rice pilaf. Baked 
goods will also be available for pur-
chase. The picnic will also feature a 
raffle, Armenian music and dancing 
and outdoor activities.

Admission and parking are free. 
For more information, please call the 
Church office at 543-4763.
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Evening & Weekend
Appointments Available!

Pumping • Installation • Title 5 Inspections • Perc Tests
SEWER PUMP REPAIRS • FULLY INSURED • FAMILY OWNED

Evening & Weekend Appointments Available!

                                   566-2916

HAMPDEN SEPTIC
Time To Get 
Your Septic 
Pumped, 
Call To 

Book Now!
WE ARE A LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS

WE’RE STILL TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS!

Open Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm • Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 12-8pm
RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED 

9th TBA
10th Peter Newland
16th Irv Lewis
17th Charlie Bongiovi
23rd Luther
24th Charlie Bongiovi
30th LutherLuther

Charlie Bongiovi

JUNE LINE UP

2133 Boston Road
Wilbraham

413.271.1208

Join Us 
Saturday, 

June 10th for 
Special Guest 

Peter J. 
Newland of FAT

The legendary 
Western Mass 

band! 
You remember 

Peter from the ‘70s. 
Enjoy his music again! 

Joined by friends 
Ralph Whittle on piano and 

Mark Pappas on guitar.

Great Food, Live Music, 
The Perfect Night Out!

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

CENTER CUT
PORK CHOPS ....................

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS ...

USDA INSP. 

$244
lb

SALE DATES: 6/8/23-6/14/23

$212

$299
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SPARE RIBS ..............$222

USDA INSP 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$888
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF SHORT RIBS
FLANKEN STYLE ...........................

$153

USDA INSP. FRESH 

CHICKEN WINGS WHOLE 1O LB BAG 

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

CHICKEN BREAST SPLIT TRAY PAK ...

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
51/60 CT 1 LB BAG ............................

7 LB 
BAG

80% LEAN
GROUND BEEF

ea

$229
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CORN DOGS ...................................
GREAT ON THE GRILL

$299

$699

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS .........
USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
ITALIAN MARINATED

CHICKEN BREAST............
USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
MARINATED

SKIRT STEAKS ................

CUT 
FREE $153

lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN DELI
VIRGINIA HAM ..................

$399
lb

$444

FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL or STEAK

$359
lb

$989
lb

$449
lb

is important, and I keep going,” Brown said. 
One challenge that Brown faces in this day in age is the 

reality that people can receive information on the weath-
er from a number of different sources, digitally. Still, she 
feels that the connection she has with viewers ultimately 
gives her the edge. 

“I still feel pretty strongly that my personal connection 
to people in this area is important, and when we do get 
weather that starts turning dangerous, I think I can provide 
extra information to help keep them safe,” she said, noting 
that she’s seen it happen “where it goes right and where 
it goes wrong and people don’t get the information they 
need.” 

This August will mark Brown’s seventh year working 
in Western Massachusetts. She said the best part about 
working in this market is that everyone is friendly and re-
ceptive, which goes against the stereotypes assigned to the 
northeast. 

Brown enjoys any opportunity to speak to an audience, 
children or adults. She said that when she talks to children 
about weather, their excitement is obvious. 

“It’s something everybody experiences, and every 
child has a story about a storm or a situation that a friend 
or family member has been in,” she said. “So when we 
talk about weather, especially severe weather, they get 
very animated and very excited. That’s actually the kind 
of passion I still feel so it kind of revs me up a little bit. 
It’s awesome; we can geek out together and talk about the 
science.” 

Lastly, Brown said that the staff members at Stony Hill 
School were wonderful hosts. She said the children’s great 
behavior is proof that the teachers are good at what they 
do. 

“And it’s the end of the school year, everyone’s feeling 
a bit overly energetic, but they were a fantastic crew and a 
great school,” she said.

JANNA from page 1

Janna Brown, pictured in the crowd, spoke about 
meteorology at Stony Hill School last week. (Photo courtesy 
of Megan Harrigan) 

WILBRAHAM - Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill once said, “We 
make a living by what we get, but 
we make a life by what we give.” 

No truer words were ever spo-
ken as demonstrated by the gener-
osity when Monson Savings Bank 
recently donated $25,000 towards 
the Friends of Wilbraham Seniors 
Capital Campaign to raise funds for 
the new Wilbraham Senior Center.

“Monson Savings is always hap-
py to lend our support to the com-
munities that we serve.” said Dan 
Moriarty, Monson Savings Bank 
President and CEO. “We are excit-
ed to see the brand-new Wilbraham 
Senior Center. At Monson Savings, 
we value bringing the community 
together. The new Wilbraham Se-
nior Center will surely be a hub for 
members of the community to gath-
er and enjoy one another’s compa-
ny.”

The Friends have set an ambi-
tious goal of $750,000 to purchase 
essential fixtures, furnishings, 
equipment and accessories like ta-
bles, chairs, desks, furniture, book-
cases, kitchen supplies, exercise 
equipment, benches, TV monitors, 
games, and more. 

In addition, the Friends are rais-
ing funds for new and expanded 
programs at the Senior Center to 
help make their new home a truly 
meaningful and comfortable desti-
nation.

“We are grateful for the generos-
ity of Monson Savings Bank,” said 
Matthew Villamaino, President of 

the Friends. “It’s partnerships like 
this that help us fulfill our mission 
to raise funds  

that will enhance our new Se-
nior Center and ultimately provide 
wonderful programs and services 
for Wilbraham seniors in their new 
home.”

The new Senior Center broke 
ground on Feb. 10 and a grand 
opening is planned in Spring 2024.  
The two-story 15,554 sq. ft. Se-

nior Center will feature a large 
multi-purpose room for breakfasts, 
luncheons, seminars, and exercise 
programs. It will also have a café/
lounge, library area with a two-sid-
ed fireplace, game room, fitness 
and wellness rooms, a commercial 
kitchen and an outdoor patio com-
plete with tables, comfortable chairs 
and umbrellas.

The Friends may be reached at 
Friends01095@gmail.com.

Standing in front of the new Wilbraham Senior Center under construction, 
Dan Moriarty, President and CEO of Monson Savings Bank (right) proudly 
presents a ceremonial check to the Friends of Wilbraham Seniors. (L to 
R) Matthew Villamaino, President of the Friends, Paula Dubord, Director 
of Elder Affairs, Wilbraham Senior Center, Carolyn Balicki, Assistant Vice 
President Retail Onboarding Officer & Wilbraham Branch Manager MSB, 
Kandra Tranghese, Vice President and CFO MSB, and Moriarty. (Photo 
courtesy of MSB and Matt Villamaino)

Monson Savings Bank donates $25,000 
to Friends’ Capital Campaign for new 

Wilbraham Senior Center 
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Hampden Board of Selectmen 
holds dog hearing following car 
accident

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Board of Selectmen held a 
dog hearing with the Williams’ family on June 5 
in light of new incidents around their husky dogs.

Animal Control Officer Shelley Sears provid-
ed a recap to open the meeting, including how a 
hearing was held back in November 2022 and nu-
merous calls and concerns have been placed to her 
about the dogs since. 

Sears then shared two new incidents. 
“Then, a couple of weeks ago, they get out onto 

Ware Road and killed a couple chickens, and then 
on Tuesday, they get out and both were hit by cars 
and caused an accident,” Sears said. 

She added the dogs were at the home of the 
chickens a week earlier.

Mrs. Williams agreed “there is no excuse” for 
the incidents.

“We are doing what we can, my husband and 
I. We contact Shelley if we have a question,” Wil-
liams said. “We try to do the best that we can.”

Williams added one of the dogs now lives with 
her son in Enfield, while the other, owned by her 
daughter, will be addressed. 

“We’re just as frustrated and fed up as you are,” 
Williams said. 

Selectman Craig Rivest asked about shock col-
lars and dog training, explaining the family needs 
to do the work to provide the proper training. 

“You have to work with them and get them to 
repetitive behaviors. I think that may have gotten 
overlooked in some of the training processes to get 
the dog to listen, in a way. The obedience portion 
of it doesn’t seem to be there, so I think that’s what 
we’re concerned about,” Rivest said. 

Williams later clarified, “These were not our 
dogs” and belong to her children. 

“This is just something that we, unfortunately, 
inherited, and we’re doing the best we can,” Wil-
liams said. 

Jim Gillum was one of the drivers in the recent 
car accident. He was uninjured, but his car was 
heavily damaged.

“I got the insurance estimate on my car today, 
which was heavily damaged, it’s going to cost 
$3,100 plus to get repaired, and that means I’m go-
ing to be out of pocket for $300. This is a deduct-
ible on that. I don’t feel like I should have to pay 
that, so I was looking for some sort of help with 
that night from you,” Gillum said. 

Gillum added after hearing what Sears shared 
and the Board discussed: “Clearly, not enough has 
been done to control these dogs, to contain these 
dogs.”

“It’s gone on for a long time, and I feel like 
the board has been remiss in not getting something 
done, definitively, to protect the public,” Gillum 
said. 

He also said the accident could have been a lot 
worse.

“I feel like a lot more should have been done, 
could have been done and hasn’t been done. What-
ever the reasons are for the dogs getting out, as 
far as I’m concerned it doesn’t hold water,” Gillum 
said. 

Board Chair John Flynn acknowledged Wil-
liams and her husband were bearing the brunt of 
the scrutiny and “were feeling just as bad about it 
as we are.”

However, he said, “it’s a bit of a wake-up call” 
for all involved. 

“I think we’re at the point where we need to 
partner with you and do something that protects 
the town,” Flynn said. 

The family has agreed to reimburse Gillum, 
install an invisible fence by the end of the month 
and participate in handler training with proof of 
completion. 

Flynn said it’s the final warning. 
“It has to be a cooperative thing here to take 

care of this problem,” Flynn said. 
The motion passed 3-0. 

Huskies wreak havoc
WILBRAHAM – Wilbraham 

Friends of the Library (WFOL), 
are delighted to announce their 
annual book sale is back! The 
WFOL Annual Book Sale is a ma-
jor library fundraiser providing 
funds for programs for children, 
teens and adults as well as muse-
um passes, furnishings and other 
library equipment.

We know many folks in our 
community are avid readers and 
have been accumulating books 
throughout the year. We are happy 
to once again offer the ideal oppor-
tunity to recycle these books, stock 
up on new ones and fund library 
programs.

The WFOL 2023 Book Sale 
will be held Wednesday, June 7 
through 1pm Saturday, June 10 
in the Brooks Room of the Wil-
braham Public Library. It will in-
clude gently-used books, CDs, and 
DVDs for all ages and genres.

Please save your good used 

books and materials for our sale. 
Children’s and adult books, fiction 
or non-fiction, hobby books etc. 
are all welcomed. Due to space re-
strictions, we cannot accept ency-
clopedias, magazines or Readers 
Digest condensed novels.

As a thank you for their sup-
port, donors will receive a cou-
pon good for 2 free books of their 
choice from the sale when dona-
tions are dropped off. Donations 
of books and materials will be ac-
cepted at the library from Friday, 
June 2 through Monday, June 5 
during regular library hours.

For more information or 
questions about the sale contact 
friends@wilbrahamlibrary.org.

For more information on the 
Wilbraham Friends of the Library 
visit them on the web at http://wil-
brahamlibrary.org/friends.asp, on 
Facebook or via email at friends@
wilbrahamlibrary.org.

Friends of the Library to 
hold book sale June 7-10

WILBRAHAM – Pastel artist 
Greg Maichak will be returning 
to the library once again to guide 
experienced and potential artists 
through the use of pastels in the 
Brooks Room on Monday, June 
12 at 6-8 p.m.  The picture will 
be Georgia O’Keefe’s Calla Lily.  
Greg will also provide insights 
about the lives of the old masters 
who painted flowers:  Vincent 
van Gogh, Claude Monet, and of 

course Georgia O’Keefe.  All ma-
terials will be provided, including 
paper, pencils, and profession-
al-grade pastels.  This adults-only 
event is supported in part by funds 
from the Wilbraham Cultural 
Council, a local agency support-
ed by the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency.  Space is 
limited, so registration is required:  
www.wilbrahamlibrary.org.

Pastel painter Georgia O’Keefe’s 
Calla Lily at the Wilbraham library

To honor Sarah’s passion and 
commitment to achieving 
excellence, PNCU will be 

closing at 3:00 PM on 
Wednesday, June 14, 2023

to celebrate.

EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR

VP, Marketing

EQUAL HOUSING
L E N D E R

MEMBER
MASSACHUSETTS CREDIT UNION

INSURED
SAVINGS

SHARE INSURANCE CORPORATION
Shares and Deposits in excess of NCUA are fully insured by MSIC.

CONGRATULATIONS!
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I’m approaching 65 
should I claim Social 
Security?

Dear Rusty: I am fast approaching 65 (in 
August) and plan to continue working full 
time. I would like to know the implications of 
that, and about drawing Social Security. Same 
question for my husband who is past his full 
retirement age (he will be 67 this year) and he 
continues to work full time.

Signed: Still Working
 
Dear Still Working: Married couples 

should always coordinate their retirement 
strategy and you’re very smart to do so. Born 
in 1958, your Full Retirement Age for Social 
Security purposes is 66 years and 8 months. 
Your FRA is the point at which your earnings 
from work no longer affect your Social Securi-
ty benefits, but if you claim at age 65 and con-
tinue to work full time, you will be limited to 
how much you can earn before they take away 
some or perhaps all of your benefits. Here’s 
what will happen if you claim Social Security  
to start in August when you are 65.

Your SS retirement benefit will be 
permanently reduced by 11% (you’ll 
get 89% of your FRA entitlement). 
Your monthly amount will only change 
thereafter due to Cost of Living Adjust-
ments.

If you start your benefits in August 
you will be subject to an earnings lim-
it, either a monthly limit of $1,770 for 
the remaining months of the year or the 
2023 annual limit of $21,240. If the 
monthly limit is exceeded you aren’t 
entitled to benefits for that month, or if 
the annual limit is exceeded they will 
take back benefits equal to $1 for every 
$2 over the annual limit. Social Securi-
ty will use whichever method yields the 
smallest penalty.

Beginning in 2024, you will be sub-
ject only to Social Security’s annual 
earnings limit, which will be some-
thing more than the 2023 annual limit 
of $21,240. If you exceed the 2024 (or 
2025) annual limit, Social Security will 
take away $1 in benefits for every $2 
you are over the limit (half of what you 
exceed the limit by). The annual limit 
will be in effect until you reach your 
full retirement age of 66 years and 8 
months in April 2026.  

Since your husband has already reached 
his FRA, working full time will not negatively 
affect his monthly Social Security benefits if 
he chooses to claim his SS benefits now. How-
ever, if he hasn’t yet claimed your husband is 
already earning Delayed Retirement Credits, 
which will increase his benefit when he later 
claims. DRCs are earned monthly (.667% per 
month; 8% per year) and can be earned up to 
age 70 when maximum SS benefit is attained. 
For your husband, his age 70 benefit would be 
29% more than he was entitled to at his FRA. 
Whether it is wise to wait longer to claim de-
pends on life expectancy, but break even age is 
about 83 for those who wait until 70 to claim 
vs. claiming at FRA. FYI, average life expec-
tancy for a man your husband’s current age is 
about 84; for you about 87. 

Since you are both still working full time, 
be aware that depending on your combined 
income from all sources your Social Security 
benefits will become part of your taxable in-
come. As a married couple both working full 
time, your combined income will likely be 
over the $44,000 threshold after which income 
tax will be levied on up to 85% of your Social 
Security benefits received during the tax year 
using your normal IRS tax rate. I suggest you 
consider the income tax implications of claim-
ing Social Security while you are still working 
full time.  

You did not ask about Medicare, but if 
you and your husband now have “creditable” 
healthcare coverage from your employer 
(“creditable” is a group plan with at least 20 

participants) you can defer enrolling in Medi-
care Part B until your employer healthcare cov-
erage ends, thus avoiding the Medicare Part B 
premium while you are working. 

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the National 
Social Security Association (NSSA). NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are not 
affiliated with or endorsed by the Social Secu-
rity Administration or any other governmental 
entity. To submit a question, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org.

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the Association Mature 
American Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social Secu-
rity Association. NSSA and the AMAC Foun-
dation and its staff are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. To submit a 
question, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.

Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri-
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to dzbierski@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly 

correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor-
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito-
rial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu-
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hamp-
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ery Thursday by Turley Pub-
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
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letters to the editor and pho-
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
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TEAM
VIEWPOINTS

By Abaigeal Duda

It’s prom and graduation celebration sea-
son, which for teens can be both exciting and 
worrisome. For parents, this may also be true, 
but for different reasons.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration suggests that car crashes are a 
leading cause of death for teens and that one 
out of three crashes involve alcohol or other 
substances.  In rural areas like ours, when these 
tragedies occur, they are felt by the entire com-
munity.  How can we support our young people 
so that they create positive memories of these 
milestones?  

There are some practical steps that you can 
take as a parent, or caregiver:

The most important and effective is also 
typically the most overlooked:  Have an honest 
conversation. How do you feel about underage 
drinking and other substance use? If you aren’t 
aware of the negative effects on the develop-
ment of young brains, it’s worth understanding 
that there can be long-term consequences. 

One Choice (saying no to all substances) 
has a good overview at tinyurl.com/5jzsyhtd. 
Studies show that encouraging young people to 
make choices that support their health, wellbe-
ing and long-term success  rather than trying to 

scare them with horror stories to avoid – is the 
most effective approach.

People tend to overestimate how many oth-
er people use substances like alcohol and other 
drugs. In the Quaboag Hills region, the Quabo-
ag Hills Substance Use Alliance conducts sur-
veys in our school districts,and it is true of all 
schools and grade levels that most students are 
making choices not to use substances.  

If you aren’t sure how to start a conversa-
tion with a child or teen, get examples from 
“Talk. They Hear You” at samhsa.gov. Another 
way to have a conversation about driving ex-
pectations is to Take “The Pledge,” an agree-
ment between caregivers and teens available 
at the Quaboag Hills Substance Use Alliance 
website at qhsua.org.

Know who is driving your teen. The night 
of prom or graduation, will another teen be 
driving? A parent? An older sibling?  A hired 
vehicle and driver? In our area, we do not have 
the same transportation options that are avail-
able in more urban areas.  If a teen suddenly re-
alizes that his/her/their ride has been drinking, 
calling for a cab or rideshare is very unlikely to 
be a viable option.

No matter who is supposed to drive, make 
sure that your child knows that you are avail-
able to take a call if there is any question about 

transportation safety or any other questionable 
situation that may arise. You might agree upon 
a text or emoji to send to you to let you know 
that you are needed so that he/she/they don’t 
have to have an awkward conversation that 
might be overheard about unsafe behavior.  

If you are hosting a graduation party at your 
home for your teen, make it a “dry” party.  Be 
sure to familiarize yourself with the Massa-
chusetts’ underage drinking laws known as the 
Social Host Law.  If underage drinking does 
happen on your property, you could face crim-
inal or civil liability charges. Make a list of 
fun activities with your teen and his/her/their 
friends that they would enjoy doing together to 
create positive memories that will last a long, 
healthy lifetime.  

Healthy celebrations are celebrations worth 
remembering. 

Abaigeal Duda is STOP Act Grant project 
director at the Quaboag Hills Substance Use 
Alliance. For more information, or if you or 
a loved one needs help for substance abuse, 
call the statewide helpline at 1-800-327-5050 
(TTY: 1-800-439-2370); the phone line is open 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. You can 
also go to hub.helplinema.org/findhelp.

GUEST OPINION

Planning for safe celebrations for your teen

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters
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Let's GardenLet's GardenLet's Garden

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM–8PM

Everything 
You Need 
For Spring 
Planting

www.keithishamlandscaping.com

For a FREE Estimate CALL:

413-531-1216

KEITH ISHAM LANDSCAPING, LLC
Experience You Can 
Always Count On
• Property Maintenance
• Fertilizer Programs
• Organic Tick and Mosquito Control
• Edging • Core Aeration
• Loam and Seed • Mulches
• Power Seeding
• PH Remedy • Drainage

• Walls, Walkways, Patios
• Landscape Design and Installation
• Irrigation Installation and Repairs
• Fall Blowouts
• Paddock Repair and Maintenance
• Equestrian Field Seeding

Get Get Growing!Growing!

1359 Wilbraham Road, Springfield
OPEN DAILY 8AM-5PM •  413-783-5883

www.16acresgardencenter.com

• 1000’s of Perennials, 
Annuals, Trees & Shrubs

• Vegetable Plants & Herbs
• Unique Garden Statuary,  

Fountains & Bird Baths
• Earth Friendly Products
• Full-Service Florist & Gift Shop
• Professional Tree & Shrub 

Installation 413-783-5883 Ext. 111202020192013

• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957

IT'S MULCH SEASON! 
We Offer A Variety of Mulch & Top Soil.

CALL 
595-4096

Wilbraham student honored 
NORTHAMPTON – Massachusetts 

Center for the Book has announced the 
2023 Top Honor and Honors student writ-
ers in its flagship program for students, 
Letters About Literature. This Common-
wealth-wide reading and writing initiative 
invites students from Grades 4 to 12 to 
write letters to authors about the books 
that have had special meaning to them. 

The 15 honorees, representing the 
top 1.5% of this year’s program submis-
sions, were celebrated at a virtual awards 
celebration on May 17. On behalf of the 
Board of Directors, Massachusetts author 
Alexandra Marshall welcomed the stu-
dents, families, teachers, librarians, judg-
es, staff, and fellow MCB board members.  

Marshall commended the students on 
their work and also told them, as a writ-
er, how important it is for authors to hear 
from readers, because that’s why authors 
write: “with the wish to be read.”

State Rep. Lindsay Sabadosa 
(D-Northampton) provided the legisla-
tive welcome to those in attendance and 
continued the theme of the communica-

tions loop that students have completed. 
She noted that since the time of the an-
cients, great thinkers have believed that 
great writing should teach, move, and de-
light us. She commended the students for 
showing in their letters how books taught 
them lessons and also prompted strong 
feelings and great pleasure. 

“In turn, your letters have taught, 
moved, and delighted us with your artic-
ulate thoughts about the importance of 
books in your lives,” she concluded with 
appreciation.

Caroline Euber of Wilbraham, a sev-
enth grader at Wilbraham Middle School, 
earned Honors in Level 2 for her letter 
to John Green about “The Fault in Our 
Stars”.

 “Congratulations, Caroline, for being 
able to articulate so eloquently the solace 
you found in a good book,” noted State 
Sen. Jacob Oliveira (D-Ludlow). 

State Rep. Angelo J. Puppolo 
(D-Springfield) commended Caroline 
with these words: “Caroline’s letter shows 
the importance of books and reading and 
how a book like John Green’s can impact 
young people’s understanding and atti-
tudes.”

23rd annual Letters About
Literature Awards announced

Matthew W. DeVine 
graduates from The 
Berkshire School

SHEFFILED – Matthew W. DeVine 
of Wilbraham was recently awarded The 
Berkshire Cup, the highest distinction 
The Berkshire School confers on one of 
its graduating seniors. The award is giv-
en to the student who is considered by 
faculty to have made the greatest contri-
bution to the success of the school year. 
Along with his honor roll status, Matt 
also reached a milestone on the basket-
ball court this past winter after he scored 
his 1,000th point for his high school 
career. Matt will be attending Williams 
College, Williamstown in the fall.  

 

Lasell University 
Spring Dean’s List

NEWTON – The Spring 2023 Dean’s 
List includes students who have complet-
ed at least 12 credits as a full-time stu-
dent in that semester and have achieved a 
semester GPA of 3.5 or higher. The list of 
students from Wilbraham includes: Zach-
ary Mills, Sam Roberts and Justin Hanna. 

Students named 
to Spring 2023 
Dean’s List at AIC

SPRINGFIELD – American In-
ternational College in Springfield, is 
pleased to announce that 495 students 
have been named to the Dean’s List 
for the spring 2023 semester. Dean’s 
List students attend full-time and have 
achieved a 3.3 to 4.0 GPA. AIC com-
mends the efforts and accomplishments 
of these diligent and hard-working stu-
dents. The following students are local. 

Hampden: Kendal Bates and Mi-
kayla Clark

Wilbraham: Joseph Albano, Grace 
Beaupre and Brendan Carmichael

O’Toole receives 
Finance Award

SPRINGFIELD – Michael B. 
O’Toole of Wilbraham, a recent grad-
uate at WNEU, was selected the 2023 
co-recipient of the Outstanding Student 
in Finance Award at Western New En-
gland University. The award was pre-
sented during the College of Business 
Senior Awards luncheon on May 2.

SCHOOLS

More school on page 19
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in town where they eventually gained full-time employ-
ment.

Tyler Alves is currently a patrolman at the Wilbraham 
Police Department, where he worked as student intern 
during his senior year of high school in 2016. Inspired by 
School Resource Officer Dan Menard, Alves applied for 
the law enforcement internship, then known as the “student 
trooper program”.  

“It was when the old (police station) was on Main Street 
so I got to shadow every shift; day shift, evenings, mid-
nights. I met a lot of people, some of which are retired and 
some of which are still here… The guys I met and I look 
up to I now call my coworkers, which is pretty cool,” Tyler 
Alves said.

If not for the internship program, Tyler Alves is unsure 
of where he would be today. He envisioned a career in law 
enforcement previously, but the internship offered him con-
nections that made pursuing the career more realistic. 

“If we didn’t have the internship program, it would have 
been a lot trickier,” he said. 

Tanner Alves, a 2020 Minnechaug graduate, interned at 
Spartan Automotive Center during his senior year. Today, he 
works there as an automotive tech. 

Unsure of where the future would take him, Tanner 
Alves said his internship was a life altering experience. 

“I’m so glad I did it because when I first went in, I had 
cold feet about being a tech. Basically, this really opened up 
my eyes to what I really want to do, which is great,” he said. 

Tanner Alves said the program offers students an oppor-
tunity to pursue potential pathways and learn if they are ca-
reer possibilities. Considine agreed that the program offers 
students a unique advantage. 

“You don’t get to really explore the career you’re ma-
joring in sometimes until your junior year of college so to 
actually get some experience and some boots on the ground 
in the major you’re thinking of doing in college (is highly 
beneficial),” she said. 

Considine said each internship offers students a “pre-
glimpse” into what a career could look like before requiring 
them to make a full investment. 

Minnechaug students have a chance to apply for an in-
ternship as an elective during their junior year before receiv-
ing placement ahead of their senior year.

Considine relies on her personal connections in the re-
gion to help students land opportunities and also works with 
River East School-to-Career, based in Palmer. 

“When I look at the applications and see what the first 
choice is for students, I take a look at that and see where do 
I need to find a new contact,” she said. 

Considine also makes use of Facebook pages such as 
the Wilbraham Open Forum. She said the community is 
so responsive that someone typically responds to her posts 
within 24 hours. 

Every connection made could help a future student turn 
a dream into a reality. The initial contact is important, and 
if a mentor has a good experience with a student, they will 
most likely take another. 

“It’s great because it just expands the network and gives 
other kids for years to come more opportunities,” she said.

Each year, several students gain part-time employment 
with the mentors following an internship. Others, like the 
Alves brothers, go on to earn full-time employment. 

Considine said that reality speaks volumes for the pro-
gram, as students have been hired by a wide range of in-
dustries. She said the longest relationships involve students 
interning under teachers. 

“In every single building across the district we have 
teachers who are wanting and willing to take our students as 
well,” she said. “Those students go back and do their student 
teaching with those teachers, all through college, so the lon-
gevity of the relationship between the high school student 
and the mentor has been really incredible.”

Considine also credits the school district and the high 
school administration team for its support of the program, 
noting that it could not operate without their encouragement.

“If you don’t have leadership that believes in this type 
of program, you won’t have a program so the fact our team, 
both district and building, is so passionate about work-based 
learning is also what drives the program,” she said.

Tanner Alves credits Considine, noting that “she has 
been absolutely great with everything she does” an that 
“there’s a lot of work she puts in.” 

He continued to explain how his internship experience 
recently became a full-circle one.

“This year, I had my first intern from ‘Chaug so it was 
awesome. I was able to teach him some stuff, and it’s basi-
cally full-circle because that was me like three years ago. 
It’s great to be able to teach someone that was in my po-
sition. It was an honor to be able to do that,” Tanner Alves 
said. 

For Tyler Alves, he couldn’t be more proud of his broth-
er. Although the local police department no longer accepts 
interns, although Considine said the Springfield Police De-
partment does, he encourages future high school seniors to 
apply to pursue their passions. 

“What people should know is that it’s a great opportuni-
ty, and it’s one of those things where not a lot of people are 
necessarily sure if they should do it; 100% do it,” he said. 
“It’s really a great thing. It’s an amazing opportunity and 
definitely an opportunity that should be taken advantage of.”

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, based in Palmer, is seeking a 
storyteller who is curious about everything, and who 
understands how town government works to join our 
team of weekly reporters.

Experience in covering town government is a huge 
plus, and any experience in community journalism is 
as well. Staff writers cover all aspects of communities 
from features to municipal meetings to crimes and 
fires. Successful candidates must have people skills, 
plenty of curiosity and able to tell a story. 

If you're a self-starter who enjoys community 
journalism and who can envision themselves 
connecting with our communities, we encourage you 
to apply for this position. Not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:  
• Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience
• A determination to get the story, whatever it 

might be
• Equally comfortable writing hard news, features 

and event coverage
• Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced, 

deadline-driven environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style 

Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be
 a good fit for this position and send it along with a 

resume and three writing samples to 
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

STAFF WRITER
JOB OPENING

OBITUARIES
Byron ‘Ray’ 
Musselman

Byron ‘Ray’ Mussel-
man of East Longmead-
ow and Ellenton, FL died 
at the age of 80-years-old 
after a long fight with oral 
cancer. 

Ray Musselman was 
born June 3, 1942 and 
graduated from Technical 
High School. He went to 
University of Dayton, OH 
and held a Bachelor’s of 
Arts and a Master’s De-
gree in English. He taught 
at Minnechaug High 
School for 32 years and 
was the ‘School’s Match 
Wits’ Coach. Ray was also 
very proud to be a member 
of the Baptist Church. 

Ray leaves behind his 
sister Dana Whittle of 
Bluffton, SC. 

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

CAREERS from page 1

SPRINGFIELD – Eat this, not that. 
Drink this, not that. What’s a person to 
think? One day coffee is good for you, 
then another study a year later says it 
is not.

Now caffeine, the popular stimu-
lant in a person’s daily “cup of joe,” 
is under scrutiny again, but this time 
in relation to energy drinks and energy 
shots – and a risk for stroke. Energy 
shots are a concentrated form of ener-
gy drinks, which contain caffeine and 
other substances like energy drinks, 
but in smaller volumes.

May was National Stroke Aware-
ness Month. A stroke, also known 
as transient ischemic attack or cere-
brovascular accident, happens when 
blood flow to the brain is blocked, pre-
venting the brain from getting oxygen 
and nutrients from the blood needed to 
keep brain cells alive.

“There is a paucity of research data 
on the topic of whether energy drinks 
can cause an ischemic stroke. While 
there is no definitive study offering 
proof to that effect, scientists have 
found possible links between the two,” 
said Dr. Melissa Mercado of the Neu-
rology Division at Baystate Health.

“What we as doctors are certain of 
is that drinking excessive amounts of 
caffeine increases your heart rate and 
blood pressure, and that high blood 
pressure is the leading risk for stroke,” 
she added.

Caffeine is a stimulant which oc-
curs naturally in the seeds, nuts and 
leaves of various plants, including 
coffee beans, tea leaves, cocoa beans, 
kola nuts and guarana seeds.

Energy drinks contain large 
amounts of caffeine, the biggest cul-
prit, as well as added sugars and oth-
er stimulants such as guarana, taurine 
and I-carnitine. The National Institutes 
of Health notes that 70 to 240 milli-
grams of caffeine can be found in a 16-
oz drink and 113 to 200 milligrams in 
an energy shot.

For healthy adults, the Food and 
Drug Administration cites 400 milli-
grams a day - equal to about 4-5 cups 

of coffee - as relative-
ly safe from deleteri-
ous health effects. And 
the American Academy 
of Pediatrics recom-
mends that adolescents 
aged 12-18 should not 
exceed 100mg/day or 
an average cup of cof-
fee. They also go as far 
as to say that “caffeine 
and other stimulants 
contained in energy 
drinks have no place in 
the diet of children and 
adolescents.”

A sampling of pub-
lished reports on the 
ill-effects of energy 
drinks include:

A story published 
by the Cleveland Clinic 
entitled “Warning: Are 
You Aware That Ener-
gy Drinks Can Trigger 
Strokes?” noted that 
energy drinks can cause 
anxiety, high blood 
pressure, heart palpita-
tion, and caffeine intox-
ication and withdrawal 
in young people, and 
while adolescents may 
use energy drinks to 
study, long-term me-

ga-doses of caffeine are not good for 
the brain.

A small study published in 
the Journal of the American Heart 
Association, the Open Access Journal 
of the American Heart Association/
American Stroke Association, found 
that drinking 32 ounces of an energy 
drink in a short timespan may increase 
blood pressure and the risk of electri-
cal disturbances in the heart, which af-
fects heart rhythm.

An article in the American Journal 
of Emergency Medicine in 2012 enti-
tled “Do energy drinks cause epileptic 
seizures and ischemic stroke?” - the 
authors report a case where a patient 
had ischemic stroke and epileptic sei-
zure after intake of energy drinks with 
alcohol. At the time it was believed to 
be the first reported case.

A paper published by Rutgers Uni-
versity called “Hazards to Caffeine in 
Energy Drinks and Healthy Alterna-
tives” noted the death of a healthy Irish 
teenager before a basketball game be-
cause of cardiac arrest after consuming 
four cans of a popular energy drink led 
to a ban on energy drinks in some Eu-
ropean countries. The paper also not-
ed that although studies cannot prove 
that energy drinks directly cause such 
hazards as diabetes, seizures, cardio-
vascular issues, and mood changes in 
consumers, they can correlate the en-
ergy drinks to each of those cases and 
to seizures and stroke.

According to the National Institutes 
of Health National Center for Comple-
mentary and Integrative Health, ener-
gy drinks are the most popular dietary 
supplement consumed by American 
teens and young adults. Men between 
the ages of 18-34 consume the most 
energy drinks, and almost one-third of 
teens between the ages of 12-17 drink 
them regularly.

Consider the popular phrase - “Ev-
erything in moderation.”

“Since many Americans today are 
often known for their overconsump-
tion of food and beverages, including 
energy drinks, doctors often recom-
mend that adults drink no more than 
one can a day, with many pediatricians 
agreeing that even a single can may 
be too much for children and younger 
adults,” said Mercado.

The Baystate neurologist noted 
that chugging down too many energy 
drinks can lead to a condition called 
reversible cerebral vasoconstriction 
syndrome which can result in the risk 
of stroke, noted Mercado.

“RCVS causes a narrowing of 
the blood vessels in the brain, which 
can restrict its blood supply. Its main 
symptom is a sudden, severe head-
ache, often referred to as a ‘thunder-
clap headache,’ unlike you’ve never 
experienced,” said Mercado.

“While many Americans, especial-
ly college students and athletes, turn to 
energy drinks to improve their concen-
tration and reduce fatigue, as well as 
to enhance their physical performance, 
regular coffee is likely a safer alterna-
tive with less additives and sugar that 
could lead to other health problems,” 
she said.

The acute stroke team at Baystate 
Medical Center provides care for more 
than 1,600 stroke patients each year, 
more than any other hospital in west-
ern Massachusetts. Treatment and re-
habilitation services include inpatient 
stroke services, stroke emergency ser-
vices, telestroke services, rehabilita-

tion services after stroke, 
and stroke support ser-
vices.

For more informa-
tion on Baystate Health 
and its stroke services, 
visit baystatehealth.org/
stroke, and follow us on 
our social media chan-
nels:

Strokes have many causes
Energy drinks among the latest

Our
advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know
you saw their 

ad in the

Wilbraham
Hampden Times
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Congratulaaons
to the 

Class of 2023

Get a Smart Start on your finances with our
Smart Start Share Draa Checking

Open an Account ONLINE!

Federally Insured by NCUA

599 East Street, Ludlow
One Crane Park, Suite 4, Wilbraham
Telephone (413) 589-9966   
Toll Free (844) LUSO-FCU

www.lusofederal.com

Scan the code with 
your mobile device.

Congratulations
Class of 2023

&
To Our Scholarship

Winner
 KRISTINA AGUILAR

Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network®,
Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Adviser. 

535 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056 
1252 Elm Street, Suite 28, West Springfield, MA 01089 

413.589.1500 www.PVFinancial.com
 

Heidi 
Pafumi

Realtor®

264 N Main St. Unit 12,
East Longmeadow, MA

413-687-4339
Heidi.Pafumi@raveis.com

The Best Is 
Yet To Come
Work Here. Live Here. Love Here.

Congratulations
Minnechaug Graduates!Minnechaug Graduates!

2341 Boston Rd., (Rt. 20) Wilbraham
413.279.2020
Tuesday-Thursday serving 4-9pm

Friday & Saturday 11:30am-9:30pm; Sunday 11:30am-8pm
with extended bar hours each night

LIVE MUSIC every Thursday, Friday & Saturday night

route20barandgrille.com

Bar & Grille
EST. 2016

ASK ABOUT OUR PARTY TRAYS – 
PERFECT FOR YOUR GRADUATION PARTIES!

Congratulations
to the Minnechaug Class of 2023

especially our own
Kaitlyn Radway, Olivia Dragon,

and Demetrios Patrakis
Best Wishes for a Bright Future!

MINNECHAUG REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL

Congratulations
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UConn in the coming months. 
Cowles was the first student to reach the podium last Fri-

day, as he shared his speech “Embrace the Moment” with the 
class and those in attendance.

Cowles began by thanking his mother, father, brother 
John and sister Emma for their unconditional support. He 
also thanked the district’s faculty and administrators for 
teaching him beyond the textbooks. 

“I will never forget the lessons and wisdom that’s been 
instilled on me, all of which truly goes deeper than a class-
room. Maybe most importantly, I want to thank the student 
body for four years of amazing memories and experiences 
that will remain a part of my identity forever,” he said. 

Reflecting on his high school journey, Cowles said he 
was unfulfilled when he first entered Minnechaug because he 
expected the school to be a “beast.” It wasn’t, and he settled 
into his freshman year before a life changing sequence of 
events occurred. 

“Everything changed for all of us with a two-week vaca-
tion that turned into four that proceeded to turn into months 
and months of staying home alone with nothing but our 
grades, the endless loop of TikTok and Zoom classes con-
ducted over school-issued Chrome books,” Cowles said.

Ultimately, the Class of 2023 endured. Cowles said he 
found strength in the class and offered his classmates one 
last farewell. 

“I look around at the 228 people I’ve called my peers, 
colleagues and most importantly friends and it dawns on me 
that this is the last time these 228 people are configured in 
the same room together ever,” he said. “In just a few short 
months, we’ll be situated all around the world with differ-
ent friend groups and different paths and different lives. This 
chapter of our lives is closed.” 

Supczak spoke next, sharing his speech “Hurdles”, as he 
discussed both participating in hurdles races as a member of 
the track and field team and overcoming hurdles such as the 
pandemic. 

“Perhaps the biggest hurdle in our lives presented itself 
on March 13, 2020 when our lives were affected forever,” he 
said. “Can we honestly say any of us knew what a pandemic 
was before March 2020? We learned so many new words 
that weren’t in our vocabulary before, such as ‘remote,’ not 
like the thing we use for the television, or ‘Zoom,’ not like 
the sound effect little children use for going fast, or ‘quaran-
tine’ or ‘social distancing.’” 

Supczak said it was difficult to make connections with 
teachers, as students adjusted to the hybrid environment. He 
added that family connections became more important mak-

ing “our pets absolutely the 
biggest winners during this 
isolation period.”

Supczak summarized his 
high school experience by 
noting that despite staring 
down many hurdles, the class 
was not intimidated by them. 
He said his classmates be-
came creative problem solv-
ers, which suits them well as 
they enter the real world. 

“Remember, intentions 
are good, but they mean ab-
solutely nothing unless you 
take action,” Supczak said. 
“As you move forward to 
the next journey, capitalize 
on opportunities and turn 
unsolved intentions into ac-
tions. Expect adversity in 
your journey because it is 
inevitable but remember that 
the journey you have been on 
has set you up to be success-
ful.” 

Class Marshall, and 2024 Class President, Edward 
Owens directed the graduates to their seats at the 
beginning of last Friday’s graduation ceremony. 

Symphony Hall in downtown Springfield was filled near capacity for Minnechaug’s graduation ceremony. 

Open Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm • Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 12-8pm
Call about booking a private party

Celebrate 
Your Graduate 

With A 
Special Dinner!

2133 Boston Road, Wilbraham • 413.271.1208

From your friends at

SPARTAN AUTO CARE CENTER
www.spartanbrake.com • 596-2479

2714 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095

Owned by the Cusson Family of Hampden
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-2

Don’t let life rush past you. Put on the brakes, 
take it slow and enjoy the ride.

Especially
GUISEPPE 

CIRILLO (left) 
graduating from 

Ludlow High 
School and 

CHRIS 
PAUL (right) 

graduating from 
Minnechaug 
High School. 

We are so
proud of you!

Congratulations   Congratulations   
  Graduates!  Graduates!

Ask about special pricing for first responders
464 Main Street, Wilbraham 

(next to the Village Store Cafe)
413-279-3222  •  parkcleaners413.com

Open Monday - Saturday 9am-1pm

Family owned and operated since 1935

Wishing you a bright and happy future!
Especially our own Madalyn Merigian!

15 Main St, Wilbraham, MA 01095 1-800-334-1260
www.nepm.com facebook.com/asi.nepm

Congratulations 
Class of 2023!

“The biggest adventure 
you can take is 

to live the life of your dreams.”
Oprah Winfrey

New England 
Promotional Marketing

Be Memorable

GRADUATION from page 1

Congratulations



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESJune 8, 2023 Page 11

Superintendent John Provost, speaking during the 
Minnechaug graduation ceremony on June 2. 

Class speaker & Salutatorian Nikolas Supczak in 
Symphony Hall on June 2. 

413-566-8015
COME DINE WITH US!

Gourmet Pizzas • Grinders
Giant Calzones • Seafood
Salads • Wings & More

GIO’S LOUNGE
Beer - Wine - Spirits - Cocktails
Extended Hours for Lounge

Keno & Lottery Available

9 Allen St., • Hampden Mini Mall • Hampden, MA (413) 566-8015
                                  | www.giospizzeria.com

Visit Our Website to Enroll In Our
NEW CUSTOMER LOYALTY REWARDS PROGRAM!

CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL THE GRADUATES
ESPECIALLY OUR OWN 
GUISEPPE CIRILLO!

“Cheese” the Day!

Open Wed.-Sun.
CLOSED MON. & TUES.  

1 Allen Street 
Hampden, MA
413-566-8324

di Hampden House

FULL SERVICE HOME CATERING AVAILABLE
FOR YOUR GRADUATION PARTY!

See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu

lacucinahampden.com
Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm

Fri. & Sat 11:30am-10pm
Sun. 11:30am-9pm

Congratulations to our own Matt, Emma, 
Juliette, Grace, Cameron, Jillian & Bayla

L O U N G E  O P E N 
&  P I Z Z A  7  D AY S

WELL DONE CLASS OF

Here’s to a sweet ending and a new beginning!
CONGRATULATONS 

GRADUATES, 
especially 

Madison Silva, Olivia Pelletier & Zachary Ranck

25 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 01036
413-566-5376  •  mtviewrestaurant.com

Your 
friends 

at

Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed. 8:00-5:00 • Thurs. 12:00-8:00
70 Post Office Park, Suite 7006, Wilbraham, MA 01095

www.wilbrahamdentalassociates.com  413-279-2016

From Your Friends At

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!
We wish you continued success & happiness! 

Class President Patrick 
Cowles, speaking during 
the graduation ceremony. 

Principal Steve Hale at Minnechaug’s graduation on 
June 2.  (Staff photos by Dalton Zbierski)

Congratulations
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264 N Main St. Unit 12, East Longmeadow, MA

413-687-4339
Heidi.Pafumi@raveis.com

Heidi 
Pafumi

Realtor®

Sellers,
It’s Time to Seas the Market!

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

Bib #25 Logan Walsh leads the pack down Main Street in Wilbraham on Saturday, June 3. 
He was the eventual winner of Rice’s 5K Road Race. (Photo courtesy of Peter Camyre) 

On Saturday, June 3 in 
Wilbraham... Logan Walsh crosses 

the finish line to win Rice’s 5K 
Road Race for the second year in 

a row. He completed the course in 
16:26:90. 

(Photo courtesy of Peter Camyre) 

Readers are encouraged to send 
in medium to high resolution 

photos for this page by e-mail to 
dzbierski@turley.com or mail to 

TIMES, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Please note that if you send 
us a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 

background. Examples:
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain.

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Pioneer Valley Financial Group’s managing partners, Edward Sokolowski, Kelly Haber 
and Karen Nogueira presented Rick’s Place, Inc. with a donation of $5,000 following 
the nonprofit’s expansion to Westfield. Rick’s Place compassionately supports 
grieving children, teens and their families through facilitated peer activities, school-
based programs and community outreach. (Photo courtesy of Jocelyn Walker) 

Carmen Santos and Zaneta Grasakis from PNCU dropped off this raffle basket last 
Friday to Wilbraham Police Officer Mike Cygan. The raffle basket will be raffled off at 
their 6th Annual Wilbraham Police Relief Association Golf Tournament on June 9. (Photo 
courtesy of PNCU) 
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264 N Main St. Unit 12, East Longmeadow, MA

413-687-4339
Heidi.Pafumi@raveis.com

Heidi 
Pafumi

Realtor®

Sellers,
It’s Time to Seas the Market!

Bib #25 Logan Walsh leads the pack down Main Street in Wilbraham on Saturday, June 3. 
He was the eventual winner of Rice’s 5K Road Race. (Photo courtesy of Peter Camyre) 

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

Community Bulletin Board

Send us in your announcements!
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, please keep it to less than 
50 words. Please send to dzbierski@turley.com

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Melissa Carreira (of 
Wilbraham) and her Son 
Maddox cross the finish 
line in Rice’s 5K Road Race 
on Saturday June 3. 
(Photo courtesy of Proud Uncle 
Peter Camyre) 

We love you! 
Love, Mom, Dad, Nicholas, Anthony, and Stanlee

Peter Manolakis submitted this photo of a 
Snapping Turtle laying eggs at 15 Brookside 
Circle in Wilbraham. 

Peter Manolakis submitted this photo of a deer and her 
calf in Wilbraham. 

Happy 14th Birthday 
Annabella! 
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From your friends at

757 Main Street
Wilbraham, MA 01095-2627

413-596-4002

OPEN
6am Daily 
7 Days a 
Week!

RICE RICE 
FRUIT FARMFRUIT FARM

Kyler
Julian
Tyrique
Sean

Moira
Molly
Emmy

Gracie
Alexis
Sydney
Maggie

Your Success is
BIG NEWS!
We are very

proud of you!
From your friends at

Y O U R  H O M E T O W N  N E W S P A P E R

The Wilbraham-Hampden

TIMES
Dedicated to Improving the Quality of Life in the Communities We Serve

Congratulations, Class of 2015!
Country Bank is happy for you and  

proud of all you’ve accomplished so far.  
As you move onto greater challenges,  

remember that your community bank stands 
beside you. Make your dreams come true.

countrybank.com • 800.322.8233
Belchertown • Brimfield • Charlton • Leicester • Ludlow • Palmer • Paxton 

Ware • West Brookfield • Wilbraham

MEMBER FDIC
MEMBER DIF 

Congratulations, Class of 2023!

Belchertown • Brimfield • Charlton • Leicester • Ludlow • Palmer
Paxton • Ware • West Brookfield • Wilbraham • Worcester

A total of 228 students graduated from Minnechaug Regional High School as part of the Class of 2023 on June 2. 

2341 Boston Road, Wilbraham • 413-599-1717
Tues-Fri 10 - 5 • Sat 10-4

www.scentedgardengifts.com
    @TheScentedGarden             @ScentedGardenWilbraham

2023

Pediatric & 
adolescent Medicine

2207 Boston Rd.
Wilbraham, MA 01095

(413) 599-1201

35 Turkey Hill Rd.
Belchertown, MA 01007

(413) 599-1201

Fax (413) 596-2940 

www.PAMcares.com

Gary J. Nielan, M.D.
Amy C. Kasper, M.D.
Kimberly J. Martins, M.D.
Kimberly A. Dewey, M.D.
Priya S. Malik, M.D.
Thirza C. Lareau, M.D.
Deanna Tocco, M.D.
Melissa Maciborski, M.D.
Rachel McKenna, N.P.
Solmaz Masoudi, P.A.
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413-271-1020
Eastwood Park

2141 Boston Road, Wilbraham

Congratulations
Minnechaug 2023

graduates.
Best wishes for
a bright future.

Congratulations Class of 2023

2399 Boston Road
Wilbraham, MA 01095

(413) 596-3111
Fax (413) 596-9072

Executive Director - Dennis Lopata

           Wilbraham Tire
           & Auto Service, Inc.
2694 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA • 596-3886

Providing quality products and superior service 
to keep you on the move.

Congratulations
Class of 2023!

Drive Safe!

Congratulations
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We are so proud 
and excited for you 
to start your new 
adventure!!
We love you! 

Love, Mom, Liam
& family 

Congratulations

Jenna Gleason!

Congratulations

Reese!
We are 

so proud of you.
Your future 

is bright.
Wishing you

happiness
and success

 in all 
you do.

Congratulations 
Taryn Grozio

on graduating with 
highest honors 

from Minnechaug! 
We are 

so proud of you 
and excited 

to see 
you shine at 

Clemson University!

Love, Mom, Dad, 
Breslin & Harlowe

Sunday & Monday  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Closed
Tuesday-Thursday  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .11am-9pm
Friday-Saturday .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .11am-10pm

WE
DELIVER!

1 CRANE PARK • WILBRAHAM • (413) 279-3303

CONGRATULATIONS 
to all the graduates 
especially our own 

Gage, Anita & Kaitlyn!

Auto, Home, Business & Life Insurance

32 Somers Road, Hampden, MA • 413-566-0028
128 Main Street, Monson, MA • 413-267-3495

www.richardgreeninsurance.com
email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

Know that your 
best days are 
always ahead

Congratulations to the 
MRHS Graduates!

413-596-2593 • Fax: 413-596-5553
www.scatolini-insurance.com
Email: info@scatolini-insurance.com
In-Office Notary Service Offered

Scatolini Insurance
Agency, Inc.
Personal & Commerical Insurance

We are very 
proud of all 
you have 
accomplished 
and wish 
you luck 
and a great 
future at 
Framingham 
State 
University.

CONGRATULATIONS
Cassandra TothCassandra Toth

With All our Hearts,
Love Mom and Todd♥♥♥

Cameron Gray  
We are 
so proud of 
you and can’t 
wait to see 
where life 
takes you. 

Love 
Mom, Dad 
and Gillian

The D  Studioance
35 Post Office Park,

Wilbraham, MA
413-596-0121

www.thedancestudio.co

Congratulations 
Graduates!

LIVE, LOVE 
& DANCE 

THROUGH 
LIFE!

85 Post Office Park, Suite 8524, Wilbraham, MA
trombleyassociates.com  ❘  596-6992

2023

Congratulations 
Graduates! 
Never forget that 
there is nothing 
you can’t accomplish 
when you
believe in yourself.

Mike Trombley, 
Owner, 
Retired MLB Player
Barbara Trombley,
Owner, CPA

Principal Steve Hale hugs his son Joseph, who graduated on June 2. (Courtesy photos) 

Minnechaug Class of 2023 graduate Arianna Alves was 
with Beth Morin, her fifth-grade teacher at Soule Road 
School, who she invited to graduation on June 2. (Courtesy 
photo) 

Congratulations
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HAMPDEN/WILBRAHAM – On June 1, HWRSD One 
Book One Community revealed its 2023 Book selection – 
“The Lemonade War”, by Jacqueline Davies. Students in 
grades K-5 in the district received a copy of the book, gener-
ously donated by LUSO Federal Credit Union. Along with 
the book, students were given a bookmark and flyers with 
information about all of the summer programming. 

Families are invited to participate in a story walk at 
Thayer Brook, take and make craft activities at the Wil-
braham Public Library and weekly raffles at the Hampden 
Free Public Library throughout the summer. One Book One 
Community will host booths at various events, including the 
Main Street Farmer’s Market, the Peach Blossom Festival, 
and the Bushel of Fun Fest at Fern Valley. 

Additionally, children can take part in a “Game of Life” 

scavenger hunt; completed game cards can be submitted at 
LUSO Federal Credit Union for a chance to win one of five 
great prizes. Rice Fruit Farm will give one free kiddie ice 
cream to any child who completes the money management 
bingo game, which is included in the flyer packet. In Oc-
tober, the author of the book, Jacqueline Davies, will visit 
all elementary schools in the Hampden Wilbraham School 
District. 

For a full list of summer activities and a summary of The 
Lemonade War, please visit One Book One Community’s 
website: https://sites.google.com/hwrsd.org/onebook. 

One Book One Community reveals 2023 book and summer programming

(Photo courtesy of Jennifer Iverson) (Photo courtesy of Jennifer Iverson)

(Photo courtesy of Jennifer Iverson)

(Photo courtesy of Megan Harrigan) (Photo courtesy of Megan Harrigan)

(Photo courtesy of Megan Harrigan)

(Photo courtesy of Megan Harrigan)

spotlight
HOMETOWN

WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

413-244-1943
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

Affordable Waste SolutionsAffordable Waste Solutions
Your Hometown Provider for 

Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades
New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 • www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,  
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and 

everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

MASSAGE THERAPIST
Lisa Bernardini, LMT
2703 Boston Road
Wilbraham, MA 01095

(413) 222-2147
Now Accepting New Clients
lisabernardini.amtamembers.com Healing Hands

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR
GREAT SERVICE

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm

Sun. closed

2 Convenient 
Locations

413-736-5476  •  parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

Ask about 
special pricing 

for first 
responders

15% OFF 
DRY CLEANING 

when you 
pre-pay!

Pretty Picky People Pick Park Cleaners

Ask about special pricing for first responders and our pre-pay discount

413-279-3222  •  parkcleaners413.com

Family 
Owned And Operated 

Since 1935

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

• We now offer Wash & Fold service on premise.  
• Dry Cleaning
• Laundered Shirts
• Fancy Dresses & Gowns

• Comforters & Draperies 
• Tablecloths & Napkins
• Minor Repairs & Alterations
• Pick-up & Delivery to home or office. 

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am-6 pm, Sat. 9 am - 3 pm

464 Main Street, Wilbraham
Mon. - Fri. 8am – 4pm, Sat. 9am – 1pm

2 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

Get To Know 
Our 

Great Service
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SPORTS
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

CHICOPEE—A decade ago, 
the Agawam boys’ volleyball team 
defeated Ludlow High School in 
the Western Mass. finals before 
capturing the state championship 
title for the first time in school 
history with a 3-1 victory over 
Milford High School in the state 
finals. 

Agawam was also the Western 
Mass. champions the next year, but 
they had to wait nine years before 
celebrating another championship 
title on the volleyball court. 

The top-seeded Brownies 
didn’t have very much trouble dis-
patching North Division rival and 
second-seeded Minnechaug Re-
gional, 3-0, (25-13, 25-15, 25-16) 
in the 2023 Western Mass. Class 
B finals, which took place inside 
Chicopee Comp’s Herbert H. Cur-
ry Gymnasium, last Saturday af-
ternoon. 

“We haven’t won the Western 
Mass. title since 2014, so it feels 
very good to finally win it,” said 
Agawam senior Daniel Yovenko. 

“We didn’t have a volleyball sea-
son when I was freshman because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. We 
were a brand new team in my 
sophomore year, and we worked 
very hard to rebuild this program 
from the ground up. We did come 
very close to winning the Western 
Mass. title last year.”       

A year ago, the Brownies 
squeaked out a 3-2 win over the 
Minnechaug Falcons in the West-
ern Mass. semifinals before los-
ing to Ludlow, 3-1, in the finals at 
Holyoke High School.  

“After losing in last year’s 
Western Mass. final, we came into 
this season with some extra moti-
vation,” added Yovenko, who led 
his team in this year’s champion-
ship match with 16 kills, along 
with five digs, and three aces. “We 
won today’s match as a team, and 
it feels ten times better.” 

Yovenko’s older brother, Ben, 
was also a member of the Brown-
ies boys’ volleyball team a couple 
of years ago.

“My older brother wasn’t able 
to win a championship title when 
he was in high school,” Yovenko 

said. “His uniform number was 
15 and I also wear the same num-
ber. I looked up to him when I was 
younger.”    

The other seniors listed on the 
Agawam varsity roster are Carson 
Asselin, Colin Jorgenson, Antoine 
Poulin, Dan Fronchkevich, Colin 
La, and Nick Uschmann, who’s a 
first-year member of the volley-
ball team. Uschmann also reached 
double digits with 10 kills in the 
Western Mass. final.

“This is a very big win for our 
program,” said Kevin Pender, who 
won his first championship title 
as the Agawam boys’ varsity vol-
leyball coach. “I was an assistant 
coach when we won back-to-back 
Western Mass. titles in 2013 and 
2014. We won the state title for the 
first time in 2013. We’re also co-
league champions with Westfield 
this year.”     

The Brownies (18-2) advanced 
into the championship match fol-
lowing a 3-0 semifinal home win 
against fourth-seeded Ludlow, 
who are also members of the North 

Falcons fall to Brownies 
in WMass final

WEST SPRINGFIELD 
– The Minnechaug girls la-
crosse team fell to Long-
meadow 16-2 in the finals 
of the Class A Western 
Mass. Tournament held last 
Wednesday at West Spring-
field High School. Min-
nechaug got two goals in the 
match from Jayme Cerasuo-
lo. The Falcons moved into 
the state tournament, defeat-
ing Nauset in the Round of 
32.

Minnechaug turned away by Longmeadow

Samantha Moore makes a pass 
from behind the goal.

Rylee Welch makes the catch on 
a pass.

Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
The Minnechaug girls were the runners-up in the Class A Western Mass. Championship game last 
Wednesday.

Jayme Cerasuolo 
looks to get around 
an opponent and 
shoot.

Kaliana Gagnon 
looks to pick up 

the low ball.

Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Benjamin Wilson reaches back for a spike.Please see FALCONS, page 17
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WEST SPRINGFIELD – Earlier this season, Min-
nechaug boys lacrosse got some huge momentum when 
it defeated league rival Longmeadow in a rare regular 
match. Lightning did not strike twice for the Falcons in 
a 10-6 loss to the Lancers in the finals of the Class A 
Western Mass. Tournament held last Wednesday at West 
Springfield High School. In the defeat, Isaiah Kozub and 
Matt Beaudin had two goals each and Charlie Hartin 
added a goal and two assists. The Falcons moved on to 
face North Middlesex in the first round of the state tour-
nament.

Chaug can’t repeat win over Lancers

Isaiah Kozub makes his way up the field.David Noel makes a pass on the run. Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Nicholas Boudreau rears back for a pass.
Matthew Wurszt holds the ball back as he heads into 
traffic. Matthew Beaudin looks to make a move.

WOBURN  –  Registration for 
the 41st  annual Bay State Sum-
mer Games is now open. The 2023 
Summer Games will include thirty 
sports with competitions from June 
3 to July 29 at venues throughout 
eastern and central Massachusetts 
including Game On in Fitchburg, 
Boston Sports Institute in Welles-
ley, Union Point Sports Complex 
in Weymouth, and New England 
Sports Center in Marlborough. Bay 
State Games participants range 
in age from 5 to over age 75 and 
represent more than 300 Massa-
chusetts communities as well as 
surrounding New England States in 
some sports. From grassroots par-
ticipants to accomplished amateur 
athletes, the Bay State Games pro-
vide opportunities for the athlete in 
all of us.

Eight high school showcase 
sports will take place for a variety 
of sports, including baseball, bas-
ketball, field hockey, ice hockey, 
lacrosse, soccer, softball, and vol-
leyball. Athletes currently in grade 
8-11 who live or go to school in 
Massachusetts are eligible to attend 
regional tryouts during the month 
of June. These tryouts will deter-

mine teams representing the vari-
ous regions of the Commonwealth 
that will compete against each other 
in July. Check each sport page for 
specific eligibility requirements.

The Summer Games include a 
wide variety of individual sports 
including swimming, track & field, 
figure skating, pickleball, wres-
tling, weightlifting, archery, judo, 
badminton, and more. These sports 
are open to a wide range of ages and 
skill levels from youth participants 
to masters-aged athletes. Adaptive 
sport divisions in archery, swim-
ming, and track & field are offered, 
as well. Bay State Games also orga-
nizes tournaments for pre-existing 
teams in girls lacrosse, rugby, and 
6v6 field hockey.

The 2023 Summer Games will 
feature Game On in Fitchburg as 
the host venue for 8 sports. Bay 
State Games expects 1,500 athletes 
and their families to attend com-
petitions at Game On during the 
second week of July. “We are ex-
cited to expand the roster of sports 
being held at Game On this year,” 
said Kevin Cummings, Executive 
Director of the Bay State Games. 
“This state-of-the-art facility al-

lows us to enhance the athlete and 
spectator experience and provide a 
true Olympic-style multi-sport at-
mosphere for our participants.”

An additional feature in 2023 is 
that in over a dozen sports, athletes 
who win a gold, silver, or bronze 
medal at the 2023 Bay State Games 
will qualify to participate in the 
2024 State Games of America in 
San Diego, California. The State 
Games of America feature more 
than 8,000 athletes from over 30 
different state games programs na-
tionwide. To see the list of qualify-
ing sports, please visit www.state-
gamesofamerica.com.

In addition to sports program-
ming, Bay State Games offer col-
lege scholarships, a sportsmanship 
initiative, college internship oppor-
tunities, and a High School Ambas-
sador program.

For more information on all 
sports in the 2023 Summer Games, 
links to online registration, and in-
formation on other programs, go 
to www.baystategames.org.

For questions, email  info@
baystategames.org or call 781-932-
6555.

Registration open for 2023 Bay State Games Opening weekend 
for Blue Sox

HOLYOKE - The Valley Blue Sox return to MacKenzie Sta-
dium next week, with their first home game on Thursday, June 
8 at 6:35 p.m. The team will then have three more home games 
June 9, 10, and 11. There will be a special promotion for all fans 
who attend all 4 home games this coming weekend.

The team announced that any fans who attend all four games 
June 8-11 will receive their choice of either four flex tickets to 
any of the remaining home games this season, or early access to 
a new Blue Sox T-shirt before they go on sale. Fans will receive 
a punch card on Opening Night that will be filled in with dif-
ferent colored stickers at each game until all four are collected 
after the weekend.

On Opening Night the team will be facing the Bristol Blues 
and giving away magnet schedules. The following night, Friday 
June 9 at 6:35 p.m. vs. the Ocean State Wolves, the team will 
be hosting Isenberg Night, and giving away T-shirts sponsored 
by Isenberg School of Management. The first 100 UMass stu-
dents to show their UCard upon entry will receive a voucher for 
one free meal and drink. Saturday June 10 at 6:35 p.m. vs. the 
North Shore Navigators, Boston Beer Co. will be sponsoring a 
Dogfish Tasting night, and fans will be able to enter a Red Sox/
Sam Adams bench raffle. Finally on Sunday June 11 at 3 p.m. 
vs. the Martha’s Vineyard Sharks, the City of Holyoke will be 
celebrating its 150th Anniversary with the team.

Fans are encouraged to come show their support for the start 
of the new season, and the Blue Sox look forward to seeing fans 
back at MacKenzie Stadium next Thursday.
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Division.   
“Ludlow is a talented volleyball 

team and we needed to play well in 
order to beat them the other night,” 
Pender said. “It was also nice beat-
ing Ludlow, especially after losing to 
them in last year’s final. This has been 
a very special season for us.”

The last time that Minnechaug 
(10-10) won the Western Mass. title 
was in 2008. They also won both the 
Western Mass. and state titles four 
years earlier. 

The Falcons defeated third-seed-
ed Longmeadow, 3-2, in this year’s 
semifinal match, which took place on 
their home court.

“This was the first time that any 
of us had played in the Western Mass. 
finals,” said Minnechaug senior 
tri-captain Chris Zayas, who’ll be a 
freshman at Westfield State Univer-
sity in the fall. “It was a good expe-

rience, but we didn’t play our best 
match of the season. We needed to 
play our best to win this match.”  

Junior Ben Wilson and senior 
Amar Gamidov are also captains for 
the Falcons.

The other Minnechaug seniors are 
Jared Laliberte, Alex Tirabassi, and 
Will St. John.  

Minnechaug head coach Josh 
Griffith wasn’t available for comment 
following the match. 

The Falcons held a 1-0 lead in the 
opening set before the Brownies built 
a double digit lead (14-4) with the 
help of a 12-2 run. 

A kill by Yovenko gave the 
Brownies a commanding 19-7 lead. 

The Falcons scored three unan-
swered points and closed the gap to 
20-10 following a kill by Gamidov.   

Agawam held onto the lead and 
entered the second set with a 1-0 lead 
in the match.

“Winning the first set was huge 
for us,” Yovenko said. “It set the tone 
for the rest of the match.” 

 The Brownies held the lead from 
start to finish in the second set. 

Minnechaug was trailing, 23-9 
before reeling off five consecutive 
points with Tirabassi handling the 
serving duties. The Falcons sliced the 
deficit to 24-15 before the Brownies 
won the final point of the second set.  

The score was tied several times 
at the beginning of the third set before 
the Brownies took a 14-7 lead with 
the help of an 11-3 run. 

“We did put-together a couple 
of big runs in today’s match,” Pend-
er said. “It’s something that doesn’t 
happen very often, especially against 
a good team like Minnechaug. We 
never took our foot off the gas pedal.”   

The Brownies never looked back 
after that, as their nine year champi-
onship drought came to an end. 

Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Amar Gamidov looks to spike the ball over the opponent.

Tristen Hottin gets the bump.
Christopher Zayas goes to his right to keep the ball 
in play.

Hunter LaDouceur goes for the set.
ChaugVolE

HISTORICAL from page 15

HOLYOKE – The Valley Blue Sox is still searching 
for a few host families for the 2023 season.

To be a host family, all you need is a private room 
for the player to stay in, food options, and access to a 
kitchen. 

In return, 2023 volunteer host families will receive:
• Free general admission to all Valley Blue Sox 

home and away games
• Food vouchers for every home game
• Transportation and ticket free to the Boston Red 

Sox game on June 12
• Free clinics for any household member ages 6-13
• Special Host Family recognition event
• 40% discount on all merchandise
• Season-long access to our live-game radio
• Access to our fan bus to an away game to be de-

termined
If you are interested in being a host family, please 

contact mattd@valleybluesox.com for more informa-
tion.

Campus 
N o t e s

Springfield College 
recognizes local Dean’s 
List Students for the 
2023 Spring Semester

SPRINGFIELD – Springfield College rec-
ognizes the following local students for being 
named to the Dean’s List for academic excel-
lence for the 2023 spring semester:

Hampden
Jacob Bailey. Bailey has a primary major of 

Psychology.
Tim Connors. Connors has a primary major 

of Criminal Justice.
Connor Joyce. Joyce has a primary major of 

Exer Sci / Applied ES.
Sophia Varelakis. Varelakis has a primary ma-

jor of Business Management.
Wilbraham

Kelsey Allard. Allard has a primary major of 
Health Sci / Pre-PT.

Francesca Bongiorni. Bongiorni has a prima-
ry major of Health Care Management.

Catharine Brennan. Brennan has a primary 
major of Health Sci / Pre-PA.

Sarah Champagne. Champagne has a primary 
major of Sports Biology.

Audriana Croteau. Croteau has a primary ma-
jor of Health Science.

Gianna DeRose. DeRose has a primary major 
of Psychology.

Emma Delamarter. Delamarter has a primary 
major of Health Sci / Pre-PT.

Scott Dunbar II. Dunbar II has a primary ma-
jor of Accounting.

Frank Gulluni. Gulluni has a primary major 
of Sport Management.

Amanda Hitchcock. Hitchcock has a primary 
major of English.

Jennifer Holstrom. Holstrom has a primary 
major of Business Management.

Jacob Long. Long has a primary major of 
Sport Management.

Olivia Long. Long has a primary major of 
Sport Management.

Joe Manning. Manning has a primary major 
of Sport Management.

Joseph Maurer. Maurer has a primary major 
of Sport Management.

Ryan McConnell. McConnell has a primary 
major of Exer Sci / Applied ES.

Abigail Roebuck. Roebuck has a primary ma-
jor of English.

Madison Roy. Roy has a primary major of 
Health Sci / Pre-PA.

Jessica Semanie. Semanie has a primary ma-
jor of Psychology.

Maggie Skorka. Skorka has a primary major 
of Education.

Samantha VanZandt. VanZandt has a primary 
major of Business Management.

More campus notes on page 7

Trebbe of Hampden 
awarded degree from 
Salve Regina University

NEWPORT, RI – Nora Trebbe of Hampden 
was awarded a bachelor of science degree in Biol-
ogy during Salve Regina University’s 73rd com-
mencement.

Salve Regina President Kelli Armstrong con-
ferred 804 degrees in total during the ceremony, 
including 589 bachelor’s degrees, 207 master’s 
degrees and eight doctoral degrees.

Blue Sox in need of host families

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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ESTATE SALE
11 CALVIN  STREET CHICOPE 
June 10 & 11 8 AM - 4 PM no early 
birds please

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $180.00
Seasoned cut & split $270.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
PIANO BENCH LEATHER AD-
JUSTABLE EBONY $90.00 Bo-
gen professional 3001 tripod $75.00
Real wicker 2 chairs 1 loveseat   
$125.00. Cuisinart insta-pot electric 
pressure cooker used once $75.00 
Husqvarna Viking Daisy sewing ma-
chine never used $85.00 (413)256-
1670

TAG SALE
DANA WOODS ANNUAL tag sale: 
Belchertown: George Hannum Rd off 
Rt 9 (turn at Stop & Shop) Children’s 
clothes, toys, furniture, housewares, 
tools and more! Saturday, June 
10th, 9:00am-3:00pm

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

CLEANING 
SERVICES

RELIABLE HOUSE CLEANING 
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE CLEANING 
AND ORGANIZING. EXCELLENT 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE CALL 
(413) 455-9633

ELECTRICIAN
DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING Lawn 
mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups, 
mulching, pruning. Holyoke, South 
Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and Am-
herst. Call 413-536-3697.

ELECTRIFIED LANDSCAP-
ING AND TREE SERVICE CALL 
(413)799-5686

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING 
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Spring clean-up and lawn repair
Weekly mowing and 
yard maintenance

Landscape installation and restoration
Shrub trimming, pruning, 

and mulching
Call or text 413-266-9975

Insured - Commercial and Residential

S&S LANDSCAPING  
Residential and Commercial

Yard clean ups, lawn mowing, lawn 
repair, fertilizing, mulch, stone, hedge 
trimming, planting.

Free estimates, Fully licensed
 and insured.

You’ll like us mower
413-240-1992

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

TUNE-UPS

PART TIME SECRETARY FOR 
SMALL AGAWAM OFFICE NEED 
TO BE ORGANIZED WITH ATTEN-
TION TO DETAIL REPLY TO bab-
co321@comcast.net

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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PUBLIC NOTICES
WILBRAHAM 

PLANNING BOARD
The Wilbraham Planning 

Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, 
June 28, 2023, at 6:00 PM 
in the Town Office Building, 
240 Springfield Street, on 
the application of Marcel 
Verdon for a Special Permit 
to exceed the size limita-
tions in Sections 3.9.2.2 
and 4.4.8 of the Wilbraham 
Zoning By-Law to allow 
the construction of a 1,500 
square foot accessory build-
ing on property owned by the 
applicant at 23 Pine Drive as 
shown on plans on file in the 
Planning Office and posted 
for public viewing on the 
Planning Board page of the 
Town of Wilbraham web-
site at www.wilbraham-ma.
gov/123/Planning-Board. 
Both in person and virtu-
al participation are avail-
able. To participate virtu-
ally go to https://meet.goto.
com/591126677 or call 866-
899-4679 (Access Code: 591-
126-677).

John McCloskey
Chair

06/08, 06/15/2023

WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD
The Wilbraham Planning 

Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, 
June 28, 2023, at 5:45 PM 
in the Town Office Building, 
240 Springfield Street, on 
the application of Mathew 
Peters for a Special Permit 
to exceed the size limitations 
in Sections 3.9.2.2 and 4.4.8 
of the Wilbraham Zoning 
By-Law to allow the con-
struction of a 1,536 square 
foot accessory building on 
property owned by the appli-
cant at 25 Bennett Road as 
shown on plans on file in the 
Planning Office and posted 
for public viewing on the 
Planning Board page of the 
Town of Wilbraham web-
site at www.wilbraham-ma.
gov/123/Planning-Board. 
Both in person and virtu-
al participation are avail-
able. To participate virtu-
ally go to https://meet.goto.
com/591126677 or call 866-
899-4679 (Access Code: 591-
126-677).

John McCloskey
Chair

06/08, 06/15/2023

PUBLIC NOTICE
This ad is pursuant to MA 

Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A 
as of June 23, 2023 the fol-
lowing motor vehicle will be 
for sale to satisfy a garage 
keepers lien:

2017 Hyundai Elantra
VIN: 5NPD74LF8HH212762
COLOR:   Silver 
LKO: Deborah Magill 
53 Champlain Ave
Indian Orchard MA

R & S Assoc. Inc.
Wilbraham MA

413-596-4374
06/08, 06/15, 06/22/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
Probate and Family Court 
Docket No. HD22P1951GD

In the interests of 
Jayden A Bortz 

of Wilbraham, MA  
Minor

NOTICE AND ORDER:
Petition for Resignation 

or Petition for Removal of 
Guardianship of a Minor

NOTICE TO ALL 
INTERESTED PARTIES

1. Hearing Date/Time: 
A hearing on a Petition 
to Resign as Guardian of 
a Minor or Petition for 
Removal of Guardian of 
a filed by Stephenie L. 
Joley  on 03/15/2023 will be 
held 06/22/2023 08:30 AM 
Guardianship of Minor 
Hearing Located 50 State St, 
4th Floor, Springfield, MA 
01103

2. Response to Petition: 
You may respond by fil-
ing a written response to 
the Petition or by appearing 
in person at the hearing. If 
you choose to file a written 
response, you need to:

File the original with the 
Court; and

Mail a copy to all interest-
ed parties at least five (5) busi-
ness days before the hearing.

3. Counsel for the Minor: 
The minor (or an adult on 
behalf of the minor) has the 
right to request that counsel be 
appointed for the minor.

4. Presence of the Minor 
at Hearing: A minor over age 
14 has the right to be pres-
ent at any hearing, unless the 
Court finds that it is not in the 
minor’s best interests.
Date: May 25, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

06/08/2023

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

Date:  06/08/2023
The owner or occupants of the following described parcels of 
land situated in the TOWN OF WILBRAHAM in the County 
of Hampden and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and 
the public, are hereby notified that the taxes thereon, severally 
assessed for the year(s), hereinafter specified, according to the 
list committed to me as the Collector/Treasurer for the TOWN 
OF WILBRAHAM by the Board of Assessors of said Town, 
remain unpaid and that said parcels of land will be taken for the 
TOWN OF WILBRAHAM on the 22nd day of June, 2023 at 
10AM for the principal and interest, if any, with all legal costs 
and charges thereon, unless the same shall be previously dis-
charged. All plans referred to are on file in the Assessor’s office.
 Barbara J. Hancock, CMMC, CMMT

Collector/Treasurer
Property Location:   57 Bartlett Avenue
Assessed to:   Estate of Beverly R Gore
Subsequent Owner:  Daniel L Gore

 Levy Year Taxes Asses. Liens
 2021 $2,862.63 0.00 0.00

 Grand Total: $2,862.63

Description of Parcel: A parcel of land with any buildings, 
thereon, containing about 14000 sq. feet being described as 
MAP: 400 BLOCK: 57 LOT: 97 listed in BOOK: 23743 on 
PAGE: 226 at the Hampden County Registry of Deeds.

-----------------------------------------------------------------

Property Location: 12 Hunter Street
Assessed to:   Chad R Farnham

 Levy Year Taxes Asses. Liens
 2021 $   155.35 0.00 0.00

 Grand Total: $155.35

Description of Parcel: A parcel of land with any buildings, 
thereon, containing about 10000 sq. feet being described as 
MAP: 5700 BLOCK: 12 LOT: 2301 listed in BOOK: 9130 on 
PAGE: 323 at the Hampden County Registry of Deeds.

-----------------------------------------------------------------

Property Location: 16V Hunter Street
Assessed to: Chad Farnham

 Levy Year Taxes Asses. Liens
 2021 $   181.26 0.00 0.00

 Grand Total: $181.26

Description of Parcel:  A parcel of land with any buildings, 
thereon, containing about 17500 sq. feet being described as 
MAP: 5700 BLOCK: 16 LOT: 2302 listed in BOOK: 19414 on 
PAGE: 396 at the Hampden County Registry of Deeds.

----------------------------------------------------------------

Property Location: 3114 Boston Road
Assessed to: Brian S Machia & Mary Ellen Machia

 Levy Year Taxes Asses. Liens
 2021 $1,130.27 0.00  0.00

 Grand Total: $1,130.27

Description of Parcel:  A parcel of land with any buildings, 
thereon, containing about 41382 sq. feet being described as 
MAP: 1150 BLOCK: 577 LOT: 692 listed in BOOK: 6513 on 
PAGE: 142 at the Hampden County Registry of Deeds. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------

Property Location:  105V Stony Hill Road 
Assessed to:   Kiley Skinner

 Levy Year Taxes Asses. Liens
 2021 $    32.99 0.00 0 . 0 0  
Grand Total:  $ 32.99

Description of Parcel: A parcel of land with any buildings, 
thereon, containing about 1030 sq. feet being described as 
MAP: 11150 BLOCK: 103 LOT: 4757 listed in BOOK: 22563 
on PAGE: 138 at the Hampden County Registry of Deeds.

-----------------------------------------------------------------

Property Location: 49 Glenn Drive
Assessed to: James J Szmyt & 
  AnneMarie Matosky Szmyt
Subsequent Owner:  Anne Marie Szmyt

 Levy Year Taxes Asses. Liens
 2021 $   157.97 0.00  0.00

 Grand Total: $157.97

Description of Parcel: A parcel of land with any buildings, 
thereon, containing about 21000 sq. feet described as MAP: 
4800 BLOCK: 49 LOT: 2054 listed in BOOK: 23301 on 
PAGE: 480 at the Hampden County Registry of Deeds.

-----------------------------------------------------------------

Property Location: 30V Church Lane
Assessed Owner: David P Radebaugh & 
  Barbara M Radebaugh

 Levy Year Taxes Asses. Liens
 2021  $   88.27 0.00 0.00

 Grand Total: $88.27

Description of Parcel: A parcel of land with any building, 
thereon, containing about 10 acres being described as MAP: 
2600 BLOCK: 30 LOT: 1231 listed in BOOK: 2884 on PAGE: 
370 at the Hampden County Registry of Deeds.

-----------------------------------------------------------------

Property Location: 930 Stony Hill Road
Assessed Owner:  David P Radebaugh & 
  Barbara M Radebaugh

 Levy Year Taxes Asses. Liens
 2021 $ 172.43  0.00 0.00

 Grand Total: $172.43

Description of Parcel: A parcel of land with any building, 
thereon, containing about 13.94 acres being described as MAP: 
11150 BLOCK: 678 LOT: 5007 listed in BOOK: CERT on 
PAGE: 10599 at the Hampden County Registry of Deeds.

-----------------------------------------------------------------

Property Location: 560V Springfield Street
Assessed Owner: Frank R Saia
Subsequent Owner: Estate of Frank R Saia

 Levy Year Taxes Asses. Liens
 2021 $ 458.87 0.00 0.00

 Grand Total: $458.87

Description of Parcel: A parcel of land with any building, 
thereon, containing about 4.65 acres being described as MAP: 
11050 BLOCK: 262 LOT: 4625 listed in BOOK: CERT on 
PAGE: 34268 at the Hampden County Registry of Deeds.

06/08/2023

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Ludlow Self Storage
50% OFF 
Your 1st Month’s Rent
With This Coupon
(For New Customers Only) 

LOWEST 
PRICES IN 
THE AREA!

ludlowselfstorage.com
291 Moody St., Ludlow, MA

413-800-6022

18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches
Pine • Spruce • Hemlock • Cedar • Red, Black & Brown

Playground • Forest Blend • Topsoil • Seasoned Firewood

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982
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LOCAL 
KEYTONE 

PROMOTER
Save Up To 
25% OFF 

Retail Prices
Call DD 413-813-2391Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

Events&announcements scheduleannouncements schedule
Minnechaug Land Trust 
Annual Meeting

Monday, June 12, 2023, La Cucina Di 
Hampden House, 6 p.m.

HAMPDEN – The Minnechaug Land 
Trust is holding its 2023 Annual Meeting 
on Monday, June 12 and invites anyone 
interested in land conservation to attend.  
The evening begins with an informal get 
together at 6 p.m. and the annual meeting 
begins at 6:30 p.m. This is an opportunity 
to celebrate another year of land conser-
vation within the towns of Hampden and 
Wilbraham. We have been so encouraged 
by the continual trail usage our properties 
have seen in the past couple of years, es-
pecially during COVID. Unfortunately, in 
contrast, we have seen a significant drop 
in our membership numbers. To address 
this issue, we have been working hard to 
reconfigure our website and outreach ob-
jectives to encourage more people within 
the towns of Wilbraham and Hampden to 
join us in keeping the Land Trust alive.

In Wilbraham, we are close to pur-
chasing the land at the rear portion of the 
Cedar Ridge development on Stony Hill 
Road. These 60 acres border the Cedar 
Swamp and will allow us to expand the 
McDonald Nature Preserve. We were 
thrilled to receive a state LAND grant 
last fall which will help defray the cost 
of the purchase. And on June 3, the Elev-
enth Annual Run for Rice’s will be held. 
This fun family run helps to maintain the 
trails and fields of the popular Rice Na-
ture Preserve and helped fund the recent 
bog bridge installation at the beginning of 
the trail.  

The town of Hampden recently vot-
ed to set aside Community Preservation 
funds for the purchase of a 13-acre parcel 
on Walnut Road with river frontage adja-

cent to Minnechaug Mountain conserva-
tion land. In the coming years we plan to 
create multiuse trails that access the river 
and connect to the existing trail system on 
Minnechaug. We have also been focus-
ing efforts on maintenance of our exist-
ing properties including working with the 
town of Hampden to regrade the entrance 
of Mt. Vision and clearing invasive spe-
cies at the entrance of Minnechaug Moun-
tain. Several volunteer maintenance days 
have been held to clear existing trails, 
update kiosks, and build bog bridges over 
wet trails. 

Our volunteer Board members are 
passionate about the open areas of critical 
habitat that we conserve and maintain for 
the public to hike, walk, and view local 
species of plants and animals. If you are 
interested in becoming a member, you 
can join at our Annual Meeting or send 
your membership fee to the Minnechaug 
Land Trust, P.O. Box 455 Hampden MA 
01036.  The basic membership is only 
$15 but larger donations are appreciated.  
Your contribution helps maintain proper-
ties like Rice Nature Preserve, Goat Rock, 
Mt. Marcy, McDonald’s, Gleason’s and 
Minnechaug Mountain for the enjoyment 
of all. 

Old Post Road Orchestra to 
perform on June 16, 18

SPRINGFIELD – The Old Post Road 
Orchestra will be holding its final con-
certs of the season titled “Tales As Olde 
As Time”. Conductor Alexandria Black 
will delight audiences with selections 
from well-loved Disney movies, classic 
Looney Tunes and Studio Ghibli. Round-
ing out the program will be tried and true 
patriotic favorites. Concerts will be held 
on Friday, June 16, 7:30 p.m., Memorial 
Hall, 198 Main St., Monson and on Sun-

day, June 18, 3 p.m., Loomis Lakeside at 
Reed’s Landing, 807 Wilbraham Road, 
Springfield.  

Funding for the Monson concert pro-
vided in part by a grant from the Town 
of Monson Regional Economic Develop-
ment Organization and a grant from the 
Monson Cultural Council, a local agency, 
which is supported by the Mass Cultural 
Council, a state agency. 

Celebrate the Dads in your life and 
join OPRO for an entertaining musical 
experience.

Rotary Club is holding a 
Calendar Raffle

WILBRAHAM – The Wilbra-
ham-Hampden Rotary Club is holding 
another Calendar Raffle throughout the 
months of May and June to raise money 
for local community projects. Calendars 
will be on sale now through the end of 
June for $10 each and are available from 
any club member.

The raffle is different from the one 
held last fall in that only cash prizes will 
be awarded. Prizes will be awarded every 
day of the month of June. “There will be 
a winner every day. That gives every en-
try many chances to win,” announced club 
president Tracey Perry of Country Bank. 
To purchase a calendar contact Perry at 
413-627-2571 or email Happytral6@
gmail.com . All proceeds will be given 
back to the community through various 
service projects and scholarships.

 

Hampden
Senior Center Trips

HAMPDEN – A tribute to  Garth 
Brooks at the Log Cabin will entertain us 

on Wed, July 12 with your choice of Lob-
ster or Prime Rib for lunch all for only 
$85/pp. Payment deadline June 23. No 
bus, Self-Drive.

A great trip to The Aqua Turf Club on 
Tuesday, Aug 15th    for “Come Fly with 
Me”, a musical journey through the de-
cades;  coffee/donuts,  free drink, lunch, 
show & door prize, all for only $119/pp. 
Payment deadline Aug 1.

On Tuesday, Sept. 12,  start the day 
with a great lunch a Maggiano’s Little It-
aly in Boston; the Fun begins when you 
board your Boston Duck Boat for a fasci-
nating tour, including background info on 
the Ducks, Free Time in Quincy Market, 
all for only $140/pp. Payment deadline 
Aug. 29.

Any questions/for more info call Bob-
bi at 413-566-8271. 

Newport Playhouse  on Thursday, Sept. 
28 is offering a Hilarious play “Ghost of 
a Chance”, along with an All-u-Can-Eat 
Buffet and a second Cabaret Show, all for 
only $142/pp. Payment deadline Sept. 14.

Above prices based on a minimum of 
35 passengers; any questions/for more 
info call Bobbi at 413-566-8271

Healing Touch Spiritual 
Practices at Federated
Community Church

HAMPDEN – Healing Touch Spiri-
tual Practices will be offered on Wednes-
day evenings from 7-8 p.m. at Federat-
ed Community Church, 590 Main St. in 
Hampden. First come, first served. Do-
nations are accepted. Come and experi-
ence intentional prayer so that the spirit 
of healing may flow freely through your 
body. Please enter through the door in the 
back of the church – the group will meet 
on the second floor. 

Hampden Garden Club to 
host guest speaker June 15

HAMPDEN – Celebrating its 91st year, the Hampden 
Garden Club will host guest speaker Kassandra of Kas-
sandra Herbs Unlimited (located on Springfield Road in 
Somers, CT) at Academy Hall, located at 625 Main St., 
Hampden, on June 15 at 7 p.m. 

Since 1995, Kassandra has been growing, harvesting, 
storing and using herbs for medicinal purposes. She will 
be speaking on herbs and the various uses of them to help 
you and your family maintain good health. 

With questions, call Lil at 414-566-1137. The guest 
fee is $5. 

Soil testing to occur at 
the Wilbraham Farmer’s 
Market June 14 and 28

WILBRAHAM – On June 14 and 28, pH soil 
testing is being conducted by the Western MA Mas-
ter Gardeners from 2-4 p.m. at the Wilbraham Main 
Street Farmer’s Market, 500 Main St., Wilbraham. 
(in front of the United Church).  

Provide one cup of dry soil collected from four 
corners of your garden in a plastic bag that is labeled 
with the garden location, your name and phone 
number or email. This is a pH test to determine alka-
linity with recommendations for amendments. A $2 

donation is requested for 
each test.

Herstory Witch 
Performance coming to 
the Wilbraham library

WILBRAHAM – Virginia Wolf of the Herstory 
Theater will be putting on a one-woman forty minute 
show at the Wilbraham Public Library on Wednes-
day, June 14 in the Brooks Room at 6 p.m.  The show, 
“Panic in Connecticut:  Accused Witches Have Their 
Say,” tells the stories of five women accused of being 
witches in Connecticut between the years of 1646-
1693.  Travel back to the 1600s and hear what these 
women (Mary Staples, Lydia Gilbert, Judith Varlet, 
Mary Barnes, and Mercy Disborough) say happened 
to them.  Actress Virginia Wolf will be fully costumed, 
fully incensed, and you will be full frightened. Regis-
ter for this scary event on the library’s website:  www.
wilbrahamlibrary.org. This event is made possible by 
the Wilbraham Friends of the Library.

Lions Club Food Drive this 
Saturday at 
Big Y

WILBRAHAM – The 
Wilbraham Lions Club in 
conjunction with the Big 
Y is collecting non-per-
ishable food items at the 
Wilbraham Big Y, 2035 
Boston Road, Wilbraham, 
on Saturday, June 10 from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Donations 
will benefit the Indian Or-
chard Community Survival 
Center.
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READERS! 
Send in your pet picture for our “Pet of the Month” and receive 
a free weekend get-away or spa package for your pet courtesy of 
Porter Road Pet Care. Email your photos to:  jwalker@turley.com. 
Please include your name and your pet’s name.

PET PAGEPET PAGE
PET OF THE MONTH

WARM WEATHER & NEW CLASSES - 
Let’s Get Social! Contact Me For More 

Information on Socialization Obedience

• Private training in your home 
or my Wilbraham facility

• Socialization classes

• Intro to your puppy or new 
rescue training 

• Basic obedience, 
 life and manners training
• Environmental training

•
2400 Boston Road 

Wilbraham 
413-246-0859

AKC Certified

• • Day Care 
• Boarding                         
 Web Cams  
 Air Conditioning
 Large Indoor/
 Outdoor 
 Accommodations
 Playtime Available- 
 fenced in 1/4 acre lot

• SPA Services 
   Available
 Bathing
 Haircuts
 Maincures

141 Porter Road
East Longmeadow MA

413-525-3532

Po
rt

er 
Road Pet Care

Boarding . Day Care .
 Gr

oo

mi
ng

 
Porter Road Pet Care

www.porterroadpetcare.com

Save $5
on Daycare, 
Grooming 

or Boarding 
Services

Limit 1 coupon per pet.
Expires 6.30.23.

Meet Meet 
Stella Stella 
MarieMarie! ! 

Water Safety Tips 
for Dogs

With temperatures heating up, many dog 
owners start dreaming about days lounging 
by the pool, hanging at the beach or jumping 
in the boat with their dogs in tow.

However, water and dogs don’t always 
go together so perfectly. While there are 
no confirmed statistics, it is estimated that 
about 5,000 family dogs drown in swimming 
pools each year. That doesn’t include any 
accidents that might occur at lakes, rivers or 
out on the open ocean among dog-owning 
boaters.

Accidents can happen in an instant. Dog 
owners should follow these tips for keeping 
dogs safe in and around the water.

1. Never Leave Your Dog Unattended 
Around Water - always keep him close and 
in sight.

2. Understand Your Dog’s Breed - not all 
dogs can swim. Even some who can, don’t 
do it very well and are at greater risk of 
drowning.

3. Pay Attention to Water Conditions - 
undercurrents, big waves and frigid water 
can mean danger to dogs.

4. Make It Easy - help dogs get out of the 
water by having stairs or a ramp lead into 
the pool.

5. Consider a Life Jacket - they keep 
your dog afloat when their legs are too tired 
to paddle and, the nifty handles make it a 
cinch to grab onto your dog and haul him 
out.

6. Take Breaks - lots of sun and 
swimming can be tiring.

7. Rinse Off / Dry Off -  whether 
swimming in a pool or splashing around at 
the beach, rinse and dry  him off when the 
day is over.

8. Bring Drinking Water - pool, lake or 
ocean water is not safe to drink and it’s 
important to keep him hydrated.

She’s an 8 year 
o l d  G e r m a n 
S h o r t h a i r e d 
P o i n t e r  w h o 
loves her family, 
long walks in 
t h e  w o o d s , 
s ta lk ing  p rey, 
and everyone she 
meets! She’s the 
sweetest girl and 
has over 100,000 
f o l l o w e r s  o n 
T i k T o k  w h o 
await her daily 
posts. She is a 
member of the 
Cosentini family 
of Wilbraham.

Got Your Attention?
Advertise on the 
Pet Page and
give your 
business the 
exposure
it needs to 
succeed.

Call
Jocelyn
Walker at 
413-283-8393
or email:
jwalker@
turley.com

ELDOTC
East Longmeadow Dog

Obedience Training Club
Classes held at 

546 Main Street, Hampden, MA
Classes held every Monday-Thursday evenings

We Teach You How to Train Your Dog!

Facebook.com/eastlongmeadowdogobedience

Obedience Training - 
Beginner to Utility

For Information or to Register
Call (413) 355-0553

eastlongmeadowdogobedience.com

Do you have a new 
puppy or adopted dog?

Start him off right 
with obedience 

training at ELDOTC!

Wilbraham Animal Hospital
2424 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

413.596.8395
wilbrahamanimalhospital.com

East Springfield Veterinary Hospital
525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA
413.739.6389 • esvhospital.com
(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291)

Open Nights & Weekends

WILBRAHAM
Animal Hospital

Andrew R. Hersman, DVM
Lynn Dgetluck, DVM 

William D. Anderson, DVM
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM

Denise Chiminiello, DVM
Leah Guidry, DVM

Madison Harris, DVM
Amy Zander &

 Andrew Hersman, DVM

2133 Boston Road, Suite 9
Wilbraham, MA 01095

In the Eastwood Shops

413-543-1994
Hours: Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri., Sat. 11-7, 

Sun. 12-5, Closed Tues. 

Fresh & Salt Water Fish & Plants
INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& DELIVERY AVAILABLE
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Inflatable Water
Slides
Meet Your Local
First Responders
Summer Safety Tips
Popcorn
Ice Cream 
Music & Dance
Raffles

FREE COMMUNITY EVENTFREE COMMUNITY EVENT
Activities:

Tuesday, June 20thTuesday, June 20th
1-3pm1-3pm

SummerSummer
Slide IntoSlide Into

SafetySafety

Proudly 
Sponsored By:

Adult supervision is required.  Bathing suit and towel recommended.

LAST DAYLAST DAYLAST DAY
OFOFOF

SCHOOLSCHOOLSCHOOL
FUN!FUN!FUN!

Securities and Advisory Services Offered through Commonwealth Financial Network® Member FINRA/SIPC.  A Registered Investment Advisor. 
535 EAST STREET, LUDLOW, MA 01056  1252 ELM STREET, WEST SPRINGFIELD, MA 01089    413.589.1500    PVFINANCIAL.COM *While Supplies Last

45 Post Office Park, Wilbraham, MA 01095 

Rain or shine. We hope you can join us for some family fun!

EQUAL HOUSING
L E N D E R

MEMBER
MASSACHUSETTS CREDIT UNION

INSURED
SAVINGS

SHARE INSURANCE CORPORATION
Shares and Deposits in excess of NCUA are fully insured by MSIC.

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

NMLS #439259

www.pncu.com | (413) 592-9495


