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WILBRAHAM - The 
community gathered at Crane 
Park Veteran Memorial on 
May 25 to mark Memorial 
Day in an observance cere-
mony.

The ceremony included 
remarks from Patrick Renna, 
director of Veterans Services, 
the Pledge of Allegiance led 
by Elliot Sylvester of Boy 
Scout Troop 359 with the Wil-
braham and Hampden Girl 
Scouts also in attendance, 
the Minnechaug Regional 
High School Choir perform-
ing the National Anthem, the 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School Band performing 
“God Bless America” and 
“Taps,” the presentation of 
the Memorial Day Wreath by 

the Wilbraham Garden Club 
and the laying of the wreath 
by Renna and 2024 Veteran 
of the Year Kathleen Kennedy 
and the POW/MIA Presen-
tation presented by the Min-
nechaug Military Community 
Club.

In addition to Renna, Me-
morial Day reflections were 
also provided by State Sen. 
Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow) and 
Select Board Chair Michael 
Squindo.

Renna reminded attendees 
to never forget the fallen who 
gave the ultimate sacrifice 
along with continuing “to re-
mind the world that freedom 
is not free and that the actions 
of our military have preserved 
countless lives and liberated 
entire nations.”

By Patricia Sullivan
Correspondent

HAMPDEN — Just as 
they have for many decades, 
the people of Hampden and 
surrounding towns gathered 
along Main Street to observe 
Memorial Day with a parade 
and respectful remembrances 
of those who have died in ser-
vice to the country.

Hundreds of people turned 
out on May 26 for the Memo-
rial Day Parade and ceremo-
ny, plant sale, craft and bake 
sale and free hot dogs and ice 
cream. Many older residents 
in the crowd have been at-
tending since they were chil-
dren, while others were new-
comers.

Jennifer Wood, who 
moved to Hampden four years 
ago from Chicopee, watched 
the parade with her husband, 
Brian, and three young chil-
dren—all wearing red, white 
and blue.

“It’s so picturesque!” 
Wood said, joining many 

Wilbraham marks 
Memorial Day at Crane 
Park Veteran Memorial

Hampden’s MEMORIAL DAYMEMORIAL DAY traditions enduretraditions endure

Turley photo by Patricia Sullivan

Hampden’s antique 1937 Ford fire truck 
in the Memorial Day Parade.

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The 
Wilbraham Farmers Market 
is kicking off another sea-
son beginning on June 18.

This year’s market will 
run every Wednesday on 
June 18 through Aug. 27 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
its new location at 45 Post 
Office Park, with all your 
favorite vendors and some 
new activities for all to en-
joy.

Kellie Hummel, the mar-
ket manager for Wilbraham 
Farmers Market, expressed 
excitement for the coming 
season.

“This is my second sea-
son running the market and 
our continued mission to 
bring the community to-
gether and to support our 

local farmers and artisans,” 
Hummel said. “Right now, 
we have about 20 vendors 
every week along with sev-
eral youth entrepreneurs 
every other week. A ma-
jority of our vendors from 
last year have been able 
to return despite our time 
change, which is great. We 
also have several new ven-
dors this season that we are 
excited to bring to the com-
munity.”

Held in prior years at the 
Wilbraham United Church, 
Hummel explained what led 
to the location change to the 
Scantic Valley YMCA.

“We want to first thank 
the Wilbraham United 
Church for its several years 
of hosting us. There were a 
lot of factors relating to our 

Farmers Market 
kicks off on June 18

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers

Patrick Renna, director of Veterans Services, provides remarks 
on Memorial Day.

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent 

WILBRAHAM - On 
May 17, the Friends of the 
Rec Department hosted 
their 10th Annual Fishing 
Derby at Spec Pond. 

At the derby, children 
were able to fish at Spec 
Pond. They caught fishes 
large and small, and the first 
30 kids who caught a fish 
were awarded with a trophy. 
There was also a trophy for 
who caught the largest fish, 
who was Kevin Shea, with a 
fish measuring 14 inches. 

The Fishing Derby is or-
ganized by the Wilbraham 
Friends of the Recreational 
Department, which is en-
tirely made up of volunteers 
which works with the Parks 
and Recreational Depart-
ment. 

Helping with the organi-
zation of the fishing derby 
was Nick Devanski, who 
coordinated the volunteers, 
and is also the treasurer of 

the Friends or the Rec De-
partment. Regarding the 
derby,  Devanski shared 
this.

“It gets everybody out. 
It’s extremely cheap for a 
family to come out, drop a 
line in the water, have some 
fun, getting some prizes, en-
joy the park, enjoy the pond. 
It’s a great family-friendly 
event,” Devanski said.

Jim Legacy, a member 
of the Angler Education 
Program, was also in at-
tendance along with other 
Angler Education Program 
Members, a Mass Wildlife 
Program which seeks to get 
people inspired to go out-
doors, especially in fishing. 
They provided the fishing 
rods, volunteer instructors 
and bait for the derby. 

Angler Education partic-
ipates in many events across 
the state and strive to teach 
people how to fish. 

“We want them to find 
some inspiration in the out-

Families catch fish at 10th Annual 
Spec Pond Fishing Derby

Turley photo by Noelle Hisgen

The winner of the fishing 
derby was Kevin Shea with a 
fish of 14 inches.

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The 
Knights of Columbus 10195 
announced this year’s $1,500 
scholarship recipients during 
their May 20 meeting.

This year’s awardees are 
Noelle Hisgen, Ryan Oldread 
and Madeleine Rooney.

All three will be gradu-
ating from Minnechaug Re-
gional High School this year, 
with Hisgen attending Keene 
State, Oldread heading to the 
University of Connecticut and 
Rooney going to Bryant Uni-
versity.

Dr. Thomas Wadzinski, 
the Scholarship Committee’s 
chair, explained the scholar-
ship process.

“The scholarships are 
awarded based primarily on 
service work. Each applicant 
details their service work in 
three areas: local community, 
school community and the St. 
Cecilia’s community. Each 
applicant writes a short es-
say about what inspires them 
in their service work. Other 

Knights of Columbus 10195 
announces scholarship recipients

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers

A group photo of this year’s Knights of Columbus 10195 scholarship recipients with their 
families and members of the Knights.
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Sponsored by the Wilbraham Friends of the Library, the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners, the Massachusetts Library System, 
the Wilbraham Cultural Council, and the Boston Bruins, along with many local businesses and community groups. 

SIGN UP NOW! TRY THE MOBILE APP
Learn more and register online at 

wilbrahamlibrary.beanstack.com, 
or download the Beanstack Tracker app. 

Kids– register online or stop by the library for a paper log.

2025 “Level Up At Your Library”
WILBRAHAM PUBLIC LIBRARY

Free Summer Reading program for kids, teens & adults!
Program runs JUNE 14 -AUGUST 9

SUMMER 
READING 
CHALLENGE! 
Staring June 14, 
level up at your 
library with the 
WPL’s Annual 
Summer Reading 
Challenge!

LIBRARY EVENTS
Plus, check out upcoming 
library programs and events 
by visiting the Event Calendar 
at wilbrahamlibrary.org.

EARN REWARDS
Kids, teens and adults can 
earn rewards and raffle tickets 
for a chance to win prizes. 
Score gift cards, games, 
LEGO sets, and more!

By Angelina Acevedo
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - On Sat-
urday, May 17, at the Wilbra-
ham Public Library, people 
had the opportunity to pur-
chase plants not only from the 
Wilbraham Garden Club, but 
the Wilbraham Friends of the 
Library foundation. 

This event brings togeth-
er gardeners from across the 
area, rain or shine. 

“Gardeners look forward 
to this event and they come 
prepared to talk with other 
people who are interested in 
similar things.” Anna How-
el, the incoming president of 
the Wilbraham Garden Club 
explains. “As a gardener my-
self, it’s nice to come togeth-
er with the community and 
share knowledge with others, 
whether they’ve been doing 
this for some time or only re-
cently started planting.”

Howel shared what at-
tendees got to enjoy as they 
stopped by the library.

“Many of these plants are 
home-grown and donated by 
members of the Wilbraham 
Garden Club. People love 
that these plants are home-es-

tablished, and they come at a 
reasonable price.” Howel said 
“We also provide the Memori-
al Day wreath for the ceremo-
ny in Wilbraham, and we reg-
ularly fill the library planters 
with flowers.” 

The Wilbraham Garden 
Club’s turnout was great, 
with the sale being quite busy 
throughout its runtime. This 
sale was located in the back of 
the library, and plants could 
be purchased on sight. 

On the front side, mean-
while, the Wilbraham Friends 
of the Library (WFOL), had 
their own event, where plants 
that were pre-ordered could 
be picked up. Customers 
could check out both events 
though, even if they didn’t or-
der a plant, and interact with 
even more gardeners in the 
community. 

Jo Ayers, treasurer of the 
WFOL, explains how this 
plant sale started with Toi 
Graham, a Master Gardener.

 “A few years ago, Toi con-
tacted us in the fall after an-
other plant sale, and had a lot 
of leftover plants and asked if 
we wanted to have our own 
sale. She also suggested the 
pre-order system,” Ayers said.

Ayers was thrilled with 
this year’s sales. 

“This year our sales were 
extremely good, and we made 
more profits this year than our 
past sales. The main reason 
for that is word of mouth. Out 
of our three years doing this 
event, this one has been the 
most prolific,” Ayers said. 

The WFOL runs this plant 
sale semi-annually, with one 
in the spring and one in the 
fall, with the upcoming fall 
slated for October. 

After being asked about 
why these events are import-
ant, Ayers said this.  

“We run these events to 
provide for the community 
through the WFOL. We bring 
funds to support parts of the 
library, like the Teen Advi-
sory Board. The Government 
funds our libraries, but not 
these programs that help ben-
efit and create events for our 
town,” Ayers said.

This year, the plants 
grew upwards of 24 inches, 
and people raved about how 
“they’re so healthy, and we 
haven’t gotten a single com-
plaint!” Ayers added.

”This year, we asked 
people to send photos of the 

plants in August so we can see 
how much they’ve grown,” 
Ayers said.

Orders this year were up to 
16, 17, and even 19 plants, so 
they’re expecting lots of pic-
tures showing off the plants’ 
amazing growth.

These two events, while 
for different organizations, 
helped bring together the 
community with the common 
interest and love of gardening. 
Attendees of either, or both, 
were more than excited to get 
home and start planting their 
new foliage, and glad to come 
together with like-minded 
people for a day of fun. 

Community celebrates spring at Annual Plant Sale

Turley photos by Angelina Acevedo

Anna Howel (second on left), and members of the Wilbraham Garden Club at their plant sale.

From left to right: Mary Bandouveres, Jo Ayers, and Gayle 
Fogarty, members of the WFOL in front of the Wilbraham Public 
Library for their semi-annual plant sale.

Homegrown plants from the Wilbraham Garden Club being 
sold at exceptional prices.

• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
FOR JUNE!

Locally Grown 

ASPARAGUS
From D.A. Smiarowski Farms ~ Sunderland, MA

Elsie’s Creamery 
The Best Homemade Ice Cream

Made In Small Batches At The Creamery

Winner Of Reader Raves 2025
OPEN EVERY NIGHT UNTIL 9PM

JUNE IS ROSE MONTH
Beautiful Selection 

of Rose Bushes

20% OFF 
All Varieties
Hybrid Teas, Floribundas, Shrub Rose, 

Knock Out Rose, Climbers, David Austin
2 GALLON & 3 GALLON POTS

“Perennial Of The Week”
Shasta DaisiesShasta Daisies
One Gallon Pots $9.99 (Reg Price $12.99)

May Queen & 
Snow Cap Varieties
BUTTERFLY MAGNETS ~ 

Like Full Sun To Part Shade

Beautiful Blooming FloweringBeautiful Blooming Flowering
Hanging Hanging 
BasketsBaskets

For The Graduate
ONE DOZEN RED ROSES 
PRESENTATION 
BOUQUETS

“LITTLE DANCER” 
RECITAL BOUQUETS $19.99

$19.99

 

Randall’s Kitchen & Deli
FOR ALL YOUR SPRING PICNICS & PARTIES
Gourmet Sandwiches, Deli Platters, 
Summer Salads, Fruit & Veggie Trays
Cookies, Pies & Desserts

$5.00 OFF All Sizes
10-inch – 14-inch Pots

Ivy Geraniums, 
Petunias, Calibrachoa
Mixed Combinations For Sun And Shade

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

919 Meadow St., Chicopee
200 St. James Ave., Chicopee
410 Cooley St., Springfield

Under New OwnershipUnder New Ownership
Local Family BusinessLocal Family Business

RTNCRTNC
AUTOWASHAUTOWASH

“Come shine with us”

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Select-
board met with Police Chief 
Scott Trombly on May 27 to 
discuss the replacement pro-
cess after it was announced 
he would be retiring from the 
police department.

The announcement was 
first shared during the board’s 
May 19 meeting.

After Trombly explained 
to the board that July 17 is 
planned to be his last day 
and Chair Don Davenport 
asked about the replacement 
process, he explained how 
it’s been done “a few differ-
ent ways over the last several 
years.”

“The most recent that we 
had before I became chief, the 
board opted to do an interim 
chief for the period of time. 
Well, the interim chief looked 
at the inside of the agency to 
find out if there was any can-
didates that were qualified 
to become our next chief,” 
Trombly said.

Trombly added there’s 
interim chief services spon-
sored through MassChiefs 
which could also be utilized.

“We can appoint an act-
ing chief if there was a feel 
for that by our board and then 
there’s a process that we have 
to look to for searching for a 
new chief,” Trombly said.

Davenport then asked 
about certification.

“Does POST have any-
thing to do with this? I mean, 
is there like a sort of chief 
certification or...?” Davenport 
said.

Trombly replied a chief is 
certified through POST and 
the town does certify their 
chiefs through them.

“So, what we’re going 
to be looking for is a chief 
that’s going to be certified,” 
Trombly said. “So, usually 
it’s based on the A through 
H, the alphabet of what their 
last name is. So, me, I’m cer-
tified to 2027 because I’m a 

T. So, there’s A through H’s 
that their certification of the 
first three years is expiring on 
2026, so if we find someone 
with the last name A through 
H, then that chief is going 
to be up for a recertification, 
which usually comes down 
through the town adminis-
trators involved and it’s a 
list of questions, make sure 
that they’ve completed their 
in-service, make sure that 
they’ve done their online or 
in-person in-service, done 
any in-house type of training 
for firearms, first responders 
and then they have been a pri-
or police officer that’s been 
accepted or already certified 
once before. So, POST does 
have a say--obviously--at 
some point in a way.”

When Selectboard Mem-
ber John Flynn said Trombly 
was talking about “a lateral 
chief move, somebody who’s 
already a chief” and he con-
firmed yes, Davenport again 
mentioned certification and 
Trombly clarified everyone is 
POST certified.

“So, if you were to step up 
to become a chief, then at the 
time of your last name com-
ing, you would be certified as 
a chief at that point in time. 
So, currently, any officer 
that’s certified through POST 
would come through the chief 
of police who--or my desig-
nee-- I would certify them,” 
Trombly said. “If you’re a 
chief of police through the 
town administrator, manager 
and i.e. the Selectboard, are 
the ones who the bosses that 
would make sure that that 
certification is (done). So, 
Brian would be signing off 
on the chief certification. Bob 
Markel signed off on mine.”

When Davenport asked, 
“is it different than just a po-
lice officer,” which Flynn said 
was the question before them, 
Trombly replied, “No.”

“We’re all police officers 
in Massachusetts recognized 
by POST. Certified police 
officers. You’re just actual-
ly the chief of police has the 

same questions that are asked 
of you and the same status,” 
Trombly said.

Davenport noted the last 
time Hampden had an interim 
police chief “was because we 
only had, I believe, two weeks 
notice.”

“It was pretty short no-
tice,” Flynn confirmed.

After Trombly noted for 
that instance, it was a 30-
day window while his went 
to a 60-day window, Town 
Administrator Brian Domina 
confirmed the window in the 
contracts was changed to 51 
days.

Trombly added he’s com-
municated with assessment 
centers for input.

“There are interviews that 
are just done--per se--by the 
Board of Selectmen of put-
ting out something and the 
generalized posting of either 
full-time, really, like I mean 
we’re going to be looking for 
another full-time officer and 
it’s bringing in the resumes, 
reviewing them and trying to 
put on someone right away 
before someone takes them,” 
Trombly said.

For chiefs, Trombly said 
“it’s a little bit different” 
where individuals that apply 
want to visit the community 
“and lead in a way.”

“So, they’re coming to and 
applying to here, they’re not 
looking to jump all over the 
place. So, there’s that 30-day 
window that they’ve suggest-
ed that you put out for. Ap-
proximately 30 days, could 
be less and see what you got 
for your candidates and then 
choose to do an assessment 
center if you wanted to or 
we could obviously have a 
Search Committee,” Trombly 
said.

He added assessment cen-
ters are independent groups 
and range from “$6,000 to 
$12,000, $13,000 depending 
what you want done.”

“You could have a full-
blown search which they 
come in and push it out to 
out of state, in-state, any oth-

er New England chiefs, just 
all over the place. Then they 
come in and do the whole 
process and come to the board 
with three or four candidates 
or the top two candidates,” 
Trombly said.

The other part, Trombly 
said, can be the town admin-
istrator and board get together 
and put out a general job de-
scription of what the town is 
looking for, the qualifications, 
degrees, years of service and 
rank. From the interviews, 
narrow the pool down to 
three or our candidates and go 
through an assessment cen-
ter to review any complaints, 
budgeting and other items a 
town would not want to have.

“And then, you make that 
pick at that point of the top 
candidate,” Trombly said.

Flynn expressed hesitancy 
given the board had only two 
members at the moment.

“To do some things before 
we get our third member--be-
cause this is a big step for 
the town and should we have 
that interim at the same time-
-which would almost lead 
back to, again, what we did 
last time, an interim,” Flynn 
said. “Somebody we appoint 
that is probably not interest-
ed in the full-time job, which 
is good, because last time 
worked out great I thought.”

Trombly affirmed that 
can be an option and there 
are recently retired chiefs in 
Western Mass--who also are 
still knowledgeable about 
the job--and some in Eastern 
Mass who could be interested 
if the board goes this route. 
He added the small-town en-
vironment would be consid-
ered by the agency for their 
suggestions.

After Davenport shared 
his similar concerns and fur-
ther discussion, Trombly said 
he would reach out to Mass-
Chiefs the following day for 
anyone who might be inter-
ested. The board will think 
further about how to proceed 
with the process.

SB discuss police chief replacement process

The school was 
discussed at the 
ATM May 12. 

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent 

HAMPDEN – Green 
Meadows Elementary School 
on North Road was the subject 
of discussion during Hamp-
den’s Annual Town Meeting 
on May 12. 

Three items concerning the 
school were put to a vote, and 
only one was approved. 

The articles were Articles 
20 through 22 on the town 
meeting warrant. 

First, a proposed $35,000 
project to replace flooring in 
five to six classrooms at the 
school was brought to the ta-
ble. The Advisory Committee 
recommended favorable ac-
tion.

However, the Selectboard 
moved to amend the article to 
no action. 

Selectboard Member John 
Flynn said that it came to the 

board that as part of the capi-
tal request for upgrades at the 
school, the Hampden-Wilbra-
ham Regional School District 
was going to spend $30,000 to 
complete the floorwork proj-
ect. 

Flynn described this as 
“laudable,” but explained why 
the board encouraged no ac-
tion. 

“We did mention to them 
that per the regional agree-
ment, the town is responsi-
ble only for capital projects 
of $35,000 and more. Then, 
it came back to us that, ‘Oh, 
now it’s going to be $35,000.’ 
We were like, ‘You were good 
with $30,000, and now it’s 
$35,000.’”

Flynn added that the board 
cannot support the item in 
good faith. 

“We certainly support them 
replacing the floors, which is 
a multi-year project,” Flynn 
said. “You’re going to do five 
or six classrooms? Okay, keep 
it inside the budget and do 
four or five classrooms.” 

When asked to vote, the 
town’s residents supported the 

Selectboard’s call for no ac-
tion on the item. 

The second warrant item 
pertaining to Green Meadows 
school involved a $35,000 ap-
propriation to repair the park-
ing lot and extend the fire lane 
on the property. 

The Advisory Committee 
recommended unfavorable ac-
tion. Committee Chair Doug 
Boyd explained why. 

“The reason Advisory does 
not support the request is be-
cause it is an ill-defined pro-
posal. We had asked the rep-
resentatives from the school 
district specifically what it 
meant for parking lot repairs 
and the extension of the fire 
road, and we never did get 
an explanation that warranted 
this type of an expenditure,” 
Boyd said. 

Town Treasurer Richard 
Patullo also shot down the 
item, saying he was not in fa-
vor of it. 

“The main reason is the 
School Committee has not 
been able in three separate 
meetings to define what the 
scope of work is,” Patullo said. 

“There’s no good explanation. 
They met with the Advisory 
and the Selectmen, they came 
to the Advisory hearing, and 
I’m hearing nothing new to-
night. They’re not telling us 
what they’re doing with the 
money.” 

Fire Chief Ed Poulin also 
weighed in, saying he was 
unfamiliar with the proposed 
project. 

“I have no understanding 
of the fire road. We did not 
request it. The School Com-
mittee didn’t come to us and 
request an evaluation of it,” 
Poulin said. “If you provide 
access around a building, it’s 
always a win-win situation. 
I’m not saying not to vote for 
it. If someone feels it’s neces-
sary, by all means, vote for it.” 

The town eventually voted 
against the item. 

Residents did vote in fa-
vor of a $92,500 appropria-
tion for computer hardware 
upgrades at the school. The 
article passed, but not unani-
mously. The work will involve 
replacing switches for the IT 
network. 

Hampden residents vote both ways on 
Green Meadows school items

HAMPDEN
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Hours:
Mon., Tues., Wed. 8-5

Thurs. 12-8

70 Post Office Park
Suite 7006

Wilbraham, MA 01095

www.wilbrahamdentalassociates.com

413-279-2016

• Cosmetic & esthetic dentistry, whitening, 
veneers, crowns & bridges

• Implant Services

• Digital X-Rays & Photographs

• Evening appointments available

• Most insurance plans accepted

• CareCredit - A convenient 
 monthly payment plan

Our friendly team 
is proud to provide the 

highest quality of dental care 
utilizing the best 

new technology available. 
Dr. Christopher J. Root, DMD MAGD 
Dr. Mary Danko, DMD

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

doors, whether they just need 
to, these are great tools,” Leg-
acy said. “The phone and ev-
erything that you use technol-
ogy wise are great tools, but 
we want people to get some 
inspiration in the outdoors. 
You’re a lot healthier if you 
find something you like in the 
outdoors and fishing is just 
one of them.” 

In attendance was also 
Erin Carroll, the assistant di-
rector for the Friends of the 
Rec Department. 

“It’s just a great commu-
nity event that brings every-
one together. It’s affordable, 
it’s good to start the season 
off here at Spec Pond, see the 
beauty of the fields, just feel 
this out and about and get 
ready for the spring and sum-
mer seasons,” Carroll said. 
“I just like seeing that every-
body happy, the kids working 
with their parents and friends. 
Just enjoying the simplicity 
of life, just fishing and having 
some dusts from races and in-
teracting and just overall hav-
ing a nice weekend and some 
fun.” 

Helping out at the Der-
by was Sarah Quinn and Jim 

Hickson, both on the Friends 
of the Recreation board. 

“It’s a good community 
event. The kids really enjoy 
it, adults too. It brings every-
body together for a fun after-
noon and enjoy Spec Pond,” 
Quinn said. 

“Fishing is a good activity, 
they should pick it up and en-
joy a good day with the com-
munity, come out here, and 
maybe get an appreciation for 

fishing,” Hickson said.
At the Fishing Derby, also, 

was Kinga Guberow, whose 
children Leo and Ariana were 
participating in the derby. 

“My daughter never fished 
before and my son has just 
once before, and we thought 
this would be a nice oppor-
tunity to take them both out, 
because we’ve been talking 
about going fishing for a 
while,” Guberow said.

DERBY from page 1

Jim Legacy (Left) and Nick Devanski (Right) stand in front of a banner from Westfield Savings 
Bank, the main sponsor for the Fishing Derby.

Turley photos by Noelle Hisgen

The Guberow family enjoying their day at Spec Pond during the fishing derby.

Sarah Quinn (Left) and Jim Hickson (Right) Holding up donuts 
from Rice’s Fruit Farm.

Overall, the town 
officials thought 
the May 12 meeting 
went well 

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM – A 
week following Wilbra-
ham’s Annual Town Meeting 
on May 12, Town Moderator 
Jane Clark met with the Se-
lect Board to discuss how the 
event played out. 

During her appearance 
on May 19, Clark expressed 
her opinion that the gath-
ering went well. Despite it 
lasting approximately four 
hours, Clark gave the town 
meeting a favorable rating. 

“Overall, I was 90% hap-
py with the way it went,” 
Clark said. “In spite of the 
length, things went fairly 
smoothly until the end, and 
it got a little messy.”

Clark acknowledged that 
in preparation for the fall 
town meeting, she needs 
to work on gaining a better 
understanding of the pro-
cess of citizen petitions. If 
she improves in this area, 
Clark is confident that future 
meetings will proceed more 
quickly. 

Following the meeting, 
Clark heard a variety of 
feedback from residents. 
She shared some of the in-
sight she was processing in 
the days following the May 
12 meeting. 

“I had a couple com-
ments from people wanting 

to see our meetings more 
user-friendly and inclusive,” 
Clark said. “What I noticed 
was that no matter how much 
information you may give 
the public and make things 
available to the public, there 
are always going to be those 
folks who don’t have time 
and want it at that moment.” 

Select Board Clerk Sue 
Bunnell agrees, especial-
ly when it comes to getting 
voters more acquainted with 
budget numbers before the 
event. She hopes that the 
town can find a way to better 
educate the public on the is-
sues in the weeks leading up 
to the big town meeting. 

“We need to be more em-
phatic about creating oppor-
tunities and creating links 
to them and making sure 
they’re accessible and pro-
motable,” Bunnell said.

Bunnell added that state 
resources may be available 
to help the town accomplish 
this. Either way, she hopes it 
is an issue that is prioritized 
moving forward. 

“I think that we just need 
to get more aggressive about 
creating and reminding peo-
ple that they do have other 
opportunities and encour-
age people’s participation. I 
also think that for this com-
ing year I would very much 
like us to dip further into the 
resources that are available 
from the [state] because they 
do a bunch of trainings,” 
Bunnell said. 

Select Board Vice Chair 
Marc Ducey felt that the 
town meeting was a success, 
but does hope that the event 

can be shortened down the 
line. 

“The one thing I would 
like to see us do a better job 
is better utilizing the Fall 
Town Meeting and making 
the Annual Town Meeting 
smaller. Pushing some of the 
stuff to the fall, where we 
don’t usually have as much 
on the agenda and making it 
more management in terms 
of time,” Ducey said. 

According to Ducey, “It’s 
a lot to ask of the residents 
to stick in and handle a four-
hour meeting.” 

Select Board Chair Mi-
chael Squindo, who earned 
the new designation on May 
19, said that while this year’s 
town meeting was longer 
than last year’s, he felt its 
pace was much stronger. He 
added that most of the peo-
ple who wanted to speak 
were able to. 

Making an observation 
based off professional ex-
perience, Squindo also let 
Clark know she did a good 
job on May 12. 

“I have had the privilege 
of sitting through several 
different town meetings in 
different towns for my day 
job. I’ve also seen some re-
ally good moderators and 
have seen some really bad 
moderators,” Squindo said 
to Clark. “I thought you did 
a fine job. I thought it was 
a very well-paced meeting, 
and I thought you did a very 
good job moderating the 
crowd when it got a little 
riled.” 

Wilbraham moderator joins Select 
Board for town meeting recap

WILBRAHAM – Times 
Editor Kristin Rivers will be 
the guest speaker on Sun-
day, June 8 at the Wilbraham 
Atheneum Society’s Old 
Meeting House Museum 
Open House at 2 p.m. The 
open house is free and open 
to the public. Refreshments 
will be served and the Gift 
Shop will be open.

Rivers follows in the 
footsteps of previous Times 
editors, Charlie Bennett, 
Tyler Witkop and Dalton 
Zbierski who have given 
talks at the Museum about 
newspapers as the first draft 
of history.

The Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times, a publication 
started at the Peach Festi-
val by the Turley Family in 
2003, publishers of the Lud-
low Register, Palmer Journal 
and Belchertown Sentinel 

and others, is the paper of 
record in Wilbraham.

A Smith College grad-
uate, Rivers is also the ed-
itor of the Chicopee Reg-
ister, a Turley publication. 
Before she became editor 
of the Times in 2023, she 
was a contributing writer 
on varying topics of digital 
publishing for the website 
“Medium”. As a freelance 
correspondent, she was 
praised for her quick article 
turnarounds, writing skills 
and photography.

She has been a content 
marketer for nearly 100 in-
spirational and women’s 
fiction books published by 
Hallmark Publishing, Har-
peth Press, Tyndale and 
Waterbrook companies. As 
a social media manager, Riv-
ers has covered topics such 
as interior design, the busi-

ness world, publishing and 
nonprofits.

After taking over for 
Zbierski, Rivers quickly be-
came popular with Wilbra-
ham and Hampden residents, 
educators, elected officials 
and community characters 
showing up at various meet-
ings and social get-togethers 
around the towns. “She has 
the kind of personality that 
makes her recognizable and 
easy to talk to,” said former 
editor Charlie Bennett.

This season the Athene-
um Society, which operates 
the Museum for the town  
hosts all open houses in the 
historic building itself or 
outside in the garden.

For more information 
about the Open House see 
the Old Meeting House Mu-
seum’s Facebook page.

Newspaper editor to speak at Open House

WILBRAHAM
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DL&G
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Removal  

■ 
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■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
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■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation
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TREE
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Letters to the editor should be 350 
words or less in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be published. 
We require letter writers to include his 
or her town of residence and home tele-
phone number. We must authenticate 
authorship prior to publication. We re-
serve the right to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to be libelous or 
contain unsubstantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation of charac-
ter and offensive language. All unknown 
or alleged facts and quotations offered 
by the author need to cite credible, un-
biased sources. Send letters to: Editor, 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@turley.
com. The deadline for submissions is 
Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly correct fac-

tual errors that appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Corrections or 
clarifications will always appear on the 
editorial pages. To request a correction, 
send information in an e-mail or mailed 
communication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 
is published every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc. One year out of town 
subscriptions are available at $45, out 
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission of 
news material, letters to the editor and 
photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The TIMES 
is not responsible for submitted photos.

Editorial 
Policy

The Wilbraham-Hampden
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Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

ADVERTISING 
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283-8393, Fax  (413) 289-1977.
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when submitted.
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TEAMLetters to the Editor

VIEWPOINTS

To The Editor:

On June 23, Hampden 
residents will be voting on 
a Debt Exclusion to fund a 
sizable addition and renova-
tion to the fire station. This 
proposed renovation will es-
sentially double the size of 
the existing fire station, built 
nearly sixty years ago, at a 
cost estimated to be $8.3 mil-
lion dollars. When you head 
to the polls to cast your vote, 
I would ask that you consider 
the following information: 

Today’s fire service re-
quires continual firefighter 
training to stay current with 
technological changes, new 
emerging hazards, safety, 
strategy & tactics, and emer-
gency medical training, just 
to name some of these de-
mands. The current fire sta-
tion lacks both the adequate 
facilities and the technology 
needed to conduct training 
in a modern-day fire depart-

ment. What met the town’s 
needs sixty years ago does 
no longer, and has not for 
some time. When materi-
als that are found in today’s 
homes and buildings burn, 
the by-products of that com-
bustion contain a multitude of 
carcinogens, otherwise know 
as cancer causing agents. 
Because of this, firefighters 
are 14% more likely to die 
from cancer than the gen-
eral population. To protect 
themselves,  firefighters must 
take appropriate steps after 
fighting a fire. These steps 
include, but aren’t limited to 
the extracting of the products 
from combustion on their 
protective clothing before it is 
used again. Firefighters must 
shower and change into fresh 
clothing as soon as practi-
cal, and the contaminated 
clothing should be laundered 
separately before being worn 
again. The current fire station 
has limited facilities for fire-

fighters to properly decon-
taminate themselves before 
returning home to their fam-
ilies, or their gear before the 
next fire.  

The fire apparatus is shoe-
horned into the apparatus 
bays that are much too small 
for modern fire apparatus. 
Maintenance and cleaning of 
the apparatus and equipment 
is nearly impossible in the ex-
isting structure. There are no 
offices to support reporting, 
documentation, and various 
administrative requirements.  

The proposed project will 
remedy these and other unmet 
needs of our firefighters. It is 
time for us to protect those 
volunteers who are commit-
ted to protecting us. Please 
vote yes on June 23.  

Thank you, 

Eric Madison, 
Hampden

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times 
welcomes readers to participate in this 
year’s election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these pages. 
Letters of up to 250 words from local resi-
dents endorsing candidates on the ballot or 
discussing campaign issues should be sent 
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times, care of Tur-
ley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to krivers@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification 
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters 
must be received by noon Monday to be 
considered for that Thursday’s newspaper. 
No attack letters will be printed. No letters 
written by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of 
letters received is larger than the space 
available in the newspaper, or if the letters 
become repetitive, the newspaper reserves 
the right to print a representative sample. 
No endorsement letters will be printed in 
the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor 
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, 

the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, state 
Senate, state House, district attorney 
and Governor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well as a 
question-and-answer voters guide. In 
order to ensure fairness to all candidates, 
no political press releases will be printed, 
nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further pub-
licize their candidacy, beliefs and events 
may contact advertising, 413-283-8393 
about paid advertising in Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times.

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Vote yes on fire station expansion and renovations

To the Editor:

Is it OK to use a flag of 
the USA for decoration? 
Understanding proper flag 
etiquette? Occasionally you 
may have seen commercial 
Automobile Sales Lots with 
many American Flags placed 
along the frontage of their 
property in the past and today 
I saw several residential prop-
erties on Springfield Street in 
Wilbraham doing the same, 
displaying many American 
Flags across the frontage of 
their properties. 

I am not questioning the 
patriotism of those who dis-
play the flag in that way, but 
I wish they would take into 
account what is generally 
excepted. More is not always 
better.  

The question of whether 
it’s acceptable to use a flag 
for decoration is a nuanced 
one, deeply rooted in tradi-

tion and respect. The short 
answer is: it is generally not 
recommended to use the 
American flag as a decora-
tive item in the same way one 
might use other materials. 

Instead, the U.S. Flag 
Code suggests using bunting, 
which can be arranged with 
the blue at the top, white in 
the middle, and red at the bot-

tom for decorative purposes. 
This subtle difference 

highlights the respect and 
reverence given to the flag as 
a national symbol. Let’s delve 
into why this distinction mat-
ters and what alternatives and 
protocols exist to show your 
patriotism.

Don Flannery, 
Wilbraham

USA Flag use as decoration?

By Brandice J. O’Brien
Marketing and 

Communications Manager, 
Greater Springfield 

Habitat for Humanity

WEST SPRINGFIELD - 
Greater Springfield Habitat 
for Humanity (GSHFH) is 
now accepting applications 
for limited-income veterans 
and their families in need 
of “critical” home repairs. 
Projects can include interior 
or exterior work that eases 
health, life, and safety is-
sues, or eliminates code vi-
olations.  

These projects are made 
possible through the Repair 
Corps program, a joint ini-
tiative between Habitat for 
Humanity International and 
The Home Depot Founda-
tion. Applications are ac-
cepted on a rolling basis and 
are reviewed as funding be-
comes available. 

“If you are—or know—a 
veteran who could benefit 
from our services, please 
encourage them to contact 
us,” said GSHFH Execu-
tive Director Aimee Giroux. 
“While we are not an emer-
gency service provider and 
our funding is limited, we 
will do everything we can 

to help—or connect them 
with other organizations 
that can.” 

The Repair Corps pro-
gram is available to home-
owners who have an hon-
orably-discharged veteran 
living full time at their res-
idence. The veteran doesn’t 
have to be the homeowner. 
Qualified families must also 
be willing to accept the pro-
gram’s selection criteria: a 
need, willingness to partner, 
and ability to repay through 
affordable micro-loans.

Applications can be 
found at habitatspringfield.
org/home-preservation. 
Once on the webpage, click 
on “Apply for home preser-
vation.” 

Greater Springfield Hab-
itat is also looking for vet-
eran and military-connect-
ed volunteers to help with 
construction and to join 
our event committee, to in-
crease awareness of the vet-
eran program. 

“If you’d like to volun-
teer, we would love to have 
your support on a project,” 
Aimee said. 

For more informa-
tion, email support@habi-
tatspringfield.org.

GSHFH accepts repair 
applications for vets, 
wants military volunteers

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Regular readers of the 
column will remember 
just how much plea-

sure I get out of making and 
freezing my version of pesto. 
In other words, 
pesto without 
the expensive 
pine nuts.  

We use this 
spread in the 
rue for butternut 
squash lasagna 
and on pizza in 
place of marinara sauce. Sad-
ly, we ran out of our frozen 
“cubes” over a month ago and 
have had to resort to the store 
bought tubes of the paste.  

They’re okay, but certain-
ly not as tasty as homegrown. 
I vow I will grow more basil 
this year. Alas, if only the 
weather would cooperate.  

Read on to learn how to 
grow, harvest and ultimate-
ly turn these flavorful leaves 
into “summer in an ice cube.”

Over the years I have 

found that there are just a few 
obstacles to growing great ba-
sil. Seeds should be planted 
indoors – rarely will they do 
well from an outdoor sowing.  

S t a r t 
b a s i l 
a b o u t 
the same 
time that 
tomatoes 
are sown, 
in mid 
to late 

March. Basil is particularly 
cold sensitive, so be sure that 
all danger of frost has passed 
before transplanting it into 
the garden.   

As mentioned, we are 
waiting for the weather to 
take a turn for the better. 
Plants will die in a frost, but 
will languish during rainy 
days with temperatures in the 
forties. Hopefully this trend is 
going to subside soon.

Basil foliage has also 
been known to burn if planted 

outdoors without a period of 
hardening off. For this rea-
son, gradually get seedlings 
used to bright sun and wind 
over the course of a week be-
fore planting in the ground. 
Provide your transplants with 
fertile, well-drained soil in a 
sunny spot.  

If, over the course of the 
summer you notice that the 
leaves are no longer grass-
green, but instead are pale 
or even turning brown, your 
plants may have a nitrogen 
deficiency. I usually have had 
to “top dress” my basil twice 
after planting, each time with 
a sprinkling of balanced or-
ganic fertilizer and some aged 
compost.  

Usually they green up in a 
matter of days.

Basil has the insatiable 
desire to flower. We must 
“deadhead” or the plant will 
fulfill its earthly desire to 

More basil?  Yes, please!

Dear Rusty: 
I’m a retired Navy vet-

eran, who is going to be 
turning 65 years old this 
year. 

My question is con-
cerning mandatory Medi-
care sign-up requirements. 
Why do I have to sign up 
for Medicare coverage at 
65 when I can’t start col-
lecting full Social Secu-
rity benefits until I turn 
67? My Social Security 
benefits will not pay for 
my mandatory Medicare 
because I can’t start col-
lecting full Social Security 
benefits until I’m 67. 

I currently pay for Tri-
care and utilize my local 
Veterans Administration 
medical facilities and re-
ferrals for my healthcare. 
With me turning 65 and 
having to wait until I’m 67 
for my full Social Securi-
ty benefits, it just seems 
unfair that I’ll have to pay 
out of pocket Medicare 
monthly expenses for two 
years. Is there any way to 
avoid this unfair penalty? 

Signed: Retired 
Navy Vet 

 
Dear Retired Navy 

Vet: 
First, I want to thank 

you for your military 
service to our country. 
Please know that here at 
the AMAC Foundation we 
care a lot about our veter-
ans and you may find the 
“For Veterans” section of 

our Foundation website 
interesting – visit www.
amacfoundation.org.   

 Regarding your ques-
tion, you should be aware 
that enrolling in Medicare 
is not mandatory, but there 
are consequences if you 
do not enroll when you 
become eligible, normally 
at age 65). For one thing, 
if you are a retired veter-
an on military TriCare, 
you will lose your TriCare 
benefits if you don’t enroll 
in Medicare when you are 
eligible. 

TriCare requires that 
you enroll in Medicare 
when eligible. And, since 
you are not yet collecting 
Social Security, you will 
be required to separately 
pay the Medicare Part B 
premium directly to Medi-
care; they will bill you 
when you enroll in Medi-
care. Another potential 
consequence is that if you 
do not enroll in Medicare 
Part B when you are first 
eligible, you may incur a 
lifetime late enrollment 
penalty for enrolling in 
Part B later.  

Something else to keep 
in mind is that there are 
two “parts” to Medicare - 
Part A, which is coverage 
for inpatient hospitaliza-
tion services and Part B, 
which is coverage for out-
patient healthcare services 
– doctors, medical tests, 

I’m a retired veteran; why 
must I pay for Medicare? 

Please see GARDEN, page 13

Please see SSI, page 13
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COMMUNITY
BULLETIN BOARD

THE WILBRAHAM SHOPS
2341 BOSTON ROAD, WILBRAHAM
• Haircuts • Color • Highlights • Updos • Perms 

• Nails • Makeup & Much More

SuzannAndre Salon
 413.279.1733

Readers are encouraged to send in 
medium to high resolution photos 

for this page by e-mail to 
krivers@turley.com or

mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 

WILBRAHAMWILBRAHAM
HAMPDENHAMPDEN

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Send us in your 
announcements!

Happy Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run here free 
of charge, please keep it to less than 50 

words. Please send to krivers@turley.com

Wilbraham flags veterans graves 
ahead of Memorial Day

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Patrick Renna, the town’s director of Veteran Services, was joined by his predecessor Jered Sasen and his son Damien, Graves 
Officer Shelley Mutti, members of the Minnechaug Military Community Club and members of Girl Scout Troop 11714 for a Pre-
Memorial Day Grave Flagging on May 23. Throughout the morning, the group placed American flags on the graves of veterans at 
Adams Cemetery, Glendale Cemetery and East Wilbraham Cemetery, honoring those who made the ultimate sacrifice to protect 
this country.

Hampden participates in VFW Day of Service
On May 24, the Pat Ledoux 
VFW Post 9397 participated 
in the VFW National Day of 
Service through a parade 

route cleanup and the flagging 
of veterans’ graves at Old 
Hampden Cemetery.
For the cleanup, members 

and volunteers walked the 
Memorial Day Parade route in 
town by picking up trash and 
parade path preparation, with 
support via a cruiser from the 
Hampden Police Department 
and two golf carts provided by 
Great Horse Country Club to 
offer water and relief support 

to the walkers.
For the flagging, meanwhile, 
another team joined the 
Hampden Veterans Services 
Officer and the Minnechaug 
Military Community Club to 
place flags on veterans graves 
ahead of Memorial Day. 

Submitted photos Jered Sasen
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% 
Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your 

GOLD Towards 
A New Purchase

WE BUY  GOLD!

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI 
DOMESTIC HAM .....................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS .................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
6/5/25-6/11/256/5/25-6/11/25

USDA INSP. FROZEN 
SUPERIOR ON MAIN JUMBO PAK

ECLAIRS CREAM FILLED 30.75 OZ 

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 1 LB BAG

COOKED SHRIMP 51/60 CT .......

$166
lb

ea
$999

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN FULLY COOKED

FRIED CHICKEN CUT UP.............. $249

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ..............

$399
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 
CUTLETS CUBED ..............................

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
ST LOUIS PORK RIBS .........

$249
lb

lb
$369

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
MUENSTER CHEESE ............ $499

lb

lb
$264

$444
lb

BEEF EYE ROUND
WHOLE

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF RIB EYE STEAKS
$959

lb

$399

USDA INSP. STOREMADE CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

BONELESS CHICKEN THIGHS ......

lb

GREAT ON THE GRILL 

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS .................

$259
lb

lb

USDA INSP. MACKENZIE 12 OZ.

NATURAL CASING HOT DOGS ......$299

vendors, patrons and commu-
nity in general that resulted 
in this change. I think people 
will enjoy the better parking 
situation for example,” Hum-
mel said. “That being said, we 
are very excited to be working 
with the Scantic Valley YMCA 
moving forward! Their work 
towards supporting the com-
munity and being family-ori-
ented made them a natural fit 
as that is also what we want 
our market to be. We hope that 
this new location will lead to 
a better market experience for 
everyone!”

On what attendees should 
watch for this year, Hummel 
shared there’s a lot to look for-
ward to.

“We have added activi-
ties for the kids to enjoy this 
season. There will be face 
painting every week as well 
as a visit from a Hampden 
County therapy dog many of 

the weeks. We also teamed up 
with the Hampden Wilbraham 
Partners for Youth to expand 
the Youth Entrepreneur event. 
We will now have youth ven-
dors every other week! I love 
seeing the younger kids team 
up for the summer to create a 
business or the older kids have 
their friends come hang out to 
support them as they bridge 
the gap between high school 
and figuring out their business 
in “the real world”,” Hummel 
said. “Of course, always be on 
the lookout for fresh local pro-
duce, delicious baked goods 
and a variety of items from our 
talented artisans.”

Reflecting on her work 
with the Farmers Market, 
Hummel expressed gratitude 
for the opportunity to not only 
oversee it but also continue to 
help bring the community to-
gether.

“Running the market is a 
ton of work, but it is definite-
ly all worth it. Getting to walk 
around the market in June and 
seeing everything that I’ve 
been working on since January 
finally come to life is pretty 
special. I got to meet so many 
great people last year and I 
love getting to watch their 
businesses grow throughout 
the season and over the years. 
There have been several times 
now where a vendor’s business 
has shown up in my life com-
pletely unrelated to the market 
which is really fun. One of our 
previous vendors even has her 
own storefront now!” Hum-
mel said. “I also enjoy getting 
to be a vendor with my Wild 
Roots Farm (formerly Lettuce 
Beet Farm) alongside running 
the market. I get to experience 
both the behind-the-scenes 
and the effects of any changes 
I make for vendors firsthand.”

She also emphasized the 
impact of farmers markets 
helping community members 
and attendees connect, creat-

ing new friendships and intro-
ducing them to the local arti-
sans in town and surrounding 
communities.

“I believe local farmers 
markets are invaluable to the 
community. They are one of 
the only places where you get 
the opportunity to talk with the 
person who grew your vegeta-
bles, baked your bread, made 
your soap, etc. You can learn 
about not only everything that 
went into the product, but also 
about the person and their 
family. You become friends 
with the people you see every 
week which is a very unique 
thing in retail,” Hummel said. 
“The other unique thing is that 
100% of what you pay goes 
to the vendor and can be put 
towards continuing their busi-
ness. If you are unable to make 
it to the market, check out our 
vendors’ websites and social 
media pages to see where you 
can buy directly from them!”

For any vendors looking 
to apply, Hummel encouraged 
them to do so.

“We don’t want to miss out 
on any potential great addition 
to our market, so we keep our 
application open all season. 
Some of our returning vendors 
joined partway through last 
season. Our application can 
be found on our social media 
pages,” Hummel said.

Hummel encourages the 
community to stop by through-
out the summer, thanking ev-
eryone for their continuing 
support.

“This is only possible with 
the continued support of the 
community! They are what 
make this a truly great event. 
We can’t wait to see everyone 
there this summer!” Hummel 
said.

To learn more, visit the 
Wilbraham Farmers Market’s 
Facebook and Instagram pag-
es.

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers

Kellie Hummel, market manager at Wilbraham Farmers Market, posing at her table during the 
2024 Wilbraham Farmers Market. The 2025 season opens on June 18. 

FARMERS MARKET 
from page 1

components of the applica-
tion include work experience, 
grade point average and high 
school,” Wadzinski said.

Wadzinski said Hisgen’s 
essay “expressed that her in-
spiration to volunteer and to 
serve was rooted in her faith 
as a Catholic,” leading her to 
volunteer with many groups 
at the church including Sand-
wich Making Club, Youth 
Choir, Youth Group, Sum-
mer Bible Camp and singing 
Christmas carols to first re-
sponders.

“Then she’s taken this in-
spiration and expanded her 
service work and that spirit 
of giving back to others, to 
school--National Honor So-
ciety, Drama Club, Music 
Club, Varsity Track and Field, 
Cross Country and as well 
as giving back to our com-
munity through Wilbraham 
Cultural Council, Wilbraham 
Peach Blossom Festival, Wil-
braham United Players, Exit 
7 Players, Correspondent for 
the Wilbraham-Hampden 
Times,” Wadzinski said. “It 
is an inspiration to us all how 
you connect with these dif-
ferent communities and how 
you’ve given back.”

Hisgen thanked the 
Knights for their contribu-
tions to the community and 
shared she looks forward to 

doing more as she heads to 
college.

“Thank you so much for 
all that you do and I look for-
ward to joining more student 
service organizations and 
finding new ways to give back 
wherever I go,” Hisgen said.

Knights Member John 
Hegarty, who has been part 
of the Scholarship Committee 
for several years, introduced 
Rooney, who is part of the 
World Care Club, performed 
many community service 
projects, a National Honor 
Society member, secretary for 
the Above the Influence Club 
and volunteering through put-
ting flags on veterans graves, 
the Holyoke Soldier’s Home 
Ice Cream Social, Lorraine’s 
Soup Kitchen & Pantry and 
the Knights’ fundraising din-
ners.

Rooney, he added, also 
achieved A+’s, A’s and B+’s 
in school.

“She is an awardee of the 
Pride Pin, she got the Out-
standing Effort Award and 
she also got the Leadership 
Certificate,” Hegarty said. “In 
addition to all her volunteer 
efforts and maintaining her 
grades, she’s also a hostess at 
the Table N’ Tap 30 hours a 
week, which is kind of amaz-
ing with all of the other things 
you’re doing, Maddie.”

Rooney said she “was in-
credibly honored and hum-

bled to be standing here 
today” to receive the schol-
arship, thanking the Knights 
for “believing in young peo-
ple like me who are trying 
to make a difference in the 
world.”

It also serves as a remind-
er, for her, to continue show-
ing up for others, give back 
and carry on the values of 
service, integrity and commu-
nity.

“As we’re preparing to 
graduate from Minnechaug 
Regional High School, I take 
the next step at Bryant Uni-
versity. I’ve been reflecting on 
what truly motivates me and I 
keep coming back to this sim-
ple but powerful truth. I’m 
inspired by the idea that each 
act of kindness no matter how 
small contributes to building 
a strong, more caring commu-
nity,” Rooney said. “That be-
lief has shaped the way I try 
to live my life so far, whether 
it was organizing the Above 
the Influence group as secre-
tary, serving as a World Care 
Club member or being part of 
the National Honor Society. 
Each experience has shown 
me that when we are given 
time and our hearts to others, 
we create ripples for beyond 
what we can see.”

Wadzinski introduced Ol-
dread and noted his impact on 
bringing communities togeth-
er along with building them.

“You say, ‘So many of us 
struggle with where we fit in 
and how we fit in and it’s in-
credibly important to me to 
help reach out to others, help 
them build their community 
too,’ and you certainly fos-
ter a number of communities 
kind of along the way through 
high school,” Wadzinski said. 
“At church through different 
youth events, school through 
your activity on the Student 
Council, National Honor So-
ciety, Varsity Football, Varsity 

Volleyball and in helping with 
these different communities, 
you help create community, 
really, around yourself, which 
is helpful moving forward.”

Oldread, who has been a 
member of St. Cecilia’s his 
whole life, reflected on build-
ing community and how his 
actions--as opposed to the ti-
tles he’s held--have motivated 
him.

“Like, just the results of 
seeing kids here at camp run-
ning around and coming up to 

me from last year and saying 
hello again and remember-
ing me or kids helping build 
scarecrows at Rice’s for our 
Student Council events, roll-
ing around in hay,” Oldread 
said. “That’s the stuff that re-
ally has always motivated me 
and driven me to become the 
leader that I like to think that 
I am. That goes along with 
the Knights are and what the 
Knights stand for and I’m re-
ally appreciative for receiving 
this scholarship and for ev-
erything that you guys do.”

KofC from page 1

From the left, Noelle Hisgen, Ryan Oldread and Madeleine 
Rooney, this year’s Knights of Columbus 10195 scholarship 
recipients. The scholarship recipients were announced during 
the Knights’ May 20 meeting.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Dr. Thomas Wadzinski, 
chair of the Knights of 
Columbus 10195’ Scholarship 
Committee, announces this 
year’s recipients. 
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THE DOCTORS ARE IN...
NOW NOW 

ACCEPTING ACCEPTING 
NEW PATIENTS!NEW PATIENTS!

Call our office 
to learn more 

about our practice

2207 Boston Road, Wilbraham  • 35 Turkey Hill Road, Suite 205, Belchertown
(413) 599-1201 • Fax: (413) 596-2940 • www.pamcares.com

Gary J. Nielan, M.D.
Thirza C. Lareau, M.D.
Amy C. Kasper, M.D.
Kimberly A. Dewey, M.D.
Kimberly J. Martins, M.D.
Priya S. Malik, M.D.
Julia Komatsu, M.D.

Melissa Maciborski, M.D.
Shatabdi Pinky, M.D.
Rachel McKenna, N.P.
Solmaz Masoudi, P.A.
Nicole Santos, LMHC
Rachel Kluk, MHC

2 Convenient 
Locations! Most Insurances AcceptedEvangel Assembly

348 Stony Hill Road, Wilbraham

June 6th 
  at 7pm
June 7th 
  at 2pm & 7 pm
June 8th 
  at 6pm

admission is free

Presents

cameronpainting.com
don@cameronpainting.com

265-0263

CAMERON
PAINTING
Painting, Staining & Restoration
Superior preparationSuperior preparation for a long lasting jobfor a long lasting job

Quality Workmanship~Reliable & Fully Insured
Owner Supervised

CAMERONCAMERON
PAINTINGPAINTINGSPECIALIZING IN

Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters
Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing

Snow Removal
Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

“Their legacy is not only 
one of war, but also of re-
building, compassion and 
hope. Our responsibility 
doesn’t end when the parade 
stops or the flags are folded. 
We owe it to the living as 
well, to the veterans who re-
turned, carrying both visible 
and invisible wounds. They 
deserve not just our thanks, 
but comprehensive care, op-
portunities, dignity and a fu-
ture that reflects the depth of 
their sacrifice. To do anything 
less is to dishonor the mem-
ory of those who did not re-
turn,” Renna said.

Oliveira thanked the com-
munity for continuing to re-
member and honor their ser-
vicemen, reflecting on his late 
friend Sgt. Josh Deforge who 
died during his fourth tour of 
duty in Afghanistan in 2010.

“As we look at our 250-
year history that we’re cel-
ebrating next year and we 
just celebrated the Battles of 
Lexington and Concord just 
last month right here in Mas-
sachusetts, whether your fam-
ily was here 250 years ago or 
came this last week, we all 
come together on this week-
end to pay respect for those 
families who lost loved ones 
and to honor those who gave 
their all for their nation,” Ol-
iveira said.

Oliveira also focused on 
policies put in by the state 
to continue supporting Gold 
Star Families, including how 
a loophole for Gold Star 
spouses was closed during the 
FY26 budget debate.

“In the Commonwealth, 
prior to the passage of this 
law, Gold Star spouses were 
not eligible for the annuity 
benefit if they remarried after 
they lost their spouse,” Ol-
iveira said. “We closed that 
loophole this past week in the 
legislature because we want 
to do and make sure that we 
do everything that we possi-
bly can to honor not just the 
sacrifice that those families 
made to make sure that their 
government stands behind 
them, and we will continue 
to do more to make sure that 
Gold Star Families get the 
support that they deserve for 
losing a loved one in defense 
of our nation.”

Squindo said that Memo-
rial Day “is more than just a 
date on the calendar, it is a 
reminder of the cost of free-
dom and the enduring legacy 
of courage, duty and love for 
our country.”

“As we stand beside the 
flag that they defended, we re-
member so their sacrifice was 
not in vain. These heroes gave 
their lives not only for our 
safety and security, but also 
for the ideals that define this 
great nation: liberty, justice 
and freedom for all,” Squindo 
said.

Squindo then listed the 
freedoms listed in the Consti-
tution, which include freedom 
of religion, speech, press, as-
sembly and right to petition 
the government, calling them 
“our sacred inheritance.”

“Those we remember to-
day died for a country that 
believes not just in liberty, 

but in thoughtful, principled 
determination,” Squindo said. 
“On this Memorial Day, let 
us remember those who gave 
their lives for the liberties and 
freedoms we claim each day. 
Let us honor their actions by 
recommitting ourselves to 
the principles they died for, 
not only in our words today, 
but in our actions every day. 
Thank you and may we forev-
er hold our fallen heroes close 
to our heart.”

Reflecting on his first 
ceremony since succeeding 
Jered Sasen, the prior director 
of Veterans Services, Renna 
was thrilled with the turnout 
and support.

“I really felt privileged to 
speak some words for Me-
morial Day and couldn’t be 
happier with how many peo-
ple showed up and just all of 
the positive, great attitudes 
everyone had. Volunteers 
helping with everything from 
setup to tear down,” Renna 
said. “Everyone was great 
and just really puts a cap on 
all of the support I got from 
the community so far, which 
is wonderful.”

Renna hopes attendees 
take time to remember and 
reflect on this Memorial Day.

“Generations before them 
have gone off to war and have 
not made it home and it’s be-
cause of those sacrifices that 
we have all the rights and 
freedoms that we have today,” 
Renna said.

WILBRAHAM from page 1

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

2023 Veteran of the Year Robert Kelliher, Jr. talks with 
State Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow) after the Memorial Day 
ceremony in Wilbraham.

Pat Serra, president of the Wilbraham Garden Club, presents 
the Memorial Day Wreath to Patrick Renna, director of 
Veterans Services.

State Sen. Jake Oliveira 
(D-Ludlow) shares Memorial 
Day reflections.

Cody Erskine leads the POW/
Missing in Action Presentation 
on behalf of the Minnechaug 
Regional High School Military 
Community Club.

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

WILBRAHAM - Wilbra-
ham & Monson Academy 
graduated 83 seniors and 
postgraduates on May 24 at 
its 221st Commencement 
Exercises.

The Class of 2025 hailed 
from 7 states (Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Is-
land, New York, New Hamp-
shire, New Jersey, Virginia) 
and 22 countries (Bangla-
desh, Brazil, China, Czech 
Republic, India, Italy, Ja-
maica, Japan, Kazakhstan, 
Republic of Korea, Mexico, 
Nigeria, United Kingdom, 
Angola, Russian Federation, 
Spain, Thailand, Turkey, 

Ukraine, United States, Viet-
nam and Zimbabwe).

The following students 
graduated from local towns 
in Western Massachusetts 
and Connecticut:

From Belchertown: Kay-
la Makkiya

From Brimfield: Ludmilla 
Venades

From East Longmead-
ow: Abigail Brunelle, Ryan 
Clark, Lauren Garvey, So-
phia Najeebi, Regan Zhao

From Ellington: Rose 
Marie Sadlak

From Fiskdale: Ally 
Orquiola

From Hampden: Jason 
Foerster, Mark Tobias

From Longmeadow: 
Emma Landry, Alexander 
Torres

From Ludlow: Rebecca 
Kakule, Benjamin Presz

From Somers: Ashley 
Birkenshaw, Cooper Dwyer

From Springfield: Malena 
Donovan, Ashley Li, Isabelle 
Rivera

From Wilbraham: Kay-
den Chhoun, John Crocker, 
Seamus Dineen, Mariana 
Mujica, Oliva Tierney, Bres-
lin Grozio, Katherine Healy, 
Gabriel Enrico Cruz, Elena 
Baltazar

The Wilbraham & Monson Academy Class of 2025.

Wilbraham & Monson Academy 
graduates 83

WILBRAHAM - The 
community is invited to par-
ticipate in the inaugural 3.3 
Miles for Change walk, an 
event honoring the lives of 
Sima and Dylan Pariseau, 
and supporting survivors of 
domestic violence. 

The walk will take place 
on Saturday, June 14 at 
Fountain Park, 883 Tinkham 
Road, Wilbraham, MA, with 

registration opening at 9 a.m. 
and the walk commencing at 
10 a.m., rain or shine. 

Sima, 56, and her 
27-year-old son, Dylan, trag-
ically lost their lives on June 
16, 2024, in an act of domes-
tic violence. This event aims 
to honor their memory by 
raising awareness and funds 
to support others affected by 
similar tragedies.  

Across the United States, 
nearly one in two women 
and more than 2 in 5 men 
have reported experiencing 
intimate partner violence 
at some point in their lives. 
All proceeds will benefit the 
YWCA of Western Massa-
chusetts, directly supporting 
its domestic violence assis-

Wilbraham walk turns tragedy into action:
3.3 Miles for Change honors Sima and Dylan Pariseau

Please see WALK, page 10
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families gathered beneath the 
World War I Monument on 
the village green. “It feels like 
a Lifetime movie here today.”

Jered S. Sasen, quarter-
master of Hampden’s Pat Le-
doux VFW Post, spoke about 
the significance of Memorial 
Day. Sasen, a Navy veteran, is 
a national service officer for 
the Executive Office of Veter-
ans Services.

“I’ve seen first-hand the 
power of this day, the weight 
of this day and the impor-
tance of this day….It’s a day 
etched in blood, forged in 
sacrifice and hallowed by the 
memory of heroes. It’s a day 
to walk among the rows of 
white stones in our national 
cemeteries to read the names 
etched in granite and to feel 
the profound absence of those 
who should be standing with 
us here today,” Sasen said.

Sasen closed his remarks 
saying: “Remember our na-
tion’s heroes and their sacri-
fices. Remember their legacy 
and the families they left be-

hind. And let us resolve to-
gether to live lives worthy of 
their sacrifice, to build a na-
tion worthy of their devotion 
and to ensure that their mem-
ories live on forever.”

Following Sasen, the 
Girls Scouts led the group 
in the Pledge of Allegiance 
and released memorial flow-
ers in the Scantic River. Rev. 
Mark Stelzer of Hampden’s 
St. Mary’s Church deliv-
ered an invocation and The 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School choir sang “The Star 
Spangled Banner.”

Hampden Selectboard 
Chair Don Davenport also ad-
dressed the crowd.

“Our gathering is not a lot 
but is one small way we can 
honor those who have made 
the ultimate sacrifice so that 
we may live in freedom. Your 
presence here today—all of 
you—and that of the people 
gathering all across America 
is a tribute to those lost troops 
and their families,” Daven-
port said.

Cody Erskine of Min-
nechaug’s Military Com-
munity Club and Pastor 
Skip Gunn of Hampden’s 
LifeStream Church paid hom-
age to fallen soldiers as well 
as POWs and MIAs.

The ceremony concluded 
with the laying of a wreath 
presented by the Hampden 
Garden Club, a gun salute by 
six VFW members and the 
playing of Taps.

Following the ceremony, 
Heath Joseph, commander of 
Hampden’s VFW Post, who 
served in Afghanistan and 
Iraq, said: “I’ve had some 
friends of mine who didn’t 
come home so I get to re-
member them today—I re-
member them every day, but 
this day is special.”

He added, “We had a great 
turnout. The town of Hamp-
den has always been very 
supportive of what we do at 
the VFW.”

After the ceremony, many 

in the crowd lined up for free 
hot dogs and ice cream.

The Hampden Fire De-
partment grilled 70 pounds of 
hot dogs, donated by Hamp-
den’s Village Food Mart, 
while the Hampden Police 
Department purchased 503 
ice cream cups to distribute to 
the crowd.

The day was bittersweet 
for Hampden Chief of Police 
Scott Trombly. After 31 years 
on the force, he will retire in 
July.

Although looking forward 
to more free time and time for 
his family, he said, “I have 
mixed emotions. I love our 
community and the people in 
it.”

By noon, bake sale goods 
were half off and the Hamp-
den Garden Club’s many sale 
tables were nearly empty.

Garden Club President Lil 
Fedora said the club will use 
the proceeds from the sale to 
plant trees in Hampden, sup-
port scholarships and fund 
another tradition—planting 
daffodils around town. Over 
the years, club members have 
planted well over 10,000 
bulbs in Hampden.

As the crowd dispersed, 
Hampden Selectboard Mem-
ber John Flynn walked home 
with pumpkin bread and 
chocolate chip cookies to 
bring to the next day’s Select-
board meeting.

“I remember watching the 
parade as a child in the ear-
ly sixties,” Flynn said. “This 
was the biggest crowd in 
years. We had a range of ages 
and perfect weather. It was re-
ally wonderful to see so many 
people come out today.”

Hampden’s MEMORIAL DAYMEMORIAL DAY

tance and awareness programs. 
Sophie Pariseau, Sima’s 

daughter and Dylan’s sister, 
is hopeful the event will raise 
awareness and help other fami-
lies. 

“This walk is my way of 
standing up, not just for my mom 
and brother, but for every family, 
every survivor, and every vic-
tim who has not yet found their 
voice, and every life we still have 
the power to protect,” said Sophie 
Pariseau. “I am not naive enough 
to think that we can change the 
landscape of domestic violence, 
but I do know that by coming 
together, raising awareness, and 
sharing Sima and Dylan’s sto-
ry, we might help even just a 
few find a way out, or avoid the 

heartbreak that my family has 
faced. My hope is that this walk 
becomes and is remembered as 
a symbol of hope, support, and 
change in our community.”  

Event Details: 
Date: Saturday, June 14, 2025 
Time: Registration at 9 a.m.; 

Walk begins at 10 a.m. 
Location: Fountain Park, 883 

Tinkham Road, Wilbraham, MA 
Distance: 3.3 miles 
Registration Fees: Individual 

Participant: $33 
Children 12 and Under: $12
Fenway’s Friends (Dog Reg-

istration): $10 
Donation Only: Any amount 
The 3.3-mile distance and 

$33 registration fee hold spe-
cial significance, representing 
Dylan’s beloved baseball jersey 
number, 33. This symbolic ges-

ture underscores the personal 
connection and the community’s 
commitment to honoring his leg-
acy. 

Participants will receive an 
exclusive 3.3 Miles for Change 
T-shirt, with the first 500 regis-
trants guaranteed a shirt. Addi-
tionally, the first 100 dog regis-
trants will receive a special 3.3 
Miles for Change dog bandana. 

Attendees are encouraged to 
stay after the walk for a commu-
nity raffle, with both cash and 
Venmo accepted for participa-
tion. 

By joining the 3.3 Miles for 
Change Walk, participants con-
tribute to a cause that extends 
beyond remembrance. The event 
seeks to provide crucial support 
to survivors of domestic violence 
and to raise awareness about the 

pervasive issue affecting count-
less individuals and families. 

About the YWCA of 
Western Massachusetts: 
The YWCA of Western Mas-

sachusetts is dedicated to elim-
inating racism, empowering 
women, and promoting peace, 
justice, freedom, and dignity for 
all. Their domestic violence pro-
grams offer shelter, counseling, 
and advocacy services to individ-
uals and families in need. 

Registration and Donations: 
To register for the walk or to 

make a donation, please visit: 
https://milesforchange.redpodi-
um.com/33-miles-for-change 

For more information, media 
inquiries, or general questions, 
please contact Sophie Pariseau at 
3.3milesforchange@gmail.com.

Jered Sasen, quartermaster of Hampden’s Pat 
Ledoux VFW Post. 

Rev. Mark Stelzer brought his 
dog, Maggie, to the parade.

The Minnechaug Regional High School band marches up Main 
Street.

HAMPDEN from page 1

Turley photos by Patricia Sullivan

Brian and Jennifer Wood of Hampden with their children.

The Hampden Police Department distributed free hot dogs.

Hudson and Blake Rogers of Hampden watch the parade with 
their mother, Faith Przybycien.

WALK from page 9Hampden Community 
Garden accepting plot 
reservations

HAMPDEN - Hampden Community Gar-
den is now accepting plot reservations for 2025. 

The 20’x20’ plots are tilled, staked, and 
ready for your flower and vegetable seeds and 
plants. For the $20 fee, gardeners will enjoy 
having water and hoses on site, ample parking 
and easy access. 

The garden is located beyond the parking 
lot at Green Meadows School on North Road. 
To secure your plot, contact Clark Kadis at ck-
adis13@gmail.com.

 Gardening is a family and friends activity 
with tasty and money saving rewards. Join us!

please recycle this newspaper
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WILBRAHAM – Re-
cently, Minnechaug Regional 
High School girls tennis had 
its final home match against 
East Longmeadow. The Fal-
cons were defeated 4-1, and 
also lost their final two reg-
ular season matches to West 
Springfield and Granby. The 
Falcons entered the state tour-
nament last week, finishing in 
the top 32 in the state despite 
a 4-13 record.

Falcons 
close 
regular 
season

Ainsley Holden is focused on her return hit.

Ava Croteau turns the ball across the court.Chloe Robinson gets an underhand hit. Ellie Gaudreau winds up for a big backhand.

Wenxi Gao gets 
her body behind 

this return.

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande

Falcons 
shut out by 
Cardinals 
in WMass 
title game

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

H O LY O K E — N o t 
many people probably 
thought that Minnechaug 
Regional would be one of 
the baseball teams play-
ing in this year’s Western 
Mass. Class A champion-
ship game.

The sixth-seeded Fal-
cons advanced into the 
finals where they battled 
top-seeded Pope Francis 
in an old fashion pitcher’s 
duel.

The contest was score-
less until the bottom of the 
sixth inning when the Car-
dinals plated three runs 
leading to a 3-0 victory 
at Mackenzie Stadium 
in Holyoke, last Tuesday 
night.

“It was a great high 
school baseball game to-
night,” said Minnechaug 
head coach Mike Netkov-
ick. “They scored a couple 
of runs in the sixth and we 
couldn’t capitalize on our 
chances. We’ve played a 
lot of baseball during the 
past ten days.”

It was the Falcons first 
trip to the Western Mass. 
championship game since 
they lost to Taconic in the 
Western Mass. Division 1 
finals in 2017.

The Falcons, who en-
tered the 2025 Division 
2 state tournament with 
a 12-8 record, faced the 
third-seeded Westfield 
Bombers in the quarterfi-
nals of the Class A tour-
nament. 

It started to rain prior 
to the start of the quar-
terfinal game, which was 
played on May 23 at Bul-
lens Field in Westfield. 

Minnechaug scored 
five runs with the help of 
several wild pitches in the 
top of the first inning be-
fore the umpires decided 
to suspend the game. The 
Falcons players made an-
other trip to Westfield two 
days later where they cele-
brated an 8-0 victory.

“Having a five run 
lead when we resumed 
the quarterfinal game did 
give us some breathing 
room,” Netkovick said. 
“The players are always 
a little bit nervous in the 
first postseason game of 
the year.”

The winning pitcher in 
the quarterfinal game was 
junior Evan Liverseidge, 
who allowed only four 
base hits in six innings. Ju-
nior Ian Angelica pitched 
the final inning.

Because seventh seed-
ed Agawam upset sec-
ond-seeded Springfield 
Central, 5-0, in the quar-
terfinals, the Falcons faced 
the Brownies in the semi-
finals at home on Memo-
rial Day.

“We weren’t expecting 
to play a home game in 
the Western Mass. tourna-
ment,” Netkovick added. 
“Things worked out in our 
favor and it’s always nice 
to play a tournament game 
at home.”

The Falcons squeaked 
out a 4-2 win in that game. 
Sophomore Sam Przybyl, 
who went the distance, 
was the winning pitcher in 
the semifinal victory. He 

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Putting the 
ball into the back of the net 
wasn’t a major issue for the 
Western Mass. Pioneers in 
their first two regular season 
matches.

The Pioneers, who out-
scored Boston City and the 
Albany Rush, 15-0, on the 
road, played a 1-1 draw 
against the Seacoast United 
Phantoms in the home opener 
at historic Lusitano Stadium 
on May 23.

“I thought it was a very 
good game tonight,” said 
longtime Pioneers head coach 
Federico Molinari. “Seacoast 
won the championship last 
year and they’re a very good 
team again this year. They 
defended very well against 
us. We did play much better 
during the second half than 
we did in the first half.”

The Pioneers first home 
match was played on a miser-

able night weatherwise.
Eleven different players 

scored a goal in the Pioneers’ 
first two road matches. 

Israel Neto led the way 
offensively with three goals. 
Matt Cence and Robbie Ly-
ons both scored two goals. 
The other goals for the Pio-
neers were scored by Oskar 
Kaufmann, Aiden Kelly, Aus-
tin Bush, Jose Suarez, Jose 
Bustamante, Gustavo Barbo-
sa, and Mamadi Jiana, who’s 
a former member of the Chi-
copee boys’ soccer team.  

The Phantoms (0-1-1), 
who are the defending USL 
League Two National cham-
pions, had won the previous 
three matchups between the 
two rivals held at Lusitano 
Stadium. 

The home team had an 
opportunity to take an early 
lead, but a breakaway oppor-
tunity by Kaufmann in the 
second minute of the match 
was saved by Seacoast goalie 
Jahn Tobias.

With 15 minutes remain-

ing in the first half, Tobias 
made a diving save on another 
shot attempt from Kaufmann.

Down at the other end of 
the field, Western Mass. goal-
ie Cameron Hall also made 
a couple of key saves, which 
kept the contest scoreless un-
til the second half.

The Phantoms also had 
nine corner kicks during the 
first 45 minutes.

Early in the second half, 
the referee awarded the Phan-
toms a penalty kick following 
a foul inside the box.

Hall, who posted shutouts 
in the first two matches, made 
a diving save on the shot taken 
by Taig Healy. The ball was 
deflected away by Hall, but 
Healy was in the right spot to 
knock home the rebound shot 
giving the visiting team a 1-0 
advantage. 

The Pioneers scored the 
equalizer a little more than 

After pair of big wins, Pioneers draw in home opener

Santiago Blasco Gomez balances the ball.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Israel Neto looks to clear the ball away.Mamadi Jiana advances up the field.
Jaiden Williams sets for a 
throw-in.

Please see FALCONS, 
page 12

Please see PIONEERS, 
page 12
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Marsh plant
  6. Southern constellation 

(“The Peacock”)
 10. Fogginess
 14. Home to Fools’ Day
 15. Absence of the sense 

of pain
 17. Popular November 

holiday
 19. Consume food
 20. Buddy
 21. Long-haired goat-

antelope
 22. Japanese honorific
 23. Actor Malek
 24. One point south of 

southeast
 26. Illegal acts
 29. As fast as can be 

done
 31. Prevents harm to 

young

 32. Exclamation of 
satisfaction

 34. African nation
 35. Slow-moving animal
 37. Oh, goodness!
 38. A team’s best pitcher
 39. Cleanser
 40. Radioactivity units
 41. Expectorated matter
  1. Satisfy
  2. European health 

advocate
  3. Expression of 

annoyance
  4. Strong liquor 
  5. Large red deer
  6. Holder of less 

common religious 
beliefs

  7. West Indian shrub
  8. Family of proteins
  9. Wealthy, influential 

business leader

 10. Low spirits
 11. Approves food
 12. Monetary unit of Iran 

and Oman
 13. Mary __, cosmetics
 16. Expressed in pithy 

maxims
 18. Relaxing spaces
 22. The NFL’s big game
 23. Proof of payment 

(abbr.)
 24. Starchy preparation 

of dried orchid tubers
 25. Indicates near
 27. Minneapolis suburb
 28. Herring-like fish 
 29. Doctors’ group
 30. Pouches
 31. Bread dipping in 

sauce
 33. Commercials 
 35. A reminder of past 

events

 36. Affected by injury
 37. Geological time
 39. Stationary part of a 

motor
 42. Brings together
 43. Of sound mind
 44. Personal computer
 46. Without (French)
 47. A bank might give 

you one
 48. Agricultural testing 

organization
 49. A small island
 50. Type of gene
 51. Murres
 52. Card game
 53. A measure of human 

health
 54. Australian airline 

(abbr.)
 55. One point south of 

due west
 56. Affirmative

SPORTS

BOSTON – Position 
Sports, in partnership with 
the Naismith Basketball Hall 
of Fame, announced that 
projected preseason Top 10 
teams UConn and BYU will 
meet in the Hall of Fame Se-
ries Boston event on Saturday, 
Nov. 15, at TD Garden. This 
marks just the second meet-
ing between the programs, 
with the Huskies defeating the 
Cougars in the first matchup 
during the opening round of 
the 2003 NCAA Tournament.

“We’re thrilled to establish 
TD Garden as our newest Hall 
of Fame Series venue, cre-
ating a basketball showcase 
in the heart of New England, 
just a short journey from our 
home in Springfield,” said 
John L. Doleva, President and 
CEO of the Naismith Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame. “The 

matchup between UConn and 
BYU brings together one of 
the sport’s premier programs 
and one of its most exciting 
up-and-coming teams, led by 
a local talent in AJ Dybantsa. 
This event not only highlights 
elite college basketball but 
also reinforces our ongoing 
relationship with the Boston 
Celtics and our shared com-
mitment to celebrating the 
game’s rich history in the re-
gion.”

This will be UConn’s sec-
ond appearance in the Hall 
of Fame Series, following a 
win over Gonzaga at Madison 
Square Garden last Decem-
ber. The Huskies are led by 
two-time National Champion 
Alex Karaban, who hails from 
Southborough, Mass. BYU, 
featuring Brockton, Mass., 
product and consensus No. 1 

incoming recruit A.J. Dyban-
sta, is also set to participate 
in the Hall of Fame Series 
Las Vegas event on Opening 
Night, Nov. 3.

“Bringing the Hall of Fame 
Series to Boston for the first 
time is an exciting milestone, 
especially just down the road 
from the Naismith Basketball 
Hall of Fame in Springfield,” 
said Melissa Meacham-Gross-
man, President of Position 
Sports. “UConn’s champion-
ship legacy and BYU’s emerg-
ing star power—highlighted 
by Massachusetts’ own A.J. 
Dybansta—set the stage for a 
memorable night at TD Gar-
den, in a city where the game’s 
history runs deep, thanks to 
the tradition of the Boston 
Celtics and the legacy of their 
many Hall of Famers.”

Further details regarding 

ticketing, game times, broad-
cast details, and media cre-
dentials for the event will be 
shared at a later date. 

The Hall of Fame Series, 
owned and operated by Po-
sition Sports, is a premier 
collection of multi-game, sin-
gular events that feature top 
collegiate basketball programs 
in high-profile non-conference 
matchups played both domes-
tically and abroad. Past stops 
have included the follow-
ing cities: Baltimore (2024), 
Charlotte (2023), Las Vegas 
(2023-24), New York (2024), 
Phoenix (2023-24), San An-
tonio (2023), and Toronto 
(2023).

For more Hall of Fame Se-
ries information and updates, 
please visit HOFSeries.com 
or follow @HOFSeries on all 
social platforms.

Hall series coming to TD Garden

allowed two runs on seven 
hits with nine strikeouts and 
only two walks. 

“Sam pitched an out-
standing game in the semi-
finals,” Netkovick said. “He 
pitched seven innings and 
only allowed a couple of 
hits.” 

Senior shortstop Bryce 
Barlow led the offense 
against the Brownies with 
two hits and a pair of RBIs.

Senior right-hander 
Ethan Purcell, who’s the 
Falcons ace, was the Falcons 
starting pitcher in the cham-
pionship game. He hooked 
up with Pope Francis senior 
lefty Jackson Petrin.

Purcell, who’ll be play-
ing college baseball at Went-
worth, allowed three runs on 
four hits with two walks and 
five strikeouts against the 
Cardinals (16-5) in the Class 
A finals.

“Ethan has had many 
outstanding performances 
on the mound during the 
past three years,” Netkovick 
said. “He did exactly what 
we needed him to do in to-
night’s game. The guy’s love 
playing behind him.”      

Both pitchers threw the 
ball well.”

The Cardinals, who took 
home the Class A champion-
ship trophy for the first time, 
had a batter reach first base 
with two outs in each of the 
first three frames.

Petrin, who’ll be playing 
college baseball at UMass 
Dartmouth, allowed two hits 
and only issued one walk. 
He had seven strikeouts. 

Petrin retired the first 
nine batters that he faced 
before Barlow lined a single 
over the first baseman into 
right field leading off the top 
of the fourth. He was then 
thrown out trying to steal 
second base by senior catch-
er Mick Burns.

Senior second baseman 
Ben Daniels kept the fourth 
inning alive by drawing a 
two-out walk. The next bat-

ter hit a pop-up caught by 
junior first baseman Andrew 
Gagne on the mound for the 
final out.

The other seniors listed 
on the Falcons roster are 
Aaron Gasteyer, Joe Smith, 
Paul Diehl, and Aiden Ro-
drigues.

“The senior class are 
a very special group of 
baseball players,” Netkov-
ick said. “I wish that we 
could’ve had a better result 
for them in tonight’s game, 
but they’ve battled hard all 
season long.”

With two outs in the top 
of the sixth, Barlow blasted 
a triple to the gap in right 
center. He was stranded 
there as junior catcher Alex 
Savlick hit a flyball to center 
ending the threat.

“Alex hit the ball well, 
but it just couldn’t find any 
grass,” Netkovick said. “We 
didn’t have very many base 
hits tonight.”

Following back-to-back 
singles in the bottom half of 
the frame, Gagne delivered 
an RBI single to rightfield 
which scored the game’s 
first run. The Cardinals’ oth-
er two runs scored on sacri-
fice flies from junior second 
baseman Mark Jodoin and 
Burns.

Petrin retired the side in 
order in the top of the sev-
enth inning before being 
mobbed by his teammates 
on the mound.

The Falcons, who en-
tered the state tournament 
as the 29th seed, postseason 
journey continued with a 1-0 
home shutout victory over 
36th seeded Lynn Classical 
in a Division 2 preliminary 
round game.

Liverseidge, who gave 
up just three hits in seven in-
nings, won his second post-
season game.  

The Falcons were sched-
uled to face fourth-seeded 
Walpole on the road in the 
round of 32 game on Mon-
day afternoon.

FALCONS from page 11

ten minutes later.
The scoring play began 

with Suarez sending a cross-
ing pass from the left side of 
the penalty area to Kaufmann, 
who fired a shot into the lower 
right corner of the net.

Neither team was able to 
score another goal during the 
last 30 minutes of regulation. 

The second meeting of the 
regular season between the 
two squads is scheduled to 
take place on June 25th.

The Pioneers played a 
road match against the Boston 
Bolts on June 3 before return-
ing home three nights later to 
face NEFC, who’s competing 
at the USL-League Two level 
for the first time this season.

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
announced six guaranteed 
home game dates at the 
MassMutual Center for the 
2025-26 season. 

The franchise will kick 
off its 10th Anniversary 
celebration on Saturday, 
Oct. 11 for Opening Night. 
Additionally, the following 
dates will be on the home 
ice schedule next season:

• Friday, Nov. 7
• Saturday, Dec. 6
• Saturday, Jan. 10
• Saturday, Feb. 21
• Saturday, March 7
Promotional informa-

tion and opponents for these 
nights, as well as the rest of 
the 2025-26 season sched-

ule, will be unveiled later 
this summer. Stay tuned for 
more information on what 
promises to be a historic 
10th year for the Thunder-
birds franchise. 

The 2024-25 regular 
season may be over, but 
the Thunderbirds’ front of-
fice staff and Boomer will 
remain as active as ever in 
the Springfield community 
throughout the late Spring 
and Summer. For more in-
formation on upcoming 
events, stay tuned to the 
T-Birds on social media @
ThunderbirdsAHL, or vis-
it the Community Tab on 
www.SpringfieldThunder-
birds.com.

T-Birds announce home 
opener for 10th season

HOLYOKE – There’s 
never been a better time to 
visit the International Vol-
leyball Hall 
of Fame. As 
we gear up 
for the 2025 
I n d u c t i o n 
C e r e m o n y 
this October, 
we’re unveil-
ing a series 
of exciting 
new exhibits that celebrate 
the global spirit and rich 
history of our sport.

“Volleyballs Around 
the World”

 
Take a journey across con-
tinents and cultures to see 
how volleyball connects 
communities worldwide. 
From backyard courts to 
Olympic arenas, this exhibit 
highlights the sport’s uni-
versal appeal.

“The History of Puer-
to Rican Volleyball” 
Discover the passion and 
pride of Puerto Rico’s vol-
leyball legacy, featuring 

iconic athletes from the 
Puerto Rican Volleyball 
Hall of Fame, landmark mo-

ments, and 
the island’s 
lasting im-
pact on the 
internation-
al stage.

Reimag-
ined Beach 
Volleyball 

Exhibit
Get a fresh look at the 

sand-side of the sport with 
a dynamic update to our 
Beach Volleyball exhibit—
featuring new stories, leg-
endary players, and Olym-
pic highlights that defined 
eras.

Whether you’re stopping 
by this summer or joining 
us in October for Induction 
Weekend, don’t miss these 
powerful additions to the 
Hall experience. They’re 
more than exhibits—they’re 
celebrations of the game we 
all love.

Plan your visit today—
and make history part of 
your journey.

New exhibit opens 
at Volleyball Hall

PIONEERS from page 11

Turley photo by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Cameron Hall, Pioneers goalie, sends a free kick away.

Follow Turley 
Sports on 
Instagram

Turley Publications sports 
department has recently 
joined Instagram. You can 
find our account by search-
ing “turleysports.” We will 
regularly feature samples of 
photos that you will see in 
our publications on a week-
ly basis. Please follow and 
share with your friends and 
loved ones. We will be featur-
ing photos from all 11 of our 
sports sections, but as always, 
you can see all the photos that 
appear by subscribing to your 
local paper or picking up a 
copy in your community.

Book Sale 
takes place 
June 13-14

HAMPDEN - To benefit 
The Friends of The Hampden 
Senior Citizens and also The 
Friends of the Hampden Free 
Public Library, a HUGE Book 
Sale will take place on Friday, 
June 13 and Saturday June 14 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

This event will be held at 
24 Greenleaf Drive in Hamp-
den. There will be more than 
a thousand books to choose 
from and there are books by 
all kinds of authors.   

Prices will be $1 for hard-
cover and 50 cents for pa-
perback. If anyone has any 
questions, please contact 
Joan Shea at 413-566-8224, a 
member of both boards.     www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Public AuctioN
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25TH at 11:00 A.M.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

• MONSON, MASSACHUSETTS •

241 Palmer Road     MONSON, MA 
To be sold on the Premises 

★ UNDER CONSTRUCTION ★ 
7 ROOMS / 3 BEDROOMS

1 1/2 STORY

CONTEMPORARY STYLE HOME
“LOCATED ON ROUTE 32/PALMER ROAD”

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney Jerry B. Plumb

Of the firm of O’Connell & Plumb, P.C.
75 Market Place, Springfield, MA

Attorney for Mortgagee
Terms of Sale: $10,000.00 Initial Deposit Cash, Bank or Certified Funds. 

Deposit to be Increased to 10% of Purchase Price Within 5 Business Days.
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.

Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale.

 Features:
• 1½ Story Contemporary Style Home • ±2 Acres of Land •

• Total of (7) Rooms w/ (3) Bedrooms & (2) Baths •
• ±1,800 S/F of Area • Full Basement • Vinyl Siding • 

• Open Porch • Public Water • Private Septic • 
• Map ID: 128/013G • Zoned: Res •

★ One Car Attached Garage ★
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141 Porter Road
East Longmeadow MA

413-525-3532

Po
rt

er 
Road Pet Care

Boarding . Day Care .
 Gr

oo

mi
ng

 

Porter Road Pet Care

www.porterroadpetcare.com

Save $5
on Daycare, 
Grooming 

or Boarding 
Services

Limit 1 coupon per pet.
Expires 6/30/25

• Day Care 
• Boarding                         
 Web Cams  
 Heated 
 Large 
 Indoor/Outdoor 
 Accommodations
 Playtime Available - 
 Fenced in 
 1/4 Acre Lot

• SPA Services 
   Available
 Bathing
 Haircuts
 Maincures

Summer is here and that means vacations 
and road trips. We hate leaving our furry 
friends behind though…so don’t!

For the past 5 years we have brought our 
dog Samson with us on all our driving trips 
throughout New England. From hotels to 
vacation rentals, to glamping. Mountains, 
lakes, and beaches. Restaurants, activities, 
and special events. Hiking, water sports, 
sight-seeing or just lounging by the ocean 
or the pool, Samson has done it all with us! 
What we have found is that there is a huge 

industry behind making it oh so easy to 
bring your best buddy along and enjoy your 
vacation with him! 

Here are some tips to help you have a 
successful road trip with your dog:

Plan Ahead: Research pet-friendly 
accommodations and destinations. Websites 
like GoPetFriendly.com, BringFido.com and 
FluentWoof.com can help you find great 
places to visit.  When looking for a pet-
friendly place to stay check out Booking.
com, Vrbo.com and AirBnB.com. If there is 

a specific place or event you are interested 
in call ahead and ask if they are pet friendly. 
You’ll be surprised how many are!

Pack Essentials: Make sure to bring all his 
comforts of home. Bring food, water, bowls, 
leashes, waste bags, and any necessary 
health documents. Also, his own bed, favorite 
toys etc. Try to keep to his regular feeding 
schedule.

Keep Him Safe: If your dog doesn’t mind 
a crate, this is a great option to keep him 
safe and comfortable. Another alternative to 

look into is a special car bed or back seat 
hammock with a safety harness.

Take Breaks: Schedule regular stops for 
bathroom breaks and exercise to keep your 
dog comfortable and happy.

Explore Together: Look for dog-friendly 
activities and parks along your route to make 
the trip enjoyable for both you and your dog. 

Planning is key to a successful trip and 
these tips will help ensure a fun and safe 
road trip experience for you and your furry 
friend!

Take A Road Trip With Your Dog!

PET OF THE MONTH
Meet Stanley!Meet Stanley!

He’s around 8 years old and a Lab mix. He was 
a rescue from Arkansas and was adopted by the 
Gibbs family in 2021. He is very friendly and loves 
all people. He is a lazy dude who likes to snooze 
all day and loves to lay in the sun. He has a great 
sense of smell and enjoys tracking all sorts of 
animals that cross through the yard. He has two 
human sisters who are 2.5 years and 6 months 
old who love to snuggle with him!

Wilbraham Animal Hospital
2424 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

413.596.8395
wilbrahamanimalhospital.com

East Springfield Veterinary Hospital
525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA
413.739.6389 • esvhospital.com
(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291)

Open Evenings & Saturdays

WILBRAHAM
Animal Hospital

Andrew R. Hersman, DVM
Lynn Dgetluck, DVM 

William D. Anderson, DVM
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM

Denise Chiminiello, DVM
Leah Guidry, DVM

Madison Harris, DVM
Nicholas Schipper, DVM

Now Accepting
New Patients!

ATTENTION
READERS! 

Send in your pet picture for our 
“Pet of the Month” and receive a 

FREE weekend get-away or 
spa package for your pet 

courtesy of Porter Road Pet Care. 
Email your photos to: 

jwalker@turley.com. Please include 
your name and your pet’s name.

ELDOTC
East Longmeadow Dog

Obedience Training Club
Classes held at 

546 Main Street, Hampden, MA
Classes held every Monday-Thursday evenings

We Teach You How to Train Your Dog!

Facebook.com/eastlongmeadowdogobedience

Obedience Training - 
Beginner to Utility

For Information or to Register
Call (413) 355-0553

eastlongmeadowdogobedience.com

Start Your 
Puppy or Rescue 
Off Right With 

Obedience Training 
at ELDOTC!

• “Saturday In the Park!”
 Every Saturday at Post Office Park, Wilbraham
 12 noon - Pack Walk
 All ages & breeds - $20 each - Attend 1 class or both!
• Wednesday Nights in Belchertown
 Obedience & Socialization Group Classes. Located on the 

common area in front of Christopher Heights & Belchertown 
Day School. All ages & breeds. 5:30 p.m. - $20 each

• Private training in your home
• Intro to your puppy or new rescue training 
• Basic obedience, life and manners training
• Behavior modification

NEW DAY TRAIN 
PROGRAM:

STARTING IN JULY!
COMING IN AUGUST:
– 3-DAY BEHAVIOR 

TRAINING SEMINAR –
Change Your Dog’s Outlook

413-246-0859 • AKC Certified

All 
Outdoor 
Classes
Weather 

Permitting

reproduce by making and 
dropping seed, all at the ex-
pense of foliage production. 
Since we grow this plant for 
its leaves and not its seed, or 
its flowers for that matter, clip 
away the buds at the first sign 
of them.  

Another challenge to basil 
growing has been the Japa-
nese beetle. Basil leaves rid-
dled with chew marks should 
best be removed. 

Japanese beetles are rel-
atively easy to hand pick in 
the morning and at night. A 
gentle tap on a leaf will eas-

ily knock beetles into a wide 
mouth jar of soapy water po-
sitioned underneath.  

Ideally, basil leaves should 
be harvested after the dew has 
dried in the morning but be-
fore the sun shines too bright-
ly; at that particular time its 
oils are the most pungent. 

As mentioned, I like freez-
ing basil in paste form. Sim-
ply take two cups of rinsed 
and blotted dry basil leaves 
and coarsely chop them in 
a food processor. While the 
motor is running drizzle in 
one-quarter to one-third of a 
cup of extra virgin olive oil. 
You can add parmesan cheese 

to taste or save that step for 
later. 

Spoon the paste into con-
tainers, or as I like to do, into 
ice cube trays to be frozen for 
use later on. If you like garlic, 
go ahead and add that in. Fan 
of pine nuts? Go for it!  

Pop the frozen cubes out 
of the tray and into freez-
er bags.  Then you can grab 
what you need for a particular 
recipe.

All this talk of basil has 
got me itching to get my 
transplants into the ground.  
Soon enough, let’s hope!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
ject line.  

GARDEN from page 6

etc. Medicare Part A is free 
to you, but there is a premium 
for Medicare Part B ($185/
month for 2025). 

Note that you will need 
to pay a Part B premium as 
long as you are enrolled in 
Medicare Part B (it doesn’t 
go away after you are col-
lecting Social Security, but it 
is taken from your Social Se-
curity payment). And there is 
no way for you to avoid the 
Part B premium after enroll-
ing and enrolling in Part B is 
necessary for you to continue 
your military TriCare-for-life 
benefits. Note that Medicare 

Part A and Part B do not in-
clude prescription drug cov-
erage, but your TriCare cov-
erage usually does.  

It’s important to note that 
Medicare and Social Secu-
rity are two independent se-
nior programs with different 
eligibility rules. As you may 
know, you can collect early 
(reduced) Social Security at 
age 65 (and have your Medi-
care Part B premium deduct-
ed from your SS payment). 
But you would be collecting 
Social Security early and, in 
addition to a reduced bene-
fit, you would also be subject 
to Social Security’s annual 
earnings test if you are still 

working. The SS earnings 
test limits how much you can 
earn before some of your SS 
benefits are taken away if you 
exceed the earning limit prior 
to your full retirement age. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for in-
formation purposes and does 
not represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the 

National Social Security As-
sociation  To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 

 
So, is it unfair that you 

must pay for Medicare Part 
B before you are collecting 
Social Security? Well, I think 
not, because the two programs 
are completely independent 
benefits (the Social Security 
Administration merely ad-
ministers Medicare payments 
as a convenience). Remember 
your Medicare Part A is free, 

but you must pay a premium 
for Part B, and you must take 
both to retain your military 
TriCare-for-Life benefits. You 
can visit this site to see how 
to pay your Medicare premi-
ums until it is later deducted 
from your Social Security 
payment: www.medicare.
gov/basics/costs/pay-premi-
ums/online-bill-pay.    

Once again, thank you for 
your service to our country. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-

tity. This article is intended 
for information purposes and 
does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 

SSI from page 6

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior – Finish carpentry, 
framing, window & door replacement, dry-
wall, painting and decks.  Competitive pric-
ing. Insured. 

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways

 For more services visit 
mattguertinlandscaping.com

Call or text 413-266-9975
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned, 

Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

BUS CLEANER WANTED. Part-time 
mornings and weekends. Warren – local 
applicants preferred. 413-436-5262 .

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT 
is now accepting applications for a FULL-
TIME police officer. Review of appli-
cations begins immediately. Visit www.
hampdenpolice.com for more informa-
tion. EOE

PANTRY COORDINATOR for Commu-
nity Survival Center in Indian Orchard.
Application available at www.communi-
tysurvivalcenter.org
Must be able to lift 40 pounds and stand 
for extended periods of time. Four-day work 
week; 34-hours/week; Pays $17.50/hour

SALES SUPPORT 
SPECIALIST

For over 60 years The Holy Rood Guild 
at St. Joseph’s Abbey in Spencer, Massa-
chusetts, known for the exceptional quality 
and fine tailoring of liturgical vestments, is 
seeking a Sales Support Specialist. 
Excellent communication and computer 
skills required. Respectful, positive interac-
tion with clergy and religious organizations 
necessary. Experience in sales, artistic de-
sign, and customer service a plus.

For more information and to apply, 
contact Fr. Stephen Shanahan at 

(774) 315-3107 
or by email: 

brstephenofstjoe@yahoo.com.
holyroodguild.com

FOR RENT
4 ROOMS, 2 BEDROOMS, 1.5/baths, 
appliances included. $1500/mo. No utilities. 
1st/last/security. References and proof of 
income required.  Call 413-589-0401.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES HELP WANTED REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356. CHAMELEON 

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393
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www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE IS 2 P.M. ON FRIDAY
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WILBRAHAM 
BOARD OF APPEALS

PUBLIC HEARING
The Wilbraham Zoning Board 

of Appeals will hold a Public 
Hearing on Thursday, June 12, 
2025 at 5:30 PM on the appli-
cation of Aja Miller for a special 
permit (ZBA25-03) under section 
3.9.2.13 of the Wilbraham Zon-
ing By to allow a dog grooming 
business as a Home Occupation 
in the existing detached garage 
on property owned by Aja Miller 
and Christopher Mish located at 
15 Old Boston Road as further 
specified in the application on 
file in the Planning Office and 
posted for public viewing on the 
Zoning Board of Appeals page of 
the Town of Wilbraham website 
at www.wilbraham-ma.gov/135/
Zoning-Board-of-Appeals.

Both in person and virtual 
participation are available. To 
participate virtually go to https://
meet.goto.com/266700965 or 
call 877-309-2073 (Access 
Code: 266-700-965).

Edward Kivari Jr., Chairman 
05/29, 06/05/2025

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
PUBLIC HEARING
TO CONSIDER AN 

APPLICATION FOR 
STORAGE OF 

FLAMMABLE AND 
COMBUSTIBLE LIQUIDS, 
FLAMMABLE GASES AND 

SOLIDS LICENSE
Notice is hereby given under 

Chapter 148 of the Massachu-
setts General Laws, that a public 

hearing will be held at the Town 
Office Building, Select Board’s 
Meeting Room, 240 Springfield 
Street, Wilbraham, on Monday, 
June 16, 2025, at 7:10pm on the 
application of 120 Old Boston 
Road Recycling Company, LLC, 
the petitioner and land owner 
with a business operating at 120 
Old Boston Road, Wilbraham, 
MA 01095 (Parcel ID 3630), for 
an amendment to its license to 
store Flammable and Combusti-
ble Liquids, Solids and Gases at 
the named property location.  A 
listing of the materials and quan-
tities to be licensed are available 
by mail or in person, at the Select 
Board’s Office, 240 Springfield 
Street, Wilbraham, MA 01095; 
Monday-Friday from 8:30am 
to 4:30pm.  Anyone wishing to 
comment on the proposed appli-
cation will be heard.  In person 
and virtual meeting participation 
is available to the public.  
06/05/2025

WILBRAHAM 
BOARD OF APPEALS

PUBLIC HEARING
The Wilbraham Zoning Board 

of Appeals will hold a Public 
Hearing on Thursday, June 12, 
2025 at 5:45 PM on the applica-
tion of 2632 Boston Road, LLC 
(property owner), for a special 
permit to allow construction of a 
4,900 square foot addition to the 
existing structure at 2632 Boston 
Road and to use the entire struc-
ture for medical offices pursuant 
to section 3.4.5.1C of the Wilbra-
ham Zoning By-Law as further 

specified in the application on 
file in the Planning Office and 
posted for public viewing on the 
Zoning Board of Appeals page of 
the Town of Wilbraham website 
at www.wilbraham-ma.gov/135/
Zoning-Board-of-Appeals.

Both in person and virtual 
participation are available. To 
participate virtually go to https://
meet.goto.com/266700965 or 
call 877-309-2073 (Access 
Code: 266-700-965).

Edward Kivari Jr., Chairman 
05/29, 06/05/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P1117EA
Estate of: 

Adam John Basch 
Date of Death: 05/04/2025

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adju-

dication of Intestacy has been 
filed by Brie Basch Patch of 
Sudbury, MA requesting that 
the Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Brie Basch Patch of Sudbury, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 06/24/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: May 27, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

06/05/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. 

HD25P1104GD
In the matter of: 

Ana Irma Martinez 
Of: Hampden, MA

RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated Person 

CITATION GIVING NOTICE 
OF PETITION FOR 
APPOINTMENT OF 

GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304

To the named Respond ent 
and all other interested persons, 
a petition has been filed by Ana 
I Romero of Springfield, MA in 
the above captioned matter al-
leging that Ana Irma Martinez 
is in need of a Guardian and re-
questing that Ana I Romero of 
Springfield, MA (or some other 
suitable person) be appointed 
as Guardian to serve Without 
Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent is 
incapacitated, that the appoint-
ment of a Guardian is necessary, 
and that the proposed Guardian 
is appropriate. The petition is on 
file with this court and may con-
tain a request for certain specific 
authority.

You have the right to object 
to this proceeding. If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance at 
this court on or before 10:00 a.m. 
on the return date of 06/26/2025. 

This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by 
which you have to file the writ-

ten appearance if you object to 
the petition. If you fail to file the 
written appearance by the return 
date, action may be taken in this 
matter without further notice to 
you. In addition to filing the writ-
ten appearance, you or your at-
torney must file a written affida-
vit stating the specific facts and 
grounds of your objection within 
30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceed-

ing may limit or completely 
take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: May 22, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

06/05/2025

Sale of Motor Vehicles
This ad is pursuant to MA 

Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A as 
of June 13, 2025 the following 
motor vehicle will be for sale to 
satisfy a garage keepers lien: 

2005 Chevy Trailblazer
VIN: 1GNDT357252150461
COLOR: Gray
LKO: Taysha Pabin-Sustre
22 Lessey St.
 Amherst, MA 01002

2002 Chevy Avalanche
VIN: 3GNEK13T52G170856  
Color: Orange
LKO: Jonathan Medina
62 Draper St.
Springfield, MA 01108

R & S Assoc. Inc 
PO Box 543 

Wilbraham MA 01095 
413-596-4374

05/29, 06/05, 06/12/2025

Wilbraham
Conservation Commission 
Notice of Public Hearing

he Wilbraham Conservation 
Commission will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, June 16, 
2025 at 6:30PM in Conference 
Room 1 at the Wilbraham Town 
Hall, 240 Springfield Street, 
on the Notice of Intent filed by 
2632 Boston Road, LLC under 
the Massachusetts Wetlands Pro-
tection Act and the Wilbraham 
Wetlands Bylaw. The proposed 
project includes the construc-
tion of a building addition with 
associated site improvements. 
Portions of the work fall within 
the 100-foot Bordering Vegetated 
Wetland buffer zone to the Bank 
of Spectacle Pond. The property 
is located at 2632 Boston Road. 
Information relating to this appli-
cation is on file with the Conser-
vation Commission.

 Christopher Brown, Chairman 
06/05/2025

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
PUBLIC HEARING: 

PROPOSED INCREASE TO WATER RATES
The Wilbraham Board of Water Commissioners, will hold an 

open public hearing on July 18, 2025 at 9:15 a.m., at the Town Of-
fice Building, 240 Springfield St, Wilbraham, MA to hear public 
comment on the proposed increase to water rates, as recommend-
ed by the Water Commissioners, to be effective November 2025.

CURRENT WATER RATES
$4.12 Commercial Rate
$4.12 0-10,000 Cubic Feet (Single Family Home Residential)
$4.32 10,001-20,000 Cubic Feet (Single Family Home Residential)
$4.52 20,0001 Cubic Feet and Greater (Single Family Home Res-

idential)

PROPOSED WATER RATES
$4.80 Commercial Rate
$4.80 0-10,000 Cubic Feet (Single Family Home Residential)
$5.25 10,001-20,000 Cubic Feet (Single Family Home Residential)
$5.50 20,0001 Cubic feet and Greater (Single Family Home Res-

idential)

All those wishing to comment on the proposed updated water 
rates will be heard. This hearing will be conducted in person only.

Board of Water Commissioners
05/29, 06/05, 06/12, 06/19, 06/26/2025

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

PUBLIC NOTICES

spotlight
HOMETOWN

WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades
New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 • www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,  
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and 

everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

A specialty shop offering a wonderful variety of fine wines, 
craft beers - domestic & imported, sake, soju, mead, ciders 

and a nice selection of non-alcoholic beers & wines.
6 Burt Lane, Wilbraham (In the rear of the building)

413-279-1252
Open Tues.-Wed. 2-8pm • Thurs. & Fri. 2-10pm

Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 11am-5pm • Closed Mon.

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR
GREAT SERVICE

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm

Sun. closed

2 Convenient 
Locations

413-736-5476  •  parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

Ask about 
special pricing 

for first 
responders

15% OFF 
DRY CLEANING 

when you 
pre-pay!

✓ Pick Up or Delivery
✓ Assorted Colors

Call for
more information
413-595-4096

AB
MULCH

&
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research.

413-244-1943
AAffordableffordable  WWasteaste  SSolutionsolutions

We’ve GotWe’ve Got
Options Options 
For Your For Your 
Spring Spring 

Projects!Projects!
Roll Off Dumpster 10, 15, 20, 30 Yard Sizes & Front Load Dumpsters

GOT
MULCH?
YES WE DO!

413-244-1943
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

Affordable Waste SolutionsAffordable Waste Solutions
Your Hometown Provider for 

Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.
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Put Our Team To Work For You. 4 Local Offices - Global Network

Easy Property Search at LandmarkRE.com
Follow us on facebook.com/LandmarkLortie and instagram.com/landmarkrealtorsma

John Moltenbrey
427-5176

Kathi Calabrese
374-5867

Sandy Wegrzyn
519-1056

Ann Marie Martin
206-1161

Art Ferrara
348-5827

Steve Lortie
427-4122

Ann Paquette
626-6871

Sue Rheaume
478-0671

Dot Lortie
478-1940

Tom Avezzie
218-7991

Alyssa Rhodes
896-9269

Kathy Esser
348-3803

CAREER IN  REAL ESTATE? Call Us or Visit  Landmark RE.com and Click on Careers 
HIRING ASSOCIATES FOR OFFICES IN: Wilbraham,  

E. Longmeadow, Monson, and SpringfieldNick Ferrara
386-4523

Ask Us For A Highest Price Analysis On Your Home
Relocation Across The Country or Around The World

Sales Positions Available – Licensing Course 
Market Leader -Serving Our Communities Since 1987

Luci Giguere
575-2837

Dawn Rodgers
478-2605

Linda Alston
246-8616

Maria D’Angelantonio
575-2898

Eileen O’Sullivan
505-9244

Zoe Czaplicki 
519-9224

Shari Lokey 
218-8811

Chrissy Albano
374-6254

Search LandmarkRE.com For All Listings In Western MA

CALL US FOR DETAILS ON ANY OF THESE PROPERTIES
SINGLE FAMILY LISTINGS

STATUS ADDRESS DESCRIPTION LIST PRICE SOLD PRICE 
NEW 98 Town Farm Rd, Monson 11 room, 5 bed, 3f 0h bath Contemporary $619,900
ACT 12 Federal St. Extension, Agawam 8 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath Dutch Colonial $465,000
ACT 26 S. Main St. Belchertown 22 room, 9 bed, 4f 0h bath Victorian, Other $739,999
ACT 2 Anna Marie Lane, E. Longmeadow 8 room, 4 bed, 2f, 1h bath Colonial $849,900
ACT 313 Bennett Rd., Hampden 7 room, 3 bed, 2f, 1h bath Cape $510,000
PCG 302 West Allen Ridge Rd., Springfield 6 room, 4 bed, 2f 0h bath Ranch $309,000
UAG 143 Gardens Dr., Springfield 6 room, 4 bed, 1f 0h bath Cape $314,900
UAG 59 Chalmers St., Springfield 6 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath Cape $335,000
UAG 21 Mountainbrook Rd., Wilbraham 7 room, 4 bed, 2f, 0h bath Colonial $460,999
UAG 4 Mark Twain Dr., Wilbraham 9 room, 4 bed, 2f 2h bath Colonial $599,900
SLD 28 Dover St., Agawam 5 room, 3 bed, 1f 0h bath Ranch $314,900 $310,000
SLD 90 Angela Dr., Chicopee 7 room, 3 bed, 2f 1h bath Colonial $475,000 $500,000
SLD 287 Allen St., East Longmeadow 5 room, 3 bed, 1f 0h bath Ranch $339,900 $350,000
SLD 34 Stony Hill Rd., Hampden 7 room, 3 bed, 1f 0h bath Ranch $309,900 $309,900
SLD 129 Stafford Rd., Monson 6 room, 3 bed, 1f 0h bath Cape $295,000 $306,000
SLD 84 Cote Rd., Monson 7 room, 3 bed, 2f 0h bath Colonial $359,999 $315,000
SLD 27 Jordan St., Springfield 5 room, 3 bed, 1f 0h bath Ranch $229,900 $240,000
SLD 117 Monrovia St., Springfield 6 room, 4 bed, 1f, 1h bath Cape $289,900 $295,900
SLD 170 Blanche St., Springfield 6 room, 3 bed, 1f, 1h bath Ranch $364,900 $365,000
SLD 27 Oakland St., WIlbraham 8 room, 4 bed, 2f, 1h bath Colonial $489,900 $479,380

MULTI FAMILY LISTINGS
ACT 26 S. Main St. Belchertown 3 unit, 22 total rooms, 9 total bedrooms 3 Family $739,999

LAND LISTINGS
ACT 454 Ridge Rd., Wilbraham 1.78 Residential acres (77,555 SqFt) $218,000

➨

FREE COMMUNITY EVENTFREE COMMUNITY EVENT

Slide Into Summer Safety

JUNE 18 | WEDNESDAY
1:00PM - 3:00PM

Adult supervision is required.  Bathing suit and towel recommended.

For Grades k- 5
Wilbrham and Hampden residents

M US I C  
&  

R A F F L E S

I N F L A T A B L E
W A T E R
S L I D E SS U M M E R

S A F E T Y
T I P S

P O P C O R N
&

I C E  C R E A M

M E E T
Y O U R
F I R S T

R E S P O N D E R S

Pre-Register for faster entry day of
please bring confirmation email to show

at entry


