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ABOVE: Vic Musante
speaks at Hampden’s
Memorial Day observance.

Turley photos by
Patricia Sullivan

AT LEFT: VFW members line
up in the fire station.
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HAMPDEN HONORS THE MILITARY

By Patricia Sullivan
Correspondent

HAMPDEN - Vietnam
War Veteran Vic Musante, a
holder of the Distinguished
Flying Cross given for ex-
traordinary heroism, spoke
at this year’s Memorial Day
observance in Hampden.

Due to rain, the May 25
event was moved indoors to

the North Road Fire Station
and Hampden’s traditional
Memorial Day parade was
canceled.

David Demers, Com-
mander of Hampden’s VFW
Post 9397, introduced Mu-
sante and related how he he-
roically flew his helicopter
into enemy fire to attempt
to determine the fate of a
downed crew.

“Too bad about the in-
ternet,” remarked Musante.
“I wouldn’t have mentioned
that, but you found out quite
a bit about me.”

Musante served more
than 30 years in the Army
National Guard as a heli-
copter pilot. He currently
volunteers in Vietnam, Laos
and Cambodia as a research-
er and field analyst for the

nonprofit Tours of Duty. The
group looks for the remains
of missing in action members
of the military so that they
may have a proper burial.

“We’re looking to bring
them home,” Musante said.

There are 3,554 Massa-
chusetts MIA men and wom-
en who served in conflicts
from World War II through
Vietnam.

“The Gold Star families
want us to keep trying to find
them,” Musante said. “These
people want closure and they
like what we do. The fami-
lies still wait—there are no
graves for them to put flow-
ers on and no tombstones to
be flagged.”

Please see HAMPDEN
HONORS, page 13

Update
on the
FinCom
notices

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The
Times has more information
since the recent announce-
ment of several resignations
from the Finance Committee.

As reported last week, Se-
lect Board Chair Marc Ducey
announced during the May
18 Select Board meeting that
three people had resigned
from the Finance Committee.
They were Todd Schneider—
who served as chair—Kevin
Corridan and Xiomara Alban
DeLobato.

Since then, the Times
heard back from Schneider,
who confirmed that a fourth
member, Patrick Kiernan,
also resigned.

Per the June 1 Select Board
agenda, Corridan’s resigna-
tion was effective May 14,
Schneider’s resignation was
effective May 17, DeLobato’s
resignation was effective May
19 and Kiernan’s resignation
is effective June 30, the end of
his current term.

Schneider added that
the order of resignation an-

nouncements was Kiernan,
Please see FINCOM,
page 10

Wilbraham remembers heroes
in Memorial Day ceremony

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - Mem-
bers of the Wilbraham com-
munity came together to hon-
or those who have served in
the military in commemora-
tion of Memorial Day at the

Wilbraham Senior Center on
May 24.

Due to the weather, this
year’s ceremony—normally
held at Crane Park Veteran
Memorial—was moved in-
doors.

The service started with a
welcome from Patrick Ren-

na, the Director of Veterans
Services, followed by the
Pledge of Allegiance led by
Scout Colin Page from Boy
Scout Troop 359, and Girl
Scouts from Wilbraham and
Hampden. The Minnechaug

Please see HEROES, page 13
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Photo courtesy of Lorna Lawrence
From the left, Local
Historian David Bourcier,
U.S. Marine Corps

Veteran Franklin Ludwig,
Wilbraham’s 2025 Veteran
of the Year, State Sen. Jake
Oliveira (D-Ludlow), State
Rep. Angelo J. Puppolo Jr.
(D-Springfield) and Select
Board Chair Marc Ducey
salute or place a hand
over their heart alongside
Wilbraham Scout Troop
359.

community
together

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The
community  gathered in

droves despite the weather to
enjoy classic cars, vendors
and more during the 2026
Hill Climb on May 9.

The annual event featured
vintage race cars, vintage
motorcycles, show cars for
the car show, demo race cars,
on-site restaurant, breweries
and food trucks and various
vendors, giveaways and craft
sales.

The museums included

Heritage Museums & Gar-
dens, Owls Head Trans-
portation Museum, Audrain
Auto Museum, Seal Cove
Auto Museum and the New
England Racing Museum.
Also, engineers from
MIT, Boston University,

Photo courtesy of Joshua Sweeney
Families were all smiles at this year’s event.

UMass Ambherst and West-
ern New England University
bringing their prototype cars.

Also, special  guests
Wayne Carini, the TV host

Please see HILL CLIMB,
page 15

VFW Post 9397 hosts 6411 ANN[IA[ Kll]S l’lSHlNG l]ERBY

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

HAMPDEN - The VFW
Post 9397 hosted its 64th An-
nual Kids Fishing Derby on
May 9 to great fanfare.

Throughout the event,
families gathered along the
Scantic River to cast a line
and fish, with prizes given out
for the smallest fish, largest
fish caught for boys and girls
and the first fish caught.

This year’s winners were
Jackson Moriarty, who caught
the smallest fish measuring
two inches, Brantley Ther-
rien, who caught the first fish,
which measured 14 inches,

Brady McCarthy for boys
with a fish measuring 17 inch-
es and Aria Behnk for girls
who caught a fish measuring
13 inches.

Police Chief Dan Bruno
served as this year’s celebri-
ty judge, Giancarlo Crivelli,
founder/executive  director
of Fishing Friends Inc., also
stopped by to meet with at-
tendees and Michael “Bax”
Baxendale from Rock 102
was this year’s special guest
announcer.

The event was made pos-
sible through support from
VEW Post 9397, the Wom-
en’s Auxiliary from Post 9397
who set up the hot chocolate
and coffee and the follow-

ing sponsors and supporters:
Monson Savings Bank, CJ’s
Towing, Hampden Septic, JP
McCarthy, John McCarthy
Monson Terminal, Ivey Indus-
tries, Body Works Unlimited,
Rediker Software, Koffee
Tyme, The Grog Shoppe, Re-
id’s Corner, Krazy Jake’s, Vil-
lage Food Mart who donated
hot dogs, Rice Fruit Farm who
donated donuts, Mass Wild-
life and Granby Bait Shoppe
who donated the worms.

Please see DERBY, page 5

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers
Brady McCarthy with
one of his fish he caught
during the event.
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VOLUNTE_ERS PLACE FLAGS ON VETERANS GRAVES
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“Taps” is played
in a moment of
silence ahead
of flagging the
graves.
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A group sot of the volunteers who worked on placing flags at vteran graves on May 22.
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Put Our Team To Work For You. 4 Local Offices -

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Teens worked together to flag the
veterans’ graves.

| Volunteers take a moment to reflect
" before they begin.

Global Network

THINKING ABOUT
BUYING OR SELLING? SINGLE FAMILY LISTINGS
STATUS ADDRESS DESCRIPTION LIST PRICGE SOLD PRICE
TEXT “BUID E" TD ACT 320 Maple St., East Longmeadow 5 room, 2 bed, 1f, Oh bath Ranch $320,000
ACT 53 Hampden Rd., East Longmeadow 5 room, 3 bed, 3f, 1h bath Ranch $559,900
366_ 5 B 3 0 4 6 40 ACT 233 Cedar Swamp Rd., Monson 10 room, 3 bed, 2f, 1h bath Colonial $430,000
ACT 96 Stafford Hollow Rd., Monson 6 room, 4 bed, 3f, Oh bath Ranch $639,900
; - ACT 115 Pasadena St., Springfield 6 room, 3 bed, 2f, Oh bath Bungalow $274,900
I Rmill  \VANT TO LEARN MORE ACT 147 Belvidere St., Springfield 7 room, 3 bed, 1f, 1h bath Colonial $319,900
AR L]T A 'c AREEiE ACT 51 Hartford Ter., Springfield 7 room, 3 bed, 1f, 1h bath Colonial $379,900
'-‘I-'IT'*'-I L ﬂ_,,_'”:, MARK? ACT 7 Brewster Rd., West Springfield 8 room, 4 bed, 2f, Oh bath Cape $600,000
: bl bbb CTG 24 Speight Arden, East Longmeadow 7 room, 4 bed, 2f, Oh bath Cape $415,000
oy 1 T CTG 161 Raymond Dr, Hampden 7 room, 3 bed, 2f, Oh bath Ranch $349,900
r E x T EA H E E R CTG 19 Overlook Dr, Wilbraham 9 room, 4 bed, 3f, 1h bath Colonial $637,900
UAG 140 Chestnut St., East Longmeadow 5 room, 3 bed, 1f, Oh bath Ranch $314,900
Tu B 6 6 - 5 B 3 - 4 6 4 n UAG 24 Dewey Ave., East Longmeadow 7 room, 3 bed, 1f, 1h bath Colonial $362,000
UAG 68 Baldwin Dr., Hampden 5 room, 3 bed, 1f, Oh bath Ranch $309,900
UAG 185 N Monson Rd, Hampden 6 room, 3 bed, 2f, Oh bath Cape $359,900
UAG 205 Bel Air Dr., Longmeadow 6 room, 3 bed, 2f, 1h bath Raised Ranch $432,000
] ’ UAG 69 Cherry Ln., Longmeadow 6 room, 3 bed, 2f, Oh bath Ranch $599,000
A WE, RE LOCA L. UAG 77 Fresno St, Springfield 6 room, 3 bed, 1f, 1h bath Victorian $324,900
REAL ESTATE WE'RE GLOBAL | yaG 25 Piper Cross Rd., West Springfield 5 room, 2 bed, 1, 1h bath Ranch $321,000
o THE WORLD SLD 85 Baldwin Dr., Hampden 5 room, 3 bed, 1f, Oh bath Ranch $225,000 $240,000
SLD 325 Allen St., Hampden 6 room, 3 bed, 2f, Oh bath $369,000 $378,000
SLD Lot 602 Grandview Ave., Ludlow 8 room, 4 bed, 2f, 1h bath Colonial $650,000 $625,000
CAREER IN REAL ESTATE? SLD 83 Grandview Ave., Ludiow 7 room, 4 bed, 2f, 1h bath Colonial $675000  $680,000
e SLD 11 Thornfell St., Springfield 7 room, 3 bed, 1f, Oh bath $219,900 $220,000
Gl USaor:’dVglitCkaOI:]da?glérgE.com SLD 7 Ashbrook St., Springfield 10 room, 4 bed, 1f, 1h bath Colonial $379,900 $368,000
HIRING ASSOCIATES CONDOMINIUM LISTINGS
_ FOR OFFICES IN: ACT 140 Chestnut St., U:207, Springfield 3 room, 1 bed, 1f, Oh bath Mid-Rise $74,900
Wilbraham, East Longmeadow, CTG 235 State St., U:313, Springfield 4 room, 2 bed, 1f, Oh bath Garden $249,900
Monson, and Springdfield SLD 140 Chestnut St., U:816, Springfield 3 room, 1 bed, 1f, Oh bath Mid-Rise $84,900 $84,000
LAND LISTINGS
SLD 7 0Old Reed Rd., Lot:6, Monson, 8.50 Residential acres (370,260 SqFt) $99,000 $92,000
b 3 Search LandmarkRE.com For All Listings In Western MA
Dawn Rodgers Nick Ferrara R .
o Swan b eeemn
Zoe Czaplicki Dot Lortie Linda Alston Sandy Wegrzyn Eileen O’Sullivan ~ John M y Shari Lokey Luci Giguere Ann quette Maria D’Angelantonio  Ann Marie Martin Art Ferrara Alyssa Rhodes
519-9224 478-1940 246-8616 519-1056 505-9244 427-5176 218-8811 575-2837 626-6871 575-2898 206-1161 348-5827 896-9269

Easy Property Search at LandmarkRE.com

Follow us on facebook.com/LandmarkLortie and instagram.com/landmarkrealtorsma

Ask Us For A Highest Price Analysis On Your Home Sales Positions Available — Licensing Course
Relocation Across The Country or Around The World Market Leader -Serving Our Communities Since 1987
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Voters approve CPA project articles

By Reese Magee
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - At the
Annual Town Meeting on
May 11, residents voted on
a wide range of articles for
Community Preservation Act
Projects.

Several proposals sparked
especially strong discussion
among voters and town offi-
cials.

Article 29 was a Commu-
nity Preservation Act (CPA)
project to improve the Mc-
Laughlin softball field at
Spec Pond, with the addition
of dugouts and outfield fenc-
ing by transferring $60,500
from the FY27 Community

Preservation  Undesignated
Fund Balance. The Finance
Committee’s recommended

approval was 6-3.

Karen Perkins, the previ-
ous president of the Softball
Committee, had brought this
proposal forward.

“Softball is the only sport
in town that doesn’t have a
dugout. Baseball is awesome
and I love baseball, but we
have dugouts all over town
for baseball and don’t for
softball. So, my ending act
as president was I’m going to
get us dugouts for the field,”
Perkins said. “I think it’s bo-
gus that you voted six to three
on this one...so, if you could
vote this one through for our
little girls so that they feel just
as equal to everybody else
that would be awesome.”

Article 29 passed by ma-
jority.

Another article that gen-
erated discussion was Article
30. This article is another
CPA project for perimeter
fencing around Soule Road
Elementary School plays-
paces including the baseball
fields, with $50,000 to be
transferred from the FY27
Community Preservation
Undesignated Fund Balance.
The Finance Committee did
not recommend approval 6-3.

Karen Romano questioned
the Finance Committee’s rec-
ommended approval vote.

“If we want to talk about
bogus, let’s talk about a 6-3
no vote on school fencing.
So, I would love to hear from
the Finance Committee why
it is that you think that Soule
Road School should not have
a fence around their play-
ground,” Romano said.

Finance Committee Mem-
ber Patrick Kiernan shared it
was three things.

“It’s not whether there
should be a fence there or not.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Karen Romano shares her
thoughts on one of the
articles.

If you look at the distance
between the road to the play-
ground and the time that the
building has been there with-
out a fence, it’s pretty sub-
stantial period of time. So, do
we want to use the money for
that or do we want to use the
money for other things? That
was the reason for why I vot-
ed no,” Kiernan said.

Romano replied this.

“I think the concept of
we haven’t had an issue yet
is very short-sighted. I will
say that as the parent of a
child with complex special
needs who will be at Soule
Road School next year and
is an eloper, without a fence
around that playground, he
literally will have to be held
the entire time he is outside
at recess in order to be able
to manage that playground
area,” Romano said.

Romano said how “also, it
is the only elementary school
playground where there is
direct access from the play-
ground to the road.”

“The rest of the elementa-
ry schools’ playgrounds are
fenced and they are actually
interior to their campuses and
adjacent to the parking lot as
opposed to a public street. So,
in addition, I believe that a
fence around that playground
and the ball fields—which is
being asked for—in addition
to all of those safety issues,
it will also be a deterrent and
will stop people from being
able to access that school
campus during the school day
and it will protect communi-
ty members who make use of
that playground after school
hours to play with their kids
and make use of that open
space.”

Romano ended her com-
ments saying it will also “give
them some protection of hav-
ing that fence around that
playground as well.”

“So, I think it is an area

Assistant Superintendent

for Finance, Operations and
Human Resources Dr. Douglas
Slaughter also spoke during
the Annual Town Meeting.

heavily used by the commu-
nity. It is a school which re-
quires the safety of a fence
and I think that the idea that
this is not appropriate use of
CPA Funds is simply wrong,”
Romano said.

Lana Fortin spoke about
her concerns for her child.

“I can only speak for my-
self as a parent of a child who
thinks fast but moves faster
that the distance from that
playground and the road is
not as far as you think,” For-
tin said. “If we’re going to
spend money on a truck for
children’s safety, I think we
can spend money on a fence
that will help keep those
children that are there now
that do have complex special
needs and need somebody to
support them from getting to
that road or from somebody
getting from the road to the
fence. So, I would highly rec-
ommend voting for.”

Soule Road Elementary
School Teacher Isabella Ad-
kins spoke that “we would be
in a very different situation if
we were talking about a major
catastrophe that happened if a
car drove right into our play-
ground.”

“It’s unsafe as it is, the
fencing needs to be there. We
already cut positions based on
the school budget, so we now
have less educators who can
watch the students that are
outside, so if there’s a fence
there it would be a safer envi-
ronment,” Adkins said.

After Alex Millis asked
how many students have gone
on the road in the past two
years, Romano said, “I’m not
on the committee, but I will
tell you that I did have con-
versation with the principal
from Soule Road prior to this
meeting tonight and they had
five eloping issues so far this
year.”

Soule Road Elementary
School Teacher Isabella
Adkins was also amongst the
speakers.

After Tracey Plantier,
chair of the Community Pres-
ervation Committee, clarified
the playspace perimeter fenc-
ing. Assistant Superintendent
for Finance, Operations and
Human Resources Dr. Doug-
las Slaughter provided addi-
tional information.

“It would start from the
building—if you think about
the Soule Road side of the
building—it starts at the edge
of the building, goes around
the playspace, goes to the
edge of the property, then fol-
lows around the edge of the
property and around the ball
fields and back around to the
parking lot side. So, it’s a fair-
ly large area,” Slaughter said.
“It’s the primary spaces that
are used for recreation and
play on the ball fields.”

Slaughter added there
would be gates there as well
for access for students and
emergency vehicles.

When the discussion con-
cluded, Article 30 passed by
majority.

The next article that was
voted on was Article 31, a
CPA project to remove ex-
isting  playground equip-
ment and acquire and install
new playground equipment
at Soule Road Elementa-
ry School, with a transfer
of $120,550 from the FY27
Community Preservation Un-
designated Fund Balance.

Finance Committee’s rec-
ommended approval was 8-1.

There was no discussion
on this article and it passed by
majority.

As a result, children in
Wilbraham will have ac-
cess to new softball dugouts,
a fence around Soul Road
school playspaces, and new
playground equipment thanks
to approval of the CPA-fund-
ed projects, allowing for a fun
and safer environment in Wil-
braham.

Wilbraham Lions Club to hold Food Drive on June 6

WILBRAHAM - Just
days after purchasing, pre-
paring, cooking and serving a
roast pork and vegetable noon
day meal to the disadvantaged
at the Loaves and Fishes Soup
Kitchen in Springfield, the
Lions are once again working

to help alleviate hunger in this
area.

On Saturday, June 6, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. the Wilbra-
ham Lions Club will be col-
lecting non-perishable foods
at Wilbraham Big Y.

Our hope is to collect

enough food to help replen-
ish the food pantry at the
Community Survival Center
in Indian Orchard. The Sur-
vival Center serves the towns
of Wilbraham, Hampden and
Ludlow as well as other com-
munities in the area.

Let’s join together to
make sure that no child goes
to bed hungry tonight or any
other night in this area!

The Wilbraham Lion’s
Club extends its sincere
thanks for any and all mone-
tary and/or food donations.

(" e o ¢
CONGRATULATlONS

"\. ¢

Congrats
on your
Clemson
University
B.S.in
Financial
Management,
double minors in
Accounting and
Entrepreneurship
& an emphasis in
Real Estate.
- Cum Laude in
3 years
surviving on
caffeine &
ambition -
now go
make us rich!

' Love,

your very proud
Mom & Dad

ROBERTS ROOFS

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate e Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles e Gutters
Historical Restoration e Flat Roofing
Snow Removal
Snow/Ice Damage Repair
Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com
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THE BEST FRESH
FOR JUNE!

JUNE IS ROSE MONTH

Beautiful Selection A
of Rose Bushes !

20% OFF
All Varieties =

“Knock Outs”, Grandifloras,
Floribundas, Hybrid Teas, Shrub Roses

2 GALLON & 3 GALLON POTS

For The Graduate
ONE DOZEN RED ROSES

X :"3 i
53 g gu
§19.99

ST SLITTLE DANCER”
RECITAL BOUQUETS
“Perennial Of The Week™
Yarrow ‘Achillea”
New Vintage
Red, Rose & White

_ﬂ-“ . /' One Gallon Pots $9.99
hy *—; A Full Sun, Drought Tolerant,

T v .
' Butterfly Magnet, Deer Resistant
i Sty e, Do

“]JlVlng Canvas”™

Succulent
Gardens

Perfect For Indoors &

Summer Outdoors
Easy Care, Drought Tolerant
Unique Shapes, Colors & Sizes 44

$8.99 (Reg $10.99) 4 % “ Pots
2 For $16

Locally Grown

ASPARAGUS

- From D.A. Smiarowski Farms ~ Sunderland, MA

Randall's Kitchen & Deli
FOR ALL YOUR SPRING PICNICS & PARTIES i

Gourmet Sandwiches, Summer Salads,
Deli Platters, Fruit & Veggie Trays =~ 3> = E

Cookies, Pies & Desserts
&y Elsie’s Creamery
estaurant Week Special June 6-14

"

i

ALWAYS FRESH AT

FAR M
& GREENHOUSE

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071 » www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM
Find us on and Youl[[D)

e Overgrown property?
e Excavator Services ® Extreme Brush Cutting!
e Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal * Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
e Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand * Storm Clean-up ¢ Small Demo ¢ Insured
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A group photo of the volunteers who lent their support on the VFW Day of Service in Hampden
holding American flags.

Lommaunity me;@WF Day of Service

By Reese Magee
Correspondent

HAMPDEN - Veterans
and volunteers met at the
VEFW Post 9397 in Hampden
to clean up the parade route
ahead of Memorial Day on
May 23.

The Veterans of Foreign
Wars(VFW), is a major non-
profit veterans service orga-
nization in the United States.
The organization is made up
of veterans who have served
overseas and continue to sup-
port their local communities
through service projects even
after they have served.

Around 12 to 15 veterans
gathered at the VFW location
in Hampden prior to the Me-
morial Day festivities for the
Fifth Annual Day of Service.
Their goal was to walk along
the parade route and pick
up trash so that the tree line
would be clean for spectators
during the parade.

Veterans could be seen
walking along Main Street in
Hampden carrying trash bags,
litter pickers and gloves as
they picked up trash along the
side of the road.

The VFW Day of Ser-
vice is a worldwide initiative
where veterans, service mem-
bers and community partners
come together to help im-
prove their neighborhoods
through volunteer service. It
was launched by the Veterans
of Foreign Wars in 2022 and
highlights the many ways vet-
erans continue to serve their
community long after their
military service has ended.

One of the veterans pres-
ent during the cleanup was
David Demers, commander
of the Hampden VFW Post
9397.

“We’re cleaning up the
road for the parade tomorrow

because we’re doing our day
of service. One day a year, the
VFW gives back to the com-
munity in some way, shape
or form,” Demers said. “It’s
important to us to clean the
roadway so when the kids are
coming out, they’re not pick-
ing up bottles or trash on the
side of the road. It’s one way
we give back.”

The event focused on
honoring veterans while also
improving the appearance of
the town before the Memorial
Day Parade.

The VFW also hosts a
Kids Fishing Derby as an-
other way to give back to the
community. During the event,
the organization provides free
food and prizes for partici-
pants.
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Volunteers work together to place an American flag on this

veteran’s grave.

The VFW has hosted the
event for the past 64 years,
allowing the younger gener-
ation to learn about the or-
ganization and the impact its
service has had on the com-
munity.

“We have people that are

50 to 60 years old and now
they’re bringing their grand-
children down here for them
to participate in the fishing
derby and turkey shoot for
the first time. It teaches them
what we do and how we give
back to the community,” De-
mers said.

Morgan Stanley

Welcome

Morgan Stanley is proud to welcome
Antonio Bastos to the New England Wealth
Management Team.

Antonio Bastos CRPS®

Vice President
Financial Advisor

1500 Main Street, 19th Floor

Springfield, MA O1115
413-736-1121

antonio.bastos@morganstanley.com

© 2026 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC.
BCO12 CRC 4051309 11/24 CS 699527 06/23

Turley photos by Reese Magee

A group photo of the volunteers outside the VFW Post 9397 in Hampden.

Volunteers smile for a photo
as they work on flagging
veterans graves.

A volunteer gets ready to place an American Flag on a grave in

Hampden.

The VFW did not just
clean up the parade route, but
also combined efforts with
the Minnechaug Military
Community Club to replace
flags at the graves of deceased
veterans at Old Hampden
Cemetery.

The club is run by Mi-
chael Hill, a history teacher at
Minnechaug Regional High
School. Hill also served as a
Marine in the United States
Military.

At the Old Hampden
Cemetery, four Minnechaug

Members of the anechaug Reglonal ngh School M|I|tary
Community Club were also on hand to lend their support.

Students from the Military
Community Club also helped
replace worn flags at veterans
graves prior to Memorial Day.

Students, Veterans and
parents walked through the
cemetery in small groups re-
placing old flags with new
ones. The atmosphere was re-
spectful and sincere as com-
munity members honored
veterans who served overseas
and in the United States Mil-
itary.

This act of service from
The VFW and Minnechaug
Military Community Club
shows how local volunteers
continue to honor fallen vet-
erans for their service and
sacrifice.

The cleanup and flag re-
placement efforts serve as a
reminder of the importance
of honoring veterans for their
service. Through projects like
these, the VFW continues to
give back to the community
and recognize the impact of
those who have served.

SUMMER 2026 AT

FOUNTAIN PARK

ST 1992

FOUNTAIN PARK

883 Tinkham Road, Wilbraham

Flag Day
Picnic in the Park
Inflatables, minigolf, music,
games, bike parade...

Sunday, June 14, 1pm-5pm

June & July

Summer Concerts
Thursday Evenings
June 25, July 9,16, 23, 30
6:30pm-8:30pm

September

Luau
Saturday, September 26
Party starts at 5:30pm
Dinner at 7:00pm

For more information visit:
EXPLOREFOUNTAINPARK.COM
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64TH ANNUAL KIDS FISHING DERBY

DERBY from page 1

Radcliffe Kenison and
Radcliffe is the Reason and
Arthur Too! Fight for Autism
Inc also donated this year’s
raffle prize.

Commander David De-
mers was excited that, despite
the weather, families came
out to fish.

“The number of partici-
pants vary from year to year.
Early days, we had like 25
kids, but it’s grown signifi-
cantly over the years. We're
up to about 80, 90 kids. Over
the course of the 64 years,
we’ve had over 3,700 kids that
participated,” Demers said.
“Number of volunteers, we
have members working on the
event over the course of the
year. We start planning, obvi-
ously, the day after the event
for the following year, but it
really kicks off in January. It
takes three to four months to
get a liberation permit—can’t
put fish in the water without
this permit—which is given
by the Mass Wildlife out of
Boston. This year, we have
400 fish that we bought and
Mass Wildlife actually came
by yesterday and dropped off
200 fish that we put directly
into the water.”

Demers shared the VFW
Post, like many other orga-
nizations with military roots,
“is steeped in tradition.”

“The Fishing Derby, as
well as the Turkey Shoots,
pay homage to our roots as a
New England farming com-
munity and our love of nature.
We feel very fortunate that
our Post is located in such a
beautiful setting that we have
the opportunity to do this on
the Scantic River,” Demers
said.

He added the event is an
opportunity to get families—
especially the kids—out in
nature and whatever mon-
ey is raised, it’s given back
to the community and kids,
crediting the citizens, local
businesses and the Post and
Women’s Auxiliary for their
continued support.

“Most of their parents
fished down here when they
were kids and so it’s bringing
it up through the community.
It gives the family a no-cost
opportunity to spend time
outdoors and away from tech-
nology, distractions,” Demers
said. “Watching the kids as
they go from helping release

Start your smile journey today!
Scanto book a complimentary consult.

From the left, Hampden Police Chie Dan Bruno, Aria Behnk,
who won largest fish caught for girls, and VFW Post 9397
Commander David Demers. Her fish measured 13 inches.

the fish into the pen, running
back to bait their hooks, drop
aline and try to land a fish and
take it to the judging table, it
puts a smile on their face.”

Buddy Green participated
in the first derby ever held
in 1954—where it originally
took place at the Recreation
Field—and shared that it was
later moved to the VFW Post
in 1959.

“One year I caught six—I
caught the most—and one
year I caught the biggest one.
They were all trout,” Green
said. “They put 100 in and
they caught 37 the first year
and then after that—after it
was over—then you could
fish and you caught a lot of
fish after that.”

Green said he came to the
event to watch the kids fish
and think back on the times
he did it as a kid. Also, he still
fishes, enjoying the pastime.

“We fish for salmon up
in New York, it was a lot of
them. We had a big boat—a
25-foot boat—we would go
out on Lake Ontario,” Green
said.

Bruno was having a blast
measuring the fish and said,
“The fish are biting.”

“What a great event for
the community and a lot of
thanks to the VFW here,
again, for doing this. This is
what this town is about. Com-
munity events and this is a
small event, but it’s one of the
great ones in town just like

ORTH ODONTICS

our parade. This is something
that these kids look forward
to every year. We got a lot of
fish in the river,” Bruno said.
“So thanks to the VFW, I ap-
preciate being here celebrity
judging.”

What he enjoyed most was
the community gathering to-
gether, encouraging everyone
to continue supporting each
other and all the local events
in town.

“I get to see all of these
townsfolk out here. It’s just a
great community event; this is
what we do. I'm in the pub-
lic service business and that’s
what this is. This is a great
community event and pub-
lic service, that’s my favorite
part. I get to see all these peo-
ple and all these kids in town
having a great time,” Bruno
said.

Also, the police depart-
ment’s relationship with the
VFW.

“Anything we can do to
build community support and
trust within the community,
this is a great event for that,”
Bruno said. “Love it!”

Demers’ message
this.

“The kids are out here
having a great time and we
look forward to doing it next
year and the year after as
long as we can possibly do it.
Thanks to the support from
the community and our local
businesses that help us out,”

Demers said.

was

Dr. Ana Serrenho

100% locally owned and operated

¥
Of%eka

NO REFERRAL NEEDED

HANNOUSH E

JEWELERS.
CHICOPEE

“A Family Business You Can Trust”
704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% Extra Cash

When Cashing In
Your GOLD

25% Extra

When You Use Your GOLD
Towards A New Purchase

expires
9/30/26.

10% Off Jewel_ery Repairs

3 ~ Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY *‘:
% . www.hannoushma.com - =

Brantley Therrien caught the first fish, which
measured 14 inches.

[Ty ==ray

Quartermaster Jered Sasen joins his buddy,
Buddy Green, for a photo

= Brady McCarthy also won
the raffle prize donated by
Radcliffe Kenison and the
nonprofit Radcliffe is the
Reason and Arthur Too!
Fight for Autism Inc.

Jackson Moriarty shows off his fish.
He later would win for smallest fish
caught at the event, measuring two
inches.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Jackson Moriarty with his prizes with VFW
Posy 9397 Commander David Demers.

Brady McCarthy caught the largest fish at the
event, which measured 17 inches! The fish
was caught right when the event was about to
conclude, a real-life buzzer beater moment.

SMASH BURGER

NIGHT
EVERY MONDAY!

PRIME RIB Night
EVERY THURSDAY!

SUN 9:00am-9:00pm
Mon-WED 11:00am-9:00pm
THURS-Fri 11:00am-10:00pm
SAT 9:00am-10:00pm

Get Local at Home with
D DOORDASH INSTAGRAM
TheLocalTableNTap.com

(413) 279-1198 » TheLocalTableNTap@gmail.com
2039 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

FACEBOOK
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:

Help, the Social Secu-
rity Administration says 1
didn’t pay enough into my
Social Security account,
despite being a business
owner and paying taxes.

What can 1 do?

Signed: Self-em-
ployed American

Dear Self-employed:

For all potential SS
beneficiaries, it is very
important to know how
Social ~Security deter-
mines if you are eligible
for retirement benefits:
Everyone including the
self-employed must have
earned at least 40 “quarter
credits” contributing to the
SS program, which is usu-
ally about 10 years’ worth
of earnings.

You can earn up to
four “quarter credits” per
year, depending on your
earnings including your
net earnings from self-em-
ployment. For example,
this year (2026) you will
get one “quarter credit”
for each $1,890 of earn-
ings, up to four credits
maximum for the year.

As a self-employed
business owner, only your
net earnings are counted,
e.g., after all your report-
ed business deductions are
taken. The SSA gets your
earnings information from
the IRS, so SSA goes by
whatever information you
submitted in the self-em-
ployment income tax re-
turns you submitted to the
IRS over the years.

If you don’t have at
least 40 “quarter credits”
over your lifetime, you
won’t be eligible for So-
cial Security retirement
benefits.

The best way to further
investigate this is to create
your personal “my Social
Security” online account
at  www.ssa.gov/myac-
count. When you have
done that, you will be able
to see how many quarter
credits you currently have

Help, SSA says I'm not
eligible for benefits

(apparently less than 40)
and determine how much
more you must earn to be
eligible for SS retirement
benefits.

For example, if you
have 36 or more credits
now, you could likely work
just another year or part of
a year, to be eligible for SS
benefits next year. Know-
ing how many “credits”
you now have will tell you
how much more in annual
net earnings from self-em-
ployment you must have
to become eligible for SS
benefits.

When you create you
online SS account, you
will also be able to see
your entire lifetime record
of your earnings reported
to Social Security and you
should review that record
to make sure that your
lifetime earnings have
been correctly reported to
Social Security.

If there are any dis-
crepancies in your lifetime
earnings record, they can
be corrected by using form
SSA-7008. You can find
additional guidance on
this at the following SSA
web link: www.ssa.gov/
pubs/EN-05-10081.pdf .

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other
governmental entity. This
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and
does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It
presents the opinions and
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association To submit a
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory or
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Se-
curity advisor for AMAC.

The fragrant five

the patterned herb garden

I created at my old house.
Gone are the days of having
an entire garden devoted to
“useful plants.”

Now I tuck them
in here and there
among the veg-
gies in my raised
beds. While I
harvest some
herbs for culi-
nary  purposes,
most are grown
for the olfactory
experience.

Here are my favorite fra-
grant five.

Lemon Balm is a member
of the mint family (Labiatae).
Look closely at the plant and
you will see the characteristic
four-sided stems.

Although many mints
possess the bad reputation of
running rampant in the gar-
den, lemon balm does not; it
increases in girth but manag-
es to stay where planted. It is
easy to grow, and like most
herbs, it will thrive in a well-
drained sunny spot.

Many gardeners think
lemon balm looks weedy
and unkempt by midseason. I
tend to agree, but this nega-
tive feature can easily be rem-
edied with a hair cut, nearly

Ihave fond memories of

ands

n

to the ground, after flowering.
Not long afterwards it will
rebound and once again look
respectable in the border.

e D

Speaking of flowering,
bees love the white, tubular
flowers that appear in ear-
ly summer. Botanists of old
must have recognized this
centuries ago, since its ge-
nus name “Melissa” actually
means bee!

Lemon balm’s claim to
fame is not its appearance, or
its flowers, but its scent- best
described as lemony with a
hint of mint. Crush a leaf be-
tween your fingertips to get
full effect.

Another favorite fragrant
herb is Anise Hyssop, again
a well-behaved member of
the mint family. This plant
can grow quite tall, upwards
of three-four feet, and has li-
lac-purple flowers from mid-

Letters /o 1he Editor

Thank You from Assessor Candidate

To The Editor:

Dear Neighbors, I am
deeply grateful for your sup-
port in voting to re-elect me
to the Board of Assessors. It
is a privilege to hold the po-
sition and I am committed to
the swearing-in oath stating
that “I will truly and impar-
tially ...assess and apportion
all such taxes ... and neither

overvalue or undervalue any
property subject to taxation”.
I am enthusiastic about con-
tinued participation from the
community, as engaging with
local government by attend-
ing town meetings and voting
on town budget spending im-
pacts resident tax bills.

I thank all the candidates
who ran for positions in our
town election. I would also

like to commend Dan Fer-
nandes for his interest in the
assessor position. I look for-
ward to working fairly and
equitably with all the town
residents to help make Wil-
braham a great place to live.
Thank you again for voting
and continuing to be active
members of our community.
Sincerely,
John Wesolowski

To the Editor:

RE: Annual Wilbraham
Junior Women’s Club Bunny
Breakfast, held March 28,
2026 at St. Cecilia’s Church,
Wilbraham, MA.

The Wilbraham Junior
Women’s Club would like

3o
Thank you for su

to thank the community for
coming out to support us at
our Annual Bunny Breakfast
held on Saturday, March 28,
2026. A special thank you
goes out to the Joseph and
Anna C. Dias Junior Family
Foundation for their gener-
ous support of our longstand-
ing community event, and

pporting Bnny Breakfast

Luso Federal Credit Union
and Celia Fernandes for their
support and sponsorship, as
well. Thank you to all who
came out to support us. It
was a wonderful event.

Michele Mariani,
Chair of the WIWC
Bunny Breakfast 2026

Response to comments on MCAS results

To The Editor:

In the comments attribut-
ed to Gary Weiner in your
reporting on the Hampden
Annual Town Meeting, he
cited MCAS results claiming
that a majority of students in
our district are reading below
grade level and that student
performance was stronger
in the late 1990s and early
2000s. These statements are
not supported by evidence or
representative of the achieve-
ments of our students and
their elementary educators.

The English Language
Arts (ELA) MCAS is not a
reading test, but a comprehen-
sive assessment of English
Language Arts skills includ-
ing reading, writing, and lan-
guage skills. The standards,
grades tested, and the assess-
ment itself have changed dra-
matically over time. The most

dramatic shift came in 2017
when the state adopted the
current “Next Gen MCAS,” a
more rigorous version of the
test emphasizing deeper an-
alytical skills, application of
knowledge, and making con-
nections between reading and
writing.

Across more than three
decades of testing the require-
ment that students take an
ELA assessment in grade four
has remained constant. When
the first version of the exam
was administered in 1998,
28% of fourth graders in the
HWRSD achieved the mini-
mum passing score, as com-
pared to 51% of students in
2025. The Science of Reading
has progressed tremendously
in the past thirty years. We are
actively implementing these
evidence-based teaching
methods across all elementa-
ry grades, and I believe these

improvements have much to
do with the progress we have
seen. Nevertheless, there are
students for whom reading
is a real struggle, and we
are committed to supporting
them, knowing that it might
take them longer to achieve
reading mastery.

Our students can read and
understand challenging texts.
The best way to know how
our students are doing is to
see it with your own eyes and
hear it with your own ears.
Ask a student to read to you
or volunteer to spend some
time in one of our classrooms.
I know you’ll be as impressed
as [ am. Our educators are fo-
cused; our students are grow-
ing.

John A. Provost, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

summer on.

The individual flow-
ers are borne in whorls
that can grow as long as six
inches if left to mature on the
plant. Bees, butterflies and
hummingbirds all love them!

For years I carefully
picked the young flower
heads and dried them for use
in everlasting wreaths and
arrangements, now I sim-
ple enjoy rubbing the foli-
age between my fingers for
an amazing rush of licorice
scent.

If you have ever grown
Anise Hyssop you will likely
agree that this herb is showy
enough for the flower garden.
It self-sows a bit, but never
becomes a pest. Simply pull
up unwanted seedlings.

What would an article
on fragrant herbs be without
mentioning Lavender? Its
early summer flowers are a
claim to fame, but honestly,
the foliage smells great too.

Probably the big-
. gest drawback to this
~ plant is how it looks
7 (dead!) after the win-
- ter has run its course.
" Don’t expect the
. gray foliage to
' show signs of new
growth until mid-
May or even later,
and you may have to cut deep
within the plant to find it.

An application of fertiliz-
er and lime as well as some
extra water for a time will re-
sult in spry plants once more.
And in the event you are
wondering, Lavender is also
technically a mint, but it dif-
fers from the others in that it
is more shrub-like and gener-
ally does not die completely
to the ground over the winter.

The last two herbs I will
mention are annuals. The first
is Sweet Marjoram.

I have a hard time ex-
plaining what this low grow-
ing, small leaved plant smells
like. A fine cologne? A pizza
topping? A nice smelling bug
spray?

As the Latin name of
Origanum Majorana, sug-
gests, oregano is a close rel-
ative, so pizza topping may
be a good guess, but it also
has undertones of balsam and
spice...Hmmm.

To keep the plant produc-
ing its wonderfully scented
leaves, pinch off the flowers
as they form. Itis a great can-
didate for growing in mixed
herb planters or individually
in small pots.

Last but not least is my all-
time favorite fragrant herb:
Cinnamon Basil. Like its pe-
sto-producing cousin, this va-
riety can be used in cooking,
mainly where its cinnamon
scent would complement the
cuisine, such as fruit salads or
vinegars.

I have honestly never
grown it for culinary use, but
when some herbal renewal is
needed it sure serves a pur-
pose. One sniff will give me
a burst of energy, enough to
tackle that last garden chore.
See for yourself!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For the last 34 years, she has
held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge
Village. She enjoys growing
food as well as flowers. Have
a question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com  with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.
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Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume
liability for the loss of photographs
or other materials submitted for
publication. Materials will not be
returned except upon specific request
when submitted.

Editorial
Policy

Letters to the editor should be
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be
published. We require letter writers to
include his or her town of residence
and home telephone number. We
must authenticate authorship prior
to publication. We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal
attacks, defamation of character and
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor,
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy

The TIMES will gladly correct
factual errors that appear in this paper
and can be substantiated. Corrections
or clarifications will always appear on
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail
or mailed communication to the editor
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
is published every Thursday by Turley
Publications, Inc. One year out of town
subscriptions are available at $45, out
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission
of news material, letters to the editor
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden
Times welcomes readers to
participate in this year’s election
campaigns by writing letters to
the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times,
care of Turley Publications, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed
10 413-289-1977 or emailed to
krivers@turley.com. Please include
a daytime telephone number for
verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered
for that Thursday’s newspaper.

No attack letters will be printed.
No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy
will be printed. If the volume of
letters received is larger than the
space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive,
the newspaper reserves the right
to print a representative sample.
No endorsement letters will be
printed in the last edition before the
election.

For more information, call the
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election
coverage, the newspaper plans to
print stories about contested races
for Congress, state Senate, state
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks
leading up to the election, as well
as a question-and-answer voters
guide. In order to ensure fairness
1o all candidates, no political press
releases will be printed, nor will
reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to
further publicize their candidacy,
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden
Times.
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to less than 50 words.
Please send to krivers@turley.com

ilbraham Scout
Troop 359 held
their annual Moth-

er’s Day Plant Sale event in
the parking lot of St. Cecil-
ia’s Church on May 9.

Wilbraham Troop 359
Troop Committee Member
Lorna Lawrence shared the
event was another success
and sold out of plants!

Many people stopped by
to buy plants, which goes to
support troop activities and
events. Among the visitors
too was Father James Nolte
from St. Ceclia Church, who
stopped by with Padre, his
sweet pup.

The troop also had mem-
bers and troop leaders at the
Wilbraham Hill Climb which
was occurring the same day.

The troop also thanks the
community for their contin-
ued support.
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Come celebrate “Tying the
Knot’ at Old Meeting House

WILBRAHAM
- The Old Meeting
House Museum
cordially  invites
the community to
celebrate love and
tradition at “Tying
the Knot: Wedding
Traditions Through
Time” on Sunday,
June 14, from 2 to
4 p.m.
This special af-
ternoon event will
explore the history
of New England
weddings through
a curated display of
wedding garments
and accessories
from the museum’s
collection. Guests
will also have the
opportunity to cre-
ate their own floral
bouquets in the mu-
seum gardens while
enjoying cake and
sparkling cider in a charm-
ing historic setting.
Event Details: Sunday,
June 14 12 to 4 p.m. | 450
Main Street, Wilbraham
* Free & family-friendly
¢ Wedding garments and
accessories on display

e Create your own floral
bouquet in the museum
gardens

* Cake & sparkling cider
served

“From historical gar-

OLI BMETTING FRILSE MUSELIM EVENT

Tying the Knot

June 14" | 2-4 PM

0ld Meeting House Museum Event
“Tying the Knot: Wedding Traditions
Through Time” Celebrate love and
tradition with a special display of
wedding garments, make-your own
floral bouquets, and refreshments at
the Old Meeting House Museum.

ments to floral bouquets in
the gardens, Tying the Knot
is designed to be a fun and
interactive afternoon at the
museum,” said Lindsey
Bourcier, Director of Mar-
keting. “The event is part of
the museum’s 2026 season
of free programming fo-
cused on local history, cul-
ture, and bringing the com-
munity together.”

More information is
available at: www.theomh.
org.

TOP DOLLAR PAID

CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929

D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.
Palmer, MA 01069

 $'“

Summer Reading Challeng

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

June 4, 2026

Dine Qut Day at Krazy Jakes set for June 17

WILBRAHAM - The
Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary
Club will hold Dine Out Day
at Krazy Jake’s, 2537 Boston
Road on Wednesday, June 17
all day according to Rotary
Vice President Peter Salerno.

Krazy Jakes will donate
10 percent of their custom-
ers’ meal check to the Rotary
Club to support community
services. The Dine Out event
runs from morning to night,”
said Salerno.

Diners must present a
special coupon that they will
receive upon entering the
restaurant.

All proceeds from the
Dine Out will go for commu-
nity services that benefit ev-
eryone from school children
to senior citizens.

All proceeds from the
Dine Out will be used for
community  services; for
school children to senior cit-
izens. Some of the programs
the club offers are the Dictio-
nary Project where each third

grader in Wilbraham and
Hampden is given their own
copy of a dictionary, amount-
ing to 165 dictionaries this
year.

On May 6th, the Rotary
Club of Wilbraham-Hamp-
den presented $2,000 schol-
arships to nine outstanding
seniors from Wilbraham and
Hampden. Students, parents
and guests gathered for din-
ner at the Country Club of
Wilbraham where scholarship
recipients from Minnechaug
Regional  High  School,
LPVEC’s Career and Tech-
nical Education Center, Wil-
braham & Monson Academy
and Pope Francis Prep were
recognized for their academic
achievement and exempla-
ry commitment in service to
their schools and community.

Other projects include the
annual Christmas Tree Light-
ing and food donations and
personal care items for the
Community Survival Center.

The Rotary Club’s motto

At a previous Dine Out, Rotary

is “Service Above Self”. For
more information about the
Dine Out Day call club Peter

128 Main St., Monson ¢ 267-3495

www.richardgreeninsurance.com
Fax: 413-267-3496

Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

RICHARD R. GREEN
—— Insurance Agency, Ine——

e AUTO ¢ HOME ¢ BUSINESS ¢ LIFE

* Great Locations ® Registry service
* Quotes gladly given ® We make housecalls

Please visit our website for an auto,
homeowners, or life insurance quotes

Two Locations:

repin

32 Somers Rd., Hampden ¢ 566-0028

5
==

Plant a Seed, Read

Vice President Peter Salerno
and Krazy Jake’s staffer Nichole Spaulding look over the
menu in preparation for the Rotary Club’s Dine Out fundraiser
on Wednesday, Jun 17. (Times file photo)

Salerno at 203-214-7954 or
email PSalernol @aol.com.

Wilbraham
United Church
Craft Fair

WILBRAHAM - The Wil-
braham United Church will
be holding an outdoor Craft
Fair on Saturday June 6 from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on the front
lawn of the church.

Included will be over 30
vendors with a variety of craft
items. The church will also
have a Bake Sale featuring
homemade baked items for
sale.

In addition, there will be a
cafe selling hamburgers, hot
dogs and various snacks and
cold drinks throughout the
day. The church is located at
500 Main Street in Wilbra-
ham.

Parking is available in
front of the church as well
as in the lot at the rear of the
building.

'?f o

Wilbraham Public Library

JUNE 13 -

Win prizes & rewards
AUGUST 8

All ages welcome

FREE!

Check the event calendar for upcoming
summer programs and events.

SCAN TO REGISTER

- & Wilbraham &/
€ pyblic Libragy)"

25 Cral"\ej.- Park Drive, Wilbraham, MA | 413-596-6141 | wilbrahamlibrary.org

SPONSORED BY THE WILBRAHAM FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY, THE MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF
LIBRARY COMMISSIONERS, THE MASSACHUSETTS LIBRARY SYSTEM, THE WILBRAHAM
CULTURAL COUNCIL, ALONG WITH MANY LOCAL BUSINESSES AND COMMUNITY GROUPS.
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= Tree Removal
= Structural Pruning
» Crane Service

= Storm Damage

= Stump Grinding

= Lot Clearing

Give us a call today

for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by ,H
a ISA certified arborist

dlandgtree.com
INSURED AND CERTIFIED
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FINCOM from page 1

Corridan, himself and DeLo-
bato.

On May 28, Schneider
shared the following state-
ment with the Times on the
resignations.

“I would like to say it was
a pleasure being appointed by
the Select Board to FinCom.
I believe the work the com-
mittee has done in the past,
keeping the town fiscally re-
sponsible, while maintaining
spending under the levy lim-
it, was difficult at times. Fi-
nance and other appointed
committees provide services,
programs and capital to make
Wilbraham one of the best lo-
cal communities,” Schneider
said. “Each year, the Finance
Committee will lose members
for a variety of reasons. Each
member of the Finance Com-

mittee brings intelligence and
unique perspectives while
challenging others with pro-
fessional respect. Since
Town Meeting, there have al-
ready been four resignations
to the Finance Committee,
including myself. Although,
abnormally high number of
vacancies, I am sure the Se-
lect Board will find quality
replacements. Over the next
few years, there will be many
challenges in budgets, capi-
tal and education. The Town
needs people to volunteer
and I encourage anyone that
is interested to contact Town
Hall.”

Ducey explained how for
official meetings and votes
to be conducted by FinCom,
a quorum of five members is
needed per the town’s bylaws,
also providing an update on

meeting with the committee
after the recent announce-
ment.

“As the budget season
concluded, I felt it was im-
portant for the Select Board
and Finance Committee to
meet jointly to review the past
budget cycle and discuss op-
portunities for continued co-
ordination and communica-
tion. At this point, a date for a
joint meeting has not yet been
set. With summer schedules
approaching, we are work-
ing to coordinate availability
for both the Select Board and
Finance Committee,” Ducey
said.

Ducey expressed hope
about new members coming
on board.

“Any time experienced
Town volunteers step away,
there is naturally a period
of transition. Finance Com-
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mittee members contribute
significant time, knowledge
and perspective to the budget
process, and their contribu-
tions are valued and appre-
ciated,” Ducey said. “At the
same time, we have a wealth
of talent and experience
throughout our town to draw
from. I am confident that the
new members will bring new
ideas. Ilook forward to their
thoughts and perspective.”
Having previously served
on the Finance Committee
before moving to the Select
Board, Ducey also shared
what skills would be most de-
sired in future members.
“The Finance Committee
benefits from members with a
range of backgrounds and ex-
periences. Skills that are par-
ticularly valuable include the
ability to review budgets and
financial information careful-

ly, ask thoughtful questions,
communicate  respectfully
and work collaboratively with
others. A willingness to ded-
icate time to meetings and
preparation is also import-
ant,” Ducey said.

Also, the process for the
Select Board when they select
members.

“Residents interested in
serving on the Finance Com-
mittee can learn more about
the role and submit a volunteer
application through the Town
website or by contacting the
Select Board’s Office at 596-
2800. Once applications are
received, the Finance Com-
mittee Chair or their appoin-
tee often has a conversation
with the applicant to discuss
the role and the time commit-
ment involved,” Ducey said.
“The final step is for candi-
dates to meet with the Select

Board at one of our meetings,
after which an appointment
may be made. We encourage
interested residents to apply.”

His message to Schneider,
Corridan, DelLobato and Ki-
ernan was this.

“First and foremost, [ want
to thank current and previous
Finance Committee mem-
bers for their dedication and
service to our Town. Serving
on the Finance Committee
requires a significant time
commitment and a willing-
ness to take on difficult and
important work on behalf of
our community. I appreciate
the contributions each mem-
ber made during their time
on the Committee, encourage
them to stay involved, and
wish them well,” Ducey said.

his hopes of having a joint
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PET OF THE MONTH woad 2, POrter Road Pet Care
M t M kl I I Qlé’me’i é%\‘}v 141 Porter Road HSPI-‘QOH% ?ﬁﬁﬁrﬂﬁ&(ﬁg
ee CKINn ey- Y Ea“;%“_g’z’:ggg;’ il -ESona Eed Park Wilbraham at Noon.
E T e £ "%% oﬁ | —Every Sunday in Bechertown
7 2y oaee -7 —E‘a{ﬂl behind the Police Dept. at 10 a.m.
www.porterroadpetcare.com Laining All Ages And Breeds Welcome
e Day Care e SPA Services S$20 Each - Weather Permitting
e Boarding Available
Web Bathin Every Wednesday Night at 5:30 p.m.
Heeat eCdams Haircutgs Non-Commital Obedience Socialization Group.
. Find us at Belchertown State School in front of
Large ) Maincures Christopher Heights and Belchertown Day School.
Indoor/Outdoor
Accommodations Save $5 N EW CLASS ES !
Playtime Available - D JUNE - SIGN UP NOW!
Fenced in on ayc_are! * Basics Obedience & Socialization ¢ Life Skills
1/4 Acre Lot Grooming All at the Belchertown Recreation Department
or Boarding COMING IN JULY!
... ° Services * Beginners Tracking Class
. .. . P Limit 1 coupon per pet. *Sign Up Online for these classes at the Belchertown Rec Dept.
‘ Expires 6/30/26
413-246-0859 * AKC Certified

East Longmeadow Dog
Obedience Training Club
Classes held at

546 Main Street, Hampden, MA
Classes held every Monday-Thursday evenings

She is a 10-year-old rescue miniature Schnauzer/
Chinese Crested mix owned by David Maiga and
Elizabeth Tavares. She loves long rides in the car,
outdoor time by the pool and cuddling on the couch
with human family and pet siblings.

\. J

WILBRAHAM
Animal Hospital

Andrew R. Hersman, DVM
William D. Anderson, DVM
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM
Nicholas Schipper, DVM
Madison Harris, DVM

LynnhDgetLuck, DVM Start Your
Leah Guidry, DVM
Denise Chiminiello, VM Puppy or Rescue
ATT E N TI 0 N Caitlin Vaugh, DVM Off Right With
R E A D E R S| - - - Obedience Training
‘ = Wilbraham Animal Hospital at ELDOTC!

2424 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA
413.596.8395
wilbrahamanimalhospital.com

East Springfield Veterinary Hospital
525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA
413.739.6389 e esvhospital.com

(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291)
Open Evenings & Saturdays

Send in your pet picture for our
“Pet of the Month” and receive a
FREE weekend get-away or
spa package for your pet
courtesy of Porter Road Pet Care.
Email your photos to:
jwalker@turley.com. Please include
your name and your pet’s name.

Your Dog’s Barks, Whines and Growls and What They Mean

Dogs make a lot of
sounds. From howling and

Obedience Training -
Beginner to Utility

Facebook.com/eastlongmeadowdogobedience
For Information or to Register
Call (413) 355-0553

eastlongmeadowdogobedience.com
We Teach You How to Train Your Dog!

to danger or just showing
you how happy he is that
growling to whining and you're home. A bark can
crying. Some dogs tend to indicate joy or fear, anger
be more talkative than oth- or awareness, frustration
ers. Some breeds also tend or need. The key to under-
to have certain distinctive standing the bark is context
sounds, Rottweilers “purr,” and knowing your dog. A

barks are sharp and con-
tinuous. Suspicious barking
is typically slow and low.
Fearful barking is also low,
but it’s usually faster. And
playful barking just sounds
playful.
Growling -

giving a warning. The next
time he won’t warn you first.
If the growl is more of a low
grumble and you are playing
tug of war at the time, then
it’s a play growl and things
are fine.

Howling - Not all dogs

ing to talk to their owners
who left them behind.
Whining - Dogs of-
ten whine when they want
something. Your dog might
whine when she needs to
go outside, wants a ftreat,
wants to go for a walk, or

A dog might yelp when play-
ing if another dog bites too
hard. These sounds are how
dogs communicate distress
to the rest of the pack or to
their humans.

Sighing & Groaning-

Growling When your dog lets out a

Siberian Huskies “talk,” dog with separation anxiety is usually a warning sign. howl. Often ftriggered by just wants your attention. hearty groan or a deep sign,
Shiba Inus “scream” and might have a high-pitched, It's telling another dog or a high-pitched noises, howl- But whining can also be a is he showing either extreme
Basenjis “yodel” instead repetitive bark that gets person to back off, that if ing seems to be contagious sign of fear or anxiety. A dog contentment or severe dis-

of barking. But in gener-
al, there are a handful of
sounds most dogs make
to communicate with other
dogs and with people.
Barking - Dogs have
different barks depending
on the circumstances. Your
dog could be alerting you

higher as the dog gets more
anxious and upset. Boredom
barking is more monotone
and repetitive. An alert bark
is usually sharp and stac-
cato, while an alarm bark is
similar but with more inten-
sity. When your dog wants
something from vyou, her

you don’t stop touching the
dog’s food, toys, body, or
get out of his space, then he
might become aggressive.
Take a growl seriously and
make your dog comfortable.
And remember, never pun-
ish a dog for growling. If you
do, you’re punishing him for

among dogs. When an am-
bulance races through an
area, listen to the sounds
of the neighborhood dogs.
Some researchers believe
howling is a way that dogs
communicate among pack
members. A dog that howls
when left alone may be try-

that’s afraid of going to the
vet may whine when you get
there. A dog with separation
anxiety may whine when
he’s left alone.

Yelping and whimper-
ing - When your dog cries,
whimpers or yelps, it’s typi-
cally a sign that he’s in pain.

appointment. If you've just
had a great walk or a fun
romp in the yard, a sigh is
likely a sign of happy satis-
faction. However, if your pup
has brought you the ball five
times and you won’t throw
it, the sigh is likely one of
bummed-out frustration.
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Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Jacob Gilmartin sets up a !
Jonathan Correa goes for a spike.

play.

Kevin Cordova sends a spike away.

Chicopee’s Sam
Breton clears the
ball away.
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Kursten Shade looks to shoot in traffic.

Nadia Cassmajor sends a
pass away.

Mutiny battles Hartford
to scoreless draw

LUDLOW - On Friday, May 22, the New
England Mutiny battled the Hartford Athletic to
a scoreless tie. The Mutiny is now 1-1-1 on the

“. Turley photos by David Henry
' www.sweetdogphotos.com

season. They previously defeated the Worceste Se-Hal_ma
Wanderers and had a defeat against the Hudsou Mars fights
Valley Crusaders. More on the Mutiny and their for the ball.

new challenges in next week’s edition.

Kayleigh Lukasik sends a pass away.

Kendall Bodak, of Monson, sends a free kick away.

Falcons lose final regular season matchup

Darren Duah gets hit past his

opponent.
WILBRAHAM — On
Wednesday, May 20, the

Minnechaug Regional High
School boys volleyball team
was in nonplayoff action,
hosting Pioneer Valley Chris-
tian Academy. Unfortunate-
ly, PVCA escaped with a 3-2
win. Minnechaug would win
the first two sets, but PVCA
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Brennan Rost leaps for a set.

would win 29-27 in the third
set to extend the match and
then went on to win the
fourth and fifth sets. Min-
nechaug moved into the state
tournament last week with a
local draw, traveling to West
Springfield. Highlights from
that matchup will be in next
week’s edition.

WMass Pioneers
fall to NEFC

LUDLOW - On a very
rainy evening, the turf was
not kind to the Western
Mass. Pioneers as they fell
at home against NEFC 4-2.
The Pioneers, which have
a lot of new players on the
roster this season, fell to a
disappointing 1-2 on the

 Pearse 0’Brien
| seeks to setle

short regular season. The
Pioneers had another home
game scheduled during the
weekend, and were in action
on the road against Black
Rock FC. The Pioneers are
on a lengthy road trip and
are not playing at home until
Friday, June 19.

SEE MORE PHOTOS
ON PAGE 12



Page 12

B SPORTS

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

June 4, 2026

Valley Blue Sox ready for the 2026 season

HOLYOKE - The Val-
ley Blue Sox return for the
2026 season after finishing
last season at 20-22 record.
Despite narrowly missing
out on the playoffs, The Blue
Sox ended the season on a
high note with a dominant
23-1 win against the Upper
Valley Nighthawks in July.
The Blue Sox will open up
their season June 4 against
the Newport Gulls at home.

The Gulls are coming out
of the gates as Regular Sea-
son Divisional Champions,
after posting a 29-15 record
in 2025. The teams last met
on a rainy July day in Rhode
Island, where The Blue Sox
pulled off a 6-5 comeback
win in extra innings.

“Regardless of who we
have out there ... [it’s] just
creating that kind of sense of
urgency from the beginning
.. and you want to certainly
make a good first impres-
sion,” head coach John Raio-
la said. “Play hard and com-
pete, that’s really what I ask
every day, no matter what ...
[and] that starts on June 4.”

Raiola returns as head
coach of the Blue Sox after
five seasons in the front of-
fice as the team’s director of
baseball operations. Follow-
ing the departure of former
head coach Endy Morales in
pursuit of the Banana Ball
League, Raiola returns to a
team that he coached to back
to back NECBL champion-
ships in 2017 and 2018.

Returning to the same
coaching job he first
stepped into 11
years ago, one
of Raiola’s top
priorities is to
put a team on
the field
that is
ready to
compete.

“It’s not
just summer ball,”
Raiola said. “It’s an opportu-
nity for you to put your best
foot forward and show that
you, in basically an all-star
league, can compete against
the best throughout all over
the country, and show up and
do it every single day.”

The Blue Sox offense
ranked in the top of the
NECBL last season but the
pitching staff struggled, fin-
ishing with a team ERA of
4.93, the eighth best in the
league. Raiola, who served
as a pitching coach at West-
ern New England Univer-
sity and in the Cape Cod
Baseball League with the
Yarmouth-Dennis Red Sox,
seeks to heighten the threat
of Valley’s arms.

“One thing that’s really
important for us, and that I
tell [the players] ... is that
they leave better than they
came,” Raiola said. “... You
should have something that
you know that you need to
do and that you don’t do par-
ticularly well and we should
be working towards solving

. so that when
you leave, you
leave better than
we found you.”

Raiola spent

the 2015-2019
seasons  as
head
coach
of  the
« Blue Sox,

and  has
head coach of the
Elms College baseball team
since 2020, where he’s post-
ed a 94-120 record.

Raiola is no stranger to
NECBL titles. Prior to his
time in Holyoke, Raiola won
a championship as a part of
the Newport Gulls coaching
staff in 2009, another with
the Keene Swampbats in
2011, and made a champi-
onship appearance with the
Sanford Mainers in 2014.

Raiola has exciting names
to work with this summer
from all over the country.

Returning for the Blue
Sox is infielder Michael
Elko. Elko suited up for
Valley in 39 games last sea-
son, tallying 165 plate ap-
pearances. The Texas native
earned 30 runs with 34 hits
and finished the season off
with a 0.252 batting average.
A senior at the University of
Richmond, Flko’s college
season ended with 52 starts
and was named the Atlantic
10 Baseball Player of the
Week back in March.

Incoming Blue Sox short-

been the

stop Anthony Grabau has
made headlines in his junior
season at Fordham Universi-
ty. In 2026, he hit for a .303
batting average across 218
at bats, posting a .911 OPS,
a promising left-handed bat.
Grabau finished with nine
home runs and 38 RBI and
earned a spot on Baseball
America’s College Team
of the Week on April 21 at
shortstop after an 11-for-21
week where he hit for the
cycle. Grabau has been a de-
fensive anchor at shortstop,
starting all 55 games in the
position and posting a .946
fielding percentage.

Behind the dish, junior
Jacob Dilley has had a mon-
ster year at the University of
North Carolina Greensboro.
In 50 games, Dilley has hit
for a .325 batting average,
recorded a .960 OPS, left the
yard for 10 home runs and
recorded 38 RBI. Dilley has
spent less time behind the
plate in 2026 but has moved
around the field for UNCG,
making appearances in the
outfield and first base in ad-
dition to his catching duties.

Junior Gavin Degnan
brings a solid bat to the Val-
ley outfield from the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania. Degnan
drove in 41 over 42 games
which led his team, and had
a .306 batting average and a
.898 OPS to go with it. De-
gnan went deep for seven
home runs and at times was
a threat on the basepaths,

swiping 14 bags.

Raiola has also assembled
a diverse bullpen with a wide
range of arms. Coming from
UMass Lowell, Jake LeFran-
cois posted a 2.03 ERA on a
little over 11 innings pitched
for the Riverhawks, emerg-
ing with potential to be a re-
liable arm for the Blue Sox.
Right-handed pitcher Dylan
Reid brings some more expe-
rience on the mound, logging
nearly 60 innings pitched
with a 3.77 ERA for Brown
University. Averaging 4.9 in-
nings pitched per game for
the Bears in 2026, Reid pro-
files as a durable arm and can
compete deep into outings.

Returning to the mound
for Valley is Justin Master-
alexis. A Western Massachu-
setts native, the left-handed
pitcher logged over 19 in-
nings for UMass Ambherst
this past season. Masteralex-
is struck out 19 batters for the
Minutemen and earned At-
lantic 10 All-Rookie Team
honors back in 2024.

“It’s not just about pick-
ing the best players and the
stats and all that, it’s about
getting the right guys,” Rai-
ola said. “[Seeing] how they
mesh together, pull for each
other and show up every sin-
gle day.

The Blue Sox will kick
off their 2026 season on June
4 at Mackenzie Stadium in
Holyoke. First pitch is set for
6:30 p.m.

Jarvis, Beecher top guns at Monadnock Speedway

WINCHESTER, N,H. -
Joey Jarvis survived a slug-
fest to win his first Modi-
fied feature of the summer
on May 23 at Monadnock
Speedway, The second gen-
eration Vermont pilot accom-
plished the feat by sitting in
the best seat in the house, the
pole, from where he was im-
mune to the wildness behind
him.

Jarvis was one of five first
time 2026 winners on the
high banks of the fast quarter
mile Saturday. Justin Beech-
er, in house for the night’s
special R&R Open Street
Stock show, duplicated his
victory of the same event a
summer ago, and reigning
speedway Mini Stock champ
John Fultz - in his first run
of the summer - picked up
where he left off last Sep-
tember.

In the Pure Stocks, red
hot rookie Josh Brigham
scored the first win of his
career. New England Dwarf
Car pilot Ryan Carman
scored his first career victory
on the high banks, and then
there was 11-year-old Dylan
Stati.

Stati, a quiet fifth grade
student at the Old Mill Pond
School in his hometown of
Palmer, Mass. on weekdays,
puts on his super hero person-
ality every Saturday, when
he dominates the speedway’s
Young Guns division. On
this Saturday, he cruised to
victory for the fourth time of
his rookie campaign.

LOWER PRICES

T0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

ASSORTED PORK

INFLATION

LOIN CHOPS........ccousssssnnssss

Jarvis and open-wheel
rookie Kyle Kenny sat up
front as Saturday night’s All-
states Materials Group 604
Modified main event went
green. They would run in that
order until Ben Byrne blasted
into second on lap four, with
Nate Wenzel close behind.

Wenzel took third on lap
11 and with the two veter-
ans battling for second, Jar-
vis was able to open some
breathing room at the front.
That, though, went out the
window when a lap-21 cau-
tion brought Byrne back to
his side.

Jarvis was again up to the
task, holding a perfect line
for all 40 laps to score his
second career victory on the
high banks. And he may not
have had the fastest car.

A grinding lap-25 multi-
Mod dance out of turn four
heavily damaged the Patnode
and Martin rides, among
others, and brought Nate
Wenzel to the front row for
the restart. Electrical issues,
though, sent Wenzel quick-
ly to the pits, returning now
seventh at the green.

Flying back through the
field, Wenzel would finish
second, three lengths behind
the speedy Jarvis. Andrew
Brousseau, victorious sev-
en days earlier, gobbled up
Tyler Leary in turn three to
come home second, Leary
was fourth on the night, and
Ben Byrne, in the mix all 40,
came home fifth.

The R&R Open Street

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .....

USDA INSP. FRESH

BONELESS PORK

SIRLOIN CUTLETS...ooussssssnse

USDA INSP. SLICED FROM OUR DELI

LT 10—

5470

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR STORE

PROVOLONE CHEESE. - 4334

USDA INSP. STOREMADE KABOBS WITH VEGGIES

BEEF S22 | CHICKEN S5 92

USDA INSP. CUT IN STORE

BONE-IN HAM STEAKS......... > B 22

SALE DATES:

USDA INSP.
GROUND FRESH DAILY

6/4/26-6/10/26

Stock feature saw three
dominant Bay State stars
again take center stage, Jus-
tin Beecher - who makes a
habit of swooping onto the
high banks to score victories
in these specials - took first
from Chris Buffone on lap
eight and never looked back.

Top hometracker JD
Stockwell, representing his
Saturday night home well,
got up for second on lap 11
and kept Beecher close until
exiting in a cloud of smoke
51 circuits later, leaving Buf-
fone to finish second, a third-
lap shy of the high flying
Beecher, Former speedway
regular Adam Gray complet-
ed his hard night’s work in
third.

Jon Fultz strutted his
championship stuff in the
Keene Towing and Recovery
Mini Stocks. Taking the lead
from Tim Paquette on lap
seven, the 2025 speedway
king never looked back as he
sped off to his first win of the
season.

Paquette held strong to
come home second, just
ahead of week one winner
Kevin Clayton. Tim O’Shea
was fourth, and early race
leader Craig Chaffee was
fifth on the night.

Red hot rookie Josh
Brigham left no doubt Satur-
day that his freshman season
will be one to remember in
the Brattleboro Towing and
Recovery Pure Stocks. Com-
ing off a handful of strong
early season runs, Brigham

e PRICES IN RED
ARE AT OR BEL
LAST YEAR’S PRICE

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS/SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 t5. 846 wusee

54‘-1

started in row three Saturday,
took the lead from Colton
Hull on lap 17, and sped off
into the night to score his
first career victory. And, with
the win, move to the top of
the points parade.

Sophomore speedster
Kyle Begos finished at
Brigham’s bumper in sec-
ond, high roller Jimmy Zell-
man, victorious a week ear-
lier, was third, with Hull and
Linsey Wenzel completing
Saturday’s top five.

Ryan Carman took the
lead on lap seven of Satur-
day’s Dwarf Car feature and
dashed off to win by three
lengths over series super star
Tom Harwood. It was Car-
man’s first career win on the

high banks. Andrew Harmon
was third on the night, just
ahead of Cody Hodgson.

With Dylan Stati again
working his magic in the
Doug’s Auto Body Young
Guns to win his fourth in a
row, Maeve Barry continued
to get stronger each week,
coming home second Satur-
day.

Monadnock  Speedway
will return to action next Sat-
urday, May 30, with a Limit-
ed Late Model special event
atop a full card of NASCAR
Local Racing Series compe-
tition, including the exciting
604 Modifieds. Post time is
6 p.m; every Saturday on the
high banks of New England’s
fastest quarter-mile oval.

Magical

runs ends
for T-Birds in
Wilkes-Barre

WILKES-BARRE, PA
— The Springfield Thunder-
birds saw their remarkable
Calder Cup Playoff journey
come to a bitter ending in an
8-1 loss to the Wilkes-Barre/
Scranton Penguins on Sat-
urday night inside Mohegan
Arena at Casey Plaza in a de-
ciding Game 5 of the best-of-
five series.

After getting shut out by
Georgii Romanov and the
T-Birds in Game 4 in Spring-
field two nights earlier, the
Penguins came out with re-
newed purpose, and Tristan
Broz’s second goal of the
series just 3:56 into Game 5
put Wilkes-Barre/Scranton in
front, 1-0.

Harrison Brunicke would
follow with a goal of his own
on a 2-on-1 at 7:43 to make
it 2-0. Broz added his third
point of the period with a
power play goal at 16:17, and
Rafael Harvey-Pinard com-
pleted the Penguins’ prolific
first period with a rebound
finish with just 20 seconds
left in the frame to make it
4-0 at intermission.

The T-Birds swapped
goalies heading into the
second as Vadim Zherenko
took over, but the Penguins
still managed to find offense
when Atley Calvert swatted a
loose puck through Zherenko
at 17:21.

As the third period be-
gan, the Penguins power play
found a second connection
when Ville Koivunen fin-
ished off a passing play at
2:52 to extend the lead to six.

Akil Thomas finally got
one back for Springfield at
4:30, but it would prove to
only delay the Penguins’
continued attack, as Har-
vey-Pinard and Koivunen
each would add another tally
to their night’s work to finish
off the victory and the series.

The T-Birds’ storybook
season may have come to
an end, but the excitement is
only building as Springfield
prepares to celebrate 100
years of hockey in the city.

Jaiden
Williams
makes his way i
up the field.
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Ben Alexander gets ready to clear the ball.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Thomas Wadas, of Ludlow, eyes a teammate up the field.
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HAMPDEN HONORS

from page 1

Musante grew tearful as
he recalled those who fell in
battle.

“The nation’s wars and
warriors belong to all of us,”
Musante said.

Following Musante’s re-
marks, members of Hamp-
den’s VFW performed a 21-
gun salute in honor of the
military.

The annual Hampden Gar-
den Club Plant Sale—a rain or
shine event—was held before
and after the 11 a.m. remem-
brance ceremony. Club Mem-
ber Cheryl Perrault made a
memorial wreath presented to
the veterans.

The weather didn’t
stop dozens of avid gar-
deners from lining up in
front of Memorial Hall as
early as 7:15 a.m. to be the
first to grab plants when
the sale opened at 8 am.

Garden Club
President Lil Fedora
said that business /
was good despite
the showers.

“The rain is
angels’ tears, re-
minding us of ev-
eryone who fought
for our freedom,”
Fedora said.

Mark and Nancy
Giza of Hampden
have been buy-
ing plants from the
Garden Club for the
35 years they have lived in
town. This year, Nancy picked
up shade plants, including
hosta and lambs’ ear.

“There is a great selec-
tion and I always figure if the
plants have done well in other
Hampden gardens they will
do well in mine,” she said.

Hampden’s Federated
Community Church also went
forward with its pancake
breakfast and craft and bake
sale.

“The rain is showing us
that Mother Nature is still in

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

Cohen, age 3, brandishes
a bunless hot dog.

charge,”
Penny Dibble said, chair of
the craft sale, as church bells
played “America the Beauti-
ful”

Dibble said she had a lot of
help with the event this year.
She praised John Fernandez
of Wilbraham, who crafted
two large American flags out
of wood that were raffled off
at the church.

Lisa and Mark Jones of
Wilbraham stopped by for
pancakes and sausage and left
with craft fair purchases of

Pastor Euniji Lee of
Hampden’s United Federated
Church delivers the
invocation.

soap and hand cream made
from local beeswax.

“Coming here is a great
tradition for us,” remarked
Lisa, “and the breakfast was
delicious.”

Despite the cancellation of
the parade, outgoing Select-
board Chair John Flynn de-
clared the day a success.

“We’re fortunate we could
use the fire station and carry
on with this important event,”
Flynn said.

§
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VFW Post GCommander David Demers presided
over Hampden’s Memorial Day event.

bl

Melanie Gagliarducci with her daughter, Emma, the incoming
president of Minnechaug’s Military Community Club.

Turley photos by Patricia Sullivan

Hazel, age 5, enjoys a free Hoodsie cup.
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Regional High School Choir
also performed the National
Anthem.

There was also a presen-
tation of the Memorial Day
Wreath from the Wilbraham
Garden Club which went to
U.S. Marine Corps Veteran
Franklin Ludwig, the 2025
Veteran of the Year.

The ceremony also fea-
tured reflections from Renna,
Local Historian and Author
David Bourcier, State Sen.
Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow),
State Rep. Angelo J. Puppolo
Jr. (D-Springfield) and Select
Board Chair Marc Ducey.

Minnechaug’s  Military
Community Club also partic-
ipated in the ceremony with
the presentation for prisoners
of war and soldiers missing in
action.

The ceremony then fin-
ished off with a rifle salute
from the VFW Post 9397
Honor Guard, as Dave Morris
played Taps on the trumpet.

Renna closed off the cer-
emony with a few remarks
thanking everyone for their
attendance and involvement
in the Memorial Day cere-
mony, later taking a moment
to discuss the importance of

Turley photos by Noelle Hisgen

Sisters Dakota (Left) and Alexis (Right) Joseph help with a
Buddy Poppy Drive with the Hampden VFW.

Memorial Day.

“Memorial Day is all
about honoring people who
lost their lives in the service
of our country.” Renna said.
“It makes me think about
how both of my grandfathers
served in World War II and
their time spent serving. So, it
brings back a lot of memories
thinking about them. As well
as I know a lot of local peo-
ple as well, that’s kind of the
same thing that it brings up
for us. So, there’s a person-
al connection for me in that
respect. And I know a lot of
the people that participate in
these events as well.”

Attending the ceremony
was Dakota Joseph, who was
helping with the Hampden

2

Photo courtesy of Pat Serra

Wilbraham Garden Club President Anna Howell presents
Franklin Ludwig, the 2025 Veteran of the Year, with a

commemorative wreath.

Veterans of Foreign Wars
(VFW) Auxiliary with her
sister Alexis giving out Bud-
dy Poppies to attendees.

“For me personally, Me-
morial Day means a whole
lot,” Joseph said. “My dad
is a veteran, and he was de-
ployed when I was younger
to Iraq for a year. So, coming
out to support all of our fallen
soldiers really means a lot. I
try to stay involved as much
as I can.”

At the ceremony was
Minnechaug history teach-
er—former Marine—Mchael
Hill. Hill was in attendance as
the advisor of Minnechaug’s
Military Community Club.

“I think it’s important for
both ends for the communi-
ty to see that students at our
school take pride in what the
military has accomplished
and meeting its veterans and
service members and also
their families, the sacrifices
they go through,” Hill said.
“And on the other end of that,
to allow our students to kind
of have a way in which they
can help with the communi-
ty.”

Also speaking about the
importance of Memorial Day
was David Demers, the com-
mander of VFW Post 9397.

Demers also had 28 years
of experience in the military
and recently retired two years
ago.
“We’re out here to hon-
or the fallen soldiers and the
MIA, the people that were
missing in action and never
found, never brought home,
and to honor the community,”
Demers said. “It’s collabo-
rating with the community

Photo courtesy of Lorna Lawrence

A group photo of Wilbraham Scout Troop 359 with State Rep. Angelo Puppolo Jr. (D-Springfield),
Patrick Renna, director of Veterans Services, and State Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow) after the

ceremony.

and brings everyone together.
We love to volunteer. We do
whatever we can for the com-
munity.”

Lastly, Boy Scout Troop
Scoutmaster Michael Thad
spoke about the Memori-
al Day Ceremony and the
Scout’s involvement with
events such as Memorial Day.

“Memorial Day is a very

important holiday. The Scouts
want to recognize the service
that people have given their
lives for our country,” Thad
said.

There are, also, opportu-
nities for veterans to continue
connecting with one another
and remember their com-
rades.

For

more information

about the VFW Post 9397 in
Hampden, veterans can find
them on Facebook. You have
to be a veteran of a foreign
combat zone to join.

There is, also, a Friends
of Wilbraham and Hampden
Veterans group which meets
on the second Wednesday of
every month at the senior cen-
ter at 5 p.m.

KR

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

TR E E

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 . office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net

OBINSON
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit.

Call (508) 882-0178

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

HOHNER VERDI Ill. Red 120 Bass Pia-
no Accordian. 3/5 reeds, full size keyboard.
5/3 switches. New condition. Bargain!
$1475. 413-583-3740.

WANTED!
CASH for:

* Machinist tools, power tools

& Snap on.
* Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.

Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches,
Musical instruments, typewriters,
sewing machines, tools, radios,
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military,
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans,
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs,
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2**x*xxxx%\ & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell

(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured *
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Yes time to il
gardens and flower beds too. Be safe grow
your own. Call for appointment, fair and
reasonable rates. Suburban residential
only. 413-626-1927.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice. Serving Palmer, Barre and surround-
ing area. Call (508)867-2550

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks,
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts.
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC

formerly (Luis Arroyo licensed electrician)
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Service upgrades, pools,
budget friendly, committed to satisfaction,
dependable & insured. Master Lic. #20773-
A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text or call Dan-
iel at 413-218-3301 or visit my website
at dannyselectricllc.com to fill an on-
line work request.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

“Walker

Home Improvement

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing  Drywall »
Painting * & more!

(413) 687'5552/

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

MOTORCYCLES

1992 HARLEY SPORTSTER, new
brakes, chain, sprockets, clutch, battery,
tires, starter. 27K miles. Ready to go. $2900
or best offer. 508-867-2647/774-757-
8400

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,
1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

vl |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills
Circulation:
50,500

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

-
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A () I

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 1 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 Base fice
2 | 2 | 28 | 2 e
% B iznso | 26 Bogsoon| 27 Pees| 28 B abo0
2 Beeanse | 30 By | 31 Beiaso| 32 B a0
3 | 34 | 3 i | 36 L
37 Peeaaso | 38 Besgasm| 39 Pesanso| 40 B San00
Name: Phone:

Address:
Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QdVISA [ Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#

Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

June 4, 2026

Call us at 413.283.8393

HEALTH CARE

Holyoke Health Center, Inc. has a
position available in Holyoke, MA for a
BE/BC (Board Eligible or
Board Certified) Pediatrician
to provide medical care and treatment to in-
fants, children, and adolescents. Diagnose
and treat various medical conditions, con-
duct examinations, prescribe medications,
administer vaccinations, and offer guidance
on child health and development. Salary

range is $208,000 to $250,000 per year.
Minimum Requirements: M.D. or D.O. or
foreign equivalent + BE/BC (Board Eligible
or Board Certified) in Pediatrics.
Apply to: resumes@hhcinc.org
using ID: PD25DD.

FOR RENT

APT. FOR RENT: 826 EAST STREET,
LUDLOW. 2 BR., 1-1/2 bath, kitchen, di-
nette, LR. Applications required. For more
information, please call 413-583-3097.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

7

Buying?
Selling?

.

Subscribe Today!

Turley%

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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One of the pop up vendors
¢ was this little girl with a

' lemonade stand.
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A wide shot of attendees checking out the festivities.

PUBLIC NOTICE =

INVITATION TO BID
Boiler Replacement
Minnechaug Regional
High School
Wilbraham, Massachusetts

The project consists of the
replacement of one of the five
boilers at Minnechaug Regional
High School, 621 Main Street,
Wilbraham, MA.

HVAC GC Bid will be due,
publicly opened and read on
Thursday, June 18th at 9:00 a.m.
in the Superintendents Confer-
ence Room, at Minnechaug Re-
gional High School, 621 Main
Street, Wilbraham, MA.

Bids must be addressed to
Michael Messier, Director of Fa-
cilities & Operations, Hampden
Wilbraham Regional School Dis-
trict, 621 Main Street, Wilbra-
ham MA 01095, securely sealed,
showing the name and address of
bidder. All bids must be clearly
marked “Boiler Replacement
at to the Minnechaug Regional
High School” on the outside of

the envelope. Proposals received
after the due date and time will
not be accepted under any con-
ditions.

The Project involves the re-
placement of one of the five
boilers at Minnechaug Regional
High School.

The estimated cost of the work
is $125,000.

Bids shall be accompanied by
a proposal guaranty in the form
of a bid bond, cash, or a certi-
fied check or a treasurers check
issued by a responsible bank or
trust company having offices in
the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts. The proposal guarantee
shall be in the amount of five per-
cent (5%) of the bid made pay-
able to the Hampden Wilbraham
Regional School District.

Contract Documents are avail-
able from the Engineer after 2:00
PM on May 22, 2026. Each Bid-
der may obtain sets of bidding
documents from Robt. W. Hall
Consulting Engineers by email-

5%

Photos courtesy of
Joshua Sweeney

ing Richard Willoughby ( rwil-
loughby @rwhall.com)

A Prebid Conference will be
held on June 10, 3:00 PM at the
School. The meeting place will
be outside the Loading Dock
on the east side of the school.

A Payment Bond will be re-
quired of the successful bidder.

Attorney-in-fact who signs
Payment Bonds must file with
each Bond a certified and effec-
tive dated copy of their power of
attorney. Prevailing Wage rates
have been established for this
project by the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts.

The Hamden Wilbraham Re-
gional School District reserves
the right to waive any informal-
ities, to reject any and all bids
or any part thereof, and to take
whatever action it believes to be
in the best interest of the School
District.

06/04/2026
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A shot of one of
the cycle karts, a
new feature this

HILL CLIMB from page 1

of “Chasing Classic Cars,”
and Steve Magnante, Bar-
rett-Jackson Host and YouTu-
ber.

This year’s sponsors in-
cluded Stonewall Insurance
Group, Lia Auto Group,
LUSO Federal Credit Union,
97.7 FM WARE, Bonhams,
Hagerty, Sampson Funeral
Homes, the Joseph and Anna
C. Dias Foundation and more.

Jeff DeMarey, who co-or-
ganizes the event alongside
Ed Cenedella and is the
founder of the Springfield to
Boston Education Founda-
tion, was pleased things went
well and noted one of the new
upgrades this year was the
sound system “so that the an-
nouncer—starting line—was
also heard all the way down
to WMA and at the top of the
finish line.”

“The finish line worked
out really well. We made
some huge safety improve-
ments up there. We had some
big lights we put up, we coned
off the road a little bit and we
moved the finish line back a
little bit so they couldn’t take
that left turn onto Ridge, so
that worked out really well,”
DeMarey said. “It was a great
event. Wayne Carini gave us
a great compliment: ‘Jeff, you
have a very special town and
a very special event,” he said.
‘For me to be in my car look-
ing over my left shoulder and
seeing three to 500 people in
the pouring rain watching me
go up the hill. There’s really
some passion there about hav-
ing it.”

DeMarey also heard pos-
itive feedback from the food
and craft vendors, noting some
other booths popped up in-
cluding lemonade stands from
kids. Wilbraham & Monson
Academy also provided space
for the event, which had the
car show and other vendors.

“The rain really hampers
it, but the attitudes were really
good. Everyone was smiling
and happy,” DeMarey said.
“It’s pretty enlightening and
heartwarming to see how
much good stuff there was go-
ing on.”

Another highlight—which
was also new this year—was
the cycle karts.

“The little cycle karts are
really cool because they’re
all homemade designs by the
guys that own them and they
went up the hill in a swarm.
They don’t go very fast—
they’re nothing more than on
a golf cart like a Melha Shri-
ners car—but we sent them all
up at the start. We had like six
or eight of them going up the
hill,” DeMarey said. “Those
guys were great.”

One thing that stayed with
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him this year was the smiles
on everyone’s faces.

“I love the smiles. I love
walking around. I take the
middle of the day and I put
everything aside—and I start
at the starting line—and I
walk the entire thing thanking
every vendor and talking to
them and from the people sell-
ing plants to the barber, it’s
wonderful to just sit there and
watch the laughter in people.
I think that’s the great thing,”
DeMarey said.

Another was the tribute to
George Holman at the start of
the race and the National An-
them performance.

“I never really had any-
thing hit me like that. I was at
the mic, I was talking about
it. The little girl at the bottom
of the hill, Katie Lotterer, she
sang the National Anthem. Oh
my God, knocked it out of the
park, I thought it was abso-
lutely unbelievable, and then
when we did the moment of
silence for George, which was
his son taking a car up the hill
all by himself while we were
silent. We held the mic down
by the exhaust and he took off
and everything else,” DeMar-
ey said. “I was in tears. It was
crazy. I'm going to miss him.”

He also reflected on the
Springfield to Boston Edu-
cation Foundation, which he
started several years ago to
help kids and adults get in-
volved in cars, hoping to do
more in the future.

“It’'s not a foundation
where you’re going to ap-
ply for a scholarship. I don’t
want to be the guy that hands
out the money. I want to be
the foundation that helps the
kids and the adults get into the
hobby,” DeMarey said. “No-
lan Burke, he was just one of
the first people that was part
of it and it was interesting to
introduce him to people and
then he then takes off with it
and has now—I opened that
door—and he can now walk
down a pathway. Before I was
involved, Nolan had no access
to it. His parents are not car
people, they’re nothing like
that. He loved cars and then
I cracked open a door and he
kind of walked through it and
then I guided him to “What do
you like? What do you want to
do?””

DeMarey also shared how
he supported Pete Zimmer-
man at Wilbraham Tire, who
opened a new business called
Zimmy’s with help, support
and mentorship.

“I reassured him that the
foundation was behind him,
we’re going to help him,
there’s tons of work out there,
and right now he’s busy,” De-
Marey said. “I love to get peo-
ple involved.”

DeMarey said plans for
next year’s Hill Climb will
begin in the next month or so
and he is always looking for
volunteers.

To learn more about the
foundation, visit springfield-
toboston.com.

DeMarey also expressed
thanks to the residents, the
town departments, Sponsors
and community for their sup-
port. There’s also an online
survey for people to share
their feedback, including what
he can do better next year.

More information on the
online survey soon.

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.

Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

Custom Design Work
Cleaning “ Markers

Benches

201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 < www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com
413-589-7564 Office

Statues
Plot Maintenance
On-Site Lettering “ Restorations

Monuments
Bronze Plaques

413-589-7588 Fax

Cemetery Signage

413-531-5360

Vases
Granite Signs

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).
Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.
Thank you.

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

2 Access archives and digital tear sheets by

3 Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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THE
KITCHEN &
BATH CO.
DESIGN
BUILD
LIVE

our Private Sanct
%4y Start and end your day in a space designed for serenity and superior

Eﬁlg functionality at every stage of your life. We transform dated bathrooms into
’t"y luxury spa retreats that evolve with your lifestyle. Using premium materials like
: Corian® and Wilsonart®, we create seamless, easy-to-clean surfaces that stand

the test of time. From smart storage solutions to accessible walk-in designs,
l experience the perfect blend of elegance, safety, and long-term durability.

LOCAL.
FAMILY-OWNED,

IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.
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