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WILBRAHAM - The community gath-
ered at Crane Veteran Memorial Park on 
May 26 to commemorate Memorial Day.

During the ceremony, Boy Scout Troop 
359 member Demetri Pappanikou led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, the Minnechaug Re-
gional High School Choir performed the 
National Anthem while the high school’s 
band performed “God Bless America” and 
“TAPS,” the garden club presented the 
Memorial Day Wreath, Dakota Joseph and 
Cody Erskine from Minnechaug’s Military 
Community Club conducted the POW/
Missing in Action presentation and Jered 
Sasen, director of Veterans Services, and 
U.S. Army Sgt. Robert Kelliher, Jr., the 

2023 Veteran of the Year, laid the wreath.
This year’s ceremony was dedicated 

to U.S. Navy Veteran Roy Scott, a senior 
chief, who passed away on May 7.

Sasen stressed how freedom is not free 
and throughout the nation’s history, “there 
has been a heavy cost involved in the pre-
serving of our way of life” and the nation 
has shouldered the cost “for many gener-
ations of men and women who’ve fought 
and died for freedom’s sake.”

Sasen reiterated the importance of re-
minding America and the world how free-
dom is not free.

“Today, it is up to us to make sure the 
legacy of our nation’s fallen is passed on 
from this generation to the next and to all 
generations beyond,” Sasen said. “We must 
ensure that the youth of tomorrow have an 

Parade canceled due to 
weather

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - Showers and thunder-
storms did not deter residents from gath-
ering together to commemorate Memo-
rial Day.

However, due to the forecast, this 
year’s Memorial Day Parade was can-
celed and activities moved indoors, in-
cluding the hot dog and ice cream socials 
from the fire and police departments, 
the Bad News Jazz and Blues Orches-
tra sponsored by the Hampden Cultur-
al Council’s performances and arts and 

crafts through the library.
The garden club’s Memorial Day 

Plant Sale and the Memorial Day Craft 
Fair outside Federated Community 
Church continued outdoors with tents.

Jered Sasen, VFW 9397 quartermas-
ter, said the intent of the day “is not to 
speak about the glory of battle or pay 
homage to the heroes or icons, but rath-
er reflect on the person behind the deed” 
and “remember that all of our fallen 
comrades for who they actually were: 
people just like us.”

Sasen said on Memorial Day, “It is 
our duty to remember their sacrifice and 
keep their memory alive.”

“We must remember and reflect on 
the lives they left behind. The next-door 
neighbors and the kids that lived down 

Compromise is 
reached

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The School 
Committee, Select Board and 
the Finance Committee gathered 
in the senior center’s event room 
on May 21 for a joint meeting on 
the school budget.

The meeting comes after the 
School Committee discussed 
concerns over mismatched town 
warrant numbers for the school 
budget on April 25.

Select Board Chairman Sue 
Bunnell opened the discussion 
by thanking everyone for com-
ing together for the meeting, ex-

pressing her main concern is go-
ing to the floor of town meeting 
with “a lack of agreement” be-
tween the three bodies “will un-
dermine the confidence that the 
community has in their leaders.”

“Having been part of this 
process for 30 years and having 
gone through six superinten-
dents--participated and engaged 
with six superintendents--it is a 
complicated process, it requires 
a lot of attention and our taxpay-
ers and voters look to these bod-
ies to set an example,” Bunnell 
said.

Finance Committee Chair 
Kevin Hanks provided an over-
view of the votes made by the 
committee in recent meetings, 
followed by an apology.

“There was a vote made. The 
initial vote for the school was 
made. There was a target to-

wards a specific area of the bud-
get and of programming in that 
budget. The subsequent week, 
we realized, as a committee, 
that was not really the right ap-
proach. We acknowledge that in 
falling short at that time to an ex-
tent,” Hanks said. “I will apolo-
gize here, again, if there was any 
target towards a specific program 
or line item, it was not the long-
term intention of the Finance 
Committee.”

Hanks said in that follow-
ing meeting, a subsequent vote 
was made to balance the gap the 
committee looked at along with 
other departments that were be-
ing finished up for the town bud-
get, which “basically gave what 
we could to try and close that 
gap.”

School Comm., Finance Comm. and Select Board discuss school budget concerns

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
School Committee Vice Chair Sean Kennedy offers his perspective 
and thoughts during the May 21 joint meeting with the School 
Committee, Finance Committee and the Select Board on the school 
budget.

REMEMBRANCE

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Jered Sasen, VFW 9397 quartermaster, accepts this year’s Memorial Day wreath 
from Hampden Garden Club President Lil Fedora on Memorial Day.

Hampden commemorates Memorial 
Day in observance ceremony

Wilbraham marks Memorial Day 
at Crane Veteran Memorial Park

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Residents read the names of heroes memorialized at Crane Veteran Memorial Park. 
The four columns have names of those who served during World War I, World War II, 
Korea and Vietnam.

Please see WILBRAHAM, page 20Please see HAMPDEN, page 4

Please see BUDGET, page 7
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We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Ferrara Consulting 
& Properties

Consulting all Matters 
of Real Estate

Art Ferrara

(413) 348-5827

Your Retirement is literally 
Right Around The Corner

• Located in Post Office 
Park, Wilbraham

• Helping clients live 
 their best financial life 

since 1965
• Accomplished, Friendly 

and Professional
• Contact us for a
 no-fee consultation

at

Securities offered through LPL Financial.  Member FINRA/SIPC.  Advisory services offered through
Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

85 Post Office Park • Suite 8524
Wilbraham, MA  01095

Phone 413-596-6992
trombleyassociates.com

Mike Trombley, Financial Advisor, Former MLB Player; 
Barbara Trombley, CPA, Financial Advisor

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - We now have answers re-
garding the mystery behind ballot question 
one’s return to the town election ballot.

To recap, on May 13, Hampden held 
its Annual Town Meeting where Article 11 
surrounding the expansion and renovation 
of the senior center was discussed, with de-
bate on both sides in support or against the 
proposal.

The article was defeated by a 62.5% 
vote after a manual vote count, with some 
demanding a recount.

It was then clarified the ballot question 
for the election would be removed.

However, on May 16, the Times, along 
with the community, learned ballot question 
one would be on the ballot after all, with a 
clarification posted to the town website later 
that day and robocalls going out on May 17 
to announce the change.

The ballot question read as follows:
“Shall the Town be allowed to exempt 

from the provisions of proposition two and 
one half, so-called, the amounts required to 
pay for the bond issued in order to expand 
the Town’s Senior Center located at 104 Al-
len Street?”

Fast forward to the town election day on 
May 20, ballot question one was then nar-
rowly defeated, with 298 voting no while 
220 voted yes, a difference of 78 votes.

So, what happened?
Town Administrator Brian Domina ex-

plained that when a project has a debt ex-
clusion, as in the case of the senior center 
expansion and renovation project, two votes 
have to be taken.

“One that’s taken at town meeting, 
which is for the appropriation for the proj-
ect, and then the second one would be ballot 
questions at an election which would ex-
empt an amount for the project from Propo-
sition Two and a half,” Domina said.

According to Mass.gov, Proposition 
Two and a half, first implemented in the 
state in 1982, “limits the amount of revenue 
a city or town may raise, or levy, from local 

property taxes each year to fund municipal 
operations.”

On the ballot question appearing on the 
ballot, Domina said how the town election 
warrant is signed at the same time as the 
town meeting warrant, so the ballot question 
was on the election warrant and the annual 
town meeting warrant.

“So, the question was going to be on the 
ballot regardless of whether the appropria-
tion passed at the Annual Town Meeting,” 
Domina said.

When the clarification was learned on 
May 16, Domina said the town council re-
searched the legal aspects and logistics, lat-
er consulting with legal council on how to 
proceed.

“So, the question was, would those re-
sults be valid when they were voted on at 
the election, and the advice that we received 
from legal council was that, yes, the results 
would be valid,” Domina said.

Domina stressed on something like this, 
it’s important that, whatever the results, “the 
process is done correctly” in the town.

“Policy decisions like this are not for 
town administrators. They’re for the voters, 
so we just want to make sure that whatev-
er the voters do the process is legal and it 
stands up,” Domina said. “We want to do the 
process right.”

Domina credits Town Clerk Eva Wise-
man, the Board of Selectmen and the town 
council for their work and diligence.

“They did get the process right,” Domi-
na said.

On what happens now with the project 
itself post-election, Domina said it’s up to 
the elected officials, the Board of Selectmen 
and the Senior Center Building Committee 
on how they want to move forward.

“So, the same requirements they had to 
meet previously are still in place, obvious-
ly. They’ll need to meet and decide how to 
move forward,” Domina said. “Again, it’s 
not my decision to make. It’s their decision 
to make.”

The Times will follow any additional 
developments, if applicable, as they become 
available.

WILBRAHAM – If one wanted to 
learn about the history of Wilbraham in 
an easy-to-understand way, they should 
attend the Old Meeting House Muse-
um talk by historian Dave Bourcier at 
2 p.m. Saturday, June 8 in the Brooks 
Room of the Wilbraham Library. The 
slideshow and talk is part of the goal of 
the museum to entertain and inform as 
overseen by the Atheneum Society of 
Wilbraham.

Following Bourcier’s presentation, 
refreshments will be served down the 
street in the museum.

The Old Meeting House Museum 
came out of hibernation in May during 
the Monson Road Hill Climb weekend 
with a refresh of exhibits and the first 
full use of its new accessible entrance 
that doesn’t look like a ramp but pro-
vides easy entrance from the parking 
lot.

The museum greeted guests with 

a redesigned gift shop restocked with 
“Wilbraham” tee shirts for townies and 
visitors alike, and an inventory of Wil-
braham history books for those who 
want to know more about the town’s 
origins.

The museum is owned by the town 
and overseen by the Atheneum Society 
with its tradition and goal to inform res-
idents, new and old, of the history of 
Wilbraham going back to the 1730s, all 
museum events, from guest lectures to 
kids’ activities like the historical Scav-
enger Hunt at the Christmas Tree Festi-
val, are free and open to the public. For 
more information about the museum or 
the Wilbraham Atheneum Society email 
president@wilbrahamatheneum.org. 
See the Old Meeting House Museum’s 
Facebook page or log on to the muse-
um’s website at www.wilbrahamathene-
um.org.

Town Election Ballot Question 1 
questions answered

Historian to speak in Brooks Room

It was brought to our attention that 
there were questions about the numbers 

r e g a r d i n g 
how many 
H a m p d e n 
r e s i d e n t s 
voted during 

the May 20 town election.
Upon further review, the 4,267 that 

was reported, actually, pertains to the 
number of eligible voters in town. The 
actual vote count was 532 voters. The 
0.125% percentage was correct. 

We apologize for the error. 

Arts and Crafts 
Fair June 8

WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham 
United Church will host an Outdoor 
Arts and Crafts Fair on Saturday June 
8 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Over 30 craft 
vendors, a bake sale, a café and oth-
er offerings will be on hand! Crafters 
offerings include children’s clothing 
and doll’s clothes, handmade hand-
bags, stained glass, greeting cards, 
sports cards, shadow boxes and con-
tainer gardens, homemade dog bis-
cuits, wreaths and jewelry.

Parking is available in the lot at 
the rear of the church. Wilbraham 
United Church is located at 500 Main 
Street in Wilbraham.

Transfer Station 
permit price 
increase

HAMPDEN - In response to in-
creased costs, the Hampden Selectmen 
voted on May 13 to increase the price of 
the Transfer Station permits. 

The increase will be starting May 20.
For Seniors over 65 the price will be 

$30 for the first permit and $15 for any 
additional permits for those residents 
meeting those criteria and car registered 
to that person or person. 

For those residents that are under 65 
the cost is $70 for the first permit and 
$35 for any additional permits for those 
residents meeting the criteria. 

Hampden Board of Health and Se-
lectmen 

Clarification on
Hampden Town Election Results

HAMPDEN – The Theatre Guild 
of Hampden will hold auditions for our 
October production of the award-win-
ning play “Driving Miss Daisy.”

The auditions take place on June 3 

and 4 at 7 p.m. at the Hampden Town 
Hall.

For more information, call Mark 
Giza at 413-204-5333. 

Theatre Guild of Hampden holding 
auditions for ‘Driving Miss Daisy’
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FIREWOOD BUNDLES $5.00
Kiln Dried Firewood and Kindling

Visit our self-serve
Wood Wagon at:

Kibbe’s Firewood
229 Somers Rd., Hampden, MA 01036
www.woodbundles.com

ALWAYS FRESH AT ALWAYS FRESH AT 

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

THE BEST FRESH 
FOR NATIONAL 

GARDENING WEEK!

Locally Grown
Asparagus!
From D.A. Smiarowski Farms ~ Sunderland, MA

Elsie’s Creamery 
The Best Homemade Ice Cream

Plant Your
Vegetable 
Garden!

Big Selection of Tomato Plants
BITE SIZE TO LARGE SLICERS
Pepper Plants ~ Sweet & Hot

 Eggplants, Cucumbers & Squashes

Beautiful Blooming Annual 

Flowering Plants
Wave Petunias, 

New Guinea Impatiens, 
Begonias, Calibrachoa, 

Shade Impatiens, 
Marigolds and MORE

For The Graduates
LONG STEM ROSE 

PRESENTATION 
BOUQUETS

JUNE IS ROSE MONTH

ROSE BUSH SALEROSE BUSH SALE

Enchanted Meadow
Pink Shrub Rose 
Cinnamon Heart
Red Shrub Rose 

Tequila Supreme
Peach Shrub Rose
Sunsprite Yellow
Florabunda Rose

DAY LILIES
Reblooming Varieties

One Gallon Pots $9.99 
(Reg Price $12.99 & $13.99) 

Ruby Stella, 
Purple D’Oro & Stella D’Oro

“PERENNIAL OF THE WEEK”

Specially Selected Varieties 
$19.99 2 & 3 Gallon Pots

Celebrate With 
Ludlow’s 250th 
Birthday Cake 

Ice Cream!

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - It was a beautiful 
day for all of Wilbraham to go outside 
and be with their friends and family in 
the community on May 11. 

Especially for the Garden Club, 
who used this day to hold their annu-
al Plant and Bake Sale at the public 
library. 

The Garden Club, which was es-
tablished in 1960, hosts the annual 
sale to help the community including 
maintaining the grounds of the library, 
the remodeling of the Brooks Room, 
taking care of the Veteran’s Park and 
various other donations throughout the 
community. 

The plants that were being sold at 
the sale were grown by the members 
of the Ladies Gardens of the Garden 
Club and the majority of the plants 
were grown in Wilbraham. Every plant 
and baked goods were donated by the 
members of the Garden Club them-
selves. 

Lisa Lafleur, a volunteer at the 
Plant and Bake Sale for nine years, 
sold baked goods inside of the Brooks 
Room, which she is extremely grateful 
for.

“Sometimes the weather wasn’t 
always good so there were issues with 
the wind or cold. This has been a good 
fit for us, having it here in the library,” 
Lafleur said. 

The Garden Club is very involved 
with the community as they help sup-
port the library as they decorate it with 
wreaths for Christmas time and main-
tain garden planters for the different 
seasons. 

All the money made from the sale 
goes to the Garden Club’s monthly 
meetings and sponsoring guest speak-
ers in relation to gardening. They also 
continue to give donations to the li-
brary. Recently, they helped donate to 
the outdoor walkway located outside of 
the library and also continue to make 
donations to the library regularly.

Along with the library, they also 
support the Wilbraham Senior Center 
and various community projects such 
as donating wreaths to the Memorial 
Day Ceremony and maintaining the 
flowers at Memorial Park. 

Lafleur wants people to know that 
“It’s a wonderful group of women, you 
can learn a lot by becoming a part of 
the club.”

Christine Scibelli, the chairperson 
for the Club’s annual plant sale, ex-
pressed her gratitude for the library for 
letting them host the garden sale this 

year on 
t h e i r 

grounds.
“We are very happy and pleased 

to be on the library grounds,” Scibelli 
said.

When asked about the garden club 
and connecting with the community, 
she stated that “The goal of the Wilbra-
ham Garden Club which was founded 
in 1960 was to beautify the town of 
Wilbraham and maintain the beauty of 
the town.” 

The library was filled with many 

colorful flowers and delicious baked 
goods that were contributed by the 
members of the Garden Club them-
selves. Everyone, either in the library 
for baked goods, or outside for flowers, 
made the environment as lively and 
beautiful as the sunny weather. 

One of the attendees, John Morse, 
greatly enjoyed his time at the sale. 

“Hats off to the Wilbraham Garden 
Club for putting this event on every 
year. It’s a wonderful event and we like 
to plant in our yard so we enjoy coming 
here,” Morse said.  

The Garden Club shows that it’s 
important to get outside and be with 
the community. Whether it is garden-
ing, baking or simply giving back, they 
encourage people to get themselves out 
there and meet new people. 

They highly encourage trying 
something new and meeting new peo-
ple in the community, something that 
their 60-year-old group has always pri-
oritized. 

And even after 1960, the Garden 
Club still remains strong, continuing to 
push their long-lasting initiative in Wil-
braham to beautify the community that 
is around them through giving back all 
throughout the year. 

Garden Club hosts Annual Plant & Bake Sale

Turley photos by Noelle Hisgen
From the left, Pat Tutty, Eileen Ziomek and Lisa Lafleur work inside of the 
Bake Sale, part of the Annual Plant & Bake Sale on May 11. 

Invested customers look at the plants for sale at the Annual Plant & Bake 
Sale. 

Some small plants are perched 
nicely under a tree outside of the 
Wilbraham Public Library.
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Maureen McGarrett Hall
 REALTOR® 

realtybymaureen@gmail.com  
413-364-4994

MA 9585138  |  Member MLS   |  Equal Opportunity Housing  |

maureen.gogallagher.com

Congratulations 
Class of 2024 

SHOUT IT from the roof top!

And if you don’t 
have a roof top, 
I will sell you a 

home with one!

the block. They were high school quarterbacks, cheer-
leaders and class clowns. Some of them were teachers, 
police, firefighters and plumbers and physicians. They 
were of every race, creed, color, they came from every 
corner of our great nation and from countries around the 
world as well. Together, they defended, protected and ad-
vanced the cause of freedom,” Sasen said.

During the ceremony, Hampden-Wilbraham Girl 
Scout troop members led the Pledge of Allegiance, the 
Minnechaug Regional High School choir sang the Na-
tional Anthem, Pastor Kwan Kim from Federated Com-
munity Church presented the invocation, Cody Erskine 
and Ella Gagliarducci of Minnechaug’s Military Com-
munity Club conducted the POW/Missing in Action 
presentation, the Memorial Day Wreath was presented 
by the garden club and the VFW Firing Detail rendered 
three volleys in salute, followed by a performance of 
“TAPS.”

Board of Selectmen Chair Don Davenport reflected 
on the history of Memorial Day, calling it “a time to re-
member, honor and celebrate the lives and legacies of the 
brave men and women who gave their lives in service to 
our country.”

“Memorial Day represents unity. It’s a day when 
Americans come together to honor the fallen and pay 
tribute to their sacrifice. It’s a day we set aside our differ-
ences and celebrate the things that unite us. Our shared 
history as a nation, our common values, our shared com-
mitment to freedom and democracy,” Davenport said.

Brigadier General Daniel Begin, a Hampden native, 
shared when he watched the parade and observance cere-
mony growing up, the American flags along Main Street 
resonating with him.

Begin said, “That vision of Main Street USA, draped 
in the flag of our country” was recalled often during his 
time serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.

“That stands as a reminder of what we are fighting 
for. What our soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines and 
Coast Guardsmen have fought for for over 200 years. To 
protect our country from those that would do us harm. 
To protect the ideals that this country is founded on: life, 
liberty, freedom, equality and the pursuit of happiness,” 
Begin said.

Begin’s message was to take a moment to remember 
and honor those who gave the ultimate sacrifice and com-
fort the families left behind.

“On this day, it is important to acknowledge the fam-
ily members that still grieve for their individual loss, be 
it a service member killed in action or still missing in ac-
tion. The mothers, fathers, husbands, wives, brothers and 
sisters whose family members went off and fought for 
their country and never returned. They have our heartfelt 
condolences,” Begin said.

Lil Fedora, the garden club’s president, said the plant 
sale’s proceeds will help beautify Hampden, stressing 
Memorial Day is more than just the barbecues and pic-
nics.

“It’s so important,” Fedora said. “When you come 
to a service on Memorial Day, you actually realize the 
importance of all our men and women that fought for 
us over the years for our freedom. I think we take it for 
granted.”

Marcy Hyde of In the Aim Floral Arrangements en-
joys the craft fair as an opportunity to connect with the 
community, selling floral arrangements, wreaths and 
signs with inspirational words.

For Hyde, remembering the fallen is something to 
keep “in consideration every day.”

“Because of them, we’re able to do this. If they didn’t 
do what they do, we wouldn’t be sitting out here doing 
what we do,” Hyde said.

Hyde’s message was this.
“We do have a lot to be thankful for,” Hyde said.

HAMPDEN from page 1

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS ....

USDA INSP. 

SALE DATES: 5/30/24-6/5/24

$249

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC ...$139 USDA INSP. FROZEN VARIETY

PACK CUT UP CHICKEN 15 LB BOX 

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
41/50 COUNT 2 LB BAG ...................

69¢
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
VIRGINIA HAM .......................$399

lb

lb
$1399

$335

$599
lb

lb

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED
PORK BUTT STRIPS .............
USDA INSP. FROZEN
SALMON FILLETS .................

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED
CHICKEN THIGHS .................. lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. 

COOK’S SMOKED HAM 
PORTIONS BUTT or SHANK ....... lb99¢

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

AMERICAN LAMB
RIB CHOPS

$999

7 LB 
BAG$366

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

$466
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND 
LONDON BROIL .............................

$999
lb

$299

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$399
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CHULETA KAN KAN 
PORK CHOPS .........................

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF PORTERHOUSE 
or T’BONE STEAKS

$899
lb

Cody Erskine and Ella Gagliarducci, members of the 
Minnechaug Regional High School Military Community 
Club, conduct the POW/Missing in Action presentation 
inside the Town House Auditorium on Memorial Day.

Pastor Kwan Kim watches as Board of Selectmen Chair 
Don Davenport shares the history of Memorial Day 
during this year’s observance ceremony. Jered Sasen, 
VFW 9397 quartermaster, looks on.

Brigadier General Daniel Begin, a Hampden native, 
reflects on sacrifice during his remarks at the Memorial 
Day Observance Ceremony in Hampden.

Karen Kielb and Nancy Willoughby pose for a photo 
during the Memorial Dat Craft Fair taking place at 
Federated Community Church in Hampden.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Marcy Hyde of In the Aim Floral Arrangements smiles 
with one of her creations during the Memorial Dat Craft 
Fair taking place at Federated Community Church in 
Hampden.

Members of the Minnechaug Regional High School 
Choir perform the National Anthem.
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE
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Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri-
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to dzbierski@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly 

correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor-
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito-
rial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu-
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hamp-
den TIMES is published ev-
ery Thursday by Turley Pub-
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho-
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos.

Editorial 
Policy

The Wilbraham-Hampden
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krivers@turley.com

ADVERTISING 
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TEAM
VIEWPOINTS

Can I claim Social 
Security and still 
work?
Dear Rusty

I will be turning 63 soon. Can I apply for So-
cial Security and continue to work? 

Would I be limited to how many hours or 
how much I could make? I know my monthly 
SS amount would be cut by 30% or somewhere 
around there, but how would working affect me? 
I was trying to read up on this, but the $1 and $2 
thing confused me. I have an offer to take a work-
at-home position and need to decide soon, but it is 
a cut in income. The cut would be okay if I could 
draw my Social Security too. 

Signed: Wanting Work at Home
 

Dear Wanting 
If you claim your Social Security to start in the 

month you turn 63, you’ll be claiming 4 years be-
fore your Full Retirement Age of 67, which means 
your monthly benefit at 63 will be about 25% less 
than it would be if you claimed SS at age 67. And 
if you are working before your FRA, you’ll be 
subject to Social Security’s “earnings test.”

 
The 2024 earnings limit for those collecting 

early Social Security benefits is $22,320 (this limit 
changes annually). If your annual earnings exceed 
the limit, Social Security will assess a penalty of 
$1 for every $2 you are over the limit. They will 
recover that penalty amount by withholding future 
benefits until they recover what you owe. 

If your work earnings are under the annual lim-
it, you will get all your monthly SS benefits. But 
if you exceed the limit, they will find that out after 
you submit your income tax return (the following 
year) and issue you an overpayment notice, telling 
you how much you owe for exceeding the limit 
last year. 

They will then withhold your benefits until 
they get back what you owe or you can repay them 
in a lump sum. To avoid the overpayment notice, 
it is best to inform Social Security in advance that 
you will exceed the annual earnings limit and they 
will simply withhold your monthly SS benefits 
during the year for enough months to avoid over-
paying you.  

So, what you should do depends largely on 
how much your earnings from your new work-at-
home position will be. If your earnings are below 
the annual limit, no penalty will be assessed. If 
you only exceed the annual limit by a little bit, 
then you can still work and earn and simply repay 
them what is owed for exceeding the limit or have 
your SS benefit temporarily withheld. 

If you only exceed the earnings limit by a lit-
tle, you’ll still get benefits for most months of the 
year. But if you significantly exceed the annual 
earnings limit, you could even be ineligible to re-
ceive SS benefits until you either earn less or reach 
your full retirement age, the earnings limit goes 
away at your FRA.  

So, what you should do depends on what “a 
cut in income” means in terms of your expected 
annual earnings amount. If your total annual earn-
ings will be under the annual limit, your SS benefit 
won’t be affected. If you only exceed the limit by 
a little bit, then you will get SS benefits for most 
months of the year. But if your annual earnings are 
significantly over each year’s annual earnings lim-
it, then you won’t get SS benefits for most months 
of the year and may even be temporarily ineligible 
to receive benefits.

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Administration or any other 
governmental entity. This article is intended for 
information purposes and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Association  To submit 
a question, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a Social Se-
curity advisor for AMAC.

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

The last few gorgeous days got us all 
outside and into our home landscape.  

Maybe you looked at this or that 
and said “Now what do I do?” Here is a col-
umn straight from the archives to best guide 
you through the next oh so fun (and busy) 
weeks in the garden.

DO remove spent blooms from spring 
flowering bulbs. Once “deadheaded” the 
bulb won’t expend energy making seeds, 
instead, it will store it and delight you with 
an even healthier stand of flowers next year.  

DO NOT cut, braid or otherwise alter 
bulb foliage. It may not be the prettiest, 
but as long as it is green, (and to some de-
gree even when it is yellowish) it is pho-
to syn thes i z -
ing, making a 
storehouse for 
next spring’s 
blooms.

DO turn un-
der your cover-
crop of winter 
rye now, a few 
weeks prior to 
planting your 
vegetable gar-
den. Plant res-
idues will have 
a chance to 
break down without stealing valuable nutri-
ents from newly transplanted seedings.  

DO NOT add fresh manure to garden 
plots as it will burn plants. Be sure to com-
post it for at least six months prior to use. 
Make your compost pile “hot” by balancing 
the amount of green and brown ingredients 
and by turning it regularly. The result is a 
near neutral weed-free source of organic 
matter.

DO prune spring flowering shrubs soon 
after blooming. Forsythia and lilac for ex-
ample, bloom on the previous season’s 
wood. By pruning once their blooming 
period is complete you will allow enough 
time for regrowth without sacrificing next 
year’s blooms.

DO NOT prune fruit trees now. Better 
to wait until the trees are dormant. You can, 
however, rid apple trees of pencil sized or 
smaller water sprouts in mid summer. Sim-
ply grab one with your hand and give it a 
quick jerk. Removing a small portion of the 
branch from which it grows will likely pre-
vent future sprouts in this area.

DO begin to harden off homegrown 
seedlings and garden-bound indoor plants 
over the course of the next few weeks. By 
gradually acclimatizing plants to the out-
doors you will likely prevent transplant 
shock and other maladies such as sunscald 
and windburn. Start off with a few hours 
outside each day, working up to all day and 

overnight. Then, as long as the threat of 
frost has passed the plants can successfully 
be planted in the ground.

DO NOT plant pepper seedlings until 
the soil has sufficiently warmed (usually by 
the first week in June). Research indicates 
that planting peppers in cold soil will stunt 
plants and reduce yields. You can warm the 
soil where peppers (and other heat lovers) 
are to grow by laying down sheets of IRT 
mulch a couple of weeks prior to planting. 
Then simply cut holes in the plastic and 
plant as normal.

DO cut asparagus with a knife just un-
der the surface of the soil. In established 
plantings you can harvest spears for about 

six weeks. 
Leave those 
that are thinner 
than a pencil. 
Although we 
wish the season 
could go on for-
ever, allowing 
foliage to form 
will only return 
energy to the 
roots, making 
for tasty shoots 
next spring!

DO NOT 
allow weeds to take over the strawber-
ry patch! Applying a mulch of shredded 
leaves, composted sawdust or pine needles 
will not only keep the weeds at bay, but it 
will feed the plants and keep developing 
berries clean at the same time!  

DO sow grass seed soon, before crab-
grass has a chance to take hold. Or better 
yet, sow seed in late August, or early Sep-
tember, when this dreaded weed is near 
done its life cycle. Water sown areas daily 
to promote timely germination.

DO NOT rototill patches of perenni-
al weeds; you are merely spreading them 
about the garden!  Better to hand weed, dig-
ging out the roots completely. After plant-
ing is complete mulch around plants to cut 
down on future weeds, conserve moisture, 
and add organic matter to the soil. When 
applying mulch around trees and shrubs 
remember to pull it back, away from the 
trunk to prevent girdling.

DO have fun in the garden this spring!  
Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 

Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 31 years 
she has held the position of staff horticul-
turist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

What to do when
and how to do it

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by
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Election letters 
to the editor 

welcome
The Wilbraham-Hampden Times 

welcomes readers to participate in this 
year’s election campaigns by writing 
letters to the editor for publication 
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 
words from local residents endorsing 
candidates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent to Wil-
braham-Hampden Times, care of Tur-
ley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or 
emailed to krivers@turley.com. Please 
include a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not 
be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for 
that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack 
letters will be printed. No letters writ-
ten by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call the 
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, 

the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, as 
well as a question-and-answer voters 
guide. In order to ensure fairness to all 
candidates, no political press releases 
will be printed, nor will reporters cover 
political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times.

Announce Your
Wedding or Engagement

Share Your Joy!

EMAIL TO: JAMIE@TURLEY.COM
BRIDAL GUIDE
800.824.6548 | www.turley.com

BridalBridal
GUIDEGUIDEYour wedding or engagement 

announcement will be included in our 
Bridal Guide, out September 30, 2024 for FREE!

Bride’s Name: ___________________________________________________

Bride’s Town Residence: __________________________________________

Groom’s Name: _________________________________________________

Groom’s Town Residence: _________________________________________

Wedding Date: __________________________________________________

Wedding Location: ______________________________________________

Be sure to include 
a high resolution, clear 

photograph for printing.

Be sure to include the following with photograph. Deadline September 4, 2024:

“It was an effort to get clos-
er--it did get us closer--albeit it 
didn’t get us there,” Hanks said.

Later, Hanks added the 
school budget represents 56% of 
the total budget and, also, 58% 
of the total budget increase.

School Committee member 
Michael Tirabassi expressed 
concern about the school district 
“rapidly entering a very finan-
cially precarious position.”

“I’m concerned about the 
financial well-being of the 
schools. I feel the pressure and 
the crux that have been going 
on, particularly the last couple 
years, are starting to have a real 
impact on delivering services to 
the students,” Tirabassi said. “I 
know we’re not looking at a huge 
dollar amount, but I feel that we 
worked very hard in putting to-
gether the best possible budget. 
I’m just disappointed that Fin-
Com didn’t agree with that.”

Finance Committee Vice 
Chair Todd Schneider shared 
there were conversations on the 
side with them and the School 
Committee’s Budget and Fi-
nance Subcommittee, including 
one on Good Friday, about a 
hit to the schools being around 
$35,000.

Schneider said at the time, 
the subcommittee said that num-
ber “would not impact a child” 
as they were making cuts to the 
number of overhead projectors, 
admin laptops and Chromebooks 
requested.

“So, that’s why we went back 
and we said, ‘Okay, if we can vote 
on that number, then we’ll co-
op,” Schneider said. “I think--and 
I don’t know because we really 
haven’t had a conversation since 
then in FinCom--I think there 
could be an appetite for tonight 
for FinCom to--we would have 
to open up three or four budgets-
-but come up with $40,000 if the 
schools can take about a $27,000 
hit, which is $3,000 less than even 
what we said on Good Friday.”

School Committee Vice Chair 
Sean Kennedy appreciated the 
Finance Committee’s work but 
expressed disappointment, feel-
ing the two committees were in 
agreement at the time on keeping 
the increase under a million dol-
lars and one-time laptop expenses 
for the town being put back in the 
budget.

Kennedy stands by the budget, 
including funding for vocational 
exploratory for ninth graders.

“We can cut whatever we have 

to cut, whether it’s projectors, 
whether it’s laptops, whether it’s 
a teaching position. I don’t want 
to do them either, because the 
School Committee doesn’t get the 
money. We don’t get paid any-
thing. It’s students that’s going to 
get affected, it’s the teachers, the 
paras, the administrators. That’s 
who are going to suffer from 
this,” Kennedy said. “And it was 
our mistake for cutting too much 
to the bone. We thought that we 
were all working together and 
that last bit was a surprise for us.”

Finance Committee member 
Joseph Lawless clarified the $1.7 
million increase to the budget, 
which equates to $1 million this 
year and $700,000 of taxpayer 
dollars, is not a budget cut.

Lawless added he understands 
the importance of education as he 
has two children in the district, 
but “we have to also look at the 
sustainability of these, of keeping 
our taxes reasonable.”

“A lot of people in town are 
very frustrated with taxes going 
up, so we have to balance budgets 
and a $1.7 million increase in the 
budget is a lot of money,” Lawless 
said.

Superintendent Dr. John Pro-
vost later clarified the actual in-
crease was better reflected in slide 
18 from the budget presentation, 
which was $1,299,219.

Provost explained the increase 
in the assessment was larger 
“mainly because there was more 
money in reserves that went into 
the budget in this current cycle” 
and there will be less money go-
ing in next time.

“So, that addi-
tional is catching up 
that gap, but it’s not 
$1.7 million. $1.3 
million would be a 
better estimate,” Pro-
vost said.

Finance Com-
mittee member Jeff 
Farnsworth said, 
“We don’t get the 
money either” and 
they deal with ev-
ery single budget 
in town, along with 
contractual obliga-
tions.

“We don’t want 
to cut anybody. We 
don’t want to cut po-
lice, we don’t want to 
cut fire,” Farnsworth 
said. “There’s a lot 
of strains that this 
group spends tire-
less amounts of time 
trying to be fair to 
everybody and main-

tain something and we’ve had 
some very serious, long discus-
sions about what’s coming down 
the road with what we’re going to 
be facing next year.”

Farnsworth added that the 
committee “looked at every single 
department, no matter how small 
they were or how large they were 
to try to hold the line as best as 
we could.”

“We understand that next year 
is going to be a difficult year. You 
have to prepare the best that you 
can for that going down the road,” 
Farnsworth said.

Bunnell then asked if “there’s 
a way we could come to a solu-
tion tonight” so there could be an 
agreement on the floor going into 
Annual Town Meeting, which 
takes place on June 3.

After Hanks reiterated the 
consensus on $40,000, Schnei-
der added the remaining gap the 
School Committee would need to 
cover would be $27,671.

School Committee member 
Sherrill Caruana expressed hopes 
in “keeping true to what we’re 
supposed to do.”

“We’re supposed to educate 
children and we found that, as 
I look over 20 years, individu-
al year after 
year, we’re not 
growing. We’re 
losing students 
every single 
year and the 
reason is what 
we offer,” Caru-
ana said. “And 
I was excited 
about this year’s 

budget more than I have been for 
several years been excited be-
cause we were going to get into 
letting students at the high school 
level, starting in ninth grade, go 
into the trades and help them with 
that. I thought that was a really 
bold move forward. We’re a little 
behind the time because a lot of 
schools are already doing it and I 
don’t see how that fits in. Maybe 
it does because whatever budget 
number we get. My fear is that’s 
cut out completely.”

After School Committee Chair 
Michal Boudreau asked if the 
School Committee could come 
to a consensus, School Commit-
tee member William Bontempi 
expressed hope in finding a reso-
lution.

Bontempi was fine with the 
amount and stressed the lanes 
of separation, highlighting the 
School Committee’s powers as 
setting district-wide policy, hiring 
the superintendent and setting the 
budget.

“I want to make sure that go-
ing forward that there is an un-
derstanding where those lines of 
separation are and that there is a 
respect for that,” Bontempi said.

As a final thought, Finance 

Committee member Mike Mazuc-
ca encouraged the School Com-
mittee to reach out to them for 
support and they will offer help.

“Let us help, so when it comes 
to the following year, we can take 
care of the students, we can take 
care of the taxpayers and we’re 
not sitting here fighting at the last 
minute on a budget,” Mazucca 
said.

The conversation concluded 
like this.

The School Committee agreed 
in a 6-1 consensus on the $40,000 
presented by the Finance Com-
mittee and, while they did not 
take an official vote during this 
joint meeting, they will hold a 
meeting to formally vote on an 
official agreement and decide 
where to pull the other funds for 
the $27,671 gap they will need to 
close.

As for the Finance Commit-
tee, they formally voted to pull 
the $40,000 previously alloted 
for stabilization to go towards in-
creasing the school budget.

The motion carried six yes, 
with one abstention.

BUDGET from page 1

School Committee member Sherill Caruana shares her 
perspective during the May 21 joint meeting with the 
School Committee, Finance Committee and the Select 
Board.

Finance Committee member Xiomar Albán DeLobato 
provides her thoughts on how to move forward.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Superintendent Dr. John Provost shares a thought as 
Finance Committee member Mike Mazucca looks on.

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Fashion 

accessory
  4. Engine 

additive
  7. Small, faint 

constellation
  8. Gives a job
 10. Self-righteous 

person
 12. Caucasian 

language
 13. Surinam toad
 14. Sino-Soviet 

block (abbr.)
 16. Former French 

coin
 17. Levels the 

score
 19. What stage 

performers do
 20. Egyptian Sun 

god
 21. Localities
 25. Spherical 

body

 26. Licensed for 
Wall Street

 27. Perfect
 29. It’s on many 

people’s heads
 30. Boxing’s GOAT
 31. Photo
 32. Popular HBO 

show
 39. Popular music 

awards show
 41. Pouch
 42. Lake in 

Botswana
 43. Unruly group
 44. One-fourth
 45. Very eager
 46. Edward __, 

author and 
writer

 48. Flying insect
 49. Dragged 

forcibly
 50. Thus far
 51. Not just “play”
 52. Commercials

CLUES DOWN
  1. Occur
  2. Show up
  3. Capital of 

Taiwan
  4. Brother or sister
  5. Secret get-

togethers
  6. Type of tea
  8. Where the action 

is
  9. Cast out
 11. Crime group
 14. Type of vessel 

(abbr.)
 15. Accept and 

handle
 18. Sacrifice hit
 19. One who 

buys and sells 
securities 
simultaneously

 20. Month
 22. Most thin
 23. Naturally 

occurring 

material
 24. Luke’s mentor 

__-Wan
 27. Postmodernist 

Austrian “House”
 28. Aquatic 

salamander
 29. Baseball stat
 31. Beginning 

military rank
 32. Talk rapidly and 

unintelligbly
 33. Paddle 
 34. Caregiver 

(abbr.)
 35. Old Irish 

alphabet
 36. Japanese city
 37. In a way, acted
 38. Things to see
 39. Nursemaid
 40. Type of tooth
 44. To be 

demonstrated
 47. Defunct 

European group

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Finance Committee 
hosted a public forum on May 21 for the 
community to hear about and ask ques-
tions about this year’s town budget.

The forum took place in the senior 
center’s event room.

Chair Kevin Hanks said for this year, 
the revenue and budget for fiscal year 
2025 comprised $47,290,728 with a 2.5% 
allowable increase to the tax levy, debt ex-
clusions for Minnechaug Regional High 
School and $500,000 in new growth.

“There are $1,918,206 in estimated 
state receipts, local and enterprise fund 
receipts make up nearly $7.5 million. 
We started the year with $2.8 million in 
free cash,” Hanks said. “What that does is 
bring the total revenue in available funds 
to $58,685,075.”

An important note Hanks added was 
on fiscal years 2024 and 2025 for the 
increased tax and new growth revenues 
available.

“That is the increase year over year 
available to Finance to be able to provide 
or fund the increases for requested bud-
gets were $1,532,351 and $1,622,317 re-
spectively,” Hanks said.

Hanks said Wilbraham is in “a strong 
financial position” and approximate-
ly $1 million under the levy limit, with 
$700,000 recommended for the Capital 
Stabilization Funds.

After he shared how part of this year’s 
town warrant includes bonding for a fire 
truck to be purchased in a few years, Vice 
Chair Todd Schneider elaborated further.

“The warrant asks us to approve the 
bond, so that gives us the ability to say 
to the vendor we can order it...we don’t 
actually have to bond for it until it gets 
delivered,” Schneider said. “But, our plan 
is to either increase stabilization up to a 
point where we can get it out of free cash 
and/or whatever use of. It all depends on 
what works coming down the road.”

For this budget year’s challenges, 
Hanks said they included heating and 
electric across all departments, facilities 
and council on aging, Memorial School 

upgrades and more.
“The library, for example, we started 

a little bit--I think it was $12,000 over the 
state-mandated mark--unfortunately, we 
had to kind of pare that back,” Hanks said. 
“The library worked with us to kind of see 
where we could make that work and then 
that’s going to be a constantly changing 
budget, as they all are.”

On anticipated impacts to fiscal year 
2026, Schneider explained the numbers 
include $365,000 in new senior center 
debt hitting the budget, $300,000 for 
roads and sidewalks, $200,000 for group 
insurance, $300,000 in stabilization funds 
to pay for the rest of the engine purchase 
or debt for the fire truck and $100,000 for 
an IT subscription.

“So, already, we know of, or we’re 
anticipating $1.265 million worth of in-
creases that we know of, and if you look 
at the first slide when we can only in-
crease $1.6, $1.7 million, that does not 
include schools,” Schneider said. “So, 
there’s going to be a lot of work for the 
budget period 2026 to try and stay under 
the $1 million levy limit and keep a bal-
anced budget.”

Bradley Gregory was happy to hear 
the town was in a strong financial posi-
tion, asking this.

“I guess I just need a little help under-
standing what that means,” Gregory said.

Schneider replied it means “we 
achieved our goal of keeping a million 
dollars under the levy limit.”

“Did everybody get what they want? 

No. Did we make sure that everybody had 
the right amount of money for electric and 
heating? Yes. So, it’s one of those things,” 
Schneider said.

Finance Committee member Joseph 
Lawless commented about residents shar-
ing their priorities, as that theme came up 
during the committee’s planning this year.

“I think it’s important for the commu-
nity to speak up about what their priorities 
are because that does help the town un-
derstand, helps the Select Board and our 
board understand about what our goals 
are for the future,” Lawless said.

Linda Dagradi agreed, adding there 
should be a survey every few years that 
could help engage residents and encour-
aging the town to be more proactive in 
engagement.

“This meeting is a good example of 
an opportunity for people, but we need to 
have that more regularly,” Dagradi said.

The forum concluded when Finance 
Committee member Mike Mazucca en-
couraged the community to attend town 
meeting.

“This is important, because in that 
three hours, that $56 million is either 
going to be spent well or it’s going to be 
sidetracked with questions. This is im-
portant, it’s going to get harder and hard-
er as time goes on,” Mazucca said. “So, 
please, three hours. Tell your neighbors. 
Tell your friends. Tell people who may 
not be your friends. Get them to town 
meeting.”

Bradley Gregory asks a question during the Finance 
Committee’s public forum on the town budget on May 21.

Select Board Clerk Marc Ducey provides his perspective 
as Select Board Chairman Sue Bunnell and Select Board 
Vice Chairman Michael Squindo look on.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Finance Committee member Xiomara Alban DeLobato 
shares her thoughts with attendees.

Finance Committee hosts public forum on town budget

WILBRAHAM -The Wilbraham Hik-
ing Club has posted seven different hikes 
for June on its pages at the TeamReach 
App. 

 • a quicker-pace guided hike on the 
“back-roads” of the Norcross Wildlife 
Sanctuary

• a challenging hike at Mt. Tom
• a different route at the Stebbins unit 

of the Conte Wildlife Refuge

• a hike at Bray Lake or Fitzgerald 
Lake

• and relaxed pace hikes in West 
Brookfield, Amherst, and South Hadley

For more information or to RSVP for 
a hike, please check the club’s pages on 
TeamReach. To join the club on Team-
Reach, use the code WHC01095. If you 
do not use apps, you can join the club by 
writing to wilbrahamhiking@gmail.com.

Wilbraham Hunting Club posts 
hikes for June

HAMPDEN - The following senior 
trips are made available through the 
Hampden Senior Center. A minimum of 
40 travelers are needed for any trip to run. 
All prices include a driver’s tip. Flyers 
are available at the senior center on Allen 
Street. Coach seat assigned as your $20 
deposit is received (unless otherwise not-
ed).

Please write a separate check to Bobbi 
for each trip; note trip name in the check 
memo.

JULY 10, Wed – Log Cabin ‘Mar-
garitaville Band” Jimmy Buffet Tribute, 
Choice of Twin Lobster OR Prime Rib; 
Self-Drive $92 per person. Full Payment 
Due June 14.

AUGUST  6, Tue – Mt. Washington 
Cog Railway, box lunch, train ride to 
summit; observatory, gift shop & restau-
rant on your own; $180 per person. Full 
Payment Due July 19.

AUGUST 26, Mon – Newport Play-

house ”Nunsense: A Musical” ; Delicious 
buffet lunch, show and cabaret; $125 per 
person. Full Payment Due Aug 7.

OCTOBER  23, Wed - Fall Foli-
age Trip – American Heritage Museum 
in Hudson, MA; Lunch at O’Connor’s 
Restaurant (menu choice on flyer) in 
Worcester; Wine Tasting @ Hardwick 
Vineyard & Winery; $135 per person. 
Full Payment Due Oct 3.

LATE NOV– Radio City Music Hall 
for Rockettes matinee Christmas Show; $ 
to be determined.

DECEMBER 11, Wed - Aqua Turf 
show “Deck the Halls Christmas” w Bud-
dy Holly & Elvis; family-style

Lunch; $131 per person. Full Payment 
Due Nov 20.

Questions/comments call 413-566-
8271 or email bobbijg2@charter.net. Fly-
ers available at the Senior Center or via 
email.

Hampden Senior Center Trips
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3 COURSE MEAL $25
EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT

2341 Boston Rd., (Rt. 20), Wilbraham, MA

413.279.2020
route20barandgrille.com

SERVING: TUES. & WED. 4-9PM
THURS.-SAT. 11:30AM-9:30PM • SUN. 10:30AM-8PM
WITH EXTENDED BAR HOURS EVERY NIGHT
RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED FOR PARTIES OF 6 OR MORE

$15 PRIME RIB 
NIGHT EVERY TUESDAY
Dine In Only • While Supplies Last

Thursday - Sunday 
11:30

LUNCH

Bar & Grille
EST. 2016

$17 STEAK N’ BREW
EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT!

x

LIVE MUSIC!
Meet up Meet up with friends with friends at Route 20!at Route 20!

Thursday 5/30
Clark Howell
Friday 5/31

Floyd Patterson
Saturday 6/1 

Brandon Goulet

HAPPY HOUR
THURSDAYS 4-7:30PM!

Specially Priced Apps & Live Music

SERVING

Ask About 
Our Customer 

Loyalty Program!

SUNDAY BRUNCH
Sundays 10:30-2:30
(Plus Our Regular Menu Until 8pm)
Featuring Our Build Your Own 
Bloody Mary & Mimosa Bar!

Watch For Our New

OUTSIDE DECK 
OPENING SOON! 1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA

413-566-8324

lacucinahampden.com
Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm & Sun. 11:30am-9pm

di Hampden House

OUR PATIO IS NOW OPEN!

BOOK YOUR NEXT FUNCTION WITH US!
Showers, Christenings, First Communions, 

Rehearsal Dinners, Weddings, etc.

See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu

LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS BAR OPEN LATE!

Weather 
Permitting

For More Information
Contact Lori Atkinson at 413-566-8324

or by email at lacucinagreenhouse@gmail.com

CALL TODAY!
413-566-8015

GIO’S LOUNGE
Beer - Wine - Spirits - Cocktails

COME DINE WITH US!
Gourmet Pizzas • Grinders
Giant Calzones • Seafood
Salads • Wings & More

Extended Hours for Lounge
Keno & Lottery Available

9 Allen St., • Hampden Mini Mall • Hampden, MA (413) 566-8015
Open 5 Days | www.giospizzeria.com

Visit Our Website to Enroll In Our
NEW CUSTOMER LOYALTY REWARDS PROGRAM!

Closed Mon. & Tues.

It’s a busy time of the 
school year, graduations, 
sports, recitals... 
Make your life easier, 
order from Gio’s for 
family dinners 
or special 
celebrations!!

LET’S GO OUT!LET’S GO OUT!
Your Local Favorite Restaurants

Advertise your restaurant, 
bar or brewery here!
email: jwalker@turley.com
call Jocelyn Walker: 283-8393
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2341 Boston Road, Suite B110, 
Wilbraham, MA 01095

Phone: (413) 279-1160
E-mail: marypcm2020@gmail.com

Place your online order here: 
https://www.creativememories.com/cm/marypajak

Scrapbook, network and share memories.
Open Tuesday-Thursday 10-4, 

Friday by appointment, Saturday workshops

LOCATED IN THE WILBRAHAM SHOPS - BOSTON ROAD • WILBRAHAM
Upcoming Workshop Events:
June 14 & 15, July 19 & 20, September 20 & 21,

October 18 & 19, November 15 & 16
All 8am-5pm. Registration required.

Join Our Creative Community!

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

Readers are encouraged to send 
in medium to high resolution 

photos for this page by e-mail to 
dzbierski@turley.com or mail to 

TIMES, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Please note that if you send 
us a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 

background. Examples:
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain.

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Hampden Fire 
Department rescues 
ducklings

The Hampden Fire Department received a call 
on May 20 for ducklings stuck in a storm drain 
in town. With assistance from Hampden Animal 
Control and the Hampden Highway Department, 
the fire department successfully rescued seven 
ducklings that were stuck in the drain.

The ducklings were then returned to their 
mother and later happily splashing along in a 
nearby pond.

Photos courtesy of Hampden Fire Department
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2341 Boston Road, Suite B110, 
Wilbraham, MA 01095

Phone: (413) 279-1160
E-mail: marypcm2020@gmail.com

Place your online order here: 
https://www.creativememories.com/cm/marypajak

Scrapbook, network and share memories.
Open Tuesday-Thursday 10-4, 

Friday by appointment, Saturday workshops

LOCATED IN THE WILBRAHAM SHOPS - BOSTON ROAD • WILBRAHAM
Upcoming Workshop Events:
June 14 & 15, July 19 & 20, September 20 & 21,

October 18 & 19, November 15 & 16
All 8am-5pm. Registration required.

Join Our Creative Community!

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Community Bulletin Board

Send us in your announcements!
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, please keep it
to less than 50 words.  Please send to krivers@turley.com

Happy 16th Birthday

Victoria Ambrose
Enjoy your day!

Love, GiGi and your Whole Family.

Matt Villamaino, president of the Friends of Wilbraham 
Seniors, and his wife, Jane, celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary with a trip to Vienna. Here’s the 
happy couple in a horse and carriage buggy in front of 
St. Stephen’s Cathedral, built in the 1500s.
Photo submitted by Matt Villamaino

Matt and Jane Villamaino 
celebrate 50 years in Italy!

Wilbraham Police
Department thanks
community
The Wilbraham Police Department expressed thanks to 
the community for their support during National Police 
Officers Memorial Day on May 15.
The annual visit took place during Police Week, which 
offers honor, remembrance and peer support, while 
allowing law enforcement, survivors and citizens to 
gather and pay homage to those who gave their lives in 
the line of duty. Tens of thousands of law enforcement 
officers from around the world also head to Washington, 
DC to participate in a number of events to honor those 
that have paid the ultimate sacrifice. Photo courtesy of 
Wilbraham Police Department

Crews from the Hampden Fire 
Department, Hampden Police 
Department and Wilbraham Fire 
Department responded to a rollover 
crash on Glendale Road on May 
22. The road was closed for a time 
between Monson Road and Ames 
Road, with one person suffering minor 
injuries and being transported to Wing 
Hospital. The road later reopened at 
10:40 a.m.  Photo courtesy of Hampden Fire 
Department

Families from Rick’s 
Place were among the 
many attendees to have 
fun and spend time 
with one another during 
the May 18 Spec Pond 
Fishing Derby. A great 
time casting a line, 
learning how to fish 
and getting trophies for 
catches of the day were 
enjoyed by all. 

Photos submitted by Betsy 
Flores

Rick’s 
Place 
families 
go fishing 
during 
Spec Pond 
Fishing 
Derby!
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                                                  50 State St. Ludlow, MA 01056 

NEW APARTMENTS FOR AGE 55+ AFFORDABLE RENTAL LOTTERY IN 
LUDLOW, MA 

 

FOR SEPTEMBER 2024 MOVE-IN 

Four 1BD 1BA w/Den affordable units will be available for households requiring an accessible 
unit, one 2BD 2BA affordable unit will be available for households requiring an accessible 
unit, one 2BD 2BA w/Den affordable unit will be available for households requiring and 
accessible unit, and one 1BD 1BA affordable unit will be available for households requiring 
hearing and visual accessibility. 

Submission of an applicaOon will not guarantee housing for occupancy. There will be a 
screening process. Once the iniOal lease up has been completed, your housing applicaOon 
loPery placement number will become your waitlist number for future occupancy. Once 
completed and signed, applicaOons will be considered for the loPery.  

AnOcipated occupancy is September 2024. For more informaOon or reasonable 
accommodaOons, call The Residences at Mill 8 at 413-308-5300, TTY/TDD: (800) 439-2370 or 
email mill8@winnco.com. 

Applica<ons will be available April 15, 2024, through June 15, 2024, at the following loca<ons: 

• The Residences at Mill 10 Leasing Office located: 68 State St Ludlow, MA 01056, Mon-Fri 
9:00AM-5:00PM 

• Hubbard Memorial Library: 24 Center St Ludlow, MA 01056, MWF 9AM-5PM, T/TH 
9AM-8PM & Sat 9AM-1PM 

• Ludlow Housing Authority: 114 Wilson St, Ludlow MA 01056, M-TH 8:30AM-12PM and M-
TH 12:30PM-4:30PM 

You may also request an applica<on by emailing mill8@winnco.com or calling 413-308-5300. 
Visit www.livemill8.com for more details. 

Informa<onal Public Mee<ngs: 

FOR SEPTEMBER 2024 MOVE-IN

Four 1BD 1BA w/Den affordable units will be available for households requiring an accessible unit, one 
2BD 2BA affordable unit will be available for households requiring an accessible unit, one 2BD 2BA w/Den 
affordable unit will be available for households requiring and accessible unit, and one 1BD 1BA affordable 
unit will be available for households requiring hearing and visual accessibility.
Submission of an application will not guarantee housing for occupancy. There will be a screening 
process. Once the initial lease up has been completed, your housing application lottery placement number 
will become your waitlist number for future occupancy. Once completed and signed, applications will be 
considered for the lottery. 

Anticipated occupancy is September 2024. For more information or reasonable accommodations, call The 
Residences at Mill 8 at 413-308-5300, TTY/TDD: (800) 439-2370 or email mill8@winnco.com.

Applications will be available April 15, 2024, through June 15, 2024, at the following locations:

• he Residences at Mill 10 Leasing Office located: 68 State St Ludlow, MA 01056, Mon-Fri 9:00AM-5:00PM
• Hubbard Memorial Library: 24 Center St Ludlow, MA 01056, MWF 9AM-5PM, T/TH 9AM-8PM & Sat 9AM-1PM
• Ludlow Housing Authority: 114 Wilson St, Ludlow MA 01056, M-TH 8:30AM-12PM and M-TH 12:30PM-4:30PM

You may also request an application by emailing mill8@winnco.com or calling 413-308-5300. Visit www.livemi-
ll8.com for more details.

Informational Public Meetings:
Residences at Mill 10 Community Room located at 68 State St Ludlow, MA 01056: Saturday, May 11, 2024, at 
10:00AM and Tuesday, May 21, 2024, at 6PM.

Housing Lottery:
Residences at Mill 10 Community Room located at 68 State St Ludlow, MA 01056: Tuesday, June 4, 2024, at 6PM. 
Applicants and the public are welcomed to attend. Applicants are not required to be present. 

Residences at Mill 10 Community Room located at 68 State St Ludlow, MA 01056: Saturday, May 
11, 2024, at 10:00AM and Tuesday, May 21, 2024, at 6PM. 

Housing Loaery: 
Residences at Mill 10 Community Room located at 68 State St Ludlow, MA 01056: Tuesday, June 
4, 2024, at 6PM. Applicants and the public are welcomed to aaend. Applicants are not required 
to be present.  

     

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - On May 12, 
local Boy, Girl and Cub Scouts 
worked together with the De-
partment of Veteran Services to 

place flags on the graves of vet-
erans to honor them for their ser-
vice to the country. 

In just an hour, the troops 
were able to come together, all 
from different age groups and 
backgrounds, to mark the graves 

of the veterans who were laid to 
rest in town cemeteries. 

Jared Sasen, who oversees 
the Veteran Services for Wilbra-
ham, reached out to each of the 
troops and asked them to honor 
the veterans by marking graves 

with clean, new American flags. 
They started in Adams Cem-

etery and together removed all 
of the old flags, repositioned the 
war markers and put new flags 
next to each veteran’s grave. 
Then they moved on to the Glen-

dale and East Wilbraham Cem-
eteries and did the exact same 
thing. 

Sasen, who organized the 
event, was very appreciative of 
the troops and all their hard work 
with the event. 

“I am proud of our 
Scout Troops for their im-
pressive display of respect 
towards those who made 
the ultimate sacrifice for 
our country, as well as our 
veterans, showcasing the 
positive impact of their 
community efforts,” Sasen 
said. 

Jen Powell, a Troop 
Leader for the Girl Scouts, 
engaged in the grave flag-
ging with her troop. She is 
one of five Girl Scout Troop 
Leaders in Wilbraham and 
her senior troop consists of 
girls in 9th and 10th grade. 

She emphasized the im-
portance of the event with 
the statement that “A Girl 
Scout has a pledge to serve 
her country.” 

With the implementa-
tion of the pledge, the Girl 
Scouts were very involved 
and dedicated in the pro-
cess of implementing the 
new, clean flags as a form 
of gratitude for the fallen. 

Powell wants her troop 
to take away from this ex-
perience one important 
piece.

“The importance of ser-
vice. Serving those who 
will never be able to thank 
them and to do it anyway 
out of respect for what 
those people gave to oth-
ers while they were alive,” 
Powell said. 

With the flagging a 
week prior to Memorial 
Day, it was important that 
the troops took time out of 
their day to acknowledge 
those who have made a sac-
rifice to their country and 
recognize that they have 
been a part of the nation for 
so long and dedicated their 
lives to the protection of 
those in the country.

For the community, 
Powell stated the impor-
tance of those who have 
made a sacrifice to Ameri-
ca. 

“We all benefit from the 
service of our military and 
we should all take a mo-
ment to thank them,” Pow-
ell said. 

Powell’s daughter, 
Charlotte, who is a Girl 
Scout in her mother’s 
troops, also added to the 
value of helping those in 
the community while being 
a part of the Grave Flag-

Boy, Girl and Cub Scout Troops place flags on Veterans’ graves

Photos courtesy of Wilbraham Veteran Services
A group photo of Boy, Girl and Cub Scout troops who took part in the flagging of 
veterans’ graves throughout Wilbraham on May 12.

Children hold American flags as they 
go grave by grave to mark them, 
honoring veterans in Wilbraham.

A mother and daughter place American flags 
at a veteran’s grave in Wilbraham.

Please see FLAGS,
page 13
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ging. 
“It was a good experience to get 

together with the younger girl Scouts 
and Boy Scouts with the veterans of 
Wilbraham who were really glad we 
were there helping. Sometimes all 
people have to do is ask for help and 

we will do it!” Powell said.
The Grave Flagging showed the 

value of giving thanks to those who 
make it possible to live safely in the 
nation. It was a way for the young 
scouts to learn about those who have 
made a sacrifice for them. 

By bringing the troops together, 
they were able to learn more about 

the veterans, their stories and the im-
portance of what they have sacrificed 
for them. 

By the inclusion of the members 
of the community, a large number 
of people were able to acknowledge 
those who have made a sacrifice to 
the nation that they live in. 

Photos courtesy of Wilbraham Veteran Services
Troop leaders and volunteers mark veterans’ graves with 
American flags in Wilbraham.

A wide shot of troop members and volunteers 
walking grave by grave to place a flag for a veteran in 
Wilbraham. 

FLAGS from page 12

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

By Alisiana Marshall
Correspondent

HAMPDEN – A happy buzz 
hummed through the senior cen-
ter on May 16 to enjoy a provided 
lunch followed by a presentation 
and good old-fashioned bingo 
hosted by the fire department. 

“We are here doing senior 
safe fire prevention,” explained 
Lt. Nick Bertrand. “We’re going 
over some at-home safety tips 
such as cooking and electrical 
concerns. The biggest safety tip 
would be not leaving cooking 
stuff unattended. Always have an 
eye on the stove. If you do have 
a stove fire, cover it with a lid, 
just making sure you are atten-
tive while cooking.” 

In terms of prizes for the win-
ners of the few rousing rounds of 
bingo? The fire department had 
safety at the top of their mind.

“We have some oven mitts to 
give away to prevent burns while 
cooking. We also have a few fire 
blankets just in case you have 
a fire in your home so you can 
smother it,” Bertrand said.

Taking the lead on the pre-
sentation, Deputy Chief Patrick 
Farrow stressed to attendees that 
the local fire department is there 
to help. 

“We’re all trained in different 
aspects and disciplines and often 
when you call us we can come 
out. There is no charge for you 
to call the fire department, we 
are happy to come out, even if it 
is three in the morning and two 
feet of snow. We do it and we 
love doing that,” Farrow said. “If 
you need any assistance getting 
up from the ground or someone 
needs assistance getting out of a 
car, these are all things that we 
do and enjoy doing. Our roster 

is about 25 men and women and 
we thoroughly enjoy coming out 
and helping our residents and 
guests of the community.” 

Farrow also addressed prima-
ry concerns around circuit break-
ers and extension cords.

“When it comes to your 
circuit breakers and extension 
cords, be very careful. When 
you go home tonight take a look 
at them. Make sure they’re not 
overloaded. Make sure you don’t 
have an extension cord, plugged 
into an extension cord, plugged 
into an extension cord,” Farrow 
said. “We see this a lot around 
the holidays, but it’s something 
that you should take a quick sec-
ond to look at and assess how 
much power you’re running out 
of those circuit breakers because 
those can cause fires.” 

Farrow then introduced a new 
big fire safety concern around 

lithium batteries. 
“A lot of our tablets and tools 

nowadays are being run by lith-
ium batteries. They work and 
they charge well, as long as you 
are following the manufacturer’s 
recommendations and you’re 
charging appropriately,” Farrow 
said. “Where we’re starting to 
get a little bit of data, as this is 
new, is when we’re using the off-
brand chargers what happens is 
that the battery pack will over-
heat and it will explode and start 
a fire. It’s new to the fire service, 
but there’s a large increase in 
incidents with these lithium bat-
teries.” 

Smoke and carbon monoxide 
detectors were also a big point of 
emphasis. 

“There has been a large in-
crease in fatal fire deaths found 
with non-working smoke detec-
tors,” Farrow said. “When those 

smoke detectors go off, you’re 
going to hear them and know 
that something is going on. That 
is buying you time to get out of 
your house. We had a structure 
two months ago and working 
smoke detectors saved three peo-
ple in this town. Responding to 
that fire and the information we 
were given, I had a pit in my 
stomach thinking that it was go-
ing to be a not-so-good outcome. 
We learned afterward through 
our investigation that working 
smoke detectors alerted that 
family to get out of the house.” 

If you are a senior in Hamp-
den who needs your smoke or 
carbon monoxide detectors re-
placed, please contact the fire 
department at 413-566-3314 
or Fire@HampdenMA.gov. or 
check out 

Hampden Fire Department 
on Facebook.

Fire Department hosts bingo, talks fire safety to seniors

From the left, Firefighter Joseph Borowiec, Lieutenant 
Nick Bertrand and Deputy Chief Patrick Farrow hold the 
celebratory cake donated by Vantage Care.

The Hampden Senior Center fed community members 
steak and cheese sandwiches before the fire 
department presentation.

Turley photos by Alisiana Marshall
A Hampden Senior Center member marks her bingo 
card.

Turley photos by Alisiana Marshall
A community member wins a pair of oven mittens to 
prevent burn injuries while cooking.

Deputy Fire Chief Patrick Farrow gives a fire safety 
presentation before hosting the bingo game.

Diane Marino, activities coordinator at the Hampden 
Senior Center, helps hand out slices of cake to 
appreciative seniors.
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TOWN OF HAMPDEN 
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING
In  acco rdance  wi th 

the  p rov i s ions  o f  t he 
Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act, (MGL CH 
131, S 40), it’s implementing 
regulations (310 CMP 10.00) 
and the Town of Hampden’s 
Wetlands Protection Bylaws, 
the Hampden Conservation 
Commission will hold a pub-
lic hearing on Wednesday, 
June 5, 2024 at 6 PM at 
the Town House, 625 Main 
Street,  Hampden, for a 
Request for Determination 
of Applicability, (RDA), sub-
mitted by Shawn Sullivan for 
the repair of failing retain-
ing walls in close proximi-
ty to the Scantic River, 23 
Walnut Road, Hampden. 
Additional information relat-
ing to this request is on file in 
the Conservation Commission 
office and available for review 
by the public by contacting 
the Commission. Anyone 
interested in or wishing to 
be heard on the request may 
appear at the time and place 
designated.

On Behalf of the 
Conservation Commission,

Judy McKinley-Brewer, 
Ted Zebert, 

co-chairs
05/30/2024 

TOWN OF HAMPDEN 
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING
In  acco rdance  wi th 

the  p rov i s ions  o f  t he 
Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act, (MGL CH 
131, S 40), it’s implementing 
regulations (310 CMP 10.00) 
and the Town of Hampden’s 
Wetlands Protection Bylaws, 
the Hampden Conservation 
Commission will hold a pub-
lic hearing on Wednesday, 
June 5, 2024 at 6 PM at 
the Town House, 625 Main 
Street, Hampden, for a Notice 
of Intent, (NOI), submit-
ted by Al Joyce of Bedrock 
Financial, LLC for the con-
struction of a single-family 
home on assessor’s parcel 
22-40-1, also known as lot 
374A Wilbraham Road, 
Hampden. Additional infor-
mation relating to this request 
is on file in the Conservation 
Commission office and 
available for review by the 
public by contacting the 
Commission. Anyone inter-
ested in or wishing to be 
heard on the request may 
appear at the time and place 
designated.

On Behalf of the 
Conservation Commission,

Judy McKinley-Brewer, 
Ted Zebert, 

co-chairs
05/30/2024 

WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD
The Wilbraham Planning 

Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, 
June 12, 2024, at 5:45 PM 
in the Town Office Building, 
240 Springfield Street, on 
the application of Daniel 
Fernandes for site plan 
approval as required under 
Sections 3.4.1.4 and 13.5 
of the Wilbraham Zoning 
By-Law to allow construc-
tion of a 30 foot by 45 foot 
farm stand on a portion of the 
property owned by Charles 
L Merrick Trust located at 
651 Main Street as shown 
on information on file in the 
Planning Office and posted 
for public viewing on the 
Planning Board page of the 
Town of Wilbraham web-
site at www.wilbraham-ma.
gov/123/Planning-Board. 
Both in person and virtu-
al participation are avail-
able. To participate virtu-
ally go to https://meet.goto.
com/244871717 or call 866-
899-4679 (Access Code: 244-
871-717).

John McCloskey
Chair

05/23, 05/30/2024 

Town of Hampden
Notice of Public Hearing

The Hampden Planning 
Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, 
June 12, 2024 at 6:30 PM 
in the Town House, 625 Main 
Street, Hampden, MA on 
the application of Raymond 
Kuselias to amend or modi-
fy a Special Permit Decision 
dated September 27, 2023 
under Section 7.2.4 of the 
Hampden Zoning Bylaw for a 
Substandard Frontage Lot on 
property owned by the appli-
cant on Burleigh Road, Parcel 
28-029-000 Information relat-
ed to this application is on file 
in the Town Clerk’s Office 
and is available for review by 
the public during normal busi-
ness hours. 

For the Board, 
Madison Pixley, Chair, 

Hampden Planning Board
05/23, 5/30/2024 

PUBLIC NOTICES

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD – State 
Auditor Diana DiZoglio has one 
wish for her birthday on June 5, and 
that’s to gain the 13,000 signatures 
needed to get a question on the No-
vember ballot. 

This ballot question would allow 
voters to compel the Legislature to 
be audited. The audit would be per-
formative, and also look at how tax 
dollars are being spent.

“This is the same type of audit 
we do for every other entity,” DiZo-
glio said. “Legislature is the only 
one refusing.”

Last fall, over 75,000 residents 
across the commonwealth signed a 
petition after DiZoglio’s request to 
audit the Senate and the House of 
Representatives was denied by the 
House Speaker and Senate President. 

DiZoglio and her office staff have 
been traveling to towns and cities, 
asking for help to collect the neces-
sary signatures before the deadline, 
making a stop in West Brookfield on 
May 5.

DiZoglio said she has a “deep 
love and affection” for policy mak-
ing and transparency in the Legis-
lature, after spending six years as a 
state representative and four years as 
a state senator before taking her cur-
rent office in 2023. 

“We do so many great things here 
in Massachusetts,” DiZoglio said. 

Despite this, the commonwealth 
is ranked one of the least transparent 
state governments, she said. 

“As your state auditor I’ve been 
given the really unique opportunity 
to have a platform; a singular voice,” 

she said. “We need trans-
parency. There are a lot of 
tough conversations that 
need to be had.”

DiZoglio said she has 
been reflecting on the 
saying, “knowledge is 
power,” and she feels that 
this applies to a legislative 
audit, and how its results 
will spread knowledge 
and power back to the vot-
ers. 

“I’ve seen knowledge 
hoarded, essentially, by peo-
ple in power,” she said. “If we have 
knowledge about state budget and 
government, we have an opportuni-
ty to join in – to rise against or sup-
port.” 

DiZoglio said her office works to 
“bring light” to over 200 state enti-
ties. She is it is common practice in 
many other states to audit the Legis-
lature regularly as well.

“The decisions that impact us all 
should be made in the light of say,” 
she said. 

DiZoglio said no system is per-
fect, but that the government should 
strive to be better. 

“Our goal and our mission is to 
help,” she said of the State Auditor’s 
office. “To make sure everyday peo-
ple get the best services.”

DiZoglio said the government 
cannot improve its service to con-
stituents if potential problems can’t 
be identified and addressed. She said 
it’s “deeply concerning” that her of-
fice’s efforts to get access to the Leg-
islature have been demonized and 
talked down about. 

“It doesn’t say a lot of good 
things about how our system is run-
ning. What is there to hide?” she 

said. 
DiZoglio said there 

have been 113 audits of 
the Legislature completed 
by her office dating back 
to 1849. Now, they are 
unable to get access to in-
formation about public tax 
dollars, she said.

DiZoglio said the audit 
is a nonpartisan issue, and 
it’s more about those who 

have power and those who 
do not. 

“Leadership has a lot of 
power,” she said.

Retaliation is also a common 
occurrence is the Legislature, DiZo-
glio said, adding that this behavior is 
“unacceptable.”

She said retaliation directed at 
herself personally is missing the 
mark, and coming back on the voters 
who elected her. 

“This is something that need to be 
talked about over and over again…
This is not the Massachusetts we 
know and love,” she said. 

DiZoglio urged residents to “have 
a seat at the table” before decisions 
are made in the Legislature, asking 
them to help gather the remaining 
signatures for the ballot question be-
fore the June 5 deadline. 

“You have the power to make 
change, I cannot do this without 
you,” she said. 

For more information about the 
audit or to sign the State Auditor’s 
petition, visit dianaforma.com. For 
more information about the State 
Auditor’s office and its role in state 
government, visit www.mass.gov/
org/office-of-the-state-auditor. 

State Auditor seeks
signatures for ballot question

DENVER, CO. - Jered Sasen 
of Town of Wilbraham, Massachu-
setts, was reelected May 15, 2024 
to the Executive Board of the Na-
tional Association of County Veter-
ans Service Officers (NACVSO) at 
their Annual Training Conference.

Sasen assists veterans and their 
families from across the area by ad-
vocating for veterans to obtain the 
benefits and services they deserve. 
As a member of the E-Board, he 
will serve in the governing body of 
NACVSO, which oversees multiple 
lines of service and the overall op-
erations of the 30-year-old organi-
zation.

In addition to his reelection, 
Sasen was recognized for his work 
with NACVSO by receiving the 
President’s Award during the orga-
nization’s Annual Banquet.

“I am beyond excited and hon-
ored to continue working with the 
executive board of this incredible 
organization,” said Sasen. “Looking 
ahead, I’m looking forward to help-
ing with the expansion of many of 
our programs. The future is looking 
bright!”

Along with serving veterans and 
their families, Sasen is a veteran 
himself, having served in the Unit-
ed States Navy from 2006 to 2016.

​​Since 1989, NACVSO has advo-
cated for government policies that 
serve veterans and supported the 
nation’s approximately 2,200 coun-
ty veterans service officers. CVSOs 
are local government employees re-
sponsible for helping veterans and 
their families in their communities 
access their benefits. CVSOs can 

help advocate for veterans and their 
families with the VA, connect them 
to state and local resources and 
identify gaps in policies that serve 
the veterans in their communities. 

In addition to the elections, the 
event was marked by two histor-
ic events for the organization: the 
first was the NACVSO-VA Claims 
Clinic wherein all week, Denver-ar-
ea veterans were able to meet with 
Veteran Service Officers, receive 
help filing claims for VA benefits, 
complete claims-related exams, and 
some received decisions right on 
site.

The second historic event was 
hosting the US Court Appeals for 
Veterans Claims, which allowed 
attendees to witness a live hearing 
before the court - a first for NACV-
SO and for the Court in front of a 

Veteran Service Organization.
Other speakers included VA Un-

der Secretary for Benefits, Joshua 
Jacobs, who commended NACVSO 
for their dedication to veterans and 
partnership with VA, acknowledg-
ing the NACVSO-VA Claims Clin-
ic as a milestone in their continued 
partnership.

“The foresight to utilize the 
collective knowledge and experi-
ence of this conference’s attendees 
to improve the lives of Colorado 
Veterans, Families, Caregivers and 
Survivors is truly astonishing,” said 
Jacobs. “When I heard you were 
putting on this clinic, I knew if 
there was an organization that could 
pull it off, it was you-- NACVSO.”

Town of Wilbraham Veterans Director 
Reelected to Executive Board of National 
Veterans Advocacy Group

State Auditor 
Diana DiZoglio

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices
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SPORTS
Falcons beat 
Ludlow in 
semis, fall in 
finals

WILBRAHAM – The Minnechaug Regional High 
School girls tennis team was edged 3-2 by Longmeadow 
in the Western Mass. Class A Tournament finals last Fri-
day afternoon. The Falcons defeated Ludlow in the semi-
finals 5-0 before reaching the finals held at Longmeadow. 
Two of Minnechaug’s singles competitors, Norah Dum-
ala and Ellie Gaudreau were winners in their matches. 
But Longmeadow prevailed in the other singles match 
and both doubles matches. The Falcons will face Ludlow 
again to open the state tournament. 

Falcons beat
Brownies to advance 
to WMass finals

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WILBRAHAM—When Mike Delia and Joe 
Heney were teammates on the Springfield College 
men’s lacrosse team 15 years ago, they always talk-
ed about coaching against each other someday. 

That has taken place twice so far this spring.
During a span of eight days, Delia guided the 

Minnechaug boys’ lacrosse team to a pair of victo-
ries over Agawam, which is coached by Heney.    

The second meeting of the 2024 campaign be-
tween the two high schools took place in the West-
ern Mass. Class A semifinals.

The second-seeded Falcons scored the final four 
goals of the match enroute to a 7-3 home victory 
over the third-seeded Brownies, last Friday after-
noon. 

“We just made a couple of halftime adjustments, 
which worked out in our favor,” said Delia, who’s 
wrapping up his second season as the Falcons varsi-
ty coach. “I’m proud of the way my guys played in 
today’s game, especially after we just played Aga-
wam eight days ago.” 

Delia and Henry were both Physical Education 
majors at Springfield College.

“Joe and I have coached a summer league la-
crosse team together in Connecticut during the past 
couple of years,” Delia said. “It has been a lot of 

Hannah Prechocki underhands the ball to the pitcher.Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande
Veronica Ouimet rounds third.

Tough finish to season leaves Falcons on bubble
WILBRAHAM – In order for the 

Minnechaug Regional High School 
softball team to reach the Division 

2 State Tournament, the Falcons 
will need to finish in the top 32. The 
Falcons finished with a 7-12 record, 

leaving them below .500 and need-

Please see SOFTBALL, page 16Please see FALCONS, page 16

The Minnechaug girls tennis team lines up.	  Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Ellie Gaudreau lunges for a return hit.Mary Woytowicz goes low to get a hit. Rose Caltabiano keeps playing going with a return hit.
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

Amy Dunklee slides into third.

Alexa Sherman fires to first.

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande
Abby Peyman send a pitch to the plate.

ing to be in that top 32 to get in. Minnechaug was ranked 
No. 31 heading into last Friday. The Falcons would like-
ly have a preliminary round game if they do qualify for 
the tournament, which is set to begin late this week. 

fun coaching against him for the first time. We do have 
a ton of respect for each other. We’re planning to play 
each other again next year.”

Heney, who has been coaching the Brownies for the 
past ten years, gave his thoughts about coaching against 
his college teammate for the first time.

“Mike and I played on the same college lacrosse 
team together and now we’re coaching against each 
other,” Heney said. “I was very excited when he was 
named as the head coach here.”        

Agawam assistant coach Eric Balslov was also 
teammates with Heney and Delia at Springfield Col-
lege. 

Minnechaug (10-8) was scheduled to face top-seed-
ed Westfield in the Class A finals at West Springfield 
High School on Tuesday night. The Falcons have lost 
to Longmeadow in the Western Mass. finals the past 
two seasons.

The Brownies had a 9-7 overall record following the 
semifinal loss.

“We tried to do some different things in today’s 
game, but they didn’t work out for us,” Heney said. 
“We just had too many turnovers and Minnechaug took 
advantage of them.”  

The Falcons also de-
feated the Brownies, 5-2, at 
Harmon A. Smith Field in 
Agawam on May 16.

Following the semifinal 
victory, Delia gave junior 
Matt Beaudin the Grind 
Bucket.

“We normally give a 
player the Grind Bucket 
following a win,” Delia 
said. “Matt didn’t have a 
ton of points in today’s 
game, but he did almost 
everything else on the field 
very well.”   

Another candidate for 
the Grind Bucket in the 
Falcons semifinal victory 
against the Brownies was 
senior Jackson Derosia, 
who recorded a hat-trick 
and added an assist.

Derosia is planning to 
play lacrosse at Lake Forest 
College, which is located 

near Chicago, Illinois.
 “I’ve been a member of this team for the past four 

years,” Derosia said. “This was probably my final game 
on this field, and it just feels amazing to score a hat-
trick. I’m also looking forward to playing lacrosse at 
Lake Forest College. It’s going to be a brand-new ex-
perience for me.”    

Sean Murphy, who’s another senior listed on the 
Minnechaug roster, will be playing lacrosse at Bentley 
University. 

The Falcons other two seniors are Derek Semanie, 
who’ll be playing lacrosse at the University of New En-
gland, and Nicholas Patrakis, who’ll be playing foot-
ball at Sacred Heart University in the fall.

“It’s always great to see your seniors play a sport 
in college,” Delia said. “Those guys work very hard 
during the season and in the offseason.”    

The Falcons starting goalie Zach Kozub, who’s a 
sophomore, was credited with a total of 13 saves. 

Down at the other end of the field, Agawam sopho-
more goalie Jordin Agosto made 16 saves.   

Derosia scored his first goal 2:02 into the opening 
period, which was unassisted.

Agawam senior Nicholas Ugolini scored the equal-
izer a little more than two minutes later following a 
high shot into the cage, which was also unassisted. 

The other Agawam seniors are Gavin Moreau, 
Hayden Dupre, Brandon Bourgeois, Nathan Corriveau, 
and Peter DiBella.

The score was still tied entering the second period 
when a goal by sophomore Jaden Holloway with 11:12 
remaining in the first half gave the Brownies a 2-1 ad-
vantage. Sophomore Brayden Federico was credited 
with the assist.

With 56.5 seconds remaining in the second period, 
junior Thomas O’Toole netted the tying goal for the 
home team.

Derosia scored his second goal less than a minute 
into the third period. The duo of junior Matt Noonan 
and O’Toole were credited with the assist.

The Brownies tied the score for the final time fol-
lowing a goal by Dupre with 8:15 remaining in the third 
period.

Noonan scored the go-ahead goal. He then assisted 
on a goal scored by Beaudin, as the Falcons entered the 
final twelve minutes of the contest with a 5-3 lead.

Minnechaug’s final two goals were scored by Dero-
sia and Noonan in the fourth period. 

The two teams could face each other for the third 
time this spring during the Division 2 state tournament, 
which begins this week.

SOFTBALL from page 15

FALCONS from page 15

Doiron dominant in 
Granite homecoming

CLAREMONT, N.H. - The last time the Granite 
State Pro Stock Series raced at Claremont Motor-
sports Park, Joey Doiron turned in a dominant perfor-
mance to take home the big winner’s purse.

And neither a year away from the tricky third-mile 
nor a different car could keep the two-time GSPSS 
champion from the winner’s circle.

Doiron led every lap of Sunday night’s Key Auto 
Group 125, earning his seventh career GSPSS win 
and a $5,000 check.

The veteran racer from Berwick, Maine, was 
quick all night, turning the fastest lap in time trials 
and handily winning his qualifying heat. Former se-
ries regular Jeremy Sorel lined up alongside Doiron 
after his own heat win, but Doiron jumped out to an 
early lead as Sorel faced challenges from Casey Call 
and Cory Casagrande.

Call and Casagrande settled into second and third, 
and as the field stretched out over a long green-flag 
run, the three leaders drew closer together, setting up 
a thrilling battle for the closing laps.

Contact between Alex Quarterley and Ryan Green 
brought out the race’s second caution on lap 77, 
though, and as the yellow flag waved, Call made a 
beeline for the pits with a flat tire. Casagrande, still 
searching for his first GSPSS win, lined up alongside 
Doiron for the restart, but Doiron slipped away with 
the advantage.

Once again, Casagrande reeled in Doiron, closing 
the gap as the laps wound down. But he could not 
catch Doiron to make a move, and the veteran racer 
held on for his third career win at Claremont.

“I don’t know how much [Casagrande] had left,” 
Doiron said after the race. “But if that was all he had, 
I had a little bit more in the tank.”

Doiron joins Gabe Brown and Ray Christian III 
as drivers who have scored consecutive GSPSS wins 
at Claremont. Doiron’s third win also ties him with 
Brown, Christian and D.J. Shaw for the most series 
wins at the track.

Casagrande matched his GSPSS career best with 
his runner-up performance. Outside polesitter Sorel 
matched his own career best in third. Call drove 
back from his flat tire to place fourth, while Sorel’s 
teammate and crew chief, Quarterley, was fifth in his 
GSPSS debut.

With top-five finishes in the first two races of 
2024, Casey Call unofficially leads the point stand-
ings headed to the series’ next race, a stop at Speed-
way 95 in Maine on June 16.

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Wilbraham-Hampden Times
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14 FOOT STEP LADDER; radial 
arm table saw; hydraulic conduit bend-
ers; portable grinders 7” and 12”; wire 
puller; assorted knock out punches. 
413-658-8535, 413-967-5065.

VARI KENNELS, 32Lx22Wx23H, 
$75 each. Pasture gate, 9x4, $50; 
saddle racks, folding $30 each; kennel 
fencing panels, call for more info/sizes. 
508-867-9734. 

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
BUNDLES - KILN DRIED 

FIREWOOD
Only $5 per bundle!  Pick up at 

Kibbe’s Firewood
229 Somers Rd.,

Hampden, MA 01036.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00

Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for 

outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE
Round, Wrapped Hay Bales, 
Worthington, MA.  Call  (413)478-
0178.

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware, 
advertising, motorcycles, clothing.  Call 
Ken (413) 433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND

 OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games, 
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

FIELDSTONE WALLS WANT-
ED to buy. Looking to purchase 
large quantities of old stone walls. 
Please call R.E. Barnes Fieldstone 
(978)807-0746

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

NAWROCKI HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Kitchens, bathrooms, replacement 
windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237-
2250 Mark

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation

Hedge trimming, pruning, and 
mulching

Now scheduling spring cleanup
For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Time to till 
gardens, flower beds wherever. Be 
safe grow your own. Call Bob  413-
626-1927.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

KEEP IT PAINTING – Klems ex-
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex-
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217

PAVING
STANLEY AND SONS PAVING. 
Driveways, parking lots, roadways, 
third generation of quality. Fully in-
sured, free estimates, senior discount, 
BBB accredited. Call Rich 413-246-
7999.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413) 
478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave 413-668-
6560 day/night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

WANTED SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Retro World
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JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

ASPHALT PAVING AND 
MAINTENANCE INC OF 

MONSON, MA IS HIRING!! 

Office manager * Construction Payroll.
Highly organized *Detail Oriented 

*Multitasking 
*Excellent Communication 

& Problem Solving .
Quickbooks/Excel/Outlook/Paychex 

Full benefits,Send resume with 
Salary Requirements to 

info@apmipaving.com

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

CLEANING SERVICE WANT-
ED - Town of Huntington is seeking 
quotations to clean 3 town buildings.  
Interested parties may submit quo-
tations for the individual buildings, or 
as a group.  Quotations are due by 
3:00 p.m. on June 13.  Specifications 
are available at www.huntingtonma.
us or by emailing admin@hunting-
tonma.us.  Mail proposals to Se-
lectboard Office, PO Box 430, 
Huntington, MA 01050 or email to 
admin@huntingtonma.us.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

MA LICENSED ELECTRICIAN. 
Full or part-time position available at 
established local electrical service 
company. Competitive pay & benefits. 
Call 978-852-8562.

Oakham Highway Dept. is hiring a 
FULL-TIME EQUIPMENT

 OPERATOR / 
MECHANIC / LABORER.

Applicants must have a valid Mas-
sachusetts Driver’s License Class B 
(CDL) with DOT Medical Examination 
Certification and a Hoisting Engineer 
License Class 4A, 2G with DOT Med-
ical Examination Certification.  Hourly 
rate of $24.72. For a full job description 
visit www.oakham-ma.gov. Interested 
applicants should submit their resume 
and an employment application to 
Town of Oakham Attn: Maribel 
LaRange 2 Coldbrook Road, 
Oakham Ma. 01068 or email it to 
admin@oakham-ma.gov

The Town of Huntington is 
seeking a  TOWN CLERK. 

This is a salaried position for approx-
imately 18 hours per week.  Applica-
tion and complete job description are 
available online at www.hunting-
tonma.us or by emailing admin@
huntingtonma.us.  Applications are 
due by June 13, 2024.  

Town of Huntington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

LAND FOR SALE
LOT 100A FOR SALE. Holland 
Reservoir, small surveyed ROW wa-
terfront lot with dock and boat ramp. 
508-868-6157.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED REAL ESTATE

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The community gath-
ered at Spec Pond from 9 a.m. to Noon on 
May 18 to take part in the 9th Annual Spec 
Pond Fishing Derby.

The event was presented by The Friends 
of Recreation, the Parks and Rec Depart-
ment and the Massachusetts Department of 
Fisheries and Wildlife.

The main sponsor was Westfield Bank 
while supporting sponsors were Rice’s Fruit 
Farm, Dick’s Sporting Goods, Country 
Bank, Secure Energy and Rooney Insurance 
& Financial.

Throughout the derby, attendees had fun 
fishing while enjoying free coffee, water 
and donuts from Rice’s, raffle prizes from 
American National and the Massachusetts 
Department of Fisheries and Wildlife pro-
viding bait and fishing instructions.

The biggest fish that was caught was a 
rainbow trout measuring 14.5 inches, with 
another close contender measuring 13 3/8 
inches.

At one point, an attendee also caught a 
frog.

Mark Manolakis, president of the 
Friends, was elated with the turnout, shar-
ing they get children from ages two and up, 
parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles and 
a family from Baltimore, MD, that attends 
every year.

“It’s just 
great to be 
able to throw 
an event that 
gets full fam-
ilies together 
and some-
thing that 
anyone can 
do,” Mano-
lakis said.

M a n o -
lakis ex-
plained the 
Friends has 
been around 
since 1990 
and works 
with Parks and Recreation to help with 
goals and building up program facilities.

“A lot of our investment over the years 
has gone into the Spec Pond complex. We 
have a few things coming up this year in 
building out the pickleball courts and redo-
ing much of Pinney Pavilion,” Manolakis 
said.

Manolakis added Pinney Pavilion is 
named after Brad Pinney, a former member 
who was also a firefighter and instrumental 
in the redesign of Spec Pond.

“So, we always try to keep it in the best 
shape we can for his memory,” Manolakis 
said.

Jim Lagacy, aquatic resource education 
coordinator for MassWildlife, shared the 

organization offers edu-
cation during the derby 
and they go all over the 
state providing learn-to-
fish events.

Lagacy said the an-
gler education program 
has been around for 
over 30 years and intro-
duces people to fishing, with over 100 
programs throughout the state every 
year.

“We want people to realize how 
wonderful it is to be outside, away 
from the devices and just get connected 
with the outdoors and fishing is an easy 
way to do it,” Lagacy said.

Lagacy was thrilled with the turn-
out, emphasizing the importance of 
partnering together with town munic-
ipalities to hold community events like 
this.

“Partnering is huge and all of our 
events have partners. It’s wonderful for 
the community to see so many differ-
ent partners involved. We have state 

partners, federal partners, municipal part-
ners, private partners to run these events and 
it’s just lovely to see,” Lagacy said.

For Betsy Flores, program manager at 
Rick’s Place, the event is not only an op-
portunity to learn how to fish herself, but 
provides an outlet for community for the 
children and families supported by the non-
profit.

Flores explained how when program-
ming ends during the summer, families are 
still looking for grief support.

“So, this was really fun for them to just 
come and talk and get to know each other 
in different ways. We had all moms come 
together to support their children and we 
know that fishing, sometimes, is seen as a 

father-child sport a lot of the time, so that 
can be challenging,” Flores said. “So, hav-
ing all of our moms here with their kids 
showing up and giving them this opportu-
nity was just really wonderful and I think 
really great for the kids.”

Flores was grateful to the town for the 
event.

“It’s this safe family-friendly event 
where people can come together and find 
new hobbies, find new things that they can 
do with their kids. The fact that it’s open to 
all, so people that are skilled, people who 
have never fished before, they make it really 
inclusive and I think that’s really import-
ant,” Flores said.

Manolakis wants the community to 
know they are focused on keeping Spec 
Pond beautiful and hope to expand on Me-
morial School, as a third of Parks and Rec 
programming takes place there.

The Friends, also, are always looking for 
new members.

“We’re always looking for new people 
to bring new ideas into the fray,” Manolakis 
said.

Flores thanked the organizers for the 
event.

“Thank you so much just for welcom-
ing everyone here and for putting this on. 
We had a great time and we’ll definitely be 
back!” Flores said.

To learn more about the Friends, 
visit www.wilbraham-ma.gov/364/
Friends-of-Recreation.

Community casts a line during 9th Annual Spec Pond Fishing Derby

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Owen and Mark Benninger pose with their catch of the 
day during the Spec Pond Fishing Derby on May 18.

From the left, Don Vacon, Jim Lagacy and Gerry 
Wroblewski from the Massachusetts Department of 
Fisheries and Wildlife pose for a group photo.

Isabella and her mom, Mary Yacovone, pose with a 
miniature fishing trophy and their fish during the Spec 
Pond Fishing Derby.

Jim Lagacy, aquatic resource education coordinator for 
MassWildlife, talks with a family about their fish at the 
Massachusetts Department of Fisheries and Wildlife 
tent. 

A group shot of attendees fishing during the 9th Annual 
Spec Pond Fishing Derby at Spec Pond in Wilbraham. 

Emery Maloni smiles with 
her trophy after winning this 
year’s Spec Pond Fishing Derby. 
Maloni caught a rainbow trout 
measuring 14.5 inches and also 
won a Dick’s Sporting Goods 
giftcard. 
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Let's GardenLet's GardenLet's Garden

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM–8PM

Everything You Need
For Spring Planting

• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957

IT'S MULCH SEASON! 
We Offer A Variety of Mulch & Top Soil.

CALL 
595-4096

Get Get Growing!Growing!

1359 Wilbraham Road, Springfield
OPEN DAILY 8AM-5PM •  413-783-5883

www.16acresgardencenter.com

• 1000’s of Perennials, 
Annuals, Trees & Shrubs

• Vegetable Plants & Herbs
• Unique Garden Statuary,  

Fountains & Bird Baths
• Earth Friendly Products
• Full-Service Florist & Gift Shop
• Professional Tree & Shrub 

Installation 413-783-5883 Ext. 111202020192013 202020192013 202020192013

www.keithishamlandscaping.com

For a FREE Estimate CALL:

413-531-1216

KEITH ISHAM LANDSCAPING, LLC
Experience You Can 
Always Count On
• Property Maintenance
• Fertilizer Programs
• Organic Tick and Mosquito Control
• Edging • Core Aeration
• Loam and Seed • Mulches
• Power Seeding
• PH Remedy • Drainage

• Walls, Walkways, Patios
• Landscape Design and Installation
• Irrigation Installation and Repairs
• Fall Blowouts
• Paddock Repair and Maintenance
• Equestrian Field Seeding

280 ELM STREET, EAST LONGMEADOW
www.GrazianoGardens.com

$5 OFF* 
a $35 purchase

Perennial 
Special

QT. SIZE $50 *Cannot be combined with any other 
offer - not on previous purchases. 

Expiration June 30, 2024

10 for

Com
e to the Gardens...

280 Elm Street � East Longmeadow, Mass. � (413)525-6137
Open 7 Days 9-8 ’til Christmas • www.GrazianoGardens.com

 

OPEN: 
MON.-FRI. 9-6

 (open ‘til 7pm starting May 1)
SAT. 8-6

SUN. 9-5

413-525-6137
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2133 Boston Road, Wilbraham 
413.271.1208 Reservations Recommended

Open Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm • Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 12-8pm

Via AppiaVia Appia      RistoranteRistorante

Experience the Soul of Italy 
with the freshest ingredients, traditional recipes, 

homemade pasta and desserts.

June Entertainment

from FAT

PETER NEWLAND

Friday 
June 7th

BRAD
SHEPARD

Friday 
June 14th

FLOYD 
PATTERSON

Friday 
June 21st

FRED
MARION

Friday 
June 28th

LUTHER

Saturday 
June 8th

CHARLIE
BONGIOVI

Saturday
June 15th

LUTHER

Saturday
June 22nd

BRAD 
SHEPARD

Saturday
June 29th
BAIRD SOUL

Saturday
June 1st

awareness and understanding of 
whom it is they should likewise 
honor and exactly why we should 
honor them.”

State Rep. Angelo Puppolo, 
Jr. (D-Springfield) thanked the 
community for attending the cer-
emony, saying, “We owe a great 
debt of gratitude to all the Amer-
ican Patriots who put country first, 
before self, before their families 
and sacrifice their lives so we can 
continue to live free in this great 
nation.”

“So, on this Memorial Day, let 
us reconnect to the genesis of our 
nation’s innumerous freedoms and 
remember, that our way of life has 
been shaped and made possible by 

those who have served and those 
who are lost,” Puppolo said.

Puppolo shared that at the 
state level, the support for veter-
ans continues, with the HERO Act 
recently passing unanimously in 
the House of Representatives and 
heading to the Senate.

“It doesn’t happen too too of-
ten, but I think when you get 160 
members of the House of Repre-
sentatives to support our veterans, 
I think it shows a strong commit-
ment. That certainly sends a strong 
message for our support,” Puppolo 
said.

Select Board Chairman Sue 
Bunnell thanked Sasen for point-
ing out the fallen members are, 
also, being honored and celebrated 
at the ceremony.

“It’s both solemn and celebra-
tory the gift that they have given 
us in terms of supporting freedom 
and independence, the right to 
gather and to speak as we are doing 
here today. We wouldn’t be here,” 
Bunnell said. “Those opportuni-
ties and freedoms wouldn’t exist 
without the sacrifices endured by 
folks who were conscripted, draft-
ed and currently are volunteering 
for this most arduous and danger-
ous of duty of protecting freedom, 
and they do it anyway.”

Vietnam Veteran John “Smi-
ley” McLaughlin served as a 
military policeman during his 
13 months of service, sharing he 
comes to all the veterans events.

McLaughlin appreciated res-
idents coming out and showing 

their support.
“It’s a great good-sized crowd 

here. Wilbraham has a good con-
tingent of people that come out to 
all these ceremonies,” McLaugh-
lin said.

McLaughlin encourages more 
people, including younger gener-
ations, to take the time to attend 
these ceremonies.

“You should go to a service. 
Go to a Memorial Day service,” 
McLaughlin said.

Sasen shared what he miss-
es about Scott, who was heavily 
involved in Wilbraham from the 
school system as a chaperone and 
St. Cecilia’s Church to the scout 
troops.

Scott, he added, was also the 
first to volunteer in anything the 

Department of Veterans Services 
needed.

“I miss, honestly, the colorful 
conversations that we would have 
swapping sea stories. It’s always 
really special to be able to speak 
the same language with some-
body,” Sasen said. “It’s followed 
very closely with just his care and 
his dedication to this town.”

Sasen encourages the com-
munity to remember what Memo-
rial Day is about while they take 
time to celebrate at the barbecues 
and during the three-day holiday 
weekend.

“Just give it a moment. Let’s 
thank God that these people did 
exist and let’s thank God for the 
freedoms that we enjoy,” Sasen 
said.

WILBRAHAM from page 1

Cody Erskine stands at the POW/Missing in Action table 
during the Memorial Day ceremony at Crane Veteran 
Memorial Park on May 26.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Jered Sasen, director of Veterans Services, provides 
remarks during this year’s Memorial Day observance 
ceremony.

Attendees stand at attention, salute or place a hand over 
their heart as “TAPS” is performed during Wilbraham’s 
Memorial Day observance ceremony.

Select Board 
Chairman Sue 

Bunnell reflects 
on Memorial Day.

State Rep. Angelo Puppolo, 
Jr. (D-Springfield) reflects on 
Memorial Day and the sacrifice 
of the fallen during Wilbraham’s 
Memorial Day observance 
ceremony.


