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Towns receive $200 000 for Cottage Ave. Brldge

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM/LUD-
LOW - The towns of Wil-
braham and Ludlow received
$200,000 in state funding for
structural repairs to the Cot-
tage Avenue Bridge on May
16.

On the Wilbraham side,
residents know the bridge as
the Cottage Avenue bridge,
while on the Ludlow side, the
roadway is known as Miller
Street.

The funding came through
the efforts of State Sen.
Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow),
State Rep. Aaron Saunders
(D-Belchertown) and State
Rep. Angelo Puppolo Ir.
(D-Springfield).

The Cottage Avenue
Bridge, which connects both
towns, is currently undergo-
ing a $2.68 million recon-
struction and repair project
that began in December 2021,
with work including beam
and deck repairs, sidewalk
and bridge rail replacement,
concrete repairs for piers and
abutments and painting of the
superstructure.

The structure deficiencies
were identified by MassHigh-

Please see BRIDGE, page 8

From the left, Wilbraham Select Board Vice Chair Michael Squindo, State Sen. Jake Oliveira (D-Ludlow), Wiloraham Select
Board Chair Sue Bunnell, Ludlow Select Board Vice Chairperson William Rosenblum and Cheryl Sprinks, legislative aide to

State Rep. Angelo Puppolo (D-Springfield), in a group photo.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Hampden
special
town
election
notice

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

HAMPDEN - There will
be a special town election
taking place on Monday, June
23.

There will be two ballot
questions for residents to vote
on.

First, to fill a seat on the
Selectboard after the resig-
nation of Craig Rivest. The
Times will have more on the
candidates ahead of the spe-
cial election very soon.

Second, to approve a
Proposition 2 1/2  override
for the renovation and expan-
sion of the fire station. This
item was approved at the
May 12 Annual Town Meet-
ing and this vote is the next
step in moving forward in
that process.

Stay tuned for our upcom-
ing Special Election cover-
age.

Residents

approve

ADU zoning bylaw
amendment

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Resi-
dents approved by majority
vote a zoning bylaw amend-
ment for accessory dwelling
units during the May 12 An-
nual Town Meeting.

Planning Board Chair
James Rooney explains the
proposed zoning bylaw for
ADUs, listed as Article 33 on
the town meeting warrant.

Noted as Article 33, the
approval will amend the
zoning bylaw by revising
multiple sections, including
deleting existing regulations
related to accessory apart-
ments and replacing them
with new regulations con-
sistent with recent chang-
es by Massachusetts law
in February. The proposed
bylaw, also, defines and
regulates ADUs consistent
with the new law and al-
lows attached and detached
ADUs up to 900 square feet
in gross floor area with site
plan review approval from
the Planning Board.

Other changes include
allowing detached struc-
tures, owner occupancy is
no longer required, ADUs
would be non-restrictive,
meaning no longer limited
to family members of the

Please see BYLAW,
page 10

Fire station expansion
passes at Hampden ATM

Residents will now
vote to pass the item
on June 23

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent

HAMPDEN - Hampden
residents showed overwhelm-
ing support for the fire de-
partment during the May 12
Annual Town Meeting when
a two-thirds majority voted
in favor of renovating and
expanding the fire station on
North Road.

The cost of the proposed
project is $8.3 million, ac-
cording to Fire Chief Ed
Poulin. The vote was for a
Proposition 2 1/2 debt exclu-
sion override by borrowing.

Now that the item, which
was Article 19 on the town
meeting warrant, has passed
through the town meeting, the
community will have an op-
portunity to vote it into effect
during a special election on

June 23.

Fire Lt. Mark Barba, chair
of the Building Committee,
presented to the audience
during the meeting at the
former Thornton W. Burgess
School last Monday.

Barba pointed out that the
project will enable modern
day fire trucks to safely enter
and exit the station, as the size
of the average fire apparatus
has nearly doubled in size
since the building opened in
1964. This will eliminate the
need for custom trucks.

Renovations will also cre-
ate space for the proper de-
contamination of equipment
and gear, eliminate multiple
code and health violations,
add adequate space for the
next two decades of opera-
tional needs and bring about
improved training space for
firefighters.

If it is approved next
month, the work will also in-
stall a 20,000-gallon, under-
ground cistern storage tank
for truck filling and firefight-

Hampden Fire Chief Ed Poulin speaks about Article.

ing. Reduced building main-
tenance and repair costs will
additionally make the station
more energy efficient.
Perhaps, most important-
ly, the project could result in
greater volunteer retention
and increase the number of
new member applications.

The fire department currently
relies on several dozen volun-
teers and on-call firefighters
to serve the town when the
full-time firefighters aren’t
working — the station’s reg-

Please see EXPANS|0N,
page 10

HISTORICAL WILBRAHAM

The spring of 1967 capped off a busy social season

58 years ago, the
first draft of history
seems quaint to us
now

By Charles F. Bennett
Times Editor Emeritus

he busy social sea-
son in the spring of
1967 was ushered in

by lots of activities in town
including a music concert at
Minnechaug Regional High
School conducted by its pop-
ular music educator Dwight
Killiam.

The Wilbraham pages
in the Springfield Morning
Union were full of news

about a plant sale in Crane
Park, a communion break-
fast at St. Cecilia’s
and a rummage
sale at Glendale
Methodist Church.
The Wom-
en’s Guild at the
Church of the
Epiphany was go-
ing to welcome
summer with “A
Swing Into Sum-
mer” fashion show.
And a town police
sergeant was organizing a
trip to the Nation’s Capitol.
Wilbraham Police De-
partment Safety Officer Sgt.
John Chrzanowski headed a
delegation from Wilbraham
who attended the 30th Annu-

Charlle Bennett

al School Safety Parade and
Assembly in Washington,

D.C. One of his del-
egation members,
now retired Min-
nechaug  teacher
Mike Kober, is still
alive and kicking
today. I saw him
and his wife Ann
at the Old Meet-
ing House Open
House talk by his-
torian Rich Howell
on May 4.

Taking Reading Seriously

It is interesting to see
how things have changed in
town when you look back to
1967 and see what parents
were doing to make sure the

children of Wilbraham were
getting a good education, es-
pecially in reading.

A May 1967 article by
my mother Ethel Bennett, the
Wilbraham correspondent of
the Morning Union, talked
about a visit to Wilbraham by
Dr. Olive S. Niles, director
of reading in the Springfield
public schools.

She was coming to town
to speak at the annual meet-
ing of the Wilbraham Com-
munity Cooperative Kin-
dergarten in the auditorium
of Mile Tree School at §
p.m. Dr. Niles’ topic was
“Teaching Reading to Young
Children.” Niles was also a
lecturer in reading at A.L.C.
This meeting illustrates how

seriously parents were about
making sure their young kids
would learn to read 58 years
ago.

After the business meet-
ing conducted by Mrs. Glenn
R. Engel, Jr., plans were dis-
cussed about the remaining
school year. The group wel-
comed new mothers and then
elected officers for the next
year. Then, the group dis-
cussed plans for a field trip to
Friendly Ice Cream Corp.

Meanwhile out in the “real
world” 700,000 marched
down Fifth Avenue in New
York City in support of U.S.
soldiers fighting in Vietnam.

Please see HISTORICAL
WILBRAHAM, page 8

58 Years Ago

School Lunch
Head to Retire

Here is a news clipping
reported by my mom, Eth-
el M. Bennett, who was the
Wilbraham  correspondent
for the Springfield dai-
ly newspaper The Morn-
ing Union from the 1940s
through 1970s. From a May
1967 edition. “On June 20
(1967) Mrs. May C. Jenkins
of 4 Springfield St., will re-
tire as director of school
lunch programs for Wilbra-
ham and the Minnechaug
Regional High School dis-
trict.

Mrs. Jenkins has
planned meals, ordered
food, handled the finances
and successfully operated
the school lunch program
since August 1950.”
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Editor Rivers will explain why newspapers are the ‘first draft of history’

By Charles F. Bennett
Times Editor Emeritus

The saying “Newspapers
are the first draft of history”
is often attributed to Philip L.
Graham, the former
president and pub-
lisher of the Wash-

Angeles” magazine — to give
just a few examples — all at-
tribute it to Graham.

The Wilbraham-Hampden
Times, a publication started at
the Peach Festival by the Tur-
ley Family in
2003, publish-
ers of the Lud-

ington Post. However, low Register,
the phrase itself has Palmer Journal
often been quoted by and  Belcher-
Wilbraham-Hampden town Sentinel
Times editors in the and others, is
years after the news- the paper of
paper’s founding at record of our
the beginning of this busy town.
century. (Times file photo) Ever issue since

In fact, former Times Editor Kristin its birth, it is on
editors of the Times  Rivers will speak electronic file
have all believed that  on Sunday, June at the Wilbra-
hometown news de- 8at2p.m.inthe ham  Library

livered each week in
Wilbraham were lay-
ers of local history
and recorded forever. Those
editors were, in order of time-
frames: Myself, Tyler Wit-
kop, Dalton Zbierski and now
current Times Editor Kristin
Rivers. Rivers also follows in
the footsteps of those editors
who have often been guest
speakers of the Wilbraham
Atheneum Society’s Open
Houses at the Old Meeting
House Museum. Rivers will
be the guest speaker on Sun-
day, June 8 at 2 p.m. The open
house is free and open to the
public. Refreshments will be
served and the Gift Shop will
be open.

Graham may have not
been the only person to re-
fer to newspapers as the first
draft. According to a 2010 is-
sue of Slate Magazine others
have also ratified it. Former
Post Executive Editor Benja-
min C. Bradlee, of Watergate
fame, gave credit to Graham
in an interview with “Amer-
ican Heritage” in 1982. The
Newseum, referring to the
Washington Post in 1997 and
2005, the “Encyclopedia of
American Journalism”, Jon
Meacham in “Newsweek”
(2009 and 2010), David Hal-
berstam in “The Powers That
Be”, and Kit Rachlis in “Los

0ld Meeting House
Museum.

according to lo-
cal history ex-
pert Mary Bell,
Assistant Wilbraham Library
Director.

Wordsmith

Rivers wears two hats for
Turley Publications, one as
editor of the Times and the
other as editor of the Chicop-
ee Register concentrating on
that city’s political and local
news.

Rivers is an accomplished
wordsmith in her own right.
A graduate of Smith Col-
lege, she is proficient in many
different aspects of writing.
From content creation, blog-
ging and book reviewing to
social media. She has a track
record on Facebook of in-
creasing viewership by 71
percent in one month (Sep-
tember to October of 2022).

Highlights from her re-
sume show that she has been a
contributing writer for several
digital publications including
“Medium” “HEAL(er) maga-
zine”, “Yayword” and “Dear
English Major”. Her blog-
ging experience includes over
2,000 views.

Newswriting and editing
aren’t her only talents. She
has been a content marketer
for nearly 100 inspirational
and women’s fiction books

- T o (T Tty

published by Hallmark Pub-
lishing, Harpeth Press, Tyn-
dale and Waterbrook com-
panies. As a social media
manager, Rivers has covered
topics such as interior design,
the business world, publish-
ing and nonprofits.

Digital Editor

Before she became editor
of the Times and Chicopee
Register in 2023, she was a
contributing writer on varying
topics of digital publishing
for the website “Medium”.
As a freelance correspondent,
she was praised for her quick
article turnarounds, writing
skills and photography.

I can vouch that those
skills are in much demand
these days in Wilbraham
while reporting on topics of
local news like the Select

L al P W e
The Old Meeting House Museum.

(Times file photo)

Board, School Committee,
town meetings and feature
stories about the volunteers
and organizations in Wilbra-
ham and Hampden, following
in the footsteps of Witkop and
Zbierski.

I can speak from expe-
rience that Rivers quickly
became popular with Wilbra-
ham and Hampden residents,
educators, elected officials
and community characters
showing up at various meet-
ings and social get-togethers
around the towns. I would
run into her at events like
the Knights of Columbus St.
Patrick’s Dinner, the Friends
of Seniors Bushel Fair or the
Holiday Fair at the Senior
Center. She has the kind of
personality that makes her
recognizable and easy to talk
to.

Museum Schedule

For the past several sea-
sons the Museum, owned by
the town and managed by the
Atheneum Society of Wil-
braham, has held guest talks
nearby at the Wilbraham &
Monson Chapel or in the
Brooks Room at the Wilbra-
ham Library. But Atheneum
president Dave Bourcier said
he was glad the open hous-
es have come back home to
Sundays at the Old Meeting
House, built in 1794 as the
first Methodist meeting house
in New England. “We look
forward to welcoming audi-
ences and sharing another ex-
citing season together,” com-
mented Bourcier.

The first event of the sea-
son May 4 featured histori-
cal re-enactor Rich Howell,
dressed in period costume,
talking to a standing room
only audience. He gave an
eye-witness account of the
reenactment of the Battles of
Concord and Lexington with
a cast of thousands, which
made you feel like you were
there.

The following is a sched-
ule of open houses after the
June 8 Rivers talk:

July 13 - Ice Cream So-
cial provides sundae cups of
individual ice cream sundaes
in the garden of the museum.
Arts and crafts exhibitions
will be taking place.

August 10 — A talk by a
Paranormal group based in
Agawam.

September 7 - “Trea-
sures from the Attic — Muse-
um-style”. Curator Lucy Pel-
tier, aided by Trustee Marty
Lyman will search through
donated historical items in
boxes, closets, and chests in
the storage room and attic
of the Old Meeting House to
find items of various areas of
historical interest.

October 26 “Early
gravestone carvers of Wilbra-
ham” by Derek Strahan. Have
you ever wondered where
families got their ideas as to

what to put on a gravestone?
November 9 - Popular
storyteller Dennis Picard will
talk about the Hessians, mer-
cenary soldiers for the British
in the Revolutionary War.
December 7 — The pop-
ular Christmas Tree Festival
where Wilbraham organiza-
tions decorate a Christmas
Tree in their own unique
style. An ice carver, holiday
treats and kids activities.

One Peppercorn

The museum has a col-
orful history. In 1792 the
Methodist Society began con-
structing the meeting house
and in 1793 the ground under
the structure was leased to the
Methodists for one pepper-
corn annually. The building
has a ridge pole hand-hewn
from a single tree that extends
the full length of the building.
The ridge pole is still visible
from the attic.

The building became a
private home for 142 years
until the last owner died in
1977 and the building was
purchased by the town. The
Wilbraham Historical Com-
mission was given jurisdic-
tion of the premises and now
leases the space to the Athe-
neum Society for one pepper-
corn per annum.

The Atheneum Society
was incorporated in 1963 as
a non-profit organization by
a group of concerned towns-
people that include people
like Charles and Llewlyn
Merrick, Jesse Rice and Peter
Ablondi. Their purpose was
to form a permanent local
group to preserve artifacts and
memorabilia relating to the
people and history of Wilbra-
ham. For more information
search “Old Meeting House
Museum” on Facebook.

Times Editor Emeritus
Charlie Bennett is a member
of the Wilbraham Historic
Commission and a trustee of
the Wilbraham Atheneum So-

ciety.

Hampden Transfer Station
Sticker Sales increases

HAMPDEN - The Hamp-
den Selectmen voted on April
28,2025 to increase the price
of the Transfer Station per-
mits.

The increase will start
May 23, 2025.

For Seniors over 65 the
price will be $40 for the first
permit and $20 for any addi-
tional permits for those resi-
dents meeting those criteria

and car registered to that per-
son or person.

For those residents that
are under 65 the cost is $70
for the first permit and $35
for any additional permits for
those residents meeting the
criteria.

The Transfer Station is lo-
cated at Cross Road.

Hampden Board of
Health and Selectmen

WILBRAHAM - Tegan
Haluch, an eighth grader at
Wilbraham Middle School,
is working on a civics action
project called “Dangers to
Be Aware of on Your Prop-
erty.”

Do you know what kind
of hazards might be on your
property? Your backyard
could cause injuries such

as sprains, breaks and even
death!

You could trip in a bro-
ken sidewalk or even have a
dead tree fall on your house
during a storm.

Here are some ways that
you could help prevent inju-
ry:

Regularly check your
trees for decay. Check for

It’s Our Anniversary!

Celebrating 60 Years of Success,

D
TROMBLEY

A S S OCIA

One Client At A Time!

T E S

Investment and Retirement Planning

« Located in Post Office Park,
Wilbraham

 Helping clients live their
best financial life since 1965

« Accomplished, Friendly
and Professional

« Contactus for a
no-fee consultation

Mike Trombley, Financial Advisor, Former MLB Player;

Barbara Trombley, CPA, Financial Advisor

Secuirities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through
Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

85 Post Office Park - Suite 8524
Wilbraham, MA 01095
Phone 413-596-6992

trombleyassociates.com

dead limbs or branches,
browning, dust or powder. If
you see signs of decay, call a
licensed professional to take
a look.

Check your sidewalks
and walkways for cracks that
someone could trip on. Get
cracks fixed and repaired.

Look for holes in your
lawn that you could fall in. If

Tegan Haluch working on civics action project

you find any holes, fill them
in!

Put all chemicals in prop-
er holding containers and
store in a safe place that little
children and pets can’t get to.

Created by Tegan Haluch

You can contact me at
thaluch2011@gmail.com.

ROBERTS ROOFS

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate e Copper e Architectural Shingles e Gutters
Historical Restoration e Flat Roofing
Snow Removal
Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

Trusted Name Since 1982

dventure touns
Shar c th

A

Experience MORE
with Norwegian ¥«
Cruise Line

NORWE

‘ CRUED LINE

| -

GIAMN
June 5, 2025 - 6:30 PM
May 24-31, 2026 from $1699

July 19-26, 2026 from $1699

of Warren S e K

Norwegian Slide Presentation-Hitchcock Tavern, West Brookfield
7-Night Halifax & Bermuda Cruise-Aboard Norwegian Breakaway
7-Night Halifax & Bermuda Cruise-Aboard Norwegian Breakaway

August 30-September 6, 2026 from $1699
7-Night Canada & New England Cruise-Aboard Norwegian Breakaway

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com
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Hampden looks to move town all _

’ i

Screen capture Town of Hampden

A shot of residents raising their cards to vote during the May 12 Annual Town Meeting in Hampden.

The future of the
current town hall
building is uncertain

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent

HAMPDEN - Hampden’s
town offices may soon oper-
ate out of a new building.

During the Annual Town
Meeting on May 12 at the
former Thornton W. Burgess
School on Wilbraham Road,
residents passed several items
that will facilitate the transi-
tion of town hall, the library

and the Parks and Rec. De-
partment into the old school
building.

Articles 13 through 15 on
the town meeting warrant fo-
cused on the former TWB.

First, residents voted to
change the TWB property’s
eminent domain. Back in
1966, the town-owned land
was declared to be the site of
a school.

However, the school
closed its regular functions
almost a decade ago.

“We need to change that
to general municipal purpos-
es so we can use the building
for something other than a
school,” Hampden Select-

board Chair Don Daven-
port said. “As you know, the
school was closed in 2017,
and the Hampden-Wilbra-
ham Regional School Dis-
trict advised us at that point
that it wouldn’t be used as a
school any longer. That was
confirmed in 2024, and we’ve
negotiated an end to the
lease here, so now, we own
the building, and — if this is
passed — we can use it for mu-
nicipal purposes.”

The idea to move the town
offices to TWB was sparked
by the lack of space in the old
Town House on Main Street,
where government functions
have operated for genera-

tions.

Currently, however, the
building is outdated and pres-
ents several code violations in
addition to being borderline
inaccessible to those who are
mobility challenged.

Furthermore, it would re-
quire approximately $8 mil-
lion to make repairs to the
Town House that would make
it ADA-accessible. While an
old building does not need to
be enhanced as it stands, once
any renovation begins, state
laws mandate that the entire
building is made ADA com-

Please see TOWN HALL,
page 4

Wilbraham Town
Election 2025 Results

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The
2025 town election in Wil-
braham has been decided
after voters headed to the
polls on May 17.

In a very close race for
the Planning Board, Trac-
ey Plantier, who current-
ly serves as a clerk on the
board, beat out contend-
ers Joe Cantalini and John
McGrath to secure another
term.

Plantier and Cantalini
only had a difference of six
votes between them, with
Plantier receiving 264 votes
while Cantalini received
258 votes. McGrath, mean-
while, received 155 votes.

For some of the uncon-
tested races, Sue Bunnell,
current chair of the Select
Board, received 610 votes
and Sean Kennedy, current
vice chair of the School
Committee, received 560
votes, securing another term
for their respective boards,
while Roger Roberge II
was reelected to the Board
of Assessors with 552 votes
and Peter Manolakis was
reelected to the Wilbraham
Housing Authority with 567
votes.

Also, Rik Alvarez was

wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com

reelected as Water Com-
missioner for the three-year
term with 590 votes and
John Caltabiano is now a
Water Commissioner for a
one-year term after receiv-
ing 529 votes.

For Library Trustees,
there are now three new
members. Margaret Bagge
and Amelia Holstrom will
both serve three-year terms
and Ron Haislip Hansberry
will serve one term.

Bagge received 506
votes, Holstrom received
511 votes and Haislip-Hans-
berry received 584 votes.

For Cemetery Commis-
sioner, Natashia Ayres will
now serve a one-year term
in this role after receiving
587 votes.

As our readers may re-
call, there was no candidate
for the three-year term for
Cemetery Commission-
er. However, according to
Town Clerk Deborah Bren-
nan, there was a write-in
win after Patrick Roach
received six votes, beating
another write-in candidate,
Mandell Greene, by one
vote.

Roach, however, Bren-
nan explained, declined the
position.

There were 730 total
votes cast on election day,
with total voter turnout at
6.20%.

Hampden Town
Election 2025 Results

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

chael Salemi is now the Park
Commissioner for a three-
year term after receiving 147
votes and David Berson now
joins the Planning Board after
receiving 138 votes.

Also for the Planning
Board, Christina Brodeur
was reelected to a new five-
year term after receiving 151
votes.

Lastly, the Hampden
Housing Authority had no
candidate listed originally.
However, Amy Bilodeau re-
ceived 20 votes, so now she
will serve on the Housing Au-
thority for five years.

HAMPDEN -  Voters
made their voices heard when
they went to the polls to cast
their ballots on May 19.

All of this year’s races ran
uncontested.

Richard Green was re-
elected as town moderator
with 153 votes, Don Daven-
port, chair of the Selectboard,
was reelected after receiving
148 votes, Richard Patullo
was reelected as treasurer af-
ter receiving 152 votes, Philip
Schneider Jr. was reelected
to a three-year term on the

Board of Assessors after re-
ceiving 157 votes and Kath-
leen Hutchinson was reelect-
ed to a three-year term with
the Library Trustees after re-
ceiving 156 votes.

Red Bridge Bait

1129 East Street, Ludlow

SHINERS/WORMS/
TACKLE/ICE

Call 413-589-7957

Also, Eva Wiseman has
secured new terms after be-

ing reelected as town clerk
and as tax collector. Wiseman
received 163 votes for town
clerk and 162 votes for tax
collector.

For constables, Dennis
Hackett Sr., Andrew Nether-
wood and Adam Poulin were
all reelected, with Hacket
receiving 151 votes, Nether-
wood receiving 139 votes and
Poulin receiving 137 votes.

For Cemetery Commis-
sioner, Duane Mosier was
reelected to a three-year term
after receiving 153 votes.

For Park Commissioner
and Planning Board, there
will be new faces here. Mi-

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.
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The Best Fresh For

NATIONAL GARDEN WEEK
Plant Your

Vegetable

Garden!

Big Selection of Tomato Plants
BITE SIZE TO LARGE SLICERS

Pepper Plants ~ Sweet Hot & Varieties
Eggplants, Cucumbers & Squash Plants

Beautiful Blooming
Annual

L

Geraniums, Sun & Shade Impatiens,
Calibrachoa, Marigolds, Petunias & MORE!

$5.00 OFF 10-inch pots

lvy Geraniums,
Calibrachoa, Petunias

Mixed Combination Baskets For Sun Or Shade

Patio Perfect Pots,

Filled With Blooming Annuals <.
For Sun Or Shade ~ *

Cleome, Coleus, Petunias,
Mixed Combinations,
Geraniums, Daisies & MORE

Yor The Graduates

PRESENTATION
oo ROSE BOUQUETS
~* . Special $19.99 Dozen

*Loea"y Grown
ASPARAGUS

From D.A. Smiarowski Farms ~ Sunderland, MA

Elsie’s Creamery

The Best Homemade lce Cream

Featuring Ludlow Boys & Girls Club
&7 “Club Cup” Ice Cream
XY Blue Vanilla, Marshmallows,

W Chocolate Swirl & Rainbow Sprinkles
OPEN EVERY NIGHT UNTIL 9PM
ALWAYS FRESH AT

NDALL
FARM

& GREENHOUSE

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071 » www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM
Find us on and Youl[TD)

[P . de . 13 |

>

NewOwners}mmm-* 05

Units & Sizes Available:
Climate Controlled 5x10/10x10

Regular Units 5x10/10x10/10x15/10x20/10x30

COMPLETE
STORAGE

413-308-6904

148 Carmelinas Circle

Ludlow, MA

"% Outside Parking Spaces Also
l Availgple for Boats, RVs, Trailers, Etc.

7
| Iﬂ{

Fl A

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

o Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park
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State Representative Angelo J. Puppolo Jr. honors Jered Sasen
at Inaugural Statewide Military Appreciation Day.

Sasen honored at Military
Appreciation Day

BOSTON — State Repre-
sentative Angelo J. Puppolo
Jr. (D-Springfield) proudly
honored Jered Sasen of Wil-
braham today at the first-ever
Military Appreciation Day
ceremony held in the Massa-
chusetts State House’s histor-
ic House Chamber.

Militaiy Appreciation
Day was created to establish
a lasting annual tradition that
brings together local, state,
and community leaders to
honor those whose service
might otherwise go unrec-
ognized. Each legislator was
invited to nominate a member
of their local military com-
munity-whether a veteran,
active-duty service member,
National Guard, Reservist, or
military spouse-to be honored
during the ceremony. More
than 125 individuals who
exemplify commitment to
service and community were
recognized from districts
across Massachusetts.

“I'm proud to recognize
Jered in this inaugural cele-

bration for his military ser-
vice, and also for his service
to the community as a Vet-
erans Service Officer.”” said
Representative  Angelo J.
Puppolo, Jr.

“Jered’s and all Veterans
and Service Members contri-
butions reflect the strength,
resilience, and dedication of
our local military community,
and I’m honored to celebrate
Jered and his remarkable ser-
vice at this statewide event.”
Added Puppolo.

Massachusetts is home to
the best military benefits in
the country. As we approach
Memorial Day, and during a
month dedicated to honoring
our military, this event reflects
what makes Massachusetts
special: a deep respect for
service, and a commitment to
those who wear the uniform
and those who stand beside
them. Further added Puppolo.

For additional informa-
tion, please contact Represen-
tative Puppolo at (413-596-
4333) directly.

Wilbraham Lions Club hosting
food drive on May 31

WILBRAHAM - The
Wilbraham Lions Club, in
conjunction with Big Y, is
collecting non-perishable
foods at the Wilbraham Big Y
on Saturday, May 31 from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Donations will benefit the

Community Survival Center.

Donation suggestions are
grain and multigrain cere-
al, canned vegetables, 100%
fruit juice, canned proteins,
canned fruit, peanut butter
and soups.Thank you for your
support.
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Wilbraham United Church holding Handbell Concert

WILBRAHAM - The
Wilbraham United Church
will be the hosts of a Hand-
bell Concert on Saturday
May 31 at 7 p.m. featur-
ing the Merrimack Valley
Ringers, a nationally-known
handbell group.

Currently celebrating
their 23rd season, the Mer-
rimack Valley Ringers are
an auditioned community
handbell ensemble devoted
to sharing the art of hand-
bells and handchimes with
everyone. MVR’s members
delight audiences with their
infectious joy, and make it
their goal to capture their
audience from the first note
with their gusto and warmth.

Considered partners in
each performance, audiences
are drawn in by the ensem-
ble’s personality, sponta-
neity, and unflappable spirit.
This spring, the Merrimack
Valley Ringers Celestial
Light program will take lis-
teners “Up and Away” on
a musical trip through time
and space.

They will “Fly [You]
to the Moon” so you can

and then be
“Walking on Sunshine”, on
the “Fairy Hills”, all before
the “Morning Light.”

The concert featuring
five octaves of handbells and
chimes and 17 ringers, led
by founding Artistic Direc-
tor Karen Leonard begins at
7 p.m. in the church’s Sanc-

“Moondance”

tuary. The church is located
at 500 Main Street in Wilbra-
ham.

Parking is available in
the rear parking lot and the
church building is accessible.
There is no charge for admit-
tance, but a free-will offering
will be accepted.

Prior to the concert during

the afternoon, the Ringers
will be offering a workshop
to local handbell ringers.
Ringers interested in at-
tending the workshop can
register at https://areal.hand-
bellmusicians.org/state-and-
local-events/western-ma-
ringing-skills-workshop/

TOWN HALL from page 3

pliant. This would result in
the multi-million-dollar proj-
ect Davenport described.

“Even then, the consultant
has said it still wouldn’t serve
the purposes we need,” Dav-
enport said.

Several residents ques-
tioned what would become
of the beloved Town House,
which is a fixture of Hamp-
den. Davenport said the an-
swer is that town officials
don’t know, but he speculated
on its possible future use.

“So, I thought we could
convene a Blue Ribbon Com-
mittee of people in town to
look at it. We have very talent-
ed people in town that I think
would serve well. We’ve had
all kinds of ideas; anything
from a historical or children’s
museum to there’s been some
talk about a business incuba-
tor,” Davenport said.

Former Selectwoman
Mary Ellen Glover was not
thrilled at the idea of leaving
the Town House. She ex-
plained her sentiment, as she
hoped to one day see TWB
used as a school again.

“'m concerned that...

566-0028

32 Somers Rd.
Hampden, MA
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“WORKING THERE IS ALMOST UNSAFE;
IT'S REALLY TERRIBLE THERE. WE’VE
OUTGROWN THAT MANY YEARS AGO.
WE NEED THIS SPACE.”

- Dan Blanchard

Parks & Recreation Director

this is really an example of
the town not being true to its
word. We gave its word when
we went for imminent domain
to take care of that property.
Now, we’re going to change
it,” Glover said.

She added that these
words should be taken more
seriously and said that the
town’s primary responsibility
should be to give kids an out-
standing education.

“I don’t feel they’re get-
ting it now, and I feel coming
back to Hampden would give
them that,” Glover said. “This
is a long-term solution, but
if you use this building for
something else, we can never
do that.”

Town Treasurer Richard
Patullo said he appreciates

HANNOUS

JEWELERS,
CHICOPEE LA
“A Family Business You Can Trust” 8

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433
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2 . www.hannoushma.com
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people who want to keep
TWB a school, but noted that
the ship has sailed. He said it
would cost up to $15 million
to bring it back to a school
because the town has lost
certification, and the building
would have to be brought up
to code.

“To keep the town offices
in the town hall, we’re talking
$7 million in renovations. To
build a new town hall, we’re
talking $25-30 million. To
move over the town hall
functions here, we’re talking
$155,000 or something like
that. It’s the only thing that
makes financial sense and not
sentimental sense,” Patullo
said.

Parks & Recreation Di-
rector Dan Blanchard took a

H WLEBUY GOLD!
e

All-Time

25% Extra

When You Use Your

GOLD Towards
A New Purchase

different approach, as he out-
right said that he dislikes the
Town House.

“Working there is al-
most unsafe; it’s really ter-
rible there,” Blanchard said.
“We’ve outgrown that many
years ago. We need this
space.”

Blanchard said that the
move will allow the depart-
ment to increase program-
ming, as the access to class-
rooms would be significant.

He said the department is
currently limited in its offer-
ings at the Town House.

“The  ADA-compliance
issue over at the [Town
House] can’t be understat-
ed,” Blanchard said. “This
building [TWB] is much
more ADA compliant. From
a Parks & Rec standpoint, it’s
a fantastic opportunity for us.
It would be a hub for Parks &
Rec. We’re constantly going
back and forth between facil-
ities right now because this is
where our programs run.”

Ultimately, residents ap-
proved of $155,000 to move
furniture and equipment from
the town offices and library to
TWB and to complete minor
repairs on the building.

e
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David Bourcier

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

WILBRAHAM - It was a
full house and then some at
the senior center on May 15
as the community supported
Retired Firefighter and His-
torian David Bourcier on his
new book release.

Bourcier recently released
the book, “Historic Tales of
Wilbraham,” a collection of
stories tracing the town’s
history including the poem
“The Parson’s Rose” about
Rev. Noah’s Merrick’s love
for his wife, Abigail, the
tragic drowning of six young
people in Nine Mile Pond in
1799, the heroic citizens who
helped save the Federal Ar-
mory in 1787 and many more.

Bourcier is also the man
behind the website, “Wil-
braham Historical Tidbits,”
which explores the fascinat-
ing stories of Wilbraham’s
history he uncovered through
his research.

The proceeds from the
book sales at the May 15 talk
went towards the Friends of
Wilbraham Seniors.

Bourcier was excited to
talk about his new book with
residents.

“I had such a wonder-
ful time presenting at the
Wilbraham Senior Center!
Sharing our local history is
something I truly enjoy, and
it was a pleasure to talk about
the stories found in my two
newly published books: ‘His-
toric Tales of Wilbraham’ and
‘The George M. Kingdon Fire
Company.” I love connecting
with others who appreciate
our town’s past and the les-
sons it continues to teach us,”
Bourcier said.

One of the big highlights
for him was the question and
answer portion of his presen-
tation, where audience mem-
bers asked about his book and
local history in Wilbraham.

“l especially loved how
it gave everyone a chance to
dive deeper into the history
of our town and surrounding
area. The audience’s engage-
ment was truly heartwarm-
ing—it was wonderful to see
such genuine interest and cu-
riosity about our local past,”
Bourcier said.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
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on his new book

holds presentation
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Ret. Firefighter and Historian David Bourcier looks on as Matt Villamaino, president of the
Friends of Wilbraham Seniors, welcomes attendees.

Bourcier expressed grati-
tude for the community sup-
port, saying he was “pleasant-
ly surprised by the wonderful
turnout.”

“It was heartwarming to
see so many familiar fac-
es—and to meet new ones as
well. Moments like these tru-
ly confirm that there’s a deep
love and interest in our local
history, and I'm so grateful to
be able to share in that with
others,” Bourcier said.

On collaborating with
the Friends to host the event,
Bourcier said this.

“My collaborations with
the Wilbraham Senior Cen-
ter are meaningful in two
ways. First, they offer a way
to give back to the town and
support its programs and ini-
tiatives. I also extend this
same spirit of collaboration
to local businesses in both
Wilbraham and Hampden—
through book sales, with the
majority of proceeds helping
them grow and thrive in their
own efforts,” Bourcier said.
“Second, these partnerships
allow my books to reach a
wider audience, giving more
people the chance to discover
and appreciate the fascinating
history that surrounds us ev-
ery day.”

Bourcier is also excited to

REAL MEALS.

DELANEY’'S

M A R K E T
-READYMADE MEALS-

FRESH, LOCAL, HEAT-AND-SERVE MEALS

announce that a new book is
currently in the works, with
an expected release in Fall or
Winter 2026.

“Much like ‘Historic Tales
of Wilbraham, this upcoming
book will feature a collection
of short stories that explore
our town’s rich history—
from colonial times through
the twentieth century. Some
of the stories will include
‘Wilbraham and Its Four
Historic Railroad Stations,’
‘Wilbraham’s Lost Burying
Grounds,” ‘An Unexpected
Brush with the Supernatural,’
‘Beneath the Ledge: A 1946
Discovery in Wilbraham,’
and many more. I can’t wait
to bring more of Wilbraham’s
hidden and fascinating past to
light,” Bourcier said.

On what he hoped attend-
ees took away from the talk,
Bourcier stressed an appreci-
ation for local history and its
stories.

“T hope those who attend-
ed left with a renewed sense
of pride in the rich history
of our town and surrounding
area. It truly feels like a call-
ing to bring these stories to
life, so that future generations
can know, appreciate, and
carry forward the legacy of
our local past,” Bourcier said.

Bourcier encourages resi-

WILBRAHAM
2030 BOSTON ROAD

Route 20 across from
Home Depot & Big Y

dents to check out the books.

“I'd love for the local
community to know that the
two books I've published are
an easy and enjoyable way to
learn about our local history.
‘Historic Tales of Wilbraham’
is made up of short, informa-
tive stories that are engaging
and accessible—without feel-
ing like you’re reading a text-
book. My hope is that these
books will inspire future gen-
erations and aspiring local
history enthusiasts to keep
our shared heritage alive,”
Bourcier said.

Also, to support local.

“While the books are
available through large retail-
ers like Barnes & Noble and
online, I would be especially
grateful if folks chose to pur-
chase them locally. Support-
ing our local shops not only
helps small businesses thrive
but also keeps our communi-
ty connected to its roots. I'll
also have copies available for
purchase personally,” Bourci-
er said.

Readers can find Bourci-
er’s book at the Scented Gar-

I =
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The display were attendees could purchase David Bourcier’s
new book “Historic Tales of Wilbraham” and learn more about
the Friends of Wilbraham Seniors. Bourcier also has another
book out called “The George M. Kingdon Fire Company” about
the history of the Wilbraham Fire Department.

David Bourcier showcases a photo of where Captain Shepherd

is believed to have docked his boat.

den Gift Shop, Wilbraham,
Fern Valley Market, Wilbra-
ham, the Old Meeting House
Museum, Wilbraham, the
Friends of Wilbraham Se-
niors Association, Rice Fruit
Farm, Wilbraham and Bil-

ton’s Mountain Side Orchard,

Hampden.
“Supporting these local
businesses helps preserve

both our history and our
hometown spirit,” Bourcier
said.
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

il

Dear Rusty:

I just turned 65 years
old in February 2025. I
need to sign up for Social
Security but don’t even
know where to start.

Signed: Seeking Assis-

tance

Dear Seeking:

It is fairly easy to sign
up for your Social Securi-
ty benefits, by either call-
ing the Social Security
Administration at 1-800-
772-1213 or your local SS
office, to make a telephone
appointment to apply, or
by completing your appli-
cation for Social Security
benefits online at www.
ssa.gov/apply. However,
to apply for benefits online
you will need to first create
your personal “my Social
Security” account at www.
ssa.gov/myaccount. Once
you have your personal ac-
count set up, you can apply
directly from that account
and also see an estimate of
your SS benefits at differ-
ent ages.

You may already be
aware that age 65 is not
your Social Security Full
Retirement Age. Your
FRA is when you get
100% of the benefit you’ve
earned from a lifetime of
working. By taking bene-
fits at age 65, your month-
ly amount will be reduced
to about 87% of your FRA
amount; a permanent re-
duction. Born in 1960,
your FRA is age 67, which
means you will be taking
your SS benefit about two
years early and also means
that if you are still work-
ing, you will be subject to
Social Security’s Annual
Earnings Test.

The AET limits how
much you can earn before
some of your benefits are
taken away. For 2025, the
annual earnings limit is
$23,400 and, if that is ex-
ceeded, SS will take back
$1 in benefits for every $2
you are over the limit they
take benefits back by with-
holding future payments
long enough to recover
what you owe.

So, you can apply for
your Social Security bene-
fits, as indicated above, €i-

How do I apply for
Social Security?

ther online or by calling SS
for an appointment. Just
be aware that by applying
at age 65 your benefit will
be permanently reduced,
and you will be subject to
Social Security’s earnings
limit. The earnings limit
lasts until you reach your
FRA, after which you can
earn as much as you like
without penalty.

Also, because you are
65, if you wish to enroll in
Medicare, please be aware
that you don’t need to take
your Social Security bene-
fits to enroll in Medicare.
You can enroll in Medi-
care (only) by calling So-
cial Security as explained
above or enrolling in
Medicare online. Here is
a link which explains how
to enroll in only Medicare:
https://www.ssa.gov/medi-
care/sign-up

I hope this information
is helpful, and please know
that the AMAC Founda-
tion is always available
to answer your questions.
If it’s easier, you can also
speak directly to one of
our certified Social Secu-
rity Advisors by calling us
during normal EST busi-
ness hours at 1-888-750-
2622. We cannot submit
your SS application for
you, but we can answer all
questions you have about

applying.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other
governmental entity. This
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and
does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It
presents the opinions and
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association To submit a
question, Vvisit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory or
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Se-
curity advisor for AMAC.
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Boost your mental well-being

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

Take a vacation!

I recently learned about
an organization called Wheel
the World, which makes vaca-
tioning — adventures, really —
accessible to people who use
wheelchairs.

If they can do it, so you
can you!

If you haven’t had a vaca-
tion lately, you’re not alone.
A 2023 Pew Research Center
study found that more than
40 percent of people who re-
ceive paid time off from their
employers don’t use up all of
their vacation in a given year.
Based on data from 2018, a
statistical analysis revealed
that Americans wasted some
768 million vacation days.

Admittedly, it’s hard for
some folks to get time off. If a
gig worker or rideshare driv-
er isn’t putting in the hours,
they aren’t getting paid. Many
people have jobs that don’t
provide paid time off.

Still, the Bureau of Labor
Statistics tells us that 79 per-
cent of people employed in
the private sector get paid va-
cation. And a growing number
of companies are offering the
benefit of unlimited paid time
off, in part to stay competitive
in a tight hiring market.

“We can’t overlook the
importance of recreation,’
says Mary Anne Ehlert, presi-
dent of Protected Tomorrows,
which helps special needs
families plan for their finan-
cial future. “We sometimes
focus on everyday issues and
lose sight of the need to have
fun.” Even those who are
handicapped are able to enjoy
a vacation. Nowadays, most
cruises are wheel chair acces-
sible even if people want to
travel alone.

With May being Men-
tal Health Awareness Month
(and with Memorial Day and
summer being right around
the corner), it’s a good time to
talk about the mental health
benefits of travel.

_.your
nealtn

First, though, a note of
caution: For all of its bene-
fits, travel is not a substitute
for therapy. If you are feeling
anxious or depressed, talk to
a mental health profession-
al. Online services such as
BetterHelp.com are readily
available, or you can call or
text 988 to reach a listening
ear at the Suicide and Crisis
Lifeline.

Now, why take a vacation?
Let me count the whys.

1. Traveling can lift your
mood.

Feeling like one day is
just like the one before, and
the one before that? That mo-
notony is not helpful to men-
tal well-being. Travel breaks
up the routine, lets you see
new places, meet new people
and experience new things.
Just anticipating a vacation
can help you feel lighter and
happier.

2. Traveling refills your
emotional and mental res-
ervoir.

Sometimes you’re just
running on empty. A vacation
— whether it involves a relax-
ing cruise or a strenuous hike
(I'1l1 take the former!) — can
send you back to work feeling
like you’re up to every chal-
lenge.

3. Traveling can lower
the risk of depression.

Mental health experts say
there’s research to support the
link between travel and hap-
piness. One study found that
women who vacation at least
twice a year are less likely to
suffer from depression and
chronic stress than women
who vacation less than once
every two years.

4. Traveling lets your
brain reset.

What do you do when your
computer goes all wonky on
you? You reboot! The same
goes for your brain, which

is just a really sophisticated
computing device. If you have
chronic stress, your memory
and goal-setting abilities are
negatively impacted. Taking
time to go somewhere and get
away from work can help you
feel more productive and fo-
cused when you get back.

5. Traveling might let you
sleep better.

One-third of us don’t get
enough sleep, which is linked
to heart disease, type 2 diabe-
tes and depression. Getting
away from your routine at
home, even for a weekend,
can help reset your sleep pat-
tern by disrupting any habits
that negatively affect sleep
quality, like bring your phone
to bed with you.

6. Traveling with family
improves feelings of belong-
ing.
Isolation is another factor
that isn’t helpful to mental
well-being. Traveling with
loved ones and sharing expe-
riences with them enhances
connections with them and
helps meet the need for love
and belonging.

To be beneficial, travel
doesn’t have to be extensive
or all that expensive. Even a
short getaway to Wisconsin or
a weekend downtown might
be enough to recharge your
batteries. For ideas on lo-
cal and regional outings, see
www.visitMA.com.

Can travel be stressful it-
self? You bet. But there are
also things you can do to min-
imize travel stress: Plan ahead
for whatever life throws at
you, bring all of your medi-
cations, pack healthy snacks,
stay hydrated and practice
mindfulness so you can be “in
the moment.”

Those memories are the
best souvenirs.

Teri (Dreher) Fryken-
berg, a registered nurse and
board-certified patient advo-
cate, is the founder of North-
shore Patient Advocates LLC
(NShore). She is also founder
and CEO of Nurse Advocate
Entrepreneur, which trains
medical professionals to be-
come successful private pa-
tient advocates. Teri offers
a free phone consultation to
newspaper readers as well as
to nurses interested in becom-
ing advocates.  Reach her
at  Teri@NurseAdvocateEn-
trepreneur.com.

couple of things Kim
Clemons learned well
from her late dad was,

never depend on anyone else
to support you and always
give back.

Her dad and stepmom
were great examples of giving
back by hosting an annual pig
roast with proceeds going to
the ‘Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion’. They raised thousands
of dollars, one year raising
over $20,000 which helped
many children’s dreams be-
come realities.  After her
dad passed, Kim continued
the tradition of annual pig
roasts in her backyard includ-
ing bands as entertainment
and though not for a charity,
she hosted it for neighbors,
friends and co-workers while
footing the majority of the
costs. Just the beginning of
Kim giving back.

Kim is a divorced moth-
er of two adult children who
have blessed her with four

Random Acts of
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By Barb Turcotte

grandchildren. Kim is a sur-
vivor of breast cancer and en-
dured a tough time with treat-
ments and then on the exact
day of her first anniversary of
being cancer free, she found
another lump. Luckily it was
benign and she has remained
cancer free since 2012.

Even while going through
her treatments, Kim didn’t
stop or doing for others.
She volunteered from 2013
to 2017 as the secretary on
the Board of Celebration of
Hope, a charity that annual-
ly gave money to local can-
cer charities. She was also
featured in 2014 as the face
for Celebration of Hope, ap-
pearing on the Chalice of
Salvation to focus on cancer
awareness. While holding the
position of secretary she be-
came an incredible fundraiser
orchestrating an event called
‘Big People Little Wheels.’
It consisted of adults rac-
ing anything with little

wheels from roller skates,
skate board, tricycles or big
wheels. She solicited friends
to help with various aspects
of the event and in three years
raised over $8,500. Because
of her own battle with breast
cancer she split the proceeds
between two charities, Cele-
bration of Hope and the local
breast cancer charity, Rays of
Hope.

Kim is an energetic petite
woman who isn’t afraid of
hard work whether it’s bene-
fiting others or fulfilling one
of her own dreams in life. Her
main career has been in an of-
fice environment while also
working over twenty years as
a part-time bartender, helping
her kids with their college and
maintaining a good quality of
life for herself. One of her
bartending coworkers whose
only job was bartending, was
diagnosed with cancer but
unfortunately during treat-
ments was unable to work.
Kim organized a fundraiser
which saved her from losing
her home and allowing her
to concentrate on her recov-
ery rather than the bills that
would have accumulated.

Kim doesn’t do things
for just people she knows as
you can see, her donations to
charities help people she’ll
never meet. Here’s another
example of her kindness. She

saw a woman on the side of
the road getting out of a car
and trying to position herself
in her wheelchair. As Kim
was ready to go by her real-
ized the woman had fallen on
the ground instead of into the
wheelchair. She immediately
stopped as horns were blar-
ing, jumped out of her vehicle
and helped the woman. Now
there is a true Random Act of
Kindness!

As I said, Kim works hard
to fulfil her own dreams as
well. She always wanted a
motorcycle and worked hard
to get one, which she sold
when her daughter asked her
to do that when she was mak-
ing Kim a grandmother. But
Kim still wanted to play so
she replaced the motorcycle
with a boat and now enjoys
the summer months cruising
around the lake in Otis with
family and friends. She no
longer works as a bartender
but instead will now be work-
ing part-time as a licensed
massage therapist having just
completed her schooling in
April while still working full
time. Because she did such
an incredible job during her
classes they solicited her to
be an instructor, so she’ll be
doing that as well as estab-
lishing her own business.
When she’s established she
plans on offering other cancer

survivors a massage free of
charge occasionally.

Kim’s dream is to sell
her present home then buy a
home and retire on the lake
in Otis, I have no doubt that
she’ll accomplish just that!
But one thing will never
change, Kim will always be
willing to help others and find
her own ways to do Random
Acts of Kindness.

As you can see, Random
Acts of Kindness don’t al-
ways require giving monetari-
ly, instead Random Acts of
Kindness can be lending your
expertise for a cause or just
sharing niceties with another.
I hope Kim has inspired you
to do your own kindnesses. |
know she’s volunteering her
talents to another fundraiser
happening later this year and
hopefully I'll bring you de-
tails of that in a future article.

If you'd like to share a
Random Act of Kindness sto-
ry or if this one has touched
you, please contact me at
bdt514@aol.com or 413-575-
9385. Who knows, you might
see your story, ‘Just ‘Cause’
you witnessed, you did or
maybe received something
nice being done for you. See
you soon with another Ran-
dom Act of Kindness! ~ Barb
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Editorial
Policy

Letters to the editor should be 350
words or less in length. No unsigned or
anonymous opinions will be published.
We require letter writers to include his
or her town of residence and home tele-
phone number. We must authenticate
authorship prior to publication. We re-
serve the right to edit or withhold any
submissions deemed to be libelous or
contain unsubstantiated allegations,
personal attacks, defamation of charac-
ter and offensive language. All unknown
or alleged facts and quotations offered
by the author need to cite credible, un-
biased sources. Send letters to: Editor,
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@turley.
com. The deadline for submissions is
Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy

The TIMES will gladly correct fac-
tual errors that appear in this paper and
can be substantiated. Corrections or
clarifications will always appear on the
editorial pages. To request a correction,
send information in an e-mail or mailed
communication to the editor at the
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
is published every Thursday by Turley
Publications, Inc. One year out of town
subscriptions are available at $45, out
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission of
news material, letters to the editor and
photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The TIMES
is not responsible for submitted photos.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times
welcomes readers to participate in this
year’s election campaigns by writing letters
to the editor for publication on these pages.
Letters of up to 250 words from local resi-
dents endorsing candidates on the ballot or
discussing campaign issues should be sent
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times, care of Tur-
ley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed
to krivers@turley.com. Please include a
daytime telephone number for verification
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters
must be received by noon Monday to be
considered for that Thursday’s newspaper.
No attack letters will be printed. No letters
written by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of
letters received is larger than the space
available in the newspaper, or if the letters
become repetitive, the newspaper reserves
the right to print a representative sample.
No endorsement letters will be printed in
the last edition before the election.

For more information, call the editor
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage,
the newspaper plans to print stories
about contested races for Congress, state
Senate, state House, district attorney
and Governor’s Council during the weeks
leading up to the election, as well as a
question-and-answer voters guide. In
order to ensure fairness to all candidates,
no political press releases will be printed,
nor will reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further pub-
licize their candidacy, beliefs and events
may contact advertising, 413-283-8393
about paid advertising in Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times.
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e Middle School String Ensemble

Palmer, MA 01069, at Reid’s Landing Concert

Send us in
your
announcements!

Happy Birthdays,

Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run
here free of charge, please keep it
to less than 50 words.
Please send to krivers@turley.com

Photo and caption Elaine Tyron Holdsworth
The Middle School Strings and Friends Ensemble performed for the residents of Reid’s Landing in Springfield, MA on Friday May
15, 2025 at 4 p.m.. The performance was dedicated to the memory of Helen Kidess, whoplayed with the students in the ensemble
until she was 92. She recently passed away at the age of 97.

Proud Uncle celebrates niece receiving scholarship
( . Submitted photo Peter Camyre
; Peter Camyre was excited
. | to share his niece, Layla
; | -3 King, received The
_ p 4 : . Dr. and Mrs. Anthony
- = 1 Polom scholarship for
14 - outstanding academic

achievement and

-~
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:: promise for future
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success. Presenting

the scholarship is Fran
Polom, with Minnechaug
Principal Stephen

Hale applauding in the
background.King was
one of many scholarship
recipients during “The
Evening of Recognition”
at Minnechaug Regional
High School on May 14
where students received
various awards and
scholarships.
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Shred event for a cause

Residents supported the Hampden Senior Center on May 16 during a Shred Event put
together by the Friends of Hampden Senior Citizens. ProShred, located in Wilbraham, was
brought in to help residents shred their paper products throughout the afternoon.
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Shred Event
Thank You

HAMPDEN - On Fri-
day, May 16, ProShred
came to The Hampden Se-
nior Center from Noon to
2 p.m. and assisted patrons
with their paper products.

ProShred is located in
Post Office Park in Wil-
braham and provides ser-
vices to those in need of
destroying documents or
information in a safe and
secure manner. They have
a website online which al-
lows you to view and take
advantage of their ser-
vices.

The Friends of The
Hampden Senior Citizens
sponsored this event to
give this service, free of
charge to you. Donations
were accepted and we
would like to thank all of
you for being so generous
to us.

The event was quite
busy, and at times double
lines of vehicles lined up
waiting their turn to dis-
pose of their documents.
Thank you for your pa-
tience and for coming to
support us.

I would also like to
thank all our volunteers
for their help, most board
members, and also vol-
unteers who are always
at the center to help out.
Any funds that we collect
do support the programs
at the Senior Center on an
ongoing basis.

Please watch  The
Scribe, the Hampden Se-
nior Center Newsletter,
for all events, lunches and
trips. Again, Thank you.

Joan Shea, VP The
Hampden Senior Citizens

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
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Wilbraham eyes new human resources coordinator

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - It ap-
pears as though the town of
Wilbraham has found its next
human resources coordinator.

Sophia Bletsos, of West-
field, will be hired for the role
pending successful contract
negotiations and her passing
a criminal background check.
She interviewed with the Se-
lect Board during Monday
evening’s meeting before a
motion was made to hire her.

Bletsos is currently the
HR director for the town of
Great Barrington. During her

interview in Wilbraham, she
described what led her to that
point.

“I started working in the
public sector for HR. I worked
for the small town of Suffield,
Conn.,” Bletsos said. “Then, I
worked my way through the
private sector and found my
way back into the public sec-
tor. That was also after I got a
graduate degree in industrial
organizational  psychology,
which geared me up pretty
well for a career in HR.”

According to her Linke-
dIn page, Bletsos has a strong
background in people oper-
ations, recruitment and em-

ployee engagement. She has
helped organizations stream-
line HR processes, put in
place fair and adequate hiring
practices and create positive
workplace cultures.

Bletsos said she enjoys
her work in Great Barrington,
but she is looking to relocate
for several purposes.

“They’re  great there.
There’s a couple of different
reasons I'm looking, one be-
ing that this is substantially
closer,” Bletsos said. “I did
also look at the job descrip-
tion, and it is what I’m cur-
rently doing, presently in my
role. And, I also have expe-

rience actually from work-
ing with some of the small-
er towns in the Berkshires,
working with the [town ad-
ministrator] function rath-
er than the [town manager]
function, which is how Great
Barrington is at the moment.”

When asked about an ac-
complishment she was proud
of, Bletsos said that she re-
cently finished revamping
Great Barrington’s handbook.

“I actually had to update
quite a few of our policies,”
she said.

Bletsos took great pride
in having made the handbook
more functional, especially

when it comes to making em-
ployee changes. She said the
town previously had no stan-
dardized way of doing that.
“I created a really great
form to use,” Bletsos said.
“It was very user friendly
for folks that aren’t used to
having a standardized way of
initiating change or to pay-
roll and HR. So far, it’s been
working really well. So, I'd
say I'm proud of that.”
According to Bletsos, her
belief on policy-making is to
be user friendly, so that if an
employee is struggling, they

Please see HIRE, page 13

BRIDGE from page 1

way and addressing the issues
will improve the bridge’s
safety and function.

Joined by Wilbraham Se-
lect Board Chair Sue Bunnell,
Wilbraham Select Board Vice
Chair Michael Squindo, Lud-
low Select Board Vice Chair-
person William Rosenblum,
Wilbraham Town Adminis-
trator Nick Breault and Wil-
braham DPW Superintendent
Tonya Capparello, Oliveira
presented the check on be-
half of himself, Saunders and
Puppolo. Cheryl Spinks, Pup-
polo’s legislative aide, repre-
sented him on his behalf.

Oliveira explained how
he, Saunders and Puppolo
worked together to secure
funding for this in the FY24
budget and for identifying
projects “that our commu-
nities need in order to make
repairs,” the town adminis-
trators are consulted, with
Breault and Ludlow Town

Administrator Marc Strange
having been consulted on this
one.
“They both had identified
the Cottage Ave/Miller Street
Bridge behind us as some-
thing where they could use a
little extra funding in order
to help with some of the up-
keep for a bridge that’s nearly
80 years old,” Oliveira said.
“This bridge was built in the
late 1930s, so it’s a little over
80 years old right now. Like
many of the bridges that span
the Connecticut River, the
Chicopee River, the Quaboag
River, many of these bridges
were built nearly 100 years
ago and continue to be bridg-
es that need tender loving
care.”

Oliveira noted bridges
throughout the state--includ-
ing small bridges--have had
some deemed below “what
they should be in order to op-
erate.”

“That’s why we are con-
stantly looking at ways in

order to uplift Chapter 90
Funding, which goes back to
our cities and towns in order
to help with the maintenance
of these bridges as well,” Ol-
iveira said.

Oliveira added the Cot-
tage Avenue Bridge, in par-
ticular, is ‘“extraordinarily
important because this bridge
connects Wilbraham and the
town of Ludlow on this side
with access to Route 20” and
he utilizes the bridge himself
along with his sister who lives
on Chapin Street.

“But, it’s also a public
safety issue. I'm glad to see
members of the fire and safe-
ty, police department, in Wil-
braham that are here because
if you have an emergency
in the town of Ludlow and
you’re trying to get to Wing
Memorial, you need to uti-
lize this bridge and it can be
a matter of minutes that can
save someone’s life,” Oliveira
said. “So, ensuring that this
bridge continues to remain

open for commerce between
both communities, but also
for public safety is essential.
Ludlow, Wilbraham, work
closely together--their first
responders support Ludlow,
our first responders in Lud-
low support Wilbraham--we
need this bridge to remain
open and in repair.”

After Bunnell thanked Ol-
iveira, Breault also expressed
his thanks on behalf of Wil-
braham.

“Just thank you because
every bit helps. It is not a
small amount to the towns
when you look at our budgets
trying to make sure we can
fund this important bridge
and other infrastructures,’
Breault said. “So, we’re very
happy, very grateful and
thank you very much.”

Rosenblum also expressed
his gratitude on behalf of Lud-
low and noted the increases in
Chapter 90 Funding.

“Which is much needed,
especially for both projects

and, also, we actually have
a smaller bridge by the fire
department that needs taking
care of,” Rosenblum said. “So
we’re happy on behalf of Lud-
low, very happy and thankful
for this and also for the boost
in Chapter 90 Funding.”

Oliveira ended his remarks
reflecting on the legislators
advocating for adding more
buckets to help Western Mass
communities along with addi-
tional money for Chapter 90
to address miles of roadways
in need of help.

“So, that additional Chap-
ter 90 Funding, as well as new
pockets of funding for things
like culvert repairs and those
smaller bridge projects, are
essential for our small towns
in Western Massachusetts,”
Oliveira said. “So, your legis-
lators have heard each one of
you loud and clear when you
come knocking on our doors
asking for changes in Chapter
90 Funding.”

HISTORICAL
WILBRAHAM from page 1

Plant Sale

Things haven’t change
much in some ways. I read in
a recent Sunday Republican
that the Wilbraham Garden
Club was planning a recent
plant sale. Just as their prede-
cessors did when the Garden
Club joined with the Stony
Hill PTA to hold a plant and
food sale on Saturday May
13. 1967 in Crane Park. Mrs.
Richard Trepp and Mrs. Ho-
mer Henley were co-chairs of
the plant sale; Mrs. Richard
Bloom was in charge of the
food sale.

There was good news for
youth sports boosters back
then. Three hundred boys,
age 9 to 14, signed up to play
baseball that summer, thus
far, in the Wilbraham Sum-
mer Baseball League. If they
missed it, another sign-up
was scheduled for that Tues-
day in the St. Cecilia Social
Hall.

And families at St. Ce-
cilia’s were planning a big
family picnic from noon to 6
p-m.at Spec Pond. The year
before the picnic garnered
600 attendees. They were
hoping to break that record
and had planned a program of
sports and games for children
and some surprise entertain-
ment to interest all ages. John
Cauley was chairman assisted
by my old friend Larry Mad-
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ASSORTED PORK CHOPS.... 5] 88

den, Jr., Joe Allen, Robert
Clark, Paul Cambo and Ste-
phen Joyce.

St.  Cecilia’s  Catholic
Women’s Club installed their
new slate of officers in May
at the Hampden House in
Hampden. President, Mrs.
Joseph Mell; Vice President
Mrs. Thomas Garrow; Re-
cording Secretary, Mrs. How-
ard Laduke, Treasurer, Mrs.
John LeBlanc and Corre-
sponding Secretary Mrs. John
Connor.

Memorial Day activities
were also being planned.
The Polish-American Veter-
ans were planning to march
in the PAV State Convention
Parade in Southbridge on
June 4. Buses transported the
group and their families from
the PAV Hall to the parade
site. Participants were told to
wear their summer uniforms.

The Wilbraham Board of
Selectmen put out a call to
townspeople to display the
American flag on Memorial
Day. Their statement read,
“In this way we may honor all
veterans both living and dead
and fighting men in Vietnam
and stationed at other bas-
es throughout the world and
our veterans of all wars who
have sacrificed their lives to
make our country safe from
all forms of tyranny. We as
Americans should pray that
we have the strength and men
who have been willing to sac-
rifice their lives so that we
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may live in peace.”
War and Remembrances

Members of American Le-
gion Posts 286 and 418 dec-
orated graves of veterans and
placed wreaths at monuments
in preparation of Memori-
al Day Services in Glendale
Methodist Cemetery conduct-
ed by Rev. Robert Morgan,
pastor.

All this was taking place
by World War II and Koren
War veterans while their sons
and the next generation were
fighting in Vietnam. Mean-
while Hanoi in North Viet-
nam was being bombed by
American warplanes.

And, does this sound fa-
miliar in the Middle East?
The Six-Day War between
Israel and Arab nations be-
gan. Israeli forces moved into
the Sinai Desert and Jordan,
captured the old city of Jeru-
salem, gained control of the
Sinai Peninsula approaches to
the Suez Canal and penetrat-
ed into Syria.

Back home there was
some excitement on Boston
Road. A good part of North
Wilbraham knew about it
when truck driver James F.
Faulkner, 26, of Indianap-
olis, Ind. stopped in for a
coffee that Thursday after-
noon. Faulkner’s big truck rig
struck (overhead) wires lead-
ing to the Sunset Restaurant
on Boston Road, as he pulled
in, pulling other utility wires
down across the heavily trav-
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Wilbraham news clippings from a May 1967 issue of the

Springfield Morning Union.

eled Route 20. Electricity and
phone service were knocked
out until emergency crews ar-
rived to repair the damage in
the heavy rain. Sgt. John Chr-
zanowski investigated.
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Community Theater

Not everything was sol-
emn, patriotic and respectful
around Memorial Day. The
fifth anniversary party and
election of the Wilbraham
Community Theater was held
Thursday night May 25 at
the Polish American Veterans
Hall. Plans were announced
for a summer theater project.
Mrs. Flora Cowels was elect-
ed president; Bill Poleri was
elected vice president. War-
ren Newhouse, the outgoing
president, was honored. Plans
were made and a casting call
was made to hold two one-act
plays that summer. “A Phoe-
nix to Frequent” by Christo-
pher Fry and “A Tiny Closet”
by William Inge.

A sneak preview of the
one-act play that the commu-
nity theatre would present in
competition at the New En-
gland Theater Conference at
Brandeis University in June
(1967) was given, directed by
Mrs. Claire Peltier.

The theater
Broadway was busy that
Spring. Thornton Wilder’s
“The Eighth Day” was pro-
duced on Broadway. Along

world on

with “The Homecoming” by
Harold Pinter. Arthur Mill-
er’s “The Price” earned raves.
In the world of literature
William Styron wrote “The
Confessions of Nat Turner”.
Langston Hughes, famous
African-American poet, died.

Equality of the sexes were
evident in Wilbraham back
in the 60s. While the Men’s
Club of United Church were
to hold a chicken barbecue
on the last Saturday of May,
The Women’s Guild of the
church would be conducting
a food sale from noon until
7:30 p.m. on the green at the
church. Co-chairs Mrs. John
Getchell and Mrs. Douglas
Dickie said a large variety of
food items would be sold.

In world news The Peo-
ple’s Republic of China
exploded its first hydro-
gen bomb. In sports, Micky
Mantle of the Yankees hit his
500th career homerun.

Historic Tales

History buffs and those
who like learning about the
“old days” should get a copy
of historian Dave Bourcier’s
new glossy book, “Historic
Tales of Wilbraham”. Dave is
the retired fire chief and presi-
dent of the Atheneum Society
of Wilbraham who operates
The Old Meeting House Mu-
seum in the center of town.
Dave, with a passion of local
history, is the person who
publishes the “Wilbraham
Historical Tidbits” website.
I've had a look at his book
and it lives up to its name,
“Historical Tales” with enter-
taining stories about our town.
You can purchase the book in
the Old Meeting House Gift
Shop and the Friends of Wil-
braham Seniors are also tak-
ing orders for it.

Sources:  Excerpts from
the Springfield Morning
Union by Ethel Bennett. “The
Timetables of History” by
Bernard Grun, a Touchstone
Book published by Simon &
Schuster.

Editor Emeritus Charlie
Bennett is a member of the
Historic Commission and a
trustee of the Wilbraham Ath-
eneum Society. Readers can
contact him with comments or
ideas for the column at cben-
nett4765 @ charter.net.
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BYLAW from page 1

owner and no zoning bylaw
restrictions on bedrooms or
number of occupants, with
the only thing applied being
building codes. Short-term
rentals, however, would be re-
stricted and ADUs are limited
to one per lot.

This proposal had gone
through three public hearings
with the Planning Board ear-
lier this year before being rec-
ommended by the members.

Planning Board
Presentation

Planning Board Chair
James Rooney explained an
ADU is “a smaller, self-con-
tained housing unit located on
the same lot as another home”
and is “a separate resident
dwelling, sometimes called
an accessory apartment, gran-
ny flat or in-law suite” and

can be “internal, attached
or detached from the main
house.”

“ADU s are called accesso-
ry apartments under Wilbra-
ham’s current zoning bylaw,”
Rooney said.

Rooney said the bylaw
was first adopted in 1994 and
had allowed attached accesso-
ry units up to 700 square feet
by special permit from the
Planning Board.

“The current bylaw re-
quires that accessory apart-
ments be occupied by family
of the property owner and
the owner has to reside on
the premises,” Rooney said.
“Since 1994, the Planning
Board has approved construc-
tion of 33 accessory apart-
ments through the special
permit process.”

The August 2024 passage
of the Affordable Homes Act
required all communities “to
allow attached and detached
ADUs by-right up to 900
square feet.”

“Cities and towns have no
choice but to allow ADUs as
defined in the law,” Rooney
said.

After  reviewing  the
board’s  public  hearings,
Rooney added the proposed
bylaw “is intended to address
the new state law and pro-

"

Planning Board Clerk

Tracey Plantier talks about
how neighbors talk about
concerns and come to
resolutions at Planning Board
meetings.

vide general guidelines for
ADUs.”

The site plan approval,
meanwhile, would be the
process “where the Plan-
ning Board reviews a project
through a hearing process and
notification of abutters.”

“For ADUs, the review
criteria is limited to check-
ing for conformance with
the ADU bylaw standards,”
Rooney said.

Those standards include
900 square feet or less, com-
plete, separate housekeeping
unit from principal dwell-
ing, meeting dimensional
requirements applicable to
single-family dwellings, ade-
quate water and sewer/septic,
compliance with stormwater
requirements, no more than
one ADU per lot and no short-
term rentals.

On the difference between
site plan approval and the spe-
cial permit process, Rooney
said a special permit ‘“re-
quired a supermajority of the
Planning Board” through four
out of five members voting
for it, while site plan approval
is a majority vote.

“Special permits were dis-
cretionary and the board had
brought authority to deny. A
site plan review is non-dis-
cretionary if the application
meets bylaw requirements. It
must be approved,” Rooney
said.

A site plan review, he
added, would also create a

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Karen Romano shares her
thoughts on ADUs.

public review process “for a
use that affects single-fami-
ly neighborhoods” and allow
the town to “carefully review
ADU proposals to make sure
they meet required minimum
standards.”

Resident Comments

The comments and ques-
tions from residents varied on
a wide range of topics from
loss of local control, concerns
that ADUs might not do what
the states purport of them and
raise rents and lock up starter
homes, impact on the town’s
character and taxes to want-
ing more time to review and
site plan review concerns.

Karen Romano said there’s
“a valid use for ADUSs,” refer-
ring to her elderly father and
her son with complex special
needs that could benefit from
properties like this.

Her biggest concern was
on the site plan review, won-
dering why abutters needed
notice if there was a checklist
of requirements.

“Do they know whether
or not I’'m going to have suf-
ficient septic system? I just
don’t know what my neigh-
bors are going to speak to
with regards to the ADU if
I’'m following what the state
says and I'm following those
check-off lists that you said
that we would be discussing
at the site plan review,” Ro-
mano said.

Rooney replied the board
understood that and how this
is “a first step in the process”
and agreed on this having ma-
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Eleanor Gaynor, who served
as a Planning Board member
in Chicopee in the past,
shares her perspective.

jor impacts as another resi-
dent spoke about.

“What we’re trying to do
is gradually bring the town to
this system. We could have
gone into a system where
there was no site plan re-
view and we don’t think that
that’s what this town needs.
This is a first step,” Rooney
said. “This ADU bylaw will
probably change very soon.
Again, the attorney gener-
al hasn’t finished all of the
wording that they want. They
don’t even know what they’re
trying to do, but for a com-
munity that has traditionally
been single-family, this is a
huge impact and it gives the
town the ability to understand
what’s going on.”

After Rooney added how
an ADU was never denied
in town and abutters learned
more about their neighbors
with no problems coming up
over these, Romano respond-
ed with this.

“If there’s a good chance
that this bylaw is going to
change in the near future as
you just said, then perhaps
passing it tonight doesn’t
make a whole lot of sense,”
Romano said.

“Right now, we have no
bylaw,” Rooney said.

After receiving clarifica-
tion on why the family mem-
ber restriction was removed,
Patrick Kiernan expressed
concern about the state
“weighing in on local mat-
ters,” calling it unfortunate.

“The reality is if we don’t

Matt Villamaino asks
questions about the bylaw’s
impact on condominiums in
Wilbraham.

do something though, we’re
worse off because what this
allows us to do is to have some
protection in place as opposed
to no protection in place. If
we table this--or if we vote no
tonight--that means between
now and whenever we revis-
it this, you could come in as
a real estate investor and do
whatever the heck you want
as long as you’re complying
with Massachusetts laws,”
Kiernan said. “So I would en-
courage everyone not to table
it, not to vote no, but to have
some protections in place to
allow some local control over
the unfortunate position the
Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts placed us in.”

Select Board Vice Chair
Michael Squindo--speaking
as a resident--said he was
torn, having attended the
board’s public hearings and
shared his concerns about the
site plan review as well.

“But, I do think there are
valid parts of this bylaw hav-
ing attended your meetings
such as limiting to one ADU
per site so it doesn’t become a
small town on each property,”
Squindo said.

On Squindo’s question
about the attorney gener-
al’s cautions offered relative
to site plan review, Rooney
shared the attorney general
had approved several commu-
nities with site plan review.

“I don’t know, specifically,
if there’s going to be--we’re
probably hedging our bets-
-but there will be,” Rooney

said. “Even if the Attorney
General was to strike a word
or two or a phrase, it wouldn’t
lessen the site plan review or
the bylaw.”

Planning Board Member
Bradley Gregory--also speak-
ing as a resident--had voted
against the bylaw but had
things about it he supported.
He focused on the bylaw’s
outcomes through framing
in the context of the housing
crisis.

“What that means is in
Wilbraham, roughly 50%
of people who rent in town
are cost-burdened, meaning
they spend more than 30%
of their income on housing,
and of all of you homeown-
ers--1 know that one in four
of you are cost-burdened with
your housing payments--that
means you’re spending more
than 30% of income on hous-
ing,” Gregory said. “My goal
is to try to make it easier for
you to have options to have
affordable housing here in
town and ADUs seem like a
good, gentle option for a com-
munity like ours. Because as a
senior, you can downsize into
your backyard or you may
have a student coming back
home from college that needs
a starting house that’s cheap.”

Frank Ludwig, who lives
in a condo, provided these
thoughts after Matt Villa-
maino asked about the by-
law’s impact on condomini-
ums earlier.

“That may come under
different federal or state reg-
ulations than under sepa-
rate dwellings. Number one,
we’re not allowed to have any
attachments, we have bylaws,
we have a template that was
set up by the state of Massa-
chusetts and in that, we can
do certain things,” Ludwig
said. “But, to have an ADU
or something like that would
probably never be allowed
within our condo, so may-
be condos have to be looked
separately than normal dwell-
ings.”

After final comments, Ar-
ticle 33 passed by majority
vote.

EXPANSION from page 1

ular operational hours are
Monday through Friday, from
8 am. to 4 p.m.

“I think it’s a really im-
portant point; volunteer reten-
tion and enhancing new mem-
ber applications,” Barba said.
“Right now, you go into the
station, and you’ll find gear
on the ground. There are no
spots. We utilize every inch of
that station. We have people
who have to climb over other
people’s gear to get to their
gear. This will enable us to
actually attract people, have
people wanting to come in.”

When the station opened
more than 60 years ago, it
sat on 3,200 square feet. Ad-
ditions in 1980 and 2011
brought the square footage up
to around 5,000 square feet.

Barba said on May 12 that
the new project would in-
crease the square footage by
about another 5,000 square
feet.

He expressed that the ad-
dition is necessary because
between 1964 and 2022, the
number of homes in town
increased by 160% while the
number of calls for service
rose by 702%.

At the station, the emer-
gency egress through the
apparatus bay is extremely

narrow and does not have the
minimum width required by
code.

Barba noted that the pro-
cess began in 2018 when the
fire department proposed a
small expansion on the back
of the station because a new
tanker was needed.

At that point, the Select-
board asked for a study to
be completed on the station,
which was done by Mitchell
Associates.

“The study was extensive,”
Barba said. “It was 200-some
odd pages. We brought all
that information back to the
town. At that point, the num-
bers they came back with in
2020 were around $6-13 mil-
lion, and $13 million was a
completely brand-new station
on land to be determined.”

A couple years went by,
and the town decided to get
a second opinion, and Tecton
Architects were hired. The
firm provided three different
proposals in 2023, ranging
from $6-10 million. Then, in
2024, the Building Commit-
tee was created and charged
with figuring out how to best
approach a rebuild.

Over the past year, the
town has worked with a new
firm — Saccoccio & Associ-
ates, which led to the May 12
presentation.

“We now have a project
in front of everybody here
tonight for your consider-
ation that addresses safety
and space. You’ll hear those
phrases come up a lot tonight,
but it’s safety and space,”
Barba said.

Ed Madison, the retired
Longmeadow fire chief, lives
in Hampden and spoke at the
May 12 meeting in support of
the project. He spoke about
his familiarity with the sta-
tion.

“With what we ask these
people to do, the facilities
that we give them are abso-
lutely atrocious,” Madison
said. “I’ve gone to the sta-
tion to train with them, and
we can’t even train the whole
department at one given time.
There’s not enough room in
the station. They can’t fit the
apparatus in appropriately.”

Madison continued to note
that there is ‘“absolutely no
place for contamination.”

“Our folks are going
home contaminated, bring-
ing cancer-causing agents to
their families,” Madison said.
“We need to provide them the
proper facilities. These folks
are willing to put it on the line
for us each and every day on a
volunteer basis. The least we
can do is give them the facili-
ties to do it.”

e Overgrown property?
e Excavator Services * Extreme Brush Cutting!
e Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal * Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
e Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand * Storm Clean-up ¢ Small Demo ¢ Insured

Current

Proposed

A screen capture showing the current size of the Hampden Fire Station and what the proposed

size would look like.

Town Moderator
Richard Green
looks on as
Hampden Fire
Department

Lt. Mark Barba
explains the
proposed project
for the fire
station.
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Falcons
softball

falls to
South
Hadley

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WILBRAHAM—Back on
April 22, South Hadley senior
righthander Isabella Schaef-
fer struck out 16 Minnechaug
batters, but the Lady Falcons
came away with a 5-1 non-
league road win.

When the two varsity soft-
ball teams battled each other
in another non-league game
on May 16, Schaeffer and
her teammates spoiled Min-
nechaug’s senior day celebra-
tion with a 7-5 victory.

“Minnechaug beat us on
our homefield earlier in the
regular season,” Schaeffer
said. “It feels very good to
beat them in today’s game.”

Schaeffer, who’s one of
the best high school softball
pitchers in Western Massa-
chusetts, allowed five runs
(four earned) on four base
hits in her second start of the
regular season against the
Lady Falcons. She also had
13 strikeouts and issued two
walks.

Three days earlier, Schaef-
fer recorded her 1,000th ca-
reer strikeout in a 4-0 shut-
out victory at Pittsfield High
School.

“Reaching 1,000 strike-
outs was something that I
thought about doing when I
first joined the varsity soft-
ball team, but I didn’t think I
would be able to achieve it,”
Schaeffer said. “It was a very
memorable day for me.”

Schaeffer, who has more
than 200 K’s this season, will
be a member of the Westfield
State University softball team
next year.

“I'm very excited about
playing softball at Westfield
State,” she said. “I’'m look-
ing forward to continuing my
softball career at the college
level.”

Before moving to the next
level, Schaeffer is hoping to
help South Hadley (11-5)
win a Western Mass. Class B
tournament game for the first
time. The Lady Tigers have
lost in the Western Mass.
quarterfinals the past three
seasons.

South Hadley was also
ranked eighth in the latest
MIAA Division 4 state power
rankings.

A year ago, the Lady Ti-
gers began the state tour-
nament with back-to-back
shutouts against Cohasset and
Amesbury before losing at
Tyngsborough in the Elite 8.

The Lady Tigers haven’t
missed a beat this spring since
Ariana Williams replaced Ju-
nior Perez as the varsity soft-
ball coach at the end of April.

“This is the first time that
I’ve been a varsity coach, and
I really thought it would be a
lot harder than it has been,”
said Williams, who graduat-
ed from South Hadley High
School in 2016. “The team
is now 6-1 since I took over.
All the players are very good,
and we also have outstanding
pitcher.”

The Lady Falcons (5-12)
won’t be one of the teams
competing in the Division
2 state tournament, but they
were ranked sixth in the
Western Mass. Class A. pow-
er rankings.

“If the Western Mass.

Please see FALCONS,
page 12

Aiden Rodrigues sends a throw back
to the infield after making a catch.

Middle innings

offense leads
e ‘ .

Falcons to win

WILBRAHAM - The
Minnechaug Regional High
School baseball team cele-
brated its Senior Night Game
last Tuesday evening at Spec
Pond. Under the lights, Min-
| nechaug scored two in the
fourth and three in the fifth to
overcome single runs scored
by the Warriors in four dif-
ferent innings for a 5-4 win.
The Falcons are 10-8 and will
qualify for the state tourna-
ment this season. Alexander

re r-\-;._.__

_._u.v ' 5, g ..‘
o e Savlick had a hit and an RBI
= o o for the Falcons and Sam Przy-
Sam Przybyl sends a pitch home in the third i mnmg """'_"""ﬁs P byl pitched 5 1-3 innings e
i, e o TR

‘go the win.
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. Bryce Barlow

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Ben Daniels goes for an out at first base.

\_)

Evan Liverseidge fouls off a pitch.

sends throw
- to first.

The Falcons picked up a win over
Wahconah last Tuesday evening.

Falcons complete regular season with three straight wins

WILBRAHAM - Last Tuesday
night, the Minnechaug Regional
High School girls lacrosse team had
its final home match of the regu-

lar season, defeating Leominster of
Central Mass. 14-11 and capping
off a three-game winning streak
and improve to 7-11 on the season.

Minnechaug was still on the outside
of the playoff picture, though the
power rankings did not reflect Min-
nechaug’s seven win of the season.

The Falcons were No. 35 in the pow-
er rankings as of May 23.

ey e © e

Aubrey Stachowicz circles around after
recovering the ball.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli Ella Sarno surveys the offensive end.

Peyton Lee hustles up the field after a defensive recovery.
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Mutiny opens up regular season with victory

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—]Just like they
did a year ago, the New En-
gland Mutiny didn’t have
very much trouble dispatch-
ing the Maine Footy in the
season opener.

Led by Avery Klin-
gensmith, who scored a pair
of second half goals, the Mu-
tiny began the 2025 campaign
with a 4-1 victory before a
large crowd at Lusitano Sta-
dium on Saturday, May 17.
The match came to an end
during the 73rd minute due to
a severe thunderstorm.

“We had a very success-
ful season last year and we’re
looking forward to picking up
right where we left off,” said
Avery Klingensmith, who
graduated from Belchertown
High School in 2022. “We
do have a lot of returners and
several new players this sea-
son. We always play very well
in front of our home fans.”

The Mutiny, who finished
the 2024 regular season with
a perfect 8-0 record, began
last season with a 3-1 win
versus the Footy. Their only
loss came last July against
the Santa Clarita Blue Heat,
3-2, in a penalty shootout in
the U.W.S. National Finals in
Buffalo, New York.

Klingensmith, who was an
All-American soccer player
in high school, will be wrap-
ping up her collegiate soccer
career at American Univer-
sity, which is in Washington
D.C,, in the fall. She was se-
lected to the Patriot League
Women’s Soccer Academic
All-League Team in 2024.

“Being a member of a
quality soccer team like this
one helps me prepare for
my college season,” Klin-
gensmith said. “My college
soccer team finished with a
.500 record last season and
we’re hoping to make the
NCAA Division 1 Tourna-
ment this year. American
University is also a very good
school academically.”

Klingensmith was one of
the Mutiny starting midfield-
ers in the season opener

There are four other play-
ers from Western Massachu-
setts listed on this year’s Mu-
tiny roster.

“It’s always great to have
a Western Mass. presence on
the team,” said Klingensmith,
who’s beginning her fourth
season with the Mutiny. “It’s
a lot of fun being teammates
with them on this team.”

Aida Name, who was
one of Klingensmith’s high
school teammates, is another
returning player listed on the
Mutiny roster. Name, who
lives in Chicopee, was a start-
ing defender against Maine.

Another starter was Ken-
dall Bodak, who graduated
from Monson High School.
She was also selected as an
All-American player by the
United Soccer Coaches in
high school. She’ll be a soph-

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Abbey Jones guides a pass by an opponent.

omore member of the wom-
en’s soccer team at Clemson
University in the fall.

Bodak, who’s a forward,
was listed on the Mutiny ros-
ter a year ago, but she didn’t
play in any matches.

“It’s an honor to be a
member of this soccer team,”
Bodak said. “It’s also fun be-
ing teammates with the other
players from Western Mass.”

One of Bodak’s team-
mates at Monson High School
was Tennessee Murphy, who
currently attends The Loomis
Chaffee School in Windsor,
Connecticut. Murphy was
also selected as an All-Amer-
ican soccer player last fall.
She entered the season open-
ing match for the first time as
a defender at the start of the
second half.

Another local player on
the Mutiny roster is Olivia
Crespo, who graduated from
Ludlow High School. She’ll
be entering her senior season
at Franklin Pierce University.

For the first time since the
Mutiny started playing home
games in Ludlow, Hope San-
taniello wasn’t listed on the
opening day roster.

Santaniello, who was an
All-American soccer player
at Agawam High School, is
currently playing for a pro-

fessional women’s soccer
team in Iceland.
Alexis Legowski, who

was another member of last
year’s Mutiny squad from
South Hadley, is playing for
a professional soccer team in
Poland,

The Mutiny head coach is
Federico Molinari, who also
coaches the Western Mass.
Pioneers.

“It’s always nice to start
the season with a win,” Mo-
linari said. “I thought we
played much better in the
second half than we did in the
first half.”

The Mutiny pretty much
dominated the first half, but
the match remained scoreless
until the 43rd minute.

That’s when Laci Lewis
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Laci Lewis makes her way up
the field

Kendall Bodak keeps play moving forward.

sent a crossing pass from the
right side into the middle of
the box where the ball was
headed into the back of the
net by Taylor Jenkins giving
the Mutiny a 1-0 lead.

Lewis and Jenkins were
teammates on the UConn
women’s soccer team last
year.

There are a total of six
UConn women'’s soccer play-
ers listed on this year’s Muti-
ny roster.

UConn head coach Mar-
garet Rodriguez is a former
Mutiny player.

Klingensmith netted her
first goal of the season during
the 56th minute.

It was assisted by Kate
Howarth, who played in her
first match for the Mutiny
since 2019.

Howarth began playing
for the Mutiny in 2012. After
playing for the Boston Break-
ers in 2013, Howarth returned
to the Mutiny side as the team
captain in 2014.

Following the 2019 sea-
son, Howarth, who’s the
Mutiny’s  all-time leading
goal scorer and points lead-
er, signed with the Orlando
Pride, who’s a member of the
National Women’s Soccer
League.

Howarth has been side-
lined with a leg injury during
the past couple of years, but is
healthy again this year.

“It felt very nice to put
this jersey on again,” How-
arth said. “The environment
here is outstanding and I love
playing for this team. It’s a lot
of fun.”

Joe Ferrara, who’s the
owner and Managing Direc-
tor of the Mutiny, was glad to
see Howarth back on the field
again.

“It’s very special having
Kate play for us again,” Fer-
rara said. “She’s one of the
best players in the history of
this club.”

The duo of Howarth and
Klingensmith hooked up
again eight minutes later.

The Footy got on the
scoreboard following a goal
from Ava Feeley during the
70th minute.

Just before the referee
stopped the match, Bodak
netted her first goal in a Muti-
ny uniform.

Abbey Jones was credited
with the assist.

The Mutiny will have a
week off before hosting Ole’
Eagles, who are a new U.W.S.
squad at 7 p.m. on May 31.

Pioneers up regular season with pair of wins

LUDLOW - Ahead of
their home opener on Friday,
May 23, the Western Mass.
Pioneers played their first two
regular season games in the

USL-2 League. On Thursday,
May 15, the Pioneers defeated
Boston City 9-0, then defeated
Albany Rush on Monday, May
19 6-0. There was no shortage

of offense for the Pioneers as
they geared up for their home
opener against Seacoast Unit-
ed Phantoms. Following that
matchup, the Pioneers are

headed for Boston to play the
Bolts on Tuesday, June 3 at 7
p.m. Their next home game is
Friday, June 6 at 7:30 p.m. at
Luistano Stadium.

Bryan Litz
Parks & Recreation
Director

emorial School,
the 50,000
square foot Town

of Wilbraham building,
brings up more questions
than answers over recent

This week in recreation

ing Utilization Committee
is dedicated to optimize
the use of the Town-owned
properties to meet the cur-
rent and future needs of
our community. Our mis-
sion is to assess facilities,
identify opportunities for
improvement, and recom-
mend cost effective solu-
tions

years.
Some res- to in-
idents re- crease
call fond f.u nc-
memories Flonal-
of going ity and
to school Recreation effi-
at  Me- o —— ciency
morial, through
others are collgb-
aware of - pht: oration

and spend with

the building
time there with some of
the recreational offerings
that still occupy various
space in the building, oth-
ers are not familiar with
the building at all.

Memorial School
was built in 1950, run as
a school for the Hamp-
den Wilbraham Region-
al School District from
1950 to 2010. Memorial
served as home for Cathe-
dral High School (which
is now Pope Francis High
School) until the end of
the school year in 2016.
From 2016 to the present,
the building has served as
the home of many of our
recreational offerings,
from pickleball to basket-
ball to wrestling to class-
es/clinics.

Recently, I have had
the pleasure of giving
tours of Memorial School
and the grounds to various
groups. It was fascinating
to listen to the members
of these groups discuss
the building, its current
state, and the potential for
what the building could
become.

Currently the town has
tasked the Building Utili-
zation Subcommittee with
the following mission:

The Wilbraham Build-

town officials, stakehold-
ers, and residents. The
committee will strive to
ensure that Wilbraham’s
properties effectively
serve the community of
Wilbraham.

Since the school has
closed its doors in 2010,
the Town has discussed/
debated the future of the
school. Some are in fa-
vor of selling the 40 or so
acres including the build-
ing and moving on from
the school, others would
like to see it kept as a town
building and renovated.
The discussion has oc-
curred for over 15 years,
and continues on to this
day. By February 2026
the Building Utilization
Subcommittee will pres-
ent their recommenda-
tions to the Select Board.

What the future holds
for Memorial School, that
is the great unknown, but
it certainly has folks with-
in the Parks & Recreation
community on the edge of
our seats.

NOTE: For more infor-
mation on all of the pro-
grams we currently offer
at Memorial School and
other facilities, please vis-
it Wilbrahamrec.com.

HoopHall announces
college series

PHOENIX - Position
Sports, in partnership with
the Naismith Basketball
Hall of Fame, announced
the field for the 2025 Hall
of Fame Series Baltimore
at the CFG Bank Arena on
Monday, Nov. 3. This marks
the Hall of Fame’s return
to Charm City following
last year’s successful debut
event.

The Baltimore double-
header will feature com-
pelling local matchups that
celebrate the region’s rich
basketball heritage. Head-
lining the night, Maryland
will face Coppin State—lo-
cated 30 and 3 miles from
CFG Bank Arena, respec-
tively—while Towson takes
on Loyola Maryland, situat-
ed just 10 and 6 miles away.
These regional matchups
promise an electric atmo-
sphere and a can’t-miss
night of college basketball.

“Returning to Balti-
more for a second year
demonstrates the growing

excitement around the Hall
of Fame Series and the re-
gion’s passion for college
basketball,” said Melissa
Meacham-Grossman, Pres-
ident of Position Sports.
“With Maryland headlining
alongside respected local
programs like Coppin State,
Towson, and Loyola, this
event highlights the incred-
ible basketball tradition in
and around Baltimore. It’s
an honor to partner with the
Naismith Basketball Hall of
Fame to bring these match-
ups back to the world-class
CFG Bank Arena.”

Fans can sign up for
presale information now at
HOFSeries.com.  Further
details regarding ticketing,
game time, broadcast cover-
age, and media credentials
for the event will be shared
at a later date.

The Hall of Fame Se-
ries, owned and operated

Please see HOOPHALL,
page 13

FALCONS from page 11

tournament started today, we
would be playing Agawam in
the quarterfinals,” said Min-
nechaug head coach Molly
Cole. “We lost a close game
at Agawam last week. I'm
hoping we can beat them if
we do face them again.”

The three Minnechaug se-
niors, who were honored in
a ceremony held before the
start of the game, are catcher
Angelina Cross, right fielder
Ava Peabody, and Abby Pey-
man, who’s sidelined with an
injury.

“I wish the outcome
would’ve been a little bit dif-
ferent in today’s game,” said
Cole said. “The three seniors

are very special and we’re
going to miss them dearly.
We’re hoping Abby can re-
turn for the playoffs.”

Schaeffer struck out five
of the first nine batters that
she faced.

Minnechaug sophomore
righty Abigail Camire also
pitched well during the first
three frames.

She didn’t record any
strikeouts during that stretch,
but the defense did make a
couple of outstanding plays.
Overall, Camire gave up sev-
en runs (two earned) nine
base hits.

One of those plays were
made by sophomore shortstop
Veronica Ouimet, who made
a diving stop on a ground ball

headed towards center field
for the final out of the first
inning.

The Lady Tigers first base
runner was sophomore third
baseman Grace Matyszewski,
who reached first base follow-
ing a fielding error leading off
the top of the third inning.

The visiting team put three
runs on the center field score-
board in their next at-bats.

Eighth  grade second
baseman Samantha LaFlesh
drove home the first run with
a groundball single into cen-
terfield with two outs. Then
Matyszewski  hit  another
ground ball to the third base-
man, which should’ve been
the third out, but two more
runs crossed the plate follow-

ing a throwing error.

Minnechaug battled back
in the bottom half of the
fourth inning.

Freshman first baseman
Kaelyn Dionne put down a
bunt and she was safe at first
base following an overthrow.
After Cross drew a walk, Wil-
liams decided to intentionally
walk Ouimet, which loaded
the bases. Then Peabody hit a
pop-up single to shallow right
field scoring two runs.

The Lady Falcons took a
4-3 lead when junior center-
fielder Aezlin Rost doubled to
center scoring two more runs.

“I'm proud that we were
able to battle back in today’s
game,” Cole said. “Giving up
the lead right away is one of

our problems that we’ve been
having this season.”

It didn’t take the Lady Ti-
gers very long to retake the
lead.

Junior centerfielder Karli
Carmody, who began the top
of the fifth with an infield hit,
scored the tying run on a wild
pitch.

After loading the bases,
Samantha LaFlesh reached
on a fielder’s choice which
scored the go-ahead run.

A fielding error brought
home the Lady Tigers sixth
run.

Ouimet did close the
gap to 6-5 by hitting a laser
shot over the left field fence
leading off the bottom of the
sixth. It was her third home

run of the season, but the first
one she hit at home.

Peabody followed with a
single down the left field line
before advancing to second
base on a wild pitch.

Schaeffer retired the next
batter on a foul pop-up caught
by sophomore catcher Ryley
McMahon before ending the
threat with a pair of strike-
outs.

McMahon, who singled
to center leading off the top
of the seventh inning, scored
an insurance run on an RBI
single by eighth grade right
fielder Sienna LaFlesh.

Schaeffer didn’t allow the
Lady Falcons to make another
comeback, as she struck out
the side in the seventh inning.
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Monthly Highlights at the Hampden Senior Center:

HAMPDEN - The follow-
ing programs will occur at the
senior center on Allen Street
in the coming weeks.

Do you have Parkinson’s
Disease or know someone
who does?

PWR! Moves Group Ex-
ercise Classes with Lisa
Kern, OT, Reiki Master| Ho-
listic Therapist

A Parkinson-specific exer-
cise class that “makes func-
tion exercise” to keep you
moving and doing more of
what you want to do! As you
practice, you will be chal-
lenged physically and cogni-
tively while working on fit-
ness goals: strength, balance,
agility, aerobics, and flexibil-
ity.

Exercises are designed to
improve your fitness, coun-
teract your PD symptoms,
and increase your daily ac-
tivity. This whole-body func-
tion-focused exercise class
will push you to do more than
you think you can in a fun,
empowering, and enriched
environment!

New 8-week session begin-
ning May 5 through June 30.
(No class 5/26)

Mondays from 9 to 10
a.m.

Cost is $65 pre-paid for the
8-week session or a drop-in

rate of $10.00 per class.
Please call 566-5588 to
register.

Common Threads Led by
Joan Tompkins, PhD  All
are welcome!

Mondays from 11 a.m. to
Noon—- Newcomers will meet
at 12:30 pm.

We invite you to join us as
we share many things such as:
* Loneliness vs Feeling Lone-
ly » Adapting to Life Changes
* Finding purpose for our life
as Seniors* Bereavement as
well as Joyous Moments

There is no charge to join
this group. Please call 566-
5588 to reserve your seat.

Ukulele with Amy — New
Students Welcome!

New 8-week session begin-
ning June 2 through July 28.
(No class on 6/23.)

Mondays, 12:15 to 1:15
p.m. - Beginner Ukulele

Mondays, 1:30 to 2:30
p-m. — Intermediate Ukulele

Cost is $50 pre-paid for the
8-week session or a drop-in
rate of $7 per class.

Please pay cash or make
checks payable to: Town of
Hampden

Please call 566-5588 to re-
serve your spot now.

Choral Group
Are you interested in sing-
ing in a choral group? Please
let us know by calling 566-
5588.

Scrapbooking Class
New 6-week session begin-
ning May 6 through June 10
Tuesdays, from 10 a.m. to

Noon

Cost is $60 pre-paid for the
6-week session or a drop-in
rate of $12 per class.

Please bring 7-8 photo-
graphs, scissors, a tape run-
ner, and any stickers you wish
to use. Paper will be provid-
ed. Please call 566-5588 to
reserve your spot for each
class you are interested in.
Space is limited.

If you have any seashells
you would like to donate for
the June craft class, please
drop them off at the senior
center.

Living Stronger... Lon-
ger... with Lamar Moore —
New Students Welcome!

12-week session through
July 8. (No class 5/13.)

Tuesdays, 2:15 to 3 p.m.

Learn about balance and
how it impacts overall health
and wellness. Get tips on
strength training

and cardiovascular endur-
ance to increase mobility and
flexibility.

Cost is $6 per class for
drop-ins.. Please call 566-
5588 to reserve your spot.

“African Drumming”
with Jason” — New Students
Welcome!

14-week session through
July 25. (No classes on 5/2
and 7/4.)

Fridays, 2:15 to 3:15 p.m.
Cost is $7 per class for
drop-ins. Please call 566-
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5588 to reserve your spot.

“Come What May” Bou-
tique... is open in our lobby
for all to shop during normal
business hours,

Monday through Friday,
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

We accept donations of
new or gently used clothing,
outerwear, accessories, and
footwear.

All proceeds from Boutique
sales will benefit the needs of
The Senior Center.

HELP US STOCK OUR
SHELVES with Sunscreen!

Thank you to those who do-
nated toothpaste last month.
Every month, we will target a
different item to help fill our
shelves to provide non-food
items to SNAP recipients.

Did you know we offer the
following services....

Anyone is welcome to take
advantage of these services.

Please call 566-5588 unless
otherwise noted to schedule
your appointments.

Foot Care with Deborah

1st Thursday of the month.
NO FOOTCARE IN MAY,
will return June 5

$40 for a 30-minute ap-
pointment

Manicures with Cat

Please call Cat directly at
413-335-7422 for an appoint-
ment and pricing.

announcements schedule

Cookbook
Club at the
Wilbraham
Library

WILBRAHAM - The
Wilbraham Public Library
Cookbook Club is meeting on
Wednesday, June 4, at 6:30

p-m.

This month’s selection
is “Half Baked Harvest” by
Teighan Gerard.

Please let the library know
what you’re bringing when
registering so we do not du-
plicate recipes. Cooking is
encouraged but not required
for attendance. Copies of the
book are available now at the
Service Desk.

The Cookbook Club meets
on the first Wednesday of ev-
ery other month at 6:30 p.m.

This program is free and
open to the public, and regis-
tration is required. For more
information or to register,
please call the library at 413-
596-6141.

Run for Rice’s
5K Road Race
set for June 7

WILBRAHAM - The
13th annual “Run for Rice’s
5K Road Race” will be held
on Saturday, June 7, 2025 at
9 a.m.

This  popular,  fami-
ly-friendly 5K road race
begins at Christ the King —
Epiphany Church, 758 Main
Street, Wilbraham, MA, and
winds through a flat, fast
course in surrounding neigh-
borhoods, ending at Rice
Fruit Farm across the street
from the start. Pre-registra-
tion fee for runners and walk-

HOOP HALL from page 2

by Position Sports, is a pre-
mier collection of multi-
game, singular events that
feature top collegiate basket-
ball programs in high-profile

ers is $20, while day-of-race
registration is $25.

Ages 18 and under regis-
tration is $15 including day-
of registration.

The first 150 registered
runners by May 13, 2023 will
receive our famous race t-shirt
featuring the “Running Ap-
ple” logo, and all registered
runners will receive a free
Rice Fruit Farm ice cream
with their bib number on day
of race only. Cash prizes will
be awarded in several catego-
ries, and all proceeds benefit
the Minnechaug Land Trust.

Race day registration will
be open from 7:30 a.m. until
8:45 a.m. Online registration
is available at RunSignUp.
com.

Hampden
Parks & Rec.
Dept.
announces
programs

HAMPDEN - The Hamp-
den Recreation Department is
proud to announce an exciting
lineup of current and upcom-
ing programs for children and
adults. From life-saving CPR
training to fun-filled athletic
activities, there’s something
for everyone this season. With
multiple registration dead-
lines approaching, now is the
time to sign up for programs
designed to engage, educate,
and inspire.

Current Programs:
* Wildlife Programming at
Laughing Brook

Registration: Ongoing

Connect  with  nature
through engaging wildlife
programs at Laughing Brook.

non-conference matchups
played both domestically and
abroad. Past stops have in-
cluded the following cities:
Baltimore (2024), Charlotte
(2023), Las Vegas (2023-
24), New York (2024), Phoe-

Learn about local wildlife
species, their habitats, and the
environment. Programs are
designed for all ages and of-
fer opportunities for outdoor
learning in a fun, interactive
way.

* Healthy Kids Running

Registration: Ongoing

Encourage kids to get
moving with the Healthy
Kids Running program! This
initiative promotes physical
activity and healthy habits
while helping young runners
build confidence and improve
their fitness. Registration is
open for participants of all
skill levels.

Upcoming Programs:

e Hampden Memorial
Park Summer Program Activ-
ity 2025

Registration Opens:

Make your summer mem-
orable with activities and
events at Hampden Memorial
Park. The summer program
will offer a variety of fun
outdoor experiences, and reg-
istration details will be avail-
able soon!

Closing Soon:

* Recreation Baseball

Grades K-8 - 2025

Still seeking players for
grades (3-4) and (5-6)
Time is running out to sign

up for the 2025 Recreation
Baseball season! If you have
a child in grades 3-4 or 5-6,
there are still spots available.
Don’t miss the opportunity to
be part of a fun, competitive
baseball league!

Don’t miss out! Register
today to secure your place in
these incredible programs and
enjoy a spring full of learn-
ing, fun, and physical activity.

For more information and
to register visit: https://hamp-
denma.myrec.com.

nix (2023-24), San Antonio
(2023), and Toronto (2023).

For more Hall of Fame Se-
ries information and updates,
please visit HOFSeries.com
or follow @HOFSeries on all
social platforms.

_visitus at
wilbrahamhampden

times.turley.com
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SENIORS B

Hampden Senior Center Older
Americans Month Programming

HAMPDEN - The se-
nior center will be offering
programming  throughout
May in celebration of Older
Americans Month.

The 2025 Older Amer-
icans Month theme is Flip
the Script on Aging, which
focuses on transforming
how society perceives, talks
about, and approaches ag-
ing. It encourages individ-
uals and communities to
challenge stereotypes and
dispel misconceptions. This
year, join us in honoring
older adults’ contributions,
exploring the many oppor-
tunities for staying active
and engaged as we age, and
highlighting the opportu-
nities for purpose, explo-
ration, and connection that
come with aging.

Please call 413.566.5588
to register for any of the
events listed below.

b2l gaN

Fri., May 30 at 12:30 p.m.
Drumming Concert
Lunch/Concert

The Hampden Senior
Center Drumming group
invites you to come and
American Chop Suey
hear what they’ve learned in
their Friday afternoon class-
es.

Refreshments sponsored
by MercyLIFE.

All events are FREE un-
less otherwise noted.

Lunch is a $3 suggested
donation to Greater Spring-
field Senior Services, Inc.
(GSSSI)

Please call 413.566.5588
to pre-register for all pro-
grams. Space is limited.

Attend any of the above
programs, and your name
will be entered into a raffle
prize drawing.

The winner will be cho-
sen at the end of May.

The more events you at-
tend, the more chances you
have to win!

Upcoming HSC

HAMPDEN - The fol-
lowing trips are being ar-
ranged at the Hampden Sr
Ctr, 104 Allen St, Hampden;
prices include the driver’s
tip.

Mon, July 14 - The New-
port Playhouse, “It’s Your
Funeral” a traditional com-
ical farce, All you can eat
buffet, Show and Cabaret -
$132pp.

Tues, Sept 30 - Lakeside
Turkey Train (Lake Win-
nipesaukee) Harts Turkey
Dinner on board, Country
Farm Store stop (on own) &

Trips

NH Liquor Store - $140pp.

Mon, Dec 8 - The Aqua
Turf Club “Rock This Town
Orchestra” - Coffee on ar-
rival, delicious family-style
lunch, Swinging ‘50s and
‘60s tunes - $127pp.

Flyers are available at
the Senior Center or via
email. Full Payment Dead-
lines are approximately two
weeks before the event.

Questions/comments,
please call Bobbi at 413-
566-8271 or email bobbi-
jg2 @charter.net.

HIRE from page 8

can “feel empowered look-
ing at the policy to kind of
discern what they need to do
next, even if I am not there
to guide them.”

Currently, in Great Bar-
rington, Bletsos said she is
working with a very tight
budget, which means she
has to be extra innovative
when it comes to new ini-

tiatives.

“There are plenty of
ways where you can shell
out for your staff and make
something special and take
a little extra time without
picking the most costly way
possible,” Bletsos said.

When asked about her
experience with unions,
Bletsos said she first ob-
served negotiations while
working in Suffield. Now,

she works with unions for
Great Barrington’s Depart-
ment of Public Works, po-
lice department and library.

“I am the point person
for their stewards and their
reps, so I do work heavily
with the contract and inter-
pretation as well, and I'm
at the table for negotiations
also,” Bletsos said.

CLUES ACROSS House CLUES DOWN 24, Battery type

1. Bring up 34. Magnificence 1. Kitchen devices  25. Atomic #58

7. Child 36. Hip hop 2. Wings 26. Popular

10. Formal written songstress 3. Mythological breakfast food
defense 37. Capital of Yemen birds 29. An alternative

12. Bangladeshi 38. __ Blyton, 4. Everyone has one 30. Tooth caregiver
currency children’s author 5. Matchstick game 31. Away to

13. Burial site 39. Bomb 6. Bar bill conform

14. In the lead 40. Pancake made of 7. Weights 32. Disfigured men

15. Large recesses in buckwheat flour 8. Satisfactorily 35. Cool!
a church 41. Pinkish-violet 9. Small amount 36. Genus of mosses

16. Count on color 10. Tree types 38. Body part

17. Defunct phone 44, A way to make 11. Small 40. Kashmiri people
company right protuberances 41. Round water pot

18. Golf scores 45, Monument to one  12. Equivalent of 42. Something to

19. Afflicts buried elsewhere 100K BTU purchase

21. Defensive nuclear 48. Region south of 14. Type of horse 43. Emit coherent
weapon Dead Sea 17. More (Spanish) radiation

22. Prominence 49. Acts out against  18. Argentinian 44. Indicates 10

27. “The Great Lakes  50. Harsh cry of a province 45. Advertising
State” crow 20. A bad act metric

28. SoCal ballplayer ~ 51. Formal title fora ~ 23. Moving in a 46. Pitching stat

33. Location of White woman circular way 47. Head movement
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

May 29, 2025

Call us at 413.283.8393

ESTATE SALE

ESTATE SALE
MAY 31, 9-4, JUNE 1 9-1.
38 MEADOWLARK CIR., LUDLOW.
Many household items, paintings,
and furniture. Everything must go!

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

BUY
LOCALLY

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2***x*xxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &
Deck Specialists
Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior
Finish carpentry, framing, window & door
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.
Competitive pricing. Insured.
Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Yes time to till
gardens and flower beds too. Be safe grow
your own. Call for appointment, fair and
reasonable rates. Suburban residential
only. 413-626-1927.

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks,
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts.
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
413-213-5470

A

.

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate,
Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

TRYING TO REHOME
MY TWO SPRINGERS.

English Springer Spaniels, 1 male, 1 fe-
male Liver/white adults. Can go as a pair
or separately. Nice temperaments, very

friendly. 413-596-8190.

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT
is now accepting applications for a FULL-
TIME police officer. Review of appli-
cations begins immediately. Visit www.
hampdenpolice.com for more informa-
tion. EOE

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

PANTRY COORDINATOR for Commu-

nity Survival Center in Indian Orchard.

Application available at www.communi-

tysurvivalcenter.org

Must be able to lift 40 pounds and stand
for extended periods of time. Four-day work

week; 34-hours/week; Pays $17.50/hour

SALES SUPPORT
SPECIALIST

For over 60 years The Holy Rood Guild
at St. Joseph's Abbey in Spencer, Massa-
chusetts, known for the exceptional quality
and fine tailoring of liturgical vestments, is

seeking a Sales Support Specialist.

Excellent communication and computer
skills required. Respectful, positive interac-
tion with clergy and religious organizations
necessary. Experience in sales, artistic de-

sign, and customer service a plus.
For more information and to apply,
contact Fr. Stephen Shanahan at
(774) 315-3107
or by email:
brstephenofstjoe@yahoo.com.
holyroodguild.com

he Town of Huntington is seeking a
FULL-TIME HIGHWAY
TRUCK DRIVER/EQUIPMENT
OPERATOR/LABORER.

Applicants must possess at least a Mas-
sachusetts Class D driver’s license. Class
A or B CDL with Air Brake Endorsement is
preferred. Must possess or be able to ob-
tain 2B or higher & 4G Hoisting Engineer’s
licenses within 6 months of hire. $22.00 to
$28.79 per hour based on qualifications.
Application and complete job description
are available online at www.hunting-
tonma.us or by emailing admin@hun-
tingtonma.us. Position is open until
filled. Town of Huntington is an Equal Op-

portunity Employer.
Post your
l job openings
- in our
Y classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON
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The Town of Huntington is seeking a
PART-TIME ASSISTANT
TAX COLLECTOR.

18 hours per week to be worked Monday
through Thursday, 10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
$20.00 to $22.00 per hour based on ex
perience. Application and complete job
description are available online at www.
huntingtonma.us or by emailing ad-
min@huntingtonma.us. Position is
open until filled. Town of Huntington is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

YARD AND BARN HELP. 14-years or
older working with Morgan horses, groom-
ing and helping with showing (I need some
good help). 508-867-7855.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

|_FOR RENT
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

a2z Digital
Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that
recently ran in one of

our publications. Go to
newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request

Subscribe Today!

Turley([.)

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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The Horace Smith Fund
Awards $310,000 to
area students

REGION - On Thurs-
day, June 19, at 6 p.m.,
The Horace Smith Fund
will hold its 126th Annual
Corporators’ Meeting and
scholarship awards cere-
mony at the Carriage House
of Storrowton Tavern for
recipients, their parents,
school counselors, and Cor-
porators. This year’s Key-
note Speaker will be Con-
gressman Richard Neal.

Wayne Webster, Chair
of the Board of Trustees,
announced that this year
20 Walter S. Barr Scholar-
ship awards will be given to
18 graduating high school
seniors and two students
currently attending college.
One additional student cur-
rently attending college will
receive the Sidney S. Letter
Award, which is named af-
ter a recent benefactor. The
William R. Rooney Award
will be granted to a high
school senior who has re-
ceived special education
services, and three Walter
S. Barr Fellowships will
be given to students pur-
suing a full-time graduate
degree. Providing that stu-
dents maintain at least a B
average, each scholarship
provides a total of up to
$12,000 over four years and
each fellowship provides up
to $15,000 over two years.
Therefore, The Horace
Smith Fund is happy to be
able to grant a total award
of $310,000 to area students
this year.

The Horace Smith Fund
was established in 1899 by

WILBRAHAM
BOARD OF APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING

The Wilbraham Zoning Board
of Appeals will hold a Public
Hearing on Thursday, June 12,
2025 at 5:30 PM on the appli-
cation of Aja Miller for a special
permit (ZBA25-03) under section
3.9.2.13 of the Wilbraham Zon-
ing By to allow a dog grooming
business as a Home Occupation
in the existing detached garage
on property owned by Aja Miller
and Christopher Mish located at
15 Old Boston Road as further
specified in the application on
file in the Planning Office and
posted for public viewing on the
Zoning Board of Appeals page of
the Town of Wilbraham website
at www.wilbraham-ma.gov/135/
Zoning-Board-of-Appeals.

Both in person and virtual
participation are available. To
participate virtually go to https://
meet.goto.com/266700965  or
call  877-309-2073  (Access
Code: 266-700-965).

Edward Kivari Jr., Chairman
05/29, 06/05/2025

WILBRAHAM
BOARD OF APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING

The Wilbraham Zoning Board
of Appeals will hold a Public
Hearing on Thursday, June 12,
2025 at 5:45 PM on the applica-
tion of 2632 Boston Road, LLC
(property owner), for a special
permit to allow construction of a
4,900 square foot addition to the
existing structure at 2632 Boston
Road and to use the entire struc-
ture for medical offices pursuant
to section 3.4.5.1C of the Wil-
braham Zoning By-Law as fur-
ther specified in the application

the successful and gener-
ous philanthropist named
Horace Smith. He and
Daniel Wesson were the
founders of Smith & Wes-
son, located in Springfield.
Mr. Smith’s will provided
that the residual of his es-
tate, after several bequests
to relatives and institutions,
was to be used for public
purposes at the discretion of
his executors. They decided
that it should be used to help
deserving students finance
their education.

The Walter S. Barr
Scholarships and Fellow-
ships are named for a West
Springfield  businessman,
whose widow left the bulk
of the family estate to The
Horace Smith Fund in 1950.
The William R. Rooney
Award is named for a past
Executive Director with a
desire to assist special needs
students.  All recipients
must be residents of Hamp-
den County.

This year’s scholarship
recipients who are graduat-
ing seniors are from the fol-
lowing high schools:

Agawam High School:
Isabella M. Oliveira, Han-
nah M. Parker

Chicopee  Comprehen-
sive High School: Carter R.
Janik

Chicopee High School:
Jenna P. Madru

East Longmeadow High
School: Oluwafunmilayo Y.
Coates

Please see AWARDS,
page 16

on file in the Planning Office and
posted for public viewing on the

Zoning Board of Appeals page of

the Town of Wilbraham website

at www.wilbraham-ma.gov/135/

Zoning-Board-of-Appeals.
Both in person and virtual

participation are available. To

participate virtually go to https://
meet.goto.com/266700965  or

call  877-309-2073
Code: 266-700-965).

Edward Kivari Jr., Chairman
05/29, 06/05/2025

(Access

Sale of Motor Vehicles
This ad is pursuant to MA
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A as
of June 13, 2025 the following
motor vehicle will be for sale to

satisfy a garage keepers lien:

2005 Chevy Trailblazer
VIN: 1GNDT357252150461
COLOR: Gray

LKO: Taysha Pabin-Sustre
22 Lessey St.

Ambherst, MA 01002

2002 Chevy Avalanche
VIN: 3GNEK13T52G170856
Color: Orange
LKO: Jonathan Medina
62 Draper St.
Springfield, MA 01108
R & S Assoc. Inc
PO Box 543
Wilbraham MA 01095
413-596-4374
05/29, 06/05, 06/12/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
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Traumatic accident inspired Cailyn Doyle
to study clinical neuroscience at URI

KINGSTON, R.I. - When
Cailyn Doyle was only two
years old, the trajectory of her
life, and those of her family
members, changed forever.
Doyle’s father, a police offi-
cer in their hometown of Wil-
braham, Massachusetts, was
struck by a drunk driver while
on the job and suffered a se-
vere traumatic brain injury.

“I had a difficult time un-
derstanding an injury that I
couldn’t see,” said Doyle.
“The injury severely affect-
ed his cognition, including
impairments to his memory,
attention,  problem-solving
ability, judgment, logic and
reasoning, and self-control. I
wanted to know exactly what
caused my dad to behave the
way he did.”

Doyle enrolled in the Uni-
versity of Rhode Island’s clin-
ical neuroscience program to
gain a better understanding
of her father’s brain injury.
She’ll cross the commence-
ment stage in URI’s Ryan
Center this week.

“This program has giv-
en me a greater understand-
ing and appreciation for my
dad and all that he has been
through,” said Doyle. “It
takes an incredible amount of
strength to rebuild your life
after such a life-altering ac-
cident. I couldn’t be prouder
of him.”

Cailyn’s father, Christo-
pher, is proud of his daughter
for finding a positive path for-
ward from a difficult experi-
ence.

“I wish she didn’t have
the first-hand experiences
she had that led her to where

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P1072EA
Estate of:
Barbara J. Smith
Date of Death: 07/03/2024
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Diane E. Nagy of
Indianapolis, IN requesting that
the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Diane E. Nagy of Indianapo-
lis, IN be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from
the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you
or your attorney must file a
written appearance and ob-
jection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day
of 06/17/2025. This is NOT a
hearing date, but a deadline by
which you must file a written
appearance and objection if
you object to this proceeding.
If you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of ob-
jections within thirty (30) days
of the return day, action may
be taken without further notice
to you.

UNSUPERVISED

(Photos courtesy of Cailyn Doyle)
Cailyn Doyle will graduate
from URI with a bachelor’s
degree in clinical
neuroscience this month. Her
goal after going to medical
school is to become a
pediatric neurologist.

she is now,” said Christopher
Doyle. “I am happy, howev-
er, that she found a way to
change a negative life experi-
ence into such a positive. She
never ceases to amaze me. I
am super proud of her.”

For the last year and a
half, Doyle has conducted
research in associate profes-
sor Katharina Quinlan’s lab-
oratory, which is dedicated to
investigating how spinal neu-
rons change and deteriorate
in neurodegenerative diseases
or after injuries where move-
ment is critically impaired or
lost.

“Cailyn possesses a rare
combination of dependabil-
ity, curiosity, and the ability
to work hard to achieve great
results. She is one of the best
students I’ve had,” said Quin-
lan.

ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: May 20, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
05/29/2025

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

PI|A|R|E|N|T T|O|T
P|O|L |O|G A A|K|A
A|T|A|C|O|lM|B E|A|D
P|S|E|S L|Y

S

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

The most common mo-
tor disorder in children is
cerebral palsy, marked by
increased muscle tone and ex-
aggerated reflexes. Cerebral
palsy is most often caused by
brain injuries that occur at or
around the time of birth. This
injury weakens the develop-
ing corticospinal tract, which
is the major pathway for vol-
untary control of movement.

“My research is focused
on whether damage to these
pathways is associated with
anatomical changes that could
lead to exaggerated reflexes,”
said Doyle. “I use a research
method known as immuno-
histochemistry, which labels
specific proteins in cells to
help visualize them under a
microscope. This allows us
to determine if there are ana-
tomical changes in the spinal
cord after an injury that could
lead to the exaggerated reflex-
es in cerebral palsy. Our pre-
liminary data suggests these
changes do exist and contrib-
utes to these exaggerated re-
flexes.”

Lisa Weyandt, a professor
of psychology and director
of URI’s Interdisciplinary
Neuroscience Program, had
Doyle as a student in her clin-
ical neuroscience course and
met with her several times
during office hours.

“Cailyn has high stan-
dards for herself and others,”
said Weyandt. “She also has a
tender heart for those impact-
ed by misfortune, particularly
those suffering from traumat-
ic brain injury and other neu-
rological conditions. Given
her intellect, high standards,

and kindness, I'm certain she
will make a fine physician.”

Outside the classroom and
lab, Doyle has been active
in URI’s Neuroscience Club
and the URI chapter of the
National Marrow Donor Pro-
gram. She also volunteers for
the Brain Injury Association
of Massachusetts, an organi-
zation that helped her family
after her father’s accident.

“I volunteer to offer a dif-
ferent perspective, as trau-
matic brain injuries don’t just
impact the individual, but the
entire family,” said Doyle. “I
aspire to show those strug-
gling with traumatic brain
injuries that they are worthy
of our forgiveness, while also
helping family members feel
less alone in the struggles
they face.”

With three younger sib-
lings and years of teaching
gymnastics to children rang-
ing in age from 18 months old
to 12 years old, Doyle would
like to become a pediatric
neurologist.

“A  pediatric neurologist
treats children with condi-
tions that affect the brain,
nerves, and spinal cord,” said
Doyle. “Since many of these
conditions are chronic, pedi-
atric neurologists often fol-
low patients over time, rather
than just seeing them once,
allowing them to build rela-
tionships with the child and
their family.”

Doyle will spend the next
year gaining clinical research
experience before enrolling in
medical school.

PUBLIC NOTICES B

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
PUBLIC HEARING:
PROPOSED INCREASE TO WATER RATES
The Wilbraham Board of Water Commissioners, will hold an
open public hearing on July 18, 2025 at 9:15 a.m., at the Town Of-

fice Building, 240 Springfield St, Wilbraham, MA to hear public
comment on the proposed increase to water rates, as recommend-
ed by the Water Commissioners, to be effective November 2025.

CURRENT WATER RATES

$4.12 Commercial Rate

$4.12 0-10,000 Cubic Feet (Single Family Home Residential)
$4.32 10,001-20,000 Cubic Feet (Single Family Home Residential)
$4.52 20,0001 Cubic Feet and Greater (Single Family Home Res-

idential)

PROPOSED WATER RATES

$4.80 Commercial Rate

$4.80 0-10,000 Cubic Feet (Single Family Home Residential)
$5.25 10,001-20,000 Cubic Feet (Single Family Home Residential)
$5.50 20,0001 Cubic feet and Greater (Single Family Home Res-

idential)

All those wishing to comment on the proposed updated water
rates will be heard. This hearing will be conducted in person only.
Board of Water Commissioners

05/29, 06/05, 06/12, 06/19, 06/26/2025

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

ADVERTISING

SALES

» Do you want to work in your community helping
local businesses connect with their customers?

» Do you want a career supporting local journalism,
which tells the unique stories of our communities?

» If so, then join our team! Turley Publications
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person
interested in selling advertising for our community
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.

Turley Publications, a locally owned family
business, offers a competitive commission
structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

P
TED

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com
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HCC Foundation awards
$364,400 in scholarships

HOLYOKE - The Holyoke
Community College Founda-
tion has awarded $364,400 in
scholarships to students for
the 2025-2026 academic year.

This year, the HCC Foun-
dation awarded 410 scholar-
ships to 379 incoming, cur-
rent, and transferring HCC
students. Some students re-
ceived multiple scholarship
awards. Individual awards
range from $500 to $5,000.

HCC  celebrated this

year’s recipients and donors
at a scholarship reception on
May 15.

The HCC Foundation is
a 501(c)(3) that works to ad-
vance the college’s mission,
vision, and values. Found-
ed in 1968 as the Friends of
Holyoke Community Col-
lege, in response to a dev-
astating fire that forced the
college to rebuild on a new
campus, the Foundation now
manages assets of more than

$20 million, the largest com-
munity college foundation
endowment in Massachusetts.

An alphabetical list of
all scholarship recipients
and their awards can also be
viewed on the HCC website.

Hampden:
Kate O’Donnell, Sara Under-
wood.

Wilbraham:
Mia Figueroa, Rebecca Leigh
Guertin, Miranda Krauza, Al-
ison Smythe.

SAVE TIME
& MONEY!
ORDER ONLINE!

Visit our website to enroll in our
NEW CUSTOMER
LOYALTY REWARDS PROGRAM!

PIZZERIA & LOUNGE
EST. 2011

A PIZZA SHOP!

WE ARE MORE
THAN JUST

* GOURMET PIZZAS
* WINGS ° PASTA
* GIANT CALZONES
* DINNERS
* GRINDERS & WRAPS
* SEAFOOD » CALAMARI
* CLAM STRIPS

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

9 Allen St., ¢ Hampden Mini Mall ¢ Hampden, MA (413) 566-8015

o  Closed Mon. &'I'ues

Bar & Grille

EST. 2016

Thursday 5/29

Friday 5/30 |

John Manzi Duo ‘:
Saturday 5/31
John Quigley

LIVE MUSIG!

EVERY THURS., FRI. & SAT.

Frank Serafino . **

LUNGCH

Serving: Thurs. - Sat. 11:30
and Sun. 10:30

| www.giospizzeria.com

OUR DECK IS
NOW OPEN!?

SUNDAY BRUNCH
Sundays 10:30-2:30

(Plus Our Regular Menu Until 8pm)
Featuring Our Build Your Own

Bloody Maly & Mlmosa Bar’

$18 PRIME RIB W|NE DOWN

NIGHT EVERY TUESDAY

Dine In Only ® While Supplies Last

SERVING: TUES. & WED. 4-9PM ¢ THURS. 11:30AM-9PM
FRI. & SAT. 11:30AM-9:30PM « SUN.

WEDNESDAYS $19

$20 STEAK N’ BREW
EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT!

2341 Boston Rd.. (Rt. 20)., Wilbraham, MA

A413.269.2020

route2Z0barandgrille.com

10:30AM-8PM

WITH EXTENDED BAR HOURS EVERY NIGHT KENG
RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED FOR PARTIES OF 6 OR MORE *

May 29, 2025

AWARDS from page 15

Longmeadow High
School: Rachel Kim, Kabeer
Razzaq

Ludlow High School: Jack
E. Favata, Calleigh J. Foley,
Caitlyn R. Day

Minnechaug Region-
al High School: Victoria E.
Gonzalez, Bryan A. Beckel

Pope Francis Preparato-
ry High School: Elizabeth Z.
Hanechak

Putnam Vocational Tech-
nical High School: Andy Li

Springfield Central High
School: Charlotte Kocsmier-
sky

West  Springfield High
School: Lindsey R. Bergeron,
Ainsley E. Kearney, Mary

C. Desrosiers, Eibhlinn R.
White

This year’s scholarship
recipients who are currently
in college are:

Emerson College: Patrick
A. Cowles (Minnechaug Re-
gional High School)

UMass Amherst: Faraz
Kabir (Longmeadow High
School)

WNEU: Madeline G.
Jarvinen (Longmeadow High
School)

The three fellowship re-
cipients are graduates from
the following colleges and
high schools:

Boston College School of
Law: Devin Sheehan (South-
wick-Tolland Regional High
School)

KILLER BEE

T'S GO OUT'

Your Local Favorite Restaurants

Fordham University
School of Law: Leighlani
Sanchez (Northfield Mt. Her-
man School)

Yale University School
of Nursing: Anna Gorfinkel
(Minnechaug Regional High
School)

Students were selected on
a variety of criteria, includ-
ing their test scores, class
rank, extra-curricular activ-
ities, and a personal written
account of why the student
feels deserving of financial
assistance. Applications for
next year’s awards will be
available September 15th on-
line at www.HoraceSmith-
Fund.org or by calling (413)
739-4222.

JOIN THE 2025
MUG CLUB
FIRST 100 MEMBERS
*PERKS AND BENEFITS

NEW BEER

AVAILABLE

FRIDAY AND SATU RDAY.A
SEE UPCOMING PERFORMERS

AND EVENTS ON OUR

NEWSLETTER/INSTAGRAM/FACEBOOK

ON TAP

NEW AND UNIQUE BATCHES
BEING RUN EVERY MONTH

BOOK YOUR NEXT EVENT! INDOOR AND PATIO RENTALS WITH CATERING SERVICES AVAILABLE.

[ OUTDOOR PATIO SPACE WITH COVERING.
6 BURT LANE, WILBRAHAM, MA. TAPROOM (413)-279-1317

’..o

= PATIO IS DOG FRIENDLY

EMAIL INFO@SCANTICRIVERBREWERY.COM WWW.SCANTICRIVERBREWERY.COM
OPEN TUES-WED 3-9PM, THURS 3-10PM, FRI 12-10PM, SAT 12-10PM, SUN 12-8PM

1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA
413-566-8324

OUR PATIO IS NOW OPEN!

H., T

Jf"-'r- o .‘{‘__,1 ]

Weather
Permitting

BOOK YOUR NEXT FUNCTION WITH US!

Showers, Christenings, First Communions,
Rehearsal Dinners, Weddings, etc.

For More Information
Contact Lori Atkinson at 413-566-8324
or by email at lacucinagreenhouse@gmail.com

See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu

lacucinahampden.com
Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm & Sun. 11:30am-9pm
LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS EAR OPEN LATE!



