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HAMPDEN - The VFW 
Post 9397 hosted their 63rd 
Annual Kids Fishing Derby 
on May 10.

Throughout the event, 
families gathered along the 
Scantic River to cast a line 

and fish, with prizes given out 
for the smallest fish, largest 
fish caught for boys and girls 
and the first fish caught.

The winners were Oli-
ver Kinney, who caught the 
smallest fish measuring six 
and a quarter inches, Ben 
Howell who caught the first 
fish of the day, Brantley Ther-
rien who caught the largest 

fish for boys measuring 14 
inches and Ealnor Howell 
who caught the largest fish 
for the girls at 12 1/2 inches.

Members of the fire de-
partment were also on hand to 
keep attendees safe due to the 
high current after recent rain-
storms--with rope and life-
jackets on standby--and sell 
Fish Derby-themed t-shirts 

to support the Hampden Fire 
Department Association.

HFD Lt. Joshua Sterling 
served as this year’s judge, 
measuring the fish as attend-
ees presented them.

Giancarlo Crivelli, found-
er/executive director of Fish-
ing Friends Inc., also stopped 

63rd Annual Kids Fishing DerbyVFW Post 9397 hostsVFW Post 9397 hosts

Editor’s Note: Due to a 
lack of resources, the Times 
will have coverage of the 
Hampden Annual Town 
Meeting beginning in our 
May 29 edition next week. 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Res-
idents rejected a Local 
Option Meals Excise Tax 
during the May 12 Annual 
Town Meeting.

Listed as Article 33, the 
Local Option Meals Ex-
cise Tax would have added 
.75% to the price of meals 
purchased at restaurants in 
Wilbraham, raising it from 
6.25% to 7.0%. The funds 
collected would have been 
distributed back to the town 
from the Commonwealth 
quarterly.

The estimated quarter-
ly receipts were noted as 
$45,000 for FY26 in the 
warrant article.

Finance Committee 
Member Mike Mazzuca be-
gan the discussion with this 
thought.

“One thing that we could 
not do – but there was sup-
posed to be an understand-
ing and that has not come 
up yet--and that is an under-
standing that the monies that 
were collected for this was 
going to go to the Veteran 
programs that we just voted 
on,” Mazzuca said. “So, I’m 
hoping that that stays true 
and those funds are going to 

be directed to that.”
This was about Articles 

29 through 33 for increas-
ing Veteran Exemptions for 
veterans, surviving spouses 
and parents and guardians 
after the HERO Act was 
passed by the state in 2024. 
Articles 29 and 30 passed 
unanimously, Article 31 was 
no action and Article 32 had 
passed by majority.

Michael Dane noted how 
this tax was rejected twice 
before and how “it’s a rare 
opportunity for an individu-
al to vote on something like 
this and have an opportunity 
to say no about additional 
taxes.”

“I’m taxed enough al-
ready, personally, and I think 
we should be voting against 
it,” Daniel said.

Mazzuca then spoke 

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers

Finance Committee Member 
Mike Mazzuca, who also 
is chair of the Economic 
Development Committee, 
was among the residents 
who spoke on Article 33. 

Local Option Meals 
Excise Tax rejected

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Amy 
Schulze, an eighth-grade 
science teacher at Wilbra-
ham Middle School, was 
selected for the Fulbright 
Teachers for Global Class-
rooms Program.

Schulze was sent to Sen-
egal, explaining the two-
week trip’s purpose is about 
teacher exchange, global 
education and “opening up 
the world to teachers and to 
our students.”

“Part of that time was 
in a host community--it’s 
a city known as Kaolack, 
which is the third-largest 
city in Senegal--and I at-
tended a high school there. 
I went into classes and had 
the opportunity to observe 
teachers, but then I also 
taught some lessons which 

Schulze participates in Fulbright 
teachers classroom program

Photos courtesy of Amy Schulze

Wilbraham Middle School Teacher Amy Schulze poses for a 
photo during her adventure in Senegal, Africa, through the 
Fulbright Teachers for Global Classrooms Program.

By Patricia Sullivan
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - The Wil-
braham Hill Climb is “a one-
mile adventure—with a bit of 
a wacky left,” said the race 
announcer as drivers started 
their engines on May 10.

Drivers of 28 vintage race 
cars came to Wilbraham to 
show off and test their flashy 

rides on the challenging 
23-degree ascent of Monson 
Road.

Alan Adolphsen, driving 
a MGB Ford Special 351W 
from the Owls Head Trans-
portation Museum in Maine, 
won the one-mile race in 
46.76 seconds, nearly two 
seconds under the track re-
cord.

The Hill Climb began 

in 1908, when Springfield’s 
early auto makers came to 
Wilbraham to test their vehi-
cles on the steep hill with the 
tricky bend at Bolles Road. 
Some called it the toughest 
climb in New England.

Auto enthusiast George 
Holman of Wilbraham re-

One-mile adventure in Wilbraham

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - On May 
10, Wilbraham was extra busy 
all around, especially with the 
annual Hill Climb. One group 
in particular that was extreme-
ly busy around town was, also, 

the Boy Scout Troop 359.
The Boy Scouts were very 

involved with the service ac-
tivities that they were part of 
that day, including helping 
out at their annual Mother’s 
Day Weekend Plant Sale at St. 
Cecilia’s throughout the day. 
They also had a burger stand 
at the Hill Climb. 

The plant sale has been 
a staple for the troop, dating 
back decades ago as an event 
for them, with the burger 

stand only recently starting 
for the Boy Scouts. 

Boy Scout Troop 359 
is led by Thomas Wadzins-
ki, who spoke about the day 
and what the boys learn from 
events such as these. 

“As far as how events are 
organized or different things 
like that, how to interact with 
the community, and make 
a pleasant day for people,” 
Wadzinski said.

Boy Scout Troop mem-

ber Johnny Guerin, who is a 
sixth-grade student at Wilbra-
ham Middle School, spoke 
about being a member of the 
troop. 

“You can do a lot of every-
thing, we need to do service 
and I like that. And then you 
learn a lot, so it’s fun,” Guerin 
said.

Assistant Scout Troop 

Boy Scout Troop 359 hosts Mother’s Day Plant Sale

From the left, Firefighter Jonathan Cadieux, Fire 
Cadet Logan Howard and Lt. Joshua Sterling in a 
group photo with Nemo hats. The Hampden Fire 
Department was also selling t-shirts to support 
the Hampden Fire Department Association.

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers

Turley photo by Patricia Sullivan

A multimillion-dollar Ford 1966 
GT40 was the first car up the hill.

Turley photo by Noelle Hisgen

Boy Scout Troop member 
Johnny Guerin holds up 
flowers for sale.

Please see DERBY, page 10
Please see MEAL TAX, 

page 5

Please see HILL CLIMB, 
page 9

Please see SCHULZE, 
page 8

Please see PLANT SALE, 
page 13
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NEW PATIENTS!NEW PATIENTS!

Call our office 
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about our practice

2207 Boston Road, Wilbraham  • 35 Turkey Hill Road, Suite 205, Belchertown
(413) 599-1201 • Fax: (413) 596-2940 • www.pamcares.com

Gary J. Nielan, M.D.
Thirza C. Lareau, M.D.
Amy C. Kasper, M.D.
Kimberly A. Dewey, M.D.
Kimberly J. Martins, M.D.
Priya S. Malik, M.D.
Julia Komatsu, M.D.

Melissa Maciborski, M.D.
Shatabdi Pinky, M.D.
Rachel McKenna, N.P.
Solmaz Masoudi, P.A.
Nicole Santos, LMHC
Rachel Kluk, MHC

2 Convenient 
Locations! Most Insurances Accepted

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - A debate 
to establish a bylaw for the 
raising of flags on municipal 
property ensued during the 
May 12 Annual Town Meet-
ing.

Article 48, which failed 
by majority vote, was a pe-
titioned article presented by 
Dave Sanders and other resi-
dents.

The Times will have more 
on other big topics covered 
this ATM in our upcoming 
editions.

The petitioned Article 48 
proposed establishing a by-
law for the raising of flags on 
municipal property--at the re-
quest of the Select Board or 
Town Administrator or desig-
nee--to be the United States 
flag, the Massachusetts state 
flag, flags of the police and 
fire departments or any oth-
er flag emblematic of a town 
department, Service Flags 
at Crane Park and Military 
Flags on Memorial Day, Vet-
erans Day and Purple Heart 
Day.

Ahead of the discussion, 
Tracey Farnsworth made a 
motion to approve the article 
as published, with an amend-
ment to 2D and 2E for the 
Service and Military Flags 
sections to be changed to 2D: 
Service/Military Flags.

Christine Goonan read the 
first part of the petition which 
had the language “Flags ex-
hibited from Town-owned 
properties.”

“Does that include public 
schools?” Goonan said.

After consulting with the 
Select Board, Town Admin-
istrator Nick Breault and At-
torney Brian Winner, Town 
Moderator Jane Clark de-
ferred the question to the pe-
titioners, with Sanders step-
ping up to the microphone to 
answer.

“The intent was munici-
pal-owned property,” Sanders 

said.
When Clark asked if this 

includes public schools, 
Sanders replied again.

“We own schools--except 
for Minnechaug--I believe,” 
Sanders said.

When Goonan then asked, 
“Is this just for outside the 
building?”, Sanders said he 
was unsure.

“Maybe town counsel 
could answer that one, I don’t 
know,” Sanders said.

After the question was 
repeated to the audience and 
the Select Board, Breault 
and Winner conversed again, 
Clark said this.

“So, this question is up to 
the petitioners to clarify to 
the satisfaction of the voters,” 
Clark said. “So, does it apply 
to inside of a building that is 
municipally owned?”

Sanders said, “I would 
think that it would.”

“An example, the school 
rooms--the student rooms-
-should be flying a flag un-
der the Massachusetts MGL 
Laws,” Sanders said.

Clark summarized it for 
the audience.

“So, apparently, the peti-
tioners feel that the petitioned 
article applies to the outside 
and the inside of municipal-
ly-owned buildings,” Clark 
said.

School Committee Vice 
Chair Sean Kennedy noted 
the recent Wilbraham Hill 
Climb and the flags flown 
around town that had let peo-
ple know about the event, 
asking this.

“So, I guess those would 
not be able to be flown any-
more? If someone owns or 
rents a property that is town-
owned--or they live there 
and they want to put up an 
LGBTQIA+ flag or some-
thing like that--they wouldn’t 
be allowed to do that either?” 
Kennedy said. “I don’t see 
any clarification for those. 
I think it’s poorly worded, I 
think it needs to go back to 
committee to get worked on 
and I think we should vote no 
on this.”

Sanders clarified the Hill 
Climb flags and petitioned 
article.

“In regards to the racing 
flags on Main Street, that’s 
not town-owned property,” 

Sanders said. “A municipal 
owned property.”

Michael Lachenmeyer fo-
cused on LGBTQ flags in his 
comments.

“I think given the current 
administration, I think that 
complying with federal law 
or whatever is happening at 
the federal level, it kind of 
leave a c-sign potentially be-
cause we don’t have any con-
trol over that,” Lachenmeyer 
said. “I think it’s better that 
we let this be decided at the 
town level.”

Wilbraham Middle 
School Teacher Lara Plourde 
(Kirk) urged everyone to vote 
no “because we’re not really 
understanding the full impact 
of it,” noting how the school 
has flags from many different 
countries hanging in the caf-
eteria.

“We have International 
Week Celebrations where 
kids study different countries 
and we create and we display 
flags for all sorts of different 
reasons and purposes that are 
educational and historical,” 
Plourde said.

Plourde also stressed that 
“as a municipality that rep-
resents more than just the 
government or the military 
aspect of what our municipal-
ity is, it also should represent 
the culture and the heritage of 
the people that live here and 
what that make Wilbraham, 
Wilbraham.”

“This is exceedingly lim-
iting,” Plourde said. “And 
again, as a final note, the way 
it is written, it would directly 
impact the history and social 
sciences curriculum in the 
school and limit what I’d be 
able to use in the classroom.”

Barbara Galanek, a for-
mer teacher, said for kids, 
“any type of” creativity and 
self-expression “could be 
through waving a flag.”

“For someone to tell 
them that they’re not al-
lowed to when it’s a part of 
their expression, I’m sorry, I 
think that’s overstepping the 
bounds,” Galanek said.

Richard Howell said it 
seems, to him, the petitioned 
article focuses on the official 
displaying of a flag whether 
it’s in a classroom.

“I don’t think it bans any 
of the things going around 
for, let’s say, displays or 
anything like that, and we’re 

talking about municipal prop-
erties,” Howell said. “The flag 
raisings aren’t supposed to be 
some type of political dia-
tribe. What they’re supposed 
to do is start limiting to them 
to what has been traditionally 
flag-raising, not somebody’s 
agenda, and as far as the chil-
dren are concerned, half of 
what they’re doing is being 
foisted upon them anyway.”

This led to a chorus of 
boos and Howell yelling 
back, “Yes it is!” and Clark 
calling for order as he com-
mented that the article is pro-
viding guidelines to what is 
officially allowed.

After Josh Caress asked 
the Select Board if, current-
ly, there were any bylaws 
or regulations concerning 
flags displayed on municipal 
properties and government 
buildings, Chair Sue Bunnell 
replied there were not and of-
fered this clarification.

“We have a policy about 
the flag choices that are al-
lowed and it is similar in na-
ture to this in terms of official 
policy,” Bunnell said.

“So these apply to, like, 
the flag poles at government 
buildings, at town hall, some-
thing like that?” Caress said.

“Exactly,” Bunnell said.
“So, we have a policy in 

place that restricts what can 
be put up on a flag pole in 
front of a government build-
ing?” Caress said.

“Correct,” Bunnell said. 
“Yes.”

Caress then declared, 
“This is entirely unneces-
sary.”

“The petitioners have no 
idea how to clarify what’s in 
this. We’re going to leave it 
up to them to interpret what 
constitutes a flag, what con-
stitutes waving a flag, hang-
ing a flag, putting a flag some-
where?” Caress said. “It’s 
completely unnecessary.”

Former Veterans Services 
Director Jered Sasen ex-
plained how the initial town 
policy was brought up during 
his tenure and brought up in 
Boston “because of a flag that 
was used for free speech in-
stead of government speech,” 
which led to the city being 
sued.

“Essentially, the state 
came out with a--not a direc-
tive--but pretty much a train-
ing to tell all the municipali-
ties that they’re going to have 
to get ahead of this before-
hand. Our municipality--our 
Select Board--came up with 
a flag policy that was concur-
rent with government speech 
stating that, essentially, pri-
or to this, anybody could fly 
any flag at any point upon the 
request of the Select Board,” 
Sasen said. “Now, the only 
flags that can be flown from 
our government buildings to 
include, like, display, outside 
display, can be only, essen-
tially, the same things that 
are in here. So, this is already 
kind of under that policy.”

Renee Bracey reiterated 
the prior speakers’ comments, 
ending her remarks with this.

“We would be opening up 
a can of worms in terms of 
other problematic things on 
a wall decided by a few. Be-
cause even when we ask them 
simple questions about their 
policy it took them several 
minutes to even decide what 
they were wanting to put in 
place,” Bracey said.

As Clark began to move 
to the vote, Sanders attempt-
ed to speak but she shut him 
down, which led to someone 
in the audience yelling, “Let 
him talk!”

After a pause, the vote 
was cast and Article 48 failed 
by majority, to rounds of ap-
plause.

Petitioned ATM Article for flags rejected after debate

Tracey Farnsworth presents 
the motion for Article 48, a 
petitioned article to establish 
a bylaw for the raising of 
flags on municipal property.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Christine Goonan shares her 
thoughts on Article 48.

From the left, Attorney Brian Winner, Select Board Vice Chair Michael Squindo, Town 
Administrator Nick Breault, Select Board Clerk Marc Ducey and Select Board Chair Sue Bunnell 
have a brief huddle during discussion of Article 48. 

Barbara Galanek speaks about 
Article 48 during the Annual 
Town Meeting on May 12.

School Committee Vice Chair Sean Kennedy asks questions 
about Article 48.

Former Veterans Services 
Director Jered Sasen 
provides further information 
on town policy regarding 
flags.

Dave Sanders, the petitioner 
for Article 48, answers 
questions during the public 
comment.

“THIS IS EXCEEDINGLY 
LIMITING. AND 
AGAIN, AS A FINAL 
NOTE, THE WAY IT IS 
WRITTEN, IT WOULD 
DIRECTLY IMPACT 
THE HISTORY AND 
SOCIAL SCIENCES 
CURRICULUM IN 
THE SCHOOL AND 
LIMIT WHAT I’D BE 
ABLE TO USE IN THE 
CLASSROOM.”

- Lara Plourde
Wilbraham Middle School 

Teacher
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ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH FOR 
SPRING PLANTING!

Now’s The Time To Plant!

Memorial 
Planters
Filled With Colorful 

Annual Flowers
Pots, Bowls & Logs

Locally Grown 

GERANIUMS
Favorite 
Summer Bloomers

Flowering Annual Plants

Petunias, Marigolds, 
Impatiens,

Salvia, Begonias 
& MORE
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Varieties Too!

For Show Stopping Color 
All Summer Long

   Elsie’s Creamery 
The Best Homemade Ice Cream

Sundaes, Razzles, Shakes, 
Floats & Soft Serve Too!

For The Graduate

PRESENTATION 
ROSE BOUQUETS

Plant Your
Vegetable 
Garden!

Big Selection of Tomato Plants
Heirloom, Classic & Specialties

BITE SIZE TO LARGE SLICERS
Pepper Plants ~ Sweet Bell to Hot & Spicy

 Eggplants, Cucumbers & Squashes

Special $19.99 Dozen

Perennial Special

Salvia 
$9.99 One Gallon Size
May Night, Blue Hill, 

Caradonna
Sun Loving In Shades Of Blue

MEMORIAL DAY PICNIC FOOD
SUMMER SALADS
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Ground Beef Patties & Sliders
Corn On The Cob
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• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!
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JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957

Red Bridge Bait
1129 East Street, Ludlow
SHINERS/WORMS/

TACKLE/ICE
Call 413-589-7957

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The 
adoption of a town-wide 25 
MPH speed limit was ap-
proved at the May 12 Annual 
Town Meeting.

The passage came after an 
initial vote of failing by ma-
jority vote. However, upon a 
requested recount--which led 
to counters manually count-
ing the votes--the article offi-
cially passed by majority in a 
113-61 vote.

Article 47 sets the town-
wide speed limit at 25 MPH 
in all thickly-settled munici-
pally owned streets that don’t 
already have speed limits set 
according to state statutes, 
setting the unposted zones 
from the current speed limit 
of 30 MPH to 25 MPH.

Police Chief Ed Lennon 
explained that thickly settled 
is defined as “buildings less 
than 200 feet apart for a quar-
ter mile or more” and “would 
essentially apply to residen-
tial side streets.”

“The adoption of this 
would not change any cur-
rently posted specific speed 
limit zones or future specif-
ic speed limit zones, which 
are set under Massachusetts 
Law,” Lennon said. “Example 
would be like Main Street or 
Boston Road.”

Lennon said the adoption 
would be the “town’s ex-
pression of what we expect 
vehicles to travel on our res-
idential side streets” with the 
goal to “reduce the speed of 
vehicles on these side roads.”

“There’s going to be some 
challenges to this. I have been 
contacted by some people of-
fline. What would this mean 
for police speed enforce-
ment? Essentially, due to the 
fact that these are going to be 
side streets, generally, they’re 
going to be in somewhat iso-
lated areas,” Lennon said. 
“It’s going to be, frankly, dif-
ficult for the police to enforce 
this. It’s going to be very sit-
uational. I think it’s going to 
be the type of thing where we 
get complaints in that type of 
neighborhood, which we get 
now. We generally will go out 
and do a speed study, we’ll 
put up a sign that will let us 
know what’s going on and 
what our best enforcement 
options are. What we will do 
is then focus enforcement in 
these areas.”

Lennon believed what 
won’t change is when the 
WPD does this type of en-
forcement in “we’re going to 
see situations where when the 
police do it, they’re going to 
see an excessively speeding 
vehicle, they will stop it and 
they’ll take whatever enforce-
ment action there’s going to 
be.”

“The only difference I be-
lieve in this case is going to 
be that the fines might go up 
a little bit because it would 

be five miles an hour differ-
ence in the fine,” Lennon 
said. “But, I don’t think that 
the enforcement is going to 
really be a determining factor, 
unfortunately.”

Currently, Lennon said, 
about one-third of munici-
palities have adopted this, 
with most in Eastern Massa-
chusetts and, locally, Ludlow, 
Springfield, Chicopee and 
Westfield have adopted this.

Belchertown was sched-
uled to vote on this at their 
Annual Town Meeting that 
same evening.

The signage, typically, is 
on main streets with borders 
around the words “Thick-
ly Settled,” with the words 
“CityWide” under “Speed 
Limit 25 MPH” and a box 
reading “Unless Otherwise 
Posted.”

“Locally, you’ll see 
Springfield and Ludlow gen-
erally have these signs at all 
of the entrances. You’ll see 
them at the Wilbraham line as 
you go over,” Lennon said.

Joe Lawler said this “al-
most seems to me to be a 
solution looking for a prob-
lem” and doesn’t see a “major 
issue with regard to speeding” 
in these areas, having not seen 
them himself.

“If the comment is there’s 
not going to be a change in 
enforcement, I’m not sure 
why we do it. I think, con-
versely, it could be a lot more 
enforcement. We’re going to 
have a lot more people--hard-
working people in town--with 
speeding tickets, with points 
and, not really, a lot to gain,” 
Lawler said. “So, I think that 
the current situation is work-
ing very, very well and I re-
spectfully suggest we vote no 
on this issue.”

After Lennon said Law-
ler would be surprised by 
the amount of complaints 
for speeding on side streets 
received by the police de-
partment was almost daily, 
Garrett Fortin asked about the 
signs.

“If this is voted in, are we 
going to go away from the 
suggested yellow 30-mile-
an-hour to a posted 25-mile-
an-hour? Because suggestion 
is one thing. While I don’t 
have a radar gun, I know what 
50 miles an hour looks like 
because I do it myself, and 
there’s a lot of people scream-
ing up and down the road that 
I live on and plenty of other 
ones because it’s extremely 
convenient to miss all those 
lights. I get it,” Fortin said. 
“But if this is going to be-
come a reality, that is a posted 
speed limit, not a suggested 
speed limit.”

After Fortin noted his 
kids living on that street and 
people scream through the 
neighborhood along with not 
seeing too many speed stud-
ies, Lennon agreed that Glenn 
Drive and Brainard Road “are 
the most challenging areas.”

“Unfortunately under 

this law, this only applies to 
unposted, so it can’t be post-
ed,” Lennon said. “So, there 
is some thoughts out there 
that if a yellow sign is put 
up for 25 MPH that it’s still 
considered unposted because 
it’s a suggestion. That’s the 
way some municipalities get 
around that, so I see what 
your comment is by the sug-
gested speed signs because it, 
technically, has to be unpost-
ed to be the 25 MPH.”

“So could you repost it?” 
Fortin said.

Lennon said he could 
speak with the DPW director 
and look into the signs.

“I think our answer is, yes, 
we could definitely look into 
that if this passes,” Lennon 
said.

Select Board Vice Chair 
Michael Squindo--speaking 
as a resident--voiced sup-
port, citing the information 
he found and thanking the po-
lice department for the stud-
ies they’ve done on the cut-
through on Marchonis Road.

“The reason I support this 
is because the vast majority 
of folks who do cut through 
Marchonis, in fact, follow the 
posted speed of 30. That’s not 
my concern,” Squindo said. 
“My concern, really, is that 
the stats support a reduction 
in speed limits is a reduction 
in serious injury and fatalities 
to pedestrians who are walk-
ing along.”

Squindo added while the 
town has been “pretty for-
tunate” in not having “a lot 
of those issues,” he doesn’t 
want to find out “that the day 
comes when somebody’s go-
ing the posted speed limit, 
some issue happens at 30, 

that at 25 may have resulted 
in less injury or fatality.”

“So, I support this for that 
reason. I think most residents 
will follow and abide because 
they’re law-abiding citizens,” 
Squindo said.

Richard Howell noted 
speeds of 20 or 30 miles over 
the speed limit and knows 
this would be hard to enforce, 
sharing how he’s made calls 
himself on Glenn Drive.

“I guess the question is, 
do you think five miles an 
hour would make a difference 
since many of those same ve-
hicles--and I follow them--go 
onto Boston Road and go half 
the speed limit at that point? 
Would it have an impact be-
cause people do take those 
roads pretty dangerously,” 
Howell said.

Lennon hopes with this 
on these side streets it would 
“bring the metric of the speed 
limit down” and set a com-
munity expectation for the 
speed limit to slow down to 
25 MPH.

“Will that--and hopefully 
it will--will bring the metric 
down and maybe we don’t 
get them down to 25 MPH. 
But maybe we get them down 
from 40 on a certain street 
to 30 or maybe we get them 
down a little more,” Lennon 
said. “So, like I said, are we 

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers

Police Chief Ed Lennon presents the proposal for the town-
wide 25 MPH speed limit for Wilbraham during the May 12 
Annual Town Meeting.

Town-wide 25 MPH speed limit passes

Please see SPEED LIMIT, 
page 5
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ALSO A COMPLETE 
LINE OF GOURMET 
CAKES & DESSERTS

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS ........................

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORKLOINS ...

USDA INSP. 
$186

lb

$188

lb

USDA INSP. SOMETHING NEW
CHULETA KAN KAN
PORK CHOPS .....................

$399

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .........
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 
USDA INSP. HILLSHIRE FARMS

POLSKA KIELBASA 
TURKEY 13 OZ or REGULAR 14 OZ 

$399
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN SUPEROR ON MAIN

BLACK & WHITE
CAKE COOKIES ..............................

77¢
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CENTER CUT
BEEF BACK RIBS ...............

$299
lb

ea

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF STRIPLOIN

$464

$174
lb

USDA INSP. OUR IN STORE BAKERY
ALL VARIETIES

BROWNIES 6 PAK ALL VARITIES ........ ea
$399

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$777
lb

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL

$299
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

TRI-COLOR 
CHEESE TORTELLINI 14 OZ BAG ..

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF RIBEYE
STEAKS

ea

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED
PORK BUTT STRIPS .............$335

USDA INSP. 
KAYEM NATURAL CASING
HOT DOGS 2 1/2 LB BOX ...........

$919

$499
lb

$899
lb

ea

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE 
ALL VARIETIES
ITALIAN SAUSAGE ................$279

SALE DATES: 
5/22/25-5/28/25

Closed Memorial Day

USDA INSP. 
FROZEN STORE MADE

HAMBURGER PATTIES
80% LEAN

4 OZ
$1569

ea

3 OZ
20 CT BOX

$1999
ea

Honoring Our Local Heroes

GREAT ON THE GRILL

going to get them right there 
to 25? Maybe not, but may-
be if we put this community 
expectation it’ll bring every-
thing down and it may bring 
down the speed limits too.”

Joyce Rockwell’s concern 
was the metric of five miles 
an hour wouldn’t discourage 
those going 40, 45 and 50 
MPH.

“For the law-abiding citi-
zen, it’ll increase my anxiety 
because it’s not very hard to 
go slightly over 25 MPH. But, 
I think the concern in those 
heavily-settled--thickly-set-
tled areas--is not somebody 
going 30 MPH, it’s somebody 
going 50,” Rockwell said.

After Rockwell noted no 
hard statistics were presented 
“that changing that rate would 
make a difference,” and the 
town is not like larger met-
ropolitan areas where those 
thickly-settled areas would be 
impacted, she asked this.

“How many serious acci-

dents have been reported in 
the last year on those heavi-
ly-settled--or thickly-settled 
areas--where you could docu-
ment that the speed limit was 
not greater than 30 MPH?” 
Rockwell said.

Lennon said he didn’t 
have that information in front 
of him but it could be put to-
gether, adding Rockwell’s 
point about vehicles “which 
speed to the excess” is valid.

“What would happen in 
this case, the fine would go 
up because that vehicle would 
now be speeding more ex-
cessively than is acceptable 
under that. It would be be-
cause it would add another 
five miles an hour to the vi-
olation,” Lennon said. “So in 
those types of things where 
we do have an excessively 
speeding motor vehicle that is 
stopped and fined, that would 
increase the fine.”

After Rockwell’s com-
ments, Town Moderator Jane 
Clark noted the hour and pro-
ceeded to the vote.

SPEED LIMIT from page 3

again--first as a resident--ask-
ing if anyone had gone to 
the local restaurants for their 
thoughts on this.

“As I have learned, that 
didn’t happen. But, has it hap-
pened in the past weekend?” 
Mazzuca said.

Select Board Vice Chair 
Michael Squindo replied he 
could only speak for himself, 
but from what he’d heard 
from several individuals who 
spoke with restaurant owners.

“Those restaurant own-
ers have either a) expect-
ed that this would be put in 
place when they bought their 
restaurant and put it in town 
or, simply, that it’s a one-time 
fee to the restaurant owner in 
terms of what it costs them 
to actually make the changes 
relative to this particular ef-
fort,” Squindo said. “But, that 
all the money that is collect-
ed is more effectively passed 
through to the individuals 
consuming, not paid for by 
the restaurant.”

“But, did we talk with the 
restaurants? Did we actually 
ask them ourselves?” Mazzu-
ca said.

When Squindo said he 
didn’t believe any official ac-
tion was taken by the town, 
Select Board Chair Sue Bun-
nell added a request was made 
to the local chamber of com-
merce “to see if they would be 
able to help us in that regard.”

“They indicated that they 
don’t poll members in that 
sort of a manner,” Bunnell 
said.

Mazzuca then spoke a 
third time--this time as chair 
of the Economic Develop-
ment Committee--noting 
“one of the great things about 
Wilbraham” is “how we are 
a fantastic place to do busi-
ness.”

“We’ve got a great road 
system, we’ve got a great tax 
rate, we have a number of 
different things and one of 
them that we do have--unlike 
most of the towns around us-
-is we don’t have the local 
option meal tax,” Mazzuca 
said. “So, it makes it a little 
easier for somebody to go and 
have their dinner or lunch at 
the restaurant and not have 
to worry about that little ex-
tra, and we’ve used that to 
promote to other restaurants, 
to other individuals, trying to 
get them into Wilbraham.”

Aurora Pierangelo Frias 
listed other communities 
besides Wilbraham that 
don’t have the tax which are 
Hampden, Chester, Granville, 
Holland, Montgomery, Rus-
sell, Southwick, Tolland and 
Wales.

“Our estimated revenue 
per quarter would be about 
$46,000 that directly comes 
back to the town and like 
Mike said, the Finance Com-
mittee has already discussed 
funding--using that money 
potentially--to fund all of the 
potential articles that we just 
voted positively on,” Pieran-
gelo Frias said.

Pierangelo Frias add-
ed even though Wilbraham 
doesn’t have the tax, restau-
rants in Springfield, Long-
meadow and East Longmead-
ow do, so people are paying 

it there.
“When you look at your 

total bill, it’s 0.75%, so a 
cup of coffee at Common 
Grounds, the additional tax 
would be pennies to your total 
bill,” Pierangelo Frias said.

Bunnell then shared how 
the tax works: if .75% is ap-
plied to a $100 bill for a meal, 
it is a 75-cent charge.

“I think all of us probably 
eat in surrounding commu-
nities with about the same 
frequency that folks from 
other communities eat here in 
Wilbraham and I just believe 
nobody’s going to notice 75 
cents on $100,” Bunnell said.

Richard Howell explained 
he spoke to food service ven-
dors and restaurants in town 
“over the last several months” 
and he hasn’t “met one who’s 
in favor or even neutral to-
ward it.”

“As far as the amount of 
the tax goes, it is odd that ev-
ery time there’s a tax--well, 
let’s say a little bit--but when 
it comes to a cut, ‘Well, we 
can’t do that,’” Howell said.

Howell added that Wil-
braham is 90% residential 
and 10% commercial, with 
Hampden being “about the 
same” along with the other 
towns mentioned earlier.

“Those businesses that 
locate, don’t they locate into 
these areas as much? It’s 
harder, even with the growth 
that we’ve had here,” How-
ell said. “And with the prices 
going up, inflation starting to 
come down now, the cost is 
starting to come down, but 
they haven’t abated, and then 
it’s still a tax on everybody 
else that goes to eat there.”

On the tax paying for 
the veteran exemptions that 
were passed, Howell said, “I 
wouldn’t count on that.”

“They can and will be 
funded elsewhere. So, I urge 
everybody to vote this down,” 
Howell said.

Dominic Maloni, co-own-
er of Rice Fruit Farm, shared 
customers already pay 6.25% 
to the state and “we do every-
thing as much as possible to 
keep the taxes and the prices 
low” for them.

He added how Wilbraham 
“doesn’t have a lot of tourist 
business like the Cape and the 
Berkshires and Boston.”

“We’re taxing ourselves, 
so if this gets voted in, the 
odds of it going away are 
basically zero. However, the 
cost to customers, it’s only 
going to go up because food 
prices--if we had to bet are 
probably in 10 years--not go-
ing to be less expensive. So, 
in essence, you’re voting a 
price increase and continuing 
it forever by adding this,” Ma-
loni said.

Maloni said how this was 
voted down before and asked 
a hypothetical question if a 
tax was applied to gas, would 
people vote to increase their 
tax bill for pumping gas.

“I doubt it, so at its sim-
plicity, you should not be 
voting in any regulation that 
drives up the cost of food and 
beverage in our town,” Malo-
ni said.

After further comments 
from residents, Article 33 
failed by majority vote.

MEALS TAX from page 1

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Select Board Vice Chair Michael Squindo reads the motion. 

Judith Theocles, a former 
restaurant owner for 25 
years, speaks. 

Dorothy Borden asked if the 
Local Option Meals Excise 
Tax would apply to food 
trucks such as those used 
at the Wilbraham Farmers 
Market.

WILBRAHAM - The 
Wilbraham United Church 
will be the hosts of a Hand-
bell Concert on Saturday 
May 31 at 7 p.m. featur-
ing the Merrimack Valley 
Ringers, a nationally-known 
handbell group. 

Currently celebrating 
their 23rd season, the Mer-
rimack Valley Ringers are 
an auditioned community 
handbell ensemble devoted 
to sharing the art of hand-
bells and handchimes with 
everyone. MVR’s members 
delight audiences with their 
infectious joy, and make it 
their goal to capture their 
audience from the first note 
with their gusto and warmth. 

Considered partners in 
each performance, audiences 
are drawn in by the ensem-
ble’s personality, sponta-
neity, and unflappable spirit. 
This spring, the Merrimack 
Valley Ringers Celestial 
Light program will take lis-
teners  “Up and Away” on 
a  musical trip through time 
and space. 

They will “Fly [You] 
to the Moon” so you can 
“Moondance” and then be 
“Walking on Sunshine”, on 
the “Fairy Hills”, all before 
the “Morning Light.”

The concert featuring 
five octaves of handbells and 
chimes and 17 ringers, led 
by founding Artistic Director 

Karen Leonard begins at 7 
p.m. in the church’s Sanctu-
ary. The church is located at 
500 Main Street in Wilbra-
ham. 

Parking is available in 
the rear parking lot and the 
church building is accessi-
ble. There is no charge for 
admittance, but a free-will 
offering will be accepted.

Prior to the concert during 
the afternoon, the Ringers 
will be offering a workshop 
to local handbell ringers. 

Ringers interested in at-
tending the workshop can 
register at https://area1.
handbellmusicians.org/state-
and-local-events/western-
ma-ringing-skills-workshop/

Wilbraham United Church holding 
Handbell Concert on May 31

WILBRAHAM - Heath-
er Bean of Hampden was 
the excited winner of the 
“Warm Wishes” Quilt Raf-
fle drawn at the Wilbraham 
Senior Center on May 2 by 
the Friends of Wilbraham 
Seniors.  

This beautiful queen-size 
quilt was created and do-
nated to the Friends by the 
Wilbraham Senior Center’s 
Quilting Group, who meet 
there once a week. Valerie 
Morton, the Quilt’s designer, 
donated the fabric and quilt-
ed one of the 20 blocks. 

Other talented block 
Quilters were Liza Berezin, 
Ann Bezio, Mary Blanch-
ette, Mindy Camyre, Bar-
bara Farrell, Ellen Gatchell, 
Karen Gatchell, Janis Gil-
bert, Ann Guyotte, Karen 
Huntoon, Laurie Joaquim, 
Linda Kehoe, Lynne Miner,  
Cyndy Rymer, Carole Rys, 
Darlene Slater, Jackie Vi-
ens, Judy Zeoli and machine 
quilter Cindy Nickerson.

The Friends thank the 
Quilting Group for this gen-

erous donation, as well as all 
who purchased raffle tickets 
to support this successful, 
special fundraiser. Funds 
received will be used by the 

Friends to continue their 
support of the programs and 
services at the Wilbraham 
Senior Center. 

Friends of Wilbraham Seniors Raffle Winner
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Letters to the editor should be 350 
words or less in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be published. 
We require letter writers to include his 
or her town of residence and home tele-
phone number. We must authenticate 
authorship prior to publication. We re-
serve the right to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to be libelous or 
contain unsubstantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation of charac-
ter and offensive language. All unknown 
or alleged facts and quotations offered 
by the author need to cite credible, un-
biased sources. Send letters to: Editor, 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@turley.
com. The deadline for submissions is 
Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly correct fac-

tual errors that appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Corrections or 
clarifications will always appear on the 
editorial pages. To request a correction, 
send information in an e-mail or mailed 
communication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 
is published every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc. One year out of town 
subscriptions are available at $45, out 
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission of 
news material, letters to the editor and 
photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The TIMES 
is not responsible for submitted photos.
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Policy
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TEAMLetters to the Editor

VIEWPOINTS

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times 
welcomes readers to participate in this 
year’s election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these pages. 
Letters of up to 250 words from local resi-
dents endorsing candidates on the ballot or 
discussing campaign issues should be sent 
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times, care of Tur-
ley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to krivers@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification 
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters 
must be received by noon Monday to be 
considered for that Thursday’s newspaper. 
No attack letters will be printed. No letters 
written by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of 
letters received is larger than the space 
available in the newspaper, or if the letters 
become repetitive, the newspaper reserves 
the right to print a representative sample. 
No endorsement letters will be printed in 
the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor 
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, 

the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, state 
Senate, state House, district attorney 
and Governor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well as a 
question-and-answer voters guide. In 
order to ensure fairness to all candidates, 
no political press releases will be printed, 
nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further pub-
licize their candidacy, beliefs and events 
may contact advertising, 413-283-8393 
about paid advertising in Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times.

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

To The Editor:

To: Mr. Yogi Rana
From: Hampden, Mass. 

Self Storage Committee
Re: Informational pack-

age
It has come to our atten-

tion that your firm may be 
considering exercising the 
rights associated with the 
Special Permit granted for 
a self-storage facility at 2 
Somers Road in Hampden, 
Massachusetts. We strongly 
urge you to reconsider this 
course of action considering 
the substantial and growing 
community opposition, along 
with several key practical and 
market-based concerns:

Over 500 residents — a 
significant portion of Hamp-
den’s population — have for-
mally opposed the construc-
tion of a self-storage facility 
on this site. This is not just 
a matter of preference, but a 
coordinated, long-standing 
effort rooted in genuine con-
cern for the town’s character 
and future.

In a clear expression of 
civic will, a majority of res-
idents voted to increase the 
town’s legal defense fund in 
order to appeal the Special 
Permit. The site lies atop a 

vulnerable aquifer and is ad-
jacent to a scenic gateway 
into town. The project is fun-
damentally out of step with 
Hampden’s rural identity — a 
standard explicitly protected 
under our zoning bylaws and 
the Master Plan.

Three experienced and 
well-capitalized storage in-
vestors have already walked 
away from this opportunity. 
Among them: Patriot Hold-
ings, a national private equi-
ty firm managing more than 
three million square feet 
across 70+ self-storage sites, 
currently in the midst of rais-
ing its fifth fund targeting 
$80–$100 million in New En-
gland alone. After conduct-
ing due diligence, they chose 
not to pursue the project — a 
clear signal about the site’s 
risks and community resis-
tance.

Market saturation and 
limited demand are real con-
cerns. The only existing stor-
age facility within Hampden 
has not received a single rent-
al inquiry in over two years. 
Rental prices have remained 
flat for more than seven 
years — strong indicators of 
an oversupplied local market 
with little unmet need.

Perhaps most impor-

tantly, there is active local 
interest in alternative, com-
munity-driven development. 
Residents, including accred-
ited investors, have expressed 
a willingness to explore more 
suitable, economically viable 
uses for the property — ones 
that would align with the 
town’s values and character, 
rather than provoke deep and 
lasting opposition.

In short, this project faces 
not only formidable public 
resistance but also significant 
legal, reputational, and finan-
cial headwinds. Hampden 
residents are not anti-growth; 
we are pro-community. We 
welcome development that 
respects the town’s unique 
identity and long-term vi-
sion — but we will continue 
to oppose developments that 
threaten them.

We respectfully ask that 
you take this full context into 
account before proceeding. If 
you wish to speak with mem-
bers of the community or re-
view records from previous 
proceedings, I would be hap-
py to connect you with that 
information.

Resident Jeff Grassetti
Resident Joe Sibilia 

Reconsider Self-Storage Facility

Dear Rusty: 
I am a new AMAC 

member and have an im-
portant question for you 
and your answer will be 
greatly appreciated. 

My question is: Is the 
new DOGE effort going 
to help us, or hurt us, all 
those living on Social Se-
curity and receiving Medi-
care benefits? Please let us 
know soon. Regards: Wor-
ried Senior 

 
Dear Worried Senior: 
Here at the AMAC 

Foundation, we offer free 
access to everyone, the 
public as well as AMAC 
members, for our ac-
claimed Social Securi-
ty Advisory Service, at 
which we answer all in-
quiries from anyone with 
questions about Social Se-
curity and enrollment in 
Medicare. 

As you can imagine, 
we very closely watch 
all action in Washing-
ton, D.C. which will af-
fect Social Security and 
Medicare, especially any 
Congressional legislation 
being considered. The 
new Department of Gov-
ernment Efficiency or-
ganization is tasked with 
uncovering and eliminat-
ing fraud and waste in all 
areas of the Federal Gov-
ernment and that includes 
Social Security and Medi-
care. But the important 
thing to remember is that 
DOGE is seeking only to 
discover fraud and gov-
ernment waste.  

Recently a great deal 
of visibility has been giv-
en to DOGE’s efforts to 
discover potential fraud 
and waste in the Social 
Security Administration. 

Everything we have 
seen thus far indicates 
that DOGE’s efforts have 
identified opportunities 
for reducing fraud and 
waste at the Social Se-
curity Administration, 
so our expectation is that 
DOGE’s efforts will tend 
to help the Social Securi-
ty Administration become 
more efficient but not en-
danger anyone’s Social 
Security benefits. 

Indeed, President 
Trump and the DOGE 
team have repeatedly said 
that no cuts in Social Se-
curity benefits will occur 
as a result of DOGE’s ef-
forts. Reducing fraud and 
waste at the SSA would 
tend to improve the agen-

cy’s financial posture and 
improve their ability to 
pay full benefits longer. 
The same is true for Medi-
care. 

Actually, DOGE is 
very transparent and posts 
everything they find on 
this website: www.doge.
gov. A quick look at this 
website reveals that none 
of what they have found 
at the SSA indicates any 
threat to SS or Medicare 
benefits.  

I suggest that any 
negative news media and 
social media accounts of 
DOGE’s activities be tak-
en with a grain of salt. All 
such articles are largely 
meant to attract attention 
to unlikely “doomsday” 
scenarios. The reality is 
that our government is 
over $36 trillion in debt, 
and that debt is growing, 
which is an unsustain-
able financial path for our 
country. 

DOGE is specifically 
tasked with eliminating 
the deficit gap by reduc-
ing frivolous government 
spending and fraud. But 
reducing crucial benefits 
for seniors on Social Se-
curity and Medicare are 
not part of DOGE’s ef-
forts, nor their goal.   

Rest assured that here 
at the AMAC Foundation 
we are watching all cur-
rent DOGE efforts very 
closely and will vigorous-
ly oppose anything which 
will negatively affect So-
cial Security and Medi-
care. Indeed, AMAC’s 
stated goal is to strengthen 
and preserve Social Secu-
rity for all future genera-
tions. 

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other 
governmental entity. This 
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and 
does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Se-
curity advisor for AMAC. 

Will ‘DOGE’ hurt our Social 
Security or Medicare benefits?

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

I went outside yesterday to 
assess the damage after 
nearly five inches of rain 

fell from last Thursday night 
through Saturday 
mid day.  

To say that 
I was mortified 
was an under-
statement. My 
pea seedlings 
were underwater, 
there was a river 
flowing into the 
trenches that my 
newly planted 
potatoes were in, 
and the floor of 
my greenhouse 
literally had an empty bucket 
floating in it.  

Although the water table 
has fallen in the last 24 hours, 
I still wonder when, if ever, I 
will be able to plant the parts 
of my garden still covered 
in winter rye, as tilling it in 
might not happen until July, 
and that’s if we don’t get any-
more rain. I was mad about it 
all day, because this was the 
year I was going to have the 
best garden ever.  

My transplants look fan-
tastic, and I have all sorts of 
seedlings going in succession, 
so that, for example, my broc-
coli and cauliflower don’t rip-
en all at once. How will I ever 
plant them, I thought?  

The day ended and a new 
day came, and with it joy in 
the morning. The standing 

water was gone, at least, and 
so was my desire to pack it all 
up and move to a condomini-
um. Maybe there is hope.  

I spent Mother’s Day 
gardening after all, in higher 
parts of the yard, and it was a 
good day.

While I was working 
among the plants I made note 
that the lily leaf beetle has 
arrived. Handpicking and de-
stroying the bright red insects 
over the last couple of years 
has thankfully inspired a re-
surgence in my patch of tiger 
lilies. It can in yours too!  

Search out adults early in 
the season, beginning in mid 
April, when they are hanging 
around looking for a mate or 
in the process of mating. Pick 
them up and drop them into 
soapy water. 

Well seasoned and espe-
cially fed-up gardeners can 
simply squish the bug. That’s 
me.  

Chances are you won’t 
be able to get every adult be-
fore some eggs are laid. Find 
them on the undersides of 

the leaves; they 
are brownish-red 
in color, and are 
easily “done in” 
by running your 
thumb along the 
vein of the leaf.  

If you miss 
some eggs, deal-
ing with the lar-
va is your final 
option before 
real damage en-
sues. Squishing 
the slug-like, 

poop-covered larvae deserves 
a “bravest gardener of the 
year” award- hard to do even 
by this “well-seasoned and 
especially fed-up” gardener’s 
standards!  

If you just can’t bring 
yourself to handle the bug-
gers, try an insecticide made 
from neem extract.  Although 
neem is a botanical, it is not 
to be sprayed when bees are 
out. Using it in the evening is 
a good option.

My peony plants have put 
on some nice buds. All but 
one of my plants had already 
been staked, and the one that 
wasn’t is on the small side, 
perfect to be put in one of 
those circular tomato cages.  

A little of this and a little of that

An Oakham couple saw 
their first Baltimore 
oriole at their feeder 

on Monday, May 5.
I saw the first Baltimore 

oriole for this year on Tues-
day, May 13. I heard it singing 
on two occasions, but I could 
not locate it. The male ori-
ole’s whistling song is often 
heard while the bright orange 
and black bird is perched in a 
tree top. They prefer tall trees 
in open areas.

The Baltimore oriole is a 
medium sized icterid black-
bird common in eastern North 
America as a migratory breed-
ing bird. It received its name 
from the resemblance of the 
male’s colors to those on the 

coat-of-arms 
of 17th-centu-
ry Lord Bal-
timore. The 
female weaves 
a hanging bas-
ket nest. As a 
child, orioles 
nested in an 
elm tree in 

our yard and my family and I 
enjoyed watching the orioles 
from our porch.

Young male orioles don’t 
molt into the bright orange of 
the adult until the fall of their 
second year. Until that time 
they resemble the drab, fe-
male plumage. However, fe-
males become deeper orange 
with every molt and some 
older females are almost as 
bright orange as males.

Orioles have a long point-
ed beak with a thick base. 
The male has a black head 
with black wings and tail. The 
wings also have white marks.

The Oakham couple also 
had a Bald Eagle in their yard. 

The eagle was eating a fish 
while perched on a tree limb. 

Worthington birds
I received an email from 

a Worthington resident. 
He said, “For years the red 
breasted grosbeak has re-
turned to my feeder in the first 
week of May. I was thinking 
he was late this year, but yes-
terday afternoon (on May 7) 
one arrived.”

He also said, “About a 
week ago I heard a wood 
thrush, but not since..I am 
nervous about bird popula-
tions. II know scholars say 
they are declining, and this 
year I am seeing very few 
robins, making for a silent 
spring.” He also commented 
he hoped there were plenty of 
robins my way. Yes, there are.

The Worthiington resident 
also saw a bear. He said, “A 
bear reached up 7.5 feet and 
got the bottom of my feeder. I 
saw him in the dim light of a 
motion light, full height as he 

was doing it. A real monster 
that my 40 lb dog chased off.”

Photo by Sean Blood

Baltimore oriole

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Please see GARDEN, 
page 12

Please see BACKYARD, 
page13

Brimfield birds
A Brimfield resident 

said, “Last week in the 
yard the first ruby-throated 
hummingbird (male), phoe-
be and a house wren were 
seen.”

He said, “In Warren it 
looks like the ospreys are in-
cubating eggs.” He also said, 
“I have several black swal-
low-tailed butterfly chrys-
alises in my garage that I 
need to get into the daylight 
now that the weather seems 
to be more spring like. Last 
year, he and his wife over-
wintered three and they all 
emerged and flew away.

Peregrine falcon cameras
Peregrine falcons are 

the fastest birds on Earth. 
They live throughout the 
world, including right here 
in Massachusetts! Several 
web cameras allow the pub-
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COMMUNITY
BULLETIN BOARD

Grateful for the 
brave men and women 

who made the ultimate sacrifice 
for our freedom.

WE REMEMBER AND HONOR 
THEIR SELFLESS SERVICE.

Readers are encouraged to send in 
medium to high resolution photos 

for this page by e-mail to 
krivers@turley.com or

mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 

WILBRAHAMWILBRAHAM
HAMPDENHAMPDEN

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Submitted photos Emilie Lang

Last week’s Wilbraham 
Friends of the Library Book 
Sale at the Wilbraham 
Public Library was a huge 
success as highlighted in 
last week’s Times. Before 
the sale on May 7 through 
10, take a look at the 
number of books that were 
donated to this year’s event 
by the community.

Submitted photo and caption Cheryl Phillips

Red Hatters celebrate Cinco de Mayo
Hola!!  The Red Hatters celebrated Cinco de Mayo at the Wilbraham Senior Center on Wednesday, May 7.  “All That’s 
Mexican” was the theme.  They celebrated with music, food and a Wheel of Fortune game complete with prizes. Chair ladies 
were Kathy Sowa and Janet Vitkus.

HSC Friends get ready to shred!

Submitted photo Joan Shea

The Friends of Hampden Senior Citizens were already off to 
a great start for their Shred Event on May 16 with Kathleen 
Rochford presenting a donation to Friends Vice-President 
Joan Shea.

Submitted photos Emilie Lang

Attendees enjoyed Pianist Richard Hughes presenting The 
Golden Age of Silent Movies at the Wilbraham Public Library 
on May 12. 
The presentation included a selection of early cartoons, 
historical dramas, serial thrillers, and slap-stick comedies 
featuring legends like Harold Lloyd, Charlie Chaplin and Buster 
Keaton brought to life through sound effects and live musical 
accompaniment. Audience members also got to synchronize 
sound effects to a 1913 melodrama using animation devices.
The program was sponsored by the Friends of the Wilbraham 
Public Library.

WPL enjoys Silent Movies

Books, books 
and more books!

Love, Mom & Dad, Family and Friends

Happy Birthday
Alison Aucoin!!

Your kindness, creativity and light make the 
world better every day. You’re strong, smart, 

funny and beautiful inside and out. Keep 
working hard and loving big. I’m so proud to 

be your mom and can’t wait to watch you 
continue to shine. Love you bbg!

Happy 15th Birthday
Harlowe!!
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was pretty fun,” Schulze said.
Her big takeaway from the 

experience was this.
“People in Senegal do not 

have the resources that we 
have here in the States, but 
they are incredibly hard-work-
ing, they are making the best 
of what they have. I mean, I 
had students coming up to me 
all the time saying, ‘Speak 
English with me.’ One student 
said, ‘English is freedom.’ 
Like they really feel like if 
they know English, that’s go-
ing to open up opportunities 
for them,” Schulze said. “So, I 
was trying to practice my high 
school French and they were 
like, ‘No no no, speak En-
glish.’ They wanted to speak 
English and they were just re-
ally open to the ideas that we 
had.”

Another thing that struck 
Schulze was the classrooms, 
which have 50 to 80 students 
in one class and they stay in 
the same classroom all day as 
varying teachers come in to 
teach.

“They did not have hands-
on activities. A lot of it is the 
students writing, copying off 
of the board,” Schulze said. 
“I watched one physics class 
where students wrote for over 
an hour, but they were atten-
tive, they were engaged when 
the teacher would ask ques-
tions, they were right with 
him. So, they’re really mak-
ing the best out of what they 
have.”

Schulze said the journey 
began last year when finish-
ing up her Master’s in Edu-
cational Leadership at Mount 
Holyoke College where there 
were guest speakers who talk-
ed about opportunities, so she 
applied for them.

“I was accepted into a 
couple of different programs 
and I ended up choosing to 
go with the Fulbright program 
this year, which was great, 
and I think the more you get 
into this community, the more 
opportunities you see,” Schul-
ze said.

Schulze stressed “We 
live in a global society” after 
sharing how she and others 
recently learned the Fulbright 
program would be cut by the 
State Department in the pro-
posed next fiscal year budget 
at the federal level.

“Our students need to 
know how to work with oth-
er people. They need to learn 
how to work with other cul-
tures and their expectations 
and I feel like we can’t iso-
late ourselves. This is not the 
time to do that and I think 
the opportunity that I have, 
I was able to bring that back 
to my students and talk about 
‘Look at what the conditions 
are like in Senegal’ ‘Look at 
what we have,’ ‘What can we 

do?’ How can we reach out?’” 
Schulze said.

Since returning home, she 
heard from a student in Sene-
gal who wanted to practice his 
conversational English, which 
led to an opportunity for her 
own students to connect.

“In a class of 50 to 80, you 
don’t get to do that, and some 
of the students at Wilbraham 
Middle School said, ‘Yeah, 
I’d like to talk with him’ and 
so, I think that beginning of 
that connection is really, re-
ally critical to future success, 
our country’s success,” Schul-
ze said.

Outside of teaching, 
Schulze also enjoyed spend-
ing time with her fellow 
teachers and touring parts of 
Senegal including going on 
a safari, a riverboat tour and 
visiting the African Renais-
sance Monument in Dakar, 
showing how African people 
rose from bondage and slav-
ery and looked forward.

“I think a lot of Senega-
lese culture is about holding 

tight to customs and traditions 
and respecting that, but also 
that desire to move forward,” 
Schulze said.

Schulze expressed her 
gratitude to WMS for support-
ing this opportunity, encour-
aging fellow teachers to apply 
for the Fulbright Program and 
other programs out there.

“I think what it shows is 
that our students are curious 
about other cultures and I 
think we need to foster that 
and develop that so we can be 
players on that world stage. I 
think students in Wilbraham 
have a lot to offer the world, 
and making those connections 
is going to help them do that,” 
Schulze said.

Her message to the com-
munity was this.

“I would say to the com-
munity we appreciate any 
support that they can give the 
schools. I know funding is 
tight, but our students are a 
valuable resource and we need 
to develop them. We need to 
give them opportunities and 
that includes making sure that 
our teachers are well-trained 
and have opportunities and 
feel fulfilled and able to bring 
back these rich experiences to 
their students,” Schulze said. 
“So, that support financially, 
being visible in schools, en-
couraging their students to 
have a global perspective is 
huge.”

SCHULZE from page 1

Wilbraham Middle School Teacher Amy Schulze enjoying an 
opportunity for tourism while in Senegal.

Wilbraham Middle School Teacher Amy Schulze teaching students while in Senegal for the 
Fulbright Teachers for Global Classrooms Program.

A group shot of Wilbraham Middle School Teacher Amy 
Schulze with her fellow Fulbright teachers.

Wilbraham Middle School Teacher Amy Schulze in a photo with some of the students she met 
during her Fulbright program adventure in Senegal. Photos courtesy of Amy Schulze

Wilbraham Middle School 
Teacher Amy Schulze meets 
lions while on safari.

A rock created by a 
Wilbraham Middle School 
student is now a part of 
Senegal, a rock WMS Teacher 
Amy Schulze brought with 
her during her Fulbright 
Program in the country.

A shot of Senegalese people traveling by donkey.

Wilbraham 
Middle School 

Teacher Amy 
Schulze in 

front of a sign 
for a school in 

Senegal.
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vived the historic Hill Climb 
in 2013. Jeff DeMarey of 
Hampden now organizes 
the event, presented by the 
Springfield to Boston Educa-
tion Foundation, a nonprofit 
that strives to educate stu-
dents at all levels about an-
tique transportation.

“We want to get people 
excited and interested in this 
world and give them an op-
portunity to learn more and 
meet others with the same 
passion,” DeMarey said.

What’s special about the 
Hill Climb, DeMarey contin-
ued, is that it gives the public 
the rare chance to see vintage 
racers in motion. 

“You see how they move, 
hear how they sound, they’re 
not just on a lot,” DeMarey 
said.

As the green flag dropped 
for antique cars of all makes 
and vintages, some purred to 
a start, others roared and a 
couple put-putted up the hill.

With a low growl, a rob-
in’s-egg-blue Ford 1966 
GT40 driven by Ben Levy 
from Boston launched the 
race in an exhibition run.

The GT40, so called be-
cause it is only 40 inches 
from the road to the roof, 
is a superstar car. It won Le 
Mans four consecutive times 
and was featured in the film 
“Ford vs. Ferrari.”

While the multimil-
lion-dollar GT40 was the 
most valuable car at the 
event, David Geanacopo-
lous’s 1913 Hudson 6-54 
was the oldest to make the 
climb.

His antique car labored 
on its first mile run, reach-

ing the finish line in 2:17. 
“I had to shift down, but 

I made it,” Geanacopolous 
said. “I’ll hang in second 
gear longer next time to see if 
I can get a little momentum.”

Even older was a 1899 
Hayes-Apperson, a true mu-
seum piece that looks like a 
buggy with a fringe on top. 
Working with mechanic Ron 
Bushey, Holman recently re-
stored the antique car to run-
ning condition. They drove it 
to the starting line—but not 
up the hill.

The 2024 Hill Climb 
Champion, James Maloney, 
returned to Wilbraham in 
his winning car, a 1932 Ford 
5-Window outfitted with a 
powerful Buick nailhead en-
gine from the 1960s.

“He’s been messing with 
old cars since before he could 
drive,” said his mother, Pattie 
Maloney. 

She served as her son’s 
impromptu pit crew, wiping 
his windshield between runs.

After a slippery shift from 
first to second gear, Maloney 
completed his first ascent in 
59.96 seconds. He then tried 
straddling the center line to 
gain more traction. 

“I’m going to take a dif-
ferent approach every time. I 
have to remember I have the 
whole road,” he said.

“That’s my boy,” said his 
mother, as the boxy black 
Ford screeched to a start on 
its second ascent, in which 

Maloney reduced 
his time by four 
seconds.

By his fi-
nal attempt, 
M a l o n e y 
had sped 
up the hill 
in 47.85 
s e c o n d s , 
cutting .55 
seconds from 
his winning 
2024 time and 
good for second 
place this year.

Third place, 
48.56 seconds, went 
to Herman Will, driving 
a 1953 Kurtis.

Tom Ellsworth of Essex, 
Mass., received the new Hol-
man Heritage Award for car-
rying on the spirit of vintage 
automobile competition in 
his 1932 Ford Amilcar Spe-
cial.

The crowd grew through-
out the day, which started out 
drizzly but soon cleared. Pro 
Announcers Brad Phillips 
and Steve Magnante shared 
their immense knowledge 
of cars with the crowd as the 
road dried.

“We call rain liquid 
horsepower,” observed Mag-
nante.

Wayne Carini, host of 
Motor Trend’s “Chasing 
Classic Cars,” enjoyed the 
drive along Ridge Road 
as he descended the hill in 
his tomato-red 1958 Fiat 

Stanguellini. 
“I had a blast,” Carini 

said. “There are some beau-
tiful homes and views up 
there.”

The day also included a 
car show featuring more than 
200 cars, craft booths, food 
trucks and auto-related ex-
hibitors.

Dennis Lessard of 
Belchertown welcomed the 
public into a trolley built 
around 1900 that was later 
converted to a motor home 
with a 1924 Buick truck 
chassis. Lessard devoted 18 
months to restoring it, in-
cluding pounding 540 rivets 
in by hand.

The 27-mile drive to the 
car show was the RV’s maid-
en voyage. 

“It runs great!” Lessard 
said. “Restoring un-
usual old vehicles is 
my disease. I spent 
$1,300 in screws 
alone on this one.”

Sisters Katy and 
Zara Letterer, whose 
house is on the Wil-
braham Hill Climb 
starting line, watched 
the race with their 
friend Emerson Judd. 

Zara spoke for 
many in the crowd 
when she said: “I 
love watching the 
Hill Climb every 
year. I love all the old 
cars. Every one has 
its own special qual-
ities.”

Hill ClimbHill ClimbWILBRAHAMWILBRAHAM

HILL CLIMB from page 1

Vanessa Ford, associate 
director of the Community 

Music School of Springfield, 
poured her heart into the 

National Anthem.

A 1913 Hudson 6-54 was the oldest car to climb the hill.

George Holman (left) and mechanic Ron Bushey in the 1899 
Haynes-Apperson motor carriage they restored.

Cars line up for their turn to race.

Fans enjoyed a good view of the cars climbing Monson Road.

This custom MG won the hill climb in 46.76 seconds.

ABOVE: 2024 Hill Climb 
winner James Maloney and 
his dog, Luna.

RIGHT: Donald Law in 
his 1954 Jaguar 120, the 

fastest car of its day. “I’m 
a sucker for a pretty car,” 

he said.

The center of Wilbraham was filled with lovingly restored show cars on the day of the hill climb.

An entrant speeds up 
super-steep Monson Road.

Turley photos by 
Patricia Sullivan
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by to meet with attendees and 
show off his canoe rack filled 
with six canoes.

The event was made pos-
sible through support from 
VFW Post 9397, the Women’s 
Auxiliary from Post 9397, 
Rice Fruit Farm, Village Food 
Mart, Monson Savings Bank, 
Mass Wildlife, Krazy Jake’s, 
The Grog Shoppe, Koffee 
Tyme, Reid’s Corner, The 
Hampden House, JP McCa-
rthy Monson Terminal, John 
McCarthy, CJ’s Towing and 
Granby Bait Shoppe.

Incoming Commander 
David Demers--who will suc-
ceed Outgoing Commander 
Heath Joseph--was humbled 
by the community support 
and added how it’s the VFW’s 
way of giving back to the 
community.

“The VFW is extremely 
grateful for all the people do-
nating, all their time and what 
little they can do or what big 
they can do, it doesn’t matter 
to us. We appreciate just the 
donations because it’s for the 
kids,” Demers said. “The kids 
are the most important in this 
community. We have people 
that still here fish with their 
parents and they came here 
when they fished their first 
time ever at the Fishing Der-
by and, now, they have their 
kids and they’re fishing here 
for the first time. It means a 
lot to the VFW and to the en-
tire community that we can 
have the opportunity to be 
here on the Scantic so they 
can all learn to fish at no cost 
to them.”

Demers said the VFW 
Post most enjoys the camara-
derie.

“Just the smiles on the 
kids’ faces. Like just see-
ing them, ‘I caught a fish! I 
caught a fish!’ They’re abso-
lutely hysterical. Just the kids 
when they take the fish out of 
the net and then put them in 
a bucket and they get to walk 
around, walk over and put the 
fish where they’re going to 
fish, ‘I’m going to catch that 
fish that I just put in the wa-

ter!’ It really means a lot, just 
their reactions,” Demers said.

Sterling--adorned with a 
Nemo hat alongside his fel-
low firefighters for the occa-
sion--was enjoying the festiv-
ities, with an attendee coming 
up with their catch during our 
interview.

“We got a beautiful little 
rainbow trout that is eight and 
a half inches,” Sterling said. 
“Are you going to bring that 
back? There you go.”

He shared the event brings 
the fire department out to the 
community.

“It’s just good for us to 
get out into the public, into 
the public’s eye. Usually, you 
don’t see the fire department 
unless we’re coming to your 
house,” Sterling said. “So, 
any chance that we get to in-
teract, talk with the kids, an-
swer their questions, is a good 
day for us.”

Sterling said the VFW 
also provides support to the 
fire department.

“The VFW provides a lot 
of support for us. They let us 

do the fundraising here when 
we do our fundraisers. The 
shirts are new this year, we 
usually do a Christmas raffle, 
so they let us sell the tickets 
here,” Sterling said. “They put 
on the Memorial Day Parade, 
we put on the Hotdog Social 
after it, so we work hand in 
hand with that. It’s just giving 
back to those who’ve given so 
much to our community and 
to the nation.”

For Crivelli, events like 
this inspire the next genera-
tion of fishing enthusiasts.

“I’m so excited. Being 
able to connect with some 
of the families, some of the 
youth in the community, it’s 
awesome,” Crivelli said. “We 
just had our own fishing der-
by at Robinson State Park on 
May 3. We had 45 participants 
show up. It was awesome, just 
an amazing experience. The 
kids loved it, catching fish 
and we’re very excited to be 
doing it again next year.”

Crivelli hoped everyone 
got the chance to catch a fish 
and learn more about fishing. 

Also, learn about local orga-
nizations like his that foster a 
love for fishing and the out-
doors.

“It’s really great just to get 
the community out in nature 
and let them know about the 
Scantic River. We got it right 
here in our backyard and it’s 
got so many fish,” Crivelli 
said. “It’s just a beautiful lo-
cation and it’s just awesome 
to see the youth and the fam-
ilies out here getting out in 
nature and just enjoying the 
springtime.”

Demers encouraged the 
community to check out the 
VFW’s upcoming events and 
continue lending their sup-
port.

“The message I have for 
the community is thank you 
very much for volunteering 
in any way that they possi-
bly could and giving us this 
opportunity to have our 63rd 
Annual Fishing Derby and 
the message to everyone out 
here today: have fun, catch 
some fish!” Demers said.

DERBY from page 1

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% 
Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your 

GOLD Towards 
A New Purchase

WE BUY  GOLD!

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

A shot of families fishing along 
the Scantic River during the 63rd 
Annual Kids Fishing Derby histed 
by the VFW Post 9397.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

A close-up of attendees fishing along the Scantic River.

Incoming VFW Post 9397 Commander David Demers and 
Giancarlo Crivelli, founder/executive director of Fishing 
Friends Inc., shake hands in this photo.

Hampden Fire Dept. Lt. Joshua Sterling measures a fish 
caught by one of the attendees.

A group photo of this year’s Kids Fishing Derby winners with Incoming VFW Post 9397  
Commander David Demers and Hampden Fire Department Lt. Joshua Sterling, who served as 
this year’s judge.

Another close-up of Hampden Fire Dept. Lt. Joshua Sterling 
measuring a fish.

63rd Annual Kids Fishing Derby
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WILBRAHAM – With 
the exception of a loss against 
Glastonbury of Connecticut, 
the Minnechaug Regional 
High School boys lacrosse 
team has a near perfect re-
cord. After the loss, Min-
nechaug defeated Agawam 
and South Hadley to end the 
week and are 15-1 heading 
into the Western Mass. tour-
nament. The Falcons will also 
likely earn a high seed in the 
state tournament.

Boys lacrosse finished regular season 15-1Boys lacrosse finished regular season 15-1

Collin Meunier 
looks for an open 

teammate.

Tommy O’Toole winds up 
looking to shoot.

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande
Ethan Kelliher keeps the ball away from an opponent

Matt Beaudim is closely guarded as he tries to shoot. Devin Purchas looks to overcome the defense. Liam Harrigan tries to defend the Minnechaug goal.

WILBRAHAM – Last Tuesday night, Minnechaug Regional 
High School baseball lost 9-4 against Westfield. The Falcons would 
follow that with a win over East Longmeadow and then a loss last 
Saturday at Leominster to finish the regular season at 8-8. The Fal-
cons will face West Springfield and Wahconah this week to try and 
stay at .500 or above in order to make the state tournament.

Falcons have even record heading into final week

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande

Evan Liverseidge sends a pitch away.

Ben Daniels jumps up and makes a catch.

Aiden Rodrigues gets ready to swing. Alex Savlick keeps a high pitch from getting away. Bryce Barlow fires over to first.

Paul Diehl hustles 
for first base.

WILBRAHAM – The 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School girls lacrosse grabbed 
two wins, defeating West-

field 11-5 and South Hadley 
16-13 to finish up the regular 
season with a 6-11 record. 
The Falcons have a matchup 

with Leominster scheduled 
for May 20. The Falcons still 
have a potential shot at the 
state tournament. The most 

recent power rankings reflect-
ed Minnechaug at 5-11, and 
in the No. 35 ranking. If the 
Falcons can move up a few 

more spots, they would finish 
in the Top 32 to qualify for the 
Division 2 state tournament.

FRANKLIN – More 
than 250 principals, assis-
tant principals and athletic 
directors from through-
out the Commonwealth 
attended the MIAA 46th 
Annual Meeting – “A Cel-
ebration of Leadership 
and Service in Support of 
Educational Athletics” – 
held Wednesday, April 2 
at the Doubletree Hotel in 
Westborough.

Highlighting the event 
was a performance by the 
Mighty Singing Falcons 
from Foxborough Region-
al Charter School, under 
the direction of Evelyn D. 
Lee.

The day began with 
the annual MIAA business 
meeting, presided over by 
outgoing MIAA president 
Stephanie Sibley, who was 
presented with a rocking 
chair in appreciation of 
her service to the associa-
tion and the Board of Di-
rectors.

In his Executive Direc-
tor Report, Dr. Bob Bald-
win reviewed the accom-
plishments of the Board 
and the association over 
the previous year, and also 
presented several “What’s 
Next” potential initiatives:

Standardized Annual 
Calendar for Interscholas-
tic Athletics

An objective process 
to adopt and/or remove an 
MIAA sponsored sport

Power ranked sports 
standards for Number of 
Championship Divisions

Establish a Division 
1A component of the 
statewide tournament

The Board also recog-
nized several retiring ath-
letic directors and officials 
for their dedication and 
service to the MIAA

IAA holds 
annual 
meeting

Regular season ends with pair of wins
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Yearly tonnage 

(abbr.)
  4. British thermal unit
  7. Afflict
  8. Refrain from 

harming
 10. Galls
 12. Leg bone
 13. Rhine distributary
 14. Recipe 

measurement
 16. Chap
 17. Useful book
 19. Mountain Time
 20. Snakelike fishes
 21. Places where 

people live
 25. US, Latin America, 

Canada belong to
 26. Periodical
 27. A type of sense
 29. A way to get 

possession of

 30. Everyone has one
 31. Body art
 32. Mr. October
 39. Abba __, Israeli 

politician
 41. Head movement
 42. Jeweled 

headdress
 43. VCR button
 44. A way to change 

color
 45. Basketball move
 46. Upright stone 

slab
 48. Forest-dwelling 

monkey
 49. Pulsate steadily
 50. Negative
 51. Sino-Soviet bloc 

(abbr.)
 52. Unit of work

CLUES DOWN
  1. Island

  2. Pittsburgh 
ballplayer

  3. Chemical 
compound

  4. Indicates density 
of data (abbr.)

  5. Mesas
  6. Wild, long-legged 

sheep
  8. Engine additive
  9. “CSI” actor George
 11. Stony waste 

matter
 14. Thyroid-

stimulating 
hormone

 15. Pores in a leaf’s 
epidermis

 18. Digraph
 19. Married woman
 20. Peripheral
 22. Northern Italy city
 23. Klutz
 24. Type of tree

 27. Witnessed
 28. Popular breakfast 

food
 29. __ Mahal
 31. BoSox legend 

Williams
 32. Professional 

drivers
 33. Atom or molecule 

type
 34. The Constitution 

State
 35. Chest to store 

clothes (Scottish)
 36. Type of solution
 37. Speaker
 38. Specifying
 39. Formerly 

(archaic)
 40. Wiseman and 

Krom are two
 44. The bill in a 

restaurant
 47. Tennis shot

SPORTS

WINCHESTER, N.H. 
– Dylan Zullo won his first 
career Super Street victory 
Saturday, May 10, at Mo-
nadnock Speedway, topping 
the season opener at the high 
banked quarter-mile.

Jimmy Zellman made the 
move of the night to snatch 
victory in the Pure Stock 
main event, while Kyle 
Templeton had his way in 
the Mini Stocks. Fourteen-
year-old Sofia Rego won the 
night’s Young Guns feature, 
while Adam Lovejoy topped 
a spirited field of Pro V8 
Sportsmen.

After rain forced post-
ponement of the oval’s 
scheduled 2025 season open-
er two weeks ago, a large 
field of competitors filled the 
pits Saturday, as the popular 
NASCAR sanctioned speed-
plant began its 55th season of 
competition.

Moisture still present at 
the top of the track and the 
dew coming in prevented the 
scheduled All State Materials 
Group 604 Modified feature 
from being run safely, but a 
stout field of 19 open-wheel-
ers were on hand to time trial 
in preparation for next Satur-
day’s twin features.   Second 
generation hot shoe Andrew 

Brousseau was fastest on 
the clock Saturday, blister-
ing the high banks with a 
lap of 12.343 seconds, af-
ter fast-timing in practice at 
12.288.

Firing from the pole, teen 
star JD Stockwell led the first 
14 laps of the Twin State 
Truck Services Super Street 
main event Saturday. Dylan 
Zullo, though, was on a rail

The second-generation 
Claremont pilot moved up 
to second on lap nine, quick-
ly pulling up to Stockwell’s 
bumper and riding there until 
low-lining out of turn two to 
take command on lap 14. Zu-
llo would then shoot ahead 
to score his first career Mo-
nadnock Super Street victory 
four lengths ahead of Stock-
well.

Strong all night, Zach Zi-
linski came home third, with 
Hillary Renaud winning a 
hard-fought battle over Erik 
Smith for fourth.

Jimmy Zellman came up 
just a handful of points shy 
of last summer’s Pure Stock 
championship. Bidding to 
improve on that finish this 
time around, the Bay State 
blaster won a thriller Satur-
day with a masterful move 
as the Brattleboro Towing 

& Recovery Pure Stocks re-
started lap 22.

Carlos Grenier, who’d 
taken the lead from Colton 
Hull on lap three, seemed 
to have the field covered, in-
cluding Zellman, who’d fol-
lowed him to the front on the 
same go-round. But a Carter 
Chamberlin looper in turn 
two brought Zellman to Gre-
nier’s side, and potent Kyle 
Kenny to his back bumper.

With Zellman refiring 
from the top of the track, 
Kenny was poised to low-
line his way to second. But 
Zellman wasn’t buying it.

Firing like a missile at the 
drop of the green, Zellman 
beat Grenier into turn one 
and held him in his shadow 
to win a thriller. Kenny was 
strong in third, with Hull 
fourth and Markus O’Neil 
impressing in fifth.

Kyle Templeton, who 
entered Saturday’s Fabian 
Fuels Mini Stock main event 
with two Claremont feature 
wins already to his credit this 
season, kept that dominant 
streak intact, taking the lead 
from John Fultz on lap six 
and then soaring off to win 
with ease. 

Behind Templeton, the 
action was fast and furious. 

Former track champ Louie 
Maher rocketed into second 
when Fultz slowed on lap 
19, and Young Gun alum-
nus Zach Zilinski, made a 
late-race charge through the 
field to earn opening night’s 
bronze medal finish.

Adam Lovejoy took 
charge on lap four of the Pro 
V8 Sportsman feature and 
never looked back. If he had, 
he’d have seen Jimmy Ren-
frew Sr. charging through the 
pack. Renfrew got up for sec-
ond on lap seven, but could 
never find the fast path past 
Lovejoy.

The visiting rear-wheel 
drive competitors raced 
three-across and nose-to-tail 
for all 25 laps without draw-
ing a caution flag. At the 
checkers, Scott Riggleman, 
who’d hauled in from 300 
miles away, finished the race 
in third.

In the youth division 
Doug’s Auto Body Young 
Guns 15-lapper, second-year 
driver Sofia Rego led all the 
way to score her first career 
victory. Hunter Duquette 
rode in her shadow until 
wobbling on lap 11, but then 
recovered to come home sec-
ond. Maya Bell was third on 
the night.

Zullo picks up win at Monadnock

BOSTON – In celebra-
tion of Mass Golf’s 125th 
anniversary, the Massachu-
setts Golf Hall of Fame is 
inducting its largest class to 
date, including seven indi-

viduals who are being rec-
ognized for their outstanding 
contributions to the game.

For the first time, the Hall 
of Fame will also introduce a 
select group of 10 inductees 

as “Pioneers,” a newly estab-
lished category recognizing 
early trailblazers who helped 
lay the foundation of golf in 
Massachusetts. These Pio-
neers include the founders of 
both the Women’s Golf As-
sociation of Boston/Wom-
en’s Golf Association of 
Massachusetts and the Mas-
sachusetts Golf Association.

“This is a truly special 
moment for Mass Golf,” 
said Thomas F. Bagley III, 

Committee Chairman of the 
Massachusetts Golf Hall of 
Fame. “As we celebrate 125 
years of our organization’s 
history, it’s only fitting that 
we honor a class this expan-
sive and diverse. Their con-
tributions have helped shape 
the wide-reaching legacy of 
golf in Massachusetts, and 
each of them has rightfully 
earned their place among the 
legends enshrined in the Hall 
of Fame.”

The official induction 
ceremony will take place as 
part of the Mass Golf Annual 
Meeting, featuring an early 
afternoon ceremony and lun-
cheon on Oct. 16 at Thorny 
Lea Golf Club in Brockton. 
More details will be released 
at a later date.

Massachusetts Golf Hall to have new inductees

Follow Turley Sports
on Instagram

Turley Publications sports department has recently 
joined Instagram. You can find our account by search-
ing “turleysports.” We will regularly feature samples of 
photos that you will see in our publications on a weekly 
basis. Please follow and share with your friends and 
loved ones. We will be featuring photos from all 11 of 
our sports sections, but as always, you can see all the 
photos that appear by subscribing to your local paper or 
picking up a copy in your community.

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

WILBRAHAM - The 
13th annual “Run for 
Rice’s 5K Road Race” will 
be held on Saturday, June 
7, 2025 at 9 a.m.  

This popular, fami-
ly-friendly 5K road race 
begins at Christ the King 
– Epiphany Church, 758 
Main Street, Wilbraham, 
MA, and winds through 
a flat, fast course in sur-
rounding neighborhoods, 
ending at Rice Fruit Farm 
across the street from the 
start.  Pre-registration fee 
for runners and walkers is 
$20, while day-of-race reg-
istration is $25.  

Ages 18 and under reg-
istration is $15 including 
day-of registration. 

Race day registration 
will be open from 7:30 
a.m. until 8:45 a.m.  Online 
registration is available at 
RunSignUp.com.

Run for 
Rice’s 5K 
Road Race 
set for June 7

SCHOOLS

WILBRAHAM/HAMP-
DEN - Dear Hampden and 
Wilbraham neighbors, since 
1961, the Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Scholarship Foundation 
has been awarding scholar-
ships to graduating 
seniors of Min-
nechaug Regional 
High School re-
siding in Hampden 
and Wilbraham. 

Last year, we 
proudly awarded 
53 scholarships 
totaling $79,500. 
To sustain our ongoing work, 
the Foundation depends on 
the generosity of people in 
our community. Our biggest 
fundraising initiative each 
year is our “Annual Spring 
Raffle.” 

This year we are again of-
fering the convenience of two 
enclosed raffle tickets for $25 
each. 

For a chance to win one of 
our wonderful prizes which 
have been generously donat-
ed, complete the ticket stubs 
and return them with a check 
payable to WHSF using the 
enclosed pre-addressed en-
velope prior to our Facebook 
Live drawing on Wednesday, 
May 28.

You can also enter by 
making a payment through 
PayPal using the QR code or 

by visiting wilbraham-hamp-
denscholarshipfoundation.
org/donate. Be sure to include 
your name, phone number 
and email address in the note 
field so that we may complete 

and enter your raf-
fle tickets on your 
behalf.

If you would 
prefer to donate 
to the Wilbra-
h a m - H a m p d e n 
Scholarship Foun-
dation in lieu of 
purchasing the 

raffle ticket, we will be most 
grateful for your contribution. 
Use the enclosed envelope to 
mail your donation or donate 
online at wilbraham-hamp-
denscholarshipfoundation.
org/donate. 

The Foundation is recog-
nized under Section 501(c)(3) 
of the IRS code, making your 
contribution tax deductible.  

We appreciate your sup-
port of our mission to assist 
the Minnechaug seniors from 
Hampden and Wilbraham in 
furthering their education. 
Please help us give a great 
send off to the deserving 2025 
graduates of Minnechaug.

Sincerely,
The Board of the 

Wilbraham-Hampden 
Scholarship Foundation

Wilbraham-Hampden 
Scholarship Foundation Raffle

SPRINGFIELD - Junior 
Achievement of Western Mas-
sachusetts  (JAWM) honored 
its 18 Under 18 Class of 2025 
at a special celebration spon-
sored by Teddy Bear Pools 
and Spas, Holyoke Communi-
ty College, Savage Arms and 
The UPS Store. The event was 
held  at Storrowton Carriage 
House on Monday, May 19, 
spotlighting these outstanding 
young people from through-
out Western Massachusetts 
who exemplify innovative 
spirit, leadership and commu-
nity involvement.

“What an amazing pool of 
applicants we had this year,” 
said Amie Miarecki, presi-
dent, JAWM. “We’re so proud 
of these students who have al-
ready made a profound impact 
on our community. We want 
to showcase their hard work 
so others can be inspired.”

The following students 
comprise the 18 Under 18 
Class of 2025:
•	 Abigail Drumm, Agawam 

High School
•	 Abigail Jolin, Quaboag Re-

gional Middle/High School
•	 Arianna Hopkins, West 

Springfield High School
•	 Asher Rose, Southwick Re-

gional School
•	 Caidence Goodreau, Chi-

copee Comprehensive High 

School
•	 Cameryn Valentin, Holyoke 

High School
•	 Howard Wichert, Pathfinder 

Regional Vocational Techni-
cal School

•	 Juliana Gadouas, Chicopee 
Comprehensive High School

•	 Kassandra Perry, Palmer 
High School

•	 Laiyla Arroyo, Springfield 
Honors Academy 

•	 Lorie Perez, Libertas Acade-
my Charter School 

•	 Mackenzie DaFonseca, 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School

•	 Olivia Latorre-Williamson, 
Joseph Metcalf School

•	 Rebecca Mlapah, Long-
meadow High School

•	 Samantha Dean, Agawam 
High School

•	 Samantha Rodriguez, Holy-
oke High School

•	 Soraya Blissett, Roger L. 
Putnam Vocational Techni-
cal Academy

•	 Yumalai Melendez, Roger 
L. Putnam Vocational Tech-
nical Academy
Nominations for 18 Under 

18 were open to anyone 18 
years or younger who attends 
school in Hampden, Hamp-
shire, Franklin or Berkshire 
counties, as well as the Quab-
bin, Quaboag and Tantasqua 
regional school districts and 
the state of Vermont.

Rising stars: 

Junior Achievement of WMass 
honors its 18 Under 18

I was sprinkling fertilizers 
as I weeded and groomed, but 
I left the fertilizer out when I 
came to these old-timers. Too 
much nitrogen for peonies 
can be a no-no; instead of 
making more flowers, it can 
actually cause them to abort, 
or just develop lots of leaves 
at the expense of flowers.  

I just got word from a 
friend that there is a frost 
warning for tonight. Although 
I didn’t see frost in my area, I 
did see that temperatures may 
fall to around 37 degrees. 

Alas, peppers and tomato 
transplants would revolt in 
an unheated greenhouse at 
those temperatures. Out I go, 

trucking them in to the kitch-
en, tray by tray. At least I am 
not up to my ankles in water 
tonight.  

I guess it is all part of the 
wonderful ups and downs of 
gardening in New England, or 
anywhere else for that matter!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
ject line.  

GARDEN from page 6

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360
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spotlight
HOMETOWN

WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES 413-244-1943
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

Affordable Waste SolutionsAffordable Waste Solutions
Your Hometown Provider for 

Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades
New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 • www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,  
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and 

everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

A specialty shop offering a wonderful variety of fine wines, 
craft beers - domestic & imported, sake, soju, mead, ciders 

and a nice selection of non-alcoholic beers & wines.
6 Burt Lane, Wilbraham (In the rear of the building)

413-279-1252
Open Tues.-Wed. 2-8pm • Thurs. & Fri. 2-10pm

Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 11am-5pm • Closed Mon.

Pretty Picky People Pick Park Cleaners

Ask about special pricing for first responders and our pre-pay discount

413-279-3222  •  parkcleaners413.com

Family 
Owned And Operated 

Since 1935

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

• We now offer Wash & Fold service on premise.  
• Dry Cleaning
• Laundered Shirts
• Fancy Dresses & Gowns

• Comforters & Draperies 
• Tablecloths & Napkins
• Minor Repairs & Alterations
• Pick-up & Delivery to home or office. 

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am-6 pm, Sat. 9 am - 3 pm

464 Main Street, Wilbraham
Mon. - Fri. 8am – 5pm, Sat. 9am – 1pm

2 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

Celebrating
90 Years!

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR
GREAT SERVICE

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm

Sun. closed

2 Convenient 
Locations

413-736-5476  •  parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

Ask about 
special pricing 

for first 
responders

15% OFF 
DRY CLEANING 

when you 
pre-pay!

leader Perry Bechthold spoke 
about their historic plant sale. 

“We’ve been doing this 
since the early 70s, and it’s 
been kind of a tradition. It’s 
our annual fundraiser for the 
Troop, who uses the money 
to supply our equipment that 
needs to be updated and so 
forth. Last year, we updated 
all of our tents for the guys. 
So, it goes a long way and it 
also helps the community out 
as well because they get to 
interact with the community 
a little bit too as well,” Bech-
thold said.

Troop member David 
Kim, a freshman at Min-
nechaug, also spoke about his 
experience as a Boy Scout. 

“I feel like it teaches a lot 
of responsibility and lead-
ership and all the qualities 
that a good person has,” Kim 
said. “I really enjoy scouting 
because it’s a lot of outdoors 
and camping and hanging out 
with your friends which I re-
ally like.” 

Along with Kim, El-
liot Sylvester, another Min-
nechaug freshman, spoke 
about the Boy Scouts. 

“I like the Boy Scouts 
because I like being with my 
friends. I like being outdoors 
and being up in nature’s face,” 
Sylvester said. “It looks really 
good on your resume and you 
can basically get into any job.”

John Guerin, who has been 
the charter organizational rep-
resentative for almost a year, 
also stressed the importance 
of the Boy Scouts. 

“Boy Scouts has been a 

wonderful organization for 
my son, who came over from 
the Cub Scouts. And he’s 
learning a lot of skills, in-
cluding leadership skills. He’s 
also interacting with boys of 
different ages. It’s just been a 
wonderful, great experience,” 
Guerin said.

Josh Mullen was an adult 
volunteer at the burger stand, 
helping take money from cus-
tomers for burgers. His sons 
are also involved with the Boy 
Scouts. 

“They do activities that 
you just can’t really find any-
where else. They’re camping, 

their trips, everything that 
they do. It’s really teaching 
them a ton about personal re-
sponsibility and leadership,” 
Mullen said.

It was a very successful 
day for the members of Troop 
359 and they will continue to 
have more busy, yet also re-
warding events for the rest of 
the year to come. 

Boy Scout Troop 359 is a 
wonderful youth organization 
that is local and gives back to 
the community. For more in-
formation about the Scouts, 
please email troop359wilbra-
ham@gmail.com.

Turley photos by Noelle Hisgen 

The members of Boy Scout Troop 359 worked diligently at their 
burger stand.

PLANT SALE from page 1

Flowers are organized neatly at the Plant Sale.

lic to witness falcons during 
breeding season.

Some site in Massachu-
setts with web cameras: 
Clock Tower of the Custom 
House, Boston nesting for 
over 20 years https://marri-
ott.ozolio.com/mwc-pulse-
boston/

Fox Hall Dorm UMass 
Lowell nesting since 2007  
https://www.uml.edu/Fal-
cons/

DuBois Library UMass 
Amherst since 2003 years  
https://www.library.umass.
edu/falcons/

Bird experience
The Brimfield resident 

sent the following email. “I 
had an interesting experience 
earlier today, May 12. We 
have a love seat that is tucked 
under a which hazel shrub 
and behind a winterberry hol-
ly. There are other small trees 
and shrubs nearby and there 
is a feeding station about 15’ 
away. While sitting very still 
I began to hear bird’s wings 
flapping close by, then I could 
feel the air moving near my 
head.”

He continued, “Then the 
bird landed briefly on the 
top of my hear. Of course I 
couldn’t see the bird. As soon 

as it left my head I turned my 
head slowly but couldn’t see 
any birds behind me. I have a 
very healthy hear of hair for 
an old coot and I think the 
bird might have been looking 
for nesting material.

I suspect it was a titmouse 
because several had been 
back and forth to the feeder 
before th

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com or 
edowner@turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 
448, Barre, MA 01005.

BACKYARD from page 6

Events&announcements scheduleannouncements schedule

HAMPDEN – The Hamp-
den Recreation Department is 
proud to announce an exciting 
lineup of current and upcom-
ing programs for children and 
adults. From life-saving CPR 
training to fun-filled athletic 
activities, there’s something 
for everyone this season. With 
multiple registration dead-
lines approaching, now is the 
time to sign up for programs 
designed to engage, educate, 
and inspire.

Current Programs:
• Wildlife Programming at 

Laughing Brook
Registration: Ongoing
Connect with nature 

through engaging wildlife 
programs at Laughing Brook. 
Learn about local wildlife 
species, their habitats, and the 
environment. Programs are 
designed for all ages and of-
fer opportunities for outdoor 
learning in a fun, interactive 
way.

• Healthy Kids Running
Registration: Ongoing
Encourage kids to get 

moving with the Healthy 
Kids Running program! This 
initiative promotes physical 
activity and healthy habits 
while helping young runners 
build confidence and improve 
their fitness. Registration is 

open for participants of all 
skill levels.

Upcoming Programs:
•	 Hampden Memorial 

Park Summer Program Activ-
ity 2025

Registration Opens: Mar 
10

Make your summer mem-
orable with activities and 
events at Hampden Memorial 
Park. The summer program 
will offer a variety of fun 
outdoor experiences, and reg-
istration details will be avail-
able soon!

Closing Soon:
• Recreation Baseball 

Grades K-8 - 2025
Still seeking players for 

grades (3-4) and (5-6)
Time is running out to sign 

up for the 2025 Recreation 
Baseball season! If you have 
a child in grades 3-4 or 5-6, 
there are still spots available. 
Don’t miss the opportunity to 
be part of a fun, competitive 
baseball league!

Don’t miss out! Register 
today to secure your place in 
these incredible programs and 
enjoy a spring full of learn-
ing, fun, and physical activity. 

For more information and 
to register visit: https://hamp-
denma.myrec.com.

Hampden Parks & Recreation Dept.announces 
Spring programs, registration deadlines

Wilbraham holding 
Memorial Day 
Ceremony May 25

WILBRAHAM – The 
town will hold its Me-
morial Day Ceremony on 
Sunday May 25 at 11 a.m. 
at Crane Park Veteran Me-
morial.

Join the Wilbraham 
Veteran Services to re-
member and honor our 
fallen.

Hampden Memorial 
Day and Celebration 
May 26

HAMPDEN – Hamp-
den VFW Post 9397 in-
vites you to this year’s 
Memorial Day Parade and 
Ceremony on Monday, 
May 26.

The festivities kick off 
at 10 a.m. stepping off 
from St. Mary’s Church, 
traveling down Main Street 
to the center of town.

At 11 a.m., there will 
be a Memorial Day cere-
mony at Veteran’s Memo-
rial.

Also stop by the VFW 
Post 9397 for some light 
refreshments and pizza!



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESPage 14 May 22, 2025

Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

TAG SALE
MASSIVE MOVING SALE. 2319 
Barre Rd., Wheelwright. Friday, 
May 23 and Saturday, May 24. Great 
variety of household items including tools. 
Weather permitting.

MOVING SALE: May 25 & 26, 9am-
3pm. Everything must go. Dishes, fur-
niture, small appliances. 134 Rutland 
Road, Oakham.

YARD SALE
75 Thornwood Street
Chicopee Falls, MA

May 23 and 24
8AM to 2PM

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND 

OLD STUFF WANTED.
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior 

Finish carpentry, framing, window & door 
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.  
Competitive pricing. Insured. Call Brendan 
at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

J.S. RAGONA LANDSCAPING 
Mowing - Mulching - Planting 

Small Shrubs & Tree Trimming, 
Removal Brush Hauling 
 Spring/Fall Clean-ups.

 (413)786-6184

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

T & S LANDSCAPING Highest quality, 
lowest price. Serving the Pioneer Valley. 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, Fall and 
Gutter clean-ups. (413)330-3917.

LAWN & GARDEN
A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Yes time to till 
gardens and flower beds too. Be safe grow 
your own. Call for appointment, fair and 
reasonable rates. Suburban residential 
only.   413-626-1927.

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate.

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

TRYING TO REHOME
 MY TWO SPRINGERS.

English Springer Spaniels, 1 male, 1 fe-
male Liver/white adults. Can go as a pair 
or separately. Nice temperaments, very 
friendly. 413-596-8190.

SALES SUPPORT 
SPECIALIST

For over 60 years The Holy Rood Guild 
at St. Joseph’s Abbey in Spencer, Massa-
chusetts, known for the exceptional quality 
and fine tailoring of liturgical vestments, is 
seeking a Sales Support Specialist. 
Excellent communication and computer 
skills required. Respectful, positive interac-
tion with clergy and religious organizations 
necessary. Experience in sales, artistic de-
sign, and customer service a plus.

For more information and to apply, 
contact Fr. Stephen Shanahan at 

(774) 315-3107 
or by email: 

brstephenofstjoe@yahoo.com.
holyroodguild.com

The Town of Huntington is seeking a
 FULL-TIME HIGHWAY 

TRUCK DRIVER/EQUIPMENT 
OPERATOR/LABORER.

Applicants must possess at least a Mas-
sachusetts Class D driver’s license.  Class 
A or B CDL with Air Brake Endorsement is 
preferred.  Must possess or be able to ob-
tain 2B or higher & 4G Hoisting Engineer’s 
licenses within 6 months of hire.  $22.00 to 
$28.79 per hour based on qualifications.  
Application and complete job description 
are available online at www.hunting-
tonma.us or by emailing admin@hun-
tingtonma.us. Position is open until 
filled.  Town of Huntington is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer.

The Town of Huntington is seeking a 
PART-TIME ASSISTANT

 TAX COLLECTOR.
18 hours per week to be worked Monday 
through Thursday, 10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
$20.00 to $22.00 per hour based on ex-
perience.  Application and complete job 
description are available online at www.
huntingtonma.us or by emailing ad-
min@huntingtonma.us. Position is 
open until filled.  Town of Huntington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

YARD AND BARN HELP. 14-years or 
older working with Morgan horses, groom-
ing and helping with showing (I need some 
good help). 508-867-7855.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT 2 PM

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393
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Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103  
Docket No. 

HD21P2070PM
In the matter of: 

Josephine Carabello
 of Wilbraham, MA
Protected Person/

Disabled Person/Respondent
CITATION GIVING 

NOTICE OF 
CONSERVATOR’S 

ACCOUNT 
To the named Respondent 

and all other interested persons, 
you are hereby notified pursuant 
to Rule 72 of the Supplemental 
Ru les  o f  the  P roba te  & 
Family Court, that the Second 
account(s) of Alison Bartlett-
O’Donald of Holyoke, MA as 
Conservator of the property of 
said Respondent has or have 
been presented to the Court for 
allowance.

You have the right to object 
to the account(s). If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
and objection at this court on or 
before 10:00 A.M. on the return 
date of 06/09/2025. This day is 
NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line date by which you have to 
object to the account(s). If you 
fail to file the written appearance 
and objection by the return date, 
action may be taken in this mat-
ter without further notice to you, 
including the allowance of the 
account(s). 

Additionally, within thirty 
days after said return day (or 
within such other time as the 
Court upon motion may order), 
you must file a written affidavit 
of objections stating the specific 
facts and grounds upon which 
each objection is based and a 
copy shall be served upon the 
Conservator pursuant to Rule 3 
of the Supplemental Rules of the 
Probate & Family Court. 

You have the right to send to 
the Conservator, by registered or 

certified mail, a written request 
to receive a copy of the Petition 
and account(s) at no cost to you. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
The outcome of this pro-

ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.

Witness, Hon. Barbara M. 
Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 
Date: May 05, 2025 

Rosemary A. Saccamoni
Register of Probate

05/22/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P1029EA
Estate of: 

Omar Faruk  
Date of Death: 12/24/2024

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Ad-

judication of Intestacy and 
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Nazneen Sultana of Gaithers-
burg, MD requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Nazneen Sultana of Gaithers-
burg, MD be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised ad-

ministration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 06/24/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: May 13, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

05/22/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD24P0172EA  

Estate of: 
William Johnson, Sr. 

Also known as: 
William G. Johnson, Sr. 

Date of Death: 12/31/2023 
CITATION ON 

PETITION FOR 
ORDER OF COMPLETE 

SETTLEMENT
A Petition for Order of 

Complete Settlement has been 
filed by Yvette J Belisle   of 
Belchertown, MA requesting 
that the court enter a formal 
Decree of Complete Settlement 
including the allowance of a 
final account, a determination 
of testacy and heirs at law and 
other such relief as may be 
requested in the Petition.  

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
06/17/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: May 15, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

05/22/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD25P1012EA

Estate of: 
Richard P Martial 

Date of Death: 05/16/2021
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and Lim-

ited Formal Testacy and/or 
Appointment has been filed by 
David R Martial of Wilbra-
ham, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
David R Martial of Wilbra-
ham, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 06/09/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 

to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: May 12, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

05/22/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD25C0140CA 
In the matter of: 
Julie K Grondin

CITATION ON PETITION 
TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name 
of Adult has been filed by Julie 
K Grondin of Wilbraham, MA 
requesting that the court enter a 
Decree changing their name to: 

Julie K Curcio
 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appearance 
at: Hampden Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
06/13/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
if you object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date:  May 16, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

05/22/2025

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Wilbraham-Hampden Times

PUBLIC NOTICES

SENIORS

HAMPDEN - The follow-
ing programs will occur at the 
senior center on Allen Street 
in the coming weeks.

Do you have Parkinson’s 
Disease or know someone 
who does? 

PWR! Moves Group Ex-
ercise Classes with Lisa Kern, 
OT, Reiki Master| Holistic 
Therapist 

A Parkinson-specific exer-
cise class that “makes function 
exercise” to keep you moving 
and doing more of what you 
want to do! As you practice, 
you will be challenged phys-
ically and cognitively while 
working on fitness goals: 
strength, balance, agility, aer-
obics, and flexibility. 

Exercises are designed to 
improve your fitness, coun-
teract your PD symptoms, and 
increase your daily activity. 
This whole-body function-fo-
cused exercise class will push 
you to do more than you think 
you can in a fun, empowering, 
and enriched environment!

New 8-week session be-
ginning through June 30. (No 
class 5/26)

Mondays from 9 to 10 a.m.
Cost is $65 pre-paid for the 

8-week session or a drop-in 
rate of $10.00 per class. 

Please call 566-5588 to 
register.

Common Threads Led by 
Joan Tompkins, PhD. All are 
welcome!

Mondays from 11 a.m. to 

Noon– Newcomers will meet 
at 12:30 pm. 

We invite you to join us as 
we share many things such as: 
Loneliness vs Feeling Lonely 
Adapting to Life Changes – 
Finding purpose for our life as 
Seniors – Bereavement as well 
as Joyous Moments

There is no charge to join 
this group. Please call 566-
5588 to reserve your seat.

Ukulele with Amy – New 
Students Welcome!

New 8-week session be-
ginning June 2 through July 
28. (No class on 6/23.)

Mondays, 12:15 to 1:15 
p.m. - Beginner Ukulele

Mondays, 1:30 to 2:30 
p.m. – Intermediate Ukulele

Cost is $50 pre-paid for the 
8-week session or a drop-in 
rate of $7 per class. 

Please pay cash or make 
checks payable to: Town of 
Hampden

Please call 566-5588 to re-
serve your spot now.

Choral Group
Are you interested in sing-

ing in a choral group? Please 
let us know by calling 566-
5588.

Scrapbooking Class
New 6-week session 

through June 10
Tuesdays, from 10 a.m. to 

Noon
Cost is $60 pre-paid for the 

6-week session or a drop-in 
rate of $12 per class. 

Please bring 7-8 photo-
graphs, scissors, a tape runner, 
and any stickers you wish to 
use. Paper will be provided. 
Please call 566-5588 to re-
serve your spot for each class 
you are interested in. Space is 
limited.

If you have any seashells 
you would like to donate for 
the June craft class, please 
drop them off at the senior 
center.

Living Stronger… Lon-
ger… with Lamar Moore – 
New Students Welcome!

12-week session through 
July 8. (No class 5/13.)

Tuesdays, 2:15 to 3 p.m.
Learn about balance and 

how it impacts overall health 
and wellness. Get tips on 
strength training and cardio-
vascular endurance to increase 
mobility and flexibility. 

Cost is $6 per class for 
drop-ins.. Please call 566-
5588 to reserve your spot. 

“African Drumming” 
with Jason” – New Students 
Welcome!

14-week session through 
July 25. (No classes on 5/2 
and 7/4.)

Fridays, 2:15 to 3:15 p.m.
Cost is $7 per class for 

drop-ins. Please call 566-5588 
to reserve your spot. 

“Come What May” Bou-
tique... is open in our lobby 
for all to shop during normal 

business hours, 
Monday through Friday, 9 

a.m. to 3 p.m.
We accept donations of 

new or gently used clothing, 
outerwear, accessories, and 
footwear.

All proceeds from Bou-
tique sales will benefit the 
needs of The Senior Center.

HELP US STOCK OUR 
SHELVES with Sunscreen!

Thank you to those who 
donated toothpaste last month. 
Every month, we will target a 
different item to help fill our 
shelves to provide non-food 
items to SNAP recipients.

Did you know we offer the 
following services…. 

Anyone is welcome to take 
advantage of these services. 

Please call 566-5588 un-
less otherwise noted to sched-
ule your appointments.

Chair Massage with Mindy
Tuesdays, May 27. $10 for 

10 minutes. 

Foot Care with Deborah
1st Thursday of the month. 

NO FOOTCARE IN MAY, 
will return June 5

$40 for a 30-minute ap-
pointment

Manicures with Cat
Please call Cat directly at 

413-335-7422 for an appoint-
ment and pricing.

Monthly Highlights for May at Hampden Senior Center

Programming 
offered

HAMPDEN – The se-
nior center will be offering 
programming throughout 
May in celebration of Older 
Americans Month.

The 2025 Older Amer-
icans Month theme is Flip 
the Script on Aging, which 
focuses on transforming 
how society perceives, talks 
about, and approaches ag-
ing. It encourages individ-
uals and communities to 
challenge stereotypes and 
dispel misconceptions. This 
year, join us in honoring 
older adults’ contributions, 
exploring the many oppor-
tunities for staying active 
and engaged as we age, and 
highlighting the opportu-
nities for purpose, explo-
ration, and connection that 
come with aging. 

Please call 413.566.5588 
to register for any of the 
events listed below. 

  Wed., May 28 at 9:30 
a.m. Donuts with Jason Bur-
gener, Hampden Veteran 
Services Officer

Stop in for a FREE Do-
nut Dip donut and meet 

Hampden VSO Jason Bur-
gener. You do not have to 
be a Veteran to attend this 
event. 

Wear Red, White, and 
Blue for an extra ticket in 
the raffle basket.

Fri., May 30 at 12:30 
p.m. Drumming Concert

Lunch/Concert
The Hampden Senior 

Center Drumming group in-
vites you to come and

American Chop Suey 	
hear what they’ve learned in 
their Friday afternoon class-
es. Refreshments sponsored 
by MercyLIFE.

 All events are FREE un-
less otherwise noted. 

Lunch is a $3 suggested 
donation to Greater Spring-
field Senior Services, Inc. 
(GSSSI)

Please call 413.566.5588 
to pre-register for all pro-
grams. Space is limited. 

Attend any of the above 
programs, and your name 
will be entered into a raffle 
prize drawing. 

The winner will be cho-
sen at the end of May. 

The more events you at-
tend, the more chances you 
have to win.

Hampden Senior Center 
Older Americans Month
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www.richardgreeninsurance.com 
Fax: 413-267-3496

Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

• AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE

Sending 
warm wishes 
to you on this 

Memorial Day. 
Let us honor and 
salute the heroes 

who have gifted us 
our freedom.

• Great Locations • Registry service
• Quotes gladly given • We make housecalls

VIRUSES AND WORMS AND TROJANS, OH MY!

POST Computer Systems 
specializes in:
• PC & Mac Service
• Repairs & Upgrades
• New and reconditioned computers, 
 notebooks/laptops, 
 tablets and peripherals
• Small Business Specialists
• Trade-ins, data recovery, networking, 
 wireless setup, etc.

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 • www.pocosys.com

POSTComputer Systems
Repairs • Upgrades • New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match
POST 

Computer 
Systems is 

a proud 
veteran 
owned 

business for 
over 30 years 

in Western 
Mass.

To the Brave Men & Women 
who gave their lives 

protecting our freedom:
We are forever in your debt. 

Thank you. 
We proudly remember you.

Alpha Oil Company, Inc.
2440 Boston Road, Wilbraham • 596-4583

 2571 Boston Rd. 
Wilbraham
596-5088 
596-8809

www.MandarinWilbrahamRest.com

Celebrating Celebrating 
20 Years!20 Years!

  Remembering Their 
    Service & Sacrifice

we wi�  
REMEMBERREMEMBER

Happy Memorial Day to those who served, 
fought and sacrifi ced for our country.

Dennis Lopata, Executive Director • 413.596.3111 
2399 Boston Rd. • Wilbraham, MA 01095 • LifeCareCenterofWilbraham.com
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Memorial Day
May 26, 2025

HAMPDEN - Pat Le-
doux VFW Post 9397, in 
partnership with the Town 
of Hampden, proudly invites 
the public to attend the An-
nual Memorial Day Parade 
and Ceremony on Monday, 
May 26, 2025, to honor and 
remember those who made 
the ultimate sacrifice in ser-
vice to our country.

The parade will step off 
at 10 a.m. from St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church, located at 
27 Somers Road, Hampden, 
and proceed down Main 
Street to the Veterans Me-
morial at the Hampden Town 

Center, where the town’s 
Memorial Day Ceremony 
will begin at approximately 
11 a.m.

This year’s parade will 
feature:

Local veterans
•	 Civic leaders
•	 Scout groups
•	 Youth sports teams
•	 Community organizations
•	 Musical performances 

by Minnechaug Regional 
High School’s Marching 
Band and Choir 

•	 Vintage military vehicles 
and patriotic displays
Following the ceremony, 

refreshments will be served 
at VFW Post 9397 for all 
veterans, participants, and 
community members.

• Rain Plan:
In the event of rain or in-

clement weather, the parade 
will be canceled, and the 
Memorial Day Ceremony 
will move indoors to Hamp-
den Town Hall, located at 
625 Main Street.

Join us this Memorial 
Day as we honor, remember, 
and celebrate our nation’s 
fallen heroes.

Hampden Memorial Day Parade and
Ceremony scheduled for May 26th

Memorial 
Day Plant 
Sale

HAMPDEN – The 
Hampden Garden Club’s 
Memorial Day Plant Sale 
will be taking place on 
May 26 from 8 a.m. to 
Noon at Academy Hall, 
Main Street, in Hampden, 
rain or shine.

Stop by and check out 
the plants!

 HAMPDEN - Pat Le-
doux VFW Post 9397 is 
proud to announce its par-
ticipation in the VFW Na-
tional Day of Service with 
a community cleanup effort 
on Saturday, May 24, 2025, 
to prepare for the town’s up-
coming Memorial Day Pa-
rade and Ceremony.

Volunteers will gather at 
VFW Post 9397, located at 
190 Main Street, Hampden, 
MA 01036, at 9:30 a.m., 
with an expected start time 
of 10 a.m.

Members of Post 9397 
will begin at St. Mary’s 

Catholic Church and walk 
the Memorial Day Parade 
route, picking up trash and 
debris to ensure the route is 
clean, safe, and presentable 
for the solemn observances 
to come.

The Hampden Police 
Department will provide an 
escort to ensure participant 
safety throughout the clean-
up.

The VFW Day of Service 
is a nationwide initiative 
highlighting the vital role 
veterans continue to play in 
serving and strengthening 
their communities.

VFW Post 9397 announces 
Day of Service to prepare 
for Memorial Day Parade

WILBRAHAM – The 
Wilbraham Lions Club, in 
conjunction with Big Y, is 
collecting non-perishable 
foods at the Wilbraham Big 
Y on Saturday, May 31 from 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Donations will benefit the 

Community Survival Center.
Donation suggestions are 

grain and multigrain cereal, 
canned vegetables, 100% 

fruit juice, canned proteins, 
canned fruit, peanut butter 
and soups.

Thank you for your sup-
port!

Wilbraham Lions Club hosting food drive

SPRINGFIELD - House 
Docket 1577, An Act relative 
to municipal housing require-
ments, authorizes municipali-
ties and towns with over l00z 
affordable or subsidized hous-
ing to implement additional 
owner-occupancy and park-
ing regulations when review-
ing Accessory Dwelling Unit 
(ADU) applications.

Some municipalities are 
already well-suited for sin-
gle-family housing, with limit-
ed space for additional A DUs. 
To seek an equitable approach 
to this matter, State Represen-
tative Angelo J. Puppolo, Jr., 
(D-Springfield), has partnered 
with Springfield community 
stakeholders to create legisla-
tion ensuring fair treatment for 
municipalities with existing 
comprehensive housing plans 
and those without.

“This language and clari-
fication are needed especially 
in cities like Springfield to fur-
ther protect the residents and 
quality of life in our neighbor-
hoods” Stated State Represen-
tative Angelo J. Puppolo, Jr.

This legislation protects 
municipalities that have pro-
actively addressed zoning and 
affordable housing challenges 
from adverse consequenc-
es resulting from the ADU 
mandate within single-fam-
ily zoning districts. This act 
safeguards municipalities that 
have preemptively mitigated 
zoning and affordable housing 
issues from negative repercus-
sions stemming from the ADU 
mandate in single-family 
zones. The ability to mandate 
owner occupancy in ADUs 
and require additional parking 
for specific requests enables 

municipalities to selective-
ly approve reasonable ADU 
construction proposals within 
single-family zoning districts. 
Concerns from residents re-
garding potential population 
increases in municipalities 
like Springfield, due to the 
act’s allowance of ADUs in 
single-family zones, con-
sidering existing population 
density in certain areas, have 
been acknowledged. Resident 
concerns regarding potential 
overpopulation in municipali-
ties such as Springfield, due to 
the new legislation permitting 
ADUs in single-family zones, 
given existing population den-
sity in some areas, have been 
noted.

For additional information, 
please contact Representative 
Puppolo at (413-596-4333) 
directly.

State Rep. Angelo J. Puppolo Jr. files 
bill easing the burden of ADUs

Civics Action 
Project

WILBRAHAM – Tegan 
Haluch, an eighth grader at 
Wilbraham Middle School, 
is working on a civics action 
project called “Dangers to Be 
Aware of on Your Property.”

Do you know what kind 
of hazards might be on your 
property? Your backyard 
could cause injuries such 
as sprains, breaks and even 
death. You could trip in a bro-
ken sidewalk or even have a 
dead tree fall on your house 
during a storm. 

Here are some ways that 
you could help prevent injury:
•	 Regularly check your trees 

for decay. Check for dead 
limbs or branches, brown-
ing, dust or powder. If you 
see signs of decay, call a li-
censed professional to take 
a look.

•	 Check your sidewalks and 
walkways for cracks that 
someone could trip on. Get 
cracks fixed and repaired.

•	 Look for holes in your lawn 
that you could fall in. If you 
find any holes, fill them in!

•	 Put all chemicals in prop-
er holding containers and 
store in a safe place that 
little children and pets can’t 
get to.
Created by Tegan Haluch
You can contact me at tha-

luch2011@gmail.com.

HAMPDEN - The 
Hampden Selectmen vot-
ed on April 28,2025 to 
increase the price of the 
Transfer Station permits. 

The increase will start 
May 23, 2025.

For Seniors over 65 the 
price will be $40 for the 
first permit and $20 for any 
additional permits for those 
residents meeting those cri-

teria and car registered to 
that person or person.

For those residents that 
are under 65 the cost is $70 
for the first permit and $35 
for any additional permits 
for those residents meeting 
the criteria.

The Transfer Station is 
located at Cross Road.

Hampden Board of 
Health and Selectmen

Hampden Transfer Station 
sticker sales price increase

HAMPDEN - Hampden 
Community Garden is now 
accepting plot reservations 
for 2025. 

The 20’x20’ plots are 
tilled, staked, and ready for 
your flower and vegetable 
seeds and plants. For the 
$20 fee, gardeners will en-
joy having water and hoses 
on site, ample parking and 

easy access. 
The garden is located 

beyond the parking lot at 
Green Meadows School on 
North Road. To secure your 
plot, contact Clark Kadis at 
ckadis13@gmail.com.

 Gardening is a family 
and friends activity with 
tasty and money saving re-
wards. Join us!

WILBRAHAM – Unico 
of East Longmeadow and 
Wilbraham will be holding 
an Unico National Celebrity 
Bartending Charity Fund-

raising event at Pafumi’s on 
Main on June 4.
The event will take place 

from 4:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Stop by and have some fun!

Unico Celebrity Bartending event

Hampden Community Garden 
accepting plot reservations


