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School budget 
major highlight 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The 
FY27 budget was approved 
by majority vote during the 
May 11 Annual Town Meet-
ing, with the full budget at 
$57,018,471. 

Listed as Article 19, 
the budget consists of 

$56,474,009 and $544,462 
from free cash.

FinCom Overview
Finance Committee Chair 

Todd Schneider explained 
due to the regional agreement 
formula, Wilbraham was 
“limited to a $1,147,062 in-
crease of about 3.76% for the 
Hampden-Wilbraham region-
al school budget.”

“Our neighboring and 
partner in the district had 
some constraints this year 
and that ended up limiting to 

how much we could actually 
give to the schools,” Schnei-
der said.

Other significant changes 
for FY26 were the fire de-
partment’s budget with hiring 
four new firefighters/para-
medics, the library funded 
$64,000 over the Municipal 
Appropriation Requirement 
and the town—outside of 
schools—varied from 2021, 
an overall pay increase of 
$3,262,064, with the overall 
increase from 2025 an in-
crease of $1,749,350. 

Schneider said, overall, 

the town was in a good finan-
cial position and continued 
“the precedent of not spend-
ing to the levy limit.”

“So, we were able to hold 
the amount of spending to 
$1 million under the levy 
limit. We also recommended 
adding $300,000 to Capital 
Stabilization Funds. Those 
funds—I believe—are some-
where around $2.8 million in 
each one of them to almost $3 
million in it in one of them. 

 By Natalie Proulx
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - I am 
sad to say that my time at 
the Wilbraham - Hampden 
Times is coming to an end. 

As a senior gradu-
ating from Minnechaug 
Regional High School in 
June, I’ll be going off to 
Suffolk University to ma-
jor in Journalism this fall. 
Writing for the Wilbraham 
- Hampden Times has been 
a wonderful experience 
and I appreciate everyone 
who has helped to make it 
happen, from my amazing 
Editor Kristin Rivers tak-
ing a chance on an eager 
young writer, to Elizabeth 
Goncalves who helped me 
set aside time for this pas-
sion during the school day 
in the form of a yearlong 

Girl Scouts, 
Brownie Brother
collaborate on 
civic service project

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - What 
began as a Girl Scouts proj-
ect became a civic service 
project uniting community 

as three teens worked togeth-
er to publish a book called 
“We of Wilbraham: Stories 
and Pictures of People in a 
Massachusetts Town.”

The book was put togeth-
er by Allison Demetri, Char-
lotte Powell and William 
Powell, taking two years to 
complete through compiling 
interviews and portraits of 
people in Wilbraham. It was 
based on “Humans of New 
York” by Brandon Stanton.

On April 29, the book 
was officially launched and 

family, friends, interview-
ees for the book and many 
more gathered at The Cor-
ner Studio on Boston Road 
to celebrate. As attendees 
got copies of the book, they 
also received a free box of 
Girl Scout cookies and heard 
remarks from Jennifer Pow-
ell, mother of the Powell 
siblings and leader of Girl 
Scout Troop 64587, and 
Jared Demetri, the father of 
Allison Demetri, along with 
the newly minted authors 
sharing their reflections on 

the project.
Also, on May 5, State 

Rep. Angelo Puppolo Jr. 
(D-Springfield) presented 
an official citation from the 
Massachusetts House of 
Representatives to the teens 
for their accomplishment. 

There’s currently a copy 
of the book at the library, 
with plans in the works to 
get it out into the community 
more. 

‘We of Wilbraham’
Teens publish 

Wilbraham approves FY27 budget

School budget 
major discussion 
highlight

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - Residents 
approved the town’s FY27 
budget by majority vote 
during the May 11 Annu-
al Town Meeting, with the 
school budget being a major 
highlight of the discussion.

The recommended operat-
ing budget was $18,600,891, 
with the HWRSD school bud-
get assessment for Hampden 
at $9,424,428.

Gary Weiner began his 
thoughts by thanking the Ad-
visory Committee and the Se-
lectboard “for their hard work 
in holding down the regional 
school budget number,” and 
that he would vote in favor.

“But, number three, I 
think that I would have to say 
that our School Committee, 
our superintendent and all the 
people in the circular firing 
squad that they’d like to point 

to—the state, our legislators 
or people or whomever—are 
failing our students,” Weiner 
said. “If you look at the April 
2025 MCAS results, 41% of 
our students in this district 
are reading at grade level. 
That leaves 59% of our who 
are basically below grade 
level. The same applies in 
the mathematics area of edu-
cation. Whatever the School 
Committee and the superin-
tendent and the teachers and 
the curriculum and all of the 
people that are supposed to 
be educating our children are 
doing are obviously failing.”

Weiner explained when 
his two children went through 
the regional school district in 
the late 1990s and early 2000, 
HWRSD “was in the top 25 
of all the of the school sys-
tems in Massachusetts.”

“Right now, we’re about 
150. So, obviously something 
is wrong in the way that we 
are educating our students 
and most of them are failing,” 
Weiner said. “I will vote for 
this budget, but I would point 

Hampden residents 
approve FY27 budget 

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers

Superintendent Dr. John 
Provost presents information 
on the school budget.

Proulx 
reflects 
on her 
time at 
the Times

Natalie Proulx

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The senior 
center hosted a Kentucky 
Derby-themed Party event to 

great fanfare on May 1.
The festivities included 

festive fascinator hats worn 
by attendees, a Kentucky 
Derby-themed beef stew pro-
vided by Greater Springfield 
Senior Services, mint juley 
mocktails and chocolate chip 

Derby pie for dessert pro-
vided by Westfield Technical 
Academy and the senior cen-
ter staff racing their horses to 
the finish line in a game of 
Kentucky Derby Dice.

HSC hosts Kentucky DerBY-themed Party

A close-up of one of the many Kentucky Derby-themed hats.
Photos courtesy of Tina Doran

LEFT: A group photo of the jockeys with their horses at the 
ready.

Screenshot courtesy of Town of Hampden

The ayes have it as residents voted to approved the FY27 
budget.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

From the left, Jennifer Powell, Allison Demetri, Charlotte Powell and William Powell with “We of Wilbraham.”

Please see WILBRAHAM 
BUDGET, page 5

Please see HAMPDEN 
ATM, page 8

Please see PROULX,
 page 15

Please see DERBY, page 9

Please see PROJECT, 
page 10
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COMMUNITY

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Mi-
chael Lachenmeyer will be 
running against incumbent 
State Rep. Angelo Puppolo Jr. 
(D-Springfield) to represent 
the 12th Hampden District in 
this year’s state election.

Lachenmeyer, who grew 
up in Wilbraham, currently 
lives in Springfield and is a 
former educator and journal-
ist who studied Political Sci-
ence and International Rela-
tions as an undergrad before 
pursuing his master’s degree 
in history from the Universi-
ty of Chicago. He’s a former 
educator alum of AmeriCorps 
out of Tulsa, Oklahoma.

“After finishing my educa-
tion, I moved back to Wilbra-
ham and I worked for a time 
as a subcontractor for Google 
fact-checking AI for them,” 
Lachenmeyer said. “I have 
always felt a calling towards 
public service. When I was 
in college, I founded a chap-
ter of the Indivisible Move-
ment and when I was living 
in Tulsa, I led a chapter of the 
Sunrise Movement. Those are 
two progressive groups. One 
is more focused on elector-
al politics, the other is more 
focused on environmental is-
sues.”

When he returned to Wil-
braham, Lachenmeyer ex-
plained he wanted to get more 
involved in political activism 
again and was inspired to run 
for political office.

“The reason I picked 
this specific seat is because 
back in March 2025, I went 
to Beacon Hill to go lobby 
Representative Puppolo on a 
bill that would create a sin-
gle-payer universal health-
care program for the state of 
Massachusetts and he wasn’t 
at that meeting, but his staff-
ers told me and the activist 
that I went with that he liked 
the idea, but wasn’t willing to 
go on the record supporting 
it,” Lachenmeyer said. “So, 
that responses frustrated me 
and I started looking into his 
record more and I saw a lot 
of things that I disagreed with 

that I felt like it was important 
that somebody challenge him 
because the last time some-
body challenged 
the imcumbent was 
in 2018 and the last 
time somebody did 
in the Democrac-
tic primary was in 
2006. So, I don’t 
think that there 
can be democracy 
without competi-
tion, and I think 
that the people of 
Wilbraham and 
this district deserve 
to have a choice in 
their elections. So, I thought 
that I could do a service to 
the community by providing 
competition and by providing 
a choice.”

Lachenmeyer said his 
three big pillars of focus are 
affordability, transparency 
and accessibility.

“For affordability, I’m 
trying to make life in Massa-
chusetts more affordable for 
working-class people by cre-
ating a single-payer universal 
healthcare program. I want 
to create a graduated income 
tax in this state, so that peo-
ple who are earning $500,000 
don’t get taxed at the same 
rate as people who are in 
$60,000 a year. Eventually, I’d 
like to move towards a model 
that is not based on income 
but on wealth,” Lachenmey-
er said. “I also want to create 
or legalize the pilot programs 
payable to taxation so that big 
institutions that are current-
ly tax-exempt, like WMA or 
Baystate, can contribute more 
because they’re major proper-
ty holders in this district and, 
hopefully, that can help offset 
some of the property taxes 
that we’re going to have this 
year or are happening across 
Western Mass right now.”

He also wants to expand 
the child family tax credit. 

On transparency, he noted 
the state audit enacted, ban 
legislators from doing stock 
trading while in office and a 
ban on them becoming lobby-
ists after they serve. 

On accessibility, mean-
while, those include regular 
townhall events, continue 

constituent services Puppolo 
has provided and have an of-
fice in the district.

If elected, 
Lachenmeyer said 
his vision in his 
first six months 
would be a town 
hall meeting to 
give constituents 
a chance to meet 
and talk with them 
about their con-
cerns and what 
policies he should 
look into to help 
them out.

“I want to have 
regular office hours so they 
could come meet with me and 
talk about that too. But, as 
policy, there’s a lot of big is-
sues going on at the state level 
right now. I think one of the 
biggest is that there’s going to 
be a massive deficit in the state 
budget next year because of 
some of the cuts that are hap-
pening at the federal level so 
the state needs to look at ways 
to raise revenue and, also, off-
set some of these property 
tax increases,” Lachenmeyer 
said. “So, my priority would 
really be looking at ways to 
get that revenue without bur-
dening working-class people 
or seniors. People who are on 
fixed incomes and are already 
struggling to get by as is and 
already have these issues be-
cause of fuel and oil, gas, 
tazes going up and everything 
else, prices going up and ev-
erything else.”

Noting the Fair Share 
Amendment money now, he 
added he’s willing to consider 
advocating “for some of that 
to be moved from stuff like 
transportation and post-sec-
ondary education to fund 
primary and secondary edu-
cation.”

“Because I feel that is 
really foundational. Even 
though I support universal 
access to community colleges 
and free tuition to community 
colleges, I can’t justify hav-
ing that at the expense of the 
municipalities when property 
taxes are going up and up and 
up and so many people are be-
ing taxed out of their homes, 
literally,” Lachenmeyer said.

Utilities are also a priority, 
wanting to move “towards a 
model of publicly owned util-
ities.”

“With oil prices spiking 
right now, there’s a lot of peo-
ple who aren’t even going to 
be able to get oil to heat their 
houses. That’s a really seri-
ous issue that needs direct 
attention to,” Lachenmeyer 
said. “Issues of affordability, 
I would say, are the top prior-
ity for me in my first year in 
office or six months in office.”

On what separates him 
from Puppolo, Lachenmeyer 
mentioned how he’s been in 
office for 20 years while he’s 
running for office for the first 
time, wanting to provide new 
ideas and a new way of ap-
proaching issues.

Also, he doesn’t take do-
nations from corporate lobby-
ists or PACs. 

“Representative Puppo-
lo has been against the Fair 
Share Amendment. He voted 
against raising taxes on the 
richest people in Massachu-
setts. He was even against 
there being a referendum 
of ballot question on that. 
He also has voted to incar-
cerate trans people for up to 
five years for going into the 
bathroom or locker room 
that aligns with their gender 
identity—and as somebody 
who has many trans friends 
and a partner who’s non-bi-
nary, that doesn’t work for 
me at all—I think that that’s 
a serious stain on his record,” 
Lachenmeyer said. “As far as 
stock ownership goes, I be-
lieve that legislators do not 
own stocks while in office. 
Representative Puppolo owns 
stock in EverSource and in 
Comcast, according to some 
filings that he has to do with 
the State Ethics Commission 
annually. So, for the past five 
years that we have filings for, 
I could see that he owns stock 
in those companies. I think 
it’s a clear conflict of interest. 
If you own stock in the cor-
poration, you should not be 
in charge of regulating that at 
the same time.”

Lachenmeyer running for 12th Hampden District

Michael 
Lachenmeyer
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W I L B R A H A M /
HAMPDEN - Dear 
Hampden and Wilbraham 
Neighbors, Since 1961, 
the Wilbraham-Hampden 
Scholarship Foundation 
has been awarding scholar-
ships to graduating seniors 
of Minnechaug Regional 
High School residing in 
Hampden and Wilbraham. 

Last year, we proudly 
awarded 53 scholarships 
totaling a record $101,750. 
To sustain our ongoing 
work, the Foundation de-
pends on the generosity of 
people in our community. 
Our biggest fundraising 
initiative each year is our 
“Annual Spring Raffle.” 

This year we are again 
offering the convenience of 
two enclosed raffle tickets 
for $25 each. 

For a chance to win one 
of our wonderful prizes 
which have been generous-
ly donated, complete the 
ticket stubs and return them 
with a check payable to 
WHSF using the enclosed 
pre-addressed envelope 
prior to our Facebook Live 
drawing on Wednesday, 
May 27, 2026.

You can also enter by 
making a payment through 
PayPal using the QR code 

below or by visiting wilbra-
ham-hampdenscholarship-
foundation.org/donate. Be 
sure to include your name, 
phone number and email 
address in the note field so 
that we may complete and 
enter your raffle tickets on 
your behalf.

If you would prefer 
to donate to the Wilbra-
ham-Hampden Scholar-
ship Foundation in lieu of 
purchasing the raffle ticket, 
we will be most grateful for 
your contribution. Use the 
enclosed envelope to mail 
your donation or donate 
online at wilbraham-hamp-
denscholarshipfoundation.
org/donate. 

The Foundation is rec-
ognized under Section 
501(c)(3) of the IRS code, 
making your contribution 
tax deductible.  

We appreciate your sup-
port of our mission to assist 
the Minnechaug seniors 
from Hampden and Wil-
braham in furthering their 
education. Please help us 
give a great send off to the 
deserving 2026 graduates 
of Minnechaug!

Sincerely,
The Board of the 

Wilbraham-Hampden 
Scholarship Foundation

Wilbraham-Hampden 
Scholarship Foundation 
announces upcoming raffle

WILBRAHAM– The 
Wilbraham Public Library 
will present “Raise The 
Coop: The Ultimate Guide 
to Backyard Chickens” on 
Tuesday, June 2 at 6 p.m. 

Presented by Mark Gost-
kiewicz of Tri Gable Lea 
Farm, this class will teach 
you everything you need 
to know to start and main-
tain a happy, healthy flock 
of chickens, all while us-
ing sustainable and organic 
practices.

You’ll learn about choos-

ing the right number and 
breed of chickens, where to 
source chicks and adult hens, 
how to select the perfect 
coop and run for your flock, 
tips for designing a coop that 
suits your chickens’ needs, 
raising chicks into healthy 
layers, and more.

Registration is appreciat-
ed for planning purposes, but 
seating is available on a first 
come, first served basis. This 
free program is sponsored 
by the Wilbraham Friends of 
the Library.

Chicken Raising Workshop 
at the WPL on June 2

HAMPDEN - The 
Hampden Garden Club is 

looking for perennial plant 
donations for their Memo-
rial Day Plant Sale. 

If you are looking to 
thin out your perennials, 
garden members will come 
and dig the plants you want 
to donate. Please contact 
Lil Fedora at 413-566-1137 
to set up a dig day.

Memorial Day Plant Sale
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SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters
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Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
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ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

WILBRAHAM - On May 
6th, the Rotary Club of Wil-
braham-Hampden presented 
$2,000 scholarships to nine 
outstanding seniors from 
Wilbraham and Hampden. 
Students, parents and guests 
gathered for dinner at the 
Country Club of Wilbraham 
where scholarship recipients 
from Minnechaug Regional 
High School, LPVEC’s Ca-
reer and Technical Education 
Center, Wilbraham & Mon-
son Academy and Pope Fran-
cis Prep were recognized for 
their academic achievement 
and exemplary commitment 
in service to their schools and 
community.

On behalf of the Rotary 
club, Club Vice President Pe-
ter Salerno congratulated stu-
dents for their hard work and 
resilience during their exem-
plary high school careers. He 
also recognized the teachers, 
staff, friends and especially 
parents and guardians who 
cheered them on.

Scholarship Committee 
Chair Brad A. Sperry added 
that the Rotary Club, in col-
laboration with the Wilbra-
ham Rotary Memorial Foun-
dation, has helped more than 
100 Wilbraham and Hampden 
high school seniors to further 
their education in the last de-
cade. 

The Rotary Club of Wil-
braham-Hampden presented 
its 2025 Scholarship winners 
at the club’s May 7 Recog-
nition Dinner meeting at the 
Country Club of Wilbraham. 

Each student received $2,000.
Rotary Scholarship Com-

mittee chairman Brad Sper-
ry said the club was glad 
that the honors were spread 
out among Wilbraham and 
Hampden students at three 
different high schools.

A total of $20,00 in 
scholarships was given to 
ten outstanding seniors from 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School, Wilbraham & Mon-
son Academy and Pope Fran-
cis High School

In the past 11 years, the 
Rotary club has granted near-
ly $160,000 in post-second-
ary scholarships to graduat-
ing high school students from 
Wilbraham and Hampden.

The scholarships were 
presented as follows:

Rotary Club of
Wilbraham-Hampden 2026 

Scholarship Recipients
The Isaac C. Wilbour Me-

morial Scholarship is named 
in memory of the fifth presi-
dent of the club. The award is 
given to a student pursuing a 
four-year degree in the phys-
ical sciences or engineering.

Awarded to: Irene Chen 
of Minnechaug Regional 
High.

The A. Davis Baker Social 
Service Scholarship is named 
in honor of the third presi-
dent of the club. This award 
is made to a student who will 
pursue a degree program in 
social services or a helping 

profession and who exempli-
fies the Rotary motto of “Ser-
vice Above Self”.

Awarded to: Noemi Fra-
ga of Minnechaug Regional 
High.

The Technical Education 
Scholarship is awarded to an 
outstanding student interested 
in continuing their education 
in a vocational or technical 
program at a post-secondary 
institution. 

Awarded to: Carina Gon-
nello of Minnechaug Region-
al High/LPVEC Career and 
Technical Education Center.

The Daniel E. Koziol Me-
morial Scholarship is named 
in memory of the Club’s 24th 
secretary. It recognizes a su-
perior student with an interest 
in the visual or performing 
arts. 

Awarded to: Allison 
Demetri of Minnechaug Re-
gional High.

The Gregg M. Sapere Me-
morial Scholarship is named 
in memory of the Club’s 33rd 
president who was a highly 
successful businessman and 
ardent promoter of Rotary ac-
tivities. The award recognizes 
an outstanding student pursu-
ing a post-secondary degree.

Awarded to: Cody Er-
skine of Minnechaug Region-
al High.

The Economics and Busi-
ness Scholarship was estab-
lished to encourage promis-

ing students to enter the areas 
of economics and business. 

Awarded to: Brant Stoltz 
of Wilbraham & Monson 
Academy.

The A. George Mallis and 
Dorothy Wunk Scholarship 
was created as the result of 
a bequest to the Wilbraham 
Rotary Memorial Foundation 
from the estate of A. George 
Mallis, the Club’s 24th presi-
dent. The award is made to an 
honor student in the sciences. 

Awarded to: Aidan Dz-
ierwinski of Minnechaug Re-
gional High.

The Elaine M. and Walter 
F. Markett, Jr. Scholarship is 
named in memory of the late 
Elaine M. Markett, longtime 
elementary school teacher in 
Wilbraham, and her husband 
Walter, the fourth president of 
the club. This award is made 
to promising students seeking 
to enter the fields of education 
or engineering. 

Awarded to: Joseph Slat-
tery of Pope Francis Prep.

The General Scholarship 
is awarded to outstanding 
students planning to attend 
an accredited post-secondary 
institution.

Awarded to: Miles Fer-
gus of Minnechaug Regional 
High.

For more information 
about the Rotary Club call 
Brad Sperry at 413-537-4171. 

The 2026 Rotary Scholarships were presented at the May 6 dinner at the Country Club of Wilbraham. (From left to right) Carina 
Gonnello, Allison Demetri, Noemi Fraga, Irene Chen, Brant Stoltz, Cody Erskine. Joseph Slattery, Aidan Dzierwinski, and Miles 
Fergus). 

2026 Rotary Scholarships presented at May dinner

HAMPDEN - Residents of 
Hampden are invited to come 
together for a day of bargain 
hunting and community spirit 
as LifeStream Church and the 
Federated Church host dual 
Tag Sales on Saturday, May 
30, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

The event will take place 
rain or shine, ensuring a full 
day of activity, regardless of 
the weather. 

Located at 216 Allen Street 

and 590 Main Street, the two 
churches are joining forces 
to organize this community 
event, bringing together res-
idents, families and visitors 
from across the area. 

The tag sale will feature a 
wide variety of items, includ-
ing household goods, clothing, 
furniture, books and unique 
finds-offering something for 
every shopper.

More than just a chance 

to score great deals, the event 
serves a greater purpose: all 
proceeds will go toward ben-
efitting the Town of Hamp-
den’s Fire Department. Funds 
raised will provide scholarship 
monies for a candidate or can-
didates the department deems 
worthy to support in further 
education for First Respond-
er training. This makes every 
purchase part of a meaningful 
contribution to our town. 

Financial donations for the 
cause are welcome as well.

Organizers encourage com-
mu-nity members to attend, 
spread the word, and take part 
in a day that blends generosity 
with neighborly connection.

Whether you’re searching 
for hidden treasures or sim-
ply looking to support a good 
cause, this tag sales’ promises 
to be a worthwhile and wel-
coming event.

Hampden churches unite for tag sale to benefit community
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

Give us a call today 
for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by 
a ISA certified arborist

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

■ Tree Removal  
■ Structural Pruning
■ Crane Service
■ Storm Damage
■ Stump Grinding
■ Lot Clearing

Spring is Here!
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Fax: 413-267-3496
Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

www.richardgreeninsurance.com

• AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE

32 Somers Rd. 
Hampden, MA

566-0028

128 Main St.
Monson, MA

267-3495

Two Locations:

Please Visit Our Website For an 
Auto, Homeowners, or Life Insurance Quotes

• Great Locations • Registry Service
• Quotes Gladly Given • We Make Housecalls

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Start your smile journey today!
Scan to book a complimentary consult.

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

Available evenings 
and Saturdays

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

Recommending $250,000 
to the Other Post Employee 
Benefits account, or OPEB,” 
Schneider said. 

One major challenge this 
year was Memorial School 
funding, with Schneider ex-
plaining that the committee 
has been looking for the town 
to have a plan.

“It was going to cost us 
80% more next year to keep 
Memorial at the current state 
because of the increased 
cost of heat and electricity,” 
Schneider said. “We got to-
gether with the Rec Com-
mission, Select Board and 
the Finance Committee. We 
were able to find synergies 
between our facilities and 
the Rec Department to save 
about $27,000 with the sav-
ings and we feel like we are 
funding Memorial for a year 
at the current rate. It was a 
great collaboration between 
the Rec Department, Finance 
Group and the Select Board. 
Part of that conversation was, 
by one year tonight, next year 
at Town Meeting, that there 
will be a plan put together 
and presented to the town for 
Memorial.”

After sharing how the li-
brary funding kept the library 
certified, Schneider said with 
the schools, the district had 
done “a deep study to their 
budget” and cut $2.2 million. 
Other challenges were future 
increases to pensions and in-
surance that “will cause chal-
lenges to the budget for both 
the town and schools.”

Wilbraham’s assessment 
for the school budget is 
$31,662,062. 

Anticipated impacts for 
FY28, Schneider said, in-
cluded over $10 million “on 
schedule for HWRSD capi-
tal improvements,” an over 
$3 million increase “in cap-
ital improvements for town 
needs,” a $300,000 pension 
increase and a $200,000 
group insurance increase. 

School Budget Presentation
Superintendent Dr. John 

Provost explained the School 
Committee approved a budget 
of $63,794,617 and the big-
gest cost driver was health in-
surance costs, with increased 
rates about 11.2%.

“This has been a real chal-
lenge for districts and munic-
ipalities this year, with many 
communities seeing increases 
in range of 10 to 20%. While 
our core budget increased at a 
rate of 4.58%, our offsets and 
income are projected to in-
crease at a faster rate, which 
will bring down the assessed 
rate for towns, and in recog-
nition of the fiscal headwinds 
facing towns, we have signifi-
cantly pared back our capital 
requests for FY27,” Provost 
said. “Additionally, the stu-
dent population has shifted 
slightly towards Hampden 
this year, affecting the ap-

portionment of costs. The net 
effect of the reduced appor-
tionment and reduced capital 
costs is to bring down the 
assessment significantly for 
Wilbraham, has already been 
discussed.”

The capital projects were 
these.
•	 MRHS Boiler: to be sup-

ported through the Min-
nechaug Capital Stabiliza-
tion Fund 

•	 IDF Switches and Network 
Upgrades for MRHS, 
Soule Road School and 
Wilbraham Middle School: 
eligible for 50% e-rate 
funding, with amounts at 
$75,000 and the e-rates 
matching it 

•	 Schematic roof designs 
for Mile Tree School and 
Stony Hill School: eligible 
for reimbursement through 
the MSBA

•	 Air handlers, asbestos 
abatement, ejector pumps, 
dump truck and a fence 
project
“Like many districts, we 

are feeling the squeeze this 
year. This budget includes re-
ductions through both layoffs 
and attrition. It includes fee 
increases and further reduc-
tions in transportation ser-
vices. I think it’s fair to say 
it’s not the budget that anyone 
on the school side hope to 
bring to you this year,” Pro-
vost said. “It is, however, a 
budget that we hope will be 
within the reach of the vot-
ers for the two communities. 
It’s a budget that preserves 
our current class sizes, it pre-
serves our music program, it 
doesn’t require dramatic cuts 
to athletics, it maintains our 
robust honors and Advanced 
Placement opportunities. In 
short, it’s a budget that allows 
us to continue to provide var-
ied and high-quality learning 
experiences for our young 
people, so I ask you to sup-
port our request tonight.”

Residents Speak
School Committee Mem-

ber Tim Collins shared he and 
his colleagues “worked long 
and hard and made some real-
ly difficult choices,” proud of 
the work they’ve done.

However, he was planning 
to vote against the budget. 

“For the last two years, 
I’ve watched us shave away 
services for the children in our 

schools and I can’t, in good 
conscience, vote for a school 
budget that’s going to take us 
in the wrong direction. We’re 
talking layoffs,” Collins said. 
“I’ve been amazed and proud 
of the work that people work-
ing in our schools have done. 
Implementing the Strategic 
Plan, the work they have done 
on training has been phe-
nomenal. A perfect example 
of that, when DESE said the 
school district was suspend-
ing too many kids, they went 
to work on that and they im-
plemented a plan that reduced 
those suspensions and, at the 
same time, the growth, ac-
ademically, of our students 
continued to increase. That’s 
an amazing accomplishment. 
I don’t know how you keep 
it up when we’re going to be 
cutting the teacher leaders 
who help train and facilitate 
the collaborative efforts to 
implementing our strategic 
plan.”

Collins thought the school 
district “did their best not to 
overburden the taxpayers,” 
but added both communities 
should reach out to other re-
gional districts and urban dis-
tricts, noting the impact of the 
foundation formula shifting 
to Gateway Cities when they 
struggled, such as Spring-
field and Holyoke. However, 
he added, those cities had an 
over 30% increase in state 
revenue, while HWRSD had 
an 8% increase. 

“Our students deserve the 
same kind of support that they 
get in those other communi-
ties,” Collins said. 

John Guerin asked this. 
“If our town wanted to add 

more money to that budget, 
would that be possible with-
out Hampden or do we have 
to do it hand in hand? I just 
don’t know how these things 
operate, but that’s my general 
question,” Guerin said. 

Select Board Clerk Sue 
Bunnell answered this ques-
tion.

“The short answer there is 
that because we are a region-

al school district, the bud-
gets have to match. So, if the 
budget for the district were 
to fail in either community 
tonight—their Town Meeting 
is now as well—then there’s 
a process it goes through. It 
goes back to the School Com-
mittee right out of the gate 
for them to reevaluate. If the 
budget is lowered or does not 
pass, the School Committee 
then would have the oppor-
tunity to decide if they could 
live with the lowered budget,” 
Bunnell said. “If it’s an in-
crease to the budget, it would 
only work if, in fact, Hamp-
den was doing the same thing 
at this moment in time. The 
two towns must hit numbers 
that are equivalent to each 
other based on the formula.”

School Committee Mem-
ber Sean Kennedy disagreed 
with Collins.

“It’s very hard when 
you’re trying to make a bud-
get for the schools, for our 
students, for our children. It’s 
very hard to put it together in 
a way that is responsible to 
the taxpayers. We get money 
federal, we get money from 
the state and then usually it 
falls on the towns, it falls on 
you, it falls on me, to come 
up with the difference that 
we don’t get,” Kennedy said. 
“Usually, Wilbraham is the 
deciding factor, but this year, 
as Todd Schneider had just 
said before, it falls on Hamp-
den. They’re having some 
issues over in the town, so 
the financial burden has been 
shifted a little bit. Population 
has shifted and stuff, so it’s 
a greater burden to them this 
year.”

Kennedy said, “I don’t 
want to make any cuts. We’ve 
had to make cuts” and added 

how the committee has done 
its best, along with Provost 
and Assistant Superintendent 
for Finance, Operations and 
Human Resources Dr. Doug-
las Slaughter “to really try to 
make the cuts as painless as 
possible” so that it’s fair to 
both towns, students, teach-
ers, administrators, parapro-
fessionals and everybody.

“I think we’ve done as 
good a job as we could do 
and this has been a very long, 
ongoing process. I do have to 
thank everyone on Finance. I 
think this is the smoothest it’s 
gone in a long time. Thank 
you very much for your sup-
port and I hope that everyone 
here we would have your sup-
port for this budget as well,” 
Kennedy said.

More on other Town 
Meeting highlights from both 
towns in future editions. 

WILBRAHAM BUDGET
 from page 1 “FOR THE LAST TWO YEARS, I’VE WATCHED US SHAVE 

AWAY SERVICES FOR THE CHILDREN IN OUR SCHOOLS 
AND I CAN’T, IN GOOD CONSCIENCE, VOTE FOR A 

SCHOOL BUDGET THAT’S GOING TO TAKE US IN THE 
WRONG DIRECTION. WE’RE TALKING LAYOFFS.”

- Tim Collins
School Committee Member

Sean Kennedy, a member of 
the School Committee, shares 
his thoughts.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Residents raisie their cards to cast their vote on the FY27 budget.

Select Board Chair Michael 
Squindo answers a question 
during the discussion.

This slide shares some of the highlights of FY26.
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Letters to the editor should be 
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter writers to 
include his or her town of residence 
and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal 
attacks, defamation of character and 
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by 
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor, 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly correct 

factual errors that appear in this paper 
and can be substantiated. Corrections 
or clarifications will always appear on 
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail 
or mailed communication to the editor 
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 
is published every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc. One year out of town 
subscriptions are available at $45, out 
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission 
of news material, letters to the editor 
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Editorial 
Policy

Letters to the Editor

VIEWPOINTS

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Wilbraham-Hampden 

Times welcomes readers to 
participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to 
the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent 
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed 
to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
krivers@turley.com. Please include 
a daytime telephone number for 
verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered 
for that Thursday’s newspaper. 
No attack letters will be printed. 
No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy 
will be printed. If the volume of 
letters received is larger than the 
space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, 
the newspaper reserves the right 
to print a representative sample. 
No endorsement letters will be 
printed in the last edition before the 
election. 

For more information, call the 
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election 

coverage, the newspaper plans to 
print stories about contested races 
for Congress, state Senate, state 
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well 
as a question-and-answer voters 
guide. In order to ensure fairness 
to all candidates, no political press 
releases will be printed, nor will 
reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to 
further publicize their candidacy, 
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid 
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden 
Times.

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters
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To The Editor:

The Wilbraham Friends 
of Recreation (FOR) would 
like to extend our sincere 
gratitude to everyone who 
supported the Memori-
al School article at Annual 
Town Meeting. This vote 
marks the fourth significant 
commitment to the Memorial 
complex in just five years. A 
testament to how much this 
community values what it has 
built together. We are deeply 
grateful to those who let us 
place signs on their prop-
erty, championed our effort 
behind the scenes, spoke at 
Town Meeting, and showed 
up to vote. This was a true 
team effort, and it showed.

We also want to acknowl-
edge and thank the Finance 
Committee for collaborating 
with the Recreation Com-
mission and FOR to come 
to a resolution on keeping 
Memorial open for another 
year. The Finance Commit-
tee faces an extraordinarily 
difficult task each year, bal-
ancing the needs of many 
competing priorities with 
limited resources. Though 
we disagreed on this article, 
we remain confident in our 
shared commitment to fund-
ing the programming Wilbra-
ham residents consistently 
call for, and we look forward 
to continuing that work with 
the Finance Committee

We also look forward 

to the Business Utilization 
Committee’s upcoming rec-
ommendations. This group 
has invested considerable 
time and effort over the past 
year examining how the town 
can best use its facilities, 
and we have no doubt their 
findings will prove valuable. 
There are exciting possibili-
ties on the table, and should 
the town commit to a long-
term plan, the FOR stands 
ready to support a large-scale 
fundraising effort.

Wilbraham has a great 
deal to look forward to. 
Thank you for being part of 
it.

Wilbraham Friends of 
Recreation

Thank you for approving ATM Article 32

Recently I was chatting 
with a coworker who 
has a dozen varieties 

of rhubarb.  
Yes, rhubarb. He asked if I 

wanted a division or two.  
Although I love all things 

old, and this fruit (yes, fruit) is 
considered about as old-fash-
ioned as they come, I politely 
declined. Rhubarb and I don’t 
particularly get along.

But, that doesn’t mean I’ll 
knock anyone who can 
eat it and not visit the 
bathroom. All the more 
power to them.  

Read on for some 
rhubarb trivia that just 
may earn you a prize on 
your next cruise.

Back in the day 
when everyone made time 
for baking, or baked out of 
necessity, rhubarb was 
indispensable in the 
garden. Today, most 
folks figure they can 
buy what they need 
when they long to make 
a strawberry-rhubarb pie or 
some preserves.  

I say, “Why buy it, when 
it is so easy to grow?” And, 
as an added bonus, it may just 
out live you!

Rhubarb was featured on 
a cooking show and a lengthy 
discussion evolved between 
the celebrity cooks about 
whether it was a fruit or a 
vegetable. I never did hear 
the resolution, but did a little 
research of my own.  

Apparently, rhubarb is 
a vegetable but after a court 
decision in 1947 it is legally 
a fruit and was not subject to 
taxation of the time.  

The best time for plant-
ing rhubarb is early through 
mid-spring. If you are lucky 
enough to know someone 
with an established patch, it 
is very likely they will give 
you all of the divisions you 
need and then some.  

You can also purchase 
roots or small potted plants 
from local nurseries. For an 
average family of four, plan 

on two or three divisions.  
Rhubarb will do best in 

a spot in the yard that is in 
full sun or light shade. Most 
gardeners locate it separate-
ly from or at one end of the 
main vegetable garden.  

Since we are dealing with 
a perennial plant, think care-
fully about where you site 
it- you may have to live with 
your decision for decades! 
Amend the soil with lots of 
organic matter prior to plant-
ing; the richer the better.  

Finished compost or aged 
manure fit the bill just fine, 
and since rhubarb prefers 
slightly acidic soil, you’ll 
want to hold the lime.

If you are getting divi-
sions from a friend’s garden, 
ask for some from the outer 
portion of the patch – these 
roots will be the least fibrous 
and most eager to thrive. 
Keep as much soil as possible 
around them during transport 
to prevent dehydration.  

If you can’t transplant 
them the same day dig a quick 
hole somewhere else in the 
garden and “heel them in.” 
Your other alternative would 
be to pot up the divisions.  

In either case, water well 
until you can plant them at-

tentively.  
When it’s time for your 

plants to make their way to 
a permanent spot, dig holes 
two to three feet apart. The 
depth of the holes will de-
pend on the size of the divi-
sions you have and how big 
their roots are.  

Plant them at the same 
depth they were growing in 
your friend’s garden or in the 
pot you bought them in. If 
you are planting roots, go by 

the buds – they should 
be planted about two 
inches below the soil 

surface.  
During the first 

growing season our 
emphasis should be on root 
building. For that reason be 

sure that you water well and 
keep weeds at bay.  

Do not pick stalks until 
the following spring, but do 
break off any flower buds that 
form.  Once your patch has 
established itself there is no 
stopping it! All you’ll need 
to do to maintain it is provide 
a topdressing of compost or 
rotted manure each spring 
and weed as needed.  

Of course, you will also 
want to pick as much as you 
can! No knife is needed:  
simply hold the stem near the 
base and give it a quick pull 
along with a gentle twist.  

Use only the stem since 
the foliage is known to be 
toxic.  

The patch will need divid-
ing every 5-10 years; the per-
fect time to offer up divisions 
to your friends!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For the last 34 years, she has 
held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email 
it to pouimette@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line.  

Rhubarb, a perennial fruit worth growing

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Dear Rusty: 
I began collecting ben-

efits at age 72 and am now 
78. 

Since that time, I have 
continued to work and have 
contributed over $40,000 
to Social Security over the 
last six years. At the time 
of my retirement, I was 
informed that the Social 
Security Administration 
would review my contribu-
tions annually and replace 
lower-earning years from 
my 35-year record with 
my current higher-earning 
years. 

 Despite my current 
annual income exceeding 
$100,000, I have not seen 
an increase in my benefit 
amount over the past six 
years. I recently met with 
an SSA representative, who 
confirmed that my benefits 
are being reviewed annual-
ly but did not provide spe-
cific details or evidence of 
these adjustments. Could 
you please advise me on 
how to formally verify that 
my benefits are being accu-
rately reviewed and updat-
ed to reflect my continued 
contributions? 

Signed: Collecting 
and Still Working  

 
Dear Collecting: 

For information, your 
contributions from Fed-
eral Insurance Contribu-
tions Act payroll taxes to 
Social Security over the 
last six years are not what 
determines if you get an in-
crease to your monthly SS 
benefit. 

Although you contrib-
uted to SS since you start-
ed receiving SS benefits, 
those contributions do not 
affect your monthly SS 
benefit.  Your monthly SS 
benefit is based only the 
highest inflation-adjusted 
35 years of earnings over 
your lifetime. And for your 
monthly benefit to change, 
your current earnings each 
year would need to replace 
at least one of those 35 his-
torical, inflation-adjusted 
year earnings.  

We regularly hear from 
those who do benefit from 
SSA’s regular review of 
work earnings after they 
start receiving monthly SS 
benefits, and our Advisory 
staff includes two individ-
uals with a combined 70 
years of service with the 
Social Security Adminis-
tration. Thus, we are com-
fortable saying that SSA 
does, in fact, review your 
earnings annually to see if 
your monthly SS payment 
should be higher. 

From a process stand-
point, SSA receives your 
annual earnings informa-
tion from the IRS (i.e., di-
rectly from your annual tax 
return) by mid-year annu-
ally, after which SSA eval-
uates your recent earnings 
to see if an increase in your 
monthly SS benefit is war-
ranted. If so, that increase 
is automatically applied, 
usually around October 
each year and you are paid 
the extra amount retroac-
tively to the beginning of 
the year.  

What you may not re-
alize is that your lifetime 
earnings (your historical 

earnings) are adjusted for 
inflation. This is a good 
thing, because that means 
your current monthly SS 
benefit is calculated using 
today’s dollar values for 
your past earnings, rath-
er than the actual money 
amounts you originally 
earned and received. 

For example, $50,000 
of 1990 earnings would be 
worth about $125,000 to-
day. Which also means that 
those 1990 earnings would 
only yield a higher current 
Social Security benefit if 
your recent earnings were 
more than $125,000. And 
this is true for all 35 years 
of lifetime earnings used 
to calculate your current 
monthly Social Security 
benefit.  

The best way for you to 
ensure that you are getting 
the right monthly benefit 
amount is to first obtain 
your lifetime earnings 
history from Social Se-
curity. This is most easily 
obtained through your on-
line “my Social Security” 
account at www.ssa.gov/
myaccount. If you don’t 
have an online account set 
up, you can also request 
an “Earnings Statement” 
by calling Social Security 
at 1.800.772.1213 (or call 
your local SS field office to 
request it). Next, I suggest 
you use Social Security’s 
“Online Benefits Calcula-
tor” explained and avail-
able at this link:  https://
www.ssa.gov/benefi ts/
retirement/planner/Anyp-
iaApplet.html   

If, after this, you be-
lieve you should be get-
ting a higher monthly SS 
benefit because of your 
recent earnings, you can 
again contact SSA and 
tell them you believe they 
did not properly adjust 
your current SS benefit 
for your most recent earn-
ings. Following that, you 
can submit a “Request for 
Reconsideration” (form 
SSA-561) which will result 
in a full separate review of 
your case by an indepen-
dent SSA person, followed 
(some months later) by a 
formal written determina-
tion on your assertion. If 
you received a letter from 
SSA because of your pre-
vious meeting with them, 
include a copy of that letter 
with your “Request for Re-
consideration.”  

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the 
Association Mature Cit-
izens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by 
the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit 
a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory 
or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Secu-
rity advisor for AMAC.        

I’m still working; why didn’t I get 
a higher Social Security benefit?
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COMMUNITY
BULLETIN BOARD

Readers are encouraged to send in 
medium to high resolution photos 

for this page by e-mail to 
krivers@turley.com or

mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 

WILBRAHAMWILBRAHAM
HAMPDENHAMPDEN

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Refresh Your 
Advertising & Get Your 

Business Blooming!
Contact Jocelyn for details

jwalker@turley.com
413-283-8393

Sponsor Our Community 
    Photo Page Once a Month 
        & Get Your Business Noticed!

WFD assists in brush 
fire response

Photos and caption courtesy of Wilbraham Fire Department

WFD assisted the Hampden Fire Department with a large 
brush fire in the area of Ames Road on April 23. 

Submitted photo and caption Cheryl Phillips

On April 30, the Wilbraham Red Hatters 
sponsored a program on pollinators in New 
England.
Caro Munoz Agudelo, Ph.D, Director of Public 
Programming and Research at Norcross 
presented a lively program explaining how 
pollinators survive New England winters and 
practical ways to support them throughout 
the year.
Our next adventure is a boat trip leaving South 
Hadley and traveling along the Connecticut 
River. Date has yet to be determined.

Wilbraham resident Dee 
Mitchell visited the Holland 
Michigan Tulip Festival on 
May 2. These were taken 
in the Tulip Festival’s 
Immersion Garden and 
are only some of its tulips. 
All of these were planted 
in individual pots. Many 
others had been planted all 
over the city.
And of course, a copy of 
the Times was along for the 
ride!

Submitted photos and 
caption Dee Mitchell

Wilbraham 
Women’s Club 
Fashion Show

Submitted photo and caption 
Sue Agnew

The Wilbraham Women’s 
Club held a Fashion Show, 
April 23, at the Saint Cecilia 
Parish Center. The fashions 
by Chicos were modeled by 
members of the club. Left to 
right are Amy Basile, Leslie 
Barone, Kathy Perry, Kelley 
Bourcier, Kathy Gajda and 
Gale Candaras.

Where Do Pollinators 
Go in the Winter?

All About Them Florals!All About Them Florals!

ALI AUCOIN
We love you!

 Birthday 
Happy

Mom Dad 
and Bailey
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS ........................
USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...............

USDA INSP. 
$186

lb

SALE DATES: 5/21-5/27/26

$199

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN  CUT FREE ...........

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN 
LEG 1/4s 40 LB BOX ...................
USDA INSP. HILLSHIRE FARMS

POLSKA KIELBASA
TURKEY 13 OZ or REGULAR 14 OZ 
USDA INSP. FROZEN

JUMBO APPLE PIE
LATTICE CRUST 60 OZ ..................

69¢
ea

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ALL VARIETIES

ITALIAN SAUSAGE .............

$299
lb

ea
$479

$155
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

KAYEM OLD TYME
NATURAL CASING
HOT DOGS  2 1/2 BOX ...................$699

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

$1799
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

BLUE SEA SHRIMP RING
FULLY COOKED
WITH SAUCE 2 LB ..........................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS ...........

lb
$279

$777
lb

INFLATION

USDA INSP. 

KAYEM
CANNON FIRE

SPICY HOT DOGS

$699
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .......FRESH BONELESS
BEEF 

STRIPLOIN

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BABY BACK PORK RIBS .....

$365
lb

$209

lb

ea

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$988
lb

$299
ea

7 OZ

USDA INSP. 
STOREMADE FROZEN

HAMBURGER PATTIES
80% LEAN

4 OZ

$1750
ea

3 OZ
20 CT BOX

$2299
ea

Honoring Our American Heroes

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
ITALIAN BBQ MARINATED

CHICKEN BREAST .............
$399

lb

  

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Provincetown by 
Fast Ferry $220

June 27 ....Lake George Cruise & Lunch  ......................$185
July 11  ....Provincetown by Fast Ferry ........................  $220
Sept. 26  ..Pickity Place Lunch .......................................$130
Nov. 7 ......Great Gatsby at PPAC ..................................$165
Aug. 30 ....7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise ..............from $1699

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

out and ask all of the people 
who are supposed to be edu-
cating our children and help-
ing them to please change di-
rection. Our children deserve 
better than what they are get-
ting for the funding that we’re 
going to vote tonight.”

Gabrielle Fisk said, “I 
don’t think it’s the educators 
that are failing.”

“It’s not our teachers that 
are failing. It’s our teachers 
that are rising to every sin-
gle occasion with minimal 
and continuing decline of 
resources. So, I would just 
like to note while yes, there 
is absolute transparency and 
accountability that needs to 
be had at the decision-mak-
ing level, put some respect on 
the names of our teachers be-
cause they’re doing a hell of 
a lot with zero support,” Fisk 
said.

Matthew Bean shared 

how MCAS is not a gradua-
tion requirement now.

“I’ve been an educator in 
Springfield since 1999. I’ve 
been through MCAS a lot 
and MCAS is going through 
a big, big shift, and so to look 
at recent data, it’s our first 
period of data without it be-
ing an MCAS requirement,” 
Bean said. “Schools are tak-
ing, sometimes, different ap-
proaches. So, I think when 
we look at that data, it’s a 
new batch of data with new 
rules, new expectations and 
some schools are shifting, 
so that data point is really a 
brand-new data point given 
that the state of Massachu-
setts no longer uses MCAS 
for a graduation requirement. 
So, I think that data point’s a 
little bit iffy.”

Selectboard Member Don 
Davenport then asked if any 
members of the School Com-
mittee were in attendance as 
he had two questions.

“Number one, is the 
school contract settled?” 

Davenport said.
Assistant Superintendent 

for Finance, Operations and 
Human Resources Dr. Doug-
las Slaughter answered his 
questions.

“So, as far as the contracts 
are concerned, the final two 
that we had that were unset-
tled were our Unit A and our 
Unit C, which is our teachers 
and our para educators. They 
recently took a vote last week 
to see about ratification of 
what was offered. Unit A, the 
teachers, approved and rati-
fied the contract and the para-
professionals did not. So we 
have one still outstanding,” 
Slaughter said. 

On Davenport’s second 
question, he said “the answer 
to the first question answers 
my second question.”

After this the overall oper-
ating budget, listed as Article 
7 on the Town Meeting War-
rant, passed.

HAMPDEN ATM 
from page 1

Assistant Superintendent for Finance, Operations and Human Resources Dr. Douglas Slaughter 
answers questions.

Gabrielle Fisk offered her thoughts on 
teachers.

Gary Weiner was among the speakers on the 
school budget.

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Foundation for TJO Animals 
held its annual Jack Rome 
Memorial 5K & Fun Walk on 
May 2, raising over $58,000 
to benefit animals at the TJO 
Animal Control & Adoption 
Center.  

The Foundation signa-
ture event brought in a record 
breaking 373 registered par-
ticipants alongside their fam-
ilies and pets to honor the an-
imals who have changed their 
lives, and to support those 
still waiting for care and 
compassion. Patrons enjoyed 
music, raffles, vendors, food 
trucks, inflatable games, and 
superhero themed activities. 
The Foundation surpassed 
their goal and raised over 
$58,000. Now in its fourth 
year, the Jack Rome Memo-
rial 5K & Fun Walk was cre-
ated to celebrate the life and 
legacy of Jack, a beloved dog 
whose memory continues to 
inspire hope and healing for 
animals in need. Since its in-
ception, the event has raised 
more than  $190,000  for the 
Foundation’s mission.

“This event continues to 
grow in the most meaning-
ful ways,” said Janna Brown, 
Executive Director of the 
Foundation for TJO Ani-
mals. “Even in the rain, our 
community showed up in full 
force. It’s a powerful remind-
er that people care deeply 
about these animals and are 

willing to step up to make a 
difference”.

The event was made pos-
sible through the continued 
partnership of  Gary Rome 
Auto Group  and  Western 
Mass News, whose support 
has helped grow the event 
into one of the region’s most 
impactful animal welfare 
fundraisers. Other significant 
sponsors include the Richard 
& Barbara Whitcomb Foun-
dation and Alekman DiTusa, 
and Integrity Veterinary Cen-
ter.

Participants also heard 
remarks from  State Senator 
Jake Oliveira, and the event 
welcomed several commu-
nity partners and nonprofit 
organizations, including Bro-
ken Wings, Magic for Mad-
die, and Each Moment We’re 
Alive. Chicopee Mayor John 
Vieau, and members of the 
Hampden County Sheriff’s 
Department were also in at-
tendance, including Deacon, 
one of their therapy dogs. 
While Sheriff Nick Cocchi 
was unable to attend, he gen-
erously pledged  $3,000  in 
support of the Foundation’s 
work.

“The energy, even on a 
rainy day, was incredible,” 
added Brown. “This event is 
about more than just a race, 
it’s about community, com-
passion, and coming togeth-
er to give animals a second 
chance.”

The Foundation for TJO 
Animals raises funds to pro-
vide resources and support 
for critical veterinary care and 
enrichment for the animals at 
the Thomas J O’Connor An-
imal Control and Adoption 
Center. The Foundation is a 
501(c)(3) organization and 
depends on the generosity of 
its supporters to achieve its 
goals.

Founded in 2007, the 
Foundation for TJO Animals 
is dedicated to raising much 

needed funds to help lo-
cal, homeless animals at the 
Thomas J. O’Connor Animal 
Control and Adoption Center, 
serving the cities of Spring-
field, Holyoke, and Chicop-
ee, Massachusetts. With a 
focus on providing financial 
assistance and grants for vet-
erinary care, the Foundation 
has had a direct impact on 
saving lives of animals in the 
shelter.

TJO Animals Annual Jack Rome Memorial 
5K & Fun Walk surpasses goal 

Snow and his people.

COMMUNITY

WILBRAHAM – A new 
local junk removal business 
is now offering affordable 
hauling and cleanup services 
throughout the Wilbraham 
and Hampden area. 

Services include furniture 
removal, garage cleanouts, 
yard waste removal, appli-
ance hauling, and general 
junk cleanup. Free estimates 

are available, and same-day 
service may be offered de-
pending on availability. 

The business aims to pro-
vide fast, reliable, and afford-
able service to local residents 
while helping keep neighbor-
hoods clean. For more infor-
mation or a free quote, call or 
text 413-537-0226.

Local student launches 
junk removal business

HAMPDEN – Edward 
Salerno, a resident of Hamp-
den, will be holding a Garden 
Tour/Plant Sale on Sunday, 
May 24 from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at 299 Wilbraham Rd.

An avid gardener, Salerno 
has developed a nursery with 

over 100 plant varieties con-
sisting of Hosta, Daylilies, 
Astilbe, Sedum, Peonies and 
more.

Salerno looks forward to 
seeing the community come 
out and encourages them to 
stop by for the event.

Hampden Garden Tour/
Plant Sale set for May 24

WILBRAHAM – The town of Wil-
braham’s Memorial Day Observance will 
be taking place on Sunday, May 24, at 11 
a.m. at Crane Park.

The annual ceremony is hosted by the 
Wilbraham Department of Veterans Ser-
vices.

The community is encouraged to at-
tend to honor our heroes and remember 
the fallen.

Memorial Day 
Ceremony set 
for May 24
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HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your GOLD 
Towards A New Purchase

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

TurnYourGoldIntoCash!
Sri

DF6360
4129B

DE631
LuS

WeBuyGoldinAnyCondition

10% Off Jewelery Repairs expires
9/30/26.

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

Units & Sizes Available:
Climate Controlled 5x10/10x10

Regular Units 5x10/10x10/10x15/10x20/10x30 Climate Controlled Units Available

Outside Parking Spaces Also 
Available for Boats, RVs, Trailers, Etc.

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

The lineup included “Di-
rector’s Choice” from Exec-
utive Director Rebecca Mori-
arty, “Second in Command” 
from Assistant Director/Out-
reach Coordinator Wendy 
Cowles, “No Nonsense” from 
Receptionist Sharon Woodin, 
“Serenity” from Receptionist 
Joi Giuggio, “Ready for Take-
off” from Volunteer Coordi-
nator Tina Doran and “Neat 
& Tidy” from Custodian Rud-
ie Voight. 

Prizes were also awarded 
for best hat/outfit.

Enjoy this photospread 
highlighting the event and, 
of course, it’s safe to say this 
will be back next year! 

RIGHT: Attendees smile for 
the camera as they celebrate 

the Kentucky Derby.

HSC hosts Kentucky DerBY-themed Party

Smiles were all around throughout the event. It wouldn’t be a Kentucky Derby-themed party without some hats!The setup is ready for the attendees.

Attendees were excited to dress up for the occasion.Photos courtesy of Tina Doran

The event also brought a 
touch of spring with all 
the bright colors.

RIGHT: Some Kentucky 
Derby-themed décor. 

DERBY
 from page 1

Multi-Family 
Rummage 
Sale May 29 
and 30

WILBRAHAM – 
Evangel Assembly of 
God on 348 Stony Hill 
Road in Wilbraham will 
be holding a Multi-Fam-
ily Rummage Sale from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on May 
29 and 30. 

There’s a little bit 
of everything from 
small furniture, rugs, 
and home appliances to 
clothes, toys and books. 
The proceeds support 
the church’s teenagers 
who will be going to do 
hurricane relief work 
in North Carolina this 
summer. 

Molly Olsen 
completes 
intensive 
research project

WORCESTER - 
Molly Olsen, from 
Wilbraham, a member 
of the class of 2027, 
majoring in Computer 
Science and Data Sci-
ence at Worcester Poly-
technic Institute (WPI), 
was a member of a stu-
dent team that recently 
completed a profession-
al-level research-driven 
project titled “Improv-
ing Zoo Praha’s Mobile 
Application and App 
Marketing.” 
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Charlotte Powell ex-
plained how the book origi-
nally started as a Girl Scout 
project to achieve the Silver 
Award, blossoming into an 
unforgettable community 
project.

“The goal of it is to bring 
the community together, so 
you kind of know a story 
about these people that you 
see every day. You have some 
town representatives and we 
have teachers and people you 
see every day and it’s just 
kind of to learn about who 
your neighbors are,” she said.

Her brother, William, 
who always supported and 
contributed to the Girl Scout 
Troop, was honored to get 
involved in the project from 
interviewing people to pho-
tography and more.

“It’s also a great thing to 
talk to everybody in the com-
munity and get to know ev-
erybody and I think, honestly, 
more people should do things 
like this and get out there and 
talk to as many people as we 
can. I think that’s what a com-
munity’s supposed to do,” he 
said.

Demetri agreed with the 
siblings.

“It’s a great community 
effort to just bring every-
one together. A time where 
people are so divided, you 
can learn stories of people. 
Probably like, ‘Oh, I didn’t 
know that she could juggle’ 
or like ‘I didn’t know that 
when she was a kid she ac-
tually drowned,’” Demetri 
said. “It’s like random stories 
you would never guess from 
people. It just helps to kind 
of foster community in a way 
that you wouldn’t expect.”

After sharing how moved 
the teens were by the commu-
nity support—including some 
of the people featured in the 
book coming out to celebrate 
and meet each other—they 
shared some of the lessons 
they learned along the way in-
cluded public speaking, gain-
ing confidence, photography 
skills and more.

“The main thing I learned 
is so many people have such 
similar lives, but at the same 
time, are astronomically dif-
ferent. Like some people 
would say, ‘Oh, I learned this 
lesson from my father or my 
mom’ or ‘I learned this les-
son’ and they’ll have the ex-
act same words for the lesson 
they learned, but their own 
way of how they learned it, 
how they implemented it into 
their lives is very interesting 
to see,” William Powell said.

“I learned that it’s amazing 
the kind of life you can live in 
a small town. A lot of people 
think it’s not that interesting 
and there’s nothing going on, 
but this book is an example of 
these people who’ve lived ex-
traordinary lives,” Charlotte 
Powell said. “It’s surprising, 

but a lot of them think like, 
‘Oh I’m not that interesting.’ 
Most of our interviews started 
that way, like ‘I don’t know 
why you’re interviewing me. 
I’m not that interesting,’ and 
then they reveal this amaz-
ing story that nobody else 
has ever said before. It was 
amazing. I touched on this on 
my speech, but I learned a lot 
of lessons of going into the 
future, you can change your 
path sometimes. All of these 
people have had six different 
careers or they’ve been will-
ing to change their path. As 
a high school senior, it was 
really refreshing to hear that 
and know that that could hap-
pen.”

“I love that the communi-
ty’s willing to step up when 
given the chance,” Demetri 
said. “People wanted to be 
involved, people wanted to 
come together and work on 
something bigger than them-
selves and I learned that that’s 

really important , like just 
giving people a chance to go 
beyond normal.”

The teens thanked the 
community and encouraged 
them to check out the book.

On favorite people to in-
terview, Charlotte Powell’s 
was Bradley Gregory, Allison 
Demetri’s was Gail Lima and 
William Powell’s was Bruce 
Earl. 

“Go out and read it, 
learn about your neigh-
bors,” Charlotte Pow-
ell said. “Talk to people 
you’ve never talked to be-
fore. You never know what 
you’re going to learn. A 
lot of people are nicer 
than you actually think 
they are.”

“Be sure to talk to 
people that have differ-
ent perspectives. There’s 
some people that have dif-
ferent ideas than I did and 

it was still very interesting to 
see how everyone spoke to 
each other. I feel like as a so-
ciety, we’ve been sticking to 
our close groups and I think 

branching out of it more,” 
William Powell said. “Like 
the things we’re doing right 
now. Again, talking to your 
neighbor, talking to that per-
son you see at the supermar-
ket, waving hello to people 
in your car. Just being a talk-
ative person if you can.”

“Open up to your neigh-
bor,” Allison Demetri said. 
“Even if you’re different, just 
talk about anything, because 
people are more than just 
their party affiliation, where 
their kids go to school. Con-
necting on a very human level 
is very important just for ev-
eryone.”

PROJECT from page 1

Photo courtesy of Abigail Ferrone

State Rep. Angelo Puppolo Jr. (D-Springfield) presented citations to the authors on May 5. 
Jared Demetri, father of Allison Demetri, reflects on the teens 
and their impact on the community.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Donna Pikul, also featured in the book, signs her name in a 
copy of the book as Allison Demetri looks on.

Karen Gatchell, one of the people interviewed for the book, 
signs her autograph.

Inside the book, we find stories about Deb Trimble and Rachel 
Hapgood.
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Boys lacrosse defeated by Longmeadow

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportssports@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

WILBRAHAM – Last Monday after-
noon, it could have been a lost cause for 
Minnechaug down 7-1. But the Falcons 
mounted a massive comeback, scoring sev-
en runs in the bottom of the seventh inning 
to come from behind and beat Turners Falls 
in a league game 8-7. Kaelyn Dionne and 
Brooklyn Rosas had two hits each. Rosas 
had a double. Brooke Johnson had two hits 
and two RBI. Dionne pitched a complete 
game and got the win. The Falcons finished 
the regular season at 11-7.

Falcons walk off against Turners Falls

Brooke Johnson frames up a strike.

Gianna Fusco catches a 
force out at second.

Brooklyn 
Rosas fields 
the ball in 
center.

Aezlin Rost makes the catch 
heading for foul territory.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Mylie Mittler looks around 
after catching a cutoff throw.

Kaelyn Dionne sends 
a pitch away.

W I L B R A H A M 
– Last Thursday eve-
ning, Minnechaug boys 
lacrosse was defeated 
by Longmeadow 13-2. 
Minnechaug’s only goals 
came from Jake Hisgen 
and Thomas Hutches-
on. Ricky Hale made 13 
saves. The Falcons were 
11-5 heading into their fi-
nal regular season game.

Mason Jones 
receives a pass.

Turley photos by 
Gregory A. Scibelli

David Quinn picks up a loose ball. Patrick Roach circles around toward the goal.

Richard Hale makes a play in goal. Thomas Hutcheson sends a pass away. Andrew Dolaher winds back and readies to shoot.

Falcons 
clinch spot 
in tourney

WILBRAHAM – Last 
Thursday evening, Min-
nechaug Regional High 
School football found 
themselves needing a big 
win to qualify for the state 
tournament. Minnechaug 
lost to West Springfield in a 
five-set marathon last Tues-
day. The result was a 9-9 
record heading into their fi-
nale against Springfield In-
ternational Charter School.

Fortunately, the quest to 
punch their playoff ticket 
went well, as Minnechaug 
swept SICS 3-0 to finish 
the regular season with a 
10-9 record, guaranteeing 
a .500 record to make the 
state tournament.

T-Birds 
steal Game 
2 over the 
Penguins

WILKES-BARRE, PA 
- The Springfield Thunder-
birds authored one of the 
most remarkable come-
backs in team history, 
storming back from three 
behind to shock  the Wil-
kes-Barre/Scranton Pen-
guins in overtime, 4-3,  on 
Thursday  night in Game 2 
of the Atlantic Division Fi-
nals inside Mohegan Arena 
at Casey Plaza. With the 
win, Springfield evened the 
series at one win apiece and 
stole home ice advantage.

The Penguins’ newest 
offensive weapon again 
proved to be a thorn in the 
T-Birds’ sides at the 8:42 
mark of the first. With Wil-
kes-Barre/Scranton operat-
ing on its first power play of 

Please see T-BIRDS, 
page 12
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Game 2, Bill Zonnon parked 
himself just outside Georgii 
Romanov’s goal crease and 
deflected a Mikhail Ilyin shot 
behind the Springfield goal-
ie to make it a 1-0 Penguins 
lead. 

Romanov was the far 
busier netminder in the first 
20 minutes, with the Pen-
guins heftily outshooting the 
T-Birds 14-4 in the frame, but 
the Springfield goalie contin-
ued his stellar work to keep 
the deficit at just a single goal 
heading into intermission. 
Sergei Murashov had little 
work to do in the first him-
self, needing to stop just four 
Springfield attempts.

Springfield’s deficit grew 
almost instantaneously in the 
middle period, when Ilyin 
freed up a loose puck in the 
right circle, allowing Tristan 
Broz to rip it home just 16 

seconds into the second, mak-
ing it 2-0.

Springfield’s power play 
received two chances 
to try to take a bite 
out of the two-
goal hole, but 
Murashov and 
the Wilkes-Barre/
Scranton penalty 
kill answered the 
bell with successive dispatch-
ings.

Then it was the Penguins’ 
turn to return to the power 
play late in the period, and 
Avery Hayes made no mis-
take, taking a cross-ice setup 
from Rutger McGroarty and 
whipping a forehander past 
Romanov’s blocker at 18:16. 

The Penguins began the 
final period with another 
power play and a chance to 
put the T-Birds away. In-
stead, Springfield began their 
comeback for the ages when 
Hugh McGing rifled home a 

one-timer, shorthanded, past 
Murashov just 55 seconds 

into the period to make 
it 3-1. 

S p r i n g f i e l d 
tilted the ice 
heavily in 

their favor for 
the entirety of the 
final period, un-
leashing 20 shots 

in 20 minutes on Murashov. 
Still, it would take the T-Birds 
until the final four minutes to 
get closer when Dillon Dube 
deflected an Alek Kaskima-
ki attempt behind Murashov 
with 3:24 remaining to cut the 
margin to 3-2. 

The veteran forward was 
far from finished, as Dube 
picked up his second 6-on-
5 goal with 1:50 remaining, 
parking himself off the right 
post and jabbing a loose puck 
behind a helpless Murashov 
following a Calle Rosen slap-
per to make it a 3-3 tie and 

force an improbable overtime 
period. 

The T-Birds carried the 
overtime period as well, as 
the visitors finished the night 
with 31 of the game’s final 43 
shots on net. Finally, it was 
Akil Thomas who ended the 
festivities with a fortuitous 
bounce at 13:44 of the over-
time. Thomas was spilled on a 
breakaway down the slot area, 
but still got a shot away that 
rocketed off the end boards, 
careened back to the net front, 
bounced off Murashov’s 
back, and squeaked across the 
line to win it for Springfield. 

The magical third period 
and overtime marked Spring-
field’s largest third period 
comeback win in their post-
season history. Romanov im-
proved to 6-2 in his postsea-
son run, making 39 saves in 
the win. Murashov finished 
with 41 stops for the Pen-
guins.

T-BIRDS from page 11

SPORTS

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW— Since join-
ing USL League Two in 2019, 
the Western Mass. Pioneers 
have qualified for the league 
playoffs each season. A new 
group of Pioneers players are 
hoping to continue the post-
season tradition this spring.

In front of a large crowd at 
historic Lusitano Stadium in 
Ludlow, the Pioneers began 
the 2026 campaign with a 4-2 
victory over the Albany Rush, 
last Friday night. 

“Most of the players on 
last year’s team graduated 
from college, so we do have 
a lot of first-year players this 
season,” said Pioneers head 
coach Federico Molinari. “I 
thought we played well in 
tonight’s game. We had a lot 
of opportunities, especially in 
the first half.”

The Pioneers posted a 10-
1-3 regular season record a 
year ago. They lost to FC Mo-
town STA, 2-1, in the Eastern 
Conference quarterfinals.

A couple of the Pioneers 
players from last year’s squad 
have signed with professional 
soccer teams.

“It’s really nice to see 
your players playing soccer 
at a high level,” said Molinari, 
who’s been leading the Pio-
neers since 2012. “That’s our 
main goal every year.”

One of the local players 
listed on the 2026 Pioneers 
roster is Thomas Wadas, 
who’s played soccer for the 
Ludlow Lions and is currently 
a member of the UMass-Am-
herst men’s soccer team. 

Wadas has been listed on 
the Pioneers roster for the 
past several years. He made 
his first start for the Pioneers 
in the season opening match. 

“I used to watch the Pio-
neers games from the stands, 
so I’ve been looking forward 
to this moment for a long 
time,” said Wadas, who’s a 
midfielder. “Being a start-
er in the season opener is a 
very special thing to me. We 
played hard for the whole 90 
minutes of tonight’s game. 

When we come together as a 
cohesive team, we can look 
forward to another strong sea-
son.  Anything less than mak-
ing the playoffs seems like a 
failure.”

Wadas was a starter in 
ten of the 15 games that he 
played in for the Minutemen 
as a freshman last fall. He 
finished the 2025 season with 
two goals and three assists.

“It was a big adjustment 
going from the high school 
level to the collegiate level,” 
Wadas said. “All of the play-
ers are bigger and stronger in 
college. The game is also a lot 
more physical. I’m just glad 
that I was able to contribute 
as a freshman. Playing for the 
Pioneers is only going to help 
me prepare for my sophomore 
season at UMass.”

A first-year player mem-
ber of the Pioneers is Michael 
Gouvin, who’s from Monson. 
His older sister, Laura, played 
for the New England Mutiny 
several years ago.

Gouvin, who comes from 
a soccer family, attended 
Avon Old Farms before play-
ing two seasons for the men’s 
soccer team at the University 
of New Hampshire. He decid-
ed to transfer to Bentley Uni-
versity before the start of last 
season.

“I used to play youth soc-
cer games on this field. It 
feels awesome to be back here 
playing again,” said Gouvin, 
who’s a starting defender. 
“I’ve never played a game in 
this type of environment be-
fore. Winning our first game 
of the season feels incredi-
ble.”

The Pioneers have won ev-
ery match that they’ve played 
against the Rush since 2022. 
They outscored them. 11-0, in 
both matches last season. 

Prior to the start of the 
match, third grader Brooke 
Lamothe did an outstanding 
job of performing the Nation-
al Anthem.

The Rush ended their 
scoreless spell against the 
Pioneers when Lucas Horja 
fired a shot into the back of 
the net past Western Mass. 

goalie Ben Alexander for an 
unassisted goal during the 
11th minute of the opening 
half.

The Pioneers quickly took 
over the momentum.

The home side had five 
corner kicks before scoring 
the equalizer in the 37th min-
ute. 

An Albany player fouled 
Wadas, which gave the Pi-
oneers a free kick. Pearse 
O’Brien booted the ball into 
the box and Matiwos Rumley 
managed to score the tying 
goal.

Two minutes later, an Al-
bany player fouled O’Brien 
inside the box resulting in a 
penalty kick.

O’Brien, who’s from West 
Hartford Conn., stepped up to 
the spot and lined a shot into 
the back of the net giving the 
Pioneers the lead for the first 
time.

Horja scored the tying 
goal nine minutes into the 

second half.
Five minutes later, Gouvin 

sent a pass into the box from 
the right wing where Felipe 
De Andrade, who had just 
entered the match as a sub, 
headed the ball into the net.

“I saw that Felipe was 
open and I just sent him the 
ball,” Gouvin said. “It was a 
perfect play. My main goal 
in every game is to make an 
impact.” 

The duo of Alfred Baafi 
and Martin Echarren, who 
also came off the bench, 
hooked up on the Pioneers fi-
nal goal during the 82nd min-
ute. Echarren flicked a shot 
into the net for his first goal as 
a Pioneers player.

The Pioneers are sched-
uled to play a road game 
against the Seacoast Unit-
ed Phantoms on Wednesday 
night before returning home 
to face NEFC at 7:30 on Sat-
urday night. 

Pioneers get 2026 campaign 
underway with win

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Michael Gouvin, of Monson, sends a pass away.

Sam Montalto looks to pass. Jaiden Williams, of Belchertown, competes with an 
opponent.

Fernando Delgado dribbles up the 
field.

Counselor in 
Training Program

Alex Soares
Administrative Clerk

WILBRAHAM - As 
one of the unique opportu-
nities offered through Spec 
Day Camp, the Counselor 
in Training (CIT) Program 
provides campers ages 14 
and 15 with the chance to 
continue their camp ex-
perience in a new and re-
warding role. Designed for 
campers who have aged out 
of traditional camp partici-
pation, the program allows 
teens to stay involved at 
camp while developing 
valuable leadership and 
communication skills in a 
fun and supportive environ-
ment.

Under the guidance of 
a designated CIT Director, 
participants gain hands-on 
experience working with 
younger campers while 
assisting staff with daily 
camp activities, program 
planning, communication, 
safety practices, goal set-
ting, and team building. 
The program is designed 
to challenge and engage 
participants while helping 
them build confidence, re-
sponsibility, and teamwork 

skills that will benefit them 
in future academic, pro-
fessional, and personal en-
deavors.

The CIT Program is of-
fered in either a three-week 
or six-week session, with 
limited spots available each 
summer. Candidates are se-
lected through an applica-
tion and interview process. 
While the CIT position is 
unpaid, accepted applicants 
receive discounted camp 
tuition rates. Each three-
week session costs $275 
for Wilbraham residents 
and $300 for non-residents.

Those interested in ap-
plying can download the 
CIT application packet 
from Wilbraham Parks & 
Recreation. The applica-
tion packet includes the 
following materials:

•	 Registration and Agree-
ment Form 

•	 CIT Questionnaire 
•	 CIT Application Essay 
•	 Teacher Reference Form 
•	 Personal Reference 

Form 
•	 Waiver Form 

Completed applications 
must be submitted to the 
Recreation Office by Fri-
day, May 29.

For more information, 
please visit WilbrahamRec.
com

This Week in Rec

STAFFORD SPRINGS, 
CT – Stafford Speedway re-
turned to action with its first 
Friday night weekly racing 
program of the 2026 season 
on Friday, May 8.   Feature 
winners on the night in-
cluded Keith Rocco in the 
SK Modified feature, Adam 
Gray in the Late Model fea-
ture, Robert Bloxsom, III in 
the SK Light feature, Gary 
Patnode in the Limited Late 
Model feature, and Bran-
don Warren in the Street 
Stock feature.

In the 40-lap SK Modi-
fied® feature, Troy Talman 
took the lead at the drop of 
the green flag with Dylan 
Kopec, Keith Rocco, Dylan 
Izzo, and Matt Vassar all 
lined up behind him.   Ko-
pec took the lead from Tal-
man coming out of turn 4 
on lap-3 before the caution 
came out for Chase Cook, 
who spun and came to a 
stop in turn 2.

Talman took the lead 
back on the restart with Ko-
pec in second.   Rocco and 
Izzo were side by side for a 
lap fighting for third placed 
before Izzo got loose in 
turn 2 and slid back sever-
al spots.  Vassar was fourth 
with Mikey Flynn in fifth.   
Flynn took foruth from Vas-
sar on lap-6 while Kopec 
took the lead before sur-
rendering the lead to Rocco 
on lap-9.  Talman was now 
third behind Rocco and Ko-
pec with Flynn fourth and 
Glen Reen up to fifth.

Marcello Rufrano was 
on the charge as he took 
fourth place from Talman 
on lap-12 as Rocco contin-
ued to lead Kopec and Fly-
nn.  Anthony Flannery was 
now sixth with Reen, Alex-

ander Pearl, Izzo, and Jon 
Puleo making up the top-
10.   Rufrano charged his 
way past Flynn on lap-15 to 
move into third and now he 
was challenging Kopec for 
second place.

Rufrano took second 
from Kopec on lap-19 and 
now set his sights on Roc-
co in the lead.  The caution 
flew with 24 laps complete 
as Meghan Fuller spun in 
turn 2 with Chase Cook.   
Cook was black flagged by 
Stafford officials for mak-
ing contact with Fuller.

Rocco took the lead 
back under green with Ru-
frano taking second.   Ko-
pec was third with Flan-
nery fourth and Flynn fifth.  
Pearl was sixth with Izzo, 
Talman, Michael Christo-
pher, Jr. and Puleo making 
up the top-10.   Rufrano 
nearly took the lead from 
Rocco on lap-28, but Roc-
co was able to fend off his 
challenge.  With five laps to 
go Rocco was still leading 
Rufrano with Kopec, Flan-
nery, and Pearl making up 
the top-5.

Rocco led Rufrano to 
the checkered flag to pick 
up his first win of the 2026 
season.   Kopec finished 
third with Flannery and 
Pearl rounding out the top-
5.   Following post-race in-
spection, the car of Kopec 
failed to meet the minimum 
ride height requirement 
and the car of Flannery 
exceeded the maximum 
allowable left side weight 
and both cars were disqual-
ified from the feature finish.  
This moves Pearl into third 
with Christopher and Flynn 
rounding out the new top-5 
behind Rocco and Rufrano.

Racing season opens up 
at Stafford Speedway
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YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE HOMEHOME PROs

Build Your  
Business

CALL: 413.283.8393
EMAIL: 

jwalker@turley.com

Special 
Advertising 
Rates for 
Local Small 
Businesses -
Ad Design 
Included!HERE

Reach local 
households, in 
print and online!

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Walker Home Improvement
Repairs & Renovations

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Finish Carpentry • Framing

• Windows & Door Replacement
• Drywall • Painting • Decks

413.687.5552
Competitive Pricing • Licensed • Insured

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

Verdon’s
Seamless Aluminum Gutters

Over 40 Years 
Experience 

Family Owned & 
Operated

65 Main Street, Wilbraham • (413) 596-9611
Mon.-Fri. 7am to 5pm - Please No Sundays - Lic.#105559

www.verdonsgutters.com • verdonsgutters@charter.net
Fully Insured & Free Estimates

CUSTOM MADE & INSTALLED CONTINUOUS SEAMLESS ALUMINUM GUTTERS & DOWNSPOUTS

STORAGE FACILITY

LudlowLudlow Self Storage Self Storage
Compare Our Prices & Save!

Local Family Owned & Managed

291 Moody Street, Ludlow 
call/text: 413-800-6022 • ludlowselfstorage.com

Brand New Building!
Safe & Secure with 24/7 Access, 
Security Cameras & Coded Entry

Largest Selection of Sizes Available

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

566-2916
Evening & Weekend Appointments Available!
Billy Bond - The Area’s #1 “Go To” Septic Guy!

Fully Insured • Family Owned

Hampden Septic
Pumping • Installation • Title 5 Inspections • Perc Tests

Magnet P.I.
Junk Removal, Dumpster Service & Towing

Get Rid of ALL your junk at a reasonable price.
Even the Tough Stuff!

Boilers, hot Water Tanks, Oil Tanks, T.V.’s, Monitors, 
Mattresses, Pools, Hot Tubs, Tires...We take it all!
Call Doug at 413-455-4397

magnetpijunkservices.com

JUNK REMOVAL

DUMPSTER SERVICE

413-244-1943
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

AAffordable ffordable WWasteaste S Solutionsolutions
Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

LUMBER & FEED

For Your Interior And Exterior Living Spaces!
84 Hubbard St., Ludlow • 413-583-3472

Mon- Fri 7:30am -5:00pm; 
Sat 7:30am – noon; closed Sunday

CABINETRY
DOORS  •  WINDOWS  

DECKING
ROOFING

AND MORE  ...

TREE WORK
INSURED AND CERTIFIED

dlangtree.com
■  Tree Removal   
■  Structural Pruning
■  Crane Service
■  Storm Damage 
■  Stump Grinding
Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation 413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE

Submitted by Greta Rust

WILBRAHAM - As part 
of my eighth grade Civics 
Class, all students have to 
pick a national problem that 
affects citizens on a daily 
basis. 

We then filtered the top-
ic down to a local level. My 
topic is community police 
relations and how to im-
prove them. 

The Officer of the Month 
is designed to connect local 
law enforcement with the 
community. By doing so, cit-
izens can get to know those 
who serve our community 
behind the badge on a per-
sonal level, making connec-
tions and understanding that 
we are all in this together is 
really important for a safe 
environment for everyone.

Ofc. Taylor Beaudry is a 
patrol officer with the Wil-
braham Police Department. 

She has been at the WPD for 
almost two years. 

Officer Beaudry is a local 
Massachusetts resident and 
has been for most of her life. 
She enjoys the beach and go-

ing on hikes. She also loves 
dogs, taking them to the park 
and inventive cooking. 

Family and friends are 
also a priority to her, she 
says. that having a support 
system is really important in 
her line of work. 

Before working as a po-
lice officer, she was a dog 
trainer for five years. 

Officer Beaudry became 
a police officer because, 
since she was a little girl she 
had wanted to. She looked 
up to them and liked how she 
could always count on them 
in the community. 

She wants people to un-
derstand that at the end of 
the day we are all human. 
Officers and citizens alike 
have good days and bad 
days, have had similar expe-
riences, and just want to get 
along. 

Officer of the Month: Ofc. Taylor Beaudry

Taylor Beaudry

COMMUNITY

WILBRAHAM - U.S. 
News & World Report re-
cently released its list of 2026 
Best Nursing Homes, and 
Life Care Center of Wilbra-
ham, located at 2399 Boston 
Road, made the list.

How the List was Made
U.S. News & World Report 

produces a list of top nursing 
and rehabilitation providers 
every year, evaluating close 
to 15,000 nursing homes in 
the United States. The con-
sumer organization primarily 
uses data from the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Ser-
vices (CMS) with a few other 
factors, and it rates facilities 
on Short-Term Rehabilitation 
and Long-term Care. Those 
that score as High-Ranking 
in one or both categories are 
named Best Nursing Homes.

Life Care Center of Wil-
braham is listed as a Best 

Nursing Home for both 
Short-Term Rehabilitation 
and Long-Term Care.

Life Care’s Rankings
Fifty-nine skilled nurs-

ing and rehabilitation cen-
ters across the United States 
run by Life Care Centers of 
America achieved the Best 
Nursing Home designation 
this year.

“Since Life Care was 

founded in 1976, our mis-
sion of providing the best 
care possible to our residents 
and patients has been of fore-
most importance,” said Todd 
Fletcher, Life Care Centers of 
America president. “Seeing 
results like this from a pres-
tigious organization like U.S. 
News & World Report speaks 

Life Care Center of Wilbraham named a U.S. 
News & World Report 2026 Best Nursing Home

Please see LIFECARE, 
page 15
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for
 outdoor boilers (Cheap).

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  

Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
HARMON PELLET STOVE MODEL 
XXV. Like new condition, dark maroon 
enamel. $2750. 413-848-2298.

TAG SALE
BARN SALE

Goss Hill Road, Worthington. 
Fri., May 22-Sat., May 23

9am-5pm. Many vintage items, prints, 
collectibles, small furniture and quilts.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage electron-
ics, jewelry, coins, watches, military 
cameras, sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio 
equipment, audio equipment, toys, 
one item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. 

Fully insured. All work fully guaranteed. 
Free estimates. Lic. #14960A. 

413-533-8867

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, no 

project too small. Service upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy, dependable & insured. 

 Master Elec. #20773A. 
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

 Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON**
Specializing in shrub trimming, 

pruning, design, deliveries, 
loader, backhoe, insured. Professional. 

Please call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Yes time to till 
gardens and flower beds too. Be safe grow 
your own. Call for appointment, fair and 
reasonable rates. Suburban residential 
only.   413-626-1927.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE UPS

STUMP GRINDING
AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING

 Fast, dependable service. 
Free estimates. Fully insured.

 Call Joe Sablack 
413-436-9821, Cell 413-537-7994

 

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA 
MOUNTAINEER MODEL RKD 

LENGTH 33’, 2 SLIDE-OUTS, 
REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 4,
LOTS OF STORAGE. $8000. 

BRIMFIELD  – (413)374-1880

HELP WANTED: 
PAINTING, CLEAN-UP. 
413-297-1513, LES.

HOUSE CLEANER
POSITION AVAILABLE! 

Established company, flexible schedule, 
competitive wages, supportive team, re-
spectful clients! Work around college class-
es or meeting the bus! Call today to see if 
we are the right fit for you! We are eager to 
have you join our Team! 

413-267-4297 or 413-695-8087.

LABORERS AND HEAVY
 EQUIPMENT OPERATOR 

Positions available with local work. Proper 
licenses required including OSHA compli-
ance. Compensation will commensurate 
with  experience. Transportation required.

Email: 
bradwayconstruction@yahoo.com 

with your resume and for more information.

FOR RENT
15 MAPLE ST., BROOKFIELD. 
Available June 1. Unit 2, 2 bedroom, 1 bath, 
fenced yard, washer/dryer/dishwasher. 
Country style kitchen cabinets, quiet lo-
cation. $1500/mo. First/last/security. Good 
credit 700+. 
Stone Group Realty 774-262-6667.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WALES: SECOND FLOOR ROOM 
RENTAL. $750 per week, no pets, no vis-
itors, non-smokers. Lease month to month. 
References required. First/last. 508-344-
0732.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

BUSINESS FOR SALE
BIOLINKS OF

NEW ENGLAND
Grease trap pumping business. 

Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

(413) 687-5552

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

HOME IMPROVEMENT
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PUBLIC NOTICES

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Government 

lawyers
  4. The back of a 

person’s neck
  8. Mild yellow Dutch 

cheese
 10. In a less flashy 

way
 11. Living room 

piece
 12. Shepherd dog
 13. A citizen of Iran
 15. Moved slowly
 16. Small finch
 17. Previously
 18. What a kid does 

on Halloween
 21. Monetary unit
 22. Using dry humor
 23. Ocean

 24. Greek goddess of 
the dawn

 25. Not close
 26. NHL legend 

Bobby
 27. A ballplayer 

would love to do 
this

 34. Charity
 35. City in Finland
 36. Loomed over
 37. Vaccine 

developer
 38. Avoids capture
 39. We all need it
 40. Openwork fabrics
 41. Get away
 42. Something you 

might hit
 43. Soviet Socialist 

Republic

CLUES DOWN
  1. Abstain from
  2. Admirer
  3. Expedition to 

observe animals
  4. Act that is 

legally void
  5. WW2 

combatants
  6. A tool
  7. Looked at
  9. Showing wild 

excitement
 10. Banknotes
 12. Tired
 14. Printers need it
 15. Women’s 

patriotic group
 17. When you 

anticipate getting 
somewhere

 19. Functions
 20. Breed of sheep
 23. Mocking pieces
 24. A major division 

of geological time
 25. Andiron
 26. Many not ands
 27. Cuban city
 28. He voiced 

“Olaf”
 29. Criticize
 30. “Thundercats” 

character
 31. Markings
 32. Gets up
 33. MLB lefty 

reliever A.J.
 34. An assembly of 

witches
 36. High energy 

lasers (abbr.)

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD26P1046EA

Estate of: 
Thomas Franco 

Date of Death: 04/07/2026 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Eric T Franco of 
Wilbraham, MA requesting that 
the Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other re-

lief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that 

Eric T Franco of Wilbraham, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 06/10/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-

davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 

Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: May 13, 2026 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

05/21/2026

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES

This ad is pursuant to MA 
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A as 
of May 22, 2026 the following 
motor vehicles will be for sale to 
satisfy a garage keepers lien:

Vehicle: 2001 GMC Sierra
VIN: 1GHTHK29U31E25G247
LKO: Tina Kearns
40 Sutton Rd.
Millbury, MA
PO BOX 181
South Grafton, MA 01560

Vehicle: 2014 Ford Escape
VIN: 1FMCU9G99EVA31771
LKO: Richard Weldon

24 Lower Hampden Rd.
Monson, MA 01057

Vehicle: 2012 Chevy Impala
VIN: 2G1WG5E3XC1252863
LKO: Krystaczia Phoxy-
Flascher
567 East St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

R & S Assoc. Inc
PO Box 543

Wilbraham MA 01095
 413-596-4374 

05/07, 05/14, 05/21/2026

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
PUBLIC HEARING: 

VARIANCE REQUEST 
(Posted 5/11/2026)

The Wilbraham Select Board, 
serving as the Board of Health, 
will hold a hearing at Wilbra-
ham Town Hall, 240 Springfield 
Street, Wilbraham, MA in the 

Select Board Meeting Room on 
Monday, June 15, 2026 at 7:05 
p.m. to hear a Title 5 variance 
request from Zachery & Jessica 
Carr regarding their property at 6 
Hitching Post Lane. The hearing 
will consider allowing a variance 
from the requirements of sec-
tion 310 CMR 15.223 to permit 
the use of a single-compartment 
tank for a multifamily facility. 
All those wishing to comment 
will be heard. This hearing will 
be conducted in person and vir-
tually (virtual meeting access 
info. available on Select Board’s 
meeting agenda). 

WILBRAHAM SELECT 
BOARD 

Board of Health
05/21, 05/28/2026

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Obituary Policy
Wilbraham-Hampden Times

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name 

of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 

which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a 
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted through a funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Our advertisers make
this publication

possible.
Let them know you
saw their ad in the

Wilbraham
Hampden Times

Apply Today!

Help our community’s small businesses thrive with 
personalized and local advertising solutions.

Ad Sales Consultants

NOW 
HIRING

A Sales Career That Helps 
Our Community Thrive

Join our team!  Turley Publications is looking for 
an outgoing, energetic person interested in selling advertising for our 
12 community newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent communication and 
organizational skills.  Basic computer skills are required. Previous print 
sales experience is preferred  but we will train the right candidate. 

Local News & Community In Print & Online

Turley Publications

Offering a competitive commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to: 
Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
Email: jamie@turley.com

internship.
In stories, we often meet 

characters who embark on 
journeys for some broad rea-
son, later learning that there is 
a much deeper lesson to that 
journey beyond a character’s 
initial motivation. That was the 
Wilbraham - Hampden Times 
for me. 

I’ve always known I want-
ed to pursue a career in the 
writing field, but I also wanted 
my work to have an impact. 

In the beginning of my ju-
nior year, I attended a meeting 
for Minnechaug Juniors who 
would be interested in working 
with the Wilbraham - Hamp-
den Times writers. There I 
met Kristin, whom I had been 
in correspondence with previ-
ously about my interests in the 

role as a journalist. Kristin is 
one of the most kind-hearted 
individuals I have ever met 
and takes the time out of her 
day to make you feel seen in 
every interaction. She has gen-
uinely taught me so much and 
I’ve been proud to have her as 
my mentor over the last year. I 
have only been writing for the 
Times for about 9 months, but 
I owe it all to her. 

One of my favorite piec-
es I’ve ever covered, one that 
influenced a bit of my college 
decision, was a piece about 
Minnechaug’s own librarian, 
Dr. Georgina Trebbe, going to 
the Boston State House to tes-
tify. The process of getting to 
go to the State House—during 
a school day—getting to speak 
to those who testified, inter-
viewing Senator Jacob Olive-
ra one-on-one about the bill 

itself, that was what solidified 
everything for me. I got to see 
a glimpse of my future in Bos-
ton as well as the power of the 
people and our stories. 

Writing for the Times has 
given me so much more confi-
dence in my capabilities to get 
out of my comfort zone and 
talk to people. I never knew 
how much actually went on 
around me in Wilbraham until 
I took a closer look. Whenever 
you attend an event, generally 
you have a good idea of what’s 
going on, but never exactly 
how it will go. I think that un-
predictability has directed my 
path in such a special way. 

I always like to include a 
larger message in my articles 
to make it more than just an 
event that has passed in histo-
ry. In doing that, I highlighted 
a lot about what people think 

a certain event’s impact has on 
the greater whole of the com-
munity, along with any mes-
sages that they would like to 
share, especially around holi-
day seasons. 

But you don’t need a spe-
cial occasion to share your 
message with the world. The 
greatest piece of wisdom that 
I’ve acquired, something that 
anyone who knows me will 
hear me say almost daily, is 
that everything happens for a 
reason. I think it’s very human 
to try and control the trajectory 
of our lives, planning what we 
want to do and who we want 
to be down to a tee. But some-
times things don’t work out the 
way that we plan and maybe 
that’s just a bigger part of the 
plan. I’ve seen this proven too 
many times to count both in 
my life and in this job alone.

I have a couple more arti-
cles coming out over the next 
few weeks and I plan to write 
a little over school breaks but 
as I am graduating and head-
ing off to college in the fall, I 
would like to thank everyone 
who has supported my jour-
ney, Editor Kristin Rivers, 
Turley Publications and all 
the readers for having me and 
allowing me to flourish at the 
Wilbraham - Hampden Times.

As I step back from this 
role, I would like to take the 
time to highlight three new 
writers stepping into this cor-
respondence role, a sort of 
passing of the torch: Reese 
Magee, Selena Nguyen and 
Riddhi Patel, all Minnechaug 
juniors stepping into their se-
nior years like I was. I can’t 
wait to see you all evolve as I 
have. 

PROULX from page 1

volumes about the dedi-
cation of our associates 
around the country to that 
mission, and I am so proud 
of them.”

Life Care Centers of 
America manages more 
than 200 skilled nursing, 
post-acute, Alzheimer’s, 
and senior living campuses 
in 27 states. For more in-
formation about Life Care, 
visit lcca.com. For more 
information about Life 
Care Center of Wilbraham, 
visit LifeCareCenterof-
Wilbraham.com.

LIFECARE from page 13

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com
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OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES

D E S I G N
B U I L D
L I V E

T H E
K I T C H E N   &

B A T H  C O .

LOCAL.
FAMILY-OWNED.

IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.

BELCHERTOWN  n  WESTFIELD  n  ADAMS

D E S I G N
B U I L D
L I V E

T H E

K I T C H E N   &

B A T H  C O .

Your Private Sanctuary
Start and end your day in a space designed for serenity and superior 
functionality at every stage of your life. We transform dated bathrooms into 
luxury spa retreats that evolve with your lifestyle. Using premium materials like 
Corian® and Wilsonart®, we create seamless, easy-to-clean surfaces that stand 
the test of time. From smart storage solutions to accessible walk-in designs, 
experience the perfect blend of elegance, safety, and long-term durability.


