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Minnechaug was 
abuzz with activity 
last Saturday

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

WILBRAHAM – Dozens 
of vendors participated in a 
student-coordinated craft fair 
at Minnechaug Regional High 
School on May 13, as a car show 
occurred there simultaneously. 

The events coincided with 
the Wilbraham Hill Climb, 
which took place nearby on 
Monson Road. A fleet of buses 
was in constant motion during 
the morning and afternoon, 
shuttling people from one loca-
tion to the other. 

The craft fair behind the 
school featured paintings, ce-
ramics, jewelry, photography, 
printmaking, woodworking, sea-
sonal crafts, health and beauty 
products and more. 

“It’s a lot of fun; a good en-
vironment with a bunch of cars 
if you like cars. You can see the 
old ones you can’t find and the 
newer ones. It’s a good mix,” 
said Alexis Derosier, a Long-
meadow resident who arrived to 
sell anime-related items. 

A group of Minnechaug 
students sold homemade items 
to benefit the school’s art de-
partment. Available were hand-
crafted bowls, plates, necklaces, 
bracelets, key chains and ear-
rings. 

“You get to see what hard 
work people put into all differ-

ent types of mediums and how 
much dedication they have to 
their craft. It’s a really good way 
to see what everybody has to of-
fer,” Minnechaug junior Victo-
ria Harrington said. 

“It’s nice because we all 
have the same idea of how we 
feel about art, and it gives us a 
space where we can express that 
interest because I know a lot of 
people that go to our school are 
more academically focused. It’s 
just nice to have a little creative 
outlet,” she continued. 

Deana Gore is a regular at 
Wilbraham craft fairs and was 
present last Saturday offering 
homemade candles, wax melts 
and room sprays. She was 
thrilled to see so many artisans 
and microbusinesses showcas-
ing their talents, as the car show 
and hill climb also occurred. 

“The atmosphere here to-
day is electric. You can feel 
the energy with everyone com-
ing through and just to have 
so much going on at one time 
here in one place I think really 

brought the community togeth-
er,” Gore said. 

Sabrina Niedzielski arrived 
to present her handmade bath 
products, soaps, luxury lotions 
and candles. She appreciated 
being side by side with so many 
vendors who are passionate 
about their creativity and ex-
pressed her gratitude for the or-
ganizers. 

“There’s everything. I mean 
you’ve got pottery, you’ve got 

Two 
candidates 
on the 
ballot for 
the Board of 
Selectmen
The town election 
takes place on May 20

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Residents 
will consider two candidates for 
the Board of Selectmen when 
they head to the polls on May 20. 

Voting takes place from 8:30 
a.m. to 6:30 p.m. at Minnechaug 
Regional High School. 

The two candidates are Mi-
chael Squindo and Carmela 
Blair, with the winner filling a 
vacancy after Chairman Carolyn 
Brennan announced it was her fi-
nal year on the board. 

Michael Squindo

S q u i n -
do has been 
involved in 
mun ic ipa l 
government 
for the last 
10 years, 
has a mas-
ter’s degree 
in social 
work and is 
licensed in 
social work. He has an exten-
sive background in community 
leadership and development as 
far back as his high school years, 
leading to a desire to invest in lo-
cal government. 

Squindo said this background 
has “prepared and projected me 
forward” in his work, including 
working on budgets and collabo-
rating with colleagues in varying 
departments. 

“I’ve always been interested 
in local government and having 
attended several meetings, I see 
an opportunity here for the Wil-
braham process to better engage 
citizens in a way that works for 
them,” Squindo said. 

Squindo has been pleased 
with several successes by the 
Selectmen, including the work 
on the new senior center, calling 
it “a significant success for the 
town.”

Additionally, he wants to 
continue moving forward on 
municipal broadband and the 
creation of Tax Increment Fi-
nancing, or TIF, for the town. 

TIF is an economic develop-
ment tool geographically target-
ed to a community and supports 
investing in public infrastructure 
and other improvements. 

“This will help support eco-

Craft fair at the car show

Tessa Chambers, Ava Sheehan, Lindsay Labadorf, Gabriella Viruet, Victoria Harrington and Gay Straight 
Alliance advisor Kyle Garron at the Minnechaug Craft Fair. (Staff photo by Dalton Zbierski)

Michael Squindo

A reception at the 
Hampden library was 
held in her honor

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The library 
held a reception in the Rochford 
Reading Room from 3-6 p.m. 
on May 11 to honor outgoing 
Library Trustees Chair Beth 
Burger. 

Burger is retiring from the 
Library Board of Trustees after 
36 years. 

During the reception, attend-
ees congratulated Burger and 
shared well wishes and memo-
ries. Additionally, they enjoyed 
refreshments provided by the 
Friends of the Library. 

Joan Shea is on the Friends 
and said honoring Burger “means 
a lot to me.”

“I think she deserves a nice 
gathering like this. We’re hold-
ing it as kind of like an open 

house. People will come in, 
grab a little bit of food, chat and 
then they’re able to leave or go 
to their next event,” Shea said. 

Burger received two dedica-
tions for her commitment to the 
library from State Rep. Brian 
Ashe (D-Longmeadow) from 
the House of Representatives 
and Board of Selectmen Chair 
John Flynn. 

Burger’s late husband, Bob 
Burger, also served on the Se-
lectmen for two terms. 

“For 36 years, she provided 
guidance and leadership to the 
Hampden Free Library as a li-
brary trustee. Her commitment 
to the library, as a volunteer for 
the betterment of our communi-
ty, is an example of what makes 
Hampden a place we all love 
and call home,” Flynn said. 

Flynn explained how Burger 
raised her three sons in Hamp-
den, has been a resident for 54 
years and served many years as 
caretaker of the gardens at St. 
Mary’s Shrine alongside the late 
Sheila R. Flynn. 

“On behalf of grateful resi-

dents, we thank Beth Burger for 
her wisdom, her spirit and her 
generosity of time,” Flynn said. 

Trustee Kathleen Hutchin-
son shared a creative Dr. Seuss 
retelling to honor Burger and 

presented a plaque.
Hutchinson said, “It’s going 

to be a big loss,” sharing Burger 
supported new library programs, 

Beth Burger retires from library trustees after 36 years

State Rep. Brian Ashe (D-Longmeadow), Library Director Ellen 
Moriarty, Library Trustees Chair Beth Burger and Hampden Board 
of Selectmen Chair John Flynn take a group photo during the 
reception honoring Beth Burger at Hampden Public Library. Burger 
was presented with two dedications from the Massachusetts 
House of Representatives and the town’s Selectmen. (Staff photo by 
Kristin Rivers)

Please see LIBRARY, page 13

Please see CRAFT, page 9

Please see BOARD, page 7
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Greetings fellow 
residents of Wilbraham! My 
name is Carmela BLAIR and 
I am on the ballot for Board 
of Selectman for the May 
20, 2023 Elections. 

As a native of Western 
Massachusetts, My 
family and I moved to 
Wilbraham eight years ago.  I 
have worked for Attorney 
Robert A. DiTusa in 
Springfield, Massachusetts 
for 19 years.  He has 
mentored me through 
my professional career 
and entrusted me with 
managing his Springfield 
law firm.  

I am well qualified to 
serve as a member of the 
Board of Selectmen, given 
my extensive education 
and professional experience.  I manage and prepare monthly management 
meetings and am responsible for conducting interviews with potential 
candidates and develop and maintain policies and procedures.  

My goal as a member of the board would be to work collaboratively as 
a team in order to achieve a common goal or to complete a task in the most 
effective and efficient manner possible.  A vision cannot be successfully 
implemented until you have a clear focus and are able to make decisions 
that will enable the town to function in the present.  

I would like to work collaboratively with the Select Board on the 
following important issues:

In order to encourage the establishment of new businesses, the plan 
is to work with local business owners, promote Wilbraham to potential 
investors, and create incentives;

Ensure that the town’s infrastructure is well maintained and that public 
safety is a top priority.  It’s essential to find a solution to the infrastructure 
problems without increasing taxes;

Negotiating the cost of integrating Broadband; 
Employees are expected to retire and adequate funding and 

development of a solid succession plan are required.  
The above are just a few examples.  In light of this, I respectfully 

request your vote for Board of Selectman on May 20, 2023. 

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT CARMELA BLAIR

We can help with...

Family Care 
Counseling Associates
413-596-6922
35 Post Office Park • Suite 3504
Wilbraham, MA • www.fccainc.com

• Depression
• Anxiety
• PTSD
• Stress Management
• Child/Adolescent Counseling
• OCD
• Relationship Counseling
• Parenting Issues
• Addiction Issues
• ADD/ADHD
• Mood Disorders

• Blended Family Issues
• Divorce/Re-Marriage 

Counseling
• Massage Therapy
• Family Counseling
• Grief/Loss
• Medication Evaluation & 

Management for Adults, 
Adolescents & Children

• Neurofeedback Training
• EMDR

We Welcome Our Newest Providers
Dr. Katrin Rouse Weir, Ed. D - Counseling and Psychological Testing

Ryan Travis Woods - Massage Therapy
Dr. Sequilla Carter, DNP, APRN - Medication Evaluation and 
Management Services for Children, Adolescents and Adults

Rob Robinson, Ph.D.
Martha Woodard, Psy.D.
Rebecca Kertenis, LMFT
Christina Althen, LMHC

Betsy Gray, LMHC
Tamie Kelsey-West, LMHC

Joshua Bates, LICSW
Renee Bracey, LMHC

Ryan Travis Woods, LMT
Kevin Garvey, LICSW
Janet Kennedy, MD
Erin Hervieux, LMHC

We Answer Your Call

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Residents 
will have three candidates to 
choose from for appointment 
to the School Committee in the 
May 20 election.

Voting takes place from 8:30 
a.m. to 6:30 p.m. at Minnechaug 
Regional High School. 

The three candidates are Dr. 
Mike Tirabassi, Christina Beckel 
and Sherrill Caruana.

Caruana currently serves on 
the School Committee and is up 
for reelection to a third term. 

Dr. Mike Tirabassi

Tirabassi has children in the 
district and has served on the 
Finance Committee for the last 
year. He is 
an Associate 
P r o f e s s o r 
of Surgery 
at UMA-
S S - C h a n 
M e d i c a l 
School and 
a “teachers’ 
teacher” for 
A d v a n c e d 
Trauma Life 
Support. 

Tirabassi explained how the 
school assessment has Wilbra-
ham comprising nearly 60% of 
the town’s budget and “quality 
education requires a quality in-
vestment and our school district 
is no exception.”

“It is a great responsibility 
and vitally important to wisely 

manage the town’s investment. 
The children’s education and, 
likewise, our future depends on 
it.,” Tirabassi said.

Tirabassi shared his expe-
rience working on the Finance 
Committee.

“Working on the team to help 
ensure our schools, and the rest 
of the departments in town, get 
the funding needed was fulfill-
ing. This has given me a firm 
grasp on municipal finance. I 
also understand why having a 
good working knowledge of mu-
nicipal finance is essential to be 
able to effectively advocate for 
the funding our children need 
both locally and at the state lev-
el,” Tirabassi said. 

Tirabassi cited declining stu-
dent enrollment in the last 10 
years and continued deficiencies 
in state financial support as his 
reasons for running.

“My greatest fear is that in a 
rush to reorganize and contain 
an ever-increasing school bud-
get, student education is going to 
be compromised. I have always 
been a strong supporter of public 
education,” Tirabassi said. “With 
the right leadership, I believe we 
can provide the children in our 
school district with one of the 
best educations in the region.”

Tirabassi said the commit-
tee has succeeded in the school 
district implementing a strategic 
plan, a committee to improve 
curriculum and aligning educa-
tional content across the district. 

The improvements would in-
clude regionalizing the middle 
school grades, correcting over-
crowding at Wilbraham Middle 
School, consider regionalizing 

the district for pre-kindergarten 
through Grade 12 and review-
ing bus transportation to help 
students attend schools closer to 
where they live. 

“First, this would allow for 
the most efficient use of the 
school buildings in our school 
district so we can provide the 
best possible educational experi-
ence to all the students. Second, 
it is difficult to predict what will 
happen to student enrollment in 
the future. This will leave the 
district in a great position to be 
adaptable to always be able to 
provide the best possible edu-
cational experience,” Tirabassi 
said. “There are several students 
that spend nearly two hours a 
day on the school bus. This is far 
from ideal and I know we can do 
better.” 

If elected, Tirabassi wants to 
focus on the strategic plan, im-
prove district advocacy at the 
state level and explore altering 
the regional school agreement. 

“The plan gives us a clear 
vision for the future with cur-
riculum improvements, grow-
ing educational programming, 
improving vocational/technical 
opportunities, and reorganizing 
building utilization. Advocat-
ing for the strategic plan will 
be challenging in these difficult 
financial times, but improved 
efficiencies like formally region-
alizing the district at all grade 
levels and closing the under-uti-
lized Thornton W Burgess build-
ing will make a big difference,” 
Tirabassi said. 

On district advocacy.
“We have never once seen 

the 100% reimbursement for 

regional transportation that the 
state once promised to all re-
gional school districts. I believe 
these shortfalls in funding at the 
state level are major contributing 
factors for the rapidly rising cost 
of education in our community,” 
Tirabassi said.

Finally, altering the regional 
school agreement. 

“Operating a school district 
has both fixed and variable costs, 
and our current funding formula 
does not adequately account for 
the fixed costs. There are alter-
native methods for sharing the 
costs between towns in regional 
school districts, and we should 
explore other funding formulas 
that share the costs more equita-
bly,” Tirabassi said. 

Christina Beckel

Beckel is a mother of three 
who has children who attend or 
are recent graduates from the 
school dis-
trict. Ad-
d i t i o n a l -
ly, she’s 
served as 
a substitute 
teacher in 
the district, 
t a u g h t 
flight stu-
dents as a 
c e r t i f i e d 
flight in-
structor and grew up in other 
countries, giving her insight into 
the advantages and disadvantag-
es of other educational systems. 

For her, Beckel wants more 
parent representation on the 

School Committee and to bring 
her knowledge in teaching, 
teaching styles including effec-
tive and focused teaching and 
other areas to the table. 

Additionally, Beckel is fo-
cused on “ensuring that our 
schools always keep the best in-
terests of our children in mind.” 

“As a partner in education, 
bringing the parent’s perspective 
to their decision-making is im-
portant,” Beckel said. “Having 
this knowledge will allow me to 
bring fresh ideas to our school 
district, improving the way we 
educate our children.”

Beckel, also, was chosen to 
serve on the Hampden-Wilbra-
ham Regional School District’s 
Strategic Planning Committee 
last year.

“This experience offered a 
detailed understanding into the 
needs of our children and the de-
sires of our community and gave 
our district a blueprint to follow 
in the years ahead,” Beckel said. 

Beckel’s care “for the chil-
dren in our community” inspired 
her to run, citing the steady de-
cline of the level of education the 
district provides. 

“I am concerned about the 
steady decline of the level of ed-
ucation in our schools. I want to 
make sure that our schools pro-
vide the education every child 
needs to reach their highest po-
tential, whatever that may be. I 
hope to see our schools as places 
where our students can develop 
their intellect by respectfully ex-
changing a wide range of opin-
ions and ideas and are taught to 

Three candidates on the ballot for appointment to School Committee

Please see SCHOOL, page 8
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LIVE MUSIC LINEUP!

Eastfield Mall • 1655 Boston Road, Springfield

Eastfield Mall 1655 Boston Rd.

Donovan’s
Irish Pub
FOOD & SPIRITS

Western Mass.’
#1 Irish Pub
for Food &

Entertainment with
a Family Friendly

Atmosphere!

DINNER SPECIALS
Thurs. & Sat.: Corn Beef & Cabbage •   Fri.: Whole Belly Clams

Thurs. 3/28 The Jeff & Jason Show
Friday 3/29 The Healys w/John Tabb

Saturday, March 30
Direct from New York,
International Irish Entertainer

DONAL O’SHAUGHNESSY!
Join us for an evening of singing, joke-telling
and yarn-spinning fun for the whole family!

Eastfield Mall 1655 Boston Rd.

Donovan’s
Irish Pub
FOOD & SPIRITS

Western Mass.’
#1 Irish Pub
for Food &

Entertainment with
a Family Friendly

Atmosphere!

DINNER SPECIALS
Thurs. & Sat.: Corn Beef & Cabbage •   Fri.: Whole Belly Clams

Thurs. 3/28 The Jeff & Jason Show
Friday 3/29 The Healys w/John Tabb

Saturday, March 30
Direct from New York,
International Irish Entertainer

DONAL O’SHAUGHNESSY!
Join us for an evening of singing, joke-telling
and yarn-spinning fun for the whole family!

Western Mass's #1 Irish Pub!Western Mass's #1 Irish Pub!

Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11am-12am, Sun. 9am-7pm
              Sunday Breakfast 9am-12pm • Our Patio is Open!

Follow us on 
Facebook 

and visit our 
website for 
the most 

up to date 
information

Sat. 5/20

Paul 
Pender

Fri. 5/19

The Healys

Honoring 
All Who Served 
& Remembering 

Those Who Made 
the Ultimate 

Sacrifice

Memorial Day 
Weekend

Fri. 5/26
Kilashandra

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH FOR 
SPRING PLANTING!

Spectacular
Hanging Baskets 

FULL OF COLORFUL 
BLOOMING ANNUALS

Sun Loving 
Mixed Garden Baskets, 

Ivy Geraniums, 
Petunias & Calibrachoa

Shade Loving
Fuchsias, Begonias & Impatiens

Elsie’s Creamery
OPEN FOR THE SEASON

The Best Homemade Ice Cream
MADE IN SMALL BATCHES 

AT THE CREAMERY!
Sundaes, Razzles, Shakes, 

Floats & Soft Serve Too!

Locally Grown
Asparagus!

Grow Your Own 
Edibles!
TIME TO PLANT!

Big Selection of Vegetable Plants
Tomato Plants, Peppers, Hot Peppers, 

Eggplants, Squash, Cucumbers & Herbs

Locally Grown 
GERANIUMS

Favorite 
Summer 

Bloomers
Beautiful Jumbo 12-inch Patio Pots

8-inch and 4.5-inch Pots Too!
Red, White & Pink Colors

Beautiful 
BLOOMING BLOOMING 

PATIO POTSPATIO POTS

MEMORIAL 
PLANTERS

Filled With Colorful 
Annual Flowers

Logs, Pots and Pans

  May 24th National Wine Day!
For Your Spring and 

Summer Celebrations
SPARKLING WINES & ROSÉS

  Chandon Garden Spritz Bubbly
  Wolfer Estate Rosé Summer In A Bottle

 

Various articles stirred 
debate and questions 

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Residents gath-
ered in the Minnechaug Regional 
High School auditorium on May 15 
for Wilbraham’s Annual Town Meet-
ing. 

Residents voted on 51 town war-
rant articles in a nearly four-hour 
meeting weighing questions and 
concerns on several issues concern-
ing local town government and the 
community. 

The meeting opened with Chair-
man Carolyn Brennan receiving rec-
ognition for her 12 years of service 
to the Board of Selectmen. 

After voters favorably passed 
Articles 1 through 18 quickly, dis-
cussions lengthened for Article 19 
onwards.

Article 19 focused on the Finance 
Committee’s recommendations for 
the FY 2024 Budget with a presenta-
tion by Chairman Kevin Hanks. 

After the presentation, voters 
asked questions regarding the stabi-
lization fund and state funding sup-
port. The article was passed after all 
clarifications were made. 

Another major topic of discus-
sion was Articles 30 and 31 on the 
Zoning By-Law Amendments. Arti-
cle 30 focused on the regulation of 
accessory buildings and structures 
by increasing the maximum size of 
accessory buildings from 144 to 240 
square feet and reducing front set-
backs for them to 240 square feet or 
less. 

After some discussion on the 
kinds of accessory buildings affect-
ed by the proposal and what exactly 
qualifies as an accessory, the article 
was passed. 

Article 31, however, led to a very 
long discussion concerning parking 
or storage restrictions for trucks and 
buses in residential districts. These 
concerned vehicles that are driven 
by small businesses including elec-
tricians or contractors. 

A lot of voter questions concerned 
the weights varying for each kind of 
truck, distinguishing non-commer-
cial versus commercial vehicles, al-

lowing 
a d d i -
t i o n a l 
t r ucks 
by spe-
c i a l 
permit 

from the ZBA and reducing signage 
limitations on commercial vehicles.

This discussion led to additional 

town council providing clarification, 
including John McCloskey, Planning 
Board chairman, and Building In-
spector John Walsh. 

The motion later passed. 
Article 34 concerned the McDon-

ald Nature Preserve Land Acquisi-
tion Expansion. The concerns cen-
tered around titles for the acquisition 
and eminent domain and what those 
would look like. 

Residents also asked about the 
costs and if that would affect the 
town, which was later confirmed to 
not be the case. 

Attorney Brian Winner also 
helped provide additional informa-
tion to the residents on the process 
and the role of eminent domain in 
acquiring property with title issues. 

The article passed. 
Article 36 provided an interesting 

discussion, with some positive alter-

Wilbraham residents cast votes on 
51 articles during town meeting

Staff photos by Kristin Rivers
Residents hold up voting papers during an article vote during Wilbraham’s 
Annual Town Meeting.

(L to R) Jim Jurgens, town moderator, leads the town meeting with the 
Finance Committee Chair Kevin Hanks, Vice Chair Marc Ducey, members 
Kevin Corridan, Pete Dufresne, Jeff Farnsworth, Mike Mazzuca, Joe Lawless 
and Todd Schneider seated behind him during the Annual Town Meeting in 
Wilbraham.

Board of Selectmen Chair Carolyn 
Brennan presents a motion on a 
town meeting article with Town 
Moderator Jim Jurgens during the 
Annual Town Meeting in Wilbraham.

Please see TOWN, page 13
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DON’T FORGET TO VOTE ON SATURDAY, MAY 20
CHRISTINA BECKEL

FOR SCHOOL COMMITTTEE
My name is Christina Albacete Beckel and I would love to have the 

opportunity to serve on the HWRSD school committee. I am a mother of 
three, and all of my children are either currently enrolled in or have recently 
graduated from the district, so I care deeply about ensuring that our schools 
always keep the best interests of our children in mind. I am an immigrant who 
grew up in Venezuela and Spain and I have been living in the U.S. for the 
past 31 years. Ever since I became a U.S. citizen, I have been very civically 
active. I have worked as an election poll worker for the past several years and I 
recently served on a jury. We are a military family and my husband was in the 
Air National Guard for 21 years. I am a rated Commercial Pilot and received 
a B.S. in Aeronautical Science with a Minor in Aviation Safety and a Minor in 
Meteorology from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University. After graduation, I 
worked as a flight instructor at the University, and I still have an instructor’s 
license to this day. I have lived in Wilbraham for more than 15 years and I 
have always loved the smalltown feel of this community. More recently, I have 
gotten back into education, this time, serving in our school district. I have been 
working as a substitute teacher in all of the schools in Hampden and Wilbraham 
for the past five years and I served on the Steering Committee to create a 5-year 
strategic plan for our school district. I believe this gives me uniquely valuable 
insight concerning not only the parents’ concerns, but those of the teachers 
and students as well. I believe there are many great things about our schools, 
but there is also significant room for improvement, and I would like to be the 
voice of the parents, students, and teachers in exploring new possibilities for the 
betterment of education in our school district.

To learn more about my platform or if you wish to contact me directly, 
please visit my website at https://electcbeckel.wixsite.com/christina-beckel

PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT CHRISTINA BECKEL
245 Palmer Road, Monson • 413-563-1860 call/ text us

Open 10-5 Thursday - Sunday or by appointment

ONE-OF-A-KIND ITEMS!! 
Reserve your free ticket for raffle 

and seat under the tent here: 
https://www.eventbrite.com 

search ‘fashion show’ 
Visit our Facebook page 

for more info or call/text Elaine 
413-563-1860

Parking available • Refreshments
Raffle • Craft Cottage open 
Patio • Porch • Lawn Decor

Craft Tent Sale!

   Sunday, May 21, 1-3pm
   The Mermaid & 
   The Mariner’s
    Children/Infant Fashion Show
   Through the Looking Glass

UPCYCLED, 
SHABBY & 

VINTAGE
rustic, country 

repurposed
nautical, primitive 

custom orders

Grand Opening
On May 6, Seasons Pool & Patio had their 

grand opening. They welcomed more than 
100 people who stopped in to see the new 
store and what they have to offer for pools 
and spas. Seasons Pool & Patio is located at 
3339 Boston Rd., Wilbraham.

Brother and sister, co-owners of Seasons 
Pool and Patio, Daniel Lemelin and Cheryl 
Lemelin were on hand to greet customers at 
their grand opening on May 6th.

Inside the Seasons 
Pool and Patio 
store you can find 
a wide assortment 
of pool and spa 
chemicals as well 
as fun pool toys 
and floats.

Turley Publications photos by Deanna Sloat
In the spa showroom many customers looked at the new spas 
available, some with state of the art technology that help with 
stress relief, sleep, injury recovery and hydration of your skin. 

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

WILBRAHAM – The 11th annual 
“Run for Rice’s 5K Road Race” will occur 
this year on Saturday, June 3 at 9 a.m. and 
could feature approximately 200 runners.

The family-friendly 5K begins at 
Christ the King – Epiphany Church at 758 
Main St., makes its way through a flat, fast 
course in the surrounding neighborhoods 
and ends at Rice Fruit Farm, across the 
street from the starting point.  

All proceeds benefit the Rice Nature 
Preserve maintenance fund of the Min-
nechaug Land Trust, a collection of pro-
tected properties in Hampden and Wilbra-
ham that are open for the pleasure of the 
public. 

“If you go out there, you’ll see what 
we spend the money on,” Bobby Olsen, 
an event organizer, said. “We’ve funded 
some of the bog bridge building. There’s 
a couple granite benches on the property. 
We’ve funded poison ivy control in the 
fields among other things.”

The event began in June 2011, only 
days after the infamous tornado. 

Olsen said the maintenance fund also 
collects money “in case of a future calam-
ity that we need funding for.” 

While the event missed two years due 
to COVID-19, during which many runners 
still ran the course each June, it is back 
and growing stronger than ever. 

Olsen said the event was designed 
to provide a less expensive opportunity 
for families to participate in a 5K. The 
pre-registration fee for runners and walk-
ers is $20, and day-of-race registrations 
will cost $25. 

Individuals ages 18 and younger can 
participate for $15, including day-of-race 
registrations. The first 150 runners regis-
tered by May 20 will receive a race t-shirt 
featuring the “Running Apple” logo. 

Cash prizes will be awarded to runners 
in several categories, and all runners will 
receive a free Rice Fruit Farm ice cream 
with their bib number on race day only. 

“We get a lot of families and a lot of 
parents with children, which I think is 
great. One of the goals of this race is to 
make it a community event. That’s why 
after the race a lot of people will hang 
around for a while. They can get their ice 
cream, hang out, and people can catch up,” 
Olsen said. 

Parking will be available at Christ the 
King – Epiphany Church, and the Wil-
braham Police Department will provide 
a traffic detail, helping people cross the 
street from the church to the finish line at 
Rice Fruit Farm. 

A group of volunteers will be present 
to help ensure the day runs smoothly. 

Race day registration will be open 
from 7:30-8:45 a.m. on June 3. Online 
registration is now available at RunSig-
nUp.com, and paper registration forms 
can be downloaded at the Minnechaug 
Land Trust website at www.minnechaug-
landtrust.org.

This year’s “Run for Rice’s 5K Road Race” 
will occur in Wilbraham on the morning 
of June 3. (Photos courtesy of Bobby Olsen)

‘Run for Rice’s 5K Road Race’ returns
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LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

ASSORTED PORK CHOPS ..

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS ...

USDA INSP. $222
lb

SALE DATES: 5/18/23-5/24/23

$199

$299
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

CORNED BEEF
EYE ROUND ..........................

$199

USDA INSP 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$439
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF CHUCK
ROAST or STEAKS ........................

50¢

USDA INSP. FRESH 
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 1O LB BAG .........

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN LEG 1/4s .......................

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

EASY PEEL RAW SHRIMP
31/40 CT 2 LB BAG ............................

5 LB 
BAG

90% DIET LEAN
GROUND BEEF

ea

59¢
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN THIGHS TRAY PAK ............
GREAT ON THE GRILL

$299

$188

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED BONELESS

PORK BUTT STRIPS .........
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED BONELESS

CHICKEN BREAST............
USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK BUTTS ...................

CUT 
FREE $177

lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN DELI
TURKEY BREAST ..............

$399
lb

$899

FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF RIB EYE STEAKS

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN 
STEAKS or SPOON ROAST

WHOLE 
OR HALF$777

lb

$544
lb

$459
lb

Climate Controlled Units 
Available

Units & Sizes Available:
Climate Controlled 5x10/10x10

Regular Units 5x10/10x10/10x15/10x20/10x30

Outside Parking Spaces Also 
Available for Boats, RVs, Trailers, Etc.

New Owners

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

CAPE COD 
CANAL CRUISE 
WITH LUNCH  – 
July 8, 2023
$125

June 10 ....U.S.S. Slater plus Lunch ................. $125
July 22 .....Escape to Rockport ......................... $89
Sept. 9 .....Hampton Beach Seafood Fest ...... $99
Sept. 16 ...Funny Girl at PPAC .......................... $120
Sept. 23 ...Johnny Mathis in Concert ............. $130

Evening & Weekend
Appointments Available!

Pumping • Installation • Title 5 Inspections • Perc Tests
SEWER PUMP REPAIRS • FULLY INSURED • FAMILY OWNED

Evening & Weekend Appointments Available!

                                   566-2916

HAMPDEN SEPTIC
Time To Get 
Your Septic 
Pumped, 
Call To 

Book Now!
WE ARE A LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS

WE’RE STILL TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS!

Ludlow Self Storage
50% OFF 
Your 1st Month’s Rent
With This Coupon
(For New Customers Only) 

LOWEST 
PRICES IN 
THE AREA!
Visit Our Website For More Specials:

ludlowselfstorage.com
291 Moody St., Ludlow, MA

413-800-6022

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

WILBRAHAM – Minnechaug 
Regional High School’s Above the 
Influence Club is proud to coordi-
nate the sixth annual ‘ATI Club Walk 
for Partnership to End Addiction’ on 
May 20. 

The event will occur at the Min-
nechaug Outdoor Cross Country Trail 
between 9 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Par-
ticipants can park in the Minnechaug 
teacher’s parking lot.

All donations will benefit Partner-
ship to End Addiction, the nation’s 
leading organization dedicated to 
addiction prevention, treatment and 
recovery. 

A number of Minnechaug students 
involved in the club recently weighed 
in on this Saturday’s walk and the 
club, which works with the commu-
nity to prevent substance abuse in 
Hampden and Wilbraham.  

“Above the Influence Club is so 
impactful with the events they host 
like this walk. It is so important to 
raise awareness about addiction, es-
pecially for high school students. This 
walk does a really great job raising 
that awareness,” Mia Hickson said. 

Anna Lucarelle said the walk is 
important for anyone who knows 
someone who is struggling with or re-
covering from addiction, noting that 
the experience can be valuable for 
individuals in the process of recovery 
themselves.

Nicole Hisgen said the event is 
critical because it raises awareness for 
those who are struggling with addic-
tion and their families. 

“It shows that there is a communi-
ty in Wilbraham/Hampden and other 
surrounding towns that are supporting 
one another,” she said.

Vinny Chiarizio spoke on the 

amount of effort club members have 
exerted into organizing the walk and 
why it is worth the work. 

“We put a lot of effort in this event 
and want to help spread awareness 
about addiction throughout our com-
munity,” he said. 

Sofia DiGrande elaborated on the 
sense of community that is vital to the 
event. 

“The sense of community that this 
walk brings, seeing everyone together 
bringing awareness to such an import-
ant cause, is something that all parties 
benefit from. No matter the reason 
you are there, everyone is so welcom-
ing and everyone truly understands 
the importance,” she said. 

Jack Straut is participating in the 
event for the first time. He explained 
what inspired him to join this year. 

“This walk has become important 
to me because I would like people to 
have the support and to bring aware-
ness to the things that are happening 

in our schools to hopefully take that 
next step in ending addiction,” he 
said. 

Maddie Rooney acknowledged 
that people who struggle with addic-
tion are often struggling in silence 
and that the walk allows them to 
know they aren’t alone. 

“(It lets them know) that there is a 
community of people who are willing 
to help them,” she said. 

David Borawski noted that ad-
diction is a significant problem fac-
ing society. He hopes the walk raises 
awareness that the struggles exist. 

“I believe that addiction is an im-
portant issue in society today. The 
community remains an important 
part in battling such an issue, and so 
I believe that an event to bring people 
together is a good way to raise aware-
ness for it,” he said. 

Abby Haile said the walk is one 
of the most significant events that the 
club oversees and explained why this 
Saturday will be special. 

“It’s so great seeing so many of 
our community members come to-
gether to support the fight against 
substance abuse - it really draws the 
whole “all in” element if what Min-
nechaug is all about,” she said. 

Jason Dalessio, a special educa-
tion teacher at Minnechaug, oversees 
the club. He is proud of the students 
and confirmed that all donations will 
go to Partnership to End Addiction. 

“We always enjoy seeing mem-
bers of the community coming to-
gether to show support for those deal-
ing with addiction or for those who 
know someone dealing with addic-
tion,” he said.

Candidates Night 
to take place at 
Wilbraham Middle 
School

WILBRAHAM – In partnership with student mod-
erators from the Minnechaug Model Congress club, the 
Board of Trustees of the Wilbraham Public Library is 
pleased to announce a Candidates Night on Friday, May 
19.  The event will take place in the Wilbraham Mid-
dle School auditorium at 7 p.m. Viewing access will be 
available on YouTube under the event name Wilbraham 
Meet the Candidates Night. If streaming difficulties oc-
cur the event will be uploaded to the channel for viewing 
afterwards.

Interested residents are encouraged to submit ques-
tions ahead of time by emailing the student panel at 
askthecandidates2023@gmail.com   Attendees planning 
to submit written questions the evening of May 19 are 
asked to arrive before 6:45. Members of the Board of 
Trustees will not be involved in the receipt or review of 
questions. 

Please frame questions around the specific office be-
ing sought instead of addressing an individual candidate. 
This year’s contested positions are on the Board of Se-
lectmen, the HWRSD School Committee, the Planning 
Board and the Cemetery Commission.  

The Above the Influence Club’s 
‘Walk for Partnership to End 
Addiction’ will occur this Saturday. 
Submitted Photo

‘Walk for Partnership to End Addiction’ 
will occur this Saturday
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Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri-
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to dzbierski@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly 

correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor-
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito-
rial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu-
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hamp-
den TIMES is published ev-
ery Thursday by Turley Pub-
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho-
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos.

Editorial 
Policy
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Tirabassi for School Committee
Letters to the Editor

VIEWPOINTS

Lisa, who has a beautiful daffodil collection 
in Palmer, wrote in with this question for the 
Garden Lady:  “I planted a Rugosa rose bush 
that has encroached on a planting of ‘Barrett 
Browning’ Daffodils.  For the first year in over 
a decade, I had no blossoms at all!  I want to 
move them out of the way of the rose bush but 
I don’t know if it is the right time or not.  Can 
I lift and divide them now or should I wait?”

Thank you for your question!  It is the per-
fect time to move your daffodils!  

One thing to keep in mind, however, is that 
the bulbs will likely be in the ground deeper 
than you think. I actually use a spade when I 
have to dig mine up, so that is it a straight, up 
and down slice.  

I start four or five inches all the way around 
the clump and then carefully lift it out entirely, 
foliage intact.  

Usually, it is pretty easy to tease the bulbs 
apart by hand, separating them by size.  The 
biggest ones I replant at the same depth they 
were planted prior, with ground level at the 
point where the foliage turns pale.  

The general rule of thumb for distance from 
one another is twice the width of the bulb apart.  
This can vary depending on the variety.  

A sprinkling of balanced fertilizer mixed in 
with the soil in the planting hole and thorough 
watering will get them off to a great start, hope-

fully with flowers for many years to come!
A question about sowing annual flowers 

came in from Melinda, who is introducing her 
young daughters to flower gardening.  “I have 
never had much luck planting flower seeds di-
rectly in the ground.  Either the rain washes 
them away or they come up too close.  Is it too 
late to start a few easy flowers indoors?”  

I love that you are sharing your love of gar-
dening with your children! My mom did that 
with me and it shaped my career path, for sure.  

I would so eagerly anticipate planting our 
garden every year! (Happy Mother’s Day, 
mom!)  Certainly it isn’t isn’t too late to get 
a head start. I would recommend sowing easy 
to handle annuals, plants like zinnia, marigold, 
calendula and bachelor’s button. 

They don’t take long to germinate and 
would be a handleable size by the end of the 

month, ready to be moved into the garden after 
the danger of frost has passed.  

Generally, I fill up six-packs with moist 
potting soil and press two seeds per pack into 
the soil and cover slightly.  

I like to keep them warm to start, but once 
the seeds sprout, I try to have them outside for 
most of the time, so that they don’t get too leg-
gy in the house. If both seeds sprout, I’ll sepa-
rate them at planting time.  

One variety that does not need to be started 
indoors is the sunflower, if you try, usually the 
plants will end up spindly and tall and difficult 
to transplant. Simply sow these in place, thin-
ning to at least a foot apart.  

My friend would always allow the seeds 
to mature on the plant and let them fall where 
they may, creating a colorful and eye-catching 
vegetable patch! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 31 years she has 
held the position of staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to pouimette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the subject line.  

Mid spring questions for the Garden Lady

Hello Wilbraham!  I’m Dr. 
Mike Tirabassi and I’m asking 
for your vote for the HWRSD 
School Committee.  

As a father and a pediatric 
surgeon, I am a fierce advocate 
for children.  I am also a strong 
supporter of public education.  
My five children have all been 
educated in the HWRSD.  Per-
sonally, I am a product of NJ 
Public Schools.  Volunteering in 
our school district has left me 
with many impactful experienc-
es.  Some of the most memora-
ble were working science day 
with the Mile Tree PTO, build-
ing a new Hootie sponge toss, 
and chaperoning the high school 
marching band at the BIG E with 
the Minnechaug Music Associa-
tion.   

To help you get to know me 
better, I’d like to share some 
fun facts about me that you may 
not know.  First, my experience 
in government goes back a lit-
tle more than 30 years.  In high 

school I was selected to partici-
pate in the American Legion’s 
Boys State program where par-
ticipants became part of the op-
eration of local, county, and state 
government.  While this experi-
ence sparked my interest in gov-
ernment and leadership, my com-
mitment to my medical career 
has held me back from pursuing 
this interest until recently.  Sec-
ond, beyond my role at work as 
a pediatric surgeon and educator, 
I am also a scientist.  I have done 
work ranging from basic science 
with beakers and pipettes to large 
statistical computer modeling of 
patient outcomes.  So, it should 
come as no surprise that I value 
STEM and would like to see an 
increase in STEM opportunities 
for our students.  Third, I am 
also a musician.  In high school 
and college, I studied violin and 
chorus, performing competitively 
in both.  I will never forget that 
school is more than math and his-
tory, we are preparing students to 

be productive members of our so-
ciety.  Experience in the arts is an 
essential part of this mission.  So 
is excellence in vocational and 
technical education.  Not every 
student is college bound, and as 
a society we are observing severe 
shortages in the vocational and 
technical skilled work force.  As 
a school district, we cannot ig-
nore the needs of our community.    

As a member of the school 
committee, I know we can all 
work together to make sure ev-
ery student has the opportunity to 
meet their full potential, whether 
their goal is higher education, 
the arts, or a vocational technical 
field.

I offer my unique set of skills 
in service to the children of our 
community as a member of the 
HWRSD School Committee, and 
I am ready to roll up my sleeves 
and get to work!  

Sincerely,
Mike Tirabassi

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Should
octogenarians
tell Social 
Security they 
married?

Dear Rusty: We were married two 
years ago at age 78 and 81. Do we 
need to do anything with Social Secu-
rity? 

Signed: Blissfully Happy

Dear Blissfully Happy: Congrat-
ulations on your fairly recent marriage 
and, yes, there are some things you 
should do. Specifically, you should 
contact Social Security to inform them 
of your marriage, see whether any ad-
ditional benefits are available and to 
make any changes needed to your con-
tact information. Here are some things 
to consider:

If a name change has occurred for 
one of you, that person should contact 
Social Security to report the change. A 
copy of your marriage certificate and 
other ID will be required, and a new 
Social Security card will be issued. 

If a change of address has also 
occurred for one or both of you, that 
must be reported. It’s important that 
Social Security has the correct mail-
ing address, email and contact phone 
number for every beneficiary. 

If there are any other changes to 
the contact Information on file with 
the Social Security Administration for 
either of you (e.g., your banking in-
formation), the affected person should 
inform Social Security of the changes 
needed. 

Social Security will evaluate 
whether any benefit increase is avail-
able as a result of your marriage, 
which may be the case if one of you is 
entitled to a “spousal boost,” an addi-
tional amount from the other now that 
you’re married. A spousal boost may 
be available if one has a monthly So-
cial Security payment which is more 
than twice the other’s benefit. Social 
Security can answer that question for 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Please see RUSTY, page 7
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Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR
GREAT SERVICE

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm

Sun. closed

2 Convenient 
Locations

413-736-5476  •  parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

Ask about 
special pricing 

for first 
responders

15% OFF 
DRY CLEANING 

when you 
pre-pay!

413-244-1943
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

Affordable Waste SolutionsAffordable Waste Solutions
Your Hometown Provider for 

Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades
New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 • www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,  
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and 

everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

MASSAGE THERAPIST
Lisa Bernardini, LMT
2703 Boston Road
Wilbraham, MA 01095

(413) 222-2147
Now Accepting New Clients
lisabernardini.amtamembers.com Healing Hands

VIRUSES AND WORMS AND TROJANS, OH MY!

POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades • New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

POST Computer Systems specializes in:
• PC & Mac Service
• Repairs & Upgrades
• New and reconditioned computers, notebooks/laptops, 
 netbooks, tablets and peripherals
• Small Business Specialists
• Trade-ins, data recovery, networking, wireless setup, etc.

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095

413-596-5177
www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses, home offices, 
family systems, mobile professionals and everyone in between 

is what separates POST from all the rest.

POST Computer Systems, now in its 30th year of service to the 
Western Massachusetts community, owes its continued success to the strength, 

passion and vigilance of its service department.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

nomic growth,” Squindo said. 
If elected, he would focus on better-

ing engagement between the Selectmen 
and the community. 

“I would love to see changes in some 
procedures and policies for the agendas 
and minutes, including the policy (that 
items are) posted online in a timely man-
ner,” Squindo said. 

Squindo added he also noticed a 
change in efforts to connect since the 
pandemic, explaining how town forums 
were regularly held in the past. 

“This is an opportunity to correct 
that course with some simple ways to do 
that,” Squindo said. 

Squindo also wants to do a review of 
the 1963 master plan. 

“The demographics and realities 
have changed, so we need to understand 
and make the connection of plans in re-
flecting today’s reality,” Squindo said. 

Additionally, Squindo wants to invest 
in making communities more affordable 
by addressing housing needs, with aver-
age home prices significantly high. 

“If we don’t make significant adjust-
ments, we will be pricing out our life-
time residents and our future residents,” 
Squindo said. “Making more affordable 
communities will present an opportunity 
to provide a workforce to the town, in-
cluding local businesses.”

Squindo said supporting local busi-
nesses with local employees will also 
help provide “many options” for housing 
so “those employees can reside in Wil-
braham and help sustain the economy in 
Wilbraham.” 

Squindo’s biggest goal, again, is bet-
tering engagement between the town and 
the community. 

“I would establish the town website 
as our official posting source, work with 
colleagues to look at plans I’ve outlined,” 
Squindo said. “My biggest accomplish-
ment I want to achieve in the next three 

years will be innovating and creating 
ways to engage the public so they are 
part of the process. I want to help people 
feel recognized.” 

Carmela Blair

Blair has worked for At-
torney Robert A. DiTusa for 
19 years, manages a Spring-
field law firm and has an ex-
tensive education and profes-
sional background. 

Blair has performed du-
ties including maintaining 
accounting balance sheets, 
supporting employee culture 
and morale and developing 
and maintaining policies and 
procedures. 

“Throughout my career, I have been 
required to consider and apply the appli-
cable law in a wide variety of situations,” 
Blair said. 

Her community and employers in-
spired her to run for the Selectmen as 
they taught her the importance of team-
work, giving back and helping others. 

Blair cited DiTusa for his mentorship 
throughout her career. 

“Attorney DiTusa played a signifi-
cant role in my accomplishments, my 
team-building skills, and my compassion 
for being part of the community I live in. 
I want to give back to the Town of Wil-
braham, as I feel it has given my family 
and I so much more,” Blair said. 

Blair emphasized teamwork and col-
laboration as one of her main goals if 
elected to the Selectmen. 

“My goal as a member of the board 
would be to work collaboratively as a 
team in order to achieve a common goal 
or to complete a task in the most effec-
tive and efficient manner possible. A vi-
sion cannot be successfully implemented 
until you have a clear focus and are able 
to make decisions that will enable the 
town to function in the present. This is 

not a position with a singular vision, but 
one that involves a team of individuals,” 
Blair said. 

Blair added despite the challenges of 
implementing a vision, “working togeth-
er will assist in overcoming these obsta-

cles.”
“In order for a vision to 

remain focused over the long 
term, it must be transformed 
into a structured plan. There is 
no such thing as an overnight 
success when it comes to any-
thing valuable,” Blair said. 

Blair would focus on sever-
al issues including, maintain-
ing essential services in town 
for public safety, infrastruc-
ture and education, creating 

jobs and establishing businesses, 
moving forward on broadband and ade-
quate facilities for seniors, families and 
children. 

“As Wilbraham’s benefits become 
more widely known, new families will 
be inspired to relocate to the communi-
ty,” Blair said. 

Blair also wants to tackle inflation, 
explaining “it does not exempt the Town 
from its effects.” 

“It is important to keep in mind that 
taxpayers cannot be burdened with high 
local taxes while also experiencing infla-
tion at home. Furthermore, it is essential 
to find a solution to the infrastructure 
problems of the town without increasing 
taxes, and the cost of materials is also a 
major concern,” Blair said. 

Blair, lastly, wants adequate fund-
ing and a succession plan in place as “a 
significant number of employees are ex-
pected to retire in the near future.” 

“In order to implement this process 
effectively, it is important to engage 
people who have never participated in it 
before, yet have the ability to see things 
differently and bring new perspectives to 
the process,” Blair said. 

BOARD  from page 1

you when you call. 
You can call either your local Social Security of-

fice (find the number by visiting www.ssa.gov/loca-
tor) or call the national number at 1-800-772-1213 
and tell them you need to inform them of your mar-
riage and update your contact information. If you 
have or if you create an online “my Social Secu-
rity” account at www.ssa.gov/myaccount, you can 
initiate changes to your contact information online, 
but you will need to call Social Security directly via 
phone to record your marriage and see if any chang-
es to monthly benefits are available. All of this can 
likely be done without requiring a visit to your local 
SS office.

It is very important that Social Security be made 
aware of your new marital status and to ensure that 
they have the correct contact information for both of 
you. Even if the contact information is unchanged 
for one of you, the other should contact Social Secu-
rity as described above to update their contact infor-
mation and to determine if any changes to monthly 
benefits are appropriate as a result of your marriage. 
Doing so now will avoid future issues and will make 
sure you are both getting the correct monthly Social 
Security payments as a married couple. And if one 
of you is entitled to a higher spousal amount, you 
should ask for the increase to be applied retroac-
tively (SS will pay up to six months retroactively). I 
suggest you call Social Security as soon as possible 
to inform them of your marriage and make any nec-
essary changes to your contact information.

This article is intended for information purposes 
only and does not represent legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opinions and interpretations of 
the Association Mature American Citizens Founda-
tion’s staff, trained and accredited by the National 
Social Security Association. NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration or any 
other governmental entity. To submit a question, 
visit amacfoundation.org/programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org.

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.

RUSTY  from page 6

Carmela Blair
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OBITUARIES
Death Notices

Lizotte, Gisele J.
Died May 10, 2023

Funeral May 23, 2023

LOCAL 
KEYTONE 

PROMOTER
Save Up To 
25% OFF 

Retail Prices
Call DD 413-813-2391

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Public AuctioN
TUESDAY, JUNE 6TH  at 11:00 A.M.

• WILBRAHAM, MASSACHUSETTS •

176 Cottage Avenue       WILBRAHAM, MA 
To be Sold on the Premises 

4-STORY
BRICK MILL BUILDING
“CLOSE PROXIMITY TO MAS PIKE (I-90)”

LAND: (2) Parcels (A & B) • Total of ±9 Acres • ±217 Ft. Frontage on Cottage Avenue • ±1,013 Ft. 
Frontage on Dollar Avenue • Public Water & Sewer • (1) Curb Cut on Cottage Avenue • (2) Curb 
Cuts on Dollar Avenue • Paved & Dirt Parking for ±45 – 50 Vehicles • Zoned: General Business 
(I-POP-GB) • H.C.R.D.: Plan Book 370, Page 50 • Assessor’s Map 295, Parcel 1339 •
IMPROVEMENTS: Four-Story Brick Mill Building • ±219,336 S/F of Gross Building Area • 
Multiple Storage, Office & Manufacturing Areas • Flat & Pitched Roofs • Ramp Style Loading 
Dock • Poured Concrete & Hardwood Floors • (2) Elevators • 100% Wet Sprinklered System • 
Several Restrooms • Handicap Accessible • Detached Building & Guard Shack •

Sale Per Order Of Mortgagee
Attorney David A. Lavenburg

Of The Firm Of Bacon Wilson, P.C., 33 State Street, Springfield, MA
Attorney For Mortgagee

Terms Of Sale: $15,000.00 Initial Deposit Is Required At Time Of Auction 
In Cash, Bank Treasurers Check Or Certified Funds.

Deposit To Be Increased To 20% Of The Purchase Price Within 5 Business Days.
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies.

Other Terms To Be Announced At Time Of Sale.
MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE

Gisele J. Lizotte
1934 – 2023

WILBRAHAM–Gisele J. Lizotte 
died peacefully on Wednesday, May 
10, 2023, the day after her 89th birth-
day. Born to the late Joseph and Alex-
ina (Asselin) Bernatchez, she was 
raised in Thetford-Mines, Quebec, 
Canada. She immigrated to the U.S. 
in 1957 at the age of 23, where she 
met her husband Robert M. Lizotte, 
late of 2001. Gisele lived most of her 
life in Chicopee before moving to 
Wilbraham six years ago. She worked 
as a machine operator at National 
Blank Book for many years and was 
a faithful communicant of Nativity 
Church and St. Rose de Lima Parish 
in Chicopee and St. Cecilia’s Church 
in Wilbraham.

Gisele loved to play cards with 
family and friends, was in a bowling 
league with her husband Bob, and 
she enjoyed working and playing 
Bingo at Nativity Church for many 
years. Her greatest gifts in life were 
her grandchildren and great grand-
children. Gisele loved to plan large 
Sunday meals with the whole crowd; 
the best was her boiled dinner. There 
were never too many, and everyone 
was welcome to attend.

In addition to her parents and her 
husband, Gisele was also predeceased 
by her six siblings and her beloved 
son John M. Lizotte in 2018. She will 
be sadly missed by her two devoted 
daughters; Carole J. Tardif and her 
husband Hughie of Wilbraham and 
Sandra M. Nadeau and her husband 
Mark of Chicopee and Daughter-In 
law Dina of Chicopee, six grandchil-
dren; Heather (Terry), Stephanie (Al), 
Mandie, Nikki (Dennis), Alex (girl-
friend Krysii) and Samantha, extend-
ed grandchildren; Andy, Krissy and 
Andrew and eight great grandchil-
dren; Karlee, Everett, Emma, Jaxon, 
Parker, Ava, Nina and Valerii, three 
extended great grandchildren Gwe-
nyth, Bella and Azatelle.  Gisele’s 
Funeral Mass will be Tuesday, May 
23 at noon at St. Cecilia Church, 42 
Main St., Wilbraham, followed by 
burial in St. Rose de Lima Cemetery, 
Chicopee. Visitation will precede the 
Mass from 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. at Wil-
braham Funeral Home, 2551 Boston 
Road, Wilbraham. Memorial contri-
butions may be made to TJ O’Con-
nor Animal Control & Adoption, 627 
Cottage St., Springfield, MA 01104.

think for themselves. I would 
like to be the children’s, par-
ents’ and educators’ person-
al connection to the School 
Committee’s decision-making 
process,” Beckel said. 

Beckel cited the implemen-
tation of new math and litera-
cy programs for Kindergarten 
through Grade Five as “the 
greatest success of our school 
district over the past year,” ex-
plaining how children should 
be proficient in reading, writ-
ing and math by Grade Six. 

“Moving forward, I would 
like to see a streamlined educa-
tion process from Kindergar-
ten to Grade 12 where there is 
more communication between 
all of our schools. This will re-
sult in more effective learning 
and will allow each student to 
reach their individual goals,” 
Beckel said. Beckel explained 
the School Committee needs a 
change that “will provide fresh 
insights and ideas.” 

“Our schools cannot con-
tinue to underperform, or our 
children will be left behind. 

We need to 
deliver on the 
commitments 
of the Strate-
gic Plan that 
I helped to 
draft. If im-
p l e m e n t e d 
e f f e c t ive l y, 
this plan will 

improve the vertical and hor-
izontal alignment of our cur-
riculum, which will result in a 
more seamless learning expe-
rience for our children,” Beck-
el said. 

Beckel had this message 
for voters. 

“If you elect me, I will sup-
port our amazing, hard-work-
ing teachers, while also striv-
ing to improve curriculum and 
our children’s educational ex-
perience,” Beckel said.

Sherrill Caruana

Caruana explained why she 
is seeking a third term on the 
School Committee.

“In the last six years, I have 
w o r k e d 
in various 
roles and 
served on 
v a r i o u s 
subcom-
m i t t e e s 
and ad 
hoc com-
m i t t e e s . 
The most 
challeng-
ing time 
of my tenure as Chair of the 
Committee was during the 
COVID outbreak. I worked 
hard to keep our students safe 
during very difficult times,” 
Caruana said.

Caruana shared the other 
roles she’s held: Curriculum 
Subcommittee Chair, the Pol-

icy Subcommittee, the Super-
intendent Evaluation Commit-
tee Chair and the liaison to the 
district’s Partners for Youth 
Coalition. 

“I know the job, I’ve done 
the job, and I love the job!” 
Caruana said. 

Caruana has an extensive 
background in teaching, hav-
ing taught all grades from 
pre-Kindergarten to commu-
nity college, explaining “In 
my heart, I am a teacher and 
always will be one.” 

She was also appointed 
principal of Stony Hill Ele-
mentary School and enjoyed 
that role even more. 

“Upon retirement, I re-
alized that I wasn’t ready to 
leave the Hampden-Wilbra-
ham Regional School District. 
And so, believing I could add a 
different voice to the commit-
tee, I ran for office and won. 
After two terms and with the 
advent of a new superinten-
dent, I would like the chance 
to keep working for the con-
tinued improvement of our 
district,” Caruana said. 

Reflecting on the School 
Committee’s successes, Caru-
ana cited the appointment of 
Dr. John Provost as the super-
intendent for the district, the 
implementation of the five-
year strategic plan, the com-
pletion of the equity audit and 
the number of grants secured 
by the administrators to “make 
our curriculum the best it can 
be.” 

“All of these ac-
complishments were 
facilitated by the work 

of our new superintendent. He 
led the effort to get everyone to 
claim ownership of the Strate-
gic Plan and the Equity Audit 
utilizing steering committees 
from every sector of our two 
towns. What is left to do now 
is to complete the Equity Plan 
based on what we have learned 
from the audit,” Caruana said.

Caruana also elaborated on 
funding and grants to help sup-
port the district. 

“The grants that the ad-
ministrators have been able 
to secure has led to both sys-
temic changes in professional 
development for teachers and 
also new reading curricula and 
math curricula at the elementa-
ry and/or middle school levels. 
These changes in pedagogy 
and content will have a pro-
found effect on our students’ 
academic growth and achieve-
ment,” Caruana said. 

If re-elected, Caruana 
wants to focus on these topics.

“A thorough examination 
of options on how to alleviate 
overcrowding in our schools 
without moving the eighth-
grade to Minnechaug, create 
the role of Legislative Liaison 
to advocate with our elected 
officials on the town and state 
governmental levels as to our 
needs, situations and budgets 
and encourage more commu-
nication throughout the year 
between the HWRSD Finance 
Subcommittee, the Wilbraham 
Finance Committee and the 
Hampden Advisory Commit-
tee in the area of budget de-
cisions and capital planning,” 
Caruana said.

SCHOOL from page 2

Garden Club seeks
donated plants

HAMPDEN – The Hampden Garden 
Club is looking for donated plants for 
their upcoming Memorial Day Plant Sale. 
They will dig those plants that need to be 
thinned out or need a new home. Please 
contact Lil Fedora at 413-566-1137 or 
email her at Stonemeadowfarm@charter.
net. Please call before May 20. 

Haiti Meal Re-Packaging 
event to occur May 19 at 
St. Cecilia Parish

WILBRAHAM – Saint Cecilia Par-
ish of Wilbraham’s outreach committee, 
called the “Hope Committee”, which 
stands for “Help Our Parish Expand” is 
again sponsoring the third annual Haiti 
Meal Re-Packaging event. 

The community is invited to partic-
ipate on Friday, May 19. Registration is 
at 3 p.m. at the parish center at 42 Main 
St. and meal re-packaging will conclude 
around 7 p.m.

St. Cecilia Parish members raised just 
over $12,000 to bulk purchase each of 
the 100-pound bags of the several types 
of meal ingredients, which when re-pack-

aged, will result in producing just under 
30,000 family-sized meals, which will 
feed a family of four for one day. The val-
ue of each family-sized meal is about $.35 
each. 

All volunteers must be at least 
18-years-old and there are both standing 
and sitting jobs available. For more infor-
mation about the event, please call Katy 
Reed at 413-495-2547. 

       
Run for Rice’s 5K Road 
Race set for June 3

WILBRAHAM – The 11th annual 
“Run for Rice’s 5K Road Race” will be 
held on Saturday, June 3 at 9 a.m. This 
popular, family-friendly 5K road race 
begins at Christ the King – Epiphany 
Church, 758 Main Street, Wilbraham, 
MA, and winds through a flat, fast course 
in surrounding neighborhoods, ending at 
Rice Fruit Farm across the street from the 
start. Pre-registration fee for runners and 
walkers is $20, while day-of-race registra-
tion is $25. Ages 18 and under registra-
tion is $15 including day-of registration. 
The first 150 registered runners by May 
20 will receive our famous race t-shirt fea-
turing the “Running Apple” logo, and all 
registered runners will receive a free Rice 
Fruit Farm ice cream with their bib num-
ber on day of race only. Cash prizes will 

be awarded in several categories, and all 
proceeds benefit the Rice Nature Preserve 
maintenance fund of the Minnechaug 
Land Trust. Race day registration will be 
open from 7:30-8:45 a.m. On-line regis-
tration now available at RunSignUp.com, 
and paper registration forms can be down-
loaded at the Minnechaug Land Trust 
website www.minnechauglandtrust.org .

Rotary Club is holding a 
Calendar Raffle

WILBRAHAM – The Wilbra-
ham-Hampden Rotary Club is holding 
another Calendar Raffle throughout the 
months of May and June to raise money 
for local community projects. Calendars 
will be on sale now through the end of 
June for $10 each and are available from 
any club member.

The raffle is different from the one 
held last fall in that only cash prizes will 
be awarded. Prizes will be awarded ev-
ery day of the month of June. “There will 
be a winner every day. That gives every 
entry many chances to win,” announced 
club president Tracey Perry of Country 
Bank. To purchase a calendar contact Per-
ry at 413-627-2571 or email Happytral6@
gmail.com . All proceeds will be given 
back to the community through various 
service projects and scholarships.

Events&announcements scheduleannouncements schedule
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HIRING 
DRIVERS

We are looking for caring 
individuals to provide safe 
and efficient transportation on 
our team of School Bus Drivers 
serving the communities of 
Agawam, Hampden, East
Longmeadow, Longmeadow, 
Ludlow, West Springfield,
Wilbraham and Southwick.

Currently licensed CDL School Bus Drivers
We also offer FREE, paid CDL License Training

Apply online at LPVEC.ORG
Call 413-789-3291 or apply in person at 

384 SHOEMAKER LANE, AGAWAM

BENEFITS

• Health Insurance
• Paid Personal and Sick Time
• State Retirement
• Medical flexible spending account 

for health care & dependent care

*Typical routes average 25-30 hours 
per week,  mornings and afternoons 
each school day

REQUIREMENTS
• Minimum 21 years of age
•  Valid driver’s license for at
 least 3 years
• Must be able to obtain a MA 
 CDL Permit with Passenger 
 and School Bus Endorsements
• Must be able to pass a background 

check,  drug test and DOT physical

TRAINING 
PROGRAMS 

START 
IMMEDIATELY

Paid CDL Training

We are looking for caring
individuals to provide safe
and efficient transportation on
our team of School Bus Drivers
serving the communities of
Agawam, East Longmeadow, 
Granville, Hampden, 
Longmeadow, Ludlow, 
Southwick, Tolland,
West Springfield and Wilbraham.

BENEFITS
• Health Insurance
• Paid Personal and Sick Time
• State Retirement
• Medical flexible spending account
 health care & dependent care

REQUIREMENTS
• Minimum 
 21 years of age
• Valid driver’s 

license for at
 least 3 years

HIRING 
DRIVERS

We are looking for caring 
individuals to provide safe 
and efficient transportation on 
our team of School Bus Drivers 
serving the communities of 
Agawam, Hampden, East
Longmeadow, Longmeadow, 
Ludlow, West Springfield,
Wilbraham and Southwick.

Currently licensed CDL School Bus Drivers
We also offer FREE, paid CDL License Training

Apply online at LPVEC.ORG
Call 413-789-3291 or apply in person at 

384 SHOEMAKER LANE, AGAWAM

BENEFITS

• Health Insurance
• Paid Personal and Sick Time
• State Retirement
• Medical flexible spending account 

for health care & dependent care

*Typical routes average 25-30 hours 
per week,  mornings and afternoons 
each school day

REQUIREMENTS
• Minimum 21 years of age
•  Valid driver’s license for at
 least 3 years
• Must be able to obtain a MA 
 CDL Permit with Passenger 
 and School Bus Endorsements
• Must be able to pass a background 

check,  drug test and DOT physical

TRAINING 
PROGRAMS 

START 
IMMEDIATELY

Apply online at LPVEC.org
Call 413-789-3291

In Person at 384 Shoemaker Lane, Agawam

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

FIND YOUR HAPPY PLACE  – 
Feel Free

APRIL 7 - 19, 2024
12-Night Caribbean ........................................from $2099
Aboard Norwegian Getaway Book Now for $100 pp Discount 
MAY 24 - 31, 2024
7-Night Bermuda-Maine ................................from $1699
Aboard Norwegian Gem Book Now for $100 pp Discount 
AUGUST 30 - SEPTEMBER 6, 2024
7 Night Canada-New England .......................from $1499
Aboard Norwegian Gem Book Now for $100 pp Discount   

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

BERRY KNOLL GARDENS
276 Fuller Street

Ludlow, MA 01056
• Annuals
• Geraniums
• 4” Accent Plants
• Bedding Plants

We have
a large

selection of:

A fine assortment of
Vegetable and Herb Plants We still have

 plenty of beautiful

FLOWERING
HANGERS
to choose from

Planting Season has just begun!

We Grow What We Sell

All plants are grown 
in our greenhouses 

from cuttings - 
Homegrown to 

perfection - 
NO GMOs! 

Find us on facebook at 
Berry Knoll Gardens

candles, soaps, jewelry; 
there’s a huge variety here 
today,” she said. “This is 
definitely one of the most 
organized events I’ve been 
to. It definitely was very 
well thought out. They 
worked very hard to plan 
it.” 

Bryson Busiere came 
from Monson to sell pure 
maple products ranging 
from syrups to maple can-
dy to maple sugar. His syr-
up comes from any one of 
1,200 trees.

Busiere said the craft 
fair was one of the best 
he’s ever been to and 
pledged to return next year 
if another is to occur. He 
described how the events 
brought the community 
together. 

“It was nice to have 
kids, adults, grandparents, 
everyone of all ages. You 
have the car show with the 
classic cars right across 
from us so that helped out 
with the clientele. Having 
all the students run the 
event (was also great),” he 
said.

CRAFT from page 1

Paulina Chlopecka sold jewelry, crafts, art, t-shirts, 
acrylic paintings at the May 13 craft fair. 

Deana Gore sold handmade candles, wax melts and 
room sprays at the craft fair. 

Alexis Derosier sold anime-related items at the craft fair. 
(Staff photos by Dalton Zbierski)

Grace Ward, Bryson 
Busiere and Briea Busiere 
represented Bryson’s 
Maple Syrup last Saturday.Sabrina Niedzielski and Matt Niedzielski had a 

successful outing at the May 13 craft fair. 

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you saw 

their ad in the

Wilbraham-Hampden Times
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Children 
Welcome!

VANGUARD   
DENTAL

1876 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
Our office is conveniently located across from the Friendly’s  

headquarters in Wilbraham on Route 20. Ample Parking!

We cordially invite you to call

413-543-2555
www.VanguardDentistry.com

Locally Owned Private Practice

Dr. Yogita Kanorwalla
D.M.D.

Dr. Justin Stacy
D.M.D.

Free Virtual or In-Office 
Invisalign Consults

Comfortable Dentistry
You Can Trust & Afford
• Same Day Crowns & Dentures
 3D CAD CAM Dentistry
• Dental Implants & Restorations
• Ask About Our Teeth Whitening
 Specials For A Brighter Smile

*Subject to approval. 
Regular Price $2999 and up.

Offer expires 5/31/23.

CLEAR ORTHODONTICS

A Lifetime of Smiles!

Financing Options 
Available!

AS LOW AS 
per month*$99$99

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

Readers are encouraged to send 
in medium to high resolution 

photos for this page by e-mail to 
dzbierski@turley.com or mail to 

TIMES, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Please note that if you send 
us a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 

background. Examples:
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain.

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

(Staff photos
by Dalton Zbierski)
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Children 
Welcome!

VANGUARD   
DENTAL

1876 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
Our office is conveniently located across from the Friendly’s  

headquarters in Wilbraham on Route 20. Ample Parking!

We cordially invite you to call

413-543-2555
www.VanguardDentistry.com

Locally Owned Private Practice

Dr. Yogita Kanorwalla
D.M.D.

Dr. Justin Stacy
D.M.D.

Free Virtual or In-Office 
Invisalign Consults

Comfortable Dentistry
You Can Trust & Afford
• Same Day Crowns & Dentures
 3D CAD CAM Dentistry
• Dental Implants & Restorations
• Ask About Our Teeth Whitening
 Specials For A Brighter Smile

*Subject to approval. 
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Offer expires 5/31/23.

CLEAR ORTHODONTICS

A Lifetime of Smiles!

Financing Options 
Available!

AS LOW AS 
per month*$99$99

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

Community Bulletin Board

Send us in your announcements!
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, please keep it to less than 50 words.
Please send to dzbierski@turley.com

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

WILBRAHAM – Wilbraham became the automo-
tive capital of New England for one day last weekend, 
on May 13. A car show was held in the parking lot of 
Minnechaug Regional High School, while the historic 
Wilbraham Hill Climb returned to Monson Road. 

Shuttles were available to transport attendees from 
the high school to the base of Monson Road on Main 
Street. Hundreds, if not thousands, of people made their 
way to Wilbraham to participate in and enjoy the day’s 
festivities. 

The car show at the high school featured more than 
400 cars, both new and old. 

The hill climb included vintage million dollar vehi-
cles from seven New England auto museums.

Those on hand last Saturday came from all across the 
country to experience what Wilbraham has to offer. To 
say the least, it was a memorable day. 

 Happy 12th
Birthday

Ali Aucoin! 
Love Mom, Dad, Danny

and the whole family XOXO

Happy 95th 
birthday

on May 16 to

Chet Grondalski 
from his Loving family.  
Sto lat Dad and Papa! 
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For Your Interior And Exterior Living Spaces!
84 Hubbard St., Ludlow • 413-583-3472

Mon- Fri 7:30am -5:00pm; 
Sat 7:30am – noon; closed Sunday

CABINETRY
DOORS  •  WINDOWS  

DECKING
ROOFING

AND MORE  ...

LUMBER & FEED

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

RELIABLERELIABLE
DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

HOME REMODELING

413-783-1101 • www.CummingsFloor.com

• Kitchen & Bath 
   Remodeling

• Windows, Decks, 
   Flooring & More

Call for An Appointment

HOME ENTERTAINMENT
THE MOST DEPENDABLE 

STREAMING 
SYSTEM 

FOR MOVIES & TV SHOWS 

THE MOST DEPENDABLE STREAMING SYSTEM
FOR MOVIES AND TV SHOWS

Unlimited TV, 
movies and 

sports!

Cut the cord 
and tell Cable 

you got a 
better offer

Watch what you want, when you want!
Call Jim at 413-391-2345

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

566-2916
Evening & Weekend Appointments Available!
Billy Bond - The Area’s #1 “Go To” Septic Guy!

Fully Insured • Family Owned

Hampden Septic
Pumping • Installation • Title 5 Inspections • Perc Tests

Think you need a new roof? Think again!
ASK ABOUT ROOFMAXX
Shingle Rejuvenating Treatment

536-5955 ▼ www.1800newroof.net

ROOFING

HEATING & COOLING

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING SERVICES

439 Main St., Suite 4, 
Indian Orchard

413-306-5916 

24 Hour Emergency 
Service

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE ON YOUR

Local HOME PROs
Contact Maureen: jwalker@turley.com • 413-283-8393

LANDSCAPING

KEITH ISHAM LANDSCAPING, LLC
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE • HARDSCAPE • IRRIGATION

Cell: 413-531-1216  Office: 413-566-3920
www.keithishamlandscapingllc.com

WILBRAHAM – The following hon-
or roll students from Wilbraham Middle 
School were not featured in last week’s 
paper. Sorry for the inconvenience. 

Distinguished honors 8th grade.
Angelina Bontempi

Katherine Britt
Abigail Camire
Philip Castellano
Katie DeGray
Catherine Dickson
Jonathan Dyer

Wilbraham Middle School honor roll Healing Touch Spiritual
Practices at Federated Community Church

HAMPDEN – Healing Touch Spiritual 
Practices will be offered on Wednesday eve-
nings from 7-8 p.m. at Federated Communi-
ty Church, 590 Main St. in Hampden. First 
come, first served. Donations are accepted. 

Come and experience intentional prayer so 
that the spirit of healing may flow freely 
through your body. Please enter through the 
door in the back of the church – the group 
will meet on the second floor. 
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1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26

27 28 29

30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48

49 50

51 52

CLUES ACROSS
1. Relative 

biological 
effectiveness 
(abbr.)

4. Chinese 
philosophical 
principle

7. Branch
8. Jewish spiritual 

leader
10. Slang for 

requests
12. “So Human An 

Animal” author
13. Rocker Billy
14. British Air Aces
16. Type of tree
17. “Tough Little 

Boys” singer 
Gary

19. State attorneys
20. Goddess of 

fertility
21. Localities
25. Beloved singer 

Charles
26. Clue

27. Ridge of jagged 
rock below sea 
surface

29. Helsinki 
neighborhood

30. Farm resident
31. Ocean
32. Where 

ballplayers 
work

39. Unable to hear
41. Cool!
42. Cape Verde 

capital
43. One point north 

of due east
44. Kilo yard (abbr.)
45. Middle Eastern 

nation
46. It yields Manila 

hemp
48. People operate 

it (abbr.)
49. Regenerate
50. Not healthy
51. Chinese sword
52. Mild expression 

of surprise

CLUES DOWN
1. Unit of angle
2. Headgear to 

control a horse
3. Clots
4. Follows sigma
5. A woman who is 

the superior of 
a group of nuns

6. Greek units of 
weight

8. Radio direction 
finder (abbr.)

9. Systems, 
doctrines, 
theories

11. Stony waste 
matter

14. Bravo! Bravo! 
Bravo!

15. Hostile to 
others

18. U.S. State
19. Not wet
20. Something one 

thinks up
22. Where beer is 

made

23. Clumsy person
24. Belonging to 

us
27. Canadian 

flyers
28. Greek goddess 

of the dawn
29. Snakelike fish
31. Unhappy
32. Fruit
33. Not good
34. Zero degrees 

Celsius
35. Goo Goo Dolls’ 

hit
36. Crawls into the 

head (folklore)
37. Legally 

responsible
38. Move in a 

playful way
39. Regarded with 

deep affection
40. Partner to 

flowed
44. Native 

American tribe
47. Head honcho

expanded programs and introduced com-
puters to the library. 

“She has always been so calm and 
thinking things through and really support-
ing the library so much,” Hutchinson said. 
“Going to events, going to the State House; 
Beth has been the steady rock for the library 
all these years.” 

Fellow Trustee Kathleen Rochford 
agreed and said holding a reception for 

Burger is wonderful. 
Rochford shared what she’ll miss. 
“Her knowledge and her love. She has a 

good thought process to throw out ideas if 
we bring something up. She is going to be 
missed,” Rochford said. 

Burger was overwhelmed by the honor, 
adding “It’s bittersweet.”

“You don’t do something for 36 years 
unless you really love to do it,” Burger said.

Burger explained when her late husband 
was on the Selectmen, she “got to know the 

people in town.”
After late trustee Ann Byron passed 

away, Burger was encouraged by a good 
friend to run for the position. 

“I did not have any academic knowl-
edge of libraries, but as she was saying, it’s 
just more an overseeing the running of the 
library and not the actual running like hir-
ing a director,” Burger said. “They needed 
somebody so I just said, ‘Okay I’ll run.’” 

Burger will miss the people. 
“People have to make an effort to come 

and do this, and that was so, so kind of them 
and that means a lot. It really does,” Burger 
said. “It’s a lovely little town.” 

Burger had this message: the library is 
“a very welcoming place for any of our cit-
izens” and “is for everybody.”

“Come and check us out. The staff is 
wonderful and is very welcoming. They 
would stop whatever they’re doing and take 
care of you and things like this, so come 
and see us and it will continue, hopefully, 
for a long, long time,” Burger said. 

natives to consider. Here, $10,000 would 
fund the restoration of power for lighting 
the flagpole at Bruuer Pond and install 
lighting for the flagpole at Glendale Cem-
etery. 

If passed, the town would follow the 
state law of requiring the American flag to 
be on display at night. 

While the cost was a concern, voters 
discussed other ideas, including installing 
solar lighting instead, a teaching opportuni-
ty for local civic groups including the Boys 
and Girls Scouts to learn about raising the 
flag and more. 

The article later passed. 
Article 38 concerning fencing for the 

Wilbraham Children’s Museum also led 
to some debate. The article would transfer 
$21,400 to provide additional fencing to 
enclose the playground at the museum. 

Questions included the kind of fencing 
to be used, the safety of children and the 
purpose of the funding.

The article, also, later passed. 
Article 43 concerned adding pickleball 

courts to a Wilbraham recreation location. 
Here, $300,000 would be transferred from 
the Community Preservation Undesignated 
Fund Balance to create four to six pickle-
ball courts. 

Voters loved the idea of having pickle-
ball courts as the town has a group. Howev-
er, the biggest concern was where to put the 
courts and the cost. 

It also led to additional questions about 
previous funding approved in 2021, for 
which Town Administrator Nick Breault 
provided a timeline and additional context. 

The article later passed. 
Article 46 provided another big dis-

cussion and debate. Here, voters reviewed 
whether to change the Town Clerk from an 
elected position to an appointed position. 

If passed, the bylaw would be put on the 
May 2023 ballot for voter consideration. 

Throughout this article discussion, a lot 
of debate rose over voting rights concerns, 
with residents pointing out the Board of Se-
lectmen having a body of three members.

Residents were afraid of losing their 

ability to vote on roles, raised questions on 
voting on qualified candidates and why to 
change what’s been already working well 
for an elected role and more. 

The discussion did have a bright spot, 
as residents all agreed that the Town Clerk 
should receive the proper benefits, includ-
ing vacation, sick time and unemployment 
for all the work they do for the community. 

Appointed roles receive these benefits, 
whereas elected do not. The idea posed 
thoughts for a future discussion, but the ar-
ticle was later defeated. 

Article 47 tackled the ongoing issue of 
blighted properties in the area. Police Chief 
Ed Lennon led the presentation for this ar-
ticle. 

In his presentation, Lennon highlighted 
what the bylaw does including specifying 
responsibilities for owners, identifying 
blighted or vacant properties. The bylaw 
does not create new conditions not reason-
ably covered by sanitary or building codes 
or local regulations. 

Here, residents asked for clarification 
on the exemptions and where the model 
to address blighted properties came from. 
Additionally, the timing of taking care of 
blighted properties in town. 

Vice Chairman Theresa Goodrich later 
explained the bylaw would help speed up 
the process of cleaning up blighted proper-
ties in town. Additionally, there were recent 
successes of taking care of two blighted 
properties on Boston Road. 

After discussion, the motion was 
amended to delete sections C and D around 
the definition of blighted properties includ-
ing the terms “illegal activity” and “fire 
hazard.” 

The amended article was later passed. 
Article 51, the final article, did not re-

ceive a motion at all. The article concerned 
changing the name of the Board of Select-
men to the Select Board.

It was presented as a petitioned article. 
Due to the petitioner and other parties not 
being present at the meeting, however, the 
motion was not raised, leading to the meet-
ing’s adjournment. 

More on the Annual Town Meeting to 
follow next week.  

LIBRARY from page 1

TOWN from page 3

(L to R) Library Trustees Chair Beth Burger is presented 
with a plaque in her name by Trustee Kathleen 
Hutchinson during the reception honoring Beth Burger at 
Hampden Public Library.  (Staff photos by Kristin Rivers)

A poster board on display highlighting Beth Burger and 
her accomplishments as library trustee chair during the 
reception for Beth Burger n at Hampden Public Library. 

L to R) Library Trustee members Cindy Bailey, Kathleen 
Hutchinson, Library Trustees Chair Beth Burger, Library 
Trustee members Kathleen Rochford, Elaine Kingsbury 
and Library Director Ellen Moriarty take a group photo 
together during the reception honoring Beth Burger at 
Hampden Public Library. 

Daniel Beauregard,
Program Coordinator

My name is Daniel Beauregard and I 
am the new Program Coordinator for the 
Wilbraham Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment. I am extremely excited to be joining 
a great parks and recreation staff and I can’t 
wait to work with the Wilbraham commu-
nity.

I am from South Hadley, where I grew 
up playing soccer, hockey and baseball. 

After high school I attended Castleton 
University (Vermont) where I received my 
Bachelor’s in Sports Administration and 
later my Master’s in Athletic Leadership. 
While at Castleton I was a member of the 
club ice hockey team and president and 
captain of the rugby club. After Castleton, 
I returned home and started working for 
the South Hadley Recreation Department. 
After a couple of years in South Hadley, 
my career in recreation lead me back to 
Vermont and later over to New Hampshire. 

While working in recreation, coaching has 
been a big passion of mine. I have coached 
a few college rugby clubs and multiple 
youth teams in soccer, softball, basketball, 
hockey, baseball and track and field. 

Outside of work you can find me still 
involved with recreation as a majority of 
my hobbies fall under recreation. I enjoy 
being around mother nature as much as 
possible, whether it’s snowshoeing or ski-
ing in the winter or hiking and kayaking 
when its nice out. Along with playing in an 

adult ice hockey league I am also a member 
of the Springfield Rifles Rugby Club. 

REMINDER: You can visit wilbraham-
rec.com for details on all of the programs 
and activities offered, and to register. Pro-
gram information is posted as registration 
dates approach, so keep an eye on the web-
site and watch for our monthly e-newslet-
ter, The Wilbraham Whistle, and for our 
email blasts that are both sent out to those 
with accounts in our wilbrahamrec.com da-
tabase.

This Week in Rec



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESPage 14 May 18, 2023

Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

SENIORS

Furniture, fixtures and equipment – oh my!  More commonly 
known as FF&E, there is a lot of confusion on how the FF&E 
and other items in the new senior center project are going to be 

funded.  We will answer those questions and a few other misconcep-
tions being floated around town.

Let’s start with the budget. The town has funded $13,089, 151.  In 
addition, the Friends of Wilbraham Seniors have pledged $233,000 
to the town to cover the costs of FF&E.   We have also received 
$50,000 earmark grant from the state to be used towards the genera-
tor and just last week, received news from Rep. Angelo Puppolo that 
we are in line to receive another $100,000 earmark grant in the fall.  

At the Oct. 31, 2022 Board of Selectmen meeting, a decision was 
made to remove a few line items from the total budget, in order to 
move the project forward and award the contract to P&P General 
Contractors.  The items removed did not fall under the general con-
tractor’s budget and included FF&E.  Knowing that the Friends had 
pledged $233,000 for FF&E, we were confident in the decision of 
moving forward with the project.

In all government projects, the budget MUST include a contin-
gency line item, usually around 5% of the total budget. These are 
used for unforeseen items or change orders that occur as the proj-
ect progresses.  We budgeted $611,005 for contingencies and to date 
have a very healthy balance of over $400,000.  Most unforeseen ex-
penses arise during the “site work” stage and we had very few items 
to address.  Moving into the next stage of the project, we are hoping 
for very few change orders, leaving us with funding for items re-
moved from budget in 2022.

In the meantime, the Friends of Wilbraham Seniors have been 
hard at work with a capital fundraising campaign.  You probably re-
ceived a packet in the mail from the Friends, outlining their efforts.  
These hardworking, dedicated volunteers are raising funds to assist 
in purchasing items for the new building, including FF&E.  They 
are also raising funds to purchase items needed that are not included 
in the FF&E budget, such as kitchen wares and monitors, expanded 
programming, just to name a few.  The Senior Center Building Com-
mittee is currently working with Lexington Furniture to determine 
the exact costs of the furniture needs and should have solid figures in 
the next month.  We will continue to work within our budget.

We have heard people state that their annual tax bill increased due 
to the new senior center.  In fact, bonding does not occur until the 
project is complete in spring of 2024.  At that time, an assessment 
of the town’s finances are taken and funding is addressed then.  If 
the debt exclusion voted on in October of 2021 is indeed needed, it 
would not appear in residents tax bills until 2025.  

The Senior Center Building Committee meets once a month at the 
Senior Center and is an open meeting, all are welcome to attend.  We 
encourage anyone with questions to reach out to the Senior Center 
Building Committee at seniorinfo2021@gmail.com or leave a voice 
message at 596-2800, ext, 315.  

Submitted by,  
Paula Dubord, Director of Elder Affairs

Senior Center Building Committee 

WILBRAHAM – The Wilbraham Senior 
Center, located in Post Office Park, has an-
nounced the following programs. 

Baked Goods
On Wednesday and Friday morning, the se-

nior center offers Big Y baked goods at a reduced 
cost.

Closed June 19
The Senior Center will be closed on Monday, 

June 19th to celebrate Juneteenth.
Grief Support Counseling- FREE
Second and fourth Tuesday of the month at 

11 a.m.
Drop ins welcome. Free
Owner and Founder, Liane Smola will be 

joining us monthly to discuss topics such as; the 
nature of grief, managing difficult emotions, self-
care, remembering the person who has passed, 
coping with the stress of change, handling spe-
cial occasions, reaching out for support, and fi-
nally share some ideas on how to support others 
in your life who also may be faced with grief. 
This course will also allow you a space to share 
the story of your lost loved one, and will offer 
soft guidance and support for your continued 
grief journey.   All are welcome. Call 596-8379 
to sign up.

Weekend Meals On Wheels
If you are a Wilbraham resident and you qual-

ify for Meals on wheels during the week, you can 
also get meals on the weekends. Just call Jen at 
596-8379.

Total Hip and Joint Replacements
June 12 at 10:30 a.m.

Dr. O’Sullivan from New England Orthope-
dic Surgeons will be here to discuss total hip and 
knee replacements. He will answer questions 
like  what to expect and how it is diagnosed. He 
will also discuss alternatives for conservative 
treatment. Come with your questions. Sign up 
for this free presentation at 596-8379.

To Bury Or To Cremate? That Is The Ques-
tion

June 15 at noon. Join Pre-Planning Director, 
Gary Szewczyk from Forastiere Smith Funeral & 
Cremation for a free lunch as he answers one of 
the most frequently asked questions to come up 
during the pre-planning process. He will discuss 
the options that are available to you for burial, 
cremation, and both to help you make the best 
decisions for yourself and your loved ones. Call 
596-8379 to register.

REAL ID
June 26 at 10:30 a.m. 

Do I need a Real ID?  What are the benefits 

of having a Real credential versus a Standard li-
cense or MA ID? What documents are required 
for licensing?  When am I in renewal status for 
my license?   What RMV transactions can be 
done at AAA? Pricing, document review, vision 
screen requirements sign up at 596-8379.

TOUR: Christopher Heights of Belchertown
On  June 30.  Bus leaves at 10:30 a.m. Join 

us for a group tour of Christopher heights of 
Belchertown. If you are thinking about a senior 
living facility for yourself or a loved one, this is 
a great way to start exploring your options. Take 
the senior center van  with Jen. On the tour you 
will experience their different style apartments, 
common areas, meet current residents, and have 
plenty of time for questions with the staff in their 
PUB. Please sign up at 596-8379.

YOGA TIME CHANGE 
Yoga will now be held on THURSDAY at  11 

a.m. Starting June 1. 
Caring Transitions: Part 2
  June 2 at 1:30 p.m.  with Christina White. 

Owner of Caring Transitions talks about what 
everyone can do to help you or your loved ones 
as they are going through tough transitions and 
help when it comes to any relocation, estate sale, 
or down-sizing project. Sign up at 596-8379.

June Special Lunch
Join us on Tuesday, June 13  for a Special 

Lunch at the senior center. Musical entertain-
ment by Chet Kurr. This month’s lunch is kindly 
sponsored by Loomis Lakeside at Reeds Land-
ing who will be providing your meal from their 
in house kitchen. Doors open at 11:45, lunch is 
served at 12pm. 596-8379 to sign up by June 8. 
Free Sign up begins June 1st. All communities 
welcome.

 
QUILTING CLUB 

  Join us to make your own quilt. Bring all 
your own supplies. Wednesdays at 10:30. Stop in 
to check out this new program.

 
Hiking Club

Sign up with Jen @ 596-8379
Please call Jen with your trail suggestions. 

Meet at the trail head
Tuesday, June 13 at 9:15 a.m.
Minnechaug Mountain area  – three miles 

Moderate loop
87 South Road, Hampden
Tuesday, June 27 at 9:15 a.m.
Koala Trail Loop ( Part of Facing Rock Area) 

Easy 4.2 miles. Park at the end of 111 Bridle 
Road, Ludlow

Wilbraham Senior Center
announces programming

HAMPDEN – The senior trip “Cruise on the 
Cape Cod Canal” will happen on Tuesday,, June 
13; all-you-can-eat lunch at Mezza Luna Restau-

rant before our narrated cruise; 
a stop at Wright’s Dairy Farm & 
Bakery all for only $125/pp. Pay-
ment deadline May 31.

A tribute to Garth Brooks at 
the Log Cabin will entertain us on 
Wed, July 12 with your choice of 
Lobster or Prime Rib for lunch all 

for only $85/pp. Payment deadline June 23. No 
bus, Self-Drive.

A great trip to The Aqua Turf Club on Tues-
day, Aug 15th  for “Come Fly with Me”, a mu-
sical journey through the decades; coffee/do-
nuts, free drink, lunch, show & door prize, all for 
only $119/pp. Payment deadline Aug 1.

On Tuesday, Sept. 12, start the day with a 
great lunch a Maggiano’s Little Italy in Bos-
ton; the Fun begins when you board your Bos-
ton Duck Boat for a fascinating tour, including 

background info on the Ducks, 
Free Time in Quincy Market, 
all for only $140/pp. Payment 
deadline Aug. 29.

Any questions/for more 
info call Bobbi at 413-566-
8271. 

Newport Playhouse   on 
Thursday, Sept. 28 is offering 
a Hilarious play “Ghost of a 
Chance”, along with an All-
u-Can-Eat Buffet and a sec-
ond Cabaret Show, all for only 
$142/pp. Payment deadline 
Sept. 14.

Above prices based on a 
minimum of 35 passengers; 
any questions/for more info 
call Bobbi at 413-566-8271

Hampden Senior Center Trips
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SPORTS
Last week crucial for girls lacrosse

WILBRAHAM – 
Last Friday evening, 
Minnechaug girls 
lacrosse defeated 
Northampton 16-1 
to get to 6-6 for the 
regular season. The 
Falcons must have a 
.500 record to make 
the state tourna-
ment or rank in the 
top 32 in the state. 
The Falcons season 
ends with matchups 
with Longmead-
ow, Wachusett, and 
Northampton.

Photos by Sofia DiGrande
Rylee Welch tries to defend against an opponent.

Ainsley Sheehan heads up the field for the Falcons. Alexia Patrakis gets ready to make a save.

Moira O’Brien sprints for the goal. Kaelin Cerasuolo shoots as the defense tries 
to stop her.

Jayme Cerasuolo looks to pass through a 
defender.

Chaug softball needs win for tourney berth

WILBRAHAM – With a 17-5 win over 
West Springfield paired with a 2-0 loss against 
South Hadley, Minnechaug softball enters the 
final week of the regular season at 8-8. A win 
over either Westfield or East Longmeadow will 

guarantee the Falcons a spot in the state tour-
nament. Earlier this season, Minnechaug lost 
to Westfield 14-0 but beat East Longmeadow 
6-3. The Western Mass. playoffs follow next 
week.

Photos by Sofia DiGrande
Aby Peyman takes a pitch.

Ava Peabody fields a grounder to second. Angelina Cross gets the slow roller to third.

Mackenzie 
Blair makes a 
big wind and 

fires to the 
plate.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—The United Women’s 
Soccer National semifinal and final 
matches were held at historic Lusita-
no Stadium in Ludlow last July. This 
year’s U.W.S. championship weekend 
is scheduled to take place 3,000 miles 
west in Los Angeles, California.

The New England Mutiny players 
didn’t get to compete for the champi-
onship trophy on their home turf last 
summer. They’re hoping to make the 
six-hour plane ride to the west coast 
in July.    

The Mutiny didn’t have very much 
trouble dispatching Worcester Fuel 
FC, 7-1, in the season opening match 
before a large crowd at Lusitano Stadi-
um, last Saturday night.

“All of the players worked very 
hard, and we got the result that we 
wanted,” said Hope Santaniello, who 
graduated from Agawam High School 
in 2021. “Our hope for the future is to 
win the championship title this year. 
We really want to bring home the tro-
phy for Joe (Ferrara).”

Ferrara, who’s the Mutiny General 
Manager, has put together a roster full 
of talented soccer players. Santaniel-
lo is one of 13 players from Western 
Massachusetts.

Other players from the region in-
clude Julia Robak (Chicopee), Bri-
anna Romaniak (Belchertown), Ela 
Kopec (Ludlow), Alexis Legowski 
(South Hadley), Avery Klingensmith 
(Belchertown), Brooke Samborski 
(Chicopee), Calleigh Foley (Ludlow), 
and Sophia Syocurka (Ludlow). 

Foley and Syocurka will be juniors 
on the Ludlow girls varsity soccer 
team in the fall. The duo normally play 
for the academy team, but they were 
called up to the U.W.S. team for the 
season opener.  

Laura Gouvin of Monson is also 
listed on the Mutiny roster. She did not 
play against Worcester.   

Before the start of the regular sea-
son, Ferrara named Mauricio “Toto” 
Coimbra as the Mutiny head coach. 

“Everyone is a little bit nervous be-
fore the first game of regular season, 
but we got off to a great start tonight,” 
said Coimbra, who’s a former member 
of the Western Mass. Pioneers. “I’ve 
coached at the youth level, but it’s very 
special to win my first game at this lev-
el. I think it’s going to be a very excit-
ing season.”    

Coimbra took over the coaching 
duties from Brian Linnehan, who was 
hired as an assistant women’s soccer 
coach at Bryant University.       

Coimbra is aided by assistant 
coaches Jill Kochanek, Ciro Viviano, 
and Federico Molinari, who’s also the 
head coach of the Western Mass. Pio-
neers. 

Santaniello, who’s a forward, 
scored a pair of goals during the first 
half, which gave her team a 2-0 half-
time lead. 

During the 24th minute, Santa-
niello lined a shot over the head of 
Worcester Fuel goalie Lilliana Manto-
ni into the back of the net. 

About 15 minutes later, Cat Berry 
sent a forward pass into the box and 
Santaniello finished off the play by 
shooting the ball into the left corner.       

“I’m very 
happy for Hope,” 
Coimbra said. “I 
think she’s a great 
soccer player, and 
she has a very 
bright future. She 
shoots the ball 
mainly with her 
right foot, but she 
scored one of her 
goals in tonight’s 
match with her 
left foot.”  

After playing 
soccer for two 
seasons at the Uni-
versity of Rhode 
Island, Santaniel-
lo has decided to 
enter the NCAA 

transfer portal. The portal allows Divi-
sion 1 athletes the opportunity to trans-
fer to another school without having to 
sit out a year.     

“I decided to leave U.R.I. for per-
sonal reasons,” Santaniello said. “I just 
want to keep growing as a soccer play-
er. In order for me to do that, I felt like 
the best thing was transfer to another 
school. I just want to find the right 
school, which will help me get to the 
next level.”    

Berry, who’s from Hingham, will 
be a senior on the University of South 
Carolina women’s soccer team in Sep-
tember. She’ll be heading back to Co-
lumbia, South Carolina in the middle 
of June to train with her college soccer 
team. 

“Cat is a great soccer player and 
she’s going to have a successful career 
in the future,” Coimbra said. “We’re 
very lucky to have her on our team. We 
enjoyed watching her play in tonight’s 
match.”  

Ferrara is hoping that Berry will be 
able to return to Ludlow if the Mutiny 
do make the playoffs.   

“The atmosphere at the stadium is 
always great,” Berry said. “I just love 
playing soccer with this group of girls. 
It was a great way to start our season.” 

Berry, who’s the fifth all-time lead-
ing goal scorer at the University of 
South Carolina with 24 career goals, 
took over the spotlight at the sec-
ond half. She finished last Saturday’s 
match with a total of four goals. A 
couple of her goals came on amazing 
shots that not very many goalies would 
be able to stop. 

“We definitely could’ve scored a 
few more goals in the first half,” Berry 
added. “We just wanted to come out 
at the start of the second half and put 
the game away. I took advantage of my 
opportunities. Hearing the roar of the 
crowd here at Lusitano is very special.”   

Berry, who has two more years of 
eligibility remaining at South Caro-
lina, will most likely be drafted by a 
N.W.S.L. team after she graduates. 

“Playing at that level is something 
that I’ve dreamed about my whole 
life,” Berry said. “It would be awe-
some to play for a professional soccer 
team in the future.” 

Chandler Pedolzky also scored a 
second half goal for the Mutiny. Jen-
na Kalwa, who’s the women’s soccer 
coach at the University of Saint Joseph 
in West Hartford, Connecticut, was 
credited with the assist. 

Agawam’s Hope Santaniello controls the ball. Jenna Kalwa sends a pass forward.

Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Laci Lewis breaks away from a defender.

Alexis Legowski, of South Hadley, goes after the 
bouncing ball.

Avery Klingensmith of Belchertown gets set to pass.

Mutiny offense shines in opener

Down at the other end of the field, Kopec, who was the 
Mutiny starting goalie, only had to make three saves. She 
was replaced in goal by Robak with ten minutes remaining 
in regulation. 

The members of the Mutiny defensive unit are Sofia We-
ber, Laci Lewis, Megan Cunningham, and Kinsman.

“This is just an awesome environment to play a soccer 
match,” said Cunningham, who’s the Mutiny captain. “We 
also have a lot of returning players this year, which is a great 
thing.”

The Mutiny will be playing a couple of road matches 
before returning home to face the Albany Rush on June 10. 
Their other two home matches during the regular season 
will be against Sporting CT (June 24) and CT Rush (July 8).  
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Parents, Parents, 
GrandparentsGrandparents

& Friends& Friends
SPECIALSPECIAL

2 x 3 AdvertisementWe are offering a great deal for you to celebrate your 
graduate in your community graduation issue.

Submit a photo and a brief message.

2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad
Regular Price $76.00
SPECIAL $55.00

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 24th
EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
jwalker@turley.com

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 

Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS   •   24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069   •   413.283.8393

Congratulations
Carrie Smith
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College.

Love Dad. Mom & John

SAMPLE

Honor Your Graduate
HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

CongratulationsCongratulations

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—With only a 
handful of returning players, 
it’ll probably take a couple of 
matches for the Western Mass. 
Pioneers players to jell.

The Pioneers kicked off the 
2023 campaign with a 5-1 vic-
tory in a friendly match against 
KO Elites FC before a large 
gathering at historic Lusitano 
Stadium in Ludlow, last Friday 
night. 

“We had a lot of turnover 
from last year’s team, so we’re in 
the rebuilding process this year,” 
said Federico Molinari, who’s 
beginning his 12th season as the 
Pioneers head coach. “We do 
have some youngers players and 
a couple of returning players. It’s 
probably going to take us some 
time to jell.” 

A year ago, the Pioneers 
finished in second place in the 
Northeast Division table with 
an 11-3 regular season record. 
They lost to the Seacoast United 
Phantoms, 1-0, in extra time at 
home in the Eastern Conference 
semifinals.          

It marked the second year in 
a row that the Pioneers (11-3) 
faced Seacoast United, who fin-
ished at the top of the Northeast 
Division table, in the Eastern 
Conference semifinals.

The Pioneers were scheduled 
to play their first regular season 
match at the Boston Bolts on 
Tuesday night before hosting the 
Pathfinder FC in the home open-
er at 7pm on Saturday night. 

The first meeting of the reg-

ular season with league rival 
Seacoast United will take place 
away from the friendly confines 
of Lusitano Stadium on May 25. 
The second meeting between the 
two squads is slated to take place 
in Ludlow on June 23.

The Pioneers other home 
matches this season will be 
against Black Rock FC (June 3), 
Boston Bolts (June 7), Albany 
Rush (June 30), Vermont Green 
FC (July 7), and AC Connecti-
cut (July 15). All of their home 
matches are scheduled to start at 
7pm. 

One of the returning players 
is Khalid Rose, who has been a 
member of the Pioneers squad 
since 2018. 

“I have the most service time 
on this year’s team,” said Rose 
before signing some autographs 
following the match. “I always 
come back here every year for 
the fans. I just love playing this 
beautiful game.”   

Rose, who played college 
soccer at Central Connecticut 
State University, assisted on the 
Pioneers first two goals in last 
Friday’s friendly match. New-
comer Alec Hughes scored both 
goals during the first ten minutes 
of the first half. Hughes came 
out of the match with a minor in-
jury during the 25th minute.

“Alec is a new player this 
year,” Molinari said. “Hopefully, 
he’ll be able to play in our first 
game on Tuesday night.” 

Hughes, who’s a forward 
from Glastonbury Conn, is also 
a member of the UMass men’s 
soccer team. He finished his ju-
nior season last fall with a total 

of 10 goals, including a hat-trick 
in a 4-1 victory at George Wash-
ington. He also had two assists 
and led the A-10 conference 
with a total of 22 points.        

Following the 2022 college 
season, Hughes was selected 
to the United Soccer Coaches 
All-Region Second-Team squad.

Hughes is one of the play-
ers looking to replace Braudilio 
Rodrigues, who led the Pioneers 
with ten goals last summer. Ro-
drigues recently signed with the 
Tacoma Defiance, which com-
pete in the MLS Next Pro league. 
The Defiance is the reserve team 
for the Seattle Sounders FC. 

The other returning play-
ers listed on the Western Mass. 
Pioneers roster are Chaney 
Nash-Gibney, Jared Smith, Igna-
cio Albo, Lucio Berron, Tomas 
Duben, Nicholas Oberrauch, and 
Connor Hicks, who graduated 
from Monson High School six 
years ago. 

Hicks, who graduated from 
AIC, didn’t play in the friendly 
match because of an injury.  

Oberrauch is the Pioneers 
captain and he assisted on the 
third goal, which was scored by 
Duben during the 21st minute. 

“It’s an honor for me to be 
the team captain again this year,” 
Oberrauch said. “I really enjoy 
being the team leader.”  

Thomas Quiterio, who’s 
wrapping up his junior year, and 
Thomas Wadas, who’s finishing 
his sophomore year at Ludlow 
High School, saw some play-
ing time during the second half. 
They’ll be practicing with the 
Pioneers and be playing games 

for the USL Academy team.
“The academy team prepares 

the players to play for the USL 
team,” Molinari said. “A couple 
of them had an opportunity to 
play in tonight’s game, but they 
just need to continue working 
hard.”    

Wadas had the chance to 
play in a couple of regular sea-
son matches for the Pioneers a 
year ago.

“I normally play for the 
USL Academy team and it’s a 
big jump playing for the men’s 
team. The game is much quicker 
at this level,” Wadas said. “It’s 
also a lot of fun playing with one 
of my high school teammates.” 

Quiterio, who’s also a mem-
ber of the Ludlow boys’ vol-
leyball team, played for the Pi-
oneers for the first time in last 
Friday’s match.

“I was a little bit nervous at 
first, but I did feel comfortable 
after a few minutes,” Quiterio 
said. “I grew up watching the 
Pioneers play and it’s a dream 
come true to have an opportuni-
ty to play for them. It just feels 
amazing.”

The Pioneers scored two 
more goals during the second 
half, including a penalty kick by 
Simba Pelltier. 

The Pioneers assistant coach-
es are Dennis Gomes, Jay Willis, 
and John Voight. 

The Pioneers faithful sup-
porters are hoping to have a lot 
more enjoyable evenings at Lu-
sitano Stadium during the next 
couple of months.     

Pioneers prevail in preseason match Run for 
Rice’s 5K 
Road Race 
set for June 3

WILBRAHAM – The 11th 
annual “Run for Rice’s 5K Road 
Race” will be held on Saturday, 
June 3 at 9 a.m.  This popular, 
family-friendly 5K road race be-
gins at Christ the King – Epiph-
any Church, 758 Main Street, 
Wilbraham, and winds through 
a flat, fast course in surrounding 
neighborhoods, ending at Rice 
Fruit Farm across the street from 
the start.  Pre-registration fee for 
runners and walkers is $20, while 
day-of-race registration is $25.  
Ages 18 and under registration is 
$15 including day-of registration. 
The first 150 registered runners by 
May 20 will receive our famous 
race t-shirt featuring the “Running 
Apple” logo, and all registered 
runners will receive a free Rice 
Fruit Farm ice cream with their bib 
number on day of race only.  Cash 
prizes will be awarded in several 
categories, and all proceeds bene-
fit the Rice Nature Preserve main-
tenance fund of the Minnechaug 
Land Trust.  Race day registration 
will be open from 7:30 a.m. until 
8:45 a.m. On-line registration now 
available at RunSignUp.com, and 
paper registration forms can be 
downloaded at the Minnechaug 
Land Trust website www.min-
nechauglandtrust.org .
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $180.00
Seasoned cut & split $270.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MACHINERY
200 AMP PORTABLE COMMER-
CIAL WELDER FOUR CYLINDER, 
WISCONSIN  AIR COOLED MOTOR 
BEST OFFER (413)297-0956

TAG SALE
DOVERBROOK ESTATES 

COMMUNITY 
TAG SALE, CHICOPEE May 20 & 
21 - 8:00am to 3:00pm
Rain Dates June 3 & 4

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware, 
advertising, motorcycles, clothing.  Call 
Ken (413)433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

1*******A CALL WE HAUL
WE TAKE IT ALL
WE LOAD IT ALL

Lowest Rates, accumulations, junk, 
estates, attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services, 10% dis-
count with this ad off services. Dump-
ster Rentals available fro rent.

All Major CC’s
CALL NOW (413)531-1936

acallwehaul@gmail.com

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

INSTRUCTION
ADULT WRITING + SPEECH 
CLUB MEETING: English based. All 
levels of English welcome.
Date and Time:  Tue, May 23, 6:30PM-
7:30PM.

Location:  Ludlow 
Public Library.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING 
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Spring clean-up and lawn repair
Weekly mowing and 
yard maintenance

Landscape installation and restoration
Shrub trimming, pruning, 

and mulching
Call or text 413-266-9975

Insured - Commercial and Residential

S&S LANDSCAPING  
Residential and Commercial

Yard clean ups, lawn mowing, 
lawn repair, fertilizing, mulch, 

stone, hedge trimming, planting.
Free estimates,

Fully licensed and insured.
You’ll like us mower

413-240-1992

LAWN & GARDEN
A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Time to till 
gardens, flower beds wherever.  Be 
safe grow your own. Operator fully vac-
cinated. Call Bob  413-626-1927.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

TUNE-UPS

PART TIME SECRETARY FOR 
SMALL AGAWAM OFFICE. Need 
to be organized with attention to detail 
reply to babco321@comcast.net

HEALTH CARE
ALERT 96 YEAR OLD WIDOW 
NEEDS 7:00-12:00 MORNINGS 
or 5:00 p.m.-9:00pm/evenings. CNA 
certifications desired.  Call (413)789-
6017

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

QUIET 1 BEDROOM WITH 
SMALL EFFICIENCY KITCHEN. 
NEAR MASS PIKE, PARKING, LAUN-
DRY ON SITE. 
NO SMOKING, NO PETS. GOOD 
CREDIT. $900 INCLUDES UTILITIES 
413-543-2100

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTOWE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESMay 18, 2023 Page 19

Sunshine Village, a non-profit organization provides 
day habilitation and community services 

to individuals with developmental disabilities. 
Sunshine Village is an employer of choice and a great place to work!

Job Title: Van Driver
Job Summary: 
Provide transportation to individuals with Developmental 
Disabilities to and from our day programs
Route: 
Palmer, Monson, Ware, Ludlow, Wilbraham area
Hours: 
Part Time, approximately 20 hours
General hours (may vary): Monday – Friday 
7:30am – 9:30am and 2:30pm – 4:30pm
Experience Required:
Must have experience driving individuals with disabilities 
(15 passenger van experience a plus)
Educational Requirements: 
High School Diploma/ GED/or Equivalent
Other Requirements: 
Ability to lift 30 lbs comfortably, a valid driver’s license 
and clean driving record. Drug Screen, CORI, SORI and 
Fingerprint check required.
Salary: $16.02/hr 
Accepting applications:
Apply in person at 75 Litwin Lane, Chicopee, MA 01020. 
AA/EOE. Sunshine Village is a great place to work!

Come Join Our Team!

Turley Publications is looking for  a “hands 
on” energetic candidate who loves telling stories 
to be the editor for two weekly publications. This 
position will include managing and coaching a 
small news staff that will provide the community 
with a great local newspaper.

The editor will need to cover local government 
and events while representing the newspaper at 
public venues.

The successful candidate will have strong com-
munity journalism skills and is also expected to 
gather news and write stories for the two papers 
as well as for other occasional companywide 
publications.

This is a job for a self-starter who has a vision 
for growing and connecting with our valued 
readers, and who thoroughly enjoys community 
journalism. 

This full-time position with flexible schedule is 
based in our Palmer office at 24 Water St., this is 
not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:
• Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience
• Willingness to mentor a staff writer and 
    correspondents
• Editing experience and ability to write 
   clean copy in a fast-paced, deadline-driven 
   environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style
• Management experience and/or experience 
   managing content for a print publication.

Please send resume and writing examples to:
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

EDITOR WANTED
Community Newspaper

PUBLIC NOTICE
This ad is pursuant to MA 

Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A 
as of May 12, 2023 the fol-
lowing motor vehicles will 
be for sale to satisfy a garage 
keepers lien:

2004 Honda Civic
VIN: 2HGES16574H585171
COLOR: Green  
LKO: Kiana Carter 
7801 Roosevelt Ave. Apt. 78
Philadelphia PA 19152

2017 Hyundai Elantra 
VIN: 5NPD74LF8HH212762
COLOR:  Silver
LKO: Deborah Magill
53 Champlain Ave
Indian Orchard MA

R & S Assoc. Inc.
Wilbraham MA

413-596-4374
05/04, 05/11, 05/18/2023

PUBLIC
NOTICES Job Connection

Helping You Find help

STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT 
– Stafford Speedway hosted the 
51st Annual NAPA Spring Siz-
zler on Saturday, May 13 with 
feature events for the SK Mod-
ified, Late Model, and SK Light 
divisions along with two 15-lap 
last chance qualifiers for driv-
ers to earn starting positions in 
the NAPA Spring Sizzler 100-
lap main event.   Jimmy Blewett 
scored the checkered flag in the 
40-lap SK Modified feature his 
second career win at Stafford 
and first since the 2005 NAPA 
Fal Final.   Tom Fearn was the 
winner of the 30-lap Late Model 
feature and the SK Light feature 
saw a photo finish with Brian 
Sullivan making a last lap pass 
on Tyler Chapman and winning 
the race by inches or .005 sec-
onds.  Matt Swanson won the15-
lap Last Chance Qualifier for the 
NAPA Spring Sizzler.

In the 40-lap SK Modified® 
feature event, Jimmy Blewett 
led the field to the green and he 
began to set the early pace with 
Michael Christopher, Jr. going 
around Cory DiMatteo to take 

second behind Blewett.   Chris 
Jones was fourth in line in the 
early going with Keith Rocco 
quickly moving from seventh at 
the start up to fifth.  Christopher 
made a move to the inside of 
Blewett on lap-6 but wasn’t able 
to make the pass.   Christopher 
then came under attack from Di-
Matteo on lap-7 but he was able 
to hold off that challenge.

With 10 laps complete, the 
order was Blewett in the lead 
followed by Christopher, Di-
Matteo, Stephen Kopcik, and 
Rocco.   Anthony Bello was 
sixth followed by Jon Puleo, 
Noah Korner, Mikey Flynn, and 
Todd Owen.   Bello was black 
flagged on lap-15 and he had to 
report to pit road for dumping 
fluid.   David Arute was shown 
the black flag on lap-20 for fluid 
also while Blewett and Chris-
topher were still the tow lead 
cars with DiMatteo, Rocco, and 
Kopcik giving chase.   Marcello 
Rufrano was the car on the move 
in the first half of the race, tak-
ing 11th on lap-22 after starting 
shotgun on the field in 28th.  The 

caution flew with 24 laps com-
plete for a spin by Rich Gautreau 
that collected Rufrano, who 
pulled off the track and behind 
the wall, ending his great run.

Blewett took the lead back 
under green with Christohper in 
second.   Kopcik and DiMatteo 
were wheel to wheel for third 
place with Rocco and Korner 
right behind them.  Kopcik took 
third on lap-26 with Rocco tak-
ing fourth and Korner fifth as Di-
Matteo slid back to sixth.  Chris-
topher’s car dropped off the pace 
on lap-29 and he pulled on to pit 
road just as the caution flew for 
spins in turn 4 by Dylan Kopec 
and Tom Bolles.

Blewett took the lead back 
under green with Rocco moving 
up to second, but before a lap 
could be completed the caution 
came out for Rich Gautreau, who 
hit the wall in turn 4.

Blewett took the elad back 
under green with Rocco in sec-
ond.   DiMatteo and Kopcik ran 
wheel to wheel for a lap before 
DiMatteo got clear into third 
place.   Korner took fourth with 

Kopcik sliding back to fifth 
while up front, Rocco was ap-
plying heavy pressure to Blewett 
for the lead.

Korner’s car dropped off the 
pace on lap-37 and he limped 
back to pit road after running 
in fourth place.   This promot-
ed Kopcik to fourth and Mikey 
Flynn to fifth as Blewett was 

still in command over Rocco 
and DiMatteo.   Blewett slowly 
stretched out his advantage over 
Rocco in the closing laps and he 
picked up his second career SK 
Modified win at Stafford, his 
first since the 2005 NAPA Fall 
Final.  Rocco came home second 
with DiMatteo, Kopcik, and Fly-
nn rounding out the top-5.

Blewett scores the wins in modified event

Submitted photo
Jimmy Blewett wins the SK Modified event at Stafford Speedway 
last weekend.
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the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
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law demands.

Thank you.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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Let's GardenLet's GardenLet's Garden

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM–8PM

Everything 
You Need 
For Spring 
Planting

www.keithishamlandscaping.com

For a FREE Estimate CALL:

413-531-1216

KEITH ISHAM LANDSCAPING, LLC
Experience You Can 
Always Count On
• Property Maintenance
• Fertilizer Programs
• Organic Tick and Mosquito Control
• Edging • Core Aeration
• Loam and Seed • Mulches
• Power Seeding
• PH Remedy • Drainage

• Walls, Walkways, Patios
• Landscape Design and Installation
• Irrigation Installation and Repairs
• Fall Blowouts
• Paddock Repair and Maintenance
• Equestrian Field Seeding

Get Get Growing!Growing!

1359 Wilbraham Road, Springfield
OPEN DAILY 8AM-5PM •  413-783-5883

www.16acresgardencenter.com

• 1000’s of Perennials, 
Annuals, Trees & Shrubs

• Vegetable Plants & Herbs
• Unique Garden Statuary,  

Fountains & Bird Baths
• Earth Friendly Products
• Full-Service Florist & Gift Shop
• Professional Tree & Shrub 

Installation 413-783-5883 Ext. 111202020192013

• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957

IT'S MULCH SEASON! 
We Offer A Variety of Mulch & Top Soil.

CALL 
595-4096

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving the Greater Springfield Area”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches
Pine • Spruce • Hemlock • Cedar • Red, Black & Brown

Playground • Forest Blend • Topsoil • Seasoned Firewood

WILBRAHAM — Wilbraham & 
Monson Academy has some future CEO’s 
in the Class of 2023.

The Titan team of Maddie Stoltz ’23 
(Somers, CT), Kylie Bignell ’23 (East 
Longmeadow), Julia Besse ’23 (Long-
meadow) and Iva Radevic ’23 (Montene-
gro) placed second in the high school di-
vision at the 2023 Massachusetts Personal 
Finance Challenge.

The statewide competition, sponsored 
by the Massachusetts Council for Eco-

nomic and Personal Finance Education, 
asked questions in the field of Income 
and Money Management, Spending and 
Credit and Saving and Investing. The stu-
dents had 35 minutes to answer 30 multi-
ple-choice questions.

“Last spring, I entered a Middle School 
and Upper School team in the Massachu-
setts Economics Challenge (and the Mid-
dle School team finished in first place),” 
said Jim Irzyk, Chair of WMA’s Center 
for Entrepreneurship, Economics & Fi-

nance department. “This year, I noticed 
there was a Personal Finance Challenge 
so I organized four teams, with an all-fe-
male team by design. This all-female team 
comprises some of the best female CEEF 
students in recent WMA history. They are 
smart, determined, well-rounded business 
students and represented WMA extremely 
well in the competition.”

“None of us were expecting to do well 
on the test that we took,” said Kyle Big-
nell. “This just goes to show how well our 

CEEF Department prepares us for oppor-
tunities like this. 

“I wanted to participate in the PFC be-
cause I am really passionate about busi-
ness and finding new ways to challenge 
myself. Not to mention, I was also look-
ing forward to applying all of the skills 
and knowledge that I had learned from the 
CEEF courses here at WMA.”

For more information on WMA’s Cen-
ter for Entrepreneurship, Economics & 
Finance and other opportunities at WMA, 

visit www.wma.us/ceef or 
contact the Admission Of-
fice at 413.596.9107.

Wilbraham & Monson Academy places second in state finance competition
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