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WILBRAHAM/HAMPDEN 
- The Wilbraham Middle School 
Robotics Club is bringing to-
gether the next generation of ro-
botics enthusiasts and creators.

The club meets at the former 
Thornton W. Burgess Middle 
School during the school year 
on Fridays from 6 to 8 p.m. and 
has competed in and won sumo-

bot competitions, advanced to 
the MA FLL WEST Champion-
ship in 2024 and more.

Nolan Carney, who joined 
the club this year, explained 
during the robotics season how a 
lot of teams, including the WMS 
team, compete in local competi-
tions with robots in missions.

The mission the club demon-
strated to us during our visit in 
April was water-themed, with 
the coding including making the 
robot move back and forth and 

the claw picks up coral and then 
puts it back.

A “grade” portion has one 
half for mission performance 
and the other for an innovation 
project related to the theme.

“Usually, you win certain 
awards and if you won an award, 
there’s a high chance you get to 
move on to the next round. It’s 
also measured on how much 
points you score and we happen 
to score a lot of points with the 
way we strategized our move-

ment and attachments,” Carney 
said.

After Reid Blanchard and 
Willis Lam explained the 
club’s presentation focused on 
a 3D-printed life vest to make 
people more findable at sea, 
Carney added the life vest also 
had an LED panel.

“So, when the sensor detect-
ed there was a low-light level, 
it would display a red light be-

inspires love for robotics, creativity
WMS Robotics ClubWMS Robotics Club
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HAMPDEN - The Select-
board received updates on the 
Scantic Valley Water District 
during their May 5 meeting.

The Scantic Valley Water 
District is a registered com-
munity-based public water 
system with 16 active water 
services and providing drink-
ing water to 13 homes in 
Hampden.

The conversation began 
with Town Administrator Bri-
an Domina asking the Water 
District Commission how 
many houses were being test-
ed, with the number being ap-
proximately 25 and three of 
them having letters sent out.

“One of those 25 is 129 
Scantic Rd,” Domina said. 
“That’s the service line con-
nection and that’s like over 
and under 500 feet...”

Chair John Plaster ex-
plained for that property, the 
homeowner requested direc-
tional boring underground be 
done.

“The original quote was 
$90,000 and we have yet to 
get any quotes back from any 
of the contractors that do that 
type of work because Baltazar 
does not do that. They con-
tracted out to some,” Plaster 
said. “We don’t know what 

Selectboard 
receives 
updates 
on water 
district

Turley photos by 
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A group shot of 
the members 

and coaches of 
the Wilbraham 
Middle School 
Robotics Club. 
WMS Robotics 

Club Coach 
Samuel Kar 

Kin Lam also 
thanks 7th 

Grade STEM 
Teacher Leni-

Sarah Boucher 
and WMS 

Principal John 
Derosia for 

their support of 
the club. 
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WILBRAHAM - As we 
wrap up this year’s town elec-
tion coverage, we have one 
more race to highlight.

Meet the three candidates 
running for the Planning 
Board, who are Tracey Plan-
tier, Joe Cantalini and John 
McGrath.

Tracey Plantier
Plantier has been on the 

Planning Board for two terms 
and a resident for 27 years. 
Having volunteered to pull 
together data and publish a 
report for the Vision Task 
Force--Wilbraham’s commu-
nity study the town’s future-
-along with her passion and 
multiple contributions to that 
committee led to the Planning 
Board asking her to join their 
ranks.

“I consider myself a 
continuous learner and the 
Planning Board requires ac-
tive research and continuous 
learning as laws regarding 
zoning are changing all the 
time. I have not only enjoyed 
the challenge of this work, but 
I have really enjoyed work-
ing with my colleagues that 
all come to the board with a 
level of seriousness and com-
mitment that is required of 
the position,” Plantier said. “I 
also have a broad perspective 
of Wilbraham as I volunteer 
for several town and town-re-
lated committees, as well 
as attending Pioneer Valley 
Planning meetings. This gives 
me a unique opportunity to 
hear about broader changes 
occurring in the state. Vol-
unteering on multiple com-
mittees allows me to have a 
broader perspective than just 

Meet the Planning Board 
Candidates for Wilbraham

The group presented 
its executive 
summary to the 
Select Board 

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent 

 
WILBRAHAM – Residents 
may wonder why the town 
owns hundreds of properties, 
and members of Wilbraham’s 

Sustainable Budget Commit-
tee presented before the Select 
Board on May 5 to provide 
some clarity.

According to the commit-
tee members, they exclud-
ed properties that the town 
shouldn’t get rid of for differ-
ent reasons. Then, they iden-
tified 14 properties to take a 
closer look at moving forward. 

The committee does not 
know if they are all buildable, 
which makes a huge difference 
in terms of price, as if a parcel 

is not buildable, it will have a 
significantly less price. 

On Monday, committee 
members sought to move these 
properties to a next level of re-
view that would include town 
entities such as the Planning 
Department and Department 
of Public Works.

Sustainable Budget Com-
mittee leader Xiomara Albán 
DeLobato discussed the pro-
cess at length, as the group 
formally put forth its executive 
summary for review by the Se-

lect Board. 
“The executive summary 

is very straightforward,” she 
said. “The work that we were 
tasked to do last summer, or 
this past summer, was to go 
through the town owned prop-
erties.”

DeLobato noted that the 
group learned a lot during the 
eight-month venture. 

“It was a great conversa-
tion from start to finish where 
we decided to tackle this list of 
221 town-owned parcels,” De-

Lobato said. “In the matter that 
we decided to use this list was 
to utilize the Wilbraham GIS 
system. So, we quite literally 
went through the list, used the 
system to identify each of the 
parcels, look at the details of 
each of the parcels of land, and 
we had thorough discussion 
regarding each of the catego-
ries.” 

After analyzing more 
than 200 parcels of land, the 
committee determined that 
it would recommend further 

investigation on 14 parcels to 
get back on the tax roll through 
sale or redevelopment. 

Town residents will have 
the ultimate say, DeLobato 
added, noting that the commit-
tee’s job was “strictly to iden-
tify which parcels of land we 
could explore further.” 

“That was the main objec-
tive of the committee – which 
parcels need to be investigat-
ed a little further to see what 

Wilbraham Sustainable Budget Committee identifies areas of opportunity

Raises money for 
programming

By Danielle Muir
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - Hun-
dreds of community mem-
bers gathered at the Wilbra-
ham Public Library during 
the period of May 7 through 
10 for the annual Friends 
of the Library Book Sale, 
a popular event known for 
raising thousands of dollars 
to fund library programs. 

Held at the library in the 
Brooks Room, the sale fea-
tured thousands of donated 
books at bargain prices. Or-
ganized by the Friends of 
the Wilbraham Public Li-
brary, the sale is the group’s 
largest fundraiser of the 
year.

“We had almost 100 
people in the first hour,” Li-
brary Director Karen Ball 
said. “It was packed.” 

From the moment 

the doors opened for the 
Friends’ early access hour 
the day before on Tues-
day, May 6, the library was 
bustling with energy with 
lines reaching outside the 

doors. Long tables were 
stacked with books of every 
genre—children’s picture 
books, young adult novels, 

WPL Book Sale draws hundreds

Turley photo by Danielle Muir

Friends of the Wilbraham Public Library Board Member 
Marty Lyman and Member Jo Ayers pose for a photo.
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HAMPDEN - Richard 
Green will be running for re-
election as the town modera-
tor for this year’s town elec-
tion.

The town election takes 
place on Monday, May 19.

Green has a background in 
local town government span-
ning many years and varying 
roles, which he explained has 
helped him in his role as town 
moderator.

“This is my fifth year 
as moderator, prior to that I 
served on the Selectboard for 
eighteen years and the Plan-
ning Board for ten. All of 

Richard 
Green 
running for 
reelection

Please see CANDIDATES, 
page 4 Please see GREEN, page 3

Please see BUDGET, page 3

Please see ROBOTICS, page 7
Please see UPDATES, 

page 10

Please see BOOKS, page 8
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It’s Our Anniversary!
Celebrating 60 Years of Success, 

One Client At A Time!

• Located in Post Office Park,  
Wilbraham

• Helping clients live their  
best financial life since 1965

• Accomplished, Friendly  
and Professional

• Contact us for a
 no-fee consultation

at

Securities offered through LPL Financial.  Member FINRA/SIPC.  Advisory services offered through
Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.
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Phone 413-596-6992
trombleyassociates.com

Mike Trombley, Financial Advisor, Former MLB Player; 
Barbara Trombley, CPA, Financial Advisor
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WILBRAHAM - Select 
Board Clerk Marc Ducey and 
Finance Committee Chair 
Todd Schneider held an infor-
mation session on the town 
budget on May 7 at the senior 
center.

The information session 
provided an opportunity for 
residents to learn more about 
the town budget ahead of the 
May 12 Annual Town Meet-
ing.

A town budget meeting 
was also held by the Board 
of Assessors and the Finance 
Committee at Wilbraham 
Middle School that same day, 
also providing information on 
the town budget.

During the 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
session, Ducey 
and Schneider 
explained the 
terminology for 
municipal terms 
including the tax 
levy, excess ca-
pacity, free cash 
and new growth, 
the process of 
town budgeting, 
what is Propo-
sition 2 1/2, im-
pacts and what 
residents might 
hear during the 
town meeting.

Also, the 
budget calendar, 
an overview of 
the FY26 bud-
get, the notable 
budget increases 
for FY26, assumptions/esti-
mates, the FY25 Free Cash 
numbers, the challenges in 
FY26 and expected challeng-
es beyond FY26.

Ducey focused on the ter-
minology and free cash, with 
one of the highlights focusing 
on excess capacity.

“This is a significant thing 
to understand,” Ducey said. 
“This is actually the FY25  – 
so our fiscal year right now-
-our property tax levy was 
$47.3 million, round num-
bers. The state said we could 
go up to $48.3 million with-

out a two-and-a-half override. 
We’re here, we could have 
went to there. We could have 
went to there if you voted it at 
town meeting, right? Because 
that’s where the budget’s ap-
proved, at town meeting.”

When Ducey explained 
how people say “’Well, if we 
have a budget shortfall, why 
don’t you just use excess ca-
pacity?’” he summarized it 
like this.

“This--between here and 
here--we haven’t raised those 
tax dollars. We haven’t taxed 
you. So, the notion’s just, 
‘Use the excess capacity.’ We 

could simply with a simple 
majority vote at town meet-
ing. But your taxes are going 
to go up by that much,” Du-
cey said. “So, while excess 
capacity is good to have some 
flexibility, it’s not free. It’s 
not sitting in the town’s bank. 
It’s sitting in your bank, and 
if you want to use it, you have 
to give it to the town.”

Ducey added the number 
also doesn’t have to be a mil-
lion.

On free cash, Ducey said 
this is where the town closes 
their books at the end of the 
fiscal year and sends them 

to the state’s Department of 
Revenue, who tell them how 
much money is left in their 
budget “that was unspent.”

“We have a good guess, 
but they’re the ones who cer-
tify it and we don’t count it 
until they certify it because 
they tell us the number.At 
that point, it comes back to 
us. It’s now available for 
us,” Ducey said. “Free cash 
is simply that. It’s no longer 
bound by any restrictions on 
what you can spend it on. It’s 
being sent back to us saying, 
‘This was in last year’s bud-
get, it’s left over.’ Now, we 
can’t just spend it--we mean-
ing the town--it has to go be 
approved by town meeting, 
okay? But it’s available for 
us.”

Free cash would look like 
two ways.

The revenue side--mean-
ing under estimating reve-
nues or receipts--comes from 
grants, new construction, 
excise tax, other fees, items 
sold including property and 
vehicles and interest on in-
vestments. The expense side--

meaning unspent money from 
from previous year--could be 
vacant positions/personnel 
changes, projects coming in 
under budget, budgeting con-
trols and more.

Schneider, meanwhile, 
highlighted the FY26 bud-
get, with numbers including 
the school district at 55.5%, 
public safety for fire, police 
and dispatch at 11%, benefits 
and insurance at 12%, reserve 
fund at 1% and capital proj-
ects at 2%.

The notable budget in-
creases were for the schools 
by $1,725,000 or 6%, 
$470,904 or 48% for long-
term/short-term debt and 
$343,220 or 6.2% for the po-
lice and fire departments.

“Since 2020, Hamp-
den-Wilbraham Regional 
School District is up 26%, our 
pensions are up 49%, insur-
ance is up 74% and police and 
fire are up 31%. Those are the 
main hits to our budget every 
year,” Schneider said.

Other highlights 
Schneider listed include 
$49,020,674 of property tax, 
a 3.6% increase over last year 
including new growth, a 2.5% 
allowable increase to the ex-
isting tax base, $400,000 in 
new growth--down 20% from 
last year--and the FY26 tax 
increase at $1.56 million, 
down from a $1.62 million 

increase in FY25.
“The number I want to 

focus here on is the free cash 
number this year--which was 
a good problem to have--but 
it was $4.1 million. The main 
reason for that is loca re-
ceipts, so we weren’t putting 
in the money that we were 
getting from Hampden or the 
state for the dispatch, which 
is $375,000,” Schneider said. 
“Our local receipts came in, 
our excise taxes came in and 
our local receipts came in 
$1.2 million versus the budget 
of $300,000. There was some 
projects that were left over at 
$350,000, two budgeted un-
expected local receipts was 
$1.2 million versus a budget 
of $375,000. We also had a 
MGM Grant of $175,000, 
that is going away. So, that 
was not put into it.”

The FY26 challenges will 
be rising utility costs, debt 
bonding for the senior cen-
ter of an added $330,000 in 
long-term debt and $30,000 
in interest payments, the li-
brary starting $32,000 over 
the state-mandated MAR and 
HWRSD rising costs.

The Times will have more 
on this year’s Annual Town 
Meeting in our upcoming edi-
tions.

Ducey, Schneider hold town budget info session

Select Board Clerk Marc Ducey explains what 
Proposition 2 ½ is and its impacts.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Finance Committee Chair Todd Schneider shares insight during 
the Town Budget Info Session on May 7 at the Wilbraham 
Senior Center.

Finance Committee Chair Todd Schneider highlights the percentage 
numbers for the FY26 town budget.

HAMPDEN - Pat Le-
doux VFW Post 9397, in 
partnership with the Town of 
Hampden, proudly invites the 
public to attend the Annual 
Memorial Day Parade and 
Ceremony on Monday, May 
26, 2025, to honor and re-
member those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice in service to 
our country.

The parade will step off at 
10 a.m. from St. Mary’s Cath-

olic Church, located at 27 
Somers Road, Hampden, and 
proceed down Main Street 
to the Veterans Memorial at 
the Hampden Town Center, 
where the town’s Memorial 
Day Ceremony will begin at 
approximately 11 a.m.

This year’s parade will 
feature:

Local veterans
Civic leaders
Scout groups

Youth sports teams
Community organizations
Musical performances by 

Minnechaug Regional High 
School’s Marching Band and 
Choir 

Vintage military vehicles 
and patriotic displays

Following the ceremony, 
refreshments will be served 
at VFW Post 9397 for all vet-
erans, participants, and com-
munity members.

Rain Plan:
In the event of rain or in-

clement weather, the parade 
will be canceled, and the Me-
morial Day Ceremony will 
move indoors to Hampden 
Town Hall, located at 625 
Main Street.

Join us this Memorial Day 
as we honor, remember, and 
celebrate our nation’s fallen 
heroes.

Hampden Memorial Day parade, ceremony scheduled for May 26
HAMPDEN – The 

Hampden Garden Club’s 
Memorial Day Plant Sale 
will be taking place on 
May 26 from 8 a.m. to 
Noon at Academy Hall, 
Main Street, in Hampden, 
rain or shine.

Stop by and check out 
the plants!

Memorial Day Plant Sale

please recycle this newspaper
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

Spectacular Spectacular 
Hanging BasketsHanging Baskets

Full Of Colorful Full Of Colorful 
Blooming AnnualsBlooming Annuals

Sun Loving ~ Mixed Garden Sun Loving ~ Mixed Garden 
Baskets, Ivy Geraniums, Baskets, Ivy Geraniums, 
Petunias & CalibrachoaPetunias & Calibrachoa

SHADE LOVING ~ FUCHSIAS, SHADE LOVING ~ FUCHSIAS, 
BEGONIAS & IMPATIENSBEGONIAS & IMPATIENS

THE BEST FRESH FOR 
SPRING PLANTING!

Beautiful 
BLOOMING BLOOMING 

PATIO POTSPATIO POTS
Locally Grown 

GERANIUMS
Favorite Summer 
Bloomers

Beautiful Jumbo 12-inch Patio Pots
8-inch and 5-inch Pots Too!

Red, White & Pink Colors

Grow Your Own 
Edibles!
TIME TO PLANT!

Big Selection of Vegetable Plants
Tomato Plants, Peppers, Hot Peppers, 
Eggplants, Squash, Cucumbers, Herbs,

Strawberry Plants, 
Blueberry & Raspberry Bushes

Locally Grown
Asparagus!

May 25th National Wine Day!

From D.A. Smiarowski Farms ~ Sunderland, MA

Wine Of The Month
$2.00 OFF Reg Price

MIDNIGHT CELLERS WINES
Full Moon, Estate Chardonnay
& Cabernet Sauvignon Nebula

Elsie’s Creamery 
Open For The Season!
The Best Homemade Ice Cream

Friday May 16th
Introducing 

Ludlow Boys & Girls Club
“Club Cup” Ice Cream

Blue Vanilla, Marshmallows, 
Chocolate Swirl & Rainbow Sprinkles 

 

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Red Bridge Bait
1129 East Street, Ludlow
SHINERS/WORMS/

TACKLE/ICE
Call 413-589-7957

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - Christina 
Brodeur is running for reelec-
tion to the Planning Board for 
the upcoming town election.

The town election is on 
Monday, May 19.

Also, to note, David Ber-
son is running for the Plan-
ning Board as well, but for a 
three-year term to the board.

Brodeur shared that when 
she first joined, she had no ex-
perience “that qualified me to 
serve on the Planning Board.”

“I was appointed to one 
of two vacant positions at the 
time. I believe my enthusiasm 
to learn and be involved with 
my community lead, in part, 
to my appointment. I have 

now been on the board for 
four years and have gained an 
enormous amount 
of experience 
through that time,” 
Brodeur said. “Of 
note, I have engaged 
in the amendment 
of three sections of 
our zoning by-laws 
and participated in a 
few fairly involved 
and complicated 
Special Permit ap-
plications.”

Brodeur has enjoyed serv-
ing on the board in the last 
four years.

“I wish to continue, as I 
find the work interesting and I 
appreciate the opportunity to 
engage with members of the 
community,” Brodeur said.

On successes, Brodeur 

said the newly revised Master 
Plan, which will be presented 

at the Annual Town 
Meeting on May 12.

“Thanks to fel-
low board member 
Patrick Coyne and 
the Master Plan 
Committee’s hard 
work in coordina-
tion with VHB, we 
now have a more 
up-to-date and ac-
curate vision for our 
town. In addition to 

this achievement, we will be 
proposing two amendments 
to our zoning by-laws that I 
believe position us very well 
in ensuring we are able to 
safely and reasonably over-
see the land use within the 
town of Hampden,” Brodeur 
said. “Some proposed proj-

ects elicit a stronger response 
from the community, and I 
believe these by-laws address 
some of the concerns that 
come along with that.”

On her vision for the 
board, she said this.

“If we are able to success-
fully serve our citizens and 
preserve the character of our 
quaint hometown, I would 
consider that a great achieve-
ment,” Brodeur said. “My 
hope is that in my time as a 
board member, I am able to 
connect with members of our 
community and hear not just 
their concerns, but what they 
love about our home. There’s 
a certain pride that comes 
along with being a member 
of this community, and, in 
turn, it gives me great pride to 
serve it.”

Christina Brodeur

Brodeur running for reelection to Planning Board

this has given me a unique 
insight into our communi-
ty, my fellow residents and 
what they would like to see 
in our town meeting,” Green 
said.

Green cited the town’s 
history of town moderators 
setting a precedent of excel-
lence as inspiration for run-
ning in the past and again 
this year.

“Hampden has a rich 
history of having excellent 
moderators. They were very 
different from each oth-
er and made town meeting 
their own. I felt that I could 
draw from each of them and 
make our town meeting even 
better,” Green said.

Green is proud of his 
successes in the role thus far.

“I feel that I have given 
us an environment where 
all feel welcome and safe 
to express their opinion. We 
need to move the meeting 
quicker, while being sure to 
protect its transparency and 
integrity,” Green said.

Green’s vision for his 
next term was this: continue 
to make town meeting better 
and more efficient. 

“We will improve the effi-

ciency of town meeting with 
the introduction of a Consent 
Agenda. Through the use of 
a Consent Agenda, we will 
package the most common 
articles, which are non-con-
troversial and always receive 
a positive vote. These articles 
will then be voted as a block,” 
Green said. “Next, I will no 
longer read the articles, but 
will instead summarize what 
is being asked of the body. 
Historically, we have read 
the warrant article, which is 
immediately followed by a 
motion that mirrors the arti-
cle. This is time-consuming, 
redundant and, quite frankly, 
dull.”

GREEN from page 1

Richard Green

we could do with them as 
another method to gener-
ate some revenue for the 
town,” DeLobato said. 

The committee also 
had a thorough talk regard-
ing the identification of 
parcels of land that could 
potentially go for sale and 
develop into locations that 
could eventually be assets 
to the town. While this was 
spoken about briefly, De-
Lobato said it is a bigger 
conversation for down the 
road. 

In addition to the 14 
parcels of land that have 
potential, the committee 
also identified six proper-
ties that need further in-
vestigation but “weren’t a 
hard no.” 

“There’s only six that 
have some potential, but 
it will require much more 
detail to just actually figure 
out what some of those re-

strictions are and if we are 
at liberty to explore some-
thing else with them,” De-
Lobato said. 

DeLobato added that 
it will require much more 
detail to actually figure out 
what the restrictions are 
on those six properties and 
if the town is at liberty to 
explore something else for 
them. 

“Overall, the commit-
tee, we came to the full 
conclusion that the town, 
the Select Board and who-
ever is assigned to contin-
ue this work… is to abso-
lutely prioritize the due 
diligence on the 14 parcels 
of land that were specifi-
cally identified as areas of 
opportunity for us,” DeLo-
bato said. 

Before finishing her 
presentation, DeLoba-
to emphasized that the 
group’s work took several 
months and a lot of effort. 
She insinuated that some 
people oversimplified the 

committee’s work and re-
sponsibilities. 

“I don’t believe that 
folks really saw or consid-
ered the amount of time 
this would have actually 
taken and, just to be frank, 
just based on the resourc-
es that the Planning Board 
has like the literal resource 
of time, with our limited 
staff, it would be very chal-
lenging for the town to do 
something like this on the 
regular,” DeLobato said. 

She noted that it gave 
her perspective on allocat-
ing for any type of resourc-
es that would be needed to 
continue this activity on a 
regular basis. 

“It did require a lot of 
time. It was tedious – like 
in the weeds type of work 
that a lot of folks just do 
not have the time to do. I 
just want to put it out there 
that it did take time,” De-
Lobato reiterated.

BUDGET from page 1

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM/HAMP-
DEN – With the town elec-
tions for Wilbraham and 
Hampden a few days away, 
here’s a final look at some of 
the other candidates that will 
be running this year.

As a final reminder, Wil-
braham’s town election will 
take place on Saturday, May 
17, while Hampden’s town 
election takes place on Mon-
day, May 19.

In addition to the other 
candidates we’ve highlighted 
these past few weeks, here are 
a couple others residents will 
see on their respective ballots.

Wilbraham
Roger Roberge II for a 

three-year term for the Board 
of Assessors

There is no candidate run-
ning for the Cemetery Com-
missioner three-year term. 
Natashia Ayres, who we high-
lighted during our election 

coverage, is running for a 
one-year term on the Ceme-
tery Commission. 

Hampden
Eva Wiseman for a three-

year term as Town Clerk and, 
also, for a three-year term as 
Tax Collector

Philip Schneider Jr. for a 
three-year term to the Board 
of Assessors

Kathleen Hutchison for a 
three-year term as a Library 
Trustee 

Michael Salemi for a 
three-year term as Park Com-
missioner

Dennis Hackett Sr., An-
drew Netherwood and Adam 
Poulin for three-year terms as 
Constables

David Berson for a three-
year term for the Planning 
Board

There is no one on the bal-
lot this year for the Housing 
Authority, which would have 
been a five-year term.

Stay tuned for this year’s 
election results. 

Other Wilbraham and 
Hampden Candidates

 HAMPDEN - Pat Ledoux VFW 
Post 9397 is proud to announce its par-
ticipation in the VFW National Day 
of Service with a community cleanup 
effort on Saturday, May 24, 2025, to 
prepare for the town’s upcoming Me-
morial Day Parade and Ceremony.

Volunteers will gather at VFW 
Post 9397, located at 190 Main Street, 
Hampden, MA 01036, at 9:30 a.m., 
with an expected start time of 10 a.m.

Members of Post 9397 will begin at 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church and walk 
the Memorial Day Parade route, pick-
ing up trash and debris to ensure the 
route is clean, safe, and presentable for 
the solemn observances to come.

The Hampden Police Department 
will provide an escort to ensure partic-
ipant safety throughout the cleanup.

The VFW Day of Service is a na-
tionwide initiative highlighting the 
vital role veterans continue to play in 
serving and strengthening their com-
munities.

VFW Post 9397
announces Day
of Service

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% 
Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your 

GOLD Towards 
A New Purchase

WE BUY  GOLD!

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”
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        GiggleBugs  
       Preschool
        Infant/Toddler Center

                         

BRAND NEW 
PRESCHOOL!

NOW ENROLLING!!!!
Hours: Monday-Friday 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

• Clean/Safe Environment
• Experienced/Certified DEEC Trained Staff

• Kindergarten Prep
• Educational Curriculum/Age-Appropriate

• Social Learning/Healthy Eating
• Diverse Learning Environment

• Special Needs Children Welcome!!
• Smoke Free Location

• Offers Infants/Toddler Care 
• Offers Before/After School Care

ONLY LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE!!
Children Ages: 2 months to 14 years old

CALL TODAY!
Lindsay Richard 

(Director)

(413) 267-4373

lindsayrichard975
@yahoo.com

17 Palmer Road 
Monson, MA 01057

www.gigglebugspreschoolcenter.com

 
        GiggleBugs  
       Preschool
        Infant/Toddler Center

                         

Preschool
Infant/Toddler Center

OPEN HOUSE
    Date & Time: Sunday, May 18 from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
    Location: 17 Palmer Road, Monson, MA 01057
    Contact: Lindsay Richard (413) 267-4373
    Website: gigglebugspreschoolcenter.com
Come celebrate our New Preschool Center in Monson

GiggleBugs is hiring for Teachers and Assistants. 
If interested, please bring a copy of your resume on 
the day of the open house to schedule an interview.

Upcoming Getaways!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

June 28 .........Boston Harbor Lunch Cruise .......... $175
July 12 ..........Escape to Rockport .......................... $110
July 26 ........ Perkins Cove for a Day ..................$110
Oct. 4 ............Stockbridge – Rockwell Museum . $120
Oct. 18 ..........Turkey Train ....................................... $175

Ferrara Consulting 
& Properties

Consulting all Matters 
of Real Estate

Art Ferrara

(413) 348-5827

sitting on one board.”
On what inspired her to 

run again for another term, 
Plantier explained the very 
challenging time for local 
zoning as the state “is in a 
known housing crisis.”

“The state has put togeth-
er proposed approaches to the 
housing crisis that may take 
some local control of zoning 
out of the hands of our town. 
An example is the recent zon-
ing law changes for Accesso-
ry Dwelling Units or ADUs. 
I would like to continue to 
evaluate these changes and 
determine the best approach 
for Wilbraham,” Plantier said. 
“The Planning Board has also 
discussed initiating a possi-
ble master plan development 
and the experience I have in 
working on the Vision Task 
Force report, as well as the 
Open Space and Recreation 
Plans, are important to be in a 
position to help support these 
initiatives.”

On the board’s success-
es, Plantier noted there have 
been many during her time 
with the Planning Board.

“Some of my favorites are 
the positive changes in our 
beautiful Town Center that 
have brought a new vibran-
cy to our town. I smile when 
I drive through town and see 
our residents enjoying the 
new restaurant and brewery. 
I share the same pride seeing 
the changes at Wilbraham 
Monson Academy,” Plantier 
said. “As the Planning Board 
Representative to the Com-
munity Preservation Com-
mittee, I also enjoy seeing the 
many improvements around 
town that residents are enjoy-
ing – playground equipment, 
ADA ramp at the Meeting 
House, recreational improve-
ments in several locations, 
historical markers, etc.”

On what she envisions if 
elected, Plantier summed it 
up this way.

“I’d like to see us look to 
the future in a practical and 
realistic way. Our needs are 
increasing and as a town we 
need to carefully consider 
our priorities. We were either 
born here or came to Wilbra-
ham for our personal prior-
ities - location to careers or 
family, schools, public safety, 
recreation and the beauty. I 
want to protect what residents 
value,” Plantier said. “Change 
is inevitable, but the current 

Planning Board, together with 
past Planning Boards and res-
idents that approved zoning 
bylaws, created a town we are 
proud to call home. I say it all 
the time how lucky we are to 
live here. I want to continue 
to help build a community 
that embraces what residents 
value and love.”

Joe Cantalini
Cantalini explained a mo-

tivation for service and “a 
belief that strong, principled 
governance is the backbone 
of a thriving community” in-
spired him to run.

“I have a deep appreci-
ation for the building and 
maintaining of the shared 
agreements that allow a 
town—or a society—to func-
tion well for everyone. When 
it’s done well—with care, in-
tegrity, and inclusiveness—it 
quietly helps a community 
thrive,” Cantalini said. “Over 
the years, I’ve seen that I can 
be effective in this space: 
colleagues and officials have 
responded positively to my 
collaborative mindset and 
careful approach. That en-
couragement, along with a 
love for Wilbraham, inspired 
me to step forward and of-
fer my time and skills in this 
role.”

Cantalini said he would 
bring “strong listening skills, 
thoughtful problem-solving, 
and a practical, systems-ori-
ented approach to deci-
sion-making,” to the role, not-
ing his career working closely 
with local and state agencies 
on public policy “sometimes 
as a contributor helping to 
shape policy, and always as 
someone navigating those 
same regulations.”

“That dual perspective has 
taught me how important it is 
to make policy decisions that 
are fair, clear, and grounded 
in real-world impacts. I’ve 
been recognized for advanc-
ing realistic, collaborative 
solutions and for my ability 
to listen carefully, under-

stand, and consider tradeoffs 
and long-term impacts before 
making decisions,” Cantalini 
said.

He added to deepen his 
understanding, he’s attended 
Planning Board meetings in 
town and nearby municipal-
ities “to learn from similar 
issues and best-practice ap-
proaches.”

“I’m also completing a 
Sustainable Planning Spe-
cialization through Johns 
Hopkins University, which 
strengthens my long-term 
perspective on land use and 
development,” Cantalini said. 
“Having grown up in Wil-
braham, I care deeply about 
its future. I aim to bring a 
steady, inclusive voice to the 
Planning Board—one that 
values careful consideration, 
open-mindedness, and long-
term thinking.”

Cantalini said the Plan-
ning Board’s successes are 
due to the “vision and steady 
stewardship” of those who 
have served.

“We benefit every day 
from their work—whether it’s 
the thoughtful zoning map, 
the balance of development 
and open space, or their care 
in preserving the character of 
the town and its beauty. Our 
infrastructure, recreational 
spaces, and public facilities 
reflect long-term planning 
that’s served the town well,” 
Cantalini said.

For improvements, he em-
phasized adaption.

“I don’t think Wilbraham 
needs to be changed, but like 
any healthy community, it 
does need, while respecting 
its history, to keep adapting—
whether that’s adjusting to 
shifts in how people live and 
work, evolving technologies, 
or responding to the needs 
of different generations. I 
want to support efforts that 
help older residents remain 
in the community they love 
while ensuring it remains at-
tractive for younger families 
to put down roots,” Cantalini 

said. “That’s how we keep 
our community and schools 
strong and sustain the spir-
it of Wilbraham over time. 
My goal is to help the town 
meet new challenges in a way 
that strengthens what already 
makes it a great place to live.”

If elected, Cantalini’s 
goal is to “serve as a thought-
ful and constructive member 
of the Board—someone who 
listens well, seeks input, and 
helps make smart, balanced 
decisions that consider to-
day’s needs and are ground-
ed in care for the long-term 
well-being of Wilbraham.”

“If elected, I’d approach 
each issue with care and a 
commitment to preserving 
Wilbraham’s unique identity. 
If I can do that while helping 
residents feel heard, I’ll con-
sider that a success,” Cantali-
ni said.

Other goals would be re-
visiting the Master Plan, up-
dating zoning district require-
ments or exploring ways to 
encourage the types of busi-
nesses residents would like to 
see on Boston Road.

“These are important con-
versations. I don’t presume 
to know the answers, but I do 
promise to listen, weigh po-
tential tradeoffs and consider 
infrastructure, traffic, fiscal, 
and quality-of-life impacts 
along with Wilbraham’s iden-
tity and charm before mak-
ing any decisions,” Cantalini 
said. “My goal would be to 
help ensure any future chang-
es reflect the community’s 
values and keep Wilbraham a 
welcoming, vibrant place for 
all who call it home.”

He encouraged residents 
to learn more at cantalinifor-
wilbraham.com.

John McGrath
McGrath is currently 

studying Construction Man-
agement and runs his own 
property management com-
pany where he manages mul-
tiple commercial and residen-
tial properties throughout the 
Pioneer Valley, explaining he 
would bring a mix of educa-
tion, real-world experience 
and community focus to the 
table.

“This hands-on expe-
rience with development, 
zoning, and property main-
tenance gives me practical 
insight into how planning de-
cisions impact neighborhoods 
and communities. I have also 
spent the past six months or 
so attending Wilbraham Plan-
ning Board meetings to stay 
up to date on the new Acces-

sory Dwelling Unit (ADU) 
regulations and listening to 
both what the Planning Board 
has to say regarding these 
ADUs along with the resi-
dents and their concerns,” 
McGrath said.

McGrath shared what in-
spired him to run for the Plan-
ning Board.

“I am running for the Plan-
ning Board because I believe 
in preserving Wilbraham’s 
small-town character while 
also addressing the needs of 
young families, seniors, and 
small businesses that this 
town needs to thrive as a com-
munity. As someone who has 
grown up here and attended 
HWRSD schools from sec-
ond to 12th grade, I would 
like to give back by helping 
shape thoughtful, long-term 
solutions to our town’s Plan-
ning Board,” McGrath said. 
“This board plays a crucial 
role in balancing growth with 
quality of life, and I would 
be honored for the oppor-
tunity to represent the peo-
ple in these conversations. 
As the town grows and gets 
busier with commuter traffic 
brought by the new East/West 
rail line, the communities’ 
voice is going to only grow in 
importance.”

McGrath noted for suc-
cesses community engage-
ment and getting ahead of 
potential problems.

“There was an ADU be-
ing built by a local builder 
who came in multiple times 
for public hearings where 
concerned neighbors attend-
ed and made compromise for 
everything from fence height 
to the direction of exterior 
lighting. This kind of action 
prevents expensive alter-
ations and potential confron-
tations between neighbors,” 
McGrath said. “I would like 
to see more of that moving 
forward where the Planning 
Board can mediate communi-
ty-based discussions regard-
ing development here in town 
to make sure that everyone’s 
voice is heard.”

If elected, McGrath’s 
goals would be “advocating 
for responsible development 
that fits Wilbraham’s identi-
ty,” ensuring developers par-
ticipate in public hearings, 
and improving coordination 
between the Planning Board 
and residents.

“I also want to encourage 
investment into our Route 
20 corridor to help offset 
residents’ taxes, while en-
couraging smart residential 
planning that protects our 
neighborhoods, open spaces 
and our small-town charm,” 
McGrath said. “Ultimately, I 
hope to create a planning en-
vironment that welcomes the 
next generation without los-
ing what makes Wilbraham 
so special.”

Tracey Plantier Joe Cantalini John McGrath

CANDIDATES from page 1Annual Spec 
Pond Fishing 
Derby 
May 17

WILBRAHAM – The 
Annual Spec Pond Fishing 
Derby will be taking place 
at Spec Pond on Saturday, 
May 17 from 9 a.m. to 
Noon.

It is presented by the 
Friends of Recreation, the 
Parks and Rec Department 
and the MA Department of 
Fisheries and Wildlife.

No fishing license re-
quired: bait will be provid-
ed and trophies awarded to 
the first 30 kids -Free cof-
fee, donuts, and water cour-
tesy of Rices Fruit Farm

The Grand Prize: $100 
DSG gift card awarded to 
the largest fish caught by 
length, courtesy of DSG

$2 Donation or person 
or $10 max per family

The main sponsor is 
Westfield Bank and sup-
porting sponsors are Rice 
Fruit Farm, ACE Hardware, 
Monson Savings Bank, 
Country Bank, Rooney In-
surance & Financial, Dick’s 
Sporting Goods and the 
VFW.

Cookbook 
Club at the 
Wilbraham 
Library

WILBRAHAM - The 
Wilbraham Public Library 
Cookbook Club is meeting 
on Wednesday,  June 4, at 
6:30 p.m.

This month’s selection 
is “Half Baked Harvest” 
by Teighan Gerard.

Please let the library 
know what you’re bring-
ing when registering so we 
do not duplicate recipes. 
Cooking is encouraged 
but not required for atten-
dance. Copies of the book 
are available now at the 
Service Desk.

The Cookbook Club 
meets on the first Wednes-
day of every other month at 
6:30 p.m.

This program is free 
and open to the public, and 
registration is required. For 
more information or to reg-
ister, please call the library 
at 413-596-6141.

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com
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gifts.

years.

For our 175th year, we’re giving back to the community that got us here. We’ve 
always had a heart for investing in our community, but our 175th anniversary 
called for something special. Throughout the year, we’ll be giving 175 gifts to 
community members, nonprofits, charities, and local folks in need. Consider it 
a celebration of appreciation.

To learn more visit countrybank.com/175.

THE DOCTORS ARE IN...
NOW NOW 

ACCEPTING ACCEPTING 
NEW PATIENTS!NEW PATIENTS!

Call our office 
to learn more 

about our practice

2207 Boston Road, Wilbraham  • 35 Turkey Hill Road, Suite 205, Belchertown
(413) 599-1201 • Fax: (413) 596-2940 • www.pamcares.com

Gary J. Nielan, M.D.
Thirza C. Lareau, M.D.
Amy C. Kasper, M.D.
Kimberly A. Dewey, M.D.
Kimberly J. Martins, M.D.
Priya S. Malik, M.D.
Julia Komatsu, M.D.

Melissa Maciborski, M.D.
Shatabdi Pinky, M.D.
Rachel McKenna, N.P.
Solmaz Masoudi, P.A.
Nicole Santos, LMHC
Rachel Kluk, MHC

2 Convenient 
Locations! Most Insurances Accepted

WILBRAHAM – 
On April 26, Rick’s 
Place hosted their 
Annual Walk, Run, 
Remember event at 
Minnechaug Regional 
High School.

The event was a 
51.5M/5K event.

Established in 
memory of Rick Thor-
pe, who died in Tow-
er Two of the World 
Trade Center on 9/11, 
Rick’s Place opened 
in 2007 and provides 
free grief support to 
youth (ages 5-18) and 
their families through-
out the Pioneer Valley 
and Northern CT.

Rick’s Place holdsRick’s Place holds
Walk, Run, RememberWalk, Run, Remember

Walkers walk 
hand in hand 
and side by side 
as they take 
part in the Walk, 
Run, Remember 
event.

Photos courtesy of Betsy Flores

The Walk, Run, Remember begins as the runners take off from the starting line. 

These attendees smile for a group photo.
A family who took part in the event in memory of Jose “Puchungo” Santiago.

ABOVE: A group 
photo of attendees 
at the starting 
line for Walk, Run, 
Remember on April 
26.

This attendee wearing a 
Rick’s Place t-shirt crosses 
the finish line.

RIGHT: Therapy 
dogs greet 

attendees during 
the Walk, Run, 

Remember event, 
providing comfort 

and support.

Attendees also enjoyed face painting during the event.

This attendee smiles as 
he crosses the finish line, 
the time at 24 minutes, 59 
seconds.



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESPage 6 May 15, 2025

Letters to the editor should be 350 
words or less in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be published. 
We require letter writers to include his 
or her town of residence and home tele-
phone number. We must authenticate 
authorship prior to publication. We re-
serve the right to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to be libelous or 
contain unsubstantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation of charac-
ter and offensive language. All unknown 
or alleged facts and quotations offered 
by the author need to cite credible, un-
biased sources. Send letters to: Editor, 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@turley.
com. The deadline for submissions is 
Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly correct fac-

tual errors that appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Corrections or 
clarifications will always appear on the 
editorial pages. To request a correction, 
send information in an e-mail or mailed 
communication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 
is published every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc. One year out of town 
subscriptions are available at $45, out 
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission of 
news material, letters to the editor and 
photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The TIMES 
is not responsible for submitted photos.

Editorial 
Policy

The Wilbraham-Hampden

TIMES

EDITOR
Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Jocelyn Walker
jwalker@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times is 
published every Thursday by Turley 

Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., 
Palmer, Mass. 01069. Telephone (413) 

283-8393, Fax  (413) 289-1977.

@ Wilbraham-Hampden Times

WEB
www.wilbrahamhampdentimes.

turley.com

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President

DEANNA SLOAT
Graphics Manager

TEAM
VIEWPOINTS

Dear Rusty: 
I am writing to ask for 

your advice on when I 
should sign up or enroll in a 
Medicare Plan. 

I have submitted an ear-
ly retirement application to 
request benefits to begin 30 
days after my 62 birthday, 
in April 2025. I am a single 
lady with no dependents and 
currently rent my residence. 
Please advise. 

Signed: Approaching 
Senior Citizenship 

 
Dear Approaching: 
I assume that when you 

say you have submitted “an 
early retirement application 
to request benefits to begin 
30 days after my 62nd birth-
day” you mean you have ap-
plied for your Social Securi-
ty retirement benefits to start 
in April 2025 and that you 
will be 62 in March. To be 
sure you are clear, you must 
be 62 for an entire month to 
start your Social Security re-
tirement benefits.  

Even though you are 
starting your Social Security 
retirement benefits at age 62, 
you will not be eligible to 
enroll in Medicare until you 
are 65 years old. Since you 
will be already receiving So-
cial Security when you turn 
65, you will be automatical-
ly enrolled in Medicare Part 
A (inpatient hospitalization 
coverage) and Medicare Part 
B (coverage for outpatient 
services), effective with the 
month you turn 65. 

You will get a “Welcome 
to Medicare” packet about 
three months before your 
65th birthday. Your Medi-
care Part A (inpatient hos-
pitalization coverage) will 
be free, but there will be a 
monthly premium ($185 for 
2025) associated with your 
Medicare Part B (coverage 
for outpatient services), 
which will be deducted from 
your Social Security pay-
ment.  

Note that Medicare does 
not cover all healthcare ex-
penses so, when the time 
comes, you may wish to ex-
plore other private healthcare 
coverage (either a Medicare 
Supplement plan, or a Medi-
care Advantage plan). Also, 
Medicare Part A or Part B do 
not include coverage for pre-
scription drugs, so you may 
wish to obtain such coverage 
separately. One way to ex-
plore all of this is by, shortly 
before you are 65, contact-
ing AMAC’s Medicare de-
partment at 1-800-3349330 
or www.amac.us/medicare. 
And until you are eligible 
to enroll in Medicare at 65, 
you may wish to seek regu-
lar healthcare insurance for 
those under 65 years of age.  

Please understand that 
we are here to answer all 
your questions about Social 
Security and Medicare en-
rollment. However, at the 
AMAC Foundation, we are 
not insurance specialists, 
which is why I suggest con-
tacting an insurance special-
ist as described above.  

I hope this is helpful, but 
please don’t hesitate to con-
tact us again at any time. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social Secu-
rity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for 
information purposes and 
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.  

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times 
welcomes readers to participate in this 
year’s election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these pages. 
Letters of up to 250 words from local resi-
dents endorsing candidates on the ballot or 
discussing campaign issues should be sent 
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times, care of Tur-
ley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to krivers@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification 
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters 
must be received by noon Monday to be 
considered for that Thursday’s newspaper. 
No attack letters will be printed. No letters 
written by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of 
letters received is larger than the space 
available in the newspaper, or if the letters 
become repetitive, the newspaper reserves 
the right to print a representative sample. 
No endorsement letters will be printed in 
the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor 
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, 

the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, state 
Senate, state House, district attorney 
and Governor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well as a 
question-and-answer voters guide. In 
order to ensure fairness to all candidates, 
no political press releases will be printed, 
nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further pub-
licize their candidacy, beliefs and events 
may contact advertising, 413-283-8393 
about paid advertising in Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times.

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Applying for Social Security at 62 
when should I enroll in Medicare?

Last week’s column al-
luded to the fact that 
there was a lot to do in 

the herb garden. But, let me 
clarify:  there is a lot 
to do everywhere I 
look.  

Here are some 
of the tasks I will be 
working on. Maybe 
you can relate!

The daffodils put 
on quite a show this 
year. Now that the 
flowers have gone 
by, they will be “deadhead-
ed” and a sprinkling of bal-
anced fertilizer will be spread 
around the base of each clump 
of bulbs.  

As the foliage “ripens” it 
will take in all of those nu-
trients, storing up wonderful 
energy for next years’ flow-
ers. Leave the foliage in place 
until turns brown. The minor 
nuisance of old foliage is cer-
tainly worth the explosion 
of gorgeous flowers come 
spring.

It’s time to preheat the soil 
where your peppers will be 
planted. Peppers respond best 
when sunk into warm soil, so 
laying down black plastic or 
IRT plastic mulch now will 
get the soil warm and ready 
for planting come late May or 
early June!  

Pepper plants should be 
planted about 12-14 inches 
apart. I like to unitize a wide 
row, installing the seedlings 
in a staggered pattern, so that 
when full-grown, the leaves 
of neighboring plants touch 
one another. They respond 
well to that, and the close 
spacing will help to prevent 
sun scald on ripening fruit.  

I also give my pepper 
plants support by installing 
tomato cages over each plant, 
so that the heavy fruit doesn’t 

cause them to fall over in a 
windy summer storm.

Lilacs are bursting into 
bloom. Their season is fast 

and furious. 
When the fragrant flowers 

have passed, its important to 
cut them back to the first set 
of leaves. Pruning the bush 
can take place anytime, now 
until July 1. After that, next 
year’s flowers will be sacri-
ficed. 

Always think of the one-
third rule when pruning. In 
other words, take no more 
than one third of the plant 
volume-wise. For overgrown 
lilacs in particular, cut away 
the oldest, widest trunks all 
the way down to the ground. 
Cut back select other large 
trunks some of the way, just 
above a branch.  

Keep some suckers com-
ing from the ground, choos-
ing the most logical for re-
placement trunks down the 
road.

I enjoyed my first meal of 
asparagus this week! Perenni-
al edibles are the best. A little 
maintenance each year and 
you reap the rewards.  

I was just mentioning 
to someone that asparagus 
spears grow so fast. In the 
morning one may be just 
three inches tall but during a 
hot, sunny day, it might put on 
another three inches by night-
fall. Someday I am going to 
have to conduct an experi-

ment and measure! 
I will be harvesting spears 

for about eight weeks now, 
and doing my best to keep the 

bed weed-free, less 
they take over! 

Be on the look-
out for asparagus 
beetles and the hori-
zontal eggs they lay 
going up the spears. 
I squish on contact! 
More squeamish 
folks may prefer to 
bring a cup of soapy 

water out to the garden and 
knock the bugs into it.  

My strawberry patch was 
going on four years old. I de-
cided turn it under, but I did 
move a few of the younger 
plants and started a smaller, 
new bed. 

If you are experiment-
ing with strawberries for the 
first time, be sure to remove 
the blossoms of June bearing 
types so that energy will go 
into making strong plants, not 
berries this first year. I know 
it is a sacrifice, but patience 
will lead to lots of strawberry 
shortcake next year.

Have fun doing whatever 
needs to be done in your gar-
den! I know I will be having 
fun in mine!

Isn’t May just an awesome 
month?

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
ject line.  

Tasks for mid May

Eastern phoebe

A Worthington resident 
reported he saw an Eastern 
phoebe on April 18. 

He said it is the first insect 
eater to show up around his 
house. He also said he hoped 
to see swallows and bluebirds 
soon.

The eastern phoebe is a 
plump song bird with a medi-
um length tail, which it wags 
up and down while perched. It 
is about 5.5 to 6.7 inches long 
and has a small, thin beak. 
Phoebes are brownish gray 

a b o v e 
with a 
w h i t e 
b r e a s t 
and bel-
ly. The 
head is 
the dark-
est part 

on the bird. 
Phoebes prefer open 

woods such as yards and 
parks. They frequently con-
struct nests on buildings or 
under bridges under the pro-
tection of an eave or ledge. 
They lay two to six white 
eggs speckled with reddish 
brown and raise one or two 
broods. 

Flying insects make up the 
majority of their diet. They 
occasionally eat seeds and 
small fruits. They depend on 
low woody plants for forag-
ing perches were they watch 
for insects.

Bald eagle
I saw the mature bald 

eagle at my hayfield again. 
When I first saw it on Thurs-
day, April 24 he was perched 
in a dead tree by the beaver 
pond. Later in the day, the ea-
gle was sitting in an old great 
blue heron nest constructed in 
a nearby tree. 

A New Braintree resident 
saw a bald eagle at a small 
pond in that town. I wonder if 
it is the same eagle I’ve seen 
at my hayfield. The ponds are 
not that far apart.

Brimfield bird sightings
I received an email 

from a Brimfield resident 
on April 16. He said, “This 
week we had the first of the 
year brown-headed cowbird 
(three, one male and two fe-
males and towhee (one male) 
in the yard.” He said, “We 
hope the towhee isn’t the one 
that previously spent the sum-
mer attacking our windows. 
We had to put glass wax on 
the windows to reduce the 
reflection to get the bird to 
stop.” He read a recent news-
paper column about a pileat-
ed woodpecker attacking and 
breaking side view mirrors on 
vehicles, 20 mirrors and one 
windshield.

This resident makes visits 
to local ponds to bird watch. 
He said, “Last week in Mon-
son the rookery at Conant 
Brook had five nest, three 
with birds on or near the 
nests. In Warren the pond on 
New Reed Street continues to 
be a spot to see eagles. I saw 
two adult bald eagles there 

yesterday in addition to sev-
en common mergansers, all 
female and nine ring-necked 
ducks, one female and eight 
males.”

He continued, “The os-
prey in Warren are doing os-
prey things. I saw a bird bring 
two branches to the nest yes-
terday and also mating. There 
are four great blue heron nest 
at the pond on South Street 
in Warren. At least three are 
occupied. On Sunday we saw 
a pair of herons on the top of 
a broken off tree that is near 
the location where there was 
a nest last year, but the tree 
fell over during the winter. 
Yesterday the pair was at the 
same tree and it looks like 
they are building a nest. I 
wonder if this is the pair that 
had the nest in the tree that 
fell over?”

Other Brimfield report
On Monday, April 21 the 

Brimfield resident said, “A 
pair of broad-winged hawks 
nested between our proper-
ty and a neighbor’s last year. 
They texted my wife that 
there was a pair of broad-
wings circling over our house 
recently.”

He continued, “In the 
yard there are still a few jun-

co, but no new arrivals since 
the towhee and chipping 
sparrows showed up. Two 
female turkeys are fairly reg-
ular and a male is following 
them sometimes. Last week 
in Warren there was a pair of 
buffle-head ducks and it looks 
like incubation has begun at 
the osprey nest. I was there 
for almost an hour recently 
and the bird sitting on the nest 
never left or moved out of the 
deep part of the nest.”

Flying squirrel
The Brimfield resident 

reported, “When I was clean-
ing out the nesting boxes the 
other day I disturbed a flying 
squirrel. That has happened a 
couple of times when I clean 
the boxes in the spring.” I had 
a similar experience years 
ago when cleaning out a nest-
ing box.

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol .com 
or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005.

in my

By Ellenor Downer

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications
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BERRY KNOLL GARDENS
276 Fuller Street

Ludlow, MA 01056
• Annuals
• Geraniums
• 5” Accent Plants
• Bedding Plants

We have
a large

selection of:

A fine assortment of
Vegetable and Herb Plants We still have

 plenty of beautiful

FLOWERING
HANGERS
to choose from

Planting Season has just begun!

We Grow What We Sell

All plants are grown 
in our greenhouses 

from cuttings - 
Homegrown to 

perfection - 
NO GMOs! 

Find us on facebook at 
Berry Knoll Gardens

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

cause that color is more eas-
ily found through fog and/or 
overall nighttime settings. So, 
if a survivor is ever lost out at 
sea, they can be easily found 
by Coast Guards or people 
trying to help them,” Carney 
said.

The club shared with 
this project, they visited the 
Hampden Fire Department to 
present it, who then offered 
additional feedback on mak-
ing the batteries waterproof, 
putting in the top halves and 
the light color.

The sumobots, mean-
while, were a fun idea the 
club came up with after com-
petitions.

“We came in and Coach 
Kelly was like, ‘Hey, you 
guys want to do a fun proj-
ect?’ and, obviously, we like 
fun that’s why we’re in here,” 
Carney said. “And she told 
us that we had to make our 
own groups and build a robot 
that could--however way--
just win against the other. It 
had to stay inside of a hollow 
circle--like a black ring--and 
what most groups decided to 
do was add a light sensor so 
that when the sensor would 
go over the black outline of 
the circle, it would detect that 
less light is reflecting off of 
the sheet. So, it would back 
up to avoid getting itself out.”

Carney said the sumobots 
have sensors that look like red 
eyes.

“They are distance mea-
surers and if they realize 
that an object--which in this 
case, the robot--is very close 
to them, you can program it 
to charge full speed into the 
other to get that advantage to 
push the other robot out and 
catch it off-guard,” Carney 
said.

Blanchard joined the club 
the same year as Carney and 
learned about the first Lego 
League.

“I was really excited to 
get on to the competition and 
work with robots. I was really 
excited. I always liked tech-
nology like he said, coding 
is a very big part of it which 
I also learned a lot about,” 
Blanchard said.

Lam has been in the club 
for two years and joined in 
sixth grade, sharing his broth-
er was a part of it too.

“My family actually runs 
the Robotics Club--shout 
out to them--and my brother 
came before me. So, while he 
was gone off to Minnechaug, 
I had to step into his role,” 
Lam said.

Quintis Saviengvong loves 
how club members bring dif-
ferent backgrounds and ideas.

“It’s good to have peo-
ple of different backgrounds 
coming in. Like for example, 
Willis, his parents run this, 
but Reid, this is his first year. 
So, having people with differ-
ent ideas and different ways 
of thinking and learning how 
to work together with that is 
very important,” Saviengvong 
said.

Carney and Lam 
stressed the impor-
tance of STEM and 
teamwork.

“I think clubs 
like this are ex-
tremely important, 
especially with how 
fast technology is evolv-
ing and progressing. So 
valuable skills, especial-
ly learning to work with 
a team on specific proj-
ects, technology, coding, even 
some of the physics I men-
tioned to get it the way you 
work and precision are some 
really valuable skills that I 
think a lot of people should 
learn,” Carney said.

“Basically, clubs like this 
not only are good education-
al value, but you basically, 
also, become a better person. 
You basically learn how to be 
friendlier with others, work 
as a team because in the real 
world, teamwork is every-
thing,” Lam said.

Saviengvong noted pre-
sentation skills and commu-
nity engagement, citing two 
past trips to an Air Force base 
and Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute.

“Just seeing people in ac-
tion, learning about the differ-
ent trials and tribulations, but 
also learning the good things 
that come with working with 
the team and the social as-
pects and, also, learning how 
to present that’s a very im-
portant skill to go into robot-
ics,” Saviengvong said.

The club members en-

couraged anyone interested 
to join at any time and they’re 
always looking for new mem-
bers.

To learn more, contact Le-
ni-Sarah Boucher at lbouch-
er@hwrsd.org.

ROBOTICS from page 1

WMS Robotics WMS Robotics ClubClub

Members of the WMS Robotics Club demonstrate one of the missions from this year’s theme, 
which focused on the water and oceans.

The sumobots 
compete with each 
other in the hollow 
black circle.

A close-up shot of 
the sumobot, red 

eyes blazing.

Outside of the 
missions and 

sumobots, 
members 

also have an 
opportunity for 

creativity as 
shown here with 

this bow and 
arrow combo.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Poster boards display past and current projects the Wilbraham 
Middle School Robotics Club has done

WILBRAHAM – State 
Rep. Angelo J. Puppolo, Jr. 
(D-Springfield) stopped by 
Rice Fruit Farm on Tues-
day, April 15 to congratu-
late the Maloni Family on 
the celebration of their 10th 
Anniversary as the own-
ers of Rice Fruit Farm in 
Wilbraham. As part of his 
continued support of local 

entrepreneurs, their small 
businesses and their con-
tributions to the communi-
ty, Representative Puppolo 
presented Anthony Maloni 
with an official citation from 
the Massachusetts House of 
Representatives in recogni-
tion of giving new life to the 
Wilbraham landmark and 
family destination.

Puppolo congratulates 
Maloni family on 
10 years owning Rice’s

WILBRAHAM– Travel 
expert and professor Matt 
Davis will present “Life 
on an Unpredictable Plan-
et: Coping with the Threat 
of Natural Disasters” at the 
Wilbraham Public Library 
on Monday, May 19 at 6 
pm.

A significant percentage 
of the world’s population 
lives with threats posed by 
various natural hazards. 
Although deaths resulting 
from natural disaster events 
have decreased over time, 
the economic impacts, so-
cial disruption, and effects 
on our infrastructure have 
steadily increased. Drawing 
examples from his research 
at Italy’s Mt. Vesuvius and 

Washington’s Mt. Rainier, 
his experiences in the after-
math of Hurricane Katrina, 
and his work on earthquake 
preparedness efforts in Cal-
ifornia, Davis will explore 
the reasons people choose 
to live in risky places, some 
of the psychological factors 
that affect their percep-
tions of risk and likelihood 
of preparing for potential 
disasters, and factors that 
help in disaster recovery.

This free event is spon-
sored by the Wilbraham 
Friends of the Library. 
Registration is encouraged 
but not required. Sign up 
at wilbrahamlibrary.org, or 
call the library at 413-596-
6141.

Travel expert to discuss natural 
disasters at the  library
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This week in recreation

What to know about Spec Pond Beach
Dan Beauregard

Program Coordinator

WILBRAHAM - Sum-
mer is almost here, which 
means Spec Pond Beach 
will be opening soon. 
Here are some common 
questions we get about the 
Spec Pond Beach. 

What are the hours 
for the beach? Spec Pond 
Beach will be opening on 
Saturday, June 14th with 
the beach season end-
ing Sunday, August 17th. 
Beach hours are 11:00AM 
– 7:00PM June 14-July 27 
and 11:00 AM - 6:00PM 
July 28 - August 17, and 
the beach is open sev-
en days a week, weather 
pending.

What does Spec Pond 
Beach offer? Spec Pond 
Beach has Amy Sparkle 
Splash Pad, bathrooms, 
changing rooms, conces-
sion stand, a small pavil-
ion, docks and certified 
lifeguards on duty during 
beach hours. Additionally, 
the water is tested weekly 
for quality and safety.

Where is the beach lo-
cated? Spec Pond Beach is 
located at the Spec Pond 
Recreational Complex 
at 45C Post Office Park, 
Wilbraham off of Boston 
Road.

How much does it cost 
to enter Spec Pond Beach? 
Residents and non-resi-
dents can purchase season 
passes or a day pass for 
Spec Pond Beach. Day 
passes can be bought at 

the concession stand at 
the beach (cash only). For 
residents a day pass is $4 
for adults and teens 13+ 
and $3 for children 12 and 
under and senior citizens 
62+. For non-residents a 
day pass is $6 for adults 
and teens 13+ and $5 for 
children 12 and under 
and senior citizens 62+. 
Season Passes can be pur-
chased online until June 
12th and in the WPRD Of-
fice or at the Concession 
Stand any time during the 
beach season. 

Is fishing allowed? 
During open beach hours, 
fishing is not allowed from 
the shore or from the dock. 
Outside of beach hours 
(11:00 AM – 7:00 PM), 
fishing is permitted.

Can I use a kayak, ca-
noe, or paddle board at the 
pond? During open beach 
hours, boating is not al-
lowed from the shore or 
from the dock. Outside of 
beach hours (11:00 AM – 
7:00 PM), boating is per-
mitted.

Lifeguard Positions: As 
the beach season approach-
es we are currently looking 
to add a couple more life-
guards to our staff. If you 
or someone you know is 
interested please contact 
the Wilbraham Parks & 
Recreation Department at 
413-596-2816. 

For more information 
and to purchase your Sea-
son Pass online, please 
visit WilbrahamRec.com

Turley photos by Danielle Muir

Cheryl Wesolowski checks out a book at the book sale.

cookbooks, biographies, po-
etry and more.  

The least expensive book 
costs 25 cents, while the most 
expensive one is priced at $1. 

The annual book sale 
matters because it supports 
vital community services the 
library couldn’t offer other-
wise. 

“The book sale is the big-
gest fundraiser that the Wil-
braham Public Library has. 
We use it towards library pro-
grams for all ages,” Ball said.  

At a time when town 
budgets are tight, the sale 
provides critical support and 
gives residents a way to give 
back while encouraging a 
love of reading.

The sale is planned each 
year by the Friends of the Li-
brary, a volunteer group that 
exists to support the Wilbra-
ham Public Library. If you 
wish to become a volunteer, 
you can get involved through 
their website. 

“We’re always looking 
for volunteers because we do 
other fundraising activities 
throughout the year as well,” 
Marty Lyman, a member of 
the Friend’s board said.  “The 
job of the Friends is to support 
the library with programs and 
children’s events and summer 
reading programs.” 

Community members 
donate gently used books 
throughout the year, and 
what is not sold will go to a 
bookseller, making the event 
environmentally friendly and 
cost-effective. Volunteers 
spend weeks sorting and pric-
ing books ahead of the event.

A Wilbraham resident, 
Gabrielle Lange, was im-
pressed with the offerings. 

“This is really awesome. 
It’s a great way to find chil-
dren’s books,” Lange said. 

Natalie Proulx, a frequent 
library user, added, “It brings 
connection to like-minded 
people searching for partic-
ular genres. I’ve connect-
ed with a couple of people 
through this.”

Teachers, parents and ca-
sual readers combed through 
the selections with baskets in 
hand. Too.

“I’m a teacher, so I’m 
always looking for picture 
books,” Cetera Moore said. “I 
think events like this encour-
age reading and are great for 
my budget.”

Susan Bloomberg, a long-
time supporter, summed up 
the spirit of the event: “It’s 
great when people get orga-
nized and do things to help 
out their neighbors or the 
place they live.”

With another successful 
year behind them, the Friends 
of the Library plan to con-
tinue the book sale tradition. 
Organizers hope to expand 
their outreach and attract even 
more volunteers next year. 

In the meantime, the funds 
raised will go directly toward 
enriching library services for 
people of all ages. 

The library book sale is 
good since, “You find the 
books you love at a discount-
ed price, and you’re support-
ing the library as well—it’s 
the best of both worlds,” 
James Card mentioned.

To learn more about the 
Friends, visit www.wilbra-
hamlibrary.org/friends.asp.

BOOKS from page 1

James Card, a frequent 
buyer at the annual 
Book Sale, checks out 
this year’s offerings.

Natalie Proulx 
peruses the 

selections for 
her next read.

HAMPDEN - The 
Friends of the Hampden 
Senior Center would like to 
announce this event coming 
up - PLEASE SAVE THE 
DATE!!

Friday May 16,  from 
Noon to 2 p.m. Pro Shred 
will be in the parking lot of 
The Hampden Senior Cen-
ter, 104 Allen Street Hamp-
den. 

This event will 
be  FREE  to all of you.   
Please bring your documents 
and papers that need to be 
shredded and they will be 
taken care of on the prem-
ises.   

The limit is five small 
boxes or five small bags 
from each car. 

This event is sponsored 
by The Friends of The 
Hampden Senior Citizens 
and although it is free we 
will gladly accept any mon-
etary donation.  These dona-
tions fund the programs and 
events that are held at the 
center for all who attend.  

Please feel free to contact 
Joan Shea at 413-566-8224 
with any questions or con-
cerns.   

Once again thank you for 
your participation and gener-
osity with all our events. 

Friends of Hampden
Senior Citizens announce 
upcoming events

WILBRAHAM - The 
13th annual “Run for Rice’s 
5K Road Race” will be held 
on Saturday, June 7, 2025 at 
9 a.m.  

This popular, fami-
ly-friendly 5K road race 
begins at Christ the King 
– Epiphany Church, 758 
Main Street, Wilbraham, 
MA, and winds through a 
flat, fast course in surround-
ing neighborhoods, ending 
at Rice Fruit Farm across 
the street from the start.  
Pre-registration fee for run-
ners and walkers is $20, 
while day-of-race registra-
tion is $25.  

Ages 18 and under regis-

tration is $15 including day-
of registration. 

The first 150 registered 
runners by May 13, 2023 
will receive our famous race 
t-shirt featuring the “Run-
ning Apple” logo, and all 
registered runners will re-
ceive a free Rice Fruit Farm 
ice cream with their bib 
number on day of race only. 
Cash prizes will be awarded 
in several categories, and all 
proceeds benefit the Min-
nechaug Land Trust.  

Race day registration 
will be open from 7:30 a.m. 
until 8:45 a.m.  Online reg-
istration is available at Run-
SignUp.com.

Run for Rice’s 5K Road 
Race set for June 7

HAMPDEN - The fol-
lowing trips are being ar-
ranged at the Hampden Sr 
Ctr, 104 Allen St, Hampden; 
prices include the driver’s 
tip.

Mon, July 14 - The New-
port Playhouse, “It’s Your 
Funeral” a traditional com-
ical farce, All you can eat 
buffet, Show and Cabaret - 
$132pp.

Tues, Sept 30 - Lakeside 
Turkey Train (Lake Win-
nipesaukee) Harts Turkey 
Dinner on board, Country 
Farm Store stop (on own) & 

NH Liquor Store - $140pp.
Mon, Dec 8 - The Aqua 

Turf Club “Rock This Town 
Orchestra” - Coffee on ar-
rival, delicious family-style 
lunch, Swinging ‘50s and 
‘60s tunes - $127pp.

Flyers are available at 
the Senior Center or via 
email. Full Payment Dead-
lines are approximately two 
weeks before the event.

Questions/comments, 
please call Bobbi at 413-
566-8271 or email  bobbi-
jg2@charter.net.

Upcoming HSC Trips
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COMMUNITY
BULLETIN BOARD

Heidi Pafumi
Realtor®

(413)
687-4339

Heidip413@gmail.com

Licensed MA & CT

136 Dwight Road
Longmeadow, MA

Sellers,
It’s Time 
to Seas 

the Market!
(Strong Competition 

& High Demand!)

Readers are encouraged to send in 
medium to high resolution photos 

for this page by e-mail to 
krivers@turley.com or

mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 

WILBRAHAMWILBRAHAM
HAMPDENHAMPDEN

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Send us in
your 

announcements!
Happy Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run 

here free of charge, please keep it 

to less than 50 words.

Please send to krivers@turley.com

Submitted photos Mary Bell

WPL thanks volunteers at 
annual Volunteer Breakfast

On April 27, the Wilbraham Public Library held their annual 
Volunteer Breakfast to thank volunteers for their time in sup-
porting the library.

Times in the Bahamas

Submitted photo and caption Donna Croteau

Scott and Donna Croteau of Hampden Celebrated their 25 
year Anniversary with daughters Ava and Leah during April 
vacation on a Royal Caribbean Cruise to the Bahamas.

Historic Trio…
Times photo and caption Charlie Bennet

t

Wilbraham historians Dave 
Bourcier (left), President, and 

Charlie Bennett (right) trustee, 
of the Wilbraham Atheneum 

Society, welcomed guest speaker 
Rich Howell to the Old Meeting 

House Museum Open House 
May 4. Howell talked about the 

250th anniversary of the Battles 
of Concord and Lexington and 

when the Green Mountain Boys 
took over Ft. Ticonderoga. (Karen 

Geaghan photo)

WFD wishes good luck to 
Special Olympics participants

Photo and caption courtesy of Wilbraham Fire Department 

Congratulations to all the amazing students across the district 
who participated in the Special Olympics events today! While 
conducting our year-end fire drill at Soule Rd School, we had 
the opportunity to join the staff in the welcome back parade as 
athletes returned from their events.

Photos and caption courtesy of Hampden Police Department 

HPD looking to identify driver
The Hampden 
Police 
Department 
is looking to 
identify this 
individual 
in regards 
to a larceny 
at Monson 
Savings Bank 
which took place on May 4. Anyone with information is 
asked to contact Detective Roath: 413-566-8011 x6212.
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
5/15/25-5/21/255/15/25-5/21/25

USDA INSP. FROZEN

HASH BROWN PATTIES 15 CT ......

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 2 LB BAG ................

$399
lb

ea
$399

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. SUPERIOR ON MAIN

MINI ECLAIRS JUMBO PAK 15 CT .... $999

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$1599
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE DUCKS ..............................

$135
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB BAG .............

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORKLOIN RIBEND or
LOINEND ROAST ..................

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORKLOIN 
CHOPS or ROAST ................

$188
lb

$277

lb
$399

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
SWISS CHEESE ....................$499

lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ..............$299

$499
lb

BEEF SHOULDER
LONDON BROILUSDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI 

DOMESTIC HAM....................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF RIBEYE
$1029

lb

$369
USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS 
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS ............. lb

CUTCUT
FREEFREE

GREAT ON THE GRILL

90 MEAT’S SPRING BOX FAMILY BUNDLE
Check Our Website For Details

$60
each

the cost is. We’ve been over 
to that resident’s home at least 
two times. He’s really con-
cerned about how his proper-
ty is going to be impacted by 
this.”

After Selectboard Mem-
ber John Flynn noted that the 
residence had no detection for 
PFAS and is the farthest from 
the district, he made this sug-
gestion.

“Is there a way that we 
can talk to DEP and have this 
location removed from the 
list?” Flynn said.

Plaster explained the com-
mission has tried.

“We asked if we could 
take some of these homes 
off the consideration list and 

they were reluctant to support 
that,” Plaster said.

Water District Commis-
sion Member Paul Garwacki 
confirmed this was correct.

“(They) don’t seem ready 
to make any kind of changes,” 
Garwacki said.

Garwacki then passed 
out a document to the board 
highlighting three options for 
residents who do not want to 
hook up to the water district, 
explaining he and Plaster 
looked at that residence.

“Going on site, it’s a lot 
more work than I think any-
body realized,” Garwacki 
said.

Selectboard Member 
Craig Rivest said this.

“I thought from conversa-
tions prior, he didn’t want to 
hook up originally,” Rivest 

said.
“Well, he feels like they’re 

between a rock and a hard 
place. He’s worried that if 
he passes up on this and 
down the road, they have a 
hit, he’s going to be on the 
hook for the whole thing him-
self,” Garwacki said. “So, he 
doesn’t want to pass it up but 
he’s concerned about--what is 
it, 900 feet?”

After Plaster affirmed yes, 
Garwacki said this.

“It’s a long way up and 
we walked it,” Garwacki said. 
“There’s two streams, there’s 
boulders everywhere.”

“So, when engineering 
went in there to lay all the 
plans, did they account for 
any of that?” Rivest said.

Garwacki was unsure.
“Quite honestly, I think 

those were estimates because 
John and I have walked on 
other properties and the prints 
and reality are two different 
things. But, the impact is mi-
nor...” Garwacki said. “The 
estimate right now we have 
is $90,000 and I think there’s 
significant upside on that. We 
met with the Baltazar crew 
and they walked it with us and 
they’re scratching their head 
going, ‘We got to get some 
numbers on this.’”

Flynn asked about option 
one, which was to do no re-
mediation but continue to test.

“Is option one a real op-
tion? Can we do nothing?” 
Flynn said.

Garwacki said yes.
“That’s the option I would 

recommend is option one,” 
Garwacki said.

“We can do nothing and 
we’ll just be on the hook for 
testing,” Rivest said.

“Yeah, you would just 
have to continue testing. We 
don’t have to hook up,” Gar-
wacki said.

Garwacki reiterated how 
the water had no detection 
when tested.

“He’s happy with the wa-
ter,” Garwacki said.

“He really would support 
option one,” Plaster said. “As 
long as he knows that if we all 
of a sudden we start detecting 
PFAs or any of the VOCCs.”

After Chair Don Daven-
port suggested that’s when a 
filter could be put in, Plaster 
agreed.

“We’ll take care of it,” 
Plaster said. “We could go to 
option three.”

“Option three is what he 
would like to do if option one 
wasn’t available,” Garwacki 
said.

The testing cost for option 
one would be $2,100 a year.

When Domina noted the 
testing costs for option three 
“were the same as well,” this 
was also confirmed to be cor-
rect.

“The test would stay the 
same. If you are at the ex-
pense over 10 years, it’s a 
third of hooking up. We’re 
looking at 30 years,” Garwac-
ki said.

Rivest recalled from the 
meeting with DEP if filtration 
would be required for positive 
hits.

“If it’s coming up clean 
time and time again, they 
wouldn’t require filtration,” 
Rivest said.

“Correct,” Plaster and 
Garwacki said.

“So, right now it would 
just be annual testing costs,” 
Rivest said.

When Rivest later asked if 
the three homes that had not 
responded had tested positive, 
it was clarified they had not.

“So, they’re all negative 
and we’ve had no interaction 
with them. We can’t get a 
hold of them through multi-
ple tries, certified letters and 
whatnot,” Rivest said. “So, I 
would say if there’s three that 
have no responses after cer-
tified letters, we just take no 
action.”

After further discussion, 
Flynn said this after agreeing 
on 129 Scantic Rd. for option 
one.

“I still don’t think it’s a 
bad idea to keep the dialogue 
open with DEP and say, ‘Is 
there a way to mitigate the 
district map as we go for-
ward?’” Flynn said.

Plaster summarized the 
overall project as “moving 
along very well.”

“We’re in the second week 
of digging. They ran across 
some pretty good size rocks in 
the corner of South Monson 
Road, but that set them back 
a week,” Plaster said. “Now 
they got past it and they’re 
working up South Monson.”

For the pump station, 
clearance has begun.

The board then thanked 
the commission for their 
work, agreeing to have the 
homeowner be on option one 
and kept on the testing sched-
ule.

Updates will continue 
with hopes to finish by this 
fall at the latest.

UPDATES from page 1

SCHOOLS

WILBRAHAM - The 
following students received 
Honor Roll status for the 
Term 3 marking period at 
Wilbraham Middle School.  
Distinguished Honors is all 
A’s in all subjects; Honors is 
all A’s and/or B’s in all sub-
jects.

Distinguished Honors
 Grade 8   

Teddy Acquah, Zakaria 
Ardolino, Alison Aucoin, 
Sireen Awkal, Ariana Bal-
wa, Thomas Brogle, Bailey 
Burgmyer, Jason Cao, No-
lan Carney, Juliana Coffey, 
Ryan Criscitelli, Sadie Dos 
Santos, Grace Falzone, Char-
lotte Fitzgerald, Kathryn Ful-
ton, James Gallagher, Olivia 
Gaudreau, Aviana Gomez, 
Olivia Goodrow, Teaghan 
Haluch, Isabel Horne, Tyler 
Hoskinson, Jackson Hulse-
berg, Alexandra Jaslanek, 
Elizabeth Jourdain, William 
Kern, Jillian Lajeunesse, 
Willis Lam, Griffin Litch-
field, Owen Lucarelle, Ashley 
Manning, Michael Murray, 
Owen Piquette, Lara Riberdy, 
Logan Richard, Sierra Rocha, 
Jackson Rust, Quintis Sav-
iengvong, Kayla Smith, Ian 
Stratton, Sean Tillberry, Na-
thaniel Tirabassi, Maya Usher

Honors – Grade 8   
Goudy Abuata, Marga-

ret Babbs, Kenneth Bagley, 
Evan Barcome, Olivia Bar-
nett, Charlotte Beaulieu, 
Lauren Beaulieu, Joshua 
Branham, Nicholas Bret-
ta, Nolan Burke, Benjamin 
Butts, Charlotte Castellano, 
Xavier Catellier, Emilia Con-
nors, Oliver Cunha, Madelyn 
D’Amore, Nathan Demetri, 
Amelia DePace, Kayla Dool-

ey, Owen Downey, Keeley 
Doyle, Liam Doyle, Azariy 
Eskandarinejad, Dina Fer-
rentino, Jack Ford, Austin 
Fortune, Eva Gagliarducci, 
Nicole Grabowski, Judah 
Gunn, Lily Guo, Tegan Ha-
luch, Max Harrigan, Syed 
Hashmi, Lauren Hoar, Ted 
Holt, Collin Kennedy, Aurora 
Kirton, Kaitlyn Labadorf, So-
phie Laliberte, Ella Landry, 
Christie Lang, Daniel Lareau, 
Lucas Lawrence, Johanna 
Lewis, Jackson McCullough, 
Summer McInnes, Madelyn 
McNabb, Joy Mendonca, 
Noah Metzger, Emily Meuni-
er, Gavin Meunier, Louis Mo-
rin, Charlotte Moses, Cohen 
Nelson, Evan Niemi, Brielle 
Nieves, Ethan Nunlist, Ava 
O’Connor, Madeleine O’Sul-
livan, Brayden Pacifico, Jack 
Parastatidis, Ava Pelloso, Me-
gan Pronovost, Mason Quin-
tana, Camden Rodrigues, 
Colton Rogers, Annelyse 
Roszko, Ava Rowe, Mallory 
Sample, Marcello Severino, 
Emmett Shattuck, Liam Shat-
tuck, Adrielle Sheridan, Abi-
gail Stachowicz, Kyle Steb-
bins, Peyton Sullivan, Liam 
Sutherland, Stepan Syrota, 
Carolena Tangredi, Nicholas 
Tracy, Addison Trosky  Jo-
seph Twarog-DeJura, Grace 
Tzoumas, Annelise Waldron, 
Mason Waskiewicz, Caitlyn 
Wetherbe , Shannon Wietecha 
, Mia Yvon, Jacob Zanetti

Distinguished Honors 
Grade 7   

Cassandra Alvarez, Au-
brey Appleby, Molly Baroni, 
Dylan Bean, Reid Blanchard, 
Brenna Bryan, Rose Chris-
tensen, Emery Dyer, Maycie 
Eldridge, Peyton Eusebio, 
Cody Feit, Nora Fontaine, 

Ryenne Fountain, Martin 
Garcia, Jada Haqq, Oliver 
Hart, Gavin Hisgen, Jasper 
Hulseberg, Rieland Kearney 
, Nicholas Kennedy, Bree 
Kiernan, Andrew Kmelius, 
Jack Lapalm, Madeline Lee, 
Adeline Look, Julia Magee, 
Logan Mangar, Vivian McIn-
tyre, Zahra Minhaj, Joseph 
Montano, Kristina Monteiro, 
Maeghan Morris, Andrew 
Mullen, Mia Newman, Des-
mond O’Brien, Shana Oguku, 
Sunmi Oh, Mya Pafumi, Ab-
igail Patterson, Logan Pryor, 
William Roberts, Alexan Ro-
bles-Blasenak, Jaxson Rog-
ers, Christopher Romano, 
Grace Romano, Greta Rust, 
Epi Sanchez, Jamie Scliopou, 
Jackson Shanley, Madelyn 
Smith, Cole Thomas, Ashley 
Wetherbe, Brenna Woyto-
wicz, Kylie Zamorski

Honors – Grade 7  
Aruneesan Anurathan, 

Mason Axiotis, Alaina Bailey, 
Brielle Bailey, Dante Bon-
tempi, Jayden Bortz, Madelyn 
Boudreau, Alianna Brandoli, 
Madeline Britt, Jack Christo-
fori, Annastazia Claudio, Ja-
cob DeGray, Isabella DePace, 
Leo Deziel, Joseph Dickson, 
Cooper Donovan, Julian Du-
gan-Costa, Timothy Euber, 
Alaina Giombetti, McKinley 
Jaeger, Brynn Kennedy, Del-
aney Kinsman, Daide Kupis, 
Oliver Lamb, Emma Lewis, 
Siobhan Mahoney, Therese 
Mathias, Sophia Mazzaferro, 
Ryan Minns, Vivian Mirisis, 
Josiah Morales, Sebasti Mo-
rales-Garcia, Emily Mumper, 
Michelle Ohemeng, Joshua 
Pelletier, Ryleigh Picard, 
Kennady Raymond, Lyla 
Raymond, Gage Ring, David 
Roberts, Garrett Roberts, Jake 
Salemi, Natalia Savlick, Os-
kar Schmidt, Hayden Senft, 
Louise Shaughnessey, Kate-
lyn Sheehan, Jessica Soukup, 
Clara Steele, Maxwell Syl-
vester, Lucas Tassinari, Al-
anna Thouin, Jaxson Walker, 
Samuel Webster, Caitlin We-
ichselbaumer, Carter Witruk, 
Owen Wright

Distinguished Honors 
 Grade 6 

Logan Abdelmaseh, Am-
ber Antunes, Tia Assaf, Aria 
Balwa, Oliver Bergeron, Ol-
ivia Beston, Matthew Brogle, 

Sophia Cantalini, Angelica 
Capatina, Sadie Casella, Ol-
ivia Chen, Nathaniel Cho-
inski , Philip Costello, Mary 
Dos Santos, Honora Farrell, 
Natalie Fol, John Guerin, Zoe 
Harrigan, Sawyer Haugh, 
Nora Hegarty, Grayson 
Householder, Emma How-
land, Enzo Imbriglio, Emily 
Jourdain, Eva Kellogg, Gavin 
Kern, Brooke Kmelius, Jessi-
ca Kwajewski, Leo Langone, 
Anthony Lapomardo, Claire 
Lareau, Jayden Lopez, Kath-
erine Lotterer, Ella Luszcz, 
Molly MacEachern, Caro-
line Maziarz, Lucas Morrow, 
Olive Reed, Ava Ricketts, 
Taesha Rowe-Singleton, Mia 
Santos, Sophia Schott, Au-
drey Scott, Nicolas Siciliano, 
Paige Smith, Anna Steele, 
Kayla Vanderleeden, Allie 
Whittier, Caira Williams, Evi-
anna Wright

Honors – Grade 6
Alexis Adames , Pheo-

be Babineau, Amalia Balta-
zar, Owen Benninger, Avery 
Blume, Margaret Brannigan, 
Bella Brown, Cassidy Bryan, 
Emily Burke, Jackson Chap-
pel, Ella Coviello, Aaryis 
Crespo, Cameron DeForest, 
Audriana Desousa, Quinn 
Folli, Jack Ford, Maxwell 
Gawron, Taleya Gunn, Car-
ter Hanks, Sophia Haygood, 
Charlotte Hemingway, Gavin 
Hoar, Brennan Hoey, Lu-
cas Inguagiato, Grace Keith, 
Hayden Kelley, Noah Kel-
ly, Liam Knowlton, Michael 
Lafield, Eli Laravee, Jayden 
Lewis, Rylee Lopes, Zara 
Lotterer, Amyr Ly, Caroline 
Maserati, Savannah McNabb, 
Cole Michael, Adriana Mon-
teleone, Ellis Nelson, Merliah 
Nguyen, Joelky Nunez De 
Jesus, Nora O’Connor, Adri-
ana Pafumi, Betty Pagoaga, 
Colin Paige, Lilly Peltier, 
Stella Petit, Austin Piquette, 
Axel Reed, Madison Rik-
er, Brayden Rivest, Audrey 
Roach, Taishla Rowe-Single-
ton, Summer Saleh, Damien 
Sasen, Anthony Soto-Tovar, 
Samantha Strange, Vivian 
Stromwall, Connor Sullivan, 
Malaysia Tessier, Juliany Tor-
res, Kayson Twarog-DeJura, 
Jake Vanderleeden, Carter 
Verteramo, Justina Wojto-
wicz, Ella Wrisley, Samuel 
Zanetti, Ariel Zhou

Wilbraham Middle School Honor Roll

Holyoke Community 
College is proud to an-
nounce that 87 HCC stu-
dents have been accepted 
for membership into the 
Alpha Xi Omega chapter 
of the Phi Theta Kappa 
national honor society for 
2025. Students are invited 
to join Phi Theta Kappa 

when they have com-
pleted 15 college credits 
while maintaining a GPA 
of 3.5 or higher.

HCC’s 2025 inductees 
were celebrated during 
a campus celebration on 
Monday, May 5.

Hampden:
Kathleen O’Donnell.

HCC celebrates Phi Theta 
Kappa inductees

BRAINTREE - Thay-
er Academy in Braintree 
- an independent coed day 
school for grades 5-12 - re-
cently announced its Mid-
dle School grades 5-8 Hon-

or rolls for its Second Term. 
Students include:

From Wilbraham:
Honors
Solwazi Browne-Vargas

Thayer Academy Middle School 
Second Term Honor Rolls

WILBRAHAM - The 
Wi l b r a h a m - H a m p d e n 
Scholarship Foundation 
has mailed raffle tickets to 
every home and business 
in the town of Wilbraham 
and Hampden.   You should 
have received your gold-
en tickets in the mail last 
week!   All proceeds go to 
our scholarship fund which 
benefits the seniors of Min-
nechaug Regional High 
School.   Tickets are $25 
and are tax-deductible as 
our organization is recog-
nized under Section 501(c)
(3) of the IRS code.  Prizes 

include a $1000 gift certif-
icate to Manny’s TV and 
Appliance, a 1-year Family 
Membership to the YMCA, 
Red Sox tickets, $300 Big 
Y gift card and other fab-
ulous items and gift cards, 
donated by local businesses.  
If you didn’t receive a tick-
et in the mail or would like 
to purchase more, please 
email  wilbrahamhampden-
scholarship@gmail.com.  
For more information, 
please visit our website at 
Wilbraham-hampdenschol-
arshipfoundation.org. 

Wilbraham-Hampden Scholarship 
Foundation annual raffle

SPRINGFIELD - State 
Representative Angelo J. 
Puppolo, Jr. (D- SPRING-
FIELD), is pleased to an-
nounce that the Town of 
Wilbraham has been award-
ed $8,300 grant for the 
Student Awareness of Fire 
Education (SAFE) program 
and a $4,000 grant for the 
Senior SAFE program for a 
total of $12,300.

“I am pleased to have 
supported this critical fund-
ing to help Wilbraham con-
tinue these  life-saving pro-
grams,” stated Puppolo.

Since 1995, the Depart-
ment of Fire Safety’s (DFS) 
SAFE grant program has 
supported firefighter-educa-
tors who deliver age-appro-
priate fire safety education 
to kids and teens across 
Massachusetts, provid-
ing students with firsthand 
knowledge of the dangers 
associated with fire and 

age-appropriate information 
on fire safety, prevention, 
and protection. In that time, 
the SAFE program has been 
linked to a 79% decrease in 
child fire fatalities. 

In 2014, the DFS 
launched the Senior SAFE 
program, which is geared 
toward another vulnerable 
population – older adults, 
who face a disproportionate 
risk of death or serious in-
jury in a fire. Senior SAFE 
programs support fire, car-
bon monoxide, and other 
life safety education pro-
grams, particularly at senior 
centers, councils on aging 
and through home visits.

The S.A.F.E. and Senior 
SAFE programs are among 
the reasons Massachusetts 
ranks as one of the most 
fire-safe states in the nation. 
Both programs are funded 
by the Legislature and ad-
ministered by the DFS.

Representative Puppolo 
announces $12,300 
in Grant funds awarded 
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AGAWAM – Veronica Oui-
met had a triple and a home run 
and drove in four runs for the 
Falcons, but it was not enough 
as Agawam came back from 
down two runs to defeat Min-
nechaug 6-5 last Thursday af-
ternoon at Borgatti Park. Avery 
Gordon had a triple and two 
RBI and pitched a complete 

game for the Brownies. Payton 
Malanson and Madelyn Pajer 
had two hits each. Agawam is 
now 9-5 on the season and has 
qualified for the state tourna-
ment with the win. Minnechaug 
fell to 5-8 on the season. The 
teams were able to beat heavy 
rains coming into the area to get 
the game in.

Agawam softball comes back to beat Chaug

Ava Peabody fouls off a pitch. Abigail Camire sends a pitch home.

Veronica Ouimet puts a charge into this swing for a 
triple.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Kaelyn Dionne throws to first.
Brooklyn Rosas shuffles off first 
base.

Falcons 
fall to 
Comp

WILBRAHAM – 
The Minnechaug Re-
gional High School boys 
volleyball team fell at 
home last Tuesday night 
to a powerful Chicop-
ee Comprehensive team 
3-1. After winning the 
first two sets, Comp fell 
to Chaug 25-13 in the 
third set. The momentum 
did not carry for the Fal-
cons as they lost 25-14 
in the fourth set to give 
Comp a win. Comp im-
proved to 9-7 for the year 
while the Falcons are 
3-13. Alexander Rivera 
had 13 kills for the Colts 
while Darren Duah led 
Chaug with 10 kills.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Kevin Cordova gets a spike.

Brenan Rost sets up a 
possible spike.

Andon Cordova sends a 
serve away.

Brady Laliberte 
sends a spike 

attempt down.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Even though 
there are a bunch of first-year 
players listed on the Western 
Mass. Pioneers roster, the 
main objective remains the 
same.

The Pioneers will be look-
ing to qualify for the USL 
League Two playoffs for the 
sixth time since 2019.

“We do have a lot of new 
players this year,” said Pio-
neers head coach Federico 
Molinari following his team’s 
8-0 victory in a friendly 
against Southwest FC at Lu-
sitano Stadium last Saturday 
night. “We’re going to try 
our best to compete during 
the regular season and we’re 
hoping to make the playoffs 

again. Six or seven more 
players will be arriving next 
week.”

Molinari, who has been 
coaching the Pioneers since 
2012, will be coaching the 
New England Mutiny once 
again this year. He’s also the 
Director of Coaching for the 
Western United Pioneers.

“Federico is one of the 
best soccer coaches that I’ve 
been around,” said Pioneers 
General Manager Joe Ferrara. 
“He does an outstanding job 
of making adjustments during 
each match. He also com-
municates very well with the 
players.” 

The Pioneers, who were 
founded in 1998, finished in 
second place in the Northeast 
Division a year ago with an 
11-1-2 regular season record. 

After defeating FC Motown 
STA, 3-1, in extra time in an 
Eastern Conference quali-
fying round match, they lost 
to Lionsbridge FC,2-1, in the 
conference quarterfinals.

“We’ve made the playoffs 
during the past six years, but 
we haven’t won the cham-
pionship title yet,” Ferrara 
said. “We do have one of the 
toughest schedules in our 

conference this year.”
The Pioneers are sched-

uled to open the 2025 cam-
paign with a pair of road 
matches against Boston City 
and the Albany Rush before 
hosting league rival the Sea-
coast United Phantoms in 
the home opener at 7:30 p.m. 

Pioneers test team in ‘Friendly’ game, 
look forward to season opener

Jared Smith returns to Western Mass. this season.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Kawame Adu-Gyamfi is among the returning players for the 
Pioneers this season.

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

Rainouts are a part of 
every spring, especially for 
baseball and softball. But 
some seasons are more ex-
cessive than others.

As it stands, the spring 
season is the shortest regu-
lar season during the school 
year, starting in the first 
week of April and only last 
until the third or fourth week 
of May. The new state play-
off system implemented in 
2021 further shortened the 
spring season, as the sec-
tional playoffs now take 
place a week earlier.

While there has already 
been a lot of rain this spring, 

this past week has been the 
worst of it, with some ar-
eas of Western and Central 
Mass. getting between four 
and six inches of rain com-
bined throughout the week.

While sports like la-
crosse, which is played on 
artificial turf in many places, 
and boys volleyball which 
is played indoors, have 
been largely unaffected, 
other sports have not been 
so lucky. Baseball, softball, 
tennis, and track have taken 
big hits, with lots of games, 
meets, and matches needing 
to be rescheduled. And time 
is running out.

Andy Rogers, who has 
the tall task of scheduling 

Rain hampers schedule, 
leads to extension of 
cutoff date for playoffs

Please see RAIN, page 12

Please see PIONEERS, 
page 13
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Two-person German 

submarine
  6. 60-minute intervals 

(abbr.)
  9. Database management 

system
 13. Vertical position
 14. American jazz singer 

Irene
 15. Ancient Greek City
 16. Former Senate Majority 

Leader Harry
 17. Japanese seaport
 18. Self-immolation by fire 

ritual
 19. Assigns tasks
 21. Beloved type of cigar
 22. Discounts
 23. Cambodian communist 

leader Pot
 24. Important football 

position
 25. Kilometers per hour
 28. Lentil
 29. Extremely angry
 31. Yellow-flowered 

European plant
 33. American state
 36. Some are made by 

rabbits
 38. Express with a head 

movement
 39. Affair
 41. Cured
 44. Youth organization
 45. 18-year astronomical 

period
 46. Automobile
 48. Focus a shot
 49. The NFL’s big game 

(abbr.)
 51. Mouth
 52. Infections
 54. Curved pieces of a 

horse collar
 56. Shameless
 60. Assist in escaping
 61. Capuchin monkey 

genus
 62. Cold wind
 63. Retired Brazilian NBAer
 64. Tropical Old World tree
 65. Bulgarian city

 66. Speak indistinctly
 67. Soviet Socialist Republic
 68. Between-meal 

sustenance

CLUES DOWN
  1. Not soft
  2. Sharp-pointed dueling 

sword
  3. Line a roof
  4. Greek god of the 

underworld
  5. Software
  6. Large-headed elongated 

fishes
  7. Shag rugs
  8. Type of whale
  9. Lacking a plan
 10. Spill the beans
 11. Some is “heavy”
 12. One who has been 

canonized
 14. Indicate times
 17. Greeting
 20. Broadway actor Josh
 21. Seashore
 23. Indicates before

 25. Electrical power unit
 26. Destitute
 27. Drags forcibly
 29. Impropriety
 30. Word forms
 32. Equal to 10 meters
 34. Neither
 35. Computer language
 37. Practice of aging film or 

TV characters (abbr.)
 40. A woolen cap of 

Scottish origin
 42. A promise
 43. Challenges
 47. Official
 49. People living in 

Myanmar
 50. Notable tower
 52. Type of sword
 53. Vaccine developer
 55. Listing
 56. Summertime insects
 57. Concluding passage
 58. Guitarist Clapton
 59. Damp and musty
 61. Central nervous system
 65. Against

SPORTS

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds had 
another prolific season as a 
community partner to 
numerous orga-
nizations and 
causes in the 
Western Mass 
region. Through 
the franchise’s 
“Together We 
Can” Community Partner-
ship with M&T Bank, the 
Thunderbirds made more 
than 400 player and mascot 
visits in the area during the 
season while also raising 
more than $100,000 for char-
ity.

“As we approach our 10th 
anniversary, our commitment 
to being a true champion for 
the Western Massachusetts 
community has never been 
stronger,” said Thunderbirds 
President Nathan Costa. 
“That core principle contin-
ues to guide everything we 
do. Partners like M&T Bank, 
who share our passion for lo-
cal impact, have been instru-
mental in helping us expand 
our reach and deepen our ef-
forts across the Pioneer Val-
ley. Each year, we’re inspired 
by the remarkable generosity 
and spirit of giving through-
out the 413, and we’re hon-
ored to play a meaningful 
role in lifting up those who 
call this region home.”

“M&T Bank is proud to 
partner with the Springfield 
Thunderbirds’ “Together We 
Can” campaign and honored 
to play a role in strengthening 
the communities in the Pio-
neer Valley in such a mean-
ingful way,” said M&T Bank 
Senior Vice President Mau-
reen Picknally. “We are deep-
ly committed to our com-
munity partners and strive 
to make a positive impact in 
peoples’ lives and in the com-
munities we serve.”

The 2024-25 season fur-
ther showcased the T-Birds’ 
dedication to remaining a 
pillar of the Springfield com-
munity, with an average of 
more than one visit per day 
by players, staff, and team 
mascot Boomer. The scope of 
those appearances has been 
wide-ranging, from youth 
hockey program visits to cor-
porate partner appearances 

and charitable presence at 
staple community events like 

the Rays of Hope Walk.
Long before the puck 
even dropped on 

the season, the 
T-Birds had al-

ready made their 
mark in the commu-
nity thanks to a sec-
ond successful sum-

mer of the team’s Community 
Caravan, with support from 
MassMutual. The program 
made stops in three neigh-
boring towns throughout the 
summer of 2024, creating a 
fun atmosphere for T-Birds 
fans in the offseason months 
with activities ranging from 
the inflatable shooter tutor 
to face painters and balloon 
artists. Furthermore, the pro-
gram made its mark on the 
towns they visited, as each 
Caravan benefited a local 
non-profit organization. The 
team collected food, baby 
supplies, and school sup-
plies and generated over 400 
pounds of food donations and 
more than $500 of donated 
goods.

A highlight of the early 
season schedule, the annual 
T-Birds School Day Game 
on Nov. 6 brought more than 
6,000 school students to the 
MassMutual Center for a 
one-of-a-kind educational 
experience, complete with a 
T-Birds-themed workbook 
that spanned several school 
subjects and morphed the 
classroom with the hockey 
rink. This tradition has been 
continually supported by 
longtime T-Birds partners 
Fontaine Bros. Construction 
and MassMutual.

The T-Birds and their fans 
continued to show their love 
for our four-legged friends 
during the annual Pucks 
& Paws game on Nov. 15, 
thanks to their partners at Pet 
Supplies Plus and the Foun-
dation for TJO Animals. The 
pups who made their way 
into the Thunderdome were 
treated to a T-Birds dog toy 
and water dish, while every 
“dog ticket” sold benefited 
the Foundation for TJO An-
imals, which provides fund-
ing for treatment and care for 
animals at the TJO Animal 
Shelter.

The third year of the 
T-Birds’ partnership with the 
Rock 102 Mayflower Mar-
athon proved to be the most 
successful yet. The team’s 
home game on Nov. 22 pro-
vided an opportunity for 
fans to donate canned goods 
ahead of the 31st annual drive 
the following week at MGM 
Springfield. Thanks to the 
generosity of T-Birds fans 
in the region who donated 
throughout the month at the 
Thunderdome, the Mayflower 
Marathon takeover provided 
a springboard to a record to-
tal of over $236,000 in food 
and monetary donations, all 
of which benefited Open Pan-
try in Springfield, providing 
Thanksgiving meals to fami-
lies in need.

T-Birds forward Sam Bit-
ten continued the team’s fight 
against cancer for the club’s 
annual Hockey Fights Cancer 
game on Nov. 30. For a third 
straight season, Bitten collab-
orated with the T-Birds front 
office for a new line of Bitsy’s 
Army merchandise, aimed at 
raising money for brain tumor 
cancer research in memory of 
Bitten’s cousin, Martin Piche, 
who passed from the disease 
four years ago. The team 
sported specialty lavender 
jerseys, which brought further 
fundraising for local cancer 
charities (Baystate Children’s 
Hospital, Sister Caritas Can-
cer Center, CHD’s Cancer 
House of Hope, Survivor 
Journeys, etc.). 

As the holidays ap-
proached, the T-Birds’ annual 
Teddy Bear Toss, presented 
by Teddy Bear Pools & Spas, 
showcased the heartfelt na-
ture of the season on Dec. 7. 
After a record 7,162 stuffed 
animals were collected, more 
than 15 local organizations 
received donations from 
T-Birds players, Boomer, and 
staff. Those donations, in turn, 
provided countless smiles for 
underprivileged youth at the 
holidays. Some of the high-
lighted beneficiaries included 
Square One,  CHD, Ronald 
McDonald House of Spring-
field, the Springfield Boys & 
Girls Clubs, and MLK Family 
Services.

Thunderbirds make big impact on 
community in 2024-2025 season

umpires for high school base-
ball in Hampden, Hampshire, 
and Franklin counties, said 
while he has a lot of games 
to get rescheduled, experi-
ence matters, and he is ready 
to through the task of getting 
umpires to all the needed 
games.

“There are a lot of moving 
pieces with umpires.  One of 
the big challenges is I have 
over 10 college umpires on 
staff, and they are in their 
playoffs now,” Rogers said. 
“They get their games the day 
before for college, and come 
off of high school games and 
they are working very com-
petitive games for me.  Youth 
leagues are also fully going, 
so when I take an umpire to 
work a high school game, the 
youth assignors then struggle 
to cover their games.   It’s all 
connected.   Same with the 
adult leagues that are out 
there.  With the rain, I just 
continue to adjust and do the 
best I can.  I want to credit our 
umpire staff for staying on 
top of so many changes.  With 
the geography that I cover 
(Hampden, Hampshire and 
Franklin), I have to look at 
how far I send umpires, how 
many times they see the same 
teams, etc.”

The state tournament has 
had a minimal impact on 
Rogers’ ability to schedule, 
but said there have had to be 
some adjustments.

“The state tournament re-
ally hasn’t impacted me that 
much,” Rogers said. “What 
is tough is the Western Mass 
tournament week, you have 

a lot of games scheduled the 
day before that I have to cov-
er including the non-playoff 
matchups which can still be 
important for teams trying 
to get into the state playoffs.   
Two years ago, I had a Palm-
er/Smith Academy game with 
3-16 Palmer Playing 9-10 
Smith Academy and Smith 
needed that game to get into 
the states.   It was the same 
day as the high school semifi-

nals.  Knowing the matchups 
is very important during those 
times.”

One help for the tourna-
ment is that the cutoff date for 
baseball and softball has been 
moved from May 15 to May 
19, which will give teams 
more time to make up games. 
Several teams were preparing 
to play 4-5 games this week 
and next in order to catch up 
with their schedule.

RAIN from page 11

Turley photo  by Gregory A. Scibelli

While this week was likely the worse, rain has been an issue 
all spring.

TUCSON, AZ –  In a 
battle of ball carriers named 
Williams, Pirates running 
back Pooka Williams Jr. 
rushed for a career high 145 
yards on 15 carries with 
two touchdowns, but it was 
not enough as the Tucson 
Sugar Skulls (3-3) defeated 
Massachusetts 47-26 at the 
Tucson Convention Center. 
Sugar Skulls running back 
Jamyest Williams rushed 
for 121 yards with three 
touchdowns on 12 carries 
for the victors.  The Pirates 
fall to 2-4 on the season as 
new Head Coach Tom Me-
nas sees a setback in his first 
game.

Defense ruled from the 
outset as neither offense 
would score on the first 
five possessions. Pirates’ 
defensive backs Matt Elam 
and Destin Mack intercept-
ed Sugar Skulls quarter-
back Jorge Reyna on Tuc-
son’s first two drives. Yet, 
the Skulls took the lead as 
Ahmad Lyons intercept-
ed a Kenji Bahar pass and 
returned it six yards for a 
touchdown.   Kevin Macias 
added the point after, and 
with 3:42 remaining in the 
opening quarter, Tucson led 
7-0.

The Pirates answered 
with a five-play, 42-yard 
drive with Pooka Williams 
Jr. capping it off with a 15-
yard touchdown run.   Josh 
Gable’s extra point closed 
the scoring with the first 
quarter tied at seven.

The second quarter saw 
both teams finding their 

rhythm offensively. Tucson 
took a 13-7 lead as Jamyest 
Williams scored on an eight-
yard run. Massachusetts 
then took its first lead of 
the game as Bahar finished 
a six-play, 30-yard march 
with a six-yard touchdown 
run. Gable added the PAT 
for a 14-13 advantage.

Tucson regained the lead 
with 54 seconds to play in 
the half as Williams scored 
his second rushing touch-
down from 14 yards out, and 
the Sugar Skulls had a 19-14 
halftime advantage.

The lead expanded to 
26-14 as Jerome Buckner 
took the second-half kickoff 
48 yards to the house for a 
touchdown. The Tucson de-
fense then stopped the Pi-
rates inside the ten-yard line 
for the second time in the 
game and took over at their 
own seven. Six plays and 47 
yards later, it was Williams 
scoring on a five-yard run as 
his third rushing touchdown 
gave the Skulls a 19-point, 
33-14 lead with 5:34 re-
maining in the third quarter.

Williams Jr. brought the 
Pirates back with a 16-yard 
touchdown run, and with 
16 seconds left in the third, 
Massachusetts trailed 33-20.

In the final quarter, the 
Sugar Skulls got their first 
passing touchdown of the 
game as Reyna found Larry 
Harrington on a four-yard 
route, pushing the lead to 
40-20. Bahar notched his 
second rushing touchdown 
with 6:47 remaining. His 
five-yard run put the Pirates 

down by 14, 40-26.
Drew Dixon caught a 19-

yard touchdown pass with 
60 seconds to play to give 
the Skulls their largest lead 
and their final points of the 
night, 47-26.

For the Pirates, Bahar 
was 7 of 27 passing for 107 
yards and an interception. 
He ran three times for 49 
yards and two scores.  Wil-
liams Jr. was the game’s 
leading rusher with 145 
yards on 15 carries with two 
touchdowns. He also had 
two receptions for six yards. 
Teo Redding led Massachu-
setts with 39 yards on two 
receptions. The defense was 
led by Marquis Waters, who 
had five and a half tack-
les with three sacks for 18 
yards. Matt Elam and Tye 
Smith each had five tackles. 
Elam added an interception.

For the Sugar Skulls, 
Reyna was 9 of 16 pass-
ing for 130 yards with two 
touchdowns and an inter-
ception. His top target was 
Harrington with four re-
ceptions for 67 yards and a 
touchdown. Williams had 
three rushing touchdowns 
and 121 yards on 12 at-
tempts. Defensively, Jalen 
Perkins had five and a half 
tackles, and Lyons added a 
“pick-six” and a fumble re-
covery. 

The Pirates will contin-
ue their road trip playing on 
Sunday, May 18, in Prescott 
Valley against the Northern 
Arizona Wranglers.

Massachusetts Pirates fall in Tucson

LUDLOW – For sever-
al years, the Western Mass. 
Pioneers have been a main-
stay in spring-summer soc-
cer and have entertained the 
early on many Fridays and 
Saturday nights with great 
semi-pro action.

The Pioneers will return 
to the field at Lusitano Sta-
dium in Ludlow for another 
round of games in 2025.

One thing missing from 
the Pioneers schedule is an 

appearance in the Open Cup. 
The Pioneers have done that 
in late March or April the 
past two seasons, but it does 
not appear on their schedule 
this season.

The season opener for 
the Pioneers is against Bos-
ton City on the road on 
Thursday, May 15 at 7 p.m. 
They will play the Albany 
Rush on Monday, May 19 
after that, then gear up for 
their home opener on Friday, 

May 23 at 7:30 p.m. against 
league rival Seacoast Unit-
ed Phantoms. The Pioneers 
have a total of seven home 
games on their slate.

They also usually sched-
ule a “friendly” game prior 
to the start of the season, 
though that has not been 
scheduled as of press time.

For more information 
on the 2025 Pioneers, go to 
www.wmpioneers.com

Pioneers release 2025 schedule
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TREE WORK HOME IMPROVEMENT

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

RELIABLERELIABLE
DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

LANDSCAPING

STORAGE FACILITY SEPTIC SYSTEMS

566-2916
Evening & Weekend Appointments Available!
Billy Bond - The Area’s #1 “Go To” Septic Guy!

Fully Insured • Family Owned

Hampden Septic
Pumping • Installation • Title 5 Inspections • Perc Tests

LUMBER & FEED

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

Magnet P.I.
Junk Removal & Dumpster Service!

Get Rid of ALL your junk at a reasonable price.
Even the Tough Stuff!

Boilers, hot Water Tanks, Oil Tanks, T.V.’s, Monitors, 
Mattresses, Pools, Hot Tubs, Tires...We take it all!
Call Doug at 413-455-4397

For Your Interior And Exterior Living Spaces!
84 Hubbard St., Ludlow • 413-583-3472

Mon- Fri 7:30am -5:00pm; 
Sat 7:30am – noon; closed Sunday

CABINETRY
DOORS  •  WINDOWS  

DECKING
ROOFING

AND MORE  ...

Verdon’s
Seamless Aluminum Gutters

Over 40 Years 
Experience 

Family Owned & 
Operated

65 Main Street, Wilbraham • (413) 596-9611
Mon.-Fri. 7am to 5pm - Please No Sundays - Lic.#105559

www.verdonsgutters.com • verdonsgutters@charter.net
Fully Insured & Free Estimates

CUSTOM MADE & INSTALLED CONTINUOUS SEAMLESS ALUMINUM GUTTERS & DOWNSPOUTS

JUNK REMOVAL

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

■  Tree Removal   
■  Structural Pruning
■  Crane Service
■  Storm Damage 
■  Stump Grinding

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation 413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE ON

Local
HOME PROs
Email Jocelyn Walker at

jwalker@turley.com

LudlowLudlow Self Storage Self Storage
Compare Our Prices & Save!

Local Family Owned & Managed

291 Moody Street, Ludlow 
call/text: 413-800-6022 • ludlowselfstorage.com

Brand New Building!
Safe & Secure with 24/7 Access, 
Security Cameras & Coded Entry

Largest Selection of Sizes Available

Keith Isham Landscaping, LLC

• Property Maintenance
• Organic Tick & Mosquito Control
• Loam and Seed
• Fertilizer & Pest Management
• Mulch, Stone, Loam Applications
• Spring & Fall Cleanups
• Power Seeding
• PH Remedy

• Walls, Walkways, Patios, Edging
• Landscape Design and Installation
• Walking Trails Installed & Maintained
• Excavation - Drainage - Drywells
• Field & Brush Hogging

For a FREE Estimate CALL: 413-531-1216
www.keithishamlandscapingLLC.com

Walker Home Improvement
Repairs & Renovations

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Finish Carpentry • Framing

• Windows & Door Replacement
• Drywall • Painting • Decks

413.687.5552
Competitive Pricing • Licensed • Insured

on May 23. The Phantoms 
are the defending USL-Two 
champions. They defeated 
Peoria City, 3-2, in extra time 
in the championship match.

“Vermont and Seacoast al-
ways have very good players,” 
Molinari said. “I also think 
NEFC, who’s a new team in 
our division, has signed some 
very good players.” 

Two of the players who 
didn’t return this season are 
Alec Hughes and Scott Testo-
ri, who combined for a total 
of 28 goals last summer.

Hughes, who scored a 
team-leading 17 goals, was 
selected by LAFC with the 
22nd overall pick in the 2025 
MLS Super Draft.

Testori (11 goals) also had 
a try-out with a West Coast 
MLS team. He was the lead-
ing goal scorer on the 2023 
UConn men’s soccer team.

Oskar Kaufmann, who’s 
a newcomer from Sweden, 
scored the first two goals of 
the second half in last Satur-
day’s match. He’s expected to 
be one of the Pioneers leading 
goal scorers this season.

Last fall, Kaufmann 
scored 12 goals for Coker 
University, which is a Divi-
sion 2 school in South Car-
olina. He’ll be transferring 

to South Carolina Upstate, 
which is a Division 1 school.

The Pioneers other goal 
scorers in the Friendly were 
Luke Hanchar, Austin Bush, 

Matt Cence, Robbie Lyons, 
Aidan Kelly, and Austin Mu-
rawski.

Kelly, who’s a defender 
from UMass-Amherst, re-

placed Nicholas Oberrauch as 
the team captain.

“Aidan is a second-year 
player for us,” Molinari said. 
“He was one of the leaders on 
last year’s team.”

A couple of other re-
turning players are Austin 
Rocke, Jared Smith, Augus-
tine Boadi, Ali Taleb, Kwame 
Adu-Gyamfi, and Mamadi 
Jiana    

The Pioneers starting 
goalie was Cam Hall, who’s 
another newcomer from 
Bentley University.  

Thomas Wadas, who’s 
a senior at Ludlow High 
School, saw some playing 
time in the second half. He 
will be practicing with the Pi-
oneers and will be playing for 
the Academy team.

Dennis Gomes and Jay 
Willis are returning as the Pi-
oneers assistant coaches.

The tickets prices for all 
the Pioneers regular season 
home matches are $10.  

Children 6 years old and 
younger are free.

It should be another ex-
citing season at the 107-year-
old soccer stadium located on 
Winsor Street in Ludlow.

PIONEERS from page 11

Aiden Kelly was among those who played 
in the Friendly game last Saturday.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Mamadi Jiana, of Chicopee, will be a Pioneers 
again this season.

Unico 
Celebrity 
Bartending 
Event

WILBRAHAM – Uni-
co of East Longmeadow 
and Wilbraham will be 
holding an Unico Nation-
al Celebrity Bartending 
Charity Fundraising event 
at Pafumi’s on Main on 
June 4.

The event will take 
place from 4:30 to 8:30 
p.m.

Stop by and have some 
fun!

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Wilbraham
Hampden Times
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

TAG SALE
LARGE INDOOR TAG SALE. Apple 
Storage, 1207 So. Main St., Palmer. Sat-
urday, May 17 & Sunday, May 18; 
8 a.m.-3 p.m. Vintage furniture, antiques, 
decorations, home goods! All proceeds do-
nated.

MOVING SALE: May 25 & 26, 9am-
3pm. Everything must go. Dishes, fur-
niture, small appliances. 134 Rutland 
Road, Oakham.

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wanted. 
Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage hunting, 
camping, cast iron cookware, advertising, 
motorcycles, clothing.  Call Ken (413)433-
2195.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

Finish carpentry, framing, window & door 
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.  
Competitive pricing. Insured. 

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789, (413)538-
7954.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

T & S LANDSCAPING Highest quality, 
lowest price. Serving the Pioneer Valley. 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, Fall and 
Gutter clean-ups. (413)330-3917

LAWN & GARDEN
A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Yes time to till 
gardens and flower beds too. Be safe grow 
your own. Call for appointment, fair and 
reasonable rates. Suburban residential 
only.   413-626-1927.

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice. Call (508)867-2550.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505.

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950. (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

FOR RENT
4 ROOMS, 2 BEDROOMS, 1.5/baths, 
appliances included. $1500/mo. No utilities. 
1st/last/security. References and proof of 
income required.  Call 413-589-0401.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

COZY QUIET 1 BEDROOM $990/
MONTH. 2ND FLOOR UNIT, EFFICIENCY 
KITCHEN. NEAR MASS PIKE. PARKING, 
LAUNDRY ON SITE. NO SMOKING, NO 
PETS. GOOD CREDIT. 413-543-3062

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT
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www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393
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EARLYEARLY
DEADLINESDEADLINES

In observance of Memorial Day, In observance of Memorial Day, 
the Classifieds have an the Classifieds have an 
EARLY AD DEADLINE.EARLY AD DEADLINE.

To advertise, To advertise, 
place your ad no later than place your ad no later than NOONNOON

Thursday, May 22
Thank you!Thank you!

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of Memorial Day, 
PUBLIC NOTICES 

EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice 

no later than NOON

Thursday, May 22
– Thank you!

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Wilbraham 
Conservation Commission
Notice of Public Meeting

The Wilbraham Conservation 
Commission will hold a public 
meeting on Monday, June 2, 
2025 at 6:30 PM at the Town Of-
fice Building, 240 Springfield St, 
Wilbraham, MA on the Request 
for Determination of Applicabil-
ity filed by CSX Transportation, 
Inc. under the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act and the 
Wilbraham Wetlands By-Law.  
This Request is to determine the 
boundaries of Wetland Resource 
Areas within their right-of-way 
thru Wilbraham for Vegetation 
Management Plan to control 
vegetation on the railroad to en-
sure the safe passage of trains. 
Information relating to this ap-
plication is on file with the Com-
mission. Chairman, Christopher 
Brown 
05/15/2025

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Wilbraham-Hampden Times

PUBLIC NOTICES

Events&announcements scheduleannouncements schedule

WILBRAHAM - The 
Wilbraham United Church 
will be the hosts of a Hand-
bell Concert on Saturday 
May 31 at 7 p.m. featuring 
the Merrimack Valley Ring-
ers, a nationally-known 
handbell group. 

Currently celebrating 
their 23rd season, the Mer-
rimack Valley Ringers are 
an auditioned community 
handbell ensemble devoted 
to sharing the art of hand-
bells and handchimes with 
everyone. MVR’s members 
delight audiences with their 
infectious joy, and make it 
their goal to capture their 
audience from the first note 
with their gusto and warmth. 

Considered partners in 

each performance, audi-
ences are drawn in by the 
ensemble’s personality, 
spontaneity, and unflappable 
spirit. This spring, the Merri-
mack Valley Ringers Celes-
tial Light program will take 
listeners  “Up and Away” on 
a  musical trip through time 
and space. 

They will “Fly [You] 
to the Moon” so you can 
“Moondance” and then be 
“Walking on Sunshine”, on 
the “Fairy Hills”, all before 
the “Morning Light.”

The concert featuring 
five octaves of handbells 
and chimes and 17 ringers, 
led by founding Artistic Di-
rector Karen Leonard begins 
at 7 p.m. in the church’s 

Sanctuary. The church is lo-
cated at 500 Main Street in 
Wilbraham. 

Parking is available in 
the rear parking lot and the 
church building is accessi-
ble. There is no charge for 
admittance, but a free-will 
offering will be accepted.

Prior to the concert 
during the afternoon, the 
Ringers will be offering a 
workshop to local handbell 
ringers. 

Ringers interested in at-
tending the workshop can 
register at https://area1.
handbel lmusicians .org/
state-and-local-events/west-
ern-ma-ringing-skills-work-
shop/

Wilbraham United Church 
holding Handbell Concert

Hampden 
Garden Club May
Meeting May 15

HAMPDEN – The May 
meeting of the Hampden Gar-
den Club is at Academy Hall, 
Main St at 7 p.m. on May 15.

Program presented by 
Bonnie Power on “Good 
Bugs/Bad Bugs.” This pre-
sentation describes some of 
the common beneficial & pest 
insects that gardeners encoun-
ter in New England.

Spring
Fundraiser 
Workshop at 
Hampden 
Senior Center

HAMPDEN – Come join 
on May 16, 2025 from 6 to 8 
p.m. for a program of working 
with polymer clay to create a 
unique—everyone will be dif-
ferent—pendant.

Class will be conducted 
by artist Nan Hurlburt. $25 
includes class and supplies.

All ages are welcome.
Call the Hampden Senior 

Center at 413-566-5588 for 
more information. Proceeds 
of this event will benefit the 
programs offered at the senior 
center.

Wilbraham 
Friends of the 
Library to hold 
Spring Plant 
Sale 

WILBRAHAM - The Wil-
braham Friends of the Library 
(WFOL) is holding a plant 
sale featuring three varieties 
of annuals. The sale will be 
pre-order only through May 
14 with plant pick up on Sat-
urday, May 17 from 9 to 11 
a.m. at the Wilbraham Public 
Library, 25 Crane Park Drive, 
Wilbraham.

The WFOL is excited 
to once again offer summer 
blooming annuals to beautify 
your garden and benefit the 
Wilbraham Public Library.

We are offering annuals - 
Begonias (pink or white), Pe-
tunias (blue) and Texas Red 
Salvia. These are large plants 
in 5-inch pots that are ready 
to plant and show off. Plants 
are $6 each and available by 
pre-order only. Deadline for 
orders is May 14 and orders 

will be available for pick up 
Saturday, May 17 from 9 to 
11 a.m. at the Wilbraham 
Public Library, 25 Crane Park 
Road, Wilbraham.

Pick up an order form at 
the library or download from 
the library’s website - www.
wilbrahamlibrary.org. You 
can also request an order form 
by emailing WFOL.info@
gmail.com.  Return your or-
der with payment to the li-
brary during regular business 
hours.

The sale is sponsored by 
the Wilbraham Friends of 
the Library which was estab-
lished in 1973. The Friends 
of the Library fund programs 
for children, teens, and adults, 
as well as the library’s pop-
ular Museum Pass program, 
furnishings, and other library 
equipment.

For more information, 
contact the WFOL at WFOL.
info@gmail.com.

Wilbraham
holding 
Memorial Day 
Ceremony 
May 25

WILBRAHAM – The 
town will hold its Memorial 
Day Ceremony on Sunday 
May 25 at 11 a.m. at Crane 
Park Veteran Memorial.

Join the Wilbraham Veter-
an Services to remember and 
honor our fallen.

Hampden Parks 
& Recreation 
Dept. announces 
Spring programs 
and registration 
Deadlines

HAMPDEN – The Hamp-
den Recreation Department is 
proud to announce an exciting 
lineup of current and upcom-
ing programs for children and 
adults. From life-saving CPR 
training to fun-filled athletic 
activities, there’s something 
for everyone this season. With 
multiple registration deadlines 
approaching, now is the time 
to sign up for programs de-
signed to engage, educate, and 
inspire.

Current Programs:
• Wildlife Programming at 

Laughing Brook
Registration: Ongoing
Connect with nature 

through engaging wildlife 

programs at Laughing Brook. 
Learn about local wildlife 
species, their habitats, and the 
environment. Programs are 
designed for all ages and of-
fer opportunities for outdoor 
learning in a fun, interactive 
way.

• Healthy Kids Running
Registration: Ongoing
Encourage kids to get 

moving with the Healthy Kids 
Running program! This initia-
tive promotes physical activity 
and healthy habits while help-
ing young runners build con-
fidence and improve their fit-
ness. Registration is open for 
participants of all skill levels.

Upcoming Programs:
• Hampden Memorial Park 

Summer Program Activity 
2025

Registration Opens: Mar 
10

Make your summer memo-
rable with activities and events 
at Hampden Memorial Park. 
The summer program will 
offer a variety of fun outdoor 
experiences, and registration 
details will be available soon!

Closing Soon:
• Recreation Baseball 

Grades K-8 - 2025
Still seeking players for 

grades (3-4) and (5-6)
Time is running out to sign 

up for the 2025 Recreation 
Baseball season! If you have 
a child in grades 3-4 or 5-6, 
there are still spots available. 
Don’t miss the opportunity to 
be part of a fun, competitive 
baseball league!

Don’t miss out! Register 
today to secure your place in 
these incredible programs and 
enjoy a spring full of learning, 
fun, and physical activity. 

For more information and 
to register visit: https://hamp-
denma.myrec.com.

Hampden 
Memorial Day 
and Celebration 
May 26

HAMPDEN – Hampden 
VFW Post 9397 invites you to 
this year’s Memorial Day Pa-
rade and Ceremony on Mon-
day, May 26.

The festivities kick off 
at 10 a.m. stepping off from 
St. Mary’s Church, traveling 
down Main Street to the cen-
ter of town.

At 11 a.m., there will be 
a Memorial Day ceremony at 
Veteran’s Memorial.

Also stop by the VFW 
Post 9397 for some light re-
freshments and pizza.

B E L C H E RT O W N —
Quaboag Valley Relay for 
Life is looking for more 
teams to join our Relay on 
May 31 on the Belchertown 
Common from 10 a.m. to 10 
p.m. 

Everyone has been affect-
ed by cancer so now is the 
time to form a few friends 

and family so you can fund-
raise and spread awareness of 
this dreaded disease. 

You do not have to have 
a large team or lots of money 
collected. 

A few new teams getting 
in some donations is a big 
help to the American Cancer 
Society. 

After we are done doing 
all our fundraising, the Relay 
is a way to unwind and cel-
ebrate our accomplishments. 

The teams can be in hon-
or or in memory of a loved 
one or friend. Any questions 
please feel free to email ctel-
lie@juno.com 

Relay for Life looking for participants

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com

REGION—Gather your 
friends and family to join 
Walk to Cure Arthritis in 
Westfield on Sunday, June 
1, 2025 at Stanley Park. This 
fun mile walk raises mon-
ey for scientific research to 

find better treatments and to 
get closer to a cure for the 
#1 cause of disability in the 
U.S. Community members 
come together to celebrate 
the people living with ar-
thritis in their lives and learn 

about the Arthritis Founda-
tion’s resources and services. 

Register today www.
walktocurearthri t is .org/
westernMA for Walk to 
Cure Arthritis, create or join 
a team and be there June 1.

Arthritis Foundation’s Walk to Cure Arthritis 
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  
Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE


