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WILBRAHAM – Outdoor 
enthusiasts from multiple states 
gathered on May 6 to plow and 
prepare the Wilbraham Com-
munity Garden on Monson 
Road. 

The 13th annual event 
kicked off the gardening sea-
son and featured guests from 
the Eastern Connecticut Draft 
Horse Association, several oth-
er Draft Horse owners and local 

vendors including Heart & Hus-
tle, Stony Hill Farm, Little Oak 
Farm, King & Queen Spiritual 
Elements and others. 

“The horses came and 
plowed the garden. We had lo-
cal vendors and a food truck. 
We had a drone to take video. 
We had a good crowd that came 
and went. It was a really good 
day,” said Community Garden 
Land Management Coordinator 
Melissa Graves, who organized 
the event. 

More than 100 gardeners 
have plots in the community 

garden. The plots are 25 feet by 
50 feet; in the coming weeks, a 
team of volunteers will pound 
in over 100 fence posts to help 
everyone get situated.

A range of farmers use the 
community garden each year; 
some have been gardening there 
since 1975, Graves said. She 
noted that the gardeners come 
from beyond Wilbraham. 

“It’s awesome. There’s no 
borders. I have people from 
Monson and Hampden and 

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

HAMPDEN – In April, 
members of the Hampden Police 
Department celebrated Autism 
Awareness Month by designing 
and wearing commemorative 
patches.

Those patches were made 
available by the Police Officers 
Association of Hampden and 
are on sale for $10 at the police 
department, located at 100 Allen 
St.

The proceeds benefit the 
Dough Flutie, Jr. Foundation 
for Autism, which aims to help 
people and families affected by 
autism live life to the fullest by 
envisioning a world where peo-
ple with autism “lead productive 
lives and are included, respect-

ed and actively engaged in their 
communities.”

Police Chief Scott Trombly 
said that selling and wearing the 
patches is a “win-win” for the 
police department, the associa-
tion and the foundation. He said 
the activity helps bring together 
officers and the community. 

“It is a very big morale boost-
er,” he said. “We’ve got the mid-
night shift working with the day 
shift working with the second 
shift. We’ve got new officers 
in the department, and we have 
community coming in purchas-
ing the patches. There’s a total 
involvement of bringing every-
one in it one way or another.”

Police Officer Radcliffe Ken-
ison has two sons of his own who 
have autism and launched the 
charitable organization Radcliffe 

Proceeds
support the library 

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The Friends 
of the Library held a clothing 
and textile drive from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. on May 6 and from noon 
to 5 p.m. on May 7 to support the 
library. 

Throughout the two days, 
residents dropped off donations 
of clothing, small household 
items, shoes, bedding and more 
in bags at the library’s back en-
trance. 

Additionally, residents learned 
about the Friends and received a 
coupon for two free books at the 
upcoming Annual Book Sale 
from June 7-10. 

Jay Taylor is a board member 

for the Friends and coordinated 
the collection efforts.

He explained, “the library 
gets money for every donat-
ed pound,” with the donations 
dropped off at a Savers in West 
Springfield. 

“It’s a great way to raise 
money for programming for the 
library,” Taylor said. “Our tax 
dollars cover the overhead of the 
library: the staff, facilities, main-
tenance, but a lot of the cost of 
programming is provided by the 
Friends of the Library.”

Taylor said the event is in its 
third year, with the Friends being 
around since 1973. 

He added doing an event like 
the drive is “very important to 
me.” 

“We’re very devoted and do 
what we can to make it a com-
munity-wide resource. I have 
five grandchildren in the area 
who are avid users of young 
kids stuff, and they frequent the 

library,” Taylor said. “It just has 
so much to offer that if we don’t 
support it, we really lose a lot 

that unites this community.” 
Tanja Olson is also a board 

member for the Friends and gave 

out information to residents. 
Olson has been in the group 

for 19 years and “always enjoyed 
working at the library.”

“This library, I found, is ex-
tremely good about keeping up-
to-date. They have all kinds of 
things that they do other than 
just books, and I find that it’s a 
good place to give my time and 
also to do some fundraising for,” 
Olson said.

Olson added the event is also 
“a good social time” to connect 
with residents and promote the 
library. 

“It’s really a good outlet for 
a town. The problem is, a lot of 
times, the town really doesn’t 
know much about the library, so 
going into something like this 
where people are coming and 
you can tell them about some of 
the things is very important,” Ol-
son said. 

Plowing the Wilbraham 
Community Garden 

(L to R) Hampden Police Sgt. Michael Meaney, Chief Scott Trombly, 
Sgt. Michael Cooney, Sgt. Yvon, Officer Jeff Beattie and Officer 
Radcliffe Kenison display their autism awareness patches, as the 
cruiser “Lights it up Blue” for autism. (Photo courtesy of Radcliffe Kenison)

Hampden police wear 
patches to raise autism 
awareness

Library holds ‘Clean Your Closets’ Fund Drive

Horses came from Connecticut to help plow the community garden last Saturday. (Photo courtesy of 
Melissa Graves)

(L to R) Daniel Heinold, Vinny and James Wadzinski pose for a group 
photo during a break in donation deliveries during the “Clean Your 
Closets” Fund Drive event at Wilbraham Public Library. (Staff photo by 
Kristin Rivers) 

Please see AUTISM, page 8 Please see GARDEN, page 13

Please see CLOTHING, page 4
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Outstanding Customer Service For Over 80 Years!

84 Hubbard Street, Ludlow, MA 01056
413-583-3472

Mon- Fri 7:30am -5:00pm;  Sat 7:30am – noon; closed Sunday

• Composite 
decking & railing 

• Interior & exterior 
doors

• Sierra Pacific 
Windows and Doors

• Roofing
• Interior millwork 

& trim 
• Hardwood and luxury 

vinyl plank flooring
• Cabinets and 

countertops
• Grass seed
• Select fertilizer

We welcome homeowners & contractors. 

Love These Looks?
We can help you get them!

We are a 

dealer!

We carry Poulin chicken, 
rabbit, horse and goat feed.
Shavings for animal pens & 

cages also sold here.

Large Selection of
Unique Garden Accents, 
Statuary, Gazing Globes

Bird Baths, Fountains, Benches, 
Bistro Sets & More!!

1359 Wilbraham Rd • Springfield • (413) 783-5883
OPEN DAILY 8-5   16acresgardencenter.com

Annuals &
Perennials!

Ready to Plant...
The Best Selection 

In The Area!

Trees & 
Shrubs
Unique 

Selection Ready 
for Planting

Vegetable
Plants & Herbs

Ready for
Your Garden

Huge
Selection

Happy Mother’s Day!

Unique Garden 
Gifts and

Fresh Flowers

Remember 
Mom 

on May 14

We Send 
Flowers 

Worldwide 
783-5883

Gift Cards 
Make Great 

Gifts for 
Mother’s 

Day! Compost & Loam Now Available
Pickup or Delivery!

Large Variety of
Mulches & Stone

We Sell in Bulk by The Yard

Flowering 
Hanging Baskets

1000’s of 
Geraniums
Grown in Our 
Greenhouses

Over 20 
Varieties 

in Full Bloom

Final preparations 
discussed for the Plant 
& Bake Sale 

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The Wil-
braham Garden Club held its fi-
nal board meeting of the year at 
the library to finalize plans for its 
major fundraising event. 

The April 26 meeting dis-
cussed the upcoming Garden 
Plant & Bake Sale scheduled for 
Saturday, May 13, from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. in the library’s Brooks 
Room. 

The board members also dis-
cussed ideas and plans for up-
coming events for the 2023-2024 
year, hospitality and yearbook 
updates. 

President Pat Serra is excited 
about the Plant & Bake Sale, as 
it will be held on Mother’s Day 
weekend. She’s about to com-
plete her first year as club pres-
ident and enjoys spending time 
with the members. 

“For me, I love the club and 
being part of this group. They’re 
wonderful, hard-working wom-

en and they really want to make 
the community beautiful,” she 
said. 

Serra added a person doesn’t 
have to be a gardener to join. 

“It’s kind of a club where you 
don’t have to be a gardener. You 
can just love gardening. You can 
love flowers and, also, you don’t 
have to live in Wilbraham,” she 
said. 

Serra explained the club was 
at the W.H.O. Fest in March and 
found it “quite enlightening” be-
cause people had thought they 
had to live in town to be part of 
the group. 

In reality, anyone can join. 
“We have members that live 

in East Longmeadow, in Lud-
low, in Palmer and in Monson. 
They’re from all over, so unfor-
tunately, the name kind of holds 
people back, but it is open to 
anyone in any community,” she 
said. 

Lisa Lafleur is the recording 
secretary and has been part of 
the club since 2015. Prior Pres-
ident Christine Scibelli got her 
involved and she’s enjoyed it 
ever since. 

Lafleur is happy to have 
events again, including the up-
coming Plant & Bake Sale. 

“It’s nice to see everybody 

and get together and, you know, 
get involved together in the com-
munity. Just, you know, do our 
little part to make the town look 
pretty,” she said. 

She said the club has many 
offerings to potential members, 
including opportunities to do 
side projects. 

“It’s just a fun group. It’s 
not demanding,” she said. “You 
learn a lot.”

Lafleur also encourages the 
community to check out the 
Plant & Bake Sale. 

“We’ll have the same group 
of great bakers making their pies 
and their cakes, so if they want a 
tasty treat and go to the library at 
the same time, this is a good op-
portunity to come out and meet 
us and have some fun,” she said. 

Sandy Swain has done pub-
licity for the club and enjoys 
how they work closely with the 
library. 

“I think what people maybe 
don’t realize is all we do with 
the library,” she said. “With the 
wreaths in the winter at Christ-
mastime and the gardens, we do 
the pots out in front.”

Swain also appreciates how 
people step up to help, including 
for hospitality. 

“Everybody is wonderful and 

we’ve never had a problem with 
getting people to do things, like 
in the kitchen or anything. Ev-
erybody is willing to do every-
thing, so that’s good,” she said. 

Serra wants the community 
to know the Garden Club is here 
and open to new members. 

“We are here and we do exist 
and we are always open to new 

members and new ideas and, 
again, most of all, you do not 
have to be a gardener, which is, 
again, one of those things I feel 
is what holds some people back,” 
she said. 

To learn more, contact Serra 
at 413-279-1945 or Serra8446@
hotmail.com. 

Wilbraham Garden Club holds final board meeting of the year

(L to R) Donna Hick, Norma Bandarra, Karen Feen, Helene Watkins, 
Sandra “Sandy” Swain, Pat Serra, Lisa LaFleur and Christine Scibelli 
at the Wilbraham Garden Club meeting at Wilbraham Public Library. 
(Staff photo by Kristin Rivers) 

WILBRAHAM – In partnership with 
student moderators from the Minnechaug 
Regional High School’s Model Con-
gress club, the Board of Trustees of the 
Wilbraham Public Library is pleased to 
announce a Candidates Night on Friday, 
May 19.  The event will take place in the 
Wilbraham Middle School auditorium at 
7 p.m. Viewing access via a streaming 
platform will also be provided and an-
nounced shortly. 

Interested residents are encouraged 
to submit questions ahead of time by 
emailing the student panel at askthecan-

didates2023@gmail.com  Attendees plan-
ning to submit written questions the eve-
ning of May 19 are asked to arrive before 
6:45. Members of the Board of Trustees 
will not be involved in the receipt or re-
view of questions. 

Please frame questions around the 
specific office being sought instead of 
addressing an individual candidate. This 
year’s contested positions are on the 
Board of Selectmen, the HWRSD School 
Committee, the Planning Board and the 
Cemetery Commission.  

Candidates Night to take place at 
Wilbraham Middle SchoolHAMPDEN – The Hampden Gar-

den Club is looking for donated plants 
for their upcoming Memorial Day Plant 
Sale. They will dig those plants that 
need to be thinned out or need a new 

home. Please contact Lil Fedora at 413-
566-1137 or email her at Stonemead-
owfarm@charter.net. Please call before 
May 20. 

Garden Club seeks donated plants
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ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FLOWERS 
FOR THE BEST MOM!

From Randall’s Kitchen
BRUNCH FAVORITES

READY TO GO AND GROW
Spectacular Mixed 

Hanging Basket 
Gardens

Our Signature!
Great Selections for 

Sunny or Shady Locations

Culinary Herb Gardens
Complimentary Combinations 

of Fragrant Flavorful Herbs
Mint, Parsley, Dill, Sage, 

Oregano, Rosemary & More!

Mom’s Favorite 
Fresh Cut 

Garden Flowers
Beautiful Bouquets 

& Arrangements
Chosen With Care

FOR MOM
Specialty 

Gift Baskets & 
Randall’s Gift Cards

Fresh Baked Quiche, 
Danish, Muffins, 

Apple Cider Donuts 
Boar’s Head 

Sweet Slice Ham
FRESH FRUIT SALAD & FRESH FRUIT PLATTERS

Fresh Baked Pies, 
Cookies & Desserts

For The Rose Garden
A Beautiful Collection of
Fragrant Rose Bushes
Hybrid Teas, Climbers, 

Landscape Roses & “Knock Outs”

Collections of Favorite 
Garden Plants

RETURNING YEAR AFTER YEAR

For The
Perennial Garden

Mother’s Day Gardens

Springtime Treat
Locally Grown Asparagus!

Gardens For The
Porch & Patio

Patio Pots Filled With 
Colorful Blooming 

Annuals & 
Tropical Plants

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP!

Eastfield Mall • 1655 Boston Road, Springfield

Eastfield Mall 1655 Boston Rd.

Donovan’s
Irish Pub
FOOD & SPIRITS

Western Mass.’
#1 Irish Pub
for Food &

Entertainment with
a Family Friendly

Atmosphere!

DINNER SPECIALS
Thurs. & Sat.: Corn Beef & Cabbage •   Fri.: Whole Belly Clams

Thurs. 3/28 The Jeff & Jason Show
Friday 3/29 The Healys w/John Tabb

Saturday, March 30
Direct from New York,
International Irish Entertainer

DONAL O’SHAUGHNESSY!
Join us for an evening of singing, joke-telling
and yarn-spinning fun for the whole family!

Eastfield Mall 1655 Boston Rd.

Donovan’s
Irish Pub
FOOD & SPIRITS

Western Mass.’
#1 Irish Pub
for Food &

Entertainment with
a Family Friendly

Atmosphere!

DINNER SPECIALS
Thurs. & Sat.: Corn Beef & Cabbage •   Fri.: Whole Belly Clams

Thurs. 3/28 The Jeff & Jason Show
Friday 3/29 The Healys w/John Tabb

Saturday, March 30
Direct from New York,
International Irish Entertainer

DONAL O’SHAUGHNESSY!
Join us for an evening of singing, joke-telling
and yarn-spinning fun for the whole family!

Western Mass's #1 Irish Pub!Western Mass's #1 Irish Pub!

Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11am-12am, Sun. 9am-7pm
              Sunday Breakfast 9am-12pm

Follow us on 
Facebook 

and visit our 
website for 
the most 

up to date 
information

Fri. 5/12
Blaney 

Brothers

Sat. 5/13
Jimmy 

McArdle

Sat. 5/20

Paul 
Pender

Fri. 5/19
The Healys

Also, more town 
appointments 

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The Board of 
Selectmen had preparations with 
Town Moderator Jim Jurgens on 
May 8 ahead of Annual Town Meet-
ing.

The Annual Town Meeting takes 
place May 15 at 7 p.m. at Min-
nechaug Regional High School.

Carolyn Brennan was absent, 
with Theresa Goodrich leading the 
meeting. 

Jurgens explained the first 15 
town articles, or consent articles, 
go through a process where they are 
mentioned, with an opportunity to 
pull any of them for further discus-
sion or questions. 

He provided context to the voting 
process. 

“Routinely, those 15 articles are 
voted on one motion, so that looks 
to be in order,” Jurgens said. “Typ-
ical parliamentary procedures so if 
somebody were to increase a budget 
item, line item, they would need to 
have a funding source.” 

Articles 30 and 31 would be Zon-
ing Bylaw amendments. 

“Those will require a two-thirds 
vote, typical. On those, the people 
are going to want an explanation of 
what those are,” Jurgens said. 

The Board also received an up-
date on the school district assess-
ment from Town Administrator Nick 
Breault. 

“The school, in fact, sent over 
their presentation today, so it’s pre-
pared, and Finance, I think, will have 
the recommendation with the chance 
to speak on that,” Breault said. 

Jurgens expects questions and 
further discussion on this topic, giv-
en the amount. 

“It gets into that whole mesh of 
everything, and typically, that’s the 
one where you may have the most 
questions on,” Jurgens said. 

Susan Bunnell was pleased with 
the school district and Finance Com-
mittee update.

“I’m just enormously grateful 

that the parties came together and 
came to an agreement to amend this 
situation,” Bunnell said.

Additionally, there were more 
town appointments and reappoint-
ments. 

Police Chief Ed Lennon returned 
this week to discuss the appointment 
of a Special Police Officer, the first 
for the town. 

Marc Paradis, a 32-year veteran 
of the police department who retired 
a year and a half ago, was presented 
as a candidate.

Lennon explained the role came 
about when the town voted to peti-
tion the state legislature after last 
year’s Annual Town Meeting. The 
Special Act allows retired police of-
ficers under regular, non-disability 
retirement to be appointed as Special 
Police Officers. 

He added the officer needs to be 
under 65-years-old and have their 
training requirements under good 
post-police officer standing. 

“As long as they had all their 
training up to date, they could be ap-
pointed as a special police officer of 
the town for the purposes of filling 
police details in other functions as 
deemed necessary,” Lennon said. 

Goodrich asked about vetting 
candidates, with Lennon explaining 

he would do the recommendations. 
“If there’s a bad fit or there’s 

some reason, even if they were tech-
nically be legally able to, I would as 
a safety valve stop that from getting 
to the Board of Selectmen,” Lennon 
said. 

When Bunnell asked what the 
special details entail, Lennon pro-
vided clarification. 

“It’s going to be for police over-
time details,” Lennon said. “In an 
emergency situation, they could be 
activated to help us.” 

He added the special police offi-
cer will not be on the roads. 

“There is no plan to put them 
on the road or supplement staffing 
or anything like that. It would be a 
purely all-hands-on-deck type of sit-
uation,” Lennon said. 

Paradis was unanimously ap-
proved. 

Also, Breault received a reap-
pointment to a new three-year term 
beginning July 1, 2023.

Breault expressed his thanks to 
the Board and town.

“It is a privilege to work here and 
to work with a great staff and for the 
residents here and the Board, so I re-
ally appreciate it and look forward to 
the next three years,” Breault said. 

(L to R) Wilbraham Board of Selectmen Clerk Susan Bunnell, Vice Chairman 
Theresa Goodrich, Town Moderator Jim Jurgens and Town Administrator 
Nick Breault discuss preparations ahead of next week’s Annual Town 
Meeting. (Staff photo by Kristin Rivers)

Board of Selectmen prepare for upcoming 
Annual Town Meeting

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Wilbraham Hampden Times
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Open Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm • Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 12-8pm
Reservations Recommended! 

413.271.1208

Charlie Bongiovi

Live Music
MAY LINE UP

Join Us 
Mother’s Day

Sunday, May 14th
Featuring a Special Menu

Reservations 
Recommended!

2133 Boston Road, Wilbraham

Luther Every Friday & Saturday
12th Luther
13th Luther
19th Irv Lewis
20th Peter J. Newland  
 (of FAT)
26th Charlie Bongiovi
27th Charlie Bongiovi

Join Us Saturday, May 20th for 
Special Guest 

Peter J. Newland of FAT
The legendary Western Mass band! 
You remember Peter from the ‘70s. 

Enjoy his music again! 
Joined by friends Ralph Whittle on piano 

and Mark Pappas on guitar.

HIRING 
DRIVERS

We are looking for caring 
individuals to provide safe 
and efficient transportation on 
our team of School Bus Drivers 
serving the communities of 
Agawam, Hampden, East
Longmeadow, Longmeadow, 
Ludlow, West Springfield,
Wilbraham and Southwick.

Currently licensed CDL School Bus Drivers
We also offer FREE, paid CDL License Training

Apply online at LPVEC.ORG
Call 413-789-3291 or apply in person at 

384 SHOEMAKER LANE, AGAWAM

BENEFITS

• Health Insurance
• Paid Personal and Sick Time
• State Retirement
• Medical flexible spending account 

for health care & dependent care

*Typical routes average 25-30 hours 
per week,  mornings and afternoons 
each school day

REQUIREMENTS
• Minimum 21 years of age
•  Valid driver’s license for at
 least 3 years
• Must be able to obtain a MA 
 CDL Permit with Passenger 
 and School Bus Endorsements
• Must be able to pass a background 

check,  drug test and DOT physical

TRAINING 
PROGRAMS 

START 
IMMEDIATELY

Paid CDL Training

We are looking for caring
individuals to provide safe
and efficient transportation on
our team of School Bus Drivers
serving the communities of
Agawam, East Longmeadow, 
Granville, Hampden, 
Longmeadow, Ludlow, 
Southwick, Tolland,
West Springfield and Wilbraham.

BENEFITS
• Health Insurance
• Paid Personal and Sick Time
• State Retirement
• Medical flexible spending account
 health care & dependent care

REQUIREMENTS
• Minimum 
 21 years of age
• Valid driver’s 

license for at
 least 3 years

HIRING 
DRIVERS

We are looking for caring 
individuals to provide safe 
and efficient transportation on 
our team of School Bus Drivers 
serving the communities of 
Agawam, Hampden, East
Longmeadow, Longmeadow, 
Ludlow, West Springfield,
Wilbraham and Southwick.

Currently licensed CDL School Bus Drivers
We also offer FREE, paid CDL License Training

Apply online at LPVEC.ORG
Call 413-789-3291 or apply in person at 

384 SHOEMAKER LANE, AGAWAM

BENEFITS

• Health Insurance
• Paid Personal and Sick Time
• State Retirement
• Medical flexible spending account 

for health care & dependent care

*Typical routes average 25-30 hours 
per week,  mornings and afternoons 
each school day

REQUIREMENTS
• Minimum 21 years of age
•  Valid driver’s license for at
 least 3 years
• Must be able to obtain a MA 
 CDL Permit with Passenger 
 and School Bus Endorsements
• Must be able to pass a background 

check,  drug test and DOT physical

TRAINING 
PROGRAMS 

START 
IMMEDIATELY

Apply online at LPVEC.org
Call 413-789-3291

In Person at 384 Shoemaker Lane, Agawam

18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches
Pine • Spruce • Hemlock • Cedar • Red, Black & Brown

Playground • Forest Blend • Topsoil • Seasoned Firewood

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

Tom Wadzinski is the troop leader for Boy Scout 
Troop #359 at St. Cecelia’s Parish. He came with troop 
members Daniel Heinold and James Wadzinski, his son, 
to volunteer. 

“We heard about the need and sign-up sheets went 
out to the boys and different boys signed up for different 
times across the weekend,” Wadzinski said. 

Wadzinski said he wants the troop to learn about vol-
unteerism, community service and “getting an apprecia-
tion for how communities work.” 

“I think the boys get a lot of it just being out and help-
ing people out, so it’s important for them to learn about 
and be a part of,” Wadzinski said. 

Susan Magee said the 
event is exciting “because 
you never know what 
you’re going to get.”

Magee has been with 
the group for over 20 years 
and hopes the communi-
ty checks out the library 
more. 

The library is in Crane 
Park Commons off Main 
Street. 

“I don’t think people 

Tanja Olson, board member for Wilbraham Friends of the Library, shows off the display 
table during the “Clean Your Closets!” Fund Drive event at Wilbraham Public Library. 

Jean Heinold shows a received donation during the “Clean Your Closets” Fund Drive 
event at Wilbraham Public Library. She came with her son, Daniel, to volunteer with 
the Friends of the Library. 

are aware of the library and how it isn’t just books any-
more. They even loan us a sewing machine, for instance. 
They have a program of unusual things that somebody 
might need and return, just like a book. They’re doing 
more things than people realize,” Magee said. 

To learn more about the Friends, visit http://wilbra-
hamlibrary.org/friends.asp. 

CLOTHING from page 1

 (L to R) James Wadzinski and Daniel Heinold assist a 
resident dropping off donations during the “Clean Your 
Closets” Fund Drive event at Wilbraham Public Library. 
The boys are also members of Boy Scout Troop #359 at 
St. Cecelia’s Parish.  (Staff photos by Kristin Rivers)

Event volunteers greet residents dropping off donations 
during the “Clean Your Closets” Fund Drive event at 
Wilbraham Public Library.
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www.richardgreeninsurance.com 
Fax: 413-267-3496

Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

• AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE

32 Somers Rd., Hampden • 566-0028128 Main St., Monson • 267-3495

Two Locations:

Please visit our website for an auto,
homeowners, or life insurance quotes

• Great Locations • Registry service
• Quotes gladly given • We make housecalls

Beautiful Hanging BasketsBeautiful Hanging Baskets
Petunias, Geraniums, Combinations Petunias, Geraniums, Combinations & More& More

Geraniums, New Guinea Impatiens, Scaevola, Verbena, 
Heliotrope, Bacopa, Herbs, Tomatoes, 

Vegetables, Market Packs & More.

Open 7 Days! Mon.-Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-5
276 Fuller Street, Ludlow • (413) 583-5529

We Grow What We Sell
ANNUALS  • HANGING BASKETS • GERANIUMS

❀ Gifts for Mom ❀

BERRY KNOLLGARDENS

Ludlow Self Storage
50% OFF 
Your 1st Month’s Rent
With This Coupon
(For New Customers Only) 

LOWEST 
PRICES IN 
THE AREA!
Visit Our Website For More Specials:

ludlowselfstorage.com
291 Moody St., Ludlow, MA

413-800-6022

All Creatures Great and Small
Saturday, May 13th

12:30 PM – 3:00 PM

FEDERATED 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

 590 Main Street, Hampden, MA 01036

(All Dogs 
Must Be 
Leashed)   

K-9 Unit 
Demonstration

at 12:30 PM

Baby Farm Animals
with ANIMAL CRAZE of  Winchendon, MA

1:00PM – 3:00 PM 
Ducks, 
Chicks, 
Bunnies, 

Baby Goats, 
Baby Pigs 
& Pets!

Blessing of 
the Animals

at 1:00 PM

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The library is finaliz-
ing plans to kick off summer program-
ming, including the Summer Reading 
program.

Young Adult Librarian Maxine Gi-
rard said summer events are currently 
in the works, with planning for events to 
fall on Saturdays and Thursdays during 
summer reading time. 

The summer reading program will 
start with a fun event with food and ther-
apy dogs. 

“On June 24, we have our Summer 
Reading Kickoff with the Bright Spot 
Therapy Dogs and the ice cream truck 
and all the fun stuff,” she said. 

Girard said Summer Reading takes 
place throughout the summer and will 
wrap up for teens on Aug. 3, with a Teen 
Summer Reading Party planned for 
Aug. 5. 

“Within that time frame, we’ll have 
something fun going on on Saturdays 
and Thursdays, just something to do 
when they’re home during the summer,” 
she said. 

Girard loves doing summer events, 
particularly the summer reading offer-
ings. 

“I think summer reading is a real-
ly fun time because it’s an opportunity 
for kids to read without the pressure or 
expectation of school. They don’t have 
to do reading logs or having assigned 
books,” she said. “This really is an op-
portunity for them to pick what they 

like, what they’re interested in, whether 
it’s a novel, a graphic novel, manga or 
audiobooks. There’s such a wide variety 
and there are so many awesome books 
to read.”

She added having fun summer events 
is also enjoyable. 

“Seeing everybody interact with 
each other during the summer and just 
hearing what they’ve been up to, it’s al-
ways fun,” she said. 

Reflecting on past summer events, 
Girard shared what the library has done 
before, explaining, “We have a couple 
that really stand out.” 

“A couple of years ago we did Gin-
gerbread in July, so we made our own 
little gingerbread houses. Last year, our 
‘foodish’ activity was candy sushi and 
that was a lot of fun. A couple of the par-
ticipants actually made real sushi,” she 
said. “Those were a couple of the really 
fun ones.” 

Spring events, meanwhile, are active, 
including the new Anime and Manga 
Club launched in April and other pro-
grams. 

“We’re hoping to continue that pro-
gramming and build a core group of par-
ticipants who really enjoy it,” she said. 

Girard encouraged the community to 
stop by during the summer to participate 
in events and read books. 

“We have so much programming for 
kids, teens. The adults have their own 
thing going on,” she said. “It’s just al-
ways nice to have a core group of people 
coming in and just building that sense of 
community in the library.” 

Library shares plans for 
summer programming Parking Restrictions and 

Road Closures
(Courtesy of the

Wilbraham Police Department) 

WILBRAHAM – On Saturday, May 
13, between 7:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m., a 
parking ban will be in effect on the fol-
lowing streets due to the Monson Road 
Hill Climb event. Vehicles parked while 
attending the town-wide tag sale may 
temporarily park on these streets but tag 
sale parking will be limited to 20 minutes:

1. Main Street Between Tinkham  
 Road and Faculty Street
2. Springfield Street Between Main  
 Street and Ripley Street 
3. Burt Lane 
4. Crane Park Drive 
5. Bolles Road 
6. Pomeroy Street 
7. Hunting Lane  

8. Miles Morgan Court 
9. Willowbrook Lane 
10. Woodland Dell Road 
11. Brookmont Drive between Main  
 Street and Hilltop Drive 
12. Mountain Road between Main  
 Street and 509 Mountain Road 
13. Ridge Road Between Monson  
 Road and 200 feet north on  
 Ridge Road 
14. Peak Road Between Monson  
 Road and 200 feet south on  
 Peak Road       

Road Closures
On May 13, between 7 a.m. and 3:30 

p.m., the northbound lane of Main Street 
between Tinkham Road and Burt Lane 
will be closed. The southbound lane of 
Main Street will remain completely open 
at all times.  

On May 13 between 7 a.m. and 3 p.m. 
Monson Road will be closed to all traffic 
between Main Street and Ridge Road.   

Monson Road Hill Climb Event

HAMPDEN – Healing Touch Spiri-
tual Practices will be offered on Wednes-
day evenings from 7-8 p.m. 
at Federated Community 
Church, 590 Main St. in 
Hampden. First come, first 
served. Donations are ac-
cepted. Come and experi-
ence intentional prayer so 
that the spirit of healing 
may flow freely through 
your body. Please enter 
through the door in the 
back of the church – the 
group will meet on the sec-
ond floor. 

Healing Touch Spiritual Practices
at Federated Community Church
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Letters to the editor 
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anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
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telephone number. We must 
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be libelous or contain un-
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Editor

VIEWPOINTS

In the pantheon of writings about Congress, 
California Rep. Katie Porter’s new book will al-
most certainly draw attention for her unvarnished 
takes on the institution and her colleagues. In “I 
Swear: Politics is Messier Than My Minivan,” 
Porter finds plenty of targets, including her fellow 
House members, staffers, lobbyists – and how a 
seat in Congress is increasingly out of reach for 
ordinary Americans.

“Congress is full of multimillionaires for the 
same reason that the NBA is full of tall people,” 
Porter – a single working mother – writes. 

“It’s easier to get recruited and win with such 
advantages.”

That’s all good fodder for commentary, but the 
line that really drew my attention is one that proba-
bly won’t get much notice. “As I see it,” she writes, 
“the real work of Congress is civic education.”

I agree. 
Nowhere in the Constitution does it say that 

the job of members of Congress is to educate their 
constituents, colleagues or Americans as a whole, 
but the plain truth is that they can’t be effective 
as representatives or as politicians on Capitol Hill 
unless they do. Serving as trustworthy sources of 
facts and analysis ought to be a key part of every 
legislator’s responsibilities, both in their chambers 
and at home.

There are any number of reasons for this. The 
issues Congress deals with are often complicated 
and full of nuance, but even on some of the most 
basic facts, there’s widespread misunderstanding. 
No, foreign aid is not a significant part of the U.S. 
budget; it’s less than 1%. 

No, undocumented immigrants aren’t dispro-
portionately responsible for crimes, compared to 
native-born Americans. No, China doesn’t own 
more than half of U.S. debt; in fact, the largest for-
eign holder of the debt, at least as of late last year, 

was Japan, but even it pales in comparison to the 
almost 22% of that debt held by the federal gov-
ernment itself (Social Security is a big player) and 
the 20% by the Federal Reserve system.

My point here is not to bombard you with facts, 
but to say that they matter when policy is being for-
mulated. That’s especially true in Congress, where 
the starting point for reaching some sort of com-
promise on any given issue is being able to agree 
on a common set of facts. To build consensus, you 
have to clear misperceptions out of the way – in 
such a politically diverse body it’s hard enough to 
hammer out an agreement when everyone agrees 
on the basics, but it’s  impossible when the players 
can’t even find common ground on the facts.

This holds equally true when members of Con-
gress and political candidates try to explain their 
positions or build support for them with the public. 
Voters are inundated with “information” – some of 
it reliable, much of it not. Our system asks them 
to sort through it and arrive at conclusions about 
what’s best for their communities and the country 
as a whole. Legislators have access to a broad ar-
ray of trustworthy information and analysis, and 
in an ideal world would play a key part in helping 
ordinary Americans work through and understand 
the issues in front of them.

But, of course, we don’t live in an ideal world. 
Lots of powerful groups – some legitimate, some 
malign – seek to manipulate public opinion and 
they’re very good at it. Even worse, some mem-
bers of Congress and of state legislatures in recent 
years have shown themselves less interested in 
purveying facts than politically convenient mis-
information. For politicians who are dedicated 
to communicating the facts and what they mean 
for policy, the sheer cacophony of misleading in-
formation and trolling by their colleagues makes 
things much more difficult.

This does not mean, however, that they should 
just throw up their hands. In the end, representative 
democracy is a dialogue between citizens seeking 
to make good judgments and elected officials de-
termined to help them do so. 

Politicians who are devoted to understanding 
the facts that underlie complex issues and then 
to explaining them to the public perform a vital 
service in our democracy. Those are ones who de-
serve our respect and support.

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the Indi-
ana University Center on Representative Govern-
ment; a Distinguished Scholar at the IU Hamilton 
Lugar School of Global and International Stud-
ies; and a Professor of Practice at the IU O’Neill 
School of Public and Environmental Affairs. He 
was a member of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives for 34 years.

One of Congress’s 
most important jobs 
has gotten much 
harder

Attention
Wilbraham
Homeowners 

The Town of Wilbraham has by-
laws, which were prudently crafted 
to protect both owners’ rights and the 
residential character of our Town. Two 
articles (30 and 31) seek to change 
those bylaws by allowing for what 
would change neighborhoods entirely. 

Imagine if several properties on 
your street have what these changes al-
low….transformed into Boston Road. 
This will happen, folks. Whoever 
wants these odious changes will pack 
Town Meeting and get them. Your 
home’s value will be enormously di-
minished forever.

Please get to Town Meeting 7 
p.m., May 15 at Minnechaug to vote 
AGAINST Articles 30 and 31 and 
FOR your property values.

Marjorie Pessolano,
Wilbraham

Thank you to
first responders

A SINCERE THANK YOU to Ty-
rone James Osoimalo and Daniel P. Fa-
gan for calling 911 to report my body 
lying on  Main St, near Whitford Place 
and Officer Jack Alberici for responding 
and calling for the Fire Department am-
bulance, driven by EMT Patrick Farrow 
with EMT Andy Nothe, who attended 
me in the rear.

Thank you Officer Jack Alberici for 
bringing my bike back to my house. I 
don’t know how you knew where I 
lived. I was glad to find that you are Jim 
Alberici’s grandson after thanking you 
in person last week, three weeks later. 

I wouldn’t know any of this infor-
mation without asking for a police re-
port because I don’t even remember 
falling  off my bike and only remember 
being in the emergency ward of Bay 
State Medical Hospital.

We are fortunate to have concerned 
people and competent and caring public 
safety professionals. 

-Don Flannery,
Wilbraham 

Comments on
  Congress

By Lee Hamilton
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By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

HAMPDEN – A group of more than 100 residents 
voted on 26 warrant articles during Hampden’s Annual 
Town Meeting at Thornton W. Burgess School on May 8. 

Over the course of three hours, much was discussed, 
as residents weighed the pros and cons of approving or 
denying potential expenditures.

To begin the meeting, Library Trustee Chair Beth 
Burger was recognized for her 36-year tenure on the 
board, as she prepares to move on to new endeavors. 

After Article 1, focused on the Annual Town Reports, 
passed, voters set their sights on the Annual Operating 
Budget, which Advisory Committee Co-Chair Carol 
Fitzgerald said amounts to approximately $15,8 million, 
a 4.5% increase from last year. Article 2 passed. 

The Advisory Committee recommended no action on 
Article 3, pertaining to the town reports, as there are no 
prior year unpaid bills. The voters followed the board’s 
recommendation. 

Residents voted in favor of Article 4, which addressed 
Fiscal 2024 spending limits for revolving funds. 

The approved total expenditure for the Building De-
partment fund is $85,000, the Cemetery Commission 
Fund is $30,000, the Council on Aging Fund is $21,000, 
the Library Fund is $3,000, the Conservation Com-
mission Fund is $25,000, the Planning Board Fund is 
$10,000 and the Board of Health Fund is $20,000. 

Residents approved Article 5, pertaining to an en-
terprise fund for the transfer station. Approximately 
$34,740 will be spent on salaries and $64,000 will be 
spent on trash hauling.

After a long discussion, both parts of Article 6 passed. 
The town will appropriate $63,000 from the Community 
Preservation Fund for the purchase of a 13.7-acre parcel 
at 0 Walnut Road for conservation purposes. 

The town will also appropriate $45,000 from the 
Community Preservation Fund for the purchase of adap-
tive playground equipment at the Green Meadow School 
by the Hampden- Wilbraham Regional School District. 

Article 7 passed, enabling the town to raise $1,000 
for the Conservation Fund to acquire land available to 
Hampden for conservation purposes. 

Article 8 passed, providing financial aid to the High-
way Department. For Fiscal 2024, the Massachusetts De-
partment of Transportation has announced that Hampden 
will receive $251,969 for a road improvement project. 

Residents voted to pass Article 9, providing the li-
brary with additional aid from the Massachusetts Board 
of Library Commissioners. 

By voting in favor of Article 10, residents approved 
an expenditure of $3,200 for the Minnechaug Land Trust 
to grind stumps that remained after the removal of dead 
and dying trees at the South Road entrance to the Min-
nechaug Mountain Conservation Land. 

Article 11 passed, meaning that the fire department 
will receive funding to renovate a 2002 International 
fire truck, Engine #2. A cost estimate is not yet avail-
able. 

Article 12 passed, allowing the town to raise money 
to maintain its 12 defibrillators. The fire department has 
five of them, the police department also has five, Town 
Hall has one and the senior center has one. 

By passing Article 13, residents approved a local 
match for a grant for a fire department forestry truck. 
The fire department was notified by FEMA last Sep-
tember that it was awarded with an Assistance to Fire-
fighters Grant amounting to $219,047. 

The town must match $10,952 to replace its current 
1953 M37 forestry truck. The new vehicle will be a 

Ford F-540 that will be built with bigger tires and will sit 
higher off the ground than the current vehicle. 

Article 14 passed, granting the Highway Department 
the ability to replace its T9 1993 Mack dump truck. The 
normal useful life of a large dump truck is 20 years, and 
the T9 is 30-years-old with 117,000 miles on the odom-
eter. 

The town expects to auction off the aging T9 for be-
tween $12,000 and $15,000. 

Article 15 requested approximately $57,500 to help 
update the town’s master plan, which hasn’t been up-
dated since 1982. After a long discussion, the item was 
defeated. 

Article 16, a citizen’s petition regarding ambulance 
transport services, was defeated.

No action was taken on Article 17, which requested 
that the town treasurer borrow a sum of money to contin-
ue the program to build a town wide fiber optic system. 

No action was also taken on Article 18, regarding 
borrowing or transferring from unappropriated funds a 
sum of money to fund the design of an expansion to the 
Hampden Senior Center. 

Article 19, pertaining to an amendment to the Hamp-
den Zoning Code, passed by a two-thirds vote. 

Article 20 passed, allowing the town to enter into an 
easement agreement with National Grid at town-owned 
land located at Cross Road. 

Article 21 passed, allowing the town to invest $10,000 
into its planning for Hampden’s 150th anniversary in 
2028. The celebration will occur over four years, and it 
is expected that more funding will be requested at future 
town meetings. 

Residents voted to pass Article 22, enabling the 
Hampden Assessors to fund property revaluation and 
other expenses resulting from Massachusetts Department 
of Revenue mandates. 

Article 23 passed, allowing the town to pay retro-
actively to fund the School Resource Officer for Fiscal 
2023 at Minnechaug Regional High School. 

Article 24 also passed, providing $25,000 to the Re-
serve Fund, which is used to cover extraordinary or un-
foreseen departmental expenses.

Article 25 passed, transferring money to the General 
Stabilization Fund, which sits north of $2 million. 

Lastly, no action was taken on Article 26, which 
asked to reduce the tax rate.

Hampden residents vote on 26 warrant articles

Residents raised cards to approve warrant articles 
during the May 8 Annual Town Meeting. 

Moderator Rick Green speaks as the Selectmen look on 
during the May 8 Annual Town Meeting. 

Over 100 people filled the TWB cafeteria for the Annual 
Town Meeting. 

Advisory Committee co-Chair Dough Boyd speaks on 
May 8. 

Staff photos by Dalton Zbierski
Moderator Rick Green speaks on May 8 at TWB. 

Connie Witt asks a question during Monday’s Annual 
Town Meeting. 

HIGHWAY AUTO
SALVAGE INC.

USED AUTO PARTS

www.highwayautosalvage.com
M-F 8 am- 5 pm • FREE REMOVAL MA • CT • VT • NY

182 Mt. Tom Rd. (Rt.5)  |  Northampton, MA  |  413.586.0690

WE BUY 
JUNK CARS 

& 
ANYTHING 

METAL

Unwanted
Vehicles 

and Heavy 
Equipment

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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is the Reason and Arthur Too! Fight for 
Autism to raise awareness. He is thrilled 
that the his department made the effort to 
raise autism awareness and chose to do-
nate to Flutie’s foundation. 

“Mental health is very important to-
day, especially in the law enforcement 
field. We’re out there to help out and 
spread the awareness,” Kenison said. “It 
hits home for me, but I think it does for 
everyone because you’ll get calls where 
you’ll go to homes where there are indi-
viduals struggling with autism. We’re get-
ting better training for it, and this is also 
spreading awareness for the public to be 
aware of what autism is like.”

Police Association President William 
Jacques, a Hampden police officer, said 
the autism patch is the third patch de-
signed and worn by department members 
over the past seven months.

Last October, the association sold 
breast cancer awareness patches, donat-
ing proceeds to Rays of Hope, a Spring-
field-based foundation that raises money 
for breast cancer research and helps indi-
viduals in their fights against cancer. 

In March, department members wore 
St. Patrick’s Day-themed patches, and 
local business owner Keith Isham deliv-
ered them to different establishments in 

Ireland. 
Jacques credits new Police Officer 

Sean Auclair, formerly of the Ludlow Po-
lice Department, for inspiring the patch 
fundraisers. Auclair noted that numerous 
local departments were holding similar 
patch fundraisers and thought it would be 
valuable for Hampden to participate in a 
drive of its own. 

Jacques credits Trombly for allowing 
the officers to wear the patches during 
each fundraiser and discussed how the 
initiative helps unite community mem-
bers. 

“A lot of people purchase the patches 
just to have now in their personal collec-
tion,” he said. “It gets you talking to ev-
eryone in the community, and sometimes 
it’s not just about police stuff. (Residents) 
get to know you as a person, and it’s pret-
ty rewarding when they come up and (ask 
about the patch). People will approach 
you a lot easier I think.” 

Jacques said that the department hopes 
to bring new patches into the fold soon, 
and Trombly has given the association his 
support. Jacques anticipates that the next 
patch could support fallen military heroes. 

“Whatever other patches we can come 
up with, I think we’re going to try to pass 
them and get them approved to wear and 
sell,” he said.

CLUES ACROSS
1. Midway between 

south and southeast
4. Fathers
9. Wine grape
14. Al Bundy’s wife
15. Organic compound
16. Venezuelan state
17. Interest term
18. Experts
20. Central cores of 

stems
22. Smooth and glossy
23. One-time S. Korean 

city
24. One from Damascus
28. Short message at 

the end of an email
29. It cools your home
30. Oh, God!
31. Intestinal pouches
33. Men
37. Popular English 

soccer team (abbr.)
38. Former CIA
39. Arrange in steps
41. A baglike structure 

in a plant or animal

42. The Great Lake 
State

43. Dog-__: to mark a 
page

44. Stop moving
46. Ancient Dead Sea 

region
49. Of I
50. Clerical vestment
51. Songs sung to a 

lover
55. Charges
58. Popular design 

program 
manufacturer

59. Where to park a boat
60. One who values 

reason
64. Slang for cigarette
65. Sailboats
66. Actress Zellweger
67. Screen material
68. Country music 

legend Haggard
69. Puts together in time
70. When you hope to 

arrive

CLUES DOWN
1. An involuntary and 

abnormal muscular 
contraction

2. Philly’s rail service
3. Leaves a place
4. No longer be a part in
5. Guitar players use 

them
6. Cease to exist
7. General’s assistant 

(abbr.)
8. Shaking of the earth
9. Strong winds
10. For each one
11. A bog
12. The creation 

of beautiful or 
significant things

13. Affirmative
19. Pie _ __ mode
21. Nonclerical
24. Inspirational football 

player Hamlin
25. Learning 

environment
26. Khoikhoi peoples
27. Bring out or develop

31. Shows up
32. Theatrical device
34. Loads
35. Popular Hollywood 

alien
36. Distinguishes
40. College dorm 

worker
41. Secondary or 

explanatory title
45. Resembling wings
47. One who delivers a 

speech
48. In the middle
52. Loop with a running 

knot
53. Airborne (abbr.)
54. Beloveds
56. Ordain
57. Breed of small cattle
59. Very small period of 

time (abbr.)
60. Revolutions per 

minute
61. They __
62. Longtime ESPN 

anchor Bob
63. A place to stay

AUTISM from page 1

HAMPDEN – The Minnechaug 
Land Trust is planning a volun-
teer maintenance day on Saturday, May 
13 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Come join us 
to spruce up the South Road entrance of 
Minnechaug Mountain! 

The Land Trust recently completed 
a land management project at the South 
Road parking lot to clear invasive pop-
lars that have grown extensively around 
the beautiful old stone wall at the en-
trance. The land management project 
will keep the parking lot safe and clear, 
and help maintain the adjacent grassy 
meadow for wildlife viewing, birding 
and native turtles. We hope to continue 
updates to the entrance by painting the 
bench and kiosk at the trailhead and cre-
ating simple bog bridges over wet areas 
of the trail from the  parking lot to the 
woods.  

The Land Trust is looking for vol-
unteers to paint the bench and kiosk at 
the park entrance. We are also in need of 
volunteers who are able to help assem-

ble simple  bog bridges over wet areas 
of the trail that begins at the parking lot. 

The group will meet at the South 
Road entrance of Minnechaug Moun-
tain;  located roughly 0.5 miles from 
Main Street, Hampden. The parking 
lot is located on the right-hand side of 
South Road. Volunteers are welcome to 
meet up with us anytime between 10-
1. A digital copy of the trail map can 
be found on our website, www.min-
nechauglandtrust.org.

Sturdy shoes, clothes that can get 
dirty, gloves, water, bug spray and a 
backpack are recommended, other tools 
will be provided. Questions about vol-
unteering can be sent to jenn.bagge@
gmail.com.

Volunteer trail days are a fantastic 
way to get outside and give back within 
the community. Without you, our love-
ly trail systems, serene woodlands, and 
iconic views would not exist. Thank you 
for your support.

Minnechaug Land Trust to host 
Volunteer Day, May 13

BOSTON – State Rep. Ashe (D-Long-
meadow) and his colleagues in the Massa-
chusetts House of Representatives passed 
the Fiscal Year 2024 budget. This budget 
responds to the needs of residents and 
makes targeted investments that provide 
support for families across the Common-
wealth. Included in the $56.2 billion bud-
get is permanent funding for universal 
school meals, free community college 
for qualifying residents, and investments 
in child care funded by the authorization 
of online purchasing options for the state 
lottery. 

“This is a historic budget that will pos-
itively affect the Commonwealth for years 
to come,” Ashe said in a statement. “The 
programs, opportunities, and organiza-
tions funded by this budget, like universal 
free school lunches and free community 
college, will allow the Commonwealth to 
continue being at the forefront of science, 
technology, healthcare, and education.” 

Ashe was able to secure funding for 
numerous organizations within the 2nd 
Hampden district. The East Longmead-

ow Pleasant View Senior Center secured 
funding for a new transportation van, 
while the Zoo in Forest Park will be re-
ceiving funding to continue it’s educa-
tional work for children and adults alike 
along with covering the costs of animal 
care. Both the Springfield Symphony Or-
chestra and the Naismith Memorial Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame received funding as 
well, allowing them both to lead the way 
in revitalizing the community of down-
town Springfield. The East Longmead-
ow American Legion Post #293 will be 
receiving funding for critical repairs to 
the site, allowing our veterans to continue 
having a space filled with community and 
camaraderie. Rachel’s Table will receive 
funding to continue their mission of pro-
viding food to those in need, while West-
field State University will receive funding 
for an early college program for nursing 
and health science pathways. 

More information on the budget and 
funding throughout the Commonwealth 
can be found on the Massachusetts Leg-
islature’s website. 

HAMPDEN – On May 18 at 7 p.m., 
the Hampden Garden Club will present 
guest speaker John Root, who will be 
doing a PowerPoint presentation on the 
“Majesty and Mystery of Crop Circles”. 

The presentation will feature designs 
that have been appearing with increas-
ing sophistication during the past three 

decades in farmers’ fields and other lo-
cations all over the world. 

The guest fee costs $5. Any ques-
tions can be directed to Lil Fedora at 
413-566-1137.

The Garden Club is celebrating 91 
years of existence. 

Come see ‘Majesty and Mystery 
of Crop Circles’ at Academy Hall

Ashe and colleagues pass FY24 
House budget

LUDLOW – The Ludlow Elks Lodge 
at 69 Chapin Street in Ludlow is sponsor-
ing an adult “Senior Prom” dinner-dance 
on June 16. All ages are welcome and at-
tendees are encouraged to “dress to im-
press”. The doors will open at 5:30 p.m. 
with a social hour until 6:30 p.m. The 
beverage bar is cash only with an ATM 
in the building. The all-you-can-eat buf-
fet dinner will be served from 6:30-7:30 
p.m. and will feature delicious roast beef, 
chicken & broccoli alfredo, fish fillet, rice, 
vegetable, salad, rolls, coffee and tea.  

From 7:30-10:30 p.m. the famous five-
piece band COVER-2-COVER will be 
playing all of your dance favorites from 
the 60’s, 70’s, and 80’s. Ask the band to 
play your favorite prom song from your 
graduating class! Dress to impress with 
that poodle skirt or prom gown, but don’t 
forget those dancing shoes! Tickets are 
offered for singles, couples or you can 
buy an entire table of eight seats! A table 
purchase is a great idea for local compa-

nies to recognize their employees! Call 
your friends and reserve an entire table 
for your graduation class! This truly will 
be a night to remember! Some of you may 
be lucky enough to have the same prom 
date for this event that you had for your 
senior prom! Don’t miss this evening of 
dining, dancing and reminiscing back to 
the fun of your senior class!  

Tickets are on sale from May 1 to June 
1 by calling 413-596-6890. Ticket pricing 
is $25 for a single, $50 for a couple, or 
$200 for an eight-seat table. Tickets are 
also available from the Elks Lodge Mem-
ber Hall if you are a member or know 
of one. Credit Cards, cash or checks are 
accepted for ticket purchases. You must 
have a valid email address to purchase 
tickets as the tickets will be sent to your 
email address only and will not be mailed. 
Tickets may also be ordered to be picked 
up at the “will call” desk upon your arriv-
al at the event. Tickets will not be sold at 
the door.

Ludlow Elks Lodge sponsors ‘Senior 
Prom’ Dinner-Dance for adults
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JUNK REMOVAL
ATTIC, CELLAR & GARAGE CLEAN OUTS

1/2 The Price of Big 1-800 Co.
Support Small Business, Keep Money Local

BOB ROBILLARDS RUBBISH REMOVAL

537-5090Family owned and 
operated since 1950

SALES   ◆   SERVICE   ◆   INSTALLATION
Contact the experts at

• Pool Opening 
Services

• Liner Changes
• Equipment 

Service and 
Repairs

• Pool Removals
• Above-Ground 

Installations
• In-Ground 

Installations
• Safety Covers
• Luxury Spas

Create paradise 
in your own backyard

Our showroom is NOW OPEN at
3339 Boston Road, 

Wilbraham, MA
413-371-5550

www.seasonspoolandpatio.com
Store Hours: Mon.-Wed. 9am-5pm; 

Thurs 9am-7pm; Fri. 9am-5pm; 
Sat. 9am-4pm; Sun. Closed

Flowers, flowers, flowers, smiles, 
smiles, smiles and then more of 
both! That’s exactly what we got 

from everyone involved! With flowers 
galore, in mid-April we traveled to the 
Hampshire Mall and the Holyoke Mall 
to do Random Acts of Kindness. We gave 
many unsuspecting shoppers a beautiful 
flower for no other reason than to just im-
prove their day!

We put smiles on approximately 700 
faces of flower recipients, however, the 
good feelings and smiles that this pro-
duced went way beyond these people. 
Various florists that donated all these 
flowers for the residents at Keystone 
Commons in Ludlow to do this fun Ran-
dom Acts of Kindness day were so happy 
and excited about this idea that they were 
extremely generous with their donations. 
The observers of us doing these gestures 
also had huge smiles on their faces and 
the residents giving out the flowers, well 
their faces glowed with permanent smiles 
as they greeted the shoppers and gave 
them a flower. What happiness this pro-
duced for everyone!

Some shoppers thought we were sell-
ing the flowers and then their faces lit up 
as we explained our reason for doing this, 
just to make their day a better one. Oth-
ers tried to give us money as a donation, 
which of course we refused; we were do-
ing this as our way of giving back to the 
community and doing Random Acts of 
Kindness.

One recipient shared it was her birth-
day, another receiving a yellow flower 
told us it was her grandmother’s favorite 
color so we gave her two so she could 
pass one along to grandma and another 
even had tears in her eyes when handed 
the flower. We just never know what an-

other is going through and for us; it was 
sheer joy to make their day a better one 
by giving them a gorgeous fresh flower.

Through the incredible contributions 
of the following florists, we were able to 
be successful in our vision of the day! Par-
ticipants were: Floral Concepts by Tom in 
Agawam; in Chicopee was Golden Blos-
som Flowers and McClellend’s Florist; 
Mark Henry Florist in Indian Orchard, 
Kinderhook Flowers in Hampden also 
helped along with Heavenly Inspirations 
and Randall’s Farm Greenhouse, both in 
Ludlow; Wilbraham Florist in Wilbraham 
and Durocher Florist in West Springfield 
were also among the donors. Over 700 
thank you’s to you for your amazing gen-
erosity!

We wanted to make sure every recip-
ient knew who the businesses were that 
participated so made a small spread sheet 
listing each florist’s name, address with 
their phone number and attached one to 
each flower! Now this certainly would 
have been a daunting task to take on 
myself so incorporated some wonderful 
friends of mine for their help with this 
project. Guess what?? More smiles! One 
of the florists had over ordered Easter Lil-
ly’s so offered them to me which in turn 
I offered to each friend who had helped 

me tag the 700 flowers! It was definitely a 
win-win, fun kind of day!

When I explained our desire of putting 
smiles on people’s faces one florist shared 
with me that one of her own customers 
had done just that! She was a regular 
customer who weekly bought a bouquet 
of flowers for a relative and on a partic-
ular day asked for additional bouquets 
explaining her plan was to randomly give 
them out to people to brighten their day. 
How cool is that! Kindness really starts 
with each of us, so let the thoughtfulness 
start with each of you!

Beyond just being a beautiful addition 
to someone’s surroundings and improving 
their mood, did you know that there are 
proven facts that flowers are beneficial 
to one’s health? Here’s just a few that I 
found interesting. They can reduce stress, 
help you focus, increase your energy, may 
help you physically heal, can aid in relax-

ation and also can increase creativity, in-
novation as well as productivity. Here’s a 
great one too, they can improve your rela-
tionship and bolster your sex appeal! And 
one additional fact we can boast that we 
found to be true is that men love receiving 
flowers too!  

So next time you want to improve your 
own or someone else’s day, consider do-
ing it with flowers and supporting one of 
the above mentioned florists as they sup-
ported us. You’ll know you’re at the right 
florist when you see a beautiful window 
cling-on designed by Turley Publications 
saying they are a ‘Random Acts of Kind-
ness Business.’ Thank you to everyone 
who helped make this such a memorable 
day for so many! Kindness really does 
make a difference!

If you would like to tell me a story 
about a Random Act of Kindness please 
contact me at bdt514@aol.com or 413-
788-7514. You don’t need one, but if 
you’d like to have a predesigned flyer to 
include with your next gesture, let me 
know. It’s a way to keep the memory 
alive long after the gesture is done. Who 
knows, you might see your story in this 
column, ‘Just ‘Cause’ you witnessed, did 
or received something nice being done. 
See you next month with another Random 
Act of Kindness!

By Barb Turcotte

wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com
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264 N Main St. Unit 12, East Longmeadow, MA

413-687-4339
Heidi.Pafumi@raveis.com

Heidi 
Pafumi

Realtor®

HOME SALES ARE

Heidi Pafumi Realtor®

BLOOMING!

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

Outgoing Hampden Library Board of Trustees 
Chair Beth Burger was recognized for her 36 
years of service ahead of the May 8 Annual Town 
Meeting. (Staff photos by Dalton Zbierski) 

Michael Dane of Wilbraham 
recently found this artifact 

while tiling the garden. 

Readers are encouraged to send 
in medium to high resolution 

photos for this page by e-mail to 
dzbierski@turley.com or mail to 

TIMES, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Please note that if you send 
us a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 

background. Examples:
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain.

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

The Hampden Police 
Department donated a 
new tree to replace a 
tree that was damaged. 
Officer William Jacques, 
the School Resource 
Officer for Green 
Meadows School in 
Hampden, is pictured 
in this photo planting 
the new tree in the 
Memorial Garden at Green 
Meadows School. Thank 
you, HPD! (Photo and caption 
courtesy of Principal Sharon 
Moberg) 

In 2022 and 2023, 
the Wilbraham-
Hampden Times 
has partnered 
with Minnechaug 
Regional High 
School mentorship 
program. Pictured 
are past interns 
Seth Chaffee and 
Quinn Suomala 
with editor Dalton 
Zbierski. Thank 
you interns for 
your hard work! 
(Photos courtesy of 
Renee Considine, 
Minnechaug) 
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264 N Main St. Unit 12, East Longmeadow, MA

413-687-4339
Heidi.Pafumi@raveis.com

Heidi 
Pafumi

Realtor®

HOME SALES ARE

Heidi Pafumi Realtor®

BLOOMING!

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

Community Bulletin Board
Send us in

your announcements!
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, 
please keep it to less than 50 words.
Please send to dzbierski@turley.com

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Last month, members of the Hampden Fire 
Department took their training outdoors. 
(Photos courtesy of the Hampden Fire Department) 
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LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. 
NOT YOUR AVERAGE PORK CHOP

CHULETA KAN KAN ...........

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH TWIN PAK

PORK SPARE RIBS ............

USDA INSP. 
$399

lb

SALE DATES: 5/11/23-5/17/23

$199

$299
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

CENTER CUT PORK LOIN
CHOPS or ROAST ................

$299

USDA INSP 
STORE MADE FROZEN

$999
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF PORTERHOUSE or 
T’BONE STEAKS ............................

49¢

USDA INSP. FRESH 
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 1O LB BAG .........

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS TRAY PACK 

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

EASY PEEL RAW SHRIMP
41/50 CT 1 LB ..................................

$1255
ea

20 CT BOX

HAMBURGER PATTIES
            80% LEAN

ea

$155
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN 

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ............
GREAT ON THE GRILL

$277

$699

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS .........
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES FAMILY PAK

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ...........
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
TERIYAKI MARINATED

BLADE STEAKS ...............

$969
lb

CUT 
FREE $177

lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN DELI
BUFFET HAM ....................

$399
lb

$399

FRESH BONELESS

BEEF RIB EYE

BEEF SHOULDER 
LONDON BROIL or STEAKS

$464
lb

WHOLE 
OR HALF

$1670
ea

3 OZ 4 OZ Happy Mother’s Day!Happy Mother’s Day!

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving the Greater Springfield Area”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Hampden senior 
center holds spring
art show 

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Scantic 
River Artisans returned to the 
senior center’s community room 
on May 6 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and May 7 from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. for a spring art show. 

The show was called “It’s a 
Spring Art Thing!” 

During the show, residents 
viewed and purchased art in-
cluding watercolors, photogra-
phy, sculptures, welded steel, 
oil on glass, pottery and acrylic 
painting. 

Brian McQuillan is a metal 
artist and a Scantic River Arti-

sans member for three years. His 
art comprises 90% recycled met-
al parts, taking his inspiration 
from South Dakota native John 
Lopez. 

McQuillan has done metal 
art for 15 years and came to the 
show with his wife, Marie. 

“Sometimes I’ll get an idea 
from a photograph that’s in the 
news or from a picture of an an-
imal or something like that, and 
other times I just make up my 
own animals, especially the in-
sects,” McQuillan said. 

McQuillan said connecting 
with the community makes do-
ing art shows meaningful. 

“We’ve lived here for over 40 
years and to connect with people, 
to talk with people that come in, 
it’s just as important as the art,” 
McQuillan said. “It’s just a great 
way to connect with people.” 

Joe St. John creates pottery 

and likes “to do different things 
with pottery” including natural 
elements like sticks and twigs, 
pit-fired pottery and more. 

He came back to pottery after 
studying it in college. 

“I’d like to do more shows 
and so I joined this artist group, 
which is a very good artist group, 
which is how I started doing 
things like this,” St. John said.

He appreciates the Scantic 
River Artisans and hopes more 
local people showcase their 
work. 

“When you get into an art 
group like this, you realize how 
many talented people there are in 
this area,” St. John said. “You re-
alize there are so many talented 
people, so it’s good to be a part 
of that.” 

Nan Hurlburt, president of 
the Scantic River Artisans, ex-
plained that the group does four 

annual shows.
“Not every member can do 

every show so we always like to 
make sure we have enough of a 
variety for people coming in to 
look,” Hurlburt said. 

Hurlburt appreciates their 
partnership with the senior cen-
ter. 

“We are just so honored to be 
here and have this beautiful cen-
ter and this beautiful space. So 
many art groups have no place 
to exhibit,” Hurlburt said. “We 
leave our artwork here every 
day for the seniors that come. 
They’re just so pleased they can 
get to see this beautiful artwork.”

Charlann Griswold showed 
off wine-inspired jewelry through 
Tangled Vine Jewelry, a new ven-
ture started last year between her, 
Hurlburt and Heather Black, an-
other jeweler. The line will have 
three different seasonal options 

inspired by wineries. 
Griswold loves 

showcasing the new 
venture and has re-

ceived great feedback so far. 
“The artisan shows are the 

best shows. You’re getting so 
many different vendors, so many 
different people that come to 
these shows. They’re excited,” 
Griswold said. 

Griswold also praised the se-
nior center for their support. 

“It’s just a gem that people 
don’t seem to realize,” Griswold 
said. “They do so many things 
and it’s not just for old people.” 

Residents can learn more 
about Tangled Vine Jewelry at 
tangledvinejewelry.com. 

Hurlburt wants the commu-
nity to know the art shows and 
group are open to all. 

“We’d like to make sure that 
everybody knows that it’s open 
to everybody and that anybody 
can come,” Hurlburt said. “We 
have members who are young 
teens and very senior seniors, so 
we like to make sure we have a 
variety of exhibiting artists.” 

‘It’s a Spring Art Thing’

(L to R) Marie and Brian McQuillan share a display 
of unique metal art creations at the “It’s a Spring Art 
Thing!” art show at the Hampden Senior Center. Brian 
McQuillan is the artist. 

Joe St. John shows off his pottery during the “It’s a 
Spring Art Thing!” art show at the Hampden Senior 
Center. 

Charlann Griswold shows wine-inspired handcrafted 
jewelry during the “It’s a Spring Art Thing!” art show at 
the Hampden Senior Center. The collection is part of a 
new venture called Tangled Vine Finely Crafted Jewelry. 

A collection of art pieces on display during the “It’s 
a Spring Art Thing!” art show at the Hampden Senior 
Center. (Staff photos by Kristin Rivers)

 Frog house and fairy house creations and other pottery 
art by Potter Laura Salerno were on display for residents 
during the “It’s a Spring Art Thing!” art show at the 
Hampden Senior Center.

A pair of oil on glass and oil on panel paintings on 
display during the “It’s a Spring Art Thing!” art show at 
the Hampden Senior Center.
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SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

LOCAL 
KEYTONE 

PROMOTER
Save Up To 
25% OFF 

Retail Prices
Call DD 413-813-2391

Springfield and Ludlow. We have everybody. Everybody 
is welcome,” Graves said. 

Beverlee Corriveau traveled to the community gar-
den from nearby Little Oak Farm, also on Monson Road. 
Corriveau, who has a farm stand across the street, served 
as a vendor last Saturday, selling a variety of vegetables, 
flowers and homemade maple syrup. 

Corriveau complimented the size of the community 
garden and said that the gardening community is friendly 
and willing to help new gardeners. 

“It’s a nice group of people. There’s people here who 
will help you if you’re new to gardening. There’s every-
thing. We have longtime grown up farmers, and every-
body helps everybody,” Corriveau said. 

Elaine Joseph traveled to Wilbraham from Cedar 
Knoll Farm in Lisbon, CT with two Percheron hors-
es named Hank and Harvey. Joseph has participated in 
Wilbraham’s community garden plowing event since its 
inception. 

“We’re plowing these gardens just like they would 
have done 100 years ago or like the Amish do now. That’s 
with various different types of plows. The plow we have 
with Hank and Harvey is actually a contemporary Amish 
plow,” Joseph said. 

Joseph praised Graves for her organizational skills 
and was impressed that Saturday’s event drew a large 
number of people to the community garden. 

During the summer, Joseph operates a carriage busi-
ness and works a number of weddings. On May 6, how-
ever, plowing the community garden served as great a 
change of pace .

“It’s always a really nice little event,” she said. 
“(Graves) always gets some great little vendors here and 
always seems to get some people from the town who like 
to come out and see their plots being plowed. They get 
to have pictures with the horses that plowed their plots.”

As the event ended, Graves noted that further work 
will be done to the garden to prepare it for the season. 
She said the horses make for a grand opening. 

“Everybody loves the horses so this is just a show. 
We’ll go back through here with a tractor to level every-
thing out and even everything up,” she said.

For more information on the community garden, 
Graves can be contacted in the Conservation office at 
596-2800 ext. 204. 

GARDEN  from page 1

Peter and Beverlee Corriveau from Little Oak Farm in 
Wilbraham participated in the “Plowing the Community 
Garden” event on May 6. (Staff photo by Dalton Zbierski)

The community garden in Wilbraham has been freshly 
plowed by a team of horses. (Photo courtesy of Melissa Graves)

The Wilbraham Community Garden has officially been 
plowed. (Photo courtesy of Melissa Graves)

Turley Publications is looking for  a “hands 
on” energetic candidate who loves telling stories 
to be the editor for two weekly publications. This 
position will include managing and coaching a 
small news staff that will provide the community 
with a great local newspaper.

The editor will need to cover local government 
and events while representing the newspaper at 
public venues.

The successful candidate will have strong com-
munity journalism skills and is also expected to 
gather news and write stories for the two papers 
as well as for other occasional companywide 
publications.

This is a job for a self-starter who has a vision 
for growing and connecting with our valued 
readers, and who thoroughly enjoys community 
journalism. 

This full-time position with flexible schedule is 
based in our Palmer office at 24 Water St., this is 
not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:
• Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience
• Willingness to mentor a staff writer and 
    correspondents
• Editing experience and ability to write 
   clean copy in a fast-paced, deadline-driven 
   environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style
• Management experience and/or experience 
   managing content for a print publication.

Please send resume and writing examples to:
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

EDITOR WANTED
Community Newspaper

This Week in Rec
Erin Carroll, Assistant Director

The other day I was walking around the Spec 
Pond Complex and I kept thinking how lucky we 
are in Wilbraham as we truly have some of the best 
playing fields in Western Massachusetts. Our parks 
staff and all the staff at WPRD are truly dedicated, 
passionate professionals and we all take great pride 
in our facilities and programs. Our mission has al-
ways been, and will continue to be, to make sure 
that Wilbraham has the best Parks and Recreation 
programs, events, and facilities possible.

Speaking of events, April was packed with spe-
cial events including the Falcon Trail Race, Spec 
Pond Egg Hunt and Baseball/Softball Opening 
Day. On the horizon are the Spec Pond Fishing 
Derby, and the Kevin Ambrose Memorial Baseball 
Tournament. 

The Spec Pond Fishing Derby will be held on 
Saturday, May 20, 9am–12pm! The Friends of 
Recreation, Parks and Rec Department and the MA 
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife have planned an 
event that is open to residents and non-residents: 
children, adults and seniors. Fishing instructors will 
be available to assist and FREE bait will be provided.  
Trophies will be awarded to the fist 30 kids (12 
and under) who catch a fish. FREE coffee, donuts, 
and water for everyone, all compliments of Rice’s 
Fruit Farm. The GRAND PRIZE for the largest 
fish caught (by length): a $100 DICK’S Sporting 
Goods Gift Certificate, compliments of DICK’S 
Sporting Goods.

DONATION: $2 per person with a maximum of 
$10 per family.

Bait and assistance and some poles will be 
available thanks to the MA Division of Fisheries 
and Wildlife. Register the day of the event at Spec 
Pond. So bring the whole family for a morning of 
outdoor fun with a bit of competition stirred in. The 
fish are waiting!

We rely on the support of sponsors, volun-
teers, and coordinators for all these events and we 
wouldn’t be able to run without the generosity and 
dedication of everyone involved. It is a true team 
effort to run these successful family events so a 
BIG thanks to everyone who has helped or will be 
helping!

Notes:  Visit wilbrahamrec.com for program 
options and details and to register.  

Support the
local businesses
that support your
local newspaper.
Let them know you saw

their ad in the

Wilbraham-Hampden Times
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Wilbraham Friends of 
the Library is holding 
spring plant sale

WILBRAHAM – The Wilbraham 
Friends of the Library is holding a plant 
sale featuring two varieties of annual. The 
sale will be pre-order only through May 
10 with plant pick up on Saturday, May 
13 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Wilbra-
ham Public Library, 25 Crane Park Drive, 
Wilbraham.

We had so much fun at the plant 
sale last fall we are doing it again 
this spring! We are offering annuals - Be-
gonias (pink or white) and Petunias.

These are large plants in five-inch pots 
that are ready to plant and show off. Plants 
are $5 each and available by  pre-order 
only. Deadline for orders is May 10 and 
orders will be available for pick up Sat-
urday, May 13 from 11 to 1 at the library.

Pick up an order form at the library. 
You can also order by emailing friends@
wilbrahamlibrary.org with your name and 
phone number. You will be invoiced and 
can pay through Paypal. You do not need 
to have a Paypal account to pay your in-
voice.

The sale is sponsored by the Wil-
braham Friends of the Library which 
was established in 1973. The Friends of 
the Library fund programs for children, 
teens, and adults, as well as the library’s 
popular Museum Pass program, fur-
nishings, and other library equipment. 
For more information, contact the Friends 
at friends@wilbrahamlibrary.org.

Wilbraham Troop 359 
to hold Annual Mother’s 
Day Plant Sale May 13

WILBRAHAM - Wilbraham Troop 
359 will have their annual Mother’s Day 
Plant Sale on Saturday, May 13 in St. Ce-
cilia’s Church parking lot from 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Sales and donations help pay for 
camping equipment, supplies, program 
materials, registration and activity fees 
throughout the year. People come and 
shop at the troop’s plant sale year after 
year. The generous community support 
is greatly appreciated. Thank you from 
Troop 359. For more info, contact Lorna 
Lawrence 413-214-8771.

Women educators group 
holding scholarship 
benefit tag sale 

The tag sale benefits Greater Spring-
field area high schools 

WILBRAHAM - A scholarship ben-
efit tag sale will be held at Grace Union 
Church on Friday, May 12, and Saturday, 
May 13 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

The DKG Society International for 
Key Women Educators Alpha Chapter 
Massachusetts is hosting the tag sale. The 
group promotes the professional and per-
sonal growth of women educators and ex-
cellence in education. 

The Spring Blowout Sale will have 
clothing, toys and games, household 
goods, jewelry and more.

Proceeds from the tag sale benefit the 
Greater Springfield area high schools. 

Last Wilbraham TAB 
meeting of the year to 
occur May 15

WILBRAHAM – The Wilbraham 
Public Library’s Teen Department an-
nounces the last Teen Advisory Board 
meeting of the school year, TAB Tie Die 
& Pizza Party, on Monday, May 15 from 
4-5 p.m. Teens in grades 6-12 can sign up 
for a fun evening of making tie dye items 
and celebrating another year of TAB. Cur-
rent Teen Advisory Board members are 
inviting all teens to join in the tie dye fun, 
outside at WPL! The Burncoat Center 
for Arts & Wellness will teach teens the 
basics of tie dye, using high quality pro-
fessional dyes. Results will be vibrant and 
last forever.

Each teen needs to bring their own 
100% cotton white item to tie dye (up to 
two per person). Examples include t-shirt, 
hat, shorts, pillowcase or sweatshirt. At 
event, all teens will be supplied with a 
cotton drawstring book bag to tie dye, if 
desired as one of their two items.

Teens should dress accordingly as dye 
may get on clothing.

Grades 6-12 only and free to partic-
ipants. Pizza and drinks will be avail-
able. Online registration is required as 
space is very limited. Sign up at www.
wilbrahamlibrary.org, events, teens or 
call 413-596-6141. This program is made 
possible by the Wilbraham Friends of the 
Library. 

*In case of inclement weather, we will 
notify participants that rain date will be 
used. Rain date is Tuesday, May 23 from 
4 - 5 pm.

Rick’s Place to display 
the Honor Flag
on May 17

WILBRAHAM – Join us on Wednes-
day, May 17 at 6 p.m. at Rick’s Place to 
view the flag that became a symbol of 
hope for all Americans after the World 
Trade Center Tower attacks on 9/11. 

This Honor Flag, and the accompa-
nying marble cross, are being shared in 
communities as a memorial to the victims 
and first responders who perished in this 
tragic event. This is the last time the Hon-
or Flag will visit New England. Rick’s 
Place is named for Rick Thorpe, who died 
in the South Tower on 9/11. Our free grief 
support programs for families are provid-
ed in Rick’s memory. Join us to share this 
important moment.

For more information contact: Brian 
Miller at usmc8942@gmail.com (413)-
378-8541) or info@ricksplacema.org.

Mediterranean
Cookbook available at 
Wilbraham library

WILBRAHAM – The next cookbook 
that will be offered for the Wilbraham 
Public Library’s Cookbook Book Club is 
now available at the library:  “The Com-
plete Mediterranean Cookbook:  500 Vi-
brant, Kitchen-Tested Recipes for Liv-
ing and Eating Well Every Day”.  The 
Cookbook Book Club will be meeting on 
May 15 in the Brooks Room at 6:30 p.m.  
Please register on the library website and 
state your chosen recipe (name and page 
number):  www.wilbrahamlibrary.org.

      

Haiti Meal Re-Packaging 
event to occur May 19 at 
St. Cecilia Parish

WILBRAHAM – Saint Cecilia Par-
ish of Wilbraham’s outreach committee, 
called the “Hope Committee”, which 
stands for “Help Our Parish Expand” is 
again sponsoring the third annual Haiti 
Meal Re-Packaging event. 

The community is invited to partic-
ipate on Friday, May 19. Registration is 
at 3 p.m. at the parish center at 42 Main 
St. and meal re-packaging will conclude 
around 7 p.m.

St. Cecilia Parish members raised just 
over $12,000 to bulk purchase each of 
the 100-pound bags of the several types 
of meal ingredients, which when re-pack-
aged, will result in producing just under 
30,000 family-sized meals, which will 
feed a family of four for one day. The val-
ue of each family-sized meal is about $.35 
each. 

All volunteers must be at least 
18-years-old and there are both standing 
and sitting jobs available. For more infor-
mation about the event, please call Katy 
Reed at 413-495-2547. 

Run for Rice’s 5K Road 
Race set for June 3

WILBRAHAM – The 11th annual 
“Run for Rice’s 5K Road Race” will be 
held on Saturday, June 3 at 9 a.m. This 
popular, family-friendly 5K road race 
begins at Christ the King – Epiphany 
Church, 758 Main Street, Wilbraham, 
MA, and winds through a flat, fast course 
in surrounding neighborhoods, ending at 
Rice Fruit Farm across the street from the 
start. Pre-registration fee for runners and 
walkers is $20, while day-of-race registra-
tion is $25. Ages 18 and under registration 
is $15 including day-of registration. The 
first 150 registered runners by May 20 
will receive our famous race t-shirt fea-
turing the “Running Apple” logo, and all 
registered runners will receive a free Rice 
Fruit Farm ice cream with their bib num-
ber on day of race only. Cash prizes will 
be awarded in several categories, and all 
proceeds benefit the Rice Nature Preserve 
maintenance fund of the Minnechaug 
Land Trust. Race day registration will be 
open from 7:30-8:45 a.m. On-line regis-
tration now available at RunSignUp.com, 
and paper registration forms can be down-
loaded at the Minnechaug Land Trust 
website www.minnechauglandtrust.org .

Rotary Club to hold
another Calendar Raffle

WILBRAHAM – The Wilbra-
ham-Hampden Rotary Club is holding 
another Calendar Raffle throughout the 
months of May and June to raise money 
for local community projects. Calendars 
will be on sale now through the end of 
June for $10 each and are available from 
any club member.

The raffle is different from the one 
held last fall in that only cash prizes will 
be awarded. Prizes will be awarded every 
day of the month of June. “There will be 
a winner every day. That gives every en-
try many chances to win,” announced club 
president Tracey Perry of Country Bank. 
To purchase a calendar contact Perry at 
413-627-2571 or email Happytral6@
gmail.com . All proceeds will be given 
back to the community through various 
service projects and scholarships.

Garden Club Plant & 
Bake Sale to be held 
May 13

WILBRAHAM – The Wilbraham 
Garden Club Is holding their annual Plant 
& Bake Sale on Saturday, May 13 from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on the grounds of the Wil-
braham Library (located off Main Street 
behind the Veterans Memorial at Crane 
Park).  

The sale will have perennials, annu-
als, hanging baskets, herbs, potted plants 
ready for Mother’s Day gift giving and a 
variety of sun loving and shade plants as 
well. The bake sale will include cakes, 
pies, breads, muffins, cookies and various 
homemade goodies. This is the club’s ma-
jor fundraising effort of the year, which 
enables the club to lend monetary support 
to many projects that enhance life in Wil-
braham.   For more information contact 
Christine Scibelli, Chair for the event at 
(413) 596-3355.

 
 

Hampden
Senior Center Trips

HAMPDEN – The senior trip “Cruise 
on the Cape Cod Canal” will happen on 
Tuesday,, June 13; all-you-can-eat lunch 
at Mezza Luna Restaurant before our 
narrated cruise; a stop at Wright’s Dairy 
Farm & Bakery all for only $125/pp. Pay-
ment deadline May 31.

A tribute to Garth Brooks at the Log 
Cabin will entertain us on Wed, July 
12 with your choice of Lobster or Prime 
Rib for lunch all for only $85/pp. Payment 
deadline June 23. No bus, Self-Drive.

A great trip to The Aqua Turf Club on 
Tuesday, Aug 15th    for “Come Fly with 
Me”, a musical journey through the de-
cades;  coffee/donuts,  free drink, lunch, 
show & door prize, all for only $119/pp. 
Payment deadline Aug 1.

On Tuesday, Sept. 12,  start the day 
with a great lunch a Maggiano’s Little It-
aly in Boston; the Fun begins when you 
board your Boston Duck Boat for a fasci-
nating tour, including background info on 
the Ducks, Free Time in Quincy Market, 
all for only $140/pp. Payment deadline 
Aug. 29.

Any questions/for more info call Bob-
bi at 413-566-8271. 

Newport Playhouse  on Thursday, Sept. 
28 is offering a Hilarious play “Ghost of 
a Chance”, along with an All-u-Can-Eat 
Buffet and a second Cabaret Show, all for 
only $142/pp. Payment deadline Sept. 14.

Above prices based on a minimum of 
35 passengers; any questions/for more 
info call Bobbi at 413-566-8271

Events&announcements scheduleannouncements schedule

Minnechaug Craft 
Fair to occur
May 13 

WILBRAHAM – Next Saturday, May 
13, a Craft Fair will take place at Min-
nechaug Regional High School along 
the car show and Wilbraham Hill Climb, 
from 9 a.m. to 4 pm. 

Come view work from local students, 
artists and artisans working in a variety of 
media. 

The event will feature paintings, ce-
ramics, jewelry, photography, printmak-
ing, woodworking, season crafts, health 
and beauty products and artisan foods. 

For more information, or to sign up for 
a booth, contact jzera@hwrsd.org. wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com
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SPORTS
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

WILBRAHAM—At the 
beginning of April, the Min-
nechaug girls varsity lacrosse 
team traveled to Agawam High 
School and defeated the Brown-
ies by 10 goals. The second 
meeting of the regular season 
between the Valley Wheel league 
rivals was a much closer affair.  

The Lady Falcons, who held 
a man advantage for the final 
seven minutes of regulation, 
wound up sweeping the season 
series by squeaking out a 12-10 
home victory over the Brownies, 
last Thursday afternoon.

“Agawam has a strong girls 
lacrosse program, so we were 
expecting a much closer game 
than the first time that we faced 
them,” said first-year Min-
nechaug varsity coach Maggie 
Kennedy. “It was a hard-fought 
game and I’m very proud of my 
team.” 

Minnechaug, who entered 
this week’s action with a 4-7 
overall record and had a 3-3 
league record, snapped a three-
game losing streak. 

“Our schedule is very chal-
lenging this year,” said Min-
nechaug sophomore Jayme 
Cerasulo “Our last game was 
against Concord-Carlisle, who’s 
a powerhouse team in Division 

1. Playing against stronger com-
petition will only help us in the 
power rankings. We’ve been 
improving in every game that 
we’ve played this season.”     

Despite having a below .500 

record, the Lady Falcons were 
ranked 13th in the MIAA Divi-
sion 2 power rankings. 

Agawam (6-7, 5-5), who’s 
also a Division 2 team, was 
ranked 22nd. The top 32 teams 

in each Division automatically 
qualify for the state tournament.    

“We played shorthanded for 
the final seven minutes of to-
day’s game, but we just kept 
battling back,” said longtime 
Agawam head coach Carla Lem-
nah-Warner. “I thought the kids 
played with a lot of heart.”    

Cerasulo is recovering from 
a right knee injury, which forced 
her to miss the entire soccer sea-
son last fall. She scored a game-
high five goals in the second 
meeting against Agawam.

“It just feels awesome to be 
back on the field again. All my 
hard work has paid off,” Cerasu-
lo said. “It’s very easy to score 
goals when you’re surround-
ed by players who know what 
they’re doing. I also scored five 
goals against Leominster.”  

Jayme’s older sister, Kaelin, 
is one of the eight seniors listed 
on the Lady Falcons varsity ros-
ter.

Kaelin Cerasulo, who had an 
assist in the home match versus 
the Brownies, is planning to play 
field hockey at Springfield Col-

Falcons stave off big Agawam comeback

Photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Kaelin Cerasuolo makes sure she has the ball before shooting.

Falcons 
climb back 
above .500

WILBRHAM – Last Thursday, early 
runs hurt the Falcons in a 6-0 loss against 
Central High School. The Falcons were 
limited to just one hit in the loss. But the 
Falcons rebounded with an 8-7 win over 
West Springfield. Jake Barlow had a hit 
and three RBI while Owen Gasteyer had 
two hits and two RBI. The Falcons are 
now 7-6 this season.

Jake Barlow hustles hard out of the box. Ethan Purcell pitches for the Falcons. Catcher Vince Charazarip frames a pitch. Owen Gasteyer makes the transfer after 
fielding a pickoff throw.

Tim Harrigan swings at a pitch. Photos by Sofia DiGrande
Frankie Graziano waits for an offering.

Please see FALCONS, page 16
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lege. Her father, Mike, has been the 
head football coach at Springfield 
College for the past seven years.   

Kennedy, who coaches the Min-
nechaug varsity field hockey team 
in the fall, also played field hockey 
at Springfield College. 

“It’s very special to see one of 
my players play a sport at my alma 
mater,” Kennedy said. “Kaelin has 
worked very hard and I’m very 
proud of her.”      

While Jayme Cerasulo led the 
way offensively against the Brown-
ies, five other Minnechaug players 
scored a goal. 

“Jayme has been playing great 
so far this season. She’s a fantastic 
athlete,” Kennedy said. “It was awe-
some to have several other players 
contribute offensively.” 

Junior Kaliana Gagnon also 
posted a hat-trick, while freshman 
Elizabeth Woytowski, sophomore 
Rylee Welch, junior Jenna Scatoli-
ni, and Moore each scored a goal. 
Senior Moira O’Brien also had an 
assist. 

Down at the other end of the 
field, Minnechaug senior goalie Al-
exa Patrakis only had to make six 
saves. She’s planning to continue 
playing lacrosse at Hartwick Col-
lege, which is located in Oneonta, 

New York.
“Alexa has been a fantastic goal-

ie for us this year,” Kennedy said. 
“She’s an outstanding student in 
the classroom and is very focused. 
She’s going to make an impact for 
her college lacrosse team.” 

O’Brien, who was a member 
of the Longmeadow co-op hockey 
team is planning to join the wom-
en’s hockey team at Albertus Mag-
nus College in New Haven, Con-
necticut. 

The other Lady Falcons seniors 
are Vivian Tranghese, Reighan De-
mers, and Emma Kennedy. 

One of the seniors listed on the 
Brownies varsity roster is Isabel 
Lalancette, who’s going to be play-
ing lacrosse at Springfield College.

“I’ve coached a number of play-
ers in the past who have played 
college lacrosse,” Lemnah-Warner 
said. “It’s always very nice to see 
your players play at that level.”    

The other Agawam seniors are 
Isabella Ugolini, Emilia Barron, 
Elizabeth Santore, Abigail Perry, 
and Marissa LaRocque, who’s the 
starting goalie. LaRocque was cred-
ited with a total of 14 saves.   

Lalancette and Perry combined 
to score six of the Brownies goals.

The duo of sophomore Isabella 
Spaulding and Ugolini netted the 
other four goals.

After the score was tied three 
times during the first half, the con-
test was tied for the final time at 6-6 
following a Perry goal early in the 
second half. 

With a little more than eight 
minutes remaining in the second 
half, Minnechaug built an 11-7 lead 
following Jayme Cerasulo’s fifth 
goal of the match, which was unas-
sisted.

A minute later, an Agawam 
player received a yellow card. It was 
the Brownies fourth yellow card of 
the match, which meant they had to 
play with one less player for the rest 
of the game.

Despite playing with one less 
player on the field, the Brownies 
battled back with a pair of goals by 
Perry, which were both assisted by 
Lalancette.

Ugolini also scored a goal clos-
ing the gap to 11-10 with five min-
utes remaining on the scoreboard 
clock. 

Agawam had a couple of chanc-
es to tie the score once again, but a 
free position goal by Gagnon gave 
the home team a two goal advantage 
with two minutes left. 

It turned out to be the final goal 
of the exciting match.

Agawam did celebrate an 11-4 
home win against Westfield the fol-
lowing afternoon. 

NECBL announces full 
schedule for 2023 

SOUTH HADLEY – The 2023 New England Colle-
giate Baseball League (NECBL) first pitch is slated for 
June 6, as Commissioner Sean McGrath has announced 
the full schedule for the 29th playing season. 

All eyes will be on Dodd Stadium in Norwich, Con-
necticut on June 6, as the league kicks off its season with 
the Mystic Schooners hosting the Newport Gulls in the 
lone matchup of opening day. Ten other teams, including 
the defending champion Martha’s Vineyard Sharks, will get 
to work on June 7th, with six games on tap, while Sanford 
is the last team to open their season, part of a seven-game 
schedule on June 8th that includes the first doubleheader 
of the year.

In 2022, Martha’s Vineyard claimed their first league 
championship with a 2-0 sweep of the Vermont Mountain-
eers. That completed a prolific season for the Sharks, who 
had hosted the 2022 NECBL All Star Game and earned 
a Wild Card berth in the postseason. On their way to the 
championship, Martha’s Vineyard knocked off both of the 
top seeds, the Bristol Blues and the Mountaineers, who had 
each tied an NECBL record with 32 regular season wins. 

The anticipated rematches of the championship series 
will take place on June 27 on the Vineyard and July 12 in 
Montpelier.

Comprising 13 teams for the 2023 season, the league 
will once again operate with a three-division alignment. 
The Coastal Division will feature five teams (Martha’s 
Vineyard, Mystic, Ocean State, North Shore & Newport), 
while the North Division (Keene, Vermont, Sanford, Upper 
Valley) and West Division (Bristol, Valley, North Adams, 
Danbury) will each include four teams.

Once again, all teams will play a 44-game slate in which 
they will play each of their divisional opponents seven 
times. Coastal Teams will play each non-division opponent 
twice, once at home and once on the road, while teams in 
the North Division and West Division will play non-divi-
sional opponents three times apiece. 

The league is grateful to the work of Ben Grannan, 
Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Business Analytics at Queens 
University (NC) for taking on the complex task of creating 
the 2023 schedule. Grannan had to balance each team’s fa-
cility availability, the number of intra- and inter-division 
matchups, travel considerations, double-headers, off-days, 
and more.  

“The combination of computers and subject matter ex-
pertise is the current best practice to create sports sched-
ules,” explained Grannan. “Specifically, analytical models 
are used to track the potential home team, away team, and 
date of each baseball game during the season. The best 
schedule satisfies as many items as possible from the list of 
submitted NECBL team requests as well as the league re-
quirements. Most importantly, the league office participates 
in a feedback loop to review the schedule and identify any 
nuances missed by the computer.” 

Sunday, June 23rd will see the league’s best gather at 
historic Fraser Field in Lynn, Massachusetts for the 2023 
NECBL All-Star Game, presented by Metro Credit Union. 
The 

All-Star Game features the NECBL’s top talent, with 
players from all NECBL organizations showcasing their 
skills in front of scouts from every Major League Baseball 
(MLB) organization. 

In the final week of the season, each of the league’s 13 
teams will play solely against division rivals in hopes of 
qualifying for the 2023 NECBL Postseason, which will 
feature six teams (the three division winners and three 
wildcards who have the next three highest winning percent-
ages league-wide after the division winners).

The division winners with the top-two regular season 
winning percentages will earn first-round byes, while the 
third division winner will battle the wildcard team with the 
lowest win percentage, and the wildcard teams with the 
best and second-best win percentages will also face off in a 
single-elimination wildcard round matchup.

The top seed/division winner will then meet the advanc-
ing team that is the lowest remaining wildcard team, while 
the second-highest seed/division winner faces the highest 
remaining wildcard team in the best-of-three semifinals be-
fore the last two teams standing square off in a best-of-three 
NECBL Championship Series for the right to hoist the Fay 
Vincent, Sr. Cup. 

The final games of the regular season will be held on 
Saturday, July 29, with the following day (July 30) open for 
makeup games before the postseason begins with the Wild 
Card games on Monday, July 31. 

The semifinals series will be played from August 1-3, 
and the final two teams will play for the championship from 
August 4-6. 

All NECBL games will be streamed live on the NECBL 
Network, powered by BlueFrame Technology. The NECBL 
Network is available on both your desktop and mobile/tab-
let devices, as well as Roku, Amazon Fire TV, Android TV 
and Apple TV 4th Gen. 

Rosters are filling up, and you can check out who is 
coming to play for your favorite team by heading to their 
team page at www.necbl.com. Make sure to follow these 
players all spring long as they compete for their colleges 
and tune up for their summer in the NECBL.

Kaliana Gagnon runs into a defender. Isabelle Manning heads up the left side with the ball.

Brenna Slattery gets ready to restart play. Photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Jayme Cerasuolo circles around the Agawam goal.

Run for Rice’s 5K Road 
Race set for June 3

WILBRAHAM – The 11th annual “Run for Rice’s 
5K Road Race” will be held on Saturday, June 3 at 
9 a.m.  This popular, family-friendly 5K road race 
begins at Christ the King – Epiphany Church, 758 
Main Street, Wilbraham, and winds through a flat, fast 
course in surrounding neighborhoods, ending at Rice 
Fruit Farm across the street from the start.  Pre-reg-
istration fee for runners and walkers is $20, while 
day-of-race registration is $25.  Ages 18 and under 
registration is $15 including day-of registration. The 
first 150 registered runners by May 20 will receive 
our famous race t-shirt featuring the “Running Apple” 
logo, and all registered runners will receive a free Rice 
Fruit Farm ice cream with their bib number on day 
of race only.  Cash prizes will be awarded in several 
categories, and all proceeds benefit the Rice Nature 
Preserve maintenance fund of the Minnechaug Land 
Trust.  Race day registration will be open from 7:30 
a.m. until 8:45 a.m. On-line registration now available 
at RunSignUp.com, and paper registration forms can 
be downloaded at the Minnechaug Land Trust website 
www.minnechauglandtrust.org .

Roster spots remain open 
in Quabbin League

More players are needed for the Quabbin Valley 
Over-28 Baseball League as it seeks to infuse new tal-
ent into its league for the 2023 season.

The league recently held its open practice, but still 
has plenty of open roster spots remaining to fill for the 
2023 season.

Registration for the 2023 season remains open and 
any interested players can go to www.quabbinvalley-
baseball.org to get registered, or to seek more infor-
mation or make inquiries about the league. The league 
website will also be updated over the next month with 
information about the upcoming season.

The season is scheduled to begin on Sunday, April 
23. The league plays most Sunday from late April 
through late August with playoffs following that. The 
league plays a 15-game schedule and typically fields 
six teams each year. Games are usually played at 10 
a.m. with fields in Easthampton and South Hadley 
normally used.

The Quabbin Valley league is an all abilities league 
and all are welcome to join. Eligibility is players who 
are age 28 and over. You must be 30 to be eligible to 
pitch in the league. Your age for eligibility is whatever 
age you will turn in 2023. 

FALCONS  from page 15
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Parents, Parents, 
GrandparentsGrandparents

& Friends& Friends
SPECIALSPECIAL

2 x 3 AdvertisementWe are offering a great deal for you to celebrate your 
graduate in your community graduation issue.

Submit a photo and a brief message.

2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad
Regular Price $76.00
SPECIAL $55.00

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 24th
EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
jwalker@turley.com

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 

Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS   •   24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069   •   413.283.8393

Congratulations
Carrie Smith
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College.

Love Dad. Mom & John

SAMPLE

Honor Your Graduate
HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

CongratulationsCongratulations

WINCHESTER, N.H. – 
Modified super star Brian Robie 
won Sunday’s 80-lap NHSTRA 
Modified feature at Monadnock 
Speedway, first setting fast time 
in time trials, and then leading 
the final 54 laps of the after-
noon’s main event to top the 
second annual Duel at The Dog 
biggie.

Other winners on 2023 open-
ing weekend at the storied quar-
ter-mile speedbowl included Tim 
Wenzel after a post-race inspec-
tion was concluded awarding 
him the win in the NHSTRA 
Late Models, Cole Littlewood, 
who wired the Outlaw main, 
and Gordon Farnum, who rock-
eted to victory lane in the Mini 
Stock feature, something he did 
a dozen times a summer ago. On 
Saturday’s event, Colton Mar-
tin took the Pure Stock victory. 
Owen Zilinski led all the way to 
score the Young Guns victory. 
Steve Miller, last summer’s Six 
Shooter champion at Claremont, 
led all the way Sunday to earn 
his first career Monadnock vic-
tory.

Sunapee’s Robie a former 
track Modified champion here 
set fast time with a blistering cir-
cuit of 12.660 seconds Sunday, 
the fastest of four sub-13 drivers 
in the 18-car field. By virtue of 
a top-four redraw, Sammy Ra-
meau and Aaron Fellows sat on 
row one as the 80-lap main went 
green. 

Rameau, who like Robie has 
impressed in past victories here, 

jumped all over the opening 
lead and set fast time the first 25 
times around. But then Robie, 
from row two, took control and 
never looked back. 

Fellows, strong in third un-
til the victim of the second – of 
five – cautions, would return to 
notch a top ten finish, but with 
Robie and Rameau setting a blis-
tering pace, it was Kimmy Riv-
et, methodical all afternoon as 
she marched forward from row 
five, earning an impressive third-
place finish.

Kenny Thompson led the first 
20 go-rounds of the Late Model 
feature but Ryan Bell, firing from 
row three, then took charge and 
outran 2022 Monadnock champ 
Tim Wenzel and Thompson into 
victory lane. In a post-race in-
spection, Wenzel was awarded 

the win. 
Farnum, who sold his cham-

pionship Mini Stock ride only 
hours before Sunday’s feature 
gave it one last dash to victory 
lane. Cole Littlewood led all the 
way to win Sunday’s Outlaw 
main just ahead of Steve Bly. 
Littlewood’s brother Justin won 
the same event a year ago.

Monadnock Speedway will 
return to action on Msy 20, when 
it begins it 2023 Saturday night 
racing series as it hosts Military 
Appreciation Night, with a sev-
en-division card of racing.

Results:
May 6 event 

Pure Stocks: Colton Martin, 
Zach Zilinski, CJ Johnson, Chris 
Davis Carlos Grenier, Chris 
Conroy, Teagan Edson, Mike 

Douglas, Dominick Stafford, 
Tim Taft, Trevor Carey, Chris 
Bingham, Jim Rhodes, Aali-
yah Tacy, Matt Croteau, Ricky 
Melcher

 
May 7 Event:

Young Guns: Owen Zilins-
ki, Adrian Smith, Emma Blake, 
Markus O'Neil, Kailyn Hubbard, 
Hunter Douglas

Six Shooters: Steve Miller, 
Michael, Yraton, Jacob Scott, 
Steve Miller Jr., John Thibodeau, 
Zach Zilinski, Andrew Scott, Ty-
ler Scott, Garrett Barry, Rozwell 
Mason

Mini Stocks: Gordon Far-
num, Louis Maher, Jon Fultz, 
Kevin Clay-
ton, Chris 
Sontag, Rob-
ert Williams, 
C a m e r o n 
Sontag, Pat-
rick Houle, 
Skyler Ship-
pee, Greg 
Millette, Rea-
gan Buffum, 
Matt Lam-
bert, Kyle 
Templeton

NHSTRA 
Outlaws:Cole 
Li t t lewood, 
Steve Bly, 
Phil Meany, 
John Mea-
ny, Leighton 
Lutz

NHSTRA 
Late Models: 

Tim Wenzel, Kenny Thomp-
son, Hillary Renaud, JD Stock-
well, Chris Emerson, Isabella 
Minchella, Kevin McKnight, 
Dan Robinson, Chris Castor, 
Robert Hagar

NHSTRA Modifieds: Brian 
Robie, Sammy Rameau, Kim 
Rivet, Tyler Leary, Geoff Rol-
lins, Scott Zilinski, Jeff Battle, 
Adam Lapoint, Eric Leclair, 
Aaron Fellows, Nathan Wenzel, 
Nancy Muni-Ruot, Brian Chap-
in, Cole Littlewood, Josh Carey, 
Blair Culhane, Cory Plummer, 
Joel Belanger

Submitted photo
Brian Robie took the win in last Sunday’s modified event.

Robie takes modifieds win

Tell Us What
You Think

Share your thoughts and suggestions 
with our staff and your fellow readers.

Participate in our opinion pages, 
or contact us anytime with your feedback!

TIMES
www.wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com

tyler@turley.com  •  413.283.8393

Your Community Newspaper

Wilbraham-Hampden
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $180.00
Seasoned cut & split $270.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

FLEA MARKET
FLEA MARKET SPONSORED BY 
THE PVPA NATIONAL HONOR 
SOCIETY.  Saturday, May 13th, 10am 
- 2pm. Front of Pioneer Valley Perform-
ing Arts Charter Public School, 15 
Mulligan Dr. South Hadley. Come find 
treasurers new and old to support Na-
tional Honor Society students at PVPA!

TAG SALE
325 THREE RIVERS ROAD, 
WILBRAHAM MAY 13 9:00-6:00 
No Early Birds. Multifamily, Sewing 
Machine, Decorative Items, Beautiful 
Clothing, Stereo Equip. So Much More 

TAG SALE & BAKE SALE MAY 
13RD - 8AM-2PM. Tag Sale - 915 
Plumtree Road, Springfield. Easy 
parking in church parking lot!   Inside 
if it rains.

TAG SALE/MOVING SALE Satur-
day May 13th, 9-4. Housewares, furni-
ture, tools, and more! 25 Freedom 
Street, Chicopee

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware, 
advertising, motorcycles, clothing.  Call 
Ken (413)433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

1*******A CALL WE HAUL
WE TAKE IT ALL
WE LOAD IT ALL

Lowest Rates, accumulations, junk, 
estates, attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services, 10% dis-
count with this ad off services. Dump-
ster Rentals available fro rent.

All Major CC’s
CALL NOW (413)531-1936

acallwehaul@gmail.com

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE-
CIALIST Decks, Porches, Doors, 
Windows, Repairs, Cement repairs, 
asphalt repairs, mulch, stone and 
screened loam BBB approved Vinyl 
Fence Tim (413)563-2229

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING 
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow
Spring clean-up and lawn repair

Weekly mowing and
yard maintenance

Landscape installation and restoration
Shrub trimming, pruning,

and mulching
Call or text 413-266-9975

Insured - Commercial and Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Time to till 
gardens, flower beds wherever.  Be 
safe grow your own. Operator fully vac-
cinated. Call Bob  413-626-1927.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASH-
ING We use brushes and state of the 
art equipment. We remove grime and 
mold from homes, patios, fences, walk-
ways, all decks, concrete & driveways 
. Senior Discounts. For free estimates 
call Bill (413)519-9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UP

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

EXPERIENCED LANDSCAPER 
IN THE LUDLOW AREA Wanted 
call Joe (413)348-8273

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
ADULT SERVICES 

LIBRARIAN
P/T EMERGENCY 
DISPATCHER (2)

STAFF ACCOUNTANT Looking to 
fill several vacancies in the Town of 
Wilbraham. For application and more 
information please visit www.wil-
braham-ma.gov.  Open until filled, 
review of application begins immedi-
ately. EOE

HEALTH CARE
LIVE IN AIDE FOR AN ALERT 96 
YEAR OLD WIDOW 40 plus hours 
per week, constant care not need-
ed. CNA certification desired.  Call 
(413)789-6017

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

Classified 
Advertising

DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Sunshine Village, a non-profit organization provides 
day habilitation and community services 

to individuals with developmental disabilities. 
Sunshine Village is an employer of choice and a great place to work!

Job Title: Van Driver
Job Summary: 
Provide transportation to individuals with Developmental 
Disabilities to and from our day programs
Route: 
Palmer, Monson, Ware, Ludlow, Wilbraham area
Hours: 
Part Time, approximately 20 hours
General hours (may vary): Monday – Friday 
7:30am – 9:30am and 2:30pm – 4:30pm
Experience Required:
Must have experience driving individuals with disabilities 
(15 passenger van experience a plus)
Educational Requirements: 
High School Diploma/ GED/or Equivalent
Other Requirements: 
Ability to lift 30 lbs comfortably, a valid driver’s license 
and clean driving record. Drug Screen, CORI, SORI and 
Fingerprint check required.
Salary: $16.02/hr 
Accepting applications:
Apply in person at 75 Litwin Lane, Chicopee, MA 01020. 
AA/EOE. Sunshine Village is a great place to work!

Come Join Our Team!

TOWN OF HAMPDEN 
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING
In  acco rdance  wi th 

the  p rov i s ions  o f  t he 
Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act, (MGL CH 
131, S 40), it’s implementing 
regulations (310 CMP 10.00) 
and the Town of Hampden’s 
Wetlands Protection Bylaws, 
the Hampden Conservation 
Commission will hold a pub-
lic hearing on Wednesday, 
May 17, 2023 at 6 PM at 
the Town House, 625 Main 
Street,  Hampden, for a 
Request for Determination of 
Applicability, (RDA), submit-
ted by Caryn Greco, Trustee 
for the property known as 
19/37 Chapin Road, also 
known as Assessor’s Map 
37, Blocks 38 & 41, to add 
a 26’ x 40’ concrete pad 
and erect a barn. Additional 
information relat ing to 
this request is on file in the 
Conservation Commission 
office and available for review 
by the public by contacting 
the Commission. Anyone 
interested in or wishing to 
be heard on the request may 
appear at the time and place 
designated.

On Behalf of the 
Conservation Commission,

Judy McKinley-Brewer, 
Ted Zebert, 

co-chairs
5/11/2023

WILBRAHAM
PLANNING BOARD
The Wilbraham Planning 

Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, 
May 24, 2023, at 6:00 PM 
in the Town Office Building, 
240 Springfield Street, on 
the application of Amp 
Energy for a Special Permit 
as required under Sections 
3.4.3.7 and 10.7 of the 
Wilbraham Zoning By-Law to 
allow modification of a prior 
special permit (SP18-06) for 
a large-scale ground-mounted 
solar energy system on prop-
erty owned by ASL Three 
Rivers Land Holdings LLC 
located at 285 Three Rivers 
Road to allow an extension 
of the deadline to complete 
work as well as project modi-
fications including changes to 
stormwater design, grading, 
landscaping, and location and 
configuration of equipment 
pads as shown on informa-
tion on file in the Planning 
Office and posted for pub-
lic viewing on the Planning 
Board page of the Town of 
Wilbraham website at www.
wi lbraham-ma.gov/123/
Planning-Board. Both in per-
son and virtual participation 
are available. To participate 
virtually go to https://meet.
goto.com/338451845 or call 

877-309-2073 (Access Code: 
338-451-845).

John McCloskey
Chair

05/04, 05/11/2023

LEGAL NOTICE
Town of Wilbraham

The Wilbraham Conser-
vation Commission will hold 
a public hearing on Monday 
May 22, 2023 at 7:15 PM 
on the Notice of Intent filed 
by SFZ Properties LLC 
under the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act and 
the Wilbraham Wetlands 
Bylaw to determine whether 
the work depicted on plans 
submitted is subject to the 
Wilbraham Wetland Bylaw 
and the Wetlands Protection 
Act. The project includes the 
replacement of an existing 
septic system and the con-
struction of a garage addition 
within the 100-foot buffer 
zone of Bordering Vegetated 
Wetland and within 200-foot 
of Riverfront. The property 
is located at 337 Maynard 
Road. Information relat-
ing to this application is on 
file with the Conservation 
Commission. 

Christopher Brown,
Chairman

05/11/2023

WILBRAHAM 
BOARD OF APPEALS

PUBLIC HEARING
The Wilbraham Zoning 

Board of Appeals will hold a 
Public Hearing on Thursday, 
May 18, 2023 at 5:45 PM 
on the application of Matrisa 
Crapps and India Kyles for a 
special permit under section 
3.4.5.14 of the Wilbraham 
Zoning By-Law to allow 
Unit #1 of the existing build-
ing on property owned by 
Resource Development LLP 
located at 1964 Boston Road 
to be leased for use as a fit-
ness studio as further spec-
ified in the application on 
file in the Planning Office 
and posted for public view-
ing on the Zoning Board of 
Appeals page of the Town of 
Wilbraham website at www.
wi lbraham-ma.gov/135/
Zoning-Board-of-Appeals.

Both in person and vir-
tual participation are avail-
able. To participate virtual-
ly go to https://meet.goto.
com/259097525 or call 866-
899-4679 (Access Code: 
259-097-525).
Edward Kivari Jr., Chairman

05/04, 05/11/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
 Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P0910EA
Estate of: 

Bruce Forbes
Date of Death: 05/16/2021

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate  of  Wil l  wi th 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Tracey Ann Bey of 
Westfield MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Tracey Ann Bey of 
Westfield MA be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
in unsupervised administra-
tion.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
05/31/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: May 03, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

05/11/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23C0137CA 
In the matter of: 

Patricia Lynn Michaud
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change 

Name of Adult has been filed 
by Patricia Lynn Michaud  
of Wilbraham, MA request-
ing that the court enter a 
Decree changing their name 
to: 

Patricia Lynn Hebert
 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appear-
ance at: Hampden Probate 
and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 06/01/2023.

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear-
ance if you object to this pro-
ceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date:  May 04, 2023

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

05/11/2023

PUBLIC NOTICE
This ad is pursuant to MA 

Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A 
as of May 12, 2023 the fol-
lowing motor vehicles will 
be for sale to satisfy a garage 
keepers lien:

2004 Honda Civic
VIN: 2HGES16574H585171
COLOR: Green  
LKO: Kiana Carter 
7801 Roosevelt Ave. Apt. 78
Philadelphia PA 19152

2017 Hyundai Elantra 
VIN: 5NPD74LF8HH212762
COLOR:  Silver
LKO: Deborah Magill
53 Champlain Ave
Indian Orchard MA

R & S Assoc. Inc.
Wilbraham MA

413-596-4374
05/04, 05/11, 05/18/2023

TOWN OF HAMPDEN 
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

HEARING
In  acco rdance  wi th 

the  p rov i s ions  o f  t he 
Massachusetts Wetlands 

Protection Act, (MGL CH 
131, S 40), it’s implementing 
regulations (310 CMP 10.00) 
and the Town of Hampden’s 
Wetlands Protection Bylaws, 
the Hampden Conservation 
Commission will hold a pub-
lic hearing on Wednesday, 
May 17, 2023 at 6 PM at 
the Town House, 625 Main 
Street,  Hampden, for a 
Request for Determination 
of Applicability, (RDA), 
s u b m i t t e d  b y  S W C A 
Environmental Consultants 
on behalf of Eversource Gas 
Company of Massachusetts 
dba Eversource Energy for 
the installation of a gas main 
along a portion of Mill Road. 
Additional information relat-
ing to this request is on file in 
the Conservation Commission 
office and available for review 
by the public by contacting 
the Commission. Anyone 
interested in or wishing to 
be heard on the request may 
appear at the time and place 
designated.

On Behalf of the 
Conservation Commission,

Judy McKinley-Brewer, 
Ted Zebert, 

co-chairs
05/11/2023

PUBLIC NOTICES

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESPage 20 May 11,, 2023

Let's GardenLet's GardenLet's Garden

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM–8PM

Everything 
You Need 
For Spring 
Planting

www.keithishamlandscaping.com

For a FREE Estimate CALL:

413-531-1216

KEITH ISHAM LANDSCAPING, LLC
Experience You Can 
Always Count On
• Property Maintenance
• Fertilizer Programs
• Organic Tick and Mosquito Control
• Edging • Core Aeration
• Loam and Seed • Mulches
• Power Seeding
• PH Remedy • Drainage

• Walls, Walkways, Patios
• Landscape Design and Installation
• Irrigation Installation and Repairs
• Fall Blowouts
• Paddock Repair and Maintenance
• Equestrian Field Seeding

Get Get Growing!Growing!

1359 Wilbraham Road, Springfield
OPEN DAILY 8AM-5PM •  413-783-5883

www.16acresgardencenter.com

• 1000’s of Perennials, 
Annuals, Trees & Shrubs

• Vegetable Plants & Herbs
• Unique Garden Statuary,  

Fountains & Bird Baths
• Earth Friendly Products
• Full-Service Florist & Gift Shop
• Professional Tree & Shrub 

Installation 413-783-5883 Ext. 111202020192013

• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957

IT'S MULCH SEASON! 
We Offer A Variety of Mulch & Top Soil.

CALL 
595-4096

SENIORS

HAMPDEN – The Hampden Senior 
Center, located at 104 Allen St., has an-
nounced the following events. 

      
HELP US STOCK OUR SHELVES 

with Disinfecting Wipes!!
Thank you to those that donated dish 

soap last month. Every month we will 
target a different item to fill our shelves. 

People who qualify for SNAP are unable 
to use their benefits on nonfood items, 
so we hope this collection will help 
those most in need. Once the shelves are 
stocked, items will be available by request 
monthly. Call Wendy for details. 

Due to space constraints, please re-
frain from purchasing warehouse-size 
items. 

  

COMING SOON… 
D & R FARM

SUMMER FARM SHARE
D & R FARM is offering fresh pro-

duce twice a month, FREE with SNAP/
HIP if you qualify!  If you do not qualify 
for SNAP/HIP you may purchase a share 
for $40 cash per month. 

New applications for Summer Farm 
Share must 
be complet-
ed and sub-
mitted to 
Wendy by  
May 31.

May is 
Older Amer-
icans Month 
- Save these 
Dates:

Friday, 
5/12 at 1 

p.m.
C h a i r 

Vol leybal l 
Demonstra-
tion by East 
Longmead-

ow Council On Aging
Mondays, 5/15, 5/22, 6/5, 6/12 – 

4-week session, 1-3 p.m.
UCLA Memory Training Program

Wednesday, 5/17 – 6 p.m.
Estate Planning with Attorney David 

Carlson    
Friday, 5/19 at noon

Lunch and Learn Springfield College 
Lifelong Learning with Sara Namazi, 
PhD 

Tuesday, 5/23 at noon
Free Lunch and Learn Pre Planning 

101 with Forastiere Family Funeral & 
Cremation 

Wednesday, 5/24 at 11:30 a.m.
Legislation 101 and Updates on Gam-

ing with Robin Frechette from State 
Representative Brian Ashe’s office and 
Jennifer Pickering from Senator Jacob 
Oliveira’s office

Reservations for special events, new 
classes, and Grab & Go Dinners will be 
taken. 

on the first day of the month, on a first-
come, first-serve basis.

Hampden Senior Center announces April events


