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WILBRAHAM - Family and 
friends gathered along Route 20 on 
April 19 for the unveiling of a bill-
board honoring two residents from 
Wilbraham and Longmeadow.

The residents, Jackson Connors 
of Wilbraham and Sadie Slattery 
of Longmeadow, are also patients 
at Shriners Children’s of New En-
gland and will be recognized as 
honorees at the 2nd Annual Golf 

Tournament supporting the organi-
zation on Aug. 9.

The event, taking place at Fran-
conia Golf Course, is still looking 
for foursome teams to join, with tee 
off at 10 a.m. followed by dinner, 
raffles and performances by Project 
267 at the Elks on Tiffany Street in 
Springfield.

The dinner event is open to the 
public and for anyone who wants to 
check out the band and not do din-
ner, it’s $10 at the gate.

To sign up, visit ma-cthomes.
com and click the ‘Golf Event’ tab.

As the billboard was unveiled, 

the children reacted with shock 
and excitement to see their faces on 
the billboard for everyone driving 
along Route 20 to see.

“It was really cool. It’s an hon-
or,” Connors said.

“I think it’s pretty cool because 
everybody can see it and then, 
hopefully, we can get more people 
to raise awareness,” Slattery said.

Connors and Slattery were hap-
py to have the community support 
at the unveiling.

“It means a lot because family 

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
A photo of the billboard unveiled along Route 20 in Wilbraham featuring Jackson Connors and Sadie Slattery to 
promote the Aug. 9 Golf Tournament supporting Shriners Children’s of New England.

Route 20 billboard unveiling honors 
Wilbraham, Longmeadow residents

Meet Brian Domina, 
Hampden’s newest 
town administrator

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - Brian Domina is hitting the ground 
running after taking over as town administrator on March 
11.

Domina succeeds Bob Markel, who retired after over 
four years of service to the town.

Domina, who previously served as town administra-
tor in Whately for over seven years, was selected among 
three candidates by the Board of Selectmen in a unani-
mous vote on Jan. 29. He, also, previously worked on the 
Berkshire Regional Planning Board in Pittsfield.

Domina shared he pursued the position as he enjoys 
working in smaller towns, being able to work on more 
things and having a more hands-on approach in his role.

“I think Hampden’s a great town. It’s a small town, 
but it’s a very busy town. There’s a lot going on which 
keeps the job interesting,” Domina said.

Domina said he was excited about the opportunity 
and has had a positive experience so far jumping into the 
work and collaborating with fellow town departments.

“There are great people that work here. They’re very 
welcoming and everybody’s here to do their job,” Domi-
na said. “Everyone’s been wonderful and supportive. It’s 
been great.”

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers
Brian Domina at his desk in the town administrator 
office in Hampden. 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Concerns 
over mismatched town warrant 
numbers for the School Commit-
tee budget led to discussions of 
how to proceed on April 25.

The discussion arose during 
updates from the Finance and 
Operations Subcommittee, with 
Superintendent Dr. John Provost 
explaining they were advised by 
the town council that the Finance 
Committee’s “figure will be the 
one published on the warrant, 
but the town will reference” the 
school district’s figure in an ex-
planation statement under the 
warrant article.

After questions about wheth-

er the discussion met the criteria 
for taking place in an executive 
session due to a private memo, 
Provost didn’t believe so.

“Aaron (Osborne) and I had 
a conversation about that. That 
one is usually thought of as con-
tract negotiations or those types 
of negotiations,” Provost said.

Vice Chair Sean Kennedy ex-
pressed discomfort at what was 
transpiring.

“The number that we came 
up with when we presented to 
the town, us duly elected by the 
citizens of Hampden and Wilbra-
ham, have been usurped by peo-
ple who have been appointed in 
Wilbraham, so that their number 
is going up,” Kennedy said.

Kennedy said he would talk 
with Town Clerk Carole Tardif 
the next day for her recommen-

dations.
“I didn’t ever get a copy 

of their budget on how they’re 
proceeding to do with this. I 
just got a final number, so if the 
town wanted to send us a budget, 
their budget, for what the School 
Committee should be, I’d be re-
ally happy to see that,” Kennedy 
said.

He then suggested schedul-
ing a special meeting with the 
Finance Committee on this and 
making a decision on how to 
handle the Annual Town Meet-
ing for Wilbraham.

Michael Tirabassi suggested 
waiting to discuss their strategy 
as “it might differ depending 
on what Hampden does at their 
town meeting.”

“We might want to wait to 
discuss what our strategy is be-

cause if Hampden chooses not 
to support the assessment, then 
that’s a different situation than if 
Hampden has chosen to support 
the assessment,” Tirabassi said.

Kennedy stressed Hampden 
“does not have to support our 
assessment” and also suggested 
the committee speak with their 

School Committee discusses 
mismatched town warrant concerns

Please see DOMINA, page 8 Please see BILLBOARD, page 12

Please see SCHOOL, page 8
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Your Retirement is literally 
Right Around The Corner

• Located in Post Office 
Park, Wilbraham

• Helping clients live 
 their best financial life 

since 1965
• Accomplished, Friendly 

and Professional
• Contact us for a
 no-fee consultation

at

Securities offered through LPL Financial.  Member FINRA/SIPC.  Advisory services offered through
Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

85 Post Office Park • Suite 8524
Wilbraham, MA  01095

Phone 413-596-6992
trombleyassociates.com

Mike Trombley, Financial Advisor, Former MLB Player; 
Barbara Trombley, CPA, Financial Advisor

By Alisiana Marshall
Correspondent

HAMPDEN – Happy to see 
and greet each other, smiling 
faces gathered around the senior 
center activity room on April 26 
for African Drumming with Ja-
son. 

Some brought their instru-
ment in carrying cases, others 
their willingness to learn and 
laugh. 

The group’s excitement was 
clear even before their instruc-
tor Jason Arnold, professional 
percussionist and faculty mem-
ber at the Community Music 
School of Springfield, appeared 
with a wide smile, jolly tone, and 
enough traditional African djem-
be drums to go around.

“It’s a drum they use in Afri-
ca when they’re doing traditional 
dances and things like that, just 
to celebrate,” Arnold said.  

Helpful hands clamored to 
assist with bringing in and pass-
ing out the knee-high multi-col-
ored drums to students new and 
returning. 

The first class of the new 

12-week session, composed of 
elders and middle-aged music 
lovers, chatted excitedly about 
the last time they were all to-
gether — their last concert per-
formance on April 5. Even with 
a rapport of several months built 
up, newcomers were brought 
into the fold with ease and warm 
welcomes. 

“We’re just having fun play-
ing rhythms, and I’m showing 
them some slaps so they can 
have a good time,” said Arnold. 

With his back to the wall and 
a djembe cradled between his 
knees, Arnold welcomed every-
one to the class and explained 
djembe basics. There are three 
different areas to hit on the drum 

that make a distinct tone, the 
drum is held between the knees 
at a tilt so each beat can be res-
onant and ring wearers were ad-
vised to slide their jewelry off 
prior to playing.

With Arnold leading, the 
class took a step-by-step ap-
proach to building a classic reg-
gae rhythm. 

Once the counts were estab-
lished and hand placements fine-

tuned, what ensued 
was a heartwarming 
display of music’s 
power to bring peo-
ple together. 

Laughter and in-
fectious drum tones 
bounced off the li-
lac-colored walls, 
and emphatic drum 
rolls swelled and 
floated up to the con-
vex ceiling. 

Arnold sees the 
positive impact the 
weekly drum ses-
sions have on attend-
ees.

“To me, especial-
ly for this generation 
of people, I think it’s 
great because they’re 
having a good time. 
At first, I thought 
it was going to be 
rough on them be-
cause they have to 
use their hands and 
a lot of people have 
arthritis, but they 
love it,” Arnold said. 
“They come every 

week and they bond with each 
other, a couple of them even get 
together and come to my gigs to 
see me. They’re interested in just 
being together and this is bring-
ing them together.”

In a grand display of rhythm 
and joy, Arnold ended the class 
with “drum circle” — a grand 
exit. Each group member played 
a drum beat of their own creation 
and practiced following Arnold’s 
band-leading calls. 

“Do your own thing,” “Reg-
gaeton,” and “Hit me” were just 
a few of the cues that the group 
was able to accurately respond to 
after fifty minutes of instruction. 

One Enfield resident ex-
plained why she returned for 
another session under Arnold’s 
instruction.

“The drum classes are really 
cool because you kind of get into 
this meditative relaxing state and 
our teacher is really amazing, 
Jason. He doesn’t make you feel 
like ‘I don’t know what I’m do-
ing. Oh, I feel stupid.’ And the 
people here have really good en-
ergy, very positive,” she said. 

The 12-week session, “Afri-
can Drumming” with Jason, be-
gan April 26 and will run through 
July 26. There will be no class on 
May 31 and July 5. 

Classes are held on Friday af-
ternoons from 2:15 to 3:15 p.m. 
at the Hampden Senior Center 
on Allen Street. You may choose 
to pay for the session in full or 
pay $6 per class. 

Call 413-556-5588 to reserve 
a spot. 

African Drumming unites seniors

Jason Arnold, professional percussionist and faculty member at the Community 
Music School of Springfield, leads students during the African Drumming class at the 
Hampden Senior Center.

Turley photos by Alisiana Marshall
Attendees bang their djembe drums to the rhythm during the African Drumming class 
at the Hampden Senior Center on April 26.

Jason Arnold, professional percussionist and faculty member at the 
Community Music School of Springfield, holds his hands up as he 
instructs during the African Drumming class at the Hampden Senior 
Center.

Attendees smile and drum along during the African Drumming class 
at the Hampden Senior Center on April 26.

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you saw 

their ad in the

Wilbraham-Hampden Times



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESMay 2, 2024 Page 3

PHONE

413.283.8393
Fax: 413.289.1977

Subscriptions: 413.283.8393

EMAIL

Advertising Sales
Jocelyn Walker

jwalker@turley.com

Editor
Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

Subscriptions
$45 per year pre-paid

($50 out of state)

WEB

www.wilbrahamhampdentimes.
turley.com

    @ Wilbraham-Hampden Times

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times
is published by 

Turley Publications, Inc. •  www.turley.com

2039 Boston Road, Wilbraham
Open: Sun.-Wed. 11:30am-9pm

Thurs.-Sat. 11:30am-10pm
~ BAR OPEN LATE ~

413-279-1198 • thelocaltablentap.com

DOUBLE POINTS TUESDAY!
JOIN OUR REWARDS PROGRAM TODAY!
Just click the widget on our site to join today - it’s easy and free!

thelocaltablentap.com

MONDAY 
NIGHT

SPECIAL
Burger & Beer 

$15

PARTIES & 
BANQUETS

We can 
accommodate 

25-90 people for 
your special event.

Eggs Benedict
poached eggs, english 
muffin, hollandaise sauce, 
spinach, fresh fruit, 
home fries. Choice of: 
Canadian Bacon - $17 
Smoked Salmon - $18 
Brisket - $18

Steak and Eggs - $22
marinated hanger steak, 
fried eggs, asparagus, 
home fries

Raspberry Stuffed 
Belgian Waffle - $17
Belgian waffle 
stuffed with ricotta 
and raspberry coulis, 
mascarpone whipped 
cream, fresh raspberries, 
fresh fruit

New England 
Baked Haddock - $23
white wine, lemon, butter, 
ritz crackers, mashed, 
broccolini 

Breakfast Poutine - $19
french fries, bacon, sweet 
sausage, cheese curds, 
scrambled egg, hollandaise

Country 
Fried Chicken - $20
sage & fennel sausage 
gravy, fried eggs, 
home fries, fresh fruit

Prime Rib - $34
rosemary and thyme 
marinated prime rib, 
garlic mashed potato, 
asparagus, au jus

Huevos Rancheros - $20
corn tostada, fried eggs, 
pulled pork, black beans, 
roasted corn, salsa roja, 
cheddar jack cheese, 
avocado

Lobster Omelette - $22
lobster knuckle and claw 
meat, grape tomatoes, 
asparagus, spinach, 
home fries, fresh fruit

Local Classic - $17
two eggs any way you 
want ‘em, choice of bacon 
or ham, home fries, 
texas toast, fresh fruit

A la Carte Brunch Menu + Our Regular Menu

Mother’s Day Brunch
Sunday, May 12th ~ 10am-2pm

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FLOWERS 
FOR THE BEST MOM!
Mother’s Day Gardens

From Randall’s Kitchen
   BRUNCH FAVORITES

READY TO GO AND GROW
Spectacular 

Mixed Hanging 
Basket Gardens

OUR SIGNATURE!
Great Selections for 

Sunny or Shady Locations

Gardens For 
The Porch & Patio
Patio Pots Filled With 

Blooming Annuals 
& Tropical Plants

For The Perennial Garden
Collections of Favorite 

Garden Plants
RETURNING 

YEAR AFTER YEAR

Culinary Herb Gardens
Complimentary Combinations 

of Fragrant Flavorful Herbs
Mint, Parsley, Dill, Sage, 

Oregano, Rosemary & More!

Mom’s Favorite 
Fresh Cut 

Garden Flowers
Beautiful Bouquets 

& Arrangements
Chosen With Care

For Mom
Specialty 

Gift Baskets & 
Randall’s Gift Cards

Fresh Baked Quiche, 
Danish, Muffins, 

Apple Cider Donuts
Boar’s Head Sweet Slice Ham

FRESH FRUIT SALAD & 
FRESH FRUIT PLATTERS
Fresh Baked Pies, 

Cookies & Desserts

For The Rose Garden
A Beautiful Collection of 
Fragrant Rose Bushes
Hybrid Teas, Climbers, 
Landscape Roses & Knock Outs

Plant Your Own 
Mother’s Day Gift!

Kid Friendly Planting Kits!
Includes Watering Can Container

Mom’s Favorite Garden Plants
Soil & Gardening Gloves

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent

 
HAMPDEN – The Board of Se-

lectmen began its April 29 meeting by 
weighing the future of the Main Street 
bridge.

On one hand, the town could repair 
it. On the other, the bridge could be re-
placed in its entirety. 

Steven J. Tyler, P.E., associate 
principal of the firm Howard Stein 
Hudson, joined the meeting first. Ty-
ler has over 30 years of consulting and 
municipal public works experiences, 
including contributing to civil engi-
neering and transportation projects. 

Monday marked Tyler’s second 
quarterly appearance of the year. He 
previously spoke with the board on 
Jan. 29 regarding how Municipal Vul-
nerability Preparedness Action Grant 
funds could be used to replace the 
Main Street bridge.

The project would mitigate haz-
ardous flooding and positively impact 
the surrounding environment. 

On Monday, Tyler updated the 
board on how the process is unfold-
ing. He said the bridge design is nearly 
complete and that HSH received com-
ments about the design and is in the 
process of addressing them. 

“Our bridge permitting documents, 
we’re nearly wrapping those up. We’re 
planning on submitting those by May 
10,” Tyler said. 

The range of permitting documents 
will be reviewed by numerous entities, 
including the Hampden Conservation 
Commission, the state’s Division of 
Fisheries and Wildlife, the state’s His-
torical Commission, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers and MassDOT. 

When Tyler finished his 
presentation, Selectman 
John Flynn asked him what 
the town’s obligation is to 
replace the bridge instead of 
repair it. He said multiple 
bridges in town must be re-
placed, and the state has been 
quiet about the replacement 
of the Main Street Bridge 
compared to others. 

Flynn said he knows that 
the goal is to mitigate the po-
tential for hazardous flood-
ing that the town observed 
in 2005 and 1955 and that 
Hampden must do something 
about the “narrowing” of 
the Main Street bridge, but 
he questioned if doing more 
than that is the right move, 
especially considering the 
state of other bridges. 

“We were notified by the state that 
there was some repair needed on the 
bridge,” Flynn said. “The state never 
said the bridge needed to be replaced 
like they told us with Rock-A-Dundee 
and the South Road Ballard Brook 
Bridge, which they’re pretty emphatic 
need replacement. This one, they’ve 
told us needs repairing.” 

Tyler responded, saying that 
Hampden isn’t obligated to do any-
thing and acknowledged the Main 
Street Bridge has a substructure that 
could be reused. He said the town 
could do a repair at any point, but the 
grant funding HSH is working to se-
cure can only be applied to a replace-
ment project. 

“(Doing repairs) does not alleviate 
the concern with the potential flood-
ing and the constricted waterway,” 
Tyler said. “Obviously, this is an av-
enue where we advised, and the town 
elected to pursue to try to get funding 
for a replacement structure. The key 
element to that is all of the grants that 
have been awarded in the pursuit of 
this structure all require replacement.”

Tyler said that Hampden has al-
ready started trying to take advan-
tage of grant opportunities to get a 
new bridge. He said that does not 
obligate the town to take that path if 
funding falls through, but he expects 
that MassDOT would offer Hampden 
support. 

He said the town must work with 
the Pioneer Valley Planning Commis-
sion, and that MassDOT will know the 
town is ready when it makes its Chap-
ter 85 submission in May. 

“We’ll see where this design is at, 
and they can start considering that in 
both District 2 and in Boston, and it’s 

just a matter of pushing those buttons 
to get them to program the structure. I 
feel like you have a very good chance 
of that occurring,” Tyler said. 

Flynn noted that Tyler was making 
a valid point about staying ahead of 
hazardous mitigations, but the board 
must think about the present as well. 

“This is something to look at, but 
us as a board have to balance the cost 
of replacement versus repair,” Flynn 
said. 

Flynn noted that they’ve had over 
a dozen meetings combined when 
speaking about the Rock-A-Dundee 
Bridge and the bridge on South Road. 

“Just to say, we’ve had 10 meet-
ings on Rock-A-Dundee with 40 engi-
neers from the state. They are pushing 
it hard. Mark has had 10 meetings on 
South Road with their engineering 
staff because they’re pushing that 
hard. But they’re not pushing us on 
this one because they think it can be 
repaired,” Flynn said. 

Tyler said he understood where 
Flynn was coming from and acknowl-
edged that the South Street bridge is in 
tough shape. However, HSH will con-
tinue working with the town, pursuing 
the chance to make a bridge replace-
ment on Main Street a reality. Tyler 
described upcoming opportunities for 
the town to engage him and his team. 

“Our remaining community out-
reach meetings, we have one date with 
two back-to-back meetings,” Tyler 
said. “They are on May 16 at the Town 
House Auditorium. That first part of 
that meeting will be a green infra-
structure presentation by the Conway 
School students. That will be followed 
by HSH and the team doing a bridge 
design review meeting.”

Hampden Selectmen discuss whether Main 
Street bridge needs repairs or replacement
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS .............................

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CHULETA KAN KAN ............

USDA INSP. 

$233
lb

SALE DATES: 4/25/24-5/1/24

$399

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN 
CUTLET ....................................$249

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE CHICKEN ..........................

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
26/30 COUNT 1 LB BAG ...................

69¢
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
VIRGINIA HAM .......................$399

lb

lb

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF RIB EYE STEAKS

99¢

SOUP’S ON!

$999

$349
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF OXTAILS .......................
USDA INSP. FRESH
BEEF SHIN MEAT ..................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CHICKEN FEET ....................... lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SARA LEE
10” CHERRY PIE ........................... ea

$499

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

BEEF 
EYE ROUND WHOLE

$399

7 LB 
BAG$366

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN 
DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG .................

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

AMERICAN LAMB LEGS ..............

$399
lb

$349

$888
lb

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Maureen McGarrett Hall
 REALTOR® 

realtybymaureen@gmail.com  413-364-4994

30 YEARS OF 
SALES AND 
MARKETING 
EXPERIENCE

MA 9585138  |  Member MLS   |  Equal Opportunity Housing  |

I am your SEEELLLLEEErrrrr
You Will Need A FORCE In Today’s Housing Market 

maureen.gogallagher.com

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Conway 
School of Landscape Design is 
partnering with the town on proj-
ects to enhance Hampden’s resil-
iency to climate change impacts.

The projects include plan-
ning, designing and developing 
sites for green infrastructure 
solutions, a bridge replacement 
project for the Main Street 
bridge and addressing flooding 
concerns for the East Brook area.

They are being supported as 
part of the Municipal Vulnerabil-
ity Preparedness grant program, 
providing support for cities and 
towns to begin planning climate 
change resiliency and develop 
priority projects.

After their meeting in the 
Town House Auditorium, the 
team ventured out for site visits.

Nate Card and Lyon Waxman 
are graduate students at the Con-
way School, with Waxman ex-
plaining this is their third project 
of the term before graduation.

“The town has identified 
some climate-related issues spe-
cifically due to flooding and this 
project is dealing with and work-
ing on--together with the bridge 
replacement--identifying areas 
that there could be infrastruc-
ture solutions to mitigating those 
flooding issues around a few 
sites in the town,” Waxman said.

Ted Zebert, co-chair of the 

Conservation Commission, is a 
longtime resident and has been 
involved with environmental is-
sues for many years.

Zebert shared how upstream 
from the Main Street Bridge has 
been a source of flooding in the 
past.

“So, it’s a continuing event 
that doesn’t go away. Going 
downstream from there, it all 
feeds into the Scantic (River), 
which is a cold-water fisheries 
brook, it’s a very important riv-

er. It feeds into the Connecticut 
River and from the Connecticut 
River it feeds into Long Island 
Sound,” Zebert said.

Zebert added how the storm-
water’s natural buffers to rivers 
and streams have been taken 
away due to paving and building 
houses, so working on a project 
with Conway School is import-
ant.

“So, anything we can do to 
enhance the natural buffers to 
help control stormwater such as 

some green project by them will 
help us in the long run,” Zebert 
said.

Mark Langone, the town’s 
highway superintendent, said 
the culvert at the intersection of 
Glendale Road and Ridge was, 
also, one of the three prioritiza-
tion areas identified in the as-
sessment.

Langone shared a story of 
flooding that occurred in Febru-
ary 2019.

“We had some warm weather 
which created an ear-
ly thaw and, also, se-
vere rainstorm which, 
when added together, 
created a significant 
amount of water 
which the culvert 

at the intersection of Glendale 
Road and Ridge Road was not 
able to handle,” Langone said. 
“(We’re) looking at possibilities 
of alleviating flooding and also 
introducing green infrastructure 
to also help filtrate that water as 
it enters our rivers and brooks.”

Chris Lyman, staff civil en-
gineer at Howard Stein Hudson 
Engineering, shared how they 
began working with the town in 
2022 on a prioritization plan for 
their culverts in finding places to 
potentially put green infrastruc-
ture. From there, a prioritization 
list of locations was put together, 
with one of them, also, adjacent 
to Mass Audubon property.

Lyman stressed the impor-

Conway School partnering
with Hampden on green infrastructure projects

Please see PROJECT, page 19

From the left, Chris Lyman, staff civil engineer at Howard Stein 
Hudson Engineering, Mark Langone, highway superintendent for 
the Town of Hampden, Tom Lautzenheiser, senior conservation 
ecologist with the Mass Audubon Society, Ted Zebert, co-chair of the 
Conservation Commission, Nate Card and Lyon Waxman, graduate 
students at the Conway School of Landscape Design, in a group 
photo ahead of their site visits on April 10.

Tom Lautzenheiser, senior conservation ecologist with the Mass 
Audubon Society, Chris Lyman, staff civil engineer at Howard 
Stein Hudson Engineering, Nate Card and Lyon Waxman, graduate 
students at the Conway School of Landscape Design, and Mark 
Langone, highway superintendent for the Town of Hampden, during 
a site visit at the Laughing Brook Wildlife Sanctuary.
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Let's GardenLet's GardenLet's Garden

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM–8PM

Everything You Need
For Spring Planting

• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957

IT'S MULCH SEASON! 
We Offer A Variety of Mulch & Top Soil.

CALL 
595-4096

Get Get Growing!Growing!

1359 Wilbraham Road, Springfield
OPEN DAILY 8AM-5PM •  413-783-5883

www.16acresgardencenter.com

• 1000’s of Perennials, 
Annuals, Trees & Shrubs

• Vegetable Plants & Herbs
• Unique Garden Statuary,  

Fountains & Bird Baths
• Earth Friendly Products
• Full-Service Florist & Gift Shop
• Professional Tree & Shrub 

Installation 413-783-5883 Ext. 111202020192013 202020192013 202020192013

www.keithishamlandscaping.com

For a FREE Estimate CALL:

413-531-1216

KEITH ISHAM LANDSCAPING, LLC
Experience You Can 
Always Count On
• Property Maintenance
• Fertilizer Programs
• Organic Tick and Mosquito Control
• Edging • Core Aeration
• Loam and Seed • Mulches
• Power Seeding
• PH Remedy • Drainage

• Walls, Walkways, Patios
• Landscape Design and Installation
• Irrigation Installation and Repairs
• Fall Blowouts
• Paddock Repair and Maintenance
• Equestrian Field Seeding

280 ELM STREET, EAST LONGMEADOW
www.GrazianoGardens.com

$5 OFF* 
a $35 purchase

Perennial 
Special

QT. SIZE $50 *Cannot be combined with any other 
offer - not on previous purchases. 

Expiration June 30, 2024

10 for

Com
e to the Gardens...

280 Elm Street � East Longmeadow, Mass. � (413)525-6137
Open 7 Days 9-8 ’til Christmas • www.GrazianoGardens.com

 

OPEN: 
MON.-FRI. 9-6

 (open ‘til 7pm starting May 1)
SAT. 8-6

SUN. 9-5

413-525-6137
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Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri-
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to dzbierski@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly 

correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor-
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito-
rial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu-
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hamp-
den TIMES is published ev-
ery Thursday by Turley Pub-
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho-
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos.

Editorial 
Policy

The Wilbraham-Hampden

TIMES

EDITOR
Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Jocelyn Walker
jwalker@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times is 
published every Thursday by Turley 

Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., 
Palmer, Mass. 01069. Telephone (413) 

283-8393, Fax  (413) 289-1977.

@ Wilbraham-Hampden Times

WEB
www.wilbrahamhampdentimes.

turley.com

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President

DEANNA SLOAT
Graphics Manager

TEAMLetters to the Editor

VIEWPOINTS

Mary McCarthy for 
Planning Board
To the Editor:

Mary McCarthy and her family have lived 
in Wilbraham for over 25 years, and she has 
been very active in the community through local 
business, volunteer work, serving on non-profit 
boards, and as an elected official. Mary’s love of 
horses and other animals has always made her a 
strong advocate to maintain and to secure open 
spaces in our town. All of the recent concerns 
about solar farms, strip cutting, and deforesta-
tion have help inspire Mary to run for the plan-
ning board.

Before moving to Wilbraham, she saw her 
small town lose much of its attractiveness and 
saw decreased land values as politicians and 
developers made bad decisions. On the Wilbra-
ham Planning Board, Mary will use her strong 
community interest and passion to maintain 
the beauty and charm of Wilbraham, and work 
to prevent any attempts towards overdevelop-
ment. I believe that she will utilize her business 
experience, knowledge of economic and smart 
development issues and strategic planning skills 
to help enhance our property values, avoid un-
necessary tax increases and protect public safety.

Jack Luttrell
Wilbraham Planning Board Member

Vote ‘No’ on 
Hampden Senior 
Center expansion 
To the Editor: 

As memory serves, the original grant 
for the building we call the Senior Center 
came with the requirement that the build-
ing be used for a Senior Center for the first 
five years and thereafter a Community 
Center. Not a secret, but not shared with 
many. You will not find it mentioned in the 
report from the expansion committee or in 
the override proposition at the ballot box. 
Try the Town website for an explanation or 
a set of the rules for use, activities. Or who 
is responsible for the ‘Center’. The pro-
posed expansion contains a generous allo-
cation of space for ‘senior’ activities and 
allotted space but nothing for the rest of 
the Town. The proposal was submitted by 
The Senior Center Building Committee. 
Feel left out? I will just urge voters to say 
No at the Town Meeting on May 13 and at 
the override at the ballot box May 20. It 
can always be reworked and submitted at a 
later meeting. It’s your town, take charge.

Austin McKeon, Hampden

Vote ‘Yes’ on 
Hampden Senior 
Center Expansion
To the Editor:

In a recent letter to the editor regarding 
the Hampden Senior Center project there 
was an error with statistical data reported. 
To clarify, the total number of older adults 
in the town of Hampden, based on the 2020 
Census is 1,789*. This total represents 36% 
of the population of the town of Hampden. 
During this current fiscal year 1,008 Hamp-
den residents** are actively participating in 
programs and services at the Senior Center. 
Thus, 56% of the older adult population and 
20% of the total town population are actively 
involved with the Senior Center. The Friends 
of Hampden Senior Citizens supports the 
Senior Center in its request for a renovation/
addition and the Friends are committed to 
assisting in further fundraising to meet this 
goal. We appreciate your support of this very 
important project.

* from the US Census Bureau 2020 data
** Senior Center data gathered with as-

sistance from Senior Center staff from My 
Senior Center program, the Senior Center 
database.

Bobbi Grant, Hampden 

Dear Rusty
I am almost 63 and my husband will be 61 

soon and we are looking to see when our best 
time would be to start our Social Security ben-
efits. 

We would like to know if one of us quali-
fies for benefits from a previous marriage from 
1984 to 1995. And we are wondering if I can 
start drawing at age 65, in two years or if it is 
better that I wait until 67 because my spouse is 
two years younger than me. Also, if I were to 
continue working limited hours after 65, what 
would my earning limit be? 

Signed Almost Ready

Dear Almost Ready 
The first thing to understand is that Full Re-

tirement Age for both of you is 67. If either 
of you claim before that, your monthly benefit 
amount will be permanently reduced and, be-
cause you are working, you will be subject to 
Social Security’s “earnings test.” 

If you claim your benefit at age 65 your 
monthly payment will be about 87% of what 
you would get if you claimed at age 67. If 
your husband claims at age 62, his benefit 
will be about 70% of his FRA amount. 

The only way to get 100% of the benefit 
you’ve each earned from a lifetime of work-
ing is to claim at your FRA. You can choose 
to claim at age 65 as long as you’re comfort-
able with the benefit reduction which will 
occur and as long as your annual work earn-
ings do not significantly exceed the earnings 
limit for that year. In any case, when each of 
you claims will not affect the other’s retire-
ment benefit amount.  

Social Security’s “earnings test” for 
those claiming before FRA sets a limit for 
how much can be earned before some or all 
benefits are taken away. The earnings limit 
for 2024 is $22,320, but it changes yearly. If 
you claim early benefits and your work earn-
ings exceed that year’s limit, Social Security 
will take away $1 in benefits for every $2 
you are over the limit. 

They take away by withholding future 
benefits long enough to recover what you 
owe for exceeding the limit. If you signifi-

cantly exceed the annual earnings limit, you 
may be temporarily ineligible to receive SS 
benefits until you either earn less or reach your 
FRA.

The earnings test no longer applies after 
you reach your FRA. I cannot predict what the 
earnings limit will be two years from now, but 
it will be more than the 2024 limit and pub-
lished at that time. FYI, in the year you turn 
67 your pre-FRA earnings limit will be much 
higher and when you reach your FRA the earn-
ings test no longer applies.  

Regarding your previous marriage, you 
cannot receive spousal benefits from an ex-
spouse while you are currently married. But 
when to claim may also be influenced by 
whether either you or your current spouse will 
get a spousal benefit from the other. If the FRA 
(age 67) benefit amount for one of you is more 
than twice the other’s FRA entitlement, the one 
with the lower FRA amount will get a ”spousal 
boost” to their own amount when both of you 
are collecting. 

Spouse benefits reach maximum at one’s 
FRA, but each person’s personal SS retirement 
amount will continue to grow if not claimed at 
FRA. Waiting past FRA to claim allows the SS 
retirement benefit to grow by 8% per year, up 

to age 70. 
So, with an FRA of 67, claiming at age 70 

will yield a payment 24% higher than the FRA 
amount, 76% more than the age 62 amount and 
about 37% more than the age 65 amount. But 
waiting beyond FRA is only smart if financial-
ly feasible and life expectancy is at least av-
erage about 84 and 87 respectively for a man 
and woman your current ages. And, as a gen-
eral rule, if one’s spousal benefit at FRA (50% 
of their partner’s FRA entitlement) is highest, 
then that spouse should claim at FRA to get 
their maximum benefit. 

The Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. This article 
is intended for information purposes and does 
not represent legal or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and interpretations of 
the Association Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the Nation-
al Social Security Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for AMAC. 

When should we claim Social Security?
SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters
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Election letters 
to the editor 

welcome
The Wilbraham-Hampden Times 

welcomes readers to participate in this 
year’s election campaigns by writing 
letters to the editor for publication 
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 
words from local residents endorsing 
candidates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent to Wil-
braham-Hampden Times, care of Tur-
ley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or 
emailed to krivers@turley.com. Please 
include a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not 
be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for 
that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack 
letters will be printed. No letters writ-
ten by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol-
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call the 
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, 

the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at-
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, as 
well as a question-and-answer voters 
guide. In order to ensure fairness to all 
candidates, no political press releases 
will be printed, nor will reporters cover 
political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times.

Announce Your
Wedding or Engagement

Share Your Joy!

EMAIL TO: JAMIE@TURLEY.COM
BRIDAL GUIDE
800.824.6548 | www.turley.com

BridalBridal
GUIDEGUIDEYour wedding or engagement 

announcement will be included in our 
Bridal Guide, out September 30, 2024 for FREE!

Bride’s Name: ___________________________________________________

Bride’s Town Residence: __________________________________________

Groom’s Name: _________________________________________________

Groom’s Town Residence: _________________________________________

Wedding Date: __________________________________________________

Wedding Location: ______________________________________________

Be sure to include 
a high resolution, clear 

photograph for printing.

Be sure to include the following with photograph. Deadline September 4, 2024:LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

Also, note on this 
week’s public hearings

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Members 
of the Broadband Committee 
met with the Select Board on 
April 29 to discuss a budget re-
quest for their committee.

Chairman Tom Newton was 
joined by Matt Nelson, a com-
mittee member, for the discus-
sion.

Newton explained how the 
committee is in a different place 
since submitting their initial 
budget request a year prior, hav-
ing now picked a provider with 
EntryPoint Networks and plan-
ning a target date of October for 
a Special Town Meeting to pres-
ent their plans to residents, with 
hopes to continue forward.

The main focus of their visit 
was on marketing.

“With that said, our mind-
set and our sort of direction in 
terms of marketing has changed 
dramatically from where it was 
when we submitted that plan,to 

the effect of that we’re not ac-
tually sure what we need at this 
point in time,” Newton said.

Newton said the committee 
needs a budget and an idea of 
how much they can spend on ad-
vertising, branding and more.

Nelson added there is, also, 
an awareness issue.

“Whether it’s a bumper stick-
er, whether it’s a pen, wheth-
er it’s a brochure, it builds that 
awareness, it builds that ROI, so 
when we go to that fall meeting, 
and this entity that was in Hamp-
den shows up, we’ve got an edu-
cated population that knows, ‘Oh 
yeah, I remember what that’s 
about and I know why that’s 
different than what happened in 
Hampden,’” Nelson said.

Newton stressed the impor-
tance of getting ahead of what 
happened in Hampden and mak-
ing sure the word gets out at any 
events the committee will be at 
this coming summer.

“I really think, at this point, 
the clock is ticking. October’s 
coming up fast and we need to 
prepare for that meeting,” New-
ton said.

Select Board member Mi-
chael Squindo agreed with New-

ton on supporting the program, 
asking Town Administrator Nick 
Breault about the Facebook page 
issue.

Breault said this.
“It’s an issue that our IT di-

rector has looked into and it is 
not one that we can easily or in 
action, in practice, get it issued 
in a manner that would be effec-
tive for the committee to have 
it,” Breault said.

After discussing Constant 
Contact as an option to connect 
with and reach out to residents, 
Squindo still stressed how the 
project is a municipal project 
as opposed to a retail project, a 
term Newton said earlier.

“There’s still a municipal ob-
ligation that you need to fund it 
appropriately, and I think therein 
lies the challenge,” Squindo said.

Nelson said he could put 
together a spreadsheet, cut the 
marketing items in half and re-
submit it.

“Everybody’s got an opinion 
on what works and what doesn’t 
work with marketing, To Tom’s 
point, I think there needs to be 
certain aspects of a retail mental-
ity is. Again, I understand com-
pletely on the municipal budget,” 

Nelson said. “We need to bring 
people to the table and if we 
pinch pennies now, then we’re 
going to end up with a situation 
where the broadband doesn’t do 
what we want it to do.”

Sue Bunnell shared as the 
liaison to the Broadband Com-
mittee and having attended most 
of their meetings, there is a ques-
tion of bank for the buck and op-
portunity that makes sense.

Bunnell agreed how having 
EntryPoint and their marketing 
person changes the game, adding 
how lawn signs have gotten the 
word out in other communities 
about similar providers.

“Maybe there’s another tier 
and I’m curious to get some 
models and information directly 
from them on what other com-
munities have done,” Bunnell 
said.

Chairman Theresa Goodrich 
later suggested informational 
cards with QR codes for people 
to scan could bring information 
right to them, sharing how a sim-
ilar card she got brought up a 
website and information.

“That’s what’s going to get 
people in town,” Goodrich said.

Goodrich added business 
support as another angle.

“There are businesses in town 
that would love to help support 
this project because it’s going to 
help their business tremendously 
to have this, so that is a key ele-
ment,” Goodrich said.

The discussion concluded 
when Goodrich said the com-
mittee has the Select Board’s full 
support.

No vote or motion was pre-
sented as discussions will con-
tinue.

Another item to note is two 
public hearings with Scantic 
River Brewery LLC for a new 
annual liquor license and farmer 
series pouring permit (malt only) 
for a Sec. 19C license holder and 
Pafumi’s for an annual Monday 
through Saturday entertainment 
license and annual Sunday en-
tertainment license, respectively.

Due to audio issues for res-
idents viewing the first hearing 
online, significant public input 
and wanting time to review, the 
board postponed and continued 
the hearings to May 6.

More on these hearings and 
their outcomes next week.

Broadband Committee meets with Select Board on budget request

All Creatures Great and 
Small takes place May 4

HAMPDEN – The Federated Community 
Church is hosting an All Creatures Great and Small 
event on May 4 from 1 to 3 p.m.

At 1 p.m., there will be K-9  Unit demonstra-
tions from the Ludlow Sheriff’s Department and the 
State Police, followed by a Blessing of the Animals 
at 2 p.m.

All dogs must be 
leashed.

To learn more, con-
tact the church at 413-
596-3711. 

Dine-Out to benefit 
Wilbraham Lions May 21

WILBRAHAM – There will be a dine-out event to 
benefie the Wilbraham Lions at Krazy Jake’s on May 21.

Krazy Jake’s is located at 2537 Boston Rd. in Wil-
braham. 

10% of your food total will be donated to the Wilbra-
ham Lion’s Club.

Teen Mystery Room at WPL
WILBRAHAM - The Teen Department at the Wil-

braham Public Library announces “Teen Mystery Room: 
The Unfortunate Passing of Pliant McTwist” on Tuesday, 
May 7 from 5:30 - 6:30 pm. Similar to an escape room, in 
this mystery room teens will work together using clues, 
puzzles and riddles to solve a crime. Working in teams, 
the teens have just 1 hour to interrogate all the suspects, 
beat them at their own games, and sift through all the 
evidence to figure out who is responsible, how they did it 
and why! Be the first teen team to finish and be promoted 
to Detective and earn your badge!

This program is for Grades 6-12 and sponsored by the 
Wilbraham Friends of the Library. Online registration is 
required as space is limited. Sign up as a team of up to 3 
teens; solo registrants will be put on a team. Register at 
www.wilbrahamlibrary.org, “Teens”, “Event Calendar” 
or call the library at 413-596-6141.
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OBITUARIES

Death 
Notices

Domina’s goals in his first 
six months include finishing the 
budget process and preparation 
for the upcoming Annual Town 
Meeting, the upcoming town 
election and educating himself 
on what’s going on in town, in-
cluding projects.

“After the town meeting, my 
goal is to do more reaching out 
to the various boards and com-
mittees and departments in fig-
uring out what their goals and 
objectives are. Because they 
all have different ones, right? 
They all have different work that 

they’re doing, they all have dif-
ferent needs and they all have 
different challenges,” Domina 
said. “Although they’re in the 
same community, their needs 
are different and how to support 
those departments, I need to bet-
ter understand how I can support 
them to do their job.”

As town administrator, Do-
mina stressed the importance of 
helping the town government 
function and serving as a facili-
tator for the Selectmen, town de-
partments and residents, which 
is another goal he hopes to ac-
complish.

He added he has an open-
door policy for residents.

“We’re here for the residents. 
We’re here for them and to pro-
vide services to them,” Domina 
said.

Reflecting on his career as a 
whole, Domina said the great-
est lesson he learned was about 
not taking things personally and 
making sure residents are heard.

“Our role is to make the best 
recommendation that we can, 
but it’s up to the people who live 
here to make the ultimate deci-
sion because this is their town. 
It’s not my town. I’m here to 

help, I’m here to make the best 
recommendation I can. But at the 
end of the day, it’s their choice, 
it’s their town and I’m okay with 
that,” Domina said. “You do your 
best to bring the best information 
or recommendation forward and 
it’s their decision and whatever 
they decide is what we’re going 
to do.”

Domina wants the communi-
ty to know he looks forward to 
getting to know everyone more 
and working with them.

His hours are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Mondays through Thursdays.

Domina encourages residents 

to stop by and visit him if they 
have any questions or concerns, 
assuring them they are in good 
hands.

“The people--the elected of-
ficials and everybody here--who 
are running the town, they’re all 
trying to do what’s in the best in-
terest of everybody in the town,” 
Domina said. “Running a town 
or running local government is 
not easy and especially for elect-
ed officials. They do it because 
they want to do it and they care...
everybody here has the best in-
terests of the town for sure.”

Robert Lee Quintin 
1948-2024

Robert Leo Quintin passed away peacefully and 
bravely on April 5, 2024 surrounded by his four lov-
ing children.

Robert (Bob) was born in Springfield, MA on 
April 25, 1949 and graduated 
from Classical High School. He 
attended Jones College in Florida 
and Western New England Col-
lege for his MBA.

Bob began his career at Ford 
Motor Company then FLEXcon 
as the Director of Information 
Technology. He was also an ad-
junct professor for University of 
Phoenix and Holyoke Communi-
ty College. In his younger years 

he worked at Danny Seagrill and often shared fond 
memories from his time there. 

Bob served the town of Wilbraham for over 20 
years as Chair of the Capital Planning Committee and 
Finance Committee. Bob spent a majority of his life 
in Wilbraham before moving to Merritt Island, FL in 
2013 for his much earned retirement. 

Bob embraced his nickname, “BBQ” for Big 
Bobby Quintin. He was larger than life with a heart 
of gold. He loved many things including family vaca-
tions to Cape Cod and Florida. He had a passion for 
golfing and was a longtime member of the Wilbraham 
Country Club, where he got a hole in one! He was a 
huge fan of sports, especially the Boston Red Sox. He 
was also an active parishioner of Georgianna United 
Methodist in Merritt Island.

Bob was preceded by his mother and father, Leo 
and Alice Quintin of Springfield and his sister Linda 
Quintin of West Springfield. 

He is preceded by his wife since 1978, Lynne 
Quintin who passed in 2021. Lynne and Bob were the 
epitome of true love. Set up on a blind date in 1977, 
they were a model couple and enjoyed doing every-
thing together as a team. They will now finally be to-
gether in eternity. 

His greatest joy was the close-knit family that he 
created with Lynne. He was always so loving and so 
supportive to each of his four children: Emily Quin-
tin Carlson and her husband Scott of Longmead-
ow, MA, Elizabeth Quintin Hanks and her husband 
Kevin of Wilbraham, MA, Chandler Quintin and his 
wife Alaina of Central Falls, RI, and Audra Quintin 
Thompson and her husband Kyle of Palm Bay, FL. 

Bob was a tremendous father and had the best sense 
of humor. He always went above and beyond to make 
sure each of his children felt special. He took great 
interest in supporting their colleges and passions. 

In addition to his children, Bob adored his grand-
children and was the best Papa. He will be missed 
deeply by each of them: Carter Hanks, Ruby Hanks, 
Sawyer Hanks, Quintin Carlson and Beckham Carl-
son. Family was everything to Bob. 

We would like to thank East Village Place, his 
Baystate Medical care team and Baystate Hospice for 
their tremendous support and loving care.

Bob would always tell his four kids that they were 
his favorite, turns out, he was our favorite too.

A celebration of life is planned for September 
29, 2024 at Wilbraham Country Club. Please head to 
www.bob-and-lynne.com to RSVP.  

attorney.
“They can say they agree with it or 

disagree with it, but this is a new thing 
where they’re (Wilbraham Finance Com-
mittee) writing their own budget and say-
ing this is the number that they’re putting 
forward. It’s Hampden saying they’re 
going to go with their number rather than 
voting yea or nay for our number,” Ken-
nedy said.

Tirabassi also suggested holding a 
meeting a week before town meeting.

“If the warrant actually ends up get-
ting printed as we’ve been told it’s going 
to be, there’s no question about the fact 
that it is extremely misleading to the peo-
ple that will be attending town meeting,” 
Tirabassi said. “So, I think it would be in 
order for us to go on and educate the town 
campaign on by all social and written me-
dia available to us during the week before 
town meeting.”

William Bontempi, after receiving 
clarification from Kennedy on the num-
bers, said “The warrants are mismatched.”

“What I’m saying is that the assess-
ments between the two towns have a cer-
tain percentage threshold that they have to 
reach, so what I’m saying (when) there’s 
a mismatch is because Wilbraham’s num-
ber, it does not match percentage totals of 
the student population based on our SIMS 
data,” Bontempi said.

Bontempi also expressed concern, 
adding it’s a situation where you have to 
get the town council involved.

“Because now we’re in violation of the 
regional agreement because now we are 
asking a number from Wilbraham that’s 
a number that is a percentage, a certain 
percentage lower, than what the School 
Committee had proposed and had voted 
on, and so Hampden’s number is higher,” 
Bontempi said.

Kennedy clarified the number Hamp-
den will be voting on is higher and the 
committee will see if their attorneys can 
resolve the issue beforehand, do an ex-
ecutive or open session and then steps or 
recommendations from Tardif.

Bontempi then asked, “How did this 
happen?”

“So, we submitted our assessment 
letters to the towns...that vote from the 
School Committee is the binding num-
ber that should be placed on the warrant. 
There’s no ambiguity about that,” Bon-
tempi said.

After Kennedy said how “he’s never 
seen this before,” Provost shared he was, 
also, unsure what happened.

“Assessment letters went out and then 
we received an email saying the number 
is not going to be the number that’s re-
flected in the assessment letter,” Provost 
said. “No communication or any process 
that we’re aware of between those two 
events.”

Aaron Osborne, assistant superinten-
dent for finance, operations and human 
resources, offered his perspective.

“My experience has been that in most 
regional districts, even if the town wanted 
to propose a different number or some-
thing like that, the School Committee’s 
number would be the primary number 
on there, right? Again, they could go 
down,” Osborne said. “I think the inter-
esting thing that John and I talked about 
is that I don’t think voters would know 
that a yes vote means that the school bud-

get fails and that throws a whole chain of 
events that, again, if the School Commit-
tee stands behind the budget it means the 
town then has to schedule another special 
town meeting at an expense to the town.”

After Rich Rediker asked “if this 
has ever been done in the last 30 years,” 
Kennedy replied he could not ever re-
call a time when the Finance Committee 
changed the number that was given.

“They could either approve or not ap-
prove, that was all that Finance could do,” 
Kennedy said.

Bontempi added the whole idea be-
hind the assessment is that “the school 
district, the School Committee, has the 
legal authority to present the article for 
the warrant.”

“That’s our job. That’s one of the three 
enumerated powers of the School Com-
mittee is to set the budget. So, having that 
number replaced with a lower number 
runs afoul of state law,” Bontempi said.

Bontempi said his bigger question, 
however, concerns legality.

“Now you’ve got, like I said, a mis-
matched warrant because Hampden’s go-
ing into a town meeting which is asking 
for a particular number which is no longer 
in line with what the regional agreement 
requires us to do in terms of assessments, 
which is splitting it based on the student 
population,” Bontempi said. “If we kept 
the Finance Committee number where it 
is, then Hampden voters are approving a 
budget number that would be larger than 
what their responsibility is.”

Another concern Bontempi had was 
how there was no discussion with Hamp-
den about this.

“At least, if it was coordination be-
tween the Finance Committee in Wilbra-
ham and Advisory (Committee) in Hamp-
den to say, ‘All right, we’re going to lower 
this number and so proportionately, this 
is what the number is going to be,’ and if 
Hampden Advisory had done that, at least 
it would have shown some degree of co-
ordination, but this shows just a unilateral 
effort on the part of the Finance Commit-
tee,” Bontempi said.

Tirabassi said he’s also concerned 
about the financial stability of the school 
district in terms of unexpected expenses, 
citing an email received that day about a 
budget shortfall for the boiler and funds, 
including the Minnechaug Stabilization 
Fund, being nearly spent out.

“I don’t think they appreciate how 
down to the wire we really are,” Tirabas-
si said. “For me, and I think for everyone 
here on the committee, we have the kids 
close to our hearts and we want what’s 
right for the kids and, if money runs out, 
and then the kids suffer, none of us want 
to see that happen. So, makes a scary sit-
uation.”

Bontempi agreed, adding how much 
the situation would cost the committee in 
terms of legal fees and that money would 
come from their budget.

“The organization that’s supposed to 
be the steward of the finances of the town 
is basically putting us in a position where 
now we need to expend even more mon-
ey on legal expenses to be able to unrav-
el this because this is a mess,” Bontempi 
said.

After Kennedy reiterated the next 
steps, Chair Michal Boudreau said a fu-
ture meeting would be scheduled as need-
ed.

DOMINA from page 1
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Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Wilbraham-Hampden Times

Our
advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them
know you saw 
their ad in the

Wilbraham
Hampden
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Robert Leo Quintin
Died April 5, 2024

A celebration of life is 
planned for

September 29, 2024
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE
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ONE STOP DISCOUNT LIQUORS
EVERY DAY LOW PRICES!

Great Variety & Prices • Liquor • Wine • Beer

2701 Boston Road
Wilbraham

413-596-5444
2701 BOSTON ROAD, WILBRAHAM

We Carry A 
Large Variety Of 

Polish Beer, 
Liquor, Vodka 

& Wine

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

Readers are encouraged to send 
in medium to high resolution 

photos for this page by e-mail to 
dzbierski@turley.com or mail to 

TIMES, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Please note that if you send 
us a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 

background. Examples:
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain.

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Dennis Lopata, who served as chair of the Needs Committee, then the Feasibility Committee greets onlookers 
at the Ribbon Cutting of the new building April 20.

Enjoying the cozy fireplace on the first floor were Laura Dennis (left) and Tracey Perry 
of Country Bank (right).

Chatting with Wilbraham-Hampden Times Editor Kristin Rivers are Wilbraham Town 
Administrator Nick Breault and Senior Center Dir. Paula Dubord. Mike Belsky looks on.

Linda and Steve 
Cooper each had a 
role in supporting 

the new senior 
center. Linda Served 

on the Building 
Committee and 

authored “Aging 
Well in Wilbraham” 

articles in the 
Times. Steve was a 

busy member of the 
Capital Campaign 

Committee.

Carol Fountain 
takes a break by 
the fireplace during 
the Major Donor 
Reception.

Schmoozing during the cocktail hour were friends (from left) Ruth Karlson, Ken and 
Karen Furst, Stephen Brand and Patti Hallberg.

The Multipurpose Room at the new senior center saw its first sell-out as many folks 
gathered to hear greetings from officials. Enjoying refreshments were Marianne 
Merrit (left) and friend Lisa Coolidge.
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Wilbraham thanks new 
senior center donors at 
Major Donor Reception
Times photos by Charles F. Bennett

The Friends of Wilbraham Seniors held 
their Major Donor Reception April 19 to thank 
businesses and individuals for their generosity 
in the supporting of the new Wilbraham Senior 
Center Building. Matt Villamaino, president of 
the Friends Board of Directors and Capital Cam-
paign Committee and Paula Dubord, director of 
elder affairs, thanked everyone who worked so 
hard since 2010 to make the building a reality.

On April 20 and 21 the public was introduced 
to the state-of-the art building and toured the fa-
cilities.

Schmoozing during the cocktail hour were friends (from left) Ruth Karlson, Ken and 
Karen Furst, Stephen Brand and Patti Hallberg.

The Multipurpose Room at the new senior center saw its first sell-out as many folks 
gathered to hear greetings from officials. Enjoying refreshments were Marianne 
Merrit (left) and friend Lisa Coolidge.

Town Administrator 
Nick Breault and 
Select Board 
member Sue Bunnell 
celebrate the 
opening of the new 
building.

Friends of Wilbraham Seniors President Matt Villamaino and wife Jane greet visitors to 
the Major Donor Reception April 19.

When Wilbraham 
Select Board 
Chairperson Terry 
Goodrich greeted the 
crowd during April 
19 festivities, she 
said, “I can’t wait 
to be old enough 
to visit this great 
building!”

Friends of Wilbraham Seniors corresponding 
secretary Dee Mitchell, holding the “Party Time” 

sign, and her friends (left to right), Daryl Peck, 
Dina Graziano, (Dee) and Mark Graziano, get 

their photo taken at the Major Donor Reception 
April 19.
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            Route 202, East Street, Granby
413-467-3794

~ Family Owned & Operated  ~
Open: 

8am-7pm

Most Major 
Credit Cards Accepted

Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 12th!

Largest Selection of “Proven Winners” in the Area!

Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse

We are the Growers! Get Your Plants From the Source 
With Over 70 Years of Growing Experience!

Hanging Baskets • Rose Bushes
Gorgeous Geraniums • Boston Ferns • Annuals • Perennials

Vegetable Plants • Herbs • Potting Soil

and friends are important,” Con-
nors said.

“Mainly because everyone 
can see it and I think it’s good,” 
Slattery said.

Connors and Slattery hope the 
billboard helps raise awareness 
for Shriners and for the upcoming 
golf tournament, stressing the im-
portance of their work with chil-
dren.

“Shriners is important be-
cause I had a clubbed foot and I 
couldn’t play with my friends, 
then Shriners helped me a lot and 
helped me play with my friends 

and just have fun,” Connors said.
“I think it’s important because 

I also go to Shriners and the whole 
Shriners made me feel a lot more 
confident and made me feel better 
about the whole situation, so I’m 
very thankful for it and I’m glad 
to be doing this,” Slattery said.

Brenda Cuoco, broker/owner 
at Brenda Cuoco & Associates 
Real Estate Brokerage, was ec-
static about the unveiling, want-
ing to give back to the kids and 
raise awareness for the organiza-
tion and the upcoming event.

Cuoco said she loves teaming 
up with Shriners and supporting 
them, adding giving back to the 

community brings her great joy.
“I absolutely love it. There’s 

nothing better than being able to 
support someone like Shriners. 
Any of the businesses around 
that we can support locally. Like 
I said, we just love giving back,” 
Cuoco said.

The community support also 
means a lot to Cuoco.

“We just want to keep chang-
ing people’s lives and make a dif-
ference and leaving a legacy most 
of all is what we love to do,” Cuo-
co said.

Keri Tichy, associate director 
of philanthropy at Shriners Chil-
dren’s of New England, explained 

last year’s golf tournament raised 
$27,000 for Shriner’s Children of 
New England and she is looking 
forward to this year’s event.

Tichy expressed gratitude to 
Cuoco and her team for their sup-
port, adding how Shriners Chil-
dren’s of New England treats ev-
eryone regardless of ability to pay 
and 85 cents to every dollar goes 
towards patient care.

“Their efforts help to trans-
form the lives of so many chil-
dren across New England and 
upstate New York. We can’t do it 
without them and our community 
and strengthening strong partner-
ships,” Tichy said. “To be able to 

see our amazing patient ambassa-
dors on a billboard this year out 
in the community just strengthens 
that even further.”

Connors and Slattery encour-
age the community to support 
Shriners and give back to the 
community.

“Sign up for an event for a 
great cause,” Connors said.

“Help donate to Shriners,” 
Slattery said.

To learn more about the orga-
nization, visit shrinerschildrens-
newengland.org.

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - The Scantic 
Valley YMCA hosted their annu-
al Healthy Kids Day on April 20, 
providing a source of informa-
tion, entertainment and fun for 
everyone. 

Debbie Kelder, the executive 
director at the Scantic Valley 
YMCA, was ecstatic about the 
day.

“Healthy Kids Day is YM-
CA’s national initiative where 
we want to celebrate kids being 
kids,” Kelder said. “And espe-

cially as we’re going into the 
summer months where it may 
not be as structured, we want to 
give them tools and resources to 
stay physically and mentally ac-
tive.”

She deeply expressed the im-
portance of why Wilbraham has 
events such as Healthy Kids Day. 

“This is a free communi-
ty-wide event. Everyone and 
anyone is welcome to come. 
So, we like being open so that 
not just members get to come 
here, but everybody from the 
community,” Kelder said. “We 
also show them what we offer 

here for children’s programming 
which might be sports program-
ming, swim lessons and just oth-
er ways for families to come in 
together and do healthy activi-
ties such as playing basketball or 
swimming.” 

Healthy Kids Day was filled 
with vendors introducing chil-
dren to new ways to give back to 
the community, making healthy 
snacks and ways to have fun over 
the summer, including Falcetti 
School of Music, the Springfield 
Symphony Orchestra, the police 
and fire departments, students 
from Springfield College and 

many more. 
Elisha Wink, a student at 

Springfield College, further dis-
cussed what Healthy Kids Day 
meant to her and other students 
at her school as well as also be-
ing a part of the Y Club on her 
campus. 

“I think events like these re-
ally help to bring the community 
together. I’ve worked with the 
YMCA of Greater Springfield 
for about a year now and I think 
I’ve seen a lot of community 
growth and it kind of just push-
es people to think more about 
our youth and especially events 

like Healthy Kids Day pushing 
the younger generation to think 
more about their future,” Wink 
said. 

While the children had fun 
with games and crafts, they also 
learned about seed planting from 
educational groups Generational 
Seeds and Onome Oko. 

Generational Seeds, founded 
by Jamila Jones, is a nonprofit 
that considers education as sep-
arate from the school environ-
ment and teaches children about 
various forms of offerings in 
nature and urban farming while 

Scantic Valley YMCA celebrates Healthy Kids Day

Jamila Jones of Onome Oko stands beside her table 
which teaches children how to grow their own plants 
and eat organically. 

Hadley Goff paints Javiyan’s face during Healthy Kids 
Day at the Scantic Valley YMCA. 

Steve, Sky, and baby Cole Willet play on musical 
instruments from Falcetti School of Music during 
Healthy Kids Day at the Scantic Valley YMCA.

A group photo with Jackson Connors, Alyssa Stout, 
office & finance administrator at Brenda Cuoco Real 
Estate Brokerage, Madison Degnan, marketing & listing 
coordinator at Brenda Cuoco Real Estate Brokerage, 
Sadie Slattery and Brenda Cuoco, broker/owner at 
Brenda Cuoco & Associates Real Estate Brokerage, after 
the billboard unveiling on Route 20.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
A family photo of Sadie Slattery of Longmeadow with 
her parents Stella and Derek after the billboard unveiling 
honoring Slattery and Jackson Connors of Wilbraham.

A family photo of Jackson Connors of Wilbraham with 
his parents Jill and Nick after the billboard unveiling 
honoring Connors and Sadie Slattery of Longmeadow on 
April 19.

BILLBOARD from page 1

Please see HEALTHY, page 13
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POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades
New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 • www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,  
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and 

everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

413-244-1943
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

Affordable Waste SolutionsAffordable Waste Solutions
Your Hometown Provider for 

Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

3.5” x 2”

MKT-5894N-A > edwardjones.com

Christopher O'Connor 
Financial Advisor

2141 Boston Rd Suite G 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 
413-596-6875

3.5” x 2”

MKT-5894N-A > edwardjones.com

Christopher O'Connor 
Financial Advisor

2141 Boston Rd Suite G 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 
413-596-6875

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR
GREAT SERVICE

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm

Sun. closed

2 Convenient 
Locations

413-736-5476  •  parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

Ask about 
special pricing 

for first 
responders

15% OFF 
DRY CLEANING 

when you 
pre-pay!

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm, 

Sat. 9am-1pm, closed Sunday
413-279-3222

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

Ask about 
special 
pricing for 
first responders

Family owned 
and operated 
since 1935

2 Convenient 
Locations

parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 7am-6pm, 
Sat. & Sun. 8am-3pm
413-736-5476

Spring Cleaning Special
15% OFF ALL Draperies, Curtains, 

Bedspread & Comforters!

also helping give children an education. 
Onome Oko, an LLC also run by Jones, which means 

Children Garden, is an urban mobile gardening program 
being implemented into various community centers to 
teach kids to get back into nature through gardening and 
culinary skills. 

Jones stressed the importance of events such as 
Healthy Kids Day.

“Events like this give them something else to look at 
other than what they’re looking at in a regular school,” 
Jones said.

While all the children were occupied doing arts and 
crafts and getting their faces painted inside, 

Firefighter Evan Grimes and Patrick Farrow, assistant 

fire prevention officer and fire & life safety educator, 
were outside with their fire truck teaching children how 
to stay safe.

As the children got to sit in the driver’s seat, they 
learned safety tips including preventing their homes 
from carbon monoxide poisoning and fires.

Farrow expressed the importance of children staying 
safe in the summer. 

“A reminder that firefighters and police officers are 
community helpers and we’re here to help you,” Farrow 
said.

Clarissa Tsim, a member of the YMCA for five years, 
took her daughter Mila to the event and had high regards 
for Healthy Kids Day. 

“This is a great event for little kids and a way for them 
to channel their inner child, especially like the different 
arts and crafts and different things they’re learning from 

it,” Tsim said.
The Scantic Valley YMCA spent an exciting morning 

not only introducing children to new activities and how 
to stay healthy, but this also was a wonderful celebration 
of the health of young children in Western Massachu-
setts. 

Patrick Farrow, assistant fire prevention officer and 
fire & life safety educator for the Wilbraham Fire 
Department, and Firefighter Evan Grimes stand in front 
of a fire truck to teach children about fire safety during 
Healthy Kids Day.

Turley photos by Noelle Hisgen
Lindsay Moynahan of Chickpea Cookie Dough provided 
snacks during Healthy Kids Day at the Scantic Valley 
YMCA on April 20.

HEALTHY from page 12

From the left, Eleanor King, Mary Wroblewski, Allisyn 
Lopes, Kayla Lopes and Madelyn Lopes do arts and 
crafts at a table during Healthy Kids Day on April 20. 

From the left, Miriam Siegel, Mary McGoverm, and 
Tracey Perry of Country Bank gave out prizes from a 
prize wheel during Healthy Kids Day.



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESPage 14 May 2, 2024

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Lions do it
  5. In favor of
  8. Rest here please 

(abbr.)
 11. Pulpits
 13. Leisure activity
 14. Fertility god
 15. Financial 

obligations
 16. When you 

anticipate getting 
somewhere

 17. Spanish river
 18. Sporting events
 20. Type of tree
 21. Ceased to be
 22. Persons
 25. Synthetic resin
 30. Relates to 

photochemical 
reactions

 31. Father
 32. Former Cowboys 

coach 
 33. City in Finland
 38. Run batted in

 41. Got through
 43. They darken skin
 45. In a harmful way
 48. Form of weaving
 49. City of Angels 

hoopster
 50. Caucasian 

language
 55. Syngman __, 

Korean president
 56. Sun up in New 

York
 57. Paddled 
 59. Fishes
 60. Affirmative
 61. Nimble
 62. Doctor of 

Education
 63. Soviet Socialist 

Republic
 64. A small island

CLUES DOWN
  1. Cool!
  2. Hebrew unit of 

measure
  3. Swedish rock 

group
  4. College army
  5. Favor over another
  6. Called it a career
  7. Egg-shaped wind 

instrument
  8. Israeli statesman
  9. Hurries
 10. Slog
 12. Midway between 

south and 
southeast

 14. Benedictine monk
 19. Self-immolation 

by fire ritual
 23. Family of 

regulator genes
 24. Surrendering
 25. Political action 

committee
 26. S. American plant
 27. Long-term 

memory
 28. Bark
 29. Breathes in
 34. Take hold of
 35. Everyone has one

 36. Valentine’s Day 
color

 37. Drivers’ licenses 
and passports

 39. Outer walls of 
castles

 40. Enters with force
 41. One thousandth of 

an inch
 42. Deceased Chinese 

politician
 44. Sugary secretion 

of plants
 45. Expressed 

pleasure
 46. Shelter
 47. Utilizes
 48 Forest resident
 51. Fashion accessory
 52. A sharply 

directional 
antenna

 53. __ Kristofferson, 
actor

 54. A bad place to 
end up

 58. MLBer Gordon

By Jason DeGray
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - On Saturday 
April 27, the 5th Annual Run for 
Rick’s Place was held at Minnechaug 
Regional High School. 

This annual walk is a way for 
people of the Hampden-Wilbraham 
community to give back to those 
in need of moral support. Rick’s 
Place has held this event since 2018, 
however, this event was put on hold 
during the coronavirus pandemic in 
2020 and 2021. 

Since its return, the support 
and the outcome of participants for 
Rick’s have exponentially grown, 
allowing for more funds for the or-
ganization.

As a nonprofit organization, 
Rick’s Place is dependent on fund-
raisers they hold or donations made 
by people or small local business-
es. The nonprofit bases its cause in 

memory of Wilbraham native Rick 
Thorpe, who was killed at the World 
Trade Center on September 11, 2001. 

Thorpe graduated from Min-
nechaug Regional High School and 
was known for his dedication to his 
school and community. 

In 2007, Rick’s Place was formed 
with the main purpose of supporting 
children, teenagers, adults and fami-
lies with a recent loss of a loved one. 
Since its founding, Rick’s Place has 
been able to help hundreds of fami-
lies cope with their loss with the vol-
unteers and helpers of Rick’s Place.

Entering into the Minnechaug 
parking lot, the starting base of the 
race, families who have been sup-
ported by Rick’s Place were met 
with signs of their lost loved ones. 
This was another way for the charity 
to give their support to families. 

Scattered along the pavement 
at Minnechaug, families who have 
dealt with loss who signed up for the walk were able to honor their 

loved ones again with these 
yard signs paid in full by the 
charity.

Bill Scatolini, the orga-
nization’s board president, 
believes that this event is the 
most successful and crucial 
for Rick’s Place. 

Scatolini was “Totally 
thrilled and appreciative of 
all the support” given from 
sponsors and participants 
for the race. This year was 
special because the number 
of participants reached a 
total of 172 overall partic-
ipants, with 71 being run-
ners. 

The sponsors of the race 
included the Minnechaug 
Above the Influence (ATI) 
Club, the Pioneer Valley Fi-
nancial Group, LUSO Cred-
it Union, 4Run3 and Excel 
Physical Therapy. 

Before the race, partic-
ipants and their families 
were entertained with many 
games put together by Jason 
Dalesio’s ATI club. These 
games featured large jenga, 
cornhole, ring toss, along 
with a booth for participants 
or children to receive tem-
porary tattoos. 

LUSO Federal Credit 
Union provided partici-
pants with snacks either pre 
or post-race, while Excel 
Physical Therapy provided 
two chairs and masseuses 
for runners and walkers. 

Most importantly, the 
Pioneer Valley Financial 
Group provided a majority 
of funds along with a booth 
of cooling towels given to a 
majority of participants.

Community runs to support Rick’s Place

Members of the Above the Influence Club leave their 
mark with their tattoo station during the Rick’s Place 5K 
event at Minnechaug Regional High School on April 27.

A group shot of participants at the starting line during 
the Rick’s Place 5K event at Minnechaug Regional High 
School on April 27.

Minnechaug Regional High School’s Above the Influence 
Club with the club advisor, Jason Dalessio, during the 
Rick’s Place 5K event on April 27.

A pair of runners smile for the camera during the Rick’s 
Place 5K event on April 27.

Runners take off during the Rick’s Place 5K event at 
Minnechaug Regional High School on April 27. 

Participants of the race were more than pleased to 
participate in the race.  

One participant in particular, Katey Baruth, who was 
the first female finisher, expressed deep interest in Rick’s 
Place. Baruth, working for the University of Oklahoma 
with a clinical master’s degree in counseling, showed 
deep interest in the local charity. 

With the cause of the race relating to her personal 
work, Katey Baruth claimed that she felt proud to partake 
in the “very nice and wonderful cause.” 

The spirits of Rick’s Place and what they are all about 
were present in the morning. It was great to see how 
many people, those who have and haven’t been helped 
by Rick’s Place, showed up in order to raise money for 
such a crucial cause in Wilbraham.

Turley photos by Jason DeGray
A close-up shot of the Rick’s Place 
logo on an attendee’s hand during 
the Rick’s Place 5K event on April 27.

wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com
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SPORTS
Peabody collects four hits in softball victory

WILBRAHAM – Last Friday afternoon, Minnechaug 
softball had a very rare matchup with neighbor Monson. 
The Falcons collected 12 hits in a 10-4 win. Four of those 
hits came from Ava Peabody, who had four singles in the 
game. Abby Peyman had three hits and Angelina Cross 
had two hits. Mackenzie Blair pitched a complete game, 
allowing six hits, four runs, a walk, and had 10 strike-
outs. The Falcons are 3-4 this season.

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande
Alexis Adorno picks up the grounder to third.

Mackenzie Blair sends a pitch to the plate.

Amy Dunklee looks to tag out a runner.Veronica Ouimet slides safely home.

Ava Peabody retreats to first after hitting a single.

WILBRAHAM – Last Monday 
afternoon, Kali Gagnon led all scor-
ers with five goals and two assists as 
Minnechaug’s offense was all over 

Northampton 17-5. The Falcons 
also defeated Westfield but lost to 
Leominster during the past week. 
They are 5-5 this season. Rylee 

Welch added three goals tot eh win 
over Northampton and Ella Sarno 
and Ainsley Sheehan had two goals 
each.

 Gagnon scores five as Falcons cruise to win

Rylee Welch looks low as she looks for where she wants 
to shoot on goal. More photos on page 16.

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande
Jenna Scatolini looks at the goal before passing.

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande
Sean Murphy winds up to send a long pass out of the 
defensive end of the field

Falcons score 
big shutout

WILBRAHAM – With five goals from Jack Derosia 
and four goals from Matt Noonan, the Falcons provided 
more than enough offense to get a win over Pope Francis. 
But the defense also did a great job as Minnechaug boys 
lacrosse scored a 15-0 shutout of the Cardinals. The Fal-
cons are now 5-3 on the season.
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Gagnon scores five as 
Falcons cruise to winFalcons score big shutout

Matt Noonan sends a pass away. Nick Patrakis sprints up the field with the ball.

Ryan Ice is headed off by a defender. Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande
Ryan Purchas launches a shot on goal.

Kali Gagnon tries to fight around a defender.

Ainsley Sheehan fights to take away the loose ball.

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande
Izzy Manning heads towards the right side as the 
Falcons swarm around the goal.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

Tuesday Night
Commercial Elks League

PALMER – The Commercial 
Elks made it to their final regular 
week of league candlepin bowling.

These series of matches will 
conclude the final round and will 
determine the third qualifier for the 
playoffs.

As of April 16, The Champs R 
Here are in first place at 27-9. In the 
running Acres is in second place at 
25-11. Team BK is in third place 
at 24-12. The remaining teams are 
mathematically eliminated from 
playoff contention. 

Compression and Life is Good 
have already qualified for the play-
offs.

One match took place between 
#1 seed Champs R Here against #2 
seed Acres. In game one, Acres de-
feated Champs R Here by a score 
of 398-382. Matt Bertelli and Paul 
Tereso of Acres each broke 100 in 
the opening game (Tereso 101, Ber-
telli 106). Stephen Manolakis of 
Champs R Here began with a 114. 

In game two, Champs R Here 
defeated Acres 375-362. Manolakis 
led the team with a 113. 

In game three, Champs R Here 
defeated Acres 385-367 to win a 
total of three points and secure the 
last playoff spot. Manolakis fin-
ished with a 109 and a series of 336. 

The final score is Champs R 
Here at 1142 and Acres at 1127. 

#3 seed Team BK bowled against 
Last in Line. Team BK won the first 
game 353-345. In game two, Last in 
Line won 367-354. Vinny Navarro 
bowled a 112 to lead Last in Line to 
a victory. Mark Fitzpatrick of Team 
BK bowled 118. 

In game three, Team BK won 
the last game by a score of 378-361. 
The final score was Team BK at 
1085 and Last in Line at 1073. 

The two playoff teams, Com-
pression and Life is Good, bowled 
each other in the last week of round 
three. In game one, Compression 
took the first game from one of their 
playoff opponents 361-345.

In game two, Compression won 
again by a score of 352-341. Jason 
Dominick of Compression led the 
team in the second game with a 104. 

In game three. Compression 
won for a three-game sweep over 

Life is Good. The score in game 
three was Compression at 364 and 
Life is Good at 357. The final score 
was Compression at 1077 and Life 
is Good at 1043. 

As a result of winning three 
points against Acres, Champs R 
Here are the winners of round three 
and will be in the playoffs. Com-
pression, Life is Good and Champs 
R Here will compete against each 
other in the final week of the season 
for the league championship. 

The remaining four teams who 
didn’t receive a playoff berth will 
compete in a consolation roll off. 

Monday Night League Playoffs 
The final two teams who made 

it to the final week of the season 
are Tag Team and the Four Stoog-
es. After three competitive games, 
Tag Team prevails and are the 
2023-2024 candlepin league season 
champions for Monday nights. 

Tag Team consists of John Ha-
vens Sr, John Eckart, John “JT” 
Terault and Nick Maslon. The run-
ner ups of the season, The Four 
Stooges, consist of Dave Cham-
bers, Rich Chambers, Joe Grant and 
Marc Pelissier. 

Candlepin League News

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESMay 2, 2024 Page 17

Olympics lead to 
change in HoopHall 
induction

SPRINGFIELD – The Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame has announced it will move its Enshrinement Cer-
emonies from Aug. 16-17 to Oct. 12-13 to accommodate 
requests of the vast global basketball community amid 
an extensive and expanding summer schedule, highlight-
ed by the 2024 Summer Olympics. The date change will 
continue to position the Hall of Fame event as a success-
ful, well-produced standalone event not compromised by 
potential production conflicts.

“The Hall of Fame appreciates the input from friends 
across the basketball community and the recommenda-
tions of our production partners regarding a schedule ad-
justment for our Enshrinement Ceremonies,” said John 
L. Doleva, President & CEO of the Naismith Basketball 
Hall of Fame. “We understand the importance of the bur-
geoning Olympic basketball events to our broader con-
stituencies and regret any inconvenience caused by the 
change. This one-time move to October assures that we 
are best positioned to once again create a great experi-
ence for our guests and deliver viewers a first-class pre-
sentation to celebrate our esteemed Class.”

Enshrinement Weekend will begin at Mohegan Sun 
on Saturday, Oct. 12, with the Tip-Off Celebration and 
Awards Gala. The Class of 2024 and returning Hall of 
Famers will then assemble in Springfield, for the annual 
events taking place at the Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame and Springfield’s Symphony Hall on Sunday, Oct. 
13.

The updated schedule of events for Enshrinement 
2024:

Saturday, Oct. 12, at Mohegan Sun
(Uncasville, Conn.)

Enshrinement 2024 Autograph Session
Enshrinement 2024 Press Conference
Enshrinement Tip-Off Celebration and Awards Gala
Sunday, Oct. 13, in Springfield
Enshrinement Ceremony VIP Reception at Spring-

field Marriott
Enshrinement Ceremony Red Carpet Show at Sym-

phony Hall 
Enshrinement Ceremony at Symphony Hall

T-Birds put bow on 
successful season 
at MassMutual

SPRINGFIELD – The Springfield Thunderbirds 
completed a historic season in style on Saturday, 
hosting a 14th consecutive sellout crowd inside the 
MassMutual Center. The capacity crowd for the fi-
nale also marked the 20th time during the 2023-24 
season that "the Thunderdome" hit its maximum 
occupancy.

Both the 14-game sellout streak and the 20 total 
sellout crowds set Springfield AHL hockey records, 
and those were merely two statistics from a  year 
full of shattered records and overwhelming support 
from the fanbase. The Thunderbirds' ticket sales de-
partment saw distinct growth in numerous catego-
ries, including group ticket revenue (up 30% from 
2022-23), season ticket revenue (up 15%), and total 
full-season tickets sold (up 5%). 

"The support this franchise has received from 
day one has been indescribable," said Thunderbirds 
President Nathan Costa. "It takes so many factors for 
an American Hockey League franchise to succeed, 
and our front office staff is right up there with the 
best in the business. Their tireless efforts, coupled 
with the passion and energy of the Thunderdome 
crowd, made this historic season a reality. We have 
no intention of slowing down either, which should 
make our fans so excited for what will come."

Of the 6,321 fans who attended Thunderbirds 
games on average last season, about 25% were 
members of various groups participating in a wide 
variety of in-game experiences, from Premium Suite 
and Executive Perch parties to on-ice activities like 
national anthem performances and high-five tunnel 
teams. Springfield's front office staff efforts helped 
the club generate the eighth most group tickets sold 
in the league. 

"We have long worked at making Thunderbirds 
games a lifelong memory for fans of all ages," 
said Costa. "In the process of doing that, we have 
been able to showcase members of our communi-
ty, which has led to amazing opportunities for these 
groups to have a huge audience and grow their fol-
lowings. Performing at Thunderbirds games has be-
come a checklist item for thousands in this area, and 
we take great pride in that."

This season, the T-Birds saw an average of 
93.1% of all seats filled inside the MassMutual 
Center, the highest average attendance to capacity 
in the AHL's Eastern Conference and second-high-
est in the league. Such successes in filling the arena 
directly led to the Thunderbirds' corporate sales de-
partment reaching new heights.

In the 2023-24 season, the T-Birds saw a 15% 
growth in corporate revenue while sitting atop the 
league rankings in total sponsorship deals. Integra-
tions with sponsors have continued to be showcased 
across various mediums, from in-arena and in-ice 
signage to social media post sponsorships and ele-
ments of the in-game broadcast production.

"Having widespread support from our business 
partners is also paramount to success in the Ameri-
can Hockey League," Costa added. "Our corporate 
team has fostered meaningful relationships beyond 
return on investment and emphasized Springfield's 
pride for the city. Their accomplishments are re-
markable when compared to markets of exponen-
tially greater size."

Supplementing the Thunderbirds' success in 
tickets and corporate business, the franchise experi-
enced a seventh consecutive season of brand devel-
opment and merchandise growth as the club rose to 
the top 10 in the AHL in-game night merchandise 
sales, with an emphasis on creating high-quality 
product lines across not just the T-Birds brand, but 
specialty nights as well. 

"We are aware of how impactful merchandise 
can be from a grassroots marketing perspective," 
said Costa. "Giving our fans the ability to show 
their pride for specialty evenings like Pink in the 
Rink, Ice-O-Topes, and Military Appreciation fur-
ther bolsters our connection between our team and 
the community."

The Thunderbirds will look to build upon their 
record-breaking success when the 2024-25 season, 
the eighth Thunderbirds hockey campaign, gets un-
derway this October. Schedules and single-game 
tickets will go on sale later this summer. Fans can 
reserve their seats for Thunderbirds’ hockey action 
in the 2024-25 season with a ticket membership by 
calling (413)-739-GOAL (4625) or visiting www.
SpringfieldThunderbirds.com.

Quabbin League wants 
to fill remaining spots

Rosters spots are dwindling, but there are still some 
spots available as the Quabbin Valley Over-28 Baseball 
has begun it season. There are still several open spots to 
get filled despite the season being underway.

Registration for the 2024 season is now open and any 
interested players can go to www.quabbinvalleybase-
ball.org to get registered, or to seek more information or 
make inquiries about the league. 

The league plays most Sunday from late April 
through late August with playoffs following that. The 
league plays a 15-game schedule and typically fields six 
teams each year. Games are usually played at 10 a.m. 
with fields in Easthampton and South Hadley used as 
well some expansion to the surrounding area this season. 
The league does not play on Mother’s Day or Memorial 
Day weekends.

The Quabbin Valley league is an all-abilities league 
and all are welcome to join. Eligibility is players who are 
age 28 and over. You must be 30 to be eligible to pitch in 
the league. Your age for eligibility is whatever age you 
will turn in 2024. The league is also able to entertaining 
taking in an entire group as a team to add to the league. 
Please email the league board for to inquire about enter-
ing a team. The league can also pro-rate registration at 
this point. Simply contact a league board member. Con-
tact information is located at the registration link.

Registration now 
open to take part in 
Bay State Games

WOBURN – Registration for the 42nd annual Bay State 
Summer Games is now open. The 2024 Summer Games will 
include thirty sports with competitions from May 11 – July 27 
at venues throughout eastern and central Massachusetts includ-
ing Game On in Fitchburg, Boston Sports Institute in Wellesley, 
Union Point Sports Complex in Weymouth, and North Star Ice 
Sports in Westborough. Bay State Games participants range in 
age from 5 to over age 75 and represent more than 300 Mas-
sachusetts communities as well as surrounding New England 
States in some sports. From grassroots participants to accom-
plished amateur athletes, the Bay State Games provide oppor-
tunities for the athlete in all of us. 

Seven high school showcase sports will take place for a 
variety of sports, including baseball, basketball, field hockey, 
ice hockey, soccer, softball, and volleyball. Athletes currently 
in grade 8-11 who live or go to school in Massachusetts are 
eligible to attend regional tryouts during the month of June. 
These tryouts will determine teams representing the various 
regions of the Commonwealth that will compete against each 
other in July. Check each sport page for specific eligibility re-
quirements.

The Summer Games include a wide variety of individual 
sports including swimming, track & field, figure skating, pick-
leball, wrestling, weightlifting, badminton, and more. These 
sports are open to a wide range of ages and skill levels from 
youth participants to masters-aged athletes. Adaptive sport di-
visions in archery, swimming, and track & field are offered, as 
well. Bay State Games also organizes tournaments for pre-ex-
isting teams in rugby, and 6v6 field hockey. 

Returning in 2024, Table Tennis will take place on June 1 
at PingPod in Boston after a 5-year hiatus from the Summer 
Games sport lineup. New venues include Babson College, 
which will host the Girls Basketball Showcase, and NorthStar 
Ice Sports, which will host Figure Skating and the Girls Ice 
Hockey Showcase. Game On in Fitchburg will serve as a hub 
venue for eight sports. Bay State Games expects 1,500 athletes 
and their families to attend competitions at Game On during the 
second week of July. 

For questions, email info@baystategames.org or call 781-
932-6555. 

www.turley.com

Turley Publications seeks Experienced 
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/
or feature stories of local interest for various 
towns and cities.
• Must be dependable, professional and able to

meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Deanna Sloat
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to dsloat@turley.com

CORRESPONDENT
OPPORTUNITIES

Great Songs from Great 
Movies at the Wilbraham 
Public Library

WILBRAHAM– Instrumentalist and vocalist David 
Polansky will perform “Great Songs From Great Mov-
ies” at the Wilbraham Public Library on Monday, May 
20 at 6 p.m. In addition to taking audience requests, his 
concert will span several decades of film history, from 
Singin’ in the Rain to Star Wars. An accomplished mu-
sician, David is in constant demand throughout the New 
England area. Loved by everyone from preschoolers to 
grandparents, his songs have been compared to those of 
Stephen Sondheim and Tom Lehrer. He has performed at 
the Wilbraham Library since 1997.

Registration for this free event is encouraged and 
space is limited. To register, please contact the library 
at 413-596-6141 or visit the Event Calendar at www.
wilbrahamlibrary.org. This program is sponsored by the 
Wilbraham Friends of the Library.

support local journalism
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

HAYWARD DE POOL FILTER for 
above ground pool. Good condition, 
$350. 413-589-7877.

SANTEE HURRICANE 126 KAY-
AK, $800; Ariens Compact 22 Snow-
blower, $400. 413-583-5278.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178.

HAY FOR SALE
ROUND, WRAPPED HAY BALES, 
Worthington, MA.  Call  (413)478-
0178.

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware, 
advertising, motorcycles, clothing.  Call 
Ken (413)433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND 

OLD STUFF WANTED.
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games, 
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured. Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

INSTRUCTION

WOMEN ONLY DEFENSIVE 
HANDGUN CLASSES 
NOW ENROLLING.

For more information contact 
Joe Picariello at 978-697-6654 

or wachusettfirearms
training@yahoo.com.

Classes held in Brookfield, Princeton 
and Oxford. Coed Ed classes offered. 
Contact for student testimonials.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

 
Weekly lawn care

Landscape design and installation
Hedge trimming, pruning,

and mulching
Now scheduling spring cleanup

 For more services visit 
mattguertinlandscaping.com

CALL OR TEXT
413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Time to till 
gardens, flower beds wherever. Be 
safe grow your own. Call Bob  413-
626-1927.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASH-
ING We use brushes and state of the 
art equipment. We remove grime and 
mold from homes, patios, fences, walk-
ways, all decks, concrete & driveways 
. Senior Discounts. For free estimates 
call Bill (413)519-9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090.

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMP
GRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.
JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Advertise 
your home 

improvement 
services in our 

classifieds.
We get results!

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

BRIMFIELD ANTIQUE MARKET. 
May 15-18, seeks food service help. 
This is a fast paced gig. Email contact 
information to emaysfoodservice@
gmail.com

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

DRIVERS
INTERSTATE BATTERIES IS 
SEEKING A DRIVER for deliveries 
in Western Mass area. Qualifications 
include: clean driving record; ability to 
lift heavy weights; stable job history; 
good communication skills; high work 
standards & strong self-organization-
al skills. Apply in person 8 am-
5pm M-F 9am-12pm Sat. 230 
Chauncey Walker Street (Rte 
21) Belchertown.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

HELP WANTEDAUTO REAL ESTATE

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

 COMMONWEAL TH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Department 
HAMPDEN, Division 

Docket No. HD23Pl 784PM 
To all persons inter-

ested in the estate of Harry 
Macleod, of Wilbraham, in 
said County, 

A petition has been pre-

sented to said Court for 
license to sell at private sale 
- public auction certain real 
estate of said Harry Macleod 
for his maintenance. 

If you desire to object 
thereto you or your attorney 
should file a written appear-
ance in said Court at 50 
State Street, Springfield, MA 
before 10:00 in the forenoon 
on the 23rd day of May 

2024, the return day of this 
citation. 

Witness, BARBARA M. 
HYLAND, Esquire, First 
Judge of said Court, this 16th 
day of April 2024.

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register

05/02/2024 

PUBLIC NOTICE

tance of the projects as they’re 
along major throughways in 
town, highlighting safety and 
up-to-date structure as the big-
gest priorities.

“Making sure a) during 
these events, people remain 
safe and if they need help, 
emergency services can get 
there and then after events like 
this, making sure that there’s 
not a major impact, not months 
of impact to the town itself,” 
Lyman said.

Tom Lautzenheiser, senior 
conservation ecologist with the Mass 
Audubon Society, elaborated on how the 
Laughing Brook Wildlife Sanctuary has 
been experiencing many of the flooding 
issues and its impacts.

“In the past, the bridge that’s being 
replaced has acted, essentially, collect-
ing enough debris to act sort of (like) a 
dam and potentially cause problems to the 
road. We’ve seen our trail system affected 
by flooding. 15 years ago or so, our whole 
driveway entry area was wiped out in a 
flood (and) required a whole new configu-
ration,” Lautzenheiser said.

Lautzenheiser expressed excitement at 
working with the town, the MVP process 
and Conway School “to see what changes 
we can make at the sanctuary” and allevi-
ate the “watershed scale issues.”

“There’s only so much we can do at 
Laughing Brook itself, but it’s exciting to 
know that the town is thinking about this 
on kind of a systems-level and is working 
upstream on these low-impact develop-
ment green infrastructure, interface solu-
tions. Activities to both improve water 
quality and control the volume of water 
that’s just coming down the river and af-
fecting the stream and the adjacent flood-
plain and the community downstream,” 
Lautzenheiser said.

Mary Monahan has helped Howard 
Stein Hudson coordinate the MVP grant 
program, sharing how Hampden is in their 
fourth year of getting grant assistance.

Monahan explained the bridge re-
placement project is a key component.

“The bridge on Main Street, in the cur-
rent funding year, in addition to the green 
infrastructure, the design of the bridge on 

Main Street with the goal of replacing the 
bridge is a key task in this project. That’s 
an issue the town has faced for probably 
decades,” Monahan said. “It was first 
identified in the town’s Hazard Mitigation 
Plan as being a priority and then the Mu-
nicipal Vulnerability Preparedness pro-
gram became an opportunity for the town 
to further study that need and, now, to get 
funding to actually design a new bridge to 
address that flood obstruction.”

Card wants the community to know 
the project has residents’ health and safe-
ty in mind along with the planet.

“There’s a lot of negotiating between 
those stakeholders that has to happen and 
that’s a lot of the fun and the challenge 
of the work,” Card said. “Nature’s been 
engineering for much longer than humans 
have and so there’s a lot of benefits that 
can be found in working with what nature 
has engineered. So, we’re considering a 
lot of those options as we’re working with 
HSH and the other stakeholders on this 
project.”

Waxman hopes the projects offer solu-
tions.

“We hope that we can offer some solu-
tions to be able to help the town itself with 
the issues they’ve been dealing with and 
hopefully that’s combining together, col-
laborating with the town and with HSH 
to bring those plans into successful imple-
mentation,” Waxman said.

PROJECT from page 4

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Lyon Waxman, graduate student at the 
Conway School of Ecological Landscape 
Design, takes photos along the East 
Brook during the April 10 site visit.

Theatre Guild of Hampden 
seeking directors

HAMPDEN – The Theatre Guild of 
Hampden is looking for directors for our 
2024-2025 season.

For more information, call Mark Giza 
at 413-204-5333.

Register to vote in upcoming 
town meeting and election

WILBRAHAM - According to Wil-
braham Town Clerk, Carole J. Tardif, res-
idents who are not registered voters, who 
wish to vote in the upcoming Town Meet-
ing on Monday, June 3, 2024 and Town 
Election on Saturday, May 18, 2024 must 
register to vote by 5 p.m. on Tuesday, 
May 7, 2024. Registration hours are daily 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. On Tuesday, May 7, 2024, the last 
day to register, we will be open from 8:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Voter registrations can also 
be dropped in our drop box located be-

hind Town Hall, 240 Springfield St., or 
can be done online at registertovotema.
com. Please contact the Wilbraham Town 
Clerk’s Office if you have any questions 
at 596-2800, ext 200.

Wilbraham Community 
Garden announces 14th 
Annual ‘Plowing the
Community Garden’ event

WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham 
Community Garden proudly announces 
the 14th Annual “Plowing the Commu-
nity Garden” event. This event will take 
place on Saturday, May 4 from 11:00 
a.m. - 3 p.m. at the Wilbraham Commu-
nity Garden located at 700 Monson Rd. in 
Wilbraham. There will be several teams 
of Draft Horses & Oxen including Hick-
ory Hollow Working Steers, Mainely 
Drafts and Cedar Knoll Farm preparing 
the soil the slow old fashioned way utiliz-
ing walking and riding plows. The list of 
local vendors grows every day including 

Little Oak Farm, Bryan Haleys Sauces 
and S & S Handmade Soap. Danas Main 
Street Tavern Food Truck will be on-site 
for lunch items for sale and the musical 
entertainment will be brought to you by 
The Murpyzs. Bring your camera and a 
chair and join us for a wonderful event. 
For more information or to be a vendor, 
please call Melissa Graves in the Conser-
vation office at 596-2800, ext. 204.    

Wilbraham Hiking Club 
posts hikes for May and June 

WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham Hik-
ing Club has posted its May and early 
June hikes on its pages at the TeamReach 
App. There are exciting options, includ-
ing: 

• a more challenging, quicker-paced 
hike at the Rice Nature Preserve in Wil-
braham

• a birding walk at the McDonald Na-
ture Preserve in Wilbraham

• a quicker-pace guided hike on the 
“back-roads” of the Norcross Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Wales 

• and relaxed pace hikes in Wilbra-
ham, Brimfield, and West Brookfield

For more information or to RSVP for 
a hike, please check the club’s pages on 
TeamReach. To join the club on Team-
Reach, use the code WHC01095. If you 
do not use apps, you can join the club by 
writing to wilbrahamhiking@gmail.com  

Wilbraham Friends of the 
Library Annual Book Sale 
returns in May 

WILBRAHAM - Wilbraham Friends 
of the Library (WFOL), are delighted to 
announce their annual book sale will be 
held May 1-4! The WFOLAnnual Book 
Sale is a major fundraiser providing 
funds for programs for children, teens and 
adults as well as museum passes, furnish-
ings and other library equipment.

Start your spring cleaning now and 
box or bag up your extra books, CDs and 
DVDs for us. Children’s and adult books, 
fiction or non-fiction, hobby books etc. in 
good condition are all welcome. Due to 
space restrictions, we cannot accept ency-
clopedias, magazines or Readers Digest 
condensed novels.

As a thank you for their support, do-
nors will receive a coupon good for two 
free books of their choice from the sale 
when donations are dropped off. Dona-
tions of books and materials will be ac-
cepted at the library from Friday, April 26 
through Monday, April 29 during regular 
library hours.

For more information or questions 
about the sale contact friends@wilbra-
hamlibrary.org.

For more information on the Wilbra-
ham Friends of the Library visit them on 
the web at http://wilbrahamlibrary.org/
friends.asp, on Facebook or via email at 
friends@wilbrahamlibrary.org.

Events&announcements scheduleannouncements schedule
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Our team of commercial lenders and business banking 
experts help businesses of all types and sizes. They 
know the local market and make decisions local and 
fast. They can find the perfect lending or banking 
solutions for you. Contact us.

Is your bank leaving town?Is your bank leaving town?
We are here to help your business to thrive.We are here to help your business to thrive.

monsonsavings.bank

• Commercial Financing
• Cash Management
• Business Digital Banking
• Business Deposit Accounts

Contact our Team
413-893-3524 or 

BusinessDevelopment@
monsonsavings.com

Put Our Team To Work For You. 4 Local Offices - Global Network

Easy Property Search at LandmarkRE.com
Follow us on facebook.com/LandmarkLortie and instagram.com/landmarkrealtorsma

John Moltenbrey
427-5176

Kathi Calabrese
374-5867

Sandy Wegrzyn
519-1056

Ann Marie Martin
206-1161

Art Ferrara
348-5827

Steve Lortie
427-4122

Ann Paquette
626-6871

Sue Rheaume
478-0671

Dot Lortie
478-1940

Susan Raimer
374-3348

Tom Avezzie
218-7991

Alyssa Rhodes
896-9269

Kathy Esser
348-3803

CAREER IN  REAL ESTATE? Call Us or Visit  Landmark RE.com and Click on Careers 
HIRING ASSOCIATES FOR OFFICES IN: Wilbraham,  

E. Longmeadow, Monson, and Springfield

Nick Ferrara
386-4523

Ask Us For A Highest Price Analysis On Your Home
Relocation Across The Country or Around The World

Sales Positions Available – Licensing Course 
Market Leader -Serving Our Communities Since 1987

Luci Giguere
575-2837

Search LandmarkRE.com For All Listings In Western MA

CALL US FOR DETAILS ON ANY OF THESE PROPERTIES
SINGLE FAMILY LISTINGS

STATUS ADDRESS DESCRIPTION LIST PRICE SOLD PRICE           

ACT 182 Westbrook Dr., Springfield 7 room, 3 bed, 1f, 0h bath Ranch $284,900
UAG 21 Martin Farms Rd., Hampden 10 room, 4 bed, 2f, 1h bath Cape $399,900
UAG 34 Bayberry Rd., Hampden 10 room, 3 bed, 2f, 0h bath Contemporary $409,900
UAG 155 Lakeview Ave., Ludlow 6 room, 3 bed, 2f, 0h bath Raised Ranch $359,900
SLD 37 Vadnais St., East Longmeadow 4 room, 2 bed, 1f 0h bath Ranch $269,900 $269,000
SLD 174 Wilbraham Rd., Hampden 7 room, 3 bed, 1f, 0h bath Colonial, Farmhouse $320,000 $320,000
SLD 52 Skyridge St., Ludlow 5 room, 3 bed, 1f, 0h bath Ranch $260,000 $255,000
SLD 4 Brows Beach Rd., Wales 6 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath Contemporary, Cottage $349,900 $358,000

CONDOMINIUM LISTINGS
CTG 30 Colonial Cir U:B, Chicopee 4 room, 2 bed, 1f, 0h bath Townhouse, Garden, Courtyard $189,900
SLD 319 Blisswood Village Dr., U:319, Ludlow 4 room, 2 bed, 1f 1h bath Townhouse $243,900 $253,000

LAND LISTINGS
ACT Lot 2 Hilltop Park, Wilbraham 20.20 Residential acres (879,912 SqFt) $259,900  
UAG Lot 1 Silver, Monson 2.50 Residential acres (108,900 SqFt) $84,900  

Dawn Rodgers
478-2605

Linda Alston
246-8616

Maria D’Angelantonio
575-2898

Eileen O’Sullivan
505-9244

Zoe Czaplicki 
519-9224

Shari Lokey 
218-8811

FREE SELLER AND 
BUYER E-GUIDES 

These guides provide valuable 
information to help you start the 

buying and/or seller process.
For your guide - email:

sarahsupport@landmarkre.com 
Ready for an 

in person consultation?
Call any agent listed below for a 
Free, no obligation consultation.

AGENT OF 
THE MONTH!

★
★

★
★
★

★Nick Ferrara
386-4523

HAMPDEN - Celebrate Art! The 
Scantic River Artisans will be hosting 
their 6th Annual Juried Art Show on June 
1 & 2, 2024. The times will be: June 1 
(12 - 5) and June 2 (11 - 3). There will be 
a reception with refreshments and enter-
tainment on June 2 (12 - 2) with awards at 
2:00. The show will be held at 104 Allen 
Street, Hampden, MA (The Hampden Se-
nior Center).

Join us for a celebration of creativi-
ty with paintings, jewelry, pottery, met-
alwork and a local book author book 
signing. Uncover unique treasures and 
purchase the craftsmanship of talented 
artisans.

For more information, please visit: 
wwwscanticriverartisans.com or email us 
at: info@scanticriverartisans.com.

HAMPDEN – The following senior 
trips are made available through the 
Hampden Senior Center. A minimum 
of 40 travelers are needed for any trip 
to run. All prices include a driver’s tip. 
Flyers are available at the senior center 
on Allen Street. Coach seat assigned as 
your $20 deposit is received (unless oth-
erwise noted).

Please write a separate check to 
Bobbi for each trip; note trip name in 
the check memo.

JULY 4, Thursday - Tanglewood 
lawn seats, James Taylor concert, fire-
works; $ 100 per person. Full Payment 
Due June 7. 

JULY 10, Wednesday – Log Cabin 
‘Margaritaville” Jimmy Buffet Tribute 
featuring “Changes in Latitude”, Twin 
Lobster or Prime Rib; Self-Drive $92 
per person. Full Payment Due June 14.

AUGUST – Mt. Washington Cog 
Railway, stop in Manchester halfway, 
lunch; Cost, date to be announced.

AUG. 26, Mon – New-
port Playhouse” Nun-
sense: A Musical” buffet 
lunch, show, cabaret; $125 
per person. Full Payment 
Due Aug. 7.

Any questions / to sign 
up, call Bobbi @ 566-
8271 or email bobbijg2@
charter.net.

6th Annual Juried Art Show
takes place on June 1 and 2

Bobbi’s Senior Trips – Hampden

Support 
the local

businesses 
that support
your local

newspaper.
Let them know
you  saw their

ad in the

Wilbraham
Hampden

Times


