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By Selena Nguyen
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM
— On the evenings of
April 9 and April 10,
the Wilbraham Middle
School’s Drama Club
captivated a curious au-
dience with “The Real
Story of Alice in Won-
derland” by playwright
Kristen Doherty — a
comedy written por-

Photo courtesy of Michele Mistalski

traying two contrasting
versions of the Lewis
Caroll classic.
The story
opened with
closed curtains,
the spotlight
shining on four -
voices  singing
“We’re All Mad '
Here” by Emma
Wallace, pull-
ing viewers into |
their own little -

Students performing “The Real

Story of Alice in Wonderland.”

Please see

THEATRE,

‘The Rea fory of Alice,in Wonef and’

WMS Theatre fosters student
community and involvement
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’Chaug students express concerns over
teacher contract negotiation stand-still

By Reese Magee
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - For the
last 300 days, teachers in the
Hampden-Wilbraham Region-
al School District have been
without a contract-as nego-
tiations between the Hamp-

den-Wilbraham Education
Association and the district’s
School Committee remain un-
resolved.

Among other requests,
teachers are fighting for a 3%
salary increase. Yet, concerns
over budget costs have led to
a stalemate.

As a result of this ongo-
ing standstill, union members
began participating in what’s
called a “work to rule” in
January. This union action re-
quires that teachers only work
during their contracted hours.

The purpose of work-to-
rule is to highlight teachers’

value and the voluntary work
they do beyond the regular
workday.

Work-to-rule actions can
lead to teachers not writing
emails on the weekends, stay-

Please see GONTRACT,
page 3
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WEDC holds Village
Center info session

Public feedback
welcomed

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The
Wilbraham Economic De-
velopment Committee held
a Public Information and
Feedback Session on the
Village Center at the senior
center on April 9.

The information and
feedback session centered
on proposed pedestrian ac-
cess and safety plans for the
Village Center, providing
information on the propos-
als so far and an opportunity
for questions, comments and
feedback from the commu-
nity.

It was also clarified that
there is no approved con-
struction project, no immedi-
ate changes planned and all
concepts are preliminary and
for discussion purposes only.

For anyone who would
like to submit comments,
email wedc @wilbraham-ma.
gov.

Readers can also check
out the full discussion on the
Video on Demand page on
the town website.

After providing a back-
ground on what led to the
proposed plans, Vice Chair
Jeffrey Smith explained the
purpose and goals of the
study/plan were the follow-
ing:

* Evaluate pedestrian safe-
ty and accessibility to the
Village Center

¢ Create/Improve walkabil-
ity in a more connected
Village Center

¢ Explore Parking and Traf-
fic Calming Measures

* Create safer pedestrian en-
vironment

* Provide continued support
for local businesses

* Enhanced overall commu-
nity experience

* Generate visual plan to so-
licit community feedback

“So, a lot of work has
gone into the plan that is
going to be presented to
you tonight. Is it a perfect
plan? No. By no means is
it a perfect plan. Howev-
er, it’s a plan that addresses
traffic safety, people moving
throughout the center and it
puts some ideas down on pa-
per,” Smith said.

For the funding sources,
Smith said they comprise
$4.3 million in ARPA mon-
ey and $50,000 allocated by
the Select Board in Decem-
ber 2022 after a presentation
to the board to develop the
plan and review the flow of
people and cars in the cen-
ter.

“To implement that pro-
cess, we developed a com-
prehensive RFP, which was
issued in 2023 and we didn’t
get any responses. It turns
out we did too good of a job
on the RFP. I spoke with an

Please see WEDC, page 5

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers
The Hampden Selectbhoard will present a proposal to meet with the Wilbraham Select Board
for a meeting on the regional agreement.

Selectboard to present proposal
for regional agreement meeting

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Select-
board will present a proposal
to meet with the Wilbraham
Select Board regarding the
regional agreement.

explained how the Wilbra-
ham Select Board wanted to
reopen discussions on this
topic and Superintendent Dr.
John Provost wanted some
direction as well.

“So, I'm suggesting that
we send a letter to the Wil-
braham Select Board say-

things. Number one, we said
we would send a joint letter
to the Hampden-Wilbraham
Regional School District
which says that we’re com-
mitted to the core program.
That we’re also committed to
providing a safe and healthy

Scantic River Artisans presents
‘Hello Spring Hello Art’ Show

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Scantic
River Artisans hosted the “Hel-
lo Spring Hello Art” Art Show
on April 11 and 12 at the senior
center.

The two-day show featured
acrylic, graphite, watercolor, oil,
oil stick, textile and mixed media
pieces, photography, sculptures,
jewelry, pottery, pen art and de-
sign, painted signs and many
more.

There was, also, a raffle to
win an art piece.

The art show was sponsored
by Lawn Tech Lawn Care, Blick
Art Materials, Mass Cultural
Council and Hampden Cultural
Council, Monson Savings Bank,
RAH (Recreation Association

|

A : H f Hampden) and the Friends of Turley photo by Kristin Rivers
On April 13, Selectboard  1ng that the agenda for this Please see AGREEMENT, 0 . . ) lurley ph o
Member Don Davenport mMeeting would be several page 13 Please see ART SHOW, page 9 2: g:gu?;il lippo smiles with one of his paintings called *Joy
HISTORICAL WILBRAHAM

Card parties thrived in 1961

Lunchtime meetings.
How did they have
time to do their job?

By Charles F.
Bennett
Times Editor
Emeritus

he month of
April 1961
got off to an

early start on East-
er Sunday, April 2
with two Sunrise
Services held on Wilbraham
Mountain and all Wilbraham
churches heavily attended.

Charlie Bennett

The weather was a surprise
though. Churchgoers found
sunny skies at the early servic-
es and missed a freak blizzard
during the 11 a.m. timeframe.

If you were a
student of every-
day suburban life in
Wilbraham in April
1961, what pastime
do you think would
be the talk of the
town? If you thought
it was card parties,
you would be cor-
rect.

If you were
reading a copy of
the Wilbraham news in the
Springfield Morning Union,

you would hear about three
upcoming card parties planned
by one organization just in
that one issue of the newspa-
per. The parties were planned
for April sponsored by Group
10 of the Women’s Guild of
Wilbraham United Church.
And there were many more
card parties all over town. My
source for all this information
are news clippings left me by
my mother, Ethel Bennett. She
was the Wilbraham reporter
at the daily newspaper, the
Springfield Morning Union.
The first party was one
planned by Mrs. Gilbert Sta-
cey of Chestnut Hill off of
Mountain Road who would

Please see HISTORICAL,
page 10

Minnechaug’s first yearbook, “The Falcon”, made history in
1961 when 265 copies of the yearbook were released under
the guidance of its student editor Joseph (Joey) 0’Neil.
(Springfield Morning Union photo)

65 Years Ago

Underpass Mishap
Damages truck

Here is a news clipping
reported by my mom, Ethel
M. Bennett, who was the Wil-
braham correspondent for the
Springfield. From the April 7,
1961 edition: “Misjudging the
clearance of the underpass at
Stony Hill Road. J. L. Hillman,
33, of Slocum. R. I., owner and
operator of a tractor-trailer
had the top torn off and sides
considerably damaged early
Friday morning, according to
Patrolman John Chrzanowski
who investigated.

The driver had a load of
potatoes destined for the State
Line Potato Chip Co.”
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Spring is Here! =

= Tree Removal
= Structural Pruning
= Crane Service

= Storm Damage

= Stump Grinding

= Lot Clearing

Give us a call today
for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by

)
'

413-478-4212"

dlandgtree.com

: = o

INSURED AND CERTIFIED
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Granby considering joining regional dispatch

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

WILBRAHAM - Granby
is considering being added
to the Wilbraham Regional
Communications Center. The
regional dispatch currently
serves the communities of
Wilbraham, Hampden, and
Belchertown, fielding emer-
gency calls for local residents.

The topic was shared with
the Select Board during their
April 13 meeting.

“Late last week, I received
an email from the interim town
manager slash police chief of
Granby,” Anthony Gentile,
the director of WRECC, said.
“They’re interested in join-
ing the WRECC. Very early
stages on. They wanted to
gather some information. I
did hold an executive meeting
with our executive board and
we discussed. The executive
board and all the chiefs, are
on board with Granby joining
our regional center. Again,
this is the beginning of the
process. It wouldn’t be until
probably 2027, July maybe
even later.”

“Are they preferable to the
other entity that’s approached
us because of their size?” Sue
Bunnell, the Wilbraham Se-
lect Board clerk, said.

Gentile confirmed
they would be.

“Granby would be a great
fit for us here at the Wilbraham

that

Regional =~ Communications
Center,” Gentile said. “They
do a lot of mutual aid with
Belchertown, which you all
know we dispatch for already.
Smaller size, like the town of
Hampden.  Six-thousandish
residents, 1,200 911 calls a
year, so it would be a great fit
for our regional center.”

Granby intends to sign
a letter of attestation while
seeking further information
about the enrollment process.
A letter of attestation informs
the state that they are interest-
ed in joining. It would also
let Gentile know if he “needs
to apply for any type of grant
funding” during the process.

“How does somebody like
Granby fit into our current
physical structure?” Marc
Ducey, vice chair of the Wil-
braham Select Board, said.

“Granby would be a good
fit,” Gentile said. “Very
smaller bedroom communi-
ty, not a lot of calls for ser-
vice, 1,200 911 calls a year.
Hampden, before they came
to, Wilbraham did 900. So,
it wouldn’t be that much of a
task to take them on.”

“I know physically we’re
limited in the space we have,
so there’d be no real issues
around that,” Ducey said.

“No, nothing in the space
we have,” Gentile said. “All
of them have CAD, all of
them have 911, all of them
have radio, so all four posi-

tions are ready to go.”

Gentile went on to clarify
that they have three with the
potential to “up-staff to four”
dispatchers to handle traf-
fic issues, large disasters, or
heavy winds coming through
and stated that WRECC can
have four dispatchers to cover
the call spread.

“I don’t think I need to
augment my staff too much
for bringing on Granby,”
Gentile said. “Since it is a
smaller community where the
call volume isn’t that heavy.”

“There was a technolog-
ical communication issue
where we wanted to transition
some of the, I don’t know if
it’s the way we communi-
cate or the systems that we’re
using with one of the, was
it Belchertown?” Michael
Squindo, the Wilbraham Se-
lect Board chair, said. “Is
that going to be an issue with
Granby?”

Gentile replied that the
WRECC was waiting for the
Massachusetts Executive Of-
fice of Technology Services
and Security for additional
details regarding the systems
used to “run plates, people, et
cetera.”

“They’re working with
our IT department to get that
up and running,” Gentile
said. “Once that comes on,
everything should be able to
work together. Everything’s
already set up on our end,

on their end it’s ready to go.
We’re connected through fi-
ber, so they’re talking to each
other. It’s just, we’re waiting
for that last component to
bring it on to actually merge
them together.”

After Squindo asked if
the process would be more
seamless should Granby be
brought onboard, Gentile said
this.

“Now we have 15 months
if we want to start this July
1, 2027 to actually put this
together,” Gentile said. “So,
now we know what we need
to do and it’ll be more seam-
less.”

“Is July 1 a reasonable
time frame?” Ducey said.

Gentile confirmed that the
time frame was reasonable
and that he was submitting a
grant request for the integra-
tion that Wednesday ahead of
fiscal deadlines.

“That’s why, in this devel-
opment grant that I’'m submit-
ting Wednesday, I’'m going to
ask for a certain amount of
money to be put aside for us
in case we need fiber, in case
we need microwave links,”
Gentile said. “Because if I
wait until the next fiscal year,
I won’t get that before July 1
of 2027. So, that’s why they
want to sign the letter of at-
testation so we’re able to get
that funding if needed. Again,
this isn’t set in stone; it’s the
beginning.”

Paranormal

event hosted
by Friends of
Wilbraham

Seniors, May 1

WILBRAHAM - Join
the Friends of Wilbraham
Seniors on Friday, May 1,
for “Who Goes There” a
paranormal event unveiling
three area investigations of
paranormal activity uncov-
ered by presenter Rob Goff
Sr., Director and Founder
of Agawam Paranormal
and his team.

This event will be held
at the Wilbraham Senior
Center, 250 Springfield St.,
Wilbraham; doors open
at 5:45; presentation from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.; free of
charge; contact the Wilbra-
ham Senior Center at 413-
596-8379 before April 27
to reserve your space.

As an added attraction,
a raffle with three opportu-
nities for each winner and
their guest to participate in
an actual new investigation.
Local author Dave Bourci-
er will be selling and sign-
ing his books on Historic
Tales of Wilbraham.

CONTRACT from page 1

ing after school, volunteering
at events, writing letters of
recommendation or advising
clubs.

In Wilbraham, teachers
have limited the many roles
they take on outside of their
paid hours.

To better understand how
this is impacting the school
system, a survey was con-
ducted among teenagers at
Minnechaug Regional High
School.

Some students mentioned
that due to work-to-rule, com-
munication through email
with teachers has become dif-
ficult.

Others mentioned that
scheduling classes for the fol-
lowing year became challeng-
ing.
Another concern among
students surveyed was the loss
of some extracurricular activi-
ties and after-school help.

Still, other students be-
moaned the possible cancella-
tion of field trips and the loss
of a popular dodgeball tourna-
ment.

Yet, some students are not
suffering the impact as much.
In the survey, some said the
negotiations are not being felt

by them, although they did ac-
knowledge their classmates’
concerns.

Many students, also, ex-
pressed concerns about not
having as much academic
support.

“I was pretty nervous
about my Calculus midterm
and I wanted to stay after with
my teacher,” said high school
senior Callan Blanchard,
pointing out he was not able to
get as much of that extra help
because teachers have limited
the amount of time they stay
after to contracted hours only.

Other students expressed
similar concerns about not
having enough time with
teachers.

“I am left to choose which
AP Class I want to review
for,” said high school junior
Addison Derosia. “I have to
prioritize one class over the
other.”

During the March 17
School Committee meeting,
Lucy Haile, the 2027 Class
President, spoke about how
this delayed contract is hurt-
ing education.

After the meeting, she
said, “I felt like students
weren’t really being includ-
ed in the conversation, even
though we’re the ones who are

e Overgrown property?
e Excavator Services ® Extreme Brush Cutting!
e Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal * Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
e Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand * Storm Clean-up * Small Demo ¢ Insured

directly affected.”

She went on to say student
experiences need to be heard.

“I wanted to make sure our
perspective was heard, espe-
cially as a junior during such
an important year,” Haile said.
“It wasn’t about taking sides,
but more about advocating
for students and making sure
people understood how this
situation is affecting us in real
time.”

And it is not just about
losing academic time with
teachers. Students are also
losing some of the experience
of what it means to be in high
school.

Blanchard spoke directly
about the loss of the annual
student versus faculty basket-
ball game.

“This was an event I had
been looking forward to since
freshman year,” Blanchard
said. “The excitement seemed
to build every year as I met
more teachers and saw my
upper classmen lose over and
over. I was convinced I was
going to be a part of the grade
that finally beat them, but now
I won’t even have a chance.”

For now, negotiations
continue as students--and the
district--await what happens
next.
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=“Elsie’s Creamery

- Opening Saturday, April 25

/FOR THE SEASON
The Best Homemade lce Cheaun

MADE FRESH IN SMALL BATCHES AT THE CREAMERY!
Soft Serve, Shakes and Sundaes Too
Open Every Day Until 8pm

WINNER OF READER RAVES RAVES
BEST HOMEMADE ICE CREAM
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(One Per Customer While Supplies Last)
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April 20th — 24th e

Recognizing The Professionals
Who Keep The Office Running

Fresh Flowers
Indoor or Outdoor Plants

Desktop Dish Gardens e Gift Baskets & Gift Cards!
READY SET GROW!
P
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Lettuce, Cabbage,
Broccoli, Celery,
Onions, Kale & More!

SPRING BLOOMING
TREES & SHRUBS -

Forsythia, Magnolias, Azalea, 5 A,
Rhododendrons And More!
Fruit Trees

Apples, Pears, 27
Peaches & Cherries _

iR Sprung Ploming
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Y Perenwials

" FOR THE GARDEN THAT BLOOMS YEAR AFTER YEAR!

Creeping Phlox, Columbine,

Helleborus, Jacobs Ladderww

Pretty Smiling /
PANSIES

Cool Weather Tolerant
Six Packs, Bowls & Pots

ALWAYS FRESH AT

FARM
& GREENHOUSE

»

i
631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071 e www.randallsfarm.net

NEW SPRING HOURS
OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM
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Parents, Grandparents & Friends SPECIAL!
CongratulateYOour Graduate

We are offering a great deal for you to
CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE
in your community graduation issue.
Submit a photo and a brief message.

)

DEADLINE FOR MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
SUBMISSION MAY 29th Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
EMAIL YOUR AD TO: Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper,

jwalker@turley.com Name, Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

2x3 Black & White Grad Ad
\_s
‘@XX»

Congratulations
Karly Smith!

We a:C 50 A :
very 1:%L Vi

you and your
accomplishments.
Good luck

at Springfield
College!

Love, Mom ¢ Dad
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Sourdough Brandon visits WPL for workshop

By Natalie Proulx
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - On
Monday, April 13, the li-
brary hosted a workshop for
Western Massachusetts food
blogger, recipe developer,
and home baker, Brandon
Cochran, who also goes by
Sourdough Brandon.

Cochran explained how
to create, maintain and bake
with a sourdough starter, also
providing those who attend-
ed with his very own sour-
dough starter that they could
start feeding and making that
night.

A sourdough starter is a
symbiotic culture of bacteria
and wild yeast that can leav-
en bread using basic biology
and  chemis-
try.  Cochran
mentioned in
his presenta-
tion that for
thousands of
years,  sour-
dough starters
have been a
main part of
baked  good
recipes before
baking pow-
der and other
fast acting and
instant  dried
yeasts that we
now have to-
day to replace
the maintenance of having
a sourdough starter if one
doesn’t bake that often.

Cochran said that with
lots of care and proper stor-
age, a starter can last forever,
explaining that many bakers
online have heirloom sour-
dough starters that they sell.

“There’s a comfort in
knowing that someone has
been taking care of that for
a very long time.” Cochran
said, adding how it’s much
more meaningful to make
one.

Cochran recommends
baking with a sourdough

“ Methers Day

(

8

S

Sourdough
Brandon
poses with
the different
materials
used to
make and
maintain his
sourdough

starter.

What To Do With Your Starter
Transfer to a caan Jar,
Feed It 30g of flour (% cup)

and 30g (2 TBS) of water in 2
dioan jar.

Onca tt'ldw!led In size and
full of bubbles (tomormow),
discard most and leave
scrapes In the jar

again (onca & day at room
temp).

What to do with your starter part of the presentation.

starter not only to combat
store additives of traditional
baking soda, powder, or in-
stant yeast, but also because
of its health benefits in bak-
ing sourdough specifically,
improving gut health and
leveling blood sugar. Even if
you’re not a home baker, the
process of tending to a sour-
dough is something for all
ages, an experiment to learn
from as well as adding an
extra layer of depth to your
baking hobby and increasing
your patience.

Cochran’s sourdough
starter is used for more than

4

just baking
bread. Since
sourdough
starter is a
natural leav-
ener, it can
be used in
almost any
recipe that
calls for a
leavener.

Cochran
gave the ex-
amples of rolls, buns, dough-
nuts, bagels, pizza dough,
croissants, and braided loaves
as just a few things that one’s
starter can be used with. But
in the maintenance of a sour-
dough starter, he explained
that before feeding your
starter daily with rye flour or
bread flour—the best flour
options—and water, you need
to discard some of your start-
er so it doesn’t overflow. This
discard can be used as its own
separate leavener to reduce
waste in started discard reci-
pes.

&pmiab&%

% =

Prosciutto Wrapped Asparagus

Sausage Stuffed Mushrooms

balsamic drizzle

sausage stuffing, topped with cheese

" / ‘,\- st
. LB
ANy LNy

Haddock Francaise
rice pilaf, spinach
Baked Stuffed Shrimp

seafood stuffing, rice, asparagus

Mom’s Petite Filet Mignon

6 oz filet, red wine demiglace, fingerling

Salmon Hollandaise

seared salmon, hollandaise, asparagus, mashed potatoes

12 oz French Cut Pork Chop

j«”* fingerling potatoes, green beans «;\rf
' Rosemary Garlic Half Chicken 5.
mashed potatoes, squash medley e
Plus Our Dbl
Brunch Begins
Famous 11:30 AM
Last Brunch Seating
NOON
Specials and Regular
Menu Available

S

Turley photos by Natalie Proulx

Cochran explained all
the little tips and tricks that
he personally uses to get the
best results in maintaining his
starter.

“However you drink your
water [ would feed your start-
er,” Cochran said, explaining
the importance of high quali-
ty ingredients.

Extreme temperatures ar-
en’t great for the starter so
storing it in 75 to 85 degrees
is optimal.

If you have gluten aller-
gies or want to make a gluten
free starter, you can just use
non-glutinous flour to feed
and maintain your starter.

The optimal consistency
for a starter should be a pan-
cake-batter-like consistency.
If you don’t bake as frequent-
ly, Cochran mentioned that
you can dry out your starter
to rehydrate it later instead of
letting it all go to waste.

Cochran has been sur-
rounded by southern hospi-
tality and baking since he
was young, always baking to
some capacity his whole life.
He began sourdough baking
SiX years ago as many people
did in March of 2020.

“I just kind of fell in love
with the process,” Cochran
said, “It was just one of those
hobbies that I just kind of
dived into and it eventually
became part of my story, part
of my life.”

Cochran started ““‘Sour-
doughBrandon” in 2022, and
is now what he does full-time.
He does lots of workshops
around Massachusetts, get-
ting to help individuals who
have maybe tried making
sourdough before but didn’t
have success.

“They end up telling me
later,” Cochran said, “that
they followed my recipes and
actually had success.”

His main mission: to get
home bakers to succeed, and
to demystify the difficulties
of sourdough.

For detailed recipes and
instructions of how to start,
maintain, or bake with a sour-
dough starter, you can visit
Sourdoughbrandon.com.

Wilbraham Friends of the
Library to hold book sale

WILBRAHAM - Wil-
braham Friends of the Li-
brary (WFOL), are delight-
ed to announce their annual
book sale will be held May
5-8, 2026.

The WFOL Annual
Book Sale is a major fund-
raiser providing funds for
programs for children, teens,
and adults as well as muse-
um passes, furnishings, and
other library equipment.

While the sale is a lit-
tle way off still, this is a
great time to collect your
old books. How would we
have a sale without donated
books? We know many folks
in our community are avid
readers and have been ac-
cumulating books through-
out the year. We are happy
to once again offer the ideal
opportunity to recycle these
books, stock up on new ones
and fund library programs.
Start your spring cleaning
now and box or bag up your
extra books, CDs, and DVDs
for us. Children’s and adult
books, fiction or non-fiction,
hobby books etc. in good
condition are all welcome.
Due to space restrictions, we
cannot accept encyclope-
dias, magazines or Readers
Digest condensed novels.
As a thank you for their sup-
port, donors will receive a
coupon good for two books
of their choice from the sale

when donations are dropped
off. Donations of books and
materials will be accepted at
the library from Friday, May
1 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sat-
urday, May 2 from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. and Monday, May 4
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

On Tuesday, May 5,
from 4 to 6 p.m., we’ll show
our appreciation to those
who support us throughout
the year, with a preview sale
and reception for WFOL
members ONLY.

Come enjoy some re-
freshments  with  fellow
WFOL members and get a
chance to shop the book sale
ahead of the general public.

The Book Sale hours
are:

* Tuesday, May 5 from 4
to 6 p.m. for WFOL mem-
bers ONLY

e Wednesday, May 6
from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

* Thursday, May 7 from
9 am. to 6 p.m.

* Friday, May 8 from 9
a.m. to 6 p.m.

The library will be
closed Saturday, May 9.
For more information

on the Wilbraham Friends
of the Library visit them
on the web at http://wilbra-
hamlibrary.org/friends.asp,
on Facebook or via email at
friends @wilbrahamlibrary.
org.

Rotary Club to hold month
of May calendar raffle

WILBRAHAM - The
Wilbraham-Hampden Ro-
tary Club is holding another
Calendar Raffle throughout
the month of April with
prizes given out every day
in May. The raffle will raise
money for local community
projects and scholarships.
Calendars are on sale now
through the end of April for
$10 each and are available
from any club member.

The raffle is different
from the one held last year
in that, in addition to cash
prizes, there will also be
gift cards to many national
chains with outlets in the

Greater Springfield area,
such as Home Depot and
Dunkin. Thirty prizes will
be awarded in the month of
May. “There will be a win-
ner every day. That gives
every entry many chances to
win,” announced club raffle
co-chairman Tim Tracy of
Wilbraham. To purchase a
calendar contact Ann Marie
Ottoson at 413-530-5996.
Proceeds will be given back
to the community said Tra-
cy.

For more information or
to join the Rotary Club call
Brad Sperry at 413-537-
4171.

Hampden Public Library
Earth Day Eco Expo April 25

HAMPDEN - The li-
brary will be hosting their
Earth Day Eco Expo on
Saturday, April 25, from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m.

The festivities include
the Friends Book Sale, so-
lar demonstrations, library
giveaways, a book hedge-
hog craft in the Sheila R.
Flynn Teen Center for all
ages, Bagshare with Talia
to help you create your own
reusable tote bag and more.

Vendors include Mass
Audubon who will bring
stick bugs, Cloverbook

Farm with their baby goats,
Kelly’s Kreations, Honey
Bear Tea, Richard Muise
Woodwork who will also
do caricatures, Cimicchi
Olive Oil—they will also
have soap lotions too—
Farmer Clark’s, the Wilbra-
hampden Girl Scouts, the
Hampden Transfer Station,
the Conservation Commit-
tee, Hampden Park and
Rec who will also provide
summer camp information,
Captain Kindness aka Rich-
ard Gonzales and much,
much more.

GRAND OPENING!

Sunday April 26th, 11:00 to 3:00

STONEBRIDGE COMMONS, Enfield, CT
55+ Community of Ranch Homes
Starting at $624,900.00

Our Famous Brunch: Sat & Sun 9am-Noon

%. E
, Oy
Get Local at Home with

D DOORDASH INSTAGRAM
TheLocalTableNTap.com Bar Open Late

(413) 279-1198 » TheLocalTableNTap@gmail.com
2039 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

SUN 9:00am-9:00pm
Mon-WED 11:00am-9:00pm
THURS-Fri 11:00am-10:00pm
SAT 9:00am-10:00pm

FACEBOOK

Free Standing Ranch Homes
3 Bdrm, 2 Bath, 2 Car Garage
5 Models To Choose From
Phase 1, Choice Lots Available

COMMONS
"t

P

C:413-478-1166

Corner G. Washington and Brainard Rd, Enfield CT
G.P.S. 242 Brainard Rd., Enfield, CT
www.stonebridgecommons.com

STONEBRIDGE

COMMONS
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Residents provide feedback on Village Center plan

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - When
the Wilbraham Economic
Development  Committee’s
Public Information and Feed-
back Session on the Village
Center took place on April 9,
residents had the opportunity
to share their concerns, ques-
tions and provide feedback.

For background on the
proposed plans, check out this
week’s edition.

Also, it should be noted
that there is no approved con-
struction project, no immedi-
ate changes planned and all
concepts are preliminary and
for discussion purposes only.

For anyone who would
like to submit comments,
email wedc@wilbraham-ma.
gov.

Readers can also check
out the full discussion on the
Video on Demand page on the
town website.

Sherie Shaffer lives imme-
diately across from Gazebo
Park and had three requests,
one observation and one sug-
gestion. The requests were for
a Parking Utilization Study, a
study done on how the plan
will impact residential house
values and working with the
town tax assessor to discuss
the impact of noise, traffic and
residential appeal of the area
might affect house values and
considering potentially doing
adjustments to property taxes,
such as abatements.

Her observation was driv-

ing down Springfield Street,
especially at night, and seeing
“this beautiful green and all
the monuments and then you
see the pretty brick building
in the background,” which
gives the feeling of a small
New England town, con-
cerned this would be changed
if the parking lot goes in.

“You can never get it back.
Once you take green space
away, it will never come back.
That view will never come
back, the feeling as you drive
into that beautiful historic
village will change forever,”
Shaffer said.

As for her suggestion—
geared towards the attend-
ees--if anyone was interested
in being part of a Wilbraham
Village Residents Association
to make sure everyone gets
communications on plans like
this to share their contact in-
formation.

John Tousignant shared
his family ties to the Village
Store and the house given to
his wife’s grandparents in
1910, pointing out the house
on the map, along with the
driveway and property line.

Also, there was an agree-
ment with the owners years
ago to have delivery trucks
come in and turn around
there, too, and have the trash
bins on the property.

“The way that you have
this come through here, peo-
ple sometimes go down our
driveway to get out, so we
have this, all of a sudden,
they’re going to be going out
that way. This is going to be

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

This board shows the proposed plans for the Village Center in
Wilbraham and what it looks like right now.

a one-way? It’s right against
my property,” Tousignant
said.

After mentioning his
grandson and the impact on
the Village Store parking and

delivery trucks, Tousignant
also noted the crowds that
come for the Veterans Day
and Memorial Day ceremo-
nies.

“This entire green is filled

Town Administrator Nick
Breault provided background
on the town’s Traffic Safety
Committee.

with people, so if you put a
parking lot there, where are
they going to be? Sure, you
have the Memorial stuff over
here, but where are they going
to stand? In the parking lot?”
Tousignant said.

Liz Pacosa-McEvoy said
she supports the Historical
Commission’s request for
review and noted the Crane
Park area’s historical and civ-
ic significance, but also sup-
ports “thoughtful improve-
ments” such as reorganizing
the monuments “into a more
meaningful layout would en-
hance the space.”

“However, 1 was flabber-
gasted to see this proposal
framed as a safety plan. As
it stands today, a person can
walk from Main Street all
the way down to the library
without crossing any traffic.
Under this new proposal, that
same person would need to

cross multiple traffic paths
or walk through a parking lot
with through traffic,” Paco-
sa-McEvoy said. “I think this
prioritizes automobile move-
ment over pedestrian safety.”

Pacosa-McEvoy also not-
ed the financial reality im-
pacting essential services in-
cluding schools, roads and the
library.

“In that context, we have
to ask, is this the right invest-
ment? Is additional parking
even necessary, and what are
the long-term costs?” Paco-
sa-McEvoy said. “I stand here
to support improving Crane
Park, thoroughly and respect-
fully, there are elements of
this plan really worth explor-
ing. We must preserve this
special space. I counted there
today, there are 153 parking
spaces including the Village
Store, Pafumi’s, the commons
where The Sugar Chalet is
and the 12 spaces that are re-
served for the Village Store
across the street in that park-
ing lot, so that gives us 153
and I was thinking, isn’t that
enough? So, let’s keep Crane
Park a park, not a parking lot.”

Town Administrator Nick
Breault is also part of the
Traffic Safety Committee
and appreciated hearing the
comments on the parking, the
park and the specific issues
residents face with commer-
cial traffic coming in. He sug-
gested that these comments
also be presented to the Traf-

Please see FEEDBACK,
page 13

WEDC from page 1

engineer after we put it out
and said, ‘Why didn’t we get
any responses on that?’ They
said, “What you’re asking for
is like a $250,000 product to
output. You have to bring the
scope of what you’re asking
way down,” so we did that.
We reduced the scope and
eventually, in collaboration
with the town Engineering
Department, engaged with
VHB,” Smith said.

From there, outreach ef-
forts were made in the spring
and summer of 2025 to abut-
ters within 300 feet, followed
by abutters within 600 feet
this spring. The plan was also
posted online and information
was shared through the Parks
& Rec Department and social
media.

Also, presentations to the
Select Board, the Planning
Board and the Traffic Safety
Committee on multiple oc-
casions during plan develop-
ment.

“The Traffic Safety Com-
mittee is an interesting com-
mittee. It’s an ad hoc com-
mittee that is comprised of
representatives from the fire
department, the police de-
partment, Engineering De-
partment, DPW, Planning,
Select Board. It’s essentially
a group of people that have
interest in all of the things
traffic related in town. They
had some fantastic feedback
as we developed this plan and
we incorporated some of their
changes,” Smith said.

Other boards included
were the DPW, Engineering
Department and Historical

Commission.

For the Memorial Area—
which Smith noted is where
the Veterans Memorials are
located—he explained the
Veterans Agents were con-
sulted and provided feedback.

“Essentially, ended up
reconfiguring the monu-
ments for accessibility, so the
centerpiece being the Civil
War Memorial that we all
see when we’re coming up
Springfield Street and you
hit Main Street, the large me-
morial in the middle,” Smith
said. “It wouldn’t make any
sense to move that anyways,
but everything has been kind
of reconfigured so that it’s
centered around that in a
semi-circular pattern.”

Through that concept,
sidewalks access is added to
each monument, arranged
closer ADA parking to the
park, addition of bike racks,
improving visibility of the
monuments through arrang-
ing in a more symmetrical
pattern, down lighting for
each monument area and add-
ing a second flag pole to flank
the Civil War monument.

Other enhancements in-
cluded signage providing uni-
form descriptions of the mon-
uments, the history of the park
regarding the Crane Family
and the donation of the land
to the town and landscaping
improvements of sidewalks
with lighting, shade trees and
plantings and benches/tables

John Furman, office man-
ager for VHB, explained the
preliminary concepts for traf-
fic focused on these items.
¢ Improved pedestrian access

and safety

* Parking improvements
* Better traffic flow and pe-
destrian/vehicular visibility

* Traffic calming strategies
* Pedestrian access improve-
ments across Village Center

For traffic calming strat-
egies, Furman said this in-
volves speed tables at the
Springfield Street and Main
Street intersection to reduce
vehicle speeds and minimize
noise impacts for residential
abutters.

“What a speed table does it
takes that up and down move-
ment and spreads it out,” Fur-
man said. “The speed table
has a ramp on all approaches
and then the flat area is even
with the top of sidewalks, so
that whole area is pedestri-
an-friendly. You don’t have
any tripping hazards.”

Other strategies were nar-
rowing the roadway, which
would reduce the roadway
width on Main Street, slow
traffic speeds, increase side-
walk widths, create addition-
al green space, Furman ex-
plained, and extend the chain
fence, which would have the
granite column and chain
fence extend from Burt Lane
to the Village Store driveway.

“We eliminated some
sidewalks and then we cre-
ated green space and so the
sidewalks are actually set
back from the roadway and
there’s a green space corridor
between the pedestrian walk-
way and the curb line,” Fur-
man said.

For traffic safety, this fo-
cus was truck turning radius
adjustments, meanig adjust-
ing the roadway to accomo-

date large trucking capacity.

As for parking improve-
ments, Furman said that was
to address limited public
parking adjacent to Crane
Park, limited ADA-accessi-
ble spaces, existing parking
subject to changes, predom-
inantly private parking in-
ventory, existing businesses
retain “Grandfathered” park-
ing conditions which means
“non-conforming but allowed
to continue their use.”

“The existing parking is
subject to change. So, right
now, you could park on the
private parking, but if a new
owner comes in and signs that
not for public use, that won’t
be available to you. So, it be-

came important to basically
increase the amount of public
parking that we had to us, so
that visitors to the park and to
the businesses had a place to
park and from there, created
that walkable downtown,”
Furman said.

After Furman and Smith
explained the map with the
proposed changes, Smith
shared that the feedback re-
ceived would guide future
decisions, with the next step
being the WEDC presenting
findings to the Select Board
and taking the lead from them
on what to do next.

“If the project does ad-
vance—if some part of it ad-
vances—it’s likely going to
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BASEMENT DRY!
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CALL TODAY!

(413) 279-9133

The Jack Rome Memorial

SK & Fun Walk
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Thoesas . Cromnor

SAVING LIVES TOGETHER

May 2, 2026 * 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Fountain Park, 883 Tinkham Road, Wilbraham

A community event to raise funds for TJO Animals in need. ToBenefit The Foundation
Fun family activities and goodies for the pups.
Their Second Chance Begins With You!

Register at TJOFoundation.org

Not all superheroes wear capes. Some wear sneakers. Some have paws.

for TJO Animals

be taken over by the DPW
and the town of Wilbraham
Engineering. Should that
happen—again, should any
part of this be implement-
ed—there will be formal re-
view processes, there will be
many public hearings, ample
opportunities for public input.
Ongoing updates will be pro-
vided and everything will be
well-advertised so you would
know about it ahead of time,”
Smith said. “So, again, the
purpose of tonight is to say
here’s the possibilities, what
are your thoughts, what’s
your feedback.”

For the resident com-
ments, check out this week’s
edition.
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What I did last weekend

to last Saturday, a day

in which I did not have
to drive anywhere. I
could

Iwas so looking forward

sim-
A

have a few bulbs and bien-
nials at the base of the Red-
bud.
I was able to give
the canes a strong

ply stay 1 yank and lo
put and and be-
work * hold 1
on get- have
ting the w three
yard in I, n new
shape. Roberta MeQuaia black-

Boy, " berry
was it a bushes free

long winter, and there was
proof of that no matter
where I turned.

Read on to learn which
outdoor and indoor garden-
ing activities kept me busy.

First I decided to tackle
the perennial and shrub bor-
ders that I walk by the most
often. Half of the reason we
garden is because we like to
stand back in admiration, so
I figured if I cleaned those
up I'd have something to
feel good about on my way
to the car or the chicken
coop.

I leave many perennials
standing through the winter,
especially those with seed
heads the birds might like to
dine on.

So, before I got out the
rake, I went plant by plant
with my hedge -clippers,
cutting the dead and brown
stalks to about “fist” height
from the ground. Hedge
clippers make fast work of
this task. After that came
the rake, with which I care-
fully cleaned the bed of
matted leaves and the plant
parts 1 just cut back. As |
was working, I weeded out
clover, and some perennial
grasses that appeared with-
in the bed, and although I
am nowhere near ready to
apply bark mulch, I got out
the spade and did my best to
put a crisp edge on the bor-
der with the lawn. Looking
good.

While I was putting tools
away | found (gasp) some
hyacinth and daffodil bulbs
that never got planted in the
fall. I cannot even believe
that there were green tips
on these bulbs that sat in a
empty pot in my unheated
subarctic garden shed over
the winter months.

I figured that after that
torture they deserved to be
planted. I sunk them twice
their height deep and wa-
tered them in. Say a prayer.

My “Redbud garden”
shares a stone wall with
some thornless blackber-
ry bushes. It may not have
been smart on my account
to have an ornamental gar-
den opposite plants that like
to sucker like crazy but such
is life when you want to
squeeze in as many plants
as you can into the space
you’ve got...Anyway, ten
foot long canes jumped the
wall into the bed where I

for the taking. I sepa-
rated them from the mother
plant, potted them up and
will delight a friend with
them, just as my friend Kel-
ly’s husband had done for
me some years back.

These berries are so
wonderful. Even with a
small patch I am always
able to freeze a couple of
quarts for use in the offsea-
son. Yum!

With stems cut back,
leaves raked, weeds and
suckers removed and the
beds given a crisp edge,
I felt good enough about
leaving outlying gardens for
another day. It was time to
turn my attention to toma-
to seedlings that had long
since outgrown the seed
packs the seeds were sown
in the third week of March.

Typically we transplant
when the first true leaves
form. I am maybe a week
late.

Carefully I lifted out the
clumps of seedlings and
gently pried the roots apart.
Tomato seedlings can be
sunk deeply, almost up to
their leaves; new roots will
form on the stems.

After a gentle watering
they will go back under the
grow lights they until they
are big enough to be moved
from the six packs to a four
inch pot. Probably by May
1.

What is next on the agen-
da? Next weekend I have to
assess my potato patch. I'll
probably pull up old red
raspberry canes nearby to
expand the bed.

Blueberry bushes need
some fertilizer. Asparagus
could use lime and com-
post, probably some weed-
ing as well.

There is never a dull mo-
ment this time of year, and |
am not sure I’d want it any
other way.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachu-
setts. For the last 34 years,
she has held the position of
staff horticulturist at Old
Sturbridge Village. She en-
joys growing food as well
as flowers. Have a question
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the
subject line.

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Dear Rusty:

I am 79. My husband
is also 79 and we both
receive Social Security
benefits. We were both
married before and we
married each other at the
age of 58. Am I to under-
stand correctly that when
either of us dies, the sur-
viving spouse is not eligi-
ble to collect the deceased
spouse’s Social Security
benefits? Please correct
me if [ am wrong.

Signed: Curious
Spouse

Dear Curious Spouse:

A surviving spouse
only gets one benefit - ei-
ther their own SS retire-
ment amount, or their de-

When a spouse dies will the other get
a Social Security Survivor Benefit?

ceased spouse’s amount,
whichever is more. So, the
Social Security benefit that
the deceased was receiv-
ing at death will be paid
to the surviving spouse,
replacing any smaller SS
payment the survivor was
already collecting. To be
sure you are aware, the
surviving spouse will also
be eligible for a one-time
lump sum death benefit
of $255 (I know it isn’t
much, but it should be
claimed anyway).

Also, unless the sur-
viving spouse was already
receiving a spousal ben-
efit while both partners
were living, the surviving

Please see SSI, page 13

—_

Same payment, different future:
How homeownership builds more than a place to live

By Brandice J. O’Brien
Marketing and
Communications Manager,
Greater Springfield
Habitat for Humanity

WEST  SPRINGFIELD
- At first glance, renting and
owning can look surprisingly
similar. A monthly payment
is made. A living situation
is secured for a month. Life
goes on. But over time, one
small difference changes ev-
erything. Homeownership is
about more than just paying
for a place to live. It’s about
building something of your
own, one payment at a time.

Homeownership also gives
something many renters don’t
always have: stability, control
over the space, and the abili-
ty to put down roots in their
community. Over times, it can
open the door to something
even bigger — building gener-
ational wealth.

“A crucial trend peo-
ple should understand about
homeownership and wealth
is that homeowners are, on
average, roughly 40 times
wealthier than renters,” said
Dawn Creighton, Liberty
Bank Community Outreach
officer. “It’s a wealth gap that
has reached historic highs.”

A big part of that differ-
ence comes from equity.

Simply put, equity is the
portion of your home that
you own. With each mort-
gage payment, you’re not just
paying to live somewhere —
you’re increasing your owner-
ship. And as home values rise
over time, that ownership can
grow even more.

For example, a home pur-
chased at $210,000 with a
small down payment starts
building equity right away. As
payments are made and the
home increases in value, that
equity can grow significantly
— sometimes reaching tens or
even hundreds of thousands of
dollars over time.

Greater Springfield Hab-
itat for Humanity (GSHFH)
makes the purchasing process
more affordable for the limit-
ed income population by of-
fering low, fixed interest rates;
a minimal or no down pay-
ment, and waiving mortgage
insurance.

k Tl
B :
T tabitat

Pedro signs mortgage documents for the
Holyoke home he will share with his wife,

Damaris.

“After 10 years, equity
grows more noticeably while
the home value increases. Af-
ter 20 years, more than 50% of
the principal (the amount still
owed) has been paid off. After
30 years, the family owns it
outright,” said Olga Callirgos,
GSHFH Homeowner Services
manager. “This creates more
financial freedom as there is
now no monthly mortgage
payment. The home is now a
family asset that can be lived
in long-term and passed down
through generations.”

That piece makes a differ-
ence to many families, partic-
ularly those who previously
faced housing instability.

“When a family can stay
in one place, they can finally
stop reacting to housing cri-

Driss (far left) and his children pose in an upstairs bedroom of

their new Springfield home.

ses and start
pouring  their
resources into
long-term goals
like educa-
tion or career
growth,”  said
Beata  Goss-
elin, Housing
Counselor pro-
gram manager
at Cambridge
Credit Counsel-
ing. “The extra
breathing room
in the budget
allows families
to build up an
emergency fund and handle
life’s unexpected curveballs
without the constant fear of
losing their housing.”

Greater Springfield Hab-
itat has built 77 homes in
Hampden County since open-
ing its doors in 1987. The most
recent home was sold in early
April to a couple in Holyoke.
In June 2025, GSHFH sold a
Springfield home to a couple
with four school-age children.
In addition to building equity,
the kids now have a stable and
reliable place where they can
grow and thrive.

“Children growing up in
a home their parents own,
generally experience greater
stability, leading to improved
educational outcomes, better
physical/emotional ~ health,
and higher high school gradu-
ation rates (up to 25% higher)
compared to renters,” Dawn
said.

Anne FEisenman agreed.
She is a longtime GSHFH
supporter, volunteer, and for-
mer board of directors’ pres-
ident.

“Living in the same home
and attending school in one
district throughout childhood
provides stability and com-
munity. Seeing parents caring
for their home and property
teaches children life skills
such as problem solving, pri-
oritizing projects, and manag-
ing finances,” she said.

To learn more about
Greater Springfield Habitat
and stay up-to-date on open
application cycles, visit habi-
tatspringfield.org
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Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden
Times welcomes readers to
participate in this year’s election
campaigns by writing letters to
the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times,
care of Turley Publications, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed
10 413-289-1977 or emailed to
krivers@turley.com. Please include
a daytime telephone number for
verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered
for that Thursday’s newspaper.

No attack letters will be printed.
No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy
will be printed. If the volume of
letters received is larger than the
space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive,
the newspaper reserves the right
to print a representative sample.
No endorsement letters will be
printed in the last edition before the
election.

For more information, call the
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election
coverage, the newspaper plans to
print stories about contested races
for Congress, state Senate, state
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks
leading up to the election, as well
as a question-and-answer voters
guide. In order to ensure fairness
1o all candidates, no political press
releases will be printed, nor will
reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to
further publicize their candidacy,
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden
Times.
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Readers are encouraged to send in
medium to high resolution photos
for this page by e-mail to
krivers@turley.com or
mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.

HA

Submitted photo and caption Cheryl Phillips

Red Hatters celebrate Easter...

The Wilbraham Red Hatters met in March to celebrate
Easter with a fun game of bingo.

The next meeting will be April 30 at the Wilbraham Senior
Center. Join Caro Munoz, Director of Public Programming
and Research at Norcross Wildlife Foundation.

The program title is: Where do pollinators go in the winter?
Explore how pollinators survive New England’s harsh
winters and learn practical ways to support them
throughout the year. This hands-on experience includes
engaging discussions and a close up look at curated
specimens that fascinating adaptations and behaviors.
This presentation is open to everyone. Come join us!

A group of local high
school students spent time
this past weekend (April 11
and 12) giving back to the
community by picking

up trash in Wilbraham.
The students are part
of a program through
the District Attor-
ney’s Office known
as YABES-a cre-
ative extension of

B Turley photos by Kristin Rlvers

g Enjoy some photos of ~°t §

flowers blooming outside =

~ the Wilbraham Town
. Hall. Spring has fmally,
arrlved' il

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

$ WILBRAHAM
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COMMUNITY
BULLETIN BOARD

Bl thday

wm i

LOV& 90“/

Mom, Dcw@

?%“g’*'” Local students beautlfy Wilbraham

the Youth Advisory Board
(YAB), with “ES” represent-
ing Environmental Sustain-
ability.

Six students participat-
ed in the cleanup effort,
representing several area
schools: one senior from
Chicopee  Comprehensive
High School; Ryan Cooley
from Wilbraham & Mon-
son Academy; Rylee San-

ol

\9@’ |

tiago from Palmer High
School; Kendall Allen and
Karissa Coppolo from East
Longmeadow High School;
and Simone Darden from
Springfield Honors Acade-
my.

Together, they stepped
up to make a difference and
contributed their time and
energy to help Keep Wilbra-
ham Beautiful.

Submitted photos and caption Megan Harrigan
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By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM -Post
Computer, a computer repair
company on Boston Road, is
celebrating 35 years in busi-
ness.

They are open Monday
through Friday from 9 am.
to 5 p.m. and there’s always
someone available to pick up
the phone. Also, open on Sat-
urdays from 9 a.m. to Noon.

Aristeo Torres said the
business “is not sales-driven,
although we do a lot of that.”

“But, the idea here is that
we started the business 35
years ago to fix computers,
and things have changed a lot
in that time. We’ve seen sev-
eral generations of computers
and the idea is that we like
to keep them running,” Tor-
res said. “Along the way, we
started taking care of viruses.
That’s kind of our motto: “Vi-
ruses and Worms and Trojans,
oh my.”

Other items added along
the way included virus re-
movals, tune-ups and up-
grades.

“We were drawn into sell-
ing computers because, in
the retail world, computers
were just so-so. Always built
to last two to three years and

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

Aristeo Torres and Jan Macon take a photo inside Post
Computer on Boston Road.

be thrown away and people
would come to us and say, ‘I
don’t want to throw it away.’
Guess what? We'll fix it,”
Torres said.

On what fulfills him most,
Torres said it’s the people.

“It’s very fulfilling to keep
machines running, and then
what happens, they get too
old and the client says, ‘Sell
me a computer.” It’s a good
thing. We fix them as long
as we can fix them and then,
at some point in time, it’s up
to us to say, ‘Well, maybe
you should buy a new one,”
Torres said. “That’s the good
part about the job, it’s a lot of

29

fun.

Torres shared he and Jan
Macon have been at the com-
pany since its inception and it
started over “a cup of coffee
and a joke.”

“Her and I were having
lunch and I blurted out that
someday I would find some-
one that had some money and
would invest in me, because
I had the knowledge, didn’t
have the money. So, she put
up her hand, I fell on the floor
and we’re 35 years into this,”
Torres said. “She’s been my
partner since that time.”

His time in the Navy
working on electronics also

April 23,2026

inspired him going into busi-
ness.

“I spent four years in the
Navy working on aircraft
radar systems, so that was
my inspiration. We had a
nice leap into the electronics
world after I got out of the
military. I went to fix elec-
tronic typewriters, so I went
into that industry and that’s
kind of down the road where
I met Jan and got coffee and
then we started this busi-
ness,” Torres said. “We had
our bumps, ups and downs.
Business, COVID, but we
managed to keep the doors
open.”

On the lessons learned, it
was “the bad guys are better
than the good guys.”

“A lot of what we do now
is helping people who have
been compromised,” Torres
said. “A gentleman walked
out who got a phone call
from a bad guy and got into
his computer and then last
Saturday, similar scenario.
So, that’s one of the toughest
lessons we’ve had to learn.
It’s what we do. We’ve been
cleaning up computers since
the early days and now it’s
just gotten more of a prob-
lem.”

Torres said the business
has been in Wilbraham all
this time, up and down Bos-

POS T

Computer Systems

413-596-5177
WWW. pomsys com

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

The Post Computer sign on Boston Road in Wilbraham.

ton Road in different places
and moved to its current loca-
tion about a decade ago.

“It’s a good spot being
right across the street from
the police station,” Torres
said. “We want people to
know that we’re here to help
with  computers, phones,
pointing them in the right di-
rection. What they need to do
when they’re compromised,
like the gentleman that was
here just a few minutes ago,
and we want people to know
that they can walk in with a
phone and ask for help. There
aren’t too many people doing
what we do when it comes to
cleaning up phones. Even the
carriers don’t want to do it,
so we’ve learned to clean up

phones.”

Torres thanked the com-
munity for supporting the
business over the last 35
years.

“We have to say thank you
to the community, the small
businesses, families, inde-
pendent professionals, lot of
salespeople. We're just very
grateful,” Torres said. “Even
though there’s been people
that have come and gone, we
have 10,000 names in our da-
tabase of people that we’ve
taken care of over the years,
and I’m very, very grateful.”

To learn more, call 413-
596-5177, visit www.poco-
sys.com or check out their
Facebook page.

Community Forum to be held on Hampden
Town House future set for April 28

HAMPDEN - Hampden’s
Old Town House Study Com-
mittee has announced that
a Community Forum on the
future of the former Hamp-
den Town House will be held
April 28 at 6:30 PM, at the
new Town Hall at 85 Wilbra-
ham Road.

The Committee will pres-
ent an overview of the current
options under consideration
for the former Town House,
present the survey findings,
seek resident input and an-
swer questions.

Ad hoc Committee Chair-
person Donald Davenport
stated, “The most important
aspect of the Forum is to
hear first-hand from as many
residents as possible their

vision for the future of the
former Town House which
has played such an important
role in the history of Hamp-
den. This forum will give
residents a chance to express
their thoughts in the context
of the financial, zoning, con-
struction and Town Master
Plan considerations.”

The Committee has iden-
tified four fundamental de-
cision paths; Wait and Do
Nothing, Town Retains Own-
ership, Sell to Private Owner,
and Demolish the Building.
Each decision path carries
different cost profiles, risk
exposure, timeliness and im-
plications for the Town. With-
in each decision path specific
options are evaluated against

financial costs, the Mas-
ter Plan, zoning feasibility,
construction feasibility and
timeliness. Attendees at the
Community Forum will be
able to review and comment
on the various decision paths
and the specific options under
each one.

Committee member Tad
Brown stated, “While a Town
Meeting will make the fi-
nal decision the Forum is an
opportunity for residents to
have input into what the final
recommendation will be and
what the Main Street corridor
will look like economically
and aesthetically for years to
come. I encourage folks to
attend. It’s your Town, your
future.”

566-0028

RICHARD R. GREEN
— Insurance Agengy, Inc——

e AUTO ¢ HOME ¢ BUSINESS ¢ LIFE

® Great Locations ® Registry Service
* Quotes Gladly Given ® We Make Housecalls

Please Visit Our Website For an
Auto, Homeowners, or Life Insurance Quotes

Community

Plow Day 2026

WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham
Garden proudly an-
nounces the 15th Annual “Plowing
the Community Garden” event.

This event will take place on Sat-
urday, May 2 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at the Wilbraham Community Garden
located at 700 Monson Road in Wil-
braham. There will be several teams
of Draft Horses including Mainely
Drafts and Cedar Knoll Farm prepar-
ing the soil the slow old fashioned way
utilizing walking and riding plows. I

f you missed this event in the past,
don’t miss it this year as this may be

the last one. The list of local vendors grows every
day including Little Oak Farm, Kaits Creatures,

and Sokol Coffee Roasters. Hot
Rod Doggs from Monson will be
on-site with lunch items for sale
and the musical entertainment
will be brought to you by The
Murpyzs.

Bring your camera and a
chair and join us for a wonderful
event. This is a shine only event.

If there is inclement stormy
weather, this event will be can-
celled. For more information or
to be a vendor, please call Me-
lissa Graves in the Conservation
office at 596-2800, ext. 204.

Units & Sizes Available:
Climate Controlled 5x10/10x10
Regular Units 5x10/10x10/10x15/10x20/10x30

COMPLETE
STORAGE

413-308-6904

Climate Controlled Units Available

,h!’ Outside Parkmg Spaces Also

NI
N

\ |
L | y

32 Somers Rd.
Hampden, MA =

Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com
www.richardgreeninsurance.com

Two Locations:

128 Main St.
Monson, MA
267-3495

Fax: 413-267-3496

Avallable for Boats, R\Is Trailers, Etc.

148 Carmelinas Circle Ludlow, MA

Start your smile journey today!
Scanto book a complimentary consult.

9,

ORTHODONTICS

E| E] Dr. Ana Serrenho

100% locally owned and operated

Available evenings
and Saturdays



April 23,2026

ART SHOW from page 1

Hampden Senior Citizens.

Monson Savings Bank
also brought waters and a
cheese and fruit platter for the
show.

Danny DiFilippo has been
part of the SRA for many
years and had three acrylic
paintings featured in the show
he hadn’t showed before. He,
also, was part of the Wilbra-
ham Art League in the past.

“One is more like an im-
pasto. It’s very thick paint,”
DiFillippo said. “The frame
is also man-made. It’s made
with white birch bark.”

His “Poppy Love” paint-
ing, DiFilippo explained, fea-
tures poppy flowers and was
created using acrylic paint,
and his other piece, “Jewel
of the Desert,” has a unique
setting.

“It’s flowers that do grow
in the desert but not in any
place else, and that’s also
done with brush only and it’s
acrylic paint also,” DiFilip-
posaid. “The frames I don’t
make. I make some frames,
but not all of them.”

DiFilippo shared he’s
done art since grade school
and began with pencil. Over
time, he got into Impasto and
painting.

“Never went to school.
Did it on my own,” DiFilippo
said. “I love doing it. It gives
me great pleasure when I do
that, when I create something
and I like to do things a lit-
tle different. I like to create
something than just regular
painting.”

He shared what he enjoys
about the art shows.

“First off, I like all the
people here. So, it’s like a day
out,” DiFilippo said. “It’s a
beautiful couple of days here
with a lot of people.”

SRA  President Laura
Salerno said over 90 people
entered pieces in this show
and within the opening at 10
a.m., a woman came in and
bought a piece three minutes
later.

“We have quite a bit of
photography in this show,
which is fantastic. We also
have a lot of sculptural,

A pastel painting called
“Blossoms” by Demi Busky
brought a touch of spring.

two-dimensional pieces,”
Salerno said. “We have an-
other artist who just came
back to us, Audrey Safford,
and she’s got some sculptural
pieces. She’s got the carousel
horse out there, so it’s very
interesting. People are really
stepping outside of the box
and trying new things. We
got one woman, she painted
a whole picture on top of old
newspaper right at the end
here. Very interesting. It’s this
old gentleman cradling a don-
key, like a baby donkey. It’s
adorable.”

Salerno was happy to see
people she hadn’t seen since
last year come out for the
show and buy artwork.

“So, new faces and some
old faces returning to us,’
Salerno said.

Coming up on May 14 is
the next Interactive Learning
Through Art program called
“Impasto,” led by Nan Hurl-
burt. It takes place from 6 to
8 p.m. at the senior center and
costs $20 to sign up.

Registration is through
May 8 and people can pay
online at scanticriverartisans.
com.

“Impasto is almost like a
three-dimensional, it’s almost
like a thicker kind of paint
you’re using basically,” Saler-
no said. “This is a three-di-
mensional piece but she’s
going to add twigs and pine
cones and rocks and sand. All

Attendees check out Tangled Vine Jewelry, wine-inspired
jewelry, at the art show. Nan Hurlburt oversaw the table.

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929

D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.
Palmer, MA 01069

HootTheHandyman.com 413-636-9181

Demi Busky.
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An acrylic art piece called “Words” was created by

Tess Ahlberg of Tessimals Celestial Creations was back at the
Spring Art Show.

sorts of stuff into it. It’s a very
interesting technique, so I'm
looking forward to trying this
one.”

Reflecting on her first year
plus as president of the SRA,
Salerno was pleased with the
way things have been going.

“Our artists, they kind of
know the routine now, they’re
excited about it. Our setup
was quick and easy. We all
know what’s expected, we
all know what we’re striving
for. We’re looking to create
a classy environment for the
artist with a little cafe setting
here with the food and every-
thing,” Salerno said. “And
for artists to sit and mingle
with each other because, as
an artist, you get inspired by
talking to other artists and
you want to have those peo-

ple in your community. You
want to know their opinions,
sometimes, on art, so the set-
ting here is just wonderful for
that that we’ve created.”

DiFilippo’s message was
this.

“Thank you everyone for
coming out. It’s good to see
you every time we do a show
here and it makes me and ev-
erybody else happy because
if they don’t come back, it
means they don’t like it. But
if they come back, they must
like it,” DiFillippo said.

Salerno encouraged the
community to attend the next
show, which is the Juried Art
Show on June 13 and 14.

“It’s worth seeing. Abso-
lutely worth seeing,” Salerno
said.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
These dragonfly-themed glasses were created by Penny
Goodman.

ROBERTS ROOFS

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate e Copper e Architectural Shingles e Gutters
Historical Restoration e Flat Roofing
Snow Removal
Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com
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NEWS BRIEFS

Register by mail to be
included in town voting

WILBRAHAM - The
Wilbraham Annual Town
Meeting will be held on
Monday, May 11, 2026,
6:30 p.m. and the Annual
Town Election will be held
on Saturday, May 16, 2026,
from 8:30 am. to 6:30
p.m., both at Minnechaug
Regional High School.

If you are a Wilbraham
resident, but not a regis-
tered voter and would like
to vote in the meeting or
election, you must register
by Friday, May 1, 2026, 5
p.m. The Wilbraham Town
Clerk’s office would like to
remind voters that Vote by
Mail Applications for the
town election are available

on the town’s website and
at the Town Clerk’s office.
Alternatively, you can ap-
ply for a vote by mail ballot
online at https://www.sec.
state.ma.us/MaillnRequest-
Web/MaillnBallot.aspx, to
have a ballot mailed to you.

The last day to request
a vote by mail ballot for the
Annual Town Election is
Monday, May 11, 2026, 5
p-m. The ballot will be fi-
nalized Tuesday, April 14,
2026, 5 p.m. A sample copy
of the ballot will be posted
to the town’s website and at
the Town Hall. Any ques-
tions can be directed to the
Town Clerk’s office, (413)
596-2800 x 200.

Wilbraham-Hampden
Scholarship Foundation
announces upcoming raffle

WILBRAHAM/HAMP-
DEN - Dear Hampden and
Wilbraham Neighbors,
Since 1961, the Wilbra-
ham-Hampden Scholarship
Foundation has been award-
ing scholarships to graduat-
ing seniors of
Minnechaug
Regional High
School resid-
ing in Hamp-
den and Wil-
braham.

Last year,
we  proudly
awarded 53
scholarships
totaling a record $101,750.
To sustain our ongoing work,
the Foundation depends on
the generosity of people in
our community. Our biggest
fundraising initiative each
year is our “Annual Spring
Raffle.”

This year we are again
offering the convenience of
two enclosed raffle tickets
for $25 each.

For a chance to win one
of our wonderful prizes
which have been generously
donated, complete the ticket
stubs and return them with
a check payable to WHSF
using the enclosed pre-ad-
dressed envelope prior to our
Facebook Live drawing on
Wednesday, May 27, 2026.

You can also enter by
making a payment through
PayPal using the QR code

below or by visiting wilbra-
ham-hampdenscholarship-
foundation.org/donate. Be
sure to include your name,
phone number and email
address in the note field so
that we may complete and
enter your raffle
tickets on your
behalf.

If you would
prefer to donate
to the Wilbra-
ham-Hampden
Scholarship
Foundation in
lieu of purchas-
ing the raffle
ticket, we will be most grate-
ful for your contribution.
Use the enclosed envelope to
mail your donation or donate
online at wilbraham-hamp-
denscholarshipfoundation.
org/donate.

The Foundation is recog-
nized under Section 501(c)
(3) of the IRS code, making
your contribution tax de-
ductible.

We appreciate your sup-
port of our mission to assist
the Minnechaug seniors
from Hampden and Wil-
braham in furthering their
education. Please help us
give a great send off to the
deserving 2026 graduates of
Minnechaug.

Sincerely,

The Board of the
Wilbraham-Hampden
Scholarship Foundation

CENTER STREET
AUTO PARTS OF
CHICOPEE, INC.

We will pay you top dollar for your car
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

« Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services

« First-Rate Used Auto Parts $$%
Money on

« Top-Grade Auto Body Parts the Spot
« Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us for All
Vehicles

“Serving all of Western Mass.”

centerstreetautoparts.com
651 Center St., Chicopee 413-733-2778

LOWER PRIGES
T0 BOOS

PRICES IN
ARE AT OR BEL

INFI.ATION

RED
\\ :“ LAST YEAR’S PRIGE!
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 105 816 s> 1 22

Hoot the Handyman

YOUR BUDGET’
USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

GENTER CUT

Todd Huhtanen | Belchertown - MA

USDA INSP.

Todd@HootTheHandyman.com
CALL . .
TODAY! Screen Window Repairs
On-Site Available
New Aluminum Frame Building Available

“Meticulous, Efficient & Reliable”

SPRING RE-SCREENING SPECIAL!
Let the fresh air in & keep the bugs out -
CLEARER VISIBILITY
Standard screens starting at $45 each.
SCREENING DONE ON SITE
Call Today!!!

FULLY INSURED e HIC LICENSE #197767
FREE Estimates by Phone / Email

32%9

PORK LOIN CHOPS........cooes

PORK SIRLOIN
CUTLETS oo 2 2D

SLICED (N OUR DELL

DOMESTIC HAM ..o 2B 29
PROVOLONE CHEESE....... S4‘."'

USDA INSP.

\‘_‘/
USDA INSP. FRESH GR

GOAT MEAT oo SG29
USDA INSP. FROZEN

BEEF OXTALS . S P

SALE DATES:

FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP FRESH BONELESS S 88 PORIEAHOLSE Tenks | WHOLE CHICKEN i pitnc® B 2
PORK BUTT STRIP.......cconsenne Ib S 99 USDA INSP. FROZEN POPEYE'S
TEDR TR FRESH 10%  /PiER0GIES POTATO & CHEESE

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF SHORT RIBS

USDA INSP.
GROUND FRESH DAILY

aX 80% LEAN
OUND BEEF v

4/23/26-4/29/26

USDA INSP. FRESHS

or POTATO & SOUR CREAN 10> 222

USDA INSP. FROZEN COAST TO COAST KITCHEN
MINI EMPANADAS

PIZZA, HAM, CHEESE, s
CHEESEBURGER .o o 2o

SNOW CRAB CLUSTERS .. S922

F 90 Meat Outlet @ [t ae

Springfield
HOURS: Won. - Wed. 8-4 413-737-1288
8-6  Sat. 8-3 www.90meat.com
— We reserve the right

to limit quantities.

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS * SELECTION » SERVICE
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HISTORICAL from page 1

hold a luncheon card party
on Wednesday, April 12 from
10:30 am. to 3 p.m. at the
home of Mrs. Warner B. Stur-
tevant of South Main Street.
(Oldtimers might remember
that Gil Stacey was a well-
known antique car collector.)

The second event would be
a dessert card party at 12:30
p-m. on Tuesday, April 18
at the home of Mrs. Richard
Ramsey of Brooklawn Road.
The final card party in April
put on by the Guild was also
a dessert party at 12:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, April 26 at the
home of Mrs. Stacy.

In today’s world would you
ever see three social events
from the same group taking
place in the same month? Let
alone, at lunchtime?

Sometimes the news of
the day would also be talk-
ed about in between the card
tricks. Also happening in
world news, in 1961, newly
inaugurated President John
F. Kennedy was planning to
meet with Russian Premier
Nikita Kruschev in Vienna to
discuss disarmament, while
the Berlin Wall was being
constructed in Germany.

Minnechaug Band

Meanwhile, members
of the Minnechaug Region-
al High School Band were
rehearsing with guest artist
Armando Ghilialla, the First
Trumpet with the Boston
Symphony and the Pops Or-
chestra, for a concert planned
for April 14. They were re-
hearsing in their brand-new
cream and green-colored uni-
forms.

The town’s police force

New polling location

HAMPDEN - The Town

would like to share the following public ser-

vice announcement.

For all future elections, the polling loca-
tion is now at the new town hall on 85 Wil-

braham Rd. in Hampden.

was excited to be presenting
the 1961 Policeman’s Ball,
also at the new Minnechaug
which was about to gradu-
ate their first class in June of
1961. The Ball’s chairman,
Sgt. Wellington Rose, an-
nounced that a $100 scholar-
ship would be awarded and a
donation made to the Lions
Club Spec Pond recreation
project from the proceeds of
the Ball.

The Morning Union re-
ported a very successful Po-
liceman’s Ball with over 950
people who “Danced under
an attractive decorated netting
sprinkled with stars Satur-
day, April 8. A color scheme
of blue and silver,” wrote the
Union, “was carried out with
other arrangements in the gym
and the bandstand was lined
with large potted plants. The
Grand March was led by Po-
lice Chief and Mrs. William
Pollitt, Sgt. & Mrs. Welling-
ton Rose, Patrolman John
Chrzanowski and Patrolman
& Mrs. Gardner Files.

Fashion Show

The Evening Guild at Unit-
ed Church kept busy in April
drawing a big crowd at their
Fashion Show Thursday April
13 in the Memorial School
Auditorium. Mrs. Frederick
W. Prater, General chairman,
was commentator for the mod-
els who displayed new spring
fashions in pastel colors. A
highlight of the entertainment
was the Wilbraham Academy
Glee Club under the direction
of the headmaster W. Gray
Mattern.

The Catholic Women’s
Club of St. Cecilia’s also
planned a fashion show five
days later on Tuesday, April

Clerk’s office

ing lot from 8
Sales and

for camping equipment, supplies,

18 in the church Social Center.
Of course, the Catholic wom-
en also held a card party. They
expected so many women that
they asked the women to bring
their own playing cards.

Minnechaug’s first year-
book, “The Falcon”, made
history when 265 copies of the
yearbook were released under
the guidance of its student
editor Joseph (Joey) O’Neil.
O’Neil stays in touch with his
old classmates and attended
the 50th reunion at the Coun-
try Club of Wilbraham a few
years ago.

Back in 1961 when a new
minister came to town, his
installation was a major so-
cial event. So, Grace Union
Church planned a special
occasion April 23 when they
installed Rev. Henry Edwin
Green as pastor of the church
in North Wilbraham. The Ec-
clesiastical Council of the
Hampden Association of Con-
gregational Christian Church-
es met at the event.

Members and friends were
invited to dinner under the
dining tutelage of Arthur D.
Tripp (known for his excellent
talent in the kitchen over the
years).

Other social activities of-
ten took place in conjunction
with local churches.

In what is known as a
“Pulpit Exchange” Rev. Ken-
neth Teed of East Longmead-
ow Congregational Church
swapped pulpits with Dr.
Walter T. James at Wilbraham
United Church. At the same
time Dr. James will be filling
in for Rev, Teed in East Long-
meadow. The exchange was
arranged as a way for both
churches to become better ac-
quainted.

Wilbraham

a.m. to 4 p.m.
donations help pay

Benches
Plot Maintenance

Statues

On-Site Lettering “ Restorations

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.

Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusy Family
Custom Design Work

Monuments

Bronze Plaques “ Cleaning

201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 < www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com
413-589-7564 Office

413-589-7588 Fax

Cemetery Signage

413-531-5360

Markers “ Vases
Granite Signs
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Tree Warden Gordie Long, standing next to The Mile Tree,
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helped the Girl Scouts plant 2,000 trees at Spec Pond in 1961.

(Times file photo)

Things have changed a lot
since clubs and organizations
held their regular meetings
at lunchtime. When did they
have time to do their work?
Like, the April luncheon meet-
ing of Women’s Guild of Unit-
ed Church held their meet-
ing at noon on April 13. The
speaker was Rev. Donald R.
Smith, former pastor of Unit-
ed Church who was to talk on
“Studying in Switzerland.”

The United Church Wom-
en were very busy on April
13. Under the leadership of
Mrs. H, S, Putnam, chair of

Troop 359 Mother’s Day Plant Sale

WILBRAHAM -
Troop 359 will have their annual
Mother’s Day Plant Sale on Sat,
May 9 in St. Cecilia’s Church park-

program materials, registration and
activity fees throughout the year.
Thank you from Troop 359. The
generous community support is
greatly appreciated. For more infor-
mation, contact John Guerin 413-
388-3545.

the Art Committee, she had
planned that portraits, scenes
and sketches will be displayed
in the hallway of the Parish
House by 26 artists.

Those who remember
Bob Swallow will remember
how active he was in the Li-
ons Club. Swallow was also
the Scoutmaster of Boy Scout
Troop 177 for many years in-
cluding as an organizer that
April when a Camporee was
held for 177 and two other
troops at the special camping
area just south of Soule Road.
Over 250 scouts attended a full
schedule of activities mapped
out including Scoutcraft com-
petition and basic skills and a
campfire ceremony at night.

Literature and Film

It was a sad month in lit-
erature as Ernest Hemingway
(born in 1898) died. Dashiell
Hammett, famous crime
writer who invented the pri-
vate detective character Sam

Spade, and creator of the Mal-
tese Falcon, also passed away.

But Joseph Heller wrote
“Catch 22” and J. D. Salinger
wrote “Franny and Zooey”.

On the silver screen that
year was “West Side Story”,
“Judgment at Nuremberg”
and “The Hustler”.

A Flock of Geese

I wonder if they are still
there? Seventeen Girl Scouts
of Troop 17 planted 2,000
spruce and red pine seedlings
at the Spec Pond Recreation
Area April 12.

A sign of Spring that
showed up over the town on
Thursday, April 6 at noon
was a flock of geese in perfect
v-formation was seen winging
its way north according to a
Bruuer Ave., resident Mrs.
Albert Collette who saw the
birds heading over North Wil-
braham. “The flock was said
to have 200 geese — a good
sign that Spring is here,” read
the Morning Union article.

Another sign of Spring
was the April Rummage Sale
at the Wilbraham Grange Hall
April 29. The hall was open
from 10 am. to 4 p.m. for
the sale which was their ma-
jor ways and means project.
There was always clothing
and knickknacks for sale in-
cluding a Hudson seal fur coat
and an electric hot dog cooker.

Sources: “History of Wil-
braham Bicentennial Edition
1763-1963” edited by Charles
Merrick; “The History of Wil-
braham, 1731, 1763-1913 by
Chauncey E. Peck “Sources:
Various issues of the Spring-
field Morning Union. “Time-
line of History” by Bernard
Grun, Touchstone Publishing.

Editor Emeritus Charlie
Bennett enjoys providing town
history for our readers. He is
a member of the Historical
Commission and liaison to the
Atheneum Society. Readers
can contact him with com-
ments or ideas for the column
at cbennett4765 @ charter.net.

TR E E

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 « office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net
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Falcons get better of Lions in volleyball action

>

JHAUE LCONS JLLEYB§

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Kevin Cordova goes for a spike.

SPORTSMANSHIP IS
THE EXPECTATION

OLLETDALL

WILBRAHAM —Last Thars (R THE COACHES COACH

day night, Ludlow and Min-
nechaug boys volleyball con-
tinued their long rivalry as the
neighboring schools met for the
first time this season. The Falcons
had the edge in the matchup, win-
ning three straight sets, though
Ludlow gave them a good run in
the final set, though the Falcons
were able to finish off the sweep
with a 25-22 win. Minnechaug’s
Brady Laliberte had seven kills
and Brennan Rost added 24 as-
sists. Nick Deroin had eight kills
for the Lions, who are 2-5 on the
season. Minnechaug is now 6-4.

Brennan Rost sends a set straight up. Jonathan Correa gets the spike away.

._ Hurrlcanes break up Lol
) Chaugs win streak _m L

il|n:cl... S s

Ellie Gaudreau gets the
return.

ol SO WILBRAHAM -
Last Thursday afternoon,
Minnechaug  Regional
High School girls tennis
was defeated by Amherst
4-1. The lone win on the
match for Minnechaug
was Ellie Gaudreau at
first singles. She won
straight sets against her
opponent 6-1 and 6-3.
Minnechaug had won
three straight prior to
that, defeating Belcher-
town, East Longmeadow,
Turley photos by David Henry ~ and  Ludlow. They are
www.sweetdogphotos.com  now 3-3 on the season.
Chloe Robins squares up a hit.

Strongisecond’ B

www.sports. turley com

halfileads;Brownies

overjFalcons

Ricky Hale sends a pass
away from the goal position.

Liam Metzger
tries to clear the
ball out of the
defensive end.

WILBRAHAM & —

the ! regular ¥ season,
Minnechaug * Regional

High School boys la- ™
crosse has run into a &

few tougher opponents.™
Last Monday afternoon, -

. Agawam outscored the - -

Falcons 6-1 in the sec-

ond half for a 9-4 w1n.ﬁ1

Both teams battled in
the first half hard with
Minnechaug scoring a
late goal to make it 3-3
at halftime. But Aga-
wam’s offense came
alive in the second half
with the Falcons not
able to answer back.
Agawam got three goals
from Casey Thom-

as while Cam Faneuff —

scored two goals for the
Falcons. Agawam is a
perfect 5-0 awhile Min-
nechaug is now 5-3.

Liam
Faneuff

to make a
pass.

Drew Jennings makes a high
catch.

RIGHT: Liam Harrigan
crosses to the offensive end
of the field.

Turley

photos by

Gregory A.
Scibelli
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After a great start to W)

looks away

Jake Hisgen looks for a path around a defender.
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T-Birds defeat Wolf Pack,
await playoff opponent

SPRINGFIELD - The
Springfield Thunderbirds
(32-32-6-2) overcame anoth-
er hard charge from the Hart-
ford Wolf Pack (26-38-5-3)
to emerge with a 4-3 win on
Saturday night before a sell-
out crowd of 6,793 inside the
MassMutual Center.

After a disheartening third
period on Friday, the T-Birds
came out with a clear purpose
to their game in the opening
20 minutes, outpacing Hart-
ford on the shot board, 18-4.
Despite that disparity, it took
until the 14:14 mark and the
club’s 16th shot of the period
to find the back of the net.
Dillon Dube did just that,
deflecting an Alek Kaskima-
ki shot past Callum Tung’s
glove to make it a 1-0 lead for
Springfield.

Dube’s work was not
done, either, as the veteran
forward cranked a one-timer
through Tung at 19:07 off a
pass into the high slot from
Calle Rosen, giving him 20
goals in just 46 games this
season and joining Chris
Wagner and Kaskimaki as
20-goal scorers for this sea-
son’s T-Birds squad.

Juraj Pekarcik helped
buoy the lead further when
he stole a puck from two de-
fenders and quickly chipped
a forehand shot past Tung at
5:45 of the second to make it
a 3-0 lead for the home team.

However, for a second
straight night, the Wolf Pack
refused to go away quietly,
as Brendan Brisson’s second
goal in two nights got Hart-
ford on the board at 7:56
of the second. Then Aidan
Thompson stole a puck
off the right wing wall and
quickly funneled a forehand
shot through Will Cranley on
the stick side to cut it to 3-2 at
12:48 of the period.

From there on, though,
the T-Birds’ rookie netmind-

er was monstrous, as Cranley
would make 37 saves by the
time his night was done.

Just 33 seconds after
Thompson’s goal, Springfield
got a much-needed response
when Hugh McGing put a
shot off a defenseman’s stick
and past Tung’s shoulder,
giving the T-Birds a two-
goal cushion heading into the
third.

Controversy made an ap-
pearance 3:46 into the third
when Brisson poked a puck,
along with Cranley’s pad,
across the line on a power
play to make it a 4-3 game.
The T-Birds argued heavily,
but the officials stayed with
the goal call on the ice, and
the margin was down to one
heading down the stretch.

McGing appeared to have
Springfield’s fifth goal of the
night moments later, but after
video replay, he was deemed
to have kicked the puck over
the line, so the 4-3 score was
upheld.

Despite a furious push
of 36 shots over the final 40
minutes of play, the Wolf
Pack wound up finishing one
goal short.

By virtue of their win and
Hershey’s regulation loss
to the Islanders, Springfield
now awaits the final outcome
of the Bears’ Sunday contest
with the Rochester Ameri-
cans to determine who their
first-round opponent will be.

If Rochester defeats the
Bears, Springfield will se-
cure the 5-seed and face the
Bridgeport Islanders, who
locked in the 4-seed with
their win over Hershey on
Saturday.

If the Bears defeat the
Americans, Springfield will
be the 6-seed and face the
Charlotte  Checkers, the
3-seed who would host all
three games of the best-of-
three series.

Pitching still needed for PVBL

SOUTH HADLEY -
The Pioneer Valley Baseball
League, an adult baseball
league for players who are
age 18 and over, still has open
roster spots for 2026 season.

The league is especially
in need of some addition-
al pitching for a couple of
its teams. The season is just
one game in and there are 21
games remaining through the
summer with playoffs taking
place in August.

The adult league will be
administered by the Quabbin
Valley Baseball League, and
a registration link is on the
home page of the league’s
website www.quabbinvalley-
baseball.org. Thought it will
be under the Quabbin um-
brella, there will be no major
changes in how the league is
operated.

This year, the PVBL will
have a 22-game regular sea-
son schedule followed by a
double-elimination playoffs.
The league, which had five
teams last year and had to uti-
lize multiple byes throughout
the season, will be fielding a
sixth team this season.

The league is a wood-bat
only league utilizing play-
ing under regular baseball
rules though all players do
bat. The league operates on a
Saturday-Tuesday schedule.
Games are played on Satur-

day mornings with 10 a.m.
starts typical and on Tuesday
evenings with start times in
the 5:30 to 6 p.m. range. The
league will start play in late
April and run through the
end of August. There are slots
open for both full-time play-
ers and part-time players. The
fee for full-time players will
be $260 with part-time play-
ers getting up to 11 games for
$130. Fees paid go toward the
operation of the league, pay-
ing for insurance, umpires,
fields, and baseballs. No one
profits in any way. Those who
sign up after the season be-
gins will pay a prorated fee
for the season.

In addition to the new
sixth team, there are limited
open roster spots on the oth-
er teams in the league, so get
your registration in as soon as
possible to participate in this
season.

Games are played at
ballfields throughout the re-
gion from as far south as
Southwick’s Whalley Field,
through  South  Hadley’s
Beachgrounds and up north
at Frontier Regional High
School in South Deerfield.

For any questions, please
go to the league website for
more information. The league
hopes interested players will
come out and join the fun this
spring and summer.

Wilbraham Garden Club
monthly meeting, May 7

WILBRAHAM - The
Wilbraham Garden Club will
hold its monthly meeting on
Thursday, May 7th at noon in
the St. Cecilia Parish Center
on Main Street.

The guest speaker is Chris
Ferrero, a Cornell Master
Gardener. Her presenta-
tion, “Gardening for Baby
Boomers: 10 Ways to Garden
Smarter as We Get Older,”
will focus on ways to reshape

our garden design, change the
plants we use, and modify
how we work in our garden as
we age. She will inspire us to
maintain our love for garden-
ing as our bodies slow down!

A light luncheon will
be served and is open to all
members. Guest fee will be
$5.00. Please call Anna How-
ell at (413) 537-5788 with
any questions and to register.
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Railers get win in penultimate game

WORCESTER - For the
Railers’ loyal fans, the 2025-
26 hockey season has gone
from being “wait till next
year” to “we can’t wait for
next year.”

The home team increased
its winning streak to five
games with a wonderful 3-2
overtime victory over the
Adirondack Thunder Sat-
urday night. Drew Callin,
assisted by Anthony, got the
winner at 4:05 of OT.

The game went into extra
minutes thanks to a late goal
by the Thunder.

Adirondack, though, car-
ried no momentum into over-
time. The Railers outshot the
visitors, 4-0, in the fourth pe-
riod. At times it looked like
Worcester was playing with a
two-man advantage.

The winning goal came
via a short pass from An-
thony to Drew in close. The
older Callin had a tap-in,
although a minute earlier he
had missed what looked like
a gimme from in close on a
similar play.

The goal was Drew Cal-
lin’s 25th of the season. He is
merely the fifth Railers play-
er to reach that plateau and
has two of Worcester’s eight
overtime goals this year.

“We love that OT,” he
said, adding, “We came into
the weekend knowing it was
the last weekend and we
wanted to go out the right
way. We wanted to get the
first one and do it again (Sun-
day).”

MacAuley Carson and
Max Dorrington had the oth-
er Railers goals, both in the
first period. Dylan Wendt
and Grant Loven scored for
the Thunder. Loven’s goal
came with only 2:09 left in
regulation and just six sec-
onds after a delay of game
penalty on Adam Samuels-
son had expired.

Parker Gahagen was the
winning goaltender with an-
other great performance. He
made 23 saves to improve his
record to 20-11-1. Gahagen
is only the second individual
Railers goalie with a 20-win

season. Mitch Gillam won
20-plus in the team’s first
two years as members of the
ECHL.

It is Gahagen’s second
personal 20-win year as pro,
at least with the same team.
He was 20-10-3 with the
Florida Everblades when
they won the Kelly Cup in
21-22. Gahagen has been
beyond good at the DCU
Center. He is 10-4-0 at home
with a 1.96 goals-against av-
erage and .930 saves percent-
age.
The Railers got ahead
early on Carson’s goal at
4:41 of the first period. He re-
ceived a neat pass from Riley
Piercey along the left boards
and beat Thunder goaltender
Tyler Brennan along the ice
from about 20 feet out. It was
Carson’s seventh goal of the
season and third in the last
five games after he endured
an 11-game drought.

Worcester retained its 1-0
lead for about 14 minutes.
Dorrington made it a 2-0
game at 18:26 His goal came

on a bad angle shot from the
right of the net with Gleb
Veremyev and Adam Sam-
uelsson picking up assists.
The goal was Dorrington’s
seventh and he has four in the
last five games.

The Railers kept Adiron-
dack off the scoreboard for
more than half of the sec-
ond period but Wendt got his
team a goal at 10:41. It was a
very nice play all around as
Thunder defenseman Connor
Hutchison slid a diagonal
pass from the left point to
Wendt between the circles.

He re-directed it over Ga-
hagen’s glove into the top
corner.

Worcester nearly re-
gained its two-goal lead
shortly after that as Lincoln
Hatten had the puck and
some space about 25 feet out
but was denied by Brennan.

Adirondack’s tying goal
came from in close, set up by
a shot from Kevin O’Neil.

Roster spots still remain open in the QVBL

SOUTH HADLEY -
While the new player draft
has come and gone in the
Quabbin Valley Baseball
League, there are still several
open roster spots for players
age 28-and-up. The regular
season is set to get underway
in a little more than a week
and the six teams in the are
still looking to add more
players.

Players can go to the
league website and fill out
the registration form so they
can get placed on a team im-
mediate in front of the sea-
son opener.

For the 2026 season, the
cost will be $215 and will in-
clude a 16th game added to
the regular season schedule.

During the 2025 season,
the league experimented with
playing on Mother’s Day
Saturday as well as a week-
night game to allow players
an opportunity to play under
the lights. While the night
games were very successful,
the Mother’s Day Saturday
games were rained out.

Those elements will re-
turn along with a 16th game
with an opponent to be deter-
mine as the league’s board

explores possibilities for in-
terleague matchups with an-
other league in the region.

The regular season was
scheduled to get underway
on Sunday, Apr. 19, but
games were postponed due
to rain, pushing the start of
the season to Sunday, Apr.
26. Therefore, anyone who
is able to sign up before that
date will be able to partici-
pate in the full season.

The registration is live
at www.quabbinvalleybase-
ball.org. Players must regis-
ter and then pay the league
dues via Venmo or contact

the league leadership if an
alternate form of payment is
needed.

Aside from the weeknight
and Mother’s Day games,
other games take place Sun-
days at 10 a.m. outside of
Mother’s Day, Memorial
Day and July 4 weekends.
Playoffs will be in August.

This is the 30th season
for the league and league
officials are looking to cele-
brate the anniversary with a
couple of events.

Monson Savings Bank welcomes Jacob Johnson as
Assistant Branch Manager of Hampden branch

trusted, long-term customer
relationships.

MONSON -  Monson
Savings Bank is pleased to
announce that Ja-

cob Johnson has
joined the Bank
as Assistant
Branch Manager
of the Hampden
Branch.
Johnson
brings a strong
background in
customer-fo-

cused rela-
tionship  man-
agement and
financial ser-

vices to Monson Savings
Bank. In his role, he supports
the day-to-day operations of
the Hampden Branch, assists
with staff development, and
works directly with custom-
ers to provide a full range of
personal and business bank-
ing solutions. He is focused
on delivering personalized,
attentive service that fosters

Jacob Johnson

“We are happy
to welcome Ja-
cob to the Mon-
son Savings Bank
team,” said Dan
Moriarty, Presi-
dent & CEO of
Monson  Savings
Bank. “His strong
customer service
background, fi-
nancial  experi-
ence, and dedica-
tion to community
values make him
a great fit for our Hampden
Branch and the customers we
serve.”

Prior to joining Monson
Savings Bank, Johnson spent
six years locally with Balise
Ford of Wilbraham, most re-
cently serving as a Finance
and Insurance Manager. In
that role, he developed ex-
tensive experience assisting

customers with financing
options, financial products,
and relationship-based ser-
vice—skills that align with
the core of Monson Savings
Bank’s community banking

approach.
A resident of Hampden,
Massachusetts, Johnson is

actively involved in the com-
munity. He and his family
support the YMCA of Great-
er Springfield, where his
children participate in youth
programs. He is also a ded-
icated supporter of Empty
Arms Bereavement Support,
participating annually in the
organization’s Syrup Stam-
pede 5K to raise awareness
and funds for families experi-
encing pregnancy and infant
loss. In addition, Johnson has
quickly become engaged in
Monson Savings Bank’s out-
reach initiatives focused on
strengthening customer and
community relationships.

“I am thrilled to join
Monson Savings Bank and
serve the community where I
live and am raising my fam-
ily,” said Johnson. “I value
being part of a bank that tru-
ly puts people and commu-
nity first. I look forward to
building lasting relationships
with our customers, helping
them achieve their financial
goals, and contributing to
the Bank’s proud tradition of
giving back to the neighbor-
hoods we call home.”

Johnson holds a Bache-
lor of Science degree from
Westfield State University.

To contact Jacob Johnson,
NMLS ID 2779374, for your
banking needs, please email
jjohnson@monsonsavings.
com or call 413-267-1299.

To learn more about
Monson Savings Bank and
its team, visit www.monson-
savings.bank.

Searching Your Family History
with Ancestry Library Edition

WILBRAHAM - Assis-
tant Library Director Mary
Bell will give a hands-on
demonstration of Ancestry
Library Edition at the Wil-
braham Public Library on
Wednesday, April 29 from
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

She will give a brief
introduction of how to use
the online resource in the
Brooks Room, followed by
time in which participants
use library computers or
their own laptops to access
the database and search for
themselves. All participants
will be given a starter kit
with forms and tips for re-
searching genealogy.

“Ancestry Library Edi-
tion includes records of the
U.S. Census from 1790 to
1950, military records such
as World War I and II draft
cards, and other records
worldwide. International

records available include
particularly good coverage
in Canada and the United
Kingdom,” said Bell.

Images of original re-
cords, including immigra-
tion records and town re-
cords of births, marriages,
and deaths can be saved
to a flash drive or sent to
your email from Ancestry
Library Edition. It is ac-
cessible in-library only, but
can be used through both li-
brary computers or person-
al devices connected to the
library’s Wi-Fi.

This program is free and
open to the public. Space is
limited, and registration is
going on now.

For more information,
contact the Wilbraham Li-
brary at 413-596-6141 or
visit the Event Calendar
online at www.wilbraham-
library.org.

Seeking donations for
Memorial Day Plant Sale

HAMPDEN - The
Hampden Garden Club is
looking for perennial plant
donations for their Memori-
al Day Plant Sale.

If you are looking to

thin out your perennials,
garden members will come
and dig the plants you want
to donate. Please contact Lil
Fedora at 413-566-1137 to
set up a dig day.

Senior Center collecting
for National Pet Month

HAMPDEN - The se-
nior center is collecting do-
nations in honor of National
Pet Month for both TJO and
2nd Chance.

TJO will be at the senior
center on Tuesday, April 28
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. and
2nd Chance will be there on
Wednesday, April 29 from 9
a.m. to Noon offering free
service with an appoint-
ment. Donations can be
dropped off throughout the
month of April.

Donations include cat
nip, liquid laundry deter-
gent, dryer sheets, Cheez
Whiz, hot dogs, wet canned
dog food, turkey or chicken
wet cat food, blech, paper
towels, high quality items
for big dogs to chew and
monetary donations are,
also accepted.

Donations can be left at
the front desk.

To learn more, call 413-
566-5588.
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FEEDBACK from page 5

fic Safety Committee too.

“I tell you that, on a
monthly basis as we meet,
we get complaints and con-
cerns—very real concerns—
about traffic in that particular
area, about vehicular traffic.
So, one of the things that is
part of this plan is to elimi-
nate the parking in front of the
store because, right now—as
everybody knows—I believe
it’s angled, and you’re back-
ing out and with the size of
vehicles, it can be very dif-
ficult. It’s a congested area,”
Breault said.

Breault noted the orange
bollards there today, for ex-
ample, came from concerns
the Traffic Safety Commit-
tee heard from residents that
walk through that area.

“It is a congested area, so
if there are any comments that
people can make that might
help us or complaints about
that area, we’d like to hear
those as well,” Breault said.

Historical ~ Commission
Chair Roberta Albano ex-
plained how the commission
is tasked with “the preserva-
tion of our historic resources
and landmarks,” including
the town center, the soldiers’
monument, the park and, also,
“the beautiful corridor of our
historic homes that align the
Main Street area.”

“That has created our his-
toric Wilbraham center. That
is something that we treasure,
that really is what Wilbra-
ham is all about. Gives our
town our wonderful charac-
ter. That is something that if
any part of it is taken away—
we’ve said it a million times
tonight—we’ll never gain it
back,” Albano said. “So, with
that, you have to look at what
exists there.”

Albano next said this, not-
ing her earlier questions to

Mark Pafumi, owner of
Pafumi’s on Main, also spoke
at the session.

Jeff White, the property man-
ager for Crane Park.

“The space that exists, Mr.
White, was designed during
that time. I understand you
can kind of strip that all away.
All those businesses can still
have those parking places that
they should have. But how-
ever, there may be gains that
come from that because with
new technology and the ways
things can figure out from our
engineer here, I'm sure may-
be that can be tested out or
researched, so that’s another
possibility here and, perhaps,
a resolution to some of this is-
sue of parking, because park-
ing is one of the problems,”
Albano said.

She ended her comments
with this.

“The other thing is, we
need to slow down at this cen-
ter. People walk there, people
are walking their dogs and it
is hazardous. They’ve slowed
us down at the Academy. We
need to slow down at the cen-
ter, so whatever way that has
to happen is a good thing,”
Albano said. “Please don’t
take away any of our beautiful
park area.”

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Jeff Smith, vice chair of the Economic Development
Committee, explains the study area of the Village Center.
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The cast takes a bow.
THEATRE from page 1

world. The play was outlined
by two witty narrators called
Pip and Squeak, played by
Caira Williams and Brynn
Kennedy, who kept watchers
engaged with their humorous
lines and riveting stage pres-
ence.

“Nice Alice”, played by
Grace Romano, was narrated
by Squeak to tell the more
“heard of” innocent version
of the story while a bold, ka-
rate-knowing “Mean Alice”,
played by Camilla Long, was
narrated by Pip. The produc-
tion not only brought out a
creative side of the students
but also formed a deep, tight
knit community after school.

“I think it’s a great way
for kids to express them-
selves. Like, if you have a
bad day at school, you can
just come to theatre and you
have a community. You have
a family that cares about
you,” Caira Williams said,
expressing her heartfelt ex-
perience on having a theatre
program at WMS.

This family-like aspect
has become one of the many
reasons why the three club
advisors — Katrina Madden,
Michele Mistalski and April
Nicotera — are extremely
enthusiastic about continu-
ing running the program,
even having aspirations to
hold two shows in one school
year in the future.

Originally, there was sup-
posed to be no show this year
due to the program’s long-
time advisor stepping down.
Mistalski recalled feeling
personally devastated upon
finding out.

It was until Mistalski and
Madden approached Nico-
tera with the idea of direct-
ing the play all together that

SSI from page 6

spouse will need to contact
Social Security at 1-800-772-
1213 or at the local SS field
office to make an appoint-
ment to apply for their survi-
vor benefit.

One other thing to be
aware of since you were both
married before: if either of
you die, and your first mar-
riage lasted at least 10 years
and your ex-spouse has also
died, the surviving spouse
will have a choice to collect
a survivor benefit from either
the ex-spouse or the most
recently deceased spouse,
whichever amount is more.
But, again, you can only col-
lect one benefit payment as a
surviving spouse either from

your ex-spouse or from your
recently deceased spouse,
whichever benefit is higher.
FYI1, survivor benefits are
a confusing area of Social
Security, so you might also
find informative this article I
recently published, as it goes
more deeply into surviving
spouse benefits including
benefits for surviving minor
children and surviving adult
disabled children. Read the
article titled “Demystify-
ing Social Security Survivor
Benefits” at www.amacfoun-
dation.org/demystifying-so-
cial-security-survivor-bene-
fits/. Of course, if you have
any further questions, please
contact us at 1-888-750-2622
or email us at SSadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. There is

never a fee for our services.
The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended
for information purposes and
does not represent legal or
financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association
Mature Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association To submit a
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor @amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.

AGREEMENT from page 1

environment for students and
staff during transition,” Dav-
enport said. “And then we re-
quest that the Hampden-Wil-
braham Regional School
District reconsider moving
the eighth grade to the high
school again, which I suspect
they will say no, but at least
we’ll know what the firm po-
sition is. Then we asked them
to provide a five-year mainte-
nance plan.”

Davenport said the inter-
esting thing was there’s, cur-
rently, $105,000 for mainte-
nance for Wilbraham Middle
School, and Hampden pays
21% of that share.

“So, if they’re going to say
we’re going to do $150,000
each year and we’re going
to use it to fix six doors, take
the asbestos out or whatever
like that we would pay that
share. It wouldn’t be a capital
(item),” Davenport said. “So,
this would be the joint letter

that the two committees (are)
sent and then asking to re-
place the regional agreement
amendments on the Fall Town
Meeting. It’s too late now, I
don’t think either town they
have it ready, and then the
rest of the agenda would be
we discuss the maintenance
repair cost cap because you
don’t want $500,000 in re-
pairs. You want reasonable
(amounts).”

He added an amendment
could also be created to say
that “if a new school is built
or significant renovations
over X number, then it’s a re-
gional middle school.”

“We would share the cost
like we did with the new
school,” Davenport said.

He also suggested people
in Wilbraham and Hampden
need to be told that “this big
expense is coming down the
line.”

“You’re either going to
get an expensive remodel or a
new school,” Davenport said.

Selectboard Member Erik
Vanderleeden agreed.

“It has to be done at this
point,” Vanderleeden said. “It
has to be done. At some point,
everybody’s got to take a bite
every now and then. It’s not
the most ideal of times...it’s
an investment.”

Chair John Flynn noted
the board consensus “that this
needs to be a separate meet-
ing,” and not happen during a
regular meeting.

“I mean, obviously, both
boards are into a time of year
where we’re committed to
town meeting and stuff like
that. So, it may be more dif-
ficult, but we can’t keep kick-
ing this can down the road,”
Flynn said.

After an agreement to sug-
gest April 30 for the meeting
date, Davenport said he would
work with Town Administra-
tor Brian Domina to draft the
letter, with plans to meet with
the Wilbraham Select Board
in Wilbraham.
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Members of the Wilbraham Middle School Drama Club on stage.

the hope for a show was re-
stored.

Nicotera expressed her
strong gratitude to the oth-
er two, saying she couldn’t
have taken it on without
them. Despite the process
of “The Real Story of Alice
in Wonderland” script being
chosen without student in-
put, the directors described
deep respect for the kids’ ef-
fort to be as involved as they
could be in order to make the
production the best it could
be while strengthening con-
nections.

In the past, most shows
held by the club had been
musicals, such as “Mean
Girls Jr” and “Disney’s The
Little Mermaid Jr.”

Although the original
script did not include any
music written in, the students
expressed a strong wish to
put their own twist on things

in order to highlight their
singing voices.

April Nicotera described
the audition process as high-
ly competitive, being over
100 kids auditioning for 23
available roles.

“A lot of the students who
auditioned ended up helping
in other ways. It was pretty
much all made by kids for
kids,” Nicotera said. “Props
were made by kids. The vocal
arrangements were arranged
by the students themselves,
they planned the harmonies.
So, it was very much a com-
munity driven event. We all
pooled our things that we
were good at, kids and adults
included. And we made it.
The kids helped to design
the tickets, the programs, the
t-shirts, everything.”

Looking past painted
props and sound mics are
young students finding their
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own ways to lead, shine, and
build connections. Discover-
ing passion. Developing their
voices. When asked what
was most fulfilling about the
production, Mistalski said
this.

“Watching the kids shine,
in ways that you don’t al-
ways get to see them shine.
I have so many students who
can be a completely different
student on stage, and you see
a side of them that is just re-
markable,” Mistalski said.

On these evenings, it is
clear that the audience did
not just enjoy a good show.
This audience was made up
of families and loved ones
being able to see these young
students’ dreams being built
through a love of theatre and
an eagerness to pursue pas-
sion.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MISCELLANEOUS

ST. JUDE THANK YOU FOR answer-
ing my prayers. P.F.

TAG SALE

MULTI-FAMILY TAG SALE.
MAY 2 AND MAY 3, 9AM-3PM.
63 Charon Terrace, South Hadley.

WANTED!
CASH for:

* Machinist tools, power tools

& Snap on.
« Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.

Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches,
Musical instruments, typewriters,
sewing machines, tools, radios,
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military,
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans,
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs,
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2+*xxxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work, no
project too small. Service upgrades, pools,
trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall
clean-ups, mulching, pruning.

Serving parts of Hampden
and Hampshire counties.
Call 413-536-3697.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry »
Framing ¢ Drywall »
Painting * & more!

(413) 687-5552/

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

“RANDY and RICKY
Spring Cleanup,
Call Paul Amherst”

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exte-
rior painting and wallpapering. Also minor
carpentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks,
concrete & driveways. Senior Discounts.
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’'S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

BUY
LOCALLY

Auppoht oun co |

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and

April 23,2026

Call us at 413.283.8393

The Town Oakham is seeking
an experienced
LABORER/TRUCK DRIVER
to join the Highway department.
Pay rate is $26.26 - $28.28/hr
depending on experience.

For a full job description
and job application please visit:
ma-oakham.civicplus.com/
216/Highway-Department
or email admin@oakham-ma.gov

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

CAMPERS

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33, 2
SLIDE-OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $8000.
BRIMFIELD (413)374-1880

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now
$1,200. 413-218-2321

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

-
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
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WILBRAHAM

Small Engine Repair. ings advertised are available on an equal
Work done at your home. opportunity basis.
FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

|_FOR RENT |
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Subscribe Today!

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069




April 23,2026

WILBRAHAM
PLANNING BOARD

The Wilbraham Planning
Board will hold a Public Hearing
on Wednesday, May 6, 2026,
at 5:45 PM in the Town Office
Building, 240 Springfield Street,
on the application of Jessica
and Zachery Carr for Site Plan
Approval  (SPA26-02) under
Sections 3.4.2.8 and 4.10 of the
Wilbraham Zoning Bylaw to al-
low a 609 square foot Accesso-
ry Dwelling Unit (ADU) within
the existing house on property
owned by Jessica and Zachery
Carr located at 6 Hitching Post
Lane as shown on plans on file
in the Planning Office and posted
for public viewing on the Plan-
ning Board page of the Town
of Wilbraham website at www.
wilbraham-ma.gov/123/Plan-
ning-Board. This meeting will be
conducted in person and virtually
(see meeting agenda for details).
James Rooney, Chair

04/16, 04/23/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P0750EA
Estate of:
Paul Emile Bureau
Also known as:

Paul E Bureau, Paul Bureau
Date of Death: 12/08/2025
CITATION ON PETITION

FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Ad-
judication of Intestacy and
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by Di-
ane Dooley of Huntington, NY
requesting that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Diane Dooley of Huntington,
NY be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 05/08/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and

objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: April 14, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
04/23/2026

Town of Wilbraham
WILBRAHAM HIGHWAY
MATERIALS 2026
Notice of Invitation for Bids

The Town of Wilbraham in-
vites sealed bids for the purchase
of Wilbraham Highway Materi-
als 2026. Bids must be made in
accordance with all applicable
Federal, State and Town laws and
regulations and must comply in
all respects with the instructions,
conditions, specifications and
other requirements in the Invita-
tion for Bid packages.

Bid packages can be obtained
from the Department of Public
Works, Town Hall, 240 Spring-
field Street, Wilbraham, MA
01095 (413-596-2800 x208) on
Tuesday, April 21, 2026. Bids in
sealed, opaque envelopes shall
be marked “Wilbraham High-
way Materials 2026 Bid” and
delivered to the above address
by 3:30 p.m. on Thursday, May
14, 2026 where they will be pub-
licly opened and read aloud by
the Chief Procurement Officer.
All bids must be submitted on
the official Standard Bid Form,
included in the bid packages.
Bids must include the signed
Non-Collusion and Non-Dis-
crimination paperwork. No bid-
der may withdraw his bid for
a period of forty-five days, ex-
cluding Saturdays, Sundays and
Holidays, after the actual date of
opening of the bids.

The Town reserves the right to
reject any and all bids, to waive
minor informalities or irregular-
ities in any bid, and to make an
award in any manner consistent
with the law and deemed to be in
the best interest of the Town of

Wilbraham.
Tonya L. Capparello, P.E.
Director of Public Works/
Town Engineer

04/23/2026

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS
WILBRAHAM,
MASSACHUSETTS
ADVERTISEMENT FOR
BIDS

Sealed Bids for the construc-
tion of the “Miller Street Water
Main Replacement Project —
Phase 17 will be received by the
Engineering Department at Wil-
braham Town Hall, Engineering
Office, 240 Springfield Street,
Wilbraham, MA 01095 until
2:00 p.m. local time on May
21, 2026, at which time the Bids
received will be publicly opened
and read. Sealed Bids must have
outer envelope marked as “Mill-
er Street Water Main Replace-
ment Project — Phase 1.

The work consists of replacing
approximately 2,300 linear feet
of 10-inch cast iron water main
with 16-inch ductile iron water
main on Miller Street in Ludlow,
MA, as well as installation of
valves and hydrants, service re-
connections, surface restoration,
and abandonment of the existing
water main. Bids shall be on a
unit price basis, with additive al-
ternate bid items as indicated in
the Bid Form.

All Bids for this project are
subject to the provisions of Mas-
sachusetts General Laws 30, Sec-
tion 39M as amended.

Bidding Documents may be
obtained electronically from the
Tighe & Bond website at: http://
www.tighebond.com/Projects_
Out_to_Bid.php

Prospective  bidders  must
complete a one-time registration
process on the web site in order
to receive log-in credentials.
Bidders must log in to the web
site to download bidding doc-
uments for the project. Bidders
will be added to the “planhold-
ers” or prospective bidders list
upon downloading the bidding
documents for the project. Bid-
ding documents may also be
examined at the office of Tighe
& Bond, Inc., 53 Southampton
Road, Westfield, Massachusetts
between the hours of 8:00 a.m.
and 5:00 p.m., Monday through
Friday, legal holidays excluded.

A bid deposit of 5% shall be
furnished in accordance with the
Instructions to Bidders.

This Contract contains price
adjustments for hot mix asphalt
mixes, diesel fuel, and gasoline.
See Section 01270 for payment
procedures and base prices for
this Project.

Construction contractors and
subcontractors shall make pos-
itive efforts to achieve: (1) a

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

minority employee work force
hour goal of 15.30 percent, (2)
a woman employee work force
hour goal of 6.90 percent, (3) a
goal of 7.24 percent participation
of Minority-owned Business En-
terprise(s), and (4) a goal of 3.60
percent participation of Wom-
an-owned Business Enterprise(s)
within the project contracts.

Minimum Wage Rates as de-
termined by the Commissioner
of Department of Workforce De-
velopment under the provision of
the Massachusetts General Laws,
Chapter 149, Section 26 to 27D,
as amended, apply to this proj-
ect. It is the responsibility of the
Contractor, before Bid opening,
to request if necessary, any addi-
tional information on Minimum
Wage Rates for those trades peo-
ple who may be employed for the
proposed Work under this Con-
tract.

Bidders must provide with
their bids a signed certification
form found in the Bid Proposal,
which

certifies the Labor Harmony,
OSHA training, Non-Collusion,
Non-Discrimination and Tax

Certifications.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM,

MASSACHUSETTS

Consulting Engineer:

Tighe & Bond, Inc.

53 Southampton Road

Westfield, MA 01085

413-562-1600
04/23/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No.
HD19P0591GD
In the interests of
Christopher Mole
Of Wilbraham, MA
RESPONDENT
Incapacitated Person/
Protected Person
CITATION GIVING NOTICE
OF PETITION FOR
TERMINATION OF A
GUARDIAN OF AN
INCAPACITATED
PERSON

To the named Respondent
and all other interested persons,
a petition has been filed by

Frank Mole of Wilbraham,
MA

Ann Mole of Wilbraham,
MA

in the above captioned matter
requesting that the court:

Terminate the Guardianship
of the Respondent.

The petition asks the court
to make a determination that the
Guardian should be allowed to
resign; or should be removed
for good cause; or that the

Job Connection

HELPING YOU FIND HELP

PART-TIME GLERK / TREASURER
SOUTH HADLEY FIRE DISTRICT NO. 2

South Hadley Fire District No. 2 seeks a qualified
professional to fill the part-time (19-24 hour) position of
Clerk/Treasurer. The Clerk/Treasurer maintains oversight of
the District’s financial health, under the policy direction of the
Prudential Committee. The Clerk/Treasurer is responsible for
receipt and disbursement of district funds, payroll processes,
employee benefits, debt management, cash flow, the annual
district election, ensuring compliance with state and federal
regulations and reporting requirements.

Municipal financial experience with a working knowledge
of municipal procedures and state and federal laws is highly
advantageous. Minimum qualifications include: three years of
progressive experience in financial management, administration
of payroll, employee benefits and other human resource functions,
and the demonstrated ability to utilize multiple financial software
platforms. The successful candidate must be bondable, and must
attain Certified Massachusetts Municipal Treasurer (CMMT) status
within four years.

Desired qualifications include a bachelor’s degree in finance,
business administration, accounting or public administration,
previous municipal experience and SoftRight software experience.
CMMT, MMAAA or MCPPO designation additionally advantageous.
A combination of experience and education will be considered.

The successful candidate will work under a three-year,
renewable memorandum of agreement. The hiring range is
$35.00 to $39.00 hourly. The top step exceeds the hiring range.
Visit the District website shdistrict2.org for the full job description.
Applications will be accepted until the position is filled. Review of
applications will begin immediately.

Send cover letter and resume to:

Barbara Miller, Clerk/Treasurer, South Hadley Fire District No. 2,

20 Woodbridge Street, South Hadley, MA 01075

Electronic submissions in PDF format BMiller@shdistrict2.org

South Hadley Fire District No. 2 is an equal opportunity
employer and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender

CLERK / TREASURER
SOUTH HADLEY FIRE DISTRICT NO. 2

South Hadley Fire District No. 2 seeks a qualified professional
to fill the fulltime (40 hour) position of Clerk/Treasurer. The Clerk/
Treasurer serves as the District’s Financial Manager. The Clerk/
Treasurer is responsible for district funds, accounts payable,
payroll, employee benefits, debt management, cash flow,
the annual district election, annual district meeting, budget
preparation, publishing the Annual Report of Officers and ensuring
compliance with state and federal regulations and reporting
requirements.

Municipal financial experience with a working knowledge
of municipal procedures and state and federal laws is highly
advantageous. Minimum qualifications include: three years of
progressive accounting and financial management experience,
experience managing a budget of 2.5 million; payroll processes,
auditing and the demonstrated ability to utilize multiple financial
software platforms. The successful candidate must be bondable,
and must attain CMMT designation within four years.

Desired qualifications include a bachelor’s degree in finance,
business administration, accounting or public administration,
previous municipal experience and SoftRight software experience.
CMMT, MMAAA or MCPPO designation additionally advantageous.
A combination of experience and education will be considered.

This fully benefited position works under a three-year,
renewable memorandum of agreement. Hiring salary range is
$75,000 to $82,000. The top salary step exceeds the hiring range.
Visit the District website shdistrict2.org for the full job description.
Applications will be accepted until the position is filled. Review of
applications will begin immediately.

Send cover letter and resume to:

Barbara Miller, Clerk/Treasurer, South Hadley Fire District No. 2,

20 Woodbridge Street, South Hadley, MA 01075

Electronic submissions in PDF format: BMiller@shdistrict2.org

South Hadley Fire District No. 2 is an equal opportunity
employer and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin,
age, disability or veteran status.
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PUBLIC NOTICES B

Guardianship is no longer nec-
essary and therefore should be
terminated. The original petition
is on file with the court.

You have the right to object
to this proceeding. If you wish
to do so, you or your attorney
must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before
10:00 A.M. on the return date
of 05/12/2026. This day is NOT
a hearing date, but a deadline
date by which you have to file
the written appearance if you
object to the petition. If you fail
to file the written appearance by
the return date, action may be
taken in thls matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition
to filing the written appearance,
you or your attorney must file a
written affidavit stating the spe-
cific facts and grounds of your
objection within 30 days after
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this pro-
ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs
or financial affairs or both.
The above-named person has
the right to ask for a lawyer.
Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a lawyer,

one may be appointed at State
expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Claudine
T. Stoudemire, First Justice of
this Court
Date: April 13, 2026
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
04/23/2026

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
This ad is pursuant to MA
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A as
of April 24, 2026 the following
motor vehicles will be for sale to
satisfy a garage keepers lien:

2007 Ford Edge

VIN: 2FMDK48C27BB34174
LKO: Eliel Rodriquez

215 White St.

Springfield, MA 01108

1997 Fleetwood Bounder
VIN: 3FCM53G5VJA05173
LKO: Noemi Souza
222 Allen St.
Springfield MA 01105
Wayman Rainey
126 Valley Rd.
Springfield MA 01119
R & S Assoc. Inc
PO Box 543
Wilbraham MA 01095
413-596-4374
04/9, 04/16, 04/23/2026

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Wilbraham-Hampden Times

OBITUARY POLICY

obits @turley.com.

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name
of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries
should be submitted through a funeral home to:

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Edit

JOB ALERT

AN

Turley?)

Publications, Inc,
www.turley.com

Send writing samples
with resume to:

GREG SCIBELLI
24 Water Street

NOW HIRING

Writers/
Journalists

e Must be dependable,
professional and able to
meet strict deadlines

e Salary based on a flat
rate by story and photo

Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
gscibelli@turley.com

* Produce news and/or feature
stories of local interest for various
towns and cities.
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THE
KITCHEN &
BATH CO.

DESIGN
BUILD
LIVE

2 i

Your Private Sanctuary

Start and end your day in a space designed for serenity and superior
functionality at every stage of your life. We transform dated bathrooms into

8 luxury spa retreats that evolve with your lifestyle. Using premium materials like
Corian® and Wilsonart®, we create seamless, easy-to-clean surfaces that stand
the test of time. From smart storage solutions to accessible walk-in designs,
experience the perfect blend of elegance, safety, and long-term durability.

LOCAL.
FAMILY-OWNED.
IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.

OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES
<4

orld HOMETOWN GOGREEN

HOME PERFORMANCE
= EXTERIORS - °© °© ¢

FOAM - FIBERGLASS * CELLULOSE

OF WESTERN MASS

BELCHERTOWN = WESTFIELD = ADAMS




