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Event supported senior 
center building fund

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - Residents 
stopped by the senior center 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on April 
6 to drop off donations for the 
Hartsprings Truck Drive.

During the drive, residents 
dropped off varying donations 
including books, clothing, dish-
es, towels, sheets, bedspreads, 
glassware, sporting equipment, 
suitcases in good condition and 
small kitchen items including 
microwaves, toasters and toaster 
ovens.

Hartsprings Foundation, Inc. 
is a nonprofit organization fo-
cused on repurposing, recycling 
and reusing gently-used cloth-
ing, linens, small household 
items and more, supporting Big 
Brothers Big Sisters.

Joan Shea, vice president of 
the Friends of Hampden Senior 
Citizens, explained the truck 
drive is a fundraiser for the build-
ing fund for the senior center.

The 4,531 pounds collect-
ed comprised 2,329 pounds for 
clothing, 1,601 pounds for mis-
cellaneous items and 601 pounds 
for books.

Shea was thrilled to see peo-
Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

From the left, Claudia Kapinos, Adriano dos Santos, Joan Shea, Domenic Fantone, Emilio, driver for Hartsprings Foundation, Linda Nichols 
and Mike Shea in a group photo during the Hartsprings Drive at the Hampden Senior Center. Kapinos, dos Santos, Shea, Nicols and Shea are 
members of the board for the Friends of Hampden Senior Citizens while Fantone was doing community service for the Boy Scouts.

Hartsprings Drive collects 4,531 pounds in donations

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Residents 
gathered inside the Brooks 
Room from 10 a.m. to Noon on 
April 13 for the library’s Volun-
teer Appreciation Breakfast.

During the event, attendees 
enjoyed a spread of banana nut 
bread, blueberry coffee cake, 
cherry cheese danishes, choco-
late chip muffins, a fruit spread 
and more with orange juice, 
coffee or tea.

The spread was sponsored 
by Big Y and the Polish Nation-
al Credit Union.

Cheryl Wesolowski, a Li-
brary Board of Trustees board 
member, thanked the volunteers 
for their support and expressed 
how much the trustees appreci-
ate them.

Wesolowski said 57,000 
visitors came to the library last 
year, comprising more than 150 
visitors every day.

“The library and the grounds 
are as inviting as they can be 
because of our volunteers. We 
could never be what we are 
without you, so we are ever so 

grateful,” Wesolowski said.
Wesolowski explained no 

matter what a volunteer does, 
whether stocking shelves, gar-
dening or facilitating fundrais-
ing events, they make a differ-
ence.

“There are so many opportu-
nities to help here at the library 
and we know that this library 
continues to thrive because of 
your volunteerism,” Wesolows-

ki said. “Something that I al-
ways like to think about is that 
ordinary people can do extraor-
dinary things, and the work that 
you do is extraordinary.”

Assistant Director Mary 
Bell also expressed her grati-
tude to the volunteers.

“It means a lot. The people 
that volunteer at the library are, 

WPL celebrates volunteers during
Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast

The committee will 
review the budget 
before moving forward

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - School 
Committee voted to table a vote 
on Elementary School Grades 
Choice on April 4 pending a re-
view and discussion of the bud-
get.

Superintendent Dr. John Pro-

vost explained how he received 
communications from members 
after a vote at the last meeting 
when they realized “denying the 
school choice recommendations 
for the elementary school grades 
would result in us collapsing the 
three classes that are currently 
in that bubble group at Green 
Meadows (Elementary School) 
into two classes.”

“We just had some conver-
sation about bringing it back up 
as a potential vote so that people 
are clear and if anyone wishes to 

School Committee tables 
Elementary School Grades 
Choice vote

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
A group photo of the volunteers, staff and members of the Friends 
of the Wilbraham Public Library and the Board of Trustees during 
the Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast on April 13.

Turley photos by Dalton Zbierski

Please see HARTSPRING, page 9

Please see WPL, page 4 Please see SCHOOL, page 5
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Featuring more than 40 artists from Western MA and Northern CT. 
Oils, acrylics, watercolors, wood carvings, sculpture, photography, 

mixed media, and more. Live art demonstrations. 
Remembrances from the Southwick Historical Society. 

Musical performances each day.
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Editor
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WILBRAHAM - “The Mystery of Ed-
win Drood” amazes in a production full of 
mystery and haunting performances that 
will stay with you after the final bow.

Directed by Deborah Trimble, the pro-
duction was interactive from the start as 
you entered the Fellowship Hall Stage at 
Wilbraham United Church, cast members 
greeting you in character with a share of 
laughs, handshakes and conversation.

From there, the audience was trans-
ported to a story within a story experience 
with “There You Are” from the Chairman/
Mr. William Cartwright, played by Craig 
Duda. Duda’s welcome provides a light-
hearted, sit-back-and-relax atmosphere 
as you’re transported to the Victorian Era 
and its world of murder, romance, intrigue 
and drama in spades.

From there, the story of Edwin Drood, 
in a charismatic and indomitable perfor-
mance from Carina Gonyer, who also 
plays Dick Datchery and Miss Alice Nut-
ting, unfolds with a cavalcade of charac-
ters trying to go on about their lives until 
murder grinds everything to a halt, while 
interspersed with actor roles trying to tell 
the story of Charles Dickens’s final unfin-
ished novel.

One thing that blew the audience, and 
myself, away was when the cast sang 
their respective parts all at once, creating 
a chorus filled with unwavering energy, 
passion and drama reminiscent of a favor-
ite soap opera leaving you on the edge of 
your seat.

The “Both Sides of the Coin” perfor-
mance from David Leslie’s John Jasper/
Mr. Clive Paget and Duda’s Chairman 
still astounds me post-performance, the 
players matching their steps and words 
in a sequence of pure synchronicity that 
makes you forget they are performing a 
role and are, instead, providing a master-
class in showmanship. How Leslie and 
Duda said their lines at such a rapid pace 
without breaking a sweat emphasizes that 
masterclass ten-fold.

In another showstopping scene, “No 
Good Can Come From Bad” comprised 
of Carolyn Averill’s Rosa Bud/Miss Deir-
dre Peregrine, Gonyer’s Edwin Drood, 
Leslie’s John Jasper, Christopher Härtel’s 
Bazzard/Mr. Phillip Box, Alexandria Es-
cribano’s Helena Landless/Miss Janet 
Conover, Steven Close’s Neville Land-
less/Mr. Victor Grinstead, Glenn Leslie’s 
The Reverend Mr. Crisparkle/Mr. Cedric 
Moncrieffe, Patti Colkos’ Miss Violet 
Balfour and Bethany Fitzgibbons’ Miss 
Sarah Cook brought the house down with 
fear, rage and anxiety, foreshadowing the 
dark times to come.

I also have to note “Jasper’s Vision/
Smoke Ballet” for its use of dance and 
stagecraft as the room grows eerily silent 
with John Jasper lost in desire and long-
ing for Rosa Bud, while dancers illustrate 
the opium haze with carefully maneu-
vered steps.

Very haunting, indeed.
One scene-stealer from this show 

was, also, Härtel’s stirring performance 
of “Never the Luck,” who wants his mo-
ment in the spotlight and to entertain the 
audience before him. Härtel’s vocals were 
heart-stirring, thoughtful and delicate, 
with the uproarious applause he received 
after singing the final note very well de-
served.

Another was Mona Tiglio as The 
Princess Puffer/Miss Angela Prysock in 
every scene she was in, from “The Wag-
es of Sin” leading to bawdy laughs and 
blushing faces to “Garden Path to Hell” 
drumming up tragedy and sympathy, cap-
turing so many facets of one fascinating, 
complex character with more to her than 
meets the eye.

For “The Name of Love/Moonfall 
(Reprise),” suspense and loads of drama 
were at hand with Averill’s Rosa Bud and 
Leslie’s John Jasper singing with a pleth-
ora of fiery passion, aggression and dis-
gust about love and its meaning, leaving 
the audience on the edge of their seats in 
a slow-burning dance of words and song. 
The captive cast members behind them 
bring more tension to the unfolding sus-
pense.

You also cannot review this perfor-
mance without highlighting the audience 
interaction throughout, with the cast 
members holding number signs and try-
ing to get the audience’s attention as they 
chose the evening’s murderer, cast mem-
bers leaving the stage--as Gonyer’s hilar-
ious Edwin Drood/Dick Datchery/Miss 
Alice Nutting does at one point--to the 
music hall girls picking random audience 
members to help cast votes. Having the 
power to decide the murderer, the lovers 
and who is Dick Datchery brings a sense 
of power to the audience to decide the fu-
ture, a plot device you don’t normally see 
in musicals but brings a refreshing air to 
the production.

This mystery buff is truly satisfied.
If you’re a fan of Dickens, love musi-

cals or enjoy getting to decide characters’ 
fates, this show is a mind-blowing experi-
ence you won’t soon forget.

‘The Mystery of Edwin Drood’ stirs 
intrigue, mystery and audience 
voting powerWILBRAHAM - Join us and “Hang 

with Habitat!” The event is Thursday, 
April 18, from 6 to 8pm at Fieldcrest 
Brewing Company at 2343 Boston Road 
in Wilbraham. The low-key and chill 
evening is an opportunity for the general 
public to get to know and network with 
Greater Springfield Habitat for Humani-
ty (GSHFH) staff and board of directors.

There is no cost to attend nor a reg-
istration form to complete, just an open 
invite to join us for a drink or an appe-
tizer, and learn more about what we do, 
and, of course, hang out.

“I love the sense of camaraderie this 
brings out when we get together with 
our neighbors,” said Olga Callirgos, 
GSHFH Homeowner Programs coordi-
nator. “We’re laid back and fun, so this 
is a way for us to show that as well as we 
are accessible to our community.”

The idea for Hang with Habitat be-
gan with Olga who wanted to incorpo-
rate more social outreach events into the 
day-to-day calendar. The first get-to-
gether was held in September 2023 at 
Dewey’s Jazz Lounge on Worthing-
ton Street in Springfield. In honor of 
GSHFH, Dewey’s staff created a Hab-

itat-themed cocktail called “Habitat 
Hammer.”

On April 18, GSHFH Hops for Hab-
itat beer passports will be available for 
purchase at the event. Passports are 
$50 each. The initiative invites passport 
holders to visit nine local breweries and 
purchase a pint, have their passports 
stamped, and receive a gift from the 
brewery of equal value to their purchase. 
After the passport holder has received 
nine stamps - one for each brewery - 
they can return the passport to GSHFH 
or one of the listed breweries by June 
30, 2024, to be entered into a raffle for a 
chance to win the grand prize.

GSHFH is dedicated to strengthening 
communities by empowering low-in-
come families to change their lives and 
the lives of future generations through 
homeownership and home preserva-
tion opportunities. Since 1987, Greater 
Springfield Habitat has built or repaired 
129 homes in Hampden County.

For more information, contact Olga 
Callirgos, Homeowner Programs coor-
dinator, at callirgos@habitatspringfield.
org or (413) 739-5503 x1003.

Greater Springfield Habitat hosts 
“Hang with Habitat” April 18

Hampden Historical Society 
opens April 20

HAMPDEN – The Hampden Histor-
ical Society will be opening its museum 
for the season on April 20. 

The museum is located on 616 Main 
St. in Hampden and will be open from 
Noon to 2 p.m.

The focus of the Hampden Historical 
Society is to preserve Hampden’s histo-
ry with displays and artifacts of the town 
and its families’ heritage information. 

For questions, call Linda at 413-566-
8447. 
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
FOR SPRING!

Specials April 17 – April 23
Sweet Red, Yellow & Orange Peppers  . . $1.99 lb.
Grape Tomatoes Pint Size. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 for $4
Seedless Hot House Cucumbers. . . . . . . . . . . . .99¢ ea. 
Zucchini Green Squash. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1.49 lb.
Honeycrisp Apples . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1.99 lb.
Boar’s Head Cracked Pepper Turkey  . . $12.99 lb.
Boar’s Head Vermont Cheddar Cheese . . . $8.99 lb.

Creeping Phlox, Columbine, 
Iris, Dianthus & MORE

 Spring Blooming
Perennial Plants

 FOR THE GARDEN THAT BLOOMS YEAR AFTER YEAR

Wednesday, April 24th
Recognizing The Professionals 
Who Keep The Office Running
Great Gifts ~ Fresh Flowers

Indoor or Outdoor Plants
Desktop Dish Gardens

Gift Baskets & Gift Cards!

     Administrative      Administrative 
         Professional’s Day         Professional’s Day

FREE 1 Cubic Foot Bag
Fafard Planting Mix ($11.99 Value)

With $50 Tree or Shrub Purchase
(One Per Customer While Supplies Last)

April 17-30

Celebrate
Earth DayEarth Day 

April 22nd
& Arbor Day  

April 26th

Ready Set Grow!

Lettuce, Cabbage, 
Broccoli, Celery, Onions,

Kale & MORE 
GREAT SELECTION!

Six Pack Size $3.99 each
Mix & Match 8 For $28.00

Cool Weather 
Vegetable Plants

Forsythia, Weeping Cherry, 
Azalea, Rhododendrons & MORE!

Spring Blooming 
Trees & Shrubs

April 22nd 
Earth Day

Bring In Your 
Reusable Mug For A 

FREE HOT 
COFFEE!

RSVP: wma.us/preview

For families interested in Grades 6-12, PG.

Learn more about our programs and
community. Meet faculty and students.

Tuesday, April 30
6-7 p.m.

PREVIEW
NIGHT
MIDDLE AND UPPER SCHOOL

Join us for the
Wilbraham & Monson Academy

MIDDLE SCHOOL PREVIEW
Middle School building

UPPER SCHOOL PREVIEW
Mattern Science Center

RSVP: wma.us/preview

For families interested in Grades 6-12, PG.

Learn more about our programs and
community. Meet faculty and students.

Tuesday, April 30
6-7 p.m.

PREVIEW
NIGHT
MIDDLE AND UPPER SCHOOL

Join us for the
Wilbraham & Monson Academy

MIDDLE SCHOOL PREVIEW
Middle School building

UPPER SCHOOL PREVIEW
Mattern Science Center

RSVP: wma.us/preview

For families interested in Grades 6-12, PG.

Learn more about our programs and
community. Meet faculty and students.

Tuesday, April 30
6-7 p.m.

PREVIEW
NIGHT
MIDDLE AND UPPER SCHOOL

Join us for the
Wilbraham & Monson Academy

MIDDLE SCHOOL PREVIEW
Middle School building

UPPER SCHOOL PREVIEW
Mattern Science Center

Police chief, town agree 
on new contract 

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent

HAMPDEN – The fire depart-
ment’s need for a new generator has 
been a topic of conversation at Board 
of Selectmen’s meetings since 2021, 
and the discussion continued April 8. 

Board Chair Don Davenport 
spoke on the status of the fire depart-
ment’s new generator, which hasn’t 
been set up yet.

“All I know is we have a $35,000 
generator sitting in the back of the 
fire station for six months, and it’s 
still not installed,” Davenport said, 
joking that he predicted it would take 
more than a month, so he’d have to 
be okay with waiting. 

The item was brought to the ta-
ble during the report that Town Ad-
ministrator Brian Domina gives near 
the end of each meeting. He said he 
spoke with the engineer to get an 
update and was told the town must 
choose a location for the generator 
before the process can proceed.

Davenport was not thrilled by the 
engineer’s answer. He questioned 
why the individual hadn’t taken more 
initiative in communicating with the 
town about the generator.

“I’m sorry, I don’t understand 
why the consultant waited until to-
day when you called him to say, ‘Oh, 
we need to have a location.’ Don’t 

you think you’d get your (butt) out 
here and take a look at it and say, 
‘Before we do anything, we need a 
location,’” Davenport said. 

Selectman John Flynn said the 
situation is “predicated on what the 
expansion is,” noting that the town 
could prepare for where the genera-
tor will ultimately end up. 

“You don’t want to move it af-
ter all of a sudden doing it (in one 
place),” Flynn said. “My question 
is, okay, why don’t you look at your 
worst case, and put it out from there. 
Okay, so it’s an extra 30 feet. That’s 
why you have wire and go from 
there.”

Domina offered his advice, shar-
ing an option to position the genera-
tor somewhere it won’t be a nuisance 
to neighbors. 

“My suggestion in the email was 
that it be set further back toward 
the Highway Department. It allows 
room for expansion and, also, centers 
it. I think there’s houses in either lo-
cation so when it kicks on at 10 a.m. 
on Wednesday, people won’t hear it 
or will hear it less,” Domina said. 

Last Monday, Police Chief Scott 
Trombly made his way to Town Hall 
to see his contract extension become 
official. The contract is three years in 
length, but the Selectmen did not talk 
money or terms during that segment 
of the meeting. 

Davenport noted that, by law, the 
Selectmen had to vote in public ses-
sion regarding the contract. He also 
gave Trombly his seal of approval. 

“I think it’s only fair to say, I 
think we all agree the chief has done 
a good job, particularly bringing us 
through the pandemic and going 
through whole bridging process and 
dispatch too. We appreciate that,” 
Davenport said. 

On April 8, Flynn announced that 
the Senior Center Building Commit-
tee is preparing to host an informa-
tion forum on April 30 at 6 p.m. at 
the senior center on Allen Street. He 
said the forum will be the second to 
occur, and the committee will look 
to answer questions raised at the first 
gathering.

The committee hopes the April 
30 forum is well attended and is tak-
ing measures to promote it. 

“The committee is looking at 
putting up yard signs around town. I 
believe the Friends of the Seniors are 
looking to work on those charitably, 
and we appreciate their help on that,” 
Flynn said. 

According to the town’s website, 
the forum will introduce the work of 
the Senior Center Building Commit-
tee and its consultant regarding the 
planned renovation and expansion of 
the center. 

The committee will present a 
short presentation of the “results of 
their year and a half review of the 
current and future needs of the senior 
center.” 

A tour of the center will follow 
the forum, and committee members 
will participate and answer ques-
tions.

Hampden Selectmen discuss fire 
department’s new generator

CORRECTION
In our April 11 story about the Hampden 

Government Study Committee community fo-
rum, a few items of clarification:

• Keith Pixley led most of the discussion
• John Flynn did not attend as a “Selectman” 

but rather as the Zoom operator for the Forum; 
he did field questions from attendees. 

The concern of someone outside of Hamp-
den becoming a future Select Board member is 
not a concern

We apologize for these errors. 

Hampden Garden Club 
meets April 18

HAMPDEN – The Hampden Garden Club will be presenting 
a program on Beekeeping 101 by guest speaker Lee Duqette on 
Thursday, April 18, at 7 p.m. at Academy Hall at 625 Main St. 

Lee is a local beekeeper who has been keeping bees since 
2009. He is learning and teaching as much as he can about the 
honeybees to contribute to the local agriculture and to spread 
the bee love.

For more information, call Lil at 566-1137. 
The guest fee is $5. 
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN 
LOIN END or RIB END ..........

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
COUNTRY STYLE 
PORK RIBS .........................

USDA INSP. 

$209
lb

SALE DATES: 4/18/24-4/24/24

$179

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .....$249

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE CHICKEN ..........................

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
26/30 COUNT 1 LB BAG ...................

69¢
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
HORMEL BUFFET HAM ........$299

lb

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF TENDERLOIN

99¢

SOUP’S ON!

$349

$349
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CHICKEN FEET .......................
USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF SHIN MEET ..................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF TRIPE ............................ lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN READY TO COOK

PARMESEAN BREADED 
TALAPIA FILLETS 24 OZ BAG ......... ea

$499

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$989
lb

BEEF EYE ROOUND 
WHOLE

$399

5 LB 
BAG$499

lb

90% DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

CUT 
FREE

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
ROAST or LONDON BROIL ..........

$444
lb

$299

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Call for your free quote and/or consultation today!

You need it 
insured -

I’ve got you 
covered!

Looking 
for better 
insurance
with that 

HomeTown 
service?

Need help 
listing or 

buying real 
estate?

Licensed in MA, CT, FL and SC

CALL TODAY! Angela Goncalves
INSURANCE AGENT AND REALTOR   |    agoncalves0297@gmail.com

C: 413-552-8309   •   F: 413-895-5805

really, our biggest cheerleaders. They know a lot about 
what we do and they really support it,” Bell said. “So, 
having them come out for something like this really 
shows their support as well and it’s a great collaborative 
effort that way.”

Bell said the breakfast provides an opportunity to 
thank the volunteers, adding how they enjoy being in-
volved in the community.

“It can be a thankless job, so it’s great to have a way 
to recognize what everybody’s done and celebrate what 
they’ve done in the past year,” Bell said.

Maria DeAngelis, a vol-
unteer, was looking for peo-
ple to help at the upcoming 
Friends of the Wilbraham 
Public Library Book Sale 
on May 1 through 4. The 
hours are 9 a.m. through 5 
p.m. on May 1-3 and 9 a.m. 
through 1 p.m. on May 4.

DeAngelis explained the 
event is the Friends’ biggest 
fundraiser of the year with 
books at inexpensive prices, 
with May 3 and 4 as bargain 

days where attendees fill a bag with books for two dol-
lars.

“It’s an opportunity for everyone to clean their book-
shelves, donate books that they’ve read and reread and 
are now ready to give them up

and a chance for everybody to purchase books for 
their home libraries,” DeAngelis said.

DeAngelis looks forward to seeing her fellow volun-
teers and interacting with customers at the event.

“I find that I go to these book sales and end up with a 
list of books that maybe I’d like to read and I find them. 
It’s a chance for me, after I read them, to recycle them, so 
we’re having a good time with reading, which is always a 
wonderful pastime,” DeAngelis said.

DeAngelis was touched by the breakfast, saying the 
town is fortunate to have many people give of their time.

“It’s not taking time out. It’s giving of yourself to the 
community. The library here gets a lot out of the vol-
unteers,” DeAngelis said. “Anybody that volunteers here 
gets a lot back internally.”

Bell wants the community to know the library is al-
ways looking for volunteers, encouraging them to reach 
out to Wesolowski or a Friends board member about their 
gardening and fundraiser opportunities.

For volunteering in the library, the next training takes 
place in June.

“We’re happy to do it. We’re happy to have all these 
folks supporting us,” Bell said.

DeAngelis encourages the community to support the 
library and volunteer.

“Come join us. Come be a volunteer, help out. Give an 
hour a week. It’s not a big time commitment,” DeAngelis 
said.

WPL from page 1

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Attendees partake in the breakfast spread during the 
Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast at the Wilbraham 
Public Library on April 13.

Cheryl Wesolowski, a member of the Library Board 
of Trustees, provides remarks during the Volunteer 
Appreciation Breakfast at the Wilbraham Public Library.

A crowd shot of attendees enjoying breakfast and 
conversation during the Volunteer Appreciation 
Breakfast at the Wilbraham Public Library.

From the left, Melissa Carney, Carole Alderman and Kay 
Guilbault smile for a group photo during the Volunteer 
Appreciation Breakfast at the Wilbraham Public Library.

A volunteer-themed bookmark and a form 
to do a bookplate in a library book were 
the gifts volunteers received during the 
Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast at the 

Wilbraham Public Library. There was also a 
plant centerpiece giveaway at the event.

Close-up shots of the blueberry coffee cake and cherry 
cheese danish enjoyed by attendees.
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POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades
New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 • www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,  
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and 

everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

413-244-1943
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

Affordable Waste SolutionsAffordable Waste Solutions
Your Hometown Provider for 

Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR
GREAT SERVICE

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm

Sun. closed

2 Convenient 
Locations

413-736-5476  •  parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

Ask about 
special pricing 

for first 
responders

15% OFF 
DRY CLEANING 

when you 
pre-pay!

3.5” x 2”

MKT-5894N-A > edwardjones.com

Christopher O'Connor 
Financial Advisor

2141 Boston Rd Suite G 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 
413-596-6875
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MKT-5894N-A > edwardjones.com

Christopher O'Connor 
Financial Advisor

2141 Boston Rd Suite G 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 
413-596-6875

Christopher 
O’Connor
Financial Advisor

2141 Boston Rd Suite G
Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-6875

What does it mean
to be rich?
Maybe it’s less about 
a magic number 
and more about 
discovering 
the magic in life.

Let’s review 
your goals.

edwardjones.com/findyourrich
Member SIPC
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discuss the implications of that further, 
there’s an opportunity to do that,” Pro-
vost said.

Sherill Caruana asked about the 
grade levels that would be affected and 
the class sizes, with Chair Michal Bou-
dreau replying second grade “current-
ly” and Provost looking up enrollment 
numbers for this month, comprising 52 
students.

“They are currently spread over 
three classes. Those same 52 would go 
into two classes, so that would be start-
ing with 26 per class,” Provost said.

Caruana next asked about the teach-
ers.

“What happens to the job of the 
teacher whose job will be distin-
guished?” Caruana said.

Provost said, “We don’t know what 
would happen.”

“Certainly, there are sometimes op-
portunities for people to move to other 
positions within the district,” Provost 
said. “I don’t know there would be, nec-
essarily, any automatic bumping that 
was created by that, but certainly, there 
would be a reduction in force, there 
would be one less position and whoev-
er is in that position would either have 
to find another job within the district or 
another job somewhere else.”

William Bontempi said there were 
three teachers at the second-grade level 
currently.

“This obviously comes down to 
money, right? So where is the salary 
coming from for that third teacher for 
this year?” Bontempi said.

Aaron Osborne, assistant super-
intendent for finance, operations and 
human resources, explained the district 
absorbs that position.

“One of the things we authored last 
year was that we would put up 11 school 
choice seats in that class, the committee 
agreed to that,” Osborne said. “We were 

only able to fill four of those seats, so 
we have a shortfall in funding that po-
sition. We had a shortfall, we absorbed 
that cost, but in this year’s budget we 
can’t absorb that cost, so the effort in 
this case was to spread those seats out 
a little bit.”

Bontempi called this “a slippery 
slope” and “new territory” for the com-
mittee and district.

“We’ve never used school choice as 
a way to support the addition of teach-
ers. We did last year with the assistant 
principal position here, but we’ve al-
ways done it to fill space,” Bontempi 
said.

Bontempi exercised caution to the 
committee because “we are now adding 
school choice to basically fund a posi-
tion.”

“With only four people coming in, 
that’s $20,000,” Bontempi said. “One 
of the things that we’ve talked about 
with school choice is that we’re never 
accepting school choice children and 
then using that money to turn around to 
add teachers, which we’re kind of doing 
here, and I think that’s a slippery slope 
because it changes the measure of how 
we’ve looked at school choice up until 
this point.”

Bontempi added how the committee 
has told the towns that school choice 
isn’t impacting the budget “at all be-
cause these are spaces that would just 
otherwise remain empty,” but here, “the 
need to add all these elementary school 
positions are to basically fund another 
teacher.”

Michael Tirabassi addressed over-
crowding concerns.

“We can’t say we’re overcrowded 
in the middle school and then go ac-
cepting school choice students into the 
grade schools. We just can’t. It’s either 
we need more students in the school 
district or we’re overcrowded in the 
middle school,” Tirabassi said.

Tirabassi encouraged the committee 

to find a way to keep the third teacher 
and absorb them into the budget.

“That would be my thought. Maybe 
we don’t buy as many new projectors. 
I think a living, breathing teacher is a 
lot more valuable than projectors,” Ti-
rabassi said.

Caruana agreed with Tirabassi, add-
ing a clarification about the fiscal side.

“I don’t see it as fiscal, I see it as 
educational,” Caruana said.

Boudreau then provided a review of 
the available seats.

“At Green Meadows, we’re looking 
for two choice seats and there were two 
METCO seats. Grade two, we were 
looking for three choice seats. Green 
Meadows grade four, we were look-
ing for three choice seats. Soule Road, 
we were looking at nine choice seats,” 
Boudreau said.

Vice Chair Sean Kennedy wondered 
about the seats for Soule Road for grade 
four or under, with Osborne reviewing 
that information.

“That number would come up to 
154, so that would be 22 in a class,” Os-
borne said.

Lisa Murray shared how “small class 
sizes are better,” but agreed it should 
not be funded with school choice.

“I feel like there’s other ways that 
it could be manipulated to have a third 
teacher if need to be, but I just can’t 
agree to it when the middle school is 
built right now,” Murray said.

After further discussion, the motion 
to approve eight school choice seats at 
Green Meadows Elementary School, 
but not approve the nine at Soule Road 
Elementary School was presented but 
did not receive a second.

After Tirabassi suggested review-
ing the budget before moving forward 
on the available seats, the Elementary 
School Grades Choice vote was tabled 
6-0 pending further review.

Healthy Kids Day 
at the Scantic 
Valley YMCA 

WILBRAHAM - The YMCA sets kids up 
for success this summer at Healthy Kids Day! 

Free and open to the public, this annual 
event features a day of fun-filled activities to 
celebrate kids being kids.

The Scantic Valley Y is hosting the Y’s an-
nual Healthy Kids Day® on Saturday, April 20 
from 10 a.m. to Noon located at 45 Post Office 
Park in Wilbraham. This event features a vari-
ety of family-friendly activities to encourage 
healthy kids, healthy families, and a healthy 
start to the summer season.

“It is so important for kids to stay active 
over the summer, both physically and men-
tally,” said Deb Kelder, Executive Director at 
the Scantic Valley Y. “At the Y, we believe in 
providing resources to families to ensure that 
their children have access to what they need 
to reach their full potential, no matter the time 
of year. Healthy Kids Day is a fun, free com-
munity-wide event that encourages families 
to take advantage of all the great summer re-
sources that the Y, and other local, like-minded 
organizations, has to offer.”   

For more information, contact the Scantic 
Valley YMCA at 413.596.2749.

SCHOOL from page 1

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you saw 

their ad in the

Wilbraham-Hampden Times
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Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri-
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to dzbierski@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly 

correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor-
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito-
rial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu-
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hamp-
den TIMES is published ev-
ery Thursday by Turley Pub-
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho-
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos.
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Letters to the Editor

VIEWPOINTS

It was so much fun to be outdoors on 
Easter Sunday.  

I enjoyed just sitting on the deck, 
talking with family and moseying around 
the yard while the little kids enjoyed an 
Easter egg hunt. It’s funny that being out-
side is one of those things that once you do 
it, you want to do it more often.  

It got me thinking of some of the tasks 
back home I have to do to get the gardens 
ship-shape.

One of the tasks concerns my aspara-
gus bed. The grocery stores are teasing us 
lately, with spears from Mexico making an 
appearance in the sales circular.  

I usually hold off buying it, preferring my 
home-grown to anything store-bought. I never 
did get to cut back the foliage in the fall after 
the first frost.  

Presently, its laying down in the beds, 
making a catch-all for leaves. I’ll to get in there 
with a pair of sharp clippers, cutting away the 
foliage, then with a rake to further tidy up.  

Once complete, I’ll sprinkle lime on the 
beds, followed by some compost, since aspara-
gus prefers fertile soil on the alkaline side.  

It’ll be a few weeks still before the spears 
start to poke through the surface. Since my 
beds are several years old at this point, I will 
be able to harvest for a good eight weeks.  

Be on the look-out for the asparagus beetle 
midstream and the black eggs that are laid hor-
izontally shortly thereafter, usually apparent 
on the upper portion of the spears. I monitor 
my beds often and flick the bugs into a yogurt 

container of soapy water while squishing the 
eggs in-situ.  

I don’t do more than that in terms of pest 
control and I’m able to keep populations down.  

Weeds are another foe. It’s important to 
keep the beds weeded – especially free of pe-
rennial grasses, and you will likely have a pro-
ductive asparagus patch for decades to come.

I usually harvest asparagus with a knife, 
so that the cut is clean. If the spear has gotten 
a bit too tall, but the buds haven’t opened too 
much, I will still harvest it at the appropriate 
length of 6-8” long, and cut the rest of the stem 
off at ground level.  

If the buds have opened and are too far 
gone to be edible (at least in terms of looking 
like traditional asparagus) I will just allow the 
foliage to grow, figuring that the photosynthe-
sizing will benefit the roots in the long run, just 
as later foliage does after the harvest period is 
over. I usually let really skinny spears go to 

foliage as well – they are usually kind of 
tough.  

Speaking of tough, what about those 
really thick spears, the kind that are 
“thumb-thick?” 

If you notice the base of these spears 
to be woody and tough in appearance, get 
out the potato peeler and remove the outer 
skin, revealing a much more tender interior 
portion. An old friend taught me this trick, 
and it works out pretty well. 

I’d be in remiss if I didn’t address the 
stinky smell associated with eating aspar-
agus. 
Yesiree, it can happen even 15 minutes 

after ingesting it. Use the bathroom and voila, 
your urine will have a pungent, asparagus-like 
smell. Only maybe worse.  

Our bodies convert asparagusic acid into 
sulfur-containing chemicals that are volatile 
enough to fly from the toilet up your nose, that 
is, if you have the ability to perceive it. Some 
people don’t.  

Call them lucky, perhaps.  I consider my-
self lucky to have such an amazing vegetable 
growing right in my backyard, stinky or not.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 31 years she has 
held the position of staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to pouimette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the subject line.  

Asparagus plants- upkeep, harvest and oddities

Election letters to the 
editor welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times welcomes 
readers to participate in this year’s election cam-
paigns by writing letters to the editor for publication 
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates on the ballot 
or discussing campaign issues should be sent to 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, care of Turley Publi-
cations, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-289-1977 or emailed to krivers@turley.com. 
Please include a daytime telephone number for veri-
fication purposes (it will not be printed). Letters must 
be received by noon Monday to be considered for 
that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will be 
printed. No letters written by candidates supporting 
their own candidacy will be printed. If the volume of 
letters received is larger than the space available in 
the newspaper, or if the letters become repetitive, 
the newspaper reserves the right to print a represen-
tative sample. No endorsement letters will be printed 
in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor at 413-
283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the newspa-

per plans to print stories about contested races for 
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attorney 
and Governor’s Council during the weeks leading up 
to the election, as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to all candi-
dates, no political press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their 
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact advertis-
ing, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in Wilbra-
ham-Hampden Times.

To the Editor:

I urge our community to vote 
“No” on the proposed $6.6 million 
expansion of the Hampden Senior 
Center.  While I support the reno-
vation and some expansion of our 
senior center, the current proposal 
is not a prudent use of our resourc-
es.

The Selectmen appointed a 
committee with the charge of eval-
uating options for renovation and 
possible expansion of the existing 
building.  However, the proposal 

suggests a significant departure 
from this initial plan.  The pro-
posed project aims to nearly dou-
ble the size of the center despite 
the fact that the Hampden Senior 
Center is open only 30 hours a 
week and the population of our 
town has decreased over the past 
25 years. This expansion includes 
reconfiguring most of the existing 
infrastructure. 

With only 37% of Hampden 
seniors* utilizing the center, it 
calls into question whether a $6.6 
million investment in expansion is 

justified.
The proposed override article 

is not a responsible use of tax-
payer money.  We must prioritize 
projects that offer the most bene-
fit to our community while being 
mindful of fiscal responsibility.  
While supporting our Hampden 
seniors is crucial, we must ensure 
that we do so in a manner that is 
both cost effective and efficient.

I urge my fellow communi-
ty members to carefully consider 
these points and to vote against the 
override article for the Hampden 

Senior Center construction proj-
ect, both at Town Meeting on May 
13th and at the override election 
on May 20th.  Vote “NO”.

Thank you.
Duane Mosier, Hampden 

Sources:
*750 seniors in Hampden: 
source, 2020 census; 37%, 

Hampden Sr Ctr database provid-
ed to Building Committee

Vote ‘No’ on Hampden Senior Center expansion

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by
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Parents, Parents, 
GrandparentsGrandparents

& Friends& Friends
SPECIALSPECIAL

2 x 3 AdvertisementWe are offering a great deal for you to celebrate your 
graduate in your community graduation issue.

Submit a photo and a brief message.

2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad
Regular Price $76.00
SPECIAL $55.00

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 23rd
EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
jwalker@turley.com

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 

Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS   •   24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069   •   413.283.8393

Congratulations
Carrie Smith
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College.

Love Dad. Mom & John

SAMPLE

Honor Your Graduate
HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

CongratulationsCongratulations

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - After the Gov-
ernment Study Committee held 
its latest community forum at 
the Town House Auditorium on 
April 4, we’re taking a closer 
look at the recommended town 
warrant articles and other rec-
ommendations.

The report’s town warrant 
recommendations are changing 
the number of members from 
three to five for the Board of Se-
lectmen, the Board of Selectmen 
changing their name to Select-
board, changing the town clerk, 
treasurer and town collector 
roles from elected to appointed, 
combining the town collector 
and treasurer positions into one 
and enabling electronic, hand-
held voting for town meetings.

Other recommendations are 
defining the role of Board of the 
Selectmen and the town admin-
istrator.

Board of Selectmen: Three 
members to five

First, the Board of Selectmen 
is comprised of three members, 
currently. If the number of mem-
bers increases to five, it would 
follow similar trends many 
towns have taken on.

As the GSC heard from 
residents on both sides and re-
searched other towns similar to 
Hampden in organizing their re-
port, the thoughts included how 
easier it is to obtain a consensus 
with three members, creating a 

broader representation and di-
versity of viewpoints if there 
were five members and having 
five members would allow any 
two Selectmen to discuss an is-
sue without Open Meeting Law 
violation concerns.

“Debate and decision-mak-
ing would be more spirited and 
dynamic. A single member 
would need to convince at least 
two members to take an action,” 
the report reads.

On how the number of mem-
bers would affect town candi-
dates running for the position, 
the report stated an advantage 
would be how it “might attract 
more candidates to run as the 
workload and time commitment 
might be less,” while a disadvan-
tage is concerns around “there 
won’t be interested residents 
willing to run for the additional 
two seats.”

The important item to note 
is this would be put on the 2025 
town election ballot if passed at 
the 2024 Annual Town Meeting.

From there, if placed on the 
town election ballot, three new 
selectmen would be voted in to 
serve alongside two of the mem-
bers not up for election that year: 
one for a one-year term, one 
for two years and one for three 
years.

After each term ends, the 
successors would be elected for 
three-year terms.

Board of Selectmen to Select-
board name change 

Second, the town’s govern-
ment is known as the Board of 

Selectmen, established in the 
town bylaws. A warrant arti-
cle would need to be presented 
and approved for the town and 
Zoning bylaws to be changed to 
reflect the new name of Select-
board and Selectboard member.

Wilbraham is a recent exam-
ple of changing from Board of 
Selectmen to Select Board.

“Simply stated, times have 
changed. There have been sev-
eral female Hampden Select-
men over the decades since the 
Town’s founding and, presum-
ably, there will be more,” the re-
port reads. “It may seem a minor 
issue, but we do not want to dis-
courage anyone from running for 
the position in the future.”

The timing of this item to be 
voted on is stated as follows.

“Timing for notices and 
scheduling of a public meeting 
by the Planning Board may not 
allow this warrant article for 
the May 2024 meeting. If this 
is the case, we recommend it be 
put before the town at (the) Fall 
2024 Special Town Meeting,” 
the report reads.

BOS Role Definition
Outside of town warrant arti-

cles, one recommendation from 
the GSC is the Board of Select-
men’s role would be defined to 
have them “only involve itself 
in administration and person-
nel issues when necessary” and 
“should focus on reviewing per-
formance of key management, 
participating in and guiding the 
planning and implementation of 
a long-range plan and addressing 

core structural issues.”
“The board should continue 

to exercise management authori-
ty over Town business, including 
approving the Town’s proposed 
operating budget, appointing 
employees, approving contrac-
tual agreements as per its obli-
gation to the town, set policy, 
decide strategic direction and 
planning and implementation 
of a long-range plan, and work 
through the town administrator. 
Day-to-day management should 
be delegated to the town admin-
istrator,” the report reads.

The GSC recommended this 
be added to the town’s gener-
al bylaws along with the next 
GSC further examining the role 
of each board member’s assign-
ments as liaisons and its impact 
on government and community.

Town Administrator: better 
defining the role, responsibili-
ties, and authority

The next recommendation 
concerns the town administrator. 
The town of Hampden recently 
hired a new town administrator, 
Brian Domina, after the retire-
ment of longtime Town Admin-
istrator Bob Markel.

Before the hiring, the GSC 
was already working on how to 
better define the town adminis-
trator role and its responsibili-
ties, including supervising daily 
operations, budgetary and finan-
cial oversight and personnel ad-
ministration.

The committee’s findings 
also included a better under-
standing of daytime and night-
time government, with daytime 

about the town administrator 
and those who work full-time in 
the town hall during the day and 
nighttime for governing bodies 
like the Board of Selectmen.

In their findings, one major 
highlight is including Human 
Resources for the responsibili-
ties.

“We heard many times that 
Hampden’s employees lack an 
HR resource. Increased incor-
poration of HR into the town 
administrator’s responsibilities 
should ensure consistent man-
agement for all town employ-
ees,” the report reads.

How town business is con-
ducted would also be consid-
ered in better defining the town 
administrator’s role to help im-
prove the approval process, dif-
ficulties with reporting structure 
and when decisions aren’t issued 
promptly.

“We believe one contributing 
factor to this frustration is a lack 
of clarity in the responsibilities 
and authority of the town admin-
istrator. The GSC discussed at 
length that establishing clearer 
reporting relationships as well 
as lines of authority and respon-
sibilities would help to alleviate 
this frustration,” the report reads. 
“The powers and responsibilities 
of the town administrator should 
be clearly articulated and docu-
mented in a bylaw. Further, the 
board needs to allow the town 
administrator to perform the du-
ties with the authority provided 
the position and for the function-

Government Study Committee report: a closer look

Please see GOVT., page 14
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 CLUES ACROSS
 1. Midway between 

south and 
southeast

  4. For each
  7. Airborne (abbr.)
 10. Photographs
 11. They __
 12. It’s important in 

respiration (abbr.)
 13. Monetary unit
 15. Cool!
 16. A son of Jacob
 19. Cut off
 21. Devour
 23. Agent of one’s 

downfall
 24. Best
 25. Network of nerves
 26. Partner to “oohs”
 27. Origins
 30. Sewing utensil
 34. Alias
 35. Swiss river 
 36. Greek 

mythological figure
 41. Type of whiskey

 45. Lay to rest
 46. “Rule, Britannia” 

composer
 47. Select jury
 50. Feeling
 54. Action regarded as 

morally wrong
 55. Makes angry
 56. Act incorrectly
 57. Defensive nuclear 

weapon
 59. Class of escort 

aircraft carrier
 60. To what degree
 61. Buzzing insect
 62. The human foot
 63. “The Leftovers” 

actress Dowd
 64. A place to stay
 65. Sun up in New 

York

CLUES DOWN
  1. An involuntary 

muscular 
contraction

  2. Earnest

  3. Cuts out surgically
  4. Can’t move
  5. Baseball stat
  6. British soldier
  7. Traditional medicine 

plants
  8. Political party 

controlled by 
managers

  9. Hebrew prophet
 13. Supporter
 14. Relative biological 

effectiveness 
(abbr.)

 17. Liberty Mutual 
mascot

 18. Georgia rockers
 20. A place where 

building is done
 22. Large, deep-bodied 

fish
 27. Clothing retailer
 28. Supplement with 

difficulty
 29. Annoy constantly
 31. Founder of Babism
 32. Indigenous person 

in parts of Asia
 33. Sea eagle
 37. Leave behind
 38. Time of day
 39. Colorless 

crystalline 
compound

 40. They lay out course 
requirements

 41. A diamond has 
three

 42. Algerian coastal 
city

 43. Remove cover
 44. Rechristened
 47. Distinctive practice
 48. Defunct phone 

company
 49. Turkish officer of 

high rank
 51. Eliminate from the 

body
 52. Witness
 53. Soviet Socialist 

Republic
 58. Founding Father 

Franklin

OBITUARIES

Death 
Notices

James P. Connors
Died on

March 21, 2024
Services April 27, 2024

Wilbraham Funeral 
Home 

Leonor Díaz de Ariza
Died March 23, 2024
Services are private.

James Phillip Connors
January 18, 1934 - March 21, 2024

Leonor Díaz de 
Ariza, 104, passed away 
peacefully on March 
23, 2024.  She was the 
loving wife of the late 
Antonio Ariza Tapias, 
and the fifth of seven 
children (deceased) of 
the late Bernabé Díaz 
and Olimpia Murillo 
de Díaz. She was born 
in Oiba, Santander, Co-
lombia, on Oct 1, 1919. Leonor 
is survived by her three loving 
children: Angel de Jesús Ariza 
Díaz and wife Ana Beiba Gal-
vis, Javier Antonio Ariza Díaz 
and wife Nelly Herrera, and Luz 
Smith Bearse and husband Steven 
Bearse; her ten cherished grand-
children: Angel Darley Ariza M., 
Edgardo de Jesús Ariza M., Wil-
son Alexis Ariza M., Rommel 
Armando Ariza M., David Ariza 
G., Katherin Milena Ariza H., 
Sheila Viviana Ariza H., Mónica 
Alexandra Ariza H., Diego Mar-
tinez, and Adriana Marie Bearse; 
fourteen great-grandchildren: 

Roosevelt, Edith, Hen-
derson, Daniela, Bry-
an, Shirley, Kimberly, 
Elizabeth, Camila, Es-
thefany, Javier, Dan-
iel, Jessica and Danna; 
eight great-great-grand-
children; and one great-
great-great-grandchild. 
Leonor was a parishio-
ner of Saint Cecilia’s 
Parish in Wilbraham. 

She was a very friendly, caring 
person who loved praying and 
spending time reading her Bible. 
Leonor had a great memory. At 
103 years old she was still able 
to pray Psalms 91 and 23 among 
many other prayers that she had 
perfectly memorized. She also 
enjoyed telling histories from 
her past, reciting poems that she 
learned since she was seven years 
old, listening to Colombian mu-
sic, crocheting, embroidering 
and cooking. She will be great-
ly missed by all her family and 
friends and she will always be in 
our hearts. All services are private.  

James P. Connors, 
aged 90, of Wilbraham, 
Massachusetts, passed 
away on March 21, 2024.

Jim was born in 
Springfield, Massachu-
setts on January 18, 
1934, to Joseph and 
Mary Connors as the 
youngest of 13 siblings. 
He graduated from Ca-
thedral High School before en-
listing in the Navy in 1956. At 
age 21, he married the love of 
his life, Gabrielle Connors (née 
Marchand), and went on to raise 
two beautiful daughters together. 

Jim spent many years working 
as a Union Officer for the United 
States Postal Service in Wash-
ington, DC before returning to 
Wilbraham. A frequent traveler, 
Jim fulfilled his lifelong dream 
of exploring the Emerald Isles 
of Ireland in a once-in-a-lifetime 
international adventure. In 2018, 
he relocated to sunny Tequesta, 
Florida, where he lived until the 
end of his life.

A devout Catholic, Jim was 
an active member of St. Cecilia’s 
Church in Wilbraham for many 
years and made many lasting con-
nections with fellow parishioners 
from the church. After his move 
to Florida, he became a member 
of St. Jude’s Catholic Church 
where he continued to grow in 
his faith and expand his circle of 
friends.

Jim was known for his phe-
nomenal cooking, his fun-loving 
attitude, his endless generosity 

and the love he had for 
his family and friends. 
He loved to play cards 
with his buddies, tend 
to the beautiful flower 
garden in his yard, host 
dinner gatherings at his 
home and watch his fa-
vorite sports teams on 
TV.

Jim was preceded in 
death by his beloved wife, Ga-
brielle; his parents, Mary and 
Joseph; and his older siblings. 
He is survived by his daughters 
and their spouses, Lynne Connors 
(James Barrett) and Dawn Con-
nors (Vincent Washington); his 
granddaughters, Elizabeth Barrett 
and Sarah Washington; his many 
nieces and nephews; and count-
less close friends and loved ones 
who will miss him and cherish his 
memory.

A Memorial Mass to celebrate 
the life of James P. Connors will 
be held on Saturday, April 27, 
2024 at St. Cecilia’s Church in 
Wilbraham at 10 a.m. Follow-
ing the Mass, family and close 
friends are invited to a lunch re-
ception at La Cucina di Hampden 
House in Hampden at Noon. Wil-
braham Funeral Home is assist-
ing the family.

In lieu of flowers, please con-
sider making a charitable do-
nation to St. Jude’s Children’s 
Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, 
Memphis, TN 38105-9959 or on-
line at www.stjude.org in memo-
ry of James P. Connors.

Leonor Díaz de Ariza
1919-2024

HAMPDEN – The Hampden 
Public Library will be hosting 
their annual Earth Day Eco-Expo 
beginning at Noon on April 20.

The event features useful re-
cycling and gardening tips, edu-
cational games and activities and 
lots of eco-friendly giveaways to 
help the whole family live more 
sustainably! This is your opportu-
nity to “talk trash” with industry 
professionals and local eco-en-
thusiasts. We’ll cover all things 
sustainability, including swap-
ping single-use for zero-waste, 
recycling food scraps, propagat-
ing plants and more—you won’t 
want to miss it! 

Town departments include the 
Hampden Public Library, Friends 
of the Hampden Public Library, 
the Hampden Garden Club, Park 
& Rec, the Hampden Conserva-
tion Commission, the Hampden 
Senior Center, Hampden Board 
of Health and the Hampden Fire 
Department. 

The activities include solar 

oven and solar generator demon-
strations, a BagShare sewing 
workshop and vendors such as 
Ferrindino Maple, Common-
wealth Sustainability, Honey 
Bear Tea, Lee’s Bees, Richard 
Muse doing wood crafting, Mark 
Gurney with clay creations, local 
author Sandra Howell, Mindy 
Meeker with massage, ArborTech 
Tree, D & R Farm with baked 
goods and produce and Forastiere 
with green burials. 

Also, an opportunity to meet 
the Mass Audubon Society mas-
cot, Peta the turtle!

Free refillable water bottles 
from Hampden Public Library, 
sprout seed pencils from the 
Hampden Garden Club and sap-
lings from ArborTech Tree Ser-
vices are available while supplies 
last.

To learn more, visit www.
hampden-library.org/events/
earth-day-eco-expo/.

Hampden Public Library 
hosting Earth Day Eco-Expo

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Wilbraham-Hampden Times
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Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

Fax: 413-267-3496
Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

www.richardgreeninsurance.com

• AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE

32 Somers Rd. 
Hampden, MA

566-0028

128 Main St.
Monson, MA

267-3495

Two Locations:

Please Visit Our Website For an 
Auto, Homeowners, or Life Insurance Quotes

• Great Locations • Registry Service
• Quotes Gladly Given • We Make Housecalls

ple drop off their donations.
“Every car, totally full, which is won-

derful. It seems like the people wait for 
an event like this. I hope to have another 
one in October because there is a need at 
that time of year. It’s spring cleaning and 
it’s fall cleaning,” Shea said. “Helps us as 
a fundraiser for the senior center building 
and it, also, helps the clients that come in. 
It helps find a place to be to donate their 
things and they know they’re going to a 
very good place.”

Shea elaborated on the building fund, 
which will be presented to the community 
during the Annual Town Meeting on May 
13.

“We need an addition to the senior 
center. We are overfull and we are look-
ing to put (an) addition on so that we can 
spread out, have more events and be able 
to have a bit more storage space,” Shea 
said.

Shea added if the fund receives sup-
port from two-thirds of the town, it will 
also go on the ballot for a final vote during 
the May 20 election.

“Hopefully, we will be able to contin-
ue and start working on bigger things for 
the building fund,” Shea said.

Shea expressed appreciation to the 

senior center, her family and the Friends 
of Hampden Senior Citizens for their sup-
port.

“They come in and they help at every 
event. Not only mine but whether it’s a 
dinner, we all work together,” Shea said.

Shea was also thankful for the volun-
teers, having several people work with her 
to guide cars to the parking lot or to help 
empty cars of the donations.

“We need the volunteers to help and 
that’s part of what we do,” Shea said. 
“People love to come and be here and 
help.”

Shea wants the community to know 
how much she appreciates their support 
by attending events, spreading the word 
or volunteering their time.

“There’s many fundraisers, whether 
it’s a dinner, whether it’s a breakfast, we 
have many fundraisers that do support 
different areas of the senior center,” Shea 
said.

Shea’s message to the donors was this.
“My message is thank you for com-

ing. I really appreciate the support, I ap-
preciate everyone remembering it’s taking 
place today from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and it’s 
a wonderful fundraiser and I do appreci-
ate the bin, all the donations that people 
give,” Shea said.

Shea added the Hartsprings bin will 

be outside the senior center for anyone to 
drop off their donations at any time.

“If you have something that is too 
large that you can’t fit in the bin or it’s 
breakable, you can leave it at the senior 
center. Tell the girls in the office, they let 

me know,” Shea said. “We can either help 
them pick it up or they can drop it off at 
my house.”

To learn more, contact Shea at 413-
566-8224.

HARTSPRING from page 1

A resident drops off donations as Joan Shea, vice 
president of the Friends of Hampden Senior Citizens, 
talks with her during the Hartsprings Drive at the 
Hampden Senior Center on April 6.

Domenic Fantone brings 
over donations as Adriano 

dos Santos watches 
during the Hartsprings 
Drive at the Hampden 

Senior Center.

Claudia Kapinos guides a driver to the Hampden Senior 
Center parking lot during the Hartsprings Drive on April 6.

Linda Nichols holds a bag of donations as she volunteers 
during the Hartsprings Drive at the Hampden Senior 
Center.

A close-up of some 
of the cars driving 
in to drop off their 
donations during the 
Hartsprings Drive at 
the Hampden Senior 
Center.
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Direct Care Workers – No Experience Required – Training will be provided
(Must be at least 18 years old or older and possess current and valid Class D Motor Vehicle Operator’s License)

Full-time, Part-time and Seasonal Summer positions

We Offer Shift Differential, Health Insurance, Basic Life Insurance,
Optional Life Insurance, Dental and Vision, 12 Paid Holidays, Tuition Benefit,

Exceptional Retirement Savings Plan, Vacation, Sick Time Accrual and Personal Days,
Long and Short-Term Disability Insurances, Professional Development and Continuing Education,

Educational and Bilingual incentives, Employee Assistance Program (EAP)

More Than Just A Job, We Offer An Opportunity To Grow

Apply today at: https://www.mass.gov/dds-careers

DDS is an Equal Opportunity / Affirmative Action Employer. Females, minorities, veterans, and persons with disabilities are strongly encouraged to apply. Reasonable Accommodation: If you require an ADA accommodation, please contact 
Ferdousi Faruque, at (857) 301-2416 or email at Ferdousi.Faruque@mass.gov Ferdousi must receive your request for an accommodation no later than two weeks prior to the date of this event. For those who request an accommodation after 
this date, every effort will be made to provide a reasonable accommodation; however, we may not be able to do so given potential time constraints. COVID Vaccine: As a condition of employment, depending on job assignment and location, 
employees may be required to have received COVID-19 vaccination and/or other vaccinations, or to have been approved for a vaccination exemption prior to their start date. Finalists for these positions will be provided details about the 
verification or exemption process. Candidates with questions on vaccination requirements should contact the diversity officer listed on the posting for additional information.

NOW HIRING!!!
Central and Western Mass

Direct Care Workers (Starting rate $21.44/hr.) 
and LPNs (Starting rate $34.16/hr.)

By Harrison Giza
Staff Writer

hgiza@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - School Com-
mittee came together on April 4 for 
a follow-up discussion on the future 
of a maple tree on the tree belt of the 
access road to Stony Hill Elementary 
School. 

Superintendent Dr. John Provost 
began the discussion by re-
minding attendees about the 
assessment of the tree, po-
tential risks associated with 
its removal as as well as es-
timates for both pruning and 
general removal.

“I reached out to (Town 
Administrator) Nick (Breault) 
to ask if this matter had been 
taken up by the Select Board,” 
Provost said. “As you recall, 
he had a proposal to, essen-
tially, cost share the expenses 
of either removal or mitigation of 
tree danger with the School Com-
mittee. He said that they did not have 
a formal posted meeting, but he did 
express a sense of the Select Board 
that they were amendable to that. I 
had asked if they had a preference 
for either removal or pruning. He 
said they did not.”

School Committee member Mi-
chael Tirabassi shared his thoughts. 

“I mean, I went through the re-
port, and it looks like a healthy sugar 
maple tree,” Tirabassi said. “I don’t 
really think there should be any 
consideration towards its removal, 
especially when there are whatever 
problems there could be mitigated 
by limbing the tree and putting in a 
support cable.”

Tirabassi then added this thought. 

“I’m also confused as to why 
they’re going to be paying for it from 
the school budget,” Tirabassi said. 
“I just don’t foresee myself being 
able to support that even as a cost 
share because it’s on town land, you 
know? In the future, they want us to 
put a line-item budget in the school 
budget for tree limbing and stuff and 
taking care of bushes on town land. I 
mean, I’d be open to it, but we do not 

have that in the budget right now, so I 
am not willing for any of that money 
to come away from this.”

William Bontempi responded to 
Tirabassi’s concerns, framing them 
with a different perspective.

“If you’re going to deal with a 
problem, I think we should deal with 
a problem and get rid of the tree,” 
Bontempi said. “Otherwise at some 
point down the road we are going to 
be dealing with issues with this tree 
again.”

Vice Chair Sean Kennedy ad-
dressed Bontempi’s thoughts by 
turning the focus back to Tirabassi.

“Other departments, if the police 
department has a tree on their proper-
ty that is affecting a neighbor or any-
thing like that, it is town property,” 
Kennedy said. “Is it the department’s 
responsibility or the town’s respon-
sibility? Do you have any precedent 
order you know nothing about this?”

Tirabassi responded to Kenne-
dy’s questions with this. 

“You have to understand,” 
Tirabassi said. “When you’re 
on (Finance Committee), on a 
given night, you may have your 
budget from two or three major 
departments of the town, hun-
dreds of line items and they go 
through it all line by line… so I 
might not totally say that I may 
not remember something, but I 
don’t remember any line items 
or budgets or tree removals or 
tree limbing other than the tree 
warden budget which was for 
that now.”

Bontempi later shared why he 
brought up his proposal.

“You know I love trees too,” Bon-
tempi said. “I don’t think you’re go-
ing to get enough I don’t think draw 
a sap off one sugar maple to make 
a gown. Think even a couple maple 
syrup… but I will say that you know, 
being a tree lover, I just think that, 
let the town make their decision, you 
know? If they want to spend $900 to 
prune it in three years they’re going 
to go back and start pruning it again. 
That’s their money, they can spend it 
that way, but I mean it’s theirs… and 
Sean’s point is 100% correct.”

The motion to send the proposal 
to the Select Board to pay for the re-
moval of the tree carried 6-0.

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers
An exterior shot of Stony Hill 
Elementary School in Wilbraham, 
where a “nuisance tree” has been a 
topic of discussion in town.

School Committee continues removal of 
nuisance tree discussion

Register to vote 
in upcoming 
town meeting and 
election

WILBRAHAM - According to Wilbraham Town 
Clerk, Carole J. Tardif, residents who are not reg-
istered voters, who wish to vote in the upcoming 
Town Meeting on Monday, June 3, 2024 and Town 
Election on Saturday, May 18, 2024 must register to 
vote by 5 p.m. on Tuesday, May 7, 2024. Registra-
tion hours are daily 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. On Tuesday, May 7, 2024, the last 
day to register, we will be open from 8:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Voter registrations can also be dropped in our 
drop box located behind Town Hall, 240 Springfield 
St., or can be done online at registertovotema.com. 
Please contact the Wilbraham Town Clerk’s Office if 
you have any questions at 596-2800, ext 200.

New Wilbraham Senior 
Center celebrates grand 
opening April 20

WILBRAHAM – The new Wilbraham Senior 
Center will be celebrating its grand opening to the 
public with a ribbon-cutting ceremony at 10 a.m. on 
April 20. 

Following this, there will be an open house until 
1 p.m. Another open house will take place on Sun-
day, April 21, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Both events will take place rain, snow or shine 
on these days. 

The senior center is located at 250 Springfield St. 
behind the Town Hall. 
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE
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2039 Boston Road
Wilbraham

Open: 
Sun.-Wed. 11:30am-9pm

Thurs.-Sat. 11:30am-10pm
~ BAR OPEN LATE ~

413-279-1198 • thelocaltablentap.com

NEW! 
SUNDAY BRUNCH
Every Sunday 10am-2pm

A special brunch menu 
along with our 

regular menu items
Bloody Marys

Mimosas • Peach Bellinis

MONDAY 
NIGHT

SPECIAL
Burger 
& Beer 

$15

PARTIES 
& 

BANQUETS
We can 

accommodate 
25-90 people 

for your 
special event.

DOUBLE POINTS 
TUESDAY!

• Earn 1 point for EVERY dollar you spend!
• Earn $5 CREDIT 

when you reach 200 points!
• Receive email notices 

about special events and discounts
• FREE DESSERT on your birthday week!

JOIN OUR REWARDS 
PROGRAM TODAY!

Just click the widget on our site to join today - 
it’s easy and free!

thelocaltablentap.com

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

Readers are encouraged to send 
in medium to high resolution 

photos for this page by e-mail to 
dzbierski@turley.com or mail to 

TIMES, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Please note that if you send 
us a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 

background. Examples:
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain.

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Photo and caption courtesy of Elaine Holdsworth
The fifth grade Strings and Friends students, joined by Soule Road faculty members, took time out of their 
rehearsal to gaze at the solar eclipse at 3:28 p.m. on Monday April 8. 

Wildlife on Wheels 
Program visits 

Hampden!

The Wildlife on Wheels Program from The 
Zoo in Forest Park and Education Center 

visited Hampden Senior Center on April 10 
for an intergenerational event with seniors 
and the Green Valley Preschool interacting 

with wild animals. The program was 
supported by a grant from the Hampden 

Cultural Council. 
Photos submitted by Diane Marino

Soule Road string students scope out solar eclipse
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Hampden Senior 
Center honors 
volunteers

The Hampden Senior Center held its Annual Recognition Dinner on April 11 to honor their volunteers, including a 
rendition of “Happy Birthday” to Joyce Burt, who turned 96 years old on April 12, remarks from Executive Director 
Rebecca Moriarty, a performance by Alexander Sawicki of Magic Al the Magician and a full dinner with bee-themed 
cupcakes with vanilla buttercream. The celebration emphasized the importance of volunteering at the senior center 
and giving back to the community.   Photos submitted by Diane Marino
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Climate Controlled Units 
Available

Units & Sizes Available:
Climate Controlled 5x10/10x10

Regular Units 5x10/10x10/10x15/10x20/10x30

Outside Parking Spaces Also 
Available for Boats, RVs, Trailers, Etc.

New Owners

LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham 
Community Garden proudly announces 
the 14th Annual “Plowing the Commu-
nity Garden” event. This event will take 
place on Saturday, May 4 from 11:00 
a.m. - 3 p.m. at the Wilbraham Com-
munity Garden located at 700 Monson 
Rd. in Wilbraham. There will be several 
teams of Draft Horses & Oxen including 
Hickory Hollow Working Steers, Mainely 
Drafts and Cedar Knoll Farm preparing 
the soil the slow old fashioned way utiliz-

ing walking and riding plows. The list of 
local vendors grows every day including 
Little Oak Farm, Bryan Haleys Sauces 
and S & S Handmade Soap. Danas Main 
Street Tavern Food Truck will be on-site 
for lunch items for sale and the musical 
entertainment will be brought to you by 
The Murpyzs. Bring your camera and a 
chair and join us for a wonderful event. 
For more information or to be a vendor, 
please call Melissa Graves in the Conser-
vation office at 596-2800, ext. 204.           

Photo submitted by Melissa Graves

Wilbraham Community Garden 
announces 14th Annual ‘Plowing 
the Community Garden’ event

Troy Sanders 
matches into 
Interventional 
Radiology at 
Brown University 

WILBRAHAM - Troy Sanders, a 
2012 Minnechaug graduate, matched 
into Interventional Radiology at 
Brown! He will attend UMass Med 
for General Surgery for his intern 
year and then Brown University Hos-
pital RI for five years of residency! 
Proud parents are David and Marcie 
Sanders and sister Courtney Sanders 
Knapik DMD. Photo submitted by Marcie Sanders

ing of day-to-day governance.”

Town Government Positions: 
Elected v. Appointed (Town 

Clerk)
Turning back to the town 

warrant articles, while research-
ing how to fill vacant positions 
in town, the GSC sought input 
from residents on whether town 
government positions should be 
elected or appointed. One factor 
for the discussion was how many 
long-time town employees and 
officials would be retiring and 
wanting to prepare for how to fill 
the positions.

“Filling certain vacancies 
with appointed individuals al-
lows the town to fill the role 
with the best candidate for the 
position by opening the town to 
a larger candidate pool with pro-
fessional experience and with 
specific expertise, capabilities, 
education and work experience 
for the given position,” the report 

reads. “Appointed positions in 
no way will reduce the opportu-
nity for residents to work for the 
town. Appointed positions will 
allow the town to pursue the best 
candidate for the role.”

There are, also, caveats to 
keep in mind.

“Town personnel current-
ly in the above positions shall 
be allowed to finish their terms 
or until they vacate their office 
as noted in the warrant article. 
Conversions would take effect 
in 2025 after current terms are 
complete,” the report reads.

The GSC also recommended 
the next GSC “review in depth 
all elected positions and put 
forth conversion articles where 
it’s deemed appropriate.”

Like the Board of Select-
men member increase, this item 
would, also, become effective in 
2025 upon a positive vote at An-
nual Town Meeting and a posi-
tive vote at the town election.

Combine Town Treasurer and 
Tax Collector Positions

Next, continuing with town 
positions, combining or consol-
idating the town clerk and trea-
surer positions was another rec-
ommendation from the GSC.

Eva Wiseman currently 
serves as the town treasurer and 
tax collector and, as her positions 
aren’t combined or consolidated, 
the committee has considered 
making treasurer a full-time role 
and assuming the responsibili-
ties of the tax collector role, also 
becoming an appointed role as 
opposed to an elected role.

The change would follow 
other state trends.

“Across the Commonwealth, 
these are the two most common 
positions to be combined and 
to become appointed. Com-
munities are finding increased 
efficiencies with this statewide 
trend,” the report reads. “The 
combined Treasurer/Collector 
would be responsible for main-
taining and improving upon the 
efficiency and effectiveness of 
all areas under said direction and 
control. The combining of these 

two departments will enable 
Hampden to use resources effec-
tively, and provide a competitive 
edge in recruiting and maintain-
ing well-qualified personnel.”

Similar to other recommen-
dations, a positive vote at the 
Annual Town Meeting and a 
positive vote on the ballot at the 
town election would move the 
process forward.

Enable Electronic Handheld 
Voting for town meetings
Lastly, enabling electronic 

handheld voting for town meet-
ings has garnered consideration 
after the GSC began researching 
alternate ways to vote. The rec-
ommendation also comes after 
the October 2023 Special Town 
Meeting where a vote on re-
questing approval for $8.57 mil-
lion to install 71 miles of fiber 
optic cable failed by five votes, 
igniting controversy due to res-
idents watching on Zoom could 
not vote.

Enabling electronic handheld 
voting would provide an alter-

nate option.
“Electronic voting at town 

meetings can provide an accu-
rate and quick vote count, and a 
record of how each member vot-
ed. Speed, secrecy and privacy 
of voting is enhanced. Results 
can be displayed immediately 
and published online for public 
review. Handheld electronic vot-
ing has been adopted by a num-
ber of towns across the Com-
monwealth including, locally, 
Longmeadow,” the report reads.

If approved, the bylaw would 
be changed and the handheld 
voting option would go into 
place for the spring 2025 Annual 
Town Meeting.

To learn more
To check out the full report, 

visit www.hampdenma.gov/
sites/g/files/vyhlif656/f/news/
gsc_report_to_hampden_fi-
nal_032024.pdf.

GOVT. from page 7
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SPORTS
Falcons third 
quarter helps 
defeat Agawam

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WILBRAHAM—Less than a minute into the second 
half, the Agawam girls’ lacrosse team was only trailing 
Valley Wheel League rival Minnechaug Regional by a 
goal. 

It didn’t remain a close game for very long. The Lady 
Falcons scored the final five goals of the third period and 
added three more goals during the final period enroute 
to a 16-9 home win over the Brownies, last Thursday af-
ternoon.

“This is a very good win for us,” said Minnechaug 
head coach Maggie Kennedy. “I thought we played very 
well as a team, and this victory moves us a little bit closer 
to the .500 mark.”

Entering the school vacation week, the Lady Falcons 
had a 2-3 overall record and a 1-1 league record.

After losing to Agawam three times in 2022, Min-
nechaug swept the season series a year ago. 

Junior Rylee Welch and senior captain Kaliana Gag-
non each scored five goals for the Lady Falcons in the 
first meeting of the 20024 regular season against the 
Brownies (1-2, 0-1). Five other Lady Falcons players 
scored at least one goal.  

“Having several different goals scorers is huge for 
us,” Kennedy added. “Kaliana and Rylee have been our 
leading scorers so far this season.”

Gagnon entered the school vacation week with a 
team-leading 20 goals, while Welch scored 13 goals in 
the first five games of the regular season.

The other two Lady Falcons senior captains are Bren-
na Slattery, and Ainsley Sheehan. 

The Brownies’ leading scorer was senior captain 
Emma Murray with six goals. She scored three goals in 
each half.      

“We rely on Emma to be one of our leading goal scor-
ers in every game,” said Agawam head coach Carla Lem-
nah-Warner. “She’s also one of our captains. Our cap-
tains are our leaders, but the younger players are starting 
to step up.”   

Alexis Hurley and Angelina Kozhenevsky are the oth-
er two Agawam senior captains.

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande
Kali Gagnon gets ready to fire a shot on goal.

Falcons sweep 
Brownies

WILBRAHAM – Last Tuesday afternoon, Min-
nechaug boys tennis swept Agawam 5-0. The Falcons 
are 1-1 to start the 2024 season.

Kelvin Ohemeng keeps the ball from going out.

Owen Perry catches up to the ball.

Ethan Ray goes for a serve.

Merreck Epperson gets the low hit to keep the ball in 
play.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Josh Lawrence winds up for a serve.

Please see FALCONS, page 17
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Some roster spots 
still open in Quabbin 
Valley Over-28 
Baseball League

Rosters spots are dwindling, but there are still some 
spots available as the Quabbin Valley Over-28 Baseball 
League prepares for its season opener on Sunday, April 
28 featuring three games.

Registration for the 2024 season is now open and any 
interested players can go to www.quabbinvalleybase-
ball.org to get registered, or to seek more information or 
make inquiries about the league. The league website will 
also be updated over the next month with information 
about the upcoming season.

The league plays most Sunday from late April 
through late August with playoffs following that. The 
league plays a 15-game schedule and typically fields six 
teams each year. Games are usually played at 10 a.m. 
with fields in Easthampton and South Hadley used as 
well some expansion to the surrounding area this season. 
The league does not play on Mother’s Day or Memorial 
Day weekends.

The Quabbin Valley league is an all-abilities league 
and all are welcome to join. Eligibility is players who are 
age 28 and over. You must be 30 to be eligible to pitch in 
the league. Your age for eligibility is whatever age you 
will turn in 2024. The league is also able to entertaining 
taking in an entire group as a team to add to the league. 
Please email the league board for to inquire about enter-
ing a team.

WILBRAHAM – Last Tues-
day afternoon, Minnechaug 
baseball rallied in the bottom 
of the seventh, scoring a pair of 
runs. But it was not enough as 
the Falcons fell to Westfield 6-4. 
In the loss, Minnechaug scored 
three unearned runs. Vince 
Chiarizio went 1-for-3 for the 
Falcons’ offense. Minnechaug is 
1-4 to start the season.

Comeback 
falls short 
for
Chaug 
baseball

Sawyer Lisowski 
focuses as he fields 
the grounder to 
second.

Ethan Purcell 
pitches for 

Minnechaug 
during recent 
game action.

Bryce Barlow 
makes the long 

throw to first 
base.

Matthew Nordstrom 
cleanly fields a 

grounder to third 
base.

Turley photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

SPRINGFIELD – The Spring-
field Thunderbirds (30-35-3-2) 
snapped their six-game slide with 
a 4-2 comeback win over the Prov-
idence Bruins (40-20-6-3) on Sun-
day afternoon inside a sold-out 
MassMutual Center, the 19th such 
crowd this season.

The afternoon started rocky, 
as Patrick Brown connected on a 
forehander from the slot area on 
the day’s first shot to give Provi-
dence a 1-0 lead 46 seconds into 
the contest. 

T-Birds starting goaltender 
Colten Ellis put himself into a 
pickle at 9:24 of the first when 
he mishandled a puck to the side 
of his net. After a pair of Bruins 
dislodged it, the third man on the 
attack, rookie Jaxon Nelson, deked 
to the backhand to beat Ellis and 
give Providence a 2-0 advantage. 
It was Nelson’s first professional 
goal. 

Brandon Bussi drew the net for 
the Bruins, and after shutting out 
the T-Birds on March 10, he had 
his sights on duplicating the feat 
on Sunday, holding the T-Birds off 

the board past the midpoint of reg-
ulation.

With their backs against the 
wall, the T-Birds leaned on their 
Man of the Year to jumpstart the 
squad. Off a draw at 13:08 of the 
middle stanza, Drew Callin pushed 
past his opponent to hack a shot to-
ward Bussi’s crease. The normally 
stout netminder sprung a leak this 
time as the puck sneaked under 
his legs to get Springfield on the 
board, cutting the lead to 2-1.

Following matching minors 
and another penalty to the Bru-
ins, Springfield’s man advantage 
earned a 4-on-3 opportunity, and 
the AHL’s leading goal scorer 
made his presence known as Adam 
Gaudette rifled a one-time snapper 
over Bussi’s glove at 14:40, tying 
the score off a perfect cross-ice 
setup by Jakub Vrana. 

Special teams proved para-
mount for Springfield, as the pen-
alty kill went a perfect 5-for-5, 
including two clutch successes in 
the final period. Gaudette provided 
more heroics at 10:32 of the third 
when he skated in on the right 

wing on a 2-on-1 and blistered a 
wrist shot over Bussi’s blocker to 
give the T-Birds a 3-2 lead on his 
44th goal of the season. The two-
goal day for Gaudette was his 12th 
such game this season. 

With Providence clamoring for 
an equalizer in the final minute, 
Callin, rookie Dylan Peterson, and 
Keean Washkurak gutted out a de-
fensive zone sequence to clear their 
end. Washkurak capped things off 
with an empty-netter from the red 
line to give the T-Birds the victory. 

The T-Birds look to earn a sec-
ond straight win over the Bruins 
when they travel to Providence 
for a rematch on Friday night at 
the Amica Mutual Pavilion at 7:05 
p.m.

Win keeps playoff hopes alive for T-Birds

Support the local 
businesses that support
your local newspaper.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Wilbraham Hampden Times
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The first 24 minutes of last 
Thursday’s match was a very close 
affair. 

Both Agawam sophomore goal-
ie Kilee Barna and Minnechaug ju-
nior goalie Nhi Nguyen finished the 
contest with eight saves.

Gagnon and freshman Sophia 
Kozub combined to score the first 
two goals of the opening period, 
which were both unassisted, for the 
home team. 

An unassisted goal by Murray 
put her team on the scoreboard for 
the first time with 3:35 remaining in 
the opening period. 

With less than three minutes 
remaining in the period, a goal by 
Sheehan gave the Lady Falcons a 
two-goal lead again (3-1).  

Agawam tied the score for the 
first time at 3-3 in the middle of 
the second period following back-
to-back free position goals from 
Murray. 

The Lady Falcons responded 
with three unanswered goals from 
junior Ella Sarno, Gagnon, and 
Welch.

With 0.4 seconds remaining 
on the scoreboard clock, Agawam 
sophomore Sarah Kriebel closed 
out the first half with another free 

position goal.
The Brownies, who were trail-

ing, 6-4, at the break, got a little bit 
closer 33 seconds into the third pe-
riod when Murray scored her fourth 
goal, which was unassisted.

After stealing a pass, Gagnon 
scored the Lady Falcons first goal 
of the second half. 

A couple of minutes later, an 
Agawam player received a yellow 
card and was sent to the box for two 
minutes.

The Lady Falcons took full ad-
vantage of the man-up situation, as 
they built a 10-5 lead following two 
goals from Welch and another one 
by Sarno.

“Scoring man-up goals are al-
ways very important,” Kennedy 
said. “It just helped us keep the 
lead.”    

M i n -
nechaug other 
two goals in 
the third period 
were scored by 
senior Mack 
Donahue and 
Gagnon. 

Holding a 
12-5 advan-
tage entering 
the final twelve 
minutes of the 

match, Minnechaug senior Jenna 
Scatolini added her name to the 
scoring column a minute into the 
fourth period.

Agawam tried to make a come-
back with back-to-back goals from 
Kriebel and Murray, which closed 
the gap to 13-7. 

The home team answered back 
with three more goals, which sealed 
their victory. Gagnon scored one of 
those goals and Welch scored the 
other two.

Junior Isabella Spaulding and 
Murray scored the final two goals 
of the match for the visiting team. 

The Brownies will look to even 
the season series when they host the 
Lady Falcons on April 29. 

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande
Ella Sarno takes a close-range shot.

Nolah McConnell attempts to defend an Agawam 
player.

Aubrey Stachowicz fires a pass away. Izzy Manning winds up to make a long pass.

FALCONS from page 15

HoopHall announces 
unique new exhibit 
for this summer

SPRINGFIELD – The Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame announced another brand new exhibit coming to 
the museum this summer titled The Vault: Boston Celt-
ics Unlocked. This innovative and immersive experience 
will be unlike anything the Basketball Hall of Fame has 
previously produced. The Hall of Fame has collaborated 
with the NBA’s most storied franchise to present this in-
augural installation of The Vault. 

“We are excited to launch another state-of-the-art 
space in the world’s finest sports museum,” said John 
L. Doleva, President and CEO of the Basketball Hall of 
Fame. “The Vault: Boston Celtics Unlocked is a limited 
engagement that will feature a finely crafted experience 
that will capture the imagination of sports fans and speak 
to the heart of what makes basketball the world’s most 
popular game.” 

Matt Zeysing, Vice President of Curatorial for the 
museum, began working on The Vault concept more than 
a year ago. “We knew we wanted to create something 
spectacular, something that basketball fans had never 
seen before. The Boston Celtics represent a winning tra-
dition that is second to none and that tradition still con-
tinues today.  To that end, our team has carefully curated 
and brought together the most sought-after Celtic mem-
orabilia in the world.”

Set in an immersive bank vault, Celtics legends from 
the past and present will take visitors on an epic journey 
to discover the true meaning of Celtic Pride. The Vault 
will feature authentic game-worn jerseys, championship 
rings, the original ’81 NBA championship trophy, long-
lost footage, and much more. 

“The Boston Celtics are honored to bring their his-
tory and tradition to life with the Naismith Basketball 
Hall of Fame in The Vault: Boston Celtics Unlocked,” 
said Boston Celtics Team President Rich Gotham. “We 
hope fans enjoy this immersive experience, which will 
showcase unique memorabilia and celebrate the Celtics’ 
storied legacy.”

Visitors will enjoy an exclusive display of Celtics 
memorabilia for a limited period. Tickets for the museum 
can be purchased online at etix.com or at the door.

Registration now 
open to take part in 
Bay State Games

WOBURN – Registration for the 42nd annual Bay 
State Summer Games is now open. The 2024 Summer 
Games will include thirty sports with competitions from 
May 11 – July 27 at venues throughout eastern and cen-
tral Massachusetts including Game On in Fitchburg, 
Boston Sports Institute in Wellesley, Union Point Sports 
Complex in Weymouth, and North Star Ice Sports in 
Westborough. Bay State Games participants range in age 
from 5 to over age 75 and represent more than 300 Mas-
sachusetts communities as well as surrounding New En-
gland States in some sports. From grassroots participants 
to accomplished amateur athletes, the Bay State Games 
provide opportunities for the athlete in all of us. 

Seven high school showcase sports will take place for 
a variety of sports, including baseball, basketball, field 
hockey, ice hockey, soccer, softball, and volleyball. Ath-
letes currently in grade 8-11 who live or go to school 
in Massachusetts are eligible to attend regional tryouts 
during the month of June. These tryouts will determine 
teams representing the various regions of the Common-
wealth that will compete against each other in July. Check 
each sport page for specific eligibility requirements.

The Summer Games include a wide variety of indi-
vidual sports including swimming, track & field, figure 
skating, pickleball, wrestling, weightlifting, badminton, 
and more. These sports are open to a wide range of ages 
and skill levels from youth participants to masters-aged 
athletes. Adaptive sport divisions in archery, swimming, 
and track & field are offered, as well. Bay State Games 
also organizes tournaments for pre-existing teams in rug-
by, and 6v6 field hockey. 

Returning in 2024, Table Tennis will take place on 
June 1 at PingPod in Boston after a 5-year hiatus from the 
Summer Games sport lineup. New venues include Bab-
son College, which will host the Girls Basketball Show-
case, and NorthStar Ice Sports, which will host Figure 
Skating and the Girls Ice Hockey Showcase. Game On in 
Fitchburg will serve as a hub venue for eight sports. Bay 
State Games expects 1,500 athletes and their families to 
attend competitions at Game On during the second week 
of July. 

For questions, email info@baystategames.org or call 
781-932-6555. 

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE
ROUND, WRAPPED HAY BALES, 
Worthington, MA.  Call  (413)478-
0178.

MISCELLANEOUS
2022 38 FT. FIFTH WHEEL 
CAMPER. Solar roof, fireplace, 2 
a/c’s, ceiling fan, outdoor kitchen, 2 
dr. refrigerator, large island and bar, all 
leather. Used five months. Call 413-
668-6862.

TV & STEREO CABINET. 55”h x 
60”l. Cabinet doors to hide TV and 2 
storage drawers. Wood & glass. Very 
good condition. $200. 413-589-7642 
or 413-575-5285.

TAG SALE
RUTLAND, MASS. – 28th annual 
town-wide yard sale. Sat., April 
27 - 200+ participants. Maps at town 
lines and on common (Route 122A and 
56) starting at 7:15 a.m. Rain or shine. 
Join the fun!

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware, 
advertising, motorcycles, clothing.  Call 
Ken (413)433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND 

OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games, 
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

SEEKING: ANTIQUES & 
OLD COLLECTABLES.

We are looking to buy antiques: tobac-
co tins, cigar boxes, advertising tins, 
old coffee cans, brass figures, beer 
trays, beer taps, toy collections. These 
are just some of the examples we are 
looking for. Please reach out via email 
or text: teestreasures413@gmail.
com. 413-374-7388.

WANTED 
OLD FISHING TACKLE

Wood lures, bamboo fly rods, any 
fishing items. Call 860-899-5105.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

CLEANING 
SERVICES

LIBERTY MAID SERVICE Save 
time while adding a little luxury to your 
life. Affordable. Reliable. High quality. 
Personalized/ always have the same 
person who you can trust! Residential 
and/or business cleaning. Debra 413-
592-4925

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

 
Weekly lawn care

Landscape design and installation
Hedge trimming, pruning, 

and mulching
Now scheduling spring cleanup

For more services visit 
mattguertinlandscaping.com

              
 Call or text 413-266-9975

                    
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMP
GRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

BERNEDOODLE PUPPIES

Local, Beautiful, Calm and Adorable 
Bernedoodle puppies. Raised in our 
family setting and ready to come bless 
your home! Parents are DNA tested 
for health and good genetics. Puppies 
guaranteed healthy. Their Hypoaller-
genic coats make them ideal indoor/
outdoor pets.  

Call/text Melvin 413-265-6737 
to set up your visit.

FOR SALE SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

Buying? 
Selling?

Our
Classifieds

Get 
Results!

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

BROOKFIELD HIGHWAY DE-
PARTMENT seeks two additional 
full-time employees to fill Operator/
Laborer vacancies (Operator II).  
Full-time 40 hours per week. This is a 
fully benefited position. For questions, 
or to submit letter of interest and re-
sume, please email Lindsey at High-
way@brookfieldma.us 
Applications will be accepted until po-
sitions have been filled.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

PART-TIME, 15 to 20 hours per week. 
Must be dependable and have flexible 
schedule. Podiatry office. Portuguese 
or Spanish speaking helpful. If interest-
ed send CV to podbill@aol.com or 
pickup application at 77 Winsor St., 
Ludlow, MA; 413-589-7287.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

HELP WANTEDAUTO REAL ESTATE

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! WWW.NEWSPAPERS.TURLEY.COM • 413.283.8393

CLASSIFIEDS

Recycle Your Stuff for 
Cash in the Classifieds

Call or 
use the form 

in papers,
to sell! 

Hampden Senior Center to 
host Pie Sale

The Hampden Senior Center, 104 Al-
len St., is having another great Pie Sale. 
This year, the fundraiser is offering juicy 
Apple, delicious Fruit of the Forest and 
mouth-watering Blueberry. Orders for 
pies at $19 each will be taken at the se-
nior center starting March 1, paid in full 
in advance. Pies will be boxed and bagged 
and available for drive-up pick up at the 
center on Saturday, April 27 from Noon 
to 1:30 p.m. Call 413-566-8271 with any 
questions.    

Searching your family
history with Ancestry
Library Edition

WILBRAHAM – Assistant Library 
Director Mary Bell will give a hands-on 
demonstration of Ancestry Library Edi-
tion at the Wilbraham Public Library on 
Thursday, April 18, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

She will give a brief demonstration 
of how to use the online resource in the 
Brooks Room, followed by time in which 
participants use library computers or their 
own laptops to access the database and 
search for themselves. All participants 
will be given a starter kit with forms and 
tips for researching genealogy.

“Ancestry Library Edition includes 
records of the U.S. Census from 1790 
to 1950, military records such as World 
War I and II draft cards, and other records 
worldwide. International records avail-
able include particularly good coverage 
in Canada and the United Kingdom,” said 
Bell. 

Images of original records, including 

immigration records and town records of 
births, marriages, and deaths can be saved 
to a flash drive, printed, or sent to your 
email from Ancestry Library Edition. It is 
accessible in-library only, but can be used 
through both library computers or person-
al devices connected to the library’s Wi-
Fi.

This program is free and open to the 
public. Space is limited due to the number 
of computers available, and registration is 
going on now.

For more information, contact the 
Wilbraham Library at 413-596-6141 or 
visit the Event Calendar online at www.
wilbrahamlibrary.org. Residents can also 
contact Mary Bell at 413-596-6141 or 
mbell@wilbrahamlibrary.org.

2nd Annual Earth Day
Community Clean-Up seek-
ing volunteers and sponsors

WILBRAHAM - The Keep Wilbra-
ham Beautiful Committee (KWBC) has 
announced that the 2nd Annual Earth Day 
Community Clean-Up will take place on 
Saturday, April 20. Those interested in 
volunteering can report to Fountain Park 
between 8 - 9 a.m., where safety vests, 
gloves, trash pickers, and garbage bags 
will be provided. KWBC representatives 
will direct volunteers to areas of town in 
need of trash removal. A complimentary 
lunch will be provided to all volunteers at 
Fountain Park following the clean-up.

KWBC is appreciative of the gener-
ous continued support and collaboration 
of the DPW, local police, USA Waste, 
NEPM, and Wilbraham Select Board. 
Rice Fruit Farm and Friendly’s are join-
ing the efforts for 2024, and additional 
sponsors are sought to offset the costs 

related to the volunteer appreciation lun-
cheon and the purchase of additional safe-
ty vests, signage, and trash pickers for the 
event. If you are inclined to offer mone-
tary support, checks can be made out to 
the Town of Wilbraham and earmarked 
for Earth Day. All sponsors will be rec-
ognized both on the KWBC website and 
Facebook page.

KWBC is also seeking organizations 
who would like to host a table at Fountain 
Park during the event. These tables could 
offer information about taking care of the 
Earth or family-friendly activities.

For more information on how to get in-
volved in this community event, please vis-
it KWBC’s website: https://sites.google.
com/view/wilbraham-earth-day-clean-
up/home . KWBC can also be found on 
Facebook by searching “Keep Wilbraham 
Beautiful” or https://www.facebook.com/
groups/keepwilbrahambeautiful/.

You can also contact Event Chair Me-
gan Harrigan at keepwilbrahambeauti-
ful@gmail.com.

Women’s Club hosting
Fashion Show Luncheon  

WILBRAHAM - A Fashion Show 
Luncheon featuring CHICO’S is being 
sponsored by the Wilbraham Women’s 
Club, Thursday, April 25, at the Saint Ce-
cilia Parish Center, 42 Main St., Wilbra-
ham. The social hour begins at 11:30 a.m. 
with luncheon served at Noon. The meal 
choices are chicken francaise and salm-
on with dill sauce. The $35 donation for 
the luncheon also helps to fund the club’s 
scholarships and community service proj-
ects. In addition, there will be a raffle for 
many prizes. For reservations, please con-
tact Norma Bandarra at 413-596-8173 by 
April 17.

5K Walk for Rick’s Place 
takes place April 27

WILBRAHAM – The 5K/1.5M Run/
Walk for Rick’s Place will be taking place 
on Saturday, April 27, at 9 a.m. at Min-
nechaug Regional High School.

Registration opens at 8 a.m. and the 
Run/Walk will begin at 9.a.m. 

Participants who register by April 15 
will receive a t-shirt! Shirt and bib pick-
up will be available on race day at 8 a.m. 
when registration opens.

All proceeds will support Rick’s Place 
and the race will take place rain or shine. 

To learn more and to register, visit 
https://runsignup.com/Race/MA/Wilbra-
ham/RunforRicksPlace.

Wilbraham Friends of the 
Library Annual Book Sale 
returns in May 

WILBRAHAM - Wilbraham Friends 
of the Library (WFOL), are delighted to 
announce their annual book sale will be 
held May 1-4! The WFOLAnnual Book 
Sale is a major fundraiser providing 
funds for programs for children, teens and 
adults as well as museum passes, furnish-
ings and other library equipment.

As a thank you for their support, do-
nors will receive a coupon good for two 
free books of their choice from the sale 
when donations are dropped off. Dona-
tions of books and materials will be ac-
cepted at the library from Friday, April 26 
through Monday, April 29 during regular 
library hours.

For more information or questions 
about the sale contact friends@wilbra-
hamlibrary.org.

Events&announcements scheduleannouncements schedule

  It’s been a rough winter so far, and 
everywhere are showing severe flooding.

If you’re a pet owner, that means 
you’ll also need to keep your pets out of 
harm’s way. Best Friends Animal Society, 
a leading animal welfare organization 
working to end the killing of cats and 

dogs by 2025, offers the following tips to 
keep your pet as safe as possible:  

Outside animals should be brought in-
doors unless evacuation is required. 

Do not wait to evacuate. The longer 
you wait, the more difficult it will be to 
get out with your pets. 

If evacuating, 
please bring your 
pets with you. If 
that is not possi-
ble, do not keep 
animals enclosed 
in a pen or crate 
and make sure 
to keep pets on 
the highest floor 
or point of your 
home. 

Make a plan of 
where to go with 
your pet(s). Iden-
tify pet-friend-
ly emergency 
shelters that may be open in your area 
for temporary respite. There are also 
pet-friendly hotels that you may be able 
to locate online. 

Put together an emergency go-bag 
of all your pets’ essential items, such as 
medications, food, bowls, leash, crate, 
toys, blankets, and identification tags. 
It’s also pertinent to have your animal’s 
vaccination and medical records handy, 
including their microchip number, to-
gether inside a waterproof, sealed bag. 
Keep the bag as close to the door so that 
if you need to evacuate immediately, you 
can grab your pet and the bag and leave. 

Identify a neighbor who has access 
to your home and can grab your pets and 
their go bag if you are not home during a 
flooding event. 

Close all windows and doors. 
 

Additional Do’s and Don’ts: 
 
Do not attempt to walk through flood-

water. As little as six inches of moving 
water can knock you and your pet down. 

Do not  allow your pet to drink any 
floodwater. Floodwater is polluted with 
chemicals, sewage and other harmful de-
bris and foreign materials that are harm-
ful to your pet. 

Do not  assume your pet can swim. 
Animals can panic if put in a situation 
that they are too stressed to handle. 

Do not  drive through water or even 
over bridges that sit above fast-moving 
water, as they can collapse at a moment’s 
notice. 

Do dry off a pet as quickly as possible.  
Wetness can cause bacterial growth and 
inflammation on their skin. 

Don’t have a pet? Now is the perfect 
time to adopt or foster a pet in need. Shel-
ters across the country are at capacity due 
to less people choosing the adoption op-
tion. Every time you adopt, you are sav-
ing two lives: the life of the pet you are 
bringing home, as well as opening space 
for another homeless dog or cat to be tak-
en in by shelters and rescue groups. To 
learn more, visit bestfriends.org. 

Best Friends Animal Society offers tips
on how to keep your pets safe during a flood event 
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LEGAL NOTICE
Sale of Motor Vehicle Under 

G.L. c. 255 Sec. 39A
B a c h  Tow i n g  I n c . , 

165 Benton Drive, East 
Longmeadow, MA is holding 
a private sale of the follow-
ing vehicle on 4/26/24 at 2:00 
p.m. to satisfy our garage 
keepers lien thereon for stor-
age and towing charges and 
expenses of Notices of Sale.
2008 Cheverolet Impala LT
VIN: 2G1WT58NX81262860
Ada Castro
140 Chestnut St. Apt 208
Springfield, MA 01103 
04/04, 04/11, 04/18/2024 

 Town of Hampden
Notice of Public Hearing

The Hampden Planning 
Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, May 
8, at 6:30 PM in the Town 

House, 625 Main Street, 
Hampden, MA on the appli-
cation of Bedrock Financial, 
LLC, Al Joyce, for a Special 
Permit under Section 7.2.4 
of the Zoning Bylaws for a 
sub-standard frontage lot 
within the R-6 District, 
Parcel ID 14-10-3 located on 
Chapin Road (Lot 3) owned 
by Bedrock Financial LLC 
Trustee. Information related 
to this application is on file 
in the Town Clerk’s Office 
and is available for review 
by the public during normal 
business hours. For the Board, 
Madison Pixley, Chair, of the 
Hampden Planning Board. 
Published in the Wilbraham-
Hampden Times (April 18 
and April 25, 2024).
04/018, 04/25/2024 

 LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS

DESIGNER SERVICES 
FOR A FIBER OPTIC 
COMMUNICATIONS 

NETWORK
IThe Town of Wilbraham, 

Wi lb raham,  MA (“ the 
Town”),  acting through 
t he  Wi lb r aham Se l ec t 
Board, invites the submis-
sion of sealed Requests For 
Qualifications (RFQ) for 
Designer Services relat-
ed to the design of a fiber 
optic communications net-
work (“Network”) that will 
provide fiber optic access 
for next generation broad-
band services using munic-
ipal utility and open access 
models. The Service Area 
to be designed will include 
all properties located inside 
the jurisdictional boundar-
ies of the Town, passing an 
estimated 6679 households. 
The RFQ may be obtained via 
Commbuys, and the Town’s 
website at: www.wilbraham-
ma .gov  (“Government , 
Bids”) and from the Select 
Board’s Office by request to: 
nbreault@wilbraham-ma.gov 

RFQ’s will be received 
until 2:00 PM local time, 
Tuesday, May 7, 2024, in the 
Wilbraham Town Hall, Select 
Board Office, 240 Springfield 
Street ,  Wilbraham, MA 
01095. If the Town Hall 
is closed due to weather or 
other emergency, the dead-
line for receipt of Responses 
will be extended to the time 
posted above on the next 
business day upon which the 
Town Hall is open.  Pursuant 
to M.G.L. c. 7C, §§44-58, 
the Town reserves the right 
to award one or more (1) 
Contracts, if at all, to the 
most qualified responsive and 
responsible Responder who 
complies with the Response 
Submission Requirements in 
Section 4 of the RFQ. The 
award of any contract pursu-
ant to this RFQ shall be sub-
ject to approval by the Select 
Board.  A contract will be 
awarded, if at all, on a negoti-
ated basis, with payments for 
phased milestone deliverables 
as outlined in the Scope of 
Work (SOW) with a totaled 
fee not to exceed four hun-
dred thousand dollars and 
zero cents ($400,000.00), sub-
ject to negotiation and subject 

to all procedures outlined in 
the RFQ, pursuant to M.G.L. 
c. 7C, §§44-58 and all appli-
cable regulations and guide-
lines.  

All Responses shall com-
ply with the RFQ issued by 
the Town of Wilbraham. The 
Town reserves the right to 
waive any informality in or to 
reject any, any part of, or all 
Responses in the best interest 
of the Town.
04/18, 04/25/2024 

 Town of Wilbraham
WILBRAHAM LINE 

PAINTING 2024
Notice of Invitation for Bids

The Town of Wilbraham 
invites sealed bids for the 
purchase of Wilbraham Line 
Painting 2024. Bids must 
be made in accordance with 
all applicable Federal, State 
and Town laws and by-laws 
and regulations and must 
comply in all respects with 
the instructions, conditions, 
specifications and other 
requirements in the Invitation 
for Bid packages. Prevailing 
State Minimum Wage Rates 

must be complied with as 
per MGL Ch 149 section 26- 
27d. These wage rates are 
contained within the contract 
documents.

Bid packages can be 
obtained from the Department 
of Public Works, Town 
Hall, 240 Springfield Street, 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 (413-
596-2800 x208) or via email 
at DPW@wilbraham-ma.
gov on Wednesday April 17, 
2024. Bids in sealed, opaque 
envelopes shall be marked 
“Wilbraham Line Painting 
2024 Bid” and delivered to 
the above address by 3:00 
p.m. on Thursday, May 9, 
2024 where they will be pub-
licly opened and read aloud 
by the Chief Procurement 
Officer. All bids must be sub-
mitted on the official Standard 
Bid Form, included in the bid 
packages. Bids must include 
the signed Non-Collusion 
and Non-Discrimination 
paperwork. No bidder may 
withdraw his bid for a peri-
od of forty-five days, exclud-
ing Saturdays, Sundays and 
Holidays, after the actual date 
of opening of the bids.

The Town reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids, 
to waive minor informalities 
or irregularities in any bid, 
and to make an award in any 
manner consistent with the 
law and deemed to be in the 
best interest of the Town of 
Wilbraham.

Tonya L. Capparello, P.E.
Director of Public Works/

Town Engineer
04/18/2024 

PUBLIC NOTICES

CLIP OUT AND MAIL TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Summer” in the subject line of your email.

Send Us YourSend Us Your
Summer EventSummer Event
InformationInformation

Turley Publications 
will print 

your summer
calendar listings
FREE OF CHARGE 

in our 
SUMMERFEST 

Supplement which 
publishes May 22.

Deadline for submissionsDeadline for submissions
is April 22.is April 22.

Community 
Summer Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.

Public Notices
WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all 
notices to
notices@turley.com

Access archives and
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.1 2 3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.
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Let's GardenLet's GardenLet's Garden

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM–8PM

Everything You Need
For Spring Planting

• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957

IT'S MULCH SEASON! 
We Offer A Variety of Mulch & Top Soil.

CALL 
595-4096

Get Get Growing!Growing!

1359 Wilbraham Road, Springfield
OPEN DAILY 8AM-5PM •  413-783-5883

www.16acresgardencenter.com

• 1000’s of Perennials, 
Annuals, Trees & Shrubs

• Vegetable Plants & Herbs
• Unique Garden Statuary,  

Fountains & Bird Baths
• Earth Friendly Products
• Full-Service Florist & Gift Shop
• Professional Tree & Shrub 

Installation 413-783-5883 Ext. 111202020192013 202020192013 202020192013

www.keithishamlandscaping.com

For a FREE Estimate CALL:

413-531-1216

KEITH ISHAM LANDSCAPING, LLC
Experience You Can 
Always Count On
• Property Maintenance
• Fertilizer Programs
• Organic Tick and Mosquito Control
• Edging • Core Aeration
• Loam and Seed • Mulches
• Power Seeding
• PH Remedy • Drainage

• Walls, Walkways, Patios
• Landscape Design and Installation
• Irrigation Installation and Repairs
• Fall Blowouts
• Paddock Repair and Maintenance
• Equestrian Field Seeding

280 ELM STREET, EAST LONGMEADOW
www.GrazianoGardens.com

$5 OFF* 
a $35 purchase

Perennial 
Special

QT. SIZE $50 *Cannot be combined with any other 
offer - not on previous purchases. 

Expiration June 30, 2024

10 for

Come to the Gardens...

280 Elm Street � East Longmeadow, Mass. � (413)525-6137
Open 7 Days 9-8 ’til Christmas • www.GrazianoGardens.com

 

OPEN: 
MON.-FRI. 9-6

 (open ‘til 7pm starting May 1)
SAT. 8-6

SUN. 9-5

413-525-6137
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JUNK REMOVAL
ATTIC, CELLAR & GARAGE CLEAN OUTS

1/2 The Price of Big 1-800 Co.
Support Small Business, Keep Money Local

BOB ROBILLARDS RUBBISH REMOVAL

537-5090Family owned and 
operated since 1950

By Harrison Giza
Staff Writer

hgiza@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The 9th Annual 
5K Trail Race happened on April 14 
at the McDonald Nature Preserve with 
crowds filled with racers, runners and 
support from family and close friends.

Out of 101 competitors, the winner 
of the 5K Trail Race was Reese Lavi-
olette, a 31 year old Wilbraham native 
who clocked in an 18:17.71 chip time 
at a 5:54 per pace. Second place went 
to Micheal Goodreau, who at 34 years 
old ran a 20:47.85 5k at a per minute 
pace of 6:43.

Mark Manolakis, the president of 
the Wilbraham Friends of Recreation, 
was as thankful as ever for the amount 
of love and support he had seen for 
this communal 5K.

“So much of the credit goes to Den-
nis Windoloski,” Manolakis said. “He 
designed the course and really has run 
point on this event each year. 4Run3 
have been great partners in helping us 
time the participants as well as set up 
a great start & finish line. We also have 
a lot of great sponsors who we would 
not be able to do this race without. The 

main sponsor is LUSO Federal Credit 
Union who we can always count on to 
be a great partner for our community. 
(Director) Bryan (Litz), (Assistant Di-
rector) Erin Carroll and the whole Rec 
Department always show up to help 
and we are very appreciative of them.”

The 5K was imagined a near de-
cade ago and this year, aimed to help 
supports improvements for the Town 
of Wilbraham and their Recreational 
facilities.

“This type of event shows how 
great of a community we have,” 
Manolakis said. “It’s always a jovial 
event and it’s become a family event 
with a big chunk of our participants 
being families of all ages running 
together. It’s been great to see more 
and more kids take part in the event 
every year. It’s just another of a long 
list of offerings the department offers 
throughout the year. All of our part-
ners and sponsors are key members 
of the community… and Minnechaug 
Key Club members always show up 
with a big smile and cheer on the run-
ners. We couldn’t do it without them.”

Prizes were provided for all age 
groups, but one feature came in 
the form of custom designed mois-
ture-wicking long sleeve shirts for 

both kids and adults that chose to 
pre-register prior to April 2.

“We work with NEPM (New En-
gland Public Media) for the shirts, “ 
Manolakis said. “They do a great job 
every year with them. We always try 
to find a new color. I’m sure there 
are runners who can make quite the 
T-shirt rainbow from each one we’ve 
given out over the years.”

Since his days at Minnechaug Re-
gional High School, Manolakis has 
been a voice of positivity and small 
town friendship, whether in clubs, 
sports or teacher Mary Gardner’s leg-
endary Latin classes.

He hopes to encourage Wilbraham 
and Western Massachusetts natives for 
even more fun this summer.

“Our next big event is the annual 
Fishing Derby which takes place at 
Spec Pond on May 18,” Manolakis 
said. “We usually have over 200 en-
trants in this event, it’s predominate-
ly made up of local families. We are 
always looking for people to join our 
group and have a lot of fun projects to 
fundraiser for over the next few years. 
We are very excited for the addition of 
the pickleball courts at Memorial and 
can’t wait to see everyone use them.”

Residents go the distance at packed 5K Trail Race

Turley photos by Harrison Giza
This runner was ecstatic as he passed the finish line 
thumbs held high.

Two boys cheer on their friend J. as his family, Kevin and 
Meghan Farrell, run toward fresh orange slices and ice 
cold water. 

Mark Germain of Southwick, setting his sights on the 
end of his 5K race.

Erin and second place winner Michael Goodreau. 

Despite the amount of energy exerted, Maggie Platz was 
all smiles Sunday morning. 

Briana LaChappelle slapping hands with her #1 fan.

Jack and Tamarra Lapomardo being lead by their eleven 
year old speedster son.

PALMER – The Baystate Wing Hos-
pital Auxiliary is making scholarship 
applications available for the 2023-24 
academic year. 

The Auxiliary will award scholar-
ships of $1,000 to seniors graduating 

from Belchertown, Ludlow, Monson, 
Palmer, Pathfinder, Minnechaug, and 
Ware High Schools who are pursuing 
higher education in a healthcare field. 
The students will be chosen based on 
their academic excellence, volunteer 

efforts and related community service, 
work experience, and dedication to their 
goals.

Applications and instructions for 
completing the application forms are 
available in each school’s guidance de-
partment and must be completed and 
submitted by April 12. The Auxiliary 
Scholarship Committee will select stu-
dent recipients and recommend them to 
the Auxiliary board for final approval.

Throughout the years, a wide variety 
of healthcare fields have been represent-
ed by area students who have received 
these scholarships, including premedi-
cal, dental hygiene, health system man-
agement, nursing, pharmacy, and radiol-
ogy.

“Growing careers in healthcare is 
now more important than ever,” said Ev-
elyn Glabicky, president of the Baystate 

Wing Auxiliary in a press release. “We 
are so proud when we hear from our for-
mer scholarship recipients who are now 
providing healthcare throughout the re-
gion and Massachusetts.”

For over 65 years, the Auxiliary has 
been actively supporting Baystate Wing 
Hospital through its sponsorship of spe-
cial events and management of the gift 
shop. This diverse group of women and 
men includes teachers, nurses, and busi-
ness owners, both young and retirees, 
who live in many different communities 
and are united by a shared commitment 
to support the mission of the hospital.

“We are thankful to the Auxiliary 
members for their continued commit-
ment and support to our hospital and the 
many communities we serve,” said Tere-
sa Grove, philanthropy officer for Bay-
state Health’s Eastern Region.

Baystate Wing Hospital Auxiliary seeks scholarship applicants
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TREE WORK

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

RELIABLERELIABLE
DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

HOME REMODELING

413-783-1101 • www.cummingrf.com

• Kitchen & Bath 
   Remodeling

• Windows, Decks, 
   Flooring & More

Call for An Appointment

HOME ENTERTAINMENT
THE MOST DEPENDABLE 

STREAMING 
SYSTEM 

FOR MOVIES & TV SHOWS 

THE MOST DEPENDABLE STREAMING SYSTEM
FOR MOVIES AND TV SHOWS

Unlimited TV, 
movies and 

sports!

Cut the cord 
and tell Cable 

you got a 
better offer

Watch what you want, when you want!
Call Jim at 413-391-2345

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

566-2916
Evening & Weekend Appointments Available!
Billy Bond - The Area’s #1 “Go To” Septic Guy!

Fully Insured • Family Owned

Hampden Septic
Pumping • Installation • Title 5 Inspections • Perc Tests

LUMBER & FEED

SEAMLESS GUTTERSJUNK REMOVAL

Magnet P.I.
Your Junk Collecting Man!
Get Rid of ALL your junk at a reasonable price.

Even the Tough Stuff!
Boilers, hot Water Tanks, Oil Tanks, T.V.’s, Monitors, 
Mattresses, Pools, Hot Tubs, Tires...We take it all!
Call Doug at 413-455-4397

For Your Interior And Exterior Living Spaces!
84 Hubbard St., Ludlow • 413-583-3472

Mon- Fri 7:30am -5:00pm; 
Sat 7:30am – noon; closed Sunday

CABINETRY
DOORS  •  WINDOWS  

DECKING
ROOFING

AND MORE  ...

Verdon’s
Seamless Aluminum Gutters

Over 40 Years 
Experience 

Family Owned & 
Operated

65 Main Street, Wilbraham • (413) 596-9611
Mon.-Fri. 7am to 5pm - Please No Sundays - Lic.#105559

www.verdonsgutters.com • verdonsgutters@charter.net
Fully Insured & Free Estimates

CUSTOM MADE & INSTALLED CONTINUOUS SEAMLESS ALUMINUM GUTTERS & DOWNSPOUTS

CONCRETE SERVICES

SPARTAN
CONCRETE SERVICES, INC.

COMMERC IAL /RES IDENT IAL
2460 Boston Road, Unit 4, Wilbraham

(413) 214-7983 • www.SpartanConst.com
spartanservices@gmail.com

Bobcat, Concrete & Outdoor Living Area Solutions

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

■  Tree Removal   
■  Structural Pruning
■  Crane Service
■  Storm Damage 
■  Stump Grinding

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation 413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE ON

Local
HOME PROs
mmcgarrett@turley.com

413-283-8393

WILBRAHAM - The Wil-
braham Friends of the Library 
(WFOL) is holding a plant sale 
featuring two varieties of annuals. 
The sale will be pre-order only 
through May 15 with plant pick up 
on Saturday, May 18 from 9 a.m. 
to Noon at the Wilbraham Public 
Library, 25 Crane Park Drive, Wil-

braham.
We had so much fun at the 

plant sale last fall we are doing it 
again this spring!

We are offering annuals - Be-
gonias (pink or white) and Petu-
nias (blue).These are large plants 
in five-inch pots that are ready to 
plant and show off. Plants are $5 

each and available by pre-order 
only. Deadline for orders is May 
15 and orders will be available for 
pick up Saturday, May

18 from 9 a.m. to Noon at the 
library.

Pick up an order form at the 
library or download from online. 
You can also request an order form 

by emailing friends@wilbrahamli-
brary.org. Return your order with 
payment to the library during regu-
lar business hours.

The sale is sponsored by the 
Wilbraham Friends of the Library 
which was established in 1973. 
The Friends of the Library fund 
programs for children, teens, and 

adults, as well as the library’s pop-
ular Museum Pass program, fur-
nishings and other library equip-
ment.

For more information, contact 
the WFOL at friends@wilbraham-
library.org.

Wilbraham Friends of the Library to hold Spring Plant Sale
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Your Retirement is literally 
Right Around The Corner

• Located in Post Office 
Park, Wilbraham

• Helping clients live 
 their best financial life 

since 1965
• Accomplished, Friendly 

and Professional
• Contact us for a
 no-fee consultation

at

Securities offered through LPL Financial.  Member FINRA/SIPC.  Advisory services offered through
Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

85 Post Office Park • Suite 8524
Wilbraham, MA  01095

Phone 413-596-6992
trombleyassociates.com

Mike Trombley, Financial Advisor, Former MLB Player; 
Barbara Trombley, CPA, Financial Advisor

A Cup On Us.A Cup On Us.
Monson Savings BankMonson Savings Bank

ALL DEPOSITS 100% FULLY INSURED.

Monson Savings Bank is celebrating being a staple in the 
community of Wilbraham and they want you to celebrate 
with them. Stop by The Village Store Cafe for a coffee, tea, 
or beverage paid for courtesy of Monson Savings Bank.

Village Store Cafe

Friday, April 26, 8 - 11am

462 Main St, Wilbraham, MA

Enjoy a coffee, tea, or beverage on us!

SENIORS

Wow, what a journey it has 
been!! It started over 14 years ago 
with an idea, a dream and it has 
come to fruition! The new Wil-
braham Senior Center is a reality! 
Thanks to the dedication and work 
of too many to mention here, our 
town has a state-of-the-art resource 
for individuals over 60 years old.  
We have attempted to keep you 
posted about progress in this forum. 
We have shared photos and stories 
along with valuable health infor-
mation in this column. Nothing we 
have done here will compare with 
seeing this building and learning 
about the valuable resources avail-

able in person!  There will be an 
official opening with ribbon cutting 
on Saturday April 20,  at 10 a.m. and 
open house until 1 p.m.  followed 
by an official open house on Sunday 
April 21 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  If 
those dates don’t work for you, just 
stop by any Monday through Friday 
from 8-4. The staff will be happy to 
welcome you and show you all that 
the facility has to offer. With the 
completion of this project, we also 
announce the completion of “Aging 
Well in Wilbraham”. We hope we 
have achieved our goal of keeping 
you informed about the progress of 
the building and given you some 

thoughtful information about your 
health and wellness.

Thank you for joining us on this 
journey. We are all better people for 
our commitment to this project and 
our community. This building exists 
for YOU! Learn about what is avail-
able and offer constructive sugges-
tions on how it can better meet the 
needs of our Seniors.

Be proud, be involved, stay con-
nected. It’s good for our community 
and it’s good for your health!

Linda Tatko Cooper
For the Wilbraham Senior Cen-

ter Building Committee

Monthly Highlights for 
April at the Hampden 
Senior Center

HAMPDEN – The following programs will occur at 
the senior center on Allen Street. 

“African Drumming” with Jason
Fridays at 2:15 p.m. to 3:15 p.m.

New 12-week session Beginning April 19 through 
July 12. No class on July 5.

Save money by paying for the session in full. 
Cost is $65 for session or $6 per class. 
New students are welcome. 
Please call 566-5588 to reserve your spot. Space is 

limited.
Grab and Go Dinner

Thursday, April 25, pick up from 2 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Enjoy a delicious dinner of American Chop Suey,
Tossed Salad, Bread, and Dessert.
Cost is $5 per person. Please call 566-5588 starting 

April 1st to order your dinner.
Learn to play the Ukulele with Sue

Mondays, 1 p.m. to 2 p.m.
Instructor Susan Mc Hand will teach you the neces-

sary skills to master this charming instrument.
Accepting new students. Cost is $5 per class. Please 

call 566-5588 to reserve your spot. Space is limited.
Elms College Nursing Students are here 

Wednesdays, 9:15 a.m. to Noon
They will do blood pressure screening and provide 

educational health information.
STCC Dental Hygiene Program is
hosting a community dental day.

Saturday, April 27, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at Springfield Technical Community College, One 

Armory Square, Springfield, MA
FREE fillings, extractions, etc. For more information 

and to make an appointment, please call 413-755-4900.
STCC Dental offers the following procedures: 
Dental Exams, Regular Cleanings with X-rays, Deep 

Cleanings, Full Mouth X-Rays, Panoramic X-rays, etc.  
A full menu of procedures and fees is available at recep-
tion at the Hampden Senior Center.

Springfield Technical Community College dental 
hygiene students are under the direct supervision of li-
censed dental hygienists. Dentists provide all treatment 
procedures.

Please call 413-755-4900 to make an appointment.

HELP US STOCK OUR SHELVES
with Disinfecting Wipes!

Thank you to those who donated toothbrushes and 
Toothpaste last month. Every month we will target a dif-
ferent item to fill our shelves to provide non-food items 
to SNAP recipients.

COMING SOON… 
D & R Farm Summer Farm Share 

D & R FARM is offering fresh produce twice a 
month, FREE with SNAP/HIP if you qualify!  

If you do not qualify for SNAP/HIP you may pur-
chase a share for $40 cash per month. 

Please let us know if 
you need your shares deliv-
ered. Shares are limited. 

Please call Wendy at 
566-5588, or email out-
reach@hampdenma.gov to 
sign up.

New applications for 
Summer Farm Share are 
required and must be com-
pleted by and submitted to 
Wendy by May 15. 

Coming in May...
Let’s Go Surfin
with Joe Green

Tuesdays, May 21 and 
28, 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Joe will be here to 
show you the ins and outs 
of surfin the web. Make a 
list of your questions, and 
Joe will cover it all. This 
is being offered as a FREE 
class. Put these dates on 
your calendar and sign up 
early,

Bring your own per-
sonal device; laptop, tab-
let, or mobile phone fully 
charged. Sessions are free. 

Please call 566-5588 to 
reserve your spot. Space is 
limited.


