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Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - On 
April 12, the GFWC Wilbra-
ham Junior Women’s Club 
hosted their annual Bunny 
Breakfast at St. Cecilia’s 
Church. 

The over 30-year annual 
event was filled with colors 
and cheer. Everyone was at 
the event with a smile on 
their faces the entire time 
they were there. 

Children and their fam-
ilies enjoyed a delicious 
breakfast of pancakes, sau-

sages and bananas 
and they also could 
get temporary tat-

toos and their faces painted 
by volunteers. Children and 
their families could even 
get a picture with the Easter 
Bunny. 

There were also raffle 
baskets where families could 
buy tickets in hopes of win-
ning various themed baskets 
in the following week. 

The GFWC Wilbraham 
Junior Women’s Club is a 
community service organi-
zation of the General Federa-
tion of Women’s Clubs. They 

are a volunteer organization 
that provides service and 
programs in arts and culture, 
civic engagement and out-
reach, education and librar-
ies, environment, and health 
and wellness. 

They are a group that 
consist of women of all ages, 
talents and interests unified 
by the common desire to 
serve the community. 

Many members of the 
Junior Women’s Club were 
in attendance, helping any-
where they could from help-
ing serve food to taking pic-
tures of the Easter Bunny, to 

helping with arts and crafts. 
The club members were all 
very active in their work that 
morning, including Event 
Chair and Vice President 
Lorie Bonavita. 

“Seeing all of the smiles 
on the kids’ faces and the 
families having a good time, 
it’s just a wonderful event,” 
Bonavita said.

In addition, member Kar-
en Gatchel also spoke on the 
club. 

“We’re a lot of fun. We do 
a lot of volunteer activities in 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The The-
atre Guild of Hampden is 
prepping for their upcoming 
production of “Jerry’s Girls,” 
directed by Mark Giza, with 
Parker Eastman as music 
director and Gail Weber as 
stage manager.

The cast features Bec-
ca Greene-Van Horn, Katie 
Johnson, Kathy Renaud, Dr. 
Andrea Stolar, Robyn Scott, 
Dina Del Buono, Margie 
Secora, Jessica Glasser and 
Amanda Emet.

“Jerry’s Girls” is a musi-
cal review of songs from clas-
sic Jerry Herman musicals, 
including “Hello Dolly!”, 
“Mack & Mabel,” “A Day in 
Hollywood/A Night in the 
Ukraine,” “Mame” and more.

Tickets are $30 for adults 
and $25 for seniors and stu-

dents.
The performances will 

take place at the Hampden 
Senior Center on 104 Allen 
St. in Hampden on April 25, 
April 26, April 27, May 2, 
May 3 and May 4. The show-
times are Friday and Saturday 
at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday Mat-
inees at 2 p.m.

The community is en-
couraged to get their tick-
ets now by visiting theatre-
guildofhampden.org.

Secora shared she’s 
known Giza for many years 
and he called to ask if she’d 
be interested in auditioning. 
She’s performed for many 
years and, also, started The 
Red Door Theater in Feeding 
Hills with a partner, which 
ran for 31 years.

“I didn’t do any theater in 
this area because I was run-
ning my own theater and then 
in the past few years, I’ve 

Theatre Guild to 
present ‘Jerry’s Girls’

Bunny BreakfastBunny Breakfast

The Easter 
Bunny takes 
a photo with 
Lionel, Cora, 
and Lena Green. 
As well as Molly 
and Evelyn 
MacEachern.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
The cast of “Jerry’s Girls” performs a group number during 
their rehearsal on April 6 at the Town House Auditorium in 
Hampden.

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The senior 
center received a special vis-
it from Professor Presto at 
Western New England Mad 
Science on April 8 to learn 
about the science of superhe-
roes.

The intergenerational 
event also featured students 
from Green Valley Pre-
school in attendance, who 

volunteered with Profes-
sor Presto to pick up Thor’s 
hammer Mjölnir and help 
Superman--in ping pong ball 
form--fly. Batgirl also made 
a blink-and-you’ll-miss-it ap-
pearance.

Professor Presto’s trusty 
sidekick, Eggbert, also joined 
in the fun.

During the event, attend-
ees learned about the science 
behind the most popular su-
perhero powers from flight 
and invisibility and how Spi-

derman walks on walls to 
changing color and pulling 
off daring escapes.

The program was support-
ed, in part, by a grant from the 
Hampden Cultural Council, a 
local agency supported by the 
Mass Cultural Council.

After dazzling the au-
dience with his superhero 
science, Professor Presto 
explained the show is an op-
portunity to help kids get in-
volved in science.

“It might not necessar-

ily be the science--the real 
science--behind how what 
works, but it’s believable 
enough for the kids to under-
stand it. Things like my color 
change over here and all that,” 
he said. “But the kids love it.”

On Eggbert--full name 

The Select Board 
will decide if it’s on 
the town meeting 
warrant. 

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent 

WILBRAHAM – Wilbra-
ham Police Chief Ed Lennon 
appeared before the Select 
Board on April 7 to propose 
an addition to the warrant for 
the Annual Town Meeting 
this spring. 

Lennon would like to see 
residents vote to determine if 
all unposted streets in thickly 
settled areas of town should 
have a speed limit of 25 mph. 

“The 25 mph only affects 
places that are unposted and 
are thickly settled,” Lennon 
said. “The unposted speed 
limits in these areas right now 

are 30 mph. Any currently 
posted speed limits would 
remain the same. If there’s a 
speed zone, let’s say 35 mph 
on Main Street – or anywhere 
they’ve gone through the 
process to set it, this 25 mph 
would not affect that at all.” 

Currently, Ludlow, 
Springfield, Amherst, South-
wick, Pittsfield and Westfield 
have adopted the law in west-
ern Massachusetts. Lennon 
said that about a third of the 
municipalities in the state 
have adopted the regulation, 
but most of them are in the 
eastern portion of Massachu-
setts. 

According to Lennon, 
the town also has the option 
to handle speed limits on a 
street-to-street basis, but the 
state doesn’t recommend this 
because it would be too com-
plex of a project and harder to 
maintain. 

“In my opinion, setting 

this would basically be our 
expression as a town what we 
feel we want to have on side 
streets; what we want driv-
ers to drive at,” Lennon said. 
“Basically, we would put that 
out there of what we expect. 
Also, there would, hopefully, 
be an expectation that this 
would reduce the speeds on 
the side streets.” 

Lennon added that, if 
passed, the regulation would 
slow the town’s speeding 
metric down. He was frank, 
however, that the police de-
partment would not be able to 
enforce the speed limit on all 
these side streets. 

“As far as the police some-
how using this as an enforce-
ment tool and somehow tick-
eting on the side streets, it’s 
just not practical,” Lennon 
said. “I think this would be 
more our town’s expectation 

Talks begin with 
Concord and 
Lexington

By Charles F. 
Bennett

Times Editor 
Emeritus

Just as the bat-
tles of Concord and 
Lexington kicked 
off the American 
Revolutionary War, 
as a topic of the Old Meeting 
House Museum’s first open 
house, they will signal the 
start of a schedule of guest 
speakers at the Main Street 
historical museum this sea-
son.

Known for their in-depth 
look into Wilbraham and 

American history, the muse-
um will host guest speaker 
Rich Howell who will give 
the first talk of the season 
at 2 p.m. on Sunday, May 4 

in the town-owned 
museum. His topic 
will be “The Gen-
esis of Revolution: 
The Dawn of the 
American War for 
Independence”. 

And Howell 
knows his subject 
well as a re-enactor 
who will be taking 
part in the re- cel-

ebration of Lexington and 
Concord scheduled for a 
four-day event that marks 
the 250th Anniversary of the 
pivotal events that set our 
nation on the path to inde-
pendence — a path that led 
from Boston through Lex-
ington and Concord.

According to the “Histor-
ical Address at the Centen-

HISTORICAL WILBRAHAM

Atheneum plans season of Open Houses 
at Old Meeting House Museum

‘Science of Superheroes’

Wilbraham police chief proposes 25 
mph speed limit in unposted areas

Submitted photo
Hometown historical authority 
Rich Howell will talk about 
“The Genesis of Revolution: 
The Dawn of the American 
War for Independence” on 
May 4 at the Old Meeting 
House Museum. 

Please see BREAKFAST, page 8Please see THEATRE, page 5

Please see SCIENCE, page 9

Please see SPEED, page  10Please see HISTORICAL, page 13

Professor Presto shows 
off a smokescreen science 

experiment through the 
power of steam.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

GFWC 
Wilbraham 
Junior 
Women’s 
Club hosts
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24/7 Emergency Service
(413) 374-1322

Pumping • Installation • Title 5 Inspections • Perc Tests
SEWER PUMP REPAIRS • FULLY INSURED • FAMILY OWNED

                                   566-2916

HAMPDEN SEPTIC
Time To Get 
Your Septic 
Pumped, 
Call To 

Book Now!
WE ARE A LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS

WE’RE STILL TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS!

VFW AND AUXILIARY
POST 9397

FUNDRAISER

BINGO
PURSE AND T OOLSPURSE AND T OOLS

Night
Get ready to shout “BINGO!” and win some amazing prizes 

at this fun-filled event. Bring your own food ONLY. 
Drinks available for purchase

$40 PER PERSON
INCLUDES 10 BINGO CARDS 

(1 FOR EACH ROUND).
ADDITIONAL CARDS CAN BE BOUGHT.

190 Main Street
Hampden, MA 01035

FRIDAY,
MAY 9, 2025
FIRST GAME

STARTS AT 6PM

SCAN TO 

PURCHASE

TICKETS

RAFFLE 
RAFFLE 

PRIZES
PRIZES

10 BINGO
10 BINGOGAMES
GAMES

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE
“A Family Business You Can Trust”

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!
704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee

10% 
Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your 

GOLD Towards 
A New Purchase

WE BUY  GOLD!

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY

By Patricia Sullivan
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - Eleven 
ukulele students gathered for 
their first lesson at the Wilbra-
ham Senior Center on April 
8 at 1:30 pm. Less than half 
an hour later, they were all 
strumming their first song.

“Ukulele is easier to learn 
than guitar and people with 
small hands or even arthritic 
hands can do it,” said instruc-
tor Amy Scott. “It’s realistic 
to play a song in a lesson or 
two with little or no experi-
ence.”

The senior center collab-
orated with Falcetti Music 
of Springfield to offer a 
package of four beginner 
lessons for $30 along with 
loans of ukuleles, music 
stands and tuners. It was 
the first time the center 
has hosted music lessons 
and the class filled quick-
ly, according to Jen Fin-
nigan, activities/volunteer 
coordinator for the senior 
center.

Scott, a piano, voice 
and ukulele instructor for 
Falcetti, relates to those 
coming to music later in 
life. Although she has 
played piano since child-
hood, she began to pursue 
music seriously after a 
career in marketing and 
is studying for a degree in 
music at Holyoke Communi-
ty College. 

She took up the ukulele 
during the pandemic.

After tuning students’ 
ukuleles, Scott quickly got 
the class underway. She 
demonstrated how to hold the 
instrument and how to strum 
its four strings gently, as if 
petting a kitten. 

A strap is useful, she said, 
because a ukulele can be 
slippery, especially if you’re 
standing.

Scott taught the students 
two easy chords and a basic 
strumming pattern and soon 
they were playing and singing 
“Coconut” by Harry Nilsson: 
“Put the lime in the coconut, 
drink ‘em bot’ up. Put the 
lime in the coconut and call 
me in the morning.”

“This is the chord-strum-
ming style of ukulele playing. 
Singing will be involved,” 
Scott said. “If you don’t want 
to sing, encourage others to 
sing, because without singing 

you have no melody.”
While most of the students 

had very little musical back-
ground, John Puffer of Wil-
braham has played the guitar 
since college and was in a 
rock and roll band. He was 
happy to see music offered at 
the Wilbraham Senior Center 
and enjoyed the class.

“I play my guitar every 
day. I bought a ukulele 10 
years ago and play it about 
every three months,” Puffer 
said. “For me, the fingering 
on a ukulele is a challenge. I 
don’t have to think about it on 
the guitar, but on the ukulele 
I do.”

Joan Ugolik came to the 

class with encouragement 
from her niece. 

“I’m a newbie,” Ugolik 
said. “I’m hoping it’s easy.”

Toni Wapner brought 
along her father’s ukulele 
from the 1950s. When Scott 
saw that the instrument need-
ed repairs to its tuning pegs, 
she loaned her a new instru-
ment from Falcetti. Wapner 
found strumming with long 
fingernails a challenge but 
enjoyed the class and decid-
ed to cut her nails for easier 
playing.

Phyllis Ervin took the les-
son on a ukulele she received 
as a gift from her husband. At 
the end of the class she joked, 
“I’m going to serenade him 
tonight!”

Future ukulele classes will 
cover additional chords and 
strumming patterns and dy-

Ukulele Music Fills Senior Center

Turley photos by Patricia Sullivan
Ukulele instructor Amy Scott at the Wilbraham Senior Center.

Amy Scott gave ukulele student Phyllis Ervin guidance on 
forming chords.

Janet Aube learned ukulele 
basics on an instrument she 

gave her husband as a gift.

namics—playing loudly and 
softly and discovering where 
to put emphasis.

“Once you learn the C, G 
and F chords it will unlock 
hundreds of songs for you,” 

promised Scott.
She gave the class some 

parting advice: “You can nev-
er tune too much. Newer in-
struments like these are fussy 
in the beginning. Tune a lot.”

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Se-
lectboard received updates 
from the Fire Department 
Building Committee on the 
fire station renovation and 
expansion on April 7.

Associate Member Lance 
Trevallion explained in 2019 
the committee came before 
the board for a building as-
sessment study to be done, 
which was completed. Later, 
Tecton was brought in for 
ideas and drawings.

“That didn’t really work 
with the price and our site. 
We went back to the drawing 
board and we came up with 
the third architect here,” 
Trevallion said.

That architectural firm 
was Saccoccio & Associates.

“So, right off the bat, they 
seem very up-to-date. They 
gave us great feedback and 
they came up with a floor 
plan that would work with 
some budget adjustments,” 
Trevallion said. “The com-
mittee’s worked very hard up 
to this date, so we’d like to 
thank them for that. They’ve 
been great to work with the 
architect and them as well.”

Chairman Mark Barba 
said numbers were received 
from the architect the week 
before and the existing sta-
tion measures around 5,000 
square feet currently. The 
design for the renovation 

and expansion “basically is 
squaring up the building.”

“The lower area, now, 
that is addition/renovation, 
is approximately another 
5,000 square feet. There is 
a second level, if you will, 
with this design which is 
over the middle section, 
which is designed now as a 
completely unfinished future 
use area--if needed--stor-
age and mechanical area,” 
Barba said. “So, what we’re 
looking at right now is ev-
erything on the first floor. 
We’ve configured it this way 
so all the apparatus--as you 
guys have seen--is exiting, 
entering, from North Road 
and then the rest of the area 
is designated, now, for ba-
sically what the fire depart-
ment needs. The hot zones, 
the cold zones, give us our 
training room, gives us the 
office area.”

Importantly, Barba add-
ed, the turnout gear which 
was in the back left corner 
along with cleaning, gear 
extractors and contaminants 
when coming back from 
calls is “kind of isolated” 
and away from the rest of the 
building.

The design being shown 
during the meeting that night 
was the final version from 
the architect.

“We did some tweaking 
here we thought fit the site,” 
Barba said. “Working with 

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers
The Selectboard received updates from the Fire Department 
Building Committee on April 7 regarding the fire station 
renovation and expansion proposal.

Selectboard receives 
updates on fire station 
renovation, expansion

Please see STATION, page 3
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WE ARE HIRING!

Email your resume to: kcaporale@hilbgroup.com

603 North Main Street • 413-858-2680

Seeking a motivated 
Personal Insurance 

Manager in 
East Longmeadow

Competitive Salary • Flexible in-office schedules
Holiday Pay • Generous Benefit Offerings

Would you like to be treated as family while 
receiving outstanding benefits?

Come Work With Us!

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
CLOSED EASTER SUNDAY

 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
FOR SPRING!

Hop Into The GreenhouseHop Into The Greenhouse
  Beautiful Blooming  
  Spring Bulbs

Colorful Tulips, 
Sunny Daffodils, 

Fragrant Hyacinths
2 for $16 or $8.99 ea. 6” Pots

Gluten Free Foods
FRESH & FROZEN
Pies, Desserts, 

Cupcakes & Cookies

From Randall’s Easter Kitchen
Randall’s Quiche ~ 8 Varieties
Fresh Baked Fruit Pies & Cream Pies

Cider Donuts, Fresh Fruit Salad
BOAR’S HEAD BONELESS 

SWEET SLICE HAMS $7.99 lb

Fill Your Easter Basket
TEMPTING ASSORTMENT 

OF EASTER CANDY
Chocolate Bunnies, 

Gourmet Jelly Beans
Vermont “Nut Free” 

& “No Whey”
Chocolate and Candy

Blue Seal, Janik & 
Boar’s Head Kielbasa

Beautiful White 
Easter Lilies

Tricolor Easter Egg Mums
Dreamy Blue & Pink Hydrangeas

Pretty Smiling    
PANSIES!

Fresh Flower Bouquets 
& Arrangements

Tulips, Lilies, Hydrangeas & More!

Spring Specials April 16-22Spring Specials April 16-22

 

Driscoll Red Raspberries 6 oz ........2 for $5
Red & Green Seedless Grapes  ..... $2.99 lb
Golden Ripe Pineapples  .............. $3.99 ea
Lemons Extra Large...........................5 for $3
Fresh Broccoli Crowns ................. $1.49 lb
Sweet Red Peppers ....................... $1.99 lb
Brussels Sprouts .......................... $1.99 lb 
Locally Grown
Yukon Gold Potatoes 5 lb Bag ............. $2.99 
Boar’s Head Deluxe & 
Low Sodium Deluxe Ham ............. $9.99 lb
Boar’s Head American Cheese ..... $5.99 lb
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On Monday, the 
Select Board 
approved several 
items related to the 
event. 

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent 

WILBRAHAM – The Se-
lect Board has given its bless-
ing for the Wilbraham Hill 
Climb, which is set to occur 
on Saturday, May 10 between 
approximately 7 a.m. and 3 
p.m. 

Organizers Ed Cenedella 
and Jeff DeMarey joined the 
board’s meeting on April 7. 
They announced that there 
will be a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony and the singing of the 
National Anthem by a wom-
an from a Springfield-based 
music charity to kick off the 
event. 

“She’s got an absolute-
ly powerful voice, and she’s 
going to come and do the an-
them. It will be at 8 a.m. As 
soon as that ribbon is cut, off 
we go,” one of the organizers 
said. 

Police Chief Ed Lennon 
said that the operations plan 
is good to go, although there 
might be some small modifi-
cations in the coming weeks. 

Cenedella and DeMarey 
explained how transportation 
to the event will work, as nu-
merous streets in the center of 
Wilbraham will be shut down 
for the Hill Climb, which in-
volves vintage cars racing up 
Monson Road, an extensive 
car show and several other 
festivities. 

“Instead of running shuttle 
buses through our event, we’ll 
run two from Minnechaug to 
Brewer and two from Me-
morial to WMA and then run 
them back,” they said. “We 
figure people coming from 
that way can park at Memorial 
School and then come down. 
And that bus just turns around 
and comes right back. Both 

lanes open. As does the Min-
nechaug bus; turns around in 
Brewer and then goes back.” 

According to Lennon, the 
race route is set in stone. The 
Select Board unanimously ap-
proved of the operation plan. 
Lennon added that there is one 
potential change to the opera-
tions plan. 

“The fire department is 
working out, they want to get 
the inspections done before 
the event happens, so there is a 
lot going on in the morning. In 
the morning, they will confirm 
that it is the truck that they did 
inspect,” Lennon said. 

The organizers noted that 
several vendors have already 
expressed interest in getting 
inspected several days prior 
to the event so that they can 
come in, park and set up with-
out an issue on May 10. 

Select Board Vice Chair 
Michael Squindo went over 
the parking bans, which are 
quite extensive. They are all in 
effect from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Areas that will be closed 
during this period include: 

Main Steet between Tinkham 
Road and Wright Place, 
Springfield Street between 
Main Street and Ridley Street, 
Burt Lane, Crane Park Drive, 
Old Road, Hunting Lane, 
Pomeroy Street, Miles Mor-
gan Court, Willow Brook 
Lane, Woodland Dell Road, 
Brookmont Drive between 
Main Street and Hilltop Drive, 
Mountain Road between Main 
Street and 509 Mountain 
Road, Ridge Road between 
Monson Road and 200 feet 
north on Ridge Road, Peak 
Road between Monson Road 
and 200 feet south on Peak 
Road, Monson Road between 
Main Street and Ridge Road, 
the north town lane of Main 
Street between Tinkham Road 
and Faculty Street and – most 
importantly - Monson Road 
between Main Street and 
Ridge Road. 

Lennon explained the pro-
cess of helping townspeople 
get ready for the event, as the 
police department will post 
signs across the area to warn 
them of the road closures 

ahead of time. 
“We have signs that say 

town of Wilbraham on them. 
We go around the day before 
and post them on telephone 
poles and post them on stakes 
on all of the roads that are re-
stricted,” Lennon said. “Gen-
erally, we put them in the day 
before and pick them up ei-
ther that day or the next day. 
We put it on our Facebook 
page, website, we publicize 
it and it’s worked out really 
well the last couple of years.” 

Lennon was asked about 
cars that are already parked in 
the area. He said that 24-hour 
parking there is prohibited, 
and the signs will be placed 
well in advance of the event. 
He did touch on what hap-
pens to people who don’t lis-
ten to the no parking orders. 

“We did have some last 
year that did flat violate it. 
They didn’t park in the two 
lots that they were supposed 
to and just put [their vehi-
cles] on Main Street in the 
way, and they were ticketed,” 
Lennon said. “They were in a 
position where we didn’t have 
to tow them. They just violat-
ed with where they parked, 
which is okay if there’s just 
a few cars. We ticket them, 
but if it’s widespread it’s a 
real problem, but we didn’t 
have any [last year] that were 
blocking.” 

One of the organizers 
added that there is a way for 
residents who live on these af-
fected roads to still get in and 
out of their driveways during 
the event. All they have to do 
is call a number that will be 
mailed to them. 

“We have that hotline in 
place too so if neighbors need 
to get up there even though 
the roads are closed, they all 
get a phone number to call. 
There’s five of us on the 
call. That one call rings five 
phones. They’ll get the num-
ber via mail. We’ve already 
sent one letter and will send 
another next week,” the orga-
nizers said. 

Turley photo by Jason DeGray
The Wilbraham Hill Climb was officially approved by the Select 
Board and will take place on May 10. Here is a photo from last 
year’s event.

Wilbraham Hill Climb set for May 10

what we’re able to work with, 
we feel this design that they’ve 
come up with here addresses 
our needs that we have. Cer-
tainly now, for equipment, for 
storage, for safety, certainly. 
Especially around the appa-
ratus, the bays. Everybody 
knows who’s been there, right 
now it’s a dangerous place. 
There’s no room between ve-
hicles. You can certainly get 
into the nuances of how much 
bigger vehicles are now. Fire 
equipment is not what it was 
50, 60 years ago when the 
building was designed.”

Barba said there’s also an 
area right up front for the pub-
lic to come in.

“It flows well,” Barba said. 
“There are a few tweaks to this 

that we would be doing, but 
for all intents and purposes, 
this is the design.”

After a 3D version of the 
design was shown, Select-
board Member John Flynn 
asked this.

“Mark, with such a large-
scale change and not--just 
throw it out there--how much 
is there? You’ve got some 
change of purpose there,” Fly-
nn said. “How much more is 
it just to build that instead of 
rehabbing or gutting what you 
have, basically. Because you 
get a million dollars for elec-
trical--which I assume cov-
ers the whole building at that 
point--I mean, did that come 
up?”

Barba replied the existing 
building will be kept.

“Obviously, there’s exten-
sive remodeling all inside. The 
price that they’re giving us is 
all new mechanical, electrical, 
plumbing,” Barba said.

The committee added ve-
hicle parking and equipment 
are also included, with the 
main feature being the auxilia-
ry services will be on the back 
wall.

“So, we don’t have to do 
any trenching in the existing 
floors, which is expensive. We 
found out when we did Wil-
braham that every time we cut 
a floor and dug a trench to put 
in a soil line or whatever, it’s 
just brutally expensive,” they 
said. “So, by going across the 
back, have all of that in the 
same flow.”

For the verticals of the roof 
line, the third bay--the exist-
ing one--would be down “a 
little bit more and making that 
higher and then, with trusses, 
we’ll gain some space for stor-
age as well.”

“Now, the electrical ser-
vice that’s there really won’t 
suffice this whole building. 
So, we’re moving it out of the 
office area and putting it in the 
other corner and then all the 
mechanicals for this project 
will go in that upstairs truss 
area, if you will, and we’re 
getting floor space where we 
need it,” they said. “So, not 
only from a safety perspec-
tive of manpower and all the 
chemical aspects of firefight-
ing today, but we’re picking 
up storage space that we dras-

tically need between vehicles 
and just a place to put things.”

When Flynn asked about 
the bays, it was explained 
there are currently four with 
three on North Road and one 
in the back.

“This project has five bays. 
So, we do have an extra bay,” 
Barba said.

After a brief discussion on 
the history of the fire station, 
the size of today’s fire trucks 
and how a cistern would need 
to be put in for water at the 
front of the building, Barba 
shared the other features of 
the renovation and expansion 
would include a separate room 
for SCBA to fill tanks, fire 
hose storage, bathrooms and 
showers, washer and gear dry-
ers for equipment, the train-
ing room and varying storage 
spaces for mechanical, equip-
ment and more.

After discussing other 
items, the board thanked the 
committee for all their work.

All information and fig-
ures for the full proposal will 
be together and presented to 
the Advisory Committee for 
review on April 14.

STATION from page 2
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EASTER HAMS

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. BONE-IN
PORK LOIN ROAST
RIB END or LOIN END ........

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK HAM (LEG) ..................

USDA INSP. $199
lb

SALE DATES: 
4/17-4/23

$199

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PREMIUM 
CLEANED PORK 
FROM CHITTERING 5 LB BAG 

$1999

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BUTTERBALL
TURKEYS ...................

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

TURKEY BREAST ....................

USDA INSP. FROZEN

KING FISH STEAKS
W/ HEAD OR TAIL ...................

$5999
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CONCH MEAT
CLEANED 5 LB BOX..........................

$159
lb

USDA INSP. BONELESS
KAYEM BUDABALL
WHOLE PIT HAM ...............

$369
lb

lb

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF RIBEYE

$499

$133
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN SKINLESS

SALMON FILLETS ...................... ea
$599

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$829
lb

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

BEEF 
TENDERLOIN

$1999
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
16/20 COUNT 2 LB BAG ..................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

AMERICAN
LEG OF LAMB

HOLIDAY 
PORK ROAST

STUFFED W/ HAM
CHEESE, PEPPERS, 

BACON, OLIVES

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS
BUTCHER WAGON 
DINNER HAM .........................$179

lb

USDA INSP. SKINLESS & SHANKLESS 
KAYEM OLD TIME 
SMOKED HAM .......................$199

USDA INSP. CHICOPEE PROVISIONS
BLUE SEAL KIELBASA 
FOR EASTER ..........................$499

lb

$449
lb

Lenten Specials

$1088
lb

$689
lb

CUT
FREE

AVG. 
WGT. 
12 LB

AVG. 
WGT. 
3 LB

AVG. 
WGT. 
14 LB

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The com-
munity stopped by the Bethle-
hem Church parking lot from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on April 12 
to drop off donations for the 
Hartsprings Truck Drive.

The event was held in the 
church’s parking lot because 
the Spring Art Show hosted 
by the Scantic River Artisans 
took place at the senior center 
that same day.

The final donation totals 
are, currently, in the works 
and will be announced soon.

Held twice a year in April 
and October, this event helps 
residents bring larger bags of 
items or heavier and bulky 
household donations that 
would not ordinarily fit in the 
purple bin located in the se-
nior center’s parking lot.

Hartsprings Foundation, 
Inc. is a nonprofit organiza-
tion focused on repurpos-
ing, recycling and reusing 
gently-used clothing, linens, 
small household items and 
more, supporting Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters.

Joan Shea, vice president 
of the Friends of Hampden 
Senior Citizens, explained 
the drive helps support the 
senior center “for all kinds of 
events.”

“As different programs 
come up, author talks, etc., 
anything we have, we do fund 
all of those activities,” Shea 
said.

Shea thanked Bethle-
hem Church for its support 
in holding the event in their 
parking lot.

“Bethlehem Church was 
very happy to let us use 
their parking lot today. They 
opened it up, we could have 
the whole parking lot. We cer-
tainly appreciate that,” Shea 
said.

She also shared how mem-
bers of the Minnechaug Re-
gional High School Key Club 
were helping out that day, 
having connected with Joshua 
Pardave when the members 
were at an event at the library.

Later, Shea reached out 

to Lea Fitzgerald, one of the 
advisors for the Key Club, to 
learn more about their volun-
teering at community events.

“All of us from the senior 
center who are on the Friends 
board, we appreciate them,” 
Shea said. “The kids are very 
ambitious and love to do it 
and they’re right there up 
front doing everything that 
they need to do.”

Pardave, a freshman, was 
joined by fellow members 
Dylan Secor, a junior, and 
Nicholas Gencarelli, a fresh-
man, who heard about the 
event through a posting on-
line. They joined Key Club to 
prepare for college and get in-
volved in community service.

The boys enjoyed the 
friendly environment with the 

group along with the opportu-
nity to give back.

“Not only is it good for 
getting hours for college, but 
you’re able to help lovely 
people every day you can do 
it. Makes you feel good about 
yourself when you get home 
knowing that you helped soci-
ety in some way,” Secora said. 
“And I really enjoy it. I just 
think it’s an amazing thing to 
do to help a lot of people out.”

“What he said. I think 
it’s a great way to give back 
to people. Even if you nev-
er meet them again, you can 
always meet new people,” 
Pardave said. “Making a dif-
ference.”

“Just the satisfaction of 
helping people and knowing 
you made someone’s day,” 

Gencarelli said.
Shea encouraged residents 

who couldn’t make the event 
to drop off donations any 
time, adding small items can 
be dropped off at the Purple 
Bin Mondays through Fridays 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The big-
ger items can be brought in-
side and Shea will be contact-
ed to pick them up.

“I want to thank everyone 
for coming, first of all, to sup-
port it. I think, now, towns-
people from around the area 
are used to me having this 
twice a year, April and Oc-
tober, and they actually wait 
for it,” Shea said. “They’re 
all very happy. As you can 
see the flow of traffic coming 
through is constant and three 
hours is the allotted limit 
to what Hartsprings lets me 
have.”

The students want the 
community to know the Key 
Club is here to support them 
and volunteer any time, thank-
ing everyone for dropping off 
donations at the event.

“I think if you need any-
body for your help or assis-
tance with anything, Key 
Club would be great for (it). 
I think Wilbraham and Hamp-
den is an amazing place to do 
stuff because you have a lot of 
various options to help people 
and companies and anything 
like that,” Secora said.

“If you need help or vol-
unteering, you can always 
count on the Key Club. You 
can just email Ms. Fitzger-
ald,” Pardave said. “Email her 
if you ever need help.”

“Exactly what they said,” 
Gencarelli said. “Also, to ev-
eryone donating, thank you. 
We appreciate it.”

To learn more, contact 
Shea at 413-566-8224.

For anyone looking for 
help from Key Club volun-
teers, email Fitzgerald at lfitz-
gerald@hwrsd.org.

Hartsprings Truck Drive supports Hampden Senior Center

Emilio, the driver for Hartsprings, smiles inside the Hartsprings 
truck as donations begin arriving for the truck drive.

Tom Farrow and Jim Dupuis take a break from traffic duty 
during the Hartsprings Truck Drive event to pose for a fun 
photo.

A group photo of the members of 
the Friends of Hampden Senior 
Citizens, residents, members of the 
Key Club at Minnechaug Regional 
High School and Emilio, the driver 
for Hartsprings, in a group photo.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
A volunteer hands a donation to Emilio.

From the left, Nicholas Gencarelli, Joshua Pardave and Dylan 
Secor, who volunteered for the event as part of the Key Club at 
Minnechaug Regional High School. 

The Hartsprings truck begins to fill up with donations. 

Volunteers begin to take out donations from a resident’s car 
during the Hartsprings Truck Drive event.

Volunteers helped collect donations from residents as they 
arrived at the parking lot at Bethlehem Church.
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WILBRAHAM ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
Monday, May 12, 2025, 6:30 P.M.

Minnnechaug Regional High School Auditorium
All Wilbraham voters are encouraged to attend the Annual Town Meeting.

The meeting will start at 6:30 P.M. Please arrive early as the Meeting 
will begin on-time as soon as a quorum of fifty voters are present.

The 50 Warrant Articles for consideration include:

27 Budget and Consent Agenda Articles ($51,866,021 Proposed Budget Appropriation for FY26)

1 Article to Authorize Borrowing for Water Infrastructure ($4,000,000 Limit Proposed)

4 Articles Relative to the HERO Act (Veterans’ Tax Exemptions)

1 Article to Adopt a Local Option Meals Excise Tax (0.75%)

3 Zoning By-Law Amendments Regarding: Regulation of Accessory Dwelling Units; 
Regulation of Large-Scale Ground-Mounted Solar Energy Systems, and Regulation of Used Vehicle Sales

1 Article for the Acceptance of Deeds

6 Community Preservation Act Projects, including:1 Community Preservation Program Budget and 5 CPA Projects for Preservation 
of Historical Records in the Town Clerk’s Office, Exterior De-Leading and Restoration of the Old Meeting House and Hearse House, 
a Spec Pond Recreation Complex Walking Path, Updates and Improvements at Amy’s Sparkle Park, a Pavilion, Permanent Benches 

and Replacement of Kiosk for Crane Hill Disc Park, and Playground Equipment at Stony Hill School

2 Articles for Land Taking for Sidewalk Improvement Projects and 
the Intersections of Stony Hill Road and Springfield Street Road and Stony Hill Road and Boston Road

1 Article for Adoption of a Town-Wide 25 MPH Speed Limit

2 Petitioned Articles: 1 Relative to Flag Raising on Municipal Property, 
and 1 Requesting the Town Apply to the MA ABCC to Increase the Off-Premises All-Alcoholic Beverages Liquor Licenses

1 Article for a Non-Binding Resolutions Relative to a Plastic Bag Ban

Look for the Town Meeting Workbook in the Wilbraham home-delivered 
May 1, 2025 edition of the Wilbraham-Hampden Times. 

Visit the Town’s website for the Workbook, Warrant, Exhibits and related documents at: www.wilbraham-ma.gov

gotten back to doing theater,” 
Secora said. “And Mark is my 
favorite director because he’s 
just amazing as a director.”

She added the camara-
derie amongst the cast “has 
been fabulous” as everyone 
rehearses ahead of opening 
night.

“The thing I think I enjoy 
the most about doing some-
thing like this with Mark as 
director is that he is so pre-
pared and he takes you where 
you need to go. There’s no 
wasted time and he’s got such 
a vision,” Secora said. “So, 
I love to come here and see 
what’s next, what we’re going 
to do with the next number.”

Glasser got a message 
from Greene-Van Horn that 
more people were being 
sought after auditions and 
tried out, sharing this was her 
first time taking part in a pro-
duction with the guild.

It’s, also, her first show in 
two and a half years after wel-
coming her second son.

“This is kind of the per-
fect show to get back in with, 
which has been really excit-
ing,” Glasser said.

Glasser stressed the im-
portance of supporting local 
theater groups and the arts.

“That’s so important. I 
think just getting out and see-
ing a show is great for people. 
You get to see something new, 
you get to experience some-
thing different. You may get 
to see a different viewpoint 
for something or learn some-
thing,” Glasser said. “I think 
it, also, just to support people 
that live in your towns or the 
adjacent towns is really im-
portant. I think that theaters 
could use the help more than 
ever now and it’s just really 
nice to have a night out.”

For Scott, she did “Cab-
aret” in 2018 with the guild 
and was excited to take part 
in this production as she knew 
of Jerry Herman. Her favor-
ite numbers during rehearsal 

have been “Let’s Go to the 
Movies” and “Kiss Her Now” 
along with the solo numbers.

“I just enjoy working with 
Mark again. He’s very re-
spectful of all of our time and 
it’s just so much fun to make 
music. It’s just a joyful pro-
cess. We all need a little bit 
more joy in our lives,” Scott 
said.

Her advice for future per-
formers was this.

“Just not to be afraid to 
audition. I think it’s so scary 
for a newcomer, but all of the 
local theaters that I’ve worked 
with have had really simple 
audition processes. It can be 
very intimidating when you 
first start, but don’t be afraid,” 
Scott said. “Don’t be afraid 
to fail. The audition process 
will always teach you some-
thing even if you don’t make 
a show and there’s always an-
other show. Always, always, 
always. So, if you don’t make 
one, keep auditioning. Don’t 
let it keep you down.”

Giza explained he chose 
“Jerry’s Girls” as he had di-
rected it 32 years ago and was 
a big fan of Jerry Herman’s 
music and the musicals he 
composed.

“I really wanted to do it 
again because some wom-
en were available and some 

women I wanted to work with 
for years and now they were 
available. So, it was time to 
do it,” Giza said. “It’s been a 
wonderful experience.”

Giza--like the cast--hopes 
the audience can escape to a 
different world for a time and 
feel joy when they check out 
the show.

“It’s nice that you can go 
and can escape to this. It’s 
some beautiful, light music, 
some dramatic tones and 
some beautiful music,” Giza 
said. “But, it’s just a night 
of just not thinking and just 
going and enjoying and just 
listening to the most beautiful 
music and really good sing-
ers.”

Giza also thanked every-
one for their continued sup-
port of the guild, adding The 
Theatre Guild of Hampden 
will mark 20 years with a big 
celebration on Sept. 14 at the 
Country Club of Wilbraham.

He encouraged everyone 
to get their tickets soon for 
“Jerry’s Girls.”

“Just to come and enjoy it! 
If you want a night out, just to 
come and enjoy it. It’s going 
to be a fun evening, great mu-
sic, very talented people and 
we all need a break,” Giza 
said. “So, this is a perfect 
time to do it.”

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
The cast of “Jerry’s Girls” in a group photo with director Mark 
Giza ahead of rehearsal. 
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WILBRAHAM - The 
YMCA sets kids up for a 
safe, healthy and fun sum-
mer at Healthy Kids Day! 

This annual event fea-
tures a day of fun-filled ac-
tivities to celebrate kids be-
ing kids.

The Scantic Valley Y 
is hosting the Y’s annual 
Healthy Kids Day® on Sat-
urday, April 26 from 10 a.m. 
to Noon located at 45 Post 
Office Park in Wilbraham. 
This free event features a va-

riety of family-friendly ac-
tivities to encourage healthy 
kids, healthy families, and a 
healthy start to the summer 
season.

“It is so important for 
kids to stay active over the 
summer, both physical-
ly and mentally,” said Deb 
Kelder, Executive Director 
at the Scantic Valley Y. “At 
the Y, we believe in provid-
ing resources to families to 
ensure that their children 
have access to what they 

need to reach their full po-
tential, no matter the time of 
year. Healthy Kids Day is a 
fun, free community-wide 
event that encourages fami-
lies to take advantage of all 
the great summer resources 
that the Y, and other local, 
like-minded organizations, 
has to offer.”   

Healthy Kids Day at the 
Scantic Valley Y is spon-
sored by Country Bank. For 
more information, contact 
the Y at 413.596.2749.

Healthy Kids Day at the Scantic Valley 
YMCA free and open to the public

WILBRAHAM - The 
start of a new year is another 
year completed in the Wil-
braham’s Open Space Com-
mittee’s (OSRPC) continued 
work to improve our town by 
preserving our treasured for-
ests and natural areas. This 
year will be the fourth year 
in the Open Space Commit-
tee’s current seven-year plan 
for town improvements. 

Last year, OSRPC com-
pleted several projects with 
help from town volunteers 
and local organizations. In 
2024, OSRPC created and 
installed new information ki-
osks on trailheads, trail blaz-
ing and signage at Oakland, 
Sawmill, Thayer Brook, 
Mount Marcy and two trails 
at Rice Nature Preserve. 
ORPC also improved maps 
and webpages for the Crane 
Hill and Twelve Mile trails 
which makes these materials 
easier for public access. 

The OSRPC Trail Main-
tenance crew worked with 
local volunteers from Min-
nechaug High School and lo-
cal Girl & Boy Scout troops 

to improve and maintain 
trail systems by trimming 
back spring growth, repair-
ing storm damage and doing 
fall clean-up. The committee 
began to address bike trail 
issues by meeting with lo-
cal biking community rep-
resentatives, the Recreation 
Department and the Conser-
vation Commission and is 
now working in conjunction 
with town biking enthusiasts 
to ensure safe access and 
responsible maintenance of 
shared trail networks. OS-
RPC obtained ADA funding 
to make improvements to 
designated areas of the trail 
networks for ADA accessi-
bility and received Commu-
nity Preservation funding 
for an ADA trail at Sawmill 
Pond, with the work to hope-
fully be done in 2025. 

Another highlight of 
2024 is the increased interest 
and attendance at Wilbraham 
Hiking Club events in part-
nership with the OSRPC, 
Wilbraham Recreation De-
partment and the Wilbraham 
Playground and Recreation 

Commission. All are com-
mitted to engaging the pub-
lic and highlighting the ben-
efits that hiking on our open 
space areas provides to the 
townspeople of Wilbraham.

Upcoming items in the 
current OSRPC 7-year plan 
include a review of the “This 
Land is Your Land” brochure 
to promote bequeathing 
land/property and placing 
conservation restrictions on 
land for tax breaks. Also, in 
2025 the Wilbraham Open 
Space Committee is com-
mitted to breaking out a 
new town survey for public 
feedback, improving street 
signage leading to trailhead 
areas, completely updating 
the system of maps posted to 
AllTrails, a nationwide trail 
app, and to repainting fading 
signs, as well as continuing 
to upkeep of our natural ar-
eas. If you haven’t done so, 
check out the Wilbraham 
Open Space Town Website 
or “like” us on Facebook/
Instagram and get out there!

Wilb. Open Space Committee Update
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Letters to the editor should be 350 
words or less in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be published. 
We require letter writers to include his 
or her town of residence and home tele-
phone number. We must authenticate 
authorship prior to publication. We re-
serve the right to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to be libelous or 
contain unsubstantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation of charac-
ter and offensive language. All unknown 
or alleged facts and quotations offered 
by the author need to cite credible, un-
biased sources. Send letters to: Editor, 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@turley.
com. The deadline for submissions is 
Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly correct fac-

tual errors that appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Corrections or 
clarifications will always appear on the 
editorial pages. To request a correction, 
send information in an e-mail or mailed 
communication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 
is published every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc. One year out of town 
subscriptions are available at $45, out 
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission of 
news material, letters to the editor and 
photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The TIMES 
is not responsible for submitted photos.

Editorial 
Policy
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TEAM
VIEWPOINTS

A Brimfield resident makes reg-
ular trips to ponds to look for water-
fowl often in Warren. 

On March 19 he saw five Cana-
da geese, six mallards (three pairs), 
three American black 
ducks, six green-
winged teal (three 
pairs) and one male, 
hooded merganser at 
a pond on New Reed 
Street.

The green-winged 
teal is the smallest 
dabbling duck in 
North America. The 
male has a cinna-
mon colored head 
and grayish body with 
a green crescent from the eye to the 
back of the head. The male has a ver-
tical white strip that extends from the 
water line to its shoulder. The female 

is brown. Both sexes have green wing 
patches, which are visible in flight. 
They also have a yellowish stripe 
along the tail.

They have a blocky body, large 
head and short bill. They are between 
12 and 15 inches in length. There tail 
is high out of the water.  

Spring time is a great time to 
look for green winged teal. They of-
ten land in shallow wetlands and are 
sometimes seen foraging in puddles 
of water on agricultural fields. They 
feed on shallow bodies of water on 

vegetation. They 
breed in dense veg-
etation along river 
deltas. 

The oldest know 
green-winged teal 
was at least 20 years 
and three months. 
A female, she was 
banded in Oklaho-
ma in 1941 and re-
covered by a hunter 
in Missouri in 1960.

Great blue heron
The Brimfield resident said in an 

email dated March 19, “I visited two 
ponds in Warren yesterday and saw 

great blue herons for the second time 
this spring. However this time, they 
were at the pond where great blue 
herons have had nest for a couple of 
years and an osprey was back. Both 
sightings were at the pond on South 
Street.” Other birds seen at the pond 
included one ring-billed gull, three 
rock pigeon, one blue jay and six red-
winged blackbirds.               

Last year, there were four heron 
nests, however one nest fell down 
during the winter. There were two  
birds standing in one of the nests for 
a time before one of the birds flew to 
a nearby tree.

Osprey
The Brimfield resident said an 

osprey nest has been at this location 
in Warren since 2020 and nine young 
have successfully fledged. here. An 
adult just arrived in the last day or so. 
The bird flew to the nest carrying a 
branch and then moved to the bottom 
of the nest, tilted forward and then 
began scratching at the bottom of the 
nest. He took a picture of this osprey 
scratching. He said, “In a picture I 
took, debris can be seen flying over 
the edge of the nest. A behavior I 
have never seen before – interesting.” 

Worm stealing blue jay
An Oakham resident through his 

kitchen window an American Rob-
in extract a worm from the ground.   
He said, “At that moment, a blue 
jay landed scaring off the robin and 
stealing the worm.” He watched the 
blue jay flit closer and closer in the 
shrubbery and swoop in when the 
next worm was extracted by a robin. 
He said, “I did a quick check of the 
literature - nothing like this observed 
before.  Jays, crows, ravens and mag-
pies (Corvidae family) are renowned 
for their instinctual ‘intelligence’ and 
thievery.”

 Sandhill cranes
I have not seen the sandhill cranes 

in my field lately. I did here then ear-
ly in the morning last week when I 
put my trash bin out. My neighbor 
said she heard them in the morning 
as well.

People may report a bird sighting 
or bird related experience by call-
ing me at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times 
welcomes readers to participate in this 
year’s election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these pages. 
Letters of up to 250 words from local resi-
dents endorsing candidates on the ballot or 
discussing campaign issues should be sent 
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times, care of Tur-
ley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to krivers@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification 
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters 
must be received by noon Monday to be 
considered for that Thursday’s newspaper. 
No attack letters will be printed. No letters 
written by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of 
letters received is larger than the space 
available in the newspaper, or if the letters 
become repetitive, the newspaper reserves 
the right to print a representative sample. 
No endorsement letters will be printed in 
the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor 
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, 

the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, state 
Senate, state House, district attorney 
and Governor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well as a 
question-and-answer voters guide. In 
order to ensure fairness to all candidates, 
no political press releases will be printed, 
nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further pub-
licize their candidacy, beliefs and events 
may contact advertising, 413-283-8393 
about paid advertising in Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times.

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Green-winged teal

Just when you think you 
are done planning your 
garden you come across 

something else to grow.  What 
did it for me was a trip to the 
Dollar Store where I found the 
seed packs priced at four for 
$1.25. What a deal!  

While I wouldn’t spend 
$3.99 for a package of egg-
plant seeds, I could shell out 
approximately 32 cents, and 
if I end up with a half dozen 
fruit it would be worth the in-
vestment.  

We grow eggplant at Old Stur-
bridge Village, but it is the ornamen-
tal type, the kind that looks seriously 
like pure white eggs hanging from a 
fuzzy gray-green plant! I plan to grow 
“Black Beauty,” the variety that holds 
promise of parmesan grinders and 
saucy pasta dishes.  

It’s been a few years since I have 
grown eggplant. I stopped growing it 
because I never seemed to pick it at 
the right time – either it was too early 
or too late. 

So, why don’t we learn together 
how to grow eggplant successfully 

and harvest it correctly? 
Eggplant is a member of the Sola-

naceae family, making it cousins with 
tomatoes and peppers. Like its rela-
tives, eggplant seeds need to be start-
ed indoors, eight to 10 weeks prior to 
the last frost.

By sowing the seed yesterday, I 
just sneak in to the eight week mark. 
If the thought of growing eggplant 
excites you, don’t let the calendar 
dissuade you. Any head start is still a 
head start!  

The seeds like a warmer germi-
nation temperature, with some ex-
perts calling for 80 degrees!  When 
the seedlings show their first set of 

true leaves, transplant them out of 
the seed pack and into six packs. 
A grow on temperature of 72 de-
grees coupled with supplemental 
light will produce nice, stocky 
seedlings. 

Another trick to stocky seed-
lings is the brush method. A cou-
ple of times a day run the top of 
your hand gently over the seed-
lings. Depending on how quickly 
they grow, another transplanting 
maybe necessary, this time into a 
four-inch pot.  
Be careful not to disturb the roots 

too much; while tomatoes and pep-
pers don’t seem to mind transplanting, 
eggplant can be stunted a bit, so tackle 
this task tenderly.

About mid-May preheat your gar-
den space in preparation for planting 
out the seedling. I lay down black 
plastic for peppers and will also use it 
for my eggplant transplants. 

After the plants have been hard-
ened off for a week or so by gradual 
exposure to the elements, it’s time to 
get them in the ground. I cut “Xs” in 
the plastic about 18” apart, and mix 
some compost into the soil under each 

X. The seedlings are then installed 
just slightly lower into the soil than 
where they were growing in the pot.  

If you can cover them with a float-
ing row cover to help modulate the 
heat and keep flea beetles and Colora-
do potato beetles at bay, all the better.  

I read that northern gardeners can 
expect to get four to six fruit per plant. 
Folks with a longer growing season 
can sometimes gain 12 to 15!  

Once the fruit appear glossy, they 
can be picked, even before they reach 
their full size. If you wait until the 
skin is dull, the fruits are seedy and 
not at their prime any longer.  

I am excited to see if my 32 cent 
investment will be fruitful. Fingers 
crossed!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agricul-
ture at the University of Massachu-
setts. For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys grow-
ing food as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to poui-
mette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

Eggplant parmesan anyone?

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

When is the best 
time for me to claim 
Social Security?

 
Dear Rusty: 

I will be 66 ½ in June and would like to discuss 
when would be the best time for me to start taking 
my social security benefits. 

I am still employed full time and don’t want to 
be penalized because of that. Please let me know 
what I need to do to set up an appointment with you. 
I got your information from the AMAC website and 
I look forward to hearing from you. 

Signed: Ready to Claim 
 

Dear Ready: 
You can certainly call us on 1-888-750-2622 

during normal EST business hours for a personal 
conversation. 

But to facilitate that conversation, be aware that 
deciding when to claim your Social Security bene-
fit normally depends on just a few factors, includ-
ing your financial need, your health and expected 
longevity, and your marital status. A few things to 
be aware of: Born in 1958, your “Full Retirement 
Age” is age 66 years and 8 months. If you were 
born in October 1958, you will reach you FRA in 
June 2025, and that is the point you can get 100% 
of the SS benefit you’ve earned from a lifetime of 
working.

Once you reach your FRA in June, Social Se-
curity’s “annual earnings test” no longer applies. 
Thus, you can continue working after you start your 
SS benefits and your earnings will not negatively 
affect your monthly benefit amount. If you claim 
any earlier than your FRA, you will get a smaller 
benefit and also be subject to Social Security’s an-
nual earnings test (which for you this year - your 
FRA year - is $62,160, or $5,180/month after you 
start your SS benefits). If you decide to claim before 
your FRA, your benefit will be reduced by .556% 

for each month early (a permanent reduction). 
You can also wait beyond your FRA to claim 

and earn Delayed Retirement Credits (DRCs) at the 
rate of .667% per month (8% per year of delay), in 
order to get an even higher benefit later. If financial-
ly feasible, you can delay up to the age of 70 when 
your monthly benefit will reach maximum - about 
27% more than it will be in June of this year.  

0-If you are single and will not be eligible for a 
spousal benefit, then you should make your claim-
ing decision based only on your own needs. If, 
however, you are married and your spouse’s FRA 
benefit is more than twice your FRA amount, you 
may be entitled to a “spousal boost” (a supplemen-
tal amount added to your own SS benefit).

Your life expectancy should be considered when 
deciding when to claim your SS retirement benefits. 
If you expect to enjoy at least “average” longevity 
(about 87 for a woman your current age), then you 
might also consider delaying your claim (if finan-
cially feasible) and that is often a prudent choice. 
If you don’t expect to achieve a long life, or if you 
need the money sooner, or if you are entitled to 
spousal benefits, then claiming at your FRA of 66 
years and 8 months is likely your best option.  

In the end, only you can decide when you should 
claim your Social Security, but we’re always here to 
answer any additional questions you may have. You 
can feel free to call us at any time (1-888-750-2622) 
during normal EST business hours to discuss your 
options directly with one of our certified Social Se-
curity advisors. Or you can also ask any additional 
questions via email, which we will be most happy to 
respond to promptly. 

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Administration or any other 
governmental entity. This article is intended for 
information purposes and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/so-
cial-security-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a Social Se-
curity advisor for AMAC. 

 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters
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COMMUNITY
BULLETIN BOARD

Readers are encouraged to send in 
medium to high resolution photos 

for this page by e-mail to 
krivers@turley.com or

mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 

WILBRAHAMWILBRAHAM
HAMPDENHAMPDEN

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Send us in
your 

announcements!
Happy Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run 

here free of charge, please keep it 

to less than 50 words.

Please send to krivers@turley.com

Heidi Pafumi
Realtor®

(413)
687-4339

HOME SALES ARE HOME SALES ARE 
BLOOMING!BLOOMING!
Call Heidi Today!Call Heidi Today!

Heidip413@gmail.com

Licensed MA & CT

136 Dwight Road
Longmeadow, MA

Our April 1 
training was 
on handling 
incidents 
involving 
Electric 
Vehicles (EVs). 
The training 
discussed ways 
to render EVs 
safe and how to 
use specialized 
equipment. 
The training 
was presented 
by Interstate 
Towing, Inc, 
which allowed us to see how both agencies can work 
together at these incidents. We would like to thank 
Interstate Towing for providing this valuable training to our 
members!

HFD trains on handling
electric vehicle fires

On Saturday, March 22, the Wilbraham Fire Department 
responded to Main Street for a brush fire. Due to the high 
winds, the fire spread rapidly, igniting a nearby barn. Upon 
arrival, firefighters found the barn heavily involved in fire. 
The fire was accidental and not related to open burning. 
Neighboring mutual aid resources assisted with this fire, as 
well as a second brush fire and medical emergencies within 
the town during this incident.

Photos and caption courtesy of Hampden Fire Department

WFD responds to
brush fire on Main Street

Photo and caption courtesy of Wilbraham Fire Department

Department members completed two days of live fire training at the Massachusetts Fire Academy, Springfield campus on March 
25. Members, along with Palmer Fire Department , Three Rivers Fire Department and Hampden Fire Department performed 
scenarios based on our community to be well prepared in the event of a fire-related emergency. 

WFD joins other departments for two-day training

Photos and caption courtesy of Wilbraham Fire Department
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SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

www.lusofederal.com 
844-LUSO-FCU
NMLS #255907

With LUSO’s Rate Improver Mortgage, anyone can
take advantage! Secure a great rate today, and if
rates drop within the first 5 years, you can lower

yours—with NO refinancing fees or closing costs!*

Visit Our Website to Learn More 

Lock in a Great Rate Now

*Restrictions Apply.

Buying a new home? 
Purchasing a second home?

TRIM it down later with LUSO’s
NEW Rate Improver Mortgage

the community. We do a lot 
of outreach too for children, 
elders, and people in need,” 
Gatchel said. 

Also in attendance was 
President Brenda Willard, 
who has been the president 
since January and has been 
involved with the club for 21 
years. 

“This event is really spe-
cial because of the kids. The 
kids adore seeing the bunny 
and it’s a safe place for the 
kids and the parents to come. 
Have a nice breakfast, have 
some activities, do face paint-
ing, temporary tattoos, and 
all the crafts they would ever 

want and then sit and have 
free pictures with the bunny,” 
Willard said. 

Members Anne Matthews 
and Tina Windoloski were 
also helping out. 

“I love seeing all the kids 
and the families come togeth-
er and it’s a great communi-
ty event. It’s just nice seeing 
happy faces and all the fam-
ilies enjoying time together,” 
Matthews said.

“I love helping and work-
ing in the community is what 
makes you bond with one an-
other,” Windoloski said.

Serving the food at the 
Bunny Breakfast was Cate 
Duquette, the Junior Wom-
en’s Club treasurer, who has 

been with the club for 9 years. 
“We like this event be-

cause it’s a great way for all 
the kids to come out and have 
a good time, they always have 
so much fun. We’ve been do-
ing it for over 30 years, and 
it’s just always very well re-
ceived,” Duquette said.

The GFWC Wilbraham 
Junior Women’s Club host-
ed another fantastic Bunny 
Breakfast this year, and peo-
ple are already looking for-
ward to what will be in store 
for next year. Everyone was 
able to go home with a smile 
on their faces from all the fun 
that they had. 

The GFWC Wilbraham 
Junior Women’s Club will 
next hold its annual Purse 
Bingo this fall. 

If you are interested in 
joining the GFWC Wilbra-
ham Junior Women’s Club, 
membership is open to all 
women over 18 years old in 
Wilbraham or surrounding 
towns that do not have their 
own Greater Federation of 
Women’s Clubs. 

To learn more, visit wil-
brahamjuniorwomens.org/.

BREAKFAST from page 1

Lots of raffle baskets are up for grabs at the Bunny Breakfast 
for people to win.

On the left, GFWC Wilbraham Junior Women’s Club Event Chair 
and Vice President Lorie Bonavita and GFWC Wilbraham Junior 
Women’s Club Member Karen Gatchel check people in for the 
breakfast.

From the left, Wilbraham Junior Women’s Club Members 
Anne Matthews and Tina Windoloski volunteer at the Bunny 
Breakfast.

Hundreds of children and their families enjoy arts and crafts 
together.

From the left, Nicole Grabowski and Christie Lang are one of 
the many teen volunteers who helped with face painting.

GFWC Wilbraham Junior Women’s Club Treasurer Cate 
Duquette serves families pancakes and sausage at the Bunny 

Breakfast.

WILBRAHAM – Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary Club President 
Peter Salerno (right) presents the Paul Harris pin, the 
highest honor of Rotary, to Dr. Kevin Trombly at the March 26 
meeting at the Country Club of Wilbraham. Dr. Trombly is the 
longtime Sergeant-at-Arms of the club.  (Charles F. Bennett photo)

Rotary Sergeant-at-Arms 
honored…

Register to vote
WILBRAHAM - Wil-

braham residents who are 
not registered voters, who 
wish to vote in the upcom-
ing Town Meeting on Mon-
day, May 12, 2025 and 
Town Election on Saturday, 
May 17, 2025 must register 
to vote by 5 p.m. on Friday, 
May 2, 2025.  

Registration hours are 
daily 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday.  

On Tuesday, May 2, 

2025, the last day to register, 
we will be open from 8:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m.  Voter registra-
tions can also be dropped in 
our drop box located behind 
Town Hall, 240 Springfield 
St., or can be done online at 
registertovotema.com.  

Vote by mail applications 
are available.  Please contact 
the Wilbraham Town Clerk’s 
Office if you have any ques-
tions at 596-2800, ext 200.
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EASTER TURKEYS

PASTURE-RAISED 

IN LUDLOW
 

14 to 18 lbs. 

TAKING ORDERS

through April 18 

pickup April 18-19

more details on  

LibertyTurkeys.com 
cash only

Call or text 

413-426-6636 
to reserve

———————
—————

THANKSGIVING REVIEW

“Hi Paul, she was great! Lots of plump 

meat and just enough fat to help prevent 

her from drying out. We will be having 

leftovers for a very long time.”

— Beth from Belchertown

———————
—————

———————
—————

HAND FED, PASTURE RAISED 

No added salt or additives 

Raised on a Ludlow farm, our turkeys run 

freely, hand fed on healthful grains and 

extra vegetables. Minimally processed, they 

have more meat, less water, and extra taste 

found only in tradition. No antibiotics, animal 

by‑products, hormones, or additives are used. 

IDEAL FOR RESTRICTED DIETS!

— Jeanette & Paul Johnson

COOKS 30% FASTER 

than commerical birds
Fax: 413-267-3496

Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com
www.richardgreeninsurance.com

• AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE

32 Somers Rd. 
Hampden, MA

566-0028

128 Main St.
Monson, MA

267-3495

Two Locations:

Please Visit Our Website For an 
Auto, Homeowners, or Life Insurance Quotes

• Great Locations • Registry Service
• Quotes Gladly Given • We Make Housecalls

Eggbert Egglestein--Profes-
sor Presto said he “seems to 
appear in most of our shows,” 
with his superhero hideout 
being a pickle jar. Outside 
of the pickle jar, Eggbert 
has his trusty egg carton for 
transportation.

“In this one, he portrays 
a superhero. In our holiday 
show, he portrays an elf that 
tries to help out Santa Claus. 
He always seems to be get-
ting in some kind of trouble 
one way or another,” he said. 
“Depending on the show, he 
changes and he changes cos-
tume quite frequently.”

When asked what his fa-
vorite superhero was, Pro-
fessor Presto shared it was 
Batman.

“Seriously, the way I tell 
the kids is that he’s one of 
my favorites--my favorite of 
all time--because he is one of 
the few superheroes that has 
no actual superhero powers 
at all,” he said. “And it could 
just be anybody that has the 
ability to learn as much as 
they can about to become 
a detective, to become any 
kind of hero to the people. 
Like firemen, policemen 
and all that. Just because he 
wears a costume and suppos-
edly fights at night doesn’t 
necessarily mean that he’s 
not a viable hero to the kids.”

One message he stresses 
in this show is how there’s a 
superhero in all of us.

“That’s the whole mes-
sage behind this show is that 
they are and can be superhe-
roes and every act of kind-
ness that they do helps them 
to become that superhero,” 
he said. “You don’t have to 
wear a cape, you don’t have 
to be from a distant planet, 
you don’t have to be bit-
ten by a spider or anything 
like that. Just being you can 
make you a superhero.”

Professor Presto’s ori-
gin story, meanwhile, began 
thanks to two high school 
kids who created Mad Sci-
ence during a time when sci-
ence was taught only through 
books, putting on science 
shows in their basement for 
other kids.

“They kept it up through 
college and were encouraged 
to franchise it and now it’s a 
worldwide organization,” he 

said.
For the New England 

franchise, Professor Presto 
joined about 11 years ago 
after retiring from a theater 
company.

“When I retired from 
that, found out about these 
guys, thought it was going 
to be a very short, part-time 
business for me,” he said. 
“I work full-time for them 
now.”

He also does promotional 
shows for them, teaches after 
school programs in schools 
and does workshops for li-
braries, schools and other 
organizations.

He especially loves work-
ing with kids.

“The smiles,” he said. 
“I think that’s it, 100%, it’s 
the joy on their faces. Hope-
fully, inspiring them not 
only to become superheroes 
amongst themselves, but just 
inspire them to do a little bit 
more with science,” he said. 
“Learn a little bit more about 
science.”

He thanked the senior 
center for having Mad Sci-
ence stop by for a visit and 
encouraged all to embrace 
their inner hero.

“I think they enjoyed the 
show as much as the kids 
did. Doing an event like this 
in the community helps to 
strengthen a community,” he 
said.

SCIENCE from page 1

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Professor Presto from Mad Science shows off his sidekick, 
Eggbert, and his hideout: a pickle jar. Eggbert later went into 
the pickle jar and also came out of it.

A close-up of Eggbert in his egg carton vehicle.

Professor Presto shows off a color change science experiment 
after talking with the Green Valley Preschool kids about 
Mystique, a hero and villain from “X-Men.”

A close-up shot of Professor 
Presto using nail polish 
remover to melt a Styrofoam 
head of the Joker. He later 
showed off the remnants that 
reminded the audience of 
Spiderman’s webs.

HAMPDEN – The VFW 
Post 9397 will be hosting 
a Purse and Tools Bingo 
Night on Friday, May 9.

The first game starts at 
6 p.m.

Tickets are $40 per per-
son and includes 10 bingo 
cards for each round. Addi-

tional cards can be bought 
and there will also be raffle 
prizes.

Bring your own food 
ONLY. Drinks available for 
purchase.

The VFW and Auxiliary 
Post 9397 is located at 190 
Main St. in Hampden. 

HAMPDEN – The 63rd 
Annual VFW Post 9397 
Kids Fishing Derby will be 
taking place on Saturday, 
May 10 from 10 a.m. to 
Noon.

Signups are at 9 a.m.
There will be food and 

drinks including coffee 
and donuts, hot dogs, chips 

and soda and cotton candy. 
Children eat for free and 
donations from adults are 
welcome. 

Trophies will be given 
out for Smallest Overall 
and Biggest Fish (Boy and 
Girl).

Children 12 and under 
are welcome!

WILBRAHAM – Help 
raise funds for the Friends 
of Wilbraham Seniors who 
raise funds for the needs 
of Wilbraham’s senior citi-
zens.

Help us by purchasing 
tickets for the raffle of a 
queen-size quilt made by 
the Wilbraham Senior Cen-
ter’s Quilting Group. Draw-
ing is May 2 at the senior 
center.

You do not have to be 
there to win.

You can buy tickets at 
the Wilbraham Public Li-
brary on the following Sat-
urdays: April 5 and April 
26. Hours are 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m.

Hope to see you there!
You can also contact 

friends@01095 to arrange 
to buy tickets.

VFW Post 9397 hosting 
Bingo Fundraiser

63rd Annual VFW Post 9397 
Kids Fishing Derby

Friends Quilt Raffle

HAMPDEN – The se-
nior center is starting a new 
program to support people 
with Parkinson’s.

PWR! Moves Exer-
cise Classes are a Parkin-
son-specific class with a 
goal to keep you moving 
and doing more of what you 
want to do. It is led by Lisa 
Kern, OT, reiki master/ho-
listic therapist.

Fitness goals include 
strength, balance, agility, 

aerobics and flexibility.
Exercises are designed 

to improve fitness goals and 
counteract your Parkinson’s 
symptoms.

Classes take place from 
9 to 10 a.m. on Mondays at 
the Hampden Senior Center 
and are $10 per class. Call 
to register for more infor-
mation at 413-566-5588.

Sponsored in part by the 
Friends of Hampden Senior 
Citizens.

Hampden Senior Center 
starting Parkinson’s 
program
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“A beautiful joining of the Lutheran and Episcopal traditions.”

Christ the King-
Epiphany Church
758 Main St., Wilbraham
(across from Rice Fruit Farm)

ctkepiphany.org
YouTube:  Christ the King-Epiphany Church Wilbraham

*Services available on livestream.

Maundy Thursday
April 17th

6:00 p.m. Supper
7:00 p.m. Worship*

Good Friday
April 18th

12:00 noon Stations of the Cross
7:00 p.m. Worship*

Easter Sunday
April 20th

  8:30 a.m. Spoken Worship
   10:00 a.m. Festival Worship*

Wilbraham United Church
HOLY WEEK 
SCHEDULE

April 13th - 10 a.m.
Palm Sunday Worship

April 17th - 7 p.m.
Maundy Thursday Worship

April 18th - 12 noon
Good Friday Worship

April 20th - 10 a.m.
Easter Worship

All are welcome!
All are invited!

Wilbraham United Church
500 Main St., Wilbraham, MA

(413) 596-2511
www.wilbrahamunitedchurch.org

HOLY THURSDAY 
APRIL 17
7:00 pm 
The Lord’s Supper

GOOD FRIDAY 
APRIL 18
3:00 pm 
Stations of the Cross
7:00 pm 
Passion of Our Lord

EASTER VIGIL 
APRIL 19
7:30 pm

EASTER SUNDAY 
APRIL 20
8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am

All Are Welcome

St. Cecilia Parish
42 Main Street, Wilbraham, MA 01095
www.saintceciliawilbraham.org

✝

of our drivers is to slow down, 
and 25 mph is what we expect 
on side streets is really what 
it would come down to and, 
hopefully, it would turn the 
metric down.” 

Lennon noted that beyond 
educating the public on social 
media, many communities 
that have adopted this law 
post signs at the entrances 
to their communities to alert 
drivers to the rule. He not-
ed that on these streets there 
would be no signage because 
once the town posts a specif-
ic speed limit, the street is no 
longer eligible for this town-
wide rule. 

Lennon did say that 
speeding on these side streets 
isn’t quite as troubling as it 
first appears, as most speeders 
are only going 30 to 35 mph 
through these areas. 

“That’s generally the way 

it is,” Lennon said. “I think in 
a lot of areas because they’re 
small neighborhoods, it just 
seems like the car is moving 
faster than it really is. When 
we do the studies, it doesn’t 
[show] that there a lot of 
speeding.” 

Lennon revealed that he 
lives on one of these unpost-
ed side streets and said that 
when he sees cars flying by 
his house, it gets him upset. 

“It angers people in the 
neighborhood such as my-
self. Sometimes, I think if we 
bring the metric down, it will 
slow everybody down. But 
there are outliers,” Lennon 
said. 

Select Board Vice Chair 
Michael Squindo voiced his 
full support for the measure, 
noting that he may have insti-
gated some of this as a resi-
dent. 

Clerk Marc Ducey was 
more hesitant to voice his 

support, however. He ques-
tioned how the law will help, 
especially if people aren’t 
aware it exists. 

“I’m not opposed to bring-
ing this to a town meeting and 
letting the residents vote on 
it, but I’m not sure if it has a 
lot of value in it. I don’t like 
to put restrictions on commu-
nity members unless they’re 
meaningful. That’s sort of 
why I have some issues about 
this,” Ducey said. 

Select Board Chair Sue 
Bunnell said that she would 
like to see the law enforced 
and tickets written on these 
side streets. Lennon respond-
ed that they could post digital 
signage and follow it up with 
enforcement. 

Bunnell concluded that 
the board will talk about the 
matter further when it pre-
pares the final warrant for the 
Annual Town Meeting. 

SPEED from page 1

HAMPDEN - The Friends of the Hampden 
Senior Center would like to announce this event 
coming up - PLEASE SAVE THE DATE!!

Friday May 16,  from Noon to 2 p.m. Pro 
Shred will be in the parking lot of The Hamp-
den Senior Center, 104 Allen Street Hampden. 

This event will be  FREE  to all of you.   
Please bring your documents and papers that 
need to be shredded and they will be taken care 
of on the premises.   

The limit is five small boxes or five small 
bags from each car. 

This event is sponsored by The Friends of 
The Hampden Senior Citizens and although it 
is free we will gladly accept any monetary do-
nation.  These donations fund the programs and 
events that are held at the center for all who 
attend.  

Please feel free to contact Joan Shea at 413-
566-8224 with any questions or concerns.   

Once again thank you for your participation 
and generosity with all our events. 

Garden Club May 
Meeting May 15

HAMPDEN – The May meeting of 
the Hampden Garden Club is at Acade-
my Hall, Main St at 7 p.m. on May 15.

Program presented by Bonnie Power 
on “Good Bugs/Bad Bugs.” This presen-
tation describes some of the common 
beneficial & pest insects that gardeners 
encounter in New England.

Friends of Hampden 
Senior Citizens 
announce upcoming 
events

Memorial Day and 
Celebration May 26

HAMPDEN – Hampden VFW Post 
9397 invites you to this year’s Memorial 
Day Parade and Ceremony on Monday, 
May 26.

The festivities kick off at 10 a.m. 
stepping off from St. Mary’s Church, 
traveling down Main Street to the center 
of town.

At 11 a.m., there will be a Memorial 
Day ceremony at Veteran’s Memorial.

Also stop by the VFW Post 9397 for 
some light refreshments and pizza!
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Boys tennis 
sweeps B-Town

WILBRAHAM – Last 
Wednesday afternoon, the 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School boys tennis team de-
feated Belchertown 5-0 with 
all competitors winning their 

matches. It was the Falcons’ 
first win of the season. The 
Falcons lost their other two 
matches and are 1-2 to start 
the year.

Hayden Richard gets a backhand swing.

Kelvin Ohemeng reaches 
out for a hit.

James Wadzinski goes for the two-hand play.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Mereck Epperson goes low to return the ball.

WILBRAHAM – On a 
very cold and windy night, 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School girls lacrosse hosted a 
Connecticut team from near-

by Somers. Unfortunately, the 
Falcons were defeated 16-14 
and fell to 1-3 overall on the 
season.

Falcons fall Falcons fall 
against Somersagainst Somers

Aubrey Stachowicz holds the stick back before shooting.W

Anna Taylor gets ready to pass.

Corrinne Gates receives a pass.

Isabelle Manning 
heads up the 

sideline.

Aubrey 
Stachowicz 

sprints up the 
field.

Lillian Sergienko tries to get 
around a Somers defender.

Sophia Kozub fires a 
pass forward.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
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• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957

Players looking to join 
the Valley Wheel Over-28 
Baseball League can attend 
the tryouts beginning Sunday 
April 13. The first weekend of 
tryouts was rained out. Try-
outs will take place at 2 p.m. 
at Blunt Park in Springfield. 
The final tryouts are set for 
Saturday, April 19 at 2 p.m.

The league, which plays 
its games in Western Massa-
chusetts and Northern Con-
necticut, makes sure that ev-
eryone gets a fair share of the 
action. Everyone plays a min-
imum of 4 innings in the field, 
and everyone bats. The league 
follows MLB rules with some 
modified rules adapted with 
safety in mind. 

The Valley Wheel stands 
apart from other leagues 
across the country for this 
reason:

Their league charter and 
one of their main goals, is to 
work toward having a league 
with teams of equal strength. 

The league is now seeking 
new players to fill open roster 
slots.  Enjoy the competition 
and camaraderie with a great 
group of guys who enjoy the 
game as much as you do.  
Stay in shape and make new 
friends.  Be part of something 
that happens once a year, and 
with luck, win a champion-
ship that might be once in a 
lifetime.  Grab your glove and 
cleats and join a team for a 
great adventure. It’s not too 
late don’t miss out; opening 
day is just around the corner. 
For more information, contact 
Jim Nason at 413-433-4308 
or visit the website www.Val-
leyWheelBaseball.org

READING, PA  – The 
Worcester Railers HC (34-
29-76pts) fall to the Reading 
Royals (32-29-9-2, 75pts), 
on Friday night in shootout 
loss by a final score of 4-3 
in front of a crowd of 3,509 
at the Santander Arena. The 
Railers are back on the ice 
next at the Santander Arena 
on Friday, April 11th at 7:00 
p.m. EST.

Reading quickly got on 
the board and made it a 3-0 
game before the end of the 
first off the sticks of Matt 
Miller (1-0-1), Shane Sellar 
(1-0-1) and Mason Primeau 
(1-0-1). The Railers final-
ly netted one off the stick 
of Anthony Repaci (2-0-2) 
about halfway through the 
game. Lincoln Hatten (1-0-

1) and Repaci each tacked 
on goals in the third to tie 
the game up 3-3. As neither 
team scored in OT, the game 
went to a shootout where 
Matt Brown potted the only 
goal to give the Royals a 
4-3 shootout win over the 
Railers. The loss for Worces-
ter forces a winner-take-all 
game on Saturday night for 
the fourth and final playoff 
spot in the North Division.

The Royals got to work 
quickly with a goal from 
Matt Miller (14) just 11 sec-
onds after puck drop giving 
the Royals a 1-0 lead over 
the Railers. Reading added 
to their lead off the goal from 
Shane Sellar (12) on a busy 
scrum out in front of the net 
of Michael Bullion in net for 

Worcester 7:32 into the first 
period. Mason Primeau (12) 
deflected a point-shot off of 
his skates on the power-play 
to give Reading a 3-0 lead 
over Worcester 16:42 into 
the first period.

The first action of the 
second period came from 
Railers captain Anthony Re-
paci (28) who found the back 
of the net 9:57 into the sec-
ond period making it a 3-1 
game. His goal came from a 
one-timer on the power play 
atop the right circle. The 
Railers outshot Reading 9-7 
in the second period while 
Reading lead in shots overall 
23-17.

Lincoln Hatten (9) got 
the third period started with 
a goal on a broken play out 

in front, finishing off a puck 
from Tanner Schachle and 
Connor Welsh to get back 
within one. Anthony Repa-
ci (29) banged home a goal 
past Keith Petruzzelli in net 
for Reading on the coattails 
of Cole Donhauser rushing 
the puck into the attacking 
zone and brought Worces-
ter all the way back with his 
second goal of the night. 60 
minutes of hockey wasn’t 
enough as the game headed 
into overtime. Bullion and 
Petruzzelli each made five 
saves in the overtime period 
as neither team could score 
in OT. Royals forward Matt 
Brown scored the lone goal 
in the bottom of the first 
round of the shootout to hand 
the Railers the 4-3 loss.

W I L K E S - B A R R E , 
PA  — The  Springfield 
Thunderbirds (34-30-2-4) 
could not get their offense 
in rhythm in a 4-1 loss to the 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Pen-
guins, who rebranded as the 
Carbondale UFOs (38-22-7-
1) on Saturday night inside 
Mohegan Arena at Casey 
Plaza.

In his AHL debut, rookie 
forward Jacob Hudson could 
not have dreamt of a better 
script for his first shift with 
the T-Birds just 1:45 into 
the contest. He jumped on 
the ice, picked off the puck 
from fellow rookie Harrison 
Brunicke at the Penguin line, 
and snapped a perfect wrist 
shot past the glove of Joel 

Blomqvist to give Spring-
field the 1-0 advantage.

From that point forward, 
though, the Penguins, re-
branded on this night as 
the Carbondale UFOs, kept 
the pressure on inside the 
Springfield defensive zone. 
At 13:32, Tristan Broz broke 
through on an odd-man rush, 
taking a beautiful drop pass 
from Sam Poulin and beating 
Colten Ellis to tie the game. 
The rookie's 19th goal of the 
year turned out to be just the 
first of two in a 20-second 
blitz for the UFOs, as fellow 
ookie Nolan Renwick cashed 
in for his first pro tally at 
the goal crease following a 
centering pass from Chase 
Stillman at 13:52.   The two 

strikes gave  the home team 
the 2-1 lead heading into in-
termission. 

Ellis continued to be the 
busiest man on the ice in the 
second period. The T-Bird 
netminder saw his save to-
tal rise to 30 through just 
40 minutes of game action. 
Among his best work in the 
period were splendid close-
in shots from Emil Bem-
strom and Broz.

Offense continued to be 
hard to find for the visitors, 
and the UFOs eventually 
added to their lead at 16:44, 
just seconds after a power 
play had concluded. Owen 
Pickering sent the puck to 
the back door from the right 
circle, where Atley Calvert 

wedged it through Ellis to 
extend the lead to 3-1. 

The story did not change 
much in the third, as Wil-
kes-Barre/Scranton contin-
ued outpacing Springfield 
in the shot department, fin-
ishing the night with a 44-23 
advantage in shot attempts. 
Ellis's terrific night would 
not be enough despite his 40-
save effort. Bemstrom sealed 
the night with his 22nd of 
the season into an empty net 
with 1:31 remaining. 

Springfield returns home 
to close the regular season 
for a two-game set against 
the Charlotte Checkers at the 
Thunderdome next Friday 
and Saturday.

WILBRAHAM – The 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School boys lacrosse team 
improved to a perfect 4-0 on 
the regular season.

Last Friday afternoon, the 
Falcons defeated Westfield 
17-2. 

In the win, Matt Beaudin 
scored five goals to lead the 
team. Matt Noonan and Ryan 
Purchas had four goals each. 
Jake Hisgen and Tom O’Toole 
added three goals and two as-
sists each.

Minnechaug beat East 
Longmeadow 16-5 and Pope 

Francis 13-1 in their pursuit 
of a perfect record to start the 
season.

Earlier this week, Min-
nechaug was on the road at 
Wahconah and Pope Francis. 
Coming up, the Falcons have 
a long road trip during the 
spring vacation week. During 
that week, Minnechaug will 
have matches at Saint John’s 
of Shrewsbury, Hopkinton, 
and Shrewsbury High. The 
Falcons return home on Tues-
day, Apr. 29 against East 
Longmeadow at 5 p.m.

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame is pleased to announce 
the completion of its Board 
of Governors reconfigura-
tion to include the addition 
of Ms. Sheila Johnson, Ms. 
Cynthia (“Cynt”) Marshall, 
and Hall of Fame Coach 
Tara VanDerveer, bringing 
the Board of Governors to its 
maximum of 23 leadership 
positions. 

The Naismith Hall of 
Fame is in the best financial 
condition since its inception 
in 1959, and continues to 
grow, along with basketball, 
in significance to constitu-
encies within and outside of 
the game. The Hall’s Board 
reconfiguration is designed to 
leverage this strong position 
to further enhance the organi-
zation’s business plan, global 
reach, and positive impact. 

The Naismith Hall’s three 
newest Governors are power-
houses in business and bas-
ketball. 

Sheila  Johnson  joins the 
Board with a wealth of exper-
tise and experience, including 

at the intersection of tour-
ism and hospitality, sports, 
arts and entertainment, and 
philanthropy. Johnson  is the 
founder and CEO of Sala-
mander Collection, a grow-
ing luxury hotel company, 
which includes Salamander 
Middleburg – one of only 
five properties in the U.S. to 
earn separate Forbes Travel 
Guide Five-Star Awards for 
its accommodations, restau-
rant, and spa. As a Partner 
of Monumental Sports and 
Entertainment,  Johnson  is 
an owner of three Washing-
ton, DC professional sports 
teams: the Wizards, Mystics, 
and Capitals. Among  John-
son’s other leadership roles 
include:  board member of 
the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences; College 
of Performing Arts at The 
New School; Trust for the 
National Mall; The Metro-
politan Opera; Jackie Rob-
inson Foundation; Simon & 
Schuster Publishing Advisory 
Board, and founder and chair 
of the Middleburg Film Festi-
val. In partnership with James 

Beard Award-winning Chef 
and Restaurateur Kwame 
Onwuachi, she founded the 
Family Reunion – a celebra-
tion of culinary excellence 
and diversity in the hospital-
ity community.  On her elec-
tion to the Naismith Basket-
ball Hall of Fame Board of 
Governors,  Johnson  stated: 
“I look forward to helping to 
elevate and broaden the pos-
itive reach of this important 
organization in its many fac-
ets – from sports museum, to 
cultural institution, to com-
munity and leadership build-
er, and more.”

Cynt Marshall brings 
visionary leadership and 
mastery in creating positive 
cultural transformation in 
organizations through a peo-
ple-centered approach. Mar-
shall is the founder and CEO 
of Marshalling Resources, a 
premier consulting firm fo-
cused on leadership and or-
ganizational development. 
Marshall served as CEO of 
the Dallas Mavericks from 
March 2018 through Decem-
ber 2024, and previously as 

a leader in operations, legis-
lative affairs, and human re-
sources at AT&T, where her 
roles included president of 
AT&T’s North Carolina di-
vision, and senior vice pres-
ident of human resources 
and chief diversity officer. At 
both organizations, Marshall 
spearheaded transformational 
work to improve operational 
effectiveness, organizational 
culture, and employee and 
stakeholder engagement – in 
the case of AT&T, helping 
the company for the first time 
ever reach Fortune’s 100 Best 
Companies to Work For list 
(one of only two Fortune 50 
companies on that list). Mar-
shall, who serves on sever-
al corporate and nonprofit 
boards, reflected on her new-
est Governor role: “I am de-
lighted to join the Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame 
Board at this momentous time 
in the organization’s and bas-
ketball’s history. I am excited 
to get to work to help deepen 
the Hall’s connections to the 
many audiences basketball 
touches. The opportunities 

are boundless.”
Tara VanDerveer joins the 

Naismith Hall of Fame Board 
– herself a 2011 inductee. 
VanDerveer retired as the 
winningest coach in NCAA 
Division I history, and en-
joyed an unprecedented level 
of success through an energet-
ic and positive approach to the 
game, and through genuine 
and lasting connection to her 
players. As National Coach 
of the Year five times over 
three decades, and 18-time 
Pac-12 Coach of the Year, 
VanDerveer accumulated an 
impressive 1,216-271  (.818) 
record in her 45  years as a 
collegiate head coach (Stan-
ford, Ohio State, Idaho), and 
a 1,064-220 (.829) record over 
38 seasons at Stanford. Since 
retiring from her coaching 
career in 2024, VanDerveer 
now serves as Special Advis-
er to the Athletic Director at 
Stanford University. An am-
bassador for the sport, and 
now teaching a Masterclass 
for Continuing Education at 
Stanford, Coach VanDerveer 
is poised to add tremendous 

perspective and leadership to 
the Naismith Basketball Hall 
of Fame. “I am honored to 
serve on the Naismith Hall of 
Fame Board of Governors,” 
VanDerveer reflected.  “It is 
an opportunity for me to give 
back to the game that has giv-
en so much to me.”

Chairman Jerry Colangelo 
remarked on the addition of 
these three new Governors: “I 
could not be more proud and 
grateful to welcome Shei-
la Johnson, Cynt Marshall, 
and Tara VanDerveer to the 
Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame Board of Governors. 
I have long admired each’s 
tremendous accomplishments 
and ability to lead any organi-
zation they have been involved 
with to the highest levels of 
achievement, with integrity 
and universal acclaim. Sheila, 
Cynt, and Tara epitomize the 
leadership we need to take the 
Naismith Basketball Hall of 
Fame to its next level at a time 
we are poised for significant 
growth.”

Falcons remain perfect 
on young season

T-Birds offense falters in loss to Penguins

Railers drop decision to Royals
Valley Wheel tryouts
begin this weekend

HoopHall announces new governors

WILBRAHAM - Six 
Hikes for April are already 
posted for WHC (there may 
be more) and there are two 
for the Senior Center! 

The WHC hikes are: 
* Mon, April 21 at 10 

a.m. - Puffers Pond and Mill 

River Falls in North Amherst 
* Sun, April 27 at 1 p.m. - 

Crane Hill in Wilbraham 
* Tues, April 29 at 10 

a.m. to Noon - Mile Brook 
in Wilbraham and Skorupski 
Woodland Walk in Monson

For more  info on these 
hikes (and possibly addi-

tional hikes), use the club’s 
TeamReach App or write 
to  wilbrahamhiking@gmail.
com. Members who use the 
TeamReach App are notified 
when hikes are canceled or 
rescheduled. 

Wilbraham Senior Center 
Hikes are: 

* Tues, April 22 at 9:15 
a.m. Goat Rock in Hampden 
!!!! Call Jen at 596-8379 to 
register for Senior Center 
hikes!!!!

Wilbraham Hiking Club April Hikes

WILBRAHAM - The An-
nual Walk, Run, Remember 
for Rick’s Place, a 51.5M/5K 
event, will be held, rain or 
shine, on Saturday, April 26 at 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School in Wilbraham. 

The race will begin at 9 
am. Please register by April 
11 to receive a t-shirt. $30 for 
adults and $15 ages 17 and 
under: Annual Walk, Run, 
Remember for Rick’s Place

If your business is inter-

ested in sponsoring this event, 
please reach out to us at 413-
279-2010 or send an email to: 
info@ricksplacema.org

Established in memory 
of Rick Thorpe, who died 
in Tower Two of the World 
Trade Center on 9/11, Rick’s 
Place opened in 2007 and 
provides free grief support to 
youth (ages 5-18) and their 
families throughout the Pio-
neer Valley and Northern CT.

Annual Walk, Run, Re-
member for Rick’s Place 
April 26

HAMPDEN – VFW Post 
9397 will be hosting Steam-
ers beginning on May 16 at 5 
p.m. until sold out.

The menu is steamers, 
clam chowder, clam strips, 

chicken tenders, French fries 
and onion rings. The price is 
market dependent.

First come, first serve with 
limited supply.

VFW Post 9397
hosting Steamers
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Parents, Parents, 
GrandparentsGrandparents

& Friends& Friends
SPECIAL!SPECIAL!

We are offering a great deal for you to 
CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE in your community graduation issue. 

Submit a photo and a brief message.

2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 21st
EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
jwalker@turley.com

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 

Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS   •   24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069   •   413.283.8393

Honor Your Graduate
2 x 3 Advertisement

Congratulations
Karly Smith!
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College!

Love Dad. Mom & John

SAMPLE
SAMPLE

HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

CongratulationsCongratulations

SPECIAL $55.00Regular Price 
$76.00

nial Celebration in 1863” by 
Rufus Stebbins, Wilbraham 
sent a contingent of 34 “Min-
ute Men” to what they called 
“The Lexington Alarm”, led 
by Capt. James Warriner, Lt. 
William King and Lt. John 
Hitchcock.

As the Times goes to press 
Howell would be taking part 
in the celebration starting 
April 19. When he gets back 
to Wilbraham to talk at the 
Museum, he will have a lot to 
say about the experience.

Moving Home
For the past several sea-

sons the Museum, owned by 
the town and managed by the 
Atheneum Society of Wil-
braham, has held guest talks 

nearby at the Wilbraham & 
Monson Chapel or in the 
Brooks Room at the Wilbra-
ham Library. But its presi-
dent Dave Bourcier said the 
gatherings are coming back 
home to Sundays at the Old 
Meeting House, built in 1794 
as the first Methodist meeting 

house in New England.
“We at the Old Meeting 

House Museum are delighted 
to announce our 2025 Open 
Houses and Lecture Series, 
taking place at the museum, 
located at 450 Main Street. 
This year, we’re returning to 
our traditional Sunday events, 
offering engaging presenta-
tions and a chance to explore 
our rich history. We look for-
ward to welcoming you and 
sharing another exciting sea-
son together,” said Bourcier.

The Gift Shop will be 
open and refreshments will 
be served at each open house. 
The following is a tentative 
schedule of open houses after 
the May 4 Howell talk:

May 10 – The Old Meet-
ing House Museum will be 
open during the Wilbraham 
Hill Climb from 8 a. m. until 
closing.

June 8 - Kristin Rivers, 
editor and reporter at the Wil-
braham-Hampden Times. The 
newspaper takes pride in be-
ing the “first draft of history” 
of local town news.

July 13 – Ice Cream So-
cial provides sundae cups of 
individual ice cream sundaes 
in the garden of the museum. 
Arts and crafts exhibitions 
will be taking place.

August 10 – A talk by a 
Paranormal group based in 
Agawam.

September 7 – “Trea-
sures from the Attic – Muse-
um-style”. Curator Lucy Pel-
tier, aided by Trustee Marty 

Lyman will search through 
donated historical items in 
boxes, closets, and chests in 
the storage room and attic 
of the Old Meeting House to 
find items of various areas of 
historical interest.

October 26 – “Early 
gravestone carvers of Wilbra-
ham” by Derek Strahan. Have 
you ever wondered where 
families got their ideas as to 
what to put on a gravestone?

November 9 – Popular 
storyteller Dennis Picard will 
talk about the Hessians, mer-
cenary soldiers for the British 
in the Revolutionary War.

December 7 – The pop-
ular Christmas Tree Festival 
where Wilbraham organiza-
tions decorate a Christmas 
Tree in their own unique 
style. An ice carver, holiday 
treats and kids activities.

One Peppercorn
The museum has a col-

orful history. In 1792 the 
Methodist Society began con-
structing the meeting house 
and in 1793 the ground under 
the structure was leased to the 
Methodists for one pepper-
corn annually. The building 
has a ridge pole hand-hewn 
from a single tree that extends 
the full length of the building. 
The ridge pole is still visible 
from the attic.

The building became a 
private home for 142 years 
until the last owner died in 
1977 and the building was 
purchased by the town. The 
Wilbraham Historical Com-
mission was given jurisdic-
tion of the premises and now 
leases the space to the Athe-

neum Society for one pepper-
corn per annum. 

The Atheneum Society 
was incorporated in 1963 as 
a non-profit organization by 
a group of concerned towns-
people that include people 
like Charles and Llewlyn 
Merrick, Jesse Rice and Pe-
ter Ablondi. Their purpose 
was to form a permanent lo-
cal group to preserve artifacts 
and memorabilia relating to 
the people and history of Wil-
braham.

The Society uses the space 
as a museum to preserve his-
torical records, traditions and 
artifacts relating to the histo-
ry of Wilbraham, its culture 
and its people. New histori-
cal items are constantly be-
ing added to the museum’s 
collection. Lucy Peltier is its 
current curator assisted by 
Trustee Marty Lyman. Vice 
President Karen Geaghan 
runs the Gift Shop, which is 
loading up with updated mer-
chandise and a new logo. The 
gift shop is one of the few 
places to buy merchandise 
with the name “Wilbraham” 
on it. Also history books 
about the town are for sale.

New History Book
Congratulations to Ath-

eneum President Daver 
Bourcier on his new book 
“Historic Tales of Wilbra-
ham” being published in May. 
For local history buffs, his 
new book has all you need to 
know about Wilbraham’s ear-
ly history. You can purchase 
the book at the Old Meeting 
House Museum Gift Shop of 
from the Friends of Wilbra-
ham Seniors.

Sources: “History of Wil-
braham Bicentennial Edition 
1763-1963” edited by Charles 
Merrick; Chauncey Peck who 
wrote “The History of Wil-
braham, 1731, 1763-1913. 

Editor Emeritus Charlie 
Bennett is a member of the 
Wilbraham Historic Com-
mission and a trustee of the 
Wilbraham Atheneum Soci-
ety. Readers can contact him 
with comments or ideas for 
the column at cbennett4765@
charter.net.

HISTORICAL from page 1

64 Years Ago
Pops Trumpster Re-
hearses with ‘Chaug 

Band
Here is a news clipping 

reported by my mom, Eth-
el M. Bennett, who was the 
Wilbraham correspondent 
for the Springfield daily 
newspaper The Morning 
Union from the 1940s 
through 1970s. From an 
April 1961 edition. “Ar-
mando Ghitalia, first 
trumpet player with the 
Boston Symphony Orches-
tra and the Boston Pops, 
rehearsed Wednesday 
afternoon with the Min-
nechaug Regional High 
School Band in prepara-
tion for the school’s first 
(ever)band concert sched-
uled for Friday at 8 p.m. 
at the high school audito-
rium.

Ghitalia has given re-
citals in Carnegie Hall 
and has recorded exten-
sively. Tickets are still 
available and will be sold 
at the door.”

The Old Meeting House 
Museum will be opening for 
the new season on May 4. 
(Times file photo)

The Hessians will be the 
subject of a November 9 talk 
by Dennis Picard. (Dennis 
Picard photo)

HAMPDEN – The 
Hampden Public Library 
is hosting our annual Earth 
Day Eco Expo on Saturday, 
April 26 from Noon to 3 
p.m.

The Mass Audubon will 
be there with their ambassa-
dor Pita the turtle, Clover-
brook Farm will have baby 
goats to pet and our local 
chicken shepherdess, Kim 
Converse, will be there with 
her famous chicken, “Chick 
Chick”. 

This event features use-
ful recycling and gardening 
tips, educational games and 
activities. There will be a lot 
of eco-friendly give-a-ways 
to help your whole family 
live more sustainably. You 
can learn to sew a cloth bag 

and check out our solar oven 
and solar generator. Some-
thing for everyone! This is 
your chance to “talk trash” 
with industry professionals 
and local eco-enthusiasts. 

We’ll cover all things 
sustainability, including 
swapping single-use for 
zero-waste, recycling food 
scraps, propagating plants, 
and more! 

Ten Hampden depart-
ments and committees, and 
over twenty local artisans, 
local businesses and local 
farms will be there to sell 
their products, so stop by 
and check it out. This is a 
wonderful community event 
that gets bigger each year. 
Let’s support local and go 
green!

WILBRAHAM – The 
town will hold its Memorial 
Day Ceremony on Sunday 
May 25 at 11 a.m. at Crane 

Park Veteran Memorial.
Join the Wilbraham Vet-

eran Services to remember 
and honor our fallen. 

HAMPDEN – The 
Hampden Garden Club’s 
Memorial Day Plant Sale 
will be taking place on May 
26 from 8 a.m. to Noon at 

Academy Hall, Main Street, 
in Hampden, rain or shine.

Stop by and check out 
the plants!

Wilb. holding Memorial Day 
Ceremony May 25

Memorial Day Plant Sale

Earth Day Eco Expo

WILBRAHAM - On 
Tuesday, April 22 at 4 p.m. 
during spring vacation, 
Grades 6 - 12 can join us for 
“Teen Taste Test Challenge: 
Oreo Edition” at the Wilbra-
ham Public Library. 

Do you think you know 
Oreos? Then put your taste 
buds to the test with this fun 
program! While blindfold-
ed, teens will taste different 
Oreo flavors and try to guess 
the correct flavor. The teen 
with the most correct guess-
es will win a prize. In addi-
tion, the group will vote on 
their favorite Oreo. 

Water and milk will be 

available for all to cleanse 
their palate between rounds. 
A raffle prize will also be 
awarded to a lucky attendee.

Attention teens with 
food allergies: please be 
aware that our food may 
contain or come into con-
tact with common allergens, 
such as dairy, eggs, wheat, 
soybeans, tree nuts, peanuts, 
fish, shellfish or wheat. On-
line registration is required 
at wilbrahamlibrary.org or 
call 413-596-6141, as space 
is limited. 

Taste Test Challenge is 
sponsored by the Wilbra-
ham Friends of the Library.

Teen Taste Challenge:
Oreo Edition at WPL
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Dark blacks
  7. Construct a wall to 

confine
 13. Most inappropriate
 14. A type of board
 16. Sacred Hindu syllable
 17. Flatterer
 19. The Granite State
 20. Tears down
 22. China’s Chairman
 23. Former Houston 

footballer
 25. Periods of time
 26. Expressed pleasure
 28. World alliance
 29. A Brit’s mother
 30. Television network
 31. Brother or sister
 33. Type of spirit
 34. __ Ladd, actor
 36. A medium oversees it
 38. One time province of 

British India
 40. Wrong

 41. The highest parts of 
something

 43. Insect
 44. Baseball stat
 45. A way to use up
 47. Where wrestlers 

compete
 48. It helps elect 

politicians
 51. As fast as can be 

done
 53. Genus of legumes
 55. Samoa’s capital
 56. Monument in Jakarta
 58. Former French coin
 59. Exploiters
 60. College sports 

official
 61. Uninterrupted in time
 64. Stephen King story
 65. Marked by no sound
 67. Weathers
 69. Denouncements
 70. More beloved

CLUES DOWN
  1. Winged nut
  2. It cools a home
  3. Kisses (French)
  4. Oxford political 

economist
  5. Keyboard key
  6. Leaf pores
  7. Agrees with publicly
  8. Not around
  9. Czech city
 10. Muscle cell protein
 11. Greek letter
 12. Movements
 13. Ned __, composer
 15. Popular series Game 

of __
 18. Exclamation that 

denotes disgust
 21. Helper
 24. Gift
 26. Up in the air (abbr.)
 27. Treat without 

respect
 30. Trims

 32. Slang for lovely
 35. City of Angels 

hoopster (abbr.)
 37. Guitarists’ tool
 38. Island nation
 39. Delivered in 

installments
 42. A baglike structure
 43. Cooking vessel
 46. Gets in front of
 47. Wounded by 

scratching
 49. More breathable
 50. Medical dressings
 52. Indiana hoopster
 54. Married Marilyn
 55. An ancient Assyrian 

city
 57. Congressmen (abbr.)
 59. Approves food
 62. Ventura’s first name
 63. Between northeast 

and east
 66. Atomic #71
 68. Email designation

W I L B R A H A M — O n 
January 2, David Drew 
Benoit, who preferred to be 
called Benny, died the way 
he wished to, in his home 
and without dependence on 
machines, after a courageous 
battle with ALS. Benny was 
born in Springfield to the late 
David W. and Violet (Kissel) 
Benoit and was a 1978 grad-
uate of Minnechaug Region-
al High School. He earned an 
associate’s degree in automo-
tive technology from Spring-
field Technical Community 
College and most recently 
worked for the Ludlow De-
partment of Public Works 
(DPW), which honored his 
memory by painting his name 
and a blue ALS ribbon on 
each of the trucks he drove 
and meticulously maintained.

Benny had an infectious 
smile and was always the 
life of the party. He loved 
nothing more than riding his 
custom-designed Harley on 
a sunny day with friends, 
ending up in a place where 
everybody knew or would 
come to know his name. He 
played youth and adult hock-
ey fiercely and was a die-hard 
Bruins fan, watching every 
game to the end. He was a 
hard worker and dedicated 
himself to his craft, whether 
he was fixing cars, landscap-
ing, or enhancing his bike. 
He listened to the blues and 
rock and roll, the heavier the 
better, and loved his cat, Ozzy 
(yes, Osbourne), who provid-

ed warmth, entertainment, 
and easy companionship at a 
critical time. He enjoyed the 
sun and the water, and his 
happy place was Key West, 
where the air was warm, the 
tequila shots may have con-
tained a scorpion, and there 
were no bad days.

In addition to his parents, 
Benny was predeceased by 
his sister Jeanne, brother 
Glenn, and his good friend 
Gary Quinn. He is remem-
bered by his son, Dustin, and 
Dustin’s mother, Sandi; his 
three siblings, Suzanne, Scott, 
and Robin; and his nieces 
and nephews, for whom he 
was a favorite uncle. Benny 
was also loved by many in 
this area, as evidenced by the 
300+ people who attended a 
party organized by his friends 
from the DPW in December. 
Those who knew him best 
described him as a great guy 
with a beautiful smile who 
was always ready for a good 
time, a detail-oriented perfec-
tionist, someone who worked 
hard, played hard, rode hard, 
and was a friend to the end. 

The family wishes to ex-

tend their heartfelt gratitude 
to Benny’s Mass General 
ALS team (Suma Babu and 
Jennifer Scalia), local doc-
tors (Muhtadi Islam) and 
therapists (Erica Bell), the 
extended care teams from 
Amedisys Hospice and Over-
look VNA, Michael Hodgk-
ins of Compassionate Care 
ALS, Thomas Graef of the 
ALS Association and the 
Wilbraham Funeral Home 
for their skilled and compas-
sionate care for Benny and his 
family through the harrowing 
experience of his illness.

Last, but in no way least, 
the following people deserve 
more thanks and recognition 
than can ever be fully ex-
pressed:

 Bridget Perrella, you have 
provided unwavering support 
to our family for 20 years.  
Our mother named you Pit-
bull for your relentless pursuit 
of what was needed at any 
time, for any reason. You kept 
our home well stocked with 
treats and always thought 
about what might make Ben-
ny more comfortable. You 
were his wing-woman at his 
party and vigilantly watched 
for the signal that he’d had 
enough. You were with him 
from beginning to end, from 
the first devastating word 
announcing his diagnosis to 
his final preparation for cre-
mation.  You give from your 
heart unconditionally and are 
always the one to make us 
laugh through the hard times. 

You are my sister-neigh-
bor-friend, and for you, I am 
eternally grateful.

Jim Burns (aka Burnsy), 
you were a true friend of 
Benny’s to the very end. You 
were his ride to countless 
appointments in Boston and 
offered comforting support 
after a long day of unfortu-
nate news. You arranged for 
the construction of things in 
the home that would make 
Benny’s life “easier” as his 
life grew progressively more 
challenging. You were Ben-
ny’s breakfast buddy until he 
could no longer eat, and his 
texting buddy during Bruins’ 
games when it was almost im-
possible for him to speak. You 
had a solution to any prob-
lem, and you showed up like 
the breath of fresh air that we 
always needed. Just so you 
know, I’m adopting you as 
another brother, and for you, 
I am eternally grateful.

And finally, to Domin-
gos, Rich, John, Steve, Ja-
mie, Kenny, Anthony, Carrie, 
Debbie, Paul, and everyone 
else from Ludlow DPW who 
treated Benny like family 
and supported him 100% in 
his time of need: THANK 
YOU! You are the people who 
showed up to help with lawn, 
home, truck, motorcycle, 
and paperwork maintenance. 
You were not afraid to look 
Benny in the eye, pat him 
on the back, and try to make 
him laugh with a story from 
work. And surely the greatest 

gift you gave Benny was that 
party in the final weeks of his 
life, during which he basked 
in the love of 300 of his life-
long friends and was able to 
give back that smile we all 
know and love. This was an 
unforgettable memory made 
possible by you all, for whom 
I am eternally grateful.

Services for Benny will be 
upcoming and private.  In lieu 
of flowers, please consider a 
donation to Compassionate 
Care ALS at ccals.org or the 
ALS Association at als.org. 
These organizations gener-
ously provide equipment, ed-
ucation, and support to people 
with ALS and their families. 

David (Benny) Benoit
1960 – 2025 

David Drew Benoit
Died on Jan. 2, 2025
Services are private

DEATH
NOTICE

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Wilbraham-Hampden Times

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Hampden Garden 
Club meets April 17

HAMPDEN – The April 
meeting of the Hampden 
Garden Club is on April 17 
at 7 p.m. at Academy Hall on 
Main St. 

Becky Sadlowski will 
speak on growing color-
ful, home grown cut flow-

ers. Becky and her husband 
founded Rooted Flowers, a 
specialty cut flower farm in 
Agawam.

Wilb. Women’s Club 
Fashion Show
April 24

WILBRAHAM - Step into 
spring with fashions from the 

J Jill collection (Longmeadow 
Shops).  The Fashion Show 
sponsored by the Wilbraham 
Women’s Club, will be held 
April 24 at the Saint Cecilia 
Parish Center, 42 Main St., 
Wilbraham.  

A Social Hour begins at 
11:30 followed by lunch at 
Noon.  The meal choices are 
salmon with dill sauce or 
chicken francaise for $35.  

There will also be a raffle for 
many prizes and gift cards.  

For reservations, please 
call Sue Agnew, 596-9480, by 
April 17.  This event helps to 
fund the club’s scholarships 
and donations to charitable 
organizations in the area. 

Rotary Club to hold 
another Calendar 
Raffle

WILBRAHAM – The 
Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary 
Club is holding another Cal-
endar Raffle throughout the 
month of April with prizes 
given out every day in May. 
The raffle will raise money 
for local community projects 
and scholarships. Calendars 
are on sale now through the 
end of April for $10 each and 
are available from any club 
member.

The raffle is different from 
the one held last year in that, 
in addition to cash prizes, 
there will also be gift cards 
to many national chains with 
outlets in the Greater Spring-
field area, such as Home De-
pot and Dunkin. Thirty prizes 
will be awarded in the month 
of May. “There will be a 
winner every day. That gives 
every entry many chances to 
win,” announced club raffle 
co-chairman Tim Tracy of 
LUSO Federal Credit Union 
in Wilbraham. To purchase 
a calendar contact Tracy at 
413-682-4094 or co-chair 
Ann Marie Ottoson at 413-
530-5996. Proceeds will be 
given back to the community 
said Tracy.

For more information or 
to join the Rotary Club call 
Brad Sperry at 413-537-4171.

Hampden Parks & 
Rec. Department 
Announces Exciting 
Spring Programs 
and Registration 
Deadlines

HAMPDEN – The Hamp-
den Recreation Department is 
proud to announce an exciting 
lineup of current and upcom-

ing programs for children and 
adults. From life-saving CPR 
training to fun-filled athletic 
activities, there’s something 
for everyone this season. With 
multiple registration dead-
lines approaching, now is the 
time to sign up for programs 
designed to engage, educate, 
and inspire.

Current Programs:
• Wildlife Programming at 

Laughing Brook
Registration: Ongoing
Connect with nature 

through engaging wildlife 
programs at Laughing Brook. 
Learn about local wildlife 
species, their habitats, and the 
environment. Programs are 
designed for all ages and of-
fer opportunities for outdoor 
learning in a fun, interactive 
way.

• Healthy Kids Running
Registration: Ongoing
Encourage kids to get 

moving with the Healthy 
Kids Running program! This 
initiative promotes physical 
activity and healthy habits 
while helping young runners 
build confidence and improve 
their fitness. Registration is 
open for participants of all 
skill levels.

Upcoming Programs:
• Little Laxers Lacrosse
Registration: April 1 - 

April 30
Get ready for a fun and 

fast-paced introduction to the 
sport of lacrosse! This pro-
gram is designed for younger 
children who are interested in 
learning the basics of lacrosse 
through skill-building drills 
and friendly games. Don’t 
miss out—registration opens 
soon!

• Hampden Memorial 
Park Summer Program Activ-
ity 2025

Registration Opens: Mar 
10

Make your summer mem-
orable with activities and 
events at Hampden Memorial 
Park. The summer program 
will offer a variety of fun 
outdoor experiences, and reg-
istration details will be avail-
able soon!

Closing Soon:
• Recreation Baseball 

Grades K-8 - 2025
Still seeking players for 

grades (3-4) and (5-6)
Time is running out to sign 

up for the 2025 Recreation 
Baseball season! If you have 
a child in grades 3-4 or 5-6, 
there are still spots available. 
Don’t miss the opportunity to 
be part of a fun, competitive 
baseball league!

Don’t miss out! Register 
today to secure your place in 
these incredible programs and 
enjoy a spring full of learn-
ing, fun, and physical activity. 

For more information and 
to register visit: https://hamp-
denma.myrec.com.

Reading wit
Tucker at HPL

HAMPDEN – Children 
can visit the Hampden Free 
Public Library to read to 
Tucker, a dog from Bright 
Spot Therapy Dogs.

People can sign up by 
emailing me at krumplik@
cwmars.org.

The upcoming date is 
April 29.

There are four slots every 
day, 15 minutes each starting 
at 3:30 p.m.

To learn more, contact 
Kate Rumplik at krumplik@
cwmars.org or call 413-566-
2151 ext. 112.

Open Burning
Season has started

HAMPDEN - The Open 
Burning Season started on 
January 15, 2025 and runs 
through May 1, 2025. Home-
owners may burn brush, 
branches and forest debris 
between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. daily through the 
season.

Other restrictions apply 
and burning may not be al-
lowed on certain days due to 
recent lack of precipitation 
and strong winds. A permit 
from our department is re-
quired which you can obtain 
online from the following 
link.

To obtain burn permit vis-
it http://www.hcburnpermits.
com.

Events&announcements scheduleannouncements schedule
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Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR
GREAT SERVICE

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm

Sun. closed

2 Convenient 
Locations

413-736-5476  •  parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

Ask about 
special pricing 

for first 
responders

15% OFF 
DRY CLEANING 

when you 
pre-pay!

413-244-1943
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

Affordable Waste SolutionsAffordable Waste Solutions
Your Hometown Provider for 

Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

VIRUSES AND WORMS AND TROJANS, OH MY!

POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades • New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

POST Computer Systems specializes in:
• PC & Mac Service
• Repairs & Upgrades
• New and reconditioned computers, notebooks/laptops, 
 netbooks, tablets and peripherals
• Small Business Specialists
• Trade-ins, data recovery, networking, wireless setup, etc.

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095

413-596-5177
www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses, home offices, 
family systems, mobile professionals and everyone in between 

is what separates POST from all the rest.

POST Computer Systems, now in its 30th year of service to the 
Western Massachusetts community, owes its continued success to the strength, 

passion and vigilance of its service department.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades
New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 • www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,  
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and 

everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

A specialty shop offering a wonderful variety of fine wines, 
craft beers - domestic & imported, sake, soju, mead, ciders 

and a nice selection of non-alcoholic beers & wines.
6 Burt Lane, Wilbraham (In the rear of the building)

413-279-1252
Open Tues.-Wed. 2-8pm • Thurs. & Fri. 2-10pm

Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 11am-5pm • Closed Mon.

LEGAL NOTICE
Sale of Motor Vehicle 

Under G.L. c. 255 Sec. 39A
Bach Towing Inc. ,  165 

Benton Drive, East Longmeadow, 
MA is holding a private sale of 
the following vehicle on 5/2/2025 
at 2 p.m. to satisfy our garage 
keepers lien thereon for stor-age 
and towing charges and expenses 
of Notices of Sale.
Mirkins Ideal Cleaning Service
583 State St.
Springfield, MA 01109
2014 Ford Van
VIN: 1FTNE1EW5EDA36048
04/10, 04/17, 04/24/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD23P1844EA 

Estate of: 
Maureen A Buccacio 

Also known as: 
Maureen A Card 

Date of Death: 02/07/2023 
CITATION ON 

PETITION FOR 
ORDER OF COMPLETE 

SETTLEMENT

A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement has been 
filed by Susan A. McCoy of 
Springfield, MA requesting that 
the court enter a formal Decree 
of Complete Settlement includ-
ing the allowance of a final 
account and other such relief as 
may be requested in the Petition. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to ob tain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
05/02/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: March 31, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

04/17/2025

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
 CEMETERIES MOWING
INVITATION FOR BIDS
The Town of Wilbraham 

Cemetery Commission invites 
qualified individuals or com-
panies to submit sealed bids to 
provide mowing and landscape 
maintenance services at three 
town cemeteries for a 36-month 
period, beginning July 1, 2025.  
Sealed bids will be accepted in 
the Select Board’s Office until 
2:00 P.M. on Thursday, May 
8, 2025. The Select Board will 
award the contract upon consid-
eration of the recommendation of 
the Cemetery Commissioners as 
to the responsive and responsible 
bidder with the lowest price. 

The Town reserves the right 
to reject any or all bids, to waive 
informalities, or to issue a new 
procurement process, as deemed 
in the best interest of the Town. 

Bid documents available at: 
https://www.wilbraham-ma.gov 
04/10, 04/17/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P0762EA
Estate of: 

Harry J Danos 
Date of Death: 01/16/2025

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by John C Danos of 
Monson, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
John C Danos of Monson, MA 

be appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in 
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 05/08/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: April 10, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

04/17/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No.
HD25C0094CA 
In the matter of: 

Anna Ponchita Dunnigan
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
A Petit ion to Change 

Name of Adult has been filed 
by Anna Ponchita Dunnigan 
of Wilbraham, MA requesting 
that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to: 

Martha Anna Ponchita 
Dunnigan

 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appearance 
at: Hampden Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
04/28/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
if you object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date:  March 31, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

04/17/2025

WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapter 41, Section 81Q, the 
Wilbraham Planning Board 
will hold a Public Hearing on 
Wednesday, May 7, 2025 at 
6:00PM in the Town Office 
Building, 240 Springfield Street, 
to give interested parties the op-
portunity to comment on pro-
posed amendments to the Wil-
braham Rules and Regulations 
Governing the Subdivision of 
Land (Subdivision Regulations) 
that regulate the division of land 
and construction of subdivision 
roadways. The proposed amend-
ments will comprehensively 

update and replace the 1996 
Subdivision Regulations includ-
ing but not limited to updates 
to definitions, submittal require-
ments, procedures, performance 
guarantee requirements, and road 
construction standards.

The complete text of the pro-
posed amendments is available 
for review in the Town Clerk’s 
Office and the Planning Office 
during normal business hours 
and posted for public viewing 
on the Planning Board page of 
the Town of Wilbraham website 
at www.wilbraham-ma.gov/123/
Planning-Board. All persons in-
terested or wishing to be heard 
on this matter are urged to attend 
the public hearing.

Both in person and virtual 
participation are available. To 
participate virtually go to https://
meet.goto.com/765926205 or 
call 866-899-4679 (Access 
Code: 765-926-205).

James Rooney, Chair 
04/17, 04/24/2025

PUBLIC NOTICES

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

WILBRAHAM - The 
Wilbraham Men’s Glee 
Club, accompanied by 
Marcia Jackson and con-
ducted by Ray Drury, 
will begin rehearsals for 
the 2025 concert season 
on Monday evening, Jan. 
6, at Christ the King Lu-
theran/Episcopal Church 
at 7 p.m. Rehearsals will 
continue each Monday 

thereafter until two con-
certs in late April/early 
May.  

While no audition is 
required, all interested 
should be able to “carry 
a tune” attend the ma-
jority of rehearsals, and 
be able to pay a nominal 
fee at the first rehearsal 
to cover the cost of sheet 
music. 

Wilbraham Men’s Glee Club
to Begin Rehearsals WILBRAHAM - On Tues-

day, April 29 from 5 to 6:30 
p.m., Grades 6-12 can join us 
for Teen Block Printing 101 at 
the Wilbraham Public Library. 

Teens will learn how to 
make their own unique carved 
stamp and prints on paper to 
take home. Have you wanted 
to get started with printmaking, 

but don’t know how? This class 
is intended to take the fear out 
of it and help you to get started 
making beautiful carved prints! 

We will go over printmak-
ing materials and how to prop-
erly use them, how to come up 
with designs, and how to cre-
ate a print on paper using your 
carved stamp. Participants will 

be given carving blocks they 
will keep and lent carving tools 
for the duration of the class. 

Participants can make as 
many prints as they like in the 
time allotted! 

Disclaimer: Printmaking, 
even making a rubber stamp, 
utilizes a sharp hand carving 
tool. Students who sign up for 

this class will learn how to 
properly and safely use this tool 
for their art project. 

Online registration is re-
quired on the Event Calendar 
at wilbrahamlibrary.org or call 
413-596-6141, as space is lim-
ited. Teen Block Printing 101 
is sponsored by the Wilbraham 
Friends of the Library.

Teen Block Printing 101 at WPL
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless 
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178.

TAG SALE
TAG SALE: 63 WALKER ROAD, 
WALES. Friday, April 25th & Sat-
urday, April 26th, 8am-4pm. Rain or 
shine. 45 years of accumulation, antiques, 
art, housewares, plants, rare finds.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

CLEANING 
SERVICES

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEAN-
ING. Professional, courteous service. All 
calls returned. Free estimates. New En-
gland Carpet  & Upholstery. Eddie, 
(413)240-4266.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS.

Residential electrical service, mini splits, 
EV chargers, smoke detection. Fully in-
sured. Licensed #22882A. Mike 413-210-
9140.

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 
35+ yrs of happy customers. 508-882-
0140.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall re-
pairs and chimney repairs. Fully licensed/
insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 413-566-
5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior – Finish carpentry, fram-
ing, window & door replacement, drywall, 
painting and decks. Competitive pricing. 
Insured. Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups, 
mulching, pruning. Serving parts of Hamp-
den and Hampshire counties. Call 413-
536-3697.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

T & S LANDSCAPING Highest quality, 
lowest price. Serving the Pioneer Valley. 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, Fall and 
Gutter clean-ups. (413)330-3917

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY
PAUL DOWD MASONRY
Design, build, restore, repair.

All types of stone, brick, concrete, 
masonry. Free esimate. 
Call 978-257-8237

Pauldowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing in 
residential roofs & repairs, chimney repairs. 
Hampden, MA - 413-566-5596/413-
433-5073. Lic. #105950CSL. Fully in-
sured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

Palmer Water District #1 
is looking to hire a

 FULL-TIME 
ASSISTANT 

SUPERINTENDENT 
Full description on

Indeed. Please apply at 
10 Walnut Street, 

Palmer, MA 01069.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

HILLSIDE VILLAGE
APARTMENTS

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 

AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS

•Heat and hot water included
•Ample Closets
•Fully Applianced
•Community Room
•Laundry Facilities
•Cats Welcome
•Extra Storage
•24 Hour Maintenance

For Information call
(413)967-7755 EHO

17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently ran 
in one of our publications. Go to 

newspapers.turley.com/photo-request

Find us online at
www.newspapers.turley.com

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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TREE WORK HOME IMPROVEMENT

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

RELIABLERELIABLE
DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

LANDSCAPING

STORAGE FACILITY SEPTIC SYSTEMS

566-2916
Evening & Weekend Appointments Available!
Billy Bond - The Area’s #1 “Go To” Septic Guy!

Fully Insured • Family Owned

Hampden Septic
Pumping • Installation • Title 5 Inspections • Perc Tests

LUMBER & FEED

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

Magnet P.I.
Junk Removal & Dumpster Service!

Get Rid of ALL your junk at a reasonable price.
Even the Tough Stuff!

Boilers, hot Water Tanks, Oil Tanks, T.V.’s, Monitors, 
Mattresses, Pools, Hot Tubs, Tires...We take it all!
Call Doug at 413-455-4397

For Your Interior And Exterior Living Spaces!
84 Hubbard St., Ludlow • 413-583-3472

Mon- Fri 7:30am -5:00pm; 
Sat 7:30am – noon; closed Sunday

CABINETRY
DOORS  •  WINDOWS  

DECKING
ROOFING

AND MORE  ...

Verdon’s
Seamless Aluminum Gutters

Over 40 Years 
Experience 

Family Owned & 
Operated

65 Main Street, Wilbraham • (413) 596-9611
Mon.-Fri. 7am to 5pm - Please No Sundays - Lic.#105559

www.verdonsgutters.com • verdonsgutters@charter.net
Fully Insured & Free Estimates

CUSTOM MADE & INSTALLED CONTINUOUS SEAMLESS ALUMINUM GUTTERS & DOWNSPOUTS

JUNK REMOVAL

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

■  Tree Removal   
■  Structural Pruning
■  Crane Service
■  Storm Damage 
■  Stump Grinding

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation 413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE ON

Local
HOME PROs
Email Jocelyn Walker at

jwalker@turley.com

LudlowLudlow Self Storage Self Storage
Compare Our Prices & Save!

Local Family Owned & Managed

291 Moody Street, Ludlow 
call/text: 413-800-6022 • ludlowselfstorage.com

Brand New Building!
Safe & Secure with 24/7 Access, 
Security Cameras & Coded Entry

Largest Selection of Sizes Available

Keith Isham Landscaping, LLC

• Property Maintenance
• Organic Tick & Mosquito Control
• Loam and Seed
• Fertilizer & Pest Management
• Mulch, Stone, Loam Applications
• Spring & Fall Cleanups
• Power Seeding
• PH Remedy

• Walls, Walkways, Patios, Edging
• Landscape Design and Installation
• Walking Trails Installed & Maintained
• Excavation - Drainage - Drywells
• Field & Brush Hogging

For a FREE Estimate CALL: 413-531-1216
www.keithishamlandscapingLLC.com

Walker Home Improvement
Repairs & Renovations

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Finish Carpentry • Framing

• Windows & Door Replacement
• Drywall • Painting • Decks

413.687.5552
Competitive Pricing • Licensed • Insured

maureen.gogallagher.com

413-364-4994
realtybymaureen@gmail.com

Maureen 
McGarrett Hall  

REALTOR®
MA 9585138  |  Member MLS
Equal Opportunity Housing

No bunny knows Real Estate like I do!
HOP into your 
DREAM HOME!

Public Notices
WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit
www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all 
notices to
notices@turley.com1
Access archives and
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.2
Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.3 Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  
Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE


