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School
Committee
discusses
reductions

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The
School Committee discussed
reductions in force and wheth-
er to notice additional staff—
contingent upon the outcome
of Annual Town Meeting—
during their April 2 meeting.

Superintendent Dr. John
Provost explained he met with
the unions earlier that week to
prepare the reduction in force
notices based on the commit-
tee’s approved budget.

The operating budget is
$59,848,182, inclusive of
the debt service payment
for Minnechaug Regional
High School of $1,910,150
for FY27 to HWRSD. The
assessments are as follows:
Hampden at $9,901,966 and
Wilbraham at $33,094,675.

This budget was approved
at the March 17 budget round-
table.

Along with identifying the
staff who would be affected
by the layoffs, Provost said a
timeline was discussed—with
respect to Unit A—with the
language saying “30 days pri-
or to the date of implementa-
tion.”

Please see REDUGTIONS,
page 9

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The
East of the River Five Town
Chamber of Commerce’s
Senior Service Alliance
hosted a “Technology for
Seniors” panel event at the
senior center on April 10.

The panelists were
Maura Lessard, RN, BSN,
CCM, CDP, nurse advocate
and Board Certified Case
Manager, Aging Lifecare
Advanced Profession &
Certified Dementia Practi-
tioner at Nurse Advocates
LLC, Attorney David Carl-

The ERC5 Chamber of Commerce’s Senior
Service Alliance held a panel discussion
on technology for seniors at the Wilbraham
Senior Center on April 10.

son,

Krupka, certified senior
advisor at Assisted Living
Locators, and Kimberly
O’Connor, community liai-
son at Brookhaven Hospice.

Throughout the event,
the group provided infor-
mation on the services they
provide in their specific
fields and industries, how
to avoid scams, power of
attorney and health proxies,
hospice care, how technolo-
gy can help support seniors,
such as Medical Alert sys-
tems, home health care, uti-

lizing Smart Home systems
like Alexa, healthcare advo-
cates and more.

Schelb said the Senior
Service Alliance, through
the chamber, “is a resource
for the community in order
to learn more about how to
navigate the elder care pro-
cess.”

“Today, in particular,
was about technology,
how it can be used, how it
can protect the seniors and
the trouble with it as far
as scams are concerned,’
Schelb said.

Krupka also emphasized
education.

“The idea behind this

‘Technology for Semors

Mary-Anne Schelb,
director of Business Devel-
opment, Western MA Mar-
ket at JGS Lifecare, Katie

is to just educate people
and let them know what
is available out there. The
ever-changing technology,
but the ever-changing needs
in general. So, we’re here
to kind of continue to do
this monthly or every oth-
er month at different local
senior centers to be able to

provide this information
out and spread awareness,’
Krupka said.

O’Connor said an event
like this shows the need,
adding the alliance ‘is com-
mitted to ensuring that se-

Please see

TECHNOLOGY, page 9

Selectboard discusses regional agreement update

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Select-
board discussed a regional
agreement update during its

April 6 meeting.
Selectboard Member Don
Davenport explained the

Planning Committee met the
week before and what it en-
tailed.

“The whole thing is
around the middle school and
how much money, the capital.
We have children there. They
talk about doing a cap saying,
‘Okay, we’ll be able to spend
x number of dollars per year

to do whatever maintenance,
whatever is needed,” Daven-
port said. “Would you guys
go along with that? I said I
would have to check with
the board. In Nick’s memo,
you’ll see that he said like a
million dollars over six years,
so our share would be 20% of
that million dollars. Divided

by six years.”

Davenport said Superin-
tendent Dr. John Provost’s
main concern was about “they
weren’t intending to do a lot
of expensive repairs because
they’re in the core program.”

“But, the question is that
the core program may say,
‘Not this year. You got to ap-

ply again next year. and that
may go on for three or four
years before that happens, so
that’s the issue there,” Dav-
enport said. “But, I think the
people in both—in Wilbra-
ham and Hampden—have to
realize that that middle school

Please see UPDATE, page 8

Changes in effect for
Wilbraham Hill Climb

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer
WILBRAHAM - Police

Chief Edward Lennon out-
lined the operating plans for
the upcoming 2026 Hill Climb
with the Select Board on April
6.

The event, which will take
place on May 9, is an annual
car show, craft show and festi-
val complete with food trucks
and DJs. The main attraction,
a one mile vintage car race
taking place on Wilbraham
Mountain, is a reenactment of
a historic event in 1908 that
showcased the future of the

automobile industry within the
town.

All cars participating in the
event must predate the 1970s
and must pass technical in-
spection prior to the race.

“It’s essentially the same
as it has been all the other
years,” Lennon said when out-
lining the plans. “T’ll just note
a couple of changes. The hand-
icap parking’s now going to
be behind the old bank at 455
Main Street. It’s now under the
control of Wilbraham-Monson
Academy and they are allow-
ing it.”

Please see HILL GLIMB,
page 3

Turley photo by Patricia Sullivan
A shot of a car from last year’s Wilbraham Hill Climb.

By Natalie Proulx
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - On
Monday, April 6, the library
hosted a session about the
Six Pillars of Brain Health,
presented by  volunteer
Steve Lanning from AARP
or the American Association
of Retired Persons.

This interactive lecture
aimed to inform anyone
on the importance of brain
health in regards to aging,
actionable steps to better
brain health and tips to in-
tegrate the six pillars into
everyday life.

The six pillars of brain
health, as described by Lan-
ning as a “tool-kit” of sorts,
are social engagement, en-
gaging your brain, manag-
ing your stress, ongoing ex-
ercise, restorative sleep, and
eating right.

“I don’t think you can
separate the six pillars,”
Lanning said.

Brain health influences
every aspect of life in your
everyday thinking and ad-
aptation. All working co-
incidingly with each other,
Lanning described incorpo-
rating the six pillars in your
life as, “adding life to your
years not just years to your

‘Six Pillars of Brain Health’ session
hosted at Wilbraham Library
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The AARP presentation that was given by volunteer Steve

Lanning.

life.”

The first pillar, social en-
gagement, is arguably one
of the most important pillars
in society. Though some-
times we may not be able to
get together in person, we
have other options to stay
connected and develop our
engagement.

Lanning explained how
having good social networks
and minimal isolation add
more meaning and indepen-
dence to our lives, allowing
for us to thrive in communi-
ty and individually.

Lanning next brought
up a study from AARP’s
2020 study of how isolation

can lead to loneliness, and
even though one may be
introverted, they still need
physical social engagement
because it helps to expand
our minds through noticing
body language, facial cues,
shift in tone, and so much
more.

Alongside that, Lanning
mentioned how face to face
conversation, rather than
over the phone interactions,
is really effective for memo-
ry retention.

The next pillar, engag-
ing your brain, is the role

Please see BRAIN,
page 15
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Earth Day
Eco Expo
takes place
April 25

By Kiristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Ii-
brary’s Annual Earth Day Eco
Expo will be taking place at
the new town hall on Wilbra-
ham Road from 11 am. to 2
p-m. on April 25.

Director FEllen Moriarty
shared there’s a lot to look
forward to this year from use-
ful recycling and gardening
tips, educational eco-games
for all ages to eco-friendly
giveaways “to help the fami-
ly live more sustainably” and
many more.

Photo courtesy of Ellen Moriarty
Hampden Free Public Library
Director Ellen Moriarty,
dressed as the Lorax, with a
baby goat at last year’s Earth
Day Eco Expo event.

“This is your opportuni-
ty to ‘talk trash’ with indus-
try professionals and local
eco-enthusiasts. We’ll cover
all things sustainability in-
cluding swapping single-use
items for zero waste, recy-
cling food scraps, propa-
gating plants and more. You
won’t want to miss it!”” Mori-
arty said.

Moriarty explained the
highlights include the Bag
Share Sewing Workshop with
Talia, Captain Kindness with
his kindness coins and mak-
ing birdhouses, a recycled
book hedgehog craft in the
Sheila R. Flynn Teen Center,
a display of the solar oven
and solar generator—along
with demonstrations— and
the Buy Nothing Junk in the
Trunk event.

“Those cars that pre-
signed up will be along the
side of the parking lot where
the gazebo is and will open
their trunk and you can swap
or take or donate items to
give away or things that you
might be looking for,” Mori-
arty said.

For town departments,
Moriarty said they include the
Conservation Commission in
the community room, the fire
department, Mass Audubon
with stick bugs, Parks & Rec
who will also have informa-
tion on summer camps, the
Hampden Transfer Station
and more.

Also, local vendors such
as Mindy Meeker provid-
ing free massages, Kelly’s
Kreations, Honey Bear Tea,
Richard Muise Woodwork
who will also do caricatures
this year, Cimicchi Olive
Oil—who will also sell soaps
and lotion—Farmer Clark’s,
Cloverbook Farm with baby
goats, the local Girl Scouts,
and the Friends of the Hamp-
den Free Public Library with
their Book Sale.

“Everyone can donate
their  lightly-used  books,
hardcover and soft cover to
the library. When the library’s

Please see EARTH DAY,
page 10
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= Tree Removal

= Structural Pruning
= Crane Service

= Storm Damage

= Stump Grinding

= Lot Clearing

Give us a call today
for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by

dlandgtree.com
INSURED AND CERTIFIED
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Keep Wilbraham Beautiful Earth Day
Community Clean-Up takes place May 2

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The
Fourth Annual Keep Wil-
braham Beautiful Earth Day
Community Clean-Up will be
taking place on Saturday, May
2 at Memorial School from 8
am. to 1 p.m.

Keep Wilbraham Beauti-
ful Committee Chairperson
Megan Harrigan was joined
by Tiffany Pryor, one of the
newer committee members, to
share what the community can
expect from this year’s event.

“Basically, we’re putting
together groups that can be
assigned to different areas
around town to pick up trash.
We’re hoping that the commu-
nity will kind of come togeth-
er and help make this town
beautiful again,” Pryor said.
“A lot of times after the snow
melts, a lot of the trash shows
up on the sides of the roads
and so, we just to get the town
looking as best as possible.”

Pryor also expressed ex-
citement for the event, sharing
she learned about it through
Harrigan on Facebook and
wanted to learn more.

“I love living in Wilbra-
ham. There’s a sense of pride
being a resident here and it’s
such a beautiful town,” Pry-
or said. “Keeping the town
beautiful is always on top of

my mind. Whenever I go any-
where I try to pick up trash,
whether it’s the beach or just
on a walk or whatever.”

Harrigan was thankful for
the community’s continued
support.

“We have a lot of support
from the Wilbraham Police
Department and the DPW and
that because it’s our fourth
year going, it’s just been
seamless and a continuation of
what we’ve done in the past,
and those relationships con-
tinue to grow and get stronger,
so I feel like the town really
has our back, which is great,”
Harrigan said. “All of the per-
mits were approved and we’re
ready to rock and roll this
year.”

On the participation and
volunteers, she said there was
no limit and “the more the

merrier.”

“I do want to say our big
thank you to our largest spon-
sor who has our back once
again, USA Waste Manage-
ment. Has been phenomenal
with access to the dumpster
and anything else that we
need. So, thank you for spon-
soring again,” Harrigan said.

Harrigan explained that
the event, which is typically
held at Fountain Park, is at
Memorial School this year
due to other events.

“Memorial School was
happy to help us out, so it’s a
great location, a good build-
ing and during the event, there
will be tours of Memorial
because I think there are in-
terested members of the com-
munity that haven’t seen it or
been through it, so the Rec
Department and Bryan Litz

is working with us to give us
that access as well,” Harrigan
said.

Harrigan added she was
appreciative and humbled by
the community getting in-
volved and their care for the
town.

“It’s amazing to be able
to start the year off with less
concerns and know that this is
going to continue to roll out
and continue to improve our
town in the future, and every
year, if we get more and more
support, there’s more that we
can do,” Harrigan said. “We
planted a tree last year in
honor of the Keep Wilbraham
Beautiful, but if we were to
continue to grow, I can see us
going into further projects and
further development of a park,
a cleanup or adding a bench
or adding a birdhouse some-
where.”

Pryor shared she took part
in the event for the first time
last year.

“It’s really exciting to be
part of the Planning Commit-
tee and helping to see this to
fruition,” Pryor said.

The Care metal art instal-
lation, which debuted last
year, will also be back.

“It has been emptied and it
is ready to be filled again this
year, so we’re going to fill it
with nips to kind of make an

Please see CLEAN, page 8

HILL CLIMB from pagel

The Wilbraham Public Li-
brary will be closed on the day
of the event, which will allow
vendor parking and “some
overflow” for those seeking
additional parking.

“Crane Park will be an al-
ternate location for food trucks
in case of rain,” Lennon said.
“That was an issue last year,
which right at the end we had a
rain event and we didn’t know
what we were going to do, but
it ended up working out. This
year, that contingency has
been looked into.”

Food trucks will be al-
lowed to set up at the park one
day before the event.

“What we found is the
morning of, it’s kind of like
a fire drill trying to get ev-
erybody in and trying to get
everybody placed was kind
of tough. So, doing it the day
before we think is going to re-
ally streamline the operation,”
Lennon said.

The starting and finish
lines, he added, are going to be
moved closer to Main Street,
a decision to allow the partic-
ipating vehicles “more time to
end before they get to the top
of the hill.”

An additional feature new
to this year will be an automat-

ed signal that will inform the
racers when they reach the fin-
ish line. It will “set something
up right in front of them that
they’ve reached the finish line
and that they can obviously
stop.”

“Also, there’s going to be
a slow-moving vehicle parade
at 8 a.m.,” Lennon said. “Basi-
cally, all the vehicles are going
to slowly go up and just so that
everybody can see them.”

The parade, also, will be
“just going up the hill” and
will come back around “nor-
mally as if they were racing,”

“But it’s going to be just
kind of an event where ev-
erybody can see all the cars,”
Lennon said. “My understand-
ing is there’s going to be some
that aren’t racing that will be
in that parade just because
they’re not really race vehi-
cles, but they’re show vehicles
that they’re going to bring up
in the morning. So those are
essentially the changes. Other
than that, it’s going to be the
same as other years.”

After the Select Board ap-
proved the 2026 Hill Climb
Operations Plans, Lennon next
presented the proposed park-
ing bans and road closure ban.

“It’s the same one that
we’ve proposed each year,”

Lennon said.

The parking ban will be in
place on May 9 from 7 a.m.
to 3 p.m. for the following
streets.

1 Main Street between
Tinkham Road and Wright
Place Street

2 Springfield Street be-
tween Main Street and Ripley
Street

3 Burt Lane

4 Crane Park Drive

5 Bolles Road

6 Pomeroy Street

7 Hunting Lane

8 Miles Morgan Court

9 Willow Brook Lane

10 Woodland Dell Road

11 Brookmont Drive be-
tween Main Street and Hilltop
Drive

Mountain Road between
Main Street and 509 Mountain
Road

13 Ridge Road between
Monson Road and 200 feet
north of Ridge Road

14 Peak Road between
Monson Road and 200 feet
south of Peak Road

15 Monson Road between
Main Street and Ridge Road

After this was approved,
Vice Chair Marc Ducey next
read these.

“On Saturday 5/9/2026,
between 7 a.m. and 3:30 p.m.,

— WEALTH MANAGEMENT -

the northbound lane of Main
Street shall be closed to traf-
fic between Tinkham Road
and Faculty Street. Monson
Road between Main Street and
Ridge Road will also be closed
to traffic due to the Hill Climb
event,” Ducey said.

After a clarification ques-
tion from Chair Michael
Squindo regarding a portion of
Main Street open for the mar-
ket being detoured through the
high school, Lennon elaborat-
ed.

“The short answer is no,
but I'll explain it. Essential-
ly, Main Street Southbound is
open all the way through the
event, so it is open for that. If
vehicles that are coming north-
bound on Main Street, once
they reach Tinkham Road,
they have to go westbound on
Tinkham. They would have to
cut through the parking lot and
it becomes southbound again,”
Lennon said.

Signs will be put up
throughout the area to inform
traffic of the changes, which
is another measure that’s been
added for this year.

Lennon  clarified that
though the traffic flow will
be the same from last year,
the new signage will “make it
much clearer.”

2022 Boston Rd.
Wilbraham, MA

Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through
Trombley Wealth Management, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

Investment & Retirement

Planning

- More than just returns

- Today's thinking. Yesterday's values.
- Friendly, local and professional

Trombleywealth.com
413-596-6992
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THE BEST FRESH
FOR SPRING!

Earth Day
& Arbor Day

FREE 1 Cubic Foot Bag

Fafard Planting MiX (s11.99vaiue)

With $100 Tree or Shrub Purchase
(One Per Customer While Supplies Last)

April 22nd-April 28th
i \
Aprll 20th — 24th

Recognizing The Professmnals
Who Keep The Office Running

Fresh Flowers
Indoor or Outdoor Plants
Desktop Dish Gardens
Gift Baskets & Gift Cards!

READY SET GROW!

Cool Weather

) Vegetable Plants

Lettuce, Cabbage,
Broccoli, Celery,
Onions, Kale & More!

SPRING BLOOMING
TREES & SHRUBS

Forsythia, Weeping Cherry, Azalea, N “»
Rhododendrons And More! .
Fruit Trees ~ Apples, -‘r;f

Pears, Peaches, . '_
Plums & Cherries >

Qpnvg Plooming

Perevwuiafs

M

™~
—

Dlanthus, Icelandic Popples

Pretty Smiling A
PANSIES n

Cool Weather Tolerant
Six Packs, Bowls & Pots

Elsie’s Creamer
Opening Saturday, April 25

FOR THE SEASON
The Best Homemade Ice Cream

MADE FRESH IN SMALL BATCHES AT THE CREAMERY!
Soft Serve, Shakes and Sundaes Too
.. Open Every Day Until 8pm

WINNER OF READER RAVES
BEST HOMEMADE ICE CREAM

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071 e www.randallsfarm.net

NEW SPRING HOURS
OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM

Find us on 2T and Youl[[[)

413.283.8393 e classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer ¢ 80 Main St., Ware
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OPRO artists reflect on (_‘); years. .

By Patricia Sullivan
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - The
Old Post Road Orchestra
will mark the end of its 40th
season of making music
with a free gala concert fea-
turing Nikolai Rimsky-Kor-
sakov’s “Scheherazade” at
Minnechaug Regional High
School at 7:30 pm on Friday,
April 17.

The evening will also
include a selection from
Tchaikovsky’s Symphony
No. 4, known for its dramat-
ic opening fanfare showcas-
ing brass and woodwinds.
The anniversary concert will
include a pre-concert recep-
tion, appearances by OPRO
alumni, and more anniversary
surprises.

“Scheherazade,” inspired
by the tales of the Arabi-
an Nights, is one of OPRO
founder’s Malita Brown’s fa-
vorite pieces.

Brown, a cellist, started
the orchestra in 1986 after
moving to Western Massa-
chusetts from Albuquerque,
New Mexico. Although peo-
ple told her it couldn’t be
done, she rallied enough local
musicians to form an ensem-
ble they named the Old Post
Road Orchestra for the histor-
ic route that runs through the
region.

40 years later, Brown says,
“Now it’s a force going on its
own with so many dedicated
people. I'm feeling that I did
something worthwhile that’s
going to last after ’'m gone.”

Brown still plays with the
group as do two other orig-
inal participants—French
horn player Mike Sherman
and principal tuba player Tom
Greene.

OPRO now has between
45 and 50 musicians that
come from all over Western
Massachusetts with a few
players traveling from Con-

necticut and even Rhode Is-
land. The group is multi-gen-
erational—with participants
ranging in age from 8 to over
100.

OPRO performs six con-
certs a year—playing pops,
jazz, show tunes, orchestral,
and classical music—at var-
ious local venues, including
regular appearances at St. Ce-
cilia’s Church in Wilbraham,
Minnechaug Regional High
School and Monson’s Memo-
rial Hall.

At Brown’s urging, vio-
linist Elaine Gernux joined
OPRO in 1992 and now
volunteers as its ‘“orchestra
mother.”

She serves on the board
of directors, leads fundrais-
ing, and secures venues for
performances, among other
tasks.

“I really enjoy the cama-
raderie of the group,” Gernux
said. “So many people have
been with us for so long that
they have become like fami-
ly”

The local community has
been very supportive of the
orchestra, Gernux added.
Support comes from town
cultural councils, longtime
donors, and steady advertis-
ers.

The April 17 concert is
sponsored by Country Bank
and the Wilbraham Cultural
Council, which is supported
by the Massachusetts Cultur-
al Council, a state agency.

OPRO has worked with
several different directors
over its 40-year span, starting
with Ray Drury, who helped
the group get off the ground.
Subsequent conductors in-
cluded Paul Coffil, Neal
Schermerhorn, and Juli E.
Sansoucy. Alexandria Black
took up the baton in 2021 af-
ter the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Our different conductors
color who the orchestra is at

that time,” Gernux said. “We
are a reflection of what they
choose for the repertory and
how they interact with the
orchestra and the audience.
Each conductor brings some-
thing different to the table.”

She also offered praise to
Black.

“Lexie Black, is taking us
forward in quantum leaps,”
Gernux said. “Her knowledge
of music is over the top. We
have evolved into more ma-
ture musicianship. She chal-
lenges us and we seem to rise
to the challenge.”

Denise Sitler, a retired
strings teacher from West-
field, joined OPRO a year ago
and also enjoys working with
Black.

“She is absolutely won-
derful and encouraging,’
Sitler said.

She also reflected on her
time with OPRO.

“The orchestra is a lot of
fun and we get a lot of work
done at the same time,” Sitler
continues. “It’s a community
orchestra, but we all take it
seriously.”

Deb Alm has been playing
the clarinet with OPRO for 25
years.

“It has provided a really
foundational opportunity to
both expand my repertoire
and expand my abilities as a
very amateur musician,” Alm
said.

Alm looks forward to
playing ‘“Scheherazade” at
the upcoming concert.

“I have always loved the
music and the story behind
it. Playing ‘Scheherezade’
has been a challenge and it’s
nice to see this orchestra rise
to the challenge. Our conduc-
tor is very good to us and has
a has a wealth of musicality
that she shares with us.”

Gernux concluded: “I'm
proud of the group. What we
have been able to do with am-
ateur musicians is amazing.

MONDAY

S15 Smash Burger:

with fries and
160z Stella or Bud Light

EiL Y

TUESDAY

S20 Steak Night:
10 oz strip served with
mashed and veg

WEDNESDAY

All Pastas S20!
Try one in our House Made
Bread Bowls

THURSDAY

Prime Rib Night
served with potato, veg

Our Famous Brunch: Sat & Sun 9am-Noon
Booking Parties Now (25-90 guests)

SUN 9:00am-9:00pm
Mon-WED 11:00am-9:00pm
THURS-Fri 11:00am-10:00pm
SAT 9:00am-10:00pm

1
=]

FACEBOOK

Get Local at Home with

D DOORDASH

INSTAGRAM

TheLocalTableNTap.com Bar Open Late

(413) 279-1198 » TheLocalTableNTap@gmail.com
2039 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

Wi

Photos courtesy of Elaine Gernux
String players practice for a performance.

We hope to be around for
many more years.”

The April 17 OPRO an-
niversary gala concert at
Minnechaug Regional High
School is free and open to the
public. Donations are accept-
ed.

For more information
about OPRO, email the Board
of Directors at oprowilb@
gmail.com; or stop by a re-
hearsal, held every Wednes-
day from 7 to 9 p.m. at Soule
Road School.

0PRO members at a holiday concert.

Start your smile journey today!
Scanto book a complimentary consult.

ORTHODONTICS

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham
413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com
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Dr. Ana Serrenho

100% locally owned and operated

u Available evenings

and Saturdays

TR E E

ROBINSON

S ERVICE

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 « office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net
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OrthoMA

ORTHOPEDIC URGENT CARE

Expert Orthopedic Care.
Right When You Need It.

Wilbraham Clinic - NOW OPEN!
35 Post Office Park
Wilbraham, MA

Westfield Clinic

53 Southampton Road
Westfield, MA

MONDAY - FRIDAY 4PM - 8PM
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 8AM - 1PM

413-83-ORTHO ORTHOMA.ORG
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

“‘

Dear Rusty:

I will be 65 in October
and 1 am working full-
time. My goal is to work
until age 67, which is my
Full Retirement Age or
until age 70.

I heard I have to apply
for Medicare Part A only.
Is this true or will I be pe-
nalized? And do I have to
go to the Social Security
office to do this or can I
do it online? And then
will they be still giving me
my Medicare through the
next five years of working
or do I have to pay for
something? 1 will have
my own healthcare insur-
ance. Thank you for your
help.

Signed: Confused

Dear Confused:

There are two things
you should be aware of:

You do not need to
claim Social Security
benefits when you enroll
in Medicare

You do not need to en-
roll in Medicare at age 65
if you have “creditable”
healthcare coverage from
your employer, “credit-
able” is a group plan with
at least 20 participants.

Thus, it is perfect-
ly okay for you to delay
taking your Social Se-
curity benefits until age
67 (your SS full retire-
ment age) or even until
age 70 when you will get
the maximum SS benefit
you are entitled to. And
if you now have “credit-
able” healthcare cover-
age from your employer,
you can delay enrolling
in Medicare until such
time as your employer’s
healthcare coverage ends.
When you stop working,
you will enter a Medi-
care Special Enrollment
Period, during which you
can enroll in Medicare
without incurring a Late
Enrollment Penalty.

Whenever you decide
to enroll in Medicare or
Social Security, you will
not need to visit your lo-
cal SSA office to do so.
You can enroll in Medi-
care either online at www.
ssa.gov/medicare/sign-up
or you can call SSA at
1-800-772-1213 to make
an appointment to enroll
in Medicare on the tele-
phone.

Similarly, when you
are ready to claim Social
Security, you can do so
online at www.ssa.gov/
apply or you can call
1-800-772-1213 to make
an appointment to apply
for SS over the phone.
To apply online, howev-
er, you should first create
your personal “my Social
Security” online account
at  www.ssa.gov/myac-
count. Creating your
online SS account now
at age 65 will facilitate
later online enrollment
and will also provide you
with an estimate of your
SS benefit amounts at
various ages — e€.g., NOwW
at age 65, at your FRA of
67 or at age 70. And that
should help you decide
when it is best for you to
claim Social Security.

A few final points:

I'll be 65 soon and am working.
Must I enroll in Medicare?

You should verify
with your employer’s
health insurance provid-
er that they don’t require
you to enroll in Medicare
at age 65. Most employer
plans don’t, but some do.

You don’t need to en-
roll in Medicare Part A
or Part B now as long as
your employer’s cover-
age is creditable. And it’s
okay to enroll in Medi-
care a couple of months
prior to your employer’s
creditable healthcare cov-
erage ending when you
stop working, requesting
that your Medicare cover-
age starts when your em-
ployer’s healthcare ends.
This will ensure that there
is no gap in your health-
care coverage. If your
employer coverage is
creditable, you will not
suffer a Medicare Late
Enrollment Penalty for
enrolling after age 65.

If you claim Social Se-
curity benefits at any time
prior to your FRA and are
still working, you will
be subject to Social Se-
curity’s Annual Earnings
Test, which limits how
much you can earn before
they take away some of
your benefits. The AET
lasts until you reach your
FRA (67), after which
you can earn as much as
you like without your SS
benefits being affected.

Whenever you claim
your Social Security ben-
efits, you will be required
to take Medicare Part
A, which is coverage for
inpatient hospitalization
services. Medicare Part
A is free because you are
also eligible for Social
Security. But you don’t
need to enroll in Part A
at age 65 unless you also
claim Social Security.

Medicare Part B,
which is coverage for
outpatient healthcare ser-
vices (doctors, medical
tests, etc.), is optional if
you have creditable em-
ployer coverage as ex-
plained above. You do not
need to enroll in Medicare
Part B, for which there is
a monthly premium of
$202.90 in 2026 until
your employer’s credit-
able healthcare coverage
ends, even if you claim
Social Security earlier.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other
governmental entity. This
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and
does not represent legal
or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions
and interpretations of the
Association Mature Cit-
izens Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited
by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, Vvis-
it amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is
a Social Security advisor
for AMAC.
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The ins and outs of forsytﬁia
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home-
owners con-

ach year as forsythia
Eburst into bloom, I am

reminded of my
dad.

You see, this
spring harbinger al-
ways blooms right
around his birthday.

This year would’ve
been a monumental
one, as he would have
celebrated 100 years!

Although ~ most
landscape  profession-
als aren’t all that fond of
forsythia, it holds a special
place in my heart. When it
is in full bloom our eyes are
lifted away from the still drab
lawn and the bare borders to
bask at its branches of yellow
flowers.

If you are lucky enough
to have forsythia growing in
your yard, perhaps you will
find the following facts in-
teresting, straight from the
archives.

Forsythia can be forced
into bloom indoors. While
it is a little late in the sea-
son to fully appreciate this
technique, it can easily be
achieved now.

As long as temperatures
are above freezing, you can
harvest the branches. Sim-
ply prepare them as you
would any other cut flower
by removing side shoots that
would be under water in the
vase. Fill the vase with hot
water and just prior to inser-
tion recut the end of the stem
on a 45 degree angle to ex-
pose as much surface area as
possible.

We use hot water be-
cause it will move through
the plant’s vascular system
quickly, hydrating it fully.

Place the vase in indi-
rect, bright light, and change
the water a couple of times
a week. Expect blooms in a
matter of days this time of
year; if you harvest stems in
early March it will take a bit

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

by

Roberta Ml

longer to
enjoy the flowers.

Forsythia buds are ten-
der. While the shrub itself is
hardy to Zone 4, the buds are
reliably hardy to only Zone 5.

After an especially cold
winter you may see forsythia
in half-bloom! The tops of the
shrub may be devoid of blos-
soms, but the bottom chock-
full. This generally happens
because the lower portion of
the shrub was insulated under
a snow bank or leaf mound.

Likewise, the blossoms
are also tender — sometimes
reduced to mush the morning
after a hard freeze.

Forsythia flowers are
borne on the previous year’s
wood. With that in mind,
prune as soon as possible af-
ter flowering.

Simply cut the oldest
stems all the way down to
the ground. You can safely
remove up to one-third of
the bush in a single pruning
session. New growth will
emerge over the summer and
provide blossoms for next
season.

While some books recom-
mend cutting overgrown for-
sythias down to the ground
completely, in my experi-
ence, this advice is drastic.
The plant will need a couple
of years to recover from that
approach.

Sometimes you see for-
sythia pruned into balls or
stiff hedges. While some

sider this look

appealing, I like

to see the bush

a little less tame. It’s

also hard to guarantee

flowers throughout such a

manicured shape; sometimes

part will bloom and the rest

will be just foliage. Kind of a
weird look.

Propagating forsythias is
easy! Do you want more of
a good thing? Try layering
your forsythias. Take a long,
pliable branch and bend it to
the ground a foot or so from
the main plant. Cover the
bend with soil and secure it
with a brick or heavy stone.
In a few months’ time it
will root, and by the follow-
ing spring the new plant can
easily be separated from its
mother.

Forsythia is easily grown.
Perhaps this is why we see so
many forsythias in the land-
scape.

While it will undoubtedly
bloom best in full sun, once
established, it can tolerate
all but the driest of soils and
adapts to a range in pH. Also,
it is bothered by few pests or
diseases.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For the last 34 years, she has
held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge
Village. She enjoys growing
food as well as flowers. Have
a question for her? Email
it to pouimette @turley.com
with “Gardening Question”
in the subject line.

.y
BACKYARD .

By Ellenor Downer

Eastern Phoebe

March 28, my first sight-

ing of 2026.

The Eastern Phoebe is a
plump songbird with a me-
dium-length tail. It appears
large-headed for a bird of its
size. The head often appears
flat on top, but phoebes some-
times raise the feathers up
into a peak. Like most small
flycatchers, they have short,
thin bills used for catching
insects. The Eastern Phoebe
slightly larger than a tufted
titmouse.

The Eastern Phoebe is
brownish-gray above and off-
white below, with a dusky
wash to the sides of the
breast. The head is typically
the darkest part of the upper
parts. Birds in fresh fall plum-
age show faint yellow on the
belly and whitish edging on
the folded wing feathers.

The Eastern Phoebe gen-
erally perches low in trees
or on fence lines. Phoebes
are very active, making short
flights to capture insects and
very often returning to the
same perch. They make sharp
“peep” calls in addition to
their familiar “Phoebe” vo-
calizations. When perched,
Eastern Phoebes wag their
tails down and up frequently.

Isaw an Eastern Phoebe on

These
birds fa-
vor open
woods
such as
yards,
parks,
wood -
lands

woodland
edges.
Phoebes
usually breed around build-
ings or bridges on which they
construct their nests under
the protection of an eave or
ledge.

Bring in bird feeders

The Allen Bird Club of
Springfield reminds area resi-
dents that early spring means
hungry bears. If people en-
joy feeding birds during the
winter, it’s now time to bring
feeders in at night or to put
them away entirely until next
December. Black bears have
an excellent memory and will
return to feeders where they
find easy meals. When that
happens, bears can become
a nuisance. FYI, over 50
million Americans purchase
more than one billion pounds
of bird seed and suet annual-
ly.

An excellent way to feed
birds year-round is by plant-
ing native fruit and seed bear-
ing plants that provide food
for wildlife. The Cornell Lab
of Ornithology’s new citizen
science initiative, Garden for
Birds, offers regionally-tai-
lored tips on the best plants
to choose to help struggling
wildlife to thrive. This pro-
gram is free and participation
can be cancelled at any time.
Information on how to turn
a yard into a bird-supporting
habitat can be found by visit-
ing gardenforbirds.org.

Common mergansers

My husband and I saw the
male and female Common
Merganser diving in cedar
Lake Sturbridge in between
the ice on Thursday, March
19. They were beautiful.

Brimfield birds

I received an email from
a Brimfield resident. He said,
“In my last email I had re-
ported a broad-winged hawk
seen in the yard. I later was
looking at some photographs
I'had taken of the bird and dis-
covered I was wrong, the bird
was a red-shouldered hawk.
Also it would have been very
early for a broad-wing.”

He saw crows, blue jays
and a red-shouldered hawk
on his trail camera as well as
raccoons and an opossum.

He also has eight gold-
finch visiting regularly. He
said, “For most of the win-
ter we have only seen one or
two at the feeders. One was
starting to show some yellow
plumage.”

He puts out a coffee can
of whole peanuts every day
in a tray. He said, “Blue jays,
titmice and an occasional
red-bellied woodpecker take
the peanuts that are usually
gone within a couple of hours.
Lately the peanuts have been
lasting two or three days and
I haven’t seen any blue jays.”
He also noted it is “A sign of
spring, the chipmunks are out
and about and the daffodil
leaves have started to emerge,
hooray.”

Goldfinches

I received an email from
a Worthington resident. He
said, “Around mid-February
each year my bird feeders are
inundated by a flock or may-
be flocks of goldfinches in
their drab winter colorations.
It’s amazing how many flit in
and out of my feeders. And,
when the goldfinches come,
they are joined by an equal-
ly large flock of pine siskins.
They must travel together and
they look somewhat simi-
lar since the goldfinches ar-
en’t yet sporting their bright
yellow colors. They usually
hang around for a month or
so and then move on further
North.” He said, “I enjoy
watching them at the feeders,
the few who decide to spend

Please see BACKYARD,
page 15
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PHONE
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ADDRESS
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Turley )

Publications, Inc.

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume
liability for the loss of photographs
or other materials submitted for
publication. Materials will not be
returned except upon specific request
when submitted.

Editorial
Policy

Letters to the editor should be
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be
published. We require letter writers to
include his or her town of residence
and home telephone number. We
must authenticate authorship prior
to publication. We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal
attacks, defamation of character and
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor,
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy

The TIMES will gladly correct
factual errors that appear in this paper
and can be substantiated. Corrections
or clarifications will always appear on
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail
or mailed communication to the editor
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
is published every Thursday by Turley
Publications, Inc. One year out of town
subscriptions are available at $45, out
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission
of news material, letters to the editor
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden
Times welcomes readers to
participate in this year’s election
campaigns by writing letters to
the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times,
care of Turley Publications, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed
10 413-289-1977 or emailed to
krivers@turley.com. Please include
a daytime telephone number for
verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered
for that Thursday’s newspaper.

No attack letters will be printed.
No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy
will be printed. If the volume of
letters received is larger than the
space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive,
the newspaper reserves the right
to print a representative sample.
No endorsement letters will be
printed in the last edition before the
election.

For more information, call the
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election
coverage, the newspaper plans to
print stories about contested races
for Congress, state Senate, state
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks
leading up to the election, as well
as a question-and-answer voters
guide. In order to ensure fairness
1o all candidates, no political press
releases will be printed, nor will
reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to
further publicize their candidacy,
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden
Times.
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Readers are encouraged to send in
medium to high resolution photos
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A COMMUNITY GALLERY &

for this page by e-mail to

krivers@turley.com or
mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street,

Palmer, MA 01069.

Submitted photo and caption Jaime Hageman :

Another 1,000
Books Before
Kindergarten

Finisher!

WPL Children’s Librarian Jaime
Hageman was excited to share
another child reach the milestone of
1,000 books before Kindergarten!

Congrats to Cohen Boody!

|
=
==

Submitted photo and caption Wendy Cowles

:In celebration of National Pet Month, the Hampden Senior Center welcomed Nancy

- Ronan and Comet(left), Lori Kellner and Tripp (right) from Bright Spot Therapy Dogs.
. Lori and Tripp have been coming to the Hampden Senior Center every Tuesday

. morning for the past four years bringing lots of smiles and love to our Genter!

Renna honored at Thunderbirds
Hometown Salute

Wilbraham’s Department
of Veterans Services Director
Patrick Renna was honored at
the April 4 Springfield Thun-
derbirds game as part of the
Thunderbirds Hometown Sa-
lute program where they hon-
or an individual who has gone
beyond the call of duty. The
experience was made possible
through an anonymous nomi-
nation.

Here is what was read

“Patrick Renna  proudly
served 24 years in the United
States Air Force. As a Logis-
tics Planner, he was respon-
sible for coordinating the
movement of fighter aircraft,
personnel, supplies, and crit-
ical equipment around the
world. Throughout his career,
he led Airmen at every level
and remained committed to
the mission while always tak-
ing care of those who served

Submitted photos and caption Patrick Renna

the military’s highest enlisted
rank, retiring honorably as a
Chief Master Sergeant in his
role as the Senior Enlisted
Leader of the 104th Logistics
Readiness Squadron. Pat-
rick is supported by his wife,
Amanda, and their two daugh-
ters, Evie and Scarlett, who

his years of service. Today, he
continues serving as the Di-
rector of Veterans’ Services
for the Town of Wilbraham,
where he fights every day
to ensure veterans and their
families receive the respect,
recognition, and benefits they
have earned through their ser-

§ WILBRAHAM
HAMPDE

Bright Spot Therapy Dogs visit HSC

COMMUNITY
BULLETIN BOARD
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Send us in

your

announcements!
Happy Birthdays,
Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run
here free of charge, please keep it
) to less than 50 words.
f Please send to krivers@turley.com

= e

- Friepds of Wilbraham
_;Seniors 50/50 raffle

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers
The Friends of Wilbraham Seniors held a 50/50 raffle
drawing on March 31 at the Wilbraham Senior Genter. It
was the first fundraiser of the year for the Friends and had
over 700 entries. The Friends also raised $945.03, which
will go to the Senior Assistance Fund which helps seniors
who, as a last resort, need financial help to pay utility bills,
heating bills, medical equipment, prescriptions, etc.
The raffle winners were Mandy Greene (25%), Karen Belsky
(15%) and Maria Cacela (10%). The Friends proceeds will
go to the Senior Assistance Fund which helps our seniors
who, as a last resort, need financial help to pay utility bills,
heating bills, medical equipment, prescriptions, etc.

Photo and caption courtesy of Wilbraham Fire Department

MRHS juniors, seniors
participate in CPR training

0On March 26, another 200 juniors and seniors participated
in hands-only CPR training at Minnechaug. A huge thank
you to the HWRSD health services, nursing staff, and

the physical education department for making this vital

during the ceremony: alongside him. He achieved stood beside him throughout vice to our nation.” training possible.
THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:
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Old Meeting House Museum opens for the season
during Wilbraham Hill Climb— —————

Free admission,
local history, and
a full calendar
of community
events ahead

WILBRAHAM — The
Old Meeting House Museum
will kick off its 2026 season
on Saturday, May 9, opening
its doors during the Wilbra-
ham Hill Climb.

Located in the heart of the
event on Main Street, the mu-
seum invites visitors to step
inside and explore local arti-
facts, while browsing a fresh-
ly stocked gift shop featuring
new items and Hill Climb
merchandise.

Museum Highlights:

* Open House: May 9, 8 a.m.
to close.

¢ Free admission for all vis-
itors

e Access to one of Wilbra-
ham’s most historic build-
ings

¢ Exclusive Wilbraham Hill
Climb t-shirts and local
merchandise available for
purchase

A Season of Free
Community Events

The Hill Climb also marks
the beginning of a full season
at the Old Meeting House
Museum. From May through
December, the museum will

Ii.OWEB PRICES

0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

GENTER CU

INFLATION

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

T
PORK LOIN CHOPS or ROAST S 202

host a series of free, fami-
ly-friendly events rooted in
local history and community
connection. This year’s pro-
gramming includes returning
favorites alongside new offer-
ings designed to bring the re-
gion’s past to life through pre-
sentations and opportunities
to connect with local history.

“We’re especially excited
about this year’s program-
ming,” said Lindsey Bourci-
er, Director of Marketing &
Communications. “It features
community favorites like our
Ice Cream Social alongside
entirely new events. It’s shap-
ing up to be our strongest sea-
son yet.”

OLD MEETING HOUSE MUSEUM

1793
WILBERAHAM

The full calendar of events
is available at: www.theomh.
org

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK SHOULDER PICNIC......

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FRESH

BEEF NECK BONES.......... 0 329

PO O e enproasy S8 22 > s oieress ™ LAYER CAKE 195 02 3 o
S () (B E'__' BEEF CHUCK USDA INSP.

USDA INSP. $233 ROAST or STEAK ) GHICKEN PARMASEAN 99
WUNDERBAR BOLOGNA... * B % SG39 / NI EMPANADA s o7 B
%Wfs:gSEHEESEmm"""mmm 53%9 USDA INSP. e AR

© ', “GROUND FRESH DAILY
DIET LEAN
GROUND BEEF 5'8

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK STOMACH................ $3ﬁ9

SALE DATES:

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF RIBE EYE STEAKS
39
$1 Ib 399?b

$5|2b9

4/16/26-4/22/26 __ BUY DIRECT FOR
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New Polling Location

HAMPDEN - The Town Clerk’s office
would like to share the following public ser-
vice announcement.

For all future elections, the polling location
is now at the new town hall on 85 Wilbraham
Rd. in Hampden.

PRICES IN RED
ARE AT OR BELOW
LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 5016 7 D15

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS
$217
Ib

CHICKEN BREAST 10 L6 86 s

USDA INSP. PEPPERIDGE FARMS

CHOCOLATE FUDGE

COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 2.8 BAGs1 Gge?

F 90 Meat Outlet @ [Rabat it

Springfield
HOURS: won. - Wed. 8-4 413-737-1288
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3

www.90meat.com

We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

SAVINGS  SELECTION » SERVICE

CLEAN from page 3

art statement around town that

we do care and we don’t want

Auditions for ‘Gypsy’
taking place April 22, 23

HAMPDEN - The The-
atre Guild of Hampden is
holding auditions on April
22 and 23 for their upcom-
ing production of “Gypsy.”

The auditions take place
at 7 p.m. at the Hampden
Town Hall, formerly Thorn-
ton W. Burgess Middle
School, at 85 Wilbraham
Rd. in Hampden.

They are, also, looking
for two little girls between
the ages of 12 to 14, must
sing and dance, and four
young boys between the
ages of 12 to 14, must sing
and dance.

For more information,
call Mark Giza at 413-204-
5333.

UPDATE from page 1

is not conducive to learning
and it has a number of phys-
ical defects that have been
there for a number of years
that have not been addressed
and that we’re headed down
the road to spend tens of
millions of dollars either in
renovation and addition or a
new middle school.”

He added the question
was “what do we do for the
kids between now and the
new middle school.”

“And that’s where the
hang-up is. I think we’re
pretty adamant in the fact
that we don’t want to pay for
capital, things that should
have been taken care of 10
years ago and never were,’
Davenport said. “But, I do
think that we do have some
obligation to take care of the
maintenance things to keep
it running properly in the
meantime.”

Davenport  said  this
year, $105,000 was put into
maintenance for the middle
school and “it’s in the re-
gional budget, so we’re pay-
ing 21% of that anyhow.”

“Is that the way to go?
That’s the issue. The bottom
line is Wilbraham—Select
Board—wants to meet with
us again and see if we can’t
hash it out,” Davenport said.

Selectboard Member
Erik  Vanderleeden said,
“I don’t think much has
changed,” but was open to a
meeting.

“Absolutely, let’s have
a meeting, but I think kind
of to reiterate, I think we’re
unanimously agreeing that
anything that was kind of
pre-existing, we shouldn’t
be responsible for,” Vander-
leeden said. “Whereas, if
anything, from that date we
come to an agreement for-
ward. If it’s a crack in the
wall we need to repair, then

The goal, she added, is

that there’s no trash on the
roads in town.

For volunteers, they will
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the nips on the side of the
road,” Harrigan said.

Pryor emphasized getting
the younger kids and next
generations involved as well.

“Not only will they be
helping to make our town
nicer, but they’ll also see.
‘Wow, look at all this trash
that people just toss out their
windows’ and they’ll take
that going forward and won’t
be taking part in that,” Pryor
said. “They’ll learn from that
and see there’s no need for
that anywhere.”

“Educating the young so
that it doesn’t continue and
it isn’t a yearly thing would
be fantastic, and letting them
know it’s not okay, it’s unac-
ceptable,” Harrigan said.

also receive thank you gifts
of donuts as a welcome with
registration and popcorn, ice
cream and a tree sapling per
family upon their return.

The message was this.

“Get involved. Come on
out on May 2!” Pryor said.
“Even if you’re just driving
by and you see the sign, pop
on in. You don’t have to sign
up in advance, but we would
like you to.”

“We need people there,”
Harrigan said. “And we’ll be
passing out the typical safety
information along with the
trash bags, safety vests, grab-
bers, buckets and gloves.”

The committee is also sell-
ing yard signs this year. They
cost $50 and can be put on

that’s on both towns to repair
that. Obviously, just a hy-
pothetical situation. I think
we’re kind of okay with
that. It was just pre-existing
stuff that was identified from
before. It should be on Wil-
braham to take care of that,
but also, I get that you didn’t
want to spend millions of
dollars on a sinking ship, es-
sentially, and I get that, but
we also have an obligation to
keep the teachers, staff and
children safe and ventilia-
tion and whatnot. So, I defi-
nitely think that there should
be some repairs done, and I
think that’s what we’ll have
to come to an agreement on.”

Chair John Flynn said
this.

“I mean, you made the
point before about endless
meetings where nothing
changes, which is very valid,
but we have an obligation to
at least get some conversa-
tion going on it,” Flynn said.
“So, if there’s something
new we can talk about and
really get off the dime, let’s
make it happen.”

Flynn then suggested to
offer the Wilbraham Select
Board a date to meet, with
the other members suggest-
ing to meet in Wilbraham as
the previous meetings were
held in Hampden.

“We can go either place,”
Flynn said.

“We can go, let’s go
there,” Davenport said. I
did suggest to them that if
the core program did have a
new middle school, we need
a new middle school that we
have some nice property out
back here that we’d be very
happy to donate to them so
they could build a new mid-
dle school.”

After further discussion,
the board agreed to work on
arranging a date to be deter-
mined to meet with the Wil-
braham Select Board.

the side of the road in front
of your house to give infor-
mation out to the community
about the event.

“It’s a small sponsorship
level to get a yard sign at your
home and we’ll also mention
you at the event as well,” Har-
rigan said. “You can contact
any of the committee mem-
bers or shoot us an email or
a call through our website or
Facebook page.”

To learn more, visit https://
sites.google.com/view/wil-
braham-earth-day-cleanup/
home. A link can also be
found on the town website or
the Keep Wilbraham Beauti-
ful Facebook page.

To register, visit docs.
google.com/forms/d/e/
1FAIpQLScRyld_LLANyX-
gESj2KOwRneYOgNiH-
Ma3odhNSOHd_akfIxTQ/
viewform?usp=dialog.
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TECHNOLOGYfrom page 1

niors have information about
resources, care options, ser-
vices that are available to
them in the community as
they’re navigating their gold-
en years.”

Also, an opportunity for
collaboration between her
and her fellow members.

“So, the more opportunity
to be able to talk with folks,
share information, answer
their questions and point
them in the direction of those
who might be able to make
some connections for them
to help with their quality of
life. That’s what our goal is,”
O’Connor said.

She hopes attendees took
away that hospice care is
“quality of life, compassion-
ate care.”

“It’s for seniors specifi-
cally. It is a Medicare benefit
that, if they’re eligible, they
are entitled to. They can be
received for six months and
possibly longer,” O’Connor
said.

She also encouraged the
community to visit the cham-
ber of commerce website,
erc5.com, to learn more about
future events.

Lessard was thrilled with
the audience engagement,
noting the interactions during
and after the event.

“That is so important. We
have so much to give, but
we really try to leave a lot of
time, and afterwards, people
can stay because they have
specific issues that they’re
struggling with, and that’s the

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
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Katie Krupka, certified
senior advisor at Assisted
Living Locators, was one of
the panelists.

whole goal is to be connect-
ed so they feel comfortable
reaching out to us for those
specific questions,” Lessard
said. “Or, something happens
in six months, they say, ‘Oh,
wait. I know I have resourc-
es. Who am I going to call?’
They can call any of us, they
can call the senior center.
They are not in this alone.”

Lessard noted the impact
of the chamber’s executive
director, Grace Barone, who
came from the healthcare in-
dustry, for having events like
this through the ERCS.

“She was at Keystone
Commons, so as a business
development person, she has
a much more global under-
standing of healthcare, what
our roles are,” Lessard said.
“So, she recognized that
when she got in the role of ex-
ecutive director for the cham-
ber. She recognized this niche

Maura Lessard, RN, BSN,
CGCM, CDP, nurse advocate
and Board Certified Case
Manager, Aging Lifecare
Advanced Profession

& Certified Dementia
Practitioner at Nurse
Advocates LLC, discussed
nurse advocates.

of people with expertise, and
that’s how we came up with
the alliance with the goal of
being able to give this educa-
tion.”

Carlson elaborated on the
importance of health care
proxies and power of attorney
and why seniors should have
these as tools.

“Health care proxy allows
you to designate somebody
to make your medical deci-
sions when you’re no longer
able to make or communicate
your own decisions, and then
the financial durable power of
attorney allows you to desig-
nate someone to make your
financial decisions, pay your
bills, access retirement ac-
counts, sell real estate. Very

Mary-Anne Schelb, director
of Business Development,
Western MA Market at

JGS Lifecare, provided
information on home
healthcare options available
to seniors.

broad document,” Carlson
said.

He also cautioned seniors
to be careful of scams and
make sure their medical and
financial affairs are in place.

“In terms of scams, hope-
fully, to be very cautious
about any inquiry that they
might receive and then, also,
to make sure that they get
their health care proxies and
powers of attorney in order,”
Carlson said.

Krupka shared what she
enjoys about being part of the
alliance.

“All of these people on
this panel, we really built a
strong relationship with each
other to support the people
in our community, whether
it’s the town of Wilbraham
or throughout the chamber

Page 9

Attorney David Carlson
focused on important
documents including health
care proxies and powers of
attorney.

of commerce in the area,”
Krupka said. “It’s really just
an opportunity to connect, but
we all really care about each
other too. We love each other
and we love that we’re able to
provide the information to the
community as well.”

Schelb advised residents
to be mindful of technology
and, also, to have conversa-
tions before a crisis occurs so
all are prepared.

“Technology is great,
but it can’t replace person-
al, hands-on care. So, think
about it as integrative, not a
replacement of,” Schelb said.

Carlson’s message was
this.

“Get their documents in
order, take advantage of the
resources that are available
and make sure you attend the
next event,” Carlson said.

Kimberly 0’Connor,
community liaison at
Brookhaven Hospice,
shared how the community
can connect with anyone
who’s part of the ERC5
Senior Service Alliance for
resources and information.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Attendees also had the
opportunity to ask questions
during the panel event.

REDUCTIONS from page 1

“Since teachers and para-
professionals work on a
school year contract rather
than a sort of ever-going con-
tract that just rolls from year
to year, that 30 days prior to
the end of the year brings us
to April 24, which is during
April vacation,” Provost said.
“It is best practice to do this
in person with staff. You don’t
want to just have them receive
a notice in the mail saying
they’re subject to a reduction
in force, which means that
we want to have the oppor-
tunity to meet with staff pri-
or to April vacation. So, that
backs up our timeline a little
bit more.”

The unknown, he added,
is what if the budget isn’t ap-
proved by one or both towns,
which is where the notice to
additional staff would come
in.

“Because by the time
those town meetings come
around, we will be beyond the
known estate for teachers and
paraprofessionals, for sure,
possibly some other units as
well,” Provost said.

After a review of the pro-
cess and options available if a
budget isn’t approved, Secre-
tary Lisa Murray said this.

“So, John, if the budget
isn’t approved, if we hadn’t
notified these other people,
we haven’t met the obligation
of notifying them in an appro-

priate amount of time,” Mur-
ray said.

“That’s correct,” Provost
said.

“So, we’re obligated to
notify everybody in a certain
amount, at an appropriate
time,” Murray said.

Provost then explained
the issue of fiscal exigency,
which is a formally declared
state of severe financial crisis
in a district. It allows drastic
actions including reductions
in force and discontinuing or
merging programs to ensure a
district’s stability.

This is, also, a formal and
public declaration made by a
district’s board of trustees.

“I don’t know exactly
what the legal parameters
or qualifications are to de-
clare fiscal exigency. I guess
there is some question right
now around whether or not
the budget will be supported
in both of the towns, and so
I think a reasonable person
could argue you might want
to cover yourself at least a lit-
tle bit in case it doesn’t pass,”
Provost said.

“I would think if it doesn’t
pass, we would want those
people to know ahead of time,
because that’s the right thing
to do for those staff mem-
bers,” Murray said.

On Vice Chair Dr. Michael
Tirabassi’s question about the
number of proposed addition-
al notifications, Provost said
he imagined two approaches.
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“One would be to say to
include all of the reductions in
that sort of two-tiered list of
cuts that I had brought, even
though I know that you re-
jected many of them. Because
those would probably be the
ones we’d be talking about
again if the budget didn’t pass
in one of the communities.
That, I think, brought it down
to a number that, I believe,
from what I heard probably
would be sustainable under
all of the scenarios,” Provost
said. “The other way would be
to say, ‘We don’t know. Let’s
just really be sure and reduce,
send layoff notices to every-
one who was hired last year.”

He added “about 10 ele-
mentary school teachers” and
“a number of secondary” were
hired last year.

Tirabassi said, “Since we
have no idea what the funding
gap is, I think that that might
be reasonable.”

“I have confirmation that
Wilbraham FinCom voted to
support the full budget that
we proposed,” Tirabassi said.
“And that’s passed, so we at
least know that little piece of
the puzzle.”

On Rich Rediker’s ques-
tion if either town needs a 2
1/2 override to fund what was
proposed last time, Tirabassi
replied, “T don’t think so0.”

“However, 1 think that
Hampden will have to make
some hard choices to be able
to fund it,” Tirabassi said.

Chair Michal Boudreau
then clarified that Hampden’s
Advisory Committee has not
voted on the budget yet, as
their public hearing did not
take place. This is scheduled
for April 21.

“I think that they have to
look at all the departments,
and so, we fit in as the School
Department that they have to
look at,” Boudreau said. “My
understanding is that the bud-
get we put forth would impact
what they are able to do for
all the different departments.
I know they have not made a
decision.”

Murray again emphasized
notifying the people who
would be impacted.

“It’s not right to not notify
people. They have a right to
know. I would want to know.
I would feel like everybody
here would want to know,”
Murray said. “And it is ap-
propriate that they talk about
it with their building adminis-
trators and not receive it in a
different way. So, we want to
do that before vacation.”

Tim Collins agreed with
Murray on sending the notices
out “based on worst-case sce-
nario.”

“So, that should the worst-
case scenario happen, these
people have notifications,
they have time to plan their
lives and the schools have
time to plan their adjust-
ments because when you lose
a staff member, that’s going

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
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Nate (413) 636-2929

D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.
Palmer, MA 01069

to change the whole makeup
of the school and that takes
some time as well,” Collins
said. “So, my recommenda-
tion would be to when you’re
talking to people, you can say,
‘Hey, here’s the budget we
passed and these are the only
cuts that will be required. But,
worst-case scenario, we might
have to cut this many, this
many, this many and for those,
this is why you’re getting the
notice because we have to no-
tify you and it’s only fair to
you and to your schools that
they know this potential is
there,” and maybe it’ll wake
some people up too.”

On the notifications, Pro-
vost said there’s two separate
groups.

“The first group, that you
were talking about, staff who
were impacted by the list of
cuts. Those are really two-
step processes. Those are like
the ones that were included in
many of the reductions that
were included in the School
Committee budget. Because
many of those were profes-
sional status teachers who
had the ability to—what we
call—bump other teachers,
which means those whose po-
sition was being reduced were
notified that they have the op-
portunity to claim someone
else’s position, and the per-
son whose position is being
claimed is notified,” Provost
said. “So, you have one per-
son who ends up without a

job, but you have two people
who are being notified. So,
in those reductions that were
on a list, many of those are
PTS, so those would be two,
like, double notifications.
When you’re talking about
people who were hired in the
last year, none of those would
be professional status teach-
ers, so those would be single
times you would be notifying
just those.”

Referring back to Collins’s
earlier comments, Provost
said as this process was being
envisioned, “we were kind of
thinking of them as two sepa-
rate conversations.”

“One, like, this position is
not on the School Commit-
tee’s budget. This is a definite
cut, and then other types of
conversations like, we don’t
know this position is in the
School Committee’s budget.
If it passes at town meeting,
we’ll be coming to you right
after the town meeting and
saying, ‘Come back,”” Provost
said. “But, right now, we’re
just notifying you because
we’re uncertain about the sta-
tus of the town meeting.”

After further discussion,
the committee approved no-
tifying additional staff about
the possibility of reduction
beyond the passed budget, in-
cluding teachers hired in the
last year.

-
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TURASSIC Fl:)ral Display

SPRINGFIELD - The 13th annual Festival of Flowers filled the galleries of the fine arts, history,
and science museums with stunning floral arrangements. The interpretations designed by
florists and garden club members included paintings, sculptures, vehicles and even dinosaurs.
Theodore Metayer, Jr. from Heavenly Inspirations Flowers & Gifts participated in the event
bringing a stegosaurus to life with this unique floral display.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

April 16,2026

Wilbraham Friends of the Library
to hold Book Sale May 5 - 8

WILBRAHAM - Wil-
braham Friends of the Li-
brary (WFOL), are delighted
to announce their annual
book sale will be held May
5-8, 2026!

The WFOL Annual Book
Sale is a major fundraiser pro-
viding funds for programs for
children, teens, and adults
as well as museum pass-
es, furnishings, and
other library equipment.

While the sale is a little
way off still, this is a great
time to collect your old
books. How would we have a
sale without donated books?
We know many folks in our
community are avid readers
and have been accumulating
books throughout the year.
We are happy to once again
offer the ideal opportunity to
recycle these books, stock up
on new ones and fund library
programs. Start your spring

cleaning now and box or bag
up your extra books, CDs,
and DVDs for us. Children’s
and adult books, fiction or
non-fiction, hobby books
etc. in good condition are all
welcome. Due to space re-
strictions, we cannot accept
encyclopedias, magazines or
Readers Digest condensed
novels.

As a thank you for their
support, donors will receive
a coupon good for two books
of their choice from the sale
when donations are dropped
off. Donations of books and
materials will be accepted at
the library from Friday, May
1 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sat-
urday, May 2 from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. and Monday, May 4
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

On Tuesday, May 5, from
4 to 6 p.m., we’ll show our
appreciation to those who
support us throughout the

year, with a preview sale
and reception for WFOL
members ONLY. Come en-
joy some refreshments with
fellow WFOL members and
get a chance to shop the book
sale ahead of the general
public.

The Book Sale hours are:

* Tuesday, May 5 from 4
to 6 p.m. for WFOL mem-
bers ONLY

* Wednesday, May 6 from
9 am. to § p.m.

* Thursday, May 7 from 9
a.m. to 6 p.m.

» Friday, May 8 from 9
a.m. to 6 p.m.

The library will be closed
Saturday, May 9.

For more information on
the Wilbraham Friends of the
Library visit them on the web
at  http://wilbrahamlibrary.
org/friends.asp, on Facebook
or via email at friends@wil-
brahamlibrary.org.

EARTH DAY from page 1

open, you can bring your do-
nated books to the front desk.
We’ll be collecting them
through April 23 and we’ll
have the book sale at the
Earth Day Eco Expo,” Mori-
arty said. “Keep in mind that
we would like books with no
damage, rips or yellowing
pages. You can also bring
DVDs and CDs and children
‘s picture books, youth and
YA books and learn about
the Friends of the Hampden
Public Library.”

She added Green Up Day
would also be taking place
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the same day, where resi-
dents pick up trash through-
out the community.

“That will be happening
earlier in the day at TWB,”
Moriarty said.

Other vendors include
local farmers, local commu-
nity organizations and local
authors, with Moriarty shar-
ing that there is something
for everyone from the little
kids to teens and adults.

“And much much more!”
Moriarty said. “If you have
any questions or would like
to be a part of it, please con-
tact Ellen Moriarty at emori-

arty@cwmars.org. Stop by
the library, call the library,
check out our website hamp-
den-library.org. Follow us on
Facebook.”

Moriarty encouraged the
community to come out and
get ready to “go green” for
the enviroment, adding that
the event has gone on for
many years and she looks
forward to seeing everyone.

“Each year it gets bigger
and better and so, go green!”
Moriarty said. “Go green
and go local!”
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Falcons baseball blows out Ag

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

AGAWAM— One of the
aspects that makes baseball
truly unique is the oppor-
tunity to experience some-
thing different every time
you watch a game. No two
games are ever exactly alike,
and each contest presents its
own set of surprises and spe-
cial moments. Whether it’s an
unexpected play, or a remark-
able individual performance,
baseball consistently delivers
new experiences for players
and fans alike.

When the Minnechaug
varsity squad visited Aga-
wam’s Gerald “Gerry” Smith
Field last Wednesday after-
noon, the Falcons defeated
the Brownies for the fourth
consecutive time by the final
score of 25-0.

The non-league contest
ended after five innings due
to the 10-run mercy rule.

“What I love the most
about baseball is that you can
see something new in every
game,” said Minnechaug head
coach Mike Netkovick “I nev-
er imagined that we would
score 25 runs in today’s game.
Agawam is a very strong of-
fensive team. They did hit a
couple of balls hard, but we
played well defensively. My
guys were ready to play to-
day.”

The previous most runs
scored by the Falcons (2-3)
was when they defeated East
Longmeadow, 20-5, on April
24, 2015.

The Brownies (1-2) were
looking to beat the Falcons on

the baseball diamond for the
first time since the 2019 regu-
lar season when they celebrat-
ed a 5-3 home win.

It turned out to be a very
memorable afternoon for
Minnechaug senior Evan Liv-
erseidge who nearly hurled
his first career no-hitter in
a varsity game. He also led
the way offensively with two
base hits and nine RBIs.

“We came out with a chip
on our shoulder and started
scoring runs,” said Liverse-
idge, who’s a three-year varsi-
ty player. “The team was defi-
nitely in it today, and I hope it
carries over into our next few
games.”

It was the first time that
Liverseidge, who’s planning
to play college baseball at
Franklin Pierce Universi-
ty next year, made a start at
Smith Field. He didn’t allow
any runs on just one base hit
with four strikeouts and one
walk.

“Evan has been pitching
for the varsity team since
he was a sophomore,” Net-
kovick said. “He ended last
season really strong. Every-
thing came together for him
in today’s game both on the
mound and at the plate.”

Agawam junior
righthander Matt Machos
didn’t experience the same
amount of success on the
mound as Liverseidge did.

With one-out in the top of
the first inning, Liverseidge
and senior centerfielder Ian
Angelica were both hit by
pitches. Then an infield hit
by junior third baseman Sam
Przybyl (2-for-3) loaded the

aw

am

- :ﬁ
Y?..‘- s

Page 11

WWW.sports. turley com

lan Angelica leads off second.

bases. Following a strikeout,
Liverseidge scored the first
run of the game on a wild
pitch. Two more runs crossed
the plate when junior second
baseman Peter Langone sin-
gled to right.

The Falcons exploded for
ten runs in the following in-
ning.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Liverseidge brought home
the first run of the inning with
a bases loaded walk. The bas-
es were also loaded when he
came up later in the same in-
ning. This time, Liverseidge
blasted a three-run double to
the gap in left center.

Please see BASEBALL,
page 12

Gianna Fusco runs to first on a base hit.

LUDLOW - Last Mon-
day afternoon, Ludlow High
School softball kept its per-
fect record with a 5-2 win
over visiting Minnechaug.
Both teams traded a pair of
runs in the first inning, but
Ludlow was able to finally

take the lead for good with
two runs in the third and an
insurance run in the fourth.
Olivia Slatton had a 2-for-4
day with two singles and a
run scored. Abby Monette
would have an RBI in the
contest. Madison Goncalves

Adrielle Sheridan lifts a long fly ball to center.

Chaug

softball
falls to
rival

Veronica Ouimet
comes up
throwing to first.
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pitched and got the win for
Ludlow. Minnechaug got
two hits from Megan Pron-
ovost. She also had both of
Chaug’s RBI. Minnechaug is
2-4 while Ludlow is 5-0 this
season.

Kaelyn Dionne sends a pitch to the plate.

Kevin Cordova gets a great
hit over the net.

SPRINGFIELD - Last
Wednesday evening, Min-
nechaug Regional High

School boys volleyball de-
feated Central 3-1. The Fal-
cons are now 4-3 on the sea-

Jacob Gilmartin sends a spike
down.

Falcons boys volleyball gets above .500

son and are looking to try and
get their way back into the
state tournament this year.
In the 3-1 win, Minnechaug
won three impressive sets,
keeping Central below 20

Turley photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Domenic Fantone tries to
get the spike between a
pair of defenders.

Andon Cordova gets a
backwards hit.

points with the exception of
the one set the Golden Ea-
gles won. Brennan Rost had
32 assists while Darren Duah
finished with 10 kills for the
Falcons.

Brennan Rost sets up a hit.

LEFT: Darren Duah tries to hit
the ball past a blocker.
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T-Birds suffer tough
loss against rival
Hartford Wolf Pack

SPRINGFIELD - The
Springfield  Thunderbirds
(30-30-6-2) unleashed 37
attempts at the net of the
Hartford Wolf Pack (25-35-
5-3) but were kept in check
in a 3-1 defeat at the hands
of their Braman I-91 Rivalry
Series opponents in front of
a sellout crowd of 6,793 in-
side the MassMutual Center
on Saturday night.

The T-Birds were slug-
gish out of the gates, and
despite a seven-game losing
streak coming into the game,
the Wolf Pack took advan-
tage of early mistakes, be-
ginning with an Anton Blidh
goal off a cross-crease setup
by Bryce McConnell-Barker
at 7:58 of the first.

A Springfield penalty set
the stage for Hartford’s first
and only power play of the
game, and just 1:03 after
Blidh’s goal, Brendan Bris-
son made a highlight-reel
play, putting the puck be-
tween his legs and chipping
a forehander past Vadim
Zherenko at 9:01 to make it
a 2-0 score.

Thunderbirds head coach
Steve Ott called a timeout
to try to quell Hartford’s
momentum, but even that
proved futile as Scott Mor-
row blasted a slapper that
squeezed through Zherenko
39 seconds later to make it a
3-0 score.

The T-Birds finally got
one back at 13:28 when
Zach Dean saucered a per-
fect 2-on-1 pass to Hugh
McGing, who elevated a
shot through Callum Tung
to cut the lead to 3-1.

From that point, Zhe-
renko’s night was relatively
quiet, with Hartford only
registering 13 shots for the
remainder of the game af-
ter their three-goal blitz in
the opening period. The
Springfield power play had
a half-dozen chances to try
to cut into the deficit, but
the Hartford penalty killing
in front of Tung held the
fort, and the rookie backstop
finished his night with 36
stops for his sixth win of the
season and second in three
starts against Springfield.

Roster spots remain
open in the QVBL

SOUTH HADLEY -
While the new player draft
has come and gone in the
Quabbin Valley Baseball
League, there are still several
open roster spots for players
age 28-and-up. The regular
season is set to get underway
in a little more than a week
and the six teams in the are
still looking to add more
players.

Players can go to the
league website and fill out
the registration form so they
can get placed on a team im-
mediate in front of the sea-
son opener.

For the 2026 season, the
cost will be $215 and will in-
clude a 16th game added to
the regular season schedule.

During the 2025 season,
the league experimented with
playing on Mother’s Day
Saturday as well as a week-
night game to allow players
an opportunity to play under
the lights. While the night
games were very successful,
the Mother’s Day Saturday

with an opponent to be deter-
mine as the league’s board
explores possibilities for in-
terleague matchups with an-
other league in the region.

The season is current-
ly slated to start on Sunday,
April 19 and following the
success of the six-team fall
league last year, the league
will also have a fall league in
September and October this
season.

The registration is live
at www.quabbinvalleybase-
ball.org. Players must regis-
ter and then pay the league
dues via Venmo or contact
the league leadership if an
alternate form of payment is
needed.

Aside from the weeknight
and Mother’s Day games,
other games take place Sun-
days at 10 a.m. outside of
Mother’s Day, Memorial
Day and July 4 weekends.
Playoffs will be in August.

This is the 30th season
for the league and league
officials are looking to cele-

BASEBALL from page 11

Sophomore shortstop
Nick Nordstrom also had an
RBI and the Falcons other
runs in that frame scored on
either walks or fielding errors.

Machos was replaced on
the mound by senior righty
Dominic Chriscola during the
second inning.

Agawam junior first base-
man Gavin Cruz drew a walk
with one out in the bottom of
the second. Senior designat-
ed hitter Joe Wilkinson was
also  hit-by-a-pitch  before
Liverseidge retired the next
two batters on a flyball and a
strikeout.

Liverseidge had another
three-run double to left in the
third, which was a part of a
five-run inning.

The Falcons, who only
had eight hits in the game,
scored five more runs in the
fourth, which gave them a
comfortable 23-0 advantage.

Liverseidge capped off his
offensive performance with
another bases loaded walk in
the fifth. Senior catcher Alex
Savlick also drew a bases
loaded walk during that same
frame.

Liverseidge’s no-hit bid
came to an end following an
infield hit by Wilkinson lead-
ing off the fifth inning.

Senior pinch hitter Noah
Bushnik also reached base
on a fielding error. After Liv-
erseidge struck out the next
two batters, senior left field-
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Evan Liverseidge sends a pitch to the plate.

er Parker Bean was hit-by-a-
pitch, which loaded the bases.
The next batter lined out to
Langone, which ended the

only meeting of the regular
season be-
tween the
two teams

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

a couple of innings early.
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games were rained out. brate the anniversary with a
Those elements will re-  couple of events. Jacob Fahey hustles to beat out a grounder. Sam Przybyl sends a throw to first.
turn along with a 16th game
° ° °
Wilbraham Middle School announces its second term honor roll
WILBRAHAM - The Lillian Blair, Dante Bontem- Grade 7 Bella Brown, Cole Cantalini, Ethan Chalero, Maya Che- Bradley Dangleis, Brooke

following students received
Honor Roll status for the
Term 2 marking period at
Wilbraham Middle School.
Distinguished Honors is all
A’s in all subjects; Honors is
all A’s and/or B’s in all sub-
jects.

Distinguished Honors
Grade 8

Cassandra Alvarez, Aria
Balwa, Molly Baroni, Reid
Blanchard, Rose Christensen,
Ivan Dong, Emery Dyer,
Cody Feit, Nora Fontaine,
Gavin Hisgen, Jasper Hulse-
berg, Bree Kiernan, Del-
aney Kinsman, Julia Magee,
Siobhan Mahoney, Therese
Mathias, Sophia Mazzaferro,
Vivian MclIntyre, Calla Mina-
han, Joseph Montano, Sunmi
Oh, Mya Pafumi, Luiza Pai-
va, Abigail Patterson, Ryleigh
Picard, Garrett Roberts, Al-
exan Robles-Blasenak, Grace
Romano, Greta Rust, Jackson
Shanley, Madelyn Smith,
Cole Thomas, Caitlin We-
ichselbaumer, Ashley Weth-
erbe, Brenna Woytowicz.

Honors — Grade 8
Aruneesan Anurathan, Au-
brey Appleby, Mason Axiotis,
Alaina Bailey, Brielle Bailey,
Kegan Bailey, Dylan Bean,

pi, Madelyn Boudreau, Alian-
na Brandoli, Madeline Britt,
Colin Broderick, Brenna Bry-
an, Jack Christofori, Marcus
Cotto, Emma Cristino, Ciean-
na Cromartie, Jacob DeGray,
Leo Deziel, Maycie Eldridge,
Timothy Euber, Peyton Euse-
bio, Ryenne Fountain, Alaina
Giombetti, Lukas Gregson,
Oliver Hart, Kareem Ibra-
him, McKinley Jaeger, Jacob
Johnson, Brynn Kennedy,
Andrew Kmelius, Daide Ku-
pis, Chloe Lawless, Logan
Mangar, Zahra Minhaj, Emi-
ly Moraru, Maeghan Morris,
Andrew Mullen, Ella Mylon-
akis, Mia Newman, Desmond
O’Brien, Shana Oguku, Mi-
chelle Ohemeng, Kennady
Raymond, Gage Ring, Kay-
lie Ritchotte, David Roberts,
William Roberts, Jaxson
Rogers, Wyatt Sackrider, Jake
Salemi, Epi Sanchez, Nata-
lia Savlick, Oskar Schmidt,
Sonhae Senez, Hayden Senft,
Louise Shaughnessey, Kate-
lyn Sheehan, Harper Spring,
Clara Steele, Violet Straitiff,
Arianna Sundheim, Maxwell
Sylvester, Lucas Tassinari,
Alanna Thouin, Devdutt Vi-
jay, Jaxson Walker, Samuel
Webster, Owen Wright, Kylie
Zamorski.

Distinguished Honors

Amber Antunes, Tia As-
saf, Oliver Bergeron, Olivia
Beston, Emily Burke, Angel-
ica Capatina, Sadie Casella,
Olivia Chen, Audriana De-
sousa, Honora Farrell, Natalie
Fol, Quinn Folli, Maxwell
Gawron, John Guerin, Taleya
Gunn, Zoe Harrigan, Sawyer
Haugh, Nora Hegarty, Emma
Howland, Enzo Imbriglio,
Emily Jourdain, Grace Keith,
Eva Kellogg, Gavin Kern,
Brooke Kmelius, Jessica
Kwajewski, Michael Lafield,
Claire Lareau, Jayden Lew-
is, Katherine Lotterer, Ella
Luszcz, Molly MacEachern,
Caroline Maziarz, Savan-
nah McNabb, Cole Michael,
Adriana Monteleone, Lucas
Morrow, Austin Piquette, Ava
Ricketts, Taesha Rowe-Sin-
gleton, Mia Santos, Sophia
Schott, Audrey Scott, Nico-
las Siciliano, Paige Smith,
Anna Steele, Vivian Strom-
wall, Connor Sullivan, Kay-
la Vanderleeden, Camdyn
Vazquez, Caira Williams,
Evianna Wright, Samuel Za-
netti.

Honors — Grade 7
Logan Abdelmaseh,
Alexis Adames, Pheobe
Babineau, Owen Benninger,
Avery Blume, Margaret
Brannigan, Matthew Brogle,

Sophia Cantalini, Maddox
Carreira, Jackson Chappel,
Nathaniel Choinski, Mya
Conselino, Philip Costello,
Ella Coviello, Rea DeNar-
do, Mary Dos Santos, Jack
Dubord, Anna Fletcher, Jack
Ford, John Gralia, Abigail
Haygood, Preston Hebert,
Brennan Hoey, Lucas Ingua-
giato, Hayden Kelley, Noah
Kelly, Helena Kudryk, Antho-
ny Lapomardo, Rylee Lopes,
Jayden Lopez, Zara Lotterer,
Amyr Ly, Caroline Masera-
ti, Alexander Maxwell, Ellis
Nelson, Parker Noonan, Jus-
tin Nowicki, Nora O’Con-
nor, Adriana Pafumi, Betty
Pagoaga, Colin Paige, Stella
Petit, Axel Reed, Olive Reed,
Madison Riker, Brayden
Rivest, Jua Rodriguez-Gon-
zalez, Taishla Rowe-Single-
ton, Summer Saleh, Damien
Sasen, Anthony Soto-Tovar,
Daniel Soto-Tovar, Saman-
tha Strange, Micaela Stremel,
Dominick Tangredi, Juliany
Torres, Kayson Twarog-DelJu-
ra, Carter Verteramo, Hailey
White, Allie Whittier, Jemel
Williams, Jaxen Wright, Ella
Wrisley.

Distinguished Honors
Grade 6
Logan Arbour, Mary Cath-
erine Babbs, Sophia Bennett,

ciek, Violet Chiarizio, Ryan
Deziel, Liam Downey, Dan-
iel Duah, Louis Duong, Reed
Edgar, Elise Falzone, Mad-
elyn Fontaine, Jack Fulton,
Genevieve Gaudreau, Max-
imilian Guberow, Lily Har-
rigan, Colton Hersman, Da-
vida Ingman, Cynthia Keen,
Alexander Keeping, Caden
Knowles, Nolan Krupka,
Reed Libbey, Henry Luttrell,
Caitlin Mastroianni, Veroni-
ca Metzger, Natalie Moretti,
Finlay Oguku, Aria Osorio,
Emma Pafumi, Mark Pafu-
mi, Nora Parastatidis, Harold
Patterson, Jackson Pelletier,
Harmony Rioux, Weston Sal-
vador, Emma Sheehan, Kath-
erine Souza, Robin Straitiff,
Sophia Sutter, Macie Taylor,
Ashlen Thomas, Sadia Vasta,
Jordan Wong-Vallejo, Daniel
Zhou.

Honors — Grade 6

Breydan Ackley, Olivia
Adams, Madeline Alvarez,
Luke Armstrong, Jonathan
Balaur, Claire Barriault, Ga-
briella Barroso, Alaina Ber-
telli, Caleb Bosworth, Aubrey
Boudreau, Aiden Brown,
Drake Cafarelli, Samuel Cas-
tellano, Carson Childress,
Callen Coffey, Emerson
Conway, Emerson Couture,
Logan Cruz, Dylan DaCruz,

Dean, Liam Devine, Cora
Dooley, Gabriella Dos San-
tos, Raymond Downey, Josh-
ua Ekong, Parker Ence, Lin-
coln Eusebio, Gavin Fallon,
Genette Fanning, Emersyn
Frisk, Sofia Gonzalez, Emma
Griffith, Andrew Griguoli, Pe-
ter Harrington, Harper Hatch,
Hunter Houle, Liam Jurkow-
ski, Jacob Kearns, Elijah
Kwajewski, Grace Langone,
Ava Lee, Layla Lynch, Eve-
Iyn Magill, Liam Mahoney,
Declan Maloney, Vincent
Mclntyre, Sheamus Miller,
Evie Minahan, Alex Montele-
one, Gavin Morales, Cam-
eron Moran, Lucas Nasci-
mento, Madison Nitri, Ethan
Noonan, Arabella Nunes,
Brynn  O’Brien, Hudson
O’Sullivan, Etienne Pelleti-
er, Riley Pelloso, Evangeline
Perkins, Vincent Pitzer, Jack
Powers, Kailey Proulx, Sa-
vannah Pryor, Sophia Quinn,
Fernando Rodrigues, Maken-
na Rodrigues, Brittyn Rogers,
Charlotte Rust, Drew Salemi,
Lilly Sample, Ryleigh Shep-
ard, Autumn Sheridan, Jaxon
Smith, Aubrey Stephen, Jack
Swain, Eli Thomas, Mila
Tsim, Jaycob Vargas, Nolan
Witek, Kennedy Wright, Lu-
cas Zheng.
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Rotary Club to hold

another Calendar Raffle

WILBRAHAM - The
Wilbraham-Hampden Rota-
ry Club is holding another
Calendar Raffle through-
out the month of April with
prizes given out every day
in May. The raffle will raise
money for local community
projects and scholarships.
Calendars are on sale now
through the end of April for
$10 each and are available
from any club member.

The raffle is different
from the one held last year
in that, in addition to cash
prizes, there will also be
gift cards to many national
chains with outlets in the

Greater Springfield area,
such as Home Depot and
Dunkin. Thirty prizes will
be awarded in the month of
May. “There will be a win-
ner every day. That gives
every entry many chances to
win,” announced club raffle
co-chairman Tim Tracy of
Wilbraham. To purchase a
calendar contact Ann Marie
Ottoson at 413-530-5996.
Proceeds will be given back
to the community said Tra-
cy.

For more information or
to join the Rotary Club call
Brad Sperry at 413-537-
4171.
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Teen Mindful Doodling Workshop happening April 21

WILBRAHAM- The
Teen Department at the Wil-
braham Public Library is ex-
cited to announce a Mindful
Doodling Workshop during
spring vacation.

On Tuesday, April 21
from 4 to 5 p.m., teens in
grades 6-12 can join cartoon-
ist and author Cara Bean for
a relaxing and creative expe-

rience! This session will help
teens reconnect with their
inner creativity and feel a
sense of community through
art. In Cara’s workshops, she
emphasizes the therapeutic
benefits of drawing, help-
ing teens to relax, focus, and
express themselves through
drawing and comics. She pro-
vides practical techniques and

exercises to develop drawing
skills and boost creativity.
At the end of the workshop,
three copies of Cara Bean’s
graphic novel “Here I Am, I
Am Me: An Illustrated Guide
to Mental Health” will be raf-
fled off to participants.

This workshop is for stu-
dents in grades 6-12 and reg-
istration is required as space

is limited. No experience
necessary and all supplies are
provided. To sign up, please
contact the library at 413-
596-6141, or visit the Event
Calendar at www.wilbraham-
library.org. This program is
sponsored by the Wilbraham
Friends of the Library.

Healthy Kids Day at the Scantic Valley YMCA set for Saturday

WILBRAHAM - The
YMCA sets kids up for a
safe, healthy and fun summer
at Healthy Kids Day.

This annual event features
a day of fun-filled activities to

celebrate kids being kids.
The Scantic Valley Y
is hosting the Y’s annual
Healthy Kids Day® on Sat-
urday, April 18 from 10 a.m.
to Noon located at 45 Post

Office Park in Wilbraham.
This free event features a va-
riety of family-friendly ac-
tivities to encourage healthy
kids, healthy families, and a
healthy start to the summer

season.
Healthy Kids Day at the
Scantic Valley Y is sponsored
by Country Bank. For more
information, contact the Y at
413-596-2749.

Collecting donations for National Pet Month

HAMPDEN - The senior
center is collecting donations
in honor of National Pet Month
for both TJO and 2nd Chance.

TJO will be at the senior
center on Tuesday, April 28
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. and

9 a.m. to Noon offering free
service with an appointment.
Donations can be dropped off
throughout the month of April.

Donations include cat nip,
liquid laundry detergent, dryer
sheets, Cheez Whiz, hot dogs,

paper towels, high quality
items for big dogs to chew and
monetary donations are, also
accepted.

Donations can be left at the
front desk.

To learn more, call 413-

half of the Town of Wilbra-
ham’s Department of Public
Works, Residents and busi-
ness owners on Boston Road
are strongly encouraged to
review the new sidewalk lo-

fications to their driveway
access (curb-cut) on Boston
Road.

Project inquiries regard-
ing the proposed under-
taking may be submitted
to Carrie E. Lavallee, PE.,

Boston Road sidewalk, road project 2029

WILBRAHAM - On be-

massdotmajorprojects @dot.
state.ma.us or via US Mail
to Suite 7210, 10 Park Plaza,
Boston, MA 02116, Atten-
tion: Major Projects, Project
File No. 608489.

Contact DPW for assis-

2nd Chance will be there on
Wednesday, April 29 from

wet canned dog food, turkey
or chicken wet cat food, blech,

566-5588. cation and proposed modi-
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DUMPSTER SERVICE LUMBER & FEED

Affordable ‘Waste Solutions

Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

413-244-1943

A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

CABINETRY
m DOORS « WINDOWS
M L DECKING
ROOFING
L lJMHIilI & FEED COMPANY AND MORE ...

For Your Interior And Exterior Living Spaces!
84 Hubbard St., Ludlow * 413-583-3472
Mon- Fri 7:30am -5:00pm;

Sat 7:30am — noon; closed Sunday

Chief Engineer, via e-mail to  tance reviewing the plans.

I-IOME PROs

TREE WORK

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

B Structural Pruning
B Stump Grinding TREE f t

dlangtree.com
B Tree Removal DL G.
B Crane Service &
B Storm Damage
Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation 413-478-4212

STORAGE FACILITY SEPTIC SYSTEMS JUNK REMOVAL

Ludiow Self Storage

Compare Our Prices & Save!
Local Family Owned & Managed

Brand New Building!
Safe & Secure with 24/7 Access,
Security Cameras & Coded Entry

Largest Selection of Sizes Available

291 Moody Street, Ludiow
call/text: 413-800-6022 < ludlowselfstorage.com

Hampden Septic

Pumping « Installation ¢ Title 5 Inspections ¢ Perc Tests

566-2916

Evening & Weekend Appointments Available!
Billy Bond - The Area’s #1 “Go To” Septic Guy!
Fully Insured - Family Owned

Magnet P.1.

Junk Removal, Dumpster Service & Towing
Get Rid of ALL your junk at a reasonable price.
Even the Tough Stuff!

Boilers, hot Water Tanks, Oil Tanks, T.V.s, Monitors,
Mattresses, Pools, Hot Tubs, Tires...We take it alll

Call Doug at 413-455-4397

magnetpijunkservices.com

Build Your special _
Business tos for

Rates for

Local Small
Businesses -
Ad Design
CALL: 413.283.8393 Reach local
hquseholds [n
jwalker@turley.com Printand online!

Included!

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Walker Home Improvement
Repairs & Renovations
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
e Finish Carpentry * Framing
e Windows & Door Replacement
e Drywall » Painting » Decks

413.687.5552

Competitive Pricing ® Licensed ® Insured

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

Over 40 Years
Experience
W S Family Owned &
Seamless Aluminum Gutters Operated

65 Main Street, Wilbraham ¢ (413) 596-9611
Mon.-Fri. 7am to 5pm - Please No Sundays - Lic.#105559
.ﬁ. www.verdonsgutters.com e verdonsgutters@charter.net -
Fully Insured & Free Estimates

CUSTOM MADE & INSTALLED CONTINUOUS SEAMLESS ALUMINUM GUTTERS & DOWNSPOUTS
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

April 16,2026

Call us at 413.283.8393

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

MISCELLANEOUS

ST. JUDE THANK YOU FOR answer-
ing my prayers. P.F.

WANTED!
CASH for:

* Machinist tools, power tools

& Snap on.
* Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
¢ Antiques & Collectibiles.

Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

OPPORTUNITY

BUSINESS FOR SALE

BIOLINKS OF
NEW ENGLAND

Grease trap pumping business.
Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2*xxx*xxx A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell

(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work, no
project too small. Service upgrades, pools,
trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall
clean-ups, mulching, pruning.

Serving parts of Hampden
and Hampshire counties.
Call 413-536-3697.

~Walker
(]

Handyman Services

Home Improvement

Finish Carpentry «
Framing * Drywall ¢
Painting ¢ & more!

(413) 687-5552/

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

TUNE-UPS

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP
& REPAIR

A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

AUTO
CAMPERS

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33; 2
SLIDE-OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $8000. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS.
Champion Czech and Belgian bloodlines.
30 years experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/
shots. Now $1,200. 413-218-2321

CANNABIS CULTIVATION AND
PRODUCT MANUFACTURING
FACILITY (HOLYOKE)
Holyoke Wilds, a licensed cannabis cultiva-
tion facility in Holyoke, MA, is seeking reli-
able individuals for general cultivation and
product manufacturing positions. Duties
include assisting with plant care, trimming,
cleaning, product manufacturing and other

general tasks within the facility.

Start Date: Within the next few weeks to
months

Pay: Varies based on experience. Ranges
from $16 to $20 per hour.
Requirements: Applicants must be 21
or older and eligible to work in the United
States. Background checks are required
under state cannabis regulations.

Interested candidates should email
holyokewilds9@gmail.com
with their contact information
and brief work history.

Holyoke Wilds is an equal opportunity em-
ployer. All qualified applicants will receive
consideration for employment without
regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity, national origin,
disability, or veteran status.

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

\-
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Bas Price
2 | 22 | 23 | 2 et
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Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard 1 VISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Ccwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

SROOKFELD

em-

STURBRIDGE

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

SEASONAL FACILITIES CREW
wanted at Norcross Wildlife Foundation.
For a full job description, please visit
www.norcrosswildlife.org
or email info@norcrosswildlife.org

The Town of North Brookfield is looking for
a part-time Program Assistant for
the Council on Aging. Please submit a re-
sume with a letter of interest to the Select-
men’s Office, 215 Main St., North
Brookfield, MA 01535; or by email to
selectmen@northbrookfield.net.

WANT TO WORK THIS SUMMER
part or full-time? Help wanted for assisting
in landscape maintenance and installation
projects. Liberty Orchards Landscape,
413-283-6408.

FOR RENT

AGAWAM APT. FOR RENT. 2 bed, 2
bath, gas heat, private basement washer/
dryer hookup. $1600 mo. No utilities. No
pets. Call 413-789-6206.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

|_FOR RENT |
e

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

ol

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!

Subscribe Today!

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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BRAIN from page 1

that curiosity and challenge
play in learning. Lanning
explained that challenging
the brain creates new neural
pathways through stimula-
tion. New interests and hob-
bies are one of the best ways
to develop your brain health.
Lanning brought up the ex-
ample of learning a new
instrument, asking the audi-
ence about their hobbies. He
explained that everything is
online nowadays and how
you can learn almost about
everything if you wanted to.

Managing your stress,
the third pillar, may seem
easy to do but may be dif-
ficult to some. Lanning ex-
plained again the importance
of community and confiding
in friends or having those so-
cial interactions.

A strategy he mentioned
was to do your best to silent-
ly sit still and let everything
flow. Alongside that, lim-
iting screen time exposure
and taking physical stretch
breaks are huge benefactors
to managing stress. Lanning

also asked the audience what
they do to unwind, with all
forms of answers from cro-
cheting to watercolor paint-
ing.
The next pillar, ongoing
exercise, is the foundation of
constant movement that gets
difficult especially when you
get older. Lanning explained
that there’s more ways to
move other than running a
marathon to be active.

Just getting 150 minutes
of exercise outside of reg-
ular movement each week
increases circulation, im-
proves sleep, reduces risks
of diabetes, heart disease,
depression, and stroke. The
building of physical endur-
ance as well as mental en-
durance is what makes your
brain healthy.

The final two pillars, re-
storative sleep and eat right,
affect each other the most.
A sleep schedule can easily
be manipulated and set off
track due to change in diet, a
day pattern changing, or too
much screen time.

Lanning recommended
exposing yourself to outdoor
light during the day to im-

prove sleep as well as main-
taining a regular schedule
throughout the day. Though
there is no diet that has been
proven to increase brain
health, Lanning explained
that eating less sugar, salt,
and meat, and focusing on
incorporating more of the
foundations of the Med-
iterranean Diet like fish,
seafood, nuts, grains, vege-
tables, and healthy fats like
olive oil, can increase brain
health significantly and re-
duce fogginess.

Lanning added that only
about 30% of physical aging
is genetic. He told the group
that it’s never too late to fo-
cus on brain health, build
habits, or incorporate the six
pillars into your daily life.

“It’s important to do what
we can to hold it at bay for
as long as we can..” Lanning
said.

Regardless of age, you
can always do things to im-
prove your cognitive health
through challenging your-
self, learning, being curious,
and developing new neural
networks through your hab-
its.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

BACKYARD from page 6

the summer in Western Mas-
sachusetts.”

Bluebirds

I received an email from
a Hampden resident, who
shared video from a blink
camera she installed inside
her bluebird house in 2025.
She placed the camera in
the birdhouse to keep track
of activity and this resulted
in two broods of bluebirds
successfully hatching and
fledging a total of eight

young. She said, “The cam-
era helped to keep the spar-
rows from establishing a
nest and gave us close ups of
the bluebird families.” She
also said, “Once September
rolled around, it was time to
clean and sanitize the bird-
house. However, a downy
woodpecker found it was a
fine place to spend the night.
He has continued arriving
at sundown and leaving at
sunrise the next day. The
bluebirds sometimes stop
by during the day possibly
checking it out for their fu-
ture nest.”” She said, “Our

hope is the bluebirds return
this spring and don’t have is-
sues with the woodpecker as
well as the sparrows.”

People may report a
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by emailing
mybackyard88@aol.com
or edowner@turley.com or
mailing to Barre Gazette,
PO. Box 448, Barre, MA
01005. The Palmer office
has a new phone system and
1 will be getting an extension
where messages may be left.
I will publish the number as
soon as it is set up.

Job Connection

HELPING YOU FIND HELP

/)

N

JOB ALERT

Turley?)

Publications, Inc,
www.turley.com

Send writing samples
with resume to:

GREG SCIBELLI
24 Water Street

NOW HIRING

Writers/
Journalists

e Must be dependable,
professional and able to
meet strict deadlines

o Salary based on a flat
rate by story and photo

Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
gscibelli@turley.com

* Produce news and/or feature
stories of local interest for various
towns and cities.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each ad-
vertiser is request-
ed to check their
advertisement
the first time it
appears. This pa-
per will not be

responsible for
more than one
corrected  inser-

tion, nor will be li-
able for any error
in an advertise-
ment to a greater
extent than the
cost of the space
occupied by the
item in the adver-
tisement.

Highway Dept. Skilled Laborer / Truck Driver

The Town of New Braintree Highway Dept. is seeking qualified applicants for
the immediate full-time position of Skilled Laborer / Truck Driver. Applicants
must have a valid Massachusetts Driver’s License, Class B (CDL) with DOT
Medical Examination Certification and a Hoisting Engineer License Class 2B
with DOT Medical Examination Certification. Interested applicants should
submit a letter of interest and an employment application to:

Highway Department, 110 West Brookfield Road, New Braintree MA 01531.

Highway Dept. Seasonal Laborer

The Town of New Braintree is seeking a qualified candidate to perform
seasonal work in the maintenance of town commons, roadways, grounds
and cemeteries. Applicants must have a valid Massachusetts Driver’s License
(Class D). This is a seasonal position for 20 hours per week with a flexible
schedule, May through October. Interested applicants should submit a letter
of interest and employment application to: Highway Department,

110 West Brookfield Road, New Braintree MA 01531.

For further information, please contact
Richard Ayer, Highway Superintendent, at 508-867-2451,
or via email at Highway@newbraintree.gov.

A.A/E.Q.E.

Page 15

OBITUARY B

Annabelle Mary (Hunt) Turley

PALMER - Annabelle Mary (Hunt) Tur-
ley, of Palmer, Massachusetts, passed away
peacefully, surrounded by family, on April

3, 2026. Born in Brooklyn,
New York, on May 20,
1941, and raised in
Rhode Island, she
was the only child
of the late Horace ‘
and Mary Hunt.
Annabelle was
the beloved wife
of Patrick Turley
for nearly 64
years. She was also

the loving mother of =y

Keith Turley (Holly),
Doug Turley (Jeanne),
and Beth Turley Ellis

(Cory), and a proud grandmother
to seven: Robert Turley (Bethany), David
Gordon Turley,
Connor Turley, Carter Ellis, and Althea Ellis.
A gifted artist, Annabelle expressed her
creativity through watercolor painting and the
pieces she created as a member of a nation-
al tole painting guild. She was also an avid
gardener who filled her yard with vibrant,
carefully tended flower and herb gardens, and
she delighted in preparing delicious meals for

Turley, Andrew Turley,

1941 - 2026

home a gathering place full of warmth, love,
and laughter, and her generous spirit ensured
that everyone felt welcomed and valued.

Whether playing tennis at the Farm, step-

ping in as goaltender during pond hockey
games when her children were young,
or searching the woods for the perfect
Christmas tree, Annabelle was game

. for anything. A good sport in every
IJI setting, she valued the company of
I others over competition itself. She
cherished time sailing in Maine and
visiting Grand Cayman Island with
friends and family, but her greatest

Lo joys were often the simplest moments:
! sharing good food, laughter, and the

.H{#v

beauty of nature with loved ones.
Calling hours will be held on April 23,

2026, from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. at Beers & Sto-

family and friends. Her passion for history

and lifelong learning shaped her work in mu-
seum education at Old Sturbridge Village, her
famous “10-cent tours” of King Brook Farm,
and the papers she presented as a member of

Tuesday Club.

Annabelle was deeply committed to her
community where she served on the Board
of Directors of the Palmer Public Library and
helped found the Library Loft, a used book-
store whose proceeds support library pro-
grams. She also touched the lives of many
through her dedicated service at Trinity Epis-
copal Church. Her inclusive nature made her

WILBRAHAM
PLANNING BOARD

The Wilbraham Planning
Board will hold a Public Hearing
on Wednesday, May 6, 2026,
at 5:45 PM in the Town Office
Building, 240 Springfield Street,
on the application of Jessica
and Zachery Carr for Site Plan
Approval  (SPA26-02) under
Sections 3.4.2.8 and 4.10 of the
Wilbraham Zoning Bylaw to al-
low a 609 square foot Accesso-
ry Dwelling Unit (ADU) within
the existing house on property
owned by Jessica and Zachery
Carr located at 6 Hitching Post
Lane as shown on plans on file
in the Planning Office and posted
for public viewing on the Plan-
ning Board page of the Town
of Wilbraham website at www.
wilbraham-ma.gov/123/Plan-
ning-Board. This meeting will be
conducted in person and virtually
(see meeting agenda for details).
James Rooney, Chair

04/16, 04/23/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P0742EA
Estate of:

Genevieve M. Gibeau
Date of Death: 12/21/2025
CITATION ON PETITION

FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Michelle G. Da-

ry Palmer Funeral Home, 1475 North Main
Street, Palmer, MA 01069. Her funeral will
follow on April 24, 2026, at 11:00 a.m. at
Trinity Episcopal Church, 20 Park Street,
Ware, Massachusetts, 01082.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made
to the Palmer Public Library or Trinity Epis-
copal Church in her memory.

Annabelle will be deeply missed and re-
membered for the love, warmth, and joy she
brought into all of the lives she touched.

DEATH NOTICE

Turley, Annabelle Mary (Hunt)
Died April 3, 2026

Calling hours April 23, 2026 from
4 to 7 p.m., Beers & Story Funeral
Home, Palmer

Funeral April 24, 2026 at 11 a.m.
att Trinity Episcopal Church,

20 Park St., Ware.

PUBLIC NOTICES B

vis of East Longmeadow, MA
requesting that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Michelle G. Davis of East
Longmeadow, MA be appoint-
ed as Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 05/05/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of

assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: April 07, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
04/16/2026

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
This ad is pursuant to MA
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A as
of April 24, 2026 the following
motor vehicles will be for sale to
satisfy a garage keepers lien:

2007 Ford Edge

VIN: 2FMDK48C27BB34174
LKO: Eliel Rodriquez

215 White St.

Springfield, MA 01108

1997 Fleetwood Bounder
VIN: 3FCM53G5VJA05173
LKO: Noemi Souza
222 Allen St.
Springfield MA 01105
Wayman Rainey
126 Valley Rd.
Springfield MA 01119
R & S Assoc. Inc
PO Box 543
Wilbraham MA 01095
413-596-4374
04/9, 04/16, 04/23/2026

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).
Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.
Thank you.

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com



Page 16 The Wilbraham-Hampden T'I MES April 16,2026
T G R U

HOMETOWN £,

o
 EXTERIORS

'{"'E*.'.-‘r: A s
L s . ..l (< B . -’ i.;_-
¥ i 1
:' P# ’ ,*“?J
-
-
v
W
o
Ii i
L/ |
ot !
Lok i’
|
.
]
o _
e i -
NGRS 3
= \ . 1_:3
NN \
o O
’ . \ T -\.
F= e =y
!
—
' ¥
i I Y
r =
I 8 r
i b
f* [
o
!‘._'4'
&

™ The Beauty
of/qud W|th90;t

tl)/e Uplfeﬁaq

,f' From cozy outdoor living rooms to
breathtaking multi-level escapes, every "\
deck that our craftsmen build is designed, \
engineered, and constructed with quality,
craftsmanship, and endless possibilities in

i
f

,.' . e 0
AZEK 'f /  mind. We turn your backyard vision into a
lmberTech stunning, long-lasting reality.
/ E)'TERQ'ORS EVERYTHING/WOOD SHOULf) BE®
'l Il.'.l 1
f' ' ’ / / | ' | \ \

LOCAL.

FAMILY-OWNED.
IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.

OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES

<0

%@ld” | HOMETOWN GOGREEN

HOME PERFORMANCE
* EXTERIORS -

FOAM - FIBERGLASS * CELLULOSE

OF WESTERN MASS

BELCHERTOWN = WESTFIELD = ADAMS




