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The Cabaret cast in their production number.

Performing in ‘Cabaret’: A Reflection

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - The
Wilbraham United Players
recently finished up their
2024/2025 season spring
musical “Cabaret,” and I was
just one small part of this
fabulous show.

This was my 10th year
with the Players and I started
my theater career in Wilbra-
ham as the Painter’s Appren-
tice, Amah and Grandmother
Lion in “Where the Moun-
tain Meets the Moon” with
the Young United Players in
2016, Chip in “Beauty and
the Beast” in 2018 and in

the musical revue “All To-
gether Now!” in 2021. T also
did publicity through TikTok
for “Little Women” in 2023,
“The Mystery of Edwin
Drood” in 2024 and “One
Slight Hitch” in 2024.

For “Cabaret,” 1 played
the role of the Kit Kat Girl
Texas—and needless to
say—this has been one of my
favorite characters to date.
This was definitely a role
that I have never been used
to before, but I loved every
second of it.

Being a part of theater is
a very passionate experience
and the cast and crew has
been so dedicated to this pro-

Photos courtesy of Wilbraham United Players

duction every second. They
are extremely hardworking
and stayed strong until the
end.

“Cabaret” is a special
show with a very important
meaning, as I shared in my
recent review for the Times.
The fact that the Players
brought this show to Western
Massachusetts is so import-
ant.

I love this cast with all
my heart and this was the
perfect group. There were
people who I have shared the
stage with before and I was
so excited to return to the
stage with them.

But, this

wouldn’t have been possible
without all of the new talent
that was introduced through
the large number of new cast
members to the WUP family.
Together, they were phenom-
enal and created such a beau-
tiful show.

I am so grateful for the
phenomenal production
team who brought this show
all together and Director
Deb Trimble who casted me
in my very first production
when I was eight years old,
and she continues to support
me, now, at 18 years old in
the role of Texas.
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These students show off their display called “Famous
Constellations” to help educate attendees about the
constellations in space.

Barrett selected for
Challenger Center trip

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - Jessica
Barrett, a science teacher at
Green Meadows Elementary
School, has been selected for
a trip to the Challenger Center
at Framingham State Univer-
sity.

Barrett, who has taught for
eight years, was chosen for
her work with Massachusetts
Project Lead the Way with
the fifth-grade classes’ So-
lar System Showcase. Now,
she and the entire fifth-grade
class at Green Meadows will
head to the Challenger Cen-
ter for “Expedition to Mars”
with the Challenger Center’s
state-of-the-art spacecraft and
mission control simulation
center.

The Hampden PTO will
host a Can and Bottle Drive
on April 26 from 9 am. to
Noon in the Green Meadows
parking lot to help raise funds
to cover the transportation
cost for the field trip. The goal
is $1,200.

Barrett explained Project

Lead the Way is a staff-based
curriculum the district uses
and, recently, a grant was
received to bring this curric-
ulum to Minnechaug next
year. Project Lead the Way is
supported by the One8 Foun-
dation and the Mass Learning
Project.

“So, the Mass Learning
Project had put out a chal-
lenge saying, ‘How Do You
Showcase Your Students’
Work?” How do they get to
show off what they’ve done to
classmates, to the community,
families,” Barrett said. “We
do a Solar System Showcase-
-this is the second year that
I’'ve done it--and the kids
create their own project, like
they pick their own space top-
ic, they research it, they make
some sort of a 3D model and
a presentation, like it’s their
own museum exhibit.”

Barrett said the students
did a big showcase at the
school with families and stu-
dents from other grade levels
in attendance.

“Because of their hard

Please see GHALLENGER,
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Provost
provides
transportation
update to
School Comm.

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Superinten-
dent Dr. John Provost provided a
transportation update to the School
Committee on the three-tier busing
schedule on April 3.

The wupdate comes after the
School Committee unanimously ap-
proved on Jan. 9 to move to a three-
tiered system option after ongoing
issues with bus transportation in the
district, including staffing issues and
buses arriving late to pick up and/or
drop off students at school.

The three-tiered system would
apply to the upcoming 2025-2026
school year. Currently, the district is
in a two-tiered system.

Provost explained the core issue
has been persistent driver shortag-
es, sharing a recent study from the
Economic Policy Institute reveal-
ing “the total number of bus drivers
in the U.S. is still down 12% from
pre-pandemic levels” and that level
pre-pandemic “was still down 22%
from the staffing we had before the
Great Recession.”

“So, you’re basically talking

Please see PROVOST, page 4

Minecraft Madness at the WPL

By Patricia Sullivan
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM—Kids from
age seven to 11 came to the Wil-
braham Public Library on April 1
to take part in activities and crafts
based on the video game “Mine-
craft” in anticipation of the release
of the Minecraft movie on April 4.

“Minecraft,” the world’s most
popular video game, debuted in
2011, well before any of the chil-
dren at the event were born. Many
of the 17 children attending had
played Minecraft for years and
most hoped to see the movie as
soon as their parents or others
would take them.

Ophelia Murray, age eight, of
Wilbraham said, “I love every-
thing about Minecraft!”

In the video game, players
build their own virtual characters,
structures and worlds out of 3D
blocks. It can be played alone or
with others and offers many differ-
ent play modes.

“It encourages creativity and
teamwork,” Jaime Hageman said,
children’s librarian at the Wilbra-
ham Public Library. “It allows
them to connect to all different
types of people.”

Hageman, a film lover, orga-
nized the event knowing the Mi-
necraft movie release would be a
major event for the game’s fans.

Twins Easton and Chase
Marchant, who attend third grade
at Stony Hill School, will be bring-
ing a large group of friends to the
movie’s opening at the Agawam
Cinemas to celebrate their 9th
birthday. Easton likes to make gi-

ant structures—some with lava—
in Minecraft while Chase enjoys
building houses complete with lots
of glass and elevators.

“I’m shocked at how much they
have learned from the game about
using different construction ma-
terials,” said their mother, Tiffany
Marchant. “It’s really interesting.”

Turley photos by Patricia Sullivan
Twins Easton and Chase Marchant display their Minecraft tattoos at the
Wilbraham Public Library.

At the library’s Minecraft
Madness event, the Marchant boys
immediately began making virtual
Minecraft cakes. Other children
played Minecraft Uno, tried a Mi-
necraft matching game or made
bookmarks.

The opportunity to learn to

Please see MINECRAFT, page 4

Boards,
committees
hold fifth
Municipal
Meeting

The Latest on TWB

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Selectboard
hosted its fiftth Municipal Meeting
with members from town depart-
ments and committees in the Town-
house Auditorium on April 1.

The meetings have been part of
an ongoing discussion of prioriti-
zation and planning for municipal
building renovations and capital im-
provements.

A future sixth meeting is to be
determined.

The Latest on TWB

One of the highlights was up-
dates on Thornton W. Burgess Mid-
dle School, with Town Administra-
tor Brian Domina presenting the
latest on technology, moving costs
for the library, repairs and warrant
articles.

On technology, Domina ex-
plained the current situation was
how every classroom is wired.

“There are 10 switches in what I
would guess they would call the IT

Please see MEETING, page 8
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Select Board approves three fire department requests

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The Se-
lect Board unanimously ap-
proved three requests present-
ed by the fire department on
March 31.

Fire Chief Michael An-
drews presented the items to
the board, beginning with a
reserve fund transfer request.

“We’re requesting a trans-
fer of $15,000 into our Repair
Maintenance Budget we had
for significant, unforeseen re-
pairs in this fiscal year on our
engines. Both engine pumps
failed their annual pump test
so we had to have those re-
paired,” Andrews said. “One
of those engines also had an
exhaust system failure, so we
had to have that completely
repaired and then another ve-
hicle we had a transmission
failure, so we had to put in
a rebuilt transmission into a
vehicle. All totaled--separate
occurrences--but all totaled
that was about $37,000.”

Andrews added the fire

department waited “as long
we could to see how much the
budget could absolve of that
before we came to request
this transfer.”

“Based on repairs that
we need to continue to make
this year, that’s why we’re
requesting the $15,000 of the
$37,000 be transferred in,”
Andrews said.

When Vice Chair Michael
Squindo noted a negative
$2,500 item and asked if the
overall projection would car-
ry the fire department through
the end of the year, Andrews
confirmed it would.

“We expect that it’ll carry
us through. One of the other
reasons we waited as long as
possible, we only wanted to
come once, obviously,” An-
drews said. “Anything that’s
preventive, we can wait. We
can wait until July 1, but we
do have a couple things that
can’t wait until July.”

After the unanimous ap-
proval by the board, it would
next go before the Finance
Committee for a final review.

Next, declaring property
as surplus for a surplus prop-

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers

The Select Board unanimously approved three requests
presented by the Wilbraham Fire Department on March 31.

erty designation.

“We’ve finally done an
early spring cleaning to clean
out stuff that’s been there a
little bit. 20 to 25 years that’s
obsolete, doesn’t work,” An-
drews said. “So, we’re going
to put it on municipal bid,
see what we can sell, and if it
doesn’t sell then we’1l dispose
of it. But it is all impertinent
that it really has no value to us
anymore.”

Lastly, an update on the
fire permit fee schedule.

Andrews explained it’s
been about 10 years since it
was last updated.

“So, we gathered sur-
rounding departments and
other similar types of depart-
ments in Massachusetts to
come up with an update fee
schedule to put this in line
with everybody else,” An-
drews said.

Andrews said they would
go up to $50.

When Chair Sue Bunnell
asked about the anticipated
revenues against previous
years, Andrews replied that
these go to the General Fund
and not the fire department.

“So, right now, when I
read the report last year we
brought in about $20,000 of
permitting fees, so I would
say at least a quarter of that.
If not, I would think more de-
pending on how much growth
we have,” Andrews said.
“And some of these are yearly
permits that they have to do
every year. The significant
one that’s not on this that we
have added is solar, solar pan-
els. That requires permitting
now, so we get those numer-
ous ones every day.”

This fee has also been ad-
justed.

Clerk Marc Ducey sug-
gested these updates happen
more often, to which An-
drews agreed.

“Just because I think it’s
better, particularly as budgets
get tight,” Ducey said. “Kind
of like our ambulance, we

kind of review that every two
years now.”

“We’d probably look to
put it on the same schedule as
that,” Andrews said.

“And then the change ar-
en’t as dramatic, so it’s less
impactful to people,” Ducey
said.

Complete Streets Update

Another topic to note is
the final prioritization plan
for Complete Streets, a de-
sign approach to roadways
to help prioritize safety and
accessibility for all users, in-
cluding pedestrians, cyclists,
transit riders, and motorists
of all ages and abilities, was
also approved and will now
be submitted to the Depart-
ment of Transportation for
consideration. This decision
came after updates presented
by Dena Grochmal, engineer
and GIS coordinator.

The Springfield Street and
Stony Hill Road intersection
will be the first priority on the
list organized by the Advisory
Board.

Friends of HSC announce upcoming events

HAMPDEN -  The
Friends of the Hampden
Senior Center would like to
announce two events coming
up - please save these dates.

Saturday, April 12
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. the
Hartsprings Foundation

Truck will be in the parking
lot of Bethlehem Church,
123 Allen Street, Hampden,
across the street from Hamp-
den Senior Center. This
truck event will allow you to
bring larger bags of items, or
heavier and bulky household
donations that would not or-
dinarily fit in the Purple Bin

LOso

e deral

located in the parking lot of
the Senior Center.

We will accept all cloth
items, bedding, clothing,
shoes, coats, purses, jewelry,
books, small kitchen items

such as dishes, toasters,
glassware, books, puzzles,
small appliances, small ta-

bles and sports equipment.
Items that cannot be
accepted are:  encyclope-
dias, Library Books, college
books, pillows or Baby items
such as highchairs, strollers
or car seats of any kind. Any
questions, please contact
Joan Shea at 413-566-8224.

CREDIT UNION

WE are looking forward,
once again, seeing you. Your
support for the Hampden Se-
nior Center is greatly appre-
ciated.

Friday May 16, from
Noon to 2 p.m. Pro Shred
will be in the parking lot of
The Hampden Senior Center,
104 Allen Street Hampden.

This event will
be FREE to all of you. Please
bring your documents and
papers that need to be shred-
ded and they will be taken
care of on the premises.

The limit is five small
boxes or five small bags from

by The Friends

each car.

This event is sponsored
of The

Hampden Senior Citizens
and although it is free we
will gladly accept any mon-
etary donation. These dona-
tions fund the programs and
events that are held at the
center for all who attend.

Please feel free to contact
Joan Shea at 413-566-8224
with any questions or con-
cerns.

Once again thank you for
your participation and gener-
osity with all our events.

Hampden Senior Center
starting Parkinson’s

program

HAMPDEN - The senior
center is starting a new pro-
gram to support people with
Parkinson’s.

PWR! Moves Exercise
Classes are a Parkinson-spe-
cific class with a goal to keep
you moving and doing more
of what you want to do. It is
led by Lisa Kern, OT, reiki
master/holistic therapist.

Fitness goals include
strength, balance, agility, aer-
obics and flexibility.

Exercises are designed
to improve fitness goals and
counteract your Parkinson’s
symptoms.

Classes take place from 9
to 10 a.m. on Mondays at the
Hampden Senior Center and
are $10 per class. Call to reg-
ister for more information at
413-566-5588.

Sponsored in part by the
Friends of Hampden Senior
Citizens.
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YOUR DREAM HOME
WITH LUSO’S SMARTLOC HELOC*

5.99% Introductory Rate

For the first 3 months, then

Prime Rate** Minus 1.00%

For the life of the loan

*Limited time offer. Restrictions Apply.
**Prime Rate: 7.50%. Ceiling not to exceed 18.00%; floor not
to fall below 5.99%. Available on owner-occupied loans with
80% loan-to-value. Minimum draw required. Offer excludes
existing LUSO HELOCs. Rates subject to change without

notice.

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

www.lusofederal.com
844-LUSO-FCU
NMLS #255907

Maximize the
your home—close by June 30,
2025, and
appraisal costs (applies to

SmartLOC Equity Loans only.)*

30-Day Closing Guarantee

Fix a portion of your balance
anytime—even after opening!

*Restrictions Apply.
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Selectboards make progress on proposed
regional agreement amendment

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Select
boards of both member towns
in the Hampden-Wilbraham
School District are mak-
ing progress on a possible
amendment that would make
Wilbraham Middle School a
regional school.

The April 2 meeting
comes after both boards met
on March 19 to discuss the
potential amendment to the
regional agreement. They will
meet again on April 22.

Select Board Chair Sue
Bunnell explained the board
held a discussion during their
Monday night meeting after
a letter from Chair Don Dav-
enport was received, looking
for clarification on where the
town stood.

“Our thinking is, basical-
ly--and I thought we closed
out at the end of our last joint
meeting along these lines-
-that we feel like the way
the original agreement--the
regional agreement--is cur-
rently drafted--is something
with which we are relatively
comfortable and very willing
to acknowledge and consider
the concerns that the Hamp-
den board has,” Bunnell said.
“Our feeling is that if you
want the agreement to, some-
how, reflect something other
than what exists that we need
to hear what you’re thinking.”

Selectboard Member John
Flynn replied he thought “it
was fairly clear.”

“We talked about equity. I
mean, we’re all in agreement
that the way it’s set up now
for Minnechaug, nobody has
any issue with. It’s a joint-
ly-owned building, we jointly
have a stake in it, we jointly
participate in upgrades and
repairs, and when we’re done,
it’s still the property of both
communities,” Flynn said.

Flynn said the issue here
concerned “if the town of
Hampden participates in an
upgrade or a repair--putting
capital into it--is there a return
on that equity purchase, if you
will,” which Bunnell agreed.

When Davenport asked if
Wilbraham was fine with the
amendments ‘“the way they

are,” Bunnell said, “specifi-
cally around the issue of the
sharing of the middle school”
and from the town’s thinking,
WMS “already should have
been treated as a regional
building because it’s got all of
our middle schoolers in it.”

“'m in agreement that
I think we all came to that
sense that we want to hear
what you’re thinking in terms
of some way to participate in
ensuring that the building is
healthy and safe for our kids
and not make investments
into a building beyond what
is reasonable and what both
towns would, of course, have
to agree to before any capital
project moved forward,” Bun-
nell said.

She added on the idea “of
getting some sort of return
on investment, I believe our
agreement at Monday night’s
meeting was that we’re cer-
tainly willing to entertain
that.”

Davenport said as the
amendment stands right now,
WMS would be considered a
regional school and a split for
a portion of the capital costs.

“I’'m asking this question
because the School Commit-
tee can just say to us, ‘This is
the amendments we want and
we’re obligated to put it on the
town meeting,”” Davenport
said. “So I'm wondering is do
we just say, ‘Go ahead and see
what the people say?’”

Select Board Clerk Marc
Ducey said that was a fair
point.

“In fact, I’ve looked at the
current agreement. I don’t
see where that says that nec-
essarily in there and because

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers
The Hampden Selectboard and Wilbraham Select Board held

a second joint meeting on April 2 concerning the regional
agreement, with the focus on Wilbraham Middle School being
treated as a regional school.

we never did it that way in the
past,” Ducey said.

Town Administrator Brian
Domina then presented his
draft to the Select Board re-
flecting thoughts on potential
cost-sharing ~ arrangements
within WMS after he sent an
email to the Selectboard the
Friday before. He noted how
he did “a lot of listening”
from the last Joint Meeting
and talked to people “about
the historical happenings of
how we all got here.”

“So, I tried to reflect my
understanding of the current
situation and the viewpoint
from Wilbraham and Hamp-
den and, it seemed to me,
that some arrangement where
Hampden could contribute to
capital improvements to the
building with a defined use-
ful life for a defined term of
years,” Domina said.

Pointing to a hypotheti-
cal example--which listed 10
years--Domina said it would
be about agreeing on the
terms of years for a capital
improvement.

“If there’s any remain-
ing years left on that capital
improvement when Hamp-
den students are no longer in
the building, then Hampden
would be entitled to a refund
in proportion to the cost per
year that Hampden contrib-
uted for the capital improve-
ment times the remaining
years of the useful life of the
equipment,” Domina said.

Domina added this as-
sumes Hampden “would pay
upfront for the capital im-
provement and that it would
be in the form of a refund.”

“That’s the idea. It pro-

vides Hampden with no equi-
ty--in equity, so to speak--in
ownership of the building,
which I think was a sticking
point in the conversation and
it addresses Hampden’s con-
cern that they’re not investing
in the building and--I guess
for lack of a better term--en-
riching Wilbraham in the
sense that the building is in
really great shape when it’s
sold, so it has more value,”
Domina said.

If there’s debt, Domina
said “more thought would
need to go into that.”

“But in terms of capital
improvement where Hamp-
den pays upfront, I think that
might work,” Domina said.

After clarifying Hampden
would review Domina’s ideas,
Flynn thought “it was a great
starting point.”

“I think Brian did a good
job of summarizing a bit
where Hampden stands on
this,” Flynn said. “Again, you
can’t equate this to the Min-
nechaug building.”

After Flynn noted hypo-
thetical scenarios, Ducey re-
called when the MSBA took
on a project at WMS years
earlier.

“So, they expect us to be
in that building for 20 years
by virtue of that,” Ducey said.
“I don’t think we’re going to
have a problem with some of
that issue--conceptually at
least--because it seems like
we’re going to be committed
to that building for a number
of years anyway.”

Select Board Vice Chair
Michael Squindo suggested
“an absolute return relative to
the upfront investment based
on the time left of the useful
life doesn’t account for the
depreciation value of any cap-
ital improvements” should be
kept in mind.

“So, I would just put
that out there as a potential
talking point would be an ini-
tial thought,” Squindo said.
“But again, framework-wise,
I think this is a decent frame-
work to start from.”

After discussing other
items that would need con-
sideration in terms of value, it
was agreed a deeper dive into
this will need to be done.

Hampden Garden Club

meets April 17

HAMPDEN - The April meeting of the Hamp-
den Garden Club is on April 17 at 7 p.m. at Acade-

my Hall on Main St.

Becky Sadlowski will speak on growing color-
ful, home grown cut flowers. Becky and her husband
founded Rooted Flowers, a specialty cut flower farm

in Agawam.

Memorial Day Plant Sale
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— The Hampden Garden Club’s Me-

morial Day Plant
Sale will be tak-
ing place on May
26 from 8 a.m. to
Noon at Academy
Hall, Main Street,
in Hampden, rain or

shine. ities!
Stop by and
check out the plants!

Raffle tickets will be available
for purchase for a chance to win

Junior Women’s Club to hold
Annual Bunny Breakfast

WILBRAHAM - The GFWC
Wilbraham Junior Women’s Club
will be holding its Annual Bunny
Breakfast on Saturday, April 12,
2025 from 8 to 11 a.m. at St Cecil-
ia’s Church Parish Center located
at 41 Main Street in Wilbraham.

Attendees will enjoy a “Bun-
nylicious” Breakfast of freshly
prepared pancakes and sausage,
fresh fruits and their choice of
orange or apple juice, coffee, tea,
milk or water.

The Easter Bunny will be in
attendance to visit and take photos
with the kids. Guests can enjoy
Face painting, Temporary Tattoos
and lots of Arts and Crafts activ-

child and adult themed raffle bas-
kets!

The GFWC Wilbraham Junior
Women’s Club would like to thank
our sponsor Luso Federal Credit
Union! Their representatives will
be distributing Easter- themed
items to all of the children!

The Bunny Breakfast is a
long-standing,
munity event. Be sure to Hop on
over! Tickets: $8 for adults and
$6 for children 12 and under,
can be purchased at the door via
cash, check or Venmo or online at
Wilbrahamjuniorwomens.org via
PayPal or Venmo.

For more information, please

cherished com-

contact Brenda Willard at Bren-

daswillard@aol.com or
279-1394.

(413)

Time To Get
Your Septic
Pumped,
Call To
Book Now!

WE ARE A LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUSINESS

Pumping ° Installation * Title 5 Inspections * Perc Tests
SEWER PUMP REPAIRS ¢ FULLY INSURED * FAMILY OWNED

966-2916

24/7 Emergency Service
(413) 374-1322

HAMPDEN SEPTIG

WE’RE STILL TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS!

THE BEST FRESH
FOR SPRING!

VISIT THE %
EASTER BUNNY

Saturday, <.
April 12th ~ 2-4pm

BABY LAMBS FROM HARRIS FARM
Bunnies From The 4H Rabbit Club

94.7 FM WMAS Radio Will Be Broadcasting Live

Children’s Cookie Decorating
& Planting Workshops

Hop Into The Greenhouse

BEAVTIFUL BLOOMING
SPRING BULBS

Colorful Tulips,

‘ [

L &
Sunny Daffodils, . &
Fragrant Hyacinths s

2 for $1 6 or $8 99 ea. 6” Pots

Beautiful White
Easter Lilies

= TRICOLOR EASTER EGG MUMS
Dreamy Blue & Pink Hydrangeas

l...‘....O..............O.......A .

PrettySmllmg "
PANSIES 55" ?1

Fill Your Easter Basket
TEMPTING ASSORTMENT
OF EASTER CANDY
Chocolate Bunnies,
Gourmet Jelly Beans
Vermont “Nut Free”

& “No Whey”’
Chocolate and Candy

" From Randall’s Easter Kitchen

Randall’s Quiche ~ 8 Varieties
Fresh Baked Fruit Pies & Gream Pies
Cider Donuts, Fresh Fruit Salad
BOAR’S HEAD BONELESS

SWEET SLICE HAMS

Blue Seal, Janik &
Boar’s Head Kielbasa

Gluten Free l-‘oods
FRESH & FROZEN
Pies, Desserts,

Cupcakes & Cookies

Place Your Easter Pre-Orders

By Wednesday, April 16th
For Pick Up April 18th or 19th

CLOSED EASTER SUNDAY
ALWAYS FRESH AT

el

Ih.

gP&NDALL S

FARM
& GREENHOUSE

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071 e www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM
Find us on and You{[T)

SEND US YOUR
EVENT PHOTOS

Scan QR Code

2 Email items to
. krivers@turley.com
-l-'-—‘__ .—__’_._—-—
/

As a free service for our readers we accept and will
print when space allows community event photos and
announcements. Just scan the QR code above and
send us your photos and any information.
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about a third of the work-
force doesn’t exist anymore.
In other words, the driv-
er shortage is not likely to
be resolved anytime soon,
which is why the district
made the decision to adjust
its transportation model to
fit the size of the available
workforce by implementing
a three-tier bus model,” Pro-
vost said.

Provost noted the “great-
er economic efficiency” of
moving to this system.

“I know some School
Committee members were
surprised to see that our total
transportation cost for FY26
increased by $170,000. But,
if it had not been for the im-
plementation of the three-ti-
er model, we’d be asking
for half a million dollars for
transportation  increases,’
Provost said. “The $330,000
difference is the savings, we
realized, by implementing a
three-tier model.”

Provost  added  the
three-tier model “should be
more reliable because we’re
projected to have enough
drivers to actually run the
routes.”

For the next school year,
Provost said the number of
school buses would be re-
duced from 33 to 28 and 40
minutes as opposed to 20
minutes slated for planned
time to cover the map be-
tween each pick-up and
drop-off cycle.

“The logistical challenge
is to find a way to maintain
our current number on in-
structional hours and mini-
mize disruption to families,
including the routines of our
own staff, to ensure that stu-
dents have supervision all
while doubling the time al-
lotted for buses to cover the
map,” Provost said.

Another concern is the
varying length of school
days.

“The length of the mid-
dle school day is currently
10 minutes shorter than the
high school day and the ele-
mentary day is five minutes

shorter than the middle

school day,” Provost said.

“That makes it harder to
design a system where bus-
es arrive on time, especial-
ly when you put the school
with the longest day on the
first tier.”

Reviewing the prelimi-
nary schedule, Provost said
in the model how ‘“every-
thing works fine in the morn-
ing,” but buses don’t arrive
to pick up students at the el-
ementary or middle schools
until 20 minutes after classes
end.

“That would potentially
leave students unsupervised
because the teacher’s duty
date ends 15 minutes after
the last class,” Provost said.
“The problem arises because
the school with the longest
day is on the first tier and
there’s just no way to make
up the difference to get bus-
es back in time for schools
with shorter days.”

Presenting alternatives,
alternative one, he added, is
to put a school with a shorter
day on the first tier--which
would be the middle school-
-at a start time of 7:35 a.m.,
five minutes earlier than the
current start time.

Tier two would have the
high school start at 8 a.m.,
25 minutes later than the
current start time, followed
by the third tier for the el-
ementary schools at 8:55
a.m., 25 minutes later than
the current start time.

“In this model, all of the
schools have a shift of less
than a half an hour, which
is one of the things I said
was one of my hopes when
we started this process and
the high school, I think the
shift is one that actually bet-
ter aligns with their health
needs,” Provost said. “The
buses still make it back in
time to pick up all of the
students so you don’t have
the supervision problem at
the end of the day. We still
save the $335,000 and we
still have a fleet that match-
es the size of our workforce
and, importantly, a lot of dis-
cussions of a later start time

for the high school. We still
bring older students back in
before the elementary stu-
dents so they can provide
supervision for the younger
siblings.”

Provost did not recom-
mend alternative two, which
would have had the middle
and elementary schools start
earlier and the high school
start at 9 a.m.

“The first is the magni-
tude of the impacts on every-
one’s routine. As opposed
to alternative one, this has
many more families mov-
ing a half an hour or longer
from their current schedule.
A second problem with the
model is the bus company
can’t guarantee they’d be
able to get buses back to the
high school on time because
young students need some-
one to meet them on the bus
and if an adult is not present,
then they have to take the
students back to the school
and this makes the time
needed to complete the ele-
mentary drop-off unpredict-
able,” Provost said.

Another concern was an
“extreme shift” of the high
school schedule “would
have a negative impact on
our student-athletes and
SEAtech students.”

“Our school day would
be so far out of sync with
SEAtech that it’s really hard
to imagine a way for the stu-
dents to be able to connect
with the high school sched-
ule for the other half of the
day, and our student-athletes
would miss many of their
fourth block classes, espe-
cially during fall season,”
Provost said.

Provost then shared a
third alternative for consid-
eration later on that is cur-
rently a conceptual example
focusing on actual riders of
the buses, with the Policy
Subcommittee to review it in
the future.

The presentation con-
cluded with the School
Committee members ex-
pressing their approval for
the update.
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Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
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Ophelia Murray of Wilbraham, age 8, wore a

Minecraft shirt to Minecraft Madness.

MINECRAFT from page 1

draw Minecraft characters
captivated many of the chil-
dren.

Ophelia Murray wore a
Minecraft shirt to the event
and explained that she likes
to build houses out of cherry
blossoms in the game.

Her mother, Melody Mur-
ray, sometimes plays along-
side her daughter.

“She builds the houses

Turley photos by Patricia Sullivan

Marshall Smith, age eight, was intent on

drawing Minecraft characters.

and I live in them,” Murray
said. “I tried playing the game
years ago when I was young-
er and didn’t get it. Now she’s
teaching me how to play.”

Hageman was pleased
with the turnout and with the
children’s level of involve-
ment in hands-on Mine-
craft-themed activities.

“I love seeing them take
an idea and make it their
own,” Hageman said.

During school vacation
week, the WPL will offer a
Teen Taste Test: Oreo Edi-
tion on April 22 and a Marsh-
mallow and Toothpick Tow-
er-Building challenge for
children on April 25.

To register, call the library
at 596-6141 or visit their
website at wilbrahamlibrary.
org.

Photos courtesy of Wilbraham United Players
Sally Bowles (Carolyn Averill) and the Kit Kat Girls (Julia
Adamo, Shelly Capen, Naidelyn Cruz, Noelle Hisgen, Meaghan
Snapp, and Jami Wilson) in their number “Don’t Tell Mama.”
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Benjamin Mabrey holds
us all together in the musical
aspect and does an amazing
job doing so.

Jaqui Panascian’s chore-
ography is something I am so
grateful for and her work has
made me so happy to call my-
self a Kit Kat Girl for three
months.

I loved this show, and I
love everything the Wilbraham
United Players stands for and
I will continue to remember
them for years to come and
continue to support their up-
coming productions as much
as I can.

The Wilbraham United
Players is, currently, holding
auditions for their summer
youth show (for ages 9-18)
“Seussical Jr,” on April 25 to
27. It is a great group that in-
troduced me to theater, please
consider auditioning for a phe-
nomenal organization.

Community theater is
thriving in Wilbraham, so
please consider supporting the
Wilbraham United Players in
their upcoming endeavors.

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

[ORTHODONTICS

75 Post Oﬂ’iée Park
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Wilbraham T .
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A shot of a posterboard asking “Why Can’t We Live On Other
Planets?” on display at the Solar System Showcase put on by

the fifth grade students at Green Meadows Elementary School.

CHALLENGER from page 1

work that they did, we won
this field trip to the Challeng-
er Center,” Barrett said.

She elaborated on the Bot-
tle and Can Drive.

“The only piece that’s not
covered by the Mass Learn-
ing Project--and they told
us when we first entered the
challenge--was the bus,”
Barrett said. “I can’t use the
LPVEC buses because of
the strict timetables that they
have because they don’t have
enough buses. So, I have to
use a King Gray bus to get the
kids there which ups the cost
dramatically.”

Barrett expressed grati-
tude to the Hampden PTO for
their support as they do “such
amazing things,” encouraging
residents to support the drive.

“The PTO works so hard
to make sure that every grade
level gets to go on some sort
of a field trip, to help offset

the costs, they help plan the
trips,” Barrett said. “To come
up with the Bottle and Can
Drive helps support the trip
that my kiddos won, but also
all the great things they do at
Green Meadows.”

Autumn  Sheridan and
Gabby Barroso shared what
they enjoyed about doing the
showcase.

“I liked the Solar System
Showcase because I liked be-
ing a part of a team and work-
ing together and I learned a
lot about my topic on dwarf
planets,” Sheridan said.

“My experience at the
solar system showcase was
amazing. I thought it was re-
ally fun to share all of the in-
formation me and my friends
learned to other elementary
school students and parents. 1
also thought it was fun that I
learned so many new things,”
Barroso said.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

Page 5

Photos courtesy of Jessica Barrett

These students focused on “Dwarf Planets” for their project,
teaching attendees about what they are and where they are.

Hunter Houle expressed
excitement about the students
winning the field trip and how
Barrett had the opportunity
to share about the showcase
at the Project Lead the Way
Conference with other teach-
ers after she won.

“I thought it was awesome
that my school gets to win a
field trip and also that our
class got featured at (her) sci-
ence meeting,” Houle said.

Olivia Adams and Laine
Bertelli were also ecstatic.

“It is amazing that we won
this field trip because we put
in all this hard work so it paid
off!” Adams said.

“I felt really proud of our
whole grade and happy for
everyone to have won such an
amazing field trip,” Bertelli
said.

Luke Armstrong and
Colton Hersman are among
the many students looking
forward to the field trip.

“I am most excited about
the field trip because we get
to go with all of our friends
and get to see cool things
about space,” Armstrong said.

“I am excited to go to a
place that I haven’t been to
and do something fun with
my friends,” Hersman said.

Barrett was also thrilled

Green Meadows Elementary Schol students worked hard on

their projects at the Solar System Showcase, leading to their
teacher, Jessica Barrett, winning a trip for the students to the
Challenge Center at Framingham State University.

to win the trip and for the op-
portunity the fifth graders will
have.

“It’s just such a cool way
to encourage our kids that
working really, really hard
can gain you these awesome
experiences. It’s an opportu-
nity they wouldn’t have had
before if they hadn’t won
this. There’s no way I would
have been able to get them
to this field trip without this
challenge,” Barrett said. “It’s
kind of like a once-in-a-life-
time experience for these fifth
graders to go.”

She added how her stu-
dents are interested in space.

“There’s something about
space and kids that they are
just enthralled with it, and so,
to actually go and do space
simulations and really be a
part of it, I'm sure that’s go-
ing to help some kids find
their passions,” Barrett said.

Barrett wants the commu-
nity to know how proud they
should be of the students.

“We’re a small school out
in Green Meadows, but we do
some big things even though
we’re a small school. These
kids have a lot of potential,”
Barrett said.
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“THE GOOD FOOD PEQOPLE

6 Pack of

EASTER DESSERTS

Homemade, Made
from Scratch Desserts

8" Double Layer
Carrot Cake ....... $21.99

Double Chocolate
Cream Pie .......... $17.99

Armata’s Own
8” Cheesecake ... $21.99

(plain, strawberry or cherry only)

Sugar Cookies...... $6.99

14” Homemade Dessert

. Platter................$39.99

(SERVES 6-8) $69.99

INCLUDES
A 5 |b Boneless Glazed Ham
4 |b. Potato Au gratin,
2 Ib Roasted Carrots,
12 Pack of Dinner Rolls
And Our Made from Scratch
8x8 Carrot Cake

NO SUBSTITUTIONS!

ARMATA’S MARKET & VILLAGE FOOD MART
HOMEMADE EASTER MEAL (flage

TO ORDER

Please Call

413-566-8717
or Visit Our Websitel
armatasmarket.com

*All Orders Must Be
Placed by April 16th

Pickup:
Saturday, April 19th
from 10am-5pm




Page 6

B VIEWPOINTS

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

April 10,2025

Germination tests give way to garden experiments

Although the tempera-
tures did not cooperate this
past week, I have to say that
spring vibes are all around
me.

I saw my first blooming
crocus, and even some early
daffodils. The phoebe bird
that makes a nest above our
porch door is back, and hang-
ing around, much to my hus-
band’s dismay!

My pepper plants are al-
most in need of transplanting
from their seed pack, and the
tomato seeds I planted last
weekend sprouted in under
a week. It is all so exciting!
I don’t think that I will ever
not be amazed at the miracle
of it all.

The other day I was going
though my seed stash and I
found two year old seeds of
Loofah Gourd, Mini Popcorn,
Mouse Melon and a vari-
ety of “climbing” Zucchini
all of which I never planted.
These purchases were “im-
pulse buys” I guess you’d call
it. I bought them but when it
came time to actually plant
them, I decided that my gar-
den square footage was too
precious to waste on frivolity.

But here we are and my
frugal nature shines through
once more. Since I bought
them I might as well try and
plant them; maybe one will
end up being a new favorite.

But alas, does one risk
planting two year old seed?
What if the seeds don’t ger-

minate? Partaking in ger-
mination testing gave me a
chance to get my hands in
the soil, (albeit indoors) and
the outcome will

help me deter-

mine how much

I should “over-

plant” or if that

will even be nec-

essary.

Wasting a few
seeds now will
save time later
on.

First up, the
Loofah  Gourd.

I planted four

seeds as a trial

and three popped

up! That means I will be add-
ing this to my garden come
springtime.

Grow it like you would
any other gourd or squash. It
loves fertile soil, heat and a
strong support.

When loofahs were first
popular, I was a young adult
and still living at home.
Growing them was a project
for my parents and 1.

Before the first frost we
harvested the fat, wrinkly
looking cucumbers and al-
lowed them to dry before
peeling off the rind. What was
left was fibrous matter, look-
ing already very much like a
scrubby sponge. It was a fun
experiment then and it will be
reminiscent to repeat it.

Next comes the Mini Col-
ored Popcorn. This was the

first to sprout in my germina-
tion test pack with five of the
six seeds popping up.

I have never had extra

space to grow corn, but I
thought it would be fun to try
these for both decoration and
food. I am going to start them
ahead of time, indoors in six
packs and plant them out
around the three week mark.

They will be spaced about
a foot apart in rows about two
and a half feet apart. Corn
likes fertile soil, so I will
amend the soil well with aged
compost.

This type of corn will
dry right on the plant, until
the husks are brown. Then
the ears will be harvested,
shucked and dried some
more. | have seen people re-
move the kernels first by us-
ing a blunt instrument such
as the back of a spoon to start
the kernels moving, then it
looks somewhat easy to get

the rest to push off.
Another fun thing to try,
just to say I did it.
If you are growing sweet
corn in your

garden  be
sure to time
these apart
from one
another, so
that  cross
pollination
won’t taint
the taste of
your sweet
corn.

1 was
really hop-

ing that the

climbing
zucchini would sprout in my
test pack. It took a bit, but
they finally did and therefore
they will be added to my gar-
den this spring.

This variety, known as
“Incredible Escalator” has a
vertical habit. Funny enough,
there are all sorts of videos
online about training zukes to
grow upright, but this variety
seems particularly suited to
upward mobility.

Zucchini are not true
“twining” plants, however,
so they will need to be tied
to a strong trellis or stake to
maintain their vertical nature.
Because the plant is off the
ground, there appears to be
improved disease resistance,
too.

Stay tuned as to whether
this zucchini lives up to the

hype in terms of productivity
and increased vigor.

Last on my list is Mouse
Melon. I saw these for the
very first time at the Hard-
wick Fair in 2022, hence
my purchase. Also known as
Mexican Sour Gherkin, these
fruits grow to about the size
of a grape, but tase some-
where between a cucumber
and a watermelon, growing
more sour as they mature.

The seeds were tiny, not
what I expected at all and
only half of what I planted
came up, so [ will definitely
be sowing double the normal
rate. The vine grows long —
upwards of 10 feet, so be sure
to trellis to make the best use
of space.

I know little more than
you do about this one, but I
can’t wait to try it out. Will
it remain a curiosity or will
Mouse Melon become a reg-
ular? Will any of these?

We’ll have to wait to find
out!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well
as flowers. Have a question
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the sub-
Jject line.

SOCIAL SECURITY

Watte’s

By Russell Gloor

Will my Medicare premium
change because I sold
investment property?

Dear Rusty:

I have questions concern-
ing the deduction of money
from my Social Security ben-
efit amount as relates to the
sale of investment property.

I am 66 years old and
have been drawing Social Se-
curity since I turned 62. My
wife is 56 and is a housewife
and has no taxable income.
Our income comes from our
rental property and my Social
Security benefit. I have de-
cided to liquidate two of our
properties, one was sold in
December 2024, and one is
in Escrow and is scheduled to
close in March 2025.

My normal Adjusted

Gross Income has been run-
ning about  $30K-$32K.
However, last year with the
sale of the property I will re-
ceive a long-term capital gain
profit of about $255,000. I did
a rough calculation on what
my AGI will be for 2024 and
it looks to be about $318,000.
How will this affect my Social
Security benefit and will it
have an effect on the amount
I pay for my Part B Medicare
Plan going forward? I have a
Medicare Advantage plan.
My next question is about
2025, after the next property
closes and I file taxes), my
AGI with the long-term cap-
ital gain profit could be be-

tween  $700,000-$800,000.
How will this affect my bene-
fits going forward?

Signed: Prudent Investor

Dear Prudent Investor:

Actually, the  gross
amount of your Social Secu-
rity benefit will not be affect-
ed by these transactions, but
the net amount of your SS
benefit payment will change
due to a provision known as
Income-Related Monthly Ad-
justment Amount. IRMAA
affects the Medicare premi-
ums you pay from your Social
Security benefit and a higher
Medicare premium will result
in a lower net Social Security
payment.

Here’s how this will work
for you:Your Medicare pre-
miums each year, typically
for Medicare Part B and Part
D are determined by looking
at your “Modified Adjusted
Gross Income,” or “MAGI”
from two years prior. MAGI
is your normal AGI plus any
non-taxable interest you may
have had. Since the property
you sold in 2024 will be re-
flected as part of your 2024
income, IRMAA will cause
your 2026 Medicare premi-
ums to be higher than the stan-
dard monthly 2026 amount.

How much higher depends on
how much you exceed the in-
come level for your IRS filing
status. Using 2025 rules, if
you file as married/jointly and
your taxable income (MAGI)
is more than $212,000 but
less than $334,000 then, in-
stead of paying the standard
2026 monthly Part B pre-
mium, you’ll each pay $370
per month for Medicare Part
B and likely a supplemen-
tal amount of $35.30 if your
Advantage plan includes pre-
scription drug coverage.

Your Medicare premi-
ums are recalculated every
year, again based on income
from two years prior. Thus, in
2027, IRMAA will also affect
your Medicare premiums and
your net Social Security pay-
ment because of your 2025
real estate transaction. If your
MAGTI in 2025 will be over
$750,000, then IRMAA will
increase each of your 2027
Medicare Part B premiums to
$638.90 and likely also add
a supplement of $85.80 per
month each to your Medicare
Advantage premium for pre-
scription drug coverage.

The good news is in 2028
all of this will be behind you
and your Medicare premi-
ums will revert to whatever

the standard monthly premi-
ums are for that year because
your income levels thereafter
will presumably be below the
then-IRMAA thresholds).

For reference, here is
a link to Medicare’s infor-
mation on the Income-Re-
lated Monthly Adjustment
Amount, or “IRMAA:”

https://www.cms.gov/
newsroom/fact-sheets/2025-
medicare-parts-b-premiums-
and-deductibles

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or any
other governmental entity.
This article is intended for in-
formation purposes and does
not represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents the
opinions and interpretations
of the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by the
National Social Security As-
sociation To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor @amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.

By Teri (Dreher)
Frykenberg, RN

_your health

Guest Column

Love a good nap? So does
your brain... maybe

The headlines were all
over the internet a couple of
months ago: Napping is good
for brain health. But, as with
all health studies, you have to
read the fine print.

Habitual napping was
associated with larger total
brain volume, which is in turn
associated with a lower risk of
dementia and other diseases,
according to researchers from
University College London
(UCL) and the University of
the Republic of Uruguay. The
researchers estimated the dif-
ference in brain volume be-
tween nappers and non-nap-
pers was equivalent to 2.5 to

6.5 years of aging.

As TI've noted before,
though, association is not
causation. Is brain volume
larger because of napping, or
could there be other factors
at play — heredity or physi-
cal activity, for instance. The
study only compared people
who are genetically predis-
posed to nap and those who
aren’t — not those who elect
not to nap. Also, the nap-
ping behaviors studied were
self-reported by participants,
which is not exactly the gold
standard for research.

Even with all of those
caveats, I agree with the re-

searchers that there’s nothing
wrong with a brief daytime
nap. By brief I mean 30 min-
utes or so -- you don’t want
it to interfere with the next
night’s sleep. Afternoons are
a good time for napping be-
cause that’s when we tend to
experience a dip in energy

levels.

Nappers tend to feel more
alert and clear-headed after a
snooze, and there’s a move-
ment afoot to permit naps on
the job, particularly for office
workers. Naps are especially
helpful for people who don’t
work regular schedules or

%N LUN P (&) www.davegraniund com

who are doing shift work.
Aging bladders can wake
us up during the night, too.
If you don’t fall back asleep
right away, a nap the next day
might be just the thing.

Please see YOUR HEALTH,
page 8

PUT ALL Your.
EGGS IN ONE 2
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Editorial
Policy

Letters to the editor should be 350
words or less in length. No unsigned or
anonymous opinions will be published.
We require letter writers to include his
or her town of residence and home tele-
phone number. We must authenticate
authorship prior to publication. We re-
serve the right to edit or withhold any
submissions deemed to be libelous or
contain unsubstantiated allegations,
personal attacks, defamation of charac-
ter and offensive language. All unknown
or alleged facts and quotations offered
by the author need to cite credible, un-
biased sources. Send letters to: Editor,
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@turley.
com. The deadline for submissions is
Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy

The TIMES will gladly correct fac-
tual errors that appear in this paper and
can be substantiated. Corrections or
clarifications will always appear on the
editorial pages. To request a correction,
send information in an e-mail or mailed
communication to the editor at the
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
is published every Thursday by Turley
Publications, Inc. One year out of town
subscriptions are available at $45, out
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission of
news material, letters to the editor and
photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The TIMES
is not responsible for submitted photos.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times
welcomes readers to participate in this
year’s election campaigns by writing letters
to the editor for publication on these pages.
Letters of up to 250 words from local resi-
dents endorsing candidates on the ballot or
discussing campaign issues should be sent
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times, care of Tur-
ley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed
to krivers@turley.com. Please include a
daytime telephone number for verification
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters
must be received by noon Monday to be
considered for that Thursday’s newspaper.
No attack letters will be printed. No letters
written by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of
letters received is larger than the space
available in the newspaper, or if the letters
become repetitive, the newspaper reserves
the right to print a representative sample.
No endorsement letters will be printed in
the last edition before the election.

For more information, call the editor
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage,
the newspaper plans to print stories
about contested races for Congress, state
Senate, state House, district attorney
and Governor’s Council during the weeks
leading up to the election, as well as a
question-and-answer voters guide. In
order to ensure fairness to all candidates,
no political press releases will be printed,
nor will reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further pub-
licize their candidacy, beliefs and events
may contact advertising, 413-283-8393
about paid advertising in Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times.
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Readers are encouraged to send in
medium to high resolution photos
for this page by e-mail to
krivers@turley.com or
mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.

Send us in
your
announcements!
Happy Birthdays,
Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run
here free of charge, please keep it
to less than 50 words.
Please send to krivers@turley.com

Photo and caption Charlie Bennett
Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary Club President Peter Salerno
(left) salutes along with guest speaker Patrick Renna,
Wilbraham’s new Director of Veterans Services, at the
club’s March 26 meeting at the Country Club of Wilbraham.
Renna said he takes pride in providing advice and service
to the town’s veterans.

Submitted photos and caption Kim Les Fr()m
Goached by Madelynne Crooks and Rianna Brathwaite, the .
Minnechaug Regional High School cheerleaders celebrated Wilbraham
their 2024-2025 competition season and three seniors: Cierra to BOStOH
Roberson Barron, Elizabeth Nguyen, and Jaina Hall with a
year-end banquet on March 12. Symph()ny Hall
The team participated in four competitions this season at
Wahconah, Chicopee, South Hadley, and West Springfield High Submitted photo

Schools where they placed third in the Winter Wonderland and caption Linda Sherman
competition.
Alexa Sherman and
Ella Gagliarducci both
performed on Saturday
March 29 at Boston
Symphony Hall as part
of the Massachusetts
All State Concert
Ensemble. The girls
| had to audition for a
chance to be part of
the Ensemble.

DINE IN e TAKE OUT ¢ DELIVERY

2341 Boston Road, Wilbraham
413-540-8080

ORDER ONLINE:
B3 www.venicepizzagrill.com

HOURS

2 Liter Soda
when you
spend $40 & Over

Must mention coupon - Cannot be combined
1 per visit - Offers for regular toppings
Extra items not included

PIZZA & GRILL

DOWNLOAD

Now Serving

Ice Cream!

Soft Serve
and Hard
 lce Cream!

OUR APP

Closed Mon., Tues.-Thurs. 10:45am-9:20pm
Fri. & Sat. 10:45 am - 10pm, Sun. 11am-9pm

FAST DELIVERY
Deliveries to Wilbraham, Ludlow,
Indian Orchard, Boston Rd.,

Parts of 16 Acres ($2.99 Delivery Charge)

Large
Cheese Pizza
$13.50

+ tax
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B OBITUARIES
Elizabeth Tomaya Porter

DEATH
NOTICE

Elizabeth Tomaya
Porter
Died March 19, 2025
Services are private
Wilbraham Funeral
Home

Chicopee Register

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice listing
the name of deceased,
date of death and
funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid
Obituary, costing
$275, which allows
families to publish
extended death notice
information of their
own choice and may
include a photograph.
Death Notices &
Paid Obituaries
should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made
only when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

1943 — 2025

WILBRAHAM—Eliz-
abeth Tomaya “Honey”
Porter, 81, of Wilbraham,
passed away peacefully
on Wednesday, March 19,
2025, at Baystate
Medical Center in
Springfield.  She
was born in Phil-
adelphia, PA, the
only child of the
late Graham Her-
vey Jenkins, Ist
Lieutenant of the
366th Regiment,
and Elizabeth To-
maya (Miranda)
Jenkins. After her
father died in the war, her
mother remarried. Tomaya
was raised in Philadelphia
and New York by her moth-
er and dad, the late Robert
Peacock, a World War II
veteran. She relocated to
Wilbraham, MA, in 1974,
where she raised her family
with her husband, Ronald N.
Porter. They were married
for 59 years.

Over the years, she
worked alongside her hus-
band in multiple fami-
ly-owned businesses. They
spent many years in the car-
pet and upholstery cleaning
business before expanding
to janitorial services and
then interior and exteri-
or painting. Additionally,
Tomaya worked for many
years in the cosmetics de-
partment of G. Fox before
moving on to the textile
department at Filene’s and
Macy’s department stores.

Tomaya was an avid clas-
sic movie fan, often filling
her downtime with multiple
viewings of her favorite Bo-
gey & Bacall, Tracy & Hep-
burn, or Bette Davis films.
She was also an avid sci-
ence fiction fan with a deep
knowledge of all things Star
Trek and Star Wars. In her
later years, she discovered a
love for Harry Potter, as well
as the childhood innocence
and comedic ease found in
SpongeBob  SquarePants
and Bob’s Burgers. Her pas-
sion for and skill at cooking
was mirrored in her zest for
cooking shows. Her creative
side shone through no more
elegantly in a home-cooked

dish than it did on the can-
vas, as she was a talented
painter. She has left her ar-
tistic presence in oil paint-
ings that adorn both the
walls of her home
and those of oth-
ers.

Tomaya loved
life! Her ever-en-
ergetic  person-
ality brought joy
and enthusiasm
to people of all
ages. People were
touched by her
presence and often
regarded her as a
“vibrant” person who was a
“ray of sunshine.” Her sense
of style was flash and flare,
accessorized with healthy
doses of hipster. She was
earnest in her dedication to
helping those in need. She
regularly donated to the
Springfield Rescue Mis-
sion and St. Joseph’s Indian
School. She was silly, hon-
est, passionate, carefree, and
dedicated to those she loved.
She regarded her grandchil-
dren as her “treasures.”

In addition to her par-
ents, Tomaya was also pre-
deceased by her brother,
Robert “Bobby” Peacock.
She will be sadly missed by
her beloved husband Ron-
ald and their three devoted
daughters: Candice Porter
of Wilbraham, Heather (Ed)
Adamson of Sturbridge, and
Kelli (Charlie) Murphy of
Haverhill, MA; her sister
Lezlie Peacock of Fountain
Hills, AZ and niece Stefani
Peacock of Portland, OR;
nephew Bobby Peacock of
Peekskill, NY; five cher-
ished grandchildren Desti-
ny, Jakob, Miranda, Ken-
dra and Kailin and three
great-grandchildren  Lula,
Jacob and Eddie.

The family has planned
a private celebration of life
for a later date. Those who
wish to honor her name are
encouraged to make a dona-
tion to the American Heart
Association or another char-
itable foundation that sup-
ports children in need.

Wilbraham Funeral
Home has been entrusted
with the arrangements.
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Benches

Statues
Plot Maintenance
On-Site Lettering * Restorations

Monuments
Bronze Plaques

413-589-7588 Fax

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.

Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family
Custom Design Work

Cleaning * Markers

Cemetery Signage

Vases
Granite Signs

201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 < www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com
413-589-7564 Office

413-531-5360

Owner Supervised

cameronpainting.com
don@cameronpainting.com

Painting, Staining & Restoration

Superior preparation for a long lasting job

Quality Workmanship~Reliable & Fully Insured
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YOUR HEALTH from page 6

But if you’re not regularly
getting seven to nine hours of
sound sleep a night, I don’t
recommend long daytime
naps to make up the differ-
ence. First, you’re more likely
to wake up groggy after an
extended nap because your
brain is trying to enter the
deep sleep phase. There’s evi-
dence that people make more
mistakes after a long daytime
nap.

Second, a nap doesn’t give
you the benefit of the restor-
ative nature of sleep — when
your eyes and muscles fully
relax and your body is repair-
ing and rebuilding bone and
muscle, consolidating mem-
ories and shoring up the im-
mune system.

Everyone has a bad night
once in a while. For many
consecutive nights of dis-
rupted sleep and days filled
with naps, though, consult
your doctor. You might need
a sleep study to determine
whether something like sleep
apnea could be the cause.

Napping is associated
with other issues as well. El-

derly adults who napped at
least once a day or more than
an hour a day were 40 percent
more likely to develop Alz-
heimer’s than those who did
not nap daily or napped less
than an hour a day, according
to a study published in Alz-
heimer’s and Dementia: The
Journal of the Alzheimer’s
Association, in March 2022.
Also last year, a study found
that people who often nap
have a greater chance of de-
veloping high blood pressure
and having a stroke, accord-
ing to CNN.

And then there are those
who can’t nap.

Just as there appears to be
a genetic disposition toward
napping, there also appear to
be people for whom napping
is physiologically difficult, if
not impossible. Jeremy Der-
byshire, writing in the Finan-
cial Times, is one of those.
His attempts at napping usu-
ally end in frustration, he
says, “after 10 minutes or so
lying down rigidly and will-
ing myself, unsuccessfully,
into unconsciousness.”

Maybe we need to expand
the definition of “nap.” Let’s
consider a nap everything
from closing your eyes for 10
minutes to just letting your
mind wander for a while.

No pressure here!

Even one of the authors of
the UCL study is not a big fan
of napping. “Honestly,” she
told the BBC, “I would rather
spend 30 minutes exercising
than napping.”

So, nap if you can. But
if you’re not cut out for nap-
ping, don’t lose sleep over it.
A brisk walk might be just as
beneficial.

Teri(Dreher) Frykenberg,
is a registered nurse and board
certified patient advocate and
founder of www.NurseAdvo-
cateEntrepreneur.com, which
trains medical professionals
to become successful private
patient advocates. Teri offers
a free phone consultation to
Turley Newspaper readers as
well as to nurses interested in
becoming advocates. Reach
her at Teri@NurseAdvoca-
teEntrepreneur.com

MEETING from page 1

closet or whatever we want
to call it. They’re about 10
years old. We’re looking to
replace those,” Domina said.
“We submitted a Communi-
ty Impact IT Grant--I believe
it was last month--for the
amount of $148,000 to replace
those switches and to install
new wireless access points
throughout the building. Some
of those have been taken out
by the district,” Domina said.

Domina hopes to hear
about the grant before Annual
Town Meeting next month.

“If not--or if that grant
doesn’t come through--I guess
we’d have to assess the via-
bility of those switches. Ob-
viously, they’re 10 years old,
they’re getting to the point
where they’re going to need to
be replaced.”

Dan Blanchard, director of
Parks & Rec, asked Domina
this.

“Does upgrading those
give you reliability and speed?
What does upgrading the
switches do?” Blanchard said.

Domina replied that he
thought “it’s more about reli-
ability.”

“For whatever past histor-
ical reasons, when MBI built
the middle mile and connect-
ed community anchor insti-
tutions, TWB was not one of
those anchor institutions that
was connected,” Domina said.

He added he reached out
to Local Links--the new Axia
provider who manages the
Middle Mile MBI--and gave
him a cost.

“They could--quote un-
quote--extend the plant from,
I believe, the closest is on Al-
len Street up Wilbraham Road
to TWB,” Domina said. “But,
at this point, Charter current-
ly has a fiber connection into
the building, so we’d likely go

%
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Evergreen Memorial Park
in Hobart, Indiana
is trying to contact the following person

Coaless (Allen) Davis

If you are the name above,
please contact 219-942-3313.
Ask for Sharon or Kathy.
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e Overgrown property?
e Excavator Services ® Extreme Brush Cutting!
e Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal * Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
e Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand * Storm Clean-up ¢ Small Demo ¢ Insured

with Charter.”

Logistics, such as state
computers and state systems
the town clerk uses, are still
being determined.

“From what we can tell,
that they can use any Inter-
net connection but they need
a 90-day notice to be able to
transfer everything they need
to over to the new location,”
Domina said.

When asked if Charter was
consulted on putting the wire-
less routers in for the town,
Domina said he’d look into
that and see.

On other technology, Do-
mina noted the library uses
CWMARS as their library
network “but that can also be
provided through Charter”
and every classroom and room
at TWB also has two, three
or four data ports “depending
on the room” that are all con-
nected and would need to be
reviewed with a low-voltage
tester.

“But in terms of wiring,
it’s pretty much wired through
with, I believe, it was Cat5 ca-
ble,” Domina said. “So, hope-
fully that grant comes through
and we can make those im-
provements.”

For library moving costs,
Domina said Director Ellen
Moriarty met with Nation-
al Library Relocation Ser-
vices and received a quote of
$21,000 to move the books
and shelving for the library.

“Their estimate’s $21,000.
Moving company for every-
thing else, really, we’d like
to budget $50,000, moving
supplies $3,500 and then for
our IT company to discon-
nect, transport and reset up
servers, the computers, the
workstations--everything like
that--they gave us a quote of
$6,500,” Domina said. “So,
that’s a whole total of just over
$80,000 to move everything.”

Domina would also look
into whether National Library
Relocation  Services could
move everything and will
reach out to them.

On repairs, Domina is still

putting together a list of the
priorities before occupancy of
the building.

“Right now, I have floor-
ing repairs. There’s two class-
rooms where the tiles are
coming up due to a moisture
problem. They’re in the front
portion of the building. If you
went in the main entrance to
the right, the first two class-
rooms there in a portion of the
hallway,” Domina said. “Just
to tear them up.”

Masonry repairs, he added,
include a utility anchor in the
brick veneer.

“It’s pulling out the whole
chunk of the brick veneer
that’s going to need to be ad-
dressed,” Domina said. “And
then there’s also one other
masonry issue around one of
the windows underneath that
really needs to be addressed.”

Other items include mis-
cellaneous plumbing items
and access control and camer-
as, with Domina sharing he’s
waiting for a quote from Val-
ley Communications.

After a discussion of the
cameras and the access con-
trols and a note on HVAC
systems, Domina said quotes
for the lighting upgrades and
HVAC are still in process and
a water filtration system were
still on the list.

“And then we’d have to
manage it like any other build-
ing where we’d have to put to-
gether a capital plan together
and we would have to address
items as they come up,” Domi-
na said.

When Chair Don Daven-
port asked what amount would
be asked at Town Meeting,
Domina replied the moving
costs and would depend on the
access control amount.

“We still have $99,400 left
of the previously appropriat-
ed funds. The only thing that
was spent was for the analysis
of the septic system,” Domina
said. “So, I don’t think it will
be a huge amount but I want
to wait to hear back from Val-
ley as to what that is.”

ROBERTS ROOFS

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate e Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles e Gutters
Historical Restoration e Flat Roofing
Snow Removal
Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

4
Trusted Name Since 1982

I-

of Real Estate

sk U eon Sull

i

;C&P

Consulting all Matters

Art Ferrara
(413) 348-5827

h. WA POMCOMSULT.COM




April 10,2025

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

Page 9

SENIORS N

Monthly Highlights for April at the Hampden Senior Center

HAMPDEN - The fol-
lowing programs will occur
at the senior center on Allen
Street in the coming weeks.

Crafts with Kim

We are happy to intro-
duce Kim Keeton, a member
of the senior center who has
years of crafting experience,
first as a junior high school
teacher and later as the floral
manager at Michael’s. Kim is
offering the following class-
es in April. All materials are
included in the price of the
class. Samples of each project
are displayed in our lobby.

Monday, April 14
from 1 to 3 p.m.

Easter  Snow  Globe
(makes a great gift for a
grandchild). Cost is $10.00.

Tuesday, May 6
from 1 to 3 p.m.

Bow Making. Cost is
$10.00.

Ribbon will be provided
for the class but if you want to
make a bow with something
specific for a project you are
working on, bring it to class
that day.

Please call 566-5588 to
reserve your spot for each
class you are interested in.
Space is limited.

Ever wanted to try

Scrapbooking?

Kim will hold an infor-
mational session to discuss
what supplies are needed and
give suggestions on organiz-
ing your pictures. If there is
enough interest, Kim will of-
fer classes so you can person-
alize your scrapbook using
her tools to make it unique.

Learn more about scrap-
booking on Tuesday, April 22
at 1 p.m.

The Friends of Hamp-
den Seniors are hosting a
Hartsprings Truck Event

Saturday, April 12 from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m.

At Bethlehem Church,
123 Allen Street,
Hampden, MA

Will accept all cloth
items, such as clothing, in-
cluding scrap sewing/quilt-
ing material, bedding, linens,
towels, shoes, and purses.
Books, kitchenware, break-
able knickknacks, small ap-
pliances, small speakers, and
sporting goods. Toys must be
boxed to be accepted. Table
lamps will be accepted only
if they’re boxed and protect-
ed from breaking. NO en-
cyclopedias, textbooks, or
baby items such as strollers,
cribs, carriages, stuffed ani-
mals, or pillows.

This truck event is an op-
portunity to drop off all your
larger bags or boxed items
for Spring Cleanup. By doing
so, you're also helping the
Senior Center earn a small
percentage based on the total
weight of items received from
Hartsprings which helps their
cause. There is no charge to
drop off these items. All pro-
ceeds from this event will ben-
efit the needs of the Hampden
Senior Center.

D & R Farm
Winter Farm Share
PICK-UP is on Wednesday,
April 16 at 9:30 am.

D & R Farm offers fresh
produce once a month, from
January through June.

FREE with SNAP/HIP
if you qualify!

If you do not qualify for
SNAP/HIP, you may pur-

chase a share for $20 cash
each month.

Please let us know if you
need your shares delivered.

New applications are re-
quired.

If interested, contact
Wendy at 566-5588 to get
your application in! Shares
are limited.

Needle Felt Craft Class
with Pop-Up Art School

Tuesday, April 22, 2025,
at 10:30 a.m. Cost is $12.

Learn how to needle-felt
a bird with red accents,
perched on a real branch.
Pop Up Art School will show
you the basics of how to nee-
dle-felt wool roving. Leave
the class with the basic sup-
plies and knowledge to nee-
dle felt on your own. Needle
felting is surprisingly easy,
relaxing, and fun!

Call 566-5588 to reserve
your seat.

COVID Vaccine Clinic By
appointment only:
Monday, April 28, 2025
from 1 to 3 p.m.

Who should receive a
shot? The CDC recommends
that previously vaccinated in-
dividuals 65 and older receive
a second dose separated by 6
months regardless of vacci-
nation history. This means if
you received your last shot
here at the senior center (or
somewhere else) back in Oc-
tober 2024, you are eligible.

Please call your health
care provider if you have
specific questions about your
personal situation and vac-
cine history. By appointment
only. Please call 566-5588 to
schedule and appointment.

Do you have Parkinson’s

Friends Quilt Raffle

WILBRAHAM - Help raise funds for
the Friends of Wilbraham Seniors who raise
funds for the needs of Wilbraham’s senior

citizens.

Help us by purchasing tickets for the raf-
fle of a queen-size quilt made by the Wilbra-
ham Senior Center’s Quilting Group. Draw-
ing is May 2 at the senior center.

You do not have to be there to win.

You can buy tickets at the Wilbraham
Public Library on the following Saturdays:
April 5 and April 26. Hours are 10 a.m. to

2 p.m.
Hope to see you there!

You can also contact friends@01095 to

arrange to buy tickets.

gift cards.

Thanks for
giving us

Wilbraham Women’s
Club Fashion Show

WILBRAHAM - Step into spring with
fashions from the J Jill collection (Longmead-
ow Shops). The Fashion Show sponsored by
the Wilbraham Women’s Club, will be held
April 24 at the Saint Cecilia Parish Center, 42
Main St., Wilbraham.

A Social Hour begins at 11:30 followed by
lunch at Noon. The meal choices are salmon
with dill sauce or chicken francaise for $35.
There will also be a raffle for many prizes and

For reservations, please call Sue Agnew,
596-9480, by April 17. This event helps to
fund the club’s scholarships and donations to
charitable organizations in the area.

Nobody makes it to their 175th year alone. We've

been a part of this community since before cars,

before elevators, before the Civil War. Generations

of community members have put their trust in us,

despite all the changes in the world, all the things

we’ve had to weather. And, together, we’ve come out

all the better for it. To say thank you for 175 years,

we're giving 175 gifts to the community this year.

We couldn’t have made it without you.

To learn more visit countrybank.com/175.
y

mlcountrybank

Made to make a difference.

Member FDIC | Member DIF

Disease or know someone
who does?

PWR! Moves Group
Exercise Classes, A Parkin-
son-specific exercise class
that “makes function exer-
cise” to keep you moving and
doing more of what you want
to do! As you practice, you
will be challenged physically
and cognitively while work-
ing on fitness goals: strength,
balance, agility, aerobics,
and flexibility. Exercises are
designed to improve your
fitness, counteract your PD
symptoms, and increase your
daily activity. This whole-
body function-focused exer-
cise class will push you to do
more than you think you can
in a fun, empowering, and en-
riched environment!

With enough interest,
classes will be on Mondays
from 9 to 10 a.m., and will
be led by Lisa Kern, OT, Rei-
ki Master| Holistic Therapist

Cost is $10.00 per class.
Please call 566-5588 to let us
know if you are interested.

Common Threads Led
by Joan Tompkins, PhD All
are welcome!

Mondays from 11 a.m.
to Noon— Newcomers will
meet at 12:30 pm.

We invite you to join us
as we share many things such
as: ¢ Loneliness vs Feeling
Lonely ¢ Adapting to Life
Changes ¢ Finding purpose
for our life as Seniors ¢ Be-
reavement as well as Joyous
Moments

There is no charge to join
this group. Please call 566-

5588 to reserve your seat.

Making Music with Sue
— New Students Welcome!

New 12-week session
begins April 7 through June
30.

Mondays, Noon to 1
p-m. - Beginner Ukulele and
Recorder

Mondays, 1:15 to 2:30
p.m. - Ensemble Class (Uku-
lele, Recorder, Percussion, &
Vocals)

Cost is $60 for the 12-
week session if paid in full
and receive two free classes,
or $6 per class for drop-ins.
New students must call ahead
for placement.

Please pay cash or make
checks payable directly to:
Susan McHand

Please call 566-5588 to
reserve your spot.

Living Stronger... Lon-
ger... with Lamar Moore —
New Students Welcome!

New 12-week session be-
gins April 8 through July 8.
No classes 4/22 & 5/13.

Tuesdays, 2:15 to 3 p.m.

Learn about balance and
how it impacts overall health
and wellness. Get tips on
strength training

and cardiovascular en-
durance to increase mobility
and flexibility.

Cost is $6 per class.
Please call 566-5588 to re-
serve your spot.

“African Drumming”
with Jason”

There will be a concert
on March 28 so you can see
what all the hype is about!
All are welcome!

New 14-week session be-
gins April 4 through July 25.
(No class on 4/18, 5/2, and
7/4)

Fridays, 2:15 to 3:15 p.m.

Cost is $80 for the 14-
week session if paid in full
and receive two free classes,
or $7 per class.

Drop-ins welcome.
Please call 566-5588 to re-
serve your spot.

“Come What May”
Boutique... is open in our
lobby for all to shop during
normal business hours,
Monday through Friday, 9

a.m. to 3 p.m.

We accept donations of
new or gently used clothing,
outerwear, accessories, and
footwear.

All proceeds from Bou-
tique sales will benefit the
needs of The Senior Center.

HELP US STOCK
OUR SHELVES with Tooth-
paste!

Thank you to those who
donated dish soap last month.
Every month we will target a
different item to help fill our
shelves to provide non-food
items to SNAP recipients.

Did you know we offer
the following services....

Anyone is welcome to
take advantage of these ser-
vices.

Please call 566-5588 un-
less otherwise noted to sched-
ule your appointments.

Manicures with Cat

Please call Cat directly
at 413-335-7422, for an ap-
pointment and pricing.

Upcoming HSC Trips

HAMPDEN - The follow-
ing trips are being arranged
at the Hampden Sr Ctr, 104
Allen St, Hampden; prices in-
clude the driver’s tip.

Tues, April 29 - The Aqua
Turf Club , ”The Ozark Jubi-
lee” from Branson, MO - cof-
fee on arrival, delicious fami-
ly-style lunch, classic country
show - $127pp.

Wed, May 14 - The Log
Cabin for “The Jersey Ten-
ors” - delicious family-style

Italian lunch, Powerhouse Vo-
cals - $93pp (self-drive).

Mon, July 14 - The New-
port Playhouse, “It’s Your
Funeral” a traditional comical
farce, All you can eat buffet,
Show and Cabaret - $132pp.

Tues, Sept 30 - Lakeside
Turkey Train (Lake Winnipe-
saukee) Harts Turkey Dinner
on board, Country Farm Store
stop (on own) & NH Liquor
Store - $140pp.

Mon, Dec 8 - The Aqua

Turf Club “Rock This Town
Orchestra” - Coffee on ar-
rival, delicious family-style
lunch, Swinging ‘50s and
‘60s tunes - $127pp.

Flyers are available at the
Senior Center or via email.
Full Payment Deadlines are
approximately two weeks be-
fore the event.

Questions/comments,
please call Bobbi at 413-566-
8271 or email bobbijg2@
charter.net.

Seeking a motivated
Personal Insurance
Manager in
East Longmeadow

GROUP

Would you like to be treated as family while
receiving outstanding benefits?

Come Work With Us!

INSURANCE | BENEFITS | RETIREMENT | HR

NEW
ENGLAND

Competitive Salary e Flexible in-office schedules
Holiday Pay e Generous Benefit Offerings

HANNOUS

JEWELERS.
CHICOPEE

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

704 Memorial Dr.,

10%

Extra Cash

603 North Main Street ® 413-858-2680

Chicopee

HWEB

Email your resume to: kcaporale@hilbgroup.com
UY

25% Extra

When Cashing In

Your

.
5"
b

When You Use Your

Towards

A New Purchase

- Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY = ‘5
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Rotary Club to hold another S
Calendar Raffle

WILBRAHAM - The
Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary
Club is holding another Cal-
endar Raffle throughout the
month of April with prizes
given out every day in May.
The raffle will raise money
for local community projects
and scholarships. Calendars
are on sale now through the
end of April for $10 each and
are available from any club
member.

The raffle is different from
the one held last year in that,
in addition to cash prizes,
there will also be gift cards
to many national chains with
outlets in the Greater Spring-
field area, such as Home De-
pot and Dunkin. Thirty prizes
will be awarded in the month
of May. “There will be a
winner every day. That gives
every entry many chances to
win,” announced club raffle
co-chairman Tim Tracy of
LUSO Federal Credit Union
in Wilbraham. To purchase
a calendar contact Tracy at
413-682-4094 or co-chair

Rotary Calendar Raffle Co-Chairs Tim Tracey and Ann Marie
Ottoson said there will be a raffle winner every day in May.

Ann Marie Ottoson at 413-
530-5996. Proceeds will be
given back to the community
said Tracy.

George Demers has ac-
complished many things in
his life, one reaching the rank
of Brigadier General while
serving in the Air National
Guard. George completed
forty-six years serving in the
military, twelve years in the
Air Force and the remaining
34 in the Air National Guard,
therefore having seen many
places throughout the world.
George was also a Navigator
Pilot and a CTANG 103rd
Fighter Pilot. He was instru-
mental in revamping pro-
cedures that were obsolete
and upgrading safety poli-
cies. He said he was a tough
boss, but fair. He told them,
“Don’t tell me I can’t”, in-
stead, “Tell me how I can.”
He respected his men and
would regularly treat his
crew to pizza in appreciation
of their hard work. He final-

Photo by Charles Bennett

For more information or
to join the Rotary Club call
Brad Sperry at 413-537-4171.

Wilbraham Friends of the Library to hold

Book Sale May 7 - 10

WILBRAHAM - Wil-
braham Friends of the Li-
brary (WFOL), are delighted
to announce their annual book
sale will be held May 7-10,
2025! The WFOL Annual
Book Sale is a major fund-
raiser providing funds for
programs for children, teens,
and adults as well as museum
passes, furnishings, and other
library equipment.

While the sale is a little
way off still, this is a great
time to collect your old
books. How would we have

a sale without donated books?

We know many folks in our
community are avid readers
and have been accumulating
books throughout the year. We
are happy to once again offer

the ideal opportunity to recy-
cle these books, stock up on
new ones and fund library
programs.

Start your spring cleaning
now and box or bag up your
extra books, CDs, and DVDs
for us. Children’s and adult
books, fiction or non-fiction,
hobby books etc. in good con-
dition are all welcome.

Due to space restrictions,
we cannot accept encyclope-
dias, magazines or Readers

Digest condensed novels.
As a thank you for their sup-
port, donors will receive a
coupon good for two books
of their choice from the sale
when donations are dropped
off. Donations of books and
materials will be accepted at

ly retired in 2001, though he
still stays very up to date on
military happenings.

You may recognize these
people who also served in
the Air National Guard, Bar-
ry Goldwater, Lindsay Gra-
ham, George W. Bush, Tom
Selleck, Morgan Freeman
and Chuck Norris.

George married his life’s
partner Ann when she was
just eighteen and he was
twenty-two. They enjoyed
sixty-five beautiful years of
marriage but unfortunate-
ly, this past January he lost
Ann. Being in the military
they had to move many times
over the course of George’s
service, in fact they bought
and sold 17 houses! Though
his military life took him
away from some important
family events, he was con-
fident in the marvelous job
Ann was doing with their
sons. They lived in FL for
many Yyears before decid-
ing to make Western MA

the library from Friday, May
2 through Monday, May 5
during regular library hours.
On Tuesday, May 6, from 4
to 7 p.m., we’ll show our ap-
preciation to those who sup-
port us throughout the year,
with a preview sale and re-
ception for WFOL members
ONLY. Come enjoy some
refreshments  with  fellow
WFOL members and get a
chance to shop the book sale
ahead of the general public.
For more information on the
Wilbraham Friends of the Li-
brary visit them on the web
at  http://wilbrahamlibrary.
org/friends.asp, on Facebook
or via email at friends@wil-
brahamlibrary.org.

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

 Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

their home to be closer to
their sons and their families.
They have three sons and six
grandchildren. Ann wanted
her sons to have a feeling
of stability while moving

Random Acts o/£

y

By Barb Turcotte

so often and because of her
love for hockey, she was in-
fluential in getting them into
that sport. One of their sons
even officiated an Olympic
hockey game which was
such a tribute to his mother.
Well, that love has carried
over to their four grandsons
who also love the sport and
actively play.

When George was just
twenty-four he became the
Executor for his father when
he passed which taught him
a quick lesson regarding fi-
nances. After his mom had
spent her married years as
a stay-at-home mom, she
now had to get a job to sup-
port the family. He vowed
then that he would never
leave Ann in a situation like
that. Though he said there
were some lean times and
it wasn’t always easy to do
with a family, he made the
commitment to pay them-
selves first so they would be
prepared for the unexpected.
He has passed that wisdom
down and hopes his sons and
grandchildren have listened
to his advice.

Ann loved politics so vol-
unteered for the Republican
Town Committee as well as
the Constable for their town.
Giving back has always been
a part of their lives and when
they were in a financial posi-
tion to do so, they did. They
donated to the Food Bank at
the beginning of each month
in order to help military fam-
ilies wherever they were sta-
tioned.

Patriotism has been very
important to both George
and Ann and while living at
Patrick Air Force base in FL,
one of their favorite times
was the retreat which began
at 4pm each day. This began
the happy hour at the end of
their driveway, then at Spm
they would lower the flag
and salute it as the Nation-
al Anthem was played. It
became a very special time
and a type of Random Act of
Kindness as they provided

refreshments, etc. for those
in attendance. Today George
is still offering wine as he
gathers with new friends at
Keystone Commons, an In-
dependent/Assisted Living
facility he now calls home.
He’s also been known to
quietly pay for co-residents
at an outing. He still remains
active by working out each
morning and has even called
Bingo!

As I mentioned, when
they were able to financially
give back they did and actu-
ally became very large spon-
sors for their town’s newly
built church where George
was even a regular caller of
Bingo so again giving back.
Meeting George, he presents
himself as a very kind but
humble man and you’d nev-
er think he once held such
an important position in the
military.

Some  people  have
wealth, no matter how they
acquire it, but the most
impressive thing is when
they are willing to share it
through their generosity.
George has created his own
financial success and has
given generously throughout
his life because of the lesson
learned at that very young
age.

There’s no monetary val-
ue necessary with Random
Acts of Kindness, it can
simply be a kind gesture to
another. It’s those simple
kindnesses that truly make
a difference in creating pos-
itivity.

If you’d like to share
a Random Act of Kind-
ness story or if this one has
touched you, please contact
me at bdt514@aol.com or
413-575-9385. Who knows,
you might see your story,
‘Just ‘Cause’ you witnessed,
you did or maybe received
something nice being done
for you. See you soon with
another Random Act of
Kindness! ~ Barb

WILBRAHAM - The
Wilbraham Friends of the

Library (WFOL) is holding
a plant sale featuring three
varieties of annuals. The
sale will be pre-order only
through May 14 with plant
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pick up on Saturday, May
17 from 9 to 11 a.m. at the
Wilbraham Public Library,
25 Crane Park Drive, Wil-
braham.

The WFOL is excited
to once again offer summer
blooming annuals to beau-
tify your garden and benefit
the Wilbraham Public Li-
brary.

We are offering annuals
- Begonias (pink or white),
Petunias (blue) and Texas
Red Salvia. These are large
plants in 5-inch pots that
are ready to plant and show
off. Plants are $6 each and
available by pre-order only.
Deadline for orders is May
14 and orders will be avail-
able for pick up Saturday,
May 17 from 9 to 11 a.m.
at the Wilbraham Public Li-
brary, 25 Crane Park Road,

Wilbraham Friends of the Library to
hold Spring Plant Sale

Wilbraham.

Pick up an order form at
the library or download from
the library’s website - www.
wilbrahamlibrary.org.  You
can also request an order
form by emailing WFOL.
info@gmail.com.  Return
your order with payment to
the library during regular
business hours.

The sale is sponsored by
the Wilbraham Friends of
the Library which was es-
tablished in 1973. The
Friends of the Library fund
programs for children, teens,
and adults, as well as the
library’s popular Museum
Pass program, furnishings,
and other library equipment.

For more informa-
tion, contact the WFOL
at WFOL.info@gmail.com.

Annual Walk, Run,
Remember for Rick’s
Place April 26

WILBRAHAM - The An-

nual Walk, Run, Remember
for Rick’s Place, a 51.5M/5K
event, will be held, rain or
shine, on Saturday, April 26 at
Minnechaug Regional High
School in Wilbraham.

The race will begin at 9
am. Please register by April
11 to receive a t-shirt. $30 for
adults and $15 ages 17 and
under: Annual Walk, Run,
Remember for Rick’s Place

If your business is inter-

ested in sponsoring this event,
please reach out to us at 413-
279-2010 or send an email to:
info@ricksplacema.org
Established in memory
of Rick Thorpe, who died
in Tower Two of the World
Trade Center on 9/11, Rick’s
Place opened in 2007 and
provides free grief support to
youth (ages 5-18) and their
families throughout the Pio-
neer Valley and Northern CT.
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Falcons grab shutout win over Belchertown

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WILBRAHAM—A
botched rundown play, a wild
pickoff throw, and a wild
pitch.

The Minnechaug Re-
gional varsity baseball team
scored a run with the help of
those three things leading to
a 3-0 home victory over the
Belchertown Orioles, last Fri-
day afternoon.

“I don’t recall ever win-
ning a baseball game without
having an RBI. It’s some-
thing that doesn’t happen
very often,” said Minnechaug
head coach Mike Netkov-
ick. “We’re very fortunate to
win today’s game. We strug-
gled offensively against the
Belchertown starting pitcher.”

The Falcons (2-0) opened
the regular season with a 9-1
home win versus Chicopee
Comp two days earlier.

Last Friday’s non-league
game was originally sched-
uled to take place at Belcher-
town High School. It was
moved to Wilbraham because
of wet field conditions. The
Falcons varsity diamond was
also unplayable, so the game
was played on the junior var-
sity field.

The Orioles, who played
their first game of the regular
season, were still the home
team.

Belchertown senior
righthander Josh Misiaszek
held the Falcons without a
base hit over the first 3 2/3 in-
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Ben Daniels spins and makes the throw to first.

nings. Misiaszek was relieved
by senior righty Jake Waller
with two outs in the top of
the fourth after throwing 65
pitches.

Misiaszek, who had an
arm injury a year ago, al-
lowed an unearned run and
recorded eight strikeouts. He
also issued two walks and hit
three batters.

“This was our first game of

the season,” said Belchertown
head coach Evan Berneche,
who’s a Special Education
teacher at Minnechaug Re-
gional. “We didn’t want Josh
to throw more than 70 pitches
in today’s game. We're also
planning to start him against
Longmeadow at Dunkin’
Park on Tuesday night.”

The Orioles were sched-
uled to play their first ever
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game at the home of the Hart-
ford Yard Goats, who are the
Double A minor league affil-
iate of the Colorado Rockies.
Waller allowed two runs
in 1/3 innings before junior
righty Ryan Gould finished
the game. Gould escaped a
bases loaded jam without al-
lowing any runs in the top of
the seventh inning.
Minnechaug junior
righthander Evan Liverse-
idge, who went the distance,
was the winning pitcher. He
allowed four hits with no
walks and nine strikeouts.
“Evan threw the ball real-
ly well in today’s game,” Net-
kovick said. “He won a cou-
ple of games for us last years
as a sophomore.”
The Falcons took advan-
tage of a Belchertown mis-
take to take a 1-0 lead in the
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the follow-
ing frame.

After

Liverse-

idge had

struck out

second inning. Bryce five  bat-
Senior leftfielder Barlow fires & ters  In
Aiden Rodrigues was a throw to a  row,
hit by a pitch lead- first. : senior
ing off the frame. He — shortstop
moved to second base Ian  Mc-

on a wild pitch that sailed
to the backstop. Following
a strikeout, Rodrigues ad-
vanced to third base on a
ground ball hit by senior right
fielder Paul Diehl. Senior
first baseman Aaron Gastey-
er followed with a walk put-
ting runners at the corners
with two outs. Gasteyer then
took off toward second base.
During the rundown, the first
baseman dropped the ball
and Rodrigues slid across the
plate before being tagged by
junior catcher Canyon Char-
ron.

The Orioles did have an
opportunity to tie the score in

Donald hit a ground ball
double down the left field line
with two outs in the inning.
He then stole third base. The
threat ended quickly, as the
next batter struck out.

Misiaszek walked Liv-
erseidge to begin the fourth
inning before striking out the
next two batters.

That’s when Berneche
decided to change pitchers.
Waller also walked both Die-
hl and Gasteyer, which loaded
the bases. He ended the threat
by getting the next batter to
hit a fly ball to right.

Please see FALCONS, page 12

Colts score sweep of Falcons

Andon Cardova fights
of a hit off to his side.

CHICOPEE -
Last Wednesday
evening,  Chicop-
ee Comprehensive
boys volleyball
scored a sweep over
visiting Minnechaug
3-0. The Colts won
the sets 25-18, 25-
14, and 25-12. Alex-
ander Rivera led the
Colts with 16 kills.
The Falcons are just
1-2 to start the sea-
son while Comp is
4-0 to start out 2025.

Mike Sullivan goes for
a spike with a pair of
blockers ready.

Brennan Rost pops up a set.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
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Kevin Cardova tries to lift the ball over the net.

Falcons defeat
Pope Francis

WILBRAHAM - It
was a fast start for Min-
nechaug as the scored six
goals in the first quarter.
But it was the defense that
was even better, limiting
Pope Francis to a single
goal in a 13-1 win, Min-
nechaug’s second of the
year.

Jake Hisgen and Matt
Beaduin had three goals

and one assist each for the
Falcons. Colin Meunier
had a goal and three assists
four points as well.

In goal, Zach Kozub
had a great game, only al-
lowing one goal. He also
made two saves. Min-
nechaug is now 2-0 on the
season and will next face
Westfield on Friday, April
11 at 5:30 p.m.
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OT goal lifts T-Birds over Lehigh Valley

ALLENTOWN, Pa. —
The Springfield Thunderbirds
(34-28-2-4) received a perfect
night from their netminder
and outlasted the Lehigh Val-
ley Phantoms (33-27-6-2) in a
1-0 overtime win on Saturday
night at the PPL Center. Cou-
pled with Hartford's overtime
loss in Hershey, the T-Birds'
magic number to clinch a play-
off berth has fallen to just 1.

After being pressured for
16 first-period shots on Fri-
day in Utica, Springfield was
far stingier defensively in the
opening frame against their
division foes, keeping Lehigh
Valley to just seven shots in the
first period and making things
easy for Vadim Zherenko to
keep the opponents off the
board.

Parker Gahagen had a
similarly strong start for the
Phantoms, turning away the
eight Springfield offerings that
came his way in the first 20
minutes. Furthermore, neither
team could connect on one
power-play chance each in the
opening stanza.

Springfield had its best
chance to break the scoreless
deadlock in a mad scramble
near the net in the second,

but Gahagen managed to turn
away both Dalibor Dvorsky
and Nikita Alexandrov despite
being on his belly while trying
to keep the puck out.

Lehigh Valley's closest call
came off the stick of veteran
Anthony Richard, who scooted
to the right side of the slot to
punch a quick attack on the net
after the puck caromed in front
off the end boards. Zherenko,
though, had the answer, push-
ing his left leg across for the
pad save, one of his 21 stops
through 40 minutes. Gahagen
took a 20-save shutout into the
third for Lehigh Valley.

A tentative third period saw
the teams protect the defensive
zone. Lehigh Valley's door of
opportunity opened when the
Phantoms earned their second
power play, but Zherenko and
the Springfield penalty kill
stiffened. With the game just
two seconds away from over-
time, the Phantoms nearly won
it in the final seconds, but Zhe-
renko flashed out the left leg
for a phenomenal in-tight save
on Zayde Wisdom to force the
game into overtime.

Overtime only further
showcased Zherenko's story-
book night, as Lehigh Valley

relentlessly fired chances at
the Springfield net, but none
of their eight tries found their
way past the Springfield goal-
tender.

With just a half-minute
to play in the extra period,
Dvorsky moved back into the
Phantoms zone and awaited a
trailer. Calen Addison flew in
off the Springfield bench, took
a drop pass, and snapped a
wrist shot through Gahagen to
finally break the ice and give
the T-Birds the overtime win
on the veteran blueliner's first
goal and point as a T-Bird.

Springfield gets a break
from game action before tak-
ing the ice on Friday inside
the Thunderdome at 7:05 p.m.
against Belleville. The Hart-
ford Wolf Pack and Hershey
Bears square off again on Sun-
day, and any Hershey victory
would punch the Thunder-
birds' ticket to the Calder Cup
Playoffs.

Fans can get their Thun-
derbirds tickets for the Calder
Cup playoff push today by
calling (413) 739-GOAL
(4625) or by visiting www.
SpringfieldThunderbirds.com.

This Week in Rec

Andrea Rust
Administrative Clerk

WILBRAHAM - Spring
is officially here and spring
sports are underway. Soft-
ball, baseball, and lacrosse
teams have hit the fields for
practices developing skills
and good sportsmanship.
Track and field and tennis
will be starting in the next
few weeks and the outdoor
pickleball courts are open
for the season. Addition-
ally, the Wilbraham Parks
and Recreation Department
offers several events in the
spring months including the
Spec Pond Egg Hunt, the
Falcon Trail Race, and the
Fishing Derby.

We are proud to host
our 21st Annual Spec-Tac-
ular Easter Egg Hung at
the Spec Pond Recreation
Area on Saturday, April 19
at 10 a.m. It’s going to be

a morning filled with fun
and surprises! Bring your
camera and have your pic-
ture taken with the Easter
Bunny, win prizes, and play
games. Bring a decorated
basket for our Easter bas-
ket contest. The event starts
at 10 AM sharp so plan to
arrive early to check in and
participate in games. Regis-
tration is now open online
through April 14th.

In partnership with
Friends of Recreation, the
10th Annual Falcon Trail
Race will be on Sunday,
April 13 at McDonald Na-
ture Preserve. The race
starts at 10 am. and you
can pre-register online at
Active.com or register the
day of at the race. All pro-
ceeds from the race will be
used for improvements at
the Wilbraham Recreation
Facilities. We are thankful
for LUSO Federal Bank for

sponsoring this event.

The Annual Spec Pond
Fishing Derby presented by
the Friends of Recreation,
Wilbraham Parks and Rec-
reation Department, and
MA Department of Fish-
eries and Wildlife will be
on Saturday, May 18 from
9 a.m. to Noon. This is a
great event for all ages. No
fishing license is required,
instructors will be onsite to
help, and bait is provided.
There is a $2 donation per
person with a $10 maxi-
mum per family.

Whether you are out
enjoying a sport, a game,
or an event we hope you
enjoy the outdoors and the
wonderful facilities here in
Wilbraham.

NOTE: For more in-
formation on all of our
programs and to register,
please visit Wilbrahamrec.
com.
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Railers take 3-2 win over Adirondack

WORCESTER - It can
be really hard to project the
outcome of a game between
a team that has nothing to
lose and one that has every-
thing to lose.

Such was the case Satur-
day night in the match here
between the Railers and
the Adirondack Thunder.
Worcester won by a goal, of
course, 3-2. Each of the Rail-
ers’ last seven victories have
been by one goal including a
shootout triumph.

Adirondack is out of the
playoff race and using many
new faces. The Railers’ bat-
tle for the final playoff spot
in the North Division leaves
them no margin for error.

The math is simple even
if the task is not. The Rail-
ers have three games left,
one with Adirondack Sun-
day and two at Reading next
weekend. If they win them
all, they make the playoffs
with 80 points.

Saturday, the Worces-
ter scorers were Justin Gill,
Tanner Schachle and Tyler
Kobryn. Ian Pierce and Ka-
leb Ergang had the Adiron-
dack goals. It was Pierce’s
first professional goal.

Gill scored in the first pe-
riod, Schachle in the second
and Kobryn in the third. At
one point the Railers had a
2-0 lead, then backslid in the

second half of the second pe-
riod. Ergang scored with 10
seconds to go in the period
and it was 2-2 heading into
the third.

Kobryn broke the tie with
a shot from between the cir-
cles at 14:37.

It was his ninth goal in
23 games with Worcester.
Kobryn had two in 18 games
with Florida this year before
being traded to the Railers
and 16 in 145 career ECHL
games prior to his arrival
here.

“Any time you get that
kind of production out of
a player who was kind of a
‘nothing’ trade,” coach Nick
Tuzzolino said, “that defi-
nitely helps, but everybody
has to fit a role and he fits his
role with that line.

“And when he gets
chances he doesn’t miss.”

Gill, in contrast, has been
a difference maker on of-
fense. He is 7-13-20 in 20
games with Worcester this
season and plus-11. The
Railers are 12-6-2 when Gill
is in the lineup.

Schachle’s goal was his
first in a Worcester uniform
to go along with three as-
sists.

The Railers were in con-
trol of things until they went
on a power play halfway
through the second peri-

od. The power play was, in
a word, inept. Momentum
turned in Adirondack’s di-
rection and the Thunder
dominated the rest of the
period.

“It’s not anything they
did, it’s something we did,”
Tuzzolino said of the power
play. “It’s self-inflicted. The
biggest problem with our
power play right now is that
it’s killing momentum. It’s
not just that we’re not scor-
ing, it’s killing momentum.”

Michael Bullion con-
tinued to be a momentum
creator in net, though. He
stopped 22 of 24 shots and
is 7-1 in his last eight starts.

Worcester’s playoff push
is largely a result of a re-
cent great record at the DCU
Center. The Railers did not
play well at home during
the early part of the season
but are 14-3-2 in its last 19
games here. That is good for
a .789 winning percentage.

Overall, Worcester is 24-
13-3 in its last 40 games.

The victory was the Rail-
ers’ 34th of the season and
brought them to 74 points.
They will finish above .500
for the first time 2018-19,
their second season in the
ECHL. Worcester was 32-
29-11 for 75 points that year.

Valley Wheel tryouts begin this weekend

Players looking to join
the Valley Wheel Over-28
Baseball League can attend
the tryouts beginning Sun-
day April 13. The first week-
end of tryouts was rained
out. Tryouts will take place
at 2 p.m. at Blunt Park in
Springfield.

The league, which plays
its games in Western Mas-
sachusetts and Northern
Connecticut, makes sure that
everyone gets a fair share of
the action. Everyone plays a
minimum of 4 innings in the
field, and everyone bats. The

league follows MLB rules
with some modified rules
adapted with safety in mind.

The Valley Wheel stands
apart from other leagues
across the country for this
reason:

Their league charter and
one of their main goals, is to
work toward having a league
with teams of equal strength.

The league is now seek-
ing new players to fill open
roster slots. Enjoy the com-
petition and camaraderie
with a great group of guys
who enjoy the game as much

as you do. Stay in shape and
make new friends. Be part
of something that happens
once a year, and with luck,
win a championship that
might be once in a lifetime.
Grab your glove and cleats
and join a team for a great
adventure. It’s not too late
don’t miss out; opening day
is just around the corner. For
more information, contact
Jim Nason at 413-433-4308
or visit the website www.
ValleyWheelBaseball.org

FALCONS from page 11

With two outs in the bottom of the

fourth, senior DH Thatcher Rudnik sin-
gled to right field before stealing second

base. Once again, the Orioles left the ty-
ing run in scoring position, as Liverse-
idge struck out his seventh batter of the
game.

Minnechaug senior shortstop Bryce
Barlow led off the fifth inning with a
walk. He went to second on a single into
left field by junior catcher Alex Savlick
(2-for-4). Barlow scored the Falcons sec-
ond run on a wild pickoff throw. Savlick,
who wound up at third base on the play,
scored on a wild pitch, which gave the
Falcons a 3-0 advantage.

With two outs in the sixth, Misiaszek
was safe at first base following a fielding
error by the shortstop. Then Waller sin-
gled into center field which brought the
tying run to the plate.

Once again, Liverseidge got himself
out of the jam with a groundball out.

After the Falcons left the bases load-
ed in the top of the seventh inning, the
Orioles had one more opportunity to
make a comeback.

Senior right fielder Joe Jordan
reached first base following a throwing
error leading off the inning. The next
batter hit into a 1-6-3 double play, which
ended Belchertown’s comeback hopes.

Ethan Purcell fires home for the Falcons.

Liverseidge, who threw 77 pitches, capped off
his outstanding performance on the mound with a
strikeout.
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Paul Diehl swings and looks for contact.
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Wilbraham Earth Day
2025 seeking sponsors

WILBRAHAM - Dear Wilbra-
ham! The Keep Wilbraham Beauti-
ful Committee (KWBC) is thrilled
to announce the 3rd Annual Earth
Day Community Clean-Up, set for
Saturday, April 12, 2025.

After the incredible success
of last year’s event—where over
300 volunteers worked together to
clean up our town—we are aiming
for an even larger turnout this year,
with 500+ volunteers joining us in
this community-wide effort. The
KWBC, in partnership with the town
Select Board, DPW, local Police and
Conservation Commission, is orga-
nizing this event to make our town a
cleaner, greener, and more beautiful
place to live.

On April 12, volunteers will gath-
er at Fountain Park between § a.m.
to 1 p.m., where they will receive
supplies, instructions, and a desig-
nated area to clean up. Volunteers
will enjoy a complimentary donut
at registration and complimentary
lunch upon return to Fountain Park
with the collected trash.

We are trying to keep things light,
fun and create a positive vibe where
participants can celebrate the posi-
tive impact they’ve made. To ensure
the success of this volunteer-driven
initiative, we need your support.

We are seeking both financial
contributions and volunteers to help
make this event a reality. Your sup-
port will directly contribute to the
logistics of the event and the materi-
als needed for the cleanup, ensuring
that we have all the necessary tools
and supplies.

How You Can Help:

* Promote the Event: Display our
event flyer or banner at your busi-
ness to help spread the

word and encourage more people
to participate.
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* Sponsor Volunteer Meals: Help
fund the Thank-You Lunch for all
the volunteers. This is a

great opportunity to show your
support and appreciation for their
hard work.

» Sponsor Supplies: Your dona-
tion will help cover the cost of es-
sential cleanup supplies,

including trash bags, grabbers,
buckets, and safety vests.

* Encourage Volunteers: Share
our event on social media and en-
courage your customers,

teams, employees, and com-
munity members to sign up on our
Facebook page/Website.

Our goal is to showcase Wilbra-
ham Pride through the collective
effort of businesses and residents
working together to care for our en-
vironment. Your involvement will
make a lasting impact on the com-
munity and help foster a sense of
unity.

If you are interested in support-
ing this year’s Earth Day Clean-Up,
please contact Megan Harrigan,
Event Chairman, at keepwilbra-
hambeautiful @gmail.com or 413-
427-3670. Together, we can make
‘Wilbraham a cleaner, more beautiful
place for all.

Thank you for your consider-
ation and for being a part of this im-
portant event.

Hampden Parks &
Recreation Department
Announces Exciting
Spring Programs and
Registration Deadlines

HAMPDEN - The Hampden
Recreation Department is proud
to announce an exciting lineup of
current and upcoming programs for
children and adults. From life-sav-
ing CPR training to fun-filled ath-
letic activities, there’s something for

everyone this season. With multiple

registration deadlines approaching,

now is the time to sign up for pro-
grams designed to engage, educate,
and inspire.
Current Programs:
* Wildlife Programming at
Laughing Brook

Registration: Ongoing

Connect with nature through en-
gaging wildlife programs at Laugh-
ing Brook. Learn about local wild-
life species, their habitats, and the
environment. Programs are designed
for all ages and offer opportunities
for outdoor learning in a fun, inter-
active way.

* Healthy Kids Running
Registration: Ongoing
Encourage kids to get moving

with the Healthy Kids Running

program! This initiative promotes
physical activity and healthy habits
while helping young runners build
confidence and improve their fitness.

Registration is open for participants

of all skill levels.

Upcoming Programs:

* Little Laxers Lacrosse
Registration: April 1 - April 30
Get ready for a fun and fast-

paced introduction to the sport of la-
crosse! This program is designed for
younger children who are interested
in learning the basics of lacrosse
through skill-building drills and
friendly games. Don’t miss out—
registration opens soon!

* Hampden Memorial Park Sum-
mer Program Activity 2025
Registration Opens: Mar 10
Make your summer memorable

with activities and events at Hamp-

den Memorial Park. The summer
program will offer a variety of fun
outdoor experiences, and registra-
tion details will be available soon!
Closing Soon:
* Recreation Baseball
Grades K-8 - 2025
Still seeking players for grades

(3-4) and (5-6)

Time is running out to sign up
for the 2025 Recreation Baseball
season! If you have a child in grades
3-4 or 5-6, there are still spots avail-
able. Don’t miss the opportunity to
be part of a fun, competitive baseball
league!

Don’t miss out! Register today to
secure your place in these incredible
programs and enjoy a spring full of
learning, fun, and physical activity.

For more information and to
register visit: https://hampdenma.
myrec.com.

Watercolor Painting
Class at the Federated
Community Church of
Hampden

HAMPDEN - The Federated
Community Church will host a wa-
tercolor painting class from 12:30 to
3 p.m. on six Saturdays: April 12 at
the church, 590 Main St, Hampden,
MA.

The Instruction will attempt to
take the mystery out of the watercol-
or process. Dave Spencer, a retired
architect and accomplished water-
colorist, will lead the way.

Enrollees will have a small fee of
$10 per session to cover any expens-
es incurred by the church.

It’s always fun to paint and
share new ideas and techniques.
Make your interest and commitment
known early. You may contact the
Church Office at 413-566-3711 di-
rectly or contact Pastor Kwan Kim
via email at hampdenfederated @
gmail.com.

Reading with
Tucker at HPL

HAMPDEN - Children can vis-
it the Hampden Free Public Library
to read to Tucker, a dog from Bright
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Spot Therapy Dogs.
People can sign up by emailing
me at krumplik @cwmars.org.
The upcoming dates are April 29.
There are four slots every day, 15
minutes each starting at 3:30 p.m.
To learn more, contact Kate
Rumplik at krumplik@cwmars.org
or call 413-566-2151 ext. 112.

Open Burning Season
has started

HAMPDEN - The Open Burn-
ing Season started on January 15,
2025 and runs through May 1,
2025. Homeowners may burn brush,
branches and forest debris between
the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. daily
through the season.

Other restrictions apply and
burning may not be allowed on cer-
tain days due to recent lack of pre-
cipitation and strong winds. A per-
mit from our department is required
which you can obtain online from
the following link.

To obtain burn permit visit http://
www.hcburnpermits.com.

Wilbraham Men’s Glee
Club to Begin Rehearsals

WILBRAHAM - The Wilbra-
ham Men’s Glee Club, accompanied
by Marcia Jackson and conducted
by Ray Drury, will begin rehearsals
for the 2025 concert season on Mon-
day evening, Jan. 6, at Christ the
King Lutheran/Episcopal Church at
7 p.m. Rehearsals will continue each
Monday thereafter until two con-
certs in late April/early May.

While no audition is required, all
interested should be able to “carry a
tune” attend the majority of rehears-
als, and be able to pay a nominal fee
at the first rehearsal to cover the cost
of sheet music.

Minnechaug
Car Wash

WILBRAHAM - The

Theatre Guild of Hampden
to present ‘Jerry’s Girls’

HAMPDEN - The The-

Minnechaug American
Cancer Society Club will
be hosting a Car Wash
on Saturday, April 12 at
10 am. to 1 p.m. in the
Student Parking Lot. All
proceeds will be donated
to the American Cancer
Society.

Please stop by to sup-
port this cause and our
amazing students!

<2

atre Guild of Hampden is
pleased to present “Jerry’s
Girls,” directed by Mark
Giza, Parker Eastman as mu-
sic director and Gail Weber as
stage manager.

The cast features Bec-
ca Greene-Van Horn, Katie
Johnson. Kathy Renaud, Dr.
Andrea Stolar, Robyn Scott,
Dina Del Buono, Margie
Secora, Jessica Glasser and
Amanda Emet.

“Jerry’s Girls” is a musi-
cal review of songs from clas-
sic Jerry Herman musicals,
including  “Hello Dolly!”,

Wilbraham Men’s Glee Club
presenting three concerts

WILBRAHAM - The Wil-
braham Men’s Glee Club will
present three concerts in April
and May, 2025.

The Glee Club is conduct-
ed by Ray Drury and accom-
panied by pianists Marcia
Jackson and Todd Rovelli.
The first concert will be held
on Sunday, April 27 at St.
Cecilia’s Church, Wilbraham
at 4 p.m., the second on Sun-
day, May 4 at First Church
of Christ, Longmeadow at

4 p.m., and the final concert
will be held on Sunday, May
18 at The Providence Mother
House Chapel, Holyoke at 2
p-m.

Drury has chosen a varied
and intriguing program com-
prised of classical pieces, folk
songs, pop tunes and patriotic
numbers. A surprise or two
would not be out of the ques-
tion. While admission is free
to each concert, a free-will
offering will be taken.

WPD provides

distracted driving update

WILBRAHAM - During
the first week of April, Wil-
braham police officers as-
signed to High Visibility
Traffic Enforcement details
funded by Office of Grants
and Research & NHTSA
targeting Distracted Driving
contacted 60 operators.

38 were specifically cit-
ed for violation of the Hands
Free Electronic Device law.

The update surrounds the
state’s hands-free law where
drivers are prohibited from
using electronic devices like

cell phones while operating
a motor vehicle. Motorists
stopped at a stop sign or traf-
fic light are still not allowed
to be on cell phones.

The first offense is $105,
the second offense is $255
and completion of a driving
program and the third offense
is $505, an insurance sur-
charge and completion of a
driving program.

The police department
shared this update as April is
Distracted Driving Awareness
Month.

“Mack & Mabel,” “A Day in
Hollywood/A Night in the
Ukraine,” “Mame” and more.

Tickets are $30 for adults
and $25 for seniors and stu-
dents.

The performances will
take place at the Hampden
Senior Center on 104 Allen
St. in Hampden on April 25,
April 26, April 27, May 2,
May 3 and May 4.

The showtimes are Friday
and Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and
Sunday Matinees at 2 p.m.

To purchase your tickets,
visit theatreguildofhampden.

org.

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers

It’s Our Anniversary!

Celebrating 60 Years of Success,

b A

TROMBLEY

One Client At A Time!

Wilbraham

« Contactus for a

Investment and Retirement Planning

« Located in Post Office Park,

 Helping clients live their
best financial life since 1965

« Accomplished, Friendly
and Professional

no-fee consultation

Mike Trombley, Financial Advisor, Former MLB Player;
Barbara Trombley, CPA, Financial Advisor

" 85 Post Office Park - Suite 8524
) Wilbraham, MA 01095
: Phone 413-596-6992
trombleyassociates.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through
Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.
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Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00

Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood
for outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. 26% Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins, hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

___ SERVICES |

A B Hauling and

o i
o Removal Service
'

2*xx*xxx A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell

(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS.
Residential electrical service, mini splits,
EV chargers, smoke detection. Fully in-
sured. Licensed #22882A. Mike 413-210-

9140.

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years experi-
ence. No job too small. Cell (413) 330-
3682.

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs,
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall re-
pairs and chimney repairs. Fully licensed/
insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 413-566-
5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior — Finish carpentry,
framing, window & door replacement, dry-
wall, painting and decks.
Competitive pricing. Insured.
Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups,
mulching, pruning. Serving parts of Hamp-
den and Hampshire counties.

Call 413-536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

T & S LANDSCAPING
Highest quality, lowest price. Serving the
Pioneer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mowing,
Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups.

(413) 330-3917

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

PAUL DOWD MASONRY
Design, build, restore, repair.
All types of stone, brick, concrete,
masonry. Free esimate.

Call 978-257-8237.
Pauldowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

2025
TAX TIME

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

413-967-8364

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call For An
Appointment |- xi»

FROVICER

Personal & Small Business

== = =

= = ="=
= == =
=== =

TAX PREPARATION SERVICE
A13-B48B-2279

%mm
)
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IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.
1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com Lits
Free E-File & Direct Deposit | ramnzes |

$
BEE
=3

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks,
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts.
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

ROOFING

JENKINS ROOFING specializing in
residential roofs & repairs, chimney repairs.
Hampden, MA - 413-566-5596/413-
433-5073. Lic. #105950CSL. Fully in-
sured.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

TUNE UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,

Riding Mowers and

Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned,
Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

____AUT0
OR

ABLE

CASH
JUN

AND REPA

@

FREE TO NG
FAST SE CE
CASH PAID AS IS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

The Town of Huntington is seeking
a full-time Chief of Police. $75,000
- $90,000 yearly salary based on quali-

fications. Application and complete job
description are available online at www.
huntingtonma.us or by emailing ad-
min@huntingtonma.us. Deadline to
apply is 4/28/2025. Town of Huntington is
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/

Classified
Advertising

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

DEADLINE
FRIDAY AT 2 PM

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
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Number of Weeks: X perweekrate = $

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
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Amount of charge: Date:

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

NEW BRANTREE
WEsT NORTH
BELCHERTONN BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD!
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BRNFELD
STURBRIDGE

HUBBARDSTON

N
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Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
Library Director

The Town of Wilbraham is looking for a
Library Director to join our team.
For application and more info. visit
www.wilbraham-ma.gov.
Application deadline 4/25/2025

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

HILLSIDE VILLAGE
APARTMENTS

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO AND
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS

*Heat and hot water included
*Ample Closets
*Fully Applianced
*Community Room
eLaundry Facilities
*Cats Welcome
*Extra Storage
*24 Hour Maintenance
For Information call
(413)967-7755 EHO

17 Convent Hill,
Ware, MA

-

WITH THE CLASSIFIEDS)
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LEGAL NOTICE
Sale of Motor Vehicle
Under G.L. c. 255 Sec. 39A
Bach Towing Inc., 165

Benton Drive, East Longmeadow,
MA is holding a private sale of
the following vehicle on 5/2/2025
at 2 p.m. to satisfy our garage
keepers lien thereon for storage
and towing charges and expenses
of Notices of Sale.
Mirkins Ideal Cleaning Service
583 State St.
Springfield, MA 01109
2014 Ford Van
VIN: IFTNEIEWSEDA36048
04/10, 04/17, 04/24/2025

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
CEMETERIES MOWING
INVITATION FOR BIDS
The Town of Wilbraham
Cemetery Commission invites
qualified individuals or com-
panies to submit sealed bids to
provide mowing and landscape
maintenance services at three
town cemeteries for a 36-month
period, beginning July 1, 2025.
Sealed bids will be accepted in
the Select Board’s Office until
2:00 P.M. on Thursday, May
8, 2025. The Select Board will
award the contract upon consid-
eration of the recommendation of
the Cemetery Commissioners as
to the responsive and responsible
bidder with the lowest price.

The Town reserves the right
to reject any or all bids, to waive
informalities, or to issue a new
procurement process, as deemed
in the best interest of the Town.

Bid documents available at:
https://www.wilbraham-ma.gov
04/10, 04/17/2024

Town of Wilbraham
PUBLIC HEARING:
LIQUOR LICENSE
MULTIPLE AMENDMENTS

The Wilbraham Select Board
will hold a public hearing under
Massachusetts General Laws,
Chapter 138, Section 12, on Mon-
day, April 28, 2025 at 7:10pm,
at the Town Office Building, 240
Springfield Street, Wilbraham, to
hear public comment on an appli-
cation to amend an annual Sec-
tion 12: All Alcoholic Beverages
License submitted by Dominic
John Inc., located at 2039 Boston
Road, Wilbraham. The applicant
seeks the following amendments:
Change of Manager, Change of

Officers/Directors/LLC Man-
agers, and Issuance/Transfer of
Stock/New  Stockholder.  All
those wishing to comment on the
referenced application will be
heard. This hearing will be con-
ducted in person and virtually.

Wilbraham Select Board
Local Licensing Authority
04/10/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD23P2068EA
Estate of:
Sonia Lally
Date of Death: 05/13/2023
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
ORDER OF COMPLETE
SETTLEMENT

A Petition for Order of

Complete Settlement has been

filed by Susan A. McCoy of

Springfield, MA requesting that
the court enter a formal Decree
of Complete Settlement includ-
ing the allowance of a final
account and other such relief as
may be requested in the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this

proceeding. To do so, you or

your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00

a.m. on the return day of

05/02/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance
and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed
by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the
return day, action may be
taken without further notice
to you.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M. Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: March 31, 2025
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
04/10/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25C0107CA
In the matter of:
Kyle James
Dittes McNamara
CITATION ON PETITION
TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change Name
of Adult has been filed by Kyle

James Dittes McNamara of

Wilbraham, MA requesting
that the court enter a Decree
changing their name to:
Kyle James Dittes
McNamara

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for
purposes of objecting to the
petition by filing an appearance
at: Hampden Probate and
Family Court before 10:00
a.m. on the return day of
04/30/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance
if you object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: April 02, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate
04/10/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD25P0650EA
Estate of:
G. Robert Meyer
Also Known As:
Gordon Robert Meyer
Date of Death:
October 5, 2024
NOTICE OF
INFORMAL PROBATE
G.L. c. 190B, § 3-306
To all persons who have or
may have some interest in the
above-captioned estate and, if in-
terested, to the Office of the At-
torney General and the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, notice
is hereby given on 3/14/2025
Christine M. Meyer of Wil-
braham, MA
intends to file with the above-
named Probate and Family
Court, not sooner than seven (7)
days after this notice, a
Petition for Informal Probate
of a Will
Petition for Informal Appoint-
ment of Personal Representative,
to serve without surety on the
bond
The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.
04/10/2025

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P0669EA
Estate of:
Andrew John Milne
Also known as:
Andrew J Milne
Date of Death: 12/19/2024
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Ad-
judication of Intestacy has
been filed by John M. Milne of
Monson, MA requesting that the
Court enter a formal Decree and
Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
John M. Milne of Monson, MA
be appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative(s) of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond in
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 04/29/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: April 01, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
04/10/2025

Teen Grief Support Night

WILBRAHAM - Rick’s
Place is offering a Teen-On-
ly Grief Support Night for
high school students who
have experienced the death
of a caregiver, sibling, or
other significant person.

We  understand how
lonely grief can be as a teen.

The program will offer
pizza, memory activities,
and an opportunity to con-
nect with other teens who
understand in a safe, laid-
back setting. Come to share

your experience or just be
around others who get it.

There is no cost to at-
tend. Registration is re-
quired.

Last day to register is
Friday, April 11. Call Rick’s
Place at (413) 279-2010 or
email info@ricksplacema.
org.
Time: 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Location: Pope Fran-
cis Preparatory School, 99
Wendover Rd, Springfield,
MA 01118

Register to vote

WILBRAHAM - Wilbra-
ham residents who are not
registered voters, who wish
to vote in the upcoming Town
Meeting on Monday, May 12,
2025 and Town Election on
Saturday, May 17, 2025 must
register to vote by 5 p.m. on
Friday, May 2, 2025.

Registration hours are
daily 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.

On Tuesday, May 2, 2025,

the last day to register, we
will be open from 8:30 a.m. to
5 p.m. Voter registrations can
also be dropped in our drop
box located behind Town
Hall, 240 Springfield St., or
can be done online at register-
tovotema.com.

Vote by mail applications
are available. Please contact
the Wilbraham Town Clerk’s
Office if you have any ques-
tions at 596-2800, ext 200.

Page 15

PUBLIC NOTICES =

INVITATION TO BID
TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
Road Resurfacing and
Related Work 2025

The Select Board will receive
sealed bids for the contract en-
titted “ROAD RESURFAC-
ING AND RELATED WORK
2025” until 3:00 PM on Tuesday
April 29, 2025 at the Engineering
Department, Town Office Build-
ing, 240 Springfield Street, Wil-
braham, MA 01095 where they
will be publicly opened and read
aloud. Bids must be enclosed in
a sealed envelope plainly and
legibly entitled “ROAD RE-
SURFACING AND RELAT-
ED WORK 2025”. Bid will be
available for pick up on Thursday
April 10, 2025, or via email at
DPW @wilbraham-ma.gov.

Bids shall be accompanied
by a bid deposit in the amount
of 5% of the bid price. The bid
deposit must be in the form of a
Bid Bond, a Certified Check, or
a Treasurer’s or Cashier’s Check
issued by a responsible Bank or
Trust Company having office in
the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts. The Bid Deposit shall
be made payable to the Town of
Wilbraham.

Prevailing State Minimum
Wage Rates must be complied
with as per MGL Ch 149 sec-
tion 26-27d. These wage rates
are contained within the contract
documents. Bidders who bid on
the project must provide their
prequalification certificate of ap-
proval from the Massachusetts
Department of Transportation
along with their bid proposal.

Bidders must provide with
their bids the a signed “Contrac-
tors Certification” found in the
Bid Proposal, which certifies the
goals of women and minority
percentage for personnel working
on the project, Labor Harmony
and OSHA training certification
and paperwork, Non-Collusion
and Non-Discrimination.

Contract documents are avail-
able at the Engineering Depart-
ment, Town Office Building, 240
Springfield Street, Wilbraham,
MA 01095 or email, Tonya Cap-
parello DPW @wilbraham-ma.
gov. The estimated cost for the
Road Resurfacing and Related
Work 2025 is $ 1,200,000.

The Town reserves the right to
reject any or all bids, to waive in-
formalities, to advertise for new
proposals, as deemed in the inter-
est of the Town.

Tonya L. Capparello, PE.
Director of Public Works
04/10/2025

Town of Wilbraham
Tree Warden
NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
In accordance with Massa-
chusetts General Laws (MGL),

Chapter 87, Public Shade Tree
Law, Section 3 (Cutting of Pub-
lic Shade Trees; Hearing; Dam-
ages), the Town of Wilbraham
Tree Warden will hold a public
hearing regarding an application
for National Grid to remove pub-
lic shade trees on April 17th,
2025 at 6:30pm at Wilbraham
Town Hall conference room. Any
person interested or wishing to
be heard on this matter should
appear at the time and place des-
ignated.

The program included a tree-
by-tree hazard assessment of
public and private trees, along
three-phase lines which serve
the community. The work is
recommended to remove hazard
trees for additional clearance in
order to reduce tree outage prob-
lems affecting large numbers of
customers served by these main
lines. National Grid’s arborists
have identified fifty-five (55)
town trees for removal along
town roads, and twelve (12) town
trees for pruning. Town trees lo-
cated within the public way that
are designated for removal have
been marked with a small red rib-
bon and posted with a notice of
public hearing in the field. Trees
designated for pruning have been
marked with a small blue ribbon.

The roads with town trees af-
fected by the program are Hunt-
ing Ln, Springfield St and Stoney
Hill Rd. A complete list of town
trees designated for removal
or pruning including informa-
tion about the location, size and
species of the affected trees and
the reason for work proposed,
is available weekdays from the
Wilbraham Town Hall and public
library during normal business
hours.

David Graziano, Tree Warden
04/03, 04/10/2025

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

- >
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Spring Real
“Estate Market”

O Homes Sell More
Quickly in Spring

© Begins February
" @ Increased Inventory

@ Higher Demand in Market

Warmer Weather

" @ Brings Out Buyers

GALLAGHER

REAL

ESTATE

When does the Sphing Real Estate Manket Stant?

Maureen
McGarrett Hall

[R REALTOR®

MA 9585138 | Member MLS
Equal Opportunity Housing

maureen.gogallagher.com

413-364-4994

realtybymaureen@gmail.com
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Tree
Removal

o Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Storm
Damage

Stump
Grinding

Lot
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212
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